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THE W H I T E HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 20, 1997 

Father Leo O'Donovan 
President 
Georgetown University 
Washington, DC 20057-4134 

Dear Leo: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your letter and for your kind invitation to the First Lady to 
choose Georgetown University as a forum for launching child 
care initiatives. We will keep your offer in mind as work 
progresses on the White House Conference on Child Care 
scheduled for later this year. 

:erely. 

Thanks and best wishes. [<r\ ^ 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



QEORQFTOPt''XUNlVERSnY 

Office of the Tresident 

June 9, 1997 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 

Dear Melanne, 

I enclose a letter to the First Lady offering our Hilltop as a 
forum, should she wish to deliver a policy address to set the stage 
for the upcoming White House conference on child care. 

I propose no specific date for the visit because we would 
be happy to accommodate Mrs. Clinton at any time convenient 
for her. Kathleen Curry Santora in my office would be delighted 
to provide additional information or to work with you on details. 
Please do not hesitate to call her at (202) 687-4134. 

Many thanks. 

God bless. 

/6o 

miSHINQTOU^^ 7JC 20057-tjSQ 
202-68y 4JJ4 



t)ltl,riil lllii\ruilnil 

.lune 9, 1997 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Hillary: 

It was so good to hear that you are in the midst of planning a White House 
conference on child care. I certainly agree that this issue is critical to every young family 
in America, and I am confident that your leadership will help catalyze useful discussions 
in homes and workplaces across the country. 

Today. 1 write not only to extend my good wishes for the conference, but also to 
offer Georgetown University as a forum, should you wish to deliver a policy address on 
child care as part of or prior to the conference. 

We have been thinking a great deal about child care issues here recently and are in 
the final stages of creating our own child care facility. Hoya Kids Learning Center will 
open on September 2, 1997, to serve the children of our faculty, staff, and students. 
Wouldn't a visit to Hoya Kids following your policy address be a terrific opportunity to 
underscore your commitment to accessible quality child care? 

As you know, our campus - and our child care center ~ are open to you at any time 
you wish to visit. I hope the Hilltop can be of help to you in your child care policy work. 

With fond prayers and warm wishes, as always. 

God bless. 

Leo J. O'Donovan, S.J. 

LJO'D/alb 

W'/ishiugloii DC, .'('i'.i7 /7,vv 

lOI-iiHl-ll.i,! 
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June 13,1997 

Mr. Thomas P. O'Donnell 
2550 M Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20037-1350 

Dear Tom: 

Congratulations on your retum to Patton Boggs. 
I wish you all the best and trust your life will be less hectic and 
your hours more reasonable. 

/ Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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May 20, 1997 

Professor Nicholas Pronko 
Department of Psychology 
The Wichita States University 
525 Longford Lane 
Wichita, KS 67206 

Dear Professor Pronko: 

Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter. It is 
wonderful to hear that you are working on a book on your early 
life in the Slavic immigrant community. Unfortunately, 1 do 
not know of anyone who might be interested in publishing your 
work. However, if anyone comes to mind, I will share your 
information with them. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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June 2, 1997 

Mr. Cornelius J. Pings 
President 
Association of American Universities 
1200 New York Avenue, NW 
Suite 550 
Washington. DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Pings: 

Thank you very much for your letter and for suggesting 
potential nominees to serve as Chairman of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities. 1 have shared your 
suggestions with colleagues who are involved in the 
nominations process. 

Thanks for writing and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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May n , 1997 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to the First Lady 
Old Executive Office Building, Room 100 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Ms. Verveer: 

I write on behalf of the Association of American Universities (AAU), an organization of major research 
universities, to suggest potential nominees for the next Chairman oflhe National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEEH). Eor more than thirty years, the member institutions of the AAU have worked in close 
parlnership with the NEEH to support research and other activities that help preserve America's heritage, bring 
the humanities to th? American people, promote the continuing education of high school and college 
teachers, and expand knowledge. 

We asked our member university presidents and chancellors for their suggestions for the next NEEH 
Chairman and we are forwarding them to you on their behalf. We hope that you will consider these individuals 
as you conduct your search process. We would be please to assist you in obtaining additional information about 
anyol these individuals, each of whom is a leader in his/her field and would be a strong spokesperson for the 
NEH, 

Dr. Richard Ekman, Secretary, Andrew W. Mellon Foundation (History of American Civilization) 
Dr, Caryl Emerson, Professor, Russian and Comparative Literature, Princeton University 
Richard Eranke, Retired Chairman and CEO, the john Nuveen Company and Chairman, 

Americans United to Save the Arts and Humanities 
lames Ereedman, President, Dartmouth College (Law) 
Dr, Henry Louis Gales |r,. Chairman, Afro-American Studies Department, Harvard University 
Dr, Sander Gilman, Protessor, German and Comparative Literature, University of Chicago 
Dr. Edie Goldenberg, Dean of Literature, Sc ience, and the Arts, University of Michigan (Political Science) 
Dr, Hanna Gray, President Emeritus and Harry Pratt ludson Distinguished Service Professor, 

University of Chicago (History) 
Dr. Camon Kelly, President, Tulane University (Economics) 
Dr. Elizabeth Kennan, Past-President, Mount Holyoke College (Medieval History) 
Dr. Robert Rosenzweig, former President, Association of American Universities (Political Science) 
Roger Shaltuck, University Professor, Boston LJniversity (French Literature) 
Patricia Spacks, Professor of English Literature, University of Virginia 

Thank you lor considering these individuals. 

Sincerely, 

CIP/LAS/rdk 

Cornelius ). Pings 
Presideni 

1211(1 .\'nr Yi,il; .Avriiiir. \\V • Siiili- • Wn^/i i in^lnii. IK. • 2lll)in • 2ll2/'III.S-7'>l)ll • /-l .\ 2l l2/in,\S I S-l 

WWW si I , - : / / / / /) . •//7/';/r„i./,,/,/»,•./'////,''-,/«,/ 



I I . W H I M ' . I I ( ) I .S 
W \ s I I I \ I , I I I \ 

June 2,1997 

Mr. Robert Pringle 
Deputy Chief of Mission 
American Embassy - Pretoria 
Department of State 
Washington, DC 20521-9300 

Dear Mr. Pringle: 

On behalf of the First Lady, thank you very much for 
your letter and the information on the work being done to 
create a South African community college system to advance 
education in South Africa. This is a topic that generated much 
conversation during our visit and Mrs. Clinton is grateful for 
the update. 

Thank you for writing and best wishes in yoi 
important work. 

Sincerely, 

ur 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



Enihassy of the United States of America 

Pretoria, South Africa 

April 15, 1997 

Mrs. Hillary Rodhzun Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 2 0500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton: 

I was privileged to participate in your conversation with Dr. 
Maphela Ramphele at Ambassador Joseph's memorable dinner in Cape 
Town on March 20. As I re c a l l , you made the point that, based on 
your observations, i t appeared of the greatest importance for South 
African educators to emphasize and reward " l i f e s k i l l s " such as 
those required for the construction work you had witnessed that 
morning at the Victoria Mexhenge self-help housing project. You 
also mentioned the relevance of U.S. experience with community 
colleges. 

I mentioned at the time that our USAID program here i s helping 
the government to implement a new education framework, known as the 
National Qualifications Framework, (NQF). The NQF i s a centerpiece 
in South Africa's education transformation process. The new 
framework recognizes and encourages adult education, on-the-job 
training, and the transfer of learning achievements across 
different levels and categories of education. Above a l l , the NQF 
makes i t possible for a l l learners, whatever their ages, to realize 
the goal of life-long learning. The enclosed draft diagram shows 
how the new system w i l l work. 

With respect to community colleges. South Africa i s currently 
creating a South African community college system that i s largely 
influenced by that of the U.S. USAID i s providing the national 
Ministry of Education with technical assistance to develop and 
formulate policies for the establishment of this new system. 
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I t was a pleasure meeting you. Your interest in what we are 
doing in South Africa i s of enormous importance to everyone working 
here. From our point of view your v i s i t was an outstanding success 
and we hope you feel the same way. Come back soon, and bring your 
husband! 

Sincerely, 

Robert M. Prin^lB 
Deputy Chief of Mission 

End: As Stated 



American Embassy-Pretoria 

Department of State 

Washington. DC 20521 -9300 



May 20, 1997 

Mr. Earl Powell III 
Office of the Director 
National Gallery of Art 
Washington DC, 20565 

Dear Earl: 

Thank you very much for your thoughtful letter and the 
National Gallery of Art's Annual Report which is absolutely 
inspiring and informational. 

Thank you for your thoughtfulness and your leadership 
and for all you do. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 



National Gallery of Art 

Wa.ihinglon. D.C. 20.565 

DJJiei' of llie Director 

May 9, 1997 

Dear Melanne, 

I am pleased t o send you the enclosed National G a l l e r y of 
Art Annual Report f o r f i s c a l year 1996. I t documents a year th a t 
included great works of a r t acquired f o r the nat i o n , an e x c i t i n g 
v a r i e t y of sp e c i a l e x h i b i t i o n s presented f o r the c a p i t a l c i t y , 
and the beginning of new i n i t i a t i v e s such as r e p a i r and 
renovation p r o j e c t s f o r the National Gallery's two outstanding 
b u i l d i n g s . 

I hope you enjoy t h i s annual report as we continue our 
mandate f o r the c o l l e c t i o n , p reservation, and d i s p l a y of works of 
a r t of the highest q u a l i t y f o r the b e n e f i t of the American 
people, and f o r v i s i t o r s from around the world. 

With ki n d regards. 

Sincerely yours. 

Earl A. Powell I I I 
/ 

Ms. Melanne Verveer 
Deputy Assis t a n t t o the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 
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June 10, 1997 

Reverend John Phelps 
President 
Life Directions U.S.A. 
4418 West Walton Street 
Chicago, IL 60651-3463 

Dear Father Phelps: 

Thank you very much for your letter, forwarded by 
Donald Fowler, and invitation to the First Lady to attend the 
Life Directions' Silver anniversary Tribute Dinner in 
December 1998 . 

I have forwarded your letter to Patti Solis Doyle, 
Director of Scheduling for the First Lady. However, it is much 
too far in advance to determine at this time what the First 
Lady's obligations will be next year. We suggest that you 
resubmit your request at a later date. 

Thank you for writing and best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Melanne Verveer 
Chief of Staff to 

the First Lady 
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Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 
F i r s t Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

In 1998, Life Directions w i l l celebrate 25 years of 
developing a hunger for values within the lives of young 
adults in the Public Schools and surrounding communities 
in Detroit (1973) Chicago (1990) San Antonio (1992) 
Tucson (1995) New Orleans (1996). Over 20,000 young 
adults motivated over 40,000 of their low achieving peers 
in poverty areas of these five c i t i e s . These young adults 
are the hands responsible for the children of the twenty-
f i r s t century. 

In their name, I am requesting the honor of your 
presence at the Life Directions' Silver Anniverary 
Tribute Dinner .-̂ JChe event w i l l take place in Detriot 
Michigan (the citys of origin for Life Directions) on 
December 2, 1998 itom 5:30 to 9:00 P.M. Wayne County 

K Executive^::rthe-Hoiforable Edward McNamara, i s the Honorary 
C?o-eha±f along witJi the family of eight that began the 
work.-

The young adults with their adult partners w i l l 
gatJier to celebrate what they themselves HAVE created. 
They lead the motivation groups in schools. They promote 
programs and act i v i t i e s to reduce violence and eliminate 
gangs. They think of the consequences of their actions 
before i t ' s too late. They organize and network with 
agencies that meet their people's needs. They make Life 
Directions work for themselves and the children who come 
after them. 

In 1998, we w i l l celebrate the expansion of our work 
from the city of origin. After a 1993-94 evaluation 
verified we were able to replicate our work. Mayor 
Richard M. Daley asked Life Directions to expand i t s 
motivational programs in Chicago's Public schools and 
neighborhoods. We have worked with over 10,000 young 
adults in Chicago alone. I t i s a privilege to be waking 
up more and more young adults to values they w i l l be 
passing on to their own children. 

4418 West Walton Street Chicago, Illinois 60651-3463 (773) 384-3483 Fax (773) 384-380 



We have watched you and Chelsea travel the world and 
demonstrate the power of partnership in re-founding values. As an 
organization that fosters self-responsibility and self-direction, 
we want to recognize you as role models. Your presence at the 
Silver Anniversary Tribute Dinner w i l l be an inspiration to the 
young adults and children we serve. 

I await your reply. 

Remembering r r i s k " , I am 

Directions U.S.A. 

cc: 

Mr. Nelson Carlo - President - Alert Construction and Acting 
Chairperson of Life Directions - Chicago 

Mr. Tito Chavarria - McDonald Technology Inc. and Chairperson of 
San Antonio Life Directions _ , 

Honorable Irma Muse Dixon - Public Service Commissioner, Louisiana 
and Member of Life Directions USA 

Mr. Arcadio Gastelum, President of San Ignacio Council of Pascua 
Yaqui Tribe and Representative of Life Directions - Tucson 

The McDonald Family - co-founders of Life Directions - Detroit and 
honorary co-chairs of Silv e r Anniversary Tribute Dinner 

Mr. Robert McFarland - Executive Director, New Orleans 
Educational Talent Search and chair of Life Directions - New 
Orleans 

Honorable Edward McNamara - Wayne County Executive and Honorary co-
Chair of Silver Anniverary Tribute Dinner 

Mr. Donald Shaw - Director of Pima County Juvenile Court and 
Representative of Life Directions - Tucson 

Mr. Joseph Walker - President and C.E.O. Plunkett & Cooney and 
Chairperson of Life Directions - Detroit 


