
T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

July, 1 1997 

Ms. Karen Kalish 
President 
Operation Understanding 
2120 S Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20008 

Dear Ms. Kalish: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
infonnative materials on Operation Understanding which were 
provided to Mrs. Clinton by Ralph Alswang. The work you are 
doing to build productive relationships between Blacks and 
Jews is so important and we applaud your efforts. 

Thanks for writing and best wishes in your critical 
work. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



June 17, 1997 

President William Clinton 
l l ie Wliite House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President, 

Like you, I wanl to narrow America's racial divide. 1 spend evei^ waking 
moment doing just that. 

OPEIUTION UNDKRSTANDING 

Tluee years I founded O|)eration Understanding DC, an exciting, 
leadership program for Black and Jewish teenagers in the D C. metropolitan area. 
Siirah From, Al's daughter, is in our program. 

Oi)eration Understanding DCs goals are to dispel stereotypes; promote 
cooperation, mutual respect, understanding and dialogue between the two groups; 
and to build a fliture generation of Jews and Blacks, and blacks and whites, who 
will know what it's like to have an alliance based on mutual respect and who will 
work to fight racism, anti-Semitism and all fomis of discrimination. 

Because young people are more likely than adults to really listen to each other, we focus 
our efforts on those we hope will be tomorrow's leaders - young people like Sarah From. High 
school juniors from both communities are selected evei-y year to participate in our year-long 
program of educational workshops, cultural activities, travel in the U.S. to places of significance 
lo both Blacks and Jews, public speaking, facilitating discussions wilh their peers on issues of 
discrimination, and leadership training. 

TInoughoul the year, both the Jewish and the Black students discover an enonnous 
amount about themselves as well as each other as they recognize and discuss both their similarities 
and their differences. Tliey go to each other's houses of worship; they leam about each other's 
culture, history and religions and about conteniporaiy issues facing them. Prejudice is replaced 
with facts, ignorance with knowledge, and suspicion with friendship as these Jewish and 
African-American young people learn and live together. 

I wish you could have seen the students last summer helping to rebuild Mt. Zion Baptist 
Cluu cli in Boligee. Alabama, one of the black churches that was bunied two winters ago. 
Wearing hard hats and their OUDC T-shirts, they cut and hung diywall, cleared debris and dug 
ditches. Hiey were rebuilding with love that which had been destroyed by hate. 

Wanting to leave a piece of themselves, the students wrote their names and Bible verses 
and Hebrew prayers on the diywall, and drew niezuzahs in the doorways. Tliey knew they'd be 
painted over, but they wanted to leave a piece of OUDC there. It was July 4th, and instead of 
celebrating history, they felt they were making it...living it. 

In Montgomery, they visited the Southern Poverty Law Center, met with fonner 
Governor George Wallace and were present during his historic meeting with James Hood, the 
student he had barred fi om the University of Alabama thirty years ago. Tliey also met with seven 
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ofthe incredible women who planned and carried out the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955-56. 
Tliey were so impressed with our OUDC students that they told them they were passing the 
torch on to them! 

In city after city, OUDC students absorbed, leamed, challenged, gave. At the end of the 
trip, all agreed their lives had been profoundly changed. 

The third and most important part of our program is facilitating discussions with peer 
groups on racial and religious discrimination issues and speaking about OUDC in schools, 
churches, synagogues and the community in various public forums. Tliey take their new wisdom 
and insights and use them to make a difference in our society. They are voices of hope and 
change. 

Given the experience of the first two classes, OUDC has become both a role model and 
a stepping stone: a role model for any two groups who want to build a productive 
relationship, and a stepping stone to black-white relations. 

Operation Understanding DC is already making a difference in the lives of its students and 
tlieir families, finends, and communities; but its momentum has not stopped here. OiJeiation 
Understanding San Diego has begun, using us as a model, and interest has come from 
Minneapolis, Norfolk and Charieston, S C. One of our long-term goals is to help change the 
face of race relations throughout the United States. 

Working with fiiture leaders is not enough - I'm too impatient - so two and a half years 
ago I began a montlily dialogue between area rabbis and Black ministers. Tliey have forged 
relationships and leamed an enormous amount about each other. And before that I started a 
Black and Jewish Women's Dialogue ~ we have been meeting regularly for three years. I'm also 
delighted to report that the parents of the students are meeting on a regular basis. I aim to end 
racism in my lifetime (I'm your age) and I know this can be done through small groups that leam 
fiom and listen to each other. All the people in 0|)eration Understanding DC are like pebbles in a 
pond. Tlieir actions are having a ripple effect throughout the community, the city and the 
counti'y. Just ask Sarah From. 

Enclosed is some information about us. I would love to have you meet the students 
sometime and share with you what they've leamed and how they are using their skills and 
knowledge to do what you and all of us want done with your race relations initiative. 

Karen Kalish 
President and Founder 

P.S. Operation Understanding DC is based on the simple idea that dialogue, understanding and a 
healthy respect for each other's experience in America is the first and most critical step to reaching 
our goals. We strongly believe that the surest way to build bridges is from the energy and vitality 
of the next generation. 



Colbert I. King 

Past Politeness and Into Honesty 
Whiie countleM aduJU have been Uviag out 

the year clenching Iheir teeth by day and 
liyperventiliUiiK at home by ni<ht oyer one 
raciaUy tinjjed muc or Mother, a tnulJ group 
ofyouogiUn haw been quietly maJoM »ufe 
tbey doSt end up le*iing the f ^ J ^ ^ 
live! Sev«teen .»a high • ^ . . • ' ^ S T 
nine Africu American and eight Jewi*"— 
h^Ii b̂ Tmeetiog J«.u.ry U. buiW a 
/uture in which their geoerauon wilJ bve 
wiihout ilienatioo and bitterness. What they 
bve achieved iB 12 noathi should put US to 

ia a town that worship* influence and pow­
er, these young people have Dcithcr. But when 
it cootea to tolerance, tru*t, and havwg Inend-
thips that cut aaoaa radaJ and reLgiou* lines, 
the/re up there with the best of their elders. 
Not that Ihey started out lhat way. 

Wheo they joined the first cUss of Opera­
tion Understanding. D.C;-a fledgling non­
profit orgaaiatioo out to revive the hjawncal 
reutiooship between Jews and African Amen-
caas through young people-many earned the 
ume heavy baggage that adulu well into their 
autunu yeara kiiU lug around. To be fcure, 

. they were bright, curious, committed lo their 
conununity. and loaded wilh leadership poten-
tjjj—all Ihe ihinga Operation Understandmg. 
D C wa» aeeking. But they also tracked in a 
fair iroount of ignorance, wspidon and preju-
dî e-some of which they acted out through 
words aad song during ao Operation Under­
standing reception for parenU and guesU a 
few v̂ elu ago. A small sample: . . . . 

Jamie: 1 know what U means to be bUck. 
How come it seenu lhat the Jews don I know 
what it means to be Jewish in Amencar 

Andrew S.: "How come blacka are w lazy? 
And how come ito many are oo weltarer 

Johnaihan: Isn't there a-Jewish YeUow 
Pages where Uiey can use their owo Uwyers 
and doctor* and accountanU and ooly go to 
store* owned by JewsT 

Emily: "Why «« black men acaryr 
Aiiba- 'How come Jews have all that mon­

ey? TVy bve the good We. How'd tbey get all 
thatmooeyanywayr 

Mimi: -How com* blacks *r« sucb gr.it 
dancers?* 

Vou get the picture; oiiiXnial. m*«»»ff̂  
tkw.7SMnderlItand.ng. These 
3 0 .̂ however, because they chose not to 

siiug and comfortabk with theur^^ 
ups. They began meeting jeveral. UfflW J 
S i h to get to know one another, to ta^ 
aTut each other's culture and history, o 
leam more about their own. They did., l do j 
through touchyfeely gab sesswas. They got 
into each other's lives. 

They went to DanieU's sister's bat milswhj 
it was Tiba's first time in a synagogue. Urn 
Sent to Tiba's church on Palm Sunday-bcr ^ 
first time in a black church. Everyone went to . 
Muhammad'amowjue in March. 

Tbey called on Capitol Hill and beard D.C. 
DeL Beanof Holmes Norton and other Uack 
awl Jewish members of Congress discuss bow . 

ranize of k)cal speakers-as a sign they were 
loo^ering and up for just »bout ŷUimfc 
they even endured part of an evenug with me. 
But they also got out of Washington and uuo 
communities that would gwe them • 
understanding of African AmerKan and Jewish 
cullures and collaborative history. 

Before their trip, however, they made • 
Shabbat dinner together. As youngsters of the 
•90*. they did it their way: a soul food Shah-
bat-tully equipped with fried chicken̂  b.*-
cuit̂  greens, sweet pottloe*. ""̂  
backed by lit candles, recitauon of the Mow 
^ prayer over tbe wioo. What can «y? 

And off they went to Crown Heights lo 
BrookJyn-both the [.ubavitcher and Afruan 
Awerioa wdea-Eto Islandaod̂ tU Je*rtsh_ 



that resonate with evil 
Museum, and ^If^UMigomery. 
rights history such as beuna, i«o" n 
B^gham and Charlesioa 

but despite P l ^ ' - S ^ i i ^ ^ 

^ ^-gh mô y. Maybe next year u. 
Jerusalem and Dfk*^ ĵ mie could 

But a lot was ̂ f ^ ^ ^ o t ^ Holocaust 
h„djy helî ve wlut hebearo tr 
survivors m AtlanU and «ew 
tSTto the Charleston Pjj 'J '^ ,7 ,u the 

' p ^ t u ^ B b e g a n -ng-
i ^ - y t c S i » a ( > ^ ^ in April: • ne* 

? i S l l S o r . begins next 
group U " t S i l l ^ ""-"Ŵ ' 
monlh. <^,'^f'„,iSolkrthey're long past 
uiUike most of us o ' * * ^ t h e y ' r e just 
^'"rffat^'be^^e" rtiy've gone 

& K l e ^ c c t trust each 

• r... and Jewish chauvinists 
Buck tor o S i o n Under­

cut there, bave •» lean " ^ ^ ^ 

tadal and reugioua now have a 

' W t f J i 2 e ? l ? r i & a * t culturaUnd 

'"^•^to^ruSTUo can be their 
J S i S S e t l ^ T h e y c v c n t h ^ 

kinetic (no other word for it) president. Karen 
KSopedtoach^vewhe^^^ 
D.C. progranu Th* former 
Negro College Fund preswcn 
U.S. «P'«*"f^"rf,JiSd£?i Phjadel-

in mind. who is 
As the program " T T ̂ rTvoice and 

e^^i -o f^TAf^^^-TB^^^ 
guests began to K^''"* J ^ j S m ' - * " " * 
X/rican Amencan. b e g a n ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Jewish eyes were full Those lean 

work around «̂»« ]*f/v*5r Belfast this 

week, and 20,000 ^vuig our 
be geanng up i<^^XXZli. But rest a^ 
C i S ^s'Ti'as'^SraU Understanduig;̂  
S t t« l"e conceded. America is gouig to 
be okay ia their haodŝ  -

TiuwnUr^ammUfoftiu^it^P^' 



Three-way celebration 
Photo by CliH Owen.The Washington Times 

Sixteen high school students from the region celebrate Hanukkah, Kwanzaa and Christmas 
yesterday afternoon in a special gathering in Northwest sponsored by Operation Understanding. 
Eight blacks and eight Jews participated; two fit into both categories. 

WASHINd lON. I) ( .. MOND.W. r)i;ciZMBi-;K <>. i m *. 



LIGHTING THE WAY TO UNDERSTANDING 

BY ABIS ECONOMOPOULOS FOR THE WASHINGTON POST 

Dunbar High School senior Megan Donovan, left, lights the Umoja candle, which symbolizes unity, with help 
from instructor Marsha Jones-Byron. The candles represent each of the seven days and principles of Kwanzaa, 
an African American celebration that begins Dec. 26. Watching the lighting is Montgomery Blair High School 
senior Jeff Waldstreicher. The students were participating in a program at the Northwest Washington home of 
the founder of Operation Understanding DC, a nonprofit educational leadership organization created to rebuild 
alliances between blacks and Jews. The 18 area students participating in the program learned about 
Kwanzaa; Hanukah, the eight-day Jewish Festival of Lights that began at sundown Thursday; and Christmas. 

DE(T;MI{KK IW6 



Washington Jewish Week, May 1, 1997 

Teens share their 
families and seders 

Operation Understanding builds bridges between students 

by Eric Fingerhut 
Editorial AssislanI 

For the first time, par­
ticipants in Operation 
Understanding/D.C, a 

program designed to "build 
bridges" between African-

and Virginia, attend educa­
tional workshops, go on a 
trip which take them to New 
York, Mississippi and Ala­
bama (where they celebrate 
"both Shabbats — Friday 
night and Sunday," accord­
ing to founder and president 
Karen Kalish), and attend a 
three-dav retreat in order to 

UNDERSTANDING — Marie and Steven Mackler of Takoma Park, Md., 
hosted an African-American family at their seder. 

Photo courtesy of Operation Understanding 

American and Jewish teens, 
celebrated Passover together. 
Af r i can-Amer ican high 
school students and their 
families celebrated the holi­
day by attending seders at 
the houses of Jewish stu­
dents on either the first or 
second night of Passover. 

Twenty-two students, 11 
African-American and 11 
Jewish, are participating in 
Operation Understanding/ 
D.C, now in its third year. 
Participants, who come from 
Washington, D.C, Maryland 

discuss discrimination and 
related topics. 

After the seders, each stu­
dent wrote a brief essay 
about his or her experience, 
some of which are excerpted 
below. 

In their essays, the Afri­
can-American students were 
generally surprised at how 
good the food was and at 
how comfortable they felt 
during the seder. They also 
said they leamed a great 
deal about the traditions of 
Passover. 

For example, William 
Gray from the School With­
out Walls, who attended a 
seder at Greg Bernard's 
house, wrote: "When I ar­
rived, I was welcomed by 
smiles and open arms. I felt 
as though I was being wel­
comed as one of the family 
.... I was a little nervous 
about having to taste maror 
and horseradish, but this 
was offset by the sweet and 
surprisingly good charoset. 

"For some reason, al­
though I may not have un­
derstood the Hebrew and 
some of the traditions, I felt 
comfortable participating 
with the family .... The more 
we know and experience 
about other groups of people 
can only help to bridge the 
understanding. This was a 
valuable experience that I 
will cherish and remember 
for a long time to come." 

Haynes Contee of Sidwell 
Friends School, who went to 
Yael Zakai's house, wrote: 
"Throughout the ceremony, 
each action was explained. 
So I always felt like I was a 
part of everything and I 
wasn't uncomfortable at all. 

"The food was very differ­
ent. Although I had heard of 
gefilte fish and matzah ball 
soup, I had never tried them 
until that night. The amount 
of wine we drank (the tradi­
tional four glasses] also sur­
prised me. I had to stop my­
self because I realized I 
would be driving home." 

Kerwin Speight of H.D. 
Woodson High School, who 
attended a seder at Sam 
Reiff-Paserew's house, wrote: 
"The Rieff-Paserews made 
my family feel very welcome 
.... Mr. Pasarew helped us to 



understand the meaning of 
the seder by carefully ex­
plaining the meaning of the 
passages we were reading .... 

"The food was plentiful 
and delicious .... I did not 
expect traditional items such 
as mashed potatoes, candied 
sweet potatoes and chicken. I 
was amazed at how delicious 
the desserts were that did 
not include any flour .... My 
father made the suggestion 
to the ReifT-Pasarews to cel­
ebrate Passover again next 
year and make this an an­
nual tradition for our fami­
lies." 

Gunella Fecadu of Ban-

neker Senior High School, 
who attended Risa Berkow-
er's seder, wrote: "Everybody 
around the table had a 
chance to read the Passover 
story, which not only helped 
me to understand but to feel 
what was going on. I under­
stood and felt the symbolism 
of the egg, the horseradish 
and salt water .... I was very 
impressed with the seder, 
and relished the food that I 
ate. 

"Celebrating the seder 
with Risa really gave me in­
sight and even more ap­
preciation for the Jewish re­
ligion and culture .... We 
must first understand each 

other and where we've come 
from, before we ... [can] 
know where we are going 
and what we are going to 
do." 

Many of the Jewish stu­
dents, in their essays, re­
marked that having the Afri­
can-American students at 
the seder helped them leam 
more about Passover. Risa 
Berkower of Georgetown Day 
School wrote: "It was very 
interesting to ... actually ex­
plain it and think about it 
instead of simply going 
through the motions. I found 
myself re-examining the 
story of Passover and its tra­
ditions and customs in order 
to tell Gunella about them, 
and even had to stop and 
think hard for a minute or 
two to answer all of her 
questions. 

"At the same time, how­
ever, the explanations were 

not too difficult because we 
did have some common 
ground: the story of the Isra­
elites' exodus from Egypt is 
common to both Judaism 
and Christianity. Because of 
all this I definitely got a lot 
more out of the service than 
usual and was prouder of it 
too .... I was also excited that 
[Gunella] liked the food — it 
reassured my occasionally 
wavering faith in how 'nor­
mal' Passover food can be." 

Ari Ingber, a junior at 
Charles E. Smith Jewish 
Day School, wrote: " I think 
having African-American 
families at our house trans­
formed our service into a 
true study about the Jews' 
history. Usually the 'Four 
Questions' are sung in a 
song, £uid they are the aame 
questions each year. To an­
swer these questions the 
adults usually read 8tr£Ught 
from the book we read on 
Pesach, called the Hag-
gadah. However, this Pesach 
was special because people 
that had never experienced a 
seder were there. 

"They asked the 'Four 
Questions' and this clarified 
to me why these are the 
basic four the Jews are re­
quired to ask and answer, 
but they also asked new and 
exciting questions. For every 
question there were 20 opin­
ions about what the answer 
was. 

'This led to discussions 
and learning. From this I ob­
served that it is the learning 
process that makes this holi­
day important. Not only did 
the Afi-ican-American fami­
lies leam about the Jews' 
history from their questions, 
but I did as well." 

Emily Pitlick. of Bethesda-
Chevy Chase High School, 
wrote that "to appreciate the 
seder ... is to share this exjje-
rience with others .... This 
year I was able to perform a 
twofold mitzvah of teaching 
others, as well as that of 
leaming from them .... What 
will stand out ... is the great 

joy I had in sharing my 
seder with my Operation Un­
derstanding/D.C. finends who 
had never had a chance ... to 
experience one before .... 

"This year was the first 
time that I was enthusiastic 
about continuing past din­
ner, and actually getting on 

my knees to search for the 
afikomen .... Quick to teach 
others the Passover story, I 
volunteered at every chance 
to lead, but knew when to 
stop, seeing how eager my 
African-American friends 
were to share in the leader­
ship as it passed around the 
table. This is the best way 
to know one's culture better. 
In explaining it to others, I 
was able to absorb more of it 
for myself, even i f I had to 
share the matzah ball soup 
with everyone else." 

Susan Baraett, who at­
tends the Charles E. Smith 
Jewish Day School, men­
tioned a common bond that 
Jews and African-Americans 
have: "Sharing my smces-
tors' story of slavery with 
my friend, whose ancestors 
were also in slavery, made 
this night even more mean­
ingful to me." • 



The Washington Times 

District News 

P h o t o by P e t e r A H a r n s T h e W a s h m g i o n T i m e s 

Karen Kal ish l istens to part ic ipants of Opera t ion Unders tand ing DC at the Shi loh Fami ly Life Center. 

Understanding is at her core 
Woman tries to pull 
blacks. Jews closer 

Fr o m her passionate con­
versat ions about r e l i ­
gious and rac ia l in ­
to le rance it's h a r d to 

detect that K a r e n K a l i s h g r e w 
up i n a St Louis household 
w h e r e J u d a i s m was never prac­
t iced a n d r e l i g i o n r a r e l y dis­
cussed. 

" N o w I ' m re 'a l ly J e w i s h " 
says M s . Ka l i sh , the founder 
and p res iden t o f Opera t ion Un 
de r s t and ing DC. Perhaps p r o u d 
and pers i s ten t a re be t ter adjec­
tives f o r the p u b l i c re la t ions 
maven o f K a l i s h C o m m u n i c a ­
t ions who "loves be ing Jewish." 

M s . K a l i s h is re lent less in 
her e f f o r t s to r e k m d l e and re­
b u i l d the h i s to r i c r e l a t i onsh ip 
between b lacks and Jews to 
w o r k f o r social change. 

" I f those w h o have s u f f e r e d 
in to le rance cannot l ea rn the les 
son o f m u t u a l acceptance, the 
ou t look is indeed bleak f o r na­
t iona l peace and harmony," Ms . 
K a l i s h reasons. 

W h o be t ter to conduct th i s 
r e f r e s h e r course w i t h than the 
coun t ry ' s f u t u r e leaders? l b 
that end , the A d a m s M o r g a n 
res ident took on the task o f 
b r i n g i n g O p e r a t i o n Under ­
s tand ing — a c ross -cu l tu ra l 
t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m — to the Dis­
t r i c t . 

" T h e y haven't been cor­
rup t ed yet." says M s . K a l i s h , 
49, o f today's you th . "Yes. 
they 've a l l heard the n - w o r d . 
and some o f t h e m the k - w o r d . 
but they don' t have a l l the bag­
gage adu l t s do. We've got 
s teamer t r u n k s , and they 've got 
c a r r y - o n luggage. To get r i d o f 
the c a r r y - o n luggage it 's a lot 
easier" 

"We have so many stories o f 
shared h i s to ry and shared 

By Adrienne T Washington g 

s t ruggles ." Ms . K a l i s h says, 
no t ing tha t b lacks and Jews 
f o r m e d the Na t iona l Associ­
a t ion f o r the Advancemen t o f 
Co lo red People in 1909 and 
m a r c h e d toge ther in the South 
d u r i n g the c i v i l r i g h t s move­
ment . 

Ms. K a l i s h insists on " h a l f 
and h a l f p a r t i c i p a t i o n in Op­
e ra t ion U n d e r s t a n d i n g DC: "1 
don't wan t pa te rna l i s t i c Jews 
do ing f o r A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s . I 
wan t l e a r n i n g together. " 

E igh t b lack and eight J e w i s h 
s tudents f r o m the area were 
chosen f o r the p r o g r a m and w i l l 
spend the next 18 months learn­
ing about each other 's c u l t u r e 
and h i s to ry and t r a i n i n g to be 
come g o o d w i l l ambassadors . 

"Sadly, i n D C. there are on ly 
a f ew places these k ids are in 
the same r o o m together," she 
says. 

Ms . K a l i s h is f i n a l l y real iz­
ing her d r e a m o f " b u i l d i n g an­
o the r gene ra t ion — and new 
genera t ions — of A f r i c a n -
A m e r i c a n s and Jews w h o know 
each other, respect each o the r 
and p i c k up the phone and get 
someth ing done together." 

D u r i n g the M a r t i n L u t h e r 
K i n g ho l iday weekend, the en­
thusias t ic h i g h school j u n i o r s 
ga thered at Shi loh F a m i l y L i f e 
Center to beg in Opera t ion U n ­
d e r s t a n d m g DC. 

As they e.xplained autobio­
g raph ica l posters. Jessica Co­
hen of the K e y School in Annap­
olis said. " I didn"t know how 

m u c h I have in c o m m o n w i t h st) 
many people here " 

Danie la Gerson o: Sidwell 
Fr iends said she knows f i r s t ­
hand hov. igr .oronce feels '".At 
my school, w h i c h t r ies to be y.u-
l i t i c a l l y co r rec t , there are swas­
t ikas put on the wal l s , and the 
school t r i es to cover t h e m up"" 

The teens at tend b i -mon th ly 
seminars , whe re they also learn 
how to conduct d ive r s i t y work­
shops They are r equ i r ed to 
host nine d u r i n g t h e i r senior 
yea?' They must also create and 
p roduce a p r o j e c t — e i the r a 
book, a play, or v ideo — to be 
presented to the e n t i r e c o m m u ­
n i t y upon c o m p l e t i o n o f the 
p r o g r a m . 

This s u m m e r .Ms. Ka l ish 
hopes to send the youths to Is­
rael and Senegal, depend ing on 
money boa rd m e m b e r s and par­
ents are able to raise. I f not 
abroad , the g roup w i l l t r ave l to 
the South and N e w "Vbrk C i t y 

In h igh school she t u to r ed 
b lacks , he lp ing t h e m to ob ta in 
t h e i r G E O W h i l e a t t end ing St. 
Louis U n i v e r s i t y — "a good 
Cathol ic schoo l" — she says 
" Selma happened."' 

Last year, Ms . K a l i s h expe­
r i enced ano ther awaken ing 
a f t e r hea r ing N a t i o n o f Is lam's 
K h a l i d A b d u l M u h a m m a d 
speak at H o w a r d Unive r s i ty . I n -
spite o f his a n t i - S e m i t i s m , she 
says, she also l ea rned a grea t 
deal about the b l acks ' "holo­
caust." M s . K a l i s h , a c o n t r i b u ­
tor to the Holocaus t M u s e u m , 
feels i t s u n f a i r tha t t he re isn"t a 
s i m i l a r s t r u c t u r e about s lavery 
a m o n g the m o n u m e n t s in the 
nation"s cap i t a l . 

W h i l e Opera t ion Under ­
s tand ing D C fosters be t ter rela­
t ionsh ips between b lacks and 
Jews. M s . K a l i s h is h o p e f u l 
the p r o g r a m w i l l be adopted na­
t i o n w i d e by o the r c ros s -cu l tu ra l 
o rganiza t ions . 
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Cheryl Yiadom (right) of Banneker High School lends a hand to Emily Pitlick of B-CC High as they two sketch their personalities as part of Operation Understanding 
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Cover Story 

'They're in for an intense leaming of other people' 
By Walden Slew 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES 

Asniper's bullet ended 
Mart in Luther 

A m King's l i fe 28 
X years ago, but 

^ ^ " ^ ^ the civil rights 
£ leader's dream 

. J L - . ^ ^ ^ continued yes­
terday afternoon in quiet fash­
ion. 

Twenty-one teen-agers. 11 
black and 10 Jewish, gathered to 
begin a yearlong process toward 
better understanding between 
their two cultures. 

All are members of Operation 
Understanding DC, a nonprofit 
group that promotes cooperation 
between blacks and Jews. 

Admittedly, Damien Fnerson, 
16, of Northeast, said social con­
science was not his initial mo­
tivation. 

Damien applied as a way to 
bolster his high school tran­
script. But in the application pro­
cess alone, his self-awareness 
grew as he discovered how little 
he knew about the Jewish cul­
ture. 

Such ignorance and misun­
derstanding often are the basis 
for racism, he said. 

"Lack of trust. At rimes you 
judge somebody's honesty or in­
tegrity on their race, not on their 
personality," Damien said. "It 
takes a while to do it [end rac­
ism!. Basically that's what I'm 
here to leam " 

As Americans today celebrate 
a national holiday in King's mem­
ory and participate in the pomp 
and circumstance of Inaugura­
tion Day, these teens from the 
Distnct. Maryland and Virginia 
are beginning to build bridges ol 
understanding through quiet 
discussion. 

As a first step yesterday, a 
facilitator led the teens in intro­
ductions, when individuals grew 
beyond being black and Jewish, 
emerging as sports standouts 
and club presidents and dream­
ers of high-paying jobs and .suc­
cess. 

In the downstairs den of her 
Northwest home, Karen Kalish, 
the founder and president of Op­
eration Understanding DC pre­
sided over a session that she says 
creates "pebbles in a pond." 

Last month, Ms Kalish. .SI, a 
communications consultant and 
former television reporter, intro­
duced the class to reporters at 
the 19th Street Baptist Church, a 
former synagogue in Northwest. 

"Racism is the No. 1 problem 
in this country. It affects every­
thing we do,'" Ms. Kalish said 
"They are pebbles in a pond, 
stepping stones and role models 
for any groups that want to get 
together."" 

Operation Understandings 
supporters include Black Enter­
tainment Tfelevision and f i lm di­
rector Steven Spielberg, who has 
made a $50,000 contribution. 

Through the yearlong pro­
gram, high school juniors take 
retreats, discuss each other's 
history, culture and religion and 
meet Jewish and black law­
makers and leaders. During the 
summer, they travel to sites of 

lews and blacks 
come tf̂ iether 
Understanding is program's goal 

Pnoro by Hciss D Franhhn Tho Wasnir.qton Times 

Daryn Dodson and Emily Pitlick chat yesterday as they take pan in Operation Understanding. 

Pixrtos by Daniel RosonbaurrvThe Wasbingicwi Times 

Jason Goins covers Mayor Marion Barry's Day ol Dialogue for the Jewish Forward. Karen Kalish (left) 
introduces herself to Dr. Carmen Carrington and Joanne Ginsberg at the discussion on race relations. 

significance to blacks and Jews 
About three years ago, Ms. 

Kalish got the idea to start the 
area chapter from the work of 
United Negro College Fund 
President Wilham H Gray I I I . 
The former House Democratic 
whip f rom Pennsylvania had 
launched Operation Under­
standing in Philadelphia in 198.S 
after discussions with American 

Jewish Commi t tee leader 
George Ross. 

Tbday, M r tiray talks about 
the program's alumni with pride 
and praises the D C. group. 

"All of them still testify that 
the Operation Understanding 
experience changed their lives 
Tm talking about kids now who 
are doctors and lawyers and 

Ph.Ds and journalists,"" M r Gray 
.said. 

Atiba de Souza, an 18-year-old 
freshman at the University of 
Mainland, was a member of the 
f i rs t local Operation Under­
standing class, which began Jan. 
KS, 199.S — the date of King"s ac­
tual birthday 

"They"re in for an intense 
leaming of other people and 

other cultures, but also them 
selves,"" M r de Souza said of the 
new recruits dunng last week s 
"Day of Dialogue " on race rela 
tions organized by Mayor Mar­
ion Barry 

At the seminar, program 
alumnus Jason Goins. a 17.year-
old student f rom the Barrie 
School, worked as a reporter for 
the Jewish Forward newspaper 
covering the event 

Originally from TVinidad, M r 
de Souza said he saw Operation 
Understanding DC as an oppor­
tunity to lead similar events and 
to leam more about black Amer­
icans. 

"Anybody who sees me 
doesn't think about a "IVinidad-
ian. They automatically think 
that I m African-American, and 
I needed to know what people 
thought of me," he said 

At the University of Mary­
land, M r de Souza has designed 
a foram on race relations and 
acts as a facilitator in group dis­
cussions on race and other is­
sues. 

Ms. Kalish and other organiz­
ers point to program alumni as 
the future"s leaders. 

" I t changes individual lives 
and changed individual lives 
change communities," M r Gray 
said. 

Emily Levin, 19, of North­
west . a freshman at Barnard Col­
lege in the Harlem section of 
New York City, also was in the 
original class Her decision to at­
tend school in Harlem basically 
came because "Harlem is the 
center of black-Jewish tensions,"" 
she said. 

The group already has left its 
mark in South Carolina, where, 
while on a tour of a plantation, 
some students were upset that 
slavery never was mentioned. 

"We imagined what it was like 
if we went to a Nazi"s home, and 
they didn"t mention the Holo­
caust,"" Miss Levin said. 

After some students sent let­
ters of complaint and attracted 
media interest, the tour was 
changed to include an account of 
slavery. 

"We really did make a differ­
ence in South Carolina and to all 
those people who go to the plan­
tation," Miss Levin said. " I t 
really has made a huge differ­
ence on my life, and a lot of other 
people." 

Next month, the new class 
will participate in a weekend re­
treat in which they wil l discuss 
issues of race and participate in 
exercises such as ' the fish bowl.'" 
In It. the black students might 
talk as they would in the comfort 
of their culture, speaking can­
didly about experiences like be­
ing watched by store owners 
when entering a shop, or being 
passed over by taxi drivers de­
spite being dressed well. Later, 
the Jewish students do the same. 

Such discussions ultimately 
teach the teens lessons they can 
use to bridge misunderstand­
ings, Ms. Kalish said. 

"They hear things they would 
have never heard any other way, 
and they hear things that change 
their lives,"" she said. 

* M E T H O P O U I A N "PMES MONDAY. JANUARY 20. 1997 C5 



Washington Jewish Week, May 15, 1997 

BLACK-JEWISH RELATIONS 

Rebuilding old partnerships 
OUDC begins third year 

by Lynne Meredith Cohn 
Special 10 WJW 

O peration Understand­
ing D.C. started in the 
fertile brain of Karen 

Kalish and in three yetirs 
has grown to be what some 
see as a model for black-
Jewish student programs. 

Kalish, the executive direc­
tor and founder of the Wash­
ington version of Philadel­
phia's Operation Under­
standing, which ia not affili­
ated with OUDC, thinks it 
is. She says blacks and Jews 
are "absolutely" represented 
equally. 

"It starts before the trip," 
says Kalish. "[Rabbi] Jack 
Moline teaches Jewish his­
tory for a couple of hours. A 
different rabbi comes and 
talks about Judaism, the life 
cycle events and the calen­
dar year. This yetir Rabbi 
[Brucel Ait spoke and last 
year Rabbi [David] Zemel." 

The first year, eight black 
and eight Jewish high school 
juniors joined to explore the 
histories of Americans of Af­
rican descent and of the Jew­
ish faith. 

Originfdly, Kalish wanted 
the program to culminate in 
a trip abroad, to Senegal and 
Israel, like the Philadelphia 
program does. But due to a 
lack of ftaiding, she went 
with plan B — a trip 
through several Amencan 
states crucial to the history 
of both groups — and de­
cided that the second plan 
was actually better. 

"This program is about re­
building, recreating the rela­
tionship between blacks and 
Jews in America, and we 
should know our culture in 
this country first-hand. One 
does not need to go to Israel 
to leam about American 
Jews, and one does not need 
to go to Senegal to leam 
about being black in Ameri­
ca," Kalish says. 

So students stop in New 
York City, with visits to Ellis 
Island, the Lower East Side, 
the Jewish Museum, Har­
lem, the Schomburg Center 
for Black Culture and lUs-
tory. 

The rest of the trip is con­
centrated in the South. 

They visit Charleston, 
SC., "because it was the 
entry point for slaves and 
eilso where more Jews lived 
in this country between 1820 
and 1870 than suiy place in 
the country. And it was the 
home of the oldest Reform 
synagogue in America, K.K. 
Beth Elohim." 

They also visit Atlanta, 
the home of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and other 
sites important to African 
Americans. In-depth stops 
in Birmingham, Ala., Phila­
delphia, Miss, and Memphis, 
Tenn. follow. Institutions 
and sites important to the 
civil rights movement, and 
local synagogues and Jewish 
community centers are on 
the itinerary. 

Kalish is sensitive to Jew­
ish observances. On the 
three yearly retreats, stu­
dents are told to arrive by 4 
p.m. — before Shabbat starts 

— and whatever the pro­
gram, they always observe 
Shabbat and Havdalab, she 
stiid. The kids lead services. 

"On the trip, we celebrate 
Shabbat every Friday night," 
aaid Kalish. The group also 
attends church on Sundays 
and abul on Saturdays — 
Kalish said the group has 
Reform, Conservative and 
Orthodox options. 

But there have been no 
kids who identify as Or­
thodox in OUDC "because 
the kids go to a church, and 

. it's against the law halachi-
cally to go to a church." This 
year's students who belong 
to Orthodox abula are them­
selves not strictly observant. 
But OUDC is "open to any­
one who is Sbomer 3habl>at 
or kosher," Kalish said. 

Professor Russell Adams, 
chairman of Howard Univer­
sity's Afiro-American Studies 
department, says the pro­
gram is well-grounded in Af­
rican-American history. 

The individuals who teach 
the youngsters about black 
history include Adams, Prof. 
Reynaud Smith, a history 
specialist in the D.C. public 
schools, former Georgia 
State Representative Julian 
Bond and members of Shiloh 
Baptist Church in Northwest 
Washington, who speak on 
church history and black ao-

See OUDC, page 42 



OUDC 
From page 13 
cial issues. 

Kalish is convinced that 
Operation Understanding of­
fers a wealth of information 
about both groups' histories 
in a tight time frame. 

The student selection pro­
cess has gotten more strin­
gent since the program 
began, she said. "The 
African-Americfin has to be 
of African descent but has to 
have been living in this 
country for five years at 
least. They have to have had 
the black experience, know 
what it feels like to be black 
in America. Because this 
program is not only what we 
can give to the students but 
what are they bringing to 
the program and each other," 
Kalish added. 

"The Jewish students have 
to be Jewish. Initially that 
could have meant a Jewish 
mother and a Christmas 
tree. In the beginning we 
just took a Jewish student — 
[we] had a Jewish student 
from Israel who never had a 
seder ... no traditions in 
their home at all. We want 
students who [are] bringing 
their Judaism and their tra­
ditions," said Kalish. 

"We dont insist on sjma-
gogue affiliatum, but they 
have to have a Jewish home 
and Jewish traditions and 
know about Judaism because 
they are teaching each 
other." 

Each year, more students 
have applied. This year, 
which inaugurated Class III 
on the weekend celebrating 
President's Day and King's 
birthday, there are 24 kids, 
compared with 18 last year 
and 17 the year before. 

From year-to-year, the cur­
riculum keeps changing. 

Now, OUDC has an "entire 
program on slavery, the Ho­
locaust, we went to Easter 
services together, had a pro­
gram on religion — Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam, life 
cycle events plus the calen­
dar year — [and an) entire 
weekend on the dvil ri^ts 
movement," Kahsh said. 

And with more money 
coming in this year, OUDC 
can do more. The fimding 
base "has gotten broader and 
broader," but the largest fi­
nancial supporter "continues 
to be the Righteous Persons 
Foundation," Kalish said, 
which gave a $60,000 grant 
over a two-year period. 

In addition, the Cafiitz 
Foundation, Michael Stein-
h a r d t , F a n n i e Mae, 
churches, synagogues, family 
foundations and individuals 
have contributed to OUDC. 
"The students have to fund-
raise fi-om fiiends and family 
and neighbors when they 
come back from the trip." 

The budget for Class UI is 
$150,000 this year, including 
the trip. Previous btidgets 
were smaller. 

"We want to get as big as 
we can without losing the in­
timacy," said Kalish. 

The students pay nothing 
for the program, but Class 
IV participants will, she 
noted. 

OUDC apparently has in­
spired other cities to foUow 
suit, including San Diego, 
Charleston, Norfolk, Va. and 
MinneapoUs. 

It used to be that if a stu­
dent could not take the trip, 
he or she could not partici­
pate in any of the program. 
Now, Kalish lets non-
travelers in. 

The goals are to recreate 
the relationship [betweeo 
blacks and Jews)," she said, 
in a three-part effort: an ed­
ucational element, the t i ^ 
and facilitating programs 
and public speaking in the 
community after partidpaoto 
get back. 

Kalish calls the students 
"racism eradicatora»" llMgr 
must agree with W "thAt 
racism is the ooaiher oae 
problem in this country 
radsm and anti-semitism." • 



T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

W A S H I N O T O N 

July 1, 1997 

Ms. Linda ICnox 
Coordinator for the Sesquicentennial 
St. Paul's School 
Brooklandville, MD 21022 

Dear Ms. Knox: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your letter and invitation to deliver a keynote address at St. 
Paul's in the coming year . 

I have forwarded your letter to Patti Solis Doyle, 
Director of Scheduling for the First Lady, and she will be in 
touch with you as to whether or not it will be possible . 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



ST. PAULS 

Ms. Melanne Verver 
Oftlce ofthe First Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W 
Washington, D C. 20500 

June 20, 1997 

Dear Ms. Verver, 

St. Paul's School is celebrating the \ SOth anniversary of its founding in the school year 1998-
1999, and in conjunction with our sesquicentennial, we are inviting people interested in 
educational issues to speak to our community. Our school is co-ed pre-first through fourth grade 
and boys in grades five through twelve, with an Episcopal tradition. 

1 know Mrs. Clinton is very committed to education; her book and recent articles in The New 
Yorker and The Ballimore Sun testily to her deep involvement. 

We would be extremely honored if Mrs Clinton would be a keynote speaker some time 
during that year. I believe she would have a great deal to say about the responsiblities of young 
men of privilege. Single-sex education, national standards, ethics, and the privatization of 
education are all issues which would be of interest to us as well; however, we would welcome her 
remarks on any topic of her choice 

1 have enclosed a pamphlet which describes our school more fully. 1 do hope Mrs. Clinton 
will consider accepting our otTer. 

Sincerely yours, 

Linda D Knox 

Coordinator for the Sesquicentennial 

sr Paul s School 
Brooklandville. Maryland 21022 

410 825 440<> 
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T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

W A S H I N O T O N 

July 24, 1997 

Mr. Valeriy Kuchinsky 
Charge d'Affaires 
Embassy of Ukraine 
3350 M Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Mr. Kuchinksy: 

Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter and the 
wonderful momcntos from the Vladimir Horowitz International 
Competition for Young Pianists. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



July 24, 1997 

Mr. Valeriy Kuchinsky 
Charge d'Affaires 
Embassy of Ukraine 
3350 M Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Mr. Kuchinksy: 

Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter and the 
wonderful momentos from the Vladimir Horowitz International 
Competition for Young Pianists. r 

Thanks for writing and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



rioconbCTBO YKpamii 
y CnonyMeHnx LLlTaTax AMepMKM 

Embassy of Ukraine 
3350 M Street, N.W., Washinglon, D.C. 20007 

Tel.: (202) 333-0606. FAX (202) 333-0817 

# 1806 July 8, 1997 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Assistant to the President 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Melanne, 

Please f ind attached hereto the letter of Mr.Olexander Omelchenko, Mayor 
of Kyiv, who on behalf of the organizers of Vladimir Horowitz International 
Competiton for Young Pianists conveys his sincere gratitude to the First Lady for 
her greetings sent to the participants of the competition. 

Enclosed herewith is also a booklet with general information on this 
competition, a pin and a medal for the competition winners. 

Looking forward to further cooperation. 

Valeriy Kuchinsky 
Charge d'Affaires a.i. 

Enclosure 

Documents 



T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

July 24, 1997 

Mr. Fred Kammer 
Catholic Charities USA 
1731 King Street 
Suite 200 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

1 ^ 
Thank you very much for your letter and invitation to 

the First Lady to participate in the Third Annual Men's March 
Against Violence in October. 

We have forwarded your request to Patti Solis-Doyle, 
Director of Scheduling for the First Lady, and she will be in 
touch. However, it is unlikely Mrs. Clinton will be able to 
accept because of significant commitments scheduled for 
October. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

lelanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



Catholic 
Charities 
USA 

July 21, 1997 

Mrs. Melanne Verveer 
OtTice ofthe First Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Melanne: 

The attached correspondence between the sponsors and The White House 
concerns the Men's March Against Violence in Hawaii. Our Catholic Charities 
director, Jerry Rauckhorst, is supporting this request to the President (or the First 
Lady) and asked me to follow up with you. 

Tiie scheduling would be adjusted lo the schedule ofthe President or First Lady, 
within the framework of any Monday through Friday in October at noon 

Episcopal Liaisoii 
Ilif Mosl RevtiiRiKl 
Joseph M. Sullivan. DD 

Cliaii 

Ml Paliick J. Joliiisoii, JI 

Vici; Cliaii 

Ms Bualiiz Dia/ Taveias 

Scoiclaiy 

Ms Kalfileen McGowaii 

Iftasiiief 

Mf Laify Blaiikiiistii|i, Ji. 

PiesidenI 

Ri;v [led Kanifiief, SJ 

Maybe they could use some free time in October on the beach in Hawaii. 

If you need any further inforination, please contact the original signers ofthe 
November 1996 letter or Jerry Rauckhorst at (808) 537-6321 ext 301 or FAX 
Jeriy at (808) 523-8773 They would appreciate a further response as soon as 
possible as tlieir planning is on hold for now pending this reciiiest. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention and consideration 

Sincerely yours. 

Fred Kammer, SJ 
President 

1/31 Kiiiy 
Siieel • 
Sllili: 200 • 
Alecaiidiia 
Viiyiiiia 

1T:M ' 
Phone' 
(703) 549-1310 
Fax 
(703) 549-1656 

Two attachments. 

cc: Jerry Rauckhorst 
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November 13, 1996 

President William Jefferson Clinton 
The White House 
Washington. DC 

Dear President Clinton, 

(•©IPY 

Hmh Cttriimtr. 
JM BInem 

Congratulations on your well deserved re-election victory. Please know that you, the 
First Lady, and Chelsea have our warmest wishes and prayers for the coming years We, the 
steering committee for Honolulu's Hu.'4 Z^/;*^ \/iMf^ would like to extend our 
Aloha to you and your family, along with a very special invitation. 

Mr. President, we know that you are aware of the pain and suffering experienced in 
domestic violence, and we agree with you that it is a critical, national issue. This year has seen 
an increase in domestic violence related deaths around America. Women and children 
continue to be victims of tenror, intimidation, abuse, and murder within their own homes. 
Sources indicate that the rate of domestic violence related murders in Hawai'i is twice the 
national average. As you have been our nation's leader in speaking out against violence, we 
would like to formally invite you to travel to Hawai" i and lead October 1997's 3rd annual 

The N<̂  4 ĵAiMl V<dt*̂  is a unique and significant event that is now in its 
third year. As you have proclaimed, the month of October is Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month. From its national observance has grown a tradition here in Hawai" i, On the 2nd or 
3rd Thursday oflhe month of October, wc call on all men to join together in one voice to 
denounce violence within our families and communities This is done through participating in 
a noontime march though downtown Honolulu, followed immediately by a rally. 

We can think of no betier opportunity for you Mr. President, to once again call the 
citizens ofour narion to task on this critical issue. We can think of no better voice than that of 
ou. nation's, and perhaps the world's highest office holder to guide and influence the men of 
our community Here in Hawai'i, we believe that it does "take a village". And in our village, 
we hold one another accountable for our behavior. In our village, men openly accept 
responsibility for our actions, Won't you please lead us next year in our call for all men to 
participate in bringing an end to domestic violence? 

We have not yet chosen which Thursday in October to hold our annual Nt#.'4 
^iM*^. We would be honored by your acceptance of this invitation and await your 

response, If you prefer a telephone response, please contact Mr, Bloom at 235-8515, Ms. 
Kreidman at 534-0040, or Dr. Lanzilotti at 527-531 1. For your consideration, we have 
enclosed articles from previous marches Mahalo Nui Loa for your consideration, 

Very Gratefully "Yours, 

Joseph R. Bloom Nanci Kreidman 

ll ihihj ill M\/)/ wj iittjn -;JS /^^^ 

Dr, Salvatore Lanziloiti 

JUL 02 '97 18=07 B08 523 8773 PfiGE.02 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HIN GTO M 

January 22, 1997 

Joseph R. Bloom 
Nanci Kreidman 
Dr. Salvat:ore Lanzilocci 
Men's March Against Violence 
c/o CCFS, #200 
200 North Vineyard Boulevard 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 

Dear Mr. Bloom, Ms. Kreidman, and Dr. L a n z i l o t t i : 

Thank you f o r i n v i t i n g President C l i n t o n to lead the Third 
Annual Men's March Against Violence i n October. The President 
has asked us to convey his appreciation f o r your kind o f f e r . 

At: t h i s time, we are unable to make a commitment to your 
request. However, please be assured that we w i l l keep your 
i n v i t a t i o n on f i l e f o r f u r t h e r consideration. 

On behalf of the President, thank you again f o r your 
thoughtful i n v i t a t i o n . 

Sincerely, 

Ste^h^nit S. S t r e e t t 
D i r e c t o r of Scheduling 

Anne Hawley 
Director of Scheduling 

SSS/AH/hxa 

JUL 02 '97 18:07 808 523 8773 PAGE.03 
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Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
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September 4, 1997 

Ms. Wendy Kopp 
President 
Teach for America 
20 Exchange Place, 8th Floor 
New York, NY 10005 

Dear Wendy: 

Thank you very much for your letter and invitation to 
the First Lady to participate in Teach For America week in 
October 1997. 

Regrettably, Mrs. Clinton is unable to accept your kind 
invitation due to various schedule conflicts, but sends her best 
wishes for a successful event. She had really hoped to do this 
but it just won't be possible. 

Thanks and best wishes in the very important work you 
do every day. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chiefof Staff to 

the First Lady 



( ) |K' ; i l l (."liildix n 111 l l i i s m i i i o i i w i l l IKU'C l l i i . ' ( i p p o i i u n i i N ' lo ; i i i ; n n ;in C\LcllcnnTtft-H^rm 

T E A C H F O R A M E R I C A 

i \ lLi: i i l lK' Vi.-| \'cci" 

( liiel ol .Sl;ill (11 i hc I 'lisl I ,ai.l\' 

( >l I KC ol I lu- I ' l i sl 1 , :KIV 

( ) l i l l-.xiLLiiivc O i l i e r Hiii lJin;j , 

R o o m 100 

\V;isliiii;j,U)ii. D( : 20S()0 

! ll MT .Mciaiiiic. 

•r s lO V [OA- J 

l l was W O I K I C I I U I lo have ihc cliaiicc lo sec Mrs. C.linron sjicak in .Salzlnii't;. .She was 

M> \\annl\- receiv'cd; llic pailicipanis in ilic .Sal/.hiii-i; .Seminar ravetl ahoiii her rhroii<;hoLir 

I l ie rcsi o l l he week! 

As I mentioned, we would be absolutely honored ro have Mrs. C l i n t o n participate 

in l eacli F'or America Week, our naiionwitle event iliar wi l l call upon successlul Americans 

l i i i i n . i l l vvalks ol lile to share their knowledi;e and expertise wi th urban and rural students 

in rhe classrooms oh otir corps members throughout the week o f October 20-24, 1997. 

I Ills e\eiii wi l l OLLur siimilianeoiisly in Baltimore, the Bay Area, Houston, L.os 

,\iii;eles, lhe Mississifii^i Delta, New York Ci ty , New jersey, Phocni.x, New Orleans, the 

Kio ( HMiule Vallev, and Washington, D C . Participants select any day and hout dur ing this 

\ \ \ c l \ lo leach .1 I. I.iss on a lopic of iheir choice m one ol these areas across ihe country. 

I hank \'ou so much lor your (lersonal help wi th ihis. I have enclosed an uiidated list 

ol co i i l i r i i ied |-)ari iei|"ianis for your in lormat ion and would welcome lhe chance ro r.ilk 

lunher alioui the (lossihiliiy. I can he reached at 212-425-9039, x l 7 5 . 

Very S y sincerely. 

Jl> h.in:;. I ' U . - , Sil i r i .M. i . N i w V i . i k . N V liHiiis Mi . i - . : i .'! i J ^ . ' i i i . i ' i I \ \ ; I : i JS-'i . h l i i i nn. 



October 2 0 - 24, 1997 

What 

Teach For America Week is a nationwide event tliar calls upon successful Americans from all 

walks o f life to spend one hour sharing their knowledge and expertise wi th urban and rural 

students in the classrooms of Teach For America corps members. 

Why 

• To provide thousands o l the nations most underserved students with positive role models. 

• To help notable Americans gain a greater knowledge o f t he realities and po.ssibilities lacing 

students in urban and rural public schools. 

Where 

This event wi l l occur simultaneously in ten areas across the nation dur ing the week of 

October 20 - 24, 1 997. Participants wi l l select any day and hour dur ing this week to teach a 

class on a topic of their choice in one ot the fol lowing cities: 

• Baltimore 

• Bay Area: Oakland, East Palo Alto, San fuse 
• Houston 

• Los Angeles: Ci>m[>t(in, Long Beach, Pasadena, L.A. Unified 
• Mississippi Delta 
• New Jersey: Newark. Paterson, East Orange, Hillside, fersey City 
• New York City: Washington Heights, the Bronx 
• South Lousiana: Nen> Orleans, Baton Rouge, rural parishes 
• Texas Rio Grande Valley 

• Washington, D.C. 

Conf i rmed Part ic ipants Inc lude 

James Carville, political strategist 
Harrison Ford 
Arianna Hutflngton, syndicated columnist, author, & Chair, Center for Effective Compassion 
Tom Kean, Presirient of Drew University & former Governor of New fersey 
Sherry Lansing, Chairman & CEO, Motion Picture Group, Paramount Studios 
Edward James Olmos 
Ron Meyer, President & COO, Universal Studios 
Cokie Roberts, Co-Anchor, ABC News This Week & National Public Radio commentator 
George S\m\(z, former U.S. Secretary of State 
George Srephanopoulos, former Senior Advisor to the President 

Publ ic Re la t ions Commit tee 

The fol lowing public relations professionals are providing their time and expertise to ensure 

the success ofTeacli For America Week acro.ss the country: 

Richard Edelman, President and CEO, Erlelman Public ReLuions Worldwide • Bill Oliver, Vice 
President, Public ReLitions, AT&T • Mike O'Neill, Senior Vice President of Communications, 
American Express • D'i:in:i Vc.nson, Public Affiirs Director, T\me Magazine • Gus Weill, 
Chairman, U.S. Corporate/Financial Practice, Burson Marstcller 

B a c k g r o u n d 

Teach For America is the national teacher corps of outstanding recent college graduates of all 

academic majors who commit rwo years to teach in under-resourced urban and rural public 

schools. Each year, 1,000 corps members reach more than I 00,000 students across the nation. 

For more informarion, please contact Marcie Evans at 21 2-425-9039, ext. 1 17. For media 

information or requests, please contact Chr is t ineThelmo at ext. 131. 



October 20 - 24, 1997 

W h a t 

Teach For America Week is a nationwide event that calls upon successtul Americans from all 
walks of life to spend one hour shating their knowledge and expertise with urban and rural 
students in the classrooms of Teach For Americ.i corps members. 

W h y 

• l b provide thousands ofthe nation's most underserved students with positive role models. 
• To help notable Americans gain a greater knowledge ofthe realities and possibilities facing 

students in urban and rural public schools. 

Where - _ 
This event will occur simulranecvusly in nine areas acro.ss the nation during the week of 
October 20 - 24, 1 997. Participants will select any H:iy and hour during rhis week ro teach a 
claty«t^-;t-tap.k;-e>f-theirrhbice injjus of the following cities: 

• Baltimore 
• Bay Area: Oakland, East Palo Alto, San fuse 
• Flouston 
• Los Angeles: Comptun, Long Beach, Pasadena, L.A. Unified 
• Mississippi Delta 
•N"w Jersey: Ni'wark. Pate'-<oii East Oriingi-, 'lillside, leriey City 
' New York City: Washinglon Heights, the Bronx 
• South Lousiana: New^Orleans, Baton Rouge, rural parishes 
• Washington, D.C. 

C o n f i r m e d P a r t i c i p a n t s i n c l u d e 

• James Carville, political strategist 
• Harrison Ford 
• Arianna Huffington, syndicated columnist, author, dr Chair, Center for Effective Compassion 
• Tom Kean, President of Drew University dr former Governor of New Jersey 

• Sherry Lansing, Chairman dr CEO, Motion Picture Group, Paramount Studios 
• Edward James Olmos 
• Ron Meyer, President & COO, Universal Studios 
• Cokie Roberts, Co-Anchor, ABC Neius This Week dr National Public Radio commentator 
• Andrew Shue, actor dr founder of Do Something 
• George Shultz, former U.S. Secretary of Slate 
• George Stephanopoulos, former Senior Advisor to the President 

B a c l c g r o u n d 

Teach For America is the national teacher corps of outstanding recent college graduates of all 
academic majors who commit two years to teach in under-resourced urban and rural public 
schools. Each year, 1,000 corps members reach more than 100,000 students acro.ss the nation. 

For more information, please contact Marcie Evans at 212-425-9039, ext. 1 17. For media 
information or requests, please contact Christine Thelmo at ext. 131. 



Teach For America Week 

CONFIRMED PARTICIPANTS 
BAY AREA 
Yvette del Prado Vice Presidenl, External Affairs, Silicon Graphics 
Les Denend CEO. Network General 
Kristin Folkl U.S. Volleyball Assoc. 3 time nat'l champion, Olympic hopeful 
Ron Jones CEO & President of Colossal Graphics 
Nancy Pedot former CEO of Gymboree 
George Shultz former U S Secretary of State 
Skip Wyatt Western Regional /Manager, IBM Corporation 

LOS ANGELES 
Arianna Huffmgton nationally syndicated columnist, author & Chair of Center for Effet 
Sherry Lansing Chairman and CEO, Paramount Motion Pictures Group 
Ron Meyer President & COO, Universal Studios 
Edward James Olmos Actor, Producer - Olmos/Miller Productions 
Gene Reynolds President, Directors Guild of America & Emmy Award-winning proi 
Andrew Shue actor & co-founder of Do Something 

MISSISSIPPI DELTA 
Theresa Aun CNN/TIME Impact Magazine 
Larry Brown author 
Mae Bertha Carter civil rights activist 
Bartara Ens Old author 
Bill Ferris Director, Center for the Study of Southern Culture 
Lorna Gentry professional magazine photographer 
Tim Lee author 
Roger Malkin President, Delta Pine & Land Co. 
Lynn McKnight author 
Tom Rankin author 
Aleda Shiriey author 
Charles Wilson author 

NEW JERSEY 
Tom Kean President of Drew University and former governor ot New Jersey 

NEW YORK 
Rudy Crew Chancellor ol NYC Public Schools 
MatV. Green New York City Public Advocate 
Harrison Ford actor 
Jack Haire Publisher, Time Magazine 
Chip Jackson musician, Billy Taylor Trio 
Ken Lerer Partner, Robinson, Lerer, Montgomery 
Anne Rosenzweig Chef/Owner of Arcadia Restaurant & The Lobster Club 
Nancy Sharkey Educational Editor of The New York Times 
George Stephanopoulos Former Senior Advisor to the President & visiting professor at Coi 

SOUTH LOUISIANA 
Ian Arnof President and CEO, First Commerce Corp 
Harold Battiste jazz musician 
Paul Pastorek lawyer for the Board of Elem. and Sec Education 

Team Players Zephyrs minor league baseball team 
Dr. Bob Wimpleberg Dean of Education, Univ. of New Orleans 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
James Carville political strategist 
Terry Orr Former Washington Redskin 
Cokie Roberts Co-Anchor, ABC News This Week S NPR Commentator 
David Tatel United States Circuit Court Judge 



September 17, 1997 

Ms. Annette Kane 
Executive Director 
National Council otXatholic Women 
1275 K Street, N'W 
Suite 975 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Amiette: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for the NCCW 
press release on the "Chila Matter" project. IJiave given the 
materials to the First Lady/'-'̂ -̂ *'—-*' cL.-«-----C-»̂ -«--î J2_̂  

Thanks for writing and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



M A T I O N A L C O U S M C I L O F C A T H O L I C W O M E N 
1275 K Street, N.W, Suite 975, Washington, DC 20005 

(202) 682-0334 Fax (202) 682-0338 

Since 1920 serving church and society through women's organizations 

September 5, 1995 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Melanne: 

Enclosed is a press release on NCCW's campaign to raise public awareness about abused and 
neglected children. 

We hope you will bring the "Children Matter" project to the attention of Mrs. Clinton. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Annette Kane 
Executive Director 

J o a n M c G r a t h 

Pre.sident 

K. L a V e r n e R e d d e n 

1 st V i c e P res iden t 

Ka t t i r yn B o n n e r 

2 n d V i c e P res i den t 

Ju l ie F rench 

3rd V i ce Pres iden t 

Pat r i c ia Voo r t i es 

S e c r e t a r v 

J a c q u e i y n Ke l le r 

T reasu re r 

A n n e t t e P. K a n e 

E x e c u t i v e D i rec to r 



NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 
1275 K Street, N.W., Suite 975 

Washington, DC 20005 

For Immediate Release 
Date: September 9, 1997 

Contact: Marie R. Wood 
(202) 682-0334, ext. 101 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN'S 

DOLL CAMPAIGN fflGHLIGHTED AT ITS 

CONVENTION 

WASHINGTON, D.C- Over 100 cardboard dolls, each dressed in new toddler's clothing, 
will be on display at the 1997 National Council of Catholic Women's Convention in 
Orlando, Florida October 5-8. They are part of NCCW's "Children Matter", or Doll 
Campaign, and will be a focal point of its convention. Each doll will represent a specific 
child who has been a victim of neglect, violent crime or abuse, with his or her true story 
written on a card anchored with a ribbon or yarn around the doll's neck. 

Started last year by NCCW's Community Concerns Conrniission, the Doll Campaign's 
purpose is to make NCCW's members and the public more aware of the growing plight of 
abused and neglected children. Each doll has a name on its necklace telling that child's 
story, such as "Molly", who at seven months was brought to the hospital with broken arms, 
legs, and a concussion and who is now in physical therapy and living in a foster home; or 
"Sandy", who, neglected by her alcoholic mother, wandered alone into an apartment pool 
and was miraculously rescued from drowning by an alert building guard; or "Katie", a 12-
year old who was beaten by her father because she walked home from school with a male 
classmate. 

The children's stories will be used not only to build public awareness of child abuse but also 
to mobilize volunteers and impact public policy for children. The dolls are being distributed 
to the offices of public officials, media, business and community leaders as well as public 
places like churches, restaurants, parks, hospitals, and schools. Each community is using 
the dolls to enhance a project for children in that community, such as fundraising to help 
an already established support agency or to start one in the community. 

-MORE-

NEWS RELEASE 



Diane Falash, Chair of NCCW's Community Concerns Commission, hopes that the Doll 
Campaign will be more than a one-year project, "that it will be a continuing program at 
least for several more years." She adds, " Child abuse is increasing by leaps and bounds, 
in this country. We all know that it [child abuse] is around, but if it doesn't affect us 
personally we sometimes need to be made more aware of it." According to statistics 
released by the Children's Defense Fund, every day in America three children die from 
abuse or neglect, 1,788 children are born without health insurance, and 14.7 million 
children live in poverty. 

When the convention is finished, the clothes on the dolls will be donated to two 
organizations providing services to women and children in the Orlando area: the Safehouse 
of the Seminole and Good Shepherd Services of Orlando. 

END-
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September 2. 1997 

Mr. Timothy Keating 
Vice President 
Federal Affairs 
American Council of Life Insurance 
Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Tim: 

Congratulations on your new position at the American 
Council of Life Insurance! 1 wish you all the best in your 
future endeavors and challenges. They are so lucky to be 
getting one ofthe most talented politicians 1 know. We miss 
you here. i .. , / i - - . ^,c..,.-. 

:( ....... - • -

Best wishes. 

/ 
/ 

Sincerely, 

f 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Ladv 



The American Council of Life liisurrince 

is pleiiscd to announce the lollowing .statf additions: 

Timothy J. Keating /«^^ ^ 
Former Special Assistant to President Clinton 

as 
Vice President, Federal Affairs 

Jiminy Hayes 
Former Congressman from fhe 7̂ '̂  District of I .ouisiana 

as 
Vice President, Federal Affairs 

Philmore B. Anderson 
Former Director, Federal Affairs, 

Independent Insurance Agents ot America 
as 

Assistant Vice President, Federal Affairs 

James P. Weber 
Former Special Assistant and 

Special Associate Counsel to President Clinton 
as 

A.ssi.stant Vice President, Federal Affairs 

American Council of Life Insurance 

WASMINTITON, DC 20004 
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September 4, 1997 

Ms. Samina Kamal 
47 East 92nd Street 
New York. NY 10128 

Dear Ms. Kamal: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your thoughtful letter and for "Women Empowerment and 
Poverty Alleviation in South Asia: The Dual Benefits of Micro 
Credit," which is such an impressive account ofthe benefits 
micro-credit provides to South Asian women. Mrs. Clinton has 
been pleased to give voice lo the benefits of microcredit in 
moving people from poverty to self sufficiency both in the U.S. 
and around the world. 

Thanks and best wishes in your important work. 

Sincerely. 

Melanne Verveer 
Chiefof Staff to 

the First Ladv 
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September 22, 1997 

Ms. Kathryn Kahler Vose 
Director of Communications 
National Center for Tobacco-Free Kids 
1707 L Street, NW, Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Ms. Vose: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for "Unfiltered 
Facts." It is such a vital and valuable information tool to 
protect our children from tobacco. 

Best wishes in your important work. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



mm Memorandum 

To: Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff 
Office of the First Lady 

From: Kathryn Kahler Vose 
Director of Communications 

Date: 

Re: 

September 15, 1997 

"Unfiltered Facts" on Tobacco 

Today the CAMPAIGN FOR TOBACCO-FREE KIDS released the first ever pack 
of "Unfiltered Facts" and we wanted to present you with a set. Within this pack 
you'll find sobering facts about tobacco and America's children, covering all 50 
states, the nation and the major tobacco companies. 

As you lock tlv ough the caicis, ycu v î!! clejrly see the grsvs f>ons'?-:;L'once£' 
associated with tobacco use, especially among our youth, and the epidemic we 
face in the fight to protect kids from deadly tobacco addiction. These "Unfiltered 
Facts" underscore the pressing need for comprehensive and nationwide action to 
save lives and protect kids from tobacco. A few of the "Unfiltered Facts" you will 
find inside this package include: 

• Each day 3,000 kids become regular smokers, and one-third will eventually 
die from tobacco-related disease. 

• Each year kids illegally purchase 256 million packs of cigarettes, resulting in 
almost $500 million in sales. 

• 62 percent of 12-to-17-year-old smokers said they buy their own cigarettes. 
Of those who had ever tried to purchase cigarettes, almost half were never 
asked to show proof of age. 

These and other alarming statistics are detailed for every state in the nation. 

As you debate and discuss tobacco control, we hope you will find these 
"Unfiltered Facts" useful. Please call the CAMPAIGN at 202-296-5469 if you 
would like additional sets or have any questions. 

N A T I O N A L C E N T E R F O R T O B A C C O - F R E E K I D S 

1707 I. STKI : ! : ! , N W * S U I T [ fiOO • W A S H I N G T O N , DC I D D j I , 

P H O N E (2()J) : " ) ( . -S4( , ' ) • Î AX (:.!l)2l 2 ' ) ( ) -S427 
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September 17, 1997 

Dr. Appu Kuttan 
Founder-President 
National Education Foundation 
8027 Leesburg Pike, Suite 201 
Tysons Comer, VA 22182 

Dear Dr. Kuttan: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your letter and information on the valuable work you are doing 
on behalf of children. 

We very much regret that we were unable to 
accommodate your request to accompany the First Lady to 
Mother Teresa's funeral. We received your letter after the 
U.S. delegation had already been selected and we were unable 
to make any additions. 

We also appreciate the information on your 
CyberLeaming centers and extend our best wishes in your 
important work. 

Sincerely, 

Melarme Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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N.iiioiKi lion I ouiulalKni 

ANon-Profii 50i<O(3) Orgnnî ation 1995 Fairfax County Human Rights Award Winner 
USA 2100 CyberLcarning Center 

Tel: (703) 821-2100 
Ffiv (70:̂ ) 821-216 

Supporting 
Organbatlons 

Microsoft 
Springfield 

Mall 
Virginia Tech 
Jostens 
Washington 

Post.Com 
Yahoo 
Goorgo Mason 

University 

Atdui 
Artisoft 
Borland 
Broderbund 
CVS 
Ctaatlvn l.nhs 
Cyber Sorvlces 
Davl<lsi}r}s 
Ooll 
Edunotics 
Cduttar 
Eloctrortic Arts 
Exabyte 
Pujititu 
Hill & KnowHon 
Intel 
Jos fans 
Know/odgo Adv. 
Lotun 
Max/3 
MECC 
Medio Oanerd/ 
M/croprose 
Mindsc&pe 
Mli9iii}lthl 

NASA 
NBC 
Nntworth 
Nintendo 
NoKIa 
Nnvtill 
Onelta 
Scholastic 
Sierra Ort'Llno 
Tti$ L$9rrtlng Co 
Thru»tfrtast«r 
Ttiund6rs(mt 
UUNET 
VlHtial I/O 
Western Digital 
Yamaha 
iMlth Data 

FAX 

Date: 

ro: fr)s • /TieArnold 

Pages: ^ 

Memo: 

'j}mr [Yl^iikrr,^, 

Bit ̂ r^^^^^ 
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8027 Uesburg Pike, Suite 201 
Tĵ soiia Comci, Viigiaia 22182 

A Non-profit Ediicaiion»ior«aru»t«on 199S Fuirfox Humott Rigkts AwoTd Winner 
USA 2100 Cyber Learning Center 

Tel: (703) 821-2100 
Fax: (703) 821-2161 

Dr. Appu Kuttan 
Presldotit 

Supporting 
Organizations 

Microsoft 
Intel 
Wastiington Post 
Yahoo 
MitsuUshl 
Nofcia 
Doll Computtirs 
Jostons 
Springfield Mall 
Goorgo Afi>ao/> U 
Howard U 
Virginia Tocti 

Ad^ptoc 
Aldu$ 
Artisoft 
Boiland 
Brodmbund 
CVS 
Crgittv* LaliS 
Cyb«r S9fvlc«« 
Davidsons 
Hduneilcs 
Edustar 
Electronic Arts 
Exabyte 
Hill * Knowlton 
Hyporglot 

Knowledge Adv. 
Lotii^ 
Max/s 
MECC 
Modta Oanaral 
Microprose 
MIndscapo 
NEC 
Notwortll 
Nintendo 
Novoll 
Scltolastic 
S lom On-Llne 
Tha Laaming Co. 
TliiU9tm«*t*>r 
Tliundarsaat 
Virtual I/O 
Wattom Digital 
WordPwtact 
Yamatta 
Zenith Data 

To: First I ^ y HiUary Radham Clinton 
Tho White House 

September 11, 1997 

Dear Mrs, Clinton. 
You may recall that we campaigned together during the 1992 Canipaign in New York. Later, 

in 1993, during the "Faces of Hope" union in Washington, D.C, my son Roger, President Clintoa's 
"Face of Hope" and I discussed with you my tull time volunteer activities in helping disadvantaged 
children leam belter in our Cyl)erLearning centers here hi die U.S as chaimian of llie Nalioual 
Fxiucatiotv Foundation, and my work assisting Mother Teresa in India while I was an advisor to 
Rajiv Gandhi, Indian Prime Minister. 

You said vou will like me to go with you to go to India to visit MQthcr Teresa. Lwould very 
much tike to do so if vou have room for me in your trip this week. 1 also received an invitation 
from India's President and mv personal friend. Hon. K.R. Narayanan. 

AtUchcd, please iiiid some inforrnatioa about our non-profit CyberLeaming centers and malls, 
providing free access and training in state-of-the-art computer and Intemet skills to thousands of 
disadvantaged children We have created a self-supporting community center by building a strong 
community coalition of volunteers and without any ofthc taxpayer's money. The results so far have 
been phenomenal. We have trained over 5,000 children and adults in Washmgton, D.C area and 15 
empowerment zones around the country at our Center and through the CyberEd program kicked off 
from the White House . The average child has gone up a grade level in a subjea like reading or math 
in lialf die time as in schools! Our diildicii discover tliat learning is fun. Our students also loam 
thinking, communication, computer, Intemet and other 'information-age skills' critical for success in 
the 21st century workplacp.We won the 1995 Fairfax County Human Rights Award. 

As a result of our success, a number of school districts, cities, counties and other organizations have 
expressed interest in setting up similar centers in their communities to empower their children, and 
also unemployed adults in computer and other mfonnation skills. Governors of Washington and 
Kentucky as well as the mayor of Atlanta have invited us. 

With my experience in coalition building and management in this project and other siicces.sfiil projects 
such as improving Venezuela's social security and healthcare. India's planning, Puerto Rico's traffic 
safety and U.S, tennis (mentor to top U S players, Monica Seles and Andre Agassi), I feel confident 
that wc can set up the most cost-efrective, high quality, volunteer-based community learning 
centers to empower our children and adults all across America. 

Our goal is to set up centers at major communities in die U.S, at accessible shopping malls, widim 
the next 4 years. Wc have received about $2,000,000 in resources for our Centers at Springfield Mall 
and Rosslyn. These centers, with over 100 workstations, will empower our children, teachers and 
adults, especially the disadvantaged ones, in leaming academic, computer and Intemet skills and 
prepare them for the 21st century. We hope you, the President and the Vice-President will be able to 
attend the opening of one or both these pioneering Centers. 
Sincerely, 

Dr. Appu Kuttan, 
Foimder-Prcsidenl 
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National Education Foundation 
CyberLeaming Centers 

"Where learning is fun " 

OurCybcrLcarning Vision 
Our vision is to enable everyone in the K-99 community, kindergarteners through senior 

citizens, especially disadvantaged and minority children, to effectively use technology in 
convenient places and times to reach his/her lifetime learning potential. 

'j[hg TJrgent Need 
i'or America to remain competitive in the 21" Century information age and global economy, we 

need lo provide: 

IHgh quality and leclinology empowering K-l 2 education through 
both in-school and after-school programs. 

"> Lifelong learning resources for everyone to leam from convenient places 
and times to deal with constantly changing job skills, college subjects, new 
career opportunities and the explosion of infonnation technology, tools, 
and content. 
Training programs for businesses that are experiencing a shortage of 
tcchnology-skilled workers nationally. 
Mentoring and technology literacy programs for at-risk children and 
welfare recipients who are now required to become employable. 

Our Record 
The National EducaUon Foundation opened the first USA2100 CyberLeaming Center in 1994 at 
Tyson.? Corner, Virginia. The Center is at the forefront of integrating new computer and Internet 
technology as a tool for high performance, individualized learning. The Center has received 
commendations from many national leaders including President Clinton, Vice-President Gore, 
INTHL chairman Dr. Gordon Moore and U.S. Congressman Tom Davis (R-VA). The Center 
received the 1995 Fairfax County Human Rights Award for outstanding service to all children. 

Successfully trained over 5,000 students (very gifted to very disabled), teachers, and adults 
in the Washington, D.C. area and 15 Empowerment Zones across the nation. 
Launched the first successful Cyber Summer Science Camp combining hands-on 
computer and Intemet based science training with sports and fitness programs. 

• Pioneered a successful Internet-based career building program for displaced workers 
Successfully integrated learning software programs such as Jostens 
Learning Systems and Internet resources to provide an effective individualized 
learning environment. 

VkJiM:? JMerentsbimtCyber^^ 
Cyberl earning Centers approach learning as a holistic environment integrating outstandmg 

Teachers Technology, Content, and Motivational tools (the TTCM system). The n CM 
learning system individualizes and customizes learning resources to meet the specific needs of 
the student With the use of excellent teachers, advanced software, instructional tools, multi­
media computers and broadband access to the Internet, the world's most powerful educational 
rcsotirces are made available to the student. These resources are available on demand, with 
trained staff on hand, and at times and locations that are convenient to children and adults. 

8027 Leesburg Pike. Suite 201, Ty.wn<; Corner. VA 22182 Tel. (703) 821-2100 
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National Education Fotindation (Page 2) 
CvbcrMall USA Learning. Traininp and Technology Showcase Center 
NEF is now expanding its operations to provide affordable access and training for entire 
communities through shopping centers in major metropolitan areas. The first CyberMall USA will be 
located in Springfield Mall, the largest shopping mall in the Washington, D.C Metropolitan Area 
with the Metro access. The Mall receieves 13 million visitors per year. This 21" Century Learning 
Environtnent is scheduled to open in the fall of 1997. CyberMall USA services will include: 

•J' Children's K-12 CyberLeaming Center: Children of all abilities will be able to improve their 
thinking, reasoning, problem-solving, comprehension, communication, computer and Intemet Skills 
thiough computer-based cyberlearning courses and hands-on activity clubs featuring themes such as 
math, reading, writing, sciences, computers, internet, adventure, history, geography, government, 
civics, music, journalism, investment, environment, careers, sports, publishing, genealogy, e-mail 
penpal. Star Wars and other interesting themes. 

*> Adult Technology Training Center: Employed, underemployed and unemployed adults will be 
able to receive high quality hands-on training in computer and Intemet skills including certification 
in MCSE, CNA and CNE. George Mason University has agreed to provide Continuing Education 
Unit (CEU) credits. 

<' Teacher Training Center: K-12 school teachers and principals will be able to receive 3 
graduate credits from affiliated universities in each of the three following performance-based hands-
on practical courses: Utilization of General Software, Integration of Technology into the Curriculum 
on a Daily Basis. Integration of Teclinology into School Management on a Daily Basis. 

•t* Technology Showcase Center: Technology corporations will be able to demonstrate their latest 
technologies such as video-conferencing for mall visitors as well as local, regional and national 
audiences through dedicated kiosks, hands-on press conferences and workshops, 

•I* Public Internet Access Center: Everyone will be able to get free access and hands-on training 
in using the Internet. 

Why Support CvbcrLearning Centers? 
*t* Quality Workforce. Investing in affordable quality education will create a more skilled 

workforce, expand business opportunities, and help economic development initiatives in every 
community. 

•i* Visibility. Visibility to 13 million mall visitors annually. On-line visibility to millions on the 
Internet through links to the CyberMall USA banners in Washington Post.com and Yahoo. Hands-on 
demonstration of products and services to 100,000 annual visitors to the CyberMall USA. Free use 
of the 100 workstation facility for product launches, national press conferences, seminars and 
workshops to targeted audiences. 

•I* Community Service. Providing training to employees, their families, or any group of children 
or adults in the community, especially the disadvantaged. 

Whom to Contact 
To fmd out more about partnerships programs, contact tho National Education Foundation at (703) 

821-2100. Fax:(703)821-2161 E-mail: courses@usa2100.org 

Partners: MICROSOFT DELL JOSTENS SPRINCFIELD MALL WASH, POST YAHOO GMU 
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What they are saying about 
CyberLeaming? 

"/ salute your commitment to a better, stronger America." 
- Presidenl Bill Clinlon 

"Essential, innovative, practical." 
- Dr. Gordon Moore - Founder & Chairman, Intel 

"77/ do everything I can to help develop this center as a prototype for many other centers 
throughout the country. " 
- Former student, tennis star Monica Seles quoted in the Washington Post 

"VSA7100 CyberLeaming Center helped Greg Binder, who suffers from an inoperable brain 
tumor, improve his reading skills from an elementary level to a high school level in 10 months. 
- The Fairfax Journal 

"Seventh and eight grade students from the USA2100 CyberLeaming Center recently wowed 
members of Congress with their math prowess. " 
' The Washington Sun 

"The National Education Foundation has made high tech learning a virtual reality for area 
youngsters." 
' The Sun Gazette, McLean, Virginia 

"With a quick click, students stretch their minds at [the CyberLeaming Center]. " 
- McLean/Great Falls Connection Newspaper 

"...innovative programing and employment ofstate-ofthe-art technology toward assisting alt 
children to achieve their full academic potentials. " 
- Anthony J. Weaver - Secretary, Fairfax County Human Rights Commision 

Recipients ofthe 1995 Fairfax Country Human Rights Award 
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Helped to improve Venezuela's 
Social Security and 
Healthcare, India's Planning 
and Puerto Rico's Traffic 
Safety Programs ^ ^ ^ ^ 
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August 27, 1997 

Ms. Annette Kane 
Executive Director 
National Council of Catholic Women 
1275 K Street 
Suite 975 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Annette: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for the 
impressive 1996-1997 report of NCCW Works of Peace and 
Reconciliation, which 1 have given to the First Lady. NCCW's 
contribution helps to improve the lives of so many around the 
globe. 

Thanks and best wishes in the critically important work 
you do. 

-A Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



I N A T I O N A L C O U N C I L O F C A T H O L I C W O M E I 
1275 K Street, N.W., Suite 975. Washington, DC 20005 

(202)682-0334 Fax (202) 682 0338 

Since 1920 serving church and society through women's organizations 

August 12, 1997 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to the First Udy 
The White House 
Washington, DC 

Dear Melanne: 

Enclosed is a copy of the 1996-1997 report of NCCW Works of Peace and Reconciliation. The 
programs which NCCW supports through Catholic Relief Services are similar to those which 
Mrs. Clinton often cites as empowering women. 

I hope that you will share this report with the First Lady. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Annette Kane 
Executive Director 

J o a n M c G r a t h 

Pres i tJenl 

K L a V e r n e R e d d e n 

1 st V i c e P res iden t 

K a t h r y n B o n n e r 

2 n d V i c e P res i den t 

Ju l ie F rench 

3rd V i ce Pres iden t 

Pat r ic ia V o o r h e s 

S e c r e t a r y 

J a c q u e i y n Ke l le r 

T reasu re r 

A n n e t t e P. K a n e 

E x e c u t i v e D i rec to r 
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National Council of Catholic Women 
and Catholic Relief Services 

^ORKS Of 

h 

Peace ̂ ĉ Reconciliation 
P R O G R E S S R E P O R T 

Woi k.s of Ffc'iict' was louiuled in llic bi lk ' r 

vvinicr oi l'-)46 by a yroup of C.itliolic 

women who came toi_;etlicr to provide 

clotl i i i ig for refugees of'VVoritf War l i . lUit, 

of course, oii i ' roots go bacl< llTroiigli the 

cenlLiries lo (^lirisl |-!imsell', to the compas­

sionate lieart (if l lis message aiul His lile. 

In the years since 1946, the ci.>llalioiation 

between Cathol ic Relief Services ,ind the 

Nat ional Counci l of Cathol ic Women has 

allowed Works of Peace to take on addi­

tional progi.ims to address the needs of lhe 

world's poorest, youngest and most viilnei -

able - part ici i lark children and women. Hiil 

all of our piDgrams and all of our work 

em.mate Irom the same elesire lo help and 

lo heal. Your desire. 

In est.iblishing these programs, (.̂ RS 

extends the compassion of the NCX 'W 

membership to the people who need it 

mosl. We are your hands le.iding a chikl in 

Viet Nam with cerebral palsy boin the 

shadows ol his hut out inlo the sunlight of 

his village school; yoLir hands reaching out 

to provide clean, sale wafer to entire v i l ­

lages in Bolivia; your haiuls teaching 

women in (lambodia sewing antl weaving 

skills that wil l help gel them out of poverty 

that has plagued ihem lor geiieralions. 

The skills, expertise ,uul tledication of (.!k,S 

staff are e.xtensions of lhe caring of NCCW 

membeis. Your caring is an expression of 

the limitless compassion of ( "hi ist. This is 

the great Christian wheel of compassion, 

connecting those who care and those who 

need - connecting all the world. 

O R T 
luly 1, 1996 - lune 30, 1997 

As bo th caregivers cinci i ncome p rov idc i s , vvoniei i bavc l l ie i i i i i qu t ' 

potent ia l to bel ter lhe lives o l t l i c i r i '.tniilics. I'liev are also ihc ones 

mosl dc| ir ivecl o f t h e ihing.s t l ia l w i l l a l low them lo do this: eckica-

f i o i i , health care and o p p o r t u n i t i e s to a l ta in f inanc ia l independence 

i h r o u g l i the i r o w n c f l o r l s . 

Because w o m e n have so m u c h po ten t ia l and so m u c h need, lhe 

M a d o n n a Plan con t inues to devote c t ins ide iah le energy lo e m p o w e r ­

ing w o m e n t h r o u g h o u t the deve lop ing w o r k l . M o l h c r - c h i l d c l in ics 

p rov ide d i rec t , v i la l l y -needed health i n t e r ven l i on and health educa­

t ion thai can prevent l i l e - t h i ea ten ing diseases in ch i l d ren . I ' ra ining 

p rograms help w o m e n acquire ski l ls thai can immed ia te l y raise the i r 

s tandard o l l i v i ng . Smal l en lerpr ise deve lopmen t p rog rams , increas­

ingly i m p o r t a n t in recent years, c o n l i n u e to demons t ra te lhat loans 

as smal l as $30 can help give w o m e n greater f inanc ia l independence. 

Uy a l l ow ing w o m e n to l iorrovv at a reasonable rale in o rder to invest 

in their o w n econom ic act iv i t ies, these loans free w o m e n f r o m the 

cycle o f pover ty lhat has t rapped t hem for gcnera l ions . 

In all o l these p rog rams (dvS and NCXAV are g i v i ng w o m e n the one 

t h i ng thai they have needed lor generat ions - a chance to create a 

belter iLi lure lor ihemselves and the i r fami l ies. 

>'('(' 

IN THE COUNTRIES WHERE CRS WORKS: 
" 10 m i l l i on ch i ld ren die before their 5th b i r thday 

• 34 m i l l i on ch ik l ren are not enro l led in p r ima ry school 

• \5>< m i l l i o n ch i ld ren t inder 3 are severely malnoLir ished 

® 463 m i l l i o n w o m e n ages 13 and above are i l l i terale 

• 67M m i l l i o n people have no access lo heal lh care 

" 1 b i l l i on people have no access lo sale water 

I'lii- (uil<iil,il\iiu of llic Uiiih-il Slillfi IS iij>j>io.\i}iiillc!y 2W niillioii jh-oj'li-. 

/:.vivr/)/i'i/ lioiii lluniiiii i h-nlopiiiful iifptnl. I')'J'\ ilnilfil Nuliioii / icn'/ci/'/iii'/i/ l'i;i\;niniiiif. 
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Oclober 5, 1997 

.luslicc Aniliony Kennedy 
Supreme Court ofthe IJniled Slates 
W;ishiiit;l(>n, DC 20543 

Dcur .Uislice Kennedy: 

Thank you very much for your llioughirul letter and for 
" I aw and BelieiV' which 1 have given to lhe I'irst L.ady. 

We enjoyed the all-loo-briefget together with you and 
Mary in S;il/hurg, and we were delighted to llnally visit the 
city with which you are so well acquainted. 

Your eall for a reeommilinent to law, not just for 
ourselves, hut for those building new demoeraeies is very much 
on point. 1 laving spent time in ITaslern burope and the NIS 
C(.uintries, we can readily relate to your observations. And we 
applaud you wholeliearledly for your points on responsibility 
and civility, as well. "W'e ajipreciate having the speech. 

Thanks and best wishes. 

Sineerely, 

1...̂  
Melanne Verveer 
( 'hief of Staff lo 

the First Lady 



C H A M B E R S O F 

JUSTICE ANTHONY M.KENNEDY 

September 11, 1997 

Mrs. Melanne Verveer 
Assistant to the President and 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 

Office of the First Lady 
OEOB-Room 100 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Verveer: 

Mary and 1 remember still the delightful 
evening we hf.d when the First Lady came to 
Salzburg and again thank you for including us in 
such a special event. 

1 mentioned to Mrs. Clinton that 1 was about 
to begin work on my keynote speech to the 
American Bar Association. When 1 mentioned the 
rule of law abroad, the two of you encouraged me to 
include that subject in the ABA speech. Enclosed is 
a copy of the final result. Though it is probably too 
burdensome for Mrs. Clinton's own reading 
schedule, I enclose it for you so that you can see the 
outcome ofour conversation that evening. 

We extend our best wishes to you and to the 
First Lady. If at any time we can be of assistance to 
you here at the Court, please do not hesitate to call 
upon us.. 

Sincerely, 

End. / ^ / " ^ 
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LAW AND BELIEF 
ADDRESS TO 

T H E AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION 
SAN FRANCISCO, AUGUST 2, 1997 

Justice O'Connor, Attorney General Reno, President Cooper, 
and fellow adherents to the idea and the reality of the rule of law. It 
is twice an honor to be with you in this assembly and at this rostrum. 
First, it is a privilege to attend as you present your highest award to 

my close friend and splendid colleague. Justice O'Connor. By her 
life, by her thought, and by her distinguished service to the profes­
sion and her having so enhanced the dignitv' of our Court, she 
exemplifies the American ideal of civic responsibility. Her 
commitment flows from abiding belief in the law, and today I wish to 
talk of belief Of course, my second privilege is to be asked to 
address the opening session of this vital, prestigious association, here 
in the city to which ni) wife Man. and 1 have such intimate ties. 

fhe law mirrors America. /\nd our profession is a mirror ofthe 
nation's heritage, its present condition, and its destiny. You facilitate 
transactions and personal relations across the whole wide spectrum of 
America's economy and American social life. Justice O'Connor and 
1 know that many of you do not require a detailed knowledge of court 
decisions in order to perform your particular specialties. We know 
that not every lavvyer rushes to the office each day to read what we 
have written in the United States Reports. You often give counsel 
and close transactions in matters that do not require the intervention 
or control of the government at any level. In these diverse 
professional capacities, you each celebrate freedom. 

We know also that there is a special bond among all judges and 
lawyers. We are a unified profession. From the beginning of the 
Republic, business lawyers urged colleagues for whom they had 
special admiration to serve in the judiciary, thus expressing 
confidence and solidarity in ail parts of the profession. We have a 
bond because ofour common heritage and our common law schooi 
training, and so we speak to one another in a common language, the 
language ofthe law. One of you can pick up a telephone and talk to 
a lawyer whom you have never met and who is separated from you 



by a whole continent and perhaps a generation or two. Nonetheless, 
you know each other in the sense that you have this bond and speak 
this language ofthe law. The language ofthe law is so precise, sol 
powerful, so infiuential that it is one of our great national resources. I 
It is the envy of many other people and many other societies. '"̂  

And yet, despite our historic strength and prestige, the 
profession and the nation face a ditTicult and most urgent task. Each 
of us in this assembly today mu.st feel its weight. Our task is no less 
than to reaffirm and reassert our country's belief in the law. if the 
rule of law is to be preserved, we must restore and revive our belief 
in its most simple, fundamental principles. Law must live in the 
consciousness ofa people. In a free society, law must be part of our 
intellectual conscience. The belief must be constant in order to 
precede and then secure this consciousness. It might risk hyperbole 
were 1 to say there is a crisis of disbelief in ounnation. but our task of 
rededication and recommitment is urgent all the same We must not 
wait until we are at the edge of the abyss. We must rededicate and 
recommit ourselves to the law in its most fundamental sensê ngt just 
for ourselves but for those new and emerging dempcracjes_w.hich_ 
look to us as prodniiatjFe7rU&,Qf lavvLWorks We must recognize 
that in some of these new democracies, decent citizens cry out to 
leam those principles and beliefs that are necessary to sustain the rule 
of law. If their plea is unanswered, then in these places, too, there is, 
or soon may be, a crisis of disbelief 

Let me give you an illustration. In Washington, during the 
Court term just before the current one, and after more than a year of 
planning, we were able to convene a meeting of the Chief Justices of 
the countries ofthe Western Hemisphere, from Canada to Argentina 
and Uruguay. The justices met for three days. Our Chief Justice and 
Justices O'Connor, Scalia, and Breyer addressed them, as 1 did, on 
different subjects. My session, for the whole of one morning, was 
devoted to judicial ethics and judicial independence. 1 discussed the 
theoretical underpinnings of judicial independence, as well as simple 



rules such as disqualification for financial interest and the prohibition 
of ex parte contacts with the court. When I had finished, one of the 
Chief Justices from South America, a very dedicated jurist, asked for 
recognition. He said something like this: "Justice Kennedy, there is 
not one idea, one precept, one suggestion of yours with which we 
disagree. The system you describe is one to which we aspire, one for 
which all of us yearn. Yet we cannot have it. The customs of our bar 
and of our people would not uphold such a rigorous ethic. Our 
people would not believe it is possible." Tlie room fell silent. The 
silence was prolonged, poignant, powerful, and painful. We knew it 
was one of those unexpected moments at a seminar or a meeting 
which is a turning point. 1 gave what I think is the only proper 
answer. I said: "Chief Justice, you must change this legal culture and 
you must start to change today. Without respect for the judiciary and 
the law. the rule of law is in danger; and without the rule of law. 
nothing less than the liberty of your people is at stake " 

We cannot discuss here the new and emerging democracies in 
every part of die world. But because there has been such a justified 
emphasis on Eastern and Central Europe at this meeting, iet me note 
that a similar challenge faces the new democracies in Eastem and 
Central Europe. They are al a crossroads in the history of hiimarT 
freedom. In 1848, Germany failed to embrace democratic 
institutions and so set the course for one of the most destructive 
centuries the world has ever known. Today, democracy has come to 
Eastem and Central Europe, but it must not lose its tenuous hold. 
History has yet to return its verdict..on.whedier democracy Is secure 
there^ These nations, which are trying so valiantly to establish the 
rule of law, are beset by powerfid opposing forces: crime: corruption; 
and the danger of a demagogue preaching false ideas. They are 
stmggling to fill the vacuum created when tyrannies and their 
corrupt, state-directed economies collapsed. It would be tragic if 
decent people who want to make the rule of law work could not 
contend with these forces. The people of Eastem and Central Europe 



must not think they have done little more than substitute the 
lawlessness ofa dictator for the lawlessness of a mob. They must be 
assured that there is a calm, secure, tranquil place between the Scylla 
of tyranny and the Charybdis of anarchy. They look to the United 
States to see the state of our law, the tenor of our public discourse, 
and the condition of our whole social order. What they see may 
make all the difference in their determination to persist, their capacity 
to believe. 

Let us consider then the principles that must be believed and 
upheld by our own society and our own people if our legal order is to 
be secure and a source of inspiration for us and for others. We know 
at the outset that we must share a common belief in some general 
principles that command allegiance and accommodate a diversity of 
religions and philosophies and viewpoints. Free institutions presup­
pose these diversities. The Constitution of the United States, the 
charter of 1789 with ils Bill of Rights and its vital amendments, is a 
necessar\ starting point. This is the Constitution with a capital C, our 
basic charter, the instrument courts interpret, the document which 
remains a monument in the whole history of human thought. You 
have intimate knowledge of this Constitution, and you know our 
people venerate it. And so 1 need not discuss the Constitution of 
1789 in these brief remarks. 

The principles 1 wish to discuss pertain instead to the 
constitution with a small c. This other constitution comprises the 
whole condition of our society, with all the conventions, customs, 
and beliefs which are the distinguishing mark of a free people. This 
is so even though many of these understandings and obligations 
cannot and ought not to be enforced by law in the formal sense. This 
other constitution is the constitution which Plato and Aristotle and 
Hobbes and Locke talked of when they examined a society to see if it 
was decent and just. This other constitution of ours requires constant 
belief in certain precepts if the formal Constitution and its mle nf law 
are to be secure. The bar has a special obligation to uphold these 



principles, and I wish to mention three of them. 
First, we must insist on the responsibility of the individual. 

Freedom presupposes individual responsibility^ Tfperson must be 
held accountable for his or her actions. Personal responsibility is 
essential to define individuality. All persons within our society, 
including the very young, must comprehend and respect this idea. 
This is a principle that applies in our formal law, both civil and 
criminal, and in the whole sphere of private relations beyond the 
law's formal cognizance. 

The issue arises in many contexts, but 1 will take as one 
example the defense of diminished capacity in criminal law. If it is to 
be acknowledged in the criminal law at all, the defense ought to be 
confined to the rarest of cases. James Q. Wilson recounts a criminal 
case in which a man was prosecuted for a crime alleged to have been 
committed while he was participating in a riot. He argued dimirished 
capacity because he was caught up in the excitement and emotion of 
the whole thing. This is a strange twist of the mle of law. Our 
society is a compassionate one and so it is tempted to excuse the 
individual from responsibility because of past injustice or persisting 
social ills. A concem with these deficiencies is necessary if we are to 
improve our society, but this concem ought not to be carried so far 
that the idea of personal, moral responsibility is eroded. We must not 
obscure the basic principle. 

When our nation accounts to history, we will not have the 
defense of diminished capacity. And when our heroes are counted, 
they will be ones who recognized that individual responsibility is a 
celebration of freedom, not its denial. 

The second and third principles which underlie the mle of law 
are rationality ^nd_owUty. These principles in general apply in all 
social endeavors. The legal profession has a special obligation to be 
rational and civil because we seek to bring order to an otherwise 
fractious debate. Rationality and civility are the stmcture for the 
social order we seek to preserve and so these precepts must always 



be the hallmark of this profession. 
The commitment to rationality is a sweeping principle 

underpinning a free society. It no doubt implicates other essential 
values such as neutrality and detachment and, most important, 
honesty. Tlie whole idea of rationality is that a group of citizens 
united in law can examine a problem with adequate infonnation and 
come to a reasoned, common conclusion. That is how we must 
proceed in the formal legal system, for instance in jury trials. The 
jury is one of the great institutions of the American constitutional 
system, and we must insure that it continues to understand that it is 
exercising a function in rationality , not in passion. Rationality, as I 
have indicated, extends far beyond the formal legal sphere. And it 
mu.st shape and inform our public discourse. This is particularly so if 
we are to bring into public life the many decent and honorable 
lawyers who wish to engage in a dialogue, but hesitate to do so i f 
there are no guarantees of rationality and civility. There are 
thousands and tens of thousands and hundreds of thousands of 
lawyers with the simple honesty of Lincoln who should be 
encouraged to enter public life. Rationality should inform all ofthe 
lawyer's discourse on subjects of legal improvement and proposals 
for legal change. And it is how citizens, and particularly lawyers, 
ought to conduct our public discourse. 

Few spectacles are more destructive of our professional 
standing than for a lawyer, or group of lawyers, to take a position on 
proposals to change the law based simply on the lawyer's own 
financial interests. The profession and the nation deserve your 
detached judgement, not your sell-interested lobbying. You 
sometimes must be a hired gun for someone else; you need not be a 
hired gun for yourself 

Civiht^, the third principle, is related to rationally, if not a part 
of it. Tivi l i ty is a popular word because it comes without political 
baggage or partisan implications. That is the whole point. The 
principles we are discussing must be sufficiently broad and 



overarching so that they can embrace a society and command a 
consensus, even though we have a diversity of views. Diversity is 
the hallmark of a free society, and yet we must have certain 
principles in common if we are to sustain the mle of law. So its very 
acceptability shows that civility is fundamental, not trivial. Civility is 
not some casual idea, some little word to which we make a brief bow. 
Civility is not a one-hour CLE course that we take before mshing off 
to fractious debate. It is not some bumper sticker slogan, "Have you 
hugged your adversary today?" Civility is the mark of an accom­
plished and superb professional, but it is more even than this. 
Civility is an end in itself " 

Civility stands for the proposition that we owe respect to our 
fellow citizen because ofthe humanity we share in common. Civility 
underscores the idea of individual worth and dignity, the idea which 
is the first premise of democratic theory. Civility has deep roots in 
the idea of respect for the individual. We are civil to each other 
because we respect one another's human aspirations and equal 
standing in a democratic society. We must restore civility to every 
part of our legal system and public discourse. Civility must always 
characterize the deliberations of this profession and this Association. 
Civility defines our common cause in advancing the mle of law. 

Our honest and decent citizens must be persuaded to devote 
themselves to public life, but they will be reluctant to do so if our 
discourse is not marked by civility. Furthermore, if our own best 
people do not admire our di.scourse, neither will the people of other 
nations, the people who seek those principles which are the basis for 
common beliefs, principles vindicating the mle of law in their own 
societies. 

Civility does not mean a lawyer's arguments must be lacking in 
force, nor does it overlook the vital role played by the lawyer or the 
citizen who must raise his or her voice to protest injustice. The idea 
of protest is essential in our legal tradition. Protest often contains a 
plea society would rather not hear, but that does not mean it lacks 



civility. Inspired protest is protest against injustice, and injustice is 
itself gross incivilit>\ The story of Antigone's burying her brother in 
defiance of a tyrant's unlawful command; the reality of Rosa Parks' 
dignified refusal to change her seat on the bus; the picture of the 
young Chinese student who stopped the tank just before the tragic 
tears of Tiananmen Square; the searing criticism of political leaders, 
written in the most civil of tones, by Wei Jingsheng from his jail cell 
in China — all these protests resonate in the American spirit. We 
must remember this, however. Freedom may be born in protest but it 
survives in civility. 

Which brings me back to the beginning. Law cannot live in the 
consciousness ofa people without an abiding belief In the principles 
ot individual responsiFiTity'. rationality, and civility. No group is 
more eager or more receptive to a recommitment and a rededication 
to the rule of law and to these principles than the present generation 
of law students and those who have just graduated. 1 close by 
mentioning them. 

I visit law schools in different regions and even different 
countries and have just finished teaching my own course in Europe. 
We had 120 students from 23 different law schools here and in other 
countries. Let me report to you that after teaching for more than 35 
years 1 have not seen a generation with such moderation, decency, 
altruism, rationality, civilit>', and sense of civic duty. Many 
professors of law and professors in other disciplines share my view, 
both here and abroad. These young people, who soon shall be the 
primary trustees ofour legal tradition, want to know that it will be an 
honor to be a member of the bar and of this Association. If we now 
rededicate and recommit ourselves to belief in the law and its 
controlling principles, we will not disappoint them. 

Our rededication and reaffirmation will be the basis for us to 
fomi a new alliance with all democracies, an alliance not of arms but 
of belief in uplifting standards which secure the law, the rule of law. 



the law which is the only means to sustain the progress of 
humankind. 



II !•; W l l I I I-, n o t s 
W \ S 11 I \ <, I () \ 

October 24, 1997 

Ms. Anna Kleymenova 
Georgetown University 
PO Box 573136 
Washington, DC 20057 

Dear Ms. Kleymenova: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your letter and for sharing your experiences at the American 
University in Kyrgyzstan. We are very much looking forward 
to our trip to your country. 

Thanks for writing and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chiefof Staff to 

the First Lady 





LUPUS, 
Foundation of America, Inc. 

Soiilhcrii CiilU'di'iiiii Chaplcr 
i . r iTs SI I ' i ' i iKi ' i:i;\Ti;h: 

lioAKii tn Dmi.ciiiRs 

lUwoK.Mty IIDAKP MI.MIII.K.S 

Irani Diliclla 
Hobby llatjh'hl 
Linda tlalfichl 
Jciainie Raiii-lliryjii.s.s 
Kalliy Vara 

I'HI.SIin.M 
Joel Si lilicliler 

Exix uiivi: Vin. I'ki sinrNT 
Noel IA'W 

V.H. r.Mii.M A';.;,r/;()iv.s 
Debbie Chambers 

SrckixwY 
.liuly Madwin 

TkiMi'mn 
Mark Giilciila!; 

Exix'iirivi: DmrcroR 
Lizabeih L. Chambers. Cl'lUl 

Ho.sKi) MI:MIII ks 
Trai l l!ii( -ck 
Kalhy Caiiales 
Judy Ciiiiemai; 
Grace Midlivi 
Hal Malloii 

Mi.nic.M. Anvi.sim- HOAKI) 

Cll-CllAIH\ 
PimielJ. Wallair. Ml). 
Rodamhi Kilridoii. M.D 

tiram II. Heinslcin. M il 
Kudiiey lltuesioiu: M ll. 
Charles liriitkiiiaii. M T>. 
Hiibin K. Dun: Ml). 
Mark Epstein. M.D. 
I'eii!; 'Hum biin. M.D. 
Hevra H. Hahn. M I) 
t'uniell Kiikhmd. M.D. 
Mickey Liebliiif;. M.D. 
Charles March. M l) 
Dn ifihl Makoff. M.D. 
Allan Mei:.i;cr M l). 
Diane Naihi. M.D. 
Kcniicih Nics. M.D. 
William Pills. M.D. 
Ol^a I'opcl. M D. 
Harry Sapcisicin. M.D. 
lliimird SIhipiiii. M I). 
Richard N. Shan: M.D. 
William C Sliiel. M.D. 
Richard Weisban. M.I). 

September 16, 1997 

The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

Please consider this letter as our request to the Office of the First Lady 
to issue a Proclamation or letter recognizing October as Lupus 
Awareness Month again this year. 

As you know, for the past thirteen years the President of the United 
States has issued a Proclamation. We are very appreciative of the 
acknowledgment by the President and the Office of the First Lady. 

To commemorate the month, we will host a patient symposium, Living 
With Lupus. Several other events will take place throughout the month 
in an effort to gain greater public involvement. In order to win this battle 
we must increase public awareness, educate the public, fund research 
and promote the exchange of information among health care 
professionals. Collectively we can make a difference in winning this 
battle. I have enclosed a sample copy of the proclamation and other 
reading materials for your review. 

Thank you in advance for your consideration and attention regarding this 
matter. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 
(714) 833-2121. 

Respectfully, 

Christina M. Kelly 

17985 Sky Park Circle Suite 

Sotncinic Wui Know lias Lupus 

Irvine, Caliliiriiia • 714/,S3.V2I21 • ,SS.V.S,P-2322 -A.X 7I4AS:\V||81 



LUPUS, 
Foundation ol Ainci ica, Inc 

Soiitlicni Calildriii;! (',li;i|)l('i' 
u : i ' i s SI l'l'OKI i;i;\iT,K 

Himii or Diki.cioKS 

HoMlkAK) HoAkIt Ml.Mlll kS 
l-rank DiHella 
Hobby Haljield 
Linda ttatjiclil 
Jeramic Ridn-Drcyfiiss 
Kalhy Vara 

I'kl.sinrM 
Joel Schlichicr 

Exi.cinivi. Vtci: I'Kt.stoi.sir 
Noel IA'W 

V.l' RATim Ki.i.vriiws 
Debbie Chambers 

Sl.CklTAkY 
Judy Madwin 

TklMUkl H 
Mark Giileiilai; 

Eyrruiivi: Dmi crok 
Lizabeih L Chambers. CERE 

HoAkl) Ml-.MIIIMS 
Trad Huczek 
Kalhy Canalcs 
Judy Guleiilai; 
Grace Mallon 
Hal Mallon 

Ml.DICAI. AnVISOHY HoAkl) 

Co-Cii,\iks 
Daniel J. Wallace. M D. 
Rodanlhi Kilridau. M l). 

Rram H Hcrnslcin. M.D. 
Rodney Hluestone. M il. 
Charles Hrinkman. M.D. 
Robin K Dure. M.D 
Mark Epstein, M.D. 
t'eni; Thiiii Ian. M.D 
Hevra H. Hahn. M.D 
I'urnell Kirkland, M.D. 
Mickev Licbliuf;. M ll 
Charles March. M.D. 
Dwii;hl Makojj. M.D. 
Allan Melzxcr M.D 
Diane Narhi. M.D. 
Kenneth Nies. M.D. 
William I'ins. M l). 
Oli^a I'opel. M l). 
Harry Saperslcin. Ml). 
Howard Shapiro. M l). 
Richard N. Shaw. M.D. 
William C Shiel. M.D. 
Richard Weisban. M.I). 

Sample Proclamation 

Whereas, Systemic Lupus Erythematous, commonly called lupus, is a 
chronic, autoimmune disease and— 

Whereas, it is estimated that nearly 2,000,000 people suffer from lupus, 
with over 55,000 new cases diagnosed each year; and — 

Whereas, it afflicts 1 out of 185 Americans and strikes adult women 10-
15 times more frequently than adult men. Lupus is more prevalent in 
African Americans, Latinos, Native Americans, and Asians; and — 

Whereas, this insidious disease has been called The Great Imitator" 
because the symptoms it presents can suggest a variety of other 
diseases, and thus makes an accurate diagnosis very difficult; and — 

Whereas, lupus ranges from mild to life-threatening, however, proper 
diagnosis, treatment and medications have increased the survival rate; 
and ~ 

Whereas, increased public awareness, education, and research are key 
to winning this battle against lupus. 

Whereas, our mission at the Lupus Foundation of America, Inc. 
Southern California Chapter is to alleviate the suffering and greatly 
improve the prognosis of thousands of individuals within our sen/ice area 
who are suffering from lupus and related disorders; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved —-

Resolution by 

Soineoiic Yt'ii Know Has Lupus 

179.S.'i Sky I'aik Circle • Siiile J • Irvine, Calilomia 92614 • 7I4/S.IV212I • UY, l '>r . -2}H • TAX 7l4/.S,lv 1183 
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December 2, 1997 

Mr. Peter Kostmayer 
Executive Director 
1400 16th Street, NW 
Suite 320 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Mr. Kostmayer: 

Thank you very much for your letter and invitation to 
the First Lady to Zero Populations Growth's annual gala in 
November 1998. 

I have forwarded your letter to Patti Solis Doyle, 
Director of Scheduling for the First Lady, and she will be in 
touch. However, it is much too early to determine at this time 
whether the First Lady will be able to attend. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



November 25, 1997 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Chief oi'Staff 
OITice ofthe First Lady 
Old l-.\cciitive Office Building 
Room 100 

Washinglon, DC 20500 

Dear Ms. Verveer, 

In November 1998, Zero Population Growth (where 1 serve as Executive Director) will 
huinch its 31" year of operation. 

Over the years, ZPG has sticcessfully tied the issues of population stabilization and 
environmental protection together. We have highlighted the lact that we can achieve only 
limited success in improving and conserving onr environment if we fail lo take the impoilatit role 
ol'l^opulalion growth into account. 

liccaiisc ofthc outstanding work Mrs. Clinton does on behalf of the environment and 
woniciTs cm|iovverment. ZPG would like to honor her at our annual gala in New York, in 
Novembei I99X. We know the First Lady has been an outstanding leader in the fight to preserve 
otit environment, in the struggle against teen pregnancy, children's rights and in the quest to 
make the woild a better place to live. 

I he I 997 honorees were fed burner and his wife Jane Fonda. The Honorable Tim Wirth 
and Ambassador Bill Richardson both spoke at the event and many distinguished guests attended 
iiicliiding former members of Congress Pal Schroeder and Chet Atkins along with former NEA 
C hairtnan. Jane Alexander. Other guests included: 

f)iiKi Merrill 
Chevy Chase 
(iloria Steinem 
Robert Klein 
.loc Peielhi. Morgan Stanley 
Richard Parsons; President , Time Waniei 
IU)b .lol'fec; Ciavatli. Svvaine & Moore 

Gerry Levin; CEO, Time Warner 
Judy Collins 
Lee Grant 
Glenn Close 
Carter Bacot; CEO, Bank of New York 
Howard Stringer; Chairman Sony USA 

Attached is information regarding this year's Gala and our most recent annual report. 1 
vsili call to assure that you have received this information and discuss possible next steps. 

Sincerely, 

Peter 11. Kostmayer 
l-xccnlivc Director 

Zero I'opiilaliiiii Ci iiwlh I HID I (nil Sinci \\V S i i i l i ' \ V ; i s l i i i i , m < ) n DC iilO id 
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