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When | first began writing this column more than three months ago, | hoped to
occasionally use this space to respond to the many people who write to me.

So far, | have received more heartwarming and thought-provoking letters than |
can count. | also have received a few angry letters whose contents cannot be
published In a famlly newspaper.

I've heard from a class of second- and third-graders in Kansas who are
concemed about polltution, a man from Illinois who is campalgning against tobacco
use, and a retiree in Florida worried about the high cost of health care.

A boy from Texas wanted to know what Socks eats (dried cat food) and a
10-year-old in Minnesota asked how many rooms are in the White House (132).

| wish | could respond to all of these letters in this column. Instead, | can only
answer a few.

Many readers wrote In response to my column In July about our nation's
complicated system of adoption and the thousands of needy children who are waiting
for permanent, loving homes. Not surprisingly, | heard from lots of people who said:
they were ‘eager to adopt chrldren but had become overwhelmed by the long wait, red
tape and high cost invoived.

A Florida woman, frustrated by a lack of communication among adoption
agencies and govemment social workers, summed up the feelings of many
prospective adoptive parents: *| know there Is alittle girl in this country somewhere
waiting for my home." ! ;

One couple from Oregon trying to adopt through a county agency, was told that
it might take several years before a child was avallable Their alternative, to adopt -
through a private agency, could cost $1 6 000 or more.

Because these problems are so widespread - and because so many chlldren
continue to languish in foster care - | recently got together a group of experts,
adoption advocates and concerned parents to help people learn more about adoption
and to make the process simpler and more efficient for wailing parents. There is no
reason so many loving parents cennot be united with children desperate for their care

" and attention.

| also have received mailbags of letters about my trip to the United Nations
Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing In September. Some people were
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The woman vlslted her new daughter in the hospital every day, reaching into
the Incubator to stroke her foot. The receiving blanket seemed heavier than the baby,
who was being fed by a tube in her stomach. é,

The woman is not the baby's birth mother, but she is her mother In every way
that matters.

She and her husband already had a 3-year-old aclopted son when they heard
about a premature 1-pound baby gifl whose birth parents could not take care of her.
The couple decided to adopt the tiny baby. Her start was rocky, but now the child is a
healthy 3-year-old.

"She was just like a little flower that blossomed,” the mother says. "She is a
burst of energy." ‘

Now, the couple, who are African-American, are in the process of adopting a
12-year-old girl who was abused. They also are encouraging more African-American
families to open their homes to children in need.

. Last summer, | wrote about this important issue. I'm writing about it again
because so many children's lives would be better if they could only find a home.
Today, 21,000 children are ready and waiting for families {0 nurture and care for them.
Tens of thousands of others will be eligible for adoptioh in the coming months and

© years. ' ' e

Nat all these children are healthy, white babies. Many are physically and
developmentally disabled. Many are minorities. Many suffer from emotional traumas
wrought by abuse, neglect and unstable Iivihg arrangements. And many are teen-
agers who already have been shuffled from home to home. |

-Fortunately, some steps have been taken in recent years to make adoption
easier. The'Famin and Medical Leave Act, which became law three years ago,
ensures that parents can.take time off when they adopt a child without fear of losing -
their jobs. The Multiethnic Placement Act of 1994 prohibits adoption agencies from
denying the placement of a child solely on the basis ot the adoptive parents’ race,
color or national origin. Over the past three years, adoption subsidies have helped an
increasing number of families cope with the costs of adopting and raising children with

. special needs.
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