
May 21, 1997 

Ms. Tania Vitvitsky 
Project Director 
Sabre Foundation 
872 Massachusetts Avenue 
Suite 2-1 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

Dear Ms. Vitvitsky: 

Thank you very much for your letter and the update on 
the Sabre Foundation's projects in Mongolia and Romania, 
which 1 have shared with the First Lady. The progress is truly 
impressive. 

Thanks for writing and best wishes in your important 
work. You make such a positive difference. I'm sure it's 
gratifying. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



SABRE FOUNDATION. INC. 

Tania Vitvitsky 
Program Director 

Scicnlilk Assi.stance Projecl 

872 Ma.s.sactiu.setls Ave.. Suile 2-1 Telepfione; (617) 868-3510 
Camliridgc, MA 02139 Fax: (617) 868-7916 
L'SA email: tania@sabre.org 
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Mav 1997 

Melanne Vei \eel 
Cliiel of Stall to the First l .adv 
While I louse 
Old l:;\eeuli\e ()llice kooiu loo 
Washmulon \X io.'ioii 

Dear Ms. Ver\eer: 

I am pleased to bring \oii and the First Laciv up to d.ilc on Sabre s Mongolia and koinania book doii.ilion 
initiati\es. 

iV10N(;0LI.A Plans lor ,i Mongolia book program .are nioMiig along nicels. We have laised the liiiids 
iiecessarv lo inilialc the piogjam and send a lirsl shipment; identified .an ellicient partner oig.ani/alion (a 
eonsortiimi ol I I inslilutions ol higher le.iiiiiiig). and next month \\ ill be piep.irmg ihc shipiiieni ol a 
loriy-lbol container I he sliipineiil holding appro.\mialel\ 20.ooo books, should arrive in time lor the 
new school year. Also iiicludiiig in the sliipiiiciit will be two pallets ol ciicvclopedias. diclion.iries and 
children s books lor dislnhiilion b\ llie Peace Corps I enclose .i recent c-mail Iroiii M.irk /.ober. Peace 
Corps Coiiiilry Dueelor in Mongolia expressing his gratitude lor the iipeoiiiing donation 

ROiVlANI.A As e\ idem Irom the enclosed letter Irom Ihe Peace Corps in Romania, the shipment ol 
childieirs hooks to Romania w.is greeted with gre.il eiilhiisi.isiii and gr.ititiidc Calaliita Glierman. 
Piogiaiii Man.iger. Social Work/NCiO Developmeiil. describes how the distribution process has been 
maii.iged and how the process nol oiil\ serves eliildicii in hospitals, orpii.iiiages and schools, but also 
increases the ciedibilitv ot Romanian NCiOs In addition. ,a particularly gnililving description olThe 
Romania book pio|ccl appears in a recent Peace Corps biochiiie (Ciil'ts in Kind Program — please see 
article ,tnd photo on page 2 ol the brochure) 

We eoiitimie working with the Peace Corps on a v.iricly ol proiccts For example, we have just submitted 
a grant proposal to place ' Hiiiv iroiimeiilal Shelv es' in 200 sites in E.isterii Europe and Ihe lormer Sov iel 
Union, the Middle E.ist. l .atiii America and the Caribbean With 1.1(>5 P.nv ironmeiit.il Volimlcers and 
Trainees working in 4.'i comilries. Ihe Peace Corps will help S.ihie idennrv appropriate recipients Ibr the 
donated col leet ions 

We are (|uite delighted w ith the progress of both Ihe Mongolia and Romani.a projects to date. Kindiv let 
mc know il yon h.ive any suggestions or would like .additional iiilormation 

Sineerejv. 
--̂ P"'' ' P'-'- P -•/ 

yc-AP'-i ^ ' - ' / A 
lama Vitvitsky S 
Project Director 

P S. Also enclosed is a 1993 pnblicalioii about Mrs Clinlon v\ hicli is part ol .i series of biographies lor 
cliildren This book in multiple cojiies .along wilh a biography ol the President, is iiiclnded in our 
donation program 



Date: 04/28/97 03:31:44 PM 
From: Ann Truxaw OPSR (atruxaw@mailserver.peacecorps.gov) 
Via: World Unix 
Subject: FWD>RE>Donation of Referenc 

From atruxaw@mailserver.peacecorps.gov Mon Apr 28 19:55:59 1997 
Received: from mailshare.peacecorps.gov by world.std.com (5.65c/Spike-2.0) 

i d AA07564; Mon, 28 Apr 1997 16:58:36 -0400 
Received: from mailserver.peacecorps.gov (199.100.193.25) by mailshare.peacecorp 
w i t h SMTP (Apple I n t e r n e t Mail Server 1.1.1); Mon, 28 Apr 1997 16:59:41 -0400 

Message-Id: <nl349875745,4676@mailserver.peacecorps.gov> 
Date: 28 Apr 1997 16:55:59 -0300 
From: "Ann Truxaw OPSR" <atruxaw@mailserver.peacecorps.gov> 
Subject: FWD>RE>Donation of Referenc 
To: "Colin McCullough" <colin@sabre.org>, 

"Jordan P o l l i n g e r OPSR" <jpollinger@mailserver.peacecorps.gov> 
X-Mailer: M a i l * L i n k SMTP-QM 4.0.0 
Status: R 

Reply t o : FWD>RE>Donation of Reference Books 

FYI - I t h i n k they're p r e t t y e x c i t e d about t h i s ! 

Date: 4/26/97 7:18 AM 
From: Mark Zober MONGOLIA 
Dear Ann, 

Thank you f o r the wonderful op p o r t u n i t y t o receive the generous c o n t r i b u t i o n 
from the Sabre Foundation of 30 sets of new World Book Encylopedias and 
r e l a t e d reference m a t e r i a l s . These are u r g e n t l y needed here, are most 
appreciated and w i l l be d i s t r i b u t e d wisely t o assure maximum u t i l i z a t i o n . 

English i s seen here by government leaders, educational a u t h o r i t i e s , parents 
and students as,"the key t o a thousand doors." The n a t i o n a l government has 
established the p o l i c y f o r mandatory English language i n s t r u c t i o n a t the high 
school l e v e l here. The b a r r i e r s t o a c q u i r i n g English language s k i l l s are the 
l i m i t e d number of w e l l q u a l i f i e d Mongolian English teachers, the lack of a 
na t i o n a l English language curriculum and THE SIGNFICANT ABSENSE OF REFERENCE 
BOOKS AND READING MATERIAL FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE STUDENTS. t e a c h e r s and 
students do not have access t o English language books. They have very l i t t l e 
o p p o r tunity t o read, t o browse reference books or t o lear n on t h e i r own a f t e r 
school. I n very few cases are classroom textbooks a v a i l a b l e . 

Therefore, the Sabre Foundation's generousity w i l l enable high school 
students and t h e i r teachers t o do independent reading and research i n English 
and w i l l promote m o t i v a t i o n f o r le a r n i n g the language a t a f a s t e r pace. 

Please pass on our g r a t i t u d e t o the Sabre Foundation on behalf of the PCVS, 
Mongolian English teachers and high school English language students here. 
Thank you f o r hel p i n g t o open those thousand doors t o knowledge and i n d i v i d u a l 
growth. 

Most c o r d i a l l y , 

Mark Zober 
Peace Corps Country D i r e c t o r 
Mongolia 

Date: 26/4/97 7:54 AM 
To: Mark Zober MONGOLIA 



From: Ann Truxaw OPSR 

Dear Mark, 

Best wishes t o you and everyone at Peace Corps/Mongolia. 

I n l i g h t of your needs f o r your TEFL Volunteers, I thought you might be 
i n t e r e s t e d i n the f o l l o w i n g o f f e r : The Sabre Foundation, a Cambridge, 
Massachusetts - based o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h book donation programs world-wide, has 
of f e r e d a donation of 2 p a l l e t s of books f o r your program i n Mongolia. They 
w i l l be sending a shipment i n June t o t h e i r partner o r g a n i z a t i o n i n Mongolia, 
and would l i k e t o earmark 2 of the p a l l e t s f o r you, should you be i n t e r e s t e d . 
One p a l l e t would c o n s i s t of about 30 sets of new World Book Encyclopedias and 
the other p a l l e t would be a mixture of World Book reference books, i n c l u d i n g 
elementary l e v e l c h i l d r e n ' s books, English d i c t i o n a r i e s , and some medical and 
science encyclopedias. I have had the oppo r t u n i t y t o work w i t h the Sabre 
Foundation i n the past, and I can assure you t h a t the books they donate are of 
very high q u a l i t y . Please l e t me know i f you are i n t e r e s t e d i n r e c e i v i n g t h i s 
donation and then I w i l l get back t o you at a l a t e r date w i t h more 
inf o r m a t i o n . 

Hope a l l i s going w e l l f o r you i n Mongolia! 

Best regards, 

Ann Truxaw 
G i f t s I n Kind Program 
atruxaw@peacecorps.gov 
t e l : 202-606-3158 
fax: 202-606-1371 
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MM GIFTS IN KIND 
1996ANNUAL REVIEW 

Today, more Ihaii 6,500 Peace Corps Volunleers ate making a dilTeience in 90 countries in Ihe 
developing world. Volitnleers work on a variety of projecls in education, the environment, 
business development, health, ;ind agriculture. At the same time. Volunteers help strengthen the 
bonds of friendship ;ind understtinding between Americans tiiid ihe people of develo|-)ing 
countries. In 1996, the Peace Corps Gifts In Kind Ptogiam helped foundations, businesses, 
nt)n-profit organizations, and individuals across the United Stales to contribute lo the success of 
Peace Corps Volunleers. Through Gifts In Kind, more than 60 individuals ;ind groups 
contributed equipment, supplies, ttnd other iiKiteritils that went directly to sujiport Volunteer 
projects in over 30 countries in every region of the world where Volunleers are serving. 

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT 

HELPING TEACHERS TEACH SCIENCE — THE PHILIPPINES 

SIIKICIIIS III Illll rcili) Ilii^li St hool in ihc A'/;/7//i/i/;/('.v 
iililiziiii; /HV) new niit i'uscopcs ditriiii; </ sriciicc lc.\.\/iii. 

W2\ 

2227 

Peace Corps Volunteers ;tte working lo help sludenls in the Philippines letirn about the wonders 
of science, and throughout the country, Vt)lunteei"s ;ue helping Filipino leticheis bring the hitest 
teaching techniciues direclly to their classrooms. Until hist yetir, however, mtiny ckisses did not 
have the most basic and most impoiltint tool for studying science — microscopes. 

Thtinksto generous contributions IVom Midwest Bio Services, Leicti. Inctind Letirning Things, 
Inc., the Peace Corps Gifts In Kind Program responded lo this compelling need and supplied 
microscopes to 8 high schools in the Phili|ipines. Now students and teachers are letirning more 
about science, from biology to zoology, and Petice Corps Volunteers are adding even more to 
science eductition in the Philippines — Ihey ;iie helping lo esltiblish ;i science and technology 
education cenier ihtit will offer classes to elemenlttry and high school students. The 
microscopes will play an integral ptirt in the center's ticlivities. 



CORPUL PACII in ROMANIA 
Str. Negustori nr. 16, Sector 2, Bucharest - Tel. 312.1289/FAX 

312.3004 

Feb 21,1997 

Ms. Tania Vitvitsky, Director 
Scientific Assistance Project 
Sabre Foundation, Inc. 
872 Massachutsetts Avenue, Suite 2-1 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139 
USA 

Dear Ms. Tania Vitvitsky: 

On behalf of all the potential Romanian recipients- orphanages, 
public schools and NGOs (Peace Corps Volunteers' assignments), 1 
would like to thank all the donors for their generosity and 
understanding in providing this impressive donation of books to 
Romania. For your information all the books were received in 
very good condition which shows how well all the books were 
packed. So we want to use this opportunity to also thank to all the 
persons who were responsible for facilitating this shipment. 

At this inoment I plan to meet with the Civil Society for 
Development Foundation representatives and head of the 
orphanages to form a Book Committee which will be responsible 
for the distribution of the books all over the country. 

Through the Civil Society for Development most of the books will 
be distributed to NGOs at different sites. In turn, those NGOs wii l 
further some of the books to the public schools in their towns. 
Each NGO will have the opportunity to be a local donor for the 
public schools in town. Usually NGOs get donations from the state 
institutions such as local school inspectorates or public schools. 
This time the donation will be the other way around NGO to 
schools. This fact will increase the NGOs' credibility in the 
community, and of course, wil l tivoid the bureaucracy in getting 
donations to the beneficiaries. 



Through our Social Work Peace Corps Volunteers and social 
services NGOs the books will be distributed to children in need in 
hospitals, in orphanages or other institutions. These books will 
represent for them a unique chance that can open up a new world 
of understanding and can enlarge their cultural horizon. Though 
coming from very poor families (who can not afford buying 
books), or living in institutions where even their basic needs are 
hardly covered, these children are still very smart and willing to 
try their chance at education and personal development. Through 
these nice and useful books, the children can get the needed 
motivation for study and personal development. 

Again, our sincere thanks for all your efforts to have the books 
safely arrive in Romania. 

Sincerely. 

A 
Catalina GhermaH 
Program Manage^ Social Work/NGO Development 
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June 9, 1997 

H.E. Peter Jon de Vos 
U.S. Ambassador to Costa Rica 
APO AA 34020 
Pavas, San Jose 
COSTA RICA 

Dear Ambassador de Vos: 

Enclosed is a picture of the President and First Lady 
requested by Gloriam Escobar Alvarado, a second grade 
student at Escuela de los Estados Unidos de America school. 

We would be gratefiil if you could forward the picture 

to him. 

Thanks and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 





May 7, 1997 

Gentlemen: 

I study in the United States School, and I would like to have an 
autograph form the President of the United States and his wife in 
order to have il in our school as a regarding of their visit in Costa 
Rica. 

At my school, we are very excited about the American president s 
visit. We wish the president Clinton and his wife a happy welcome 
lo our country. 

Sincerely, 

•^^^Cv^f-^'h CAC(z£'~(x>\ cPPi2U>','J:.<9^ 

Gloriam Escobar Alvarado 
Second Grade 
Escuela de los Estados Unidos de America 
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June I,1997 

Ms. Deborah Wadsworth 
Executive Director 
The Public Agenda Foundation 
6 East 39th Street 
New York, NY 10016-0122 

Dear Ms. Wadsworth: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for "Miles to 
Go: A Status Report on Americans' Plans for Retirement.'' We 
appreciate the study and having your recommendations on 
Social Security. 

Thanks for writing and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

/ Melanne Verveer 
/ Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



THE PUBLIC AGENDA FOUNDATION 

May 20, 1997 

The Honorable Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs. Verveer: 
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1 am enclosing a copy of Public Agenda's latest study, Miles to Go: A Status 
Report on Americans' Plans for Retirement. As you'll read, despite improved 
economic times and a growing unease over the future of Social Security, nearly 
half of all Americans say they have less than $10,000 saved for their retirement. 
Contrary to conventional wisdom, the baby boomers are not alone in neglecting 
good saving habits. In fact, three in ten of those closest to retirement - "pre-
retirees" between the ages of 51 and 61- as well as four in ten baby boomers 
have less than $10,000 saved. 

An increasing number of Americans also have doubts about the future of Social 
Security. One-third of Americans, up from one-quai1er in a 1994 Public Agenda 
study, do not expect to receive any Social Security benefits. But the majority do 
not feel Social Security's funding problems are a result of the aging of the 
nation's population. Rather, 62% point lo waste and mismanagement in the 
program as the root cause. 

\iin Mii .iiiuiiiin The ougoiug political debate in Washington over Social Security's future 
appears to have confused and alienated the public, instead of motivating them to 
save. With Americans believing leadership, not a demographic shift, is 
responsible for Social Security's difficulties, the ability to garner the public's 
support for broad-based changes experts say are essential may prove to be 
formidable. 
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In addition to engaging in a more constructive conversation about Social 
Security, we need to help Americans put saving for retirement on their radar 
screen. We also must challenge the consumption ethic that is prompting many 
to leverage their futures by relying on credit. 

Sincerely, 

Deborah Wadsworth 
Executive Director 

0 i;.isl .'''Mil S l i . - i ' l , N e w YiM-k, Ncv% Y o r k I DO I (.-1) I I 2 2 12 • •(,(> 11) 



Summary Of Findings From Public Agenda's 

MILES TO GO: 
A Status Report On Americans' Plans For Retirement 

FINDING ONE: High Hopes Coexist With Fears 
Beneaihi a surface of optimism atiout their golden years, many Americans arc apprehensive about tiow they will fare in 
retirement. A large and growing number of citizens worry they will not be able to attain the lifestyle they have come to 
expect. A majority give themselves poor grades on saving for their retirement. People acknowledge that they should be 
doing more, that they Ve fallen behind, and that their lack of .saving is likely to cause them financial problems in 
retirement. 

FINDING TWO: I've Got Plenty Of Nothing 
Evidence suggests people are right to worry about the adequacy of their retirement preparations. Many Americans have 
meager retirement savings, and the problem is not limited to younger generations. Sizable numbers of baby boomers -
and even those nearing retirement -- have little set aside. Nor is the problem limited to lower-income Americans; a 
significant proportion of middle cla.ss Aniencans are in the same boat. 

FINDING THREE: Perils Of An Uncertain World 
Compounding this sense that their own savings efforts are insufficient, Americans feel buffeted by broad forces outside 
their control: declining Social Security benefits, higher health care costs, and inflation, which they fear will further 
jeopardize their retirement. In the end, most believe their generation will be worse off in retirement than current 
retirees. 

FINDING FOUR: The Immediate Challenge Making Ends Meet 
Given these concems, why aren't Americans doing more to prepare for retirement? For most people, more immediate 
financial concems crowd the agenda as they worry about their current income, health insurance, jobs, and monthly bills. 
Saving money for any purpose is a challenge, and planning for a far-off objective like retirement takes a back seat lo 
more pressing concems. Even middle-income and more affluent Americans seem to have trouble saving. 

Ultimately, retirement is a distant and seldom thought-about goal for many Americans. Few bother to find out how 
much money they will need in retirement, and few pay close attention to proposals to change Social Security or IRA 
regulations. 

FINDING FIVE: Where The Money Goes 
If Americans aren't saving, they certainly are spending. Most people say they could save more but they are reluctant to 
do so if it means cutting back on the new "essentials " of middle class life. Even more ominously, many Americans 
routinely rely on credit to finance their lifestyles and are deluged wilh credit card applications. Not only do Americans 
lack a personal savings etliic; the public is uncertain about whether saving helps the nation's economy. 

FINDING SIX: America's Baby Boomers -- Guiltier Than Most? 
Baby boomers are as bad, but no worse, than olhcr generations when it comes to living for today. Many boomers admit 
they are compulsive spenders, and don't save enough for retirement. But neither do other generations, including lho.se 
for whom retirement is much more imminent. 

© 1997, Public Agenda 



FINDING SEVEN: The Effect Of Personality 
People's personalities affect how they think about retirement and how well they prepare for it. This study confirms the 
existence of four distinct personality types - planners, stnigglers, deniers, and impulsives - tliat strongly influence how 
people approach retirement. Of tlie four personality types, only planners stand out as "good savers." 

FINDING EIGHT: Fraying Loyalties Toward Social Security 
While the message that Social Security is in trt)ublc has gotten through to the American public, most people blame 
govemment waste and mismanagement — not an aging population or overly generous benefits. Tins sen.se that 
Washington is responsible lor the looming Social Security crisis may be sustaining widespread public resistance to 
broad benefit changes. 

Such attitudes also lead to fraying loyalties toward the program. Growing numbers of Americans doubt they will receive 
any benefits from Social Security. They are especially harsh in their CTiticisms of how the program is being managed 
and are more willing to consider alternatives to Social Security. 

FINDING NINE: Throwing Logic Out The Window 
Compared to other issues Public Agenda has studied, such as crime and welfare, public views toward retirement .seem 
unusually filled with logical inconsistencies and internal conU"adictions. The gaps between people's attitudes, intentions, 
and behavior are troubling and threaten increased insecurity and dissatisfaction for people when they retire. Americans 
are simply not doing what logic - and their own reasoning - suggests they should be doing. 

This sludy suggests — in finding afier finding - that people's attitudes and behavior toward retirement preparation are 
unusually replete with conu-adictions. Public Agenda's 1996 study of altitudes toward welfare - I'he Values We Live By 
— revealed a public with highly evolved views. Suppon for reform wa.s driven by core values, altitudes were internally 
consistent, and people were willing to support actions and proposals that supported their core values. Citizens were 
pragmatic and thoughtful in weighing the pros and cons of various approaches. Wilh retirement, however, public 
opinion seems much less developed, with little evidence lhal people have thought the issue through. This is especially 
troubling given lhal people's contradictory views and lack of follow-through will directly affect tiieir own well-being. 

CONCLUDING THOUGHTS: What Can And Should Be Done? 
Over the last several generations, this country has wiuiessed a dramatic decline in elderly poverty. More Americans are 
living longer with more defxjndable incomes and better health care than ever before. An entirely new vision of old age — 
perhaps a uniquely American one -- has taken hold. Seniors play golf. Seniors fill the su'ects of La.s Vegas. Seniors 
volunteer in their communities. Seniors pursue second, third, and even fourth careers and avocations. But for millions 
of nonretired Americans, this dream of the "golden years" is in jeopardy. So what, based on this study, could be done to 
help more Americans realize their goals? 

Four suggestions for Amenca's citizens and leaders flow naturally from the research. Some are simple and 
straightforward, practical and eminently doable over ihe next few years. Others are far more complex, controversial, and 
challenging. This second set of suggestions requires llial leaders in government, business, and the media reexamine 
"business as usual," that they consider tempering their natural, instinctive, ingrained habits - habits that arc, in many 
ways, entirely understandable — wilh more pmdeni and less partisan conduct. 

1) A Practical First Step: Protect People From Tliemselvcs 
2) Put Retirement Saving On Americans' Radar Screen 
3) Challenge The Consumption Ethic 
4) Engage In A More Constmctivc Conversation About Social Security 

Public Agenda is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that .seeks to rai.se the level of public discussion about critical 
policy choices facing the nation. 

Miles to Go was made possible by a grant from Fidelity Investments. A copy of Nlles to Go is available from Public 
Agenda. 6 Ea.sl 39ih Street, New York, NY 10016. Tel: 212/686-6610; Fax: 212/889-3461; E-mail: 
pare.search@aol.com. 

© 1997, Public Agenda 
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THE W H I T E HOUSE 

V / A S H I N O T O N 

June 25, 1997 

Ms. Marie Wilson 
Ms. Foundation for Women 
141 Fifth Avenue, GS 
New York, NY 10010 

Dear Marie: 

Thank you very much for your thoughtful note and 
good wishes. I look forward to continuing to work with you in 
our common cause. 

With best wishes and thanks for all you do. 

Sincerely, 
A 

/ \ 

lelanne Verveer 
'Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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May 20, 1997 

Ms. Judy Lyons Wolf 
Director 
Women's Law and Public Policy Fellowship Program 
Georgetown University Law Center 
600 New Jersey Avenue, NW 
Suite 334 

Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Judy: 

Thank you very much for your letter expressing your 
support for Sonia Picado to be the UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights. We were recently with Sonia in Costa Rica at 
the Inter-American Institute for Human Rights where the First 
Lady and Secretary Albright had an opportunity to leam about 
the human rights challenges for women in the Hemisphere. 

1 have shared your letter with others here. Thanks for 
writing and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



NflY-21-ig97 11=40 GULC-CLINICPIL PROGRAMS 202 662 9539 P.001/001 

14^omens Law and Public Policy Fellowship Program 
Georgetown University Law Center 
600 New Jersey Avenue, N.W., Suite 334 

Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202) 662-9650 

Fax (202) 662-9539 
e-mail wlppfpQlaw.georgetown.edu 

May 21, 1997 

Melanne Verveer 
Office of the White House 
Washington, DC 
via fax:456-2317 

Regarding; Ambassador from Costa Rica Sonia Picado 

Dear Melanne: 

tkinrd of Dirccton 
l-lc;ir>OT HOITHOS Norton 
MarcU D. Greenber^er 
Judith L. Lichtman 
Sii.'j.m Deller Rof.f. 
Wendy Webaler VVUliamfi 

Su.'Jn Deller Ftoss 

Director 
Judy Lyons VVoU' 

Progr.lm A5Si;,t.int 

Bettv H. .'>i. Henderson 

I was surprised to read in the New York Times on Monday that the United 
States is supporting the Irish candidate, Mary Robinson, for the position of United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

Sonia Picado, currently serving as Ambassador from Costa Rica, Is an 
extraordinarily well qualified candidate. She has a long history in the field of human 
rights and has developed an expertise, both substantive and administrative, that 
uniquely qualifies her for the position of High Commissioner for Human Rights. As 
Director of the Inter-American Institute for Human Rights, as a judge on the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights, and as recipient of the UN's own award for 
human rights, she is superbly qualified in many respects. In addition to her long 
experience, politically she Is a more diplomatic choice, since she Is from a develop­
ing country in the South and has the support of more than a majority of UN member 
states. 

1 do not think that comparison of the human rights experience of Ms. Robin­
son and Ms. Picado would lead one to select Ms. Robinson. I also do not think that 
the political reasons for preferring Ms. Robinson are as supportive of democracy. In 
sum, 1 hope that the New York Times was in error. I urge you to use your influence 
to ensure that Ms. Sonia Picado Is the United States' choice for the position of UN 
High Commissioner for Human Rights. 

Thanks for your consideration. 
icerely. 

^4 \J^/v^ 
, — o--ifc.Tr 'o/wudy Lyons Wolf ll 

1 

\.A 
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May 21, 1997 

Ms. Juli-Anne Whitney 
258A Undercliff Avenue 
Edgewater, NJ 07020 

Dear Ms. Whitney: 

I received your letter and resume forwarded by Lisa 
Caputo expressing your interest in a position in the First Lady's 
Office. Regrettably, there are no vacancies at this time but we 
will keep your resume on file in case there is in the future. We 
have also forwarded your resume to the Office of Presidential 
Personnel where 1 am certain you will receive full 
consideration. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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June 16, 1997 

Mr. Lawrence Yanovitch 
FFNCA Intemational, Inc. 
1101 14th Street, NW 
11th Floor 

Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Lawrence: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for forwarding 
the Congressional Black Caucus's letter regarding the 
Administration's Africa Initiative. We are grateful for the 
information and for FFNCA's important work around the 
world. 

Thanks and best wishes in your work. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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.Tunc 12. 1907 

Mf'hmne Verveer 
Chief o f Staff to the First Lady 
First Lady's Ofllcc 
The White House 

Dear Melanne: 

1 thought you might want to know about iliis loticf that has been sent by tlic Congressional L̂ lack 
Caucus to Secretary Rubin regarding the Adiiunisiiaiion s .tMYiCA Iniiiaiivc. Wc thouglit the First 
Lady would be iiUci cslcd aflci her l eccnt irip lo Al iicii and in liglil of her iiuei est in iiiict ocnlct piisc. 

KINCA developed the policy miiiatise logcihor with RESULTS and tho Black Caucus, to include a 
inici ocntci prise coinponent into the .^dmmi.strntion'.s Inilialive for AfVioa. 

Warm regards 

Lav<̂ ence V 

cc Katy Button. Special .'\sfii?;l;int to the Chief of Staff 

r,,ni)i,l"iuni loi Inleiiiolioii.il l.:o:i:iini!iihi .'\:.:,'..l,t'i'. 
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G!:onar21ts nf tbt ltnitrb �rates
tl&ubmatan. M 20515 

The Honorable Robert Rubin 
Secretary 
United SWes Department C">f Treasury 
1500 Pe:nn5ylvarua. Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20'220 

� Sec.retary Rnbin: 

June 5, 1997 

P . 03 
r,u,1u'I 

As you make fuw preparations for the U!X,>O� G-7 Summit, we would like to tak1: Uris 
opportunity to offer our suggestion.� for �b the Admiois.1ration' s African InitiatiYe. ·· 

While we comru.cnd the Admlnistm.ion for its foresi&bt i.o developiog a comprehensive 
African Stl-alct;y ba..1;ed upoo brioting African markets into the global economy, w� ue 
concernt"d �dth the conspic�s absence ot" aoy policy tools d\:JSignQ:i to qrur grassroots 
develo-pment. In �rti.CiJlar, v.·e- bdicvc tha1 any African Initiative promulgat.oj by the 
Aruniwstratio.n should include� 1�� str.t.tegies. 

As yOll are well aw�, the mkro---«1tttprise sector, ope.rating largely in the wo�d-!t poorest 
�c�� attempts to empower the poc:,m1 wdividwils in tbes,t societies by providing tbttn 
w-itb vr:ry sw.all lo.w.s In order tu iavest in small businesses atld establish crroit hi.�t-s 
Viewed as b:ad c,:e,dit ri� tho poor .xe aoable to obtai.o credit from founal banking 
institutioas. Conseq_uent1y. the only 50\J.l'CC of cn:dit •� tr.tditlon.al moneylenders - demand 
exorbitant interest ra.tes, SQm¢times ;u high as 10% por day, thu.:; � the pc.x,r in a 
cycle of poverty. 

The micr<'Hnte.cprise $eelor lras betn emaordinarily ��1 in helpiag tho very poor pull 
tbffll�lv� aw th�ir h.nwi� out of poven:y, and Cll3bling tbero to more fully �cipate io 
tbeir o.atioo's political and ecun61nic s.y�teut.S. Indeed, in ma.oy African oountries, the micro­
enterprise sector emplo� as much i\S 80 percent or lbe �OUlically active population, and 
evidence sugge.sts th;u more than 50 percent of merlium�rized firm& oripoar«i a.s llli�'TO­
giierprises in Southern and Ea.stem Africa. 

Moreover, OUr own �w Ml�!i mat enlla.aced trade opponunities alone, is 
inadequate as a tool for � � politic.ll danocrat11.au012 and ecooomlc �s in 
highly centralized or closed societies. Absent a fOC'IUOd �ort to eDJpower icdividuals in the 
� region.s of the world, dire PQVerty and politi� wiN will conti� to plague our 
global e¢mmWmY, � our capital resoarces, sawinr our politiq! will, and deAA>ying 
CCM:rtl� bwnan lives. MicTI>-mtapose cw�·ci-s inw viduals, and as such rqm::seots a 
viahle and attnaivc eii;ononuc develvpment tool. 
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�. we strongly support mcloding -within the A.dministn,tfon's broad Afric.m IJ'litiative 
a sp!'C'ific e<>wpvuaJt dealing with �rise. Specifically, we bcm;ve tbat Tbe World 
Bank, � African beveloyweut Bank, UNDP, IfAD and the G-7 Bi.btenls should be 
encoorage.d to pledee c.ombined $200 willion annu.ally in an effort to tcrdch one million 
families in Africa through micte>-eu1erpri.,o. Of U.iat combined oonunitment, the United 
Stares cou.ld contribute $50 million a11nually throu'11 USAlD. 

Combined with tbe A�tion's broader fo,cu$ on intemational tnde, we �eve thar thiS 
strategy i� a holistic approach toWU\f ecooomic development and will help to ruove Afric.w 
nations toward adoptiDg mo� open and pluralistic political and «Qflomic systems. 

Smcerely. 

M� 
-----

/JI-,,_ v-.,4._ 0<. � 4'L

/ 
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June 12, 1907 

Ms Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
First Lady's Ofllcc 
The White House 

Dear Melanne: 

1 thought you might want to know about this letter liiat has been sent by the Congressional 131ack 
Caucus to Secretary Rubin regarding the AtJtninisiiation's AlVica Iniiiativc. Wc tiioiiglu the First 
Lady would be interested after her recent trip lu Afi ica and in iiglu of hei ituerest in niicrocntcrpii.se. 

KINCA developed xha policy initiative together with RESULTS and the Black Caucus, to include a 
microenterprise component into the Admini.stration'.s Initiative for Africa. 

Warni regards. 

cc 

Melanne Verveer 

Katy Button, Special Assistant to the Chief of Staff ^ ^yA"^ 

r i _ } l l i l , l o l n i i i j o t l i i l e t i l O l i i V l i l l ( . I t ' t t l l l l t d t l h / ,'\;..~/.-^fi('T( I ' 
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tr:onar2'r; of ti}t llnittb S,tatrs 
lliu))tag(Dtt,. ii<: 20515 

the ll.onora.ble R.obett �ubui 
Secretary 
United St.des Department of Treasury 
I.500 Pc::n.o.5ylvania Avenue, NW 
Wa.shlngton, DC 20'220 

Dear Secretary Rnbin: 

June S, 1997 

As you make firt.Jl preparations for the upoomi..Q{; G-7 Summit, we would liJre to take tb:is 
opportunity to offer our suggestion.� fox �g the Adwini�ration's African Initiati�e. ·· 

. While we COOllllcnd the Admln.i.stration for its foresi:bt in developing a eumprehcmive 
African $tralcgy � upou titinging African markets into the global eoonomy, we� 
ronremoo with tho COD3pkwa:, � Of any policy tools d�igned to q,ur grassroots 
development. In i,articulu, "-'C �c tba1 any Afrtcan Initi31ive promulgated by the 
Ad,ninist:Atio.n �ld include� l�i 5tl-a.tegies. 

As :Y°'-1 are well aware, the mkro--entc:prise �. ope:rating brgely in the wortd"s poorest 
OOU-41.cl�, illtemJJU to empower the� individim.ls iil � societies by providing tbt-m. 
'tll'itb v� s:tnall loaw � order to im'tSt in small basinesses alld establish m:dit hisloritl. 
Viewed a.s bad credit ri� tho poor� auable to obtaw o:cdit from f<mnal banking 
institutions. Consequently, the only � of cn:dit .... tradition.al moneylenders - demand 
cxoroiwrt inte.rest �. sometimes u high as 10% JX'r day, th�� the poor in a 
cycle of poverty. 

Tbe �ntelpn5C sector bas t>etn �ordinarily soccessful in hclpiag tho very poor pull 
them�f"S � �ir fanwi� out of povertJ, and enabling tbero ro more fully puticipate io 
tbc:ir oatioa's political and ecvnOlni¢ sy$teu'I.$. ludeed, in �y African oounuies, the micro­
enteIJ)rut S'Elctor emplon as much as 80 percent oC lhe cronomically .acdve population, and 
evidence suggests tmt more than SO perceut of mer:tium�med firms oripnaro:1 a.s micro­
enterprises in Southern and East.em Africa. 

-

Moreover, ow- own e:,iperu:n� Ml�5 tllat Clllla.lleed trade opponuni.ties alone, is 
inadequate as a too1 for � � poliwl danoctatintion and eoouomlc openness in 
highly centralized or closed societies. Absent a focu.sod effort to einpower mdividuals in the 
poorest regions of the world, � poverty and politiCl.1 wile will cootlauc to plague our 
tfobal C¢mIIlUDity, drai.ll.in& O\Lr cap� resol;ltOeS, s:appini our politiQI will, and � 
CO\nrtless human Uves. Miett>-altuprise =-�·ccs individuals, and as �h rc;:ncsents a 
vi.able and attra<::tivc Ql;OnQuU<; devek,pmem tool. 
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�. we stttmgly sapport mcladlng frithin the Admutimuioa's broa.d Africm Initiative 
a sp!Cifk COtoPQll.CUt. c.eaJ.ing with m.icro-entt:rpr.i.\e. Spcicifically, we be� tba1 lbe World 
Bank.� Amcan Dcvclopmeut Bank, UNDP, �AD and the G�7 Bibtenls should be 
ClllCOtlngcd to pledge cooibined $200 will.ion an.au.ally in an effort to �cli one million 
bmilies in Africa thn,ueh mi�erpruo. Of that comt>i.ned comnritment. the United 
Stares CoUld contribute $50 m.i1.U�m annually fhrog&h US AID. 

Combined with the Adolinistntion'1 broader focus on i.utematiooal 1.ttde, we �eve that this 
stra.Lcgy i< a holistic approach towanf economic development and will hclp to tuQVe Af ricu 
nations toward adopti.Dg mo� cpcu and pluralistic political and economic systems. 

P . 04
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
W A S H I N O T O N 

July 28, 1997 

Ms. Mary Young 
Focolare Movement 
9201 Cedarcrest Dr. 
Bethesda, MD 20814-2862 

Dear Ms. Young: 

Thank you very much for your letter and the most 
informative materials. 

Thanks and best wishes in your important work. 

S^cerely, 

MeTanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



{LP 

June 26, 1997 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Deputy Chief of Staff 
to the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Re; Vtsit of Chiara Lubich with President and Mrs. Clinton 

Dear Ms. Verveer, 

Many thanks for all your help in trying to schedule the visit of Chiara and the 
Clintons. 

Enclosed is some information that 1 thought you would enjoy. 

Perhaps in the future we will be able to work it out. 

Sincerely, 

jP'^-n-i:.^, P./.-y.'t^.A' 
u p 6' 

Mary Young 

focolare movement - 9201 Cedarcrcsl Drive. Bethesda. MD 20814-2H62 
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September 22, 1997 

Mr. Lawrence Yanovitch 
Director, Policy & Research 
FFNCA Intemational, Inc. 
1101 14th Street, 11th Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Lawrence: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for "The 
Multilateral Development Banks and the Microfinance Sector: 
Opening Financial Markets to the World's Self-Employed 
Poor," which I have shared with others here. 

Thanks for writing and best wishes in your most 
important work. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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September 8, 1997 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Office of the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Melanne, 

As I mentioned in my previous letter to you, we would like to keep the First Lady informed of 
developments in the area of microenterprise and about our efforts in helping poor women 
worldwide. I am therefore enclosing a copy of my paper "The Multilateral Development Banks 
and the Microfinance Sector: Opening Financial Markets to the World's Self-Employed Poor," 
which has already engendered interest and discussions among these financial institutions. 

This paper was commissioned by the Congressional Task Force on the U.S. and Multilateral 
Banks and The Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS). The results of this 
research project will be presented at an event on Capitol Hill on September 11th. 

For your information, I am also enclosing a copy of a letter that we recently sent to Mr. 
Summers, Deputy Secretary at the U.S. Treasury. The letter summarizes FINCA's views of 
the microfinance sector, especially in relation to USAID and the Inter-American Development 
Bank. 

Should you require additional information on the paper or the attached letter, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Best regards, 

A. 
•fcawrence Ya^^vjtch 
Director 
Policy and Research 

LY/tmc 
Enclosure 
cc: Ms. Katy Button 

Office of the First Lady 

I l u i i i i l i i l i t ' l l f t t f l i i i i ' i i i i i l i i i i i i i l C i i i i i i i i i i i i i l i / , ' \ < : i < l i i i i i ' t ' 
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October 20, 1997 

Mr. Lawrence Yanovitch 
Co-Chair, Micioenlcrprisc Coalition 
FINCA Inlernalional, Inc. 
1101 14lh Street, NW, 1 llh Moor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ltivvtcnce: 

On behalf of (he I 'irst Lady, thank you very niuch for 
your thoughtful letter and Ibr enclosing ihe wonderful 
phologrtiphs. 

I hiinks and best wishes in your most iinporlaiit work. 

Sincerely, 

J2 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 

fM^mm 

If SJMIJPS^J 
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October 3, 1997 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

On behalf of FINCA and the other members of the Microenterprise Coalition, I would 
like to thank you again for your critical participation in July's Launch. You are indeed 
an invaluable leader and supporter of microenterprise! 

I thought you might like to have a copy of some pictures our photographer took at the 
event. Thank you for the picture you sent and for your kind words. 

All the best to you and your wonderful staff. 

Warm regards, 

"'ICawrence Ya^dvitch 
Co-Chair 

Microenterprise Coalition 

cc: Melanne Verveer 

I i< i t i i t l i i l i t> i i f t t f l i i l t ' i i i i i l i i i i i i i l ( ' t u i i i i i i i i i i h / . • ' \^<i>l i i i i t ' r 
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August 19, 1997 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Deputy Assistant to the President, and 
Deputy Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Melanne, 

As always, we are grateful for all of your efforts and the hard work of those in your 
office who made the Microenterprise Initiative Launch such a success. In particular, 
we would like to thank Katy Button, Cheri Stockham, Evan Ryan, Julie Mason, Brenda 
Costello, Carrie Greenstein and Stacey Rubin. You are fortunate to have such an 
outstanding team. 

They taught us a lot about how to organize a complex event, with scores of opinions -
hard-headed congressional ones at that - under extreme time pressure! We have 
received numerous calls from Congress and from members of the Microenterprise 
Coalition commenting on how this was one of the best events they had attended in a 
long time. We will soon be sending you pictures taken by our photographer of the 
First Lady at the event. 

The deep commitment of you and your staff to microenterprise has consistently 
translated into new opportunities for self-employed women around the world. Thank 
you again for all of your help. 

Warm regards, PMCUX^C-A 

\ P. (^U^^-^ 3^ r 
far^nce Yan^tch \ \ , S f tAf A - U l ^ 
Co-Chair MrJIAf^ C p J ^ ^ f 
Microenterprise Coalition T 11 / i • O 

p\-^,^ 

Fotiinintion for luh-rnalioiial Cinniiniiiil}/ A^i^ifiliiiicc 
Biiitkin;^ oil llic Poor 
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Women's Commission for Refugee Women and Children 
(yo Inlernalional Ktrncue Conunitlec • 122 Eos! 42nit Strv.ct • Ntf^i York NY IO}6S')2fi^ 
Telephone (2!2}.')S1 Jill • Fticyimile (212) SSI ' Initmrt ^vtrwc®intre.fcarn.org 

FACSIMILE 

To: Melanne Verveer/Office of the First Lady 

From: Mary Diaz, Director (ph: 212-551-3089) 
Wendy Young, Washington Liaison (ph: 304-876-
1320) 

Re: Request for an Appointment with Mrs, Clinton 

Date: October 1, 1997 

Number of Pages; 2 (mc. cover) 
If you do not receive a complete fa^, please call (304) 876-1320. 

COMMENTS: 

Melanne—Attached is a letter to Mrs. Clinton on behalf of 
actor Vanessa Redgrave requesting an appointment to discuss 
the U.S. treatment of women asylum seekers. 

Ms. Redgrave wi l l be in the Washington area on Friday, 
November 7th and would appreciate the opportunity to 
discuss her concerns about the detention of women asylum 
seekers, 

We wil l follow up with you in the next few days to explore 
whether such a meeting is possible. 

We look forward to speaking with you soon. Thank you for 
your attention to this request. 

A n iwilnii i i i l^m n t t M R r v 

fbrnied u(tn ItLt llBTOant« ut 

t^eauiilUs far Ula iltuly Jt 
pniKiMxi • n t d j a i iTra|>*i 
woiBfln And chUdr<fn. 

Htiitatai'. I rj.ii, 

ccrrltt ftruci 

Mufv nji^ficii,,, 
M i u h a l o Duu . l , . h 

^ l ^ p l r > n ( r t i ? . l l - K . i M i 

Ki j^ .K) , ) l'. Oh,-,z,.^Mii,j 

L V . I i . IJjur.r,,,;.-
EJ. KJihrifl I CfnT 
g a i t A Ftu ' inun 

V.Vjh'tUlli M i i i j . i O i . f . J . . r . l 

Jihi[i (i:.if.)..Ti 

Jam; Jt.mnwjibcrf;'' 

HiilJy E. M>cii 

iunc OWitti 

f\i\\t» M»tv r» 'i> 
Shii n 

/"iftlhi .^ :hvrnihu 

?{uun ^iJllL'i 

J.i /Vitl WltUUll 

Mi;Unir Wyfrr 

i>i»u fllcU 

ML-f^-ili it. 9n--l .aw 

K l i , . i , f ;h ( ; ) i l ^ f 
N i : i i ; j HnU-fc L l u p r w 
F n i n ^^;l;l.<•M^ F K i P f 
^ ^ i i i d i i t F i l d m u i 

J ( « ^ F. I ' U ' n ' h i / U 

iiii:iI<a:IlrlC L L M 

A r t i ^ L u f i t t o 

I UU Mck'^t tvt t i i l r 
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WED FM ..IF FAX NO, 3Q4876226S 

Women̂ s Commission for Refugee Women and Children 
LAI /nteirmhonal Rcvcue Comimnec • ]2Z Ea.U 42nd Strem • New York. NY lOI6H-J2H'i 

Tcleiikrme (212) SSI .ill I - /"u..j untie (212) SSj SlHi) • Jnteryuit wt.twcd^ 1r1tr01tcofTi.org 

September 22, 1997 

The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Office of the First Lady 
The White Hou.se 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. NW 
Wâ shington, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs. Cliuton; 

On behalt of Ms. Vanessa Redgrave and the Women's Commission for 
Refugee Women and Children, I am writing to request an appointment to 
discuss U.S. policy toward asylum seekers. Ms. Redgrave is scheduled lo be 
in Washington, DC on Friday, November 7, 1997 and would be pleased to 
meet with you on that day. 

The Women's Commission has recently completed a two-year assessment of 
conditions of detention for vvumen held in the custody of the Immigration and 
Naturalizadon Semce pending the outcome of their asylum proceedings. 
Locked in county prisons and other prison-like facilities throughout the United 
States, shackled when transported, and forced to wear prison uniforms, 
hundreds of women seeking asylum are treated hke criminals. Detention 
hampers the ability of asylum seekers to access the legal assistance and 
psychosocial services they need to successfully gain protection in the United 
States. Ms, Redgrave has joined the Women's Commission in its call for 
reform of the system, and would appreciate an opportunity to discuss this issue 
with you in further detail. 

We appreciate your continued support for the rights of women and the 
protection of refugees around the world, and look forward to sharing our 
concerns about the detention of asylum seekers with you. Wendy Young, 
Washington Liaison for the Women's Commission, will follow up with your 
staff to explore scheduling a meeting. She can also be reached at (304) 876-
1320, or I can be contacted at (212) 551-3089. Thank you for your prompt 
attention to this request. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Diaz 
Director 
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October 24, 1997 

Mr. Thomas Young 
213 Highridge Drive 
Syracuse, NY 13215 

Dear Mr. Young: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for reiterating 
your invitation to the First Lady to dedicate a new facility at 
the Elmcrest Children's Center. Thanks, also, for updating us 
on recent developments and congratulations on the award. 

1 have forwarded your letter to Patti Solis Doyle, 
Director of Scheduling for the First Lady, and she will contact 
you as soon as a decision is made. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

July 24, 1997 

Mr. Thomas Young 
213 Higluidge Drive 
Syracuse, NY 13215 

Dear Mr. Young: 

Thank you very much for your letter and invitation to 
the First Lady to dedicate new facilities to the Elmcrest 
Children's Center in early 1998. 

We have forwarded your request to Patti Solis-Doyle, 
Director of Scheduling for the First Lady, and she will be in 
touch as to whether or not Mrs. Clinton will be able to accept 
your invitation. 

Best wishes. 

Kncerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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THOMAS C. YOUNG 

213 Highridge Drive, Syracuse, New York 13215 

June 24, 1997 

The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

1 hope this letter finds both you and the President in great health and iiigh spirits. While the 
pressures have no doubt been extreme, you and the President have demonstrated e.vtraordiran.' 
dedication, skill and commitment to the challenge of uplifting America. 

In 1992, while proudly campaigning with both of you here in Syracuse, 1 became a member of the 
Boa.'d of Directors of Elmcrest Children's Cenier, a not-for-profit organization whose purpose is 
(he treatment of children e.xperiencing a wide variety of emotional ditriculties. The litany of 
Elmcrest programs includes group emergency foster care, lons-tcrm residential care for boys and 
girls ages 12 to 17 with emotional and behavioral problems, prevcntivc'afler care services, 
educational services and a special preschool intervention program that is becoming a model for 
New York State. Simply put. the dedicated administrators and faculty at Elmcrest represent, for 
some one thousand children each year, the equivalent of a caring, loving and dedicated ' village" 
Elmcrest has been recognized for its performance as one of the single models of its kind in al! of 
the State of New York. ! witnessed its growth and its impact during my eight years as Mayor of 
Syracuse and am so proud to be a part of the organization. 

1 know that the care and nurturing of America's chilrlren is your special cause. In the spring of 
1998, the Elmcrest family will proudly dedicate two new facilities, one an education/recreation 
center and the other the refurbished home of our S.P.I.C.E. program for preschoolers ages two to 
five years old who are in the midst of social and emotional difficulties. I have been asked by my 
colleagues to respectfully extend an invitation to you to be our special guest in dedicating these 
facilities, and rededicating ourselves to the continued work of Elmcrest. If your schedule brings 
you to New York anytime in early to mid-1998. we would adjust our schedule and ceremony 
accordingly. 

I know the demands on your time and how difficult it is to include all the visits you would like in 
your schedule. 1 also know that this would be a very special visit, a meaningful retum to a city so 
proud to have offered our support to you and the President. I would be personally privileged to 
introduce you once again to a community whose interests have been so well served by the Clinton 
Administration. 

Your staff can reach me at any of tlie numbers enclosed. Thank you for your kind consideration, 
and please convey my best to President Clinton. 

Sincerely 

OtTicc: (3I5)449-U388 
Homt: (315)422-1024 



THOMAS G. YOUNG 

213 Highridge Drive, Syracuse, New York 1 3215 

October 16, 1997 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
The White House 

-1 . r . • r > / - ' 

Dear Ms, Verveer: 

I write in reference to my earlier letter of June 24, 1997 (copy enclosed) to the 
First Lady inviting her to dedicate a new facility at the Elmcrest Children's Center 
here in Syracuse, and your kind response of July 24, 1997 to same. The invitation 
to Mrs. Clinton was targeted to anytime in the spring of 1998 that might fit her 
schedule. 

We have since learned that Eltricrest, responding to a national grant competition 
initiated by the Department of Health and Human Services, has been selected as 
one of but six facilities throughout the country to participate in a project funded 
through HHS in the atnount of $600,000. Naturally, we are sitnply delighted by 
both the award and the distinction. 

I write to make you aware of this development which might iinpact the decision­
making as to the First Lady's schedule, as well as the thought that Secretary 
Shalala might be an appropriate federal celebrity in the event Mrs. Clinton is 
unable to attend. To be sure, we would be most excited and grateful should the 
Fii st Lady honor us with her presence. 

I want to thank you again for your very thoughtful consideration and hope to hear 
from you as soon as possible as to your observations and recotntnendation. 

Respectfully yours, 

Thoinas G, Yo 



THOMAS G. YOUNG 

213 Highridge Drive, Syracuse, New York 13215 

June 24, 1997 

The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20006 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

1 hope this letter finds both you and the President in great health and high spirits. While the 
pressures have no doubt been extreme, you and the President have demonstrated extraordinary 
dedication, skill and commitment to the challenge of uplifting America. 

In 1992, while proudly campaigning with both of you here in Syracuse. I became a member of the 
Board of Directors of Elmcrest Children's Center, a not-for-profit organization whose purpose is 
the treatment of children experiencing a wide variety of emotional difficulties. The litany of 
Elmcrest programs includes group emergency foster care, long-term residential care for boys and 
girls ages 12 to 17 with emotional and behavioral problems, preventive'after care services, 
educational services and a special preschool intervention program that is becoming a model for 
New York State. Simply put. the dedicated administrators and faculty at Elmcrest represent, for 
some one thousand children each year, the equivalent of a caring, loving and dedicated "village". 
Elmcrest has been recognized for its performance as one of the single models of its kind in all of 
the State of New York. I witnessed its growth and its impact during my eight years as Mayor of 
Syracuse and am so proud to be a part of the organization. 

1 know that the care and nurturing of America's children is your special cause. In the spring of 
1998, the Elmcrest family will proudly dedicate two new facilities, one an education/recreation 
center and the other the refurbished home of our S.P.I.C.E. program for preschoolers ages two to 
five years old who are in the midst of social and emotional difficulties. I have been asked by my 
colleagues to respectfully extend an invitation to you to be our special guest in dedicating these 
facilities, and rededicating ourselves to the continued work of Elmcrest. If your schedule brings 
you to New York anytime in early to mid-1998, we would adjust our schedule and ceremony 
accordingly. 

I know the demands on your time and how difficult it is to include all the visits you would like in 
your schedule. I also know that this would be a very special visit, a meaningful retum to a city so 
proud to have offered our support to you and the President. I would be personally privileged to 
introduce you once again to a community whose interests have been so well served by the Clinton 
Administration. 

Your staff can reach me at any of the numbers enclosed. Thank you for your kind consideration, 
and please convey my best to President Clinton. 

Sincerely, 

Olficc: (315) 449-11388 
Home: (315) 422-1024 
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M.S. Mtlanne Ver\ ecr 
Chief of Staff to the First L .ady 
The While House 
W;..sliiniiton, LK' 

I I I I I N I I I I ! l l I I f i n . l ! , M l l n , l l , . , H n , n f l , l l 

THOMAS G. YOUNG 

213 Highridge Drive 
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Deceinber 15, 1997 

Mrs. Harold Whitten 
3015 Aspen Lane 
Falls Church, VA 22042 

Dear Arlene: 

Thank you for your kind comments about The 
Washington Post Magazine article. I'm relieved to have 
survived the experience! 

"2^ 

Sincerely, 

Wishing you all the best. 

lelanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 

I 
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December 2, 1997 

Ms. Linda Tsao Yang 
N. Cinnamon Dornsife 
Asian Development Bank 
Office of the U.S. Ambassador to 
the Asian Development Bank 
Manila, Philippines 

Dear Ms. Yang & Ms. Dornsife: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your letter and for the information on the commendable work 
the Asian Development Bank is doing in the Central Asian 
Republics. We greatly appreciated your thoughtfulness in 
providing us with the materials. 

Thanks and best wishes in your important work. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES AMBASSADOR 
TO THE 

ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 

AMI;N!CAN I;MBASSV 
MANILA r i l l l . l l ' l ' IN i :S 

November 24, 1997 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
First Lady of the United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

We have read with great interest about your recent trip to Central Asia and are heartened by the 
successful message of support you delivered for the people of Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan 
from the people of the United States. 

As you learned on your trip, the Central Asian Republics are experiencing a very difficult period of 
transition that has resulted in falling incomes, increasing unemployment, eroding social services, and 
weakening social assistance support. The changes are affecting both men and women; however, the 
social and economic costs of this transition have been especially difficult for women and children. 
Unemployment has and will likely continue to weaken sectors which have traditionally offered women 
employment. The deterioration of the social service sector has directly impacted on the health and 
education of children. Some groups of women (pensioners, single women with many children, or the 
unemployed) depend on the support offered via a social safety net. Declining public resources have led 
to difficult circumstances for these most vulnerable groups. 

I thought you would be interested to know about what the Asian Development Bank is doing in 
Central Asia to ease the pain on women and children as these countries transit to a more open and 
market-oriented economic system. 

The Asian Development Bank conducted two studies on the impact of transition on women in 
Kazakstan and the Krygyz Republic. As an integral part of the country strategy for these two countries, 
the studies explore all of these issues in greater depth and provide guidance for the Bank's 
programming and project activities. 1 have enclosed copies of these books for your reference 

The Bank will soon be publishing another book in this series: A Generation at Risk: Children in the 
Central Asian Republics of Kazakstan and Krygyztan. We will be pleased to send a copy of this book, 
too, as soon as it is finalized. 



For those of us working as American representatives at intemational institutions active in Central Asia, 
your trip heightened awareness and deepened understanding of the problems and issues, as well as 
generating much good will. This enhanced appreciation of the challenges and hardships faced in Central 
Asia helps us considerably in our work. We are pleased you placed such priority on vulnerable groups 
in these countries that are not well known to most Americans. 

With wapTiest best washes, 

Linda Tsab-Yang 
Executive Director 
to the Asian Development Bank 

N. Cinnamon Domsif 
Alternate Executive Director 

to the Asian Development Bank 

Enclosures 
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December 30, 1997 

Dr, I'hom White Wolf Fassett 
General Board of Church and Society 
of the Lhiited Methodist Church 
100 Maryhiiid Avenue, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 

Dear Dr. Fassett: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your letter and invitation to the Campaign for The United 
Methodist Building's official commencement. 

1 have forwarded your letter to the First Lady's 
scheduling office and they will be in touch once a decision has 
been made. 

Thanks and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

( Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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Fax 
To: Office of the First Lady 

Fax: 456-6244 

Pages: 3, intjluditig this coyer sheet 

Date: December 18. 1997 

Krom tli« bosk of... 

Thorn Whtlo Wolf F<8«(jrtt 
Qenerat S«cretary 

fioneral Bcwid or cnurch and Sooioty 
Fox. (:Ki2)4ea-S6g9 
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Generol^oarcS ô ^̂^ Methodist Church 
100 Mainland AvBt-iuevN.E;;.!W05hlngton, D.C. 20002 • (202) 488^5600 

December 17, 1997 

The Honorable Hillary Rudhairi Clinton 
Office of the First l .aity 
The White H.ou;̂ e 
1 600 Penn-sylvania Avejuiu, N.W, 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton; 

It was wonderful visiting with you at the White House on lf>et;ernber 5"'! J am so happy you were 
able to niuct some of oi.ir flnited Methodisl Workers in Riissia..' 

fn my capacity as General Secrclary, I wfitc to asic yoiit*.assist%<jc in an historic undertaking. 
We have enibarked upon a CHmjJaign (:br::Tiie,Umted.Me seeking .$7 nvillioii for 
the mtenor renovation of the only stl:ucture.pn :Capi;tof Hil^^ to the federal government. 
We expect to re-dedicate the Unified MetbQdist :Bvii]dii.j:g' i:l|-:3i99̂ ",',upon celebniting its 7.Sth 
anniversary. '. . ^ • i. 

With devotion and conviction, yoti personify vvhat the Unttisid Methodist Building has 
synibolized over the decades: that tlie pithlic witness:of dt^i^t'um church is a critical facior 
in social formation; that the rule of civil govcriiliient. m'usil •btijit'^ ;uid' compassionate; Uiat a 
principled spiritual life is the fowuhUion for a pi^iductivc s%iUir:life. This building i.s truly "The 
Heart of The Hill" -— and that has beeotno our fainpaign thetlie.' Your pasted, Dr. Philip 
Wogaman agrees, with this added imagery:. "It's:fhe ConscienGfi of ilic Capitol!" 

Our hope ia that you are able to .accept our invitatioi^ fo-be .featured speaker for the 
Campaign's official commenceinenl, an evetit y.'hich could'l^^ siiĥ ^ at your convenience in 

_the latier part oCJaiutary or in FebrijiVfy (a998>; If yog axiS:jibl̂  be with us for that occasion, 
"we would have you present special recognitiotl to M;?: iMaiib̂ ^̂ ^ who hâ  made a 
generous gift to this cause, Ms/ eolhns îs t}ie daitghtiir î ^̂ ^ True Wilson, who founded 
the building in ro.sponse to the •rt̂ ipcranc< -̂-riipy6fne?rt̂  of "public morals." 



1 2 . ' ' l y / l ' H y 7 0 H : i K 2024HR'5K'3'H GBCS IJMC: G'l^uFFICiE F'AGE 0 ; 

1VI15 I h l l u i y R. Clini i . in 

Tilts appeal comes to you, with.much respect, Irom: the dcnqmiiit^tion ofyour heritage. Your 
participation as we launch the effort would, wehelieye, inspire:it« successful attainment. We are 
very grateful for any consideration you lire able to give to thiB r!?-qLiest among the many you 
receive. 

Mtiy the blessings of Ctuistmas bring peace and joy to you atid your family, 

Sii\cereiy yours, 

Dr. Thoin White Wolf Fasselt 
General Secreiarv 
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T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 24, 1997 

Mr. William White 
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation 
1200 Mott Foundation Building 
Flint, Ml 48502-1851 

Dear Mr. White: 

Thank you very much for your thoughtftil letter and for 
the foundation's 1996 Annual Report. 1 hope your 
conversations with your colleagues in the foundation 
community and govemment yield tangible results. 

The First Lady just returned from several days in 
Central Asia, Russia and Ukraine, Once again, she 
underscored democracy building and the importance of NGO 
development and support. 

Thanks for your kind remarks about the childcare 
conference. We are working on proposals for the next budget 
cycle. Best wishes in your important work. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



C,I-IARI.-I-.S .STI-WAKI' 

MOTT FOUNDATION 

VVii.i.i.'XM S. WiiiTi: 
I'RLSIDI'NT 

November 10, 1997 

The Honorable Melanne Veveer 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 

and Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mrs. Veveer: 

I recently had the pleasure of attending The White House Conference on 
Child Care. I found it to be a wonderful event. 1 was very surprised to 
find one of the panelists, Patty Siegel, Executive Director of California 
Child Care Resource & Referral Network, is a grantee of ours. 

It has been about a year since Mrs. Clinton hosted the debriefing on her 
trip to Central and Eastern Europe. Since that time, several foundations, 
ours included, have been working with the folks at USAID and the State 
Department to figure out if there is a way to put together some ongoing 
funding for democracy building and other not-for-profit activities in that 
part of the world. It's still too early to tell what may happen, but there is 
follow-up occurring. Finally, if you haven't already received it, I thought 
you might appreciate a copy of our 1996 Annual Report, 

Sincerely, 

William S. White 

WSW:aco 

Enclosure 

1200 MOTT FOUNDATION BUILDING FLINT, MI 48502-1851 (810) 238-5651 FAX (810) 766-1753 
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October 21, 1997 

Ms. Carol Wheeler 
1650 30th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 

Dear Carol: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for the news 
about Amie's daughter, Alicia. Please let me know when "The 
Prodigal Son" will be at the Kennedy Center. Hopefully, there 
will be a chance to see her perform. 

It was good to hear from you, and it's always good to 
see you. Thanks for all you do. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 




