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Congress of the EHnited States
Hashington, IBL 20515

May 6, 1999

The Honorable J. Dennis Hastert
Speaker of the House

H-232 Capitol Building
‘Waghigton, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Hastert,

On the eve of Mother’s Day, a celebration that honors the contribution mothers make to
their children and their families, we are writing to ask that the House of Representatives honor all
of our mothers by scheduling a vote on gun safety legislation by the end of June.

In the wake of the Littleton shootings, mothers and fathers across the country are facing
new concerns about their children’s safety and access to guns. A 1993 Harris survey found that
59% of schoolchildren in grades six through twelve said they “could get a handgun if they wanted
one,” and a third of those polled said they could get one “within an hour.”

Moreover, between the years 1987 and 1993, juvenile homicides involving a firearmn grew

by 182%. Children are getting guns and children are using guns in violent crimes. Clearly, the
laws that we have on the books are not working.

What can Congress do? There are a range of gun safety legislative proposals that have
been introduced in the House, and we believe they all deserve a fair and public hearing, including:

. closing the loophole on gun show sales;

. raising the eligibility age on gun ownership from 18 to 21;

. requiring child safety locks; and

- holding guns to consumer safety standards like other products.

We know that guns are not the single cause of the increase in juvenile violence, Our
culture has become awash in violence. From television to video games to the Internet, our
children are inundated with violent imagery that can have a damaging effect on their psychologjcal

well-being. However, we must recognize that it is access to guns that can tum a disturbed

teenager into a mass murderer. It’s time to strengthen our gun laws to keep firearms out of the
hands of children.

Mr. Speaker, we ask you to schedule two days of debate on gun safety by June 20th,
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Father’s Day. Let’s devote a few days of our lives to save the lives of children. This Mother’s
Day, it’s the greatest gift we could give to America’s moms.

Sincerely,
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Members Signed on to Gun Safety Legislation Letter to Speaker Hastert
5/6/99
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Rep. Tammy Baldwin (WT)

Rep. Corrine Brown (FL)

Rep. Julia Carson (IN)

Rep. Donna Christian-Christensen (VI)
Rep. Eva Clayton (NC)

Rep. Diana DeGette (CO)

Rep. Rosa DeLanro (CT)

Rep. Anna Eshoo (CA)

Rep. Sheila Jackson-Lee (TX)

. Rep. Eddie Bemice Johnson (TX)
. Rep. Stephanie Tubbs Jones (OH)

Rep. Carolyn Kilpsdtrick (MTI)

. Rep. Barbara Lee (CA)

. Rep. Zoe Lofgren (CA)

. Rep. Nita Lowey (NY)

. Rep. Carolyn Maloney (NY)

. Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (NY)

. Rep. Cynthia McKinney (GA)

. Rep. Camie Meek (FL)

. Rep. Jnanita Millender-McDonald (CA)
. Rep. Patsy Mink (HT)

. Rep. Grace Napolitano (CA)

. Rep. Elecanor Holmes Norton (DC)
. Rep. Nancy Pelosi (CA) _

. Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA)

. Rep. Janice Schakowsky (1L)

. Rep. Lowse Slaughter (NY)

. Rep. Ellen Tauscher (CA)

. Rep. Nydia Velazquez (NY)

. Rep. Maxine Waters (CA)

. Rep. Lynn Woolsey-(CA)
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DELAURO: GUN SAFETY DESERVES DEBATE

WASHINGTON, DC — Congresswoman Rosa L. Delauro (D-CT) was joined by women
Democrats today as she released a letter to House Speaker Demnis Hastext (R-IL) that calls
for broad and open discussion of gun safety legislation. On the eve of Mother’s Day, the
women members implored Hastert to schedule two days of debate on gun safety before
Father’s Day, June 20.

“Mothers and fathers across the country are facing new concerns about their children’s
safety and access to guns,” said Delanro. "Children are getting guns and children are using
guns iu violent ctimes. We are asking that the House take the time to look at all the major
gun safety proposals. "

The letter, signed by thirty-one women members, simply calls for a fair and public hearing
on gun safety legislation, including proposals that:

0 close the loophole on gun show sales

) raise the eligibility age for gun ownership from 18 to 21
o require child safety locks

o hold guns to consumer S3fety standards

“In America, we take all kinds of $recautions to protect our children,” said DeLanro. "We
ensure the safety of everything from baby rattles to strollers to car seats. But, when it
comes to our most dangerons and deadly product —~ a gun - there are no protections for
children. We protect our kids from rantles, but not from guns? Tbere is something wrong
with this picture. "

DeLauro is a co-sponsor of the Chjldren’s Gun Vielence Prevention Act (H.R. 1342), which
would make guns safer by requiring bandguns to 1) have a minimum trigger resistance so
children under five cannot pull it; 2) pass a "drop test” designed to prevent accidental firing;
3) have a manual safety; and 4) be sold with‘qualified child safety locks.

"This Mother’s Day, mothets across this country are asking us to take common sense steps
to protect their families," said Delanro. "As mothers and danghters and sisters, we’re
callipg for a chanee’to debate common sense-gun safety measures. * wry
Delauro was joined at the press conference by Congresswomern’ Carolyn McCarthy (f\IY),

Julia Carson (IN), Nita Lowey (NY), Carolyn Maloney (NY), Juanita Millender-McDonald &
(CA), Grace Napolitano (CA), Ellen Tauscheg é'CA),\ and Lyon Woolsey (CA). ' "
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