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FEDERATED AMBULATORY SURGERY ASSOCIATION 

700 N. rAIRFAXSTRF.KT SUITE 306 ALEXANDRIA. VA 223 14 

Telephone: (703) 836-8808 
FAX; (703) 549-0976 



O^OBSTETS, 

November 10, 1998 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Assistant to the President & Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House 
! 00 Old ExecLi-iv e Office Building 
17th St & Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20502 

De erveer: 

After more than twelve years with the American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists (ACOG), 1 have decided that it is time to pursue other opportunities. 1 will 
be leaving ACOG on November 12, 1998. Before departing, 1 wanted to express my 
appreciation for your assistance on behalf of women's health. My replacement has not yet 
been selected, but you will be notified when someone is selected. In the meantime, feel 
free to contact Laura Hanen, ACOG's Senior Lobbyist for any assistance you might need. 
She can be reached at the address below or by phone at 202.863.2534. 1 can assure you 
that you will find her very helpful and competent. 

With regards to my plans, I will be assuming the position of Executive Director of the 
Federated Ambulatory Surgery Association (FASA). FASA is a membership association 
of ambulatory surgical facilities. I have enclosed a business card with infonnation on how 
tc contact rie beginnirig November 16, 199S 

In closing, I've enjoyed working with you and hope that we have the opportunity to work 
together in my new capacity. 

Sincerely, 

Kathy Bjyant, JD 
Director 
Govemment Relations and Outreach 

Enclosure 

THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNECOLOGISTS • WOMEN'S HEALTH CARE PHYSICL\NS 
409 12TH STREET SW WASHINGTON DC 20024-2188 

MAILING ADDRESS: PO BOX 96920 WASHINGTON DC 20090-6920 
202/638-5577 
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December 13, 1998 

Kathy Bryant 
Executive Director 
Federated Ambulatory Surgery Association 
700 N. Farifax Street #306 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Dear Kathy: 

Congratulations on your new position at the 
Federated Ambulatory Surgery Association. It is wonderful 
to hear that you will be continuing to do great things. 

Iwcii wuiidciftil to work with you at ACOG 
and we look forward to new opportunities to work with you 
in the future. 

With very best wishes, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 

t/iJL 

It-JlQO •b' 
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December 16, 1998 

Kathy Bryant 
Executive Director 
Federated Ambulatory Surgery Association 
700 N. Farifax Street #306 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Dear Kathy: 

Congratulations on your new position at the 
Federated Ambulatory Surgery Association. It is wonderful 
to hear that you will be continuing to do great things. 

We were delighted to work with you at ACOG and 
we look forward to new opportunities to work with you in 
the future. 

With very best wishes, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



SCHOOL 
SISTERS 
OF 
NOTRE 
DAME 

6401 North Charles Stree 
Baltimore. Maryland 
21212-1099 
Phone (410) 377-7774 
Fax (410) 377-5363 

November 12, 1998 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
c/o Melanne Verveer 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

For the past year, the 5,000 members of the School Sisters of Notre Dame all over the 
world have been actively involved in the campaign to bring debt relief to the poorest countries as 
a way of celebrating the beginning of a new millennium. The recent hurricane devastation in 
Central America has only made this concern more urgent. 

Before the storm, Honduras was spending 40% of its GDP on debt service, leaving very 
litde available for human services. Yet, even at that, they failed to qualify for debt relief from the 
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative. Given the loss of lives, crops and infrastructure, what 
can they do now to deal with that ongoing debt burden? I believe that we must act immediately 
to cancel as much of the external debt as possible for Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala and El 
Salvador. I hope that you will agree and do what you can to persuade the President to combine 
our country's swift and generous humanitarian assistance with significant leadership on debt relief 
I am sure that Mrs. Gore will be able to describe to you what she has seen in Central America and 
that together you can help place the United States in the forefront on debt relief 

Thank you for whatever you can do to lift the debt burden in Central America. 

Sincerely, 

Sister Jane Burke, SSND 
Provincial Leader 

A P O S T O L I C W O M E N R E L I G I O U S I N M I S S I O N 
Argenlina • Austria • Rolivia • Brazi l • Canada • Chilr • C/cchoslovdItia • Dnminiran Ki'public • t t Salvadui • t i ig land • (it'Tniany • Ghana • Guam • Giialcinala » lloiuliiTab • Miiii(|aiv 

Italv • -laiian • Ki^iiya • Libci ia • Mf*xicn • Nvpal • Nigeria • i^aragiiav • P<'ru • Poland • Puf>rlo Rirtt • Kumanla • Sirrra L(>on<> • Sw<>dpn • T l i r Gambia • USA • Yap • Yugoslavia 

® 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H1N G T O N 

December 16, 1998 

Sister Jane Burke, SSND 
6401 North Charles Street 
Baltimore, MD 21212-1099 

Dear Sister Jane: 

Thank you for your letter about relief to Central America in the wake of Hurricane Mitch. 

The President and the First Lady share your concern about the people of the region and 
every effort is being made to provide significant assistance ranging from food aid and medicines 
to rebuilding bridges and roads. Recently Mrs. Clinton visited Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala 
and El Salvador where she was able to see the effects ofthe storm first hand. We also spent time 
in the Dominican Republic and Haiti which have yet to recover from Hurricane George. During 
the trip, she announced some of the additional initiatives the US is taking to help these countries 
recover from the severe devastation and we are working diligently on the long term 
reconstruction needs as well as exploring the debt relief issues, immigration, and CBI 
enhancement. Last week, the President met with the leaders of Central America and announced 
additional U.S. support. He also said he would be travelling to the region in February. 

I know Mrs. Clinton would want me to convey her appreciation for all you are doing to 
help those affected by the storm and for what you do each and every day. Very best wishes and 
thank you for all you do. 

^ncerely, 

. 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 

P. S. I do remember you and most especially your commitment to social justice. 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

December 13, 1998 

Sister Jane Burke, SSND 
6401 North Charles Street 
Baltimore. MD 21212-1099 

Dear Sister Jane: 

Thank you for your letter about relief to Central America in the wake of Hurricane Mitch. 

The President and the First Lady share^our concern about the people ofthe region and 
every effort is being made to provide signillcant assistance ranging from food aid and medicines 
to rebuilding bridges and roads. Recently Mrs. Clinton visited Honduras, Nicaragua, Guateiiiala 
and El Salvador where she was able to see the effects oflhe storm first hand. Wc also spent lime 
in the Dominican Republic and Haiti which have yet to recover from Hurricane George. During 
the trip, she announced some ofthe additional initiatives the US is taking to help these countries 
recover from the severe devastation and we are working diligently on the long term 
reconstruction needs as well as exploring the debt relief issues, immigration, and CBI 
enhancement. A ^ 

1 know Mrs. Ciinton would want me to convey her appreciation for all you are doing to 
help those atYected by the storm and for what you do each and every day. Very best wishes and 
thank you for all you do. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff lo 
the First Lady 

P. S. 1 do remember you and most especially your commilmenl to social justice. 
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December 21, 1998 

Carolyn Becraft 
Assistant Secretary to the Navy 
1000 Navy Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20350-1.000 

Dear Assistant Sewetary Becraft 

Congratulations on your appointment to Assistant 
Secretary. I regret that I could not attend the swearing-in 
ceremony, but wanted to extend my best wishes to you for 
your new position. I know you're already brimming with 
exciting ideas to promote women's programs and other 
important issues. 

Happy holidays and all the best for the new year. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



December 17, 1998 

Carolyn Becraft 
Assistant Secretary to the Navy 
1000 Navy Pentagon 
Washinglon, DC 20350-1000 

Dear Assistant Secretary Becraft: 

Congratulations on your appointmeiil lo Assislani 
Secretary. 1 regret that I could nol attend ihe swearing-in 
ceremony, but wanted to extend my best wishes to you for 
your new position. | |c--x--^ <^/v. ' ^ 

Happy holidays^and all the best for the new year. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Slaff to 
the First Lady 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
(MANPOWER AND RESERVE AFFAIRS) 
1000 NAVY PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON DC 20350-1000 
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F8 METER 
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Melanne Verveer 
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Off.ice of Ehe F i r s t E.ady 
Old Executive OEEice B u i l d i n g 
Room 100 

Washington, DC 20500 

,111, n i l i l i i l i i 



' H E W I I I T E HOU.SE 

W A S H I N C T O N 

August 26, 1998 

Mr. Vito Borrello 
President 
Every Person Influences Children 
State University College at Buffalo 
1300 Elmwood Ave., Cassety Hall 340 
Buffalo, New York 14222 

Dear Mr. Borrello: 

Thank you for the information about Every Person 
Influences Children, which we received through Molly Raiser. 
I read your materials with interest, and I will share them with 
colleagues here at the White House. 

As you know, parenfing is an important issue to Mrs. 
Clinton. I know she would want me to covey her appreciation 
for your important work, along with her best wishes for 
continued success. Should you find yourself in Washington, do 
not hesitate to get in touch with us. 

Thank you for all you are doing for parents and 
children. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chiefof Staff to 
the First Lady 



EPIC - Every Person Influences Children, Inc. 
Executive Office 

State University College at Buffalo 
1300 Elmwood Avenue, Cassety Hall Room 340 ' ' / Q ^ . ^ , . * - ^ 

Buffalo, New/York 14222 
lephone: (716)886-62 
Fax: (716)886-0221 

Telephone: (716)886-6396 ^ 

Every Person Influences Children I 

April 1, 1998 

Ms. Molly Raiser 
3318 0 Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 

I 

Dear Molly: 

After a conversation with EPIC Chairman, Ward Wettlaufer, he asked that I contact you. 

As requested, I have provided five general information packets on EPIC, including EPIC's 
Annual Report, current newsletter, and other general information. I have also included our 15-
minute promotional video. 

EPIC - Every Person Influences Children started in Buffalo, NY in 1980 and has spread to 
15 states throughout the U.S., with primary concentration throughout New York State and New 
Jersey. Two programs achieve the mission of our organization, which is to work with parents, 
teachers and other community members (the most influential people in a child's life) to enable 
children to become responsible adults. 

• Our parent education program empowers parents of infants to adolescents to raise 
responsible children. Parents not only gain parenting tips, but, more importantly, gain 
self esteem in being a parent and develop a support system in their own community. 
All workshop facilitators are trained and certified by EPIC. 

• Our character development and life skills program empowers children by enhancing 23 
life skills, which promote self esteem, problem solving and decision making skills, and 
citizenship. Teachers are trained by our staff to utilize hundreds of EPIC activities 
which are easily infused into their lesson plans. They are also trained in developing 
strong parent/teacher relationships to enhance parental involvement in their child's 
education. 

EPIC has been recognized as the #1 parenting program for distressed families in the 
country by the Better Homes Fund. Our program was also presented with the Gould-Wysinger 
Award for excepfional achievements in reducing juvenile delinquency. 



Ms. Molly Raiser -2- April!, 1998 

I would very much appreciate it if you could forward a copy of this letter and the attached 
packet and video to Melanne Verveer, Mrs. Clinton's Chief of Staff, in hopes of scheduling a 
meeting. I met Mrs. Clinton while attending a conference in Los Angeles in September 19^6 
enfitled "In Harm's Way." After briefly explaining to her that EPIC was very similar to her book, 
"It Takes a Village," she was very interested in leaming more about our program. 

Ideally, EPIC would like to receive the First Lady's support in our plans for national 
replication, perhaps to include increased awareness and federal funding opportunities. 

With the national issues pertaining to violent crimes, teen pregnancy and substance abuse, 
the need for EPIC's proven and effective programs have never been greater. 

I will be in Washington from April 23 to April 26. EPIC has been recognized as a 
superior national program by Hand in Hand: Parents-Schools-Communities United for Kids, 
funded by the Mattel Foundation. Molly, I would enjoy the opportunity to meet with you, and 
perhaps, if possible, the First Lady and/or her staff. Thank you for your support and assistance. 

Sincerely, 
y 

Vito J. Borrello 
President 

VJB:jc 
cc. Ward Wettlaufer, Chair 
Enc. 



Home • School • Community ̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  
Making Parenting a Priority -̂ SERVAKOK 



For additional information about the 

EPIC Program 

please contact: 

EPIC Executive Office 
State University College at Buffalo 

1300 Elmwood Avenue, Cassety Hall Room 340 
Buffalo, NewYork 14222 

Telephone: (716)886-6396 
Fax: (716)886-0221 

EPIC Downstate New York Office 
100 Executive Boulevard, Suite 101 

Ossining, NewYork 10562 
Telephone: (914)941-1302 

Fax: (914)941-7566 

EPIC Rockland County Office 
461 Viola Road 

Spring Valley, New York 10977 
Telephone: (914)352-9105 

Fax: (914)352-9108 

EPIC Western New York Office 
State University Colege at Buffalo 

1300 Elmwood Avenue, Cassety Hall Room 340 
Buffalo, NewYork 14222 

Telephone: (716) 884-4064 
Fax: (716) 886-0221 

PHOTOCOPY 
RESERVATION 



Home • Schni)! • Coirunitnity 
Making Parenfini; a Priority 

EPIC Executive OfTices 
Stale University College :i( BulTalo 
Cassety Hall - Room 340 
130() Elmwood Avenue 
Butlalo. New York 14222 
Telephone: f7l6) 886-63% 
I-a.x: (716) 886-0221 

Vito J. Borrello 
Presidenl 
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NEWSLETTER OF EPIC • Every Person Influences Children, Inc. 

.4 New.ii Update I-or All Friends of EPIC April 1998 

EPIC Selected as Exemplary Program 
by National Initiative Sponsored by 

Mattel Foundation 

We are plea.sed to announce that EPIC, once again, has been recognized 

nationally for its innovative and exciting programs. In February, EPIC re­

ceived word that it had been selected as an exemplary program - one of only 

12 throughout the country - by "Hand in Hand: PiuenLs-Schools-Communities 

United for Kids," a national initiative funded by the Mattel Foundalion. 

EPIC will be included in Hand in Hand's national public awareness cam­
paign, printed materials, and website listing. In addition, a financial award is 
provided to enhance EPIC's efforts in uniting parents, children, educators 
and community members to interact in new ways that have a positive impact 
on the education of children. 

Hand in Hand is coordinated by the Institute for Educational Leader­

ship in Washington, D.C. The initiative was established to enhance current 

iniliatives and share information about programs that expect, value, and 

nurture the role families and communities play in children's learning. Hand 

in Hand has helped bring attention to the broad range of ways cities across 

the nation have increased parental and community involvement. Since its 

inception in 1995, Hand in Hand has become a nationally recognized edu­

cation initiative lhat is making a difference in the lives of children and 

families. 

Through its annual program held every November, Take Our Parents to 
School (TOPS) Week, communities across the country present activities or 
events that involve parents, children, educators and community members in 
education. This year, TOPS Week will be held November 15-21. Watch for 
details in future newsletters to learn how EPIC will celebrate this special 
week. 

EPIC Premieres On 
The Virgin Islands 

In Febmary, EPIC experienced an­
other exciting first when Lynn Sachs, 
EPIC's national director of training, pre­
sented two facilitator training programs 
and a coordinator training program on 
St. Croix and St. Thoma.s Islands. 
EPIC's Caribbean debut came al liie re­
quest of the newly-formed Beacon 
Schools initiative, a collaboration ol' 
human service agencies on the Virgin 
Islands, and as a result of EPIC's long­
time partnership with Beacon Schools 
in New York Cily. 

Beacons are school-based commu­
nity centers that are open after school, 
evenings, and weekends to oiler chil­
dren, young people and families a wide 
range of services. The goal of these cen­
ters is to create safe havens and to stand 
as a symbol of hope and opportunity in 
the neighborhoods most affected by sub­
stance abuse, crime and violence. 

We are very proud of EPIC's ongo­
ing involvement in the New York City 
Beacon School program, and look for­
ward to an equally successful partner­
ship with the Beacon Schools on the 
Virgin Islands. 

Announcing 
Facilitator and parent manuals for 
EPIC's newest workshop series, 
Parents of Young AdolesceiUs. 
will be available in Spanish 
beginning May 1st. 

EPIC- Every Person Influences Children • 1300 Elmwood Ave • Cassety Hall • Buffalo, NY 14222 
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mc m ® NEWSLETTER OF EPIC - Every Person Influences Children, Inc. 

A News Update For All Friends of EPIC 

Graduating Parents Give Thumbs Up 
to EPIC Workshops 

What do people really think of EPIC's parenting program? Just ask 
someone who is graduating from a workshop series and you'll get a quick 

and enthusiastic answer. We did just 
that at the recent graduation cer­
emony that took place in Niagara 
Falls, New York. 

Wayne Bamette, who celebrated 
his EPIC graduation and his twenty-
first birthday in the same week, rec­
ognized the value of EPIC's program 
and was eager to share his reactions. 
"Most important was the interaction 
I had with other parents," Wayne said. 

As a young parent, Wayne reflected on his EPIC experience and suggested 
that "taking an EPIC workshop should be the first thing parents do when 
they are expecting a child." 

Loma DeLong, another Niagara Falls graduate, was glad she had seen 
the workshop announcement in the local paper just days before the series 
began. "The workshop covered all of the parenting issues I wanted to leam 
more about and it helped me realize that I wasn't alone. Other parents were 
going tlirough the same thing with their children." 

This graduation ceremony may have been a bit more exciting than most 
because of the surprise visit from Robert Wilson, EPIC's founder, but every 
group that completes an EPIC workshop series leaves feeling more empow­
ered by the parenting tools and techniques they've gained from the program 
and the network of support they've experienced. 

Congratulations to all those parents and guardians who are actively striv­
ing to be more effective guides and role models for their children. 

December 1997 

EPIC's Founder, Robert Wilson, far right, nnd 
Vila Borrello, EPIC. President, second right, 
presented ceriificnles to parent graduates. 

Junior League 
Catapults EPIC Into 

21st Century 

On November 11, 
1997, the Junior 
League of Buffalo 
and the Buffalo 
News awarded a 

JUNIOR LÎAGUE $125,000 grant to 
BuriALO EPIC which will 

fund the technology EPIC needs to 
enhance its services in Western New 
York and throughout the United 
States. The grant will enable EPIC 
to purchase computers and other 
communications and training equip­
ment needed to establish its National 
Training and Communications Cen­
ter. When completed, the Center will 
offer unique leaming opportunities 
for parents, teachers and community 
agencies who are utilizing EPIC's 
programs. 

The Junior League has been a 
partner with EPIC since the agency's 
earliest days, providing grants for 
EPIC's first set of manuals and for 
outreach materials. The Junior 
League has also provided volunteers 
through the years, who have led EPIC 
workshops in communities through­
out Western New York. As EPIC 
prepares to increase its services na­
tionwide, it is fitting that the Junior 

continued on page 3 

EPIC • State University College at Buffalo • 1300 Elmwood Ave • Cassety Hall • Buffalo, NY 14222 



WHAT IS EPIC? 

Founded in 1980, EPIC - Every Person Influences Children, Inc is a national prevention 
program that helps parents, teachers and members of die community to raise children to become 
responsible adults. 

EPIC offers a comprehensive program that unites the home, school and community - the 
three most powerful influences in a child's life. It is a most effective tool for the prevention of child 
abuse and neglect, school dropout, juvenile crime, substance abuse, and teenage pregnancy. 

EPIC parenting workshops are small, supportive discussion groups led 
by EPIC-U-ained facilitators. Parents come together in these groups to discuss 
parenting concems and to exchange ideas and parenUng techniques. EPIC 
workshops are offered to parents of children from birth through adolescence with 
accompanying parendng manuals which are available in both English and 
Spanish. Those workshops help parents/guardians to strengthen their parenting 
skills for raising children in today's complex society. The workshops also 
empower parents to become more involved in dieir child's education. 

In the school, EPIC's teacher and support staff training help to foster 
character development and life skills in students including reponsible behavior, 
effective decision making and positive self-esteem, as well as a strong citizenship 
role which children need to become responsible adults. Special focus is placed on 
building home/school partnerships. 

EPIC collaborates with the community by forming partnerships with 
social service agencies and the faith community who refer parents or hold on-site 
workshops. Local businesses enter the corr,;nunity partnership through financial 
sponsorship of the progr;im. 

The EPIC Program is a powerfiil tool that can improve the quality of life 
for children ;ind families. 

Children are our society's most precious resource. EPIC believes that every individual can make 
a positive difference in children's lives, whether as an EPIC facilitator, coordinator or workshop 
participant or simply as a positive role model for our future gine rations. 



THE EPIC PROGRAM 

A. Prevention Program 

B. Home Component 

• Provides workshops for: 
Parents of infants and Toddlers 
Parents of Young Cliildren 
Parents of Young Adolescents 
Parents of Adolescents 

• Led by trained facilitators 
• Coordinated by on-site coordinators 

C. School Component 

• Activities for students 
• Develops life skills in 3 learning areas: 

Self-concept 
Rules, rights and responsibilities 
Decision making/problem solving 

• Implemented by teachers, grades Pre-K to 12 

D. Community Component 

• Networking with Social Service agencies 
for referrals 

• Collaboration with community groups 
• Recruitment of facilitators and coordinators 



PROGRAM OUTCOMES 
E P I C - E V E R Y PERSON INFLUENCES CHILDREN, INC. 

A recent long term study has proven that three years later, nearly 90% of EPIC workshop 
participants continue to use the skills they leamed during the workshops. 

Evaluations of EPIC parenting workshop participants over the past ten years have shown that 
80% ofthe parents: 

• report improved relationships with their children 
increase their knowledge of, and ability to implement new parenting techniques 
improve their ability to communicate with their children's teachers 
reduce risk factors associated with child abuse and neglect 

What Parents Are Saying About EPIC 

"EPIC needs to be a part of every pcxrent's life!" 

"You learn that you 're not alone as a parent, struggling with worries and 
concerns about your child " 

Evaluations of EPIC's School Program show that teachers: 

rated the program highly 

saw substantial inceases in students' self-concept, citizenship skills and problem solving/ 
decision-making skills 
increased their interaction with parents 

What Teachers and Administrators Are Saying About EPIC ... 

"EPIC ties very nicely into the way we are already handling self-concept, responsibility, and 
discipline in our classrooms. " 

"On a scale of one to ten, EPIC is between nine and ten because EPIC activities are so easily 
infused into daily plans. " 

"EPIC has helped us in building home.̂ schoolpartnerships. " 



PARENT WORKSHOP 

Parents of Infants and Toddlers 

• Knowing Yourself as a Parent 
• Tuning-in To Your Child 
• Fostering Self-Esteem 
• Helping Your Child To Cope 
• Setting Limits 
• Building Independence 
• Learning to Talk 
• Establishing Routines 
• Leaming Through Play 
• Promoting Literacy in Your Child 

Parents of Yoiins Children 

Parenting Styles And Decision-Making 
Children Need Families 
Single Parenting 
Listening And Responding To Children 
Coinmimicating With Teachers 
Love Is A Powerful Vitamin 
Character, Conscience And Values 
Fostering Self-Esteem 
Encouraging Emotional Growth 
Coping With Daily Conflicts 
Crises That AJffect Families 
Structure And Limits 
Rewards And Punishments 
Sexuality Education Begins In 

The Home 
Sibling Rivalry 
Guilt And Stress Of The Working Parent 
Building Bridges Between Parent 

And Child: A Substance Abuse 
Prevention Workshop 

Help Your Child Succeed In School 

T I T L E S 
Parents of Youns Adolescents 

' Growing Up Is Hard Work 
' Communication Problems And 

Strategies 
' Who Am I? Identity And 

Independence 
• Making, Breaking, And Revising Rules 
• Peer Groups And Friendships 
' Right Versus Wrong: Character 
Development 

' Helping Your Yoimg Adolescent 
Succeed In School 

Parents of Adolescents 
• Keeping In Touch With Parenting 
• Growing Up Is Hard Work 
• Communication: Problems And 
Strategies 

• Teen Value Systems 
• Love That Is Patient, Love That Is True 
• High School: Parents Can Help 
• Who Am I? Identity And Independence 
• Making, Breaking And Revising Rules 
• Self-Destruction 
• Peer Groups And Teen Friendships 
• Emerging Sexuality 
• Teen Pregnancy 
• Helping Your Adolescent Succeed In 
School 
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^ E P I C SCHOOL PROGRAM 

DEVELOPS 23 L I F E SKILLS IN 

CHILDREN 
Self-Concept and Self-Esteem 
1. Recognize tlie basic needs of self and others. 
2. Be av/are of self and others. 
3. Recognize continuous change and grov*^ of all living things. 
4. Appreciate the interdependence of all hving things. 
5. Act as a helpful person. 
6. Be aware of the feeling nature of all humans. 
7. Cope with feelings. 
8. Be aware ofthe need for friends and other helpful people. 
9. Develop caring, nurturing and sharing behaviors 

Rules, Rights and Responsibilities 
10. Recognize personal, civil, and other human rights. 
11. Recognize the rights and responsibilities of authority figures. 
12. Understand the relationship between rights and responsibilities. 
13. Understand the need for rules, regulations, routines, limits, etc. 
14. Develop the skills to share in the development of rules. 
15. Recognize the need for daily routines and schedules. 

Decision Making/Problem Solving 
16. Recognize die need for options within a decision making process. 
17. Develop tlie skills to place ideas, things, etc., into priority ranking. 
18. Develop the abihty to establish individual and group goals. 
19. Develop coping skills to deal with the fhish ation of not attaining goals. 
20. Recognize the need to make decisions. 
21. Understand tlie need to take responsibility for decisions. 
22. Understand tlie effects of attitudes on the decision making process. 
23. Develop an awareness of the need to plan for change. 



AWARDS AND 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

• EPIC was selected by the New York City Board of Education as one of two programs to support parent 
involvement and literacy in the school 

• EPIC was rated #1 nationally by Tiie Better Homes Fund m ôno, programs serving transitional, homeless 
or high-risk families 

• EPIC's home and school programs, Growing coidLearning Together and Growing Up Together, 
are validated by the New York State Education Department as Exemplary Programs. 

• EPK was named a Gould-U .̂singer Award vAnner by the U.S. Department ofJustice for 
exceptional achievements in reducing juvenile delinquency (1995) 

• EPIC volunteers received tho Eleanor Roosevelt Community Service Award Certificate of 
Merit for outstanding volunteer leadership. (1994) 

• EPIC received the Decade of the Child Certificate of Merit from New York State 
Governor Mario M. Cuomo. (1994) 

• EPIC was selected as an Exemplary Program by the New York State Division for Youth. (1992) 

• EPIC volunteers were designated by the President as a White House "Point of Light." (1991) 

• EPIC was the 1990 recipient of the National Program Award, given by the Child Abuse 
Prevention Council ofthe National Committee for the Prevention of Child Abuse and 
Neglect, Houston, Texas Chapter 

• EPIC's founder, Robert L. Wilson, was awarded the prestigious $100,000 "Endow a Dream 
Award' by the W. Clement Stone Foundation. (1988) 

• EPIC's founder, Robert L. Wilson, was awarded the distinguished Donna J. Stone Award 
for significant contribution to the prevention of child abuse, presented by the National 
Committee for the Prevention of Child Abuse. (1987) 

• EPIC was the recipient of the Special Community Award hy the National Conference of 
Christians and Jews. (1983) 

• EPIC received the Presidential Recognition Award for Outstanding Volunteer Community 
Service. (1983) 

• EPIC's Growing Up Together program for middle level grades is endorsed by the National 
Middle School Association. 



E P I C PROGRAM SERVICES 

Home Component 

• Workshops for: 
Parents of Infants and Toddlers 
Parents of Young Children 
Parents of Young Adolescents 
Parents of Adolescents 

• Manuals in English and Spanish for: 
Parents 
Workshop Leaders 

• Training for: 
Parent Workshop Facilitators (Volunteers or Staff) 

• Training and Manuals for Coordinators of the Home Component 

School Component 

• Training for: 
Teachers of Grades Pre-K through 12 
School Support Staff and Administrators 

• Specialized Training for Home/School Partnerships 

• Teacher Guides for: 
Primary Grades 
Intermediate Grades 
Middle Level and High School 

• Training and Manuals for Coordinators of the School Component 

Additional Services 

• Referrals to and from Community Agencies 

• Program Evaluation 

• Program Support and Follow-up 

• Grant Writing and Technical Assistance 

• Collaboratives 



How To FUND 
E P I C - EVERY PERSON INFLUENCES CHILDREN, INC. 

Training and materials for EPIC's comprehensive education and prevention programs 

can be funded under many public and private sources, including programs addressing: 

• Child and adult education 
• Parenting education 
• Home/school partnerships 
• Child abuse and neglect 
• At-risk youth 
• Substance abuse prevention 
• Teen pregnancy 
• School dropout prevention 
• Family literacy 
• Youth mentoring 
• Violence prevention 

Funding to implement EPIC is available from state and local sources, including: 

• State divisions for youth and local youth bureaus 
• Education departments and public school districts 
• Social services departments 
• Substance abuse prevention agencies 

Funding is also available through federal programs, including*: 

• Title 1 funds (supports parent involvement in schools) 
• Other funds through 77?^ Improving America's Schools Act (reauthroization of the Elementary 

and Secondary Education Act) 
• Even Start (funds family literacy programs, and can include parenting skills training) 
• Head Start and Early Head Start 

• Drug-Free Schools and Communities (supports substance abuse prevention efforts) 

Other sources of funding include: 

• Private Foundations 

• Community Organizations 
• PTAs, PTOs and other parent organizations 
• Local businesses 
• Service clubs, such as Junior League, Kiwanis or Rotary clubs 

EPIC can assist you to prepare applications to fund EPIC in your community. Staff can 

provide materials for the narrative of your proposal relating to the goals and objectives 

q/'EPIC, evaluation methods, and benefits to participants. EPIC staff will also assist you 

to develop an EPIC budget that fits both the proposed funding source and your needs. 

• The specific namci of these agencies will vary from stale to slate. 
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T H E WII ITK HOUSE 
WASI-l I N C / I ON 

August 26, 1998 

Jerry and Lorin Biederman 
5720 Owensmouth Ave. #158 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Biederman: 

Thank you so much for sending us copies of Earth 
Angels. The First Lady conveys her appreciation and best 
wishes. We wish you much success in your work in 
highlighting the good works of people and inspiring others to 
be "earth angels." 

Thank you for your thoughtfulness, and all the best. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



Lorin and Jerry Biederman 

, I T • • • • • 
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Broadway Books 
A Division of Bantam Doubleday Dell 

1540 Broadway 
New York. New York 10036 
Phone 212/782-8941 
Fax 212/782-8338 

BR 
BO For Immediate Release 

Review Copies: Jonathan Hahn 
(212)782-8941 
Interviews: Leslie Rossman 
(510) 658-7520 

Authors go on a nationwide search 
for real-life good Samaritans, 

celebrating their heartwarming and inspiring stories 
in a new compilation, entitled 

EARTH ANGELS 

What is an Earth Angel? An Earth Angel is a real person—he or 

she could be a stranger or someone you've known your entire life—who 

shows up at a crucial moment and inspires or helps you, brings you a 

smile, or even saves your life. EARTH ANGELS: True Stories About 

Real People Who B r i n g Heaven to Ea r th (Broadway Books; Hardcover, 

October 15, 1997; $18.00) by Jerry and Lorin Biederman is a compilation 

of dramatic stories celebrating Earth Angels who do unforgettable kind 

deeds and spread unconditional good-will to others. 

The Biedermans have been on a mission for the past four years to 

fmd people who have made the world a better place. "You know the 

over -



saying," say the authors, "'When you're in love, the world's in love'? Well, 

as much as we tried to keep our rose-colored glasses on, we were forced 

to acknowledge that the world was not in love....We wanted to fmd a way 

to help reverse the direction of modem society and we wondered if 

changing the world could be as easy as changing the way we look at the 

world." The Biedermans began by grassroots "experiments" in their 

hometown of Los Angeles, the City of Angels, searching for any "evidence 

of human kindness." Then they began interviewing people—in person, 

via their Web Site, and through classified ads in USA Today and their 

own 24-hour hotline—and the idea for EARTH ANGELS was born! 

This heart-warming compilation of 64 stories written and told by 

people who were touched by an angel, is categorized by subjects such as 

The Earth Angel Next Door (Friends and Neighbors), Our Family, Our Earth 

Angels, as well as Teachers and Lessons, Healing Body and Soul, and 

Heroes Among Us, to name a few. 

Within these chapters are personal stories that capture the 

essence of extending good-will toward others, such as: 

• Foster, written by a 30 year-old reporter who remembers when he was 
five years old and his foster mother—his Earth Angel—took him out of 
a shelter and reunited him with his sister; 

• In an Instant, written by Racheal, whose brother Dion lost his own life 
when protecting his pregnant wife against a drive-by shooting; and 

- over -



Blue Poppies of Tibet, written by Pauline, a naturalist, who as a child 
had polio and meningitis, and was determined to walk again when a 
famous explorer described all the wonderful places in the world she 
could go. 

Through their search for acts of kindness, the Biedermans were 

overwhelmed by the tremendous personal plights of younger people. 

According to the authors, "an entire high school devoted their first 

annual v.Titing contest to Earth Angels." Over two thousand students 

wrote about a special person in their life who made a positive impact on 

them, including friends, relatives, and strangers. 

The Biedermans feel that everyone has an Earth Angel, and this 

book is not only proof that people can thrive on good news, but it is a 

tribute to the goodness in people and the way many of us protect each 

other. 

"Our little afternoon experiment became a seed for this book," say 

the authors, "and we hope that these stories will inspire you, not only to 

remember who is your own earth angel, but to become an Earth Angel in 

the lives of others." 

EARTH ANGELS also includes a 24-hour Earth Angel hotline and 

address at the end of the book encouraging readers to share their own 

personal stories and to be considered for other upcoming Earth Angel 

projects. 

- over -



EARTH ANGELS: 
True Stories About Real People Who Bring Heaven to Earth 

by Jerry and Lorin Biederman 
Broadway Books 

Hardcover 
Pub Date: October 15, 1997 

Price: $18.00 
A selection in the Guidepost book club. 

Second serial rights sold to Woman's Day to appear in the 
December 1997 issue. 

About the Authors: 
Lorin Michelle Biederman is an award-winning author, poet, and teacher. 
Jerry Biederman is the author of seven books. At twenty-one, he co-
authored his first book entitled The Do-It Yourself Bestseller. His second 
book, Secrets of a Small Town: The Extraordinary Confessions of Ordinary 
People, is the true story of his American joumey for strangers' secrets. 
Jerry and Lorin met four years ago, believe it was "love at first sight," and 
are now newlyweds. They live in Woodland Hills, Califomia, with their 
dog, Disney, and aire expecting their first child in December. 



Broadway Books 
A Division of Banl;irn Douhlcd.'iy Dell 

September 15, 1997 

One couple's grassroots mission to find "earth angels" 
—real people who bring heaven to earth-

gains momentum 

Book, website, TV series, and national writing contest 
"arc just the beginning" 

Three year.s ago, jii.st alter their marriage, Jerry and Lorin Biederman took the newlywed 
saying "when you're in love, tiie world's in Itnw" to heart and set oul on a mission to find 
people who have made (he world a better place. They placed a cla.ssificd ad in USA 
Today requesting "heartwarming stories aboul someone who inade a positive difference 
in yoin life." They gol an enormous response from around the country, and Jerry, a 
published author, succeeded in getting a major book contract for a compilation of these 
stories. Ail told, they have now collcclcd over 3()()() stories from people of all ages, all 
races, aiul all ct)rncrs ol the couniry, from senioi citizens to entire school groups. On 
Oclobcr \ Bioadway Books will pubii.sh the Biedcnuan's .selection of M oflhe most 
compelling stones in luirth Angels: 1 rue Stories About Real People Who Hrinji 
Heaven to luirtli 

The book marks just the beginning ol what the Biedermans have planned, 'fhcir idea has 
grown into a nationwide, multimedia network that could be compared to a iamily 
searching lor a missing loved one. As tiie gill-giving, more charitable spirit of the 
holidays approaches, here's whal the Bicderiiian's have underway: 

* 5-cilv book tour in November, wilh 5 more "earth angels," to be announced in each 
location (Kansas City, Cincinnati, Dayton, Nashville, Encino, and Thousand Oaks-
schedule enclosed); 

* National writing contest to find another "earth angel," who will be announced on 
December 15; 

* Grand prize "earth angel" essay will be chosen for inclusion in the paperback edition of 
Earth Angels (Broadway Books); 

* A television series inspired by the book is currently in development by a 3-time Emmy-
award winning producer; 

more. 

1540 Bioadway. New York, New York 10036 Phone 212/364-6500 Fax 212/782-8338 
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* A syndicated column written by the Biedermans is in the works; 

* School participation - Impressed by the positive impact writing aboul "earth angcks" 
had on their students, many school teachers and administrators are incorporating an "earth 
angels" program into their standard curriculum (see enclosed website printout for 
details); 

* A website (www.DigitalStarlight.com/earthangels), a 24-hour hotline (818-734-0499), 
and a mailing address (18034 Ventura Blvd. #414, Encino, CA 91316 continue lo collect 
eve:i more stories for other earth angel projecis. 

"Our little afternoon experiment became a seed for a larger campaign. Our ultimate hope 
is that all of these activities inspire many more people to become an earth angel in the 
lives of others. We plan to help foster and support the natural expansion of this earth 
angel campaign as long as we can." 

To interview Jerry and Lorin Biederman, some of the storytellers, and some of their 

"earth angels," 
Contact: Leslie Rossman (510) 65S-752() 

or Jonathan Hahn (212) 7S2-S941 



'1' 11 li VV H I T E l-l O 11 S K 

WASH 1 N ( J I O N 

August 26, 1998 

Senator Max Baucus 
511 Hart Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator Baucus: 

Thank you for your thoughtful note and the photo. You 
and your colleagues were the best CODE L with whom we 
have had the privilege to travel. We are grateful for your 
participation, leadership and advice. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

idelanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 
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T H K VVHITE H O U .S 1 

W A S H I N G TON 

August 26, 1998 

Ambassador Gyorgy Banlaki 
Embassy of Hungary 
3910 Shoemaker St., NW 
Washington, DC 20008 

Dear Ambassador Banlaki: 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter, and your 
friendship. I regret that 1 did not see you during your recent 
visit to the White House. 

You have the great satisfaction of knowing that your 
accomplishments as Ambassador were considerable and I am 
personally grateful to you for all your kindness, especially 
during the First Lady's visit to Budapest. 

Best wishes to you for every future success. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



Ms. Melanne S. Verveer 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
The White House 
Room 100, 17th Street & Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

July 24, 1998 

.1^ 

As incredible as it may sound, my fourth year as Hungarian Ambassador 
in Washington Is coming to an end. What a magnificent four years these have 
been! To be able to represent your country in the US is a great honor and a 
prestigious assignment at any time. But to do so during these four years has 
been something very special. We have accomplished nothing less historic 
during my tenure than moving the American-Hungarian bilateral relationship 
from partnership to alliance as a consequence of the ratification of NATO 
enlargement in the U.S. Senate. While this happened American investments in 
Hungary and bilateral trade reached record levels. 

The exceptional Kennedy Center Gala marking Hungary's 1,100*̂  
Anniversary which generated five articles in the Washington Post, the Hungarian 
designed D C. Transit Ikarus bus in the White House gardens boarded by 
President Clinton and Prime Minister Horn, the replica of St. Stephen's Holy 
Crown displayed in Statuary Hall of the Capitol and in the Carter Center in 
Atlanta bring back warm and proud memories. Looking back on what has been 
accomplished, I depart content and pleased. 

As I go through the emotionally draining process of bidding my farewells, I 
also start to contemplate what to do next. I am going back to the private sector, 
from which I was asked to serve as Ambassador four years ago. I will try to 
shape my "what next" as a mosaic, the specifics of which will emerge in the 
coming weeks and months. I have an offer or two for board directorships, will 
explore lecturing, teaching a course in political science, do some consulting and 
business opportunity creation and, in all likelihood, write a book. But for the time 
being I am completely open in my own mind on what I would eventually do. I will 
review the offers (if any) and then decide. 



Perhaps the most rewarding aspect of this wonderful job and assignment 
has been the opportunity to meet and interact with friends, partners and leaders 
like yourself. It has been very pleasing to have been able to draw on the insights 
and ideas of so many top people. There are many friendships that I take with me 
~ and not leave them behind. 

I would like to keep in touch. If this letter inspires an idea of our possible 
future contacts and cooperation or you just have a suggestion that you think 
might make sense for me to pursue, do let me know. I would be most 
appreciative. As I am finding out there are few things harder than describe one's 
own strengths and competitive advantage assets. In addition to what the past 
four years as Ambassador to the US may have equipped me with in terms of 
experience and contacts, and to forging the experiences and perspectives of the 
public and private sectors -not yet a frequent occurrence in Central Europe--, at 
the most general level, perhaps it is the dual and simultaneous sense and 
capability of seeing and understanding America through the eyes of an American 
High School graduate, informed and sympathetic "insider" foreigner, an 
American-raised European, and of seeing and understanding, from the same 
perspective, America's outside world, which I am part of and where America's 
business partners are. 

As I thank you for your friendship and support in the past, let me wish you 
all the success and happiness for the future. 

With warm regards, 

Dr. Gyorgy Banlaki 



THE WHITK HOU.SE 
WASH 1 Nr; I O N 

August 24, 1998 

Ms. Gail Berendzen 
President 
Women of Washington 
1828 L Street, NW, Suite 920 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Ms. Berendzen: 

Thank you for your letter and invitation for the First 
Lady to deliver the keynote address at your 'Women and the 
New Millennium" luncheon, here in Washington on September 
24. 

Regrettably, Mrs. Clinton is scheduled to be out of the 
country, and will be unable to accept your kind invitation. But 1 
know she would want me to convey her appreciation for your 
ongoing thoughtfulness, along with her best wishes for a 
successful event. 

Best wishes; if we can be helpful to the organization in 
the future, please let us know. 

Siricerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 
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\Yomen of Washington 

linorportihd 

13 July 1998 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White Hou.se 
Office of the First Lady 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

Firstly, I would like to congratulate you on your recent trip to China. As you have done on so 
many foreign visits, you brought a new level of prestige and understanding of America to other 
countries. I particularly enjoyed reading about your encounters with Chinese women which would 
be of keen interest to our membership. 

Women of Washington, as you may know, is a major networking organization, with a chapter in 
Los Angeles, which brings women together through personal and professional linkages. We are a 
nonpartisan, nonprofit organizations and provide an array of programs from mentoring for 
younger women to facilitating serious, substantive discussion luncheons. Our objective has been 
to strengthen women by giving increased attention and visibility to their endeavors. 

On Wednesday, September 24th, 1998 Women of Washington will hold a major program entitled 
"Women and the New Millennium," which will celebrate the accomplishments of women in this 
century and look ahead to the 21st century and to the path ahead for American women. The event 
will be held in the ballroom at the Four Seasons Holel at 12 noon. 

It would be a great honor to have you deliver the keynote luncheon address and to share with our 
members your perspective on women today as well as your experiences meeting women from 
other countries and cultures. Your luncheon address would be followed by a panel discussion 
with leading women moderated by Tara Sonenshine, fonnerly of the National Security Council and 
currently Senior Advisor to the United States Institute of Peace. Am.ong the women we have 
invited to be on the post-luncheon panel are Cokie Roberts, Bette Bao Lord and Doris Kearns 
Goodwin. 

Mrs. Clinton, we have tried so many times over the past six years to honor you at Women of 
Washington and to have the women of this town celebrate your achievements. Scheduling has 
always been difficult. 1 hope that this fall's schedule might enable you lo speak at the September 
event. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Si Merely, 

' Gail Berendzen 
President 
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\Yomen of Washington 
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Women of Washington/ Women of Los Angeles 

IVumen ot'lVa.sliinglov, Inc. constitutes a premier networking organization for women in the nation's 
capital. In 1991, Gail Berendzen, the president, founded HTKas a non-profit organization to assist all 
women, irrespective of their race, creed, nationality, or ideology. Women of U)S .Angeles, the first 
affiliate, was formed in 1997. l i lTand WLA. provide opportunities for women to meet other women 
leaders froin diverse professions and with widely-ranging points of view. The organization increases and 
broadens women's contacts, and liicreby aids Lhem professionaiiy and personaliy. This is done tiirough 
an array of programs, including well-attended forums at which nationally known figures discuss and 
debate key current issues and matters of particular interest to women. 

Topics have included "Affirmative Action," "The Changing Roles of Women," "Radio Talk Shows: 
What's America Talking About?," "Politics Through the Eyes of Women Who Cover It," "Abortion: A 
Search for Common Ground," "Current Issues and Research on Women's Health," "The State ofthe 
Arts," "Child Abuse," "Women and Finance," "Teen Pressures," and "Working Mothers: The Delicate 
Balancing Act." Speakers have included Clifford Alexander, Jane Alexander, Elayne Bennett, Susan 
Blumenthal, Jim Bohanon, Bay Buchanan, Mona Charen, Eleanor Clift, Marian Wright Edelman, Susan 
Eisenhower, Betty Friedan, Ellen Goodman, Arianna Huffington, Ted Koppel, Madeline Kunin, Delano 
Lewis, Mara Liasson, Joseph Lieberman, Mary Matalin, Michel McQueen, Kweisi Mfume, Andrea 
Mitchell, Allen Neuharth, Kate O'Beime, Alma Powell, Diane Rehm, Robert Reich, Cokie Roberts, 
Jehan Sadat, Gail Sheehy, Josette Shiner, Alan Simpson, Carole Simpson, Suzanne Somers, Helen 
Thomas, Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, Ted Turner, Jack Valenti, Naomi Wolf, and Judy Woodruff. 

In addition to the monthly luncheon forums, H'If'and WIA hold more intimate "Conversations" with 
leading figures the organization's members would like to know better. There is a bi-monthly publication, 
In Touch, for bi-coastal networking. H'H'also has a year-long mentoring program, monthly breakfasts 
for executive level women, and a program designed specifically for younger women who are just 
entering the work place. Annually, IVW/UIA host the Highlight Awards to recognize prominent men 
who have provided support for women and their endeavors. Many of the programs have been broadcast 
nationally by C-Span. 

Women make up an increasingly large fraction of the nation's professional leaders, and that fraction is 
growing substantially. As women prepare to enter the 21st century, they want au currant information and 
high-level contacts, as well as friends and associates who share their concerns for family, community, 
and career. Women of Washinglon, Inc. and Women of U)sy\vgeles help to meet these needs. Working 
Women Magazine calls the organization "D.C.'s hottest new networking group..." Fortune 500 
companies sponsor many of its events, thus demonstrating the companies' commitment to women and 
their business acumen in realizing women's increasingly great infiuence in all sectors of American life. 

Women of Wasliington, Inc. and Women of Los .Angeles educate, mentor, and link women to one 
anolher. Both organizations bring disparate parts together, facilitating positive collaboration among 
business professionals and friendships among strangers. 

I x:s L Siicci. N.W.. Simc WasliiiiuKiii, DC 20(l.^(i • Tcl: :()2/2')fi-.S')2: • VA\. 



I HE WH I TE HOLISK 

W A S I I I N C ! U N 

February 23, 1998 

Ms. Heidi Cusick 
Ms. LynNell Hancock 
Columbia University 
Joumalism, Mail Code 3800 
2950 Broadway 
New York, NY 10027 

Dear Ms. Cusick & Ms. Hancock: 

Thank you very much for your letter and invitation to 
the First Lady to participate in a conference on children and 
violence in April. 

Regrettably, the First Lady is unable to accept your 
invitation as she is scheduled to be out of the country during 
that time. She sends her best wishes for a successful and 
productive conference. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

— 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



C O L U M B I A U N I V I K.SITY 

February 12, 1998 

Melanne Verveer, Chief of Staff 
-1 

Office of the First Lady , •/ \ f-' V 
" a' ^-^/.^ 7 •7 The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW \ \ \ ^ 
Washington D C. 20500-0003 j ' " ^ ' \ ^ 

'•' • J 7-^ V 
Dear Ms Verveer, ^ J \ 

On behalf of the Prudential Fellowship for Children and the News we are still 
anticipating an answer that the First Lady will be participating in the conference on 
children and violence on Wednesday, April 1, 1998, from 8:30 a m. until 1:00 p m , at 
Columbia University. 

1 thought 1 would update you about the speakers and details as we have them so 
far. We will have a continental breakfast in the World Room on the third floor ofthe 
Journalism School beginning at 8:15 a m. The conference begins at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Lecture Hall, also on the third floor of the journalism building The dean of the journalism 
school will welcome all of the attendees and introduce the First Lady (Or we could ask 
the president ofthe University to introduce her if you prefer.) We would like her to speak 
for 20-30 minutes 

The goal ofthe conference is to investigate what role the media plays in clarifying 
or distorting stories about the lives of children who are violent or children who are 
victims of violence. An impressive group of experts, editors and reporters will devote the 
morning to exploring these complex issues from brain research and family environment to 
peer pressure and educational and legal influences 1 have enclosed the schedule with all of 
the confirmed speakers 

Feel free to call me with any questions. I can be reached at 212-242-1700 or by 
email: hhc9@columbia edu. The fax number at Columbia is 212-854-7837. 

We think the conference is going to be quite exciting and thought-provoking, as 
well as news worthy. Thank you again for considering this invitation. 

Sincerely, 

Heidi Cusick, conference coordinator 
LynNell Hancock, Director 

I I I I n : l IMI IV I I \ l I I I h i \ \ SI I I r I I 'L : i I 111 I '|.: I N A N l ' I I 11 N'l W N 

:n,!c .;siHi J'l.^ii Hiniulw . i \ V . r k . \ > !iHi_'7 _• I _:-M^-l-S7i,^ r.;\ IJ-,s.S-|-7.s.; 



Prudential Fellowship for Children and the News 
Columbia Llniversity Graduate School of Journalism 
Wednesday, April 1, 1998 
J-School Lecture Hall 

Damaged Kids, Delinquent Reporting? Covering Children and Violence 

8 15-9 00 Registration 
Comtinental breakfast in the World Room, 3"' floor Journalism School 
Resource table and programs in World Room 

9:00-9 30 Welcome: Tom Goldstein, Dean, Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism 

Keynote: (First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, invited hut nol confirmed) 

Introduction: Nicholas Scopetta, Commissioner. NYC Adminislralion for Children s Scr\iccs 

9 30-10 30 Media-Made Monsters? 
Moderator: David Gonzalez, Ahcnil New York columnist, New York Times 
Speakers: 
Lawrence Aber, Director Columbia University's National Center for Children in Poverty 
Michael Corriero, Juvenile Judge Supreme Court 
Carol Simpson, ABC World News anchor, Washington D C 
New Youth Connections journalist* 
Linda Lantieri, Resolving Conflicts Creatively 

10:30-1 1:00 Break 

11 00-12 00 Roots of Violence: The Stories We Miss 
Moderator: 
Speakers: 
Dr. Deborah Prothrow-Stith, Harvard School of Public Health 
Dr. Bruce Perry, Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, Texas 
Robin Karr-Morse, co-author Ghosts in Ihe Nursery: Tracing the Roots of Violence 
Don Kao, Project Reach, outreach program for youths, NYC Chinatown 

12 15-1 00 Seeds of Change 
Speakers James Garbarino, director Family Life Dcvelopmcnl Center. Cornell Uni\ersity 
Ann Marie Lipinski*^, editor, Chicago Tribune, {not confirmed) 

P.M. Panel: Religion and At Risk Youth 



ROOTS OF VIOLENCE 
The Stories We Miss 

The Prudent ia l Fel lowship fo r Children 
and the News pre.sents a ground-breaking 
conference on covering chiklren and violence. 

Journalists, experts, c.oniiniinity leaders 
and teenagers will explore the interconnected 
complex issues of brain development, 
personal enviroiunenl, and legal, social and 
educational influences affecting stories we report. 

WHEN? Wednesday, A p r i l 1, 1998 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

WHERE? Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism 

Call 212-854-8765 for more informalion. 

S A V E T H E D A T E ! ! 
PHOTOCOPY 



The Prudent ia l Fellowship for Children 
and the News presents a ground-breaking 
conference on covering childron and violence. 

Journalists, experts, community leaders 
and teenagers will e.xplore the interconnected 
complex issues of brain development, 
personal environment, and legal, social and 
educational infliieiu-es affecting stories we report. 

WHEN? Wednesday, April 1, 1998 
9 a.m. -1 p.m. 

WHERE? Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism 

Call 212-854-8765 for more information. 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

The Prudent ia l Fellowship for Children 
and the News pre.sent.s a ground-breaking 
conference on covering children and violence. 

Journalists, experts, community leaders 
and teenagers will explore the interconnected 
complex issues of brain development, 
personal eiwironinenl, and legal, social and 
educational influences affecting stories we report. 

WHEN? Wednesday, April 1, 1998 
9 a.m. -1 p.m. 

WHERE? Columbia University 
Graduate School of Journalism 

Call 212-854-8765 for more informalion. 

SAVE THE DATE!! PHOTOCOPY 
-̂ RESEFtVATfOS î 



THK W H I T K HOU.SK 

WASH I N C I O N 

March 9, 1998 

Ms. Isanna Beregovaya 
Zhilyanskaya str. 88 
Kyiv, 32 

UKRAINE 252032 

Dear Isanna: 

On behalf of the President and First Lady, thank you 
very much for your thoughtful letter and videotape and books. 
Mrs. Clinton is pleased she had an opportunity to visit Ukraine 
and wishes you well in your important work in education. 

We wish you, your students and your fellow citizens all 

the best. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chiefof Staff to 

the First Lady 



Uni led Slales l ) r | ) a r l i n f n l o( Slal 

Wiishiiiiiidii. D.C. L'l):',L>l> 

Kebniary 25, 1998 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Chief of SliilT 
Office ofthe First Lady 
Room 100 
Old P.xecutive Oftlce Building 
Washington. D.C . 

Dear Ms. Verveer, 

The accompanying gifts were received by Ambassador Momingslar's olfiee al the Depariment of 
State on behalf of the President and First Lady. The giver's name is Isanna Beregovaya. a teacher of 
English and Social Studies in Kiev, Ui<raine. 

Isanna iiad the opportunity to represent School No. 57 during the First Lady's visit in November 
and was able to capture on video a segment oftlie trip. Included are also books on childcare (in Russian) 
and a letter intended for the President. Isanna is a participant in the Partners in fiducalion (PIE) progiam, 
which is administered by the American Council of 1 eachers of Russian and funded by the Advising. 
Teaching, and Specialized Program Division of USIA. She may be contacted until 6 March at the following 
address: 

Isanna Beregovaya 
c/o Dr. Robert Nuranen 
Teachei' 
Sylmar High School 
13050 Borden Avenue 
Sylmar, CA 01342 

After 6 March, the mailing address for her in Ukraine is the following: 

Isanna Beregovaya 
Zhilyanskaya str. 88 
Kyiv, 32 
Ukraine. 252032 

l hank you. 

Sincerelv 

Karen Clark 
Project Coordinator 
Civic Initiatives 
Office ofthe Coordinator for U.S. 
Assistance to the NIS 



ME)KAyHAPOAHAn KOHOE^EPAUMfl 
TBOPHECKMX OEbEAMHEHMM YHMTEJIEM 

117804, r c n - 7 , r. MocKBa, 
y/i. KeApoBa, a.8, Kop.3 
l e / i . 125-66-88 

PacHeTHbiii cner: leKyaiUM CHBT B MocMHKOM6aHKe 
700697, KoppecnoHflBHTCKMM C'leT 502161000 PKH 
r y UB P<J), MCtO 201791, yHacTHMK 83 

7lO' :i. ctni/Or. .199 

The Wliite House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 

Ukraine 252032 
Kyiv, 32., Zhilyanskaya str.88 
tel. 2270092 

To the president of USA 
William Jefferson Clinton 

Dear Sir, 
Our Confederation was greatly impressed after getting acquainted with your State of the 
Union address of 1997, the biggest part of which is devoted to education. What we find the 
most important about it is your plan of refonnation of education consisting of 10 principles, 
the central part being devoted to the teacher and priority given to education and early 
development of children. The last enjoys a great attention of the First Lady. 

We would like to assure you that in our country we have achieved outstanding results in early 
physical, moral and intellectual development of children as well as physical rehabilitation 
which can be of definite value in the process of bringing your plan into action. 

1 am sending two books by Boris and Yelena Nikitin (their books are translated into 13 
foreign languages but not English) and a videotape devoted to striking achievements of 
V.M. Bronnikov. The First Lady got acquainted with him and his work during her last stay in 
L'viv. 
With the best wishes. 

Sincerely yours 
First Head Deputy of 
Coordination Council Y A. Beregovoy 
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The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 

Ukraine 252032 
Kyiv, 32., Zhilyanskaya str.88 
tel. 2270092 

To the president of USA 
William Jefferson Clinton 

Dear Sir, 
Our Confederation was greatly impressed after getting acquainted with your State of the 
Union address of 1997, the biggest part of which is devoted to education. What we ftnd the 
inost impoilant about it is your plan of refonnation of education consisting of 10 principles, 
the central part being devoted to the teacher and priority given to education and early 
developinent of children. The last enjoys a great attention of the First Lady. 

We would like to assure you that in our country we have achieved outstanding results in early 
physical, inoral and intellectual development of children as well as physical rehabilitation 
which can be of definite value in the process of bringing your plan into action. 

1 am sending two books by Boris and Yelena Nikitin (their books are translated into 13 
foreign languages but not English) and a videotape devoted to striking achievements of 
V.M. Bronnikov. The First Lady got acquainted with him and his work during her last stay in 
L'viv. 
With the best wishes. 

Sincerely yours 
First Head Deputy of 
Coordination Council Y.A. Beregovoy 
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April 7, 1998 

Ms. I 'ilccn 11. Hakkc 
281 I Norlh 24lh Slrccl 
Arlington, VA 22207 

Dear K'l^ Hakki 

Thank yoii very iiuich lor ) Oiir lhoiigh(l\il imlc and 
good wishes. It wa.s a real Ircal to be wilh you and y<Hir 
ImsbaiK.I at ("amp David. I wv.s graleHi! for tiie chance (o spend 
some lime willi 3011. 

wishes. 

liaiik yi.iii for your kind words, prayers and good 

Sincerely, 

/ 7^^-<A 
Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Stai r to 
the l'i rst I.ady 

mm 



—Q^r^ 
EILEEN HARVEY BAKKE 

^ ^ C^ucdi -^pCA^c^ig ii/]t^u:>'(t^ 
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I HF. W M I I K H O t l S K 

W A S I I I N C I O N 

May 27, 1998 

Ms. Lorie Bamum 
Executive Director 
The Susan B. Anthony House 
17 Madison Street 
Rochester, New York 14608 

Dear Ms. Bamum: 

Thank you very much for your letter and invitation to 
the First Lady to visit The Susan B. Anthony House in July. 

I have forwarded your letter to the scheduling office 
and they will be in touch once a decision has been made. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



Sent by: SUSAN B ANTHONY HSE 7163426472 05/13/98 8:04AM Job 385 Page 2 

iL>L ISC 

May S., |')0S 

I ^ 1 I Melanne Vei veer 
^ Chicrol 'Stair 

i OlVice of Ihc r iisl L.ady 
•>lls,.ll lLV Old I'xecutive Ortice liuildifiy Room h) 
Ml l i lOnV Washinglon. D (• 20.S()() 

Dcai Ms Vcrvcei 

There is a bu/.z in the air all across np^lale New N'oik aboul ihe I ns! 1 adv s |ilaiined IMI IM 
July, lor the 15(.)th Anniversary o f l h e l i i s l Woiiien's Kiyhts Convenlion in Scneea la i! • 
We are working closely wUh C'elebrate OS lor llie eelebi.ilion whieh ecntui ^ nn uesli. i) 
New York, the eratile of women's nghl.s W e WOUILI like [o extend an inxiiaimn I'DI ih'. 
First Ladv to stop by The Susan \ i .Aiithoiiv I louse in neaiby Roehestei duniiu. hei Mii-

l.ynn Sherr gave ine vour name and luimliei" She has lo|d me thai tin.; I n si I ads gn-vi.'. i 
wil l i Susan H Anthony's famous t|uole, " l ailiiie is linpossitile'" 1 IK- Anthonv I IUUM I .i 
National Historic Landmark with a \ e i \ siiong sense of plaei~ <ind histi>i \ ('ongn.'.s.s\M riii,ii^ 
Louise Slaughter sometimes stops by jusi id gel le-ehaiged' 1 he I n st I ails ma\ leel 
equally moved, especially since she is a wiimaii who kiunvs ihe snuggles of lelonii 

ll wi>uld be a great pnvilege to welcome 1 lillary Kodham C'lmlon hei daughiei and oOn i 
in her grtiup. to the Susan l i Antlumy I louse foi a loiir \V\; \souitl happilv plan a len i'in i 
or oilier cvenl tor the birsi Lady A lew ideas are speeilieti in liie lellei addiessed lo M . 
( " l i i i t o n 

Rochester is a greal place lo lly inIo and llie Anihonv I louse is less than l i \ e miles l i ; HI^ Ih. 
airporl. The trip to Seneca balls is a shoii foily niiiuile drive il is a trip made mam IUMI -
by Anihony and Stanton by carriage or bu,!',g\ 

Please feel free lo call me at 7 U.i-.>42-04S 1 Mv home iihone numbei is ^ l o .i iS- 5(0 ! 
I look forward to hearing from you. and e\I'litiially meeling NOLI m luK 

Sincerelv vours,. 

I one num 
t'xcculive l^irectoi 
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Mav 1'̂'>X 

hirsi I ady Hillary Rodham Clmlon 

White House 
1^1^ I Old lixecutive OlVice Huilding Rctom KiO' 

Washington. [) (• 20500 

Ihc 
v j s J n l V r)eai Mrs Clinton: 

MltllODV 
i l ouse ' I am delighted to learn that you will be leading a delegation of women lo Seneci Idlb. i • 

celebrate tbe I 50th Anniversary of the 1 iist Woman s RmhK ( onvenlion 

As part of your trip lo western Neu N ork I would like to lake this oppoiUinii\ lo HIM!, 
you to visit the National Historic l andmark Susan 1̂  Anlhon^ House m neaihv Koeiie-i,; 

I would also like to extend a special invitalion lo your daughiei, Chelse.i lo be ilie In si 
" young woman to register lo vole in Ihe very from parlor wheie Susan B Anihonv was 

arrested for voting illegaliv in 1872 The act of signing a v t>lei registi alion t ai il in ihis 
historic spot will exemplify the purpose oflhe struggle, and the significance of ihc hision 
we celebrate It sends a message ofthe impoilaiice of voiing, and pi ovules a suitable 
tribute to Susan li, Anthony, {H\: wiJiild /nrward thr i iirtt to the a/f/fio/ifitiic hmiii/"! 
elections, and if( 'helscLi has already rc^i.-^fcit'd. ttc i cin still t icnu- mt <av/// lo mnki iih,-: 
.shilemcHt.) 

I know of your admiration of Susan B Anthony f iom ihe AlK' - I \ specuil Sit.siiii /; 
Anihonv Slepl Here, where you told tlie stoiy of Anihonv s aiiesi loi illegal voting 
Rochester was Susan B Anthony's home foi the Ibilv most poiilicallv aelive years ol In-; 
life, the headtiuarlers o f the National American Woman SulVr;tge Associalion and llie : ii<, 
o fher death in 1906 

On .luly 12. 1998 Ken Burns and ('ongiesswoiiian Louise Slaughter will be among iln 
honored guests who will be cutting the ribbon on ihe new Susan B Anihony l .diicalioi ,iii ; 
Visitor Center, located in the next-door home of Anihonv s sislei Ken is speai headini: mi 
campaign to rescue and expand the Susan B Anihony I knisc I his Opening marks ihc 
successful completion o f the IlisI phase o f lhe [)lan to repair lesloie and conseiv*.: ihi:-
Nationai Historic Landmark 

I mention this because I have heanl you speak of vour inteiest m Insioin.' presei valion i 'u 
Anihony Heiuse is an excellent example o f a nalional Measure at risk, and how piivaic 
corporate and government suppoi t, to^K-tlicr. are preserving our heritage for fuluie 
generations We would be proud lo welcome you lo Susan B Anihonv s luane dui iiig MH 
inaugural week, to merge your interest m hisioiic piesei valion. and your Inp to celebraK 
wi.>men's contributions lo Amer ican history .Alsc), we woukl like to invile vou lo add \ 
signature to our interactive compuler displav of Anihonv supporters in ihe new eenle' 
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I he Rochester International Airport is a eonvenieni galewav io Seneca f alls with e\hil>M> 
and banneis welcoming the manv visitois who will visit foi the celebralion Susan B 
Anthony's home is only five miles from the airport. We hope vour itinerary will be iilanncd 
so that you can fully experience weslein New N oik as Ihe ciatlle of women's rights wuli 
visits lo botli Seneca Falls and Roehestei 

In coordinating with Mary bdlen Snyder at the National Women s Righls l lisloiical I'aik m 
Seneca Falls, wc have learned lhat the besi limes in yi>ui schedule for a Roeheslei visa ;iu 
late Thursday, July lb, and early I'riday, .hilv I 7 We are happy lo make arrangements s,. 
your visit is possible and enjoyable. The t.irealer Rochester .Area Women Allot neys lia\e 
ofl'ered lo pul together a breakfast, luncheon, or dinner in vour honor i f y o u are inleiesttt! 
I can be reached al 7 1 (v."!42-048 I I look forward lo meeling vou in ,lulv 

Most sincerely youis. 

I ,on\ 5ar num. 
Lxeculive Direclor 



111" 

I [\ (,. 1 O N 

A pi ll 2 ' \ i 'ios 

Si:.Iri" DoViUliy Ann BIIMV.V:;!. i , < )Sl iM 

r I o\ n II !a 1 '.':['• I " 1 ior 

;-;i-l,as of St. I>a::!l liic < iieat 

710 \\- ' \ ('n>i:-.e I 'oad 

r\,,:.; ( Ti.isc i:or, \ \ \ I'̂ O IO !̂ I'lS 

I)i,-,ii- Sisli.M' D I M l i l l y , \ i i n ; 

1 io cyl,nd my li'-arli'i ll j.^iTlirij^.s and good wishes (o all o f y o ' i ):.:>'h.-inl lor ihc 

.SpaI i l iM!i iy < Vnicr ( uomid biersking Ccrcnu.iiy. 1 i-N|v.:i;illy w.uil lo convey my 

roiii,;ial>!!a!i<.!i- io ihc Sisieis of Sl. I?a.-il, ilic Ca|alal ('amp;ii>;.ii CoinmiKCc ,UKI all the y.cnoroii.s 

•upjxai'. IS whii '"i ivi,; made liiis day |'O.,-••.ililc. 

In ilicvo I'.ist p:i..:c<l limes when :.,o many are e.xpci ii.iieing (lie sliesses ol nHuleiii hie . 'iid 

ri-ui;,,;, ;oo ii i l lc lime !o deLp./ii ilieir :.piiiliial lives, ihe ('enier will Inl l i l l a gniiii i ic need. Il wi l l 

be a p!ai.-e I'or a piavcr and i-efleelioii: a soi.ree of spii iliial iloiirislimeiU and renewal and a home 

enianaling B:;M!i.:iii lio:.piI;ilily. 

(lo(,l bl'.'ss you! Wil l i h::y.\ wisnes, 1 icmain 

in (.•erely )onrs. 

I l i l la iy f;od .am ( 'liiil.oai 



THK W H i r H HOUSK 
w.'vsiiiNt; roN 

February 25, 1998 

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski 
Provincial Superior 
Sisters of Saint Basil the Great 
710 Fox Chase Road 
Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046-4198 

Dear Sister Dorothy Ann: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your thoughtful letter and invitation to attend the Sisters' 22nd 
Annual Pilgrimage and Ground breaking ceremony at the 
Basilian Motherhouse on Mothers Day. 

Regrettably, it will not be possible for the First Lady to 
join you for the Ground breaking ceremony as much as she 
would have liked to do so. (We appear to lead lives filled with 
schedule conflicts!) If a message from the First Lady for the 
event would be welcome, we would be happy to send you an 
appropriate greeting. 

We wish you and all associated with the future ofthe 
Basilian Spirituality Center much success and godspeed. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



Capital Campaign Committee 
Dr, Richard Hanusey. Ed.D. 
Chairperson 
Si.ster Dorothy Ann Bii.sow.slii 
Provincial Superior 
Si.stcr Elizalieth Berloldi 
Asst. Provincial Superior 
Jane Wagner DeSilverio 
Secretary 
Anne Palczuk Harris 
Kenneth Hiadun 
Linda Elia Koch 
P.R. & Development 
Mario Ixporace 
Dr. Bruce Morrison, D,0, 
Mary Ann Roy 
Paula Murdoch 
Margaret McCiilla Soglia 
Sister Joann Sosler 
Irena Slercho 
Honorary Memhcrs 
Dr. Î co Rudnytzky. Ph.D. 
Wil I jail R, Sasso, Esq, 
Ihor Shust 

^X0 

T§.afiiiia>\ SpititKidit.il (Zcntci 

Sti'td^: o-fi S'lint ^iiaii tAc' (7l'!Cixt. 

y-ox CUaac /'lAanoi, ^ / i igo46-4igS 

(21^) .:!79-o62S ^ax-; (21^) 72S-bl2g 

March 2, 1998 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Melanne: 

Thank you very much for your prompt reply to our invitation to the First 
Lady for our Basilian Spirituality Center Ground breaking Ceremony. While we 
regret that the First lady has a scheduling conflict that day and will not be able to 
attend, we would welcome a greeting from her. 

Again, Melanne, we thank you for your consideration and best wishes 
on the success of our Basilian Spirituality Center and hope that in the near future, 
you will be able to visit our Motherhouse and the Center. 

Sincerely, 

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM 
Provincial Superior 
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fc6ruary 15, 1998 

Dear Mrs. CCinton: 

'Before the Christmas holiday, I had the honor of meeting you at an impromptu occasion arranged 
6y ijour Chiefof Staff, Mdanne 'Veweer. It luas a true pCeasure to meet you and to discuss your 
recent trip to Zllq-aine. Tls 1 had mentioned to you at the time of our meeting, the Order of the 
Sisters of Saint 'Basif the ̂ reat, is rooted in llUjaitie. 

Fhe Sisters of Saint 'BasiC have had a strong mission and vision to provide a pCace zvhere the 
faithfuC couCd come to e\p[orc, discover and deepen their spirituality - a place for spiritual refresh­
ment and reneu'al. In the true spirit of'.Ba.'iilian hospitalitii, the Sisters will open their doors and 
their hearts to help th^ faithful deal mth day to day issues through their spirituality and aware­
ness of Qod. 'Mscently, there has heen much emphasis placed on the healing of the lohole person -
Body and soul Fhe Sisters ivant the 'Basilian Spirituality Center to he a place to hasten the healing 
of the mind and spint and hence hring a zi'cllncss and to the entire person. 

On Mothers 'Day, Sunday, '^iayJ^^J398Jls many pilgrims come to honor the Mother ofQodat the 
Sisters 22nd Annual'Pilgrimage, the Sisters will see the 'Vision oj the 'Basilian Spirituality Center 
Become reality! 'The (ground BrealQiig ceremony for this 2.2 million dollar project ivilltak^e place 
at 12:30 'P(Mon thegroutuls of the 'Basilian 'Motherhouse in fo,\ Chase Matwr, 'PSi. 



"We would li^ to extend a personal invitation for you to join us that day and to share zidth the 

Sisters and the many Ulq'ainian Americans luho will Be present for the excitement and 

realization of this significant project where CjodwillBe e,\altedand the faithful zvill Be helped in 

coping zoith the challenges they face as they go forth into the ne\t millennium. 

Again, it was a sincere pleasure to meet you. I hope that Both you and Melanne will Be aBle to join 

us for this momentous occasion. Fhe Sisters and I lookjonuard to a positive response. 

Sincerely, 

Sister Dorothy Ann 'BUSOWSIQ 

Provincial Superior 

Sisters of Saint 'Basil the (jrcat 
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April 15, 1998 

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM 
Provincial Superior 
Sisters of St. Basil the Great 
710 Fox Chase Road 
Fox Chase Manor, PA 19046-4198 

Dear Sister Ann: 

Thank you for your inquiry and follow-up on Louise 
Tkachyk's request regarding the status of the petition on behalf 
of Mrs. Sivinska. 

I have passed your infomiation to appropriate officials, 
but I am not certain that we can do anything more. I can 
appreciate how difficult and frustrating this is for all concemed. 

1 regret that the invitation for our Intemationai 
Women's Day observance arrived so late. It was an 
inspirational event that included the participation ofthe 
President, the First Lady, Secretary Albright and Attomey 
General Reno- among others. Attached is a transcript ofthe 
President's announcement. A new initiative to help combat 
trafficking in Ukraine was announced. 

Best wishes in all you do. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 
the First Lady 



,Sist£rB of :̂St. ^asil tl|E (irpat 
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710 FOX CHASE ROAD 

FOX CHASE MANOR, PA 19046-4198 

215-663-9153 

Mar-ch 25, l')98 

Melamie Verveer 
2125 Ler-oy Place N. W. 
Washington, DC 20008 

Dear Melanne, 

1 hope this letter finds you well. I am sure Washinoton must be beautiful clurino cherry blossom 
time and 1 pray that you have time to en joy all the wonders of God's creation. 

1 am writing this letter al ihe request of Louise Drozdiak I'kachyk. Louise and her husband Jacob 
have been working desperately to assist our chaplain Rev. Vasyl Sivinskyji with the mailer of bringing his 
wife Galyna Sivinska to America from Ukraine. 1 know that Ihey have already contacled you to Ihis end 
and you have been of some help, l lowever, as you can see from Ihe altached letter 1 received from Louise, 
Galyna will "have to wait her turn" to get final approval lo come to America. 

As per Louise's request 1 am contacting you lo see if there is anything more that can be done lo 
facilitate the procedure. 1 have enclosed all the material so 1 will nol repeat the details of their 
predicament. 

1 am grateful to you that my name is now on the lisl lor invitalions lo various cvciils in 
Washington. 1 thoroughly enjoyed Hillary's Slale Depailmenl briellng. fhe slides were wt)nderrul as was 
her commentary. Unfortunalely 1 received the invitation lo the White l louse receplion for International 
Women's Day two days after the event. 1 deemed it an honor regardless. 

Again i ask you lo assure Ihe first Lady lhat she and her husband President Clinton are in the 
prayers ofthe Sisters. Hillary is to be admired for Ihe way she handles herseH'with all dignity and respccl. 

May you know all Ihe joy ofthe faster season. 

Sincerely, 

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, OSBM 
Provincial Superior 
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January 9, 1998 

Ms. Meredith Berlin 
Editor-in-Chief 
Seventeen 
850 Third Avenue, 9lh Floor 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Ms. Berlin: 

Thank you very much for your letter and invitation to 
the First Lady to participate in the Seventeen/Cover Girl 
Volunteerism Awards on March 31. 

I have forwarded your letter to the First Lady's 
scheduling office and they will be in touch once a decision has 
been made. 

Thanks and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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seventeen ^ 
Meredith Berlin 
i ; O I T o h . I SJ - c H I H r 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff for The First Lady 
The Old Executive Office Building 
Room 103 

Washington D.C 20501 

Dear Ms. Verveer: 

I am wncing to foUo'w up on my June 5, 1997 letter to Mrs. Clinton 
regarding the first ever Seventeen/ Cover Girl Volunteerism Awards, 
co-sponsored with Cover Girl Cosmetics. We wil l be awarding more 
than $100,000 in scholarship money to 30 girls ages 13-21 -who have 
led their communities and their peers in the fields of volunteerism 
and public service. I am enclosing a list of our 40 semi-finalists and 
their achievements. 

We have now scheduled the award ceremony for Tuesday March 31 
at 1 ;30 in the Senate Dirksen Building, following a noon reception and 
luncheon for the six top award wimiers. We will extend invitations 
to this luncheon and ceremony to all women Cabinet members, ail 
•women members of Congress, other members of the Senate ajad 
House of Representatives, heads of all major Washington 
volunteerism agencies, directors of local museums, and heads of 
major women's political groups. 

We would love to have Mrs. Clinton present the awards and bnng tihe 
Administration's message on the importance of volunteerism to this 
event. If Mrs. Clinton is indeed interested, it would be helpful to hear 
how she would want the event to shape up. One possibility would be 
to invite ten or twenty Americorps volunteers the White House 
would like to acknoweldge, 

While we have scheduled the event on Capitol Hill, we would of 
course love to discus.s the possibility of having it at the White House, 
or of having a White House reception tor the top six winners during 
their visit to Washington, March 29-31, 1998. 

I wil l also raise this issue with Marsha Berry, Mrs. Clinton's Director 
of Communications. 

A K-III bpu^i.iUy Con-uurter Ma^jZifi.. • S50 Thud AJ, nvic, 9th Floor - N-.w Ycjifc, MV in()22 . 2 1 2.4 0 7,9 7 I .S t^l . 2 I 5 , 4117.9 Kl) I hx 
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1 thank you for your attention to this matter and look forward to 
your response. 

Sincerely, 

Meredith Berlin 
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Seventeen/Covergirl Volunteerism Awards Semi-Finalists 

Katherine Alward, 19, from Connecticut, raises beef cattle and donates the meat to 
homeless shelters, which feed it to about 450 people. 

Jennifer Balch 20 from New Jersey has donated much ofher time to traveling to other 
countries, includmg Lithuama, Kenya, and Tijuana, Mexico, to teach people English, and 
helped build equipment and bathrooms at an orphanage. 

Laura Berman, 16, from Rhode Island, founded a program that educates kids on using the 
library as a means to promote literacy. 

Rebecca Brogin, 17, from Florida, founded the country's only student-run foundation, 
which grants money to children-oriented charities. 

Christin Brown, age 16, from Nebraska, is the only teenage girl in America to organize 
and run camps that teach farm safety, 

Jessica Burris, 14, from Georgia, runs her own orgtmization, Sock it to Me, which 
collects socks'and money to buy medicine for those who can't afford them. 

Amber Lynn Coffman, 15, from Maiylatid, started Happy Helpers for the Homeless when 
she was eight years old, an organization that today provides more than 600 bagged 
lunches for the homeless. 

Megan Corlin, 13, from New Hampshire, founded the Story Time on the Road Program 
in which volunteers read to children and elderly people throughout the community. 

Jennifer Dombowski, 21, from Michigan, belongs to Project Serve, which is the 
University of Michigan's umbrella volunteer organization thiough which she trains site 
leaders to run Service Days, and single-handedly began a new Service Day for the 
Engineering School at Michigan. 

Sarah Donaldson, 18, from North Carolina, went to India, where she worked at a medical 
clinic. 

Kathleen Dyer, 14, from California, started an organization that reads English books to 
immigrant Laotian children. 

Kara Gibney, 19, from Arizona, dedicated countless hours to helping peers through the 
Teen Lifeline, a suicide hotline, and gives speeches about suicide across the state of 
Arizona. 

Julie Ginsburg, 20, from Iowa, ran a hat drive, where she convinced major organizations 
to donate baseball hats to kids dying of cancer. 

Kirstie Johnson, 16, from Kentucky, acts as the cadet commander at Louisville 
Composite Squadron of the volunteer Civil Air Patrol, fundraises for the WHAS Crusade 
for children, and works for a volunteer fire department. 

Gillian Kilberg, 18, from Virginia, founded and helps run Grandma Rita's Camp, a 
special trips camp for needy and abused children, tor which she also fundraises. 
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Heidi Larison, 15, from Kansas, splits her efforts between raising money lo buy stuffed 
animals to donate to local charities and running the "sunshine club" in local schools that 
selects children for a special honors. 

Megan Leaf 17, from Maryland, founded the Love Box program, which distributes 
packages filled with toy and games to kids. 

Emily Levy, 18, from Rhode Island, created a program called Brain Imagery that helps 
students with learning disabilities. 

Katrina Loutensock, 20, from California, created a program called Hangtime, where kids 
with autism, cerebral palsy, Down Syndrome or other .special needs, do planned social 
activities. 

La-Kee-a Lowry. 21, from Pennsylvania, lobbied her community and various associations 
to help keep the local library open, and was eventually successful and now works in the 
"Reading is Fundamental" programs in Pennsylvania. 

Lauren McBrayer, 17, from Georgia, initiated and ran Blanket Atlanta, a grass-roots 
effort to collect blankets for the homeless. 

Connne MacLaggan, 17, from Texas, founded the Guardian Angels, a peer support 
group for special education students. 

Traci Marcovitz, 19, from Ohio, organized md helped raise $12,000 for Mitzvah Corps, 
an overnight camp which targets inner-city youth. 

Lori Michaelson, 15, from Massachusetts, began volunteering through the MS read-a-
ihon and now uses her musical talents to entertain nursing home residents and give 
benefits, including one that raised $4,000 for a friend who needs a new kidney. 

Sarah Nagy, 17, from Florida, won $25,000 in merchandise from REACT magazine and 
started an organization called Everykids' Clothesline that donates apparel to kids who 
need it. 

Lindsay Neil, 21, from Colorado, worked with Friendship City Exchange to spearhead a 
campaign to raise money and hterally build a high school for a poverty-stricken 
community in Nicaragua. 

Sheetal Parmar, 20, from Califomia, organized outreach services for the People's Test 
Preparation Service, an organization that provides free SAT I classes to urban youth and 
also co-wrote the teacher and student manuals used in the program. 

Claudia Perez, 20, from Illinois, a former high-school dropout, organized a campaign and 
solicited $47,000 from govemment agencies to urge City College of Chicago, 
which oversees a small campus called El Cuatro Ano, to keep it's doors open so 
that Its many Black and Latino students could continue to study there. 

Amanda Perlyn, 16, from Florida, dedicates herself to running Stepp'n Up which donates 
hundreds of shoes each year, organizing To Have and to Hug which collects stuffed 
animals, and illustrating a children's book about her volunteer experiences. 
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and science. 

Rain Forest of Costa Rica, 

over the past two years. 

and residential facilities in her community, 

• c .v, „ ,8 from Utah created abroclmreaboutthe methods and opportunities 

J o ^ — ^ m and S ^ ^ ^ ^ 5,000 Ut.h high school students, 

Bobbi Thoma,son, 13, ' ^ - N - " - ^ " ^ ^ 
Make-A-Wish foundation as well as teaching at an inner y 
baby-sitting time and dancing a 
I a local nursing home. 

helped raise over $300,000 in donations. 

Atnity Weiss, 13, from New York, ts the founder and director of Kidsreach, a service 
organization that helps needy children abroad. 

TGTHL P.0b 


