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November 24, 1997 

Mr. Brent Neiser 
Director 
Public Education Center 
National Endowment for Financial Education 
4695 South Monaco Street 
Denver, CO 80237-1810 

Dear Mr. Neiser: 

Thank you very much for letter and for How to Make 
Adoption an Affordable Option, which I have shared with 
others here on the White House staff 

Thanks and best wishes in your important work. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



NATIONAL ENDOWMENT I'OK 
FINANCIAL EDUCATION 

4695 South Monaco Street Brent A. Neiser, CFP, CAE 
Denver, CO 80237-.3403 Director 
Fax: 30.3-220-1810 Public Education Center 
ban@nefe.org ,303-220-4854 



NATIONAL ENIJOWMKN I TOK 

FINANCIAL EDUCATION 

November 17, 1997 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Assistant to the President 
Chief of Staff to First Lady 
Old Executive Ofllce Building 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Ms. Verveer, 

1 am plea.sed to present to you a new public education book titled How lo Make Adoplion an 
Affordable Option. This book was developed by our organization, the National Endowment Ibr 
Financial Education (NEFE), with a coalition of national adoplion organizations that we 
assembled, and will go a long way to bolster the President's Adoplion 2002 iniliative. i f the 
Wiiile l louse is promoting issues related lo adoplion, we certainly would like to be included. 
Through this book NEFE is adding a new clement to the public's knowledge of adoption and will 
counter many ofthe myths and linancial roadblocks to adoption. 

As the father of three special-needs-children (see enclo.sed article), I was able to spearhead this 
project—nol only out of my personal experience, but also out of my professional experience as 
Director of Collaborative Programs with the Nalional Endowment. 

Through an agi cemeiit with the U.S. Ofllce of Consumer Affairs, we are making available 
50,000 copies of this book to the general public, at no cost, through the Consumer Information 
Cenler in Pueblo, Colorado. In addition, the book has been formatted on the Internet and is 
avaihible ihrough www.nefc.org. 

The major national adoplion organizations li.stcd on the inside back cover who have helped 
review the content ofthe book will also distribute the book. Of particular importance is the new 
adoplion tax credil that is highlighted in the material. 

The Denver-based National Endowment for Financial Education (NEFE), is an independent 
nonprofit organization committed to educating Americans about personal finance and 
empowering ihem lo make positive and sound decisions to reach financial goals. It does nol 
receive governmenl funding. 
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Melanne Verveer 
November 17, 1997 
Page Two 

Our organization has worked with a variety of national organizations such as the American Red 
Cross, Boy Scouts of America, and Girl Scouts ofthe U.S.A. to creale specialized personal 
finance public education materials. 

1 can be reached at (303) 220-4854, Fax (303) 220-0838, or ban@nefe.org. Thank you for your 
continued efforts on behalf of adoption. 

Sincerely, 

Brent A. Neiser, CFP 
Director of Collaborative Programs 

BAN/gs 

Enclosures 



NATIONAL ENDOWMKNT IOR 
FINANCIAL EDUCATION 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DATE: November 10, 1997 

CONTACTS: Brent A. Neiser at (303) 220-4854 or 
Anji Siegel at (303) 220-4876 

FREE BOOK HELPS TAKE THE FINANCIAL CONFUSION OUT OF 
ADOPTION 

National Adoption Month is November 

Denver—A nev̂  book that will shed light on the financial aspects of the adoption 

process while dispelling common myths is being offered FREE to families who are 

seriously thinking about adopting a child. ITow to Make Adoption an Affordable Option, 

a 76-page book, is being introduced by the National Endowment for Financial 

Education*, or NEFE*, to help educate families on what to expect financially fi'om the 

adoption process. 

The book compiles into one user-fiiendly guide information the reader can refer 

to about expenses common to most waiting child, independent, and intemational 

adoptions. Readers will discover that not all adoptions are expensive and that families do 

not have to be rich or own their own homes to be accepted as a parent. It also discusses a 

new adoption tax credit available for adoptive families. 

-more-
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Free Adoption Book 
Page 2-2-2 

The book is unique in that it combines adoption information with a financial 

perspective geared toward expanding a family. "When prospective parents understand 

the financial issues and the new adoption tax credit, they often find there aren't as many 

roadblocks to adoption as they once imagined," says Brent Neiser, CFP, director of 

Collaborative Programs at NEFE. 

Since preparing for adoption tends to be emotional, Neiser cautions prospective 

parents not to let their feelings blind them to the real costs. Neiser says, "Families who 

may be caught up in the emotions of adopting might have overlooked some of the less 

obvious financial aspects of adoption." 

Neiser, who is the father of three adopted children and is familiar with the 

rewards and challenges of adoption, says, "This book shows the reader that with careful 

financial planning, adoption can be an affordable option for most families who are 

willing to provide a nurturing environment for a child. It is important to educate yourself 

to help ensure you are financially ready to adopt." 

-more-



Free Adoption Book 
Page 3-3-3 

To receive a fi^ee copy of How to Make Adoption an Affordable Option, write to: 

Consumer Information Center 
Item #602-E 
Pueblo, CO 81009 

The book can also be viewed on the NEFE website at www.nefe.org. 

NEFE is a Denver-based independent nonprofit organization committed to 

educating Americans about personal finance and empowering them to make positive and 

sound decisions to reach financial goals. 

# # # 

©November 1997, National Endowment for Financial Education (NEFE), all lights reserved. NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT FOR FINANCIAL EDUCATION, NEFE, and the NEFE logo are service marks registered 
in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. CFP and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER are federally 
registered service marks of the Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc. 
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The book is unique in that it combines adoption information with a financial 

perspective geared toward expanding a family. "When prospective parents understand 

the financial issues and the new adoption tax credit, they often find there aren't as many 

roadblocks to adoption as they once imagined," says Brent Neiser, CFP, director of 

Collaborative Programs at NEFE. 

Since preparing for adoption tends to be emotional, Neiser cautions prospective 

parents not to let their feelings blind them to the real costs. Neiser says, "Families who 
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To receive a fi-ee copy of How to Make Adoption an Affordable Option, write to: 

Consumer Information Center 
Item #602-E 
Pueblo, CO 81009 

The book can also be viewed on the NEFE website at www.nefe.org. 

NEFE is a Denver-based independent nonprofit organization committed to 

educating Americans about personal finance and empowering them to make positive and 

sound decisions to reach financial goals. 
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registered service marks of the Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards, Inc. 



. 6 B 1 Ht DENA'ER POST 

Agency puts neglected kids 
*nto new path of care, love 
By Alison Bay 
Special to The Denver Post 

From the moment he joined his 
! new family, the 6-year-old boy 
. showered his adoptive mom, dad 
and older sister with gifts of pen­
cils, rocks and Kleenex. 

; , They were Steve Neiser's tokens 
..of appreciation for having a 

.., warm, safe home, for a family 
that takes good care of him, and 

; hope for the future — for the first 
. .time in his life. 

, Brent and Marion Neiser of 
•̂Greenwood Village adopted Steve, 
and his two new sisters, Christy, 

.19, and April, 10, each of whom 
had been taken from separate ne­
glectful or abusive homes. The 
couple took the kids in as their 
own, providing them basic support 
and love — things many people 

. take for granted. 
. "Up until now, most of their 
.lives were not about childhood, but 
existence," Marion said. "Food, 

.shelter and clothing totally con­
sumed their waking time." 

With the essentials taken care 
of, the children now have higher 
self-esteem and visions for the fu­
ture. "There's one thing these kids 
(didn't) do," Marion said. "That's 

• dream about the future." 
When April came to Marion one 

..night, saying what she'd like to be 
when she grew up, her mom was 

..ecstatic. April wanted to be an elf. 
"That was her first thought 

about the future," Marion said. 
'.'The fact she dared to express a 
•hope for the future . . . I was elat-

• •ed. An elf sounded just fine to me." 
•• Brent and Marion, who have 
'lived in Colorado for 10 years, 
adopted Steve and then April from 
the Rocky Mountain Adoption Ex-

change, 
an orga­
nization 
benefit­
ing from 
the 1994 
Denver 
P o s t 
Season 
to Share 
C a m -
matches 
children 

paign. The exchange 
adoptive parents with 
who have been severely abused or 
neglected. Rocky Mountain places 
about 150 children into new homes 
every year. 

The Neisers adopted Steve when 
he was 6 and April when she was 
10. Christy was adopted at the age 
of 8 in Kentucky, before the couple 
made Colorado their home. 

"It just seemed like the right 
thing to do for us," said Marion, 
executive director of marketing at 
the Happy Church and Marilyn 
Hickey Ministries. Brent, a self-
employed public affairs consul­
tant, said: "We started talking 
about the idea shortly after we 
met. It just felt good inside." 

Gathered in their Greenwood 
Village home, the kids play Uno as 
their parents talk about their 
growth and the changes that came 
after they were adopted. Brent 
said their personalities surfaced, 
self-esteem grew and each became 
more comfortable with his or her 
identity. 

"They're winners," Marion said. 
"They're still here. There are peo­
ple who have died on the vine in 
situations like theirs all the time. 

"We develop a structure to give 
them a sense of security," Marion 
explained. "There's a comfort in 

that for a child who has been in 
chaos most of their life." 

This Thanksgiving, the children 
didn't lack for things to be thank­
ful for — a warm home, food, toys 
and an education. 

"I'm thankful for the opportuni­
ty to further my education and be 
the person I want to be," said 
Christy, currently in her first year 
at the Colorado Christian Universi­
ty in Lakewood. "I've had a lot of 
opportunities that even a lot of 
normal American kids don't get to 
have." 

Marion said the difficult back­
grounds of her children have made 
them more compassionate about 
the plight of others. 

"We always need to be looking 
how we can help the next person, 
and they always have that at the 
forefront of their hearts," Marion 
said. Steve nags his dad about 
making sure the check to the Red 
Cross has been mailed, and news 
reports about abused or injured 
children bring tears to all of the 
kids' eyes. In addition, Christy has 
decided to help others as a clinical 
psychologist. 

" I decided I wanted to help peo­
ple who are overlooked, just as all 
of us have been overlooked at 
some time," she said. 

If you'd like to contribute to Sea­
son to Share, please use the coupon 
on this page. 

The names of contributors will 
be published twice weekly during 

The Denver Post / Gaylon Wampler 

H O M E A T L A S T : The Neiser family, seated from left: Christy, 
19, and Steve, 13, and Dad, Brent. Standing are mother, Marion, and 
April, 10. , 

the holiday season, and early next 
year we'll report to you about how 
much money was raised and which 
agencies will benefit. 

All contributions up to $500,000 

will be matched by the Robert R. 
McCormick Tribune Foundation, 
and all money raised will go to re­
cipient charities without adminis­
trative cost. 
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Brent A. Neiser, CFP, CAE 10/97 
National Endowment for Financial Education (303) 220-4854 
4695 South Monaco Street Fax (303) 220-0838 
Denver, CO 80237-3403 ban@nefe.org 

Brent Neiser is director of collaborative programs for the Denver-based National Endowment for 
Financial Education (NEFE), an independent nonprofit organization committed to educating 
Americans about personal finance and empowering them to make positive and sound decisions to 
reach financial goals. His work with NEFE focuses on developing financial literacy initiatives 
through unique collaborations with organizations nationwide. 

The collaborative projects Neiser initiated are: American Red Cross/FEMA (Preparing for and 
Recovering from Disasters Financially) (English and Spanish Booklets)—winner of a 1996 
Associations Advance America Award of Excellence, Boy Scouts of America (authored Ihe 
Merit Badge Pamphlet in Personal Management), Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. (Money Smarts), 
National Urban League (.Job Readiness Booklets), National Council of La Raza (Making Your 
Paychecks Work for You), Big Brothers Big Sisters of America {A Little Money Fun: Financial 
Literacy Activities), National Adoption Project (/7ovi' to Make Adoplion an Affordable Option), 
Habitat for Humanity International {Homeowners Llandhook), and American Cancer Society 
{Money Mailers Seminars). He formerly oversaw NEFE's partnership with Cooperative State 
Research, Education, and Extension Service (High School Financial Planning Program that 
has trained over 800,000 students.) 

Neiser headed a national public affairs consulting firm that serviced several clients in public 
policy, business strategics, and government relations and brought the current structure of 
financial literacy collaboration to the National Endowment. While serving as executive director 
of the Institute of Certified Financial Planners, a national professional association, membership 
grew, including international expansion in Japan. He regularly prepared Congressional 
testimony and lobbied federal and state executive and legislative branches. In Washington, he 
helped develop and design the nation's first i'ersonal Economic Summit, a conference addressing 
financial illiteracy, business, and public policy. 

Nci.ser was a national CORO Foundation Public Affairs Fellow, which included work with The 
Walt Disney Company. He holds an MBA (University of Louisville), MA (Occidental College), 
BA (George Washington University). He is a Certified Financial Planner (CFP) Licensee and 
holds the Certified Association Executive (CAE) and Chartered Mutual Fund Counselor (CMFC) 
designations. He serves on the Boards of Directors of various corporations and community 
organizations. 

Neiser's media appearances include: 'I'oday on NBC, I'he News Hour with Jim Lehrer and 
Niuhtlv Business Report, both on PBS, MSNBC, CNBC, and The Wall Street Journal, as well as 
numerous other television, radio, newspapers, and magazines. Brent also writes articles and 
Op ed columns and speaks belbre business, association, and advocacy groups nationwide. 
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December 1, 1997 

The White House 
Office of the First Latjy 
Room 100 
Old Executive Office Builtding 
Washington D. C. 20502 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

I was recently a guest of yours at the White House for an afternoon tea celebrating the 

installation of the Native American sculpture exhibition. The exhibition of Native art not 

only looke(j beautiful in the garden, but also resonated with the pride and 

unquestionable talent of our people. Allowing our work to be showcased in such a 

prominent venue, messages to Native people across the country our continued 

contributions to the world. When I returned to my Pueblo from Washington, several 

children from our reservations in New Mexico acknowledged their pride that Native Art 

was at the White House. When I heard the enthusiasm and pride from these young 

Native people, many of whom are artists themselves, I was struck by the positive, far 

reaching implications of this exhibition. 

Mrs. Clinton, I write to thank you for bringing our people's art to a larger audience as 

well as to our children across Indian country. I write also to bring the Native American 

Preparatory School in Northern New Mexico to your attention. The preparatory school 

was established by Richard Ettinger who realized the need for stronger academic 

preparation for Native students entering college. Mr. Ettinger, a Dartmouth graduate, 

established a special scholarship fund for Natives at Dartmouth, however when it 

became obvious that most Native students we're incapable of making the social and 

acaaemic transition to a college the standard of Dartmouth, Mr. Ettinger re-thought his 

approach. You are probably aware that 90% of all Native students who enter colleges 

and universities drop out, this is not acceptable, especially when the talent and 

motivation is very apparent among our children on and off the reservations. 

Mr. Ettinger established the Native American Preparatory School as a full term 

educational institution three years ago with the hopes of preparing bright Native 

students for the world in which they will most certainly be apart of. 

I've enclosed materials from our school with the hopes you will become familiar with 

this outstanding, innovative institution that will most certainly set a standard for Native 

Education in the future. At the present NAPS has 70 or so Native students 

(jiOC^' 



representing tribes from across Indian country, grades 9-12 with a staff of 22, half of 

which are Native. The school incorporates Native cultures into the curriculum, with 

tribal leaders and elders teaching students traditional Native ways through stories, 

lectures and workshops. In addition our students are receiving an exciting and 

challenging academic experience that will prepare them for university life. 

In 1999 our first graduating class from the Native American Preparatory School will 

shine as a strong representation of Native potential, thanks to an impressive 

community of Native and non-Native leaders, parents and teachers who believe in the 

strength of our children. As a parent and active member in my Pueblo, I see a great 

need for strong, aware, educated tribal members, especially if we're to thrive as Native 

people into the next millennium and with an institution like NAPS there is hope. The 

community of NAPS brings together the dreams of many people. Native and non-

Native, to create a safe and enriching environment for Indian kids who would 

otherwise be forgotten. 

Mrs. Clinton, we understand you are a very busy woman, however the Native 

American Preparatory School would very much like to invite you to give our first 

commencement speech to our graduating class of 1999. Please consider this 

invitation as an opportunity to reach an important audience of tribal people from across 

the country, in addition and maybe most importantly, you will be addressing and 

encouraging through your words, a new generation of tribal leaders and members. If 

by any chance you do accept our invitation to speak at our commencement, you will be 

doing for these young Native students what you did for the twelve Native artists you 

brought to the White House. Mrs. Clinton, if you have any questions concerning our 

invitation, please feel free to contact me or our Development Director, 

Marcia Drennon 

355 E. Palace 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Phone 505-982-3365. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and other matters concerning Native people 

Sincjerely Yours, 

Nprv̂  Naranjc|-Mb[rse, 
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THE NAPS JOURNAL 
Published quarterly hy the Native American Preparatory School 

PALL 1997 

Rosalie M. Joees: NAPS Artist-in-Residence 
Dance is an inipuiianl loini ol ailislic 

cxpivs.sion loi- NAP.S sophomore R;iehael Cassidy. 
.She was a riienibi;i- of ihc school's dance cluh hisl 
year where she choreographed ami perronned a lew 
orighial pieces. When she gradnales Irom NARS 
and goes lo college, she plans lo major in dance and 
drama. . 

Rachael was overjoyed Ihis pasi .Seplember 
when she was inlrodnced lo Rosalie Jones, ihc lirsl 
arlisl-in-residencc al NAPS and an accomplished 
dancer, choreographer and sloryleller. Throngh 
weekly classes logelher, lones inlrodnced Rachael 
10 lhe world ol slrelches, dance warm-nps and ihe-
aler e.vercises. 

" l l was gieal lo have lhe opporlunily lo 
work wilh Ms. Jones," Rachael said. "We choreo­
graphed a solo logelher, which I pcrlormeil al 
Parenls' Weekend on Oclober IK in a prodnclion 
called Native Kcflcciioiis. I wish Ms. Jones could 
have been al NAP.S lasl ye.ir. This h;is been a won-
derkil experience and I've learned a loi." 

NAP.S junior Zach.iry Naranjo-Morse had 
no idea whal lo expecl when he walked inlo Jones' 
class al Ihe beginning ol lhe seniesicr. He was 
ileligtued lo be expo.sed lo voice exercises, slory­
lelling anil mime. 

"The sliow we pnl on lor our parenls was 
Inn 10 do even ihongh il was a serious draina," he 
said, " l l was a real learning experience lor everyone 
because il was lhe I'irsl lime many ol us had per­
lormed in front of an audience. 1 hope we gel a 
chance lo have more arlisls-in-residence al NAPS. 
U's icrrific" 

Rosalie Jones is lhe founder of Daysuir, lhe 
oldesl professional Nalive American conlemporary 
dance company in lhe Uiated Slales. The company, 
which specializes in dance-dramas ba.setl on lhe oral 
liadilion, was founded in Wisconsin and relocaled 
lo Sanla Fe wlien Jones moved lo New Mexico in 
19X9. 

"I'm from Monuina and wa.s born on lhe 
Blackleel Reservation near Browning," Jones said 
(huing lunch al the NAPS campus. "Mv heritage is 
Ulackleet/Pcmbima Chippewa. I became interested 
in slorylelling from my molhct, who was a great 
sloryleller. Tlearned a lot about my family from sto­
ries lold 10 me during my adult years. When I 
received a N.itional F.ndowmeni for the Arts 
Choreographer's i-ellowslnp in lOO."! I began work­
ing on a piece called 'No llontc liiil llir llcarl.' It's 
the personal history of my mother's Chippcw.i fami­
ly lokl thiough movement and drama." 

Jones received a bachelor's degree in piano 
perforiiiancc from Washington Stale Universily and 
a master of science degree in dance from the 
Universily of Utah. She attended the Juilliard 
School in New York Cily loi one year ol posl-giad-
iiale study in dance. In Ihe I97l)'s she spent two 
years apprenticing wiih lhe Wisconsin Miine 
Company. 

"My Iraming combines many dilleieni 
movcnienl foiins," she said. "It's based in dramatic 
movement and incorporates ballet, ja/.z, lap, llamen-
co, modern, Hawaiian and Japanese slylcs of dance. 
I also dance at pow wows as much as 1 can. This 
leetis me as a dancer and as a Nalive Ainerican." 

In 1990 Jones was hired lo become the 
chairman of lhe performing arts departmenl at the 
Inslilule of American Indian ArlS where she crealed 
lhe school's dance dcpailmeni and became a profes­
sor of tlance. Due to financial cutbacks, her tenure 
.It the school ended in 199.̂ . 

During lhe nexl two years, Jones made 
three separale trips lo Bulgaria. She lectured al the 
American Universily in Blagoevgrad and crealed a 
dance drama lhat was presented at the Varna 
Intemational Theater Festival on the Black Sea. 
NAPS adjunct leacher in theater, Ned Bobkoff. was 
in Bulgaria wilh Jones, rogelher Ihey produced a 
docuinenlaiy lhal chronicled some of her experi­
ences abroad. NAPS sludenls allended lhe film's 
premiere on campus in Oclober. 

"I'm very honored lo be teaching al NAPS 
this semester,' she said. " I am sii glad that Ihe 
school was inleieslcd in bringing me lo campus as 
the lirsl arlisl-in-iesidencc." 

. Jones was expecting a handful of sludenls 
to enroll in her dance and theater classes in 
Seplember and was deliglul'ully surprised lo find 27 
sludenls inleresled in working wiih her. Together 
ihey practiced kineslhelic awareness and sensitivity 
lo the people around them. The students learned 
how lo speak from Iheir diaphragiris, find iheir own 
voice tiualily and interpret the spoken, word. 

In addition to the Oclober performance, 
which incorporated NativeAmerican poetry lo 
express whal Nalive Americans believe in and how 
lliey regard ihemselves in relalion to lhe world 
around them, the class presented an end-of-lhe-
semester production on November 20 lhat was light-
hearted in nature. 

"Movement and dance are involved m 
everything 1 do," Jones said. "1 find Ihis works well 
wilh Nalive sludenls. No one is forced lo speak in 
my produclions if.speaking in from of people is 
uncomfortable. Bul everyone has to move. 



NATIVE AMERICAN PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

Campus 
PO Hox 160. Kowc. NM S7562 
50 5-474 - 6S01 /505-'17--l-68l6 (f.i.x) 

Development Office 
355 F..ist P,ihce Ave . Santa Fe. NM S7501 
505-OS2-3565/ 505-9SS-7555 (ra,x) 
naps@roadiunner.com (e-in,iil) 



Pecos River Learning Centers, Inc. 

The Pecos River Ranch in Santa Fe, New Mexico: 

Inspiration at the end of the rainbow. 

P.O. Box 22279, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502 (505] 989-9101 





Please reserve the date of SaturdcTy, September 27 
from 3 - 7 p.m. to attend: 

"Circle of Voices - A Scholarship Benefit" 

for students of 

The Native American Preparatory School. 

This event, set on the NAPS campus in Rowe, NM, will 
be honoring the cultural and artistic traditions ofthe 

Anishnabe tribes of the upper Midwest and Canada with a 
celebration of food, dances and exhibitions. 

0^. 

A formal invitation with details will follow. 

Native American Preparatory School 
355 E. Palace Avenue 
Santa Fe.NM 87501 

505-982-3365 
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Native American Preparatory School 
Founded 1988 

1970-1988: Richard Ettinger supports college scholarships for Native American students but becomes 
disillusioned by the high drop-out rate. Ettinger concludes that emphasis should be placed 
on junior high and high school students. 

1987: At a Gushing Academy Parent's Weekend, Ettinger along with with Peter 
MacDonald, Chairman of the Navajo Nation and Joseph Curry, Headmaster at Gushing, 
proposes to start a summer school program for NativeAmerican students. 

1988: First program: Fifty Navajo students enroll in a three week summer program at 
Verde Valley School, Sedona Arizona. 

1989-91: Summer programs grow and exhibit greater relevance and importance. Student enrollment in 
the .second summer program at New Mexico State University reaches 150. By 1991, 300 
students representing forty-seven tribes were participating. 

Received national recognition on the ABC television program, "Good Morning America." 

1991-94: University of California at Irvine becomes new NAPS partner and 160 students enroll 
for a six week program. 

In 1992, 24,000 Native Americans were surveyed for their opinions on education. Those who 
responded indicated dissatisfaction with existing educational institutions. The factors cited for 
their discontent were affordability, poor high school preparation and alienation from main 
stream culture. As a result of the survey it became clear that a college prepatory school for 
gifted and talented Native Americans was necessary. In response to the survey, the search for a 
permanent campus was intensified. UGI provided vital curriculum innovations. In an effort to 
build on students strengths, courses on Native American culture and philosphy were added. 

Gore curriculum developed to include six study areas focusing on English, math, science, 
computer skills, ethno-history, and art. 

1994-95: NAPS expands. Summer operations undertaken in New Mexico at the College of Santa Fe 
and in at Bemidji State University in Minnesota 

1995: Efforts to acquire a permanent campus stimulated by the 1992 Native American education 
survey result in purchase and gift of the former Pecos River Learning Center as a residence for 
NAPS. School opens doors of permanent campus at Rowe, New Mexico in August for 
50 ninth graders representing seventeen Native American tribes. 

1996: Fall 1996 enrollment totals 55 representing 23 tribes and 10 states. 

The first NAPS class entered college in 1993. Thomas Hoeksema, professor at New Mexico State, tracked 
the fifty members of the 1988 NAPS class and found that 94 percent of the class completed at least two 
more NAPS summer programs and that nearly 75 percent of the class enrolled in college while another 8 
percent intended to enroll after securing funds. 

"Students that attended the NAPS summer program were without a doubt better prepared academically 
and attitudinally to take on college preparatory work. They were consistently at the head of their class." 

Betty Ojay, Director 
Navajo Preparatory School 
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A Bid to Redefine Indian Education 
In a Resort Setting, Students Thrive on High Expectations 

OyJAMESUROOKE 

SAN. YSIDRO, N.M. - Faciny 
luvai exam picsi.urcs cunimun tu ull 
boiirOiiiy schools, iiudenis here liavc 
fuund Ull uncoxnmun way lo unwind. 
Followint; lhe bouncing por.yiail uf 
Al liUckhorsc. iheir hlsiory teacher, 
Indian sludcnls hop, skip and dip In u 
clockwise whirl u( the Navuju grass 
dance. 

"U's spiritual, social and u stress 
reliever." Mr. Ulackhursc said after 
llie taped chants and drumbeats vi 
(he late alter noon powwow faded 
fruni Ihc hr;iiid new cjiupuii uf the 
Nalive Ainci icaii I'rt-pJi Jlory 
Scliuol 

Tur di.-c:tdcs, llic witril:^ "lnUi:tn 
iHjardiiig siitiMtl" cuuUl cunjutc up 
fctirlul, l>lckcnsi;iii iiiiiiKi's: culd 
k̂huwLTS Itari'iU'k:* wiicrc whiK* 

K-IICIK'I'I; cut Indian buys' briiids. 
burned ilieir iradii iuiul cluthiiig. 
handed uut English names iind for­
bade Ihcm {ruin spciiking llic Ian-
i;ii;t^e itf llicii paieiits. 

Kicluird I ' l att, (uiiiider uf tin- f i i <.i 
Kederal Indian buardiiig schuul, set 
the tone in 1S92 when he lectured a 
congress of educators: " K i l l lhe In­
dian In him and save lhe man." 

One cenlury later, on a l.&OD'acre 
campus doited wlih plAon pines and 
cut by the Pecos River, i group of 
while and Indian educaiors are 
siarllng whal ihey hope wil l become 
a model for a different kind of Indian 
boarding school education for Amer­
ica's ncjtt century. 

"We are saying, yes, we arc native 
people, but we are also connected lo 
the rest of the world." said John 
Anthony Reyna, a Taos Pueblo who 
leaches art here. Operating from 
modern adobe buildings originally 
built for a resort, (he new school Is 
believed lo be the only privately f i ­
nanced boarding school for Indian 
students In the United Stales. 

After leven years as a summer 
school, the Preparatory School 
moved In August Into Its new, (6 
million campus here in higfi moun-
tains 40 mites east of SanlA Fe. In 
this setting, the school offers • rigor­
ous, traditional curriculum coupled 
with studies of Indian literature, art 
and history^ as well as weekly visits 
by Indian leaders, artists and profes-
slonals. 

TTie idea Is to offer bright Indian 
high school sludents (he kind of elite 
education'(hat privileged while chil­
dren have long enjoyed at New Eng* 
land boarding schools, Dut Instead of 

COLORADO . 

NEW 

MEXICO 
/—HMJ 

•J MEXICO V ^ . TEXAS 

A l i u ; t r i l i n i ; s c h o o l i n Y i i i d i o , 

N . M . , sccUk t u o f fe r 1 iu l i ;n i l i i ) ; l i 

i t c t iuu l s d u t c n l ^ ; i i i vl itL' L-duc; i t iun. 

Reversing the 
Dickcnsian imago 
of Indian boarding 
schools. 

paying an annual tuition valued at 
116,000, Indian families pay only 
(900. 

"We want to f i l l the American 
Indians' educational hole — doctors, 
scientists, educators, business lead­
ers," said Richard Prentice El-
linger, the chairman of the school's 
board. The son of a founder of the 
Prentice Hall publishing house, Mr. 
Elllnger has made the family foun­
dation, (he Educational Foundation 
of America, the school's principal 
financial backer. With on annual 
budget of J1.7 million, the school Is 
almost entirely privately finonced. 

Tlie need for Improved Indian edu­
cation Is dear. Scoring al the bottom 
of America's five major racial 
groups, only half of Indian sludcnls 
graduate f rom high school and only 3 
percent graduate from college. 

Al the same time. Congress shows 
little interest In increasing Federal 
investment In Indian education, in 
ils mosl recent version of the Fed­
eral budget. Congress calls for a 10 
percent cut for the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, an agency lhat nialnialns 
187 schools. 

Closer to home. Congress ihls year • 

cut in hall, lo $5 nillllon, the l)udi;cl 
for .Saniu Fe s inslihiic of Anici ic;in 
Indi^tn Ails , llu- n:Uiiiii'.s unly :iii$ 
culluyc lur liidi;iiis. Willi Ci]iij.'^rL'ai 
debiii iti^', ;iii end lu 1'Ldci iil I in:iiiciiig 
nltotiellicr iK-xi ye;ir. Ihc l i i i l i l u i e ' i 
Prcsidfnl, I ^ f i i y lluibe, icsiuncil un 
Nuv. -^1. 

Here, un rullint; hills ul ihc west­
ern Plains where I'ecos lndi;iiis unce 
hunted buffalu, the Native American 
Preparatory Sthoul may be forying 
a formula fur iiiipruvcd cducatiuiuil 
results. A followup study uf SO slu­
denls fruiii tlie lUtiA ^Liminti' sessiun 
found that five yens htici ilnci.'-
(|uai"ii:i s wuic ciirulk-iJ in t ulloi'.c. 

die iii'limil Iiul Diily cunihiils the 
litw exiK:^-|a(iuMS lti;il I I'jtdil iuit;illy 
haiiilii')i|> li-;ii'lii-r.s ul IIKII-UIS, but il 
iil.Mi CIMDIKIIN (lit- liiw st'lf'(,-slrL'jii 
I hill li'mlili(tii:illy II:IIII1K-;I|I.-. I IU linn 
situlciil.';. Ill Mr. l<t.-yi):i's .ii ' l I I.IIIN, 
sluduiils wurk uti li.iskct.s aiiJ musics 
under a w;illlKi:ird ilial pruitaiins: 
"1 am talciiled, skillful Mini inlclli-
I'.i'iit! I liN)k. ;i(-|, (I lil lit :MIII tti ivs.'i like 
a wmtier!" 

Fur sume Iiuliiui iucii ai;ci s, ac-
cusiumed tu m idem mid mi; ti.-SLTva-
tion schools, the educaiiuii:il atmos­
phere here is luu hui. 

In early September, unly a few 
days afler the Ilrst f i eshnian class uf 
50 Sludcnls arrived, a ininl-riot 
erupted on campus, leaving a trail of 
broken llghls and wounded feelings. 

"Everything arixind here says you 
arc In a resort, Ihen you get nailed 
wilh homework," Norman E. Carey, 
the head of the school, said as he 
strolled the grounds on o recent af­
ternoon. "Some of the sludcnls never 
had homcwurk before. A i;i'cat deal 
of anxiety cunirlbuted lu the flaie-
up." 

The schoul cluscd fur 10 days as a 
result of the disturbance. When It 
reopened, two teachers and eight 
students did not reluni. 

Uut, us Ihu school ncars the end uf 
Its first (erm, many of (he 40 stu­
dents expressed enthusiasm In Inter­
views. 

"Time goes by so fast here — one 
day. you ihink It's Thursday and It's 
already Saturday," said Nlkki Nei, a 
H-year-old who wore a Navajo-stylc 
choker, fashioned from bone, brass 
beads'and artificial sinew. , 

"Back In Santa Fe, I .'cit like I 
wasn't working hard — und I was 
gelling A's and U's," she cuniinued. 
"This Is a big change, f ium easy to 
real hard." 

The Nalive American Preparalory School near San 
Ysidro, N . M . , is believed to be the nalion's only 
privately financed boarding school for Indian stu­

dents in the United Suics . Members of the ichool's 
f l r s l freshman class, working in an an course arc 
E l i i a Naranjo-Morsc and Stewart Man in . 

Tlic daughter of a woodworker 
who dropped out of high school. 
Nlkki said she was "hoping lo go lo 
Stanford or Berkeley." 

Teochcrs here say ihcy work to. 
draw Indian children ou( of their 
irodlilonal classroom rclicence lhat 
stems frum ihc sludrnis cither view­
ing the teacher ns nn elder, worthy of 
rapt Qlicnilnj) or being Intimidated 
by non-lndlans In (he class. 

Fred Lcnn, a U-ycar-old from La-
gunn Pueblo, dl.-icusscd his new os-
scrilvciicss III an Interview a few 
minutes after he addressed the stu­
dent body aboul his fall-term art 
projects. 

"At home, I was mixed with An­
glos and Mexicans — the others 
domlnalcd Ihc class, and 1 felt lefl , 
out," he recounted. "Here, It's Na­
tive Americans. You get attention, 
you get colled on." 

After three monlhs, Fred, lhe son 
of a small rancher, said he was still 
In awe of the school's creature com­
forts. "There's only two lo o room," 
he said, "and you \>,c[ a hl^ old bed all 

to yourself." 
With plans to steadily expand until 

it has a traditional four-year student 
body, the school Is starling a i20 
million capital drive to raise money 
to build additional housing for fac* 
ulty and sludents, a library, a gym­
nasium and a science laboratory. 

Although only a (Iny fraction of 
Indian students will ever have the 
opportunity (o attend a school like 
Ihls, school officials believe they can 
set 0 model for Indian education and 
provide role modcli for tribal popu­
lations. Already, this drop In the 
bucket Is making some local splash­
es. . 

" A l home on (he reservation, 
there Is only TV and drunks," said 
Denlsa Livingston, a 14-year-old 
from Shiprock, Ariz. "When I go 
home now, people look al me as a 
model." 

And for students who wanl lo know 
how the old Indian boarding schools 
were, they need only to ask Mr. 
Dlackhorse, a 33-year-old veteran of 
the war in the Persian Gulf. 

"Everything was very regimented 
— you marched around campus, 
Ihere were bunk beds, open bay 
showers all together," the leacher 
recalled of hjs New Mexico boarding 
school of 25 years ago. "Everything 
stressed the assimilation proceis.-l 
was always getting Intimidated by 
the Anglo teachers. 1 didn'l want to 
ask questions in class." 

Here, school directors encourage 
close family ties. Students can go 
home every other weekend. Tele­
phones In their roomi can receive 
Incoming calls. Parenls can work off 
their tuition bills by spending week­
ends as dorm monitors. 

The other evening, after students 
had drifted out of the cafeteria after 
dinner, Mr. Blackhorse recalled how 
old-style Indian boarding schools 
used to handle the family unlL 

" I remember my..grandparents 
dropping me off ai the school, when J 
was i years old," he recounled. "1 
remember seeing their old car going 
down the road and running for the 
door. The older boyi stopped mc." 
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PURNAL 
S A T U R D A Y 

IH D I T I N : 

"We were lincling our kids ledlly didn't know 
everything they needed to know. We were 
having to teach them the things (he scliools 

should liave been doing." 

— K A T H E L E E N N E Z 

Ni( oU.' N(,'/, ii)',hl, listL'iis (lurinf; l lu; liisl (i.iy ol hci ni.ilh (l.iss 

Boarding schools 
^en 2nd chance 

Tribal 
representatives and 
parenls wi l l ' 'work 
olT" some of the 
$16,000 annual 
tuition at the new 
Native American 
Pre|.)aratory School. 

B Y W R E N P R O P P 
u niRNAi. sTAi-i- wkirr.K' 

N ii.nlc Niv., a l'l-yL-:ii-()l(l 
N;iv;ij(i. is joiniiij^' lhe 
ninks (ll inaiiy of ln:r 
jx.-DpIc ))y ;ill(:ii(linK' n 

Ixiar (liuf.; SCIKHII. 
Nicol*', however, will IK* ^oiii^ to 

a privnto school inilikt' any. 
fimiulri s say. N;itivr Ainoricau slu­
dcnls have rxpcricincd in Ihc 
past 

Sh(̂  is anioiif.; Ihc fi^ iiinlh-
liiadcis in llic Ilrst class al the 
Native American Pfcpaialory 
School, a lU'w school al Ilu^ fornu^r 
IVcos Rivei I/'arniiif^ Cciilcr. iin 
niil(;s soullicasi of Sanla l'"c. 

Nicole's yoiin^icr brother and 
sislcr already arc hack in classes 
al Santa IM; Indian School and Ala-
laya I'lleiiicniary, r(;spcctivcly. 
Wiiile IH'I" sil)liiiKS will conlinue to 
live wilh their iiiolhcr. Kalh(!leen 
Ne/,. anil father, Kandy Salas, in 
Ihc Sanla i''e area. Nicole is i)ouiid 
for a (lorin room wilh no television 
and a roonunale site doesn't know. 

A lew days l>cl(>re slie's sched­

uled lo arrive al Iiie pre|) scliool's 
cainiJus Aiiji. 27. NicoU^ slill hasn't 
|)acke<l. 

She says she's more interested 
in llie conteiil of llie class(rs and 
whether slie'll lie able to partici­
pate in sports al llie i)rep sciiool 
than the living conditions. 

"I'm not really anxious, h's not 
lik<- ;̂oinff off ht collet'' •• Basi­
cally whal I'm most inleiested in 
academically is cliemisli y. I wasn'l 
doiiii,' loo yood al science — math 
and iaiijinaue w(;ie whal I was 
ijood at — so I don't know why I 
like it. lint I'm really looking for a 
challenf^e," Nicole said. 

Il(_'r molher, an artisl. hopes (he 
school will ofler Nicoh? an o|)por 
hmity to prepare for college — 
somediiiiK Native AiiiiMtcan stu­
dents don't i^r\ at other scln)ols. 

"If il child is inteiliKcnl, they 
should he >jiven 4̂ xlra attention. 
We were riiidiiif^ our kids n.-aily 
didn'l know everytiiint^ Ihey need 
ed lo know. We were liaviiiji ht 
teach Ihem tli(,' lliinKs Ihe schools 
siioiild have ii<:en doiiif,'," 
Kalliele(^ii Ne/ said. 

Nicole h(*lieves she was dislracl-
ed from hei sludies al Sanla he 
Indian Siiiool. The classes were 
acadc.Tiiically cliallenj^inj^. hut she 
could tlnd few other students wlio 
wei t: inleresled in homework and 
stiidyiiin. She- said Kfiigs, dni^s 
and violence wer<' pai l of the eiivi 
roniiK.'nl. 

Santa lu- Indian School ofHcials 
didn'l lelurn phone calls l-'riday 
re îai iliii^,' Nicole's comineiits. 

Sue B O A R D I N G • PAC .i : 
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lifouf^ht 
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nl home to 
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new room a I 

the Niitive 

American 

Preparatory 

School. A l lef l : 
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her c.it junior al 

fier ffimily's 

homc^ beff)re 

leavhTg for 
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sciiool. 
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Boarding schools ^en 2nd chance 
From PAGE 1 

Neitlner Nicole's niotlier nor 
fatlier expressed trepidation about 
their daughter attending a boarding 
schooi. 

" I hope she fits in and 1 hope she 
likes the school. She knows what 
she likes. I think she's is a natural 
leader," Salas said. • • • 

Tlic dark green of pinon, the pale 
green of a tennis court and the rich 
green of landscaped grass play well 
against the deep brown stucco and 
adobe at the prep school nestled on 
1,600 acres between the tiny vil­
lages of South San Isidro and North 
San Isidro. 

During the first day of class, stu­
dents spent their 90-minute class 
periods introducing themselves and 
hearing from the five teachers who 
also will serve as academic advis­
ers, dorm parents and extra-c-urric-
ular activity counselors. 

Officials at the school plan to add 
a grade each year until the school 
has ninth- through 12th-graders. 

Classes are offered in language 
arts, algebra, Native American cul­
ture, science and art. Every other 
Saturday, sludents will be in class. 
Field trips to historically significant 
sites, as well as guest lecturers, will 
be part ofthe curriculum. 

"Our school philosophy covers 
four areas: culture, community, 
challenge and creativity," said Head 
of School Norman Carey. 

Fifteen tribes are represented on 
the school's roll, including students 
from tribes in Wisconsin and South 
Dakota. A student from Las Vegas, 
N.M., the only non-Indian among 
the 82 students who applied at the 
school, also was accepted. 

Federal law prohibits the school 
from turning down anyone on the 
basis of race. 

School officials hope some tribes 
with gaming revenues will help pay 
the full tuition for their students. 
None of the school's funds come 
from the federal government. 

Two of the five faculty members 

are Native American. 
Native American Prep school ofO-

cials spent hours talking with par­
ents and tribal officials about the 
school's mission before students 
applied, Carey said. 

Among the school's directors are 
Charles Dorame, former governor 
of the Tesuque Pueblo; author N. 
.Scott Momaday, a Kiowa; and for­
mer Navajo Nation president Peter­
son Zah. 

Tlie school was founded by 
Richard and Sharon Ettinger, long­
time supporters of Indian educa­
tion, with a $.S0 million endowment 
from the National Education Foun­
dation to start up the school. 

While the school's setting appears 
lush, some of the necessities need­
ed for 14-year-olds, like a library 
and gymnasium, aren't yet a part of 
the facilities, said Associate Head of 
.School Tina Deschenie. 

Meanwhile, the students will par­
ticipate in intramural activities such 
as mountain biking, tennis and bas­
ketball — two temporary basketball 
goals have been rolled onto the ten­
nis court — and students will be tak­
en to the library at New Mexico 
Highlands University for their 
research sludies. 

Carey said the school's aim is to 
attract students whose educational 
environment may be their only, and 
worst, obstacle in obtaining a col­
lege degree. 

"This school was established 
largely due to the fact tliat Native 
American students are experiencing 
real problems in schools. In many 
cases, they have been forced to hide 
their intelligence," Carey said. 

At the prep school, students won't 
have anywhere to hide, he said. 

Ettinger, also a member of the 
school's board of directors, said his 
goal for the school this year is to 
have most of the 52 students who 
started classes this week to become 
the lOth-grade class in June 1996. 

" I know this first week has been 
quite a shock to them. Tliey are 
already complaining about not hav­
ing enough free time and how struc­
tured this is. They need to get into 
the habit of self-discipline and they 

lAIME DISf'ENZ/VIOURNAL 

Nito le Nez and fellow students make use of the converted tennis 
courts in the heart of the compound. The school looks forward to 
building n gymnasium. 

have lots of energy, so we are giving 
them lots of class time and lots of 
sports time," Ettinger said late this 
week. • • • 

Nicole, after the first day classes, 
shows a reporter the photo collage 
of imports and media stars she has 
cli|)ped from magazines and taped 
to the corner wall above her bed 
and above her desk in her room. 

Tlie collage, with its mix of movie 
star/media target Hugh Grant, 
model Ru Paul and sports maven 
Michael Jordan, has room to grow 
across the wall and around the cor­
ner, Nicole points out. 

Her first day hasn't been eventful, 
she says, and she's eager to meet 
sonw friends outside rather than 
talk about classes or her feelings. 
Dressed in jeans or shorts and com-
fortiible shirts, Nicole and two oth­
er sludents wander from the swim­
ming pool to the tennis court and 
find the school's single basketball. 

For Associate Head of .School 
Deschenie, the freedom Nicole and 
her friends are experiencing is 
worth savoring: it contrasts with a 
struggle in Native American educa-
tionDeschenie has seen for most of 
her years. 

Deschenie, who as an elemen­

tary-age child lived in a Bureau of 
Indian Affairs boarding school on 
the Navajo Reservation, said stark 
barracks were the day-to-day reality 
of her early education. 

"It was so barren. Many of the 
staff were told to be cold and unfeel­
ing. Some of the older girls terror­
ized the younger ones. I also 
remember that they used to braid 
our hair so tight sometimes our 
faces hurt," Deschenie said. 

Boarding schools are a legacy 
some Native American parents fear 
of passing on to their children, 
Deschenie said. However, parents 
of Native American Prep students 
took a leap of faith because of the 
school's goals, she said. 

Deschenie, who worked for the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs in 
Shiprock, Navajo Academy in Farm-
ington and an educational accredita­
tion organization called the North 
Central Association before moving 
to Native American Prep, said acad­
emic demands will be placed on the 
students, but the school also will 
strive to bring tho students' culture 
to life. 

"For some of these parents, this 
was a chance of a lifetime for their 
children and they really have come 
to trust us," she said. 
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.ndian school offers unique prograi 
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and conspiracy. 
Until this year, the prep school 

functioned only as a summer pro­
gram at Verde Valley School in Se­
dona, Ariz., the first year; New Mexi­
co State University in Las Cruces the 
next three summers; the University 
of California in Irvine for three more 
summer sessions; and the College of 
Santa Fe in 1994. 

The school finally settled in its cur­
rent location, the former Pecos River 
Learning Center, on land occupied in 
the 12th century by a Tancan tribe 
called the Paequiu — "Pecos" in 
Spanish. 

This year the ninth-graders have 
the campus to themselves. Each year, 
another freshman class will join them 
until the school has a full four-year 
enrollment. The point is to avoid 
growing too fast, Carey explained. 

His goal as the school's leader is to 
make the curriculum "second to no 
other in the country," he said. 

That takes money — from $15,000 
to $23,000 a year at most private 
prep schools in America. 

But students at NAPS pay only 
$900 a year, about 5 percent of the 
$16,000 tuition, the bulk of which is 

• paid by private donors. The largest is 
the Educational Foundation of Amer­
ica, which supplies 30 percent of the 
school's $1.7 million budget. The 
foundation was created by Ettinger's 
father, Richard Prentice Ettinger, 
who co-founded Prentice Hall pub­
lishing house. 

Parents can reduce the amount 
they pay even more by volunteering 
as weekend dormitory monitors. 

Ettinger's interest in Native Amer­
ican education began about 20 years 
ago when he realized that his alma 
mater, Dartmouth College, wasn't 
living up to its 1769 charter to edu­
cate American Indians. He ap­
proached the college president, who 
shared his concerns and started a Na­
tive American studies program. 

But it wasn't until he read Dee 

Special to The Denver Post / Neil Jacobs 

CAMARADERIE: A group of students congregates in the 
women's dormitory at the Native American Preparatory School. 

Brown's "Bury My Heart at Wounded 
Knee, an Indian History of the Ameri­
can West," that Ettinger became a 
strong advocate for Native American 
education. 

His dream of a full preparatory 
school for Indian teens, however, had 
a rocky start this summer. 

One week after its opening, a stu­
dent riot closed the school for 12 
days. Save for a few broken lights, 
the disturbance left little physical 
damage. But it inflicted some psycho­
logical and spiritual wounds that are 
still healing among the 40 students 
who returned and the staff, three of 
whom are now gone. 

Aiyana Van Zile, a 15-year-old Po-
tavatomi from Crandon, Wis., said 
students got "hysterical" because 
they felt no one was listening to them. 

Added Chad Pfeiffer, a 14-year-old 
Navajo from Rock Point, Ariz.: 
"Many of the teachers don't under­
stand where we're coming from. 
They were trying to run this place 
like an Eastern boarding 
school. . .They're used to teaching 
Anglo kids from other schools. 

"We're different," he said. "Spiritu­
ality for Anglo kids is set for one day 
— Sunday. For us, it's every day." 

Students now observe several min­
utes of silence every morning for per­

sonal spiritual reflection. 
"We've all been learning," said as- -

sociate head of school Quintana "Ti­
na" Deschenie, who is Navajo. "For 
most of the students . . . they have 
never been away from home. They 
never interacted with other tribes." 

As Thundercloud Abeyta, a 1.4-
year-old from Acoma Pueblo, said, 
"I've learned too much about non-na­
tive students. Now we can learn 
about ourselves." 

On the history classroom black­
board, teacher Al Blackhorse has a 
short list of Indian tribes. At the front 
of the room is a large American flag, 
the only class that has one. 

Blackhorse, a Navajo, was a mili­
tary aviator for 11 years and is a gulf 
war veteran. The room embodies the 
two worlds he and his students strad­
dle, a balance he wants to help his 
young wards master. Blackhorse, 33, 
teaches documented and oral history, 
language and tradition, culture and 
spirituality. 

"The kids need a role model," he 
said. "We relate to one another in a 
way where nothing is held back. 
That's unique." 

Art teacher John Anthony Reyna, 
the other Native American among 
the prep school's five instructors, 
takes a holistic approach to art in­
struction that includes music, story-
tolling and oven ways of dressing as 
well as drawing, painting and craffs. 

"Most Native American languages 
have no word for art," he explained 
in a classroom decorated with grass 
weaving, feathered mobiles, jewelry 
and dream catchers in various media. 

In native tradition, art is "inclu­
sive," it's part of daily life, said Rey­
na — just like spirituality, which he 
incorporates into his teaching by re­
citing Indian mythology while stu­
dents work on their projects. 

"For me, it's not a matter of ei­
ther/or — picking between two cul­
tures," said Reyna, a member of the 
Taos Pueblo. "That's why I want to 
work with them, so they can have the 
best of both worlds." 
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in Rowe 

T h e Native Amer ican Prep S c h o o l 

by Cindy Bellinger 

Al Ihe far end o f a 

gravel road, winding of l the 

main ti igliway in Rowe, New 

Mexico lie groups o f adobe 

buildings easily blending with 

I lie pinon-studded hills and rock 

lormations rising from the Pecos 

River Valley Definitely in the 

backcountry, the trees give wel­

come shade from the hot 

autumn sun The landscaped 

terraces provide calm. Once the 

I'ecos River I x a m i n g Center, 

lhe buildings now hou.se the 

Native American Preparatory 

School (NAPS) . 

"There liave been lots 

o f changes I t 's gotten better," 

said Samuel Val lo , reflecting on 

his years as a student at NAPS. . 

Val lo txjgan attending the 

.school three years ago when it 

l lrsl opened "Yeah, it 's 

cl iangcd a whole bunch " 

\'':iny Though i t 's in a new 

setting, Norman Carey,' head 

master for Ihe school says the 

.^hoo l isn't ncw j . . . ; i, , . 

" l l all slartcd in 1987 

when Pelcr McDonald, Cli;iir-

i iuui o f thc .Nava jo Nation ai the 

unie. met Richard l i l i i i igc i iil 

I ' l ishing Academy in M.iss.ichu-

-I'lls dui ing a paiciit weekend 

I hey began discussing ihc plighl 

bright Nalive Ameiican .MU-

dents dropping out o f SCII>H>I 

:iiid gel l ing losl Both agiccd il 

was a waste o f incredible po-

leniial " 

One Ihing led to .111-

nlhcr and thai siimiiici ,iii ex. 

l icnmci i l suned in Sedona, A i i -

/.oiiii "Wc h.id 50 suidcins 

..111oiled," lecalled Caicy, who 

uuiglit at Cushing and li.n.s been 

icl ive in the Native AmciKJin 

inog iam since lis i i iceplion 

I i ie brsi session was ii l l i icc 

^".et'k success 

"We h.id kids who 

i l id i i ' l W.1I1I 10 go home," (,'au'v 

^.lid, who is nol Native Ai i ic i i -

.an and admits begin scared 

when he l i isl slartt^d "AHei Ihe 

ih i id day I was ready lo ij ini 

lUil he hung III. growing aloiu^ 

with the school For the iicvi 

•.even yeais tlic schwil opcialed 

.1 sunimei j i iugiain ii iovii i j^ f i iu i i 

A i i /o i ia lo Calironiia and 

rveiiUially 10 New Mexico, l i isl 

II I .as CJUCCS llieil Sanla I c 

r i i ia l ly, ill Ma ich loo.s 

It was obvious a luiie iiUMHh 

-.ciutol WHS calloci lor. So \',c 

.piiokly pul logcll ici a school 

And just as tiie sc.iich bci-Mii loi 

I pcii i ianciit sue, lhe I'c, os 

1' IVCI I .iMi iiiiig ( enlci 111 K o\M-

ivciil u|i toi sale 

Cunent cniolli i ient in 

the icsideiilial school lisis 70 

sludenls from 3.1 tubes, icpre-

seniing \^ slales The vision, 

according 10 (."arcy. is lo be a 

national school, jilaiis aic m 

rcciui l sludcnls lu i i l i Nc\s 

l inglai id Alaska, and Hawaii 

"We waiil In picpaic 

these kids foi (.(illegc. lo give 

ihem an cdiicaiioii lhal cimi-

peles and excels Wc also wanl 

sludenls to walk conil'oiiablv 111 

Iwo woi lds " 

Hesidcs o i lc i i i ig i i a j i 

l ioi ial classes such as cliciii isli \ . 

ait and 1-iiglisli, ilic school's 

pill [lose is loi valii lall i ig and 

"cclet' iai i i ig each suulcin's l ic i i -

lagc With so manv lubes icp 

icscii led, (.l.iicy s.iui. llic ro in-

mon gin i i i id is icspcci, tolci-

aiice and aiccpiai irc Ihc 

school o l lc i i has spiuial d.ivs 

when sludcnls l iom di l lc icnl 

l l ibcs show oi l l l icii dances .ind 

seivc ll i i : i i looil Nol all Mn. 

dciils a i i ivc al Ihc Si-hool \^cl l . 

siccpcil 111 theil cit l i i i ic, iliou^di. 

so the school ol lcis these sin 

riciiis plciiiv ol oppoi l i i i i i is lo 

Icai 11 about ihcii c^illiii c. il ' Ihcv 

wanl to 

The ciitci i. i bv which 

SUKICIIIS aic selected aic i iuihi-

tac.clcd Icsiiiii^. Icllcis ol !(..,. 

oi i imeiidalion. aiiloliiot-.i apluc 

essays by sluilciils and c.savs 

aboul tht- sliidcnl bv then pai • 

cms l i i adc avciagcs need 

lo be 3 0 Mlldclll^ need lo sll"w 

Signs ot i iuobcn icn l vvilli IIR-

(.oinmuii i l ) , ihcv need lo be 

l l l lci vic^v ed and vr.ilini^ ibi-

uimpi is. silliny. in on '.i.nu' 

. lasses IS slonmlv adsced 

One o f the inipoi lanl 

elements lo choosing a student 

IS Ihcy wanl lo go lo NAJ'S. 

" W e don ' i wanl kids who are 

being pushed inlo being liere.''.y. 

Carey, a long time 

ci l i icaloi , said he sees a dcplh of 

chaiaclcr in ll ie sUidi-nls al 

N.-M'S lhal lie still hasn't been 

al'lc to name " l l has soinetliing 

to do wi th simpliciiy and hon­

es t y " He especially likes their 

(.iiieclness and then wauling Io 

be a p.irl o f I he campus 

"One lime some stu­

dents came lo me s.iviiig thai the 

woik pioy.iam siieli as cleaning 

the »^.;ilclciiH, the class;doms, 

cicaii i ig awav llic trash uasn't 

wo ik ing l l was on a lo la l ion 

basis and thev came up wi lh a 

way lo change 11 1 lislcncd. I 

lel them oigaiii/.c il ihemselves 

i l wasn't wo ik ing and Ihc^ weie 

ngh l . 1 hey fi.xed it. 

"One l l i i i ig we can't 

say around hcic is 'we 've never 

done that' because we haven'i 

doneany lh ing It 's all new. We 

haven't slipped into any a i m f y 

niches ycl . We try diflerent 

things" 

And this IS whal Sam­

uel Val lo likes A junior this 

year he says, "The teachers and 

students can communicate now 

The teachers leally listen and 

lake time 10 be wi ih you " In 

the early days iheic were clashes 

due to, Carey says, "pu l l ing a 

school logelhei loo quickly, 

resulting in a niiss-inaich o f 

[H'oplc " Hul llinigs ai c dcti 

l i i lclv scihddviMg 

And Ihc goals aic be­

ing met \ 'alk^ jilans to allend 

Dai tn iouth lo i an eiigincci iiig 

degree Ttic school c i i i r iculum 

he says "givc-s yon a challenge 

and leaches you icsjionsibihU' 

foi being away from home." 

Meidi Hiai idow, Irom 

Hawaii said she also likes ilic 

challenges and especially eiiioys 

the science classes. 

Roy 'ni i indercloud, a 

ninth giadcr f io in Sandia 

Pueblo, said the school "is 

nice...there arc no distractions " 

The faculty consists of 

18, M are Nalive American 

The curr iculum is of lcn decided 

by the sludenls For iiislance. 

many wanted ptiotogiaphy 

classes ' I l iey now have l l i iee 

They demanded music classes 

and gol them And dance 

tu i t ion costs $16,000 

a year and a majority o f students 

Samuel Val lo has s ind i rd al NAPS since i l opened I h r r r y e a n ago 

aie on scholaiships 1 m i d 

laisiii.i; IS 011-goiiig and a icscn; 

bciicbl brought in SV.S.OOO lhai 

uall be moic ihan iloiiblcij In .1 

i i iaicl i i i ig g ia i i l . 

The school siis Oil 

l,''Oli acics. doiins, laciilK 

housing, classi ooiiis. lilMai\ 

calcieiia, and adiiiiiiisi 1 al 10' 

buildini;s covcl -1 ai'M s \ 

|MH)1. sauna, Icniiis l ou i i s an.! 

Jacu/y.i aic also available I'ln 

place IS .s<) bcaii l i lul and s. 

nuicli like a icsoi l ihal pciiodi 

c.illv a lew sludcnls need lo li: 

icmii idcd ll ial honiewoik is siill 

due 

Indeed, 11 would be 

easv to foitJel. The views invn.-

gazing, the o|>eii sk\ calls l.„ 

ic l lcc l ion. and ihc area ilsell 

caii ies a l i is lo iv lhal belongs 10 

Ibc spii il o f ihc plase I .out HI;.-

ni lhe valley below llic scli,tol 

llic Pueblo Indians ,ind IIH 

I'lains Indians uo i i l d i m r i 

Co inn i y l o u e l l i c i l o i C( - ie l l lon i 

•ds l l IS n o ac, i d e m l l i , t i i ] ,e 

rSal ive . • \M I I . | i c i i i I ' l c p ;u a i . .1 >, 

'sciiool 1.1 ingiiiL', locclbci 1 : 

!• ' I - - . .1 l i n . l ., n.. ., •• 



Native American Preparatory School Inc. 
P.O. Box 160, Rowe, New Mexico 87562-0160 
Phone: (505) 474-6801 FAX: (505) 474-6816 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS October 6, 1997 

Sharon Ettinger 
2132 Foothills Rd. 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Home: 505-820-0347 
Fax: 505-820-1401 

Barbara Ettinger 
1075 La Tierra Nueva 
Santa Fe, NM 87505 
Home: 988-7089 
Fax: 988-7089 

David Godfrey 
35 Church Lane 
Westport, CT 06880 
Work: (203) 227-7470 
Home: (203) 222-3826 
Fax: (203) 227-0424 

Julia Honaberger 
PO Box 4138 
Fairview, NM 87533 
Home: 505-852-4406 
Fax: David: 505-665-7379 

Patricia House 
1501 Miramar Drive 
Balboa, CA 92661 
Work: 
Home: 714-673-7737 
Phone 4: Car: 213-706-4508 
Fax: 714-673-1612 

Valorie J. Johnson 
Youth Development & Education 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
One Michigan Avenue East 
Battle Creek, MI 49017-4058 
Work: 616-968-1611 
Home: 517-339-1069 
Fax: 616-968-0413 

Frances M. Knott 
1165 West Valley View Drive 
Fullerton, CA 92833 
Home: 714-680-0345 

Wihna Mankiller 
Rt. 1, Box 945 
Sailwell, OK 74960 
Home: 918-696-7825 
Fax: 918-696-7825 

Richard S. Millman 
Whittier College 
PO Box 634 
Whittier, CA 90608 
Work: 562-907-4204 
Home: 562-945-3456 
Fax: 562-907-4995 

Edwina Milner 
909 Calle Arco 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Home: 986-8426 
Fax: 982-4187 

Max Myers 
Nations Bank 
PO Box 5375 
Santa Fe, NM 87502 
Work: 505-471-1234 
Fax: 505-473-8669 

Nora Naranjo-Morse 
Rt. 3 Box 310-D 
Espanola, NM 87532 
Work: Studio: 753-4570 
Home: 753-5506 

Arnold S. Roland 
6 Thistle Lane 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
Home: 988-5764 
Fax: 988-3239 

Benny Shendo, Jr. 
PO Box 508 
Jemez Pueblo, NM 87024 
Work: 505-277-6930 
Home: 505-834-7386 
Fax: 505-277-1818 



Native American Preparatory School Inc. 
P.O. Box 160, Rowe, New Mexico 87562-0160 
Phone: (505) 474-6801 FAX: (505) 474-6816 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS October 6, 1997 

Charlie Soap 
Rt. 1, Box 945 
Stillwell, OK 74960 
Work: 918-458-0902 
Home: 918-696-7825 
Fax:918-458-0939 

Kogee Thomas 
Center for Ed. Partnerships 
University of California 
160 Administration Bldg. 
Irvine, CA 92697-1075 
Work: 714-824-7817 
Home: 714-525-4024 
Fax: 714-824-8219 

Richard Trudell 
American Indian Resources Institute 
319 Mac Arthur Boulevard 
Oakland, CA 94614 
Work: 510-834-9333 
Fax: 510-834-3836 

Peterson Zah 
Office of Student Affairs 
Box 87103, Arizona State University 
Tempe,AZ 85287-2103 
Work: (602) 965-5793 
Home: 520-871-2452 
Fax: (602) 965-0865 
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Native American Prep Program Excites Students 
B Y JKA.VNIE JOHNSON 
Journal Slaff Wnttr 

A rejection letter from the Native 
.\inencaii Preparatory School did­
n't discourage Jessica VaJdez, 16. It 
inspired her. 

" I went from a 2.75 grade point 
average to a 3.S in one year," she 
said. "That's how determined I was 
ro get in here." 

Her determinanoD paid off, and 
Valdez left Pojoaque High after her 
freshman year for the private prep 
school 30 miles southeast of Santa 
Fe. Valdez, now a junior, is just one 
of atxiut 75 Native American stu­
dents from around tiie Uruted 
States who come to the school for 
the rigonnis academics and the 
chance to get into any college of 
theu- choice. 

Unlike Santa Fe's Indian School, 
the preparatory school receives no 
government funding, said its direc­
tor Norman Carey. It costs about 
i 16,000 a year to house and educate 
each student, he said. 

The school relies heavily on con-
rribudons and fiuid-raisers to pro­
vide scholarships for its students. 

•'No student pays anything close 
to S16.000." Carey said. "Many are 
on full scholarship. We do our schol­
arships need-blind. That means we 
dcQ t look at their financial situa­
tion when we're deciding on accep­
tance of students. We wait until a 
student is accepted into the school, 
and then we take a look at their fam­
dy's financial situation." 

This year's mam fund-raiser — 
Circle of Voices — is scheduled 
rrom 3 to 7 p m. Sept. 27 on the cam-

"No student pays anything close to $16,000. Many are 

on full scholarship. We do our scholarships need-blind. 

Thai means we don 'l look at llieir financial situation 

when we're deciding on acceptance of students. We wait 

until a student is accepted into the school, and then we 

take a look at their family's financial situation." 
N O R M A N C A R E V , N A T I V E A M E R I C A N P R E P A R A T O R Y S C H O O L 

pus. The Educational Foundation of 
America has agreed to give the 
school $2 for each $1 raised for 
scholarstiips at the benefit. 

Three hundred tickets will be 
sold at $75 per ticket with $35 of 
that tax deductible. 

Carey said each year the benefit 
celebrates a different Native Amer­
ican tribe or region. This year, the 
focus is on ±e Anishinabe people 
and the Woodlands Indian culture 
found m Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
be said. 

There will be Ojibwe singers and 
drummers as well as a traditional 
meal served along the banks of the 
Pecos River. In addition, there will 
tie a silent and verbal auction of 
donated pieces of art and other 
items. 

Three ski packages will be 
offered in the sdent auction. There 
will be a southern New Mexico ski 
package that includes three days 
lift tickets, equipment rentals and 
two nights lodgmg for rwo people. 
There also wiil be packages for 
T̂ os and Santa Fe. 

"We raised 5176,000 last year." 

said Doris Roland, one of the coor­
dinators of the fimd-raiser "This 
year we want to top that. Knowing 
that each student depends on schol­
arships really challenges us." 

Coming to the preparatory school 
means the difference between suc­
cess and failure, many of the stu­
dents said. Fawn Irving, 15, is an 
Oglaia Lakota from PineRidge, S.D. 

This is Irving's second year 
attending the school, and she said 
she is shooting for acceptance into 
Harvard to pursue a medical 
degree in neurology. Coining to 
.New Mexico has eliminated the pos­
sibility of dropping out of school 
Uke some of her other siblings, she 
said. 

"In public school on my reserva­
tion. I thought there was too much 
socializing and games going on," 
Irving said. "Here, things are so 
organized you dont have time to 
skip classes. This school is also bet­
ter than public school in lhat there 
are fewer students in each class­
room and that makes it easier to 
leam." 

BJ. Sandoval, 16, was recruited 

JANE S E R N A R O / X J U R N A L 

A LONa WAY FROM HOME: Fredricka Brandow. from HIk). Hawaii, reads In tha library at The NatWa Airrar^ 
can Prep School. 

to attend the preparatory school the 
first year it opened. He was living 
in the San Felipe Pueblo and attend­
ing middle school in Bernalillo, he 
said. 

"When the recruiter told us atwut 

the school's curriculum, I knew I 
wanted to apply," he said. " I was 
really excited to get in because we 
get more freedom to express our 
feelings here. 

•'I think I'm doing tiener academ­

ically, too — I have somethmg 
between a 3.5 and a 4.0 GPA. I don't 
think I'd be doing as well if I were 
still in pubhc school hiecause I think 
I'd be paymg a lot more attention lo 
my f.-iends and messing around ' 
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December 17, 1997 

Andros & Ero Nicolaides 
Embassy of Cyprus 
2211 R Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20008 

Dear Mr. Ambassador^fL-v^^ £-L-<? ; 

Thank you very much tor your very thoughtful card and 
for the wonderful diary. It was so nice of you to think of us. 
Happy holidays! 

Best wishes. 

SinccBely, 

lelanne Verveer 
Chiefof Staff to 

the First Lady 



I c ' I 

Christmas Greetings 

witli all good wishes 

for 

a Happy New Year 

Andros and Ero Nicolaides 

Embassy of the Republic of Cyprus, 
Washington, D.C. 

HOTGCOF'>'" 



Mrs. Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to the First I^ady 
The White House 
Washington, DC 205f)0 

EMBASSY or CYPRUS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

PHOTOCOPY-



TIIE vviiiTi:, i iousr. 
WASHINGTON 

November 7, 1997 

Mr. John Meyer 
President & Publisher 
The 21 st Century 
Box 30 
Newton, MA 02161 

Dear Mr. Meyer: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for copies of 
"The 21 st Century" and for your request for an interview with 
the First Lady. 

1 have forwarded your letter to Marsha Berry, Director 
of Communications for the First Lady, and she will be in touch 
as to whether or not it will be possible. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chiefof Staff to 

the First Lady 
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( l l i l inu i in . l i : ' 

.linint(tli\ir. ^'•.;(,•('/ 

.1. K(ii)i:i; t CAM.V 

LIU I'linrn ' 

Hiihin *t Add", iti 

.liiiiN It. Mi:vi:ii 

/'((/'/K/IC." 
7''ii' 2/.V,' Ccnnirv 

I'rf.idcnl ,if 

The Yontiii Aiilh<>r\ 

hui'iiliiliiiii. lur. 

.Sli:i 'iiAM|.: M t v i K 

I'lihli.shfi 
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h'rtii'ef II: 

Chi:iese llisuh -. 

Ihimiri! lhiiver^i.\ 

TllllMAS \ \ I.VIMI' 

'::liuir. l'/fO-.S4 

'I'he lli'sUiN l.i!..he 

Dear Ms. Vcrvcfi: 

Eli Segal suggested I gel i;i (oiicli wilh ycu fora very sjieeial request. Consistent v^ith llie Fiist 
Lady's intcicsl in young people and education, wc would like lo start :i contest in t)ur pape • IM 
eneourage large luiniliers ol'tce ii.ge sludents lo inlei view a teacher, grandpareiil, friend. p.")li:iiikiii 
business person, neighbor, or any oilier aciuii. Wc belieVe ihis will give icens an oppoili.ir.ity -a; gei 

! kno'A' someone belter, write an ;i.r icle based on the inlei view, and share t'lCir insights widi luiiKJieds 
of ihoiisa.nds of iheir peers lhi\)iigii lhe 21 si Ceuluiy. 

i As ail incentive lor this contest, we want lo olTerthe studenl "\vinnt;r"" of lhe besl inleiview a:i 
j oppoiliinily ;(• join the two publishers for a trip lo Washinglon lo interview The First L.ady in the 
! Wh.iii.- Hou-.e We anticipale tiie imerview would take about thirty minutes, but the puhlisl^.d 

inlei view wdiil.l give liiiiulreds of thousands ol'teenagers an opportunity lo share Mis. Cliiiioirs 
thoughils and i>) :.̂ et a better underslaiiding of her eominilinenl lo young people. 

Tin: s.iideiit uoulvl only si.>l:eii M i C l i n u / i r s though.ts t)n how today's teens caa ;:i.".ke :i liil'liiieiu'e 
for their geneia'.aMi antl iinpioxe the opportunities I'or their own families. A: a ::iollier o! a ie. ii'ii.vi 
Mrs. Clinton's ujiinims and IKI ' vision for the future of today's young adults ^v-ijlu l̂ e .ILM' iy 
iiiten.'sting to cua iai'gc si .ideiit ;ii!',, leacher audience. 

Ii |lie f^irs! l.ady ;igiees 'vve woehi start the contest iiiimedialely and afler the v, iniKa i-. J.D.M . I , ilv. 
iiiii.Tvii-A',' iircaki •,)ceiii" ;.ai.v'inie llr.s sjiring. I think this would demons'iraie mval siir'i>.il ' '̂ v. 
yoMiig peojiie ..rid alk)w V'rs. •^l.l;ll;on to connect m a unitiue way wilh a -.ery large nan:;.'..-! t;.' '.igii 
sc'icoi sludcnls. Plc'ise let ine \:;v.)w as soon as possible if this is acceptable. 

VV.'i; ;;h'.>M!(! .li^'. ' know ihal t 'ai eaga^.i/alioi; rceenlly sent 600,000 copies ofa Piesi:le/l'' .Siiin nil 
issue \o all 20,00(' juiiu'<r and senior high schools nationwide. Last year we disliibii;e;' :i;Oi" • ll!;;!; 
S.OOO copiL's 'M' /•/•/»'/ Hope la Hismrv to student recipients of "The 2 1 si Century Bo;d, .'\' •. i;\i ' 

:.rin, Piesident Clinton met with us and some sludenls to ackiiov, f. 
than 20,000 Iclliis -ent to our i''cii'.ei' ;oi the President. For the past five years Mu.:h;te' '.)iil; li': .s l:,i: 
hosted our annua' " i A'aeator o; the Ve:;f" award dinner for which tliousanils of sttidei!!s l;.'.~ • 
tiominatctl teat ;i.as :. ho ha'.e liati a lasting impact on their lives. More tlkUi 7r- " i C i L l i L i ' l ' ; i: 
honorcc!. As yw. .an s'ic. vic a.iO .n<iKiiig a difference for thousands of young |ieoi>le '.M'I.'I) \ .• i ..r.vj. 
we believe th.a.l enetui.agiii;.' wiilir-c. and interviewing skills are mosl i(npor(;iii( fo<' l'':d.':;. s ic?:-!-:. 

i : i : , liTA, O i i l G l • ( i ; i 7 ) 9 6 4 - 6 8 0 C 

'li i!;;ir./̂ t/Z/to/.s" FoundaiioiI, f;i.\ 



Now, in our ninth year. The 21 si Century is the nation's largest newspaper written entirely by leens tor leens. 
Every monlh aboul 2.'>(),00() sladents in 2,2(K) schools read the regular issues of llic 21 st Ceiitwrx ami thousands 
become ins[-)ired lo contribute. In addition, al least one e(M\y of the paper is being sent lo every jiinior and 
senior high nalionwidc every month. The cenlial focus of lhe paper is always to increase self-esteem by 
providing an unparalleled opjM)iiLinily for sindenis lo develo]) their reading, writing, creative ami critical 
thinking skills. Wc have proved lhat there is a strong readership for ihis lypc of publication. 

The Young Authors Foundation, Inc., publisher of the pajK-r, is a .̂ 01(0)3 nonprofit organization committed lo 
encouraging all sludcnls to value reading, wriling ami iheir entire eduealion as a necessary lool for lifelong 
learning and successful cmployinenl. llie 2isi Ccnliir\ is a unique project successfully reaching a broad range 
ol social, racial, economic and elhnic groups and includes an oulpouring of talent, experiences, ideas and 
innovative soluiions from teens unmatched hy any media. 

We hope you and Mrs. Clinlon recognize die iiiipael we arc having on students and teachers and llial you will 
be able lo work wilh us lo arrange for the interview. Thanks for your interest and I look forward lo hearing 
from you soon. 

Cordially, 

AY--
Clohti Meyer. President and Publisher 

P.S. Enclo.sed arc some recent issues and our Poetry Journal which lhe Clintons have been receiving since our 
meeting in 1993. If you need any additional information please let me know. Thank you. 



Written Entirely By Teens For Teens 
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Peter Rabbit Wore Wool 
He wiis iKiviT my lavori le gnind-

lallicr. ll l i i i i ls lo .idii i i l l l i i i l . His 

lioii.^L' was hi i ; and ilark ami alwavs 

cdld. My yraiulinoll icr s i i idkal and 

WL' always wcnl home smelly. 1 did 

love l imi . I loved l i i i i i a loi. My 

liead was always hii i ied in his 

wool swealers when he hugged 

me Whenever I |iieliire h im, I see 

l i ini in l l iem. I Ihink he wore l l iem 

when he golled. Ciranimy gave me 

some when l ie i l ie i l I'hey'ie warm. 

Al liolidays he was sneh a pies-

eiiee. When lie laughed, yon heard 

him. When he yelled, your eyes 

walered. He had a lisp wlien he 

lalked; maybe il was a hil of an 

aeeenl. I d i i i i ' l know. Mv einisiiis 

and I loved In play hoard games 

Willi him. He was lhe only adii l i 

who would play wi l l i iis. l i e iievei 

lel lis win l ike some grown-ups do. 

r/l/.v nonfu lion jiieee 

In fael he usually blew ns out of 

Ihc water. 

Our lavorile was lhe I'eler 

Ralibil game We haven'l played il 

in years, ll had liny melal pieees 

palmed 111 paslel eolors. Grandpa 

was always I'eler. Kalliy liked lo 

be lhe frog or the lien I was usual­

ly Ihe pink " g i r l " bunny, l l li.ad liny 

l i l l le diee lo roll and a beanli lul ly 

drawn playing hoard. When the 

game was over, we always begged 

lo play again. We never did. Once 

was enough for him. 

My gi"aiid|)a had a hearl allaek. It 

was his sceond. He died in lhe 

morning. They duln'l lell us. 1 

spenl lhal Monday jusl liked 

everyone else al sehool. My mom 

said there woiildii'l have been any 

point in crying and moping Thai 

wasn'l lhe poinl. 1 fell guilty. 

hy J<irui Rirhardson eentinues on i^d^e. ri. 

The Days 
Noihing ever changed on our hlock 

lixeepi for lhe seasons 

l . jch day lhe sun set behind your house 

And those trees 

Bil l we always tried lo make the 

dillereiiec somehow 

Sil l ing on niy back porch tiy the 

light of a candle 

T i l l dawn crawled in 

Wc lalked abonl leaving llial town and 

changing lale 

We look comrort in our laughter 

As wc chased the hours of summer 

The days sire.lehed into the nighls 

As we sat in Vicari's woods 

Unl i l the days lx;gan lo grow short again 

We mourned for our losses 

As friends eseajK-d lhe borders 

Wc lived lor the nighls where l imc 

lasted forever 
/;v Anonymini.':. More ixieln on /KI.IJC.V lb-17. 

It's Hard Being Dead 
As Ihe bell rang, I realized il was lime. I cnlered llie balhronm, lak-

i i ig mv l imc. I realized lhal my teacher wouldn't mind i f 1 was late. 

Tins was a special ilay. I cliiuiged i i i lo my elollies - my black velvet 

panls and black shirt. I smeared on lhe whi le makeup. Iryi i ig lo use as 

l i l l le as possible My l i l l le while boii le had lo lasl everyone Ibe whole 

(lay. Then, Ihc final loueh, my l i l l le sign. 1 wrolc in red, 

"SUZY - K l L l . I - n HY A TRACrOR I RAI l . l iR DR IV i iN BY A 

I l K U N K DRIV I 'R . " 

Today was De.id Day. (.)ne person is ki l led every 21 ininiiles by 

a di i i i ik driver. In older l(> make thai slalislic real, 17 of us became 

"dead" for the ilay We weren't allowed lo lalk, jiisl keep a somber 

e.vpiessioii on onr laces. I, of course, had vohinleered lo g(i l irsl. 

I i ig niislake. 

My lirsl class was Physics, and ihere were only Ihree sludenls in 

lhe class, and ihis parlicii lar day wc had a sub. so we bad no woik lo 

do. I lial lel l Iwo sludenls lo Iry lo make lhe l l i i rd, me, laugh. 

7"/ji.v lunijietiini piece h\ Sitztinne Uz7.ilti continues on [Uiî e <S'. 
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Sightseeing 
I look lhe nam downiowii and 

gol onl al .Soiilli Teiiy. The lerry 

lioal was v,'ailing and I ran loward 

11. overlooking llie obsl.icle iiiiiil il 

moved, "t^.iii you spare some 

change .'" she asked. 

1 looked al her wiili aniioyanee. 

Bag ladies were coiiiiiioiily loiind 

wandering lhe sireels wilhoul a 

home of iheir osvii. This one wore 

biiiidles ol rags wrapped here iind 

Ihere lo give some semblance of 

decency The wind blew ihem 

aioiinil her gaiiiil ligiiic and hei 

iVaiiie irembled iioliceably. Her 

oiilsirelcheil hand lay opened and 

naked, wailing loi me lo press a 

coin inlo llial (liny p.ilm 1 louiul 

her eves iindei a iliiek mass ol oily 

unwashed hair. Ihey were emply 

and cold. .She had a sickly green 

liiige on her skin dial made me 

I nonfiction 

wanl Kl scurry away 

" I musl gel 10 the ferry before il 

goes ... sorry." 1 slammered 

1 ran lo caich lhe lerry - parlly 

('111 of lear and parlly oiil of aiilici-

|ialion. Once on ilie ferry, I joined 

some toiirisis al lhe bow of lhe ves­

sel Waler splashed on my fore-

liead. I looked over lhe rail lo see 

lhe green sea lhal hiiiled of pollii-

11011. My alleiHioii was diveried by 

lhe appe.iraiice of a small figure in 

Ihe dislaiice. .She slood ihere. lall 

and unbowed - a iiioiiumenl lo lhe 

American eulliire. I acknowledged 

her w ith a menial saline and gazed 

(Ml wilh awe. 

The .Slaliie of Liberly - a 

wiinian who had such Iiisiorical 

significance lli.il millions of people 

llock 111 Liberty Island lo see her 

each year ... 

/)(>(•(' hv Nom \ U'rt/11,1 conliiiiu'.s on /'(i.vc ̂ '. 

^ world 
lhe (lying sun slrains iii smile 

wilh painful IIKUCS he grasps my hand 

his withered body burns wilh rage 

he cries because lhe sky is blue 

please don'i fade on mc 

frighlened. I scream 

as lhe haunled Irees laugh wilh envy 

wishing iJiey could slill fear 

bul yet llieir souls tremble 

benealh Ihc weight of iheir knowledge 

I feel llie w.armih slowly draining 

it's lime 10 die before we're killed 

1 say good-bye, lhe ocean loves him 

he embraced lhe Iriilli, rejecled ss'ords 

The Sun Is Gone, 

lhe biller kiss 

ibc dying moon slrains to smile 

hy h>ri Coh.nume 
More poelrx on /n/ijcv 16-17. 

My Story, My Fast 
To me, adoplion is a beauliful ihing. .Sixteen years ago I was given 

up for adojilion. Allhougii I know some informalion aboul my pasl, 

lhe (|ueslioii of who am 1 is pu//.ling lo me. Here is my siory 

1 was horn CTarmen .Inlia lo a couple who lived in Chihuahua, 

Mexico. 1 don'i know ilieir lasl name. My birllipareiils were poverly 

slriekeii When I see lliose eoniniercials on lelevisioii abonl poor peo­

ple who live in poor eoiinliies, 1 lend lo believe lhal is who my binh-

paienls are, and who I once was. 1 w as iheir niiilli child. I don'i even 

know if I was hoiii in a liospilal, or a cardboard hox my biilhparenis 

called home. 1 was born on Ihe iweiily-sevenlli of May, and for ihree 

monlhs, C'liihiiahua was my home. I only lived there briefly because 

my binh parenls had no moiiev lo feed us. To lop lhal, I was sullering 

from an illness. They needed lo gel mc oui of ihere, which ihey did. 

Al lhal poiiil, I was nobody's child. 

Al lhal same lime in New Y(irk. a young couple who had been mar­

ried for eiiilil veais was desperalelv seeking a child .. 

lhis niinjiclion piece hy Jennifer hii.senhei}; l onliniie.s on poge 6. 
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(Welcome to the 
mnmit issue of 
he 21st Century 
For lhe l;ist (jighl years, 
he 2lsl Cemury has been 
ic monthly publication for 
iiicrica's future - loday's 
enagers. 

'lhe 21st Century offers 
enagers the opportunity to 
ublish their views, opinions 
nd creative work on issues 
lal affect their everyday 
ves. 

The '21st Ceiituty. which 
. regularly seni lo 2,000 
igii schools, has already 
ublishcd iiiore ihaii 12,000 
udenl works. 

Wc have no slaff writers! 

Published w(̂ rks include 
udenrs' fiction, nonticlion, 
rose, poelry, art and pho 
igiai:)liy. Thousands of slu-
enLs have subiiiiited work 
n hundreds of topics 
icluding community sei-
ice, the environmenl and 
le op[K-)iTiinities and ĵ rob-
•ms facing America, as well 
5 iheir views on movies, 
ooks, music and sports. 

VK21st CenlHiy fulfills 
le need ot leenagers lo 
avc a nonjiidgnienlal forum 
Kit gives voice to their con-
erns, talents, joys antl tri-
niphs. The newspaper 
uilds self-esteem by provid-
ig sludenls wilh a unique 
•pponunily to develop iheir 
wading, wriling, creative and 
ritical-lhinking skills. 

'lhe 21st Cciituiy is proud 
1 join the Presidents' 
umniii for America's Future 
/ith this .Special Issue being 
listribiited by UPS to 
00,000 ,siudenls iii 20,000 
ligh schools We look for­
ward 10 publishing iceiis' 
oices in lhe SummlT-Up 
dition in May. 

N S I O E 
Limmil Fvenis 2 
'ubiishing 0|iportunily . .. 3 
•ludenl Essays 4,5 
undaiiieiilal Resources. 6,7 
Corporate Commilmenis....8 

Prcsicltint Clintcjn I'rtsident Bu.sh Pre,siclenl R(;;ig:in 

mm wi^'-'^". 

President Carter Pre.sident l-'ord 

An Invitation to 

THE PRESIDENTS' SUMMIT 
FOR AMERICA'S FUTURE 
Including a Guide to Summit Events 
April 27-29, 1997 

Presidents Clinton, Bush, Reagan, Carter and Ford, 

Kjgetlier with General Colin Powell and more than 

1,700 comniunily leaders, will gather in Philadelphia lor 

The Presidents' .Summit tor America's Future. 

They hope to inspire tin unprecedented 

nationwide commitmeni Kj community ser­

vice to help young people acro.ss America. 

Not everyiine can be in Philadel|:ihia, bul 

everyone can patiicipaie in the Summit. This 

is your oiipcjrluiiity lo l:)e pari of the spirit of 

lhe Summit and to help suslaiii ils mcs.sage 

inlo the 21st cenitiry. 

This is your invit-.uion to participate and 

have your thoughts on the Summit and 

community service published in the 

SummrT-Up Issue. 

General Colin Powell 
Summil General Chair 

Students: 
The 21st Century 
wants you! 
Experience the Power of Print 
Give us your reactions to The I'residenis' Siinimit and 
share your commiinily service experiences and 
ideas for the SumnilT-Up i.ssue in May 

Send your opinions, prose, poelry, 
lellers, photos, and an for publicalion 
in The 21s! Ceniwyhy May 12th! 

.See niles on page 5 

Philadelphia's Independence Pl 

Join the Suminit: 
, W a t c h and Listen to lhe 

Summil on TV, ntdio, C-.Sî an 
and the Iniernei. 

Read all about the .Summit in 
thi.s and other new.spapers and 
magazines. 

Discuss the .Suinmil ideas al 
home and in the classroom. 

Respond with opinions on vviiat 
lhe .Summil meant; what c:omiiui-
nily service prt>grains are work­
ing Itjcally; and what we can all 
do t(.i solve loday's chtillenges. 

Mail or email your thoughts 
and ideas to lhe 21st Centuiy 
by May 12lh for publication in 
the SummlT-Up issue 

;publicati6n o f Tl ie Ydui i^ 6 1 ' * 617-9i54-68p0 • www. t 



THE wiirrc Housi: 
WASHINGTON 

Novembers, 1997 

Ms. Mark Nichols 
435 W. 119th Street 
Apartment 52 
New York, 10027 

Dear Mark: 

Thank you very much for your note and for the 
thoughtful gift. We're off to Central Asia, Russia and Ukraine. 

Thanks and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chiefof Staff to 

the First Lady 
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September 12. 1997 

Ms. Merry Carol Morris 
8809 Twin Lake Drive 
Boca Raton. FL 33496 

Dear Merry: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for offering 
your assistance on the Summit ofthe America's conference 
scheduled for this March. 1 will keep your expression of 
interest in mind should an opportunity present itself 

I am sorry to hear that you will not be in Florida when 
we travel there later this month. Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Ladv 
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December 4, 1997 

Mr. George Masiuk 
The Washington Group 
P.O. Box 11248 
Washington, DC 20008 

Dear George: 

Since you asked several months ago about Mrs. 
Clinton's trip plans in Lviv, I am forwarding copies of her 
remarks in Ukraine. She was enthusiastically received by the 
people and she made every effort to express America's 
commitment to work with Ukraine as it builds its democracy 
and addresses its challenges. 

All the best. Mappy holidays! 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chiefof Staff to 

the First Lady 
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON AT THE IVAN FRANKO OPERA AND BALLET 
THEATER 
L'viv, Ukraine 
November 18, 1997 

UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT 

Vasyl Kuybida, mayor of L'viv: 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, dear Guests: I hope that you already know that our city is honored to have very 
honorable guests here. This visit is increasing our rating in both Ukraine and the world. To introduce our 
guests, the floor is given to the Chief of Staff to the First Lady, Ms. Melanne. 

Melanne Verveer, Chief of Staff to Hillary Rodham Clinton: 
Dear guests: My name is Melanne Starinshak Verveer, and I am chief of staff to Hillary Rodham Clinton. It is 
a great thrill for me to be here, in the land where my grandparents were bom, in this westem region of Ukraine. 
My grandparents were people who brought their values and traditions to America. They possessed a deep belief 
in God, love of family, care for their community, and hard work. These values were instilled in me as I was 
growing up. As a student in the Ukrainian-American school I attended, we sang the Ukrainian national anthem, 
"Ukraine has not yet died." Like so many other Ukrainian-Americans, we prayed that Ukraine would one day 
be free. Today, this democratic country is marking its sixth year of independent Ukraine, and we Americans 
will always stand with you. Two years ago, I was privileged to accompany the President and the First Lady on 
their trip to Kyiv, the first time an American President visited a free Ukraine. Today, I have the honor of being 
with the First Lady, here in L'viv. Mrs. Clinton has committed herself to improving the lives of children, 
women and their families in my country and around the world. She has given voice to women's aspirations and 
the important role they play in building democracy. She has worked hard to promote civil society, especially 
through the participation of non-govemmental organizations. And she is a great friend of Ukraine. As a child, I 
was often assigned the role in school of welcoming important visitors in the Ukrainian language. Today, I have 
the honor of a lifetime to introduce the First Lady of the United States to the people of L'viv, Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton: 
Thank you very much. Mrs. Kuchma, Govemor, Ambassador Miller, Ministers, Mayor, Distinguished 
Members of the Community, Representatives of the Governments of both my country and of Ukraine. It is a 
great honor and pleasure for me to be here today. 

I want particularly to thank Mrs. Kuchma for being with me yesterday and today, and for the warm hospitality 
she has extended to me now on two occasions in Ukraine; during the visit with my husband, and during this 
visit. I would also like to thank my chief of staff, Melanne Starinshak Verveer - for her introduction of me 
today. But more than that I want to thank her for her wisdom, compassion, and good humor - all these I 
attribute in large measure to her Ukrainian heritage. Melanne and her husband attended Georgetown University 
with my husband and have been dear friends of ours ever since. Like the over one million 
Ukrainian-Americans, she has made immeasurable contribution to the life of my country, and I want to thank 
her here on behalfof all of us who value her many, many contributions. 

The writer, Ivan Franko, after whom this beautifiil opera house is named, wrote that, "There will come a time 
when you will sit in the circle of free nations." That time for Ukraine is now — and I am honored to be sharing 
that time with you. 
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I don't believe there is a more beautifiil opera house anywhere in the world. I must confess that being here on 
the stage, looking at the galleries and glorious decorations, I am tempted to join the many famous performers 
who have appeared here to sing. But in the interest of preserving the strong and warm ties between our 
countries, I will not do so. 

But I would like to talk with you about voices - the voices of women, the voices of young people, the voices of 
all those throughout Ukraine and the newly independent states who are speaking a new language of fi-eedom and 
democracy - and then turning their words and ideas into concrete actions. 

I can think of no better place to do this than in Ukraine. It was here in L'viv in 1879 that the Union of 
Ukrainian Women was established. 

This organization - one of the largest women's organizations in Europe between the two world wars - went into 
villages to teach women and their families how to start small businesses...how to start child care centers...how to 
pool their resources to purchase first aid materials that would save lives in rural areas. 

Like so much that is good, the Union was cmshed by communism. And like so much that is good, it was rebom 
in 1990 - along with your sovereignty. With each year of freedom, the Union has grown stronger. And this fall, 
thousands of people gathered where the remains of the Union's last pre-communist president — Milena 
Rudnytska - were brought back here to L'viv for eternal rest. 

Today, I retum home to the United States after a weeklong joumey to Central Asia, Russia, and now here in 
Ukraine. 

When I first came to Ukraine, it was with my husband in 1995, and the sun of freedom was rising in the sky. In 
the time I have been here, I have seen how much farther the sun has traveled. 

In only six years, you have done much to sweep away the oppressive structures of communism. You developea 
a constitution and held free and fair elections - which resulted in the peaceful transfer of power, the first ever in 
theNIS. 

Now the challenge is to build upon this architecture of freedom, with a structure supported by the rule of law, an 
independent judiciary, and an expanded free press that is able to tell the tmth in print and over the airwaves. 

In only six years, you have done much to tear down a rigid state-controlled economy that stifled human 
ingenuity and enterprise. You have reduced inflation and privatized small businesses. 
Now the challenge is to create a vibrant marketplace based fundamentally on private property; a marketplace 
where business can be conducted in an atmosphere of openness and faimess; where private activity can thrive 
without government interference; and where hard-working people can lift themselves up without the fear of 
crime and cormption. 

But neither the mle of law nor the free market alone can be sustained in isolation. If we do not have tme 
democracy in my country or yours, we cannot, or should not, rest. If we do not have a free market, we carmot, 
and should not, rest. But if we also do not have the space between what the market should do and what the 
govemment should do - what we call the civil society - we also cannot, and should not, rest. Each, the free 
market, democracy and the civil society are indispensable to the blessings of liberty and prosperity. 

In this space between the free market economy, on the one hand, and a democratic govemment on the other 
hand, in this space we call civil society resides family and community life, religious traditions, and participation 
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in voluntary associations. For democracy ultimately depends on individual citizens tmly believing they have a 
role to play in the life of their country. It depends on people choosing - not being compelled to, but choosing, to 
participate in society. And it depends on seeing to it that what Alexis de Tocqueville called "the habits of the 
heart" are passed on from one generation to the next. 

If you think about a modem, independent, well-functioning society as being like a three-legged stool, you and 
this audience have been working to strengthen each of the three legs. You have worked in govemment, to make 
the govemment democratic and transparent. You have worked to build a free market economy that gives more 
opportunity to individuals. And you have worked to create the third leg of this stool, what we call civil society. 

You have chosen to help build civil society, by fighting for women's health, by mnning for political office, by 
cleaning up the environment, by starting child care centers and beginning summer camps for the children of 
Chemobyl, and in many other ways. 

Whether you are gathering in civic associations, voluntary efforts to help others, places of worship, or even in 
your neighbor's home, you are strengthening civil societv and making it clear that the most important person in 
any democracy is, not my husbanu or Mrs. Kuchma's husband, but the citizen. And governments cannot be 
serious about democracy unless they recognize and work with non-govemmental organizations. 

Yesterday, I saw citizens of this city building a civil society. I stood with thousands of people at the new 
Memorial Honoring Victims of Communist Repression. This memorial was erected not by the govemment. It 
was a gift of the victims of communism, their families, and private organizations. They didn't have to do this 
but they did. 

I visited a health clinic filled with children balanced between life and death. Infants bom prematurely, some 
critically .ill. But for their cries, these children have no voice. They cannot compel someone to come to their 
aid. And yet doctors, and nurses, parents, and communities - from both Ukraine and the United States -chose to 
do so. 
As one mother told me, doctors and nurses she didn't even know saved her child's life. They didn't have to do 
this — but they did. 

I stood inside the beautifully restored Gilad Synagogue, where citizens can once again worship freely. There, 
the rabbi told me what it meant to open a Jewish school after so many years of unspeakable hardship. That. 
had given him faith that the community would survive. The community didn't have to do this for its children — 
but it did. 

1 stood inside the magnificent, renovated St. George's Cathedral. For too many years, the faith of the people 
whom I met had been driven underground. The congregation prayed in hidden places; the beautifiil symbols of 
their faith were hidden away in cellars and attics. Today, the members of St. George's practice their religion in 
the clear light of day. And they are using their faith not only to worship as they please, but also to reach out to 
others whom society pushed away — such as children with disabilities. The people of St. George's didn't have 
to do this — but they did. 

What an irony that on the property of St. George's Cathedral, the Soviets installed radio jamming antennas. Yet 
as powerful as they were, they could not silence the voices of faith and freedom. 

It is especially important that the voices of women be heard, for the legacy of communism placed special strains 
on women. 
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Especially in the old state stmctures, too many women are the first to lose their jobs and the last to get new 
ones. Too many women often live in fear of violence at the hands of family members. For them, home 
provides no refuge, the law no protection, and public opinion no sympathy. Too many women are prevented 
from getting proper health care — either because quality care is not available, or because they are simply unable 
to find the time, between family and work obligations, to care for themselves. And through all of this, not 
enough women are sitting at the table when decisions are made in too many countries. 

And it is clear that democracy without the ftill participation of women is a contradiction in terms. And that 
human rights are women's rights and they must be respected. 

It is, for example, a violation of human rights when women are trafficked, bought, and sold as prostitutes. As 
my husband has said, this is nothing less than modem-day slavery. And I know that many of you here today are 
working hard to end this practice once and for all. 

Today, I am pleased to announce that the United States govemment, in cooperation with the United Nations, 
will be working with NGOs in Ukraine to launch a new information campaign to reach women who may be in 
danger, and to inform law enforcement and consular officers, and intemational organizations so they can be on 
the look out for, and ultimately put a stop to this crime against humanity. 

I will retum home with many impressions and wonderful memories. I will also retum home to speak to my own 
people, the citizens of the United States. I will tell my fellow citizens what I have seen and why the United 
States must stay constantly engaged to support forward-looking reform and leaders who are working on reform. 
In recent days, I have seen firsthand what America, working hand in hand with the people of Ukraine, has 
accomplished — fostering innovative health clinics, providing loans to start small businesses, sending Peace 
Corps volunteers to work with the people here. 

I will want all of the American citizens to know what I now know, and I wish that I had brought all of them with 
me, to see what I have seen. Because the work that has been done, between our govemments and organizations, 
such as USAID and through the private sector, business to business, and through the voluntary, 
non-governmental sector, has made it very clear that we are strengthening our bonds and building stronger 
societies together. 

Later this week. Vice President Gore and President Kuchma will join together to reach out to members ofthe 
intemational community to secure more support for safely encasing the Chemobyl Reactor #4. What could be 
more important than the United States and Ukraine working together to contain one ofthe greatest 
environmental threats facing Europe and the world today? 

Just as I hope to be able to explain to Americans what I have seen, I hope also that the people of Ukraine see 
what I , and my party, have seen here. In the last days, I saw citizens and spoke with leaders determined to make 
further progress. In six short years, you have done so much to erase seven long decades of communist waste 
and misrule. There is no doubt that your path has not been an easy one and that challenges remain — especially 
as you expand private activity so that Ukraine can become competitive in today's fast-paced global economy. 

As Americans have learned through the years, democracy is a never-ending stmggle. We became a "newly 
independent state" in 1776. And for the past 221 years, our democracy has been a work in progress. It took us 
more than 10 years to draft a constitution; 89 years to rid our nation of slavery; 144 years to give women the 
vote; and 188 years to make all our citizens equal under the law. 

A critical difference, of course, is that the modem world is much less forgiving. With global communications 
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and with a global economy, everything moves at a much faster pace; and countries and societies must reform 
more quickly in order to take their rightful place in such a new worid. 

Just six years after your independence, you have much to be proud of The sun of freedom is higher in the sky. 
And yes, it has a ways to travel. I know you will stay the course. And as you do, please know the American 
people will stand with you. I hope that you take great pride in where Ukraine stands today and that you take 
great confidence in the fact that the United States will be your partner, and your friend, as we travel together 
into the twentieth-first century and the new millennium. 

Thank you very much. God bless the United States and God Bless Ukraine. 

Mayor Kuybida: 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: I have the honor to give the floor to the wife of the President of Ukraine. 

Mrs. Lyudmyla Kuchma: 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: First of all, I'd like to express my gratitude to the U.S. President's wife for finding 
the possibility to visit Ukraine. Moreover, it is not just an acquaintance visit, but a very important step toward 
establishing cooperation between our two countries in the humanitarian sphere. I am very thankful to you, Mrs. 
Clinton, for our warm meetings, for your words of understanding of our problems and readiness to assist us in 
solving them. 
I support your opinion about the role of democratic principles in the life of society. The success the United 
States of America has in reinforcing values common to all humanity is well-known and acknowledged 
throughout the world. This success belongs to the most important historic gains of humanity. This experience 
is of great importance to Ukraine, which has started the process of basic democratic reforms. 

The defense and protection of human rights is one of the main principles in modem Ukrainian society. 

The Ukrainian people have been destined to have a difficult history. For a considerable period of time, the 
Ukrainians have been denied the right of national statehood. They were persecuted in practically all spheres of 
their lives. Life in Ukraine is not easy nowadays. We are going through the difficult, often painful, process of 
essential economic reforms. The psychological stereotypes, the outlooks of people that have been forming for 
decades, are undergoing radical changes. 

The Chemobyl catastrophe has also had a large impact on peoples' lives. This catastrophe occurred in Ukraine, 
but it is ofa virtually global nature. It is difficult, or to be more precise, impossible for us to cope with the 
calamity all by ourselves. That is why it is hard for one to overestimate the value of hope which the United 
States provides us in dealing with the Chemobyl consequences. 

We greatly appreciate the personal contribution of the President's family to this noble matter. We are also 
appreciative ofthe important charitable activities taking place in our country during this period of transition. 

It stands to reason that Ukraine is doing its best to be a thoughtfiil, caring mother for its children- to take care 
of, and provide social assistance and security to, the most vulnerable strata ofthe population. 

But the possibilities of our state are limited. We are open to any action initiated by humanism and mercy, to 
any manifestation of goodwill, to settle some ofour most acute social problems. Many of these problems 
concem the generation growing up in Ukraine now: their present and future. These concems are reflected in the 
national program. The Children of Ukraine. The main objective of this program is to guarantee every child the 
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right to be bom healthy, to be able to thrive, to have opportunities for development, and to be psychologically 
protected. 

Our aim is to not only provide our children with meals, but also to develop their talents, abilities and skills. 
You, dear Hillary, have already had a chance to see how gifted our children are. If you find it possible to 
support our young talents, we would appreciate it very much. This is important for our country and the whole 
world. 

You're probably familiar with the fact that Ukrainian women take an active part in public life. It is important 
because women constitute 50% of the entire population in Ukraine. The numerous women's organizations have 
the common objective to ensure our children a decent ftittire, to make our state wealthy, and our children happy. 

To conclude, I'd like to express once again my words of sincere gratitude to the U.S. President's wife, Mrs. 
Hillary Rodham Clinton. The meaningful and effective visit of a charming, benevolent and energetic U.S. First 
Lady to our country is a considerable contribution to the development of our collaboration, the deep and mutual 
understanding between our two countries and peoples. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Mayor Kuybida: 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen: We've just had the privilege to listen to the brilliant speeches of the U.S. 
President's wife, Mrs. Hillary Clinton, and to the Ukrainian President's wife, Mrs. Lyudmyla Kuchma. They 
are both doing an extraordinary and noble thing. Because of their charitable activities, they inspire hope and 
goodness into the hearts of people. I think that on behalf of all of us, we can wish them joy and happiness. We 
also wish them health, and a long and successful life. 
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