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THE WHITTE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 24, 1997

Mr. Brent Neiser

Director

Public Education Center

National Endowment for Financial Education
4695 South Monaco Street

Denver, CO 80237-1810

Dear Mr. Neiser:
Thank you very much for letter and for How to Make

Adoption an Affordable Option, which [ have shared with
others here on the White House staff.

Thanks and best wishes in your important work.

Sincerely,

o

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to
the First Lady




WA NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR
FINANCIAL EDUCATION

4695 South Monaco Street Brent A. Neiser, CFP, CAE
Denver, CO 80237-3403 Director

Fax: 303-220-1810 Public Education Center
ban@nefe.org 303-220-4854




NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR
: FINANCIAL EDUCATION
November 17, 1997

Ms. Melanne Verveer
Assistant to the President
Chicf of Staff to First Lady
Old Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Ms. Verveer,

I am pleased to present to you a new public education book titled How to Make Adoption an
Affordable Option. This book was developed by our organization, the National Endowment for
Financial Education (NEFE), with a coalition of national adoption organizations that we
assembled. and will go a long way to bolster the President’s Adoption 2002 initiative. 1f the
White House is promoting issues related to adoption, we certainly would like to be included.
Through this book NEFE is adding a new clement to the public’s knowledge of adoption and will
counter many of the myths and financial roadblocks to adoption.

As the father of three special-needs-children (sce enclosed article), I was able to spearhead this
projecct—not only out of my personal experience, but also out of my professional experience as
Director of Collaborative Programs with the National Endowment.

Through an agreement with the U.S. Office of Consumer Affairs, we are making available
50.000 copies of this book to the general public, at no cost, through the Consumer Information
Center in Pueblo, Colorado. In addition, the book has been formatted on the Internct and is
available through www.nefe.org.

The major national adoption organizations listed on the inside back cover who have helped
review the content of the book will also distribute the book. Of particular importance is the new
adoption tax credit that is highlighted in the material.

The Denver-based National Endowment for Financial Education (NEFE), is an independent
nonprofit organization committed to educating Americans about personal finance and
empowering them to make positive and sound decisions to reach financial goals. 1t does not
receive government funding.

4640 South Monaco Street COLLEGE FOR FINANCIAL PLANNING
Denver, CO 8023734003 INSTTUTE FOR TAX S1TUDIES
A03-220-1200 INSTTIUTE FOR RETIREMENT PLANNING

INSTIIE FoR WEALTH MANAGEMENT
Punie Enveation CENTER
NEFE PRESS
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Melanne Verveer
November 17, 1997
Page Two

Our organization has worked with a variety of national organizations such as the American Red
Cross, Boy Scouts of America, and Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. to create specialized personal
{inance public education materials.

I can be reached at (303) 220-4854, Fax (303) 220-0838, or ban@necfc.org. Thank you for your
continued cfforts on behalf of adoption.

Sincerely,
7 . -,
e Ve } c

Brent A. Neiser, CFP
Director of Collaborative Programs

BAN/gs

Enclosures



NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR
'@ FINANCIAL EDUCATION
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE: November 10, 1997

CONTACTS: Brent A. Neiser at (303) 220-4854 or
Anji Siegel at (303) 220-4876

FREE BOOK HELPS TAKE THE FINANCIAL CONFUSION OUT OF
ADOPTION
National Adoption Month is November

Denver—A new book that will shed light on the financial aspects of the adoption
process while dispelling common myths is being offered FREE to families who are
seriously thinking about adopting a child. How to Make Adoption an Affordable Option,
a 76-page book, is being introduced by the National Endowment for Financial
Education®, or NEFE®, to help educate families on what to expect financially from the
adoption process.

The book compiles into one user-friendly guide information the reader can refer
to about expenses common to most waiting child, independent, and international
adoptions. Readers will discover that not all adoptions are expensive and that families do
not have to be rich or own their own homes to be accepted as a parent. It also discusses a

new adoption tax credit available for adoptive families.

-more-
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Free Adoption Book
Page 2-2-2

The book is unique in that it combines adoption information with a financial
perspective geared toward expanding a family. “When prospective parents understand
the financial issues and the new adoption tax credit, they often find there aren’t as many
roadblocks to adoption as they once imagined,” says Brent Neiser, CFP, director of
Collaborative Programs at NEFE.

Since preparing for adoption tends to be emotional, Neiser cautions prospective
parents not to let their feelings blind them to the real costs. Neiser says, “Families who
may be caught up in the emotions of adopting might have overlooked some of the less
obvious financial aspects of adoption.”

Neiser, who is the father of three adopted children and is familiar with the
rewards and challenges of adoption, says, “This book shows the reader that with careful
financial planning, adoption can be an affordable option for most families who are
willing to provide a nurturing environment for a child. It is important to educate yourself

to help ensure you are financially ready to adopt.”

-more-



Free Adoption Book
Page 3-3-3

To receive a free copy of How fo Make Adoption an Affordable Option, write to:
Consumer Information Center
Item #602-E
Pueblo, CO 81009
The book can also be viewed on the NEFE website at www.nefe.org.
NEFE is a Denver-based independent nonprofit organization committed to
educating Americans about personal finance and empowering them to make positive and
sound decisions to reach financial goals.
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ENDOWMENT FOR FINANCIAL EDUCATION, NEFE, and the NEFE logo are service marks registered
in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. CFP and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER are federally
registered service marks of the Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE: November 10, 1997

CONTACTS: Brent A. Neiser at (303) 220-4854 or
Anji Siegel at (303) 220-4876

FREE BOOK HELPS TAKE THE FINANCIAL CONFUSION OUT OF
ADOPTION
National Adoption Month is November

Denver—A new book that will shed light on the financial aspects of the adoption
process while dispelling common myths is being offered FREE to families who are
seriously thinking about adopting a child. How to Make Adoption an Affordable Option,
a 76-page book, is being introduced by the National Endowment for Financial
Education®, or NEFE®, to help educate families on what to expect financially from the
adoption process.

The book compiles into one user-friendly guide information the reader can refer
to about expenses common to most waiting child, independent, and international
adoptions. Readers will discover that not all adoptions are expensive and that families do
not have to be rich or own their own homes to be accepted as a parent. It also discusses a
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The book is unique in that it combines adoption information with a financial
perspective geared toward expanding a family. “When prospective parents understand
the financial issues and the new adoption tax credit, they often find there aren’t as many
roadblocks to adoption as they once imagined,” says Brent Neiser, CFP, director of
Collaborative Programs at NEFE.

Since preparing for adoption tends to be emotional, Neiser cautions prospective
parents not to let their feelings blind them to the real costs. Neiser says, “Families who
may be caught up in the emotions of adopting might have overlooked some of the less
obvious financial aspects of adoption.”

Neiser, who is the father of three adopted children and is familiar with the
rewards and challenges of adoption, says, “This book shows the reader that with careful
financial planning, adoption can be an affordable option for most families who are
willing to provide a nurturing environment for a child. It is important to educate yourself

to help ensure you are financially ready to adopt.”

-more-
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To receive a free copy of How to Make Adoption an Affordable Option, write to:
Consumer Information Center
Item #602-E
Pueblo, CO 81009
The book can also be viewed on the NEFE website at www.nefe.org.
NEFE is a Denver-based independent nonprofit organization committed to
educating Americans about personal finance and empowering them to make positive and

sound decisions to reach financial goals.
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| HE 1DENVER POST

?&gency puts neglected kids

“nto new path of care, love

By Alison Bay

Special to The Denver Post
.. From the moment he joined his
. .new family, the 6-year-old boy
.showered his adoptive mom, dad
.and older sister with gifts of pen-

cils, rocks and Kleenex.

.. » They were Steve Neiser’s tokens
..of appreciation for having a
., warm, safe home, for a family
-.that takes good care of him, and
. hope for the future — for the first
«.time in his life.

... Brent and Marion Neiser of
-.Greenwood Village adopted Steve,

-and his two new sisters, Christy,
.19, and April, 10, each of whom

had been taken from separate ne-

.glectful or abusive homes. The
.. couple took the kids in as their

own, providing them basic support
. .and love — things many people
. take for granted.

- “Up until now, most of their
_.lives were not about childhood, but
-existence,” Marion said. “Food,
. shelter and clothing totally con-

sumed their waking time.”

With the essentials taken care
of, the children now have higher
self-esteem and visions for the fu-
ture. “There’s one thing these kids
(didn’t) do,” Marion said. “That’s
dream about the future.”

" When April came to Marion one
..night, saying what she’d like to be
.when she grew up, her mom was
ecstatic. April wanted to be an elf.

“That was her first thought
_about the future,” Marion said.

- “The fact she dared to express a

-hope for the future . . . I was elat-
ved. An elf sounded just fine to me.”

Brent and Marion, who have
“lived in Colorado for 10 years,
adopted Steve and then April from
~the Rocky Mountain Adoption Ex-

change,
an orga-
nization
benefit-
ing from
the 1994
Denver
Post
Season
to Share
- % Cam-
paign. The exchange matches
adoptive parents with children
who have been severely abused or
neglected. Rocky Mountain places
about 150 children into new homes
every year.

The Neisers adopted Steve when
he was 6 and April when she was
10. Christy was adopted at the age
of 8 in Kentucky, before the couple
made Colorado their home.

“It just seemed like the right
thing to do for us,” said Marion,
executive director of marketing at
the Happy Church and Marilyn
Hickey Ministries. Brent, a self-
employed public affairs consul-
tant, said: “We started talking
about the idea shortly after we
met. It just felt good inside.”

Gathered in their Greenwood
Village home, the kids play Uno as
their parents talk about their
growth and the changes that came
after they were adopted. Brent
said their personalities surfaced,
self-esteem grew and each became
more comfortable with his or her
identity.

“They’re winners,” Marion said.
“They're still here. There are peo-
ple who have died on the vine in
situations like theirs all the time.

“We develop a structure to give
them a sense of security,” Marion
explained. “There’s a comfort in

that for a child who has been in
chaos most of their life.”

This Thanksgiving, the children
didn’t lack for things to be thank-
ful for — a warm home, food, toys
and an education.

“I'm thankful for the opportuni-
ty to further my education and be
the person I want to be,” said
Christy, currently in her first year
at the Colorado Christian Universi-
ty in Lakewood. “I've had a lot of
opportunities that even a lot of
normal American kids don’t get to
have.”

Marion said the difficult back-
grounds of her children have made
them more compassionate about
the plight of others.

“We always need to be looking
how we can help the next person,
and they always have that at the
forefront of their hearts,” Marion
said. Steve nags his dad about
making sure the check to the Red
Cross has been mailed, and news
reports about abused or injured
children bring tears to all of the
kids’ eyes. In addition, Christy has
decided to help others as a clinical
psychologist.

“I decided I wanted to help peo-
ple who are overlooked, just as all
of us have been overlooked at
some time,” she said.

If you'd like to contribute to Sea-
son to Share, please use the coupon
on this page.

The names of contributors will
be published twice weekly during

April, 10.

the holiday season, and early next
year we’ll report to you about how
much money was raised and which
agencies will benefit.

All contributions up to $500,000

The Denver Post / Gaylon Wampler

HOME AT LAST: The Neiser family, seated from left: Christy,
19, and Steve, 13, and Dad, Brent. Standing are mother, Marion, and

will be matched by the Robert R.
McCormick Tribune Foundation,
and all money raised will go to re-
cipient charities without adminis-
trative cost.
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Brent A. Neiser, CFP, CAE 10/97

National Endowment for Financial Education (303) 220-4854
4695 South Monaco Street FFax (303) 220-0838
Denver, CO 80237-3403 ban@nefe.org

Brent Neiser is director of collaborative programs for the Denver-based National Endowment for
Financial Education (NEFE), an independent nonprofit organization committed to educating
Americans about personal finance and empowering them to make positive and sound decisions to
reach financial goals. His work with NEFE focuses on developing financial literacy initiatives
through unique collaborations with organizations nationwide.

The collaborative projects Neiser initiated are: American Red Cross/FEMA (Preparing for and
Recovering from Disasters Financially) (English and Spanish Booklets)—winner of a 1996
Associations Advance America Award of Excellence, Boy Scouts of America (authored the
Merit Badge Pamphlet in Personal Management), Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. (Money Smarits),
National Urban League (Job Readiness Booklets), National Council of La Raza (Making Your
Paychecks Work for You), Big Brothers Big Sisters of America (4 Little Money Fun: Financial
Literacy Activities), National Adoption Project (How to Make Adoption an Affordable Option),
Habitat for Humanity International (Homeowners Handbook), and American Cancer Society
(Money Matters Seminars). He formerly oversaw NEFE’s partnership with Cooperative State
Rescarch, Education, and Extension Service (High School Financial Planning Program that
has trained over 800,000 students.)

Neiser headed a national public affairs consulting {irm that serviced several clients in public
policy, business strategies, and government rclations and brought the current structure of
financial literacy collaboration to the National Endowment. While serving as exccutive director
of the Institute of Certified Financial Planners, a national professional association, membership
grew, including international expansion in Japan. He regularly prepared Congressional
testimony and lobbicd federal and state exccutive and legislative branches. In Washington, he
helped develop and design the nation's first Personal EEconomic Summit, a conference addressing
financial illiteracy, business, and public policy.

Neiser was a national CORO Foundation Public Affairs Fellow, which included work with The
Walt Disnecy Company. He holds an MBA (University of Louisville), MA (Occidental College),
BA (George Washington University). He is a Certified Financial Planner (CI'P) Licensee and
holds the Certified Association Executive (CAE) and Chartered Mutual Fund Counselor (CMFC)
designations. He serves on the Boards of Directors of various corporations and community
organizations.

Neiser's media appearances include: Today on NBC, The News Hour with Jim Lehrer and
Nightly Business Report, both on PBS, MSNBC, CNBC, and The Wall Street Journal, as well as
numerous other television, radio, newspapers, and magazincs. Brent also writes articles and
Op cd columns and speaks before business, association, and advocacy groups nationwide.
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December 1, 1997

The White House

Office of the First Lady

Room 100

Old Executive Office Building
Washington D. C. 20502

Dear Mrs. Clinton,

I was recently a guest of yours at the White House for an afternoon tea celebrating the
installation of the Native American sculpture exhibition. The exhibition of Native art not
only looked beautiful in the garden, but also resonated with the pride and
unquestionable talent of our people. Allowing our work to be showcased in such a
prominent venue, messages to Native people across the country our continued
contributions to the world. When | returned to my Pueblo from Washington, several
children from our reservations in New Mexico acknowledged their pride that Native Art
was at the White House. When | heard the enthusiasm and pride from these young
Native people, many of whom are artists themselves, | was struck by the positive, far
reaching implications of this exhibition.

Mrs. Clinton, | write to thank you for bringing our people’s art to a larger audience as
well as to our children across Indian country. | write also to bring the Native American
Preparatory School in Northern New Mexico to your attention. The preparatory school
was established by Richard Ettinger who realized the need for stronger academic
preparation for Native students entering college. Mr. Ettinger, a Dartmouth graduate,
established a special scholarship fund for Natives at Dartmouth, however when it
became obvious that most Native students we're incapable of making the social and
acagemic transition to a college the standard of Dartmouth, Mr. Ettinger re-thought his
approach. You are probably aware that 90% of all Native students who enter colleges
and universities drop out, this is not acceptable, especially when the talent and
motivation is very apparent among our children on and off the reservations.

Mr. Ettinger established the Native American Preparatory School as a full term
educational institution three years ago with the hopes of preparing bright Native
students for the world in which they will most certainly be apart of.

I've enclosed materials from our school with the hopes you will become familiar with
this outstanding, innovative institution that will most certainly set a standard for Native
Education in the future. At the present NAPS has 70 or so Native students



representing tribes from across Indian country, grades 9-12 with a staff of 22, half of
which are Native. The school incorporates Native cultures into the curriculum, with
tribal leaders and elders teaching students traditional Native ways through stories,
lectures and workshops. In addition our students are receiving an exciting and
challenging academic experience that will prepare them for university life.

In 1999 our first graduating class from the Native American Preparatory School will
shine as a strong representation of Native potential, thanks to an impressive
community of Native and non-Native leaders, parents and teachers who believe in the
strength of our chiidren. As a parent and active member in my Pueblo, | see a great
need for strong, aware, educated tribal members, especially if we're to thrive as Native
people into the next millennium and with an institution like NAPS there is hope. The
community of NAPS brings together the dreams of many people, Native and non-
Native, to create a safe and enriching environment for indian kids who wouid
otherwise be forgotten.

Mrs. Clinton, we understand you are a very busy woman, however the Native
American Preparatory School would very much like to invite you to give our first
commencement speech to our graduating class of 1999. Please consider this
invitation as an opportunity to reach an important audience of tribal people from across
the country, in addition and maybe most importantly, you will be addressing and
encouraging through your words, a new generation of tribal leaders and members. |f
by any chance you do accept our invitation to speak at our commencement, you will be

doing for these young Native students what you did for the twelve Native artists you
brought to the White House. Mrs. Clinton, if you have any questions concerning our
invitation, please feel free to contact me or our Development Director,
Marcia Drennon

355 E. Palace

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Phone 505-982-3365.
Thank you for your attention to this matter and other matters concerning Native people.

querely Yours

DE_A AV /\/\mr L
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{



PHOTOCOPY

wesemanos - Native American Preparatory Schoc



SHOTOCOM
CERERVATION

Native American Preparatory School
' " Post Oflice Box 160
Rowe. New Mexico, 875602
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Rosalie M. J(ms: NAPS Arti'st-in-Residenfce_

Dance is an important form of artistic
expression for NAPS sophomore Rachael Cassidy.
She was a member of the school’s dance club Last
year where she chorcographed and performed a few
original picces. When she graduates from NAPS
and goes to u)ll%u she pl.mx Lo major in dance and
drama.

Rachael was overjoyed this past September
when she was introduced to Rosalie Jones, the first
artist-in-residence at NAPS and an accomplished
dancer. choreographer and storyteller. Through
weekly classes together, Jones introduced Rachael
1o the world of stretehes, dance warni- ups and lhx,-
aler exereises.

“Tewas great to have the opportunity o
work with Ms. Jones.” “We choreo-
graphed a solo together, which T performed at
Parents” Weekend on October (8 in a production
called Native Reflections. 1 wish Ms. Jones could
have been at NAPS last year. This has been a won-
derful experience and U've learned a lot”

NAPS junior Zachary Nuaranjo-Morse had
no 1dea what to expeet when he walked into Jones’
class at the beginning of the semester. e was
delighted to be ¢ xmed o volce exercises
telling and mime.

" The show we put on for our parents was
fun 1o do even though it was a serious drma,”™ he
said.

Rachael-said.

. \lmy-

Itwas areal learning experictice for everyone
because it was the first time many of us had per-
formed in front of an audience. T hope we get a
chance to have more artists-in-residence at NAPS.,
IUs ternfic”

Rosalic Jones is the founder of Daystar, the
oldest protessional Native Amencan contemporary
dance company in the United States. The company,
which specializes in dance-dramas based on the oral
tradition, was tounded in Wisconsin and relocated
1o Santa Fe when Jones moved to New Mexico in
1989.

“I'm from Montana and was born on the
Blackfect Reservation near Browning,”™ Jones said
during lunch at the NAPS campus. "My heritage s
Blacktect/Pembima Chippewa. | became interested
in .\'l_m'ylclling tfrom my mother, who was o great
storyteller. Tlearned a Tot about my family from sto-
ries told to me during my adult years, When |
received a National Endowment for the Arts
Chareographer’s Fellowship in 1995 | began work-
ing on a picce called “No Home But the Heart' 1's
the personal history of my mother's Chippewa tami-
ly 10ld through movement and drama.”

Regina Harjo and
Darrickson

Jones received a bachelor’s degree in prano
performance from Washington State University and
g master of scienee degree in dance from the
University of Utah. She attended the Juilliard .
School in New York City for one year of post-grad-
wate study i dance. [n the 1970°s she spent two
years apprenticing with the Wisconsin Munme
Compiany. . :
“My traming combines many difterent
movement forms,” she said. *1Cs based 0 dramatic
movement and inc(')rpbmlc.\' ballet, jazz, tp, hunen-

co, modern, Hawaiian and Jupanese styles of dance.

[ also dance at powwows as much as 1 can, This
feeds me as a dancer and as a Native American”

Ahis semester,

[n 1990 Jones was hired to become the
chairman of the performing arts department at the
Institute of American Indian Arts where she created
the school’s dance departiment and became a profes-
sor of dance. Due to financial cutbacks, her tenure
at thee school ended in 1995,

_. - During the next two years, Jones made
three separate trips to Bulgaria. She lectured at the
American University in Blugdcvgr;ld and created u
dance drama that was presented at the Varna
International Theater Festival on the Black Sea.
NAPS adjunct teacher in theater, Ned Bobkof!, was
in Bulgu'riu with Jones. Together they produced a
(IOClImc'nlul'_\" that chronicled some of her experi-
cnces abroad. NAPS students attended the film's
premiere on campus in October.

“'m \uy honored to be lcmhmg at NAPS
“she said. " Tam so glad that the
school was interested in bringing me to < Impus as
the first artist-in-residence.”

Jones was expecting a handful of students
to ‘enroll in her dance and theater classes in
September and was delightfully surprised to find 27
students interested in working with her. Together
lhc,y practiced kinesthetic awareness and sensitivity
to the people around them. The students learned :
how to speak from their diaphragims, find their own
voice quality and interpret the spoken word.

In addition to the October performance,
which incorporated Native American poetry to
express what Native Americans believe in and how
they regard themselves in relation to the world
around them, the class presented an end-of-the-
semester production on November 20 that was light-
hearted in nature.

“Movement and dance are involved in
everything 1 do,” Jones said. 1 find this works well
with Native students. No one is forced to speak in
my productions if speaking in front of people is
uncomfortable. But everyone has 1o move.
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Please reserve the date of Saturday, September 27
from3-7 p.m. to attend:

“Circle of Voices - A Scholarship Benefit”
for students of
The Native American Preparatory School.

This event. set on the NAPS campus in Rowe, NM, will
be honoring the cultural and artistic traditions of the
Anishnabe tribes of the upper Midwest and Canada with a
celebration of food. dances and exhibitions.

A formal invitation with details will follow.

Native American Preparatory School
355 E. Palace Avenue
Santa Fe, NM 87501
505-982-3365
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1970-1988:

1987:

1988:

1989-91:

1991-94:

1994-95:

1995:

1996:

Native American Preparatory School
Founded 1988

Richard Ettinger supports college scholarships for Native American students but becomes
disillusioned by the high drop-out rate. Ettinger concludes that emphasis should be placed
on junior high and high school students.

At a Cushing Academy Parent’s Weekend, Ettinger along with with Peter
MacDonald, Chairman of the Navajo Nation and Joseph Curry, Headmaster at Cushing,
proposes to start a summer school program for NativeAmerican students.

First program: Fifty Navajo students enroll in a three week summer program at
Verde Valley School, Sedona Arizona.

Summer programs grow and exhibit greater relevance and importance. Student enrollment in
the second summer program at New Mexico State University reaches 150. By 1991, 300
students representing forty-seven tribes were participating.

Received national recognition on the ABC television program, “Good Morning America.”

University of California at Irvine becomes new NAPS partner and 160 students enroll
for a six week program.

In 1992, 24,000 Native Americans were surveyed for their opinions on education. Those who
responded indicated dissatisfaction with existing educational institutions. The factors cited for
their discontent were affordability, poor high school preparation and alienation from main
stream culture. As a result of the survey it became clear that a college prepatory school for
gifted and talented Native Americans was necessary. In response to the survey, the search for a
permanent campus was intensified. UCI provided vital curriculum innovations. In an effort to
build on students strengths, courses on Native American culture and philosphy were added.

Core curriculum developed to include six study areas focusing on English, math, science,
computer skills, ethno-history, and art.

NAPS expands. Summer operations undertaken in New Mexico at the College of Santa Fe
and in at Bemid)i State University in Minnesota

Efforts to acquire a permanent campus stimulated by the 1992 Native American education
survey result in purchase and gift of the former Pecos River Learning Center as a residence for
NAPS. School opens doors of permanent campus at Rowe, New Mexico in August for

50 ninth graders representing seventeen Native American tribes.

Fall 1996 enrollment totals 55 representing 23 tribes and 10 states.

The first NAPS class entered college in 1993. Thomas Hoeksema, professor at New Mexico State, tracked
the fifty members of the 1988 NAPS class and found that 94 percent of the class completed at least two
more NAPS summer programs and that nearly 75 percent of the class enrolled in college while another 8
percent intended to enroll after securing funds.

“Students that attended the NAPS summer program were without a doubt better prepared academically
and attitudinally to take on college preparatory work. They were consistently at the head of their class.”

Betty Ojay, Director
Navajo Preparatory School
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'A Bid’td Rédeﬁne Indian Education

In a Resort Setting, Students Thrive on High Expectations

By JAMES BROOKE

SAN_ YSIDRO, NM. — Facing
final exam pressures common to all
boarding schools, students here have
fuund an uncammon way o unwind.
Following the bouncing ponylail uf
Al Blackhorse, their history teacher,
Indian students hop, skipand dipina
clockwise whirl of the Navajo gruss
dance. :

“I1's spiritual, social and a stress
reliever,” Mr. UBlackhorse said aller
the taped chaats and drumbeats of
the lote aliernoon powwow [aded
from ibe brand pew campus of the
Native American Preparatury
Schual

For decades, the words *Indian
boardmg school” voukd cunjure up
fearful, Dickension  images:  culd
showers  burricks  where  white
teuchers cut dodian boys' briods,
Lurned their  traditional  cluthing,
handed out English names and for-
Lude them from speaking the lan-
gspe of e parents.

Richurd Pratt, founder of the first
Federul Indian buarding schoul, set
the tone in 1892 when he lectured a
congress of cducalors: “Kill the In-
dian In him and save the man.”

One cenlury later, on a 1,600-acre
campus dotted with plhon pines and
cut by the Pecos River, a group of

“while and Indian educators are
starting whal they hope will become
a model for a different kind of Indlan
boarding school education for Amer-
lca’'s next century.

“We are saying, yes, we arc natlve
people, but we are also connected to
the rest of the world,” sald John
Anthony Reyna, & Taos Pueblo who
teaches art here. Operating from
modern adobe bulldings originslly
bullt for a resort, the new school is
believed to be the only privately (I-
nanced boarding school for Indian
students In the Unlied Siates.

Aller scven years as a summer
school, the Preparslory School
moved In August nto lts new, $6
milllon campus here In high moun-
tains 40 miles cast of Santa Fe. In
this setting, the school offers a rigor-
ous, traditional curriculum coupled
with studles of Indlan ilterature, art
and history; as well as weekly visits

by Indian leaders, artists and profes-

sionals.

The Jdea Is to ofler bright Indian
high school students the kind of elite
education that privileged white chil-
dren have long enjoyed at New Eng-
land boarding schools, But Instead of

[[| " cowomoe T
San Veldro iy '

ARIZ,

Santa Foe o 1

@ _.--/\"‘ !

Albuqueique

NEW
MEXICO
~—f

Grande

Mias
—

TEXAS § 1o
Ihth.- T b ln-’"
A boarding school in San Ysidio,
N.M., sccks to olfer Indiun Lipgh
school students an chite education.

Reversing the
Dickensian image
of Indian boarding
schools.

paying an annual tultion valued at
316,000, Indlan familles pay only
$900. -

"We want to flll the American
Indlans' educalional hole — doctors,
sclentlsts, educators, business lead-
ers,” sald Richard Prentice El.
tinger, the chalrman of the school's
board. The son of a founder of the.
Prentice Hall publishing house, Mr.
Ellinger has made the family foun-
datlon, the Educational Foundalion
of Amcrica, the school’s principul
financial backer. With an annual
budgel of §1.7 milllon, the school is
almost entirely privately flnanced.

The need lor Improved Indlan edu-
catlon Is clear. Scoring ai the bottom
of Amerlca’s flve major raclal
groups, only half of Indlan students
graduale from high school and only 3
percent graduate from college.

Al the same time, Congress shows
little Interest In increasing Federal
Investment in Indlan educatlon. In
its mosl recent version of the Fed-
eral budgel, Congress calls for a 10
percent cul for the Bureau of Indlan
Allairs, an agency that maintains
187 schools.

Closcr tohome, Congress this year -

cut {n hall, 10 §5 miltion, the budget
for Santa I7e's Instilute of American
Indian Arls, the naton's only s
cullege fur Indians. With Congruss
debating an end to Foederal linancing
altogether next year, the Institule’s
Prestdent, Perry Huise, resigned on
Nov. 21,

Here, on rothing hills of the west-
ern Plains where Pecos Indians unce
hunted bulfal, the Nutlve Americun
Preparatory Schoul muy be forging
u formula fur impreved educational
results. A followup siudy of 50 stu-
dents from (he 1988 suininer sessiun
found that five years fater threes
quariers were enrolicd in coll .

The sclusad not only combats the
fow expectatons it eaditivaally
Bidicnp teachiors of Bndans, bat it
also oty dws low sel{aestean
it teaditiosadly laudicaps hadig
stndepts. In Mro Reynits et class,
studaits work on baskets i masks
under i wallboard that procladms:
1o tadented, skallful aml el
pent! Took, act, think and sbress ke
o wanser !t

For sume Indian leen-agess, g
customed to undemandmy reserva-
tion schools, the educativnul atmaos-
phere here is tww hut.

In carly September, only a few
days alter tie [irst freshnan class of
50 swudents arrived, u nind-riot
erupted on campus, lcaving a trail of
broken lights nnd wounded [cellngs.

“*Everythlng around hiere says you

are In a resor(, then you get nalled
with homework,” Norman [, Carey,
the head of the school, said as he
strolled the grounds on a recent al-
ternoon. *'Some of the students never
had homework belore. A great deal
of anxlety contributed to the fae-
up.”
The schoo! clused for 10 days us o
result of the disturbance. When It
reopcned, two teachers and clght
students did not retura.

But, us the school nears the end uf
ity first term, many of the 40 stu-
dents expressed enthustasm o Inter-
views.

““Time goes by so fast here — one
day. you think It's Thursday and IU's
already Salurday," said Nikki Nez, a
14-year-0ld who wore a Navajo-style
choker, fashloned from bone, brass
beads’and artlficlal sincw. )

"Back In Suata Fe, | lelt like I
wasn't working hard — und | was
gelting A’s and D's,"” she cunlinued.
"This is a big change, frum casy to
real hard."

The Native American Preparatory School near San
Ysidro, N.M., is believed to be the nation's only
privately financed boarding school for Indian stu-

cee TV e aaney
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dents in the United States. Membera of the achool’s
first {reshman class, working in an art coursc are
Eliza Naranjo-Morse and Stewart Martin. .

The daughter of a woodworker
who dropped out of hlgh school,
Nikki sald she was “"hoping o go to
Stanford or Berkeley.”

Teachers here say they work 1o

draw Indlan children out of their
tradltlonal classroom reticence that
stems [rom the students elther view-
Ing the teacher as an clder, worthy of
rapt aticntlon or belng Intimidaled
by non-Indlans In the class.

Fred Lcon, a 14-ycar-old from La-
guna Puchlo, discussed hils new as-
scrilvencss in un dnlerview o few
minules aller he addressed the slu-
denl -body about hls fall-term art

projects.
*'At home, | was mixed with An-
glos and Mexicans — the others

dominated the class, and 1 {elt left
oul,” he recounted. “Here, it's Na-
tlve Americans. You get attentlon,
you get called on." .

After three monlths, Fred, the son
of a small rancher, sald he was still
in awe of the school's creature com-
farts. “There's anly two lo a room,"
he sald, "nnd you pet a big old bed all

to yoursclf.*

With plans to steadlly expand untll
it has a traditlonal four-year student
body, the school Is starting a $20
milllon caplta} drive to ralse money
to bulld additional housing for fac:
ulty and students, a library, a gym-
naslum and a sclence laboratory.

Although only a tiny fraction of
Indian studenis wlill ever have the
opportunity to attend a school like
this, school ofllcials belleve they can
scl a modcel for Indlan education and
provide role modcls for tribal popu-
latlons. Already, thls drop in Lhe
buckel Is making some local splash-
es. .

“At home on the reservation,
there Is only TV and drunks,” sald
Denlsa Livingston, a l4-year-old
from Shiprock, Arlz. *When | go
home now, people look al me as a
model.”

And for students who want to know
how the old Indlan boarding schoo!s
were, they need only to ask Mr.
Dlackhorse, a 3)-year-old veteran of
the war in the Perslan Gull.

“Everything was very regimented
— you marched around campus,
there were bunk beds, open bay
showers all together," the teacher
recalled of his New Mexico boarding
school of 25 years ago. "Everythlng
siressed the assimilation process.-|
was slways gelting Intimidated by
the Anglo teachers, | didn’t want to
ask quesilons in class.”

Here, schoo!l directors encourage
close [amily les. Students can go
home every other weekend. Tele-
phones in thelr rooms can recelve
Incoming calls. Parents can work off
thelr tultion bills by spending week-
ends as dorm monllors. .

The other evenlng, alter students
had drifted oul of the caleteria after
dinner, Mr. Blackhorse recalled how
old-style Indian boarding schools
used to handie the family unit

"l remember my . grandparenis
dropping me of{ at the school, when }
was { years old,” he recounted. "I
remember sceing thelr old car going
down the road and running lor the
door. The older boys stopped me."”
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“We were finding our kids really didn’t know
everything they needed to know. We were
having to teach them the things the schools

should have been doing.”

— KATHELEEN NEZ

Nicole Nez, nght, histens during the: first day of her math class

Boarding schools
given 2nd chance

B Tribal
representatives and
parents will “work
ofi” some of the
$16,000 annual
tuition at the new
Native American
Preparatory School.

BY WREN PROPP
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

icole Nez, a B-ycar-old
Nawvajo, is joining the
rimks ol many of her
people by atlending a
hoarding school.
Nicole, however, will be going to
a private school  unlike  any,
founders say, Native American stu-
denls have expenienced in (he
past
She is among the 52 ninlh-
graders in the first class al the
Native  American Preparatory
School, a new school at the former
Pecos River Tearning Center, 30
miles southeast of Santa e,
Nicole's younger brother and
sister already are back in classes
at Santa Fo Indian School and Ata-
laya  Elementary,  respectively.
While her siblings will continue to
live wilh their mother, Katheleen
Nez, and father, Randy Salas, in
the Santa Fe area, Nicole is bound
for a dorm room with no television
andl s roommate she doesn't know,
A few days belore she's sched-

uled Lo arrive at the prep school's
campus Aug. 27, Nicole still hasn't
packed.

She says she's more interested
in (he content of the classes and
whether she'll be able to partici-
pate in sports al the prep school
than the living conditions.

“I'm not really anxious. ft's not
like: going off 1o college. ... Basi-
cally what 'm most interested in
academically is chiemistry. T wasn
doing too good at svience — math
and Tanguage were what 1 was
goond at — so | don't know why [
fike it. But I'm really looking for a
challenge,” Nicole said.

Her mother, an artist, hopes the
school will offer Nicole an uppor-
tmity to prepace for college —
something Native American stu-
dents don't et at other schools.

“I & child is intelligent, they
should be given extra attention.
We were finding our kids really
didit't know everything they need-
cd o know, We were having 1o
teach them the things (he schools
should  have  heen doing.”
Katheleen Nez said.

Nicole helieves she was distract-
ed from her studies at Santa I'e
Indian School. The classes were
academically challenging, but she
could find few other studenis who
were inlerested in honework and
studying. She said gangs, drugs
and violenee were part of the envi-
ronment.

Santa Fe Indian School officials
dida’t return phone calls Friday
regarding Nicole's comments.

See BOARDING » PAGE 3

Above: Nicole
Nez, 14,
brought
pictures clipped
from magazines
al home to
decorate her
new room al
the Native
American
Preparatory
School. At left:
Nez plays with
her ¢at Junior at
her fpmily’s
home before
leaving for
boardling
schaol.

IAIME DISPENZA
! JOURNAL




Boarding schools given

From PAGE 1

Neither Nicole’s mother nor
father expressed trepidation about
their daughter attending a boarding
school.

“I hope she fits in and I hope she
likes the school. She knows what
she likes. I think she's is a natural
leader,” Salas said.

amn

The dark green of piiion, the pale
green of a tennis court and the rich
green of landscaped grass play well
against the deep brown stucco and
adobe at the prep school nestled on
1,600 acres between the tiny vil-
lages of South San Isidro and North
San Isidro.

During the first day of class, stu-
dents spent their 90-minute class
periods introducing themselves and
hearing from the five teachers who
also will serve as academic advis-
ers, dorm parents and extra-curric-
ular activity counselors.

Officials at the school plan to add
a grade each year until the school
has ninth- through 12th-graders.

Classes are offered in language
arts, algebra, Native American cul-
ture, science and art. Every other
Saturday, students will be in class.
Field trips to historically significant
sites, as well as guest lecturers, will
be part of the curriculum.

“Our school philosophy covers
four areas: culture, community,
challenge and creativity,” said Head
of School Norman Carey.

Fifteen tribes are represented on
the school’s roll, including students
from tribes in Wisconsin and South
Dakota. A student from Las Vegas,
N.M., the only non-Indian among
the 82 students who applied at the
school, also was accepted.

Federal law prohibits the school
from turning down anyone on the
basis of race.

School officials hope some tribes
with gaming revenues will help pay
the full tuition for their students.
None of the school’'s funds come
from the federal government.

Two of the five faculty members

are Native American.

Native American Prep school offi-
cials spent hours talking with par-
ents and tribal officials about the
school's mission before students
applied, Carey said.

Among the school’s directors are
Charles Dorame, former governor
of the Tesuque Pueblo; author N.
Scott Momaday, a Kiowa; and for-
mer Navajo Nation president Peter-
son Zah.

The school was founded by
Richard and Sharon Ettinger, long-
time supporters of Indian educa-
tion, with a $50 million endowment
from the National Education Foun-
dation to start up the school.

While the school’s setling appears
lush, some of the necessities need-
ed for 14-year-olds, like a library
and gymnasium, aren't yel a part of
the facilities, said Associate Head of
School Tina Deschenie.

Meanwhile, the students will par-
ticipate in intramural activities such
as mounltain biking, tennis and bas-
ketball — two temporary basketball
goals have been rolled onto the ten-
nis court — and students will be tak-
en to the library at New Mexico
Highlands University for their
research studies.

Carey said the school's aim is to
attract students whose educational
environment may be their only, and
worst, obstacle in obtaining a col-
lege degree.

“This school was established
largely due to the fact that Native
American students are experiencing
real problems in schools. In many
cases, they have been forced to hide
their intelligence,” Carey said.

At the prep school, students won’t
have anywhere to hide, he said.

Ettinger, also a member of the
school’s board of directors, said his
goal for the school this year is to
have most of the 52 students who
started classes this week to become
the 10th-grade class in June 1996.

“I know this first week has been
quite a shock to them. They are
already complaining about not hav-
ing enough free time and how struc-
tured this is. They need to get into
the habit of self-discipline and they

have lots of encrgy, so we are giving
them lots of class time and lots of
sports time,” Ettinger said late this
week.

- Emnm

Nicole, after the first day classes,
shows a reporter the photo collage
of sports and media stars she has
clipped from magazines and taped
to the corner wall above her hed
and above her desk in her room.

The collage, with its mix of movie
star/media target Hugh Grant,
model Ru Paul and sports maven
Michael Jordan, has room to grow
acress the wall and around the cor-
ner, Nicole points out.

Her first day hasn't been eventful,
she says, and she's eager to meet
some friends outside rather than
talk.-about classes or her feclings.
Dressed in jeans or shorts and com-
fortable shirts, Nicole and two oth-
er students wander from the swim-
ming pool to the tennis court and
find the school’s single basketball.

For Associate Head of School
Deschenie, the freedom Nicole and
her' fricnds are experiencing is
worth savoring: it contrasts with a
strugrgle in Native American educa-
tion Deschenie has seen for most of
her-years.

Dféschcnic, who as an elemen-

IAIME DISPENZA/IOURNAL
Nic¢ole Nez and fellow students make use of the converted tennis
courts in the heart of the compound. The school looks forward to
building a gymnasium.

tary-age child lived in a Bureau of
Indian Affairs boarding school on
the Navajo Reservation, said stark
barracks were the day-to-day reality
of her early education.

“It was so barren. Many of the
staff were 1old to be cold and unfeel-
ing. Some of the older girls terror-
ized the younger ones. I also
remember that they used to braid
our hair so tight sometimes our
faces hurt,” Deschenie said.

Boarding schools are a legacy
some Native American parents fear
of passing on to their children,
Deschenie said. However, parents
of Native American Prep students
took a lcap of faith because of the
school’s goals, she said.

Deschenie, who worked for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs in
Shiprock, Navajo Academy in Farm-
ington and an educational accredita-
tion organization called the North
Central Association before moving
to Native American Prep, said acad-
emic demands will be placed on the
students, but the school also will
strive to bring the students’ culture
to life.

“For some of these parents, this
was a chance of a lifetime for their
children and they really have come
to trust us,” she said.
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By Tamar Stieber

Speciai o The Oonvar 1Pt
'. OWEF.N.M. — Saltillo tiles,
vigas, hot tubs, troni.

)

streams and tennis courts --
all the trappings of a posh deser
inn.
But that wasina frmer life
This past surmmer, the 1600-
acre resort 30 miles northeast ot
Santa Feowas tramstormed into

the Native American M eparatory

School, the first private colloge-
prep
academy
inthe
colntry
pup
wlated
solely by
Indhan
feens,

Nifive

Atnevican
Prep — Tina Deschenie, a
or Navajo, is asso(_:rate

head of the Native
"NADST American Prepara-
asils tory School.

founders

! and faenltv coll = heaon it
‘ G
Silver Shandiin Salazar. a Nava-
jo from Farmington, N.M., works
in study hall at the Native Amen-
uan Preparatory School, top.
Above. it instructor John An-
thony Rayna of Taos Puebio
pauses on campus. At right, stu-
dents play basketball on a sun-
ny Santa Fe day.

frest veur as o foll-inme prep
sehool on Aup 28 when 52 fresh-
men trom 15 ditterent tribes de-
seended op Hhe serene campus
“Thetr caltove and language are
emphasized.” <aid RBichard Fttin-
geroa founder of the sehond who
chairs s hoard ot directors, = We
want tosuppart and nowrish their
feeling of whao they are.”
Photos by Neil Jacobs

Speciablo The Donver Pasy

Ftbhnger 74 co-tounded the

prep sehool i V988 with Joe Cur-
ry headmaster of Cushing Acade-
my in Massichasetts, and Potey
and Wanda MacDonald, Defer
MacDonald. one-time changman of
the Navigo Nation, i in feder)

prison serving e for cony nption
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and conspiracy.

Until this year, the prep school
functioned only as a summer pro-
gram at Verde Valley School in Se-
dona, Ariz., the first year; New Mexi-
co State University in Las Cruces the
next three summers; the University
of California in Irvine for three more
summer sessions; and the College of
Santa Fe in 1994.

The school finally settled in its cur-
rent location, the former Pecos River
Learning Center, on land occupied in
the 12th century by a Tancan tribe
called the Paequiu — “‘Pecos” in
Spanish.

This year the ninth-graders have
the campus to themselves. Each year,
another freshman class will join them
until the school has a full four-year
cnrollment. The point is to avoid
growing too fast, Carey explained.

His goal as the school's leader is to
make the curriculum “second to no
other in the country,” he said.

That takes money — from $15,000
to $23,000 a year at most private
prep schools in America.

But students at NAPS pay only
$900 a year, about 5 percent of the
$16,000 tuition, the bulk of which is

- paid by private donors. The largest is

the Educational Foundation of Amer-
ica, which supplies 30 percent of the
school’s $1.7 million budget. The
foundation was created by Ettinger’s
father, Richard Prentice Ettinger,
who co-founded Prentice Hall pub-
lishing house.

Parents can reduce the amount
they pay even more by volunteering
as weekend dormitory monitors.

Ettinger’s interest in Native Amer-
ican education began about 20 years
ago when he realized that his alma
mater, Dartmouth College, wasn't
living up to its 1769 charter to edu-
cate American Indians. He ap-
proached the college president, who
shared his concerns and started a Na-
tive American studies program.

But it wasn’t until he rcad Dee

Brown's “Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knee, an Indian History of the Ameri-
can West,” that Ettinger became a
strong advocate for Native American
education.

His dream of a full preparatory
school for Indian teens, however, had
a rocky start this summer.

One wecek after its opening, a stu-
dent riot closed the school for 12
days. Save for a few broken lights,
the disturbance left little physical
damage. But it inflicted some psycho-
logical and spiritual wounds that are
still healing among the 40 students
who returned and the staff, three of
whom are now gone.

SpeCIal to The Denver Post / Neil Jacobs

CAMARADERIE: A group of students congregates in the
women’s dormitory at the Native American Preparatory School.

Aiyana Van Zile, a 15-year-old Po-
tavatomi from Crandon, Wis., said
students got “hysterical” because
they felt no one was listening to them.

Added Chad Pfeiffer, a 14-ycar-old
Navajo from Rock Point, Ariz.:
“Many of the teachers don't under-
stand where we're coming from.
They were trying to run this place
like an Eastern boarding
school. . .They're used to teaching
Anglo kids from other schools.

“We're different,” he said. “Spiritu-
ality for Anglo kids is set for one day
— Sunday. For us, it's every day.”

Students now observe several min-
utes of silence every morning for per-

sonal spiritual reflection. -

“We've all been learning,” said as- -
sociate head of school Quintana “Ti-
na” Deschenie, who is Navajo. “For
most of the students . .. they have
never been away from home. They
never interacted with other tribes.”

As Thundercloud Abeyta, a 14-
year-old from Acoma Pueblo, said,
“I've learned too much about non-na-
tive students. Now we can learn
about ourselves.”

On the history classroom black-
board, teacher Al Blackhorse has a
short list of Indian tribes. At the front
of the room is a large American flag,
the only class that has one.

Blackhorse, a Navajo, was a mili-
tary aviator for 11 years and is a gulf
war veteran. The room embodies the
two worlds he and his students strad-
dle, a balance he wants to help his
young wards master. Blackhorse, 33,
teaches documented and oral history,
language and tradition, culture and
spirituality.

“The kids need a role model,” he
said. “We relate to one another in a
way where nothing is held back.
That’s unique.”

Art teacher John Anthony Reyna,
the other Native American among
the prep school’s five instructors;
takes a holistic approach to art in- -
struction that includes music, story-
telling and even ways of dressing a$
well as drawing, painting and craf(s.

“Most Native American languages
have no word for art,” he explained
in a classroom decorated with grass
weaving, feathered mobiles, jewelry
and dream catchers in various media.

In native tradition, art is “inclu-
sive,” it's part of daily life, said Rey-
na — just like spirituality, which he
incorporates into his teaching by re-
citing Indian mythology while stu-
dents work on their projects.

“For me, it's not a matter of ei-
ther/or — picking between two cul- .
tures,” said Reyna, a member of the
Taos Pueblo. “That’s why 1 want to
work with them, so they can have the
best of both worlds.” :
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In Rowe

The Native American Prep School

by Cindy Bellinger

At the far end of a
pravel road, winding oft the
main highway in Rowe, New
Mexico lic groups of adobe
buildings easily blending with
the pinon-studded hills and rock
formations rising from the Pecos
River Valley. Definitely in the
backcountry, the trees give wel-
come shade from the hot
autumn sun.  The landscaped
terraces provide calm. Once the
Pecos River Learning Center,
the " buildings now house the
Native American Preparatory
School (NAPS).

“There have been lots
of changes It's gotten better,”
said Samuel Vallo, reflecting on

hus years as a student-at NAPS. ...

Vallo began  attending  the
school three years ‘ago when it
lirst . opened ““Yeah, it's
changed a whole bunch ”
v4ify, Though it's in a new
setting, Norman Carcy,' head-
master for the school says the
schoolisn’t new. . ...,
“It all started in
when Peter McDonald, Chair-
man of the Navajo Nation at the
ume, met Richard Ettinger at
Uushing Academy in Massachu-
setts duting a parent weekend
l'hey began discussing the plight
»f bright Native American st
dents dropping out of school
and getting lost  Both agreed it
was-a wastc of incredible po-
tenual

One thing led to an-
other and that summer an ex-
periment started in Sedona, Ari-
zona “We had 50 students
vmolled,” recalled Carey, who
taught at Cushing and has been
active an the Native Amenican
proglam - since  1ts
The first

Hiception
session
week success
“We had kids
dhdn’t want 1o go homie,” Carey

was a thice

who

wid, who is not Native Ameri-
can and adnuts begm  scared
when he st started “Afler the
tard day 1 was ready 1o quit ™
But he hung in, growing along
For the neat
seven years the school operared

with the school

4 summer program moving, from
Califorma and
eventually 1o New Mexico, st
n L.as Cruces then Santa Fe
Fmally, in March 1995
itowas obvious a wune month

Anzona  to

<chool was called for. So we
amckly put topether a schoot”
And just as the search hepan for
vopermanent sie,  the Peces
iver Leatmng, Center in Rowe

went ap tor sale

1987

‘Current entollment in
the residential school hsts 70
students from 33 tubes, tepre-
senuing 13 states The vision,
according to Carey, is to be a
national school, plans are tn

reciuit  students from New
England . Alaska, and Hawan
“We want 1o prepare

these kids for college, o give
education that
petes and excels

thent an com-
We also want
students to walk comfortably i
Iwo worlds ™

Besides oftfenimey tadi
tional classes such as chemistiv,
art and bnphsh, the
puipose s o

school's
valudating and
‘celebrating cach student’s lien-
tage  With so nany tibes rep-
resented, Carey sind, the com-
mon ground s respect, taler-
ance  and acceptance I'he
schoal often has special davs
when  students from dilerent
tnibes show ol their dances and
foad  Not all w-

dents artive at the school well-

serve then

steeped i then enliure, thongh,
sa the school oflers these sia
dents plenty of oppottumn to
lemn about then aulture, of they
want to

The cntena by which
students are selected are mualn-
letters of e

faccted  testing,

ammendation, autobiogaphie

essays by students and essiavs

about the student by then pan

ents Grade poit averages need

to be 31O students need 1o show

sy of anvolvement with the

community, they need o be

mterviesed and vianme e

CRIMpLS, sithng. anoon o

lsses o stonuly adoeed

t/IC PECOS vALLEY STAR

Roy Thundercloud, Sandia Pueblo; Ch
and Heidi Brandow, Hawaii all attend the Native American
Preparatory School in Rowe, NM,

OCTOBLR 1997 |

dents came to me saving that the

peaple ™ Hut thines e dets

work proprnn such as cleaning nitely sobididying

the caletena, 1he And the poals are be-

classrooms,

clearmg, away the trash wasn't ing met

Vallo plans 1o attend
Dartmouth  for
degree
he says “gives you a challenpe

and teaches your responsibibiny

wmking It was on s totation an enginecring
basis and they came up with a
way to change 1 I hstened. 1
let them orpamze it themselves
It wasn’t working and they were
nght. They fixed 1t

“One thing we can’t
say around here is ‘we've never
done that' because we haven't

done anything It's all new. We

The school curmculum

for being away from home.™
Hewdi Brandow, from
Hawaii said she also likes the
challenges and especially enjoys
the science classes.
Roy Thundercloud, a

haven’t slipped into any comfy -ninth “grader fiom Sandia

niches yet.  We try different Pucblo, said the school “is

things.™ : nice. . there are no disteactions
And this 1s what Sam- - :

The faculty consists of
14 are Native Amecrnican
The curriculum is oflen decided
by the students

uel Vallo likes A junior this 18,
year he says, "The teachers and
students can communicate now
The teachers really listen and many  wanted
take time to be with you™ In classes
the early days there were clashes
due to, Carey says, “putting a
school together oo quickly,
resulting in a muss-match of

For nstance,
photography
They now have three
They demanded music classes
and got them And dance
Tuition costs $16,000
a ycar and a majority of students

uck Charleston, Arizona;

One of the important
clements to choosing a student
15 they want to go to NAPS.
“"We don't want kids ‘who' are
being pushed into being heréy

Carey, a long time
cducator, said he sees a depth of
character in the  students  at
NAPS that he soll hasn't been
abie to name "It has something
to do with simphaty and hon-
esty 7 He espeaially likes ther
directness and therr wantng to
be a part of the campus

“One

Samuel Vallo has studied at NAPS since it opened three years ago.

e some stu-

are on  scholarships Frnd
raising s on-pomng and a recen
benefit brought in $75000 tha
will be more than doubled by o

matching grant,

The  school sus op
Louo  acres,  dorms, laculin
housng classiooms, hibran

caletena,  and  adoumstiation

buddimus cover 1.5 aeies 4
poal. sauna, temms couns and
Jacurzr are also avalable T
place s so hesutful and <
much hke a resart that penods
cally a few students need 1o be
renminded that homeswark s antl
die

Indeed, 1t would be
casv to farget. The views v
wazing, the open sky calls ton
reflection, and  the et
carties a listory that belongy 1o
the spitit of the place Long e
mothe valtey below the sehoal
the Pueblo

ared

Indinx and  (he

Phuns  Indians would  neer

Comuiyp ((»_u_(‘(lu'l tor ceremaom

alv o Teas noacodent thar e

Natve - Amencin Preparitons

School banging (ogether 13

Pobves gl ndd o D -



Native American Preparatory School Inc.

P.O. Box 160, Rowe, New Mexico 87562-0160
Phone: (505) 474-6801  FAX: (505) 474-6816

BOARD OF DIRECTORS October 6, 1997
Sharon Ettinger _ Wilma Mankiller
2132 Foothills Rd. Rt. 1, Box 945
Santa Fe, NM 87505 Stillwell, OK 74960
Home: 505-820-0347 Home: 918-696-7825
Fax: 505-820-1401 Fax: 918-696-7825
Barbara Ettinger Richard S. Millman
1075 La Tierra Nueva Whittier College
Santa Fe, NM 87505 PO Box 634
Home: 988-7089 Whittier, CA 90608
Fax: 988-7089 Work: 562-907-4204
Home: 562-945-3456
David Godfrey Fax: 562-907-4995
35 Church Lane
Westport, CT 06880 Edwina Milner .
Work: (203) 227-7470 909 Calle Arco
Home: (203) 222-3826 Santa Fe, NM 87501
Fax: (203) 227-0424 Home: 986-8426
Fax: 982-4187
Julia Honaberger
PO Box 4138 Max Myers
Fairview, NM 87533 Nations Bank
Home: 505-852-4406 PO Box 5375
Fax: David: 505-665-7379 Santa Fe, NM 87502
Work: 505-471-1234
Patricia House Fax: 505-473-8669
1501 Miramar Drive
Balboa, CA 92661 Nora Naranjo-Morse
Work: Rt. 3 Box 310-D
Home: 714-673-7737 Espanola, NM 87532
Phone 4: Car: 213-706-4508 Work: Studio: 753-4570
Fax: 714-673-1612 Home: 753-5506
Valorie J. Johnson Arnold S. Roland
Youth Development & Education 6 Thistle Lane
W K. Kellogg Foundation Santa Fe, NM 87501
One Michigan Avenue East Home: 988-5764
Battle Creek, MI 49017-4058 Fax: 988-3239
Work: 616-968-1611
Home: 517-339-1069 Benny Shendo, Jr.
Fax: 616-968-0413 PO Box 508
Jemez Pueblo, NM 87024
Frances M. Knott Work: 505-277-6930
1165 West Valley View Drive Home: 505-834-7386
Fullerton, CA 92833 Fax: 505-277-1818

Home: 714-680-0345
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Charlie Soap

Rt. 1, Box 945
Stillwell, OK 74960
Work: 918-458-0902
Home: 918-696-7825
Fax: 918-458-0939

Kogee Thomas

Center for Ed. Partnerships
University of California
160 Administration Bldg.
Irvine, CA 92697-1075
Work: 714-824-7817
Home: 714-525-4024

Fax: 714-824-8219

Richard Trudell

American Indian Resources Institute
319 Mac Arthur Boulevard
Oakland, CA 94614

Work: 510-834-9333

Fax: 510-834-3836

Peterson Zah

Office of Student Affairs

Box 87103, Arizona State University
Tempe, AZ 85287-2103

Work: (602) 965-5793

Home: 520-871-2452

Fax: (602) 965-0865
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Native American Prep Program Excites Students

BY JEANNIE JOHNSON
Journal Staff Writer

A rejection letter from the Native
American Preparatory School did-
2't discourage Jessica Valdez, 16. It
inspired her.

“I went from a 2.75 grade point
average to a 3.5 in ope year,” she
sard. “That's how determined I was
o get in here.”

Her determinadon paid off, and
Valdez left Pojoaque High after her
freshman year for the private prep
scheol 30 miles southeast of Santa
Fe. Valdez, now a jumnor, is just one
of about 75 Native American stu-
depts from around the Unuted
States who come to the school for
the rigorous academucs and the
chance to get into any college of
their choice.

Unlike Santa Fe's Indian School,
the preparatory school receives no
government funding, said its direc-
tor Norman Carey. It costs about
316,000 a year to house and educate
each student, he said.

The school relies heavily on con-
ributons and fund-raisers to pro-
vide scholarships for its students.

“No student pays anything close
to $16.000." Carey said. “Many are
on full schoiarship. We do our schoi-
arships need-blind. That means we
don't look at their financial situa-
non when we're deciding on accep-
wance of students. We wait until a
student 1s accepted into the school,
and then we take a look at their fam-
iy’s financial situation.”

This vear’s main fund-raiser —
Circie of Voices — 135 scheduled
‘rom 3to 7 p m. Sept. 27 on the cam-

“No student pays anything close to $16,000. Many are
on full scholarship. We do our scholarships need-blind.
That means we don't look at their financial situation
when we 're deciding on acceptance of students. We wait
until a student is accepted into the school, and then we
take a look at their family's financial situarion.”

NORMAN CAREY,

NATIVE AMERICAN PREPARATORY SCHOOL

pus. The Educational Foundation of
America has agreed to give the
schoo] $2 for each $1 raised for
scholarships at the benefit.

Three hundred tckets will be
sold at $75 per ticket with $35 of
that tax deductible.

Carey said each year the benefit
celebrates a different Native Amer-
ican tribe or region. This year, the
focus is on the Anishinabe people
and the Woodlands Indian culture
found in Wisconsin and Minnesota,
he said.

There will be Ojibwe singers and
drummers as well as a traditional
meal served along the banks of the
Pecos River. In addition, there will
be a silent and verbal auction of
donated pieces of art and other
1tems.

Three ski packages will be
offered in the sient auctuon. There
will be a southern New Mexco ski
package that includes three days
Lift uckets, equipment rentals and
two nights {odging for two people.
There also will be packages for
Taos and Santa Fe.

“We raised $176,000 last year.”

said Doris Roland, one of the coor-
dinators of the fund-raiser. “This
year we want to top that. Knowing
that each student depends on schol-
arships really challenges us.”

Coming to the preparatory school
means the difference between suc-
cess and failure, many of the stu-
dents said. Fawn Irving, 15, is an
Oglala Lakota from PineRidge, S.D.

This is Irving's second year
attending the school, and she said
she is shooting for acceptance into
Harvard to pursue a medical
degree in neurology. Coming to
New Mexico has eliminated the pos-
sibility of dropping out of school
like some of her other siblings, she
said.

*In public school on my reserva-
tion. [ thought there was too much
socializing and games going on,'
Irving said. “Here, things are so
organized you don have time to
skip classes. This school is also bet-
ter than public school in that there
are fewer students in each class-
room and that makes 1t easier to
learn.”

B.J. Sandoval, 16, was recruited

to attend the preparatory school the
first year it opened. He was living
in the San Felipe Pueblo and attend-
ing middle school in Bernalillo, he
said.

“When the recruiter told us about

the school’s curriculum, I knew [
wanted to apply,” he said. "I was
really excited to get in because we
get more freedom 0 express our
feelings here.

“I think I'm doing better academ-

JANE BERNARD/JOURNAL

A LONG WAY FROM HOME: Fredricka Brandow, from Hllo, Hawall, reads in the /lbrary at The Native Amer#-
can Prep School.

ically, too — [ have someunng
between a 3.5 and a 4.0 GPA. [ dan’t
think I'd be doing as well f [ were
still in public school because [ think
I'd be paying a lot more attention to
my friends and messing around.”
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December 17, 1997

Andros & Ero Nicolaides
Embassy of Cyprus

2211 R Street, NW

i Washington, DC 20008

Dear Mr. Ambassadorgi vt &/o

Thank you very much for your very thoughtful card and
for the wonderful diary. It was so nice of you to think of us.
Happy holidays!

Best wishes.

Since ‘ly

elanne Verveer

Chief of Staff to
the First Lady
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Christmas Greetings
with all good wishes
for

a Happy New Year
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Andros and Ero Nicolaides

Embassy of the Republic of Cyprus,
Washington, D.C.
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Mrs. Melanne Verveer

Chief of Staff to the First Lady
The White House

Washington, DC 20500

EMBASSY OF CYPRUS
WasHINGTON, D.C.

PHOTOCORY
PRESERVATION




THE WIHTE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 7, 1997

Mr. John Meyer
President & Publisher
The 21st Century

Box 30

Newton, MA 02161

Dear Mr. Meyer:

Thank you very much for your letter and for copies of
“The 21st Century” and for your request for an interview with
the First Lady.

I have forwarded your letter to Marsha Berry, Director
of Communications for the First Lady, and she will be in touch

as to whether or not it will be possible.

Best wishes.

Sincerely,

uStf———

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to
the First Lady
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A JOURNAL WRITTEN BY THE NEXT GENERATION

October 221997
M Melianne Verveer

- Chiet of Staf 1o the Yirst Lady

"The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue

: Washington, DC 2654

Dear Ms. Verveer:

! Eh Segal suggested T getin touch with yeua for a very special request. Consistent with the st
Lady’s mteiest in young people and cducation, we would like to start i contest in our pape -~ (0
cncourage large numbers of teencge students to interview a teacher. grandparent, {riend. polisieisn,
, huxmu;ipc,xmn, ncighber, o any ofer adult We believe this will give teens an omon
I know somcone better, write an aricle based on the interview, and share their insighis with hundeeds;
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of thonsands of their peers throven Fhe 21st Century.

CAS anineentive for this contest, we want o ofter the student “winner”™ of the best interviesw an

; opportunity ¢ join the two publishers for a trip to Washington to interview The First Lady in the
FWhite Howe We anticipate the interview would take about thirty minutes, but the publisha
Cinterview woiidid give hundreds of theusands of teenagers an opportunity to share hrs. (_‘Immn'\‘
: thoughts and 1o zet s better understanding of her commitment to young people.

| The s aaiflorence
for therr generation and improve the opportuntties for therr own families. A a mother of o

M. Clinton’s opions and hor vision for the future of today’s young adulis would be xrerefy

cudent woueld ondy sobicit Mis, Clinton’s thoughts on how today’s teens can soske
(SIS P SN

| tnteresting to our iuree siadent ara teacher audience.

LEthe Fivse ady agrees. we would start the contest immediately and atter the winoer s b, the

mterveiew could secur anyime tes spring. 1 think this would demonsizaic great supisaad £ thee

Clinton to connect i w unique way with a very lurge nans
as soon as possible if this 1s acceptatzle.
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young peopic and allow Vs,

senood students, Please e me bnow

You should wise know that cur orzeization recently sent 600,000 copies of a Prestdes s’ Survit

tssue 0wl 20,000 juntor and senior high schools nationwide. Last vear we distiibuied nier s then
8000 coptes M o Hope o History to student recipients of “The 2 1st Century Boel Avand 7 i
addition, during his s werim, President Clinton met with us and some students to acknow e 0
thai 20,000 fetzrs sent to our paiper joi the President. For the past five years Michae! Dnlois b

the Year™ award dinner for which thousands of stadents L
owvhio have had aclasting timpact on ther lives, More than 72
e orcsnaking adifference for thousands of young people every vy
we believe thal cocow agray wiiting and interviewing skills are most imporiant fore fodns <o,

hosted our annua? “Hducator o

noimated teacha wachers b oo

hornored. A veu Lun e
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Now, in our ninth year, The 211st Century is the nation’s largest newspaper written entirely by teens for eens.
Every month about 250,000 students in 2. 204 schools read the regular issues of The 21st Cenneiy and thousands
become mspired to contribute. In addinon. at least one cepy of the paper is being sent 1o every junior and
senior high nationwide every month. The central Tocas of the paper is always to increase self-esteem by
providing an unparalleled opporiunity for students to develop their reading, writing, ereative and critical
thinking skills. We have proved that there is a strong readership for this type of publication.

The Young Authors Foundation, Inc.. publisher of the paper, is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization committed to
encouraging all students to value reading, writing and their entire education as a necessary ool for lifelong
learning and successful employment. The 2is1 Century is a unique project successfully reaching a broad range
ol social, racial, economic and ethnic groups and includes an outpouring of talent, experiences. ideas and
innovative solutions from teens unmatched by any media.

We hope you and Mrs. Clinton recognize the impact we are having on students and teachers and that you will
be able to work with us to arrange for the interview. Thanks for your interest and Ilook forward to hearing

from you soon.

Cordially,

SR e

/ . .
Jobn Meyecr. President and Publisher

P.S. Encloscd arc some recent issues and our Poctry Journal which the Clintons have been receiving sinee our
meeting in 1993, 1f you need any additional information please let me know. Thank you.



Peter Rabbit Wore Wool

He was never niy favorite grand-
father. It hurts o admit that. His
house was big and dark and always
cold. My grandimother smoked and
we always went home smielly, Tdid
love him. | oved him a lot. My

head was always buried in his
wool swedaters when he hugged
me Whenever I paeture him, | see
hinvin thenn. T think he wore them
when he golfed. Grammy gave me
some when he died They e warni.
At holidays he was such a pres-
ence. When he laughed. you heard
him. When be yelled, your eyes
watered. He had a lisp when he
talked; maybe 1t was a bit of an
accent, I don’t know. My cousins
and 1 Hoved to play board games
with him. He was the only adult
who would play with us. Fle never
let us win like some grown-ups do.

Tius nonfiction piece by Jana Richurdson continues on page 6,

In fact he wsually blew us ont of
the water.

Our favortte was the Peter
Rabbit game We haven't played it
in years. It had tiny metal pieces
painted m pastel colors. Grandpa
was always Peter. Kathy hked o
be the frog or the hen 1 was usual-
ly the pink “girl” bunny. It had tiny
little dice to roll and w4 beautfully
drawn playing board. When the
game wis over, we always begped
to play agn. We never did. Once
was cnough for hin.

My grandpa had a heart attack. It
was his second. He died in the
morming. They didu’t tell us. 1
spent that Moenday just liked
everyone celse at school. My mom
said there wouldn't have been any
point in crying and moping, ‘That
wasi’t the point. 1 felt guilty.

‘

It's Hard Being Dead

As the bell rang, T realized it was time. I entered the bathroom, tak-
ing my time. | realized that my teacher wouldn't mind if T was late.
This was a special day. Tehanged mto my clothes —my black velvet

pants and black shirt. I smeared on the white nakeup. trymg to usce as

litle as possible My titde white bottle Tad 1o Last everyone the whole

day. Then, the final touch, my little sign. T wrote in red,
“SUZY - KILLED BY ATRACTOR TRAILER DRIVEN BY A -

DRUNK DRIVER™

Today was Dead Day. One person is Killed every 21 minutes by

adrunk driver. In order o make that stanstic real, 17 of us became

“dead” for the day We weren'tallowed to talk, just keep a somber

expression on our faces. 1, of course. had volunteered 1o go first.

Big mistake.

My [irst class was Physics, and there were only three students in

the class, and this particular day we had asub, so we had no work to
do. That left two students to try 1o make the third. me, laugh.

Thix nonfiction prece by Suzanne Uzzila continnes on page 8.
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The Days

Nothing ever changed on our block

Except for the seasons

tach day the sun set behind your house

And those trees

But we always tried to make the
difference somehow

Sitting on my back porch by the
light of a candle

Till dawn crawled in

We talked about leaving that town and
changing fate

We took comfort in our laughter

As we chased the hours of summer

The days stretched into the nights

As we sat in Vicari's woods

Untif the days began to grow short again

We mourned for our losses

As friends escaped the borders

We lived for the nights where time
lasted forever

by Anonymous. More poetry on pages 16-17.

EvErYy MONTH

Box 30 NON-PROFIT
Newton ,
U.S. POSTAGE
MA 02161 PAID

Change The Young
S R Authors

ervice Foundation, tnc.

Requested

Y

Grandparents:

Special Focus
on page 6.

Book Awards
page 29.

We're
Listening ...
on page 11.

Send Your
Art & Photos

TeenArt Gallery page 31.

Opinion Poll

page 3.

Student Reps

see page 13.

Have a
SOlUtiOn?page 10.

Submit Your
WOrK sce rules on 3.

Book Awards. ... ... 29

Book Reviews ... ... 23
College Essays....

(ollege Reviews . .
Community Service......... 14
Concert Reviews.............. 22
Environment . . .......18
Feedback .

Fiction .

Grafhti Wall

Letters to Editor

Movie Reviews ... 23
Music Reviews

Nonfidtion .. . .
Opinion ... .. ....... .10-11
Poetry ... ... ...16-17
Reviews... ... ... 22-23
Saence & Technology .27
Special Focus..
Sports 24
TeenAd Gollery ... ... 31
Video Reviews . . ... 23
Websites List

You & Your Health

Top photo by

Richard Senter, Hampton, NH
Middle photo by

Emily Hocker, Carlisle, MA
Bottom Photo by

Meaghan Venezia, Plymouth, MA

er.org




BHOTOCUE

COEQERVATIOR

Sightseeing

1 took the tram downtown and WL L0 SCUITY away
got ontal Sonth ey, The ferry “Fmust get o the ferry before it
Poat was waiting and [ran toward  goes L sorry.” T stammered
i, overlooking the ohstacle unnl it [ ran 1o catch the ferry — partly
moved. “Can you spare some out of lear and partly out of antici-
change?” she asked. pation. Onee on the ferry, 1 joined

1 fooked it hier with annoyance. some tounsts at the bow of the ves-
Bag ladies were commonly found sel Waer splashed on my fore-
wandering the streets without a head. | looked over the ranl (o see
home of their own, This one wore the green sea that hinted ol poltu-
bundles of rags wrapped here ind ton. My atention was diverted by
there to give some semblance of the appearance of a small figure in
decency The wind blew them the distance. She stood there. tall
around her gaunt figure and her and unbowed - a4 monutient to the
frame trembled noticeably. Her American culture. Tacknowledged
outstretched hand Liy opened and her with a mental salute and gazed
niked, waiting for me to press a on with awe.
coin into that dirty palm 1 found The Sttue of Liberty —a
her eyes under i thick mass of oily, woman who had such historical
unwashed har They were empty significance that millions of people
and cold. She had a sickly preen flock to Liberty Istand to see her
tnge on her skin that made me cach vear

This nonficton piece by Naney Wonyg continues on page 8.
li A A Y |
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My Story, My Past

To me, adoption is a beautiful thing. Sixteen years ago T was given
up for adoption. Although Fknow some information about my past,
the yuestion of who am 1is puzzling to me. Here is my story.

1 was born Carmen Julia to a couple who fived i Chihuahua,
Mexico. T don't know their last name. My birthparents were poverty
stricken. When 1 see those commercials on television about poor peo-
ple who live in poor countries, 1 tend to believe that is who my birth-
parents are, and who Tonee was. T was their ninth child, Tdon'teven
know if T was botn in a hospital, or a cardboard box my birthpurents
called home. T was horn on the twenty-seventh of May, and for three
months, Chihuahua was my home. 1 only lived there briefly because
my birth parents had no money 1o feed us. To top tat, T was suffering
from an iMness. They needed 10 get me out of there, which they did.
Al that point, ¥ was nobody’'s child.

At that sutie e in New York, i young couple who had been mar-

ricd Tor eight years was desperately seeking a child .

This nonfiction piece by Jenmfer Etsenbery continues on page 0.

world

the dying sun strains o smile

with pamnful moves he grasps my hand
his withered boady burns with rage

he cries because the sky is blue

please don’t fade on me

frightened, [ scream

as the haunted trees laugh with envy
wishing they could still fear

but yet their souls tremble

heneath the weight of their knowledge

I feel the warmth slowly draining

it's time to die hefore we're killed

1 say good-bye, the ocean loves him
he embraced the truth, rejected words
The Sun s Gone.

the bitter kiss

the dying moon strains to smile

by Lori Golzmane

More poetry on pages 16-17.
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Clinton Presidential Records
Digital Records Marker

This is not a presidential record. This is used as an administrative
marker by the William J. Clinton Presidential Library Staff.

This marker identifies the place of a publication.

Publications have not been scanned in their entirety for the purpose
of digitization. To see the full publication please search online or
visit the Clinton Presidential Library's Research Room.
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velcome to the
ummit issue of
he 21st Century

For the last cight years,
he 21st Century has been
e monthly publication for
merica’s future — today’s
enagers.

The 21st Century offers
‘cnagers the opportunity to
ublish their views, opinions
nd creative work on issues
at affect their everyday
VEs.

The 215t Century, which
regularly sent to 2,000
igh schoaols, has already
ublished more than 12,000
udent works.

We have no staff writers!

Published works inchide
udents’ fiction, nonfiction,
rose, poetry, art und pho-
graphy. Thousands of stu-
ents have submitted work
n hundreds of topics
wluding community ser-
ice, the environment and
e opportunities and prob-
‘ms facing America, as well
5 their views on movies,
ooks, music and sports.

The 21st Century tulfills
e need of teenagers to
ave u nonjudgmental forum
1t gives voice to their con-
erns, talents, joys and tri-
mphs. The newspaper
uilds sclf-esteem by provid-
1g students with a unique
‘pportunity to develop their
sading, writing, creative and
ritical-thinking skills.

The 21st Century is proud
y join the Presidents’
ummit for America's Future
vith this Special Issue being
istributed by UPS to
00,000 students in 20,000
igh schools We look for-
vard 10 publishing teens’
oices in the SummIT-Up
dition in May.

NSIDE

ummit Events .. .2
‘ublishing Opporntunity . .. 3
tudent Essays ... 4,5
undamental Resources. 6,7

‘orporate Commutiments....8

President Clinton President Bush

An Invitation to

THE PRESIDENTS’ SUMMIT
FOR AMERICA'S FUTURE

Including a Guide to Summit Events
April 27-29, 1997

residents Clinton, Bush, Reagan, Carter and Ford,

ogether with General Colin Powell and more than

1,700 communuty leaders, will gather in Philadelphia for
The Presidents” Summit for America’s Future.

They hope to inspire an unprecedented

nitonwide commitment W community ser-

vice to help young people across America.

Not everyone can be in Philadelphii, but
everyone can participate in the Summit. This
is your oppaortunity 10 be purt of the spirit of
the Summit and to help sustain its message

B into the 21st century.

Lo This is your invitation to participate and
General Colin Powell

. ; _have your thoughts on the Summit and
Summit General Chair Y 8

community service published in the
SummlIT-Up Issue.

Students:
The 21st Century

wants you!

Experience the Power of Print

Give us your reactions to The Presidents’ Summit and
share your communily service expenences and
ideas for the SummIT-Up issue in May.

Send your opinions, prose, poetry,
letters, photos, and art for publication
in The 21st Centuryby May 12t

See rules on page 5.

Philadelphia’s Independence Hall

Jo

in the Summit:

Watch wnd Listen to the
Summit on TV, radio, C-Span
and the Internet.

- Read all about the Summit in

this and other newspapers and

magazines.

Discuss the Summit ideus at
home and in the classroom.

Respond with opinions on what
the Summit meant; what commu-
nity service programs are work-
ing locully; and what we can all
do to solve today's chullenges.

- Mail or email your thoughts

and ideas to The 21st Century
by May 12th for publication in
the SummIT-Up issue.




’ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

November 3, 1997 ' -

Ms. Mark Nichols
435 W. 119th Street
Apartment 52

New York, 10027

Dear Mark:

Thank you very much for your note and for the
thoughtful gift. We’re off to Central Asia, Russia and Ukraine.

Thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely,

Chief of Staff to
the First Lady

/ Melanne Verveer
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FITE WITHPE 1TTOUST

MWASTHINGT O\

September 12, 1997

Ms. Merry Carol Morris
8809 Twin Lake Drive
Boca Raton, FL 33496

Dear Merry:

Thank you very much for your letter and for offering
your assistance on the Summit of the America’s conference
scheduled for this March. | will keep your expression of
interest in mind should an opportunity present itself.

 am sorry to hear that you will not be in Florida when
we travel there later this month. Best wishes.

Sincerely,

-

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to
the First Lady
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THEE W HTTE HOUSE

WASHIING T ON

December 4, 1997

Mr. George Masiuk
‘The Washington Group
P.O. Box 11248
Washington, DC 20008

Dear George:

Since you asked several months ago about Mrs.,
Clinton’s trip plans in Lviv, I am forwarding copies of her
remarks in Ukraine. She was enthusiastically received by the
people and she madc every effort to express America’s
commitment to work with Ukraine as it builds its democracy
and addresses its challenges.

All the best. Happy holidays!
Sincerely,

/"/L‘«AJ\,——

Melanne Verveer
Chief of Staff to
the First Lady



ATT11, Page 1

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON AT THE IVAN FRANKO OPERA AND BALLET
THEATER

L’viv, Ukraine

November 18, 1997

UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT \

Vasyl Kuybida, mayor of L’viv:

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Guests: [ hope that you already know that our city is honored to have very
honorable guests here. This visit is increasing our rating in both Ukraine and the world. To introduce our
guests, the floor is given to the Chief of Staff to the First Lady, Ms. Melanne.

Melanne Verveer, Chief of Staff to Hillary Rodham Clinton:

Dear guests: My name is Melanne Starinshak Verveer, and I am chief of staff to Hillary Rodham Clinton. It is
a great thrill for me to be here, in the land where my grandparents were born, in this western region of Ukraine.
My grandparents were people who brought their values and traditions to America. They possessed a deep belief
in God, love of family, care for their community, and hard work. These values were instilled in me as I was
growing up. As a student in the Ukrainian-American school I attended, we sang the Ukrainian national anthem,
“Ukraine has not yet died.” Like so many other Ukrainian-Americans, we prayed that Ukraine would one day
be free. Today, this democratic country is marking its sixth year of independent Ukraine, and we Americans
will always stand with you. Two years ago, | was privileged to accompany the President and the First Lady on
their trip to Kyiv, the first time an American President visited a free Ukraine. Today, I have the honor of being
with the First Lady, here in L’viv. Mrs. Clinton has committed herself to improving the lives of children,
women and their families in my country and around the world. She has given voice to women’s aspirations and
the important role they play in building democracy. She has worked hard to promote civil society, especially
through the participation of non-governmental organizations. And she is a great friend of Ukraine. As a child, I
was often assigned the role in school of welcoming important visitors in the Ukrainian language. Today, I have
the honor of a lifetime to introduce the First Lady of the United States to the people of L’viv, Hillary Rodham

Clinton.

Hillary Rodham Clinton:

Thank you very much. Mrs. Kuchma, Governor, Ambassador Miller, Ministers, Mayor, Distinguished
Members of the Community, Representatives of the Governments of both my country and of Ukraine. Itisa
great honor and pleasure for me to be here today. :

I want particularly to thank Mrs. Kuchma for being with me yesterday and today, and for the warm hospitality
she has extended to me now on two occasions in Ukraine; during the visit with my husband, and during this
visit. [ would also like to thank my chief of staff, Melanne Starinshak Verveer - for her introduction of me
today. But more than that I want to thank her for her wisdom, compassion, and good humor - all these |
attribute in large measure to her Ukrainian heritage. Melanne and her husband attended Georgetown University
with my husband and have been dear friends of ours ever since. Like the over one million
Ukrainian-Americans, she has made immeasurable contribution to the life of my country, and | want to thank
her here on behalf of all of us who value her many, many contributions.

The writer, [van Franko, after whom this beautiful opera house is named, wrote that, “There will come a time
when you will sit in the circle of free nations.” That time for Ukraine is now -- and | am honored to be sharing
that time with you.
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[ don’t believe there is a more beautiful opera house anywhere in the world. | must confess that being here on
the stage, looking at the galleries and glorious decorations, I am tempted to join the many famous performers
who have appeared here to sing. But in the interest of preserving the strong and warm ties between our
countries, | will not do so.

But I would like to talk with you about voices - the voices of women, the voices of young people, the voices of
all those throughout Ukraine and the newly independent states who are speaking a new language of freedom and
democracy - and then turning their words and ideas into concrete actions.

I can think of no better place to do this than in Ukraine. It was here in L’viv in 1879 that the Union of
Ukrainian Women was established.

This organization - one of the largest women’s organizations in Europe between the two world wars - went into
villages to teach women and their families how to start small businesses...how to start child care centers...how to
pool their resources to purchase first aid materials that would save lives in rural areas.

Like so much that is good, the Union was crushed by communism. And like so much that is good, it was reborn
in 1990 - along with your sovereignty. With each year of freedom, the Union has grown stronger. And this fall,
thousands of people gathered where the remains of the Union’s last pre-communist president — Milena
Rudnytska - were brought back here to L’viv for eternal rest.

Today, | return home to the United States after a weeklong journey to Central Asia, Russia, and now here in
Ukraine.

When | first came to Ukraine, it was with my husband in 1995, and the sun of freedom was rising in the sky. In
the time I have been here, I have seen how much farther the sun has traveled.

In only six years, you have done much to sweep away the oppressive structures of communism. You developea
a constitution and held free and fair elections - which resulted in the peaceful transfer of power, the first ever in

the NIS.

Now the challenge is to build upon this architecture of freedom, with a structure supported by the rule of law, an
independent judiciary, and an expanded free press that is able to tell the truth in print and over the airwaves.

In only six years, you have done much to tear down a rigid state-controlled economy that stifled human
ingenuity and enterprise. You have reduced inflation and privatized small businesses.

Now the challenge is to create a vibrant marketplace based fundamentally on private property; a marketplace
where business can be conducted in an atmosphere of openness and fairness; where private activity can thrive
without government interference; and where hard-working people can lift themselves up without the fear of

crime and corruption.

But neither the rule of law nor the free market alone can be sustained in isolation. If we do not have true
democracy in my country or yours, we cannot, or should not, rest. If we do not have a free market, we cannot,
and should not, rest. But if we also do not have the space between what the market should do and what the
government should do - what we call the civil society - we also cannot, and should not, rest. Each, the free
market, democracy and the civil society are indispensable to the blessings of liberty and prosperity.

In this space between the free market economy, on the one hand, and a democratic government on the other.
hand, in this space we call civil society resides family and community life, religious traditions, and participation
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in voluntary associations. For democracy ultimately depends on individual citizens truly believing they have a
role to play in the life of their country. It depends on people choosing - not being compelled to, but choosing, to
participate in society. And it depends on seeing to it that what Alexis de Tocqueville called “the habits of the
heart” are passed on from one generation to the next.

If you think about a modern, independent, well-functioning society as being like a three-legged stool, you and
this audience have been working to strengthen each of the three legs. You have worked in government, to make
the government democratic and transparent. You have worked to build a free market economy that gives more
opportunity to individuals. And you have worked to create the third leg of this stool, what we call civil society.

You have chosen to help build civil society, by fighting for women’s health, by running for political office, by
cleaning up the environment, by starting child care centers and beginning summer camps for the children of
Chernobyl, and in many other ways.

Whether you are gathering in civic associations, voluntary efforts to help others, places of worship, or even in
your neighbor’s home, you are strengthening civil societv and making it clear that the most important person in
any democracy is, not my husbana ur Mrs. Kuchma’s husband, but the citizen. And governments cannot be
serious about democracy unless they recognize and work with non-governmental organizations.

Yesterday, | saw citizens of this city building a civil society. I stood with thousands of people at the new
Memorial Honoring Victims of Communist Repression. This memorial was erected not by the government. It
was a gift of the victims of communism, their families, and private organizations. They didn’t have to do this -

but they did.

I visited a health clinic filled with children balanced between life and death. Infants born prematurely, some
critically .ill. But for their cries, these children have no voice. They cannot compel someone to come to their
aid. And yet doctors, and nurses, parents, and communities - from both Ukraine and the United States -chose to
do so. ’
As one mother told me, doctors and nurses she didn’t even know saved her child’s life. They didn’t have to do

this — but they did.

I stood inside the beautifully restored Gilad Synagogue, where citizens can once again worship freely. There.
the rabbi told me what it meant to open a Jewish school after so many years of unspeakable hardship. That ..
had given him faith that the community would survive. The community didn’t have to do this for its children —

but it did.

I stood inside the magnificent, renovated St. George’s Cathedral. For too many years, the faith of the people
whom | met had been driven underground. The congregation prayed in hidden places; the beautiful symbols of
their faith were hidden away in cellars and attics. Today, the members of St. George’s practice their religion in
the clear light of day. And they are using their faith not only to worship as they please, but also to reach out to
others whom society pushed away — such as children with disabilities. The people of St. George’s didn’t have
to do this — but they did.

What an irony that on the property of St. George’s Cathedral, the Soviets installed radio jamming antennas. Yet
as powerful as they were, they could not silence the voices of faith and freedom.

It is especially important that the voices of women be heard, for the legacy of communism placed special strains
on women.

Page 3
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Especially in the old state structures, too many women are the first to lose their jobs and the last to get new
ones. Too many women often live in fear of violence at the hands of family members. For them, home
provides no refuge, the law no protection, and public opinion no sympathy. Too many women are prevented
from getting proper health care — either because quality care is not available, or because they are simply unable
to find the time, between family and work obligations, to care for themselves. And through all of this, not
enough women are sitting at the table when decisions are made in too many countries.

And it is clear that democracy without the full participation of women is a contradiction in terms. And that
human rights are women’s rights and they must be respected.

It is, for example, a violation of human rights when women are trafficked, bought, and sold as prostitutes. As
my husband has said, this is nothing less than modern-day slavery. And I know that many of you here today are
working hard to end this practice once and for all. '

Today, I am pleased to announce that the United States government, in cooperation with the United Nations,
will be working with NGOs in Ukraine to launch a new information campaign to reach women who may be in
danger, and to inform law enforcement and consular officers, and international organizations so they can be on
the look out for, and ultimately put a stop to this crime against humanity.

I will return home with many impressions and wonderful memories. I will also return home to speak to my own
people, the citizens of the United States. I will tell my fellow citizens what I have seen and why the United
States must stay constantly engaged to support forward-looking reform and leaders who are working on reform.
In recent days, I have seen firsthand what America, working hand in hand with the people of Ukraine, has
accomplished — fostering innovative health clinics, providing loans to start small businesses, sending Peace
Corps volunteers to work with the people here.

I will want all of the American citizens to know what I now know, and I wish that I had brought all of them with
me, to see what I have seen. Because the work that has been done, between our governments and organizations,
such as USAID and through the private sector, business to business, and through the voluntary,
non-governmental sector, has made it very clear that we are strengthening our bonds and building stronger
societies together.

Later this week, Vice President Gore and President Kuchma will join together to reach out to members of the
international community to secure more support for safely encasing the Chernoby! Reactor #4. What could be
more important than the United States and Ukraine working together to contain one of the greatest
environmental threats facing Europe and the world today?

Just as I hope to be able to explain to Americans what I have seen, I hope also that the people of Ukraine see
what I, and my party, have seen here. In the last days, I saw citizens and spoke with leaders determined to make
further progress. In six short years, you have done so much to erase seven long decades of communist waste
and misrule. There is no doubt that your path has not been an easy one and that challenges remain — especially
as you expand private activity so that Ukraine can become competitive in today’s fast-paced global economy.

As Americans have learned through the years, democracy is a never-ending struggle. We became a “newly
independent state” in 1776. And for the past 221 years, our democracy has been a work in progress. It took us
more than 10 years to draft a constitution; 89 years to rid our nation of slavery; 144 years to give women the
vote; and 188 years to make all our citizens equal under the law.

A critical difference, of course, is that the modern world is much less forgiving. With global communications
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and with a global economy, everything moves at a much faster pace; and countries and societies must reform
more quickly in order to take their rightful place in such a new world.

Just six years after your independence, you have much to be proud of. The sun of freedom is higher in the sky.
And yes, it has a ways to travel. [ know you will stay the course. And as you do, please know the American
people will stand with you. I hope that you take great pride in where Ukraine stands today and that you take
great confidence in the fact that the United States will be your partner, and your friend, as we travel together
into the twentieth-first century and the new millennium.

Thank you very much. God bless the United States and God Bless Ukraine.

Mayor Kuybida:
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: I have the honor to give the floor to the wife of the President of Ukraine.

Mrs. Lyudmyla Kuchma:

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: First of all, I’d like to express my gratitude to the U.S. President’s wife for finding
the possibility to visit Ukraine. Moreover, it is not just an acquaintance visit, but a very important step toward
establishing cooperation between our two countries in the humanitarian sphere. | am very thankful to you, Mrs.
Clinton, for our warm meetings, for your words of understanding of our problems and readiness to assist us in

solving them.

I support your opinion about the role of democratic principles in the life of society. The success the United
States of America has in reinforcing values common to all humanity is well-known and acknowledged
throughout the world. This success belongs to the most important historic gains of humanity. This experience
is of great importance to Ukraine, which has started the process of basic democratic reforms.

The defense and protection of human rights is one of the main principles in modern Ukrainian society.

The Ukrainian people have been destined to have a difficult history. For a considerable period of time, the
Ukrainians have been denied the right of national statehood. They were persecuted in practically all spheres of
their lives. Life in Ukraine is not easy nowadays. We are going through the difficult, often painful, process of
essential economic reforms. The psychological stereotypes, the outlooks of people that have been forming for
decades, are undergoing radical changes.

The Chernobyl catastrophe has also had a large impact on peoples’ lives. This catastrophe occurred in Ukraine,
but it is of a virtually global nature. It is difficult, or to be more precise, impossible for us to cope with the
calamity all by ourselves. That is why it is hard for one to overestimate the value of hope which the United
States provides us in dealing with the Chernobyl consequences.

We greatly appreciate the personal contribution of the President’s family to this noble matter. We are also
appreciative of the important charitable activities taking place in our country during this period of transition.

It stands to reason that Ukraine is doing its best to be a thoughtful, caring mother for its children-- to take care
of, and provide social assistance and security to, the most vulnerable strata of the population.

But the possibilities of our state are limited. We are open to any action initiated by humanism and mercy, to
any manifestation of goodwill, to settle some of our most acute social problems. Many of these problems
concern the generation growing up in Ukraine now: their present and future. These concerns are reflected in the
national program, The Children of Ukraine. The main objective of this program is to guarantee every child the
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right to be born healthy, to be able to thrive, to have opportunities for development, and to be psychologically
protected.

Our aim is to not only provide our children with meals, but also to develop their talents, abilities and skills.
You, dear Hillary, have already had a chance to see how gifted our children are. If you find it possible to
support our young talents, we would appreciate it very much. This is important for our country and the whole

world.

You're probably familiar with the fact that Ukrainian women take an active part in public life. It is important
because women constitute 50% of the entire population in Ukraine. The numerous women’s organizations have
the common objective to ensure our children a decent future, to make our state wealthy, and our children happy.

To conclude, I'd like to express once again my words of sincere gratitude to the U.S. President’s wife, Mrs.
Hillary Rodham Clinton. The meaningful and effective visit of a charming, benevolent and energetic U.S. First
Lady to our country is a considerable contribution to the development of our collaboration, the deep and mutual

understanding between our two countries and peoples.
Thank you for your attention.

Mayor Kuybida:

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: We’ve just had the privilege to listen to the brilliant speeches of the U.S.
President’s wife, Mrs. Hillary Clinton, and to the Ukrainian President’s wife, Mrs. Lyudmyla Kuchma. They
are both doing an extraordinary and noble thing. Because of their charitable activities, they inspire hope and
goodness into the hearts of people. I think that on behalf of all of us, we can wish them joy and happiness. We

also wish them health, and a long and successful life.
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