






























































January 12, 1999

ANNOUNCING NEW EFFORTS TO ADDRESS EPILEPSY

Date: Wednesday, January 13, 1999

Time: 2:15pm to 3:30pm

Location: Rush Epilepsy Center
Chicago, Illinois

From: Neera Tanden

L PURPOSE

To highlight epilepsy, a condition that affects millions of Americans, by 1) releasing a new
report that details the effects of epilepsy on families, communities and the nation, and 2)
announcing a series of initiatives designed to promote education and research on this condition.

IL. BACKGROUND

OVERVIEW

As part of this event, you will tour the epilepsy wing of Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s medical
center, take part in a roundtable with people who have experience with epilepsy, and proceed to a
speaking program. Your involvement in this event is designed to bring attention to a disease that
has received little attention in the past. You will also make a series of announcements related to
promoting effective research and proper education of physicians as well as patients.

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

New Report
You will release “Epilepsy: A Report to the Nation,” sponsored by the Epilepsy Foundation of

America. The report found that epilepsy and seizures affect 2.3 million Americans of all ages,
300,000 of whom are children. The report also found that epilepsy has $12.5 billion in direct and
indirect costs to our nation. In addition, the study reports that approximately 181,000 new cases
of seizures and epilepsy occur each year, and 10% of the American population will experience a
seizure in their lifetime. It also found that one fifth to one quarter of the people with controlled
seizures are significantly less likely to work than the rest of the population; of the unemployed
64% said that they were unemployed as a direct result of their epilepsy. In the epileptic
population 17% report that problems on the job were the chief challenge to their disorder. The
report also found that while advances in medical treatment enable many people to live normal
lives free of seizures, 25% of those with epilepsy -- 600,000 people -- resist control and become
intractable. The study found that epilepsy remains a formidable barrier to normal life for this
group, affecting educational attainment, employment, and personal fulfillment.



to Se ora
You will also announce that next year, the National Institutes of Health will convene the first-
ever Administration confetence on epilepsy which will include over 150 experts from across the
country. The conference will consolidate current understanding of epilepsy and work towards
finding a cure for epilepsy. It will also focus on how to best allocate the unprecedented
investment this Administration has made in epilepsy research -- $76 million dollars in this year
alone, up from $54 million dollars in 1995.

w Initiativ ucate Doctor
A number of people with epilepsy are inaccurately dlagnosed wh1ch allows the condition to
deteriorate, often causing brain developmental delays and additional health problems. You will
announce a new partnership between the Centers for Disease Control and the Agency for Health
Care Policy Research to inform practitioners on the importance of early diagnosis to help address
this problem. Together, they will launch an education campaign directed towards primary care
physicians in order to ensure appropriate diagnosis.

Epilepsy Chatroom on the Web

You will also announce a new Internet chat series that will allow consumers, patients, and family
members to engage in live discussions on issues relating to epilepsy, with doctors and other
experts who will be available online to answer specific questions about this disorder. The
website address is www.ivillage.com or www.efa.org, and it will be sponsored by the Epilepsy
Foundation of America and iVillage.com.

BACKGROUND ON EPILEPSY

Epilepsy is a neurological disorder in which nerve cells of the brain release abnormal electrical
impulses from time to time. These cause a temporary malfunction of other nerve cells of the
brain, resulting in an altered or complete loss of consciousness (what is commonly referred to as
a seizure). A pattern of repeated seizures is referred to as epilepsy. There is no known cause in
half of all cases. However, head injuries, brain tumors, lead poisoning, problems in brain
development prior to birth, and certain genetic and infectious illnesses can all cause epilepsy.
There are no visible symptoms, and individuals can suffer an attack without warning.

According to NINDS, the federal government spent $68 million on epilepsy research and
prevention last year and is projected to invest $76 million this year. This is up from $54 million
in 1995. However, according to advocates, only $20.64 is spent on each patient who has
epilepsy. In contrast, $312.00 is spent on the patient with multiple sclerosis and $136.00 on each
patient with Parkinson’s Disease, though epilepsy affects more people than those affected by
either disease. In addition to finding the cause of epilepsy, advocates and researchers are
concerned about improving the diagnosis of epilepsy; developing new drugs to control seizures;
and improving and developing new surgical techniques for those who must rely on this form of
treatment.



The Rush Epilepsy Center

The Rush Epilepsy Center at Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Medical Center in Chicago is
internationally known for its efforts to restore control over their disease to epilepsy patients. The
center was opened in 1972 by Dr. Frank Morrell to focus on providing specialized care for adults
and children with epilepsy and those experiencing symptoms of epilepsy. The center is one of the
nation’s most comprehensive facilities for the diagnosis, monitoring, and treatment of epilepsy.
In particular, the center provides care for patients whose disease has been unresponsive to
standard medical management. Their multi-disciplinary staff including epileptologists,
neuropsychologist, physiologists, pediatric neurologists, a neurosurgeon, clinical nurse
specialists, and social workers work to provide a comprehensive individualized program for each
patient by focusing on the medical, social, psychological, and daily effects of epilepsy. Options
for the diagnosis and treatment of epilepsy at the center include diagnostic monitoring, surgical
workup, implanted electrodes, and surgery. The Rush Epilepsy Center is currently under the
direction of Dr. Michael Smith.

As part of this event, you are dedicating the center in honor of Frank Morrell, who died last year,
after working as an epilepsy specialist at Rush for over 20 years. Dr. Morrell was one of the
nation’s leading experts on the diagnosis and treatment of epilepsy and seizure disorders.

III. PARTICIPANTS

dt icipants:
-The First Lady
-Dr. Michael Smith, Director of Rush’s Epilepsy Center
-Larry Gorsky, Special Assistant to the Mayor for the Office of Disabilities
-Susan Axelrod, mother of Lauren Axelrod who is a 17-year-old young woman with intractable
epilepsy who has suffered tremendous developmental disabilities as a result of her condition.
- Sharon Ditch, who has been seizure-free since an operation she had two years ago. She will
describe the difference in her life since her operation.
-Liz Harris, who has a milder form of epilepsy but has faced tremendous stigma nevertheless.
(See attachments.)

Speaking Program:

-The First Lady

-Dr. Leo Henikoff, President and CEO of Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke Hospital
-Representative Danny Davis

-Jeanne Carpenter, President of the Epilepsy Foundation of America and a lawyer who suffers
from epilepsy

-LeeAnn Brigido Smith, whose 8 year old son Zachary suffers from intractible epilepsy; as a
result he has tremendous developmental delays

Audience for speaking program

125 people, including medical professionals, advocates and people with epilepsy
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V.

Tour

SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

Upon arrival at Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Hospital, the First Lady will tour the
epilepsy center, including its four patient rooms, with Dr. Leo Henikoff and Dr. Michael
Smith;

The First Lady will unveil a plaque dedicating the epilepsy center after Dr. Frank Morrell,
an epilepsy specialist who died last year (Dr. Frank Morrell’s family will be present at the
plaque unveiling); ,

The First Lady then proceeds to a roundtable discussion, which will be led by Dr.
Michael Smith and include Larry Gorsky, Special Assistant to Mayor Daley. The
roundtable will include Susan Axelrod, Sharon Ditch and Liz Harris, all of whom will
discuss their particular experiences with epilepsy (see attachments);

The First Lady will then proceed to a speaking program, in which Dr. Leo Henikoff, CEO
and President of Rush, will make welcoming remarks and introduce Representative
Danny Davis;

Representative Danny Davis will make brief remarks and introduce Jeanne Carpenter,
President of the Epilepsy Foundation and a woman with epilepsy;

Jeanne Carpenter will make remarks and introduce LeeAnn Brigido Smith, the parent of a
child with intractible epilepsy;

LeeAnn Brigido Smith will make remarks and introduce the First Lady;

Upon conclusion of her remarks, the First Lady will depart.

PRESS PLAN

Closed Press

Roundtable
Pool spray at the top only
Speaking program

Open press

VL.

REMARKS

Provided by Christy Macy


























































































January 21, 1999

NARAL 30th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

DATE: Friday, January 22
TIME: 1:05 pm - 1:35 pm
LOCATION: Omni Shoreham Hotel
Washington, D.C.
FROM: Brenda Costello and
Natasha McMahan

L PURPOSE

To deliver the keynote address at NARAL's 30th anniversary celebration, and to highlight
the Administration’s commitment to finding common ground in order to make abortion
safe, legal, and rare.

IL BACKGROUND

Qverview

The event will highlight National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League’s
(NARAL's) thirty-year history of advocacy on behalf of a woman'’s freedom to choose and
the 26th annual recognition of the landmark decision in Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court
decision legalizing abortion. Friday’s luncheon will take place at Omni Shoreham Hotel
in Washington. There will be 700-750 guests who will be from NARAL and its affiliate
organizations. In addition, the luncheon will honor the memory of Dr. Barnett Slepian, the
Buffalo physician, murdered in his home last October, along with other physicians and
health care professionals who uphold the freedom to choose despite the climate of fear and
intimidation.

tion rtion ductive Right:

NARAL has a grassroots network of 30 state affiliates and 500,000 members nationwide.

NARAL's work is divided among three organizations, 1) NARAL, INC., which works
through the political system to effect reproductive health policy; 2) NARAL-PAC, which
is the political action committee and driving force behind the election of many pro-choice
candidates, and 3) The NARAL Foundation, which supports the in-depth research and
legal work of the organization. Since 1969, the National Abortion and Reproductive Rights
Action League (NARAL) and its affiliates have been the leading force in the fight for
reproductive freedom in America.

Serving as the political arm of the pro-choice movement, NARAL has been involved in
several key races throughout the country to elect pro-choice candidates to Congress. While
advocating for programs that reduce unintended pregnancy and make abortion less



necessary, NARAL has pursued its mission of securing and protecting the freedom to
choose. NARAL advocates that the freedom to make personal decisions without
governmental interference is one of the most fundamental principles on which our nation
was founded. NARAL is leading the way to promote policies that will make abortion less
necessary.

NARAL's legislative efforts played a vital role in passing the Freedom of Access to Clinic
Entrances Act, which prohibits unlawful anti-choice violence and harassment that
jeopardizes access to abortion services. In addition, NARAL has been involved in recent
initiatives such as educating Americans, electing pro-choice candidates and advocates for
pro-choice legislation to secure the freedom to choose, and defending reproductive choice
from assaults by the radical right. NARAL is committed to reducing teenage pregnancy
and sexually transmitted disease. In a paper presented at the American Enterprise Institute
for Public Policy Research Conference on Teenage Sexual Activity and Contraceptive Use,
statistics revealed that between 1990 and 1995, the percentage of teen girls who had ever
had sexual intercourse declined by five percent, marking the first decline in more than 20
years, yet the rates of teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted disease among teens
remains unacceptably high.

Format
Actress Dana Delany and Penelope Ann Miller will make their remarks. Next, Kate

Michelman, President of NARAL, will make introductory remarks and introduce you.
Upon conclusion of your remarks, you have the option to work a ropeline. There will be
700-750 guests in attendance, mcludmg many members of Congress and the
Administration (list attached).

III. PARTICIPANTS

Meet and Greet :

-Kate Michelman, President, NARAL

-Susie Gelman, Co-Chair of Event

-Selwa “Lucky” Roosevelt, Co-Chair of Event

-Michael Gelman, Principal and Founder of Washington-based Accounting Firm
-Mrs. Lynn Slepian, widow of slain provider, Dr. Barnett Slepian

-Marilyn Buckham, Executive Director of the Buffalo Women’s Clinic

-Vicki Saporta, Executive Director, National Abortion Federation

-Nancy Silverman, NARAL Foundation Board Member and New York Philanthropist
-Roselyne Swig, Philanthropist and Community Activist

-Candy Cox, Senior Vice President, DDB/Elgin Worldwide

-Rick Gross, NARAL Board Member, Washington Attorney, Democratic Party Fundraiser
(wife Roberta, Inspector General, NASA)

-Susan McLane, NARAL Board Member, Women’s Campaign Fund

-Dana Delany, actress



-Penelope Ann Miller, actress
-Morris Wortman, M.D,, OB-GYN
-Lisa Perry, New York Philanthropist

-Kate Michelman, President, NARAL
-The First Lady

IV. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

. Kate Michelman will make introductory remarks and introduces the First Lady
onto stage.

. The First Lady makes remarks.

. Upon conclusion the First Lady has the option to work a ropeline.

V. PRESS

Open press.

VI. REMARKS

Provided by Laura Schiller.
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Friday, January 22,
11:30 am~noon VIP Reception
{1:30 am Harpist plays in Reception Area
11:50 am ' * Begin Calls for Seating
All courses pre-set on tahle
NOON Vvive-uver intos Co-Chairs, The ITonorable Selwa Lucky
Roosevelt and Susie Gelman
Co-Chairs intro Kate Michelman .
12:03 pm 'Ka-to Miche.lmax; d&livers Opening Remarks
12:10 pm VO introduces Dana Delany for
Wall of Honor segment
12:13 pm 15-minute Program Break for Luncheon
12:28 pm Kate Michelman delivers NARAL's listory 1elrospective
Ending with 60-second “I Believe” video
12:43 pm VO intros Penelope Ann Miller for...
Messages Segment
12:48 pm ; VO intros Reverend Carlton Veazey for
Moment of Silence
12:51 pm VO intros Dr. Ralph Hale and Dr. John Choate of ACOG,
accomparied by Kate Michelman for...
Siepian Award Segment:
ACOG Remarks (5 minutes)
Award Presentation to Mrs, Slepian
__/? 1:01 pm Kate Michelman returns 1o podium

Asks Dr. Wortman to staad for recoguilion
Kate introduces First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton

1:10 pm Mrs, Clinton delivers Keynote Address

1:35 pm Kate thanks audience
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NARAL Publications -- TEENS IN CRL...ategy to Protect Adolescent Health http://www.naral.org/publications/teensincrisis.htmi

+© Publications |

TEENS IN CRISIS:
A Comprehensive Strategy to Protect Adolescent Health

National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League (NARAL/The NARAL
Foundation) Kate Michelman, President

Paper presented at the American Enie;prise Institute for Public Policy Research
Conference on Teenage Sexual Activity and Contraceptive Use: An Update May 1, 1998

contraceptive use. Between 1990 and 1995, the percentage of teen girls who had ever had
sexual intercourse declined by five percent -- marking the first decline in more than 20
years.L In 1995, 78 percent of teen girls used contraception at first intercourse as compared
to 65 percent in 1988 and 48 percent in 1982.2 In addition, the teen pregnancy, birth and
abortion rates have been declining.3 :

Recent surveys identify several positive trends concerning teenage sexual activity and %

Although these findings are notable, the U.S. continues to face an adolescent reproductive
health crisis. The rates of teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted disease (STD) and
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infections among teens remain unacceptably high.
More teens may be using contraception at first intercourse; however, teens continue to fail
to use contraception consistently or appropriately. Moreover, the frequency of unwanted
sexual intercourse among teen girls is alarming.

In searching for solutions to this adolescent reproductive health crisis, some individuals and
groups have focused on abstinence-only education. An emphasis on abstinence-only
education is misplaced. Abstinence education is an essential part of sexuality education, but
abstinence should not be the only lesson taught. Sexuality education should teach teens to
deal with peer pressure and pressure from partners to engage in sexual activity, but teens
should also learn how to protect themselves if they do become sexually active.

Rather than focusing on abstinence-only education, the U.S. must demonstrate a national
commitment to remedying this adolescent crisis through a multi-pronged approach. Such an
approach would invest in the development of young women by valuing their lives, inspiring
them to seek better futures, enhancing self-sufficiency, preparing them for higher education,
providing job training and ensuring access to health care. We need to embark on a
campaign to increase family planning funding, improve and expand access to
contraceptives, and increase awareness of and access to emergency contraceptives. Finally,
we must launch a national effort to require comprehensive sexuality education throughout
our primary and secondary schools. This approach would protect teens by promoting
abstinence while simultaneously providing teens with the contraceptive and STD/HIV
prevention information they need to make responsible decisions if and when they become
sexually active.

I. America is Facing a Crisis in Adolescent Reproductive Health,
Despite the positive trends identified in the 1995 National Survey of Family Growth and

1995 National Survey of Adolescent Males, the U.S. continues to face a crisis in adolescent
reproductive health. Although some statistics demonstrate a decline in teen sexual activity,

1ofll 1/21/99 1:55 PM
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October 26, 1998, Monday, Late Edition - Final
SECTION: Section A; Page 1; Column 6; Metropolitan Desk
LENGTH: 1148 words
HEADLINE: Beliefs Pushed Doctor to Keep Abortion Role
BYLINE: By JOSEPH BERGER
DATELINE: AMHERST, N.Y., Oct. 25

BODY:

Some of those who knew him said today that Dr. Barnett A. Slepian continued
to perform abortions in the face of death threats because he had what one friend
called "a stubborn kind of courage."

Others said he persisted not for ideological reasons but because he was
simply a conscientious doctor who wanted to practice the full range of
gynecological medicine that he had been trained in, even if that included the
procedures that many in the aggressive anti-abortion movement in western New
York equated with murder.

Having babies come into the world was his life," said Ellen Fink, a

gtime friend. "But he performed abortions because he believed it was a
woman's legal right to choose." s

Dr. Slepian, a 52-year-old gynecologist and obstetrician who lived in this
suburb of Buffalo, was shot fatally in the back Friday night as he stood in his
kitchen chatting with his wife, Lynne, and son Andrew. He had just returned from
synagogue where he had gone to mark the yahrzeit, or anniversary, of his
father's death. ;

Today, his friends, patients and relatives were heartsick at his murder, but
also fearful to speak about it because the sniper who lay in wait in the woods
behind Dr. Slepian's house and shot him with a high-powered rifle through an
undraped window was at large. Still, a few took time to talk to reporters
because, they said, they wanted to make sure the man they knew was portrayed not
as a pro-abortion zealot, but as a well-rounded doctor, father and husband.

Dr. Slepian, who as a young man was so determined to become a doctor that he
studied medicine in Spanish in Guadalajara, Mexico, when American schools would
not accept him, was a person who prized his time with his four sons: Andrew, 15;
Brian, 13; Michael, 10, and Philip, 7. He was a devoted jogger, having run a
marathon, and was, one friend said, "a health nut" who carefully watched such
demons as cholesterol and salt. He belonged to a Reform synagogue, Temple Beth
Am.

He was painfully aware that he and his family could be the target of a fierce
ent of abortions and took precautions. In the last five years, there had
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b~ ~ four attacks -- none fatal -- against doctors in the United States-Canadian
r region, and two abortion doctors had been killed in other parts of the
ed States. As recently as Friday morning, Dr. Slepian received a two-page
-ning from the downtown Buffalo clinic where he worked, urging him to beware
of sniper attacks.

"Do not assume that you are safe once you are at home," the warning said.
"Close the drapes in your house so you are not visible from outside."

In fact, Dr. Slepian often kept the blinds drawn at hbme and he called the
police whenever he received a death threat. Neighbors said there were a number
of periods when an Amherst patrol car was stationed outside Dr. Slepian's
two-story brick colonial in a well-to-do enclave here.

But he refused to change his approach to medicine, even when his friends
warned him some anti-abortion protesters would view his death as a "coup" that
would virtually eliminate poor people's access to abortion in the Buffalo area.

"He knew the risks well," said Glenn Edward Murray, who was Dr. Slepian's
lawyer and longtime friend. "We had discussed the fatal dangers he placed
himself in by continuing to perform abortions. We discussed security measures.
He was dedicated to providing women with safe and legal abortlons and was
unwilling to abandon his clients because of threats."

Mr. Murray, who talked in carefully measured tones but still found himself
choked with emotion, said that Dr. Slepian, as a young intern and resident in
the Buffalo area, had been taught by mentors how dangerous and sometimes fatal
" ~“k alley" abortions performed by bad practitioners or by the women themselves

| be. Even as he had four children of his own, he was determined that he

+d perform abortions for women who needed them, no matter how poor they were.

So in addition to a private practice he had in this leafy suburban town in
the prairie-flat countryside east of Buffalo, Dr. Slepian chose to work
regularly at a clinic in downtown Buffalo that had been singled out by
protesters and was the last of its kind in Buffalo -- Buffalo GYN Women's
Services. Now, that clinic has been left without a doctor.

His wife, Lynne, a trained nurse who stayed home in recent years to raise
their sons, was as resolute as he was in not letting the protesters stop her
husband from practicing medicine as he saw fit.

Dr. Slepian, a slender, wiry man with the bearded face of a scholar, was born
in Cambridge, Mass., into a lower-middle-class family of four children, each of
whom went on to considerable accomplishment as an adult. One of his two
brothers, Jacob, is also a doctor, specializing in ear, nose and throat
medicine.

Dr. Slepian, whom friends called Bart, was raised in Rochester, N.Y.,
attended college at the University of Denver in Colorado and received his
medical degree from the Autonomous University of Guadalajara. A residency at the
State University of New York at Buffalo brought him to this' area 20 years ago,
and he stayed.

Although some gynecologists will quietly perform abortions for their longtime
1g patients, Dr. Slepian was one of only a few doctors in western New York
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w' ° were willing to perform abortions openly at public clinics. Nonetheless, his
ds said, he counseled women seeking abortion to consider alternatives like
sction.

In 1988, protesters taunted him outside his home on Hanukkah. When he emerged
carrying a baseball bat, a clash ensued and Dr. Slepian was eventually charged
with a misdemeanor for damaging a protester's vehicle. In 1992 he again became a
target in a coordinated protest by 200 picketers from the anti-abortion group
Operation Rescue that was known as "Spring of Life."

In recent years, patients who visited him at the downtown clinic or his
private office in Amherst periodically endured shouts from picketers of "You're
murdering your babies." A longtime patient who asked that she be identified only
as Karen said that Dr. Slepian frequently apologized for the protesters'
disruptions. Still, Karen said she knew him mainly as a devoted gynecologist who
saw her through infertility treatments and delivered her daughter.

"He wasn't supposed to be there for the delivery but he came anyway and when.
I asked him, 'What are you doing here,' he said, 'I wouldn't miss it for the
world.' " Similarly, she said, he went out of his way to visit another patient
when she was in the hospital for a non-gynecological ailment. "I thought I'd
come over to have donuts and coffee with you when I heard you were in the
hospital," Karen heard that he told the friend.

"He was the type of man," Karen said, "that I would put my life in his hands
and not question what he had to say. And I can't say that about all doctors."

" °YIC: Photos: Dr. Barnett A. Slepian was one of Buffalo's last abortion
irs. (Associated Press); Mourners left flowers and a sign yesterday at the
2rst, N.Y., clinic of Dr. Barnett A. Slepian, an abortion doctor who was
siain Friday. (Michael J. Okoniewski for The New York Times) (pg. B10)
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH

LOAD-DATE: October 26, 1998
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October 27, 1998, Tuesday, Late Edition - Final

SECTION: Section B; Page 1; Column 2; Metropolitan Desk
LENGTH: 1265 words

HEADLINE: Slain Physician Eulogized as Caring Man i
BYLINE: By JOSEPH BERGER

DATELINE: AMHERST, N.Y., Oct. 26

BODY:

Alan Dickison went to the funeral of Dr. Barnett A. Slepian this afternoon
carrying his two towheaded children, Connor, 4, and Kelsey, 2, a boy and girl
whom Dr. Slepian had delivered. s

"This man was about children," he said, brandishing the two children toward a
cluster of reporters. "This man was not about abortions."

As the Federal Bureau of Investigation announced a $100,000 reward in its
investigation of Dr. Slepian's slaying on Friday and the abortion clinic where
¥ “~ad worked vowed to be open for business on Tuesday morning, Dr. Slepian was

jized today by a brother and a niece and, in a letter, from President

iton as a kind and dedicated physician who did not let threats and protests
stop him from fulfilling what he regarded as his duty to care for women, no
matter what their needs.

Yet, among the hundreds of mourners who spilled out from a suburban funeral
home here, there were many patients like the Dickison family who resented Dr.
Slepian's description in many television and newspaper accounts as merely an
"abortion doctor." Such a depiction, they said, was feeding into the agenda of
the fierce enemies of abortion.

"They raise the stakes and then some extremist shoots him in the back in the
middle of the night," said Mr. Dickison, a registered nurse.

Dr. Slepian, he said, was a doctor who cared for women through pregnancy,
infertility, childbirth and menopause. His murder, he and other mourners said,
has deprived the Buffalo area of a doctor who brought hundreds of babies into
the world and attended to women who for medical or personal reasons could not
carry an embryo to term.

Marcia Sperduti, weeping as she walked toward the funeral home, told how
Dr. Slepian had saved her son's life by rushing to perform a Caesarean on her
when her son's umbilical cord became knotted in the womb.

"Thank God I'm not having any more children, because Dr. Slepian is not alive
to deliver them," she said. -
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g Dr. Slepian's coffin was taken away for burial, the F.B.I. announced it
ffering a $100,000 reward for information leading to the capture of his
-er. But law enforcement officials who spoke on the condition of anonymity
d that so far, little informgtion had been developed about the killer -- what
he or she looked like or what car was used in the getaway. Ballistics tests have
not yet been completed on the bullet, which was fired by a sniper with a
high-powered rifle from a wooded field behind Dr. Slepian's home.

Officials said they were theorizing that this slaying was connected to four
other sniper attacks since 1994 on doctors who performed abortions. Three
attacks took place in Canada and one in Rochester, and therge were injuries,
though none of those doctors was killed. The F.B.I. and the Amherst Police
Department have spoken to Canadian investigators about Friday's shooting.

Dr. Slepian, 52, who had a private practice here, but also was the primary
doctor at the only abortion clinic in downtown Buffalo, was shot in the back on
Friday night as he stood chatting with his wife, Lynne, and 15-year-old son,
Andrew, in the kitchen of their Amherst home. The killer had fired his
high-powered rifle at an undraped window.

At a news conference, John B. Askey, the Chief of Police of Amherst, revealed
that six hours before Dr. Slepian was killed, his wife had called the police to
inform them of a fax from the National Abortion Federation warning its 350
member clinics in the United States and Canada of the possibility of impending
assaults because of the approach of Nov. 11.

The holiday, known as Veterans Day in the United States, is Remembrance Day
3  Tanada, and this day to remember war dead has been embraced by abortion
lents as a memorial day. The sniper shootings of the three Canadian doctors
the one American took place in the days leading up to Nov. 11.
Chief Askey said that Mrs. Slepian did not ask that a patrol car be stationed
at the house, and the police did not send one. Asked if he regretted not doing
so, he said: "I regret that Dr. Slepian is dead."

Officials at Buffalo GYN Womenservices, the clinic where Dr. Slepian worked
15 to 24 hours a week performing abortions for largely poor and low-wage
clients, said today that they had received offers from more than a half-dozen
doctors around the country offering to take over Dr. Slepiapn's duties. Melinda
Dubois, assistant director, said she expected the four-day-a week clinic, the
only abortion clinic in western New York, to resume operations on Tuesday.

"There are so many doctors that respected Bart," she said, using Dr.
Slepian's nickname, "that they'd be willing to come into this area to take care
of our patients."

At the same time, Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan announced in Washington
that any doctors who volunteered to work at the clinic would receive
round-the-clock protection from the United States Marshals'' Service.

The Senator said marshals, assigned by John P. McCaffrey, chief of the
western New York district, were being used to assure women seeking abortions a
constitutional protection. The last time he said he could remember marshals'
serving in a similar role was during the civil rights era of the 1960's.



PAGE 6
The New York Times, October 27, 1998

"This is a constitutionally protected medical procedure and there is a

rist movement trying to make it impossible," Senator Moynihan said in a
phone interview. "And they murder people and they have Web sites that list
cors who perform abortions apd every so often a name is crossed off."

The funeral drew an overflow turnout that included Dr. Slepian's patients and
medical colleagues, as well as his family and friends and a sprinkling of
abortion-rights supporters from as far away as Atlanta.

A half-dozen Amherst police officers controlled traffic at the funeral and
kept reporters out, but there was no indication of a heavy police presence to
guard against a sniper. i

The Slepian family asked that the funeral be private, but Glenn Edward
Murray, a friend of Dr. Slepian's and his personal lawyer, and others who
attended described it afterward.

Rabbi Michael L. Feshbach, rabbi of Dr. Slepian's synagogue, Temple Beth Am,
read a three-paragraph letter President Clinton wrote to Mrs. Slepian and her
four children, Andrew, 15, Brian, 13, Michael 10, and Philip, 7, that began with
the words: "Hillary and I were deeply saddened to learn of your husband's tragic
death."

"Violence in our society hurts us all, but few have to endure its effects so
personally," the President wrote. "This cowardly and brutal act has robbed your
family of a beloved husband and devoted father and it has robbed your community
of a skilled doctor and cherished friend. In the face of threats, taunts and
v' ‘ence, Barnett Slepian refused to abandon the patients who trusted him and

amilies who needed his help."

Dr. Slepian's niece, Amanda Robb, told how,Dr. Slepian became like a father
to her after the death of her own father, providing financial and emotional
support even as he was struggling to build his medical career.

Before beginning his eulogy recalling Dr. Slepian's dedication, his older
brother, Jacob, an ear, nose and throat specialist in Connecticut, told a story
that highlighted his brother's dry sense of humor.

He recalled how his brother had once had a bird, perhaps a macaw. When he
learned that the bird could live to be as old ag 80, he joked that he would
train the bird to deliver his eulogy. Jacob Slepian said the bird and his
brother had parted ways at some point, but he would try to do as well as the
bird would have done. .

GRAPHIC: Photos: Alan Dickison with his children at services for Dr. Barnett A.
Slepian yesterday. (Michael J. Okoniewski for The New York Times) (pg. Bl);
Mourners leaving services for Dr. Barnett A. Slepian yesterday. "This man was
about children," one said. "This man was not about abortions." (Michael J.
Okoniewski for The New York Times) (pg. B7)
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AT THE VIGIL FOR DR. SLEPIAN

October 28, 1998

I knew Dr. Slepian. I knew this remarkable man. I knew of his commitment to his
patients and of his dedication to our cause. I knew of his devotion to the
reproductive health and freedom of American women. And I knew of his
determination and courage.

Dr. Slepian was a victim of serious threats for years and he never backed down. Not
once did he think of ending his practice or abandoning the women who relied on
him so much. Dr. Slepian believed deeply in the constitutional right of women to
choose and he rightly believed that he was a force that enabled women to exercise
that right with dignity and in safety.

A dedicated physician, a true ally in the fight for women's reproductive health, a
husband, a father, and a dear friend. Dr. Slepian will be sorely missed.

Dr. Slepian would want his passing should serve a much higher purpose. So let us
honor him with renewed commitment to the pro-choice values he so perfectly
embodied. Let us mark his passing with renewed courage to fight for women's
reproductive health and the right of women to choose - free from government
interference - free from harassment - free from intimidation - and free from
violence.

Coming on the heels of the brutal death of Matthew Shepard, the shocking murder
of Dr. Slepian reflects a deeply disturbing and increasingly dangerous trend of
intolerance, exclusion, hatred and disdain for the rule of law. Both Dr. Slepian and
Matthew Shepard were victims of those who use violence to express their
opposition to social progress. This reign of terror must be stopped.

Increasingly, anti-choice groups and their leaders are using sensationalized rhetoric
and incendiary statements to characterize abortion. They have labeled doctors as
murders, posted their names on "wanted' signs and on the Internet, and even gone so
far a to publicly justify the murder of these men.

But it is time for that to change. Those who oppose abortion must take
responsibility for their role in creating a climate where the zealous feel justified in
committing acts of violence. They must acknowledge and admit that their words
drive unrestrained factions of their movements to commit these horrific acts.
Denials and condemnations no longer suffice. They must stop referring to abortion
as murder. And they must stop referring to doctors as murderers.

These are acts of terrorism, pure and simple, and this country must condemn them
as such. Our outrage should boil over and spill into the streets. Law enforcement,
legislators, the medical community, pro-choice and anti-choice Americans alike
must rise up and strike back at the heart of these criminals - not with violence, but
with swift justice and meaningful action.
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Those who would do away with the Roe have become emboldened - have become
smarter - have become a very powerful force in America - with a reach that is
broader and deeper than we could ever have imagined just four years ago with the
congressional landslide election of 1994. The freedom to choose is no longer safe
and the time for action is now.

In less than two weeks we must make choices at the polls. Let bring our outrage at
these killings into the voting booth with us. Let us bring a renewed commitment to
our cause. On November 3rd, I ask you to step up to our opponents and do as they
preach - vote your own values. Dig deep into who we are as a people - into what we
want for our children - into the freedoms so hard won, and now at risk.

If we fail to rally our people into action, then our opponents - and the murderer of
Dr. Slepian will have won. If we fail to rally to our own cause, we will have failed
ourselves - and we will fail our future.

Let us honor Dr. Slepian with action, not tears.
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