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Peter G. Bourne, M.D. 
Chairman of the 3oard 

Pebrua.ry 1. 7, 19 s:,-

Americar: Assoclatlon for World Health 
1825 K Street, !\,.YI, Su�le 1208 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Pet.er: 

f.,__, (;/7 �)2·.?>6> 

I am wr1ting to add my sup�ort for the f1ndings of the ;.._;..yr:{ 
report on the Impact cf the U.S. Embargo on Health a::-.d N1.::ritlon 
in Cub�. 

1 regret that tra·.rel pla.::s will prevent rr.y atte:-.ding the 
news conference o� �arch 3. 

B€st wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Former Surneon General 
Former Assistant Secretary for Health, HEW 
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February 28, 1997 

Peter G. Bourne, M.D. 
Chairman of the Board 
American A.ssociation for World Health 
1825 K Street, Suite 1208 
Washington, DC 200006 

Dear Dr. Bourne: 

Thank you for sharing with )7ie your report "The Impact of tlie U.S. Embargo on 
Health and Nutrition m Cuba." T)̂ e report is objective, thorough and 
comprehensive. It clearly shows the devastating impact of the embargo. 

I congratulate you on this effort and sincerely hope that President Clinton and the 
Congress will give serious consideration to the findings, showing the serious 
adverse impact of the embargo on both the public health and medical care systems 
jj") Cuba. 

Sincerely, 

Joyte C Lashof, M.D. 
Professor Emerita, Public Health 

Former Deout.v Assistant Secretary, HEW 
Former ^resident, American Public Health Assoc. 
f h a i r . President Clinton's Commission on 

Gulf War Syndrome 
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March 5, 1997 

Peter G. Bourne, MD 
American Association for World Health 
1825 K Street, NW, Suite 1208 
Washmgion, DC 20006 

Dear Peter, 

UCLA 
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Although it was not possible for me to attend the March 3rd news 
conference in Washington concerning the American Association for World Health 
study of the impact of tlie U.S. embargo on healtli care in Cuba, I do want 
strongly to support the study. 

It documents the embargo's severe adverse effect on the healtli and nutrition 
of tlie Cuban people. 

The U^S. Cuban embargo policy will certainly become known as one of the 
most shameful episodes in our country's foreign policy, and_tlK;_longerJ.t̂ persisis 
the greater the .shame. I hope the American Association for World Health study 
will help reverse it. 

Sincerely yours, 

Lester Breslow, MD, MPH 
Professor and Dean Emeritus 
UCLA School of Public Health 

LB/bd 



ASSOCIATION OF 
SCHOOLS OF 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

May 22, 1997 

Peter Bourne, MD 
Chairman of the Board 
American Association for World Health 
1825 K Street NW 
Suite 1208 

Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Dr Bourne: 

My colleagues and I applaud your fine work in bringing to the attention of the 
American people the negative impact of the U,S, embargo has had on Cuba, 
particLila£ly am_ong its women and children. Its public health implications are clearly 
(a"ndThroughly) iTafed in your report "The Impact of the U,S, Embargo on Health 
and Nutrition in Cuba." 

Sincerely, 

Allan Rosenfield, MD, 
President 

President 
AlhiiiRoscnfiuld.MI) 
Dtan, School of l'ublK-lli;;ilth 
Coluiiibiu IJiiiviTsily 

President-Elect 
Alli-ud Soimncr, Ml), .MILS 
DiMii, School ol'l'iihlic lliiiillh 
Johns Hopkins Ihnvi Tsity 

Secretary .'I'lx'n.suier 
I'lllMci.l.A. iilllll.T Ml ' l l , I ' l lll 
Dcin, School ul I'lil'lii' lliiiiliii 
Univursity of (.^ililoMii;i :il lici fcii:'-

Immediate Pasi-I'resiiienl 
fhirvoy V. FinoluTt;, Ml.), I'hl) 
Doan, School of I'ublic Health 
Harvard Uiiivcrsily 

Accreditation Committee 
Chair 

.\. A. .Mill, I'hl) 
Dean, School ufl'uhlic llcahli 
Dnivcr.sily iifCililoMii.i al l,o.̂  An(;clr 

Education Committee Ciiair 
H. I'iilnicr Bcaslry, Ml) 
Ucan, School of I'uhlic lliialth 
UT-Houslon llc.iltli .Sucncc Center 

International Health 
Committee Chair 

Michael I I . Mersoii, Ml) 
Dean of Public Health 
Yale Universily 

Leinslative Committee ('hair 
Susan C. .Scriinsb.iw. I'hl) 
Dean, .School of r'uhhc llr,ilili 
I hinersity uf llhnui^ .ii ('hu-ai:̂  

New Schools Coimiullee Chair 
David 0 Carpenti'i, MU 
Dean, .School of rubhi II.;:,Ith 
Liniversity at Alli.iin iSUNYi 

Publicatiori.s t.'ommittec Chair 
Kicliard S Kurz. I'liU 
Dean. School of I'ulilii lle:,hh 
Saint Uinis I!ni\ersil;. 

E.xecutive Dirccl;)!-
Michael K. (leiniiiell, CAi; 

]660 LSTKEm:NW 
SUITE 204 

WASHINGTON, DC 200:.-itS 
(202)296-1099 

Fax (202) 29(i-1252 
Email: inl'oQasph.ori,' 

ASPH l-loiiU'|)ago 
hLlp://\v\v\v.asph.urg 



American 
Psychiatric 
A.sstx:ialion 

14(H) K Si reel. N W. 
Washinguiii, D C. HXtO"̂  
Telephone c o : ) 68:-6(XM) 

.limc 17. 1̂ )')7 

iV'lcr C i. Hoiiinc. M l ) . 
Chairman ol the Bo.irci 
American .Xssociatuin lor Woiid Health 
iS25 K Slivcl. N.W 
Suite 12()S 

Washinuloii. H.C. :()()()6 

Dear I'eler: 

.lust a note lo let you know that your report related to the public 
health nnjiaet in Cuba offne U.S. eivibargo is leLciving .\iJc exposure 
within the .APA. The Al'.A's Committee on Abuse ofPsNchiatn and 
PsNchiatrists received it and, helie\ing that this is more of a medical issue 
than a pureK psvchiatrie one. made the recommendation that the .'\PA 
refer this to the American Medical .Association through the AM.A Section 
Council on i\sychiatr\ with the request that the AMA look at these issues 
and consider taking a position. This request has successtulb. gone through 
the Council on International Affairs and the .loint Rel'eience Conimiitee 
and will be jircsented to the Board of Trustees in two weeks. The .'\P,\. 
theretbre. has not taken a position on the embargo but has suggested that 
the .AMA consider doing so. 

I hope that this information is useful to you and I will let you know 
anv decision of our Board of Trustees. In the meantime. I send > ou m\-
best reuards. 

Sincerely, 

Ellen Mercer 
Director, Office of 
International Affairs 
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2/28/97 

Amcrictn Association for World Health 
1825 K Street 
Washington DC 20006 

Dear Peter Bourne and Richard Wittenberg, 

You have done an exceedingly important project in documenting how the U S. econoniic 
•mbargo against Cuba interfere* with the basic right to humanitarian goods for citizens of that 
country. This is not an easy task as an embargo is an indirect and distal contributor to untoward 
health outcomes. In warfare there is a 'smoking gun' to point at in order to reduce morbidity and 
mortality, Th» embargo* around the world present a far more complex situation but one which is 
no less important Embargoes in the post-cold war environment seem to be replacing warfare as a 
means of pursuing hostile foreign policies. Unlike warfare, however, civilians are to date offered 
none of the protections ascribed in the Geneva conventions, 

Studies like yours are essential to identifying ways to protect civilians and lessen thft 
burden on civilians of embargoes. You have done a vcr>' good job at a very difficult task, The 
American Public Health Association is deeply concerned with this issue and will work with the 
findings to move appropriate legislation forward 

/ • 
Richard Garfield RN DrPH 

Henrik H Bendix«n Professor of Imcmational Clinical Nursing 
Chair, International Human Rights Committee, APHA 

OFFICE: &!"•.*, .;r " I' ê ; 
MAILING ADSHS.'. ?i6?-S:re;n ' 'N;w r c k \ -



neqie Corporation ol NewVt̂ rk 
437 Madison Avenue. New York, N Y 10022 • (212) 371-3200 • Telex: 6506377182 • Fax: (212) 223-9822 

Patricia L Rosenlield, Ph D. 
Program Chair 
Strengthening Human Resources in Developing Courrtries 

Juno 27, 1997 

Polor G. Bourne, M.D. 
Clu.ii ni i i j i of tlie Boiiru 
Amoriciin Association for World I lealtli 
1825 K Street, NW, Suite 1208 
Washmj;ton, DC 2(XK)6 

Dear l\>ter, 

1 hank you so much for sharing with me the important report 
irom the American Association for World Health on the impact of the 
U.S. embargo on health and nutrition in Cuba. Thejhumaji impact of 
sut-h^embargc)es is clearly and sadly documented in this report I am 
pleased to have it, alUiough I am sorry for the reason tiiat prompted tlie 
report. At the moment, I cannot make use of the fu l l report, but I am 
pleased to knou' it is available and wi l l cerU.iinly let you know if 1 can 
j">ut tlie fu l l report to good use. 

Congratulations to you and your colleagues for the courageous 
and carefully documented work. 

With warmest regards. 

Sincerely, 

FLR/sg 
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mti |# Solidaritcit 
Solidarity 

Bmssels, July I 1997 

To Dr. PETER BOUR.NL 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR WORLD HEALTH 

Subject: AAWH Report **I>ciiiil of Food iiitd Medfcint" - Cuba 
Dear Mister Bourne, 

Oxfam-Solidarity is a Belgian non-governmental orgarLzation for North-Soutfi 
cooperation. After a discussion I recently had with Cathy Donahae of ihe Internationa] 
Policy Center in Washington, wc decided to translate into French and Dutch fhe report 
from the American Association for World Health "Denial of fiDOd and mcdccine: the 
impact ofthc US-embargo on health and nutrition in Cuba" (March 1997) 

We try to inform a large public on the current situation in Cuba and wc found the 
^ AAWTl-report very accurate and interesting 

I Can you, please, let us know the conditions for an authorized and exhaustive | l 
Vpublication of this report in French and IXjtch'' ^ 

It could be interesting also to have some copies of this rcpor: at our^oflfice in Bmssels, 
to distribute it among the members of the European Parliame.ni Can you, please, let us 
know the prize for 100 copies of tlie report'? 

Yours sincerely. 

Xavier Dcclercq 
Oxfam Solidarity Belgium 



AMERICAN ACADEMY OF NEUROLOGY 

O f f K IKS: 

t'lr^iilrnt 
kl \ M m \1 VISII . IK . M . I ) 
( )shk()Nli U'ist onsiit 

I're^itlent I In I 

M l \ l .N I ' KIN' .1 I ,\1 I ) . 
I l,'l,M'l. I .>l.>l.lll.l 

March 24. 1997 

Peter G Bourne, M D 
1X25 K. Street. NW. Suite 120X 
Wasluiigloii. DC 2()()()6 

M / W i n lAII IS. M.I) 
N<-« NIKI, .Mew V.Hk 

ri'f,il\ 

| ) \KKM I n i \ 'IV( ). M . I ) . 
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WII I M. S l l l A K l . M . I ) . 
.Ml.ml.I. I ...oini.i 

COUNCILLORS: 

l \,MI S I . HI K \ M . M.I) 
li4»,iMo(i New M.iinpshirc 

\ \ 1( )MI n I JI I HK.\S. M I ) . 
>\ f.11 list', .Ni'w \ i I lk 

Ml( MAI I r l . - \K\ ' ISI . M . I ) 
D i ' i u . ' l . I ' l i lo r . i i l i i 

K A I I I I I I N .M. r ( ) l FY, M . n . 
New ^'oik. \ r \ v York 

lO I IN (" M. \ / / I ( )1TA. M O. 
L(is An^clt's. ('.ililorni.l 

S.\,M)KA f. ( >l SON. M I ) 
CIni .ti;(», Illinois 

ISAIIII l [ K M ' I N . \ \ 0 . 
Mronv. \r\% Yoik 

lAY H. K(JS£Nli[KC;. M.D. 
Sdn Die>;(>. Ci l i fomi . i 

STCrnLN M Sf Kl .AY M D. 
T.tni[)a. f lond.i 

P.1SI Prfsiiiffll 

\.M \ l> WHISNANr. M . D . 
KiH hi'sliT. Minncsol j 

[(lit(tr-ifi.( hift 
KOHFRI H. DAKOfr . M I ) . 
("Ir \c l , l i i ( l ( )liii) 

Cfi'MlAvi/ \ \ \ fduCJtuin 
.intj Kt'H'.in h Ftxind.ltion 
TKANCIS I. K i r i K f DGL, M.D 
Bdn^or, ,Mdine 

IAN W KOLEHMAINEN 
Minnedjxil is. Minnesota 

Dear Dr Bourne: 

I am fon\ardiiig to vou a cop> ofthc letter AAN sent to President Clinton in 1994. 
The letter suniniari/cs ilic position the Academy took on this issue during the crisis 
that existed in Cuba at that time. 

1 hope lliis iiiforiiialion is helpful to you. 

Sincerelv. 

Kcnncili Vistc. M.D 
Anicncan Academy of Neurology 

DMT/d.\ 

cc: Jan Kolchmaiiicn 
Rich Haincs 

EXECUTIVC OFFICE 
2221 University A\enii(.' S.E. • Suite i i S • Minneapolis, Minnesota 55414 

612/623-8115 • FAX: 61 2/62.3-3504 • Internet: aanaaan.com 
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W1UJAM H. STUART. .M.D. 
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Pu t /'resident 
.N! R O S E N B E K C .M.Q 

W i i . - - . f v O i i e t NEURCIOCY 
Roac^r a. OAROFF. M.Q 
Q c ciand, O h i o 

ftvjWJent Neurotomy t d u o o o n 
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FRANCS I. lOTTREIXn. M.Q 
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(jeojuvc OirKSX 
JAN W. NOLEHMAINEN 
M i n n o p o l n , M l n n o o a 

October 20, 1994 

The Honorable W i l l i a m J. C l i n t o n 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The American Academy of Neurology (AAN), an 
org a n i z a t i o n of over 13,000 n e u r o l o g i s t s and 
n e u r o s c i e n t i s t s , urges your support of l i f t i n g the 
embargo on Cuba f o r necessary n u t r i t i o n a l and medical 
supplies. 

I n the l a s t several years there has been an epidemic of 
neur o l o g i c a l disease i n Cuba. This epidemic includes 
o p t i c n e u r i t i s ( v i s u a l l o s s ) , deafness, sensory 
neuropathy (loss of sensation i n the hands and f e e t ) , 
and a spi n a l cord disorder (walking impairment) which 
are a t t r i b u t e d t o n u t r i t i o n a l d e f i c i e n c i e s s i m i l a r t o 
those t h a t occurred i n some pri s o n e r of war camps 
during World War I I . 

These problems have developed as a consequence of 
economic circumstances i n Cuba r e l a t e d t o the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and the 30 year United States 
embargo on Cuba. The d i e t a r y d e f i c i e n c y appears t o be 
due l a r g e l y t o a d e f i c i e n c y of v i t a m i n B which i s 
present i n c e r t a i n food groups. 

The AAN, which takes ;\ p u r e l y humanitarian p o s i t i o n on 
t h i s issue, seeks to f i n d a s o l u t i o n f o r the serious 
n e u r o l o g i c a l h e a l t h problems i n Cuba. I have enclosed 
Dr. Gustavo Roman's paper on t h i s t o p i c as a d d i t i o n a l 
background m a t e r i a l f o r you. 

I ask yovir support f o r l i f t i n g the embargo f o r 
n u t r i t i o n a l eund medical s u p p l i e s . 

Sincerely, 

:k P. W h i s n a n t , M.D, 
^ s iden t 

J W / D T / a j d 

7-i->1 I)mv«!«jtv Avwme 5.E. 

EXBOrnVE OFFICE 

' Siwe 335 • M i n n a p o i B . Mmnesaa S S 4 U • ( , \ 7 / f > m U 5 • FAX: 612/623-JS04 
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Tokyo. 29 May 1997 

Mr. Peter G. Bourne 

Chairman of the Board 

American Association for Worid Health 

1825 K Street, NW, Suite 1208 

Washington, DC 20006 

USA 

Dear Mr Bourne. 

I would like to thank you for sending me the summary of your 

report concerning the humanitarian impact of the US embargo 

against Cuba. I read i t with great interest and found i t very 

usefuI. 

Please, know that you have my entire support. I wish you a great 

success in defending your noble cause. 

I look forward to meeting you again in the next future. 

Yours sincerely. 

Koji Kakizawa 

Former Japanese Foreign Minister 
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BARBADOS HIGH COMMISSION 
1 Great Ruiiell Street, London WCIB 3JY 

SIR KENNETH STUART 
MD, DSc (Hon), FRCP, FRCPE, 
FACP, FFPM, FFPHM, DTM 

Hon. Medical A SdcntiAc AdviMr 

TEL: 0171 631 4975 FAX: 0171 323 6872 

HOME ADDRESS: 
3 The Garth 

Cobham 
Surrey K T l l 2DZ 

Tel: 01932 863826 
Fax: 01932 860427 

Peter G Bourne 
Chairman of the Board 
American Association for World Health 
1825 K Street N.W. 
Suite 1208 
Washington DC 20006 
USA 

12 June 1997 

ThaiJcs very much for the elegantly presented executive summary of your report: "Denial 
of Food and Medicine: The Impact of the US embargo on Health and Nutrition in 
Cuba". 

As I am sure you know, throughout the Caribbean there has been neighbourly sympathy 
with Cuba for the effects of the US embargo on the health and welfare of its people. 

The press reports clearly reflect the wide interest the study has generated. I would be 
happy to receive the full report if this would be convenient for you. I would also 
welcome the opportunity to discuss it further with you next time we meet - particularly 
with a view to my helping to generate interest and supp>ort in the UK and the Caribbean. 

Yes, the meetings at Lainston House did become a bit of a charade. I hope that by now 
some of the hot-heads have come to their senses! 
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1 625 K S T R E E T . N.W., W A S H I N G T O N , DC 2 0 0 0 6 - 1 6 0 4 

Tel 1,202) 8 8 7 - 0 2 7 8 TAX. (202) • i r ,2-81G0 

May 28. I')')7 

Mr. IVlcr ( i . Bourne. M l). 
Cliairinan ol liic Board 
.AnK'rican A.ssociation for World Health 
I.S2.S K Strccl. NW 
Suite I20.S 
Wasiimuloii. DC 2()(KJ6 

Dear Dr. liourne: 

i am uTUinu on behalfot"USA*nNGAGF. to reqiie.st permission to reproduce on our 
\\ebsile the i{\ecuti\ e SunimaiT of the American Association for World Health's study "Denial 
o i l ood and Medicine: The Impact of the U.S. limbargo on iiealtii and Nulriiion m Cuba."" 

.lane Cicala ot" Boeing, a coalition member, brought this imporlant work to my atlenlion 
and recommended that 1 contact you directly. 1 believe that the study's compellinu illuslialion of 
the hunian consequences of sanctions is an invaluable contribution to the growing e\Tdenee 
against unilateral sanctions 

L'SA*ENG.'\GI: IS a broad-based coalition representing nearly 500 .American businesses, 
agriculture groups and trade associations. The organization supports .American engagement 
o\erseas as the best means to promote human rights, values and American interests. Coalition 
members are undertaking a sustained clTorl to support greater overseas involvement by the 
United States at all le\els -- political, diplomatic, economic, charitable, religious, education and 
cultural -- and to seek alternatives to the use of unilateral sanctions. 1 have enclosed the material 
released at our initial launch on April 16th, 1997 for your further reference. 

1 hope that you will allow us lo feature the study on our website, www.usaengage.org. 
and add the A.AWH's \oice to the chorus calling for an end to the accelerating use of an j 
ineffective atid harmful foreign policy tool. / 

NEW YORK OFFICE 1270 AVENUE OF THE AMERICAS, NEW YORK, NY 10020-1702 • TEL: (212) 399-7128 • FAX: (212) 399-7144 
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June 2X. 

The Honorable Esteban E Torres 
United Stales House of Rcprescntuiivcs 
Washinglon. DC 20.S15 

Dear Reprcsenlati\c Torres. 

I am wnting you as president of the largest Cuban American organization in the United Sates . on behalf of the 
membership, to thank you for your co-sponsorship ofthc Cuban Humanitarian Trade Act of 1997 Our 
organi/alion consists of Cuban Americans who still have members of their family living on the island. For too 
long. U S -Cuba polic>' has been donunated b\ a small wealthy elite in Miann w ho ha\e a score to settle while 
ignoring the sulTering of Cubans on the island, as well as Cuban Americans here 

The present embargo docs not ser\e any purpose except to harm the Cuban people, most directly infants, children 
and the elderly. This was so clearly documented buy the recent report b> the American Association for World 
HealtfuOur organization is pleased lo know that there are legislators like yourself who hase the courage to put 
politics aside, and think what is in the best interests of the Cuban American community here as well as the people 
of Cuba 

Present polic> docs not promote democrac> in Cuba On the contrar> i( makes Amenca appear like a big bully Our 
organization thanks you for your courage and wants you lo know that we will be sending a letter to cvcr\ Congress 
person who as of yet not signed on as well as a cop> of a sumniar> of the American Association of World Health 
Report You are truly a friend ofthc Cuban people as well as the Cuban Amcncan Community here in these great 
United Stales. Keep up the good work. You have our support, respect and admiration. 

Gratefullv. 

Raymundo Del Toro. President 
Cuban American Committee for Peace 



AAWH 
I'k'l M i l l S I I IMSn < AH 11 K 

A M E R I C A N A S S O C I A T I O N F O R W O R L D H E A L T H 
I H : ' . ' " ) K S i r i ' e l , . \ .•. S u i t e 1 2 0 8 • V V . i s h i n i j t o n , D C 2 0 0 0 ( > • T e l e f i h o d c 2 0 2 - 4 t ) ( i - . ' " > 8 t n 

I ' l K k ('. H O l i K N I . M i l . 

I I',., .1 111 IM l i t I h r 111 I . m l 

K I C M A K I ) 1 . W i n i N l l l K C 

I 1. , , . . in. I ( h i i 1 I vi ' i i i l i M - I HI.I r l 

1)1 N M ^ I . M t i l K, I . ! ) . 

I .i ni i. i l ( m i l iM- l 

H O A k D o r O I K t C I O K S 

l l l Z A H t l H I K A W l l V B A C L t V , I .O. 

1' :. •\ i t i t i . is^.id<if 111 r i i f i u> : . i l 

I i v t . i . i i . r i i i i i i i ; . i l 

1 A K K 1 U A U M 

-.1 1111,1 1. II ,• r i i M i l . ' n I . 

I I .1 n i l l u l l i [ \ K n l . l l 11 )i Is 

I I I I . l i s S i n . I I M n J i i - . t l I n n l n i 

I I , . . A l i > . ; r k - s . ( • . i l i l i i f n i . i 

C H A K I L S H I I ' l 'S, IK., M L). 

•. 1, ,. r i i - s i l l l 111 l i i l I I n . l l l h M l ' . I l l . 

' •., .•. . i i i l I . i i n ( ( i l l r ; ; ! - I l l M i - i l i f i n c 

i , h i n j ; l i i i i . 1) ( 

M A k ' Y l O " ! j A \ M . i ( } N 

'. II r 1'i I • M c J c n l (. I m i l m i l 1 II" . I l i o n s 

. M i i f i i . . I l l I i i f i ' S l ,^ l ' . i | i r i V s s i H M i K i n 

w . i - i i i i i t n . i i . I ) r 

l U C I N O A [VSTEK L O N G 

l J i [ f i . lO f . tV i l j I i t I V ) l i t y 

i-lh A y c f i l L.)t.»oi.i lofles 

S I 1^ . I \ ids. f ' t ' nnsy l v , l n i , ) 

j O S l P H L. M O T T I K 

V ice t ' l ns i dc iK 

M. i i f o l i i l i j i n . U i o n , i l 

t ' . t l - . i ' iU i n . M . t i y l , t f i d 

I P A T K I C K N I C H O L S O N 

Clm.' l Lx fCu l iM, -

N V i f o Ent-fgy SysItMiis, L t d . 

Toledo. Ohio 

lAMES f. SARN, M.D , M.P.H. 
D i r c l l i j i o l Pf i n i . l i y C. i f t ' 

'. I i i i i r o: H t ' . i l l h P n | j u l . i l i o n 6. N u t f i l i o n 

SAV£ THL C H I i n K E N 

\ \ r sipi If I. f .i.ifWH'iTliC Ul 

A K I C M I S P S I M O P O U L O S . M . D . 

I ' ft 'Sidc-nl 

Lt-nl t . f lof Cit-'iH-liCS. N u l f i t i U f l ŝ  H f r . l l l h 

VV,Hshmglon, O.C 

t l l O T SOKtL, M.D. 

P i f s i d tM l l 

W'ufid AsbOLiaiioii lor Social Psychiatry 
Washington, D.C. 

ELISABETH A. SQUEGLIA, j . D . 
Anorney 

Uficker «. Ecklei 
Columbus, Ohio 

STEPHEN L. UMMEE 

^;.^^l0n,ll Advisor on Integralcd 
["Jt'Ir.C'iN S\sIon)S. Ernsi i ' l o u n ^ LLI^ 

I hi i ' . i^^o. I l l i no i s 

April 16, 1997 

Susan J. Blumenthal, M.D., MPA 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health 
Assistant Surgeon General 
Office on Women's Health 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
200 Independence A\ enue SW 
Room 730-B 
Washington, D.C. 20201 

Dear Susan, 

1 am pleased to enclose a copy ofthc executive summary of our report 
"Denial of Food and Medicine: The Impact of the US Embargo on Health and 
Nutrition in Cuba " It is the result of a year long study conducted by AAWH. I 
would pailicularly like to draw your attention to the section on women's health. 
As someone concerned about the effect of breast cancer in women everywhere I 
know you will share our concern about the impact of US policy in impeding the 
efforts to screen for and treat that condition in Cuba. Women are dying 
unnecessarily in Cuba because of US policy, something we feel is unconscionable. 

Should you be interested in the full 300 page report we would be happy 
to provide it to you. 1 hope also that you might be willing to convey lo Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright concern that the involvement of the United States in 
inflicting this unnecessary suffering on women be ended. 

With personal regards. 

Sincerely 

'eter G. Bourne, M.D. 
Chairman of the Board 

i t l u i .iiion.il ,ind cli. i i i i . it ik', non-pioi i i , non-govfrnrriL-nul agency, la i f i ^ m p i under Section 5UI(c)3 ot ihc Inlernal Revenue Code, whose purpose is lo mioini ihe 
about world health issues and problems, and lo streng:-*n public support (or aciivliies and programs lhat improve health conditions woild-vide. 

A A W H serves as the U S Commillee lor c-< World Health Organization and the Pan American Health Organization 
Pi,«f(j no Kr. yil.Kl PJirt̂ i 
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FOR IMMKDIATE RELEASE; 

Support HR1951, the CUBAN HUM.ANITARI.AN TR.ADE ACT (o correct the 
unforeseen suffering caused by slioit-sighted foreign policy. 

I • S Mhysicians, Elizabeth Rum ât D.C. and Steven Sholem M.D.. embarked on a 
medical mission to Cuba, April 1997. Tbcy witnessed conditions to be worse then the 
.A.'̂ WH repoH (see behv.v). The iufectiou rate from surgery was found to he l:agher and 
Cuban I ntensive Care Unit doctors cited a 30% death rate of p^Jtients with iufeciiuns 
because of a lack of antibiotics. Protein rationing was ob.served lo be inoie severe then 
reported, tlie immune systeni compromised, leading to outbreaks ot disease 

Thf doctors co-authored an eoiergency raea.sure to help conect this situation. The 
linitnrian IJniversalists Action of Immediate Witness was adopted by the 
D.i:. Ceneral Assembly in Phoenix, June 19-24, 1997, Where over a two thirds 

r.̂ .ajoiUY of Unitarian Univeisalist delegatsi; from all over the Ignited States and the world 
voted [o support the Evemption of Food. Medicine, and Medical Supplies From the 
United States Embargo Aftain,st Cubu. 

The Amerieai. Association of World Health's (AAWH) March 1^97, 300 page 
publiciuiou.. "Denial of Food and Medicine • The Impact of the U.S. Embargo on 
Health and Nutrition in Cuba,'' is a valuable .source of facts. Such as the absence ot 
available medicines thai would prevent children from vomiting 25- 30 times per day, 
while undci-goiug cbemotUerapy. Foreign couiilnes fear the severe U S. penalties Iroin 
the Helms Burton Act and refu^e Cuba 50% ol available drugs ( tho.se under U.S. 
patent). This includes denial cf purificatioD chemicals and equipment, leading <o 
epidemics, such as Hepatitis. 

The United States' medical legacy in Cuba has become the catalyst of a severe 
shortage of life-saving treatments. This is a nightmare of political inten entioii caui-mg 
depiivation and illness which cruelly and lumecessaril.y injures the Cuban people. 
Tlie U.S. policy has strictly limited health care administratiou in ways that were 
unforeseen by policy makers. 

f The passage of this Resolution of Immediate Witness means over EOOfl Unitarian 
I Universalisf Congregations can be mobilized, We support The Cuban 
1 Humanitarian Trade Act of 1997, HR 1951, 

CONT.\CTS; U.S, Representative Esteban E. Torres (D-CA), (202)225-9711 
U.S. Representative Jaiucs A. Ltach (R-IA), (202)225-5258 

FAX: Dr. Runian for Esteban Torres' letter to Colleague (602) 957-9350 
AAWH: (202)466-5883 
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Children die 
in agony as 
US trade ban 
stifles Cuba 
v ic tor ia Br l t ta in 

i « . T - : ^ - : , ( i ^ -

THR L'tiiird Sl.iics 
ir.Ttle crnh; i r^( i 
aK^f.nsi Ciib;i lub led 
[0 i i f ed leb i dc;»lhs. 

l« f l hosp i ia l is i -d c h i l d r e n 
lyir.t; tn at;ony M efiMnlUl 
dr'-^^s are denu'd them, and 
forced doctors lo work wi ih 
mediCail cquipmenT i \ less 
than half olTiciency because 
ihev hnvi; no spare parts for 
lhe;r tn;ich.iiicr\. accurdinn to 
an American itudy 

Health and nutr i t ion btan 
dardi have t>een devastated 
b> the recent tightening of the 
37 y e a r o l J L'S embargo , 
which includes food imporls. 
a team of American doctors, 
research scientists and law­
yers said after a year long 
study of the country 

Cubans' da i ly in take of 
calories dropped by a third 
between 1989 and 1993. the 
Amer ican Associat ion for 
World Health reports. There 
IS widespread sufTering and 
many needless deaths. 

A humanitarian catastro­
phe has been averted, the 
report lays. only by the high 
priority the Cuban govern 
meni has given to health 
spending, despite a steadily 
worsening economic environ­
ment. Defence, culture, arts 
and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n have 
laker, budget cuts to allow 
extra spending on health. 

Dr Peter Bourne, who 
headed the American team, 
was the heaJlh adviser to Hres 
idem Carter Spcakinc at the 
report s Br i t ish publ icat ion 
yesterday, he revealed that the 
White House had been on l^e 
verge of lifting it^e embargo in 
1977. but drew back when Ha­
vana sent a military lorce to 
aid the new re-/olutioi\ary gov 
errunent ir. Ethiopia. "But the 
situation now is incomparably 
wone — Uien they coiud stUl 
get suppl ies f rom eastern 
Europe and f ^ m US subsldlar 
ICS," Dr Bourne said. 

Since th« embargo was 
Tightened under the Bush 
administration tn 1992. every 
aspect of preventative hef "ih 
care, from water purif ication 
to books for the country's 23 
medical schools, or extra food 
for*thfl old and; for children, 
'hiU^c6'ij»>heAr't6'coUaps«l\ 

Cuba's UbUtlon h u be«n 
. nude wofM since last year by 

tn^ijyS, Epvpiwnenrs Hdnjs-
Buhon A c t y h l c h deters Jor-
elgn Investment at a time 

wlu'n the Mluaiioi ' .n itu-
coutitrv IS alrcatU tii.*\ tnu) 
description". Dr Unurnf ^;il(l 

Child rancer MifiiTi-is .ue 
seine 111 tiie nio>l (listn'.ssmt; 
v i c t i m s of 1 he f ni i . 
whii ' l i bans Ctiba Imni t)iiyin^ 
nearly half of the i irw world 
class druK^ in a inarkei dunu 
Tuted by US nunu fanu i et s 

The team visited a paediai 
rlc ward which had IH-.V\\ 
wi ihoui the natisoa pri-\i-ni 
Ing d^u^;. metclopraiuide l ICl 
fui 22 days. It found th^i X, 
childrt 'n undcrcoln^; chriMo 

i therapy were ' om ;u^^; or. 
I avi.'( at;e 28 lo 30 tiino> .T d.iy 

An-jtliL-r g i r l , aged U\r. in a 
cancer wa rd 1 ack inp 1m 
plantoflK for chcmothci apy. 
was being treated through 
her )ugular vein because all 
her other veins had collapsed 
She was in excruciatini; pain 

Surgical operations have 
dropped by a third in the labi 
five years because of the lack 
of hospital resol^c^•^ Thori 
arc clironic shoriaj^es of .ill 
s u p p l i e s , f r o m drut;s to 
mstrtitnents. 

Aids patients are also siif 
ferinj; badly. Mergers ol' Euro 
pean drug suppliers lAith US 
companies have suddenly cut 
01 f a l t e r n a t i v e supp l ies 
Cuba 1 own pharmaceutical 
industry is increasingly ham 
percd as Washington pre 
vents European subsidiaries 
of US companies from selling; 
It materials 

Forty eight per cent nf iht-
215 new drugs heinj; [(•^tcl1 m 
the US are spccjficaily lo: 
treatment of breast tanccr 
The embargo denies iht-m ir, 
Cuban women 

"Only the preexisting cx 
cellence of the system and the 
extraordinary dedication ol 
Ihe Cuban medical iornmu 
nity have prevented inrmiiely 
greater loss of life and suffer 
ing. the report says 

Despite the difTiculties. the 
coun t ry ' s Infant mor ta l i t y 
rate is stUI only half that of 
Washington DC. and in access 
to health services, immunisa 
t lons and l i fe expectancy 
Cuba compares wi th Europe. 

In response to growing real 
isation in the US that the 
embareo violates the United 
Nations charter and the Ccn 
eva Conventions,.and threat­
ens ' the ;(^ti ire of 'the • World 
Trade Organisation, a biparti­
san congressional group is to 
L-.troduce legislation within 
the next two weeks lo l ift th^ 
ban on food and drugs 
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Stephen S. Rosenfeld 

Cuba, Food, Medicine 
America should ml be in llie business of infliclingpain. 

Oti hand, it i& 
hard to think of 
any single for­
eign policy act 
by the United 
States that is 
meaner, more 
demeaning and 
altogether less 
defensible than 
the American 
embargo on 
medicine, medi­
cal supplies and 
food to Cuba. 
Added 'fa 1964 
lo the broader 
anti-Castro em­
bargo begun in 
l%0,thebanon 
foods and medi­
cines is now a largely unnoted fixture of the 
hemispheric landscape. 

Unnoted but not ineffective. The ban is in fact 
oonlinually cutting deeper, making the United 
Slates a p.irty—to a degree that needs some 
sorting out —to the infliction of pain and suffer-
uig on an unoffending civilian population. The 
toll is newly documented by a report a year in 
the making by nine experts organized bv_the 
American Association for World Healtt̂  (l«2fi K 
St. NW. Washington 20006). Its honorary cliair-
man is Jimmy Carter. 

The end of Soviet subsidies and the p.issage of 
the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992 and the 
Helms-Burton Act of 1996. the report states, 
have done heavy damage that the island nation's 
world-hailed primary health care system has 
been able to limit only in part. Malnutrition, 
deterioration of water quality and sometimes 
fatal deficits in medicines, efjuipment and medi­
cal information are thc.resufts. It is detailed and 
dramatic stuff. 

When the report came out last month, the 
Albright State Department was ready with a 
rejection of "any allegation that the United 
States government is responsible for the d<--
plorable »ute of health care in Cuba." Of its $2 
billioo in foreign-exchange purchases. Cuba 
spent only $6 million on medicine, said the 
spokesman, observing that the embargo allows 
humanitarian shipments to Cuba and that "the 
United States" remains the largest donor. Fidel 
Castro chooses to spend not on his own people 
but on the "little toys" of his military and a 
nuclear power plant, he jeered. 

Look dosely here: The United Sutes deter­
minedly squeezes the medical sector and the 
whole Cuban economy, harasses Ihe Cubans for 
trying to compensate and then blames Havana 
for failing to lighten the impact. The American 
government then boasts of opening the very 
humanitarian loophole it strives in practice to 
narrow. In fact, the fount of charity is not "the 
United States" but private donors who must 
conquer the obstacle^ their govemment has 
strewn in their path. 

Note that at the United Natwns the Clinton 
administration has just gotten Saddam Hussein to 
use the ̂ lumanitaiian k>opbole written.^nto the 

oaOCUTUPMSS 

sanctions constricting Iraq. It is a loophole sub­
stantially more generous and more accessible than 
the one affecting Cuba. Its use serves the people 
of Iraq .ind makes the other sanctions pressing on 
the Iraqi economy politically more sustainable. 
The same could be made true in Cuba. 

From the feel of things, the group that has 
done lliis new study is sympathetic to the Castro 
government's campaign against the whole 
American embargo. The group's evident liberal 
leanings can be pounced upon by those who 
beheve that against Castro anything goes. 

My own view Is that at this late date the 
general embargo has a modest but Ungering 
utility as a card to play in a negotiated windup of 
the Communist regime. But the medical embar­
go is different. It mocks the notion that the 
purpose of medicine is to heal. It employs a 
technique of war against civilians. It separates 
Americans from the practice and belief of our 
closest friends. If it is an increment in the power 
equation, it is a dubious one, less the source of 
leverage than shame. 

In the Cold War. we might have asserted a 
higher prionty, the survival of our civilization. Docs 
.soiiK-<Hic still need to be reminded that the CoW 
War is over.' That CasUo's days as a threat lo our 
security and gtobal poise are gone.' No doubt he 
wouki try to profit if the medical embargo were 
lifted. But this is not going to be the measure by 
whkh he and his police state survive. 

The question cpins on as to whether engage­
ment or isolation best erodes the mischief and the 
power of revolutionary regmies. We need not be 
the slaves of a foolish consistency. But if we have 
decided that engagement suits China and isolation 
suits Cuba, we are obliged to ask why. 

One reason for the inconsistency arises from 
Cuba's visible presence in the neighborhood and 
from the seeming feasibility of engineering 
change in a small dose-by place. A second 
reason is the starUing readiness of the hard-line 
Miami Cubans to inflict pain upon tlieir kin. 
Another is a historical rage at what some Ameri­
cans perceive as Castro's insolence in maintain­
ing his power over our teeth-gnashing. But none 
of these considerations can possibly rise to a 
level justifying the denial of American medicines 
to Cuban children.: , - i / i ; 
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Target Castro, Not Cuba's People 
B> MALCOLM \VALL<)I' 

Soiiiedax' historians uiii be perplexed 
by the derli.'̂ .e of Americin sialecrafl after 
the Cold U ir. Today's foroit,'ii [)olicy mak­
ers claim rr.oraliiy, consistency and na­
tional interest as ttieir jfuidinp pnnciplcs. 
But I def\ anyone looking at our cuirent 
patchwork of embargoes, drug-war certifi­
cations, most favored nation trading sta­
tus and pasiion for human rights to (ind a 
common thread in U.S. foreign policy. 

One of t.-.e obstacles to a tnily consis­
tent policy ;s ;tie ovcrreaclion to symbols. 
Symbols a.v marvelous tools for the 
thoughtless. b<?cause they relieve policy 
makers ol 'j-.<? necessity to rrason. Fidel 
Castro IS ju<: such a symbol. He is unde­
niably bad. He abuses human rights, and 
so our naiuTil impulse is to punish him: 
Whatever r. :akes, just to do it. Pay no 
mind if we L; the innocent and miss hiin-
he is bad er.cugh to e.xcuse mistakes. This 
is a funny - i y for a great nation to be­
have, but i : :< just what we are doing by 
choosing rr;-.:iciiie and basic food as 
weapons in ccr war on the "the threat to 
our nations; security" called Cuba. 

It's hare rr.ou;;h to u-ndorstand how an 
island of 11 :"...lion people, now wiihout its 
Soviet proir.'.jrs, threatens the world's 
last super,':-er. Thai worry alone tells 
you how {2- . nulnary has declined dur­
ing the Ch:.::n years. Vet even il we ac­
cept this arf_Tient, how can a great nation 
like the U S target Cuba's civilians, in­
cluding wor^n and children, by denying 
them neccssi.-. medicine? This has never 
been our poL:;. toward such world evils as 
Iraq, Libya i.-.o Iran. Even in our darkest 
struggles u : - ;he Soviet Union, we never 
depended ci food and medicine as a 
weapon. 

How is II -e are now contemplating per­
mitting trace »ith and providing airlifts of 
food to .Vjr"-! Korea- w hose missiles 
threaten us ir.d our allies, whose troops 
threaten U.S :roops, which has an active 
nuclear, as - rJ as chemical and biological, 
weapons pr:-~im and whose abuse of hu­

man rights Is the worst in the region? For 
Î yongyang we offer nuclear technology, 
heating oil, foodstuffs and cash assistance, 
and encourage the world to give more of 
the same. How Is It that we can engage 
China, the quintessential violator of hu 
man rights, and permit weapons technol­
ogy transfers to Beijing, but we dare not 
provide breast-cancer screening technol 
ogy to Cuba? How is it that Iraq, which 
threatens not only us but our European a nd 
Persian Gulf allies, has O'jr permission to 
sell oil to buy basic food and medicine, 
Willie we are so Uireatened by Mr. Castro 
that we cannot allow Cuban children ac­
cess to life-prolonging kulcemia drugs? 

Th<̂  American Association for World. 
Health's report on the Impact of the U.S. 
Kmbargo on Health and Nutrition In Cuba 
makes clear the shameful effects our pol­
icy is having. Waterbome diseases are in­
creasing in Cuba, for instance, because wc 
won't allow repairs to U.S.-made water 
treatment facilities. I readily concede lhat 
Mr. Castro and his govemment violate 
their citizens' human rights, but for Amer­
ica to break its treaty obligations under 

the Organization o! A.Tiencan States, the 
.N'orlli American Fr« Trade Agreement, 
the United Nations -r.d the Geneva Con­
ventions in order to '..ghl human-rights vi­
olations with those of our own Is Just plain 
wrong. 

Our passion for seriousness led the 
Commerce Department in 1994 to deny an 
export license for a shipment of replace­
ment parts, which had 27% U.S. content 
and a total value of less than $175, for 20-
yeai old X ray machines '.n maternity, pe­
diatric and rural hcispitals in Cuba. De­
spite the fact that Ihcker International had 
received licenses (or similar replacement 
parts two years eariier. Commerce ruled 
that the parts did no; "meet basic human 
needs" and that thei."- expori to Cuba would 
be "detrimental to United States foreign 
policy." 

Perhaps President Clinton, who has fo­
cused on women's hn'.ih and children's is­
sues, does not know Lhe lengths to which 
his administration w-!l go to deny medi­
cine and food. This president likes to pro­
claim that at long lis; no American child 
now goes to bed WT.;-, a Russian missile 
aimed his w ay. Mr. C'::.'':ton now has an op-
[wriunity to make S-.-e lhat Cuban chil­
dren not go to bed ceraed basic (ood and 
essential medicine by Lhe U.S. 

This is not about forgiving Mr. Castro 
his sins, for I do not. Instead, my plea is 
lhat Amenca not corjnit ils own grievous 
sins by way of confronting him. There is 
plenty for us to do to pursue our interests, 
but we could start by sefang an example of 
decency. Amending Helnis-Burlon to allow 
trade in (ood. mcdKi.'.e a.Td medical tech­
nology would be nc concession to Fidel 
Castro, but rather a.T acceptance o( our 
own good nature. 

Mr. Wallop, a former Republican senator 
from Wyoming, is chc:rrru:n of the I-Yonticrs 
of freedom Institute :n Arlington, Va. His 
private consulting clients include Sherritt 
International, a Toronio-based company 
lath mining interests :r. Cute. 
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Tctcr C. Bounic, Ml ) 
Cliaimian of tlie Btkird 
AAWM 
1129 20 th St. Nw, Suite 400 
Washinuton. D.C. 20036 

Dear Dr. Bourne 

1 would like to thank you lor mailing me the study of the impact of tiie U.S. enibaigo on 
health care in Cuba. 

1 will read it carefully, and encourage Bill's support for a change in policy, although 1 know 
he is already convinced it is badly needed^ 

Sincerely, 

Vesta Richardson, MD. 

ACC-J!*9A5-24 1-057 

9051-C Siempre Viva Rd. 
Suite MX21-14 
San Diego, CA 92173 
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Cruel squeeze ou Cuba 
luincsM. Wall 

I I 1:̂  ilAlU) t(j think ol any single loreigii policy act by the 
I iiiti'd "states that is nieanei; more deiiieaniinj; and ;dtou[eth-
vr less deleiisible than the Ameiican embargo on medicine, 
medical supplies and food to .Cuba." That .stinging rebuke 

was deli\ered by Stephen S. Rosenfeld in die WasJiington Post. 
The embargo, first put in place in 1961 in an elToit to topple Fidel 
Castro, is not only mean and demeaning; it is also a complete fail­
ure:. Castro IS still in power hi addition, bv including medicine 
and tood in tJie embargo, the U.S. is violating international 

l i i i i i i . i i i rii^lits (.oiueiitions which call 
ior tin- tree inoveiiiciit ol food and 
nicdic iiic, i ' \ r i i 111 wailiiiic, to cinliaii 
pu[)iihitioiis. 

,Sc\c-ntcfii \!.ais ago 1 spoke to a 
small Soatlit-rn Baptist congregation 
in lla\aii , i . During the social hour a 
uoniaii told i:.e o( her daughter's 
nci'd lor .i uiL-cxation. .-Xt that time 
slic cDiilil '..̂ et (,i! Ui:;s liom IListern Eu-
n)])i'. l)Ut till, particnhir drug she 
neeilrd \\ as , i \ .-.i'ahle oill\- i ioi i i a U.S. 
c(jmp,m\. Did I think, she asked, that 
alter the upcoming presidential elec­
tion her lellow Southern Baptist, 
Jimm\- Carter. \'.ould lift the embargo 
on h)od and nu-dicine? I told her that 
1 had good reason to believe that 
C'aiter, it re-eiected, would indeed 
lilt that part oi :he ban. Three weeks 
hitcr, Carter lost the presidency to 
Ronald Reagan. 

The embargo is not only still in 
place, it has been tightened. In 1992 
George Bush signed tlie Cuban 
Democracy .Act during a cainpaign 
stop in Florida, and in 1996 Presi­
dent Clinton signed the Helms-Bur­
ton Act during his re-election cam­
paign. 

It is the Helms-Burton Act which 
is so stnngeiit tiiat it prevents foreign 
companies Ironi doing business in the 
U.S. if the\' "traftic" with Cuban com­
panies that hold properties that Cas­
tro nationalized in 1960. The U.S., 
which in recent years has turned to 
the United .Nations to sanction its mil-
ildiy actions in Iraq and in the former 

embargo 

'Jugoslavia, has ignored UN resolu­
tions that c-ond(;nin the Cuh.i embar­
go .iiid which call lor the U.S. to re­
scind provisions of the emb.irgo that 
\iolate both the UN Charter and in­
ternational law. 

T he damage inllicted 
on the Cuban people by 
the ban on lood and 
medicine has been docu­
mented in a recent year­
long stiuK conducted by 
the .American Association 
for World Health. The 
medical investigators, di­
rected by physician Peter 
Bourne, chair of the 
AAWTI board and a for­
mer oibciaJ in the Carter 
administration, interviewed medical 
professionals and government o f f i ­
cials, surveyed 12 American medical 
and pharmaceutical companies, and 
documented die experience of Cuban 
import firms. 

. \AWH concluded that the U.S. 
embargo is "taking a tragic human 
toll" on the Cuban people. Indeed, 
"die embargo has closed so many win­
dows that in some instances Cuban 
pli)-sicians have found it impossible to 
obtain lifesaving macliines from any 
source, under any circumstances. Pa­
tients have died." 

According to the report, unt i l 
1990 all Cuban women over the age 
of 35 received mammograms on a 
regular basis at no cost. Today, with­
out adequate equipment, niammo-

.517 

Healtli 
experts 
have now 
tlocuineiiled 
the "tragic 
human tol l" 
exacted 
by the U.S. 

grams air no longer empliivrd ,is .1 
routine ]in-\ entiv e pioe eJm r; t l i r \ 
are used onlv toi lii^li-iisk p.ilu'iils. 
In 199-1 and 1995. tl , ,- l.u k of . \ - i , i \ -
i i lm halted .ill maiiimogr.iiiis m l la 
Nana institiitions .uul in 1 . i mobile 
units. 

The A.\\\ 11 toiind that tlic embar­
go [ireN'cnts the E.istman Kod.ik eom-
paiiy or an\' subsidi.in' Irom selling the 
U.S.-produced Kod.ik Mini-R film—a 
product speciiiealK recommeiKh'd by 
the World Health Organi/ation be­
cause it ('xposes women to less radia­
tion." During the 19S()s, as m<in\- as 15 
niasteetomies \\ere perlormed daily; 
now, because ol tin- lack ol surgical 
supjilies, the number h.is chopped to 
two or thiee a d.i\. 

Cuba tiit ' t l to bu\ .\-ia\ tilm from 
third-j)art\ ' trading companies, but 
ran into two problems, markups 
priced the f i lm (jut oi the go\crn-
nieiil's reach, and these tliird-pa!t\-
intermediaries were reluct.mt to pur­

chase' sutticient t|iiaiitities 
to sell to Cuba even al i i i -
Haled [irict'S bec.uise 
large purchases \\onld call 
U.S. .itteiition to sales that 

illegal under \vonUl tie 
U.S. law. 

The .A.WV'H teamalso 
reported that since 1992 
Cuba has been unable to 
purchae parts for the chlo-
rinatioii svstem that treats 
70 percent of tlie countr)''s 
drinking water .Morbidity 

rates from water-born diseases have 
doubled since 19S9. 

Ashortage of anesthetics and relat­
ed equipment and of antibiotics 

has forced a drop in the number of 
surgeries from SS5,T90 in 1990 to 
536.547 in 1995. When the AAWH 
team visited one pediatric ward, it 
found that 35 children were vomiting 
28 to 30 times a day from their 
chemotherapy treatment, a reaction 
tliat is normally minimized with a 
drug readily available in the U.S. 
New drugs for breast cancer and chil­
dren's leukemia are denied to women 
and children in Cuba. 

The political logic behind a policy 
of deliberately blocking Cuba from 
access to medical supplies and drugs 

e i i m S r i . « , N ( . . ' K S T L H V J i i : . f 4 - n , 1997 



_ ·, ,1111111,-. ,11111,· l 1 .S p11litici:111, 
· ·., 11· !i1,.11ll·i.1I l,:wk1·rs. 1111,,t 11<l-

1 1tl,:111-.-\111<'ti1·:u1s wl111 Ii,,· 
'· I· l11r1,l.i :111d \,.,,. J1·rs,·, 

. ,,! 111w d:1,· rl'l11rni11g tll 
,:,,·. '1k,· 1-'id1·I Castrn. N1·itl11'r did 
I)_, ,.::ct Lis1·11\1!l\\'1•r. who IH'ga11 till' 
,-1,.:,_,:__,_" 111 llJhl :1t tl11· lwight oftlll' 
,·11),! ., .1r "·11,·11 Castro 11alill11:ili1.1·d 
:l11· l S corporalio11s i11 C11lia and 
dn Lrl'd l1is t\Ltrxist sy111pat l1il'S. 
TL.,: :11!l\1' lir(}l1gl1t hi111 decades ol'l'i-
1,.,:11 :.,1 s11ppllrt fr,n11 tlw So\'i1·t 
� 1 , :,. !.11t it .d,11 L11111cLl'd till' U .S 
1· 11,: 1.,r;.;,ll 1.\'l11·11 till.' Sovil'! U11illll 
n,ILi1�1•d 111 U:JSH, its fi11a11cial liack-
111:.'. f,n Culia elllle<l. The U.S. emhar­
:.'." 1·cii\(illlll'S. 

1·, ,!!,",·int.; the release of tl1c 
.-\.-\\\!! rqli,rt. the U.S. State Dl'­
p:,r:::iL•11t 1p1ickl�- rejected "any alk­
'..'.,,:1,-:1 tl1:1t ti\(' Uuited Stall's gO\rrn-
11:,·;.: is r1·sponsihle for tl1c d,·-
11;,_,: .. :Jk st:1t,· of liL'alth car,· ill
<_"1,: ., .. :\ spokcs111all for St:nL'tary uf
--;:_,,- \l.1delci111· Albright 111:1illL1i11l'll 
: 1 , .. : ., ·\,1opl1lll1·" i11 tl·;l' el1ll1:1rgo :ti­
le.-.·., f,,r l_j S l111111:rnitari:u1 sl1ip-
11:c··.:, t,1 C11h:1 f1u111 11011gon:r11111c·n-
t) .. _:,_·lll'IL'S. 

-\,·uir di11g to AA\\'l-1, hu\\·e·,·e·r. 
"1iu:,.1tiuns from U.S. NCO�. i11ll.'rna­
t1,l:,.d :tc'.L'llcies and third countries do 
lie•'. ,l)l;;p1·11s:ite to al\)' 111ajor dq�re·1· 
i,;: ::11· l1.inbl1ips intlieted Ii,· the e111-
\1.,: ..:u 011 tl1c hL'alth care s,·sti:1n and 
ti,,- ·:1,·altl1 of the Cuban p�ople Hl·­
s:ric:ions placed 011 charitable Jol\a­
tiur.s from the U.S. which are similar 
tu :hose imposed on commercial 
tr:,c:e l1a,·e the same discouraging im­
p.ic: se xerely limiting what might · 
otLerwise be contributed_" 

The AA\Vl-l's conclusions are sup­
po'.""'.�·d by statistics and extensive in­
tt-:--'ie\\·s \\ith medical professionals in 
Ci::M and the U.S. But individual 
c.1..<::-, tell an e,·e11 more powerful stor:,.
· 1,! one instance," the AAWH reports,
CdJa11 cardiologists diagnosed a

he.irt attack patient with a ventricular
arrh:,tlunia. He required an im­
pLinL.1.ble defibrillator to survive.
Though the U.S. firm CPI, which then
held a virtual monopoly on the device.
ex;.irt·sscd a willingness to make the
sJ,.-_ the U.S. government denied a li-
('t':·,se for it. T\\'o months later the pa­

■ 

_\ Tl!l-:Ol.<lCll:.\I. l:\<,l\l!l;Y -----·•----

Questioning Chavis l\luhanunad 

T
ill llO\\'-TIED Fruit of !shin 
g11ank the• Nation of !sla111's 
L'lill' security corps, stood 
rnnspic11011sl)' in the parki11g 

lot, door\\'a,·s .md ro11111s of Trillity 
. -

I .11tl11·1 :111 S,·111i11a1'\' in C:ol1111ilH1\, 
( )\ 1io Tit, ·y \\·,·re tl11 '!'L' to ptolt-l'l l\1 ·11-

_ ja111in C:ha,is �luh:u11111ad, forn11·dy a 
· United Church of Christ minister 
exe<.:uti,·L' dirL'ctor of the NAACP. 
in FL'lirnary con,·crtcd to tlw 
of Isbill. ·cha,·is �-luha1nn1:1d 
been in,·ited to a press cu11fer1·nu· 
a dialogue ,�ith a pallel of 
a11d 1lli11istns alHl11t l1is 
that 11n1: c:u1 be a Cl1ristian 
:111d a '.\Jation of !sla111 111i11iskr si1111tl­
L111e011sh-. (ThL' EaslL'rn Nortl1 Caroli-
1u r\sso�·iation of the: UCC Liter rl'­
jcct1:d tl1:tt cbi111 and rn1 April 21 
to kn11in,1tc Cha,·is �luha1
1lli11i<;1l'rial 

\\'ith his national proll\i111·nce, 
reputation as a civil rights leader, 
long tenure in professional circles 
the d1111ch anJ his facility with Chris­
tian concepts. Ch:tvis �t'ul1atll1nad 
o\l\·iouslv a \L'rv ,·,tluable con,·ert 
the ?\atio11. :\t both the press conier­
e11ce a11d the panel, the Fruit of 
guards maintained a watchful postur
over Chavis �tuhammad and his 
scrutinizing visitors. periodically ro­
tating their positions. It was 
that after only two months as a Mus­
lim, Chavis had already been designat­
ed a m1111ster and a 
spokesman, and was permitted to re­
tain his Christian surname (called 
'"slave name" in N;,1tion 
simply adding 

The April 18-19 visit to Trinity 
initiated by Carl Upchurch, a 
at Trinity who had previously 
with Chavis on the 1993 Gang Sum­
mit in Kansas City and on the 
Man March of 199.5. He 
Chavis's conversion subjected to pub­
lic theological scrutiny because, 
said, "Ben Cha,·is is attempting some­
thing tl1:1t tllJ'l:att:ns the 
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spi1 itual ll'l'tllllll'l'tion ol' tlu: Afric:rn­
:\1111·1i1·:111 co111111u11ity with tht· 
d11m·l1." 

Tl11· 1·,·1:nt was not sponsored h\· 
tltl' s1·111i11ary. Funds for it wer1' 
r.tist·d 11_, llpch1ll'<·h tlll'<J11.�l1 a pri­
, .it,· d, 111or \\'I 1, ·11 that d, rn11r p1d:1•d
out l1,T,111sL, of co111Tr11s ;diout the
"a11ti-Sl'111itic and a11tiwhitc._•·· atti­
tudes of thL' Nation, Upchurch re­
porll'd. lie CO\t'rL'J tl11· $.5,000 feL'
tl1:ll U1,1,·is M11h:1111111ad r1·cl'i,·cd fm
l1is :1ppL·,t1:111cc :1t Trillit,· ,111d at t\\11
utl1cr church-n·latcd 1·,·L•11ts 111
Col11ll1IH1S. Llpch11rcl1 is :111 L'X-u,1,­
,icl wl1u has told l1is lik ,;tor,· ill t!tc·
llJ\:)(i book Cu11uicted in tlu:.\\'0111/J
One 1'11111"s Jo11111cyfro111 l'ris,111cr r,1
l'nu:c 11111 kl' r

Tri11it:·'s tlt-a11. Ja111,·s Cl,ilo.ls. 
st11·ssed that thl' scl1ool d11l not scck 
u11t tlw rnel'li11g "B11t \\' ltL'll it \\'as of­
lcrl'd to us we fe·lt it \\';IS \\'ortl1 duill". 

::-, 

\Ve prnvidc<l a \'CnUL', because we 
have a share of concern anJ solidarity 
\\·itl1 tl1e social \\'itncss of the Afric:.111-
:\111nic:lll chmch. If it\ illlportant to 
tl1t·111, it's important to us." 

I \\ 'as rn1e uf L'iglit l)('ople ask(-J tu 
p:trticipatL' on the pa11cl. whicli w.ts 
colllposeJ et1ually of wl1itL' and hbck 
members, representing various de­
noll\inations and theological disci­
pline.,. \VL' wcrl' each to prepare a set 
of <p1estion.s aud were to be given 
equal tirne to present tl1em a11J liear 
responses. Cha,·is Muhammad 
opened the dialogue by calling for mu­
tual coniession of one Cod, coop:-ra­
tion and tolerance. This put the pan­
elists in an awbvard positiou. All of w 
were Christian clergy and 1tall seriou� 
theological questions about Chavi! 
Muhammad's desire to keep a foot ir 
each religious world. Yet we wantec 
very much to affirm our mutual socia 
concerns, to dialogue honestly, and tc 

Li11da A Mcrc11dm1tc �� prufessur of the 
olugy 111 t/1,_, Metlwdist Thcologica 
Sl'iuiol i11 0/11" i11 Ddmull"l', Ohw 
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POLICY REFORM 

A 
griculturai policy at the 
national, European
Union and international 
levels i s  the general 

theme of this issue. 

Pippa Woods (p l l) of the Family
Farmers' Association argues the
c a s e  f o r  C AP p o l i c y  r e f o r m
measures to protect family farms.
Fabien Colpaert of CEIPAL offers
an overview (p 10) of a simulation
study by INRA on the possible
effects of capping farm subsidies in

The international trade in agricul- France, and Andy Welford reviews
rnral products features in three a proposal by French farmer Andre
articles in this issue. Jur Schuurman Pochon on CAP reform (p6). 
ut PFS repurts (p7) on a proposal by ----------------- -
tht Durch Trade Minister to abolish , The US embargo on the export of
import duties on agricultural (and / food to Cuba violates international
other) products from the 48 Least/ human rights. Peter G Bourne M.D.
Developed Countries. reports (p4) on the hardships suf-

1 fered by the Cuban population. The

FWN will be at the 
forthcoming events! 

28 June .. North Yorkshire
County Show

30 June - 3 July ...... . 
. . . . . . . Royal Show
6 August . North Devon

7 August
12 August

\ 14 August

\ 16 August
Penny Fowler of CIIR discusses\ "right to food" is a human right says 
(p8/ 12) the future of the preferential · 1 Sigrun Skogly of FIAN, who are / 20 August
trade arrangements between the EU \ launching a UK branch (p5). --------
and 70 African, Caribbean and ·-.___ ------- 28 August

Show
Honiton Show

. Taunton Show
. Okehampton

Show
Mid-Somerset

Show
. Egton Show

Whitby
Melplash Show

West Dorset
Dorchester

Show

Pacific countries under the Lome Nestle come under renewed attack
Convention in the light of WTO (p3) from their critics. Aidan Harri-
regulations: can these arrangements son casts a caustic eye over the late
survive? Does the EU have the and unlamented Tory government's
political will co ensure that they do? record on tax and investment in UK

agriculture (p2). 
Michelle Harrison explains how the 
imminent renegotiation of the Lome 
Convention bodes ill for the sugar 
industry in Jamaica (p9). 

And finally Chris Emerson reviews
a book on agricultural biotechnology
(p 12). Marrin Walll.r � 

Farmers in the marlcet place: Whal future under a liberalised reglmet 
Photo: Odhlambo NgeJa, AGROSPHERE 

6 September

nsee you there/ n 

GHANA 
Exchange Visit
Autumn 1997 

Cost: about £1,000. 
Contact: Sue Rabbich on 
01203 696969 ext 338 

CHINA 
Exchange Visit

Chinese Agriculturalists to 
visit Autumn 97; UK return 

visit Spring 1998 

Cost about £ 1 , 000 
Contact: Sue Rabbich on 
01203 696969 ext 338 

UNDMA.RK is published bl-monthly by rhe Farmers' World Networlc (FWN) In collaboration wilh CE/PAL. It alms lo provide Independent loptcal 
comm,nt on agriculrural tuu11, and auoclated qu111toru of poverty and hung,r, in a brief and accessible formal. FWN is funded by lhe EU, Christian 
• u r..c FnD and lhe Arthur Rank Centre, (NdC Stonelelgh). The oplnluru upre:snd do not nece:r:rartly reflect rhe views of FWN or of lrs funders. 



THE US EMBARGO AND NUTRITION IN CUBA 

T 
he US e m b a r g o  o n  
exports of foo d  a nd
medicine to Cuba, in 

force for over 30 years, ha s 
caused untold hardship to ordi­
nary men, women and children in 
Cuba. The embargo also violates 
international human rights con­
ventions. Peter G. Bourne M.D. 
of AA WH1 explains below. 

In 1961 the United States imposed a 
"total embargo upon all trade 
between Cuba and the US". Food 
and medicine, originally exempted 
on humanitarian grounds, were 
included in 1964. In the early years, 
support from the Soviet Union and 
access to European companies, 
including US subsidiaries, meant 
that Cuba could obtain most of the 
food and medical supplies it needed. 

In t he mid-eighties with the collapse 
of the socialist bloc this all changed. 
In addition. in 1992 the so-called 
Cuban Emergency Act was passed 
which, among other things, pro­
hibited trade with Cuba by US sub­
sidiaries based in third countries. 

In addition, boars which docked in 
Cuba were denied the right to 
unload cargo in the US for six 
months. Suddenly there was an 
acute food shortage in Cuba (as well 
as termination of access to much of 
the medicine and medical equipment 
on which the country depended). 

In 1996, the American Association 
for World Health conducted a year 
long study resulting in a report 
"Denial of Food and Medicine: the 
Impucl of rhe US Embargo on 
Healrh and Nurn"n·on in Cuba". It 
looked in detail at the human suffer­
ing and even death that had resulted 
from the US policy. 

Apart from the damage to the medi­
cal system and health of the Cuban 
people caused by the American 
denial of crucial drugs and equip­
ment, the study found that the 
embargo directly threatens the food 
security of the Cuban people. 

"The shortage of food created 
by the embargo particularly 
aff ecrs the newborn" 

Between 1985 and 1989, calorie 
intake in Cuba exceeded 2,800 per 
day, with protein levels at 76 grams 
per day. By 1993 nutritional defi­
ciencies began to emerge in the 
general population: the median 
we igh t  of m al e s  and  f ema l e s  
dropped, with adolescents register­
ing weight loss of at least 2 kilo­
grams compared to 1982; and men 
and women aged 20 to 60 registered 
a marked weight loss. Cuba also 
began to register deficient nutritional 
status in women at the beginning of 
their pregnancies. 

The shortage of food created by the 
embargo particularly affects the 
newborn. In 1993, Cuba experi­
enced a 23 per cent increase in low 
birth weight babies. Being born at 
less than normal weight threatens 
not only the physical and mental 
development but even the very sur­
vival of many such infants. 

Since 1992 more  than 50,000 
Cubans have been affected by optic 
nerve neuropathy - a condition 
caused by malnutrition resulting in 
impaired vision. Anaemia caused by 
inadequate dietary intake has been 
found in more than 50 per cent of 
pregnant women and infants aged 6 
to 12 months. The situation has 
improved somewhat as Cuba has 
established new suppliers, but 
under-nutrition remains a serious 
problem. 

The entire impact of the embargo 
would have been truly catastrophic 
had it not been for the extraordinary 
dedication and ingenuity of the 
Cuban physicians and the willing­
ness of the government to increase 
the percentage of the national budget 
allocated for healthcare. 

How this nutritional damage was 
inflicted on the Cuban people is easy 
to  s e e. T h e  t i gh t en ing  o f  the  
embargo in 1992, banning trade 
with US subsidiaries, forced supp­
liers to cancel contracts with Cuba 
that included purchases of baby food 
from H.J. Heinz of Canada and 
$100 million in wheat, soy, beans, 
peas and lentils from the Argentine 
subsidiary of Continental Grain 
(New York) and from Cargill (Min­
neapolis). 

A New Zealand milk producer 
cancelled a long-standing contract to 
sell Cuba 1,500 metric tons of pow­
dered milk because, under the new 
restriction, they could find no ship­
per willing to carry it to Cuba. An 
Italian supplier could not find a 
tanker for some 9,000 metric tons of 
soy cooking oil. Some 17,000 met­
ric tons of rice sat at sea while the 
Chinese supplier argued for higher 
freight charges. 

If food could be  sent from the 
United States, Cuba would save 
$215,800 for each ship replacing a 
European freighter, and $516,700 
for  e a c h  r e p l a c i n g  an  A s i a n  
freighter. Cuba paid an additional 
$35,881,896 to non-US suppliers 
and shippers for deliveries of wheat 
flour, soy flour, corn, soy beans, 
chicken and milk. 

In addition, the ban on exports from 
the US of fertilisers, pesticides, 
animal feed and fuel has seriously 
damaged production and crop yields. 
In addition, denial of crucial sup­
plies and equipment has severely 
hampered applied agricultural 
research, especially biotechnology 
studies. 

The inclusion of food and medicine 
in a trade embargo is a clear viol­
ation of international human rights 
conventions, most notably Article IV 
of the Geneva Convention, which 
require the free flow of food and 
medicines, even in wartime, to serve 
the basic needs of civilian popula­
tions. Food and medicine were not 
included in the embargos against 
South Africa, Libya, Iran or even/ 

· Iraq. ,,,,,------------------- ·
,__________.-

1 n four consecutive sessions the 
United Nations General Assembly 
has overwhelmingly passed resol­
utions condemning the embargo and 
calling on the US to rescind those 
aspects that violate principles of 
international law. The world com­
munity has a special responsibility to 
bring sufficient public pressure to 
bear to end these efforts to starve 
the people of Cuba. 

Peter G Bourne, M.D . .:I 
Chairman of lhe Board, AA WH 

1 AA WH ia an independent oon-govcromental 
organiaation, one of tho leading diaeaao pre­
vention/health promotion organiaationa in the 
US. Further information tel: 0171 828 5961 
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Cuba: Lift This Harsh Embargo oh Medicines 
XTTASHINGTON — Off-
W hand, it is hard to think of 

any single foreign policy act by 
the United States lhat is meaner, 
more demeaning and altogether 
less defensible than the Amer­
ican embargo on medicines, 
medical supplies and food to 
Cuba, l l i e ban was added in 
1964 to tlic broader anti-Ca.stro 
embargo t)egun in 1960. 

It is continually cutting deep­
er, making the United States a 
party to tlic infliction of suf­
fering on an unoffending civil­
ian population. The toll is newly 
documented by a report, a year 
in the making, by nine experts 
organized by the American As-
.sociation for World Health. 

l l i e end of Soviet subsidies 
and the passage of the Cuban 
Democracy Act of 1992 and tlie 

Itv Stephen S. Hofjcnfcid 

HeJms-Bimon Act of 1996, t)ic 
report states, have done heavy 
damage that the island nation's 
world-hailed primary health 
care system has been able to 
limit only in part. Malnutrition, 
deterioration of water quality 
and sometimes fatal deficits in 
medicines, e<^uipment and med­
ical information arc the results. 

When the report came out 
last month, the Albright Slate 
Department was ready with a 
rejection of "any allegation lhat 
the United States government is 
responsible for the deplorable 
Slate of health care in Cuba." 

Of its S2 billion in foreign 
exchange purcha.scs, Cuba sp̂ rnt 
only $6 million on medicine, 
said the spokesman, obser̂ •lng 

tJiai Uic cml)argo allows liunvaii-
itarian sliipments to Cuba and 
thai "the United States" , re- , 
mains tlic largest donor. Fidel 
Castro chooses to spend not on 
his own people but on the "little 
toys" of his military and a nu­
clear power plant, he jeered. 

l̂ ook closely here: Tlie 
United States determinedly 
squeezes Uic medical sector and 
the whole Cuban economy, har­
asses the Cubans for trying lo 
compensate and then blames 
Havana for failing to lighten the 
impact. Ttie American govern­
ment then b<.iasts of opening the 
very humanitarian loophole that 
it strives in practice to narrow. 

In fact, the fount of charity is 
not "the United States" but 
private donors. 

Note that al the United Na­
tions, llie Clinton administra­
tion has just got Saddam Hus­
sein to use the humanitiirian 
loophole written into the sanc­
tions coiislrictiiig Iraq. It is a 
loophole substantially more 
generous and more accessible 
than the one affecting Culja. 

The group that has done this 
new study seems sympathetic to 
the Castro government's cam­
paign against the whole Amer­
ican embargo. My own view is 
that at this late date the general 
embargo ha.s a modest but 
lingering utility as a card to play 
in a negotiated windup of tlie 
Communist regime. But tlie 
medical embargo is different. 

It employs a locliiuquc of war 
against civilians. It .separates 
Americans from the practice: 
and tx;lief of our closest friends.; 
If it is an increment in the power 
equation, it is a dubious one, 
less the source of leverage tharv 
of shame. 

In the Cold War, we might 
have asserted a higher priority^ 
tlie survival of our civili7.ation. 
Does someone still need lo be. 
reminded lhat the Cold War jŝ  
over? lliat Mr. Ca.siro"s days a? 
a threat to U.S. security and 
global poise are gone? 

Tlic question spins on as to 
whether engagement or isol.i-
tion l>cst erodes the mischief 
and the power of revolutionary 
regimes. We need not Iv the 
slaves of a foolish consistency^ 
But if we have decided ilut en­
gagement suits China and iso-| 
lation suits Cuba, we are 
obliged lo ask why 

One reason for the inconsist­
ency ari.scs from Cuba'.s visible' 
presence in the neighl)orh(K>d 
and from the seeming teasibiliry 
of engineering change in a smalt 
close-by place. A second is the 
startling readiness of hard-line 
Miami Cubans to inflia pain 
upon their kin. Another is a his­
torical rage at what some Amer­
icans perceive as Mr. Castro's 
insolence in maintaining his 
power over our teeth-gna-shing. 

None of these considerations 
can possibly rise lo a level jift-
tifying the denial of American 
medicines to Cuban children. 

The Waihingian Post. 



U.S. embargo drastically affecting 
health of Cubans, study concludes 
t y JACKKEL80N 
Loi Any«i»« Tlm»» Be^^oa 

WASHINGTON — The slringcni U S einbar^o 
against Cuba that prohibm the sale of food ar.d 
severely restricts the sole of medicine has signifi-
candy increased sufTcnng and deaih on i-.: isT:ind 
according to o vc-arlonp study for the Arr.ericnn 
Association for \Vorld Hcalih 

Since ;hc embargo was tighlcncd by 1992 
Cuban Democracy Act, the health association 
reports, the number of unmet medical needs — 

•patients going wuhoui cjjcntial drvgi o: dociors 
performing niedicul procedures v-^thout adequate 
eqummcnt — has sharply Hcctlera'.cd. 

"The declining availability of roodsiuf^s. medi­
cines and such basic mcil'cal supplies as replace-
iTicnl parts for 30-year'Old X - t ny ,-i:h; ncs Is iakinp^ 
a ir.Tgic human loH," ihr medical cjpcns report. 
"The embargo h,is closed so m.inY WKUIO^S ihni in 
some instances Cuban physicians h.ive found It 
mipossible to obtain life-soving rr,,ichincs from nny 
source, under any circumstances. Palierits have 
died." 

The findings will be released ot a ne^s confer­
ence today by ihe associaiion, a nongovcnmcnial, 
educational ami of the World |-k'c!ih Orj,.Tni7..Tiion. 
A copy of the document was obtained by the Los 
Angeles Times. 

The health situation in Cuba has been aggra­
vated in recent months by the cfTccts ofthc Helms-
Dunon Act passed by Congress m 1996, the associ­
aiion said. He'ms-Bunon seeks to discourage 
investment by permuting lawsuns to be Hied in 
U S. couns agamsi foreign investors who LSC U S 
assets expropnaied by Cuba. 

President Clinton announced in January ih.ii he 
was delaving implementing the law for at least six 
monlhs. but ttic repon says the prospect crenforce-
mcnt has had a "chilling effect" on hcalth<are pro­
viders who might contemplate trade with Cuba. 

Although the health association maVcs oo spe­
cific Dolicy pioposals in its 30O-p3ge report, u 
emphasizes thai i! would be "o" iy reasonable" for 
the Untied Stiles to exempt food and medicine 
from its cmb?roo. ["'emotional buman rights con-
veniions call foi f r i r Dow of food and medicine 
even during wr,',ii-nc. 

The report onclt '- icd that human cfTecis of the 
embargo nave ber i "d.tngerously cxaccrbaied" by 
four factors s t t m m l r j from the 1992 act: 

• A ban on i ' hy fi>;ci£n subsidianes of U.S 
companies, w'nci" has severely consirnined Cuba's 
ability lo impon medicines and medical supplies 
from third countries. Recent buyouts and mergcrj 

'The declining availability of 
foodstuffs, medicines and such 
basic medical supplies as ' 
replacement parts for SO-year-cld 
X-ray machines is taking a tragic 
human toll.' 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR WORLD HEALTM 

between maior U.S. and European pharmaceuiical 
companies lunher reduced Ihe number of co'^pa-
n i c permuted to Inde with Cuba. 

• Provisions to license the individual sale of 
medicines and medical supplies — ostensibly lo 
miiigaie the embargo's impact on healih<are deliv­
e r y — that in practice arc so restrictive that ihev 
actively discourage medical commerce. Numerous 
licenses for medicines and medical equipment have 
been denied on the grounds that these exports 
"would be detrimental lo U.S. foreign policy m'.er-
csis " 

• A provision discouraging shippers from de'iv. 
ering medical supplies to Cuba by barring shirn 
from loading or unloading car^o in U.S. pons for 
180 days after delivering cargo lo Cuba. 

• Long delays in licensing and o.lher restrictions 
thai have discouraged charitable coniribuiions 
from the United Stales. 

Cuba has managed to avert a "humani ia-. jn 
catastrophe" only because the Cuban govcmmem 
h.as maintained a hisji level of budgetary supp-c;r 
for a system designed lo deliver health care to all of 
its citizens, according to the report, which no ic 
that Cuba still has an infant mortality rate half mat 
of Washington, D.C. 

The study team, made up of nine medical 
experts and headed by Dr. Peter G. Bourne, the 
health association's board cliairman, cvalua:ed 
r«<j rch based on visits to 28 patient-care facili'.-.es 
and I J nongovcmmcnirl ?rid i^'emational orgam-
zaI ions, as well as interviews VA:11. 160 professionals 
and "mnumerablc" paiiei'is famil icj. 

They also found thai Cuban patients arc 
deprived of any drug ini^;rTl3tlonally patented by 
U S manufacturers since 19£?. Since the United 
5taic5 boasts i h t worJd'i I s j d i n j ph'armaceuical 
research and production capability, the embargo 
elTcctively bans Cuba from buying nearly half of 
new world-class d r u ^ on lhe market, 
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Cubans suffering, study says 

Tribune file photo 

The 37-year-old embargo has contributed, 
through worsening nutrition, to the sickening 
of 50,000 people in Cuba, the study says . 

SUMMARY! A new Survey by an Ameri­
can group says the U.S. trade embargo is 
creating serious health care problems for 
children and adults m Cuba. 

By DANIEL BEHGER 

o l The T a m p H l i i b u n c 

Severe shortages of medicine, medi­
cal and public heiilth equipment created 
by the U.S. trade embargo are destroy­
ing Cuba's he;ilth care system, s.iys a 
study just released by the .American As­
sociation of World Health. 

"It is our expert medical opinion lhat 
the U,S. embar^;i) has caused a siji;iiifi-
cant rise in suffering — and even death 
— in Cuba," said the Washington-based 
nonprofit research group. 

The study finds the 37-year-olil em­
bargo lowered the average birth weights 
of babies, raised infant mortality and con­
tributed, through worsening nutrition, to 
an epidemic of neurological problems 
sickening 50,000 people. 

Cuban doctors cannot adequately 
screen women for breast cancer, the 
public water supply is infested, and chil­
dren with treatable cancers are denied 
access to breakthrough drugs made by 
U.S, companies, the doctors who wrote 
the study said Monday. 

" T H E C U P B O A R D S are bare, 
said Robert J. White of Case Western 
Reserve University medical school, a 
member of the research team, "Ad­

vanced lifesaving drugs that we manufac­
ture in our country are simply not avail­
able." 

Alfred W. Brann, a pediatrics profes­
sor at Emory University medical school, 
said the "unintended consequences" of 
the embargo's effects against women, 
children and the elderly have made it 
tougher than any U.S. trade action 
against Iran, Iraq or South Africa. 

Researchers, for instance, visited a 
IK'di.itrie ward on its 22nd day wilhcut a 
cancer drug used to fight nausea during 
chemotherapy. 

"The 35 children in the ward were 
vomiting ... 28 to 30 times a day," the 
study said. 

The world health association is led by 
Peter Bourne, who advrsed former Presi­
dent Carter on international health and 
who later served as assistant secretary-
general to the United Nations. Its honor­
ary chairman is Carter. 

The trade embargo was intensified by 
a 1992 law ftirther limiting shipping to 
Cuba and restricting its ability to buy 
drugs from other countries. 

THE REPORT echoes two other 
studies, one by a University of South 
Florida professor. 

Anthony Kirkpatrick, a USF assistant 
professor of anesthesiology and pharma­
cology who wrote one of the earlier stud­
ies, endorsed the report Monday. 

He said he sliared information with 

the group's researchers during four trips 
he made to Cuba between 1993 and 
1995. 

"My goal is to get this to the Ameri­
can people and let them decide for them­
selves if they want their country to b€ 
part of this," said Kirkpatrick, active in 
an anti-embargo group called Cuba Vive. 

His study focused on obstacles U.S. 
companies face in selling medicine to Cu­
ba. It was published in November in the 
British iiiedk ill journ,il l.aiuct .ifter a 
major U.S. journal deemed the issue too 
hot to handle, he said. 

A study in the January .American 
Journal of Public Health found that Cu­
ba's death rate rose from 1989 to 1994, 
mostly from 7,,S00 additional elderly 
deaths. 

Margarita Cancio, 37. a Cuban-Amer­
ican doctor and Tampa General Hospi­
tal's vice chief of staff, said she doubts 
the health problems are new. 

"What needs to be blamed is that 
they have a p<ilitKal s\steni that is op­
pressive, that does not allow personal lib­
erty or economic growth," she said. 

But Cancio, who left Cuba when she 
was 11, IS against the embargo. 

" i t gives them an excuse," she said, 
"They want to blame the embargo and 
the Yankees fnr everything that goes 
wrong in Cuba." Ending it, she said, 
"would take away that crutch." 
B l« t f w r l U r Ph i l W i l l on c o n l r i b u l » d to I h i i re ­

p o r t . 
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>. I. ' . -" .- . Cuban Lies 
a 1 ; 3 ^ N INDEX of the cynicism guiding the 
• ^ f \ jle?4prship of Cuba, you cannot do nuich 
*t^i)Qttfir—or worse—than Havana's com-
pJaint that̂ the United States is conducting biolog-
feal war.T This bizarre and flimsy charge, which 
wte Amewcan government has fully denied, was 
ttxjught ^ i n s t the United States at the United 
^tioris earlier this month, 
^ t star^i^ with a routine cleared-by-Cuba over-
{yght of .ja Colombia-bound civilian crop-dusting 
plane last^pct 21. Observing a Cuban commercial 
faircraft flying betow, the American pilot followed 
pnxedur6'and marked his location with a puff of 
smoke. Two months later Cuba complained that the 
ffiliericair-^lane—which, the State Department 
fifeists, caiitied no herbicide—had released some 
d iknown' "Substance. In May Cuba went to the 
gjgited.Ni||ions to accuse Washington of "biological 
gggreŝ 0p ,̂ saying that a plague of plant-destroy-
ipg insets, identified as Thrips palmi had appeared 
after tjhe(,^erican flyover. The pest attacks practi­
cally every crop, resists pesticides and "can be 
cflnsidered ideal biological agents able to inflict 
fifeavy ^thrittge on agricultural food crops," Cuba 

said. The smoke from the aircraft's smoke genera-
tof became "a white or grayish mist." 

Reports from Havana note that the new charges 
are in a long tradition of Cuba's assigning responsi­
bility for its misfortunes to the schemes of the 
"Yankee imperialists" over the years. The charges 
fit an attempt by the Cuban govemment to justify 
possible summer food shortages resulting from 
some combination of natural causes, the American 
embargo and Communist mismanagement. 

Hearing these ugly accusations, some in Cuba 
and elsewhere will assume that Fidel Castro's 

jegime is simply lying. That's what we think. But' 
others may be conditioned to give the accusations 
more credence by their knowledge of the dubious 
longtime American food and medicine embargo, 
part of the broader embargo that has been in place 
practically since President Castro took power. The 

^United States should have reviewed this question 
years ago. The purpose of reviewing it now is not 
to repudiate the Castro lies—a necessary but 
tedious exercise. It is to demonstrate that Ameri­
cans do not support this sort of infliction of hardship 
directly upon the unoffending Cuban people. 
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Cuba Can't Change on Its Own 
By Elizardo Sanchez 

Santacruz 

HAVANA 
ike people everywhere, Cubans 

yenrn for peace, pros­
perity and freedom. Our 
challenge is to make 
our existing totalitarian 
state, which is obsolete 

d inefficient, e\'olvt; into a more 
en system that is belter attuned to 
L.' global economy and the world 
ourid us. The Cuban people fervent-
'.'-aiit that change, but they insist 

.:( It occur peacefully. 
Peaceful transfoiniatioii can only 
.ichieved through a process of na-

nal reconciliation in which all polit-
il voices are included — even those 
the leaders of the present Govern-
.•nt. The transformaiion, after all, 

i:fi/(io Sanchez Suntacntz is direc-
0/ l/ie Cuhiin Coinnusaion for 

iinun Riyhl.s- and National Recon-
iation 

must begin under them. How could it 
be bloodless if the ouster of the re­
gime were a precondition? 

Some will argue that Castro Gov­
ernment will not permit change. To 
speak of reconciliation, says the Cu­
ban exile leadership in Miami, is trea­
sonous. The pressures against Cuba 
must be maintained — even though 
those pressures haven't produced 
anything in more than 35 years. 

I have spent more than nine years 
in Fidel Castro's prisons, yet 1 am 
convinced that a hard-line approach 
against his Government is based on 
false assumptions. True, some top of­
ficials do not want to change any­
thing. But they do not have that luxu­
ry: Cuba, now without Soviet help, is 
poverty-stricken. To recover, it must 
change. 

Modern economies depend on ac­
cess to information, on having people 
think for themselves, on the abilities 
of tens of thousand of managers to 
make instant decisions. The central­
ized economy and strait-jacketed po­
litical culture we now have simply 
cannot be competitive. I believe that 

U.S. policy 
only makes 

repression worse. 

the large majority of Cubans under­
stand this fact and want change. 1 
believe that even the overwhelming 
majority of Cuban officials under­
stand it as well and that the top lead­
ership is sufficiently pragmatic to 
move with the times. 

Unfortunately, American policy im­
pedes the transformation we seek. 
Efforts to pressure and isolate Cuba 
simply give the leaders a pretext to 
continue their repression and allow 
them to divert attention from their 
failures. 

The vast majority of us on the 
island who oppose the Government 
believe that a dialogue and a relax­
ation of tensions between the United 
States and Cuba would better facili­

tate a transformation. Unfortunatei 
the Helms-Burton Act, which amoi 
other things mandates sanctio 
against foreign companies that i 
business in Cuba, makes it very dif; 
cult for the United States to take pa 
in such a dialogue. 

Still, even with the Helins-Burn 
Act in place, the United States c, 
play a less obstructive role. At tl 
very least, it should allow Euiop 
Canada and Latin American cou 
tries to encourage economic and poll 
ical liberalization in Cuba. It shoii, 
also drop its objections to Cuba's l ei: 
tegration into hemispheric affaii 
and its eventual re-entry into the 0 
ganization of American States. 

Washington should also lift all r 
strictions on travel to Cuba by Amer 
cans. Is not the United States comiiii 
ted under the Helsinki agreements i 
the free flow of people and ide; 
across borders? And how can oi; 
sincerely argue that the cause ol 
more open Cuba would not be ai 
vanced by having as many Amer 
cans as possible in the streets of 
vana? (Critics will say that Cuba, lot 
has travel controls. Well of course 
does: It is a totalitarian state. That i 
no reason for the United States t 
make the same mistake.) 

— Finally, America should lift its en. 
bargo sales of food and medicine i 
Cuba, a prohibition that violates iiuui 
national law and hurts the people, ne 
the regime. Denying medicine to innc 
cent citizens is an odd way of demon 
strating support for human rights. 

The basic responsibility for Cuba' 
future rests with the Cubans theiii 
selves. We must begin reforms tha 
offer hope to all. But less rigidity oi 
the part of the United States would di 
a lot to help that change begin. L 
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Health Study Faults Cuba Embargo 
• The tiRhteninK of the U.S. ombargo â .Tinst Cub,i 
in 1992 has had n devastating impact on the health 
01 ordinary Ctihans, with patients often denied es­
sential drugs and doctors working without ade­
quate equipment, ,i(:eording to a new refKiri 

The study b\' lhe Washington-h.-ised .-NniencaM 
A.^oeiatioii for World Health savs ilu' impart lia> 
been particularly .severe on women, children, the 
elderlv and people with chronic diseases. 

"Our medical delegation found the tighlening oi 
Ihe embargo has had uninleiided consequences on 
the health of the Cuban people, including imneres-
sary suffering and deaths," said Peter Bourne, 
chairman of thg group's board and a former top ad­
viser on health issiie.s lo f'resident Jimnu Cirter. 

The State neparlmeiit quickly challenged Ihe re­
port, .saying Cuba had other trading partners and 
lh<- condition of its lieallh syst(.-ni relle.eled it^ own 
national priorities. "If tliete's a fu^er to b,- (v„nted 
about why the Cub.m p(;ople don t have adequate 
medical supplie.s, it should be pointed directlv at Fi­
del Castro," a spokesman said. 

Ikturne said Cuba cannot get spare parts for the 
U.S. equipment it has. The 1992 law tightening the 
embargo included a ban on trade with Cuba by U.S. 
subsidianes in third countries. "\Ve witnessed kid­
ney dialysis. X-ray, respirators, incubators and oth­
er lifesaving machinery standing idle lor want of 
U.S.-produced spare parts," Bourne .said. 

— News Services 
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Health status in Cuba declining under embargo 
The U.S. embargo on Cuba has caused 

suffering, panicuiarly among women, 
children and people with chronicdiseascs, 
according to a new study. 

The non-profit American AssociaUon^ 
for World Heajth, conducted a year-long 
study of Cuba to gauge the effects of the 
U.S. embargo on food and medical sup­
plies. The findings: since the embargo 
wa.s tightened in 1992, medicines are more 
scarce, the water supply lacks proper fil­
tration and outdated medical equipment 
cannot be replaced with more reliable 
machines. 

"Our medical delegation found the tight­
ening of the embargo has had unintended 
consequences on the health of the Cuban 
people, including unnecessary suffering 
and deaths," said Peter Bourne, MD, chair-
m;uiof the AAWH board. APHA opposes 
ihc embargo. 

The study found lhat of lhe 1,297 medi­
cines available in Cuba in 1991, physi­
cians now have access lo only 889 of 
those medicines. 

The 1992 trade ban prohibited Cuba 
from purchasing food from U.S. corpo­
rate subsidiaries and imposed a licensing 
requirement for the sale of medicines and 
medical supplies lo Cuba. 

Before ihe cutoff, more than 90 percent 
of U.S. subsidiary trade was in foods and 

medicines, according to the study. Now, 
any medical equipment with 20 percent 
American-made components is prohib­
ited. 

"In an age of globalization of manufac­
turing, it is difficult to find any stale-of-
Ihe art machinery that docs not have some 
U.S.-built component," Bourne said The 
AAWH delegation saw kidney dialysis 
machines. X-ray machines, respirators and 
incubators standing idle in Cuba for lack 
of U.S. parts, he said. 

Robin Williams, MD, medical officer 
of health for the regional municipality of 
Nicaragua, said he was dismayed by the 
impact ofthc embargo on the breast can­
cer scrccninLt program in Cuba. 

"Cuban women are exposed lo higher 

r 

than recommended radiation levels as a 
result of not being able to purchase the 
safest film produced by the U.S. firm, 
Kodak," Williams said. "The embargo 
has prevented Cuba from providing a com­
prehensive mammography-screening pro­
gram lo Cuban women." 

The study's authors said humanitarian 
donations of food and medicine have done 
little to mitigate the effects of the em­
bargo. 

For more informalion on the report, 
"Denial of Food and Medicine, The Im­
pact of the U.S. Embargo on Health & 
Nutrition in Cuba,"contact AAWH, 1825 
K St., NW, Suite 1208, Washington, DC 
2(XK)6, (202) 466-.'i883. 
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December 22, 1997 

Ms. Mahnaz Afkhaini 
Sisterhood is Global Institute 
4343 Montgomery Avenue 
Suite 201 

Bethesda,MD 20814 

Dear Mahnaz: 

Thank you very much for Muslim Women and the 
Politics of Participation. We are pleased to have this valuable 
reference guide. 

Thanks and best wi.shcs. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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December 15. 1997 

Ms. Barbara Allen 
333 Heart Springs Drive 
Dripping Springs, TX 78620 

Dear Ms.Allen: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you for your 
invitation to address the Children of Vision Symposium next 
Spring. 

It is too early to determine whether the First Lady will 
be able to attend. Our scheduling office will contact you once 
a decision has been made. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

/ Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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Barbara Allen 
333 Heart Springs Dr. 
Dripping Springs, Texas 

78620 

12-iJ-97 

Dear Hillary Clinton, 

Thank you ior your commitment and service for the future of our 
children and all the great work you have done to inspire * P°«; ' ' ; '^ {"̂ Ĵ̂ .̂ ^ 
would like to invite you to review the overview for the Children of Vision 
Symposium to see i f you would be interested in speaking at the symposium 
planned for March 7, 8, and 9, 1998 in NY city. There are three main ways in 
which you could participaie: speak at the function over the weekend, J" '" 
the Sunday evening reception that we w i l l be hosting at the UN or P^^tieipaie 
in the panel discussion and luncheon that wi l l be held al the UN on Monday. 
March 9 Wc would be honored i f you would consider any or all of ihese three 
possibilities If n .s not possible for you to be with us in person we would ask 
that you be present with us in spirit. „ ^ " A M ^ M 

James Rcdtield author of "The Celesiine Prophecy" and Neil Walsh 
author of ••Conversations With God" and many other authors and leaders arc 
volunteering their time to be part of this vision and we would be honored to 
have you join us if i l is a possibility for you. This is a non-profit fund raising 
evcni Wc arc providing airfare, hotel accommodations, expenses, and, if 
necessary, honorarium or non-profit tax deduction for fees donated. I realize 
il would be a giant commitment for you with your current schedule and 1 
would not feci right asking i f my belief in this work and level of commitment 
was n.n so unwavering. Again, we would be honored to have you join us and 
understand i f it is not possible at this time. Please lel us know as soon as you 
can so that we can finalize our plans and mail out informalion on the event. I 
would like to keep you informed about the unique work we are doing with 
young people and hope that you wil l be able to join in our efforts to serve our 

Since 1988 I have been organizing and supporting internaiional youih 
leadership camps, exchanges, and environmental summits with the UN. I hav^ 
raised funds to bring 150 youth from Russia and hundreds of kids f rom over 3U 
different countries to participate in our leadership programs. A l l funding was 
developed through grass roots fund raising and inspir ing famil ies to 
participate by hosting children while they were in the USA. The Children of 
Vision Symposium we are organizing is our first public event and w i l l raise 
funds for the summer of 1998 internaiional camp and scholarships for young 
peoples human rights, environmental or community projects in their home 

countries. <:n_ 
I f you need any further informalion please call me. Barbara Allen 

894-3'i69, my lax is the same. I am so inspired by the thousands of young 
people 1 have met from all over the world thai are empowered with their own 
personal l i fe vision and want to make a difference. I appreciate your 
consideration of being part of this event to create opportunities for children 
to manifest their dreams 

Love and Blessings 

^ 
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THE CHILDREN OF VISION SYMPOSIUM 
NEW YORK BENEFIT - March 7, 8, & 9,1998 

In 1957, the United Nations made a separate Declaration on the 
Rights of Children. By the end of 1993, 149 countries had signed the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

"Mankind owes to the child the best it has to give..." 
Declaration on the Rights of the Child 

What are every child's birth rights? Are we channeling our planet's 
resources and focusing our priorities so that we wi l l support our 
most precious natural resource, the children of the Earth? Imagine a 
world in which all children are nurtured and supported. A world in 
which all children have the opportunity to develop to their fu l l 
potential so that they may express their unique talents. A world in 
which they arc able to actively share the gift that they are to create 
a brighter future for all. This is the world that we at Children of 
Vision prognosticate. 

"Until modern times young people could anticipate a future rather 
like their parents. Social change was that slow. Now young people 
face futures for which their parents' culture cannot prepare them 
The young must create the future..." 

Margaret Mead 

The Children of Vision Symposium is a benefit supporting 
educational nonprofit organizations that provide international youth 
with leadership training and assist young people in conscious 
creative service towards a peaceful and sustainable global future. 
Supporting children to identify their personal passion and purpose in 
life and develop the skills necessary to manifest their visions to 
serve their home conrununities, as well as international projects, may 
well be the most significant use of our time and energy to create a 
sustainable global future. 

The Children of Vision Symposium is scheduled for the spring of 
1998 in New York City. The benefit event is a weekend conference 
and celebration in support of Children of Vision. The money 
raised by this event wil l be used for a youth scholarship fund for 
international leadership programs. A secured venue in New York 
City, the Masonic Temple on Central Park West, offers 1200 seats for 
the program On Sunday evening, March 8th, the Costa Rican 
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the program, On Sunday evening, March 8th, the Costa Rican 
Ambassador to the United Nations and his wife w i l l honor the 
speakers with a private party for other Ambassadors, corporate 
sponsors, and others committed to promoting children's vision. Costa 
Rica takes the lead as a country with no military and deep concern 
for children and wi l l help to bring our global consciousness and deep 
humanitarian commitments to the forefront. On Monday, March 9th, 
a panel discussion and luncheon is planned with the participating 
presenters. This wi l l be held at the Delegates Dining Room at the 
United Nations with UNICEF, UNEP, UNDP, and other officials in 
attendance. 

The objective of the Ch i ld ren of Vis ion Symposium is twofold. 
First, the program is designed to inspire participants to apply 
transformational tools and perceptions to create lives of ful f i l lment 
with genuine meaning and purpose. Second, the program w i l l inform 
parents and mentors of the significance of nurturing and supporting 
the visions and dreams of the children in their lives. Given the 
opportunity our children's unique talents and personal journeys wi l l 
unfold as a life of fulf i l lment and profound purpose, The conference 
is about supporting empowered young people to make a positive 
difference in the world . 

This symposium features brilliant .speakers, such as James Redf ie ld 
"Celestine Prophecy" and Neil Walsh "Conversations W i t h 
G o d " , who wi l l share insights for discovering and expressing our 
unique life objective. The key to finding one's true l i fe purpose can 
be found in the dreams and visions one imagined as a child. The 
human spirit of the innocent young child is truly bursting at the 
seams with potentiality, just waiting to express his/her dreams. The 
list of speakers for the Chi ldren of Vision Symposium consists of 
America's foremost teachers of transformational wisdom. Confirmed 
speakers are: James Redf ie ld , Salle M e r r i l l R e d f i e l d , Neal 
Walsch, L inda and Richard Eyre, Gary Zukav , D r . Jud i th 
Or lo f f , Michael Ryce, Dr . Carlos Warter , and Gordon-Michael 
Scallion. These individuals bring exciting information that w i l l open 
new avenues to benefit you and your children. Young leaders who 
have been supported in manifesting their dreams w i l l share their 
successes and inspire us all to act upon our dreams. 
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The symposium is designed to engage individuals in reconnecting 
with their childhood visions and their dreams of what they wanted 
to be. Our western focus on a material culture often leads to a sense 
of always striving for more, often times leaving us with an emptiness 
when we reach the goals we have struggled so hard to achieve. Our 
goal is to further the emergence of a culture with our souls and 
minds focused on the values of the human spirit. We believe this is 
the basis for authentic empowerment instead of external power 
struggles. 

Children of Vision supports young people to express their soul 
purpose in the service of a better world. We support children to 
participate in international leadership programs to prepare for their 
role as world ciii/ens and future leaders. Many children want to 
make a difference in life. Because they are sensitive, the things they 
see around them that are unjust or tragic disturb them, especially 
when they feel powerless to do anything about it. Our goal is that 
proactive, energizing opportunity will replace victimizing and energy 
draining attitudes that suggest the world is just the way it is and 
there is nothing one person can do about it. The work of Children of 
Vision is to give children a forum that gives them the opportunity to 
learn leadership skills, to be able to work on issues that they feel are 
important, and to know they have the power to make the difference. 
We know children of vision who care and want to contribute. Help 
us mentor and support their journey to lead a life of higher purpose. 



04/21/1994 00:39 2105320958 AMERICAS PAGE 05 

Fax Cover Shaat 

From: Barbara Allen 

(512) S94-3569 phone & fax 

Date: 12-5-97 

TO: Hillary Clinton 

# of pages including cover sheet: 5 

Notes: 

Thanks - 3a-rbar3 Allen and James Redfield 



THE W H I T E HOUSE 

WA.SHINGTON 

October 20, 1997 

Ms. Bella Abzug 
President 
Women's Environment & 
Development Organization 
355 Lexington Ave, 3rd Floor 
New York, NY 10017-6603 

Dear Bella: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for Promise 
Kept, Promise Broken? which I have shared with the First 
Lady. The progress that has been made since the Beijing 
conference in implementing the Platform for Action is 
heartening and WEDO's leadership has been invaluable. 

We are off to Central Asia, Russia and Ukraine where 
the First Lady will continue to underscore the themes of the 
Platform for Action. 

Thanks and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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October I, l')')7 

Ms. Mchiiinc Vei'veci-

Assist;iiit to tliu l^residenl and Cl i ic l 'o l 'StalTto the i'irsl L.aily 

ort'iee of the First Lady 

o r . O B . Room 100 

Washiimlon. DC 20500 

Dear Melanne, 

We are pleased to present yon with I'roniise Kept, I'roinisc l l rot icn?. a global sni'vev ol ' 

governments on national action plans to implement the fieijinij, Platlorm. This report updates 

onr March edition lo cover nearly 80 per cent ol 'al l member slales ol'the United Nations and 

is being relcaseil lo mark lhe seconil anniversary of the Reijing women's conlerence. 

A l l IS5 nations lhal adopted the I'lallbrm for Action al the U.N. I'oiirlh World Contereiice 
on Women in Beijing in September I9')5 commilled themselves, under I'aragraph 2')7, {o 
preparing national action plans by [ W h to advance the status ol 'women. This was the lirst 
time-bound conimilmeni in Ihe Lieiiing I'lattorm. 

Two years later, onr survey has round lhal I 10 nations have drawn np actual plans. 

Twenty-one more have dral'ts ready. Only 29 countries are still silent, and non-response 

cannot be interpreted as inaction. Overall , our survey has found heartening evidence of 

forward movement on the Beijing agenda in a number of countries, desiiite significant 

economic, jiolitical ant! culiural factors that continue to undermine women's rights 

worldwide. 

We have taken the initiative to track nalional action plans because the plan is a critical 

inslrumenf lhal enables Ihe witle-ranging Platform to be adapted to nalional needs and 

priorities. Our intention in bringing out this report is to sustain momentum on monitoring 

implementation of Ihe rî ei jing I'latl'orm. a process we began last year with the publication of 

l irst .Steps and Heyoiid I'romises, six-month and one-year progress reports, and wi l l 

continue in the ne.\t year. 

We welcome your feedback on this report, and look forward to our continued collaboration 
to lielp reali/e Ihe I k i j i n g vision, 

Sincerelv, 

Bella S. Ab/UL 

President 

Susan Davis l..lii:illivi: Ullilrlul 

WtOO is s 501(c)(3) nol /ni-prolil 
ediicMional aigM/atioii CiimsPusimsiimii 

i ..... 

355 Lexington Avenue, M Floor • New Yoik, NY 10017-6603 U.S.A. • Tel: 212-973-0325 • Fax: 212-973-0335 • E-mail: wetlo@igc,apc.Drg • WWW: http://t*/ww,wetjo,org 



l^E: 
DO 

Women's Environment and 
Development Organization 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Bella Alizug 
Cn-luiiiiilm 

USA 

Tttais Corral. Vii.r Pmsiilmii 
[xiir.iilivi' l.llii;i:l(ii l\[Lli'll 

Niilwdik III l)i:liiii';i: III lliiimnikiiiil 
l.ii;!/il 

Jocelyn Dow Vicn l'ii:;;iiliiii 
Excciilivii Diii'iiliif. kiiil lhii:;iil 
Wiiiiii'ii'.N L)i;vi:lri|iiiimil ('iii|m:l 

lliiv:iii;i 

Elin Enge 
Lllli:i:llil NiilWi:iji:lll 
l)iivi:lii|iliiiilil I mill 

Niiiw:iv 

Dr. Farkhontia Hassan, M,P, 
Pililii.s.Mii III [!i;iiliii|y 

Tyviii 

Mini Kelber S LHV 

Brownie Letlbetter liiiii.Mum 
l'ii;:iiilmil. Aik:iii.'.:;i:: Piililii: 

Piilmv liii.iii|i 
USA 

Wangari Maalliai 
r,ii(iiiliii;iliii. IIiiiiiii'Bi'll Miiviiiiiiiiil 

Kriiyii 

Chiel Bisi Ogunleye Vim: i'lr.slilimi 

A.':,siii:l:ilii)n ul Nii]i:ii;i (CI.IWAN'i 
Niiirii.i 

Maria Eugenia Penbn 
'I iiiiil .Villi: Pii::,illr:nl. 

Cns;l:i l\iii;i 

Vanilana Shiva 
iictni. Ri:si:aii:li liiiiiiiliilirin Im Siiimiiin, 
Iniihiiuloyy ;iiiil N;iliii,il Ru.Miiiini: Piiliny 

liiilh 

Hon, Maxine Waters 
Mmillim III U.S. [;iiiii]ii:.>:.s 

USA 

Faye Watlleloo 
Willi:: /iiiiii.Milliiiit. Pri:;;iili:iil 

Uiiiili'i Im llmiiliii I ijiicililv 
USA 

Sosan Davis fi'miiiivii IJumiiin 

Press Release Contact: Bharati Sadasivam 
Program Coordinator 
Tel: 212.973 0325x207 Sep i ;ember 9, 1997 

Embargoed until Friday, September 12, 1997 

WEDO GLOBAL SURVEY FINDS GOVERNMENTS 
PROGRESS ON NATIONAL ACTION PLANS 

FOR WOMEN'S EQUALITY 

Two years .liter the United Nations Fourth World Conference on 
Women in Beijing, a WEDO global survey has found that 110 governments 
have drawn up national action plans to implement the Beijing Platform for 
Action. Twenty-one more have drafts ready. Together, 70 per cent of the 
187 delegations that attended the women's conference now have plans and 
drafts to .xdvance the political, economic and social status of women and 
girls, testifying to the commitment of many governments, as well as the 
determination of women's non-eovernment.tl organizations (NGOs), to 
make good on the promises macfe in Beijing. 

In a September update of its March 1997 report, WEDO has found 
that 47 more countries have drawn up actual plans, representing a 75 per 
cent increase in the number of national plans. Eighteen of these are in 
Africa and nine in Asia, where governments are moving to act upon their 
Beijing commitments despite economic crises, political uncertainties and 
environments traditionally hostile to women's development. Only 29 
countries are still silent, and non-response cannot in all instances be 
interpreted as inaction. 

"There has been ereater implementation of paragraph 297 of the 
Beijing Platform [that asked governments to have national action plans in 
place by the end of 1996] than of most other provisions of U.N. conference 
agreements," Bella S. Abzug, WEDO President, said. "The recognition of 
the importance of the national action plan by significant numbers of 
ministers, parliamentarians, mayors and civil society can become a strong 
rallying point for women's empowerment and make women in every 
country a serious political constituency." 

A heartening feature of the survey is that out of the 115 assessments 
made by NGOs, 76 per cent say their governments are moving forward. A 
small number among them have indicated forward movement citing 
policies and programs aimed at achieving gender eauality, even though 
their governments may not have documents formally titled national action 
plans. In the U.K., for example, NGOs agree that the one-year progress 

mm is a 501(c)(3) not-lohprolil 
eiliicalional arganiialinn Cimi: nsimisiiaif: 

i. 
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report from the government lays out its progress on implementation and includes plans for 
the future. In Israel, while NGOs do not view the government document as a formal plan, 
they feel that government policies are taking the country forward. In the Caribbean, many 
countries are working on gender plans on a sectoral basis, even if they have not formulated 
national plans. 

Twenty per cent say their countries are standing still either for lack of a plan, or the 
absence of implementing mechanisms and resources, or economic and political conditions that 
work against women's interests. Four per cent report backward movement for the same 
reasons. 

While the overall results of this survey suggest encouraging advances in implementing 
the Beijing Platform, they cannot obscure the fact that in many parts of the world concurrent 
global ancf national political and economic forces are undermining the gains made so far. The 
increasing momentum of economic globalization, cutbacks in state-supported social programs, 
and wars have combined to erode the human rights of large sections of populations, especially 
the health and living conditions of women and children. 

WEDO has taken the initiative to track this time-bound commitment in the Beijing 
Platform for Action because the national action plan is a critical step in the huge task of 
ensuring the progressive realization of the hefty Beijing agenda. Even in countries with 
longstanding programs and policies for women, a national plan can be a powerful tool with 
which governments can gauge strengths and weaknesses, set priorities, icfentify NGO partners 
and plot future directions in advancing women's empowerment. A locus on the action plan 
reinforces the need for commitment ot political will at the highest level to advance the 
Platform in individual countries. 

NGOs across the world, who were among the primary sources of information for this 
survey, recognize that having a plan on paper does not necessarily result in women-centered 
development. Some have noted that their governments have unveiled plans that are little more 
than declarations of intent, without mechanisms or resources to match. "This awareness of the 
gap between rhetoric and reality is the starting point for concerted advocacy," Susan Davis, 
WEDO Executive Director, said. "The plan provides women activists with a means of 
constructive engagement with policy-makers by giving us a tool and a place at the table. It also 
challenges us to hone our advocacy and monitoring skills to ensure that the Beijing agenda is 
implemented according to each country's needs and priorities." 

The updated edition of Promise Kept, Promise Broken? marks the second anniversary 
of the Beijing women's conference and the third anniversary of the Cairo conference on 
population and development. The report will be formally presented to United Nations 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan this month. 

ends 
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PROMISE KEPT, 
PROMISE BROKEN? 

A Survey Of 
Governments 

On National Action 
Plans To Implement 

The Beijing Platform 

WE 
DO 

Women's Enviponment and 
Development Organization 

Paragraph 297 of the Beijing 
Platform for Action 

M As soon as possible, preferably by 

the end of 1995, Governments, in 

consultation with relevant institutions 

and non - governmental organizations, should 

begin to develop implementation strategies for the 

Platform and preferably by the end of 1996, should have 

developed their strategies and plans of action. This 

planning process should draw upon persons at the highest 

level of authority in government and relevant actors In civil 

society The implementation strategies should be 

comprehensive, have time-bound targets and benchmarks 

for monitoring, and include proposals for allocating or 

reallocating resources for iivplementation. Where 

necessary the support of the International convvunity 

could be enlisted, including resources, 



I l l i . w i l l I t : not s i: 

October 20, 1997 

Dr. Susan Andersen 
Departnienl of Psyciiology 
6 Washington Place, Room 550 
New York, NY 10003-6634 

Dear Susan: 

It's good to have you in Washington where I'm sure 
you will make an imiiortant contribution to the public policy 
concerns wc care so much about. 

Thank you very much for your letter, i have forwarded 

your olTer of assistance on to others here as well. 

Thanks and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the I'irst l.ady 

I 



New York University 
A private university in the public service 

Faculty of Arts and Science 
Department of Psychology 

Psychology Building 
6 Washington Place, Room 550 
New Yort. NY 10003-6634 
Telephone: (212) 998-7900 
FAX: (212)995-4018 

Sabbatical Address: 
1701 16(h Street, NW, #732 
Washington, DC 20009 
Td; (202)986^718 
Fax: (202)986^36 

October 6,1997 

Ms. Melsnnc Vcrveer 
Chief of Staff to the Firat Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington. DC 20050 

Dear Melanne: 

Just a bief note to let you know Aat I did finally decide to take a one-year sabbatical fix»m NYU, am 
here in Washington and available. If there is anything at all! can do fw you and your OflBcc as regards 
community service, tfie America Reads Initiative, the Race Relations Initiative, or the general aim of 
ensuring that tfie Prcsidem truly comes to be known as ttw Education 
inspired Aiitfricans to "give batl̂ 'through community service, I h ^ Thisis 
-what brings me here, as Tm sure you've gathered 

All the best. 

Susan] 

Professoi'̂  of Psychology 

SMA/s 
P.S. Tm aflBliated with the Institute for Communitarian PoUcy Studies at GW while here (with Etziaii) 
— working on various injects concerned with community service and service>leaming — but it's 
easiest to reach me at the above address, phone, and fiix.. 



T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

July 24, 1997 

Dr. Susan Andersen 
Professor of Psychology 
New York University 
6 Washington Place 
New York, NY 10003-6634 

Dear Susan: 

Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter and 
good wishes. It was good to hear from you. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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New York University 
A private university in the public service 

Faculty of Arts and Science 
Departtnent of Psychology 
Doctoral Program in Clinical Psychology 

6 Washington Place, Siiile •16S 
New York, NY 10003-6634 
Telephone: (212) 998-W9 
FAX- (212) 09'i-429? 

J u l y 22, 1997 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Oiler or Starr 

t o the Fir s t Lady 
TtiB White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20050 

Dear Melanne: 

I've j u s t leamod through B i l l Barrett that you've talcen an the Chief of Staff 
poeition i n the Fir s t Lady's Office. Jutit a note of cxjngr^itulations, and to wiah 
ynii the best of luck with t h i s h i ^ stress, high p r o f i l e job — along with the 
thick skin and fortitude i t seems to require. 

A l l Uie best to you. 

M/ Andersen 
P r o £ e s 3 o r of Psydiolagy 
Direc tor of Graduate Studies 

i n Psychology 

TUTHL P.U 



T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

July 24, 1997 

Ms. Debbie Atkinson 
Director 
Riverside Health System 
606 Denbigh Boulevard 
Suite 504 
Newport News, VA 23608 

Dear Ms. Atkinson: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your letter and invitation to Riverside Health System's 1997 
national conference. 

Regrettably, Mrs. Clinton is unable to accept your kind 
invitation as she is scheduled to be out of the country in 
November. However, we would be happy to provide you with 
a video greeting. If you are interested, please contact Evan 
Ryan at (202) 456-6266 for further information. 

Thanks and best wishes for a successful event. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



RIVERSIDE 
/-/ i: A L T ll S Y S T f. M 

Melanne Verveer 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington DC 20500 

July 10, 1997 

Dear Ms Verveer: 

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter addressed to Mrs. Clinton, 
you may be able to provide in bringing this request to her attention, 
former First Lady Barbara Bush to close our conference scheduled for November 12th, 
Unfortunately, Colin Powell, originally scheduled, could not accept 
Coast commitment the day before. 

We eagerly await a response! 

appreciate any assistance \ 
We have tenatively scheduled 

3ur invitation sue to a West 

Sincerely, 

Debbie Atkinson, M.Ed., A.C.C E. 
Director 
Community Health, Children's Health and Wellness Education 
Riverside Health System 
606 Denbigh Boulevard Suite 504 
Newport News, VA 23608 

Phone: 757-875-7538 

..')(> / >/ v/{;< ll I i'l \ ' , ' ••li •;<».; 
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RIVERSIDE 
/-/ /: A L T II S Y S T /-: M 

Hillary Rodham Clinton 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D C. 20500 

June 4, 1997 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

I attended the White House Conference on Early Childhood Development and heard you say, 
"That leaders from communities across the country need to be asked to make new 
commitments to ensure that young people will have the fundamental resources that will 
help them get on the road to success." I left that day filled with new knowledge, new 
determination, and an even greater respect for all of the work you have done to support families 
and children in America. I was also fortunate enough to have a brief conversation with you during 
the reception. When I told you that I was from the VA Peninsula and had worked very closely 
with the " I AM YOUR CHILD" campaign, as well as the ABC Special focused on the VA 
Peninsula community of Hampton, you asked that I keep you informed of our progress. 

Since that day I have worked passionately, using your example, to let our community know of 
your personal interest and support. We have found success in developing regional approaches to 
service delivery so that the good work of Hampton can be used to replicate intensive in-home 
support to more families peninsula-wide. 

In February, I sent you a letter of support for the White House Conference on Early Childhood 
Development and I also included vital information about my organization, Riverside Health 
System. Today, I am asking for your support on behalf of my community and my organization. 

Since 1992, over 1,000 health care leaders in America have attended the annual Riverside 
wellness conference in historic Williamsburg, Virginia. 
Our mission in gathering these leaders comes from our knowledge that the health care field is 

now faced with a fijture whereby we will be held accountable for not just "sick care," but for the 
health and well being of the communities we serve. 

On November 12, 13 and 14 Riverside Health System will shine a spotlight on the results of 
community health initiatives where the vision of a healthy community is no longer a dream. 
The first day of the 1997 national conference will feature Healthy Families America, Healthy 
Families Virginia, and the Hampton Healthy Families Partnership. The National Committee to 
Prevent Child Abuse has given this "first of its kind" event its highest endorsement and the 
Healthy Families VA organization will serve as a co-sponsor. 

('f.'M / >/ \ 7 : , \ ,i i l ' l 1 'i ! ;•• i ! . i ' - / 
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We will target our audience to include leaders from hospitals and other health care providers and 
we will also share this opportunity with leaders from the community at large. We believe it is 
important to demonstrate the necessity of collaboration in all community health initiatives. 
We expect an audience of approximately 300 people. 

The conference will be held at the Kingsmill Resort and Conference Center in Williamsburg 
I know, as I am a resident of Kingsmill, that you and the President have been to Kingsmill in past 
years. We have enjoyed glimpses of your arrival and departure and have been told that you very 
much enjoy our beautifijl surroundings. 

Riverside Health System, the VA Peninsula and I personally would like to invite you to 
appear and provide a keynote message on the opening day of our conference; 
on November 12th in the late afternoon or early evening. 

We are also negotiating with the Washington Speaker's Bureau to include Gen. Colin Powell as a 
presenter. There is a possibility he will be available on November 14th which is our closing day. 

Riverside, the entire VA Peninsula and I eagerly await your response! 

^Sincerely,. ' 

Debbie Atkinson, M.Ed , A C.C.E. 
Riverside Health System 
606 Denbigh Boulevard Suite 504 
Newport News VA 23608 

Phone: 757-875-7538 
Fax: 757-875-7816 
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T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

July 28, 1997 

H.E. Lubica Z. Acevska 
Embassy of Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
3050 K Street, NW 
Suite 210 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Ambassador Acevska: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your thoughtful letter and the gifts for the First Lady from Mrs. 
Todorovska. We have also acknowledged Mrs. Todorovska 
directly. 

Thanks and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Co*-
Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



Uc AmhassacJnr of MacoJi tnia 

BR. 022/1^5/3^ 
27 June 1997 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinlon 
First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

m j l o n , 1). ( . 

Fhe pleasure of ibrwarding the letter from Mrs. Savka Todorovska, President of the Union of 
Women's Organizations of the Republic of Macedonia, precedes the honor of presenting a 
traditional Macedonian apron and a CD from the Oscar nominee for best foreign film in 1995 
"Before the Rain." 

I equally share the desire of the women of the Republic of Macedonia and their long time dream, 
to host your visit to our country, and full heartedly hope that I will be given the privilege to 
facilitate your trip at a time and manner of your convenience. 

l he fact that I have been appointed to the most important diplomatic post, speaks of the progress 
of the Macedonian woman and the path it is on. Your respected visit to the "island of peace and 
stability" of the Balkans, as Macedonia is often referred to. will not only boost the positive 
process in my country but will inftuence the region as well. 

Wishing your family the best of health and happiness, 1 remain expectant of the honor to deliver 
the long expected news of your visit to the women ofthc Republic of Macedonia. 

enclosures 



August 11,1997 

Ms Melanne Veveer 
The White House 
Office of the First Lady 
OEOB 
Room 100 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Veveer: 

At the suggestion of a staff assistant in Mrs. Clinton's office, relative to her book promotion, and 
Its identifying idea, "it takes a village to raise a child", I am enclosing a letter to her describing an 
existing work, entitled: "THE LITTLE CHRISTMAS TREE THAT SHINES WITH THE LIGHT OF 
LOVE . I sincerely believe that this narrative poem could be a signature work for her wonderful 
campaign. 

The author has assured me that she is sole owner of the coyright, and would be thrilled and excited 
to send a copy of her work to Mrs. Clinton, should she desire to read it. 

Unfortunately. I am leaving with my husband for an overseas business venture which wiU last at 
least three years. However, I have enclosed the name, telephone number and address of the 
author. I regret that my departure date is so soon, because I honestly believe, and others who have 
read the work agree, that this could be one of those works that resonates with the concem for 
family and society, with a spiritual overiay, an idea whose time seems to be coming with greater 
and greater speed, m significant measure due to Mrs. Clinton's efforts and dedication. 

I truly believe that Mrs. Clinton will agree that this work has tremendous power for all age groups 
and offers wonderful possibilities for assisting her in her vital work for children, families and the ' 
nation. 

Yours truly, 

Margaret R. Ainsley ' 

End: Letter 



August I I , 1997 

Mrs. Hillary Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

My warmest congratulations to you for the outstanding success of your 
national campaign to focus on children, their importance and their needs, but most importantly 
the responsibility of society to protect and nurture them in their early and impressionable years. 

"It takes a village to raise a child" is a powerful mantra, sorely needed in today's world. 
With the number of high profile persons (e.g. Bill Bradley) who have joined you in your efforts or 
have embarked upon their own programs, as well as the communities and neighborhoods that 
have caught the spark, it is a resounding personal Uiumph for you! In the most important ways to 
count in ths world, efforts on behalf of and for the children are of the first magnitude. 

Which brings me to the reason for this letter. 

There is a work available, ("THE LITTLE CHRISTMAS TREE THAT SHINES WITH THE 
LIGHT OF LOVE") which sums up in the most spiritual and gentle way all that you and your 
husband have tried to convey to the nation and to the rest of the worid. We are all one universe, 
one globe, one people, encompassing the worid of animals, natural beauty as one integrated, 
magnificent whole surrounded, enfolded and transcendant in the one God. 

Incredibly enough, this message is communicated by this poem subtlely to all ages, from the 
youngest child to the oldest adult. It has been said that a single truly spiritual message can be 
communicated simultaneously to the entire universe. This poem is an example of that kind of 
power. 

"The Little Christmas Tree That Shines Wtih the Light of Love," let me hasten to add, conveys a 
message that is not limited to nor necessarily more appropriate for the Christmas season. Therein 
lies its genius. It is truly for all seasons, all cultures, all living things under the Fatherhood of God. 

As a former P.R. person I believe that it could be a perfect signature piece for you and the 
successful campaign that your book has launched.. 

Several years ago, because of my enthusiasm for the poem, with the author's permission, I shared 
it with Susan Porter Rose, Mrs. Bush's Chief of Staff. They were enthusiastic and sought to use it 
later in Mrs. Bush's national plans. However, George Bush was not re-elected. I brought it to the 
attention of Patricia Stonesifer, who at that time was Senior V.P of the Consumer Division of 
Micro-Soft. She too was equally enthusiastic, shared it with other members of the Division, who 
then requested that they might keep their copy in their files, pending the development of the 
direction of the then new Consumer Division. Later the Dreamworks/Microsoft entity was 
formed, with the indication that initally there would probably be concentration on their own self-
developed materials, but again, they requested permission to retain their copy.. 

Unfortunately, I do not have a copy of the poem for you to read. However, I have contacted that 
author, and she has indicated that there are no copyright owners except herself, and she has not 
entered into any agreements, because she believes that the work is "special" ! When asked if she 
would be willing to forward a copy to you, should you be interested in reading it, her response 



was very enthusiastic, understandably enough, because of your book. In addition, she shared 
some extraordinary information with regard to the possibility of its being presented in another art 
form by a world famed company. 

I am enclosing the name, address and telephone of the author should you wish to have your staff 
contact her, I certainly hope that you will do so; I am willing to be a "guarantor" that you will be 
as moved as have been others who have read it or heard it. 

Enclosed are the name, address and telephone number of the author: 

Joanne Garland 
4807 17th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C, 20011 

Tel.No.: 202 722 1808 

With warmest appreciation for your time. 

Yours truly. 

argarer R. Amsley J 



I111-: w i i r i i-: i i o i .si-. 
w \sii roN 

December 2, 1997 

Dr. Susan Andersen 
1701 16th Street, NW, #732 
Washington, DC 20009 

Dear Susan: 

Thank you for your thoughtful letter and for sharing 
with me your letter to Harris Wofford. You always make a lot 
of sense. I am also grateftil to you for your comments on Ihe 
Wa^hinpton Post Magazine article. I'm just glad I survived the 
experience. 

Best wishes in all you do. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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November 20,1997 

Soi Hairis Wofibrd, CEO 
Coiporation fir National Service 
1201 New Yofk Avenue 
Washington, DC, 20525 

Dear Sen. Wofibrd: 

Thanks veiy much for Stopping by my workshop at the New England Community Service Learning Conference on 
Tuesday, and for your kind remaiks. I'm sending ak>ng the handout you read through briefly, which I heard from 
Marilyn and Malcolm that you wanted a cofjy of The handout is part of a position paper I'm finishing fisr the 
Institute for Communitarian Policy Studies at GW (wheî  I am affiliated while on sâ )baiica] here in WashingtonX 
and it may perhaps surfiux in something for the Partnering Initiative as wdl. 

FYI, Tm also enclosing the ktteryou may have heard about that I sent to the White [House 
be what provoked thdr irxjuiry about tlK potential value of service learnir̂  
rdations-for the Race Relations Initiative. A follow-up letter I wrote more recentl / 

My aim while in Washington is to do whatever I can in whatever way I can to help 
to promote the ethic of service and caring in our society, enhancing common bonds 
Americans. It seems to me this can be done through culdvatlig a coherent national 
that is repeatedly heard, giving Americarts something to be proud of and something 
throu^ hdping to promote concrete actions that can be taken to make this a reality 

In terms of the latter, given that all the Amenca Reads funding for the Corporaticnii!! 
you'll consider directing your staff to find a way to commit 1/3 or so of these dollars 
programs that specifically fedlitate service learning (such as City Year does, among others) If you do this, hi^ 
school students can be trained to tutor first and second graders in service learning as the President interxled in the 
original bill — that was s&ick in committee before the balanced budget agreement fas tiioned a new America Pfw<n 
solution, |\ssuming the legal issues can be worked out, AmeriCorps announoementi \ and application tnjanittirtrK"' 

last nvsnth, which may 
positive intergroup 

is also endosed. 

you and the President in efibrts 
md shared purpose anung 
vok£ on these pressing matters 
10 strive toward, and of course 
in American life. 

located in AmeriCorps, I hope ] 
to support AmeriCorps 

could be rewritten so as to emphasize such proposals; this would increase many-fold the nuinber of tutors who 



couU be txaiwd, wWte &dlitatkig the ethic of service and 
higher edicatioa To be naporiiive to the spirit ofthc Race Rdatwnalnitiath^si^ 
couW also mahwizB thrt propoaab ait»il«te outiw^ 
activkia e«aid acroaa radal and ethric and othff boundaries b e ^ ^ 
canminity based or̂ mizatkjng thai enabte sudi divert 
or diverse ooRiiufvty volunteers. 

An enhanced smse of caring and acceptance of others firm diverse background 
educaiioa Hertt, enpowering students to take responsibility to rnake a differenoe in th^ 
to ofe to chafBctff education as it docs to dvic educatkxi and educatkjn for paitka 

In arty cvHit, congratuIatKHis oil this iKW fiir^lir^ and Td bve to talk mon: about 
A«l I'd also kw« to hear mote about tow you think I ahoukl be irivoh«i in the 
mentioiwd to me on Tuesday, and ViWch I woukl happily do depending on what you have m Thankyoufcr 
inviting me. by the way, to ti* Augast nwetir̂  which I was sorry I could not attend, but I was recovering from 
major surgery at that momert. 

If there is anything at aD I can do to hdp with your vvorxkriU work, I hope you'll let ma know 

All the best. 

Susan M Andenen 
Profeaaor of Psychology (NYUX 
Seiikir Research Associate; Iristitute for Connunitarian 
Polky Studies, George Washington University 
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December 2, 1997 

Ms. Joanne Alter 
Chair, Working in the Schools 
150 East Huron, Suite 900 
Chicago, IL 606011 

Dear Joanne: 

Thank you very much for your letter and invitation to 
the First Lady to Working in the Schools' tutoring program in 
Chicago. 

1 have forwarded your letter to Patti Solis Doyle, 
Director of Scheduling for the First Lady, and she will be in 
touch. However, it is too early to determine at this time 
whether the First Lady will be able to attend in March. 

Best wishes. 

î ncerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



W I T S 
WORKING IN THE SCHOOLS 

November 21, 1997 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff-Mrs. Hillary Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Melanne: 

Jim joins me in sending our belated thanks for everything you and Mrs. Clinton's staff did 
to make our visit to the White House a huge success. It was a lovely, memorable evening. 

In discussing the WITS (Working In The Schools) tutoring program and a possible visit to 
Chicago, you and Bobbie Greene suggested that I request a specific time so we could 
begin to explore possibilities. 

Wedi Wednesday, March 4 is a good date for us. We would like to ask Mrs. Clinton to speak at 
I our Breakfast and Books event and then tutor a child in a nearby inner city school. WITS 
\ Executive Director, Matt Pickering, stands ready to help in every way. 

Also, thanks for the nice words about Jon. My best regards to you and a special hello to 
Bobbie Green. 

Joanne Alter 
Chair 

Enclosures 

150 East Huron - Suite 900, Chicago, Illinois 60611, 312-751-WITS (9487) 



T H E W H I T C H O U S E 

WASHINGTON 

November 6. 1997 

Ms. Joanne Alter 
Chair 
Working in the Schools 
1 50 East Huron 
Suite 900 
Chicago, IL 60611 

Dear Ms. Alter: 

rhank vou very much for your letter and information on 
Working in the Schools, which 1 have shared with the First 
Ladv and other members ot the First Lady's stall. 

It was a pleasure lo meet you al ihe NPR cvcnl. .'\s we 
lold you - and it hears repeating - we are all tans of your son. 

Thanks and best wishes in your important work. Your 

commitment is inspiring to all ot us. 

Sincerelv. 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of SlalT lo 

lhe First Lady 



W I T S 
WORKING IN THE SCHOOLS 

October 29, 1997 

Ms. Mellane Verveer 
Chief of Staff 
Office of Hillary Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D C. 20500 

Dear Ms. Verveer: 

When I met with Mrs. Clinton in Chicago on Monday, I gave her some 
information about WITS, Working in the Schools. 

Please find enclosed a brochure on WITS with additional information about this 
innovative program. Mrs. Clinton put the information 1 gave her in her handbag, 
so I am hopeful she was able to read it. 

Thank you for your interest in the program. 

Sincerely, bincereiy, 

Joanne Alter 
Chair 

150 East Huron - Suite 900, Chicago, Illinois 60611, 312-751-WITS (9487) 
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...the learning 

development o 

children in urban, 

public elementary 

schools... 
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..through tutoring 

and mentoring 

programs 

provided within 

th e schools... 
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...by multi-

generationa 

volunteers from 

the community. 
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W o r k i n g In The Schools [WITS) touches 

the l ives of count less students every 

day Through one-on-one tu tor ing and 

m e n t o r i n g , W I T S v o l u n t e e r s a r e 

c o m m i t t e d to teach ing and deve lop ing 

the minds of c h i l d r e n in u r b a n , pub l ic 

e l e m e n t a r y schoo ls . 

WITS began as o grassroots volunteer 

p rogram in Ch i cago in 1 9 9 1 . The non­

prof i t o rgan i za t i on has since grov/n 

tnto an a w a r d w i n n i n g , publ ic -pr ivate 

par tnersh ip that serves as a nat iona l 

model for co rpora te volu nteeri sm . WITS 

has re in t roduced communi ty members 

to their schools, p r o v i d e d teachers and 

pr inc ipa ls needed suppor t , and most 

important ly , g iven ch i ld ren the skills 

ihey need to s u c c e e d . 

There are two ways you can get invo lved ' 

become a volunteer, or become a corpo-

role portner As a volunteer, you are only 

required to devote a minimum of three 

hours every other week. As a corporate 

partner, you o i low your employees time 

off every other week to tutor dur ing the 

work day. In return, WITS provides: 

orientation and training 

placement and coordlnotion 

^ safe, convenient round-trip transportation 

Provides role models for school children 

Helps students and teachers 

achieve their goals 



5 Encourages communi ty involvement 

^ Creates camarader ie among volunteers 

s Re-energizes publ ic educat ion 

O U 3 I 

9 Shows a commitment to the community 

-<- Boosts emp loyee mora le 

and p roduc t i v i t y 

s Encourages teom-bu l ld ing 

» Provides a p r o g r a m for ret irees 

^ Improves the qua l i t y of your 

future work force 

o u r a c hi i e V e Til e n 15 

Since its inception, WITS has distinguished 

itself. Among our achievements: 

» Earned a commitment from EVEREN 

Securities, Inc. to expand WITS' corporate 

volunteerism initiative to 20 cities by the year 

2 0 0 0 at the 1997 Presidents' Summit for 

America's Future. This commitment was cited 

by Newsweek as one of the top 20 commit­

ments, out of the more than 250 accepted, 

a Recognized by Ch icago 's Mayor 

Richard M Daley, who held up WITS to 

the nat ion as a model volunteer program 

dur ing his tenure as president of the U.S. 

Conference of Mayo rs . 

» Selected by Chicago Public Schools 

Board President Gery Chico and CEO Paul 

Vallas as one of the key organizat ions in 

the 1 0 , 0 0 0 Tutors Program, 

p C o m m e n d e d by U.S. Secre tary of 

Educat ion R ichard W. Riley as "a v i ta l 

serv ice o r g a n i z a t i o n that is mak ing 

educa t ion better, ch i ld by c h i l d . " 

; Named by Ill inois Governor Jim Edgar 

and the Ill inois Department on Ag ing as 

the recipient of the 1994 Governor 's 

Award for Unique Achievement. 

"Working In The Schools has made a signifi-
I 

cant contribution to our efforts to improve I 

education for Chicago children. Through j 

private sector involvement in public schools, ' 

this unique program provides much-needed 

human resources a n d helps p repare j 

students for their futures I'm pleased to j 

support WITS as it expands nat ional ly . " j 

^ i 
"I bel ieve we have a corporate responsi- | 

b i l i ty to the community, and through [ 
i 

WITS, we receive much more than we [ 

g ive. There is no greater return on our j 

investment than the rewards of taking an j 

active role in the educat ion of our chil- | 

d ren, employees and future cl ients." 1 

"The WITS p r o g r a m has h a d a pos i ­

t ive impac t on our students in many 

ways , p r o v i d i n g mo t i va t i on and ind i ­

v idua l a t t e n t i o n . The vo lun tee rs ' ded i ­

ca t ion has i m p r o v e d thei r p rogress 

and sel f-esteem 

"Work ing wi th students and help ing 

them learn is such a reward ing exper i ­

ence. The small breakthroughs they have 

made dur ing the school year hove made 

it so wor thwh i le They teach me just as 

much as I teach t h e m . " 

To become a volunteer, or for addit ional 

information, please contact 888.660.WITS. 
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