




















































































































































































































The initiative the Academy envisions would provide essential information as well as
valuable ideas and perspectives to the NEH/NEA, related government agencies,
universities, museums, libraries, foundations, corporate America, and other institutions.
An integral part of our work will be to involve the leadership of the National
Endowments as well as state and local agencies and for-profit and non-profit
organizations. They will be invited to propose critical issues for study, discussion, and
advice. As a founder of the National Humanities Center in North Carolina, we have had
a long and continuous tie to that organization. Its Director, Academy Fellow W. Robert
Connor, will serve on the steering committee. We have also established a close working
relationship with the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University and
its Hauser Center for Non-Profit Institutions that will enable us to collaborate with them
on this project. The Academic Dean, Fred Shauer, an Academy Fellow. will also serve
on the steering committee. In addition, we will work with the federation of State
Humanities Councils. and we will reach out to regional and state councils for the arts and
humanities, other arts and humanities organizations engaged in specialized research,
foundations that support such research, and the educational community to ensure that our
work is far-reaching, coordinated with and complementary to that of groups with similar
goals. The initiative will draw on these expanded resources for cooperative studies and
conferences.

The American Academy of Arts and Sciences is unusually qualified to undertake this
initiative. In the past. it has played a critical role in support of the humanities in this
country, and as individuals, many Fellows from the sciences, humanities and public life
have been active in this arena. For example, twenty-five years ago, the Academy took
the lead in creating the National Humanities Center. Fellows, imctuding Glen Seaborg,
Howard Mumford Jones and John Brademas, played important roles in the creation of the
NEH and NEA, and leaders of major museums, symphonies and libraries, as well as
performing artists, scholars and critics are represented in our membership. Nearly all of
the NEH Jefferson Lecturers are Fellows of the Academy, including our past President,
Jaroslav Pelikan, and we seek their advice and support.

Furthermore, the Academy has a well-established national infrastructure. In addition to
its Cambridge headquarters, the Academy maintains Midwest Center offices at the
University of Chicago and Western Center offices at the University of California, Irvine.
Our Fellows who are active in educational and cultural organizations across the country
create a national network upon which to draw. The Cambridge headquarters provides an
ideal location for conferences and meetings. It has recently updated its computing
facilities and will serve as a home for project staff and visiting Fellows involved with the
initiative.

B. Planning Steps

The planning phase for this project will begin with a meeting of an Executive group of
the Steering Commuttee in April to develop an agenda for a meeting of the full planning
group in early summer. Topics for examination and discussion at the April meeting will
include, among others, potential areas of research (as illustrated by the following
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