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September 7,1998

September 8,1998

FROM:

PURPOSEI.

BACKGROUNDIL

To 1) celebrate "National School Modernization Day/' and promote the President s 
school modernization initiative in a D.C. public school, and 2) announce two grants that 
will support the ongoing reform efforts in the D.C. schools by placing reading 
specialists in every school and school-to-work counselors in every high school.

DATE:
TIME:
LOCATION:

Promoting School Modernization and Announcing New Grants to 
Support D.C. School Reform

11:00 a.m.
John Eaton Elementary School
3301 Lowell Street, Northwest, D.C. 
Neera Tanden

Overview:
You will travel to John Eaton Elementary School in Northwest D.C., to highlight both 
school modernization and the Administration's support for school reform in the 
District through the announcement of two grants. You will demonstrate the 
importance of school modernization and repairs by visiting a D.C. school with a success 
story — Eaton made its necessary repairs during the summer in order to ensure a 
successful start of the school year. Eaton is also an example of a thriving public school, 
which provides you with an opportunity to congratulate D.C.'s schools for their first 
successful start of the school year in four years, and for the progress of their reforms. 
You will then announce two grants by the Administration which will help support 
those reforms. The first grant is a $10 million award from the Department of Education 
to support the schools in reaching the tougher standards that Superintendent Ackerman 
has required students to meet; the bulk of the money — $6.8 million — will go to place a 
reading speciaUsts in every school in the District The second grant of $1.8 million, by 
the Departments of Labor and Education, will support the District's efforts to prepare 
students for the jobs of the 21st Century by supporting school-to-work counselors in all 

of its high schools.

Upon arrival, you will tour a computer laboratory and then proceed to a speaking 
program that will consist of Jean Tate, the Principal of Eaton; Representative Eleanor 
Holmes Norton, Senator James Jeffords; Superintendent Arlene Ackerman; and Lenora 

Steinkamp, a kindergarten teacher at Eaton.



We are visiting John Eaton Elementary School at the strong recommendation of 
Superintendent Ackerman as well as the Army Corps of Engineers. Superintendent 
Ackerman urged that you visit a more successful school and expressed concern that any 
school with more problems was particularly concerned that we not emphasize the 
problems, especially at this time when students are just returning back to school.

New Report Highlighting Need to Address Problem
On National School Modernization Day, the Department of Education will issue its 
annual report titled "A Back to School Special Report on the Baby Boom Echo," that 
details record numbers of children attending schools nationwide for the third 
consecutive year. According to the report, total public and private school enrollment 
this fall will be a record 52.7 million, surpassing last fall's all time high by 500,000. 
New enrollment records will continue to be set for at least the next eight years — and by 
2008, 54.3 million young people are expected to be attending elementary and secondary 
school. In addition, this year marks another all-time high being reached as total college 
enrollment will rise to a record 14.6 million, up from 14.3 million in 1997, an increase of 

some 240,000 students.

National School Modernization Day
Your event takes place on the same day that the President, the Vice President, and 
Members of the Cabinet and other Administration officials are fanning out throughout 
the country to celebrate "School Modernization Day." In fact, there will be over 80 
school modernization events taking place nationwide, with Members of Congress in 
taking part in 50 of them. In these events, community members will discuss the 
importance of school modernization efforts and their own strategies for school 
construction and renovation, achieving smaller class sizes with well-qualified teachers, 
and taking advantage of new technologies.

D.C.'s Infrastructure Problem
While repairs have been made on more than 60 schools including new roofs, replaced 
boilers and renovations, the Districts 146 public schools are in poor condition overall. 
The average school in the District is over 53 years old. Many of the Districts school 
have leaking roofs, broken and barred windows and doors, peeling and chipped lead 
paint, asbestos that should be removed, poor lighting, inoperable bathroom fixtures 
and water, and fountains, broken and inadequate heating and cooling systems, which, 
according to the D.C. Public School System's Long Range Facilities Master Plan, 
"presents a picture of chaos to students which is likely to affect their behavior while in 
school and out" The Plan goes on to report that "The stress of poor environmental 
conditions on children, teachers and administrators leads to apathy in the learning and 
teaching process and high student dropout rates." According to a 1996 GSA evaluation 
of DCPS infrastructure problems indicated that slightly over $2 billion is needed to 
restore all DCPS facilities and property to a state of good repair. At the present time, 
some Members of Congress have formed the D.C. Schools Capital Infrastructure Repair 
Work Group, the goal of which is to devise a capital repair program for the DC public 
schools. Members of the Work Group are: Senator Jim Jeffords, Senator Joe Lieberman,



Senator Connie Mack, Representative Jim Moran, Representative Eleanor Homes 
Norton, Representative Tom Davis, and Jack Lew. [See attached sheet on D.C. 
facilities.]

The new reforms are already showing results — achievement test scores are up for the 

first time in years.

D.C, School Reform Grant for Reading Specialists
You will announce a $10 million grant this year for the District of Columbia Public 
School system to help advance the District s ongoing school reform efforts. Of this 
grant, almost $7 million will fund a reading specialists in every public school to ensure 
that children can meet the new higher standards for reading. The Administration will 
fund another $10 million for math specialists next year, contingent upon funding from 
Congress. In addition, this grant will support efforts to improve instruction and 
teacher training, assist teachers in developing curriculum, and involve parents in the 
education of their children. The grant is intended to help the District7s public school 
system implement system-wide and school-based academic and management reforms. 
It builds on the $5 million grant you announced earlier this year, which supplemented 
the District's summer school program that served those students who were at risk of 

not advancing to the next grade-level.

D.C.'s School Reform Efforts and Successful Start of the School Year 
For the first time in four years, all 146 schools in the D.C. public school system opened 
on time. This successful start of the school year is another example of the effectiveness 
of new leadership that is working to implement school reforms. The school reform 
efforts include:

D.C, School-to-Work Grant
You will also announce a new grant of $1.8 million from the Departments of Labor and

The creation of new academic content and performance standards in 
English/language arts, science, history, art music, health and world languages, 
which describe what students should know and when they should know it by. 
Ending social promotion by imposing stricter standards for grade promotion based 
upon the recommendation of teachers and principals and scores on the Stanford-9 
Achievement Test
Providing after-school programs, classes on Saturday and summer school to allow 
children those students not meeting the new standards to catch up. 
Developing school report cards to give students more information on how the 
school performance in areas such as student achievement, school dropout rates, 
staff, parent and student satisfaction.
Setting up new accountability measures, under which principals are appointed for 
one year and are evaluated on several factors, including student achievement. 
New requirements that elementary schools learn literacy skills for at least 90 
minutes a day and math for at least 60 minutes.
Professional development for teachers as a mandatory requirement in 1998.



PARTICIPANTSIII.

Education to implement the Districf s School-to-Career program. The program is part of 
the District s education reform efforts to better prepare its students for the jobs of the 
21st century. In its first year, the program will focus on high school through the hiring 
of an on-site school-to-career coordinator who will work to connect students to 
employers throughout the district, through internships and mentoring programs. In 
the next year, the program will be extended to elementary and middle school students 
through career awareness and exploration. Partners of the program include the 
Metropolitan Washington Council, AFL-CIO, the Washington Teachers Union, Bell 
Atlantic, the World Bank, the University of the District of Columbia, the Washington 
Performing Arts Society, Clydes Restaurant Group, and the Government of the District 
of Columbia.

John Eaton Elementary School:
John Eaton Elementary School is located in Cleveland Park in upper Northwest D.C. 
and serves grades pre-kindergarten through grade six. John Eaton School was named 
for John Eaton, who was, among other things, an American Brigadier General (1865), 
superintendent of public instruction in Tennessee (1867-1869), a United States 
Commissioner of Education (1871-1886). The school was opened in 1911 in a small 
building that is now one of the wings of the school building. Eaton's roof repairs were 
finished just last month and a new boiler has been installed. Before the repairs, water 
often leaked into several classrooms when it rained, and one class had to be moved to 
the library because there was so much water damage.

The school has a multi-cultural and multi-lingual student population of over 400 
students. Students attending Eaton reside in all quadrants of the city, though the 
majority reside within the defined Eaton School boundary. It is one of the most 
diverse schools in the district, with current enrollment roughly 30% white, 30% Latino, 
30% African-American, and the rest Asian. Eaton has been recognized as a Model 
school by the Redbook Network of Successful Schools, and most recently as one of 
America's Best Schools by Redbook Magazine. In the 1996-1997 school year, 50% of 
Eaton's students scored in the proficient or advanced level for reading, whereas only 
14% of the District's students' reached that level. And 53% of Eaton's students scored 
at the proficient or advanced level for math that year, whereas only 23% of the District's 
students reached that level. As a sign of the level of parental involvement, last year 
parents held fund-raisers in order to donate $10,000 for new books in the library.

Meet and Greet
-Michael Waldman, his wife Liz Fine (who worked in Little Rock in 1992 for Diane 
Blair), and their son, Benjamin Waldman
-Bob Shireman (who works for the NEC on education policy), his wife Lucinda Sikes, 
and their son Kirby Sikes 



SEQUENCE OF EVENTSIV.

V. REMARKS

Provided by Christy Macy.

5 ) -Ellen Hume, wife of John Shattuck, and their daughter Susannah Shattuck 
-Page Reffe, his wife Susan Windle, and their son Dylan Reffe

Speaking Program Participants
-The First Lady
-Jean Tate, Principal, John Eaton Elementary School
-Representative Eleanor Holmes Norton
-Senator James Jeffords
-Arlene Ackerman, Superintendent, D.C. Public School System 
-Lenora Steinkamp, Kindergarten teacher, John Eaton Elementary School

Audience
60 parents, teachers and community leaders.

The First Lady will proceed to the hallway at John Eaton upon arrival, where she 
will take part in a meet and greet with the parents and children from the school; 
Then the First Lady, accompanied by Arlene Ackerman, Superintendent, D.C. 
Public School System; and Jean Tate, Principal, John Eaton Elementary School, 

tours a computer laboratory;
The group proceeds to a speaking program in the library;
Jean Tate, Principal, John Eaton Elementary School, makes welcoming remarks 
and introduces Representative Eleanor Holmes Norton;
Representative Holmes Norton makes remarks and introduces Senator James 
Jeffords;
Senator Jeffords makes remarks and introduces Arlene Ackerman, 
Superintendent, D.C. Public School System;
Lenora Steinkamp, Kindergarten teacher at Eaton.
Lenora Steinkamp makes remarks and introduces the First Lady.

The First Lady makes remarks
Upon conclusion, the First Lady proceeds to the Auditorium.
Lenora Steinkamp, Kindergarten teacher, introduces the First Lady. 
The First Lady makes brief, informal remarks to the student body. 
Upon conclusion, the First Lady departs.



September 7,1998

PURPOSEI.

BACKGROUNDII.

September 8, 1998 
All-Purpose Room
Pine Crest Elementary School
202 Woodmoore Drive
Silver Spring, MD 
1:00 pm to 3:15 pm
Gene Sperling
Minyon Moore

DATE:
LOCATION:

TIME: 
FROM:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

REMARKS ON NATIONAL SCHOOL MODERNIZATION DAY
AT PINE CREST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL IN SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND

Pine Crest Elementary School is six years old and serves upwards of 400 students. It is 
very diverse, and nearly half are on free or reduced-price lunch. There are five portable 
buildings. Gov. Glendening’s office is concerned that we not create the impression that 
he is failing to meet the need of the State’s schools, and your remarks have been written 

with that concern in mind.

Since July, virtually every part of the White House has been working with the Education 
Department, education groups, and the Democratic leadership to organize back-to-school 
“modernization” events on September 8. More than 100 were being organized, and we 
have been able to confirm at least 80 events that will occur (see the attached map).

We have defined school modernization broadly to include (1) school construction and 
renovation, (2) smaller class sizes with well-qualified teachers, and (3) education 
technology. Each event determines its own participants, focus and activities. While they 

were provided with information about the Administration initiatives, the events were not 
organized for the purpose of lobbying Congress. However, you can exhort them to do so.

To release new data on record school enrollment, and call attention to the need for school 
modernization: construction and renovation, smaller classes with well-qualified teachers, 
and education technology. Other events for “National School Modernization Day” have 
been organized in more than 80 sites across the country, and many of them will be 
downlinking the satellite transmission of your remarks at the school between 2:15 and 
2:45 pm. VPOTUS, FLOTUS, several cabinet members, and roughly 50 Members of 

Congress are participating in the events nationally.



PARTICIPANTSII.

PRESS PLANIV.

Open Press

SEQUENCE OF EVENTSV.

Lt. Gov. Townsend makes remarks and introduces Sec. Riley

Sec. Riley speaks and introduces Rep. Al Wynn

The President gives remarks, works a ropeline, and departs at 3:10

REMARKSVI.

To be provided by speech writers.

VII. ATTACHMENTS

Principal Pamela Sobel makes welcoming remarks and introduces Lt. Gov. 

Kathleen Kennedy Townsend

Pamela Sobel, Principal, Pine Crest Elementary School
Dr. Paul Vance, Superintendent, Montgomery County Schools 
Ike Leggett, Chair, Montgomery County Council

Rep. Al Wynn speaks and introduces teacher TBD (likely Carla McEachern)

At 2:15 (for satellite feed), teacher TBD (likely Carla McEachern) introduces the 

President.

Event
POTUS
Secretary Riley
Principal Pamela Sobel
Teacher TBD (likely Carla McEachern)
Lt. Governor Kathleen Kennedy Townsend 

Congressman Albert Wynn

One-pager on the announcement and event
Color map of school modernization events taking place nationwide on Sept. 8

The President arrives Pine Crest Elementary School at 1:45 pm and is greeted 

by:

Off-stage announcement of the President at 1:55 pm, accompanied by Sec. Riley, 
Lt. Gov. Kennedy Townsend, Rep. Albert Wynn, Principal Pamela Sobel, and 

Teacher TBD (likely Carla McEachern)
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helping local schools provide smaller classes with well-prepared teachers in the early grades. The
initiative would provide $12.4 billion over seven years to reduce class size in grades 1-3 to a 
nationwide average of 18 and help make sure that every child receives individual attention, gets a solid 
foundation for further learning, and leams to read independently and well by the end of third grade. 
HARNESSING TECHNOLOGY FOR EDUCATION. The Clinton Administration has made an 
unprecedented commitment to bring technology into the classroom and ensure that all children are 
technologically literate by the dawn of the 21st century. However, the House appropriations bill cuts 
the President’s request for educational technology by $180 million, while the Senate cuts it by $98 
million. They eliminate $75 million for technology teacher training, which would help new teachers 
learn to use technology effectively to strengthen instruction and enhance student learning, and they 
also cut $50 million from the President’s request for the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund, which 
would deny funding to 400 school districts to provide students and teachers with access to classroom 
computers, training and the latest educational software and telecommunications technology. The 
President will also continue to strongly oppose any effort by the Congress to repeal or delay the e-rate 
- an expansion of universal service to provide discounted Internet access and telecommunications 

services to schools and libraries.

The report includes current and projected data on specific states, as well as data on recent growth in selected 

suburban communities across the country.

Communities Cite Needs, Successes on National School Modernization Day. According to 
a recent GAO Report, about 14 million students attend schools that need extensive repair or replacement of 
one or more buildings. Almost 60 percent of America’s schools reported at least one major building feature 
in disrepair. In communities across the country, elected officials, parents, business leaders and others will 
gather to hear the President’s remarks, and discuss their own communities’ strategies for school construction 
and renovation, achieving smaller class sizes with well-qualified teachers, and taking advantage of new 
technologies. These local forums are part of National School Modernization Day on September 8.

President Clinton Calls for Immediate Action by Congress. The President will urge Congress 
to help America address these pressing needs by enacting - in the next month before leaving Washington - 
the education agenda that he first proposed in the State of the Union address, including:
. BUILDING AND RENOVATING OVER 5,000 SCHOOLS. The President has proposed School 

Modernization Tax Credits to help provide all students with safe, state-of-the-art school buildings. 
The proposal would use Federal tax credits to pay interest on nearly $22 billion in bonds. 
HIRING 100,000 TEACHERS TO REDUCE CLASS SIZE. President Clinton is committed to

PRESIDENT CLINTON ANNOUNCES NEW RECORD SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
AND CALLS ON CONGRESS TO HELP IMPROVE, MODERNIZE SCHOOLS

"The ultimate national security of any country rests in the strength of its own citizens. And for us. that 
means we have got to prove that no matter how diverse we are, we can still offer a world-class education 
to every single American child. ” -President Clinton, August 31, 1998_____________________________

“Baby Boom Echo” Yields 52.7 Million Schoolchildren this Fall. Joined by roughly 50 

Members of Congress, and education, community and business leaders in more than 80 cities across the 
United States, President Clinton on Tuesday, September 8, will release a new Department of Education report 
- the third annual Report on the Baby Boom Echo. The findings include:

• 52.7 million children attend public and private elementary and secondary schools in America

today — the highest school enrollment ever.
2.2 million teachers will need to be hired over the next ten years.
A record 14.6 million students will attend college this year.



schools

in two types

construction plans to the Secretary of Education.

These funds would be spent in accordance with the school districts plans.

school districts would be required to submit a plan to the Secretary of Educate

authority is. 
poverty line.

>1

Half of the bond authority would be allocated to the 100 school districts with the largest number of low-income 
children in proportion to their share of funds under the Title I Basic Grant formula in the preceding year In 
addition^ up to 25 additional school districts that are in particular need of assistance such as districts with a low 
level of resources for school construction or a high level of enrollment growth, could receive these allocations.

This program, created by the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, provides a tax credit to pay mterest on bon±for; 
variety ofcxpcnscs (including building renovation) related to certain public school-business P^^ips^ The 
FY 99 Budget would expand these bonds to cover school construction, and would increase and ^cnd_?e■bond 
authority by $2.4 billion (an additional $1 billion, to $1.4 billion, in 1999, and $1.4 billion in 2000). Tlus bond 
authority iZallocatcd to States on the basis of their respective populations of individuals with incomes below the

and renovation of public school facilities. The Department of the Treasury would allocate the rights to offer 
these special 15-year bonds to States, territories, and certain school districts that have submitted school

need — 
be served.

Qualified Zone Academy Bonds

years.

Qualified School Construction Bonds 

$19.4 billion in zero-interest bonds ($9.7 billion in 1999 and $9.7 billion in 2000) is proposed for construction

Jon. The plans would (1)

J

FACT SHEET: MODERNIZE SCHOOLS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

schools This is more than double the assistance proposed last year, which covered up to half the interest on an 
estimated $20 billion in bonds. The new proposal provides tax credits in lieu of interest payments for investors 
in two types of School Modernization Bonds: Qualified School Construction Bonds (a new proposal) and 

expansion of the Qualified Zone Academy Bonds (created last year). The Department of die Treasury estimates 
that the revenue loss associated with the bonds would be $5 billion over 5 years and over $ 11 billion over 10

The other half would be allocated to States and territories to provide to school distncts in need of assistance in 
accordance with each State's plan. The bond authority would be allocated in proportion to each State s share of 
funds under the Title I Basic Grant formula in the preceding year, after subtracting the Title I shares of the 

100-125 school districts (above).

School Conslnjction Plans: In order lo receive a bond allocation. States, territories and the eligible 100-125 

2 ------ r The pl3115 would (i)
Z^sl  ̂ b^n Undertaken of'the construction and renovation needs such as

die need to provide access to students with disabilities, in the jurisdiction and (2) describe how the jurisdiction 
will ensure that the bond funds arc used for the purposes intended by this proposal, including the requirement 
that they will supplement, not supplant, amounts that would have been spent on construction and re™v^on 
the absence of the bonds. Slate plans would also describe how they will ensure that localities with the gr 

as demonstrated by inadequate facilities coupled with a low level of resources to meet the needs would



THE NEED FOR SCHOOL MODERNIZATION ASSISTANCE

report needing at least one major building feature to be replaced or extensively repaired.

According to GAO: 28,100 schools serving 15 million students have less-than-adequate heating.

swell from 52.2 million in 1997 to 54.4 million in 2006. State and localities will need to build some

Raw sewage was backed up on the front lawn of a junior high school because of defective

At an elementary school, a ceiling weakened by leaking water collapsed just 40 minutes after

billion. GAO's report indicated:

. One-third of all schools, serving 14 million students, need extensive repair or replacement; 

About 60 percent (including some schools in generally adequate condition) of all schools

The President's proposal to create School Modernization Bonds is designed to address a nationwide 
school facilities crisis. These funds are necessary because: (1) the cost to repair existing schools^

high, and States and communities can i------------
bonds; (2) enrollment growth is surging; and (3) better school facilities lead to better academic

In a 1995 report. School Facilities: Condition of America's Schools, the General Accounting Office 
(GAO) estimated that the cost of bringing the Nation's schools into good overall condition was SI 12

Several research studies indicate that the condition of school buildings affects student achievement. 
For instance, a 1991 study in the District of Columbia found that students in school buildings that 
were in poor condition had achievement 6 percent below students in schools that were in fair

ventilation, and air-conditioning systems; 23,100 schools serving 12 million students have less-than- 
adequate plumbing; and 21,100 schools serving 12 million students have less-than-adequate roofs.

Enrollment Growth is Surging

The National Center for Education Statistics projects that elementary and secondary enrollments will 
swell from 52.2 million in 1997 to 54.4 million in 2006. State and localities will need to build some

6,000 new schools to serve additional students in the next decade.

The Condition of Schools Is Related to Student Achievement

were m r__. ---------
condition and 11 percent below students in schools in excellent condition.

Heating depends on a fireman's stoking a coal furnace by hand at^a high school;
1  - - • - • •—  

plumbing

students had left for the day; and
Another elementary school had asbestos, chipping and peeling lead paint, and boarded 

windows.

high’and States and communities can stretch their efforts and dollars further with these interest-free 

achievement.

The Cost to Repair Existing Schools Is High 

GAO cited some horrific examples of the need for school repairs:



would use these funds to plan, design, and build additional schools. The community would repay the

School Modernization Bonds in the State. School District C would not issue the bond

School District C -- A School District on a Poor Indian Reservation

This poor public school district needs funds to renovate a school and build a new school but is unable 
to issue bonds itself because of its small tax base. School District C would receive a heavily , 
subsidized loan from the State. The State would subsidize the loan either by contributing the State s

that School District B would be able to use money saved from its energy bill to help it repay the 

principal on the loan.

community would repay the principal to the bond holders.

itself the State would issue it on behalf of School District C and several other school districts. 
School District C would use the funds to plan, design, and construct its new building and to renovate 
its existing school. The State could guarantee that School District C would repay the loan by 
retaining State aid in event that the school district stopped making payments. School District C 
would pay only a portion of the principal on the loan to the State because the loan is subsidized. The 
bond holders would be repaid as described in the above examples, except the State rather than the

School District A needs funds to construct additional schools to educate its rapidly growing 
enrollment. The State would allocate bond authority to School District A. When this community 
passes a bond initiative, it would then enter into an agreement with a financial company to sell the 
bonds to bond holders in order to raise funds to build schools in the community. The school district

principal on the bonds to the bond holders, but it would not have to pay interest on the School 
Modernization Bonds.. The bond holders would receive a tax credit equivalent to the amount of

School District B needs funds to renovate its aging school buildings. This school district would 
receive a direct allocation of bond authority from the Federal Government because it is one of the 
100 school districts with the largest number of students in poverty. This community has already 
passed a bond initiative, so it does not have to go to its citizens to gain the authonty to issue bonds. 
The district is still eligible to issue School Modernization Bonds because it has not yet issued all of 
the bonds its citizens authorized it to issue. It would issue the bonds through a financial company to 
raise the funds necessary to renovate its schools. School District B would use these funds to 
renovate its facilities taking into account the need to accommodate modem educational technologies; 
provide access to individuals with disabilities; improve the energy efficiency of its buildings; and to 
bring its buildings, including its roofs and boilers, into good overall condition. The bond holders 
would be repaid as they would under the example for School District A. One difference would be

interest they would ordinarily have received on the loan.

School District B - A School District with School Buildings in Need of Renovation

exam]----------------- -
needs; (2) authority to issue bonds; and (3) ability to issue bonds.

School District A - A Ranidly Growing School District

The district is still eligible to issue School Modernization Bonds because it has not yet issued all of

HOW COULD SCHOOL MODERNIZATION BONDS HELP SCHOOLS IN MY AREA?

School Modernization Bonds would work differently in various communities. Below are three 
pies that illustrate differences among communities based on their: (1) school construction

to issue bonds itselfbecause of its small tax base. School District C would receive a heavily 

Xfc7s TowaMlhe toaTo’r’by deLr’ea’sing the amount of the subsidy other communiriesw^ 

receive under I



areas, are

environments.

Similarly, Hines Indeed, Hines found that student achievement

buildings.

interior painting

of contaminants (asbestos, radon, and

- •’ fl996) study of large, urban high schools in Virginia also found a relationship

condition. (Edwards, 1991)

Cash (1993) examined the relationship

found to be up to 5 percentile points lower

IMPACT OF INADEQUATE SCHOOL FACILITIES ON STUDENT LEARNING

A „umter of studies have shown that

Research indicates that the quality of air 

students’ ability to concentrate. ------
of age, are more vulnerable than adults to the types 

formaldehyde) found in-------------

Physical Rnildiny Conditions

Decaying envi-----------
lighting, inadequate ventilation, and inoperative 
the health and morale of staff and students.

A study of North Dakota highr sc^is

S ach^ment and student behavior. (Earthman, 1995)

iuaiuy vf air inside public school facilities may significantly affect 

. The evidence suggests that youth, es^cially th°s®
I L.*------ ” "

"in some"school facilities (Andrews and Neuroth, 1988).

Poorer

facilities, ait conditioning, locket conditions, classroom fumrture, more t

. A

>:) achievement was ; graffiti, and noisy external



Impact on Teaching
• Lowe (1988) interviewed State Teachers of the Year to determine which aspects of the physical 

environment affected their teaching the most, and these teachers pointed to the availability and 
quality of classroom equipment and furnishings, as well as ambient features such as climate control 
and acoustics as the most important environmental factors. In particular, the teachers emphasized 
that the ability to control classroom temperature is crucial to the effective performance of both 

students and teachers.

Overcrowding
Overcrowded schools are a serious problem in many school systems, particularly in the inner cities, where 
space for new construction is at a premium and funding for such construction is limited. As a result, 
students find themselves trying to learn while jammed into spaces never intended as classrooms, such as 

libraries, gymnasiums, laboratories, lunchrooms, and even closets. Although research on the relationship 
between overcrowding and student learning has been limited, there is some evidence, particularly in high- 

poverty schools, that overcrowding can have an adverse impact on learning.

• A study of overcrowded schools in New York City found that students in such schools scored 
significantly lower on both mathematics and reading exams than did similar students in underutilized 
schools. In addition, when asked, students and teachers in overcrowded schools agreed that 
overcrowding negatively affected both classroom activities and instructional techniques. 

(Rivera-Batiz and Marti, 1995)

• Corcoran et al. (1988) found that overcrowding and heavy teacher workloads created stressful 
working conditions for teachers and led to higher teacher absenteeism.

Crowded classroom conditions not only make it difficult for students to concentrate on their lessons, but 
inevitably limit the amount of time teachers can spend on innovative teaching methods such as cooperative 
learning and group work or on teaching anything beyond the barest minimum of required material. In 

addition, because teachers must constantly struggle simply to maintain order in an overcrowded classroom, 
the likelihood increases that they will suffer from burnout earlier than might otherwise be the case.

A study of working conditions in urban schools concluded that “physical conditions have direct 
positive and negative effects on teacher morale, sense of personal safety, feelings of effectiveness in 
the classroom, and on the general learning environment.” Building renovations in one district led 
teacher; to feel “a renewed sense of hope, of commitment, a belief that the district cared about what 
went on in that building.” In dilapidated buildings in another district, the atmosphere was punctuated 
more by despair and frustration, with teachers reporting that leaking roofs, burned out lights, and 
broken toilets were the typical backdrop for teaching and learning." (Corcoran et al., 1988)

Corcoran et al. also found that "where the problems with working conditions are serious enough to 
impinge on the work of teachers, they result in higher absenteeism, reduced levels of effort, lower 
effectiveness in the classroom, low morale, and reduced job satisfaction. Where working conditions 
are good, they result in enthusiasm, high morale, cooperation, and acceptance of responsibility."

A Carnegie Foundation (1988) report on urban schools concluded that "the tacit message of the 
physical indignities in many urban schools is not lost on students. It bespeaks neglect, and students' 
conduct seems simply an extension of the physical environment that surrounds them." Similarly, 
Poplin and Weeres (1992) reported that, based on an intensive study of teachers, administrators, and 
students in four schools, "the depressed physical environment of many schools... is believed to reflect 

society's lack of priority for these children and their education."
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FACTS ABOUT DC PUBLIC SCHOOLS REPAIR\CONSTRUCTION ISSUES:

March 1992-Parents United Law Suit: Parents United, an education advocacy group, filed a 
law suit on March 3, 1992, alleging failure of the DC officials to adequately inspect for and 
remedy violations of the DC Fire Prevention Code and other safety hazards in the public schools.

The Settlement of the Parents United Case: On November 3, 1997, a settlement was reached 
among Parents United, the Mayor, the Fire Chief, and the District of Columbia Public Schools 
Chief Executive Officer (General Becton), which laid the foundation for ensuring that DC public 
schools were free of DC Fire Code violations. It also required the DCPS to continue the 
necessary repairs and capital improvements to the school buildings as indicated in the System’s 
Long-Range Facilities Master Plan. (See attached one page summary of settlement agreement.)

Reports on the Poor Conditions of School Facilities: Several reports on the District’s public 
schools have documented that the buildings are in poor condition. There are particular concerns 
about safety and problems with leaky school roofs. The majority of the District public schools 
were built more than 50 years ago. They generally have not been well maintained, and 
consequently, substantial deferred maintenance exists. A 1996 GAO report stated that 97 percent 
of the DC public schools reported a need to upgrade or repair on-site building to good overall 
condition. (See June 1996 GAO Report: School Facilities—Profiles of School Condition by State, 
State profile for the District of Columbia.)

School Closings: Many observers believe that there is excess capacity in the school system and 
see a link between DCPS problems of dilapidated facilities and that excess capacity. The Rivlin 
Commission and the Committee on Public Education (COPE) have proposed closing unnecessary 
schools and using the proceeds from the sale or lease of these properties to fund capital 
improvements. At the same time, closing the most dilapidated properties would allow the schools 
to concentrate capital and operating dollars on a smaller number of schools.]

US Army Corps of Engineers Assistance to the School System: On April 17, 1998, US Army 
Corps of Engineers signed a Memorandum of Agreement with the DC, public schools for 
engineering, technical and procurement assistance for capital contracts. The FY 98 Capital 

Projects were prioritized into three categories:

1. Projects needed to support the “Summer Stars” summer school program;
2. Projects needed to be substantially completed during the summer to ensure that schools 

reopen on time on September 1, 1998;
3. Projects that could begin in the summer and carry over into the school year. (As the"j

Under Past Administrations DC Schools Had Problems Opening On-Time: Last year the 
District of Columbia public school system opened three weeks late, commencing the 1997-98 
school year on September 22, 1997. In July 1997 a DC Superior Court judge ordered that 
schools would be closed while roof work was performed. In August the DC public school system 
decided to delay the start of the school year until roof repairs were completed on September 22, 

1997.



Corps continues working on capital projects during the school year, they are coordinating 
with building principals so work will have least impact on school operations).

Projects included window replacements, air-conditioning system replacements (including chillers 
and cooling towers), boiler replacements, asbestos abatement, emergency generator replacements, 
elevator repairs and other interior and structural repairs. Also, a number of roofs were replaced 
this summer. For example, they replaced Eaton Elementary School’s roof and the project was 
completed mid-August 1998.

Prior Announcements by the First Lady for Funding DC Public School Facility Repairs 
and Construction Projects: On March 04, 1997, First Lady Hillary Clinton, along with 
Secretaries Riley and Rubin, visited Ketcham Elementary school to announce $18,252,080 going 
to DC’s Control Board to be spent on the repair and construction needs of the DC public schools. 
(These proceeds from the privatization of Connie Lee were transferred to the Control Board 
from the Treasury Department on March 4, 1997. The amount of $18,252,080 represents the full 
appraisal value of the shares of Connie Lee stock held by the Department of Education after 
deduction for costs and expenses related to the sale.)

US Army Corps personnel are all assessing all schools to help determine the capital improvement 
requirements. To date they are about halfway through this effort. Information from the 
assessments and from community meetings will be used to revise DCPS System’s Long-Range 
Facility Master Plan.

Also, on October 07, 1997, First Lady Hillary Clinton and Acting Deputy Secretary Mike Smith 
visited Malcolm X elementary School to announce $42 million awarded to the Control Board to 
assist in education reform or for repairs and construction of DCPS pursuant to the Student Loan 
Marketing Association Reorganization Act of 1996. The Control Board decided that all funds 
would be spent on repairs and construction. These funds were provided as a result of the 
privatization of Sallie Mae. There were approximately $37 million in proceeds from the sale of 
S.L.M Holding Company common stock warrants (which was provided in September 1997) and 
$5 million from the licensing fee relating to the company’s ongoing use of the “Sallie Mae” name 
(which was transferred on October 6, 1997).
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Average scores for J

Virginia

Alexandria

Arlington

Fairfax

Loudoun 

Manassas

Manassas Park 489

Prince William

Stafford

Maryland__

Anne Arundel_

Calvert_______

Charles______

Howard

Montgomery

Prince George’s 446

St. Mary’s______ 51 o

U.S. AVERAGE 505

'Change in points from 199 7 

NOTE: Scores for Fauquier County 
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school system to delay opening last 
year by three weeks.

r v

not get the paperwork processed 
quickly enough, sources said. And 
at the African-centered School 
Within a School, none of the 156 
students showed up because par­
ents were concerned about the 
safety of the former Taft Junior 
High School building in Northeast 
Washington, where the students 
were told to report at the last 
minute because their regular 
school building is not ready. 

At many schools, though, the first 
day went just fine, parents and princi­
pals said. Ackerman and her staff met

| daily for three months to make sure 
the opening went smoothly. They 
also took the unprecedented step of 
having junior and senior high school 
students pick up class schedules in 
August, so instruction could begin 
right away yesterday.

At Malcolm X Elementary School 
in Southeast Washington, new Prin­
cipal Vaughn Kimbrough rushed 
around organizing more than 700

I of them in uni­
forms—into classes. The school was 
visited by Cora Masters Barry, wife

tem for six months last year anti was °J ^lyor Manon Barry, who urged 
the youngsters to study hard.

At nearby Birney Elementary
School, Marquette Jenkin, 7, was 
X-V «- a ■ ■■ - ■ ■ ■■ A J a « . -

o-------- --J • TTllVLIlUl’
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THE DISTRICT AND THE REGION

D.C. Schools Off to a BetterStart This Year
Officials Pleased
By Easy Opening

By Valerie Strauss

JPushington Post Staff Writer

The District’s 146 public
schools opened as scheduled yes­
terday for the first time in four '
years—amid more moves by Su- i
perintendent Arlene Ackerman to
restructure the troubled system.

Ackerman, who visited several
schools during the day, said that all |
major roof repairs had been com- |
pleted before school bells rang and j
that she was delighted with the
enthusiasm she saw from teachers,
principals, students and parents.

“This was the third thing we |
said we had to do to make people I
start to believe that things could |
change,” she said. “We had to raise |
test scores, and we did, and we had I 
to have a successful ----------
school, and we <
opened schools on time.’’

The new superintendent has re­
organized more administrative this summer in much of the person­
functions in her push to make the nel office, long considered dysfunc-
system more effident and account- tional. Katrina Robertson Reed,
able. Joe Carrillo, brought in a few president-elect of the American
months ago as personnel chief, is Association of School Personnel
now associate superintendent in Administrators and a 30-year vet-

in charge of human resources there, 
recently served as an adviser to 
Ackerman.
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a-standards-driven«

L''vc already started.

Rep. Eleanor Holmes Norton

1
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Clearly, success won’t happen 
overnight. We know that. The 

I community knows that. But 

we do need co make steady 

progress, classroom by 
classroom, school by school, 

year by year.

to shoot for, 

requiring the

total commitment of 

teachers, administrators

system is positive.

It will give targeted 

academic standards 

and parents.”
Yvonne St Hill, teacher, Spingarn High

"here is good reason 

to be hopeful about 

the changes now 

coming at DCPS. 

I strongly endorse the 

single-minded focus on 

raising standards 

and high student 

achievement.”

’ goals are ambitious: 
reate an exemplary school system 
: the 77,000 students who 
.epend on us to get the kind of 

education they need for college, 

for good jobs and for life in the 

21st century.

Ul-k_ uh fHt Uth StzCY

And engaging parents, policymakers, business 
and civic partners, and citizens in the work of

improving schools.

♦

The following pages briefly describe our goals, our accomplishments to 

date and the major work that lies ahead.

We’ll succeed by ...

Reaching higher, with more challenging expectations 
for students, principals, teachers, administrators and parents.

Staying focused on results, with regular assessments of 
student achievement and annual evaluations of schools, 

principals, teachers and administrators.

Providing extra supports for students who arc behind 
and additional professional development for teachers and staff.

Putting our house in order so that students have the 
facilities and resources they need to learn well.

202 401 5027 p.03/09

“The move toward

□Cl—do-199b 17:=>>
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Start with

skills to solve problems, which get

Glennis Powell-Gill, principal, Eliot Junior High .

, r

We are giving children many 

opportunities to catch up — in after­
school programs, Saturday Academies 
and summer-school. Ending social 
promotion gives students a better 
chance to succeed.

Ending social promotion
Higher expectations mean doing away with 

social promotion,” the process of allowing children 
to advance from grade to grade, regardless of 
whether they know the academic material. This 
practice means students sometimes graduate from high 
school with elementary-level skills.

More challenging academic standards
Our new academic content standards and performance standards in English/language 

arts (reading, writing, listening and speaking) and math ask a lot from students. Content 
standards describe what students should know and be able to do in each subject. 
Performance standards show what good performance looks like in elementary school, 
middle school and high school.

V

/

Contact: Office of Teaching and Learning,
576-6171

Improving academic achievement for 
all children is the No. 1 goal of the D.C. 
Public Schools. Our children must leave 
this school system with the knowledge 
and skills that will open doors. The first 
step is getting clear about what academic 
success looks like.

We also have new content and performance standards 
in science. Teachers now have content standards for 
history, art, music, health and world languages. 
The next target areas will be geography and 
career/vocational education.

Under our new promotion policy, students will not 
progress until they are ready. Decisions will be based 
mainly on student scores on the Stanford-9 Achievement Test 
(see next page) and the recommendations of teachers and 
principals. Students now in eighth grade will be the first group 
affected by our new high school graduation requirement.

J

and functions, and statistics. They need to know 
how to measure, estimate and use their math 

more 
complex in the higher grades.

i .

high 
expectations

“Large score increases on the Stanford-9 test 

are not going to happen overnight, but 

through steadily pushing ourselves and our 

children to do better, we’ll see the gains.”

’ . * ■ • ,

In reading and math ... .
In English/language arts, students 

at every level need co read die equivalent of 25 
. books a year, fiction and nonfiction. Our chird- 

graders should be reading books that ire appropriate for 
their grade level and that challenge cheny Those books 

become more difficult as: they move up-^tpiigh school. And 

all students need to be able to summarize/and draw 
. conclusionsfrom what .'they read; : / i ", ■

in math, elementary school students heed to be able to 
add, subtract, multiply and divide. Depending on their grade 

. level, we also want students to solve p^bjeto-involving frac- 

< tibns and decimals (for example, whicli.is'larger: 1/3, 

; percent, or .33),. geometry, simple formulas, patterns
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Contact

541-6338

Schools will be measured 
against the District's standards and 

their own performance, not against 

each other. We expect every 
school to get better every year.

Philadelphia, measures the same 
kinds of real-world knowledge 
and skills as our new academic 
standards. The Stanford-9 gives 
teachers very detailed information 
about each student’s strengths and 

weaknesses, so that they can 
develop specific teaching strategies 

for each child.

Our goal is for all schools to 
show some improvement this 

year. In 1998-99, we expect to 
have specific improvement targets 
for each school.

Stanford-9
Achievement Tests

Students in grades 1-11 are 
taking the Stanford Achievement 
Tests (Stanford-9) in reading and 
math in the fall and spring. This 
nationally recognized test, also 
used by cities such as Boston and

ur i me. uc.r oll i

New report cards
We’re piloting new, more 

detailed report cards for elemen­
tary school students. With input 
from teachers, principals and par­

ents, we’re using these report 
cards to show which academic 
standards each student has mas­
tered and areas where he or she 

needs more help.

We also are developing new Conact
school-by-school report cards that office of EducatjOna| Accountability, 

will include information on stu­
dent achievement, student atten­
dance, secondary school dropout
rates, staff, parent and student sat­
isfaction. school leadership (mea­
sured by parent and staff surveys),

and market share (the percentage
of families who send their chil­
dren to the neighborhood
school). We expect to publish the 

first report cards in Fall 1998.

Throughout the school system, 
teachers and staff should be asking 
one basic question about every 
policy, practice and program: Is it 
producing — or likely to produce 
— academic success for students? 
For schools, student achievement 
is what counts. It’s our “bottom 
line.” By holding ourselves more 
accountable, the community will 
have many ways to evaluate the 
performance of students, schools, 
principals and teachers. Specifically:

I • wrO

Annual evaluations of 
principals, teachers and 
administrators

We’re committed to having an 
excellent principal in every 
school. Starting in the 1997-98 
school year, all principals have 
onc-year appointments. They’ll 
be evaluated based on several fac­

tors, including; student achieve­
ment (50 percent of the total); 
school climate (ranging from dis­

ciplinary problems to extracurric­
ular activities); parent and com­
munity involvement; their ability 
to manage staff; and how well 

they use school funds.

In addition, evaluations of the 
Superintendent and all members of 
the staff are tied to gains in student 

achievement. A new system for 
evaluating teachers, which we 
hope to have in place in 1998-99, 
also will be weighted heavily 
toward the improved performance 

of students.

UtJi
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Extra support for students and staff

and stronger math classes

in high schools.

But there is still much to be done.’
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Alieze Stallworth, parent,
Lafayette Elementary. Jefferson Junior High. Coolidge Senior High

■'fore reading 
and math

Students in every elementary 

classroom are loaming reading, 
writing, speaking and listening 
(what we call literacy skills) for at 
least 90 minutes a day and math 

for at least 60 minutes. In sec­
ondary school, teachers in all 
subjects — from social studies to 

industrial arts — have been 
instructed to teach reading as part 
of every course. Our goal is to 
offer double periods of reading 
and math to high school students 

who are behind.

Summer S.T.A.R.S.
Many students arc years 

behind where they should be and 

need extra help to catch up. We 
expect our Summer S.T.A.R.S. 
(Students and Teachers Achieving 
Results and Success) program to 

serve up to 2(),()00 students. 
They will receive intensive 
instruction in reading and math 
for six weeks. The idea is not to 
punish these students but to give 
them the extra help they need.

Extra classes, tutoring
Many schools have established 

Saturday Academies and before- 

and after-school programs for 

students needing extra help. 
Contact your local principal to 
see if your school is providing 

this extra help.

Contact:
Office ofTeaching 
and Learning, 576-6171

Contact:
Literacy Program,
724-4235

/I tchiwl system driven by high 

sfandiirds expects .ill students to surcecd

— but not nil at (he same speed. Sonic 

students ivill need nmre time and assistance 

than others. Some students might be strong in 

math and iveah in reading. Once testing has 
pinpointed these sfreti^t/rs and u’caknesses, j 

teachers and prim ipals are in a much 

better position to target support 

tt here it’s jiceded.

ur inc i^c.r i

Our Everybody Reads literacy 
campaign is recruiting adults from 
throughout the city to tutor 
second-graders in reading. 
Common sense and research show 

that children who read well can 
learn anything — whether it’s 
algebra or African-American his­
tory. We’re working closely with 

similar tutoring prograi 
Everybody Wins and E

I •

“We’re off to a good start - 

the elimination of social promotion 

in the elementary schools,

the promise to have

reading teachers in schools
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Contact School Auxiliary 
Support Services, 724-4400

♦

Professional Development
Institutes in 1997-1998. In August 
1998, all schools will send teams 
that include the principal, teachers 
and at least one parent to a special 
summer institute. We plan to 
make professional development 
mandatory in 1998-99.

Jut
<•

•xsb'J

x J’’—r , (

lowest-performing 
schools

Staff in our Targeted Assistance 
Schools, where student achieve­
ment is particularly low, are 
receiving extra assistance. Many 
are using reading and math pro­
grams, such as Success for All and 
Temple University’s Laboratory 
for Student Success, that have 
helped improve student perfor­

mance in other school districts. 
The 1998-99 budget earmarks 
S2.5 million so that about 50 
schools can take advantage of suc­
cessful models like these.
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Contact:
Staff Development, 724-2490

Leadership training 
for principals

Our new'training for principals 

will focus on five key areas; goal­
setting, instructional leadership, 

accountability, staff recruitment 
and training, and building rela­
tionships in the schools and with 
the community.

Professional
development 
for teachers

Teachers from every school in 
the city are learning how to trans­
late the district’s new standards 
into classroom practice. In turn, 
these “standards specialists” are 
working with other teachers from 
their schools to get these ideas into
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We are reducing the backlog
of assessments needed to place
students in appropriate programs
and we intend to deveiop a sys­
tem that will permit us to con­
duct evaluations year round. We
are strengthening our programs
for students with Limited English
Proficiency, including hiring
more staff and purchasing new
textbooks.
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Improved facilities
More than 60 schools have 

new roofs, numerous boilers and 
chillers have been replaced, and 
dozens of schools have been ren­
ovated. Much more work is 

planned. Wi 

having our ! 
sound and

unfortablc 
.iassrooms
and schools.

Increased community 
outreach

We are reaching out to the 
community — through additional 
community forums (citywide and 
s’chool-based); focus groups and 

meetings with parents; regular tes­
timony to Congress, the Control 
Board and city agencies; expanded 
partnerships with businesses and 
civic organizations and the faith 
community; and more timely 

communications
with all sectors of 
the community.

We can’t expect students to 
learn at high levels unless they’re 
in good facilities and have quality 
books and other instructional 
materials. Though we still have a 

long way to go in this area, we 
have made important progress in 

the past year.

in order

Improved information
New, more accurate systems 

are in place for monitoring stu­
dent enrollment, staff, nploy- 
ment, school budgets and security 
incidents. A top priority for
1998-99 is to get better and more 
timely budget and student perfor­
mance infonnation into the hands 

of principals, so they can better 
manage their schools.
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Better customer 
service

As part of the District's new 
focus on customer service, admin­
istrative offices have extended their 
hours to better serve schools, 
while schools arc taking steps to be 
more welcoming to families and 

students.
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More money to schools
To make more money avail­

able for schools, central office staff 

was reduced from 15 percent of 
the total DC PS workforce to 11 

percent this year.
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you
can help

C(We are particularly

encouraged by the establishment 

of higher standards

that are focused on increasing
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of D.C. students. Let’s agree to focus on moving forward. 

And a relentless commitment to improve stu­
dent achievement — diac’s the measure by which all our 
actions should be judged.

www.kl2.dc.us

Call 724-8724 if you would like to 

be placed on our mailing list to receive HomeRoom, 
the school system’s monthly newsletter.

Notin of Noh-DUcrimmxion
The Docrict of Cohm'bu Public Schools dors not dkniminite on dir Vomi id rue. 
(Stloc, religion, nidorul origin. x«, sge. iiuriol ratus. penorul appearance, wxuol 

orientation. Ennily rvtponubiiiries, nutricubtiOT, disability or political iHUishon in is 

program and acrivides. Piscnniinacioii will PW be toicrattd and penoni enfpsins in 

such wiD be subject to disciplinary action. The Mkiwing officer hai been rtengnated 

to handle inquiries regarding non-dicrinriiution policies: Dr. Pmix' A. Baltimore, 

EEO Officer, " — ............... ..........................

Washington. D.i

If you’re a parent, make sure your child 
learns how to read, does his or her homework, 
comes to school and knows that you value 
education. Help us to make sure your child’s 
principal and teachers are starting to deliver 
instruction that’s based on the District’s more 
challenging academic standards. This brochure 
describes the kinds of changes you should be 

seeing in all schools.

If you’re a policymaker, give us the resources we need to 
do the job. And give us some time.

If you’re a citizen, give us your time and energy. We need 
tutors, mentors, reading volunteers, coaches and partners.
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up-to-date information
being done to improve student ■achicvcrrlcnL•.
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What you should expect from us
The good news is that there are pockets of excellence all over 

Qty — classrooms and schools where students are doing well. 
We’re committed to building on these successes. There’s no rea­
son why all schools can’t be doing just as well. We don’t expect 
miracles. Nor should you. But you should expect:

Steady progress ---  higher test scores, better-
maintained facilities, more effective teaching, increases in 
parent, staff and student satisfaction, and more resources 

in schools.

Clear goals the new academic standards 
should clarify what students should know and be able to 

do at different grade levels.

Honest answers ---  we’re committed to telling
the truth, even when it’s harsh. We intend to be clear 
about where we arc and how far we need to go.

No surprises students, staff and the commu­
nity have the right to factual and rimely information. 
That’s why we are strengthening our communications, 
parent affairs and community relations staff.

Problem-solving, not finger-pointing— there’s 
plenty of blame to go around for the poor performance



JOHN EATON SCHOOL’S HISTORY
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Eaton is one of eight Early Childhood Demonstration Centers. The 
Demonstration Centers are training sites for teachers and administrators 
in the District of Columbia Public School System.

John Eaton School has been recognized as a Model School by The 
Redbook Network of Successful Schools, and most recently as one of 
America's Best Schools by Redbook Magazine.

John Eaton school Is located In the upper northwest section of 
Washington, D.C., known as Cleveland Park. We serve students in 
grades pre-kindergarten through grade six.

John Eaton School was opened in 1911 in a small building that Is now 
one of the wings of our school building. It was a new school when 
Cleveland Park was a fairly new neighborhood. Over the years, the 
school was expanded to meet the needs of a growing student body. The 
school has been remodeled a number of times. First, a second building 
was constructed in 1923 and connected to the existing building with a 
wide hall. The auditorium was added in 1931. In 1981 a complete 
renovation was begun and completed in 1982. The renovation in the 
1980’s changed the looks of our school. The library and school office 
were housed in a modern projection from the from of the building. The 
classrooms were renovated: some old walls were taken down, new walls 
were built, old rooms altered into new spaces, new facilities created out 
of old, and the entire building was centrally air-conditioned. The 
renovation was a school/community effort that not only brought about a 
school building designed to support the school program, but included 
students, teachers, support staff, parents, and our school neighbors in a 
process that allowed us to plan and act collaboratively on a “real*’ 
project. The results have been a most trusting relationship between the 
school and the community.

John Eaton School was named for John Eaton, who was an American 
Brigadier General (1865), superintendent of public instruction in 
Tennessee (1867-1869), a United States Commissioner of Education 
(187H-1886), president of Jackson College at Salt Lake City (1895- 
18961, and Inspector on Education In Puerto Rico 1898.

John Eaton has a multi-cultural and multi-lingual student population of 
over 400 students. Students attending Eaton reside an all quadrants of 
the city, however, the majority reside within the defined Eaton School 
boundary.



MISSION AND PHILOSOPHY OF JOHN EATON SCHOOL
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We seek to offer an integrated curriculum that is challenging and meets 
the needs of our diverse student body. Teaching students to think, 
reason, and problem solve is accomplished through our social 
curriculum, writing, speaking, science, math, reading, social studies, and 
the arts.

John Eaton School is committed to excellence and individual growth for 
both students and staff. We believe that every student can learn and that 
we can provide them with many opportunities to succeed in each of the 
disciplines. To achieve our goal of excellence and multi-talented 
development, we have high expectations for all students. We work 
towards the establishment of developmentally appropriate practices and 
programs which recognize every child’s innate ability to learn and 
ensure the intellectual, emotional, physical, and aesthetic well being of 
all students. We recognize and respect different learning styles and are 
committed to reaching each student.

John Eaton School provides a warm, friendly, stimulating’ but non­
threatening atmosphere. Both students and staff are constantly learning 
and growing. In the true sense of the term, we are a “community of 
learners*. Through modeling, our staff demonstrates a caring community 
by working together and respecting one another.

We aim to promote cultural understanding, acceptance of differences, 
and effective communication skills among our diverse student 
population. We strive to promote parent participation in the education of 
their children by educating parents about the Importance of participation, 
providing opportunities for such participation and enhancing their ability 
to participate.
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19.2%
Percent Lacking Basic Academic Skills

Percent with Basic Skills

Percent Proficient or Advanced
14.4%

Reading (95.7% of students tested)

Percent Lacking Basic Academic Skills

Percent with Basic Skills

Percent Proficient or Advanced

Proficient or advanced performance represents solid or superior academic 
performance. 42% of the students at this school qualified for free or reduced
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price lunch based on their families' income. 

Source: D.C. School System, 1996-97 school year.
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Achievement Scores, 1996-97 School Year, D.C. Public
Schools

□ This School B School System Average

Math (95.4% of students tested)

\
) Click Here for 

the latest
Up-to 

tho-Minute
Sports Scores.

Within 
(mi.)

ifllHHi58.6%

30.8% 

27.0% 

50.0%

Eaton Elementary School
ADDRESS: 3301 Lowell St. NW, Washington 20008 

(show me on a map)
PHONE: 202/282-0103
CROSS

Notes: r
Lacking basic academic skills performance indicates little or no mastery of 
fundamental knowledge and skills at grade level tested.
Basic skills performance denotes partial mastery of knowledge and skills that 
are fundamental for satisfactory work at the grade level tested.

12.4%

34.1%
HnnBBB40.5%

53.4%
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JEAN TATE’S BIOGRAPHY

Jean Tate was bom (b)(6) She is a product of the District

of Columbia Public School System. She attended Harrison Elementary, Garnet Paterson Junior 

High School and Calvin Coolidge High School. Ms. Tate decided in elementary school that she 

wanted to become a teacher. She completed her undergraduate work in elementary education at 

what was then The District of Columbia Teachers College, in 1965. In May 1991, she received a 

Master’s Degree in Administration and Supervision with a concentration in elementary education 

from The University of the District of Columbia. Ms. Tate engaged in professional development, 

even as she was teaching, to keep abreast of current research and trends in education. She was 

consistently enrolled in additional graduate courses in local universities such as Georgetown, 

Trinity, George Washington, Catholic and Howard University.

Jean Tate began her teaching career at Bunker Hill Elementary School as a 5th grade 

teacher. During her 25-year tenure at Bunker Hill, she taught every intermediate grade from 4th 

grade to 6th grade. In 1979, she was selected to teach children who were academically gifted, 

and she served in this capacity for ten years. In 1989, Ms. Tate applied for and was selected as a 

mentor teacher whose responsibility was to assist teachers new to the District of Columbia Public 

School System with understanding and implementing the system’s curriculum.

Upon completion of her tenure as a mentor teacher, Ms. Tate entered the Administrative 

Intern Program and interned at John Eaton Elementary School between 1992 and 1993. 

Subsequently, she served as an assistant principal in both Stuart-Hobson Middle School and 

Garrison Elementary School between the years of 1993 and 1995. In June of 1995, Ms. Tate 

applied for and was selected to serve as the Principal of John Eaton Elementary School, and she 

continues to serve in that capacity.

Ms. Tate has participated in numerous staff development activities and has been selected 

to chair numerous committees during her 32 year tenure in the District of Columbia Public 

School System. She has served as coordinator of the tutorial program in the Bunker Hill 

Afterschool Program; participated in IDEA at Agnes Scott College in Atlanta, Georgia, attended 

the National Elementary School Principal’s Convention in Orlando Florida; and has been 

selected as a mentor principal for the LEAD program.

Ms. Tate’s is ±e proud mother of two sons, Michael and Charles, both of whom are 

college graduates and are working in business.
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City Award for Outstanding Service, Apple for the Teacher Award (Iota Lambda Sorority), 
Distinguished Alumni Award (Harris Stowe Teachers College), and McDonnell Douglas

J
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ARLENE ACKERMAN
Superintendent

District of Columbia Public Schools

Fellow (Urban Superintendents Program).

Ms. Ackerman is currently pursuing her doctoral in Administration, Planning and Social 
Policy through the Harvard Graduate School of Education, Urban Superintendents 

Program.

Arlene Ackerman has served in public education for 28 years. Her work experiences 
include classroom teacher at both the elementary and middle school levels; principal at the 
middle school level; Director, Upward Bound Program for fust generation college-bound 
students; Director, Basic Skills Academy for at-risk high school- youth; Assistant 
Superintendent, Special Services, Assistant Superintendent for Curiiculhm, Instruction and 
Academic Achievement; Deputy Superintendent/Chief Academic Officer; and currently, 
Superintendent Ms. Ackerman possesses a strong leadership background with an 
unparalleled blend of academic credentials and professional accomplishments.

Ms. Ackerman is affiliated with such organizations as Phi Delta Kappa (Harvard University 
Chapter) the Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development, American 
Association of School Administrators, Private Industry Council (Advisory Board 
Member), Seattle University (Dean’s Advisory Board), and Seattle Pacific University 
(Superintendent’s Preparation Program Advisory Board).

Also Ms. Ackerman has been honored in Who’s Who in American Colleges, and 
Universities, and has received numerous honors and awards including Uniquely University



Congresswoman Norton is a congressional leader. She was elected co-chair of the Congressional 
Women's Caucus and is a member of the Executive Committee of the Democratic Study Group, 
the policy arm of the House Democrats. She also is a member of the Congressional Black Caucus, 
Congressional Progressive Caucus, Congressional Arts Caucus, Congressional Diabetes Caucus, 
and the Environmental and Energy Study Conference.

Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton 
District of Columbia

Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton is serving her fourth term in the House of
Representatives. She has been a legislative pioneer. In 1993, for the first time since the District as 
created, she got a historic debate and vote on statehood that dramatized the District's diminished 
democracy. That same year she won the right to vote on the House floor in the Committee of the 
Whole for the first time in the District's history. In 1995, when the Republicans took control of 
the Congress, they took her vote, an injustice she strives to reverse for her constituents who are 
the only Americans to pay federal taxes without full representation in the Senate and the House.

Among the Congresswoman's most significant legislative accomplishments in the 104th Congress 
were a law that increased funding for the EEOC and laws that bolstered the sagging economy of 
the District, including two revenue-producing projects, the D.C. Convention Center and the 
Sports Arena; renovation of the Navy Yard and the transfer of 4,000 new jobs there; a successful 
fight to keep 2,300 SEC jobs from moving from the District to Maryland; a bill that saved the 
District from losing almost $200 million in road repair funds; and extra money for public safety 

and schools in the District.

After receiving her B.A. from Antioch College in Ohio, Congresswoman Norton simultaneously 
earned a law degree from Yale Law School and a Masters' degree in American Studies from Yale 
Graduate School. Yale Law School has awarded her the Citation of Merit as an Outstanding 
Alumnus of Yale Law School, and Yale Graduate School has awarded her the Yale Wilbur Cross 
Medal as an Outstanding Alumnus of the Graduate School.

Even without a vote, she has continued to be a prolific legislator. Only 13 members of the 440- 
member House had more bills enacted than she; only 22 introduced more bills; and only seven 
members co-sponsored more bills than she. Except for the floor vote, the Congresswoman 
continues to have full rights and is a member of the House. She chaired two subcommittees in the 
103rd Congress, votes in committee and has full legislative privileges.

Congresswoman Norton, a tenured professor of law at Georgetown University who still teaches a 
course there, came to Congress as a national figure. She chaired the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission under President Jimmy Carter. Even before she sought elective office, 
Ms. Norton had been named one of the 100 most important American women and one of the 
most powerful women in Washington. She has long been a nationally recognized writer and civil 
rights leader. She is the recipient of some 60 honorary degrees.

J)
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for life and a puckish sense of humor, part of the Yankee heritage of Vermont, though his Irish 
and Italian ethnic origin is certainly not standard Yankee. His standing in Vermont has been 
strong over the years: he survived the Republican sweep in 1980 and beat popular Governor 
Richard Snelling 63%-35% in 1986. In 1992, against Republican state Treasurer Jim Douglas, 
who attacked him for voting for the congressional pay raise and for the loss of dairy jobs, he won 
54%-43%—a decisive margin, but no landslide. But his job approval rating in early 1997 was 
high and one potential opponent, state Senator Susan Sweetser, ran poorly in the 1996 House 
race. Possible 1998 challengers include Rutland Mayor Jeff Wennberg, former state Senator 
Sara Gear, state Representative Walter Freed and former Lieutenant Governor Barbara 
Snelling.

__ Junior Senator. Jim Jeffords is known, since he was first elected to the House in 1974, for 
having one of the most liberal records of all Republicans. Jeffords grew up in Rutland, son of a 
Vermont chief justice, went to Yale, served in the Navy, went to Harvard Law School and then 
returned to Shrewsbury in the Green Mountains and practiced law. He was elected state senator 
in 1966, at 32, and then state attorney general in 1968 and 1970. In 1974, he was elected to the 
House and in 1988, when Senator Robert Stafford retired, to the Senate. There he has had a 
record somewhat to the left of midpoint of the Senate, especially on cultural issues, and has 
usually voted more often with Democrats than any other Republican senator. In the Clinton 
years he voted for family and medical leave, motor voter, national service, the Brady bill and the 
1994 crime package, despite anti-gun control feeling in Vermont; in July 1993 he announced he 
was supporting the not-yet-written Clinton healthcare plan—the only Republican member of 
Congress who ever did. He pushed for more funding for the National Endowment for the Arts, 
supported raising the minimum wage, supports abortion rights, favors banning discrimination 
-gainst gays and lesbians. As chairman of the District of Columbia Subcommittee on 

ipropriations in the 104th Congress, Jeffords opposed the Republican plan for a limited 
>mbcr of school vouchers for students in the District, thus sentencing them to continue in the 

dreadful D.C. public schools, which with he must be familiar; he volunteers in the Everyone 
Wins! program in Capitol Hill schools to encourage kids to read.

In 1997 Jeffords became chairman of the Labor and Human Resources Committee. Some 
conservatives wanted to substitute the less senior and more conservative Dan Coats; but 
Majority Leader Trent Lott, desirous of party unity and part of a singing quartet with Jeffords, 
persuaded Coats not to oppose Jeffords. Of his approach, Jeffords said, “The country demands 
that wc be bipartisan. TheyTe more involved in solving difficult situations we have for 
individuals, more than they arc with political posturing and all. So, that’s me. I'm independent, 
these are all well-known facts." But he also was careful not to block Republican initiatives: “I 
have told the members if we disagree, I won’t hold up legislation that all Republicans except me 
want.” His own stated policy goals seem almost quixotic: raising dollar limits on health insurance 
policies (he tried and failed to do that in the 1996 Healthcare Portability Act), increasing the 
percentage of the nation’s workforce covered by company pensions, getting more people health 
insurance. But as chairman he took the lead on the Republican-backed TEAM Act to allow 
worker-management consultation, vehemently opposed by labor upions. On health care he 
promised “to go slow" on regulating managed care and said that micromanagement, such as the 
48-hour maternity stay he backed in 1996, should be approached with caution. He promised to 
move ahead on OSH A reform, a Republican goal. He worked on rauthorization of the bipartisan 
IDEA special education bill, which passed in May 1997, and promised to work on reauthorizing 
the Higher Education Act. He supported the Kennedy-Hatch child health insurance bill and 
tobacco tax, but advanced his own bill, making the program optional for states.

Jeffords also tends to Vermont issues and his own special causes. In 1996 he maintained 
support for Vermont wind and solar energy projects, and he passed an amendment to increase 
food stamp eligibility for recipients of federal heating assistance. A history buff, he had a bill to 
catalogue and study unprotected Civil War sites, has sponsored a Revolutionary War and War 
of 1812 historic preservation study act and backs an historic corridor along the New York-

Vermont border.
In 1988 Jeffords's toughest hurdle in winni 

which a conservative opponent attacked hin 
issues, but Jeffords won 61%-39%. In 1994 
Senator Jan Backus clearly benefited from 
though little known and not well financed, h< 
not come up until 2000, too long to allc 
Democratic opponent could be Governor Hi

Representative-At-Large. The 1990s will 
rejected all over the world—except in Vern 
four times now elected Bernie Sanders, self-p 
a Socialist, but also very much a modern Vi 
came here as part of the hippie invasion of 
him win election as mayor of Burlington in 
There he governed ably for eight years, usin 
center, expand low- and moderate-income 
Champlain and switch the tax base from pro 
companies using certain public facilities. In 
Republican Peter Smith two years before, b; 
summit agreement and his vote for the bt 
Association came out against Smith, and S 
only state with no limits on gun ownership ai 
Vermont’s 251 cities and towns, and three { 
Socialist elected to the House, after Viet 
Meyer London of Manhattan’s Lower East 
entire state.

Sanders's Socialist label doesn’t matter 
accepting him in their caucus, but they ha' 
gave him ranking minority position on a Gi 
objections of Elijah Cummings and, when : 
1996, none less than George Stephanopi 
fundraiser. But Sanders adds to an almos 
stamp. He formed a Progressive Caucus, w 
for the moment a quixotic agenda: prog 
healthcare system, a 50% cut in military sp< 
here Vermont speaks—support for fami 
hormone). But Sanders has also been a pr 
Republican allies in targeting what they cc 
Jersey, for example, he passed an amendm 
mergers (“payoffs for layoffs”), and he pas 
defense contractor executives. With Budge 
three-year phaseout of OPIC, which provic 
another amendment, which turned out to 
peso bailout. With Gerald Solomon, who 
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got into the 1996 Freedom to Farm Act.
1993, retention of low-income heating ass 
maternity stays. He got Majority Leader D 
the “gag rules”—HMO directives to d 
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Sanders was reelected 58%—31% in 1992
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Socialist elected to the House.
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which Senator Patrick Leahy

!

insurance:

entire state.
Sanders’s

ee heritage of Vermont, though his Irish 
ikee. His standing in Vermont has been 
.■ep in 1980 and beat popular Governor 
Republican state Treasurer Jim Douglas, 
aise and for the loss of dairy jobs, he won 
is job approval rating in early 1997 was 
Sweetser, ran poorly in the 1996 House 
or Jeff Wennberg, former state Senator 
former Lieutenant Governor Barbara

a
came here as

battled Wiscoi 
was

him win election as mayor of Burlington in 1981 by 10 votes, after losing four statewide races. 
There he governed ably for eight years, using the city’s prosperity to start a municipal day-care 
center, expand low- and moderate-income housing, put a pollution control facility on Lake 
Champlain and switch the tax base from property to hotel and restaurant fees and a ublity_tax on 
companies using certain public facilities. In 1990, he ran for Congress and reversed his defeat by 

Ppter Smith two vears before, by capitalizing on Smith s support of the 1990 budget

attacked him on gun control, abortion, and church and family 
61%-39%. In 1994 his serious competition was in the general. State

Senator Jan Backus clearly benefited from being a woman in this culturally liberal state and, 
though little known and not well financed, held Jeffords to a 50%-41% win. Jeffords s seat does 

up until 2000, too long to allow any worthwhile predictions here; one serious

     a Democrat since 1991, 
gaveTim ranking minority position on a GoveVnmental Affairs subcommittee in 1997 over the

“LSZZ'om^^ith, and Sanders’ opposition to gun -^-Ve^ont is the 
only state with no limits on gun ownership at all-helped this urban-based.Socialist carry 2 
Vermont’s 251 cities and towns, and three gores and one grant. Sanders became only th 
Socialist elected to the House, after Victor Berger of Milwaukee (1911-13, 1923 291 and 
Meyer London of Manhattan’s Lower East Side (1915-23), and the only Socialist elected by an

Socialist label doesn’t matter much in the House. Initially Democrats balked at 
accepting him in their caucus, but they have granted ^ seniority as a DemtK^ 
eave him ranking minority position on a Governmental Affairs subcommittee in 199 
objections of Elifah Cummings and, when a Democrat had the effrontery to run a8ains^™ 

less than George Stephanopoulos came to Burlington to speak at a banders 
ser But Sanders adds lu au almost perfectly liberal voting record his own particular 
He formed a Progressive Caucus, with 58 members in the 104th Congress, with what is 

quixotic agenda; progressive tax reform, a Canadian-style single-payer 
50% cut in military spending over five years, a national energy policy and 

here Vermont speaks-suppO.t for family farms (including opposition to bovine growth 
hormone). But Sanders has also been a practical and sometimes successful^legislator, gain j 

Republican allies in targeting what they consider corporate welfare.

battled Wisconsin’s Steven Gunderson who was trying to end the mtlk tn g Y

?993 retention of low-income heating assistance and the 1996 meiisure guaranteeing 48-hour

> first elected to the House in 1974, for ■ 
ns. Jeffords grew up in Rutland, son of a 
y, went to Harvard Law School and then 
acticed law. He was elected state senator 
and 1970. In 1974, he was elected to the 
tired, to the Senate. There he has had a 
e, especially on cultural issues, and has 
ther Republican senator. In the Clinton 
:r, national service, the Brady bill and the 
i Vermont; in July 1993 he announced he 

plan—the only Republican member of 
>r the National Endowment for the Arts, 
on rights, favors banning discrimination 
istrict of Columbia Subcommittee on 

' the Republican plan for a limited 
5 sentencing them to continue in the 

.miliar, he volunteers in the Everyone 
ids to read.
id Human Resources Committee. Some 
ind more conservative Dan Coats; but 
id part of a singing quartet with Jeffords, 
ch, Jeffords said, “The country demands 
iolving difficult situations we have for 
’ and all. So, that’s me. I’m independent, 
ul not to block Republican initiatives: “I 
egislation that all Republicans except me 
c: raising dollar limits on health insurance 
:althcare Portability Act), increasing the 
any pensions, getting more people health 
Republican-backed TEAM Act to allow 
ed by labor unions. On health care he 
1 said that micromanagement, such as the 
ipproached with caution. He promised to 
vorked on rauthorization of the bipartisan 
7, and promised to work on reauthorizing 
iy-Hatch child health insurance bill and 

rogram optional for states.
i special causes. In 1996 he maintained 
ind he passed an amendment to increase 
assistance. A history buff, he had a bill to 
sponsored a Revolutionary War and War 
i historic corridor along the New York-

for family farms (including opposition to bovine growth

.. With Chris Smith of New 
Je/sey, for example, he passed an amendme'nt bam'ng Defense spending for defense contractor

Republican Peter Smith two years before, by capitalizing on Smith’s support of the 1990 budget 
summit agreement and his vote for the ban on semiautomatic weapons. The National Rifle

not come i_r --------  - . -
Democratic opponent could be Governor Howard Dean.

Representative-At-Large. The 1990s will go down as

aL^S perfectly literal

healthcare system, a
here Vermont speaks—support 
hormone). 1

' 'in 1988 Jeffords’s toughest hurdle in winning the seat in: 1988 was the Republican primary,.m 

which a conservative opponent i
issues, but Jeffords won <
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Lenora Steinkamo was born (b)(6)

(b)(6) when sne ana ner family ntoved to
Washington, D.C.

At present, Ms. Steinkamp is in her sixth year of 
teaching kindergarten, at John Eaton.. In addition, she sells 
residential real estate with Long & Foster, Realtors. She 
resides in the John Eaton neighborhood with her two sons, 
and husband.

Lenora has a B.A. degree from the University of
Arkansas, and a Masters degree in Early Childhood Education 
from the University of Central Arkansas. She has 66 
additional graduate hours, and is certified in 
administrative supervision.

PHONE NO. ; 202 483 4475

Ms. Steinkamp taught kindergarten in the Little Rock, 
Arkansas public schools for twelve years. As is apparent to 
the John Eaton community, her first love is teaching.

However, she took time to have a family, and 
successfully pursued other careers. For seven years, she 
owned and operated a professional catering business. She 
styled food for commercial photography, and is credited with 
magazine covers and commercial advertising campaigns for 
corporate clients. Also, she was featured in an article in 
Southern Living Magazine depicting holiday dining in her 
home. Then, as a licensed securities broker with an 
investment banking firm, she sold corporate and government 
bonds to institutional clients.
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Is Head Start Smart?
Restoring the Original Promise of America's Favorite Social Program

By Diane Ravitch

I
Cognitive Loss
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to 840,000 — about one-third of eligible children — and 
now wants to increase enrollment to 1 million by 2002.

I

t is hard to think of a federal program that is admired 
as much as Head Start. It is also hard to think of one 
that has fallen so short of its ambitions.
When the program was launched in 1965 as the key­

stone of the War on Poverty, it promised to give young 
children from poor homes a "head start" on their school­
ing. But over the years, study after study has produced 
no convincing evidence that it actually does so. The 
problem isn't that we can't prepare poor children to suc­
ceed in school; it's that we've stopped trying. Head Start 
can't fulfill its promise in its present form. And unless 
Congress and the executive branch raise Head Start's as­
pirations, it never will.

From the beginning. Head Start was designed to be 
comprehensive: It included educational, social, and psy­
chological services; nutrition and health care; programs 
for families; and a career ladder for paraprofessionals. It 
began as a summer program for 500,000 children and 
was expanded to reach 700,000 children in both summer 
and year-round settings by the late 1960s.

Unfortunately, Head Start's proponents oversold it, 
promising that it would quickly lift the IQ scores of poor 
children and break the cycle of poverty. These inflated 
expectations were dashed in 1969, when a national eval­
uation by the Westinghouse Learning Corporation and 
Ohio University found that -the program produced no 1

Head Start advocates responded to the early negative 
evaluations of the program's educational value by quiet­
ly abandoning cognitive development as its primary 
goal. Today, Head Start's chief purpose is not to prepare 
young children for school, but to provide them with nur­
turing day care, medical attention, and social services 
and to provide some of their parents with jobs. These are 
certainly important purposes, but by themselves they 
will not narrow the large education gap between poor 
and middle-class children.

Head Start's institutional place in the federal bureau­
cracy signifies its emphasis on social services rather than 
education. It began life in the Office of Economic 
Opportunity, was moved to the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, and is now ensconced in the 
Department of Health and Human Services. Its advo­
cates consistently have opposed any suggestion of trans­
ferring the program to the Department of Education, 
fearing that such a move might narrow the program's 

scope.
Head Start has no standard curriculum for school 

lasting cognitive or behavioral gains. (There have been • readiness and cognitive development; in fact, it has no 
... .....j. -----ixi.x---------------------------------- - ------ standard curriculum at all. Its "performance standards"

are vague and lack substance. For example, each Head 
. ? Start center is expected to support "emerging literacy

and numeracy development through materials and ac­
tivities' according to the developmental level of each 
child." But in reality, an open-ended statement of this 
kind does not set any performance standard. Head Start 
centers receive no guidance about which skills and 

knowledge to teach or the best ways to teach them.
Indeed, Head Start prides itself on variability from 

one center to another. As the General Accounting Office 
has observed, "fundamental to program philosophy [is] 

the notion that communities be given considerable lati­
tude to develop their own Head Start programs, an idea

hundreds of studies of Head Start since, but no compa­
rable evaluations using a nationally represehtative sam­
ple.) Ardent supporters mSt^Hzed to save the program, 

but future growth and funding were reined in. By 1977 
enrollment had dropped to about-325;dOO, with nearly 

all children in year-round programs; ? .■
Although its luster was dimmed. Head Start re­

mained immensely popular. It's-not hard to see why: In 
addition to whatever educational; benefits it confers. 

Head Start also provides a range of important and popu­
lar services — including employment for large numbers 
of poor parents as teachers and aides. President Bush ex­
panded enrollment in the program from 450,000 in 1989 
to 713,000 in 1993. President Clinton further expanded it
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at the Progressive Policy Institute, assisted the author with 
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school makes a big difference in the lives of disadvan­
taged children. Studies of the Perry Preschool Program 
in Ypsilanti, Mich., indicate that a well-planned program 
— of far higher quality than what is ordinarily offered 
by Head Start centers — can have large effects on chil­
dren's achievement, subsequent grade promotions, 
placement in regular rather than special education class­
es, and high school graduation. French preschools — 
which are designed as schools, not day care centers — 
also have reported positive results. The French programs 
serve nearly all French children ages 3 to 5. Their teach­
ers and directors are highly qualified and well-paid. The 
French curriculum is designed to reduce the cognitive 
gaps between poor and advantaged children; it provides 
active, carefully planned experiences with language and 
numbers, as well as arts, crafts, and games. Affluent 
American parents, eager to give their children a "head 
start," often send them to preschools with enriched cur­
ricula. The Core Knowledge Foundation in Charlottes­
ville, Va., has recently released a set of guidelines for 
preschool that reflect the best American and French 
practices.

Federal policymakers face a choice about the future of 
Head Start: Expand it without fundamental change, as 
the Clinton administration now plans; or change it to 
emphasize cognitive development and school-readiness. 
The first option is easier because it requires only more 
money. But we cannot expect much from expanding a 
day care program of uneven quality to even more 
children.

It would be far preferable to redesign the educational 
component of Head Start while preserving its capacity 
to deliver nutritional, social, and medical services to 
children and their families. This would mean recruiting 
a well-qualified staff of teachers and paying them higher 
salaries and establishing a national curriculum intended 
to prepare young children to succeed in school. To be 
sure, it would cost more, but what we are doing now 
may be even more expensive down the road. At the very 
least, when Congress reauthorizes Head Start in the next 
year or so, it should set up a significant number of high- 
quality demonstration projects and insist upon careful 
evaluation of their effects.

In the short run, change will threaten those who see 
Head Start as a jobs program, a way station for adults 
leaving the welfare rolls: In the long run, however, a re­
configured Head Start could dramatically improve the 
lives of the nation's most vulnerable children. ♦

that has made variability a defining characteristic of the 
program." By design, parents must be involved in the 
development of each center's approach to education 
(imagine a hospital where patients were expected to de­
cide which treatments were most appropriate). This rule, 
a remnant of the 1960s ideology of "maximum feasible 
participation," means that there is no uniform Head 
Start school-readiness curriculum, no instructional pro­
gram of proven effectiveness. While local control of pub­
lic schools is a firmly rooted American tradition, it is odd 
to see this concept enshrined in a federal program.

Head Start proponents deny that the program de-em- 
phasizes cognitive development, but the low salaries 
and qualifications of the program's teachers suggest oth­
erwise. As of the 1996-97 school year, the average Head 
Start teacher earned $17,802 annually. Senior teachers 
with 13 years of experience earned about $20,000 on av­
erage, or about $10,000 less than the starting salary of an 
inexperienced public school teacher in New York City. 
With pay that low. Head Start cannot compete for well- 
qualified teachers. It also suffers high turnover, as the 
best teachers soon leave for better paying jobs.

Educational qualifications for Head Start teachers are 
correspondingly low. Teachers must possess at least a 
child-development associate degree, which can be ac­
quired through on-the-job training. Fewer than 30 per­
cent have a bachelor's degree. As presently organized. 
Head Start virtually guarantees that the children with 
the greatest educational needs will have teachers with 
the lowest qualifications.

Health and social services and parent training certain­
ly are important, but they should not eclipse the need to 
equip disadvantaged young children with the same 
school-readiness and learning skills their middle-class 
peers gain at home and in their preschools. Children en­
rolled in Head Start deserve well-trained teachers who 
can prepare them for success in school.

The Preschool Difference

Because there is no Head Start educational curriculum, it 
is impossible to know what children in the program are 
learning. And because Head Start makes, a point of ex­
treme variability among centers, it is impossible to know 
whether there is any consistency in what children are 
taught. This bizarre situation must end.

Federal officials should clearly establish school-readi­
ness as a major goal of Head Start. They should develop 
a curriculum and set standards for what teachers should 
know and be able to do and what students are expected 
to learn. The Head Start classroom should be a cogni­
tively enriched environment where children are exposed 
regularly to literacy, numeracy, and problem-solving ac­
tivities. The aim should be to elevate Head Start from 
day care to preschool, without sacrificing its valuable so­
cial and medical services.

There is growing evidence that high-quality pre­



Emphasis Shifts to Keeping Siblings Together

When Using

Foster Homes

I
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like laundry service and baby sitters.
California’s Social Services De­

partment is giving social workers 
special training in placing siblings 
together and has recommended that 
counties pay prospective foster fam­
ilies to wait until sibling groups are 
available. New Jersey has just begun 
heavily recruiting foster parents 
who will agree to take sibling groups.

Kentucky provides an extra sti­
pend for foster families that care for 
siblings. Florida is setting up a pilot 
program along the lines of the Hull 
House program in Chicago. And Illi­
nois has another program that gives 
foster families extra money for rent 
if they move to a larger house to take 
in more brothers and sisters.

“More and more people are talk-

I

By PAM BELLUCK
CHICAGO, Aug. 25 — Childhood 

has not been kind to them, these four 
brothers and sisters.

Their overwhelmed parents 
smacked them to keep them in line, 
counselors say, and the three oldest, 
now ages 10, 9, and 5, were sexually 
molested by their mother’s brothers. 
Now angry and insecure, the siblings 
hit one another, made disturbing sex­
ual gestures, sometimes wet their 
beds and misbehaved in school.

When child welfare authorities de­
cided to remove them from their 
parents’ home and place them in 
foster care two years ago, they stood 
a good chance of being separated 
from one another. Child welfare 
agencies have historically focused on 
finding available foster parents, not 
on trying to keep sisters and broth­
ers in the same home. And it is hard 
to find foster parents with room for 
four, let alone the willingness to take 
care of so many troubled children.

But this time, Veronica, Chantel, 
Jimmy and Jermaine, who is 3, were 
steered toward a new program that 
pays foster parents a premium — a 
salary thousands of dollars in addi­

on to money they receive from the 
ate, as well as benefits not offered 

>y the state — health insurance, va­
cation time, pension and sick days — 
to persuade them to care for a group 
of brothers and sisters.

The Chicago program reflects a 
growing national movement in foster 
care. Fueled by lawsuits in New 
York, Chicago and elsewhere, and by 
a groundswell of lobbying by child 
welfare advocates, states have be­
gun enacting laws and establishing 
programs to encourage foster par­
ents to care for several siblings.

“You can’t underestimate the 
trauma children go through when 
they’re separated from their sib­
lings,” said Gordon Johnson, the 
president of the Jane Addams Hull 
House Association, a nonprofit agen­
cy that runs the sibling program.

“On top of the trauma of being 
separated from their parents, you 
put them in a strange environment 
where they’re mixed with other 
kids,” said Mr. Johnson, who is a 
former director of the Illinois De­
partment of Children and Family 
Services.

Some child welfare officials point 
out the potential pitfalls of trying to 
-outinely keep siblings together. Spe- 

*1 programs like Chicago’s are 
rally expensive and the laws

• consent decrees involved are 
orten difficult to enforce, if only- be­
cause there may be more groups of 
siblings than families willing to take 
them.

In addition, some officials and ad­

ing about it and trying to do better,” 
said Kathy Barbell, director of foster 
care for the Child Welfare League. 

“It’s like a light bulb went off,” she 
said. “What is the longest relation­
ship you have with any person? It’s 
your siblings. And there are more 
former foster children searching for 
their siblings these days than for 
their biological parents.”

In some ways, these sibling initia­
tives reflect a broader national 
movement to give foster children 

__ ____  m°re stability. New York City and i
extra stipend and provides benefit/* other systems are championing 

i i « • ■ nlonc tn Vonn fnctar children in their

vocates worry that it might compro­
mise another increasingly popular 
goal: to place children with no 
chance of being reunited with their 
parents in adoptive families as soon 
as possible, removing them from the 
limbo of foster care. It is always 
easier to find a family to adopt just 
one child.

But increasingly, most foster care 
experts agree that trying to keep 
brothers and sisters together is at 
least a worthy goal because it could : 
help maintain some thread of consis­
tency for children whose small 
worlds are being otherwise ripped 
apart and whose history of abuse 
may have made them more depend­
ent on each other.

Since the majority of children in 
foster care have siblings who are 
also in foster care, keeping them 
together is no small task. In some 
states, as much as 80 percent of 
foster children have siblings in the 
system and half or more are scat­
tered among different foster homes. 
And many child welfare agencies 
report seeing more large sibling 
groups, possibly because social 
workers who find one abused child in 
a family are now more inclined to 
quickly remove the other children.

Last year, California passed a law 
allowing foster homes to take more 
than six children, the maximum, if 
the move kept brothers and sisters 
together. Ohio, Massachusetts and 
New York took up similar measures 
in 1996.

. Minnesota and Alabama recently 
began requiring that siblings be 
placed together whenever possible, 
according to the Child Welfare 
League of America, a national advo­
cacy group.

In New York City, a small pro­
gram begun last fall gives foster 
parents who take in sibling groups a 
rent-free apartment in a building in 
Rego Park, Queens, pays them an.

plans to keep foster children in their 
original neighborhoods, and many 
states, like Illinois, are trying to 
place more children with relatives, 
which can also lead to more sibling 
contact.

So far, the fledgling programs for 
siblings are making incremental dif­
ferences, as states weigh priorities in 
foster care placement. What should 
social workers do, for example, If a 
family takes in one child but does not i 
have room for a sibling taken from 
the parents later, or for a new child i 
born to the parents?

In New York City, a class-action i 
lawsuit filed by the Legal Aid Society j 
against the city was settled in 1993 
with an agreement requiring that 
siblings be placed together when it is i
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expand the Hull House program 1 
Neighbor to Neighbor beyond its 30 
foster families. He said that placing 
siblings together makes it easier for 
social workers to assess whether 
children should be reunited with 
their parents, one goal of the pro­
gram. Even if they are separated 
later by adoption, he said, they have 
at least been together for a while.

Very few studies have tried to 
measure the consequences of sibling 
group placements. One recent small 
study of preschool foster children 
living near Syracuse found that chil­
dren living with their brothers and 
sisters were more emotionally stable 
than children separated from their 
siblings but did not do as well on 
cognitive tests, perhaps because old­
er siblings, rather than parents, 
taught the younger children skills 
like increasing their vocabulary or 
naming colors, said the author, Mau­
reen C. Smith, an assistant professor 
of psychology at Chicago State Uni­
versity. Professor Smith said she 
concluded that sibling placements 
should not be automatic, but should 
depend on each child’s needs.

Aware that they are plowing new 
ground, some sibling programs try 
to move quickly when conflicts be­
tween siblings and other difficulties 
arise after placement. After prob­

in their best interests. More sibling 
groups are being placed together 
now, 51 percent in 1996, up from 45 
percent in 1990 when the suit was 
filed. Jennifer Folk, a spokeswoman 
for the Administration of Children’s 
Services, says the main reason 
brothers and sisters are separated is 
that a social worker decides they 
need different types of medical or 
mental health care, or a relative 
offers to take only one or two of the 
children. Child welfare advocates be­
lieve more sibling groups should be 
kept together.

In Chicago, the Cook County Public 
Guardian won a similar consent de­
cree with a suit against the state, 
including a provision that siblings, 
when separated, should visit each 
other twice a month. Still, two-thirds 
of Illinois’s 37,762 siblings in foster 
care are separated from some of 
their siblings and only about half of 
those children visit each other twice 
a month, said Mary Sue Morsch, a 
deputy director of the Illinois De­
partment of Children and Family 
Services, adding that her depart­
ment was working to improve the 
number of siblings kept together and 
the number of visits between chil­
dren separated from brothers and 
sisters.

Mr. Johnson said he wanted to 
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Mary Hardwick, 58, an experienced foster mother, took in four siblings — Veronica, 10, Chantel, 9, Jimmy, 5, 
and Jermaine, 3 — as part of the Neighbor to Neighbor program in Chicago that keeps siblings together.
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lems cropped up between brothers 
and sisters in one of the New York 
program’s foster families, two broth­
ers were moved temporarily to an­
other home in the program, trading 
places with two sisters from another 
family, said Sue Goldman, assistant 
director of foster home services for 
the Jewish Child Care Association, 
which runs the program.

In Chicago, Hull House gives its 
foster parents intensive training and 
monitors the families closely — at 
least once a week. In exchange for a 
$16,000 annual salary (which supple­
ments the regular state stipend of 
roughly $415 per child per month), 
Hull House treats foster parents like 
full-time employees. They cannot 
hold another job and can be dis­
missed quickly, for cause.

That is what happened to the first 
Hull House foster mother who took in 
Veronica, Chantel, Jimmy and Jer­
maine. The woman, Bobbie Luckett, 
56, tried hard to establish order and 
consistency for the children, who 
gorged themselves on food as if they 
never had enough ■ and who were 
often very rough with one another. 
Once, Ms. Luckett said, Veronica 
brandished a kitchen knife at her. 
Chantel had trouble at school, calling 
a substitute teacher epithets and 
harassing other children.

Ms. Luckett often consulted the 
program’s caseworkers and thera­
pists for guidance and used methods 
like the Good Kid Chart, a checklist 
of goals like “I did not fight before 
school” and “I did not argue to­
night.” But in February, about a 
year after the children came to live 
with Ms. Luckett, the girls locked the 
boys in a closet and Ms. Luckett’s 
adult daughter, who was baby-sit­
ting, lost her temper and struck the 
girls with a belt, said Michael Heard, 
a Hull House therapist. Within 24 
hours, the children were removed 
and placed with Mary Hardwick, a 
58-year-old woman with years of ex­
perience as a foster mother.

Ms. Hardwick says the four chil­
dren are the most troubled she has 
cared for. In addition to problems at 
home, the girls were once kicked out 
of a church program for fighting 
with each other. But Mr. Heard says 
that with Ms. Hardwick’s steady ap­
proach, he is seeing gradual 
progress: Jermaine is becoming 
more verbal, all four are playing 
together in a friendly way in group 
therapy sessions. On balance, he be­
lieves, they are gaining stability.

“I guess they really love each oth­
er,” Ms. Hardwick said. “They just 
don’t know how to express it But all 
of them together is better. I wouldn’t 
want to be split up from my sisters 
and brothers.”
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Proposal
would cut
price of »

!

insurance
By Samuel Goldreich 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

ity by allowing health plans more
print to lower premiums yester­
day, offering a free-market alter-

of Medical Savings Accounts and

i

only when they are sick would face 
higher premiums or longer peri-higher premiums or longer peri­
ods of .non-coverage for pre­

age.
• Allow more flexible pricing 

the small group market pegged

.1.'. ■

I

>

!

A coalition of health insurers 
and employers proposed a blue-

president of the Small Business 
Survival Committee.

group supports the council^ 
vhich would:

|

Thei
plan, wl___ ______

• Increase personal responsibil-

ribw. That continues a trend that 
has been uninterrupted since 
President Clinton took office in 
1993 and vowed to extend insur­
ance coverage to the nation’s 36 
million uninsured.

The administration has re­
sponded by pushing Congress to 
expand coverage under the Med­
icaid health insurance program for 
the poor and disabled. Health and 
Human Services Secretary Donna 
E. Shalala is presiding over a new 
federal and state effort that is de­
signed to add 5 milhon children to 
the Medicaid rolls over the next 
five years at a cost of $24 billion.

i

•i

i

!

native to the patients’ rights bills 
before Congress.

The eight-point plan Released by 
the Council for Affordable Health 
Insurance calls for a series of tax 
and regulatory changes designed 
to shift decisions on health care 
and coverage from employers to 
individuals in an effort to curb 
spending.

But critics say several of the 
council’s proposes would enable 
employers to shift more costs to 
workers without any improvement 
in access to quality health care. 

: Both sides say something has to 
be done about people being priced 
out of health insurance markets, 
but they differ on What regulators 
should do about it.

A recent American Hospital As­
sociation study predicted that the 
number of uninsured Americans 
will increase to 45.6 million by 
2002, up from about 40 million

• Allow more flexible pricing in 
the small group market pegged to 
the risk of covering individuals. 
The plan would eliminate broad

power to impose "cost-sharing.” 
The council calls for expanded use 
of Medical Savings Accounts and 
other plans that rely on patients 
paying high insurance deducti-

From page B7

“community ratings” imposed in 
many states that requires the same 
premiums for everyone.

• Reform liability laws to limit 
extraordinary jury awards in mal­
practice cases. -

• Increase disclosure so con­
sumers will know about future 
premium increases and the price 
of health services in advance.

• Enable consumers to buy cov­
erage without mandated benefits 
such as a 24-hour hospital stay 
when delivering a baby.

• Give individuals 100 percent 
deductibility for health insurance.

• Increase consumer education 
so patients know the limits of their 
coverage and the relationship be­
tween benefits and premiums.

The council estimated that pre­
miums would drop between 44 
percent and 63 percent for indi­
viduals and between 37 percent 
and 56 percent if all of its recom­
mendations were enacted.

• Support guaranteed access 
and continuous coverage by creat­
ing incentives and penalties for in­
dividuals to buy health insurance. 
People seeking to buy insurance

existing conditions. The plan also 
supports creation of guaranteed 
access programs with premiums i 
limited to 150 percent of the aver-

approved.
But the council said that the only 

way to solve the problem of ex­
panding insurance coverage is to 
make individuals more responsi­
ble for health spending.

“The consumer does not know 
how much health care costs in this 
country,” said Karen Kerrigan,

yxla&hington hrnes

“Tbo many working parents 
can’t afford health care for their 
children, and too many children 
are at risk,” she said yesterday in 
a statement announcing approval 
of South Dakota’s children’s health 
plan, the 31st such state program

I
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A coalition of health insurers 
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free-market alter-

print to lower
day, offering a

• Increase personal responsibil­
ity by allowing health plans more 
power to impose "cost-sharing.”
The council calls for expanded use 
of Medical Savings Accounts and

I

other plans that rely on patients 
paying high insurance deducti-

• Support guaranteed access 
and continuous coverage by creat­
ing incentives and penalties for in­
dividuals to buy health insurance.

“Tbo many working parents 
can’t afford health care for their 
children, and too many children 
are at risk,” she said yesterday in 
a statement announcing approval 
of South Dakota’s children’s health 
plan, the 31st such state program 
approved.

But the council said that the only 
way to solve the problem of ex­
panding insurance coverage is to 
make individuals more responsi­
ble for health spending.

“The consumer does not know 
how much health care costs in this I 
country,” said Karen Kerrigan,

existing conditions. The plan also 
supports creation of guaranteed I 
access programs with premiums 
limited to 150 percent of the aver­
age.

• Allow more flexible pricing in 
the small group market pegged to j 
the risk of covering individuals.

From page B7

“community ratings” imposed in 
many states that requires the same 
premiums for everyone.

• Reform liability laws to limit 
extraordinary jury awards in mal­
practice cases..
. • Increase disclosure so con­
sumers will know about future 
premium increases and the price 
of health services in advance.

• Enable consumers to buy cov­
erage without mandated benefits 
such as a 24-hour hospital stay 
when delivering a baby.

• Give individuals 100 percent 
deductibility for health insurance.

• Increase consumer education 
so patients know the limits of their 
coverage and the relationship be­
tween benefits and premiums.

The council estimated that pre­
miums would drop between 44 
percent and 63 percent for indi- ■ 
viduals and between 37 percent 
and 56 percent if all of its recom­
mendations were enacted.

before Congress.
The eight-point plan Released by 

the Council for Affordable Health 
Insurance calls for a series of tax 
and regulatory changes designed 
to shift decisions on health care 
and coverage from employers to 
individuals in an effort to curb 
spending.

But critics say several of the 
council’s proposals would enable 
employers to shift more costs to 
workers without any improvement 
in access to quality health care. 

'■ Both sides say something has to 
be done about people being priced 
out of health insurance markets, 
but they differ on what regulators 
should do about it.

A recent American Hospital As­
sociation study predicted that the 
number of uninsured Americans 
will increase to 45.6 million by 
2002, up from about 40 million 
now. That continues a trend that 
has been uninterrupted since 
President Clinton took office in 
1993 and vowed to extend insur­
ance coverage to the nation’s 36 
million uninsured.

The administration has re­
sponded by pushing Congress to 
expand coverage under the Med­
icaid health insurance program for 
the poor and disabled. Health and 
Human Services Secretary Donna 
E. Shalala is presiding over a new 
federal and state effort that is de­
signed to add 5 million children to 
the Medicaid rolls over the next 
five years at a cost of $24 billion.
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genetic part in personality
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A new book argues they have no effect on kids
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wrong.” A peer group, not 
parents, “determines the 
sort of people [children] will

’ looks once considered taboo

a
hip-hugging jeans, even Lycra count for maybe half of the
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Who Needs Parents?

home, for instance, are no more alike than 
those reared apart. And two children adopt­
ed by the same parents turn out no more 
alike than a duo raised separately.

The implications of Harris’s theory  
profound: a parent's love and affection does 
not make a child self-confident and friendly; 
reading her bedtime stories does not instill a 
love of books; getting divorced does not 
make a child insecure; giving in to a child’s 
tantrums does not reinforce his explosive 
temper. Not even making a child miserable 
has long-term consequences (except in how 
much he loves you), argues Harris, who has 
no academic affiliation and no Ph.D. Her 
idea will be welcome news to guilt-ridden 
parents convinced that missing one round of 
“Goodnight Moon” will scar a child forever. 
“Through-no fault of their own,” she says, 
“good parents sometimes have bad kids.”

This offer of absolution worries child­
development experts. Dr. T. Beny Brazel- 
ton, professor of pediatrics at Harvard Med­
ical School and best-selling author, argues 
thatt “the basis for all learning, social and cog­
nitive, is laid down by parents in the first 
years of a child’s life.” That foundation helps 
a child forge an identity, which guides his 
choice offriends. But Harris doesn’t buy that. 
No wonder linguist Steven Pinker of MIT 
predicts that “The Nurture Assumption” 
“will come to be seen as a turning point in the 
history of psychology.” Let the debate begin.

With Ekika Check

lists’ research, especially 
studies of twins. Identical 
twins reared in the same

Ip

J

By Sharon Begley
T’s NOT THAT JUDITH RICH 

Harris thinks you should 
beat your children. And 
she’s not arguing that you 

should ignore the little tykes, or 
tell them they are lazy idiots 
when they fail in school, or give 
in to the tantrums they throw in 
the groceiy store. But Harris, a 
New Jersey grandmother and 
writer of psychology textbooks, 
does claim that nothing you do 
or fail to do will make a whit of 
difference to the kind of adult 
your kid becomes—not in tem- <
perament, character, personal- a 
ity or intelligence. *

When Harris’s new book, The |
Nurture Assumption (480 pages. |

Free Press. $25), lands in stores £ _
next month, it will likely trigger Never mind: Quality time is wasted time, Harris says 
the biggest storm in psychology
since “The Bell Curve” argued that blacks 
are inherently inferior in intelligence. It is al­
ready provoking passionate debate among

 . , „ scientists and therapists because it argues
and you think, this cat is a real gasser, that parents make only a single lasting con- 
chicky baby. The rest seem like Clydes. ■ tribution to their children’s future: their

genes. Behavioral genetics—
the field that examines how
much heredity shapes per­
sonality —finds that genes ac-

differences among people in
such traits as timidity, impul-
sivity, thrill-seeking and ami­
ability. The other half comes
from “environment,” which
includes things like a loyal
friend or a humiliating high­
school year. Most scientists
also include, under envi­
ronment, how parents treat­
ed the kid. Not Harris. The
idea “that what influences
children’s development... is
the way their parents bring

respectability for the skinny kid from Hobo­
ken. Sinatra persuades his close personal 
friend Sam (Momo) Giancana to deliver 
Teamster votes in primaries and again in the 
race against Nixon. But after the election, 
RFK’s crusade against organized crime 
freezes Sinatra out. When the First Swinger 
cancels plans to stay at Sinatra’s Palm Springs 
pad, crashing at Bing Crosby’s instead, Frank 
goes psycho. “Crosby’s a Republican!” he bel­
lows at Lawford (Angus Macfayden), who 
serves as errand-slash-whipping boy for the 
Kennedy and Sinatra camps.

Psycho Frank inspires Liotta’s best 
loose-cannon material. But he’s not built 
for Heartthrob Frank: his grin is too chip­
munk-cheeked, his blue eyes too crazed for 
us to buy Marilyn and Ava falling for him. 
Likewise Joe Mantegna’s Dean Martin, 
whose oily pompadour is no substitute for 
Dino’s affectless, bibulous charm. Don 
Cheadle looks like Sammy, but his wattage 
is too low, whether he’s sucking up to 
Frank or gamely dancing to choreography 

; f by tap prodigy Savion Glover. Bobby Slay-
3 : ton does a nicely hostile Joey Bishop, but

he is, as in life, only a marginal presence. 
And Lawford may well have been the 
sniveling weasel Macfayden makes him 
out to be, but we never get a hint of the 
English cucumber cool enough to squire a 
Kennedy. Sinatra had more charisma in 
his pinky ring than these five wanna-bes. 
Their R-rated steam-room camaraderie 
feels forced. They’re not larger than life,

, . i

dashing JFK One look from his glinty eye

i
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■ ^for larger sizes: right

I Mh-huggfeg jeans, ev
■/ party dresses At a recent ,
■ ' Lane Bryan t fashion show in
■ : New York, models who cpdld
I pineb an meh or rivostruS

tops wi,h
I visible bras, a style that even
I many slim women would
■ be nervous aboatwemiig,
I “When ! wasal2-year-oldfat
■ kid, I was ridiculed merciless-
I ly,” says model Kate Dillon,
I now 24 and a size 14. “My life
| would have been changed if
a the plus market was a$ highiL’ r_________ =

profile when I was a kid,” She them up,” she contends, “is 
y anived at the show in a tight

- crocheted dress—and she fit
|| < in perfectly. There wasri’t a, _____

- muumuu or tent dress in sight. be.” Her conclusion rests on 
Veronica Chambers .rfrt : her analysis of other scien-

■ X UIUIOAU M UHU
/ . Jill Jordan Sieder in Atlanta

f. LEFT AND BOTTOM RIGHT: PETER L. GOULD- IMAGES (a): 
STOP: ANTHONY DIXON-LF1

they’re smaller—except for Petersen’s 
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SYCHOLOGISTS CAN CALL OFF THEIR CENTURY-LONG 
search for the key to rearing a good child—not because 
they’ve found it but because it doesn’t exist At least
that is the thesis of a soon-to-be-published, destined- 

for-controversy book, The Nurture Assumption (Free Press; 
480 pages). Its author, Judith Rich Harris, states baldly that 
parents do not have “any important long-term effects on the 
development of their child’s personality.”

Harris is not saying that the genetic lottery sets a 
child’s destiny. Around half of the difference in personali­
ty among kids, she notes, is unaccounted for by genetics. 
Rather, she is saying that the crucial environmental influ­
ence is outside the home.

There kids absorb the values
of peers and find a niche in the
local ecology. They become
known as tough or nice or wacky
or wicked, and personality starts
to harden. Granted, parents can
shape behavior within the
home. But in the wider world, .
Harris argues, the child is a dif- j
ferent person, and there lie the j
roots of the budding adult

Harris’ clever and witty |
book makes this argument with i
power, but that’s partly because !
she doesn’t brake for subtleties. |
A classic 1928 study, she writes,
found that children who violated j
rules at home “were not notice-
ably more likely than anyone j
else to cheat on a test at school or I
in a game on the playground.” C
Actually, that study did find |
some correlation between hon-

niques and found a very high correlation.
To be sure, pop-psych notions about how you create a 

good kid—about some simple, magical parenting style—were 
due for the thrashing Harris gives them. Behavioral geneti­
cists have learned that identical twins reared together are 
scarcely more alike than identical twins reared apart. This 
and other data suggest that the “shared environment” of sib­
lings—including the overall household atmosphere and 
child-rearing tenets that parents apply to all their kids-have 
little straightforward effect on personality.

Rather, say behavioral geneticists, the “non-shared” envi­
ronment is where the action is. Jimmy and Johnny find differ­
ent peer groups at school, or different niches in a single peer 
group; Jimmy becomes valedictorian, Johnny becomes trou­
ble. What"s a mother to do? Non-shared environments outside 
the home, not parents, get the blame in Harris’ theory.

But non-shared environments can also exist inside the 
home. Maybe, for example, parents treat siblings different-

1

1

■»

1

f sible to study—and in any 
event are not well studied. 
Nonetheless, Harris, having 
grappled with the tip of the 
iceberg, declares victory.

A boy in Arkansas shoots 
schoolmates; his younger 
brother doesn’t. Why? Did 

alienation at school reach critical mass because he felt less 
loved at home than his brother? Did schoolyard rejection 
make him morose, hence impervious to a parenting style 
that worked well enough with his brother? Is that the key- 
calibrating your parenting style to your kids’ different needs? 
We just don’t know.

In between too-breezy formulations of her thesis (“parents 
count zilch”), Harris makes key qualifications. She recognizes 
that moral attitudes are more malleable than personality traits. 
She even thinks there are a few things parents can do for their 
children. And she argues that good teachers can matter, 
shaping the ethos of a child’s peer group.

Harris’ core, convincing message—that many parents 
wildly overestimate their influence—may usefully calm some 
nerves in this age of high-anxiety parenting. But it may also 
do the opposite. These days much parental fretting is already 
going into the shaping of peer groups and their context 
Which private school? Soccer on Saturday or French lessons? 
Birthday party at Marva Tots or the Discovery Zone?

Relax. Science hasn’t answered these questions either. ■

■

I
'V

..

Is such as getting slugged by older 

11 siblings.) Harris tries at length 
[ to debunk correlations between 

birth order and personality, but 
even if she succeeded, it 
wouldn’t much matter. Birth 
order is but one of countless 
possible reasons that parents 
might treat kids differently. 
Most others are nearly impos-

IL .

Robert Wright

The Power of Their Peers
A book argues that parents have little influence. Provocative. But true?

ly—doting on Jimmy and screaming at Johnny, say—and that 
is why Johnny went bad. If Harris is to demolish the nurture 
assumption, she must somehow dismiss such dynamics.

She tries. She pungently punctures various arguments 
linking parental treatment to child behavior. Maybe mom­
my’s screaming at Johnny didn’t cause his misbehavior, as 
some scholars naively assume, but rather was caused by it
Maybe. Still, maybe the screaming made things worse. Or 
maybe mommy was subtly favoring Jimmy all along. How 
would you know for sure? The more puncturing of argu­
ments Harris does, the more you realize that the whole issue 
of non-shared environments in the home is disconcertingly 
complex, nearly opaque to science.

One of the few exceptions is 
: o birth order. (Maybe younger 

, i siblings get treated differently 
ft > by parents, or face some other



Teens put parental influence first,
but some see it fade

changes how you turn out. Your 
friends are way up there.” Iftt-.p' 5

controversy
many influences. I’d like to say The Nurture Assumption

<v

nature-nurture debate every- '
thing from dangerous to ri^nt ,

.'■V

your options, rather than simply 
following blindly what your par-

.USA’s geographic and

dren who are unpopular with and found wanting.'

f

By middle school, Ari says, 
the child is truly more under thesome teachers: My history

deal of influence. He was just and even less apt to talk with his band I play with,” Greg says. “I 
very honest. If he said some- folks about “sex, drugs and al- definitely have a lot of influenceence.

Although they may lack the clear when they were younger, 
irspective of the experts, but now peers and other out-

because that is the way nature Francisco Penalver, 17, ofhigh school your friends have a ents two

(k?

?
-2.
So

i

thing, he meant it.”

Raton, Ha., says the swerving fluence of parents is “a good

Pundits already are calling ;

peer group has permanent ef- away entirely. You have been
reels on the personality. Chil- tried by a jury of your peers
dren who are unpopular with and found wanting.”

------------------------- — ' pierced, acts that were “abso- 
whole lot of influence. My reli- then everyone goes to sleep.” lutely not influenced by my par- 
gion does have influence. And By middle school, Ari saHams claims that what parents 

do, other than passing along 
their genes, makes little differ-

!

ents.” He absorbs “a lot of influ- 
_____________ __ ...j __________ j ____________________________j____________ ence fr°m the culture I hang 

teacher last year had a great influence of peers than parents with around the clubs, with the

perspective
members of USA TODAY’S 
"teen Panel, including Jenifer, 
are<

About
ences them more than their par­
ents. The other half — mostly 
older panelists — aren’t so sure, 
^rental influence was crystal-

applicants.
The group reflects the 

.USA’s geographic and"^checks

week ago I got my tongue 
pierced,” says Tighe Herren, of 
Louisville. “I was influenced by

on target.
Harris concludes, after re­

viewing the research of oth­
ers, that parents vastly over­
rate their influence on 
children, other than what they 
bequeath them genetically. 
More important are peers, 
who can be problematic.

From Harris’ book: "I be­
lieve high or low status in the

, reli 
Arie l-VMiLMiC 

(The Free Press, $26) is arrive 
ing in bookstores in a whirl­
wind of controversy.

Judith Rich Harns’ look at the

* parents were the most impor­
tant influence on a child, sib­
lings would turn out more alike, 
he says.

Body piercing seems to be a 
line of demarcation between pa­
rental and peer influence. “A

By Tom Sobdik. The Free Press 

Harris: ‘Status in the peer 
group has permanent effects.’

their peers tend to have low 
self-esteem, and I think the 
feelings of insecurity never go 
away entirely. You have been

„juisville. “1 was influenced by 
my friends who did it. I am 18, 
going to college, beginning my 
own life, and it is a statement of 
individuality.”

Tighe says that by about age 
13 parental influence is re­
placed by peer influence. “I 
think you start realizing you are 
your own person and can make 
your own decisions, consider all

takes it course.” ,
Mike Baab, 16, of Seattle says 

parents are very important, 
“but your environment totally

$26).

ery debate among’ child-devel­
opment specialists over which ... ■ il

influences kids more: parents With them OCassiOnally 
or the wider world. (See Cover about ISSUGS from the 

?udith controversial to the 
mundane.

‘Assumption’ 
not without

S'

ents want you to do.'
Greg Bailey, 18, of Dallas has 

_ had an eyebrow and his tongue

5»
i-i’ -

eager to join the debate. of effect up until 1 was in middle to peers begins sooner than thing because he is not enslaved benign, some teens say. Even
foout half say nobody influ- school,” says Will Shelton, 16, middle school. “As soon as a to his parents’ ideas," Ari says, some of his friends in his ad-

theystill remember friends”and”teachers from 9 tends to drift away from his totally serious about studying,
and hold to, but at this age in a.m. to 3 p.m. He’s with his par- family. And it is a natural thing and that affects me,” says Mario

........................................... hours over dinner, and T---------.i—.i--------------o——;— n—i..— -r

siders have the edge.
“My parents had a great deal

fit ■

Fifteen-year-old Jenifer
Scheyer says it is impossible for
her to name just one major in­
fluence in her life. '

“My life is a big mix, with so
many influences. I’d like to say
my parents first, and people like

■ t Michael Jordan and other ath-
• 'fetes and movie stars when they

do stuff that looks cool, and
models and girls’ magazines,”
says Jenifer, of Northbrook, 111.

“I also have some close
friends I trust to influence me

my boyfriend. And pane| current|y has 20

I .! t.' -‘*1

I ■ *

'• i ■

and also
what
does *,IW. w . , ,

all these things together and moving 00 to College this 
make a choice yourself.” fall. Panelists were

Jenifer is addressing the selected from 600 
premise of a new book on influ­
ences on children. The Nurture
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I’m also very pleased to be here at John.Eaton, which serves as a model of excellence 
throughout the District -- not only for its high achieving students and outstanding staff, but also as 
a training site for teachers and administrators across the DC public school system. This 
wonderfully diverse school proves that every child can learn - and excel. All of us here today 
already know what Redbook has just recently discovered - that John Eaton is not only one of the 
best schools in DC, but in all of America.

It’s wonderful to see so many friends and advocates who are committed to giving these 
young people one of the greatest gifts we can ever give them: a good education. There is no 
more important work taking place in our nation’s capital than what you do here in these 
classrooms every day on behalf of our children.

First, I want to congratulate everyone here for a highly successful first week of school. 
I’ve been very impressed that every school in the system opened on time (for the first time in four 
years); with teachers ready to teach, students ready to learn; and facilities repaired. And today, 
many of DC’s sixteen new charter schools are opening their doors - another cause for excitement 
and hope. A few weeks ago, Superintendent Ackerman testified on Capitol Hill about her vision 
to “create an exemplary school system that prepares our students for college, for good jobs, and 
for life in the 21st Century.” And from what I’ve seen over the past few months, I have no doubt 
she and all of you will succeed.

Yet even the best schools face difficult challenges. As all of you know too well, some of 
your students had to be moved out of their classrooms into the library last year - because a leaky 
roof made teaching almost impossible. And on some winter days, these bright young students 
would come to a school with no heat — because the boiler didn’t work properly. So I was very 

I’m also pleased to be meeting here in the school library - surrounded by the books that 
will open up the minds of your students, and encourage their love of reading. I understand that 
the parents of this school helped raise funds last year to buy a whole new set of books for this 
library - a lasting investment in the future of these students - and a testament to the level of parent 
participation that has always been the hallmark of John Eaton’s legacy over the years.

Thank you, Lenora [Steinkamp] for that kind introduction, and for your friendship over 
the years. It’s a pleasure to be here at John Eaton School, and to join you and the many other 
committed and inspiring teachers here. It’s an honor to join District Superintendent (Arlene) 
Ackerman, who has done so much to inspire a spirit of reform and renewal in the DC school 
system; our tireless supporters in Congress, Senator Jeffords and Congresswoman Eleanor 
Holmes Norton; and perhaps most important, the students, parents, and friends of John Eaton. A 
special thanks to your principal, Jean Tate, for hosting us today.

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODAHM CLINTON 
SCHOOL MODERNIZATION DAY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 
SEPTEMBER 8, 1998
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We can view these record number of new students as an insurmountable problem. Or we 
can seize this time as an historic opportunity to give each and every one of them a world-Class 
education, so that they can grow up safe and healthy and fully prepared to become active citizens 
in their community, and keep America the greatest land of opportunity and promise in the world.

Schools systems here and around the country are also facing major problems of 
overcrowding — caused in large part because there’s not enough space — or sufficient funding -- 
to build new schools. And again, studies show that students in overcrowded classrooms score 
significantly lower in both math and reading than their counterparts in better facilities.

If we don’t begin solving these problems of deteriorating schools and overcrowded 
classrooms today, we will be overwhelmed by them tomorrow. A new report by the U.S. 
Department of Education reveals that for the third year in a row, record number of America’s 
children are attending schools - and that this dramatic wave of new students will remain high for 
another ten years. Short term solutions won’t work. We must act now to hire new teachers, 
repair aging schools, and build new ones, if our children are to succeed in the 21st Century.

The challenges before us are daunting. First of all, this nation is facing a school facility 
crisis. A 1996 GAO report stated that here in DC, 97 percent of our public schools needed to be 
upgraded or repaired. In fact, one third of all schools in America need extensive repair or should 
be replaced. A recent government report on the state of our nation’s schools informs us that one 
high school’s heating depended on a fireman stoking a coal furnace by hand; raw sewage backed 
up on the lawn of a junior high school because of defective plumbing; and students at an 
elementary school were exposed to chipping and peeling lead paint - and boarded up windows.

pleased to just learn that these problems have been fixed, and kids are now back in their 
classrooms — ready to learn. But as we all know, there is much more that needs to be done here 
and in schools across the country to prepare our students for the 21st Century.

Meeting that challenge is what brings us together this morning. Today, I’m joining the 
President and Cabinet members and other Administration officials who are visiting schools like 
this one in communities nationwide to celebrate “National School Modernization Day.” We’re 
here to underscore the urgent need to improve and modernize our schools and to highlight this 
Administration’s initiatives to meet those needs - by repairing old schools and building new ones; 
creating smaller classes with well trained teachers; and ensuring every school has access to the 
technology of the 21st century.

These examples are taken from schools across the country. But we don’t have to look 
farther than our own backyard to see how disruptive these kinds of conditions can be to the 
quality of teaching and learning in our classrooms. While much work remains to be done, DC’s 
schools are clearly making progress. As you know, all schools opened on time this year because 
many important repairs were made before the school year started. And I’m pleased that the 
Clinton Administration has been your partner in this effort, committing over $60 million on repairs 
and construction throughout the DC public schools over the past year. Yet the job is far from 
finished. It will cost over $2 billion to fully modernize the District’s schools.



And make no mistake -- this Administration is taking up that challenge.

So far. Congress has refused to support these proposals — but there is still a month left in 
this legislative session, and the President believes, as I do, that it’s time to reach across partisan 
lines to give all of America’s children the quality education they deserve.

This year, the Administration has proposed a $22-billion school construction plan to 
renovate, modernize, repair or build 5,000 schools. Half of that assistance would go the 100 
school districts with the most low-income children. Under the President’s plan. District schools 
will receive $85 million for repairs and new construction. The President is also proposing to hire 
100,000 quality new teachers for the first three grades, to help reduce average class size to 18 
students. And he’s asked Congress to fully fund his education technology initiatives -- so that 
every child in America has access to computers and the Internet — the tools of the future. Today, 
only 27 percent of America’s classrooms are wired to the Internet.

Reading is the very foundation of learning - and hiring a reading specialist in every school 
was one of the top recommendations of the National Academy of Sciences as an effective way to 
improve literacy skills. As you know, the President’s America Reads Challenge seeks to ensure 
that every child can read by the end of third grade -- and this grant will clearly help all of you 
meet that important goal and unlock the wonders of these books that surround us here today. 
These funds will also be used to improve the overall quality of teaching by creating a Professional 
development resource center, and by developing a parent and community outreach program. 
Next year, a similar grant will help place a math specialist in every District public school — so that 
we can improve math instruction as well.

The Clinton Administration has strongly supported these reform efforts in the past, so it is 
my particular pleasure and honor today to announce two new grants that will help strengthen and 
sustain your ongoing progress. First, a new $10 million U.S. Department of Education grant will 
help every school in the District of Columbia improve the quality of teaching and learning — 
particularly in the area of reading. Most of these new funds will be used to acquire reading 
specialists in every school — to help teachers develop a strong reading instruction program.

I am also very pleased to announce a $1.8 million award aimed at helping our students 
make that critical transition from the classroom to the work place. This new partnership between 
the city and the U.S. Departments of Labor and Education will encourage academic excellence, 
and open the doors to the high skill, high wage jobs of the future. The entire community must

Here in DC, we are seeing progress toward that goal on every front. Thanks to inspired 
new leadership at the top, committed allies in Congress, and dedicated teachers and parents like 
yourselves, the District is engaged in a concerted school reform initiative based on accountability 
and standards. The result has already led to higher test scores at every grade level, and a highly 
successful Summer enrichment program. I also want to commend Superintendent Ackerman and 
others for a significant investment in teacher training; and a concerted effort to engage parents 
and the community in the education of their children — at home and at school.
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play a role in making sure our kids have a realistic view of what it takes to succeed in the 21st 
Century, and the District’s School to Careers plan does just that - by calling on employers such 
as BellAtlantic, the World Bank, Clyde’s Restaurant Group, the AFL-CIO and city government 
itself to provide adult mentors and work-based learning opportunities.

These federal grants are designed to forther support the District’s comprehensive school 
improvement program to improve the quality of teaching and learning. Among other federal 
initiatives, they build upon a $5 million grant by the Education Department that I announced last 
March, aimed at keeping the doors of 80 DC public schools open this summer, so that 20,000 of 
our young people could take extra academic instruction in reading and math. And I’ve heard that 
program was a resounding success.

There’s an old saying: “Fix the roof when the sun is shining.” The sun is shining on this 
nation right now. Our economy is strong. We have the resources to make these investments in 
our children’s and nation’s future. What better way to invest in that future than by rebuilding and 
modernizing our schools and training new teachers — so that students at John Eaton and every 
school in America can reach their fullest potential and embrace the extraordinary opportunities of 

a new century.

I’m here today to underscore this Administration’s and my own personal commitment to 
stand by you and support your efforts - in whatever way we can - to ensure that the students in 
our nation’s capital receive the world-class education they deserve and need to flourish in the 21st 
Century. Much hard work remains to be done ahead. But today, we see the progress that’s being 
made; we know we’re on the right track; and we recognize that we’re all in this together for the 
long haul.

’ J
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For Hillary Clinton, it was also back to a perennial topic before 
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But try as he might to change the subject, Clinton found the repercussions 
of the Lewinsky affair hard to escape.

Inside, the audience of about 150 was composed of local public 
officials, school board members, education lobbyists and educators. 
They gave the president a warm welcome when he entered the auditorium. 
Students were nowhere to be seen.

Clinton took a motorcade about 22 miles to the Pine Crest Elementary 
School in this leafy suburb to tout his education proposals. He 
left behind a Washington awash in talk that a damaging report 
about the president from independent counsel Ken Starr will be 
released soon.

And as the president's limousine cruised up to the school, it 
passed a bevy of signs held by neighborhood residents, most calling 
on him to resign or stop lying.

BODY:
SILVER SPRING, Md. — With summer vacation and his latest overseas 

jaunt behind him, President Clinton began in earnest Tuesday to 
try to project an image of business-as-usual for a White House 
beset by the Monica Lewinsky scandal, the worst of which may lie 
ahead.

Reno, on the same day she was plugging the president's school 
plans, announced that she was opening a 90-day preliminary investigation 
into whether Clinton tried to circumvent campaign spending limits 
in the 1996 campaign.

He also dispatched his wife, Hillary Rodham Clinton, and his attorney 
general, Janet Reno, to talk up administration education proposals 
at schools in Washington.

Copyright 1998 Gannett Company, Inc. 
USA TODAY
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The first lady was introduced by Lenora Steinkamp, a kindergarten 
teacher at Eaton and a friend of the Clintons from Arkansas.

For some parents, nervous that their children might ask about 
the Clinton's marital situation, that was a relief. "My son would 
have asked her if she wanted a divorce," said Beth Wolf, whose 
son, Andy, is in the fourth grade.

Before a crowd of parents and staff in the school library, she 
praised Eaton as "an exemplary model of public education." She 
then made a brief appearance in the auditorium, where the 400 
students greeted her with joyous whoops. She took no questions 
from children, parents, staff or press.

an audience almost guaranteed to be enthusiastic. She praised 
school modernization at John Eaton elementary school, in the heavily 
Democratic Cleveland Park neighborhood of Washington.

FOCUStm
Search: General News;john eaton elementary school and hillary w/2 clinton

"I am delighted to be here on such a sunny, clear, happy, hopeful 
day," the first lady said, looking composed and fresh in a powder-blue 
suit.
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Wheaton Teenager Leaves Intensive Care

"It's a sign that we're starting to feel comfortable with his progress," spokesman Omar Montejo said.

But those organs also were rejected, and doctors tried again 2 1/2 weeks later.

Sweepstakes to Stop Misleading Statements

6/26/2000 4:01 PM1 of 4

Copyright 1998 The Washington Post 
The Washington Post

Under the terms of the settlement, American Family Publishers of Jersey City will stop its "prompt-pay" 
sweepstakes in Maryland. The sweepstakes requires that an entry be accompanied by a payment for an 
item already ordered, Curran said.

Canal had been in intensive care since he received his first new liver, pancreas, small intestine and 
stomach at the hospital May 15. His body rejected his first transplant, forcing doctors to attempt a rare 
second four-organ transplant on June 2.

Canal had been waiting for a transplant since he was 8 years old, because of a condition in which his 
small intestine twisted and stopped functioning. But he waited for five years before suitable organs 
became available, and his other organs weakened during the long wait, forcing doctors to attempt the 
risky four-organ procedure.

A sweepstakes company will stop making misleading statements on its Maryland sweepstakes mailings, 
Maryland Attorney General J. Joseph Curran Jr. announced yesterday.

Daniel Canal, 13, was transferred to a surgical ward at the University of Miami's Jackson Children's 
Hospital. He had been in the hospital intensive care unit since mid-May as he recovered from his 
multiple organ transplants.

A Wheaton teenager who received an unprecedented number of organ transplants left the intensive care 
unit of a Florida hospital for the first time in more than three months yesterday, a hospital spokesman 
said.
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Rain Offers a Respite — but That's About It

And on the 20th day, it rained. Finally.

VIRGINIA

Testing of Stream for Pollutants to Expand

Goose Carcasses Likely Left by Hunters

The carcasses of 15 Canada geese were found on the grounds of The Washington Post's Springfield plant 

6/26/2000 4:01 PM2 of 4

The company also will stop mailing promotional material implying that Maryland consumers' odds of 
winning are increased by buying magazine subscriptions and other items, the attorney general said.

Four Northern Virginia jurisdictions that share Four Mile Run have agreed to expand testing of the 
stream for pollutants, including fecal coliform.

The drought that began in mid-August officially ended overnight Monday as Reagan National Airport 
recorded .34 inch of rain, the National Weather Service said yesterday. Baltimore-Washington 
International and Dulles International airports got even wetter, with both recording at least half an inch.

The agreement among Alexandria, Falls Church and Arlington and Fairfax counties is intended to 
reduce the high levels of pollutants that have been found in recent years in the stream.

Under the terms of the settlement, the company must publish a statement saying customers are not 
required to purchase anything to be eligible for a prize. The company also agreed to pay $ 50,000 to 
cover the costs of the state's inquiry.

The sweepstakes, endorsed by celebrities Ed McMahon and Dick Clark, features prizes up to $ 11 
million. American Family Enterprises is jointly owned by Time Inc. and a group of private investors.

The precipitation was a welcome respite but hardly enough to make a real difference to bone-dry lawns 
and gardens. Nor can Weather Service meteorologist Jim Travers offer much hope for a repeat any time 
soon. The forecast, he said, calls for dry conditions into next week.

Several of the localities pay for occasional testing of the 10-mile stream by their own officials. But the 
new system will establish a long-term regional testing effort, with permanent testing stations.
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last week, and Fairfax animal control officials said yesterday that they were likely left there by hunters.

THE DISTRICT

Schools to Get $ 12 Million in U.S. Grants

School Trustee Board to Hold Public Session

QUOTE OF THE DAY

"It struck me one day that I can't fix this place. I really underestimated the problems. They really are 

6/26/2000 4:01 PM3 of 4

The D.C. public school system will receive nearly $ 12 million this school year in federal grants to help 
its reform efforts, first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton announced yesterday at John Eaton Elementary 
School in Northwest Washington.

Most of a $ 10 million grant from the Department of Education will be used to fund reading specialists 
for schools in the 146-school system that do not have them, and to pay for additional reading services for 
schools that already have reading specialists.

The geese were discovered in three bags with their breasts cut out on Sept. 2, leading investigators to 
initially suspect illegal hunting. But the investigators later found that nonmigratory geese hunting season 
had begun Sept. 1, a week earlier than usual.

This is one of the last meetings that will be held in the Presidential Building. The school administration 
is moving within the next month to a new building at 825 North Capitol St. NE.

The Education and Labor departments also are giving city schools nearly $ 2 million to better prepare 
students for jobs by placing on-site school-to-career coordinators in each high school. Clinton said her 
husband's administration will ask Congress for an additional $ 10 million next year to place math 
specialists in each school.

"We know without a doubt that reading is the foundation of learning," said Clinton, who appeared at the 
school with Superintendent Arlene Ackerman and other officials.

The elected D.C. Board of Education, which lost most of its power when the financial control board 
created the trustees panel in late 1996, will hold its next open public meeting at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 16 at 
Slowe Elementary School, 1404 Jackson St. NE. The school board retains oversight of charter schools.

The D.C. Emergency Transitional Education Board of Trustees will hold a public working session at 7 
p.m. today in the 12th floor board room of school headquarters in the Presidential Building, 415 12th St. 
NW. The appointed trustees, which advise the D.C. financial control board on school operations, will 
discuss the opening of schools, ongoing repair work and other subjects.
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systemic. We're not structured in a way to get work done." 

— D.C. Police Chief Charles H. Ramsey on his plans to reorganize the police department.
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mputers and the Internet.

His proposal also includes high national standards, more accountability for 

teachers, more school choice through charter schools, reading tutors for children who are

America's children are returning to school at a time of unprecedented 

technological development that is changing the way all of us live, work and even learn. 

The world is growing smaller, and if our children are to take advantage of the 

opportunities and meet the challenges that lie ahead, we must make sure their education 

is the best we can provide.

The world may be growing smaller, but according to a new report from the 

Department of Education, our school-age population is growing larger. Total public and 

private school enrollment this fall could top 52.7 million students, surpassing last year's 

high by 500,000. By 2008, 54.3 million students will be enrolled in our elementary and 

secondary schools.

Many school districts are dealing not only with overcrowded schools but also with 
^Fumbling facilities. According to a 1996 General Accounting Office report, one-third of all 

schools in America need extensive repair or replacement of one or more buildings. If we 

don't begin solving the problems of deteriorating and overcrowded classrooms today, we 

will be overwhelmed by them tomorrow.

This week, I joined the President, Cabinet members and other Administration 

officials who were visiting schools across the country to mark "National School

Modernization Day." I visited John Eaton School here in Washington, which Redbook 

magazine has named one of the best schools in America. But even there, students had to 

move out of classrooms into the library last year because a leaky roof made teaching all 

but impossible. And, on some winter days, students came to school to find no heat 

because the boiler didn't work properly.

As part of the President's balanced budget, he has proposed a comprehensive 

education agenda that includes a $22 billion school construction plan to renovate, 

modernize, repair or build more than 5,000 schools. The President's plan would also 

help schools hire 100,000 new teachers for the first three grades to help reduce average 

class size to 18 students. And it would ensure that every child in America has access to

TALKING ITOVER

”Y HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

PLEASE: WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1998, AND THEREAFTER

It's that time of year again -- children all over America are going back to school. 

Some are excited. Some are apprehensive. More than a few are sorry to see summer 

end.
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falling behind, before- and after-school programs, summer job programs, and better and 

^afer child care.
' This week, members of Congress returned to Washington to complete work on the 

13 appropriations bills that fund the federal government -- bills that could profoundly 

affect the kind of schools our children attend and the education they receive.

Unfortunately, the Republican House bill to finance the Departments of Labor

Health and Human Services, and Education would seriously erode the efforts my 

husband has made to improve our nation's schools.

Last week, however, the Senate Appropriations Committee rejected the extreme 

cuts of the House version, supporting funding of much of the President's program. But 

there is still more that needs to be done. In the few weeks remaining in this

Congressional session, there is time to reach across partisan lines to give all of

America's children the quality education they deserve.

We must work together to improve reading programs, provide tutors to students 

who need extra help, and offer more before- and after-school programs. We must work 

together to fully fund Head Start for preschoolers and to prepare disadvantaged children 

for college. And we must work together to fund the President's Hispanic education 

■jjitiative, which is designed to help Hispanic students master English and academic 

bjects and encourage them to stay in school longer.

There's an old saying: "Fix the roof when the sun is shining." The sun is shining on 

our country today. We are enjoying the lowest unemployment rate in 28 years, the lowest 

crime rate in 25 years and the first balanced budget in 29 years. Now is the time to fix the 

roofs, repair the boilers, and replace the outdated and deteriorating buildings. Now is the 

time to act, not the time to retreat.

The President's proposals invest in people while maintaining a balanced budget 

and protecting any surplus until we have a long-term solution for Social Security. His 

comprehensive education agenda will carry us into the 21st century with a strong 

economy and a skilled and competitive work force.

The school year of 1998-99 will be the last of this century. It is time for us all, 

Democrats and Republicans, to work together to make sure that this budget, also the last 

of the century, helps our schools and our children prepare for the challenges ahead.

To find out more about Hillary Rodham Clinton and read her past columns, visit the 

Creators Syndicate web page at www.creators.com.
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September 15,1998

SCHOOL EVENT AT MARE H. REED COMMUNITY LEARNING CENTER

DATE:

PURPOSEI.

BACKGROUNDn.
I

r-

PARTICEANTSin.

i

11:00 a.m.
Ellen McCulloch-Lovell

Marie H. Reed is a D.C. elementary school (through 6th grade) in Adams Morgan. 
Several years ago, their in-school instrumental music program was cut because of budget 
concerns. After hearing about the VH1 “Save the Music” program, music teacher Allan 
Clipper, with the cooperation of Superintendent Arlene Ackerman and Principal John 
Sparrow, crafted an application to have the school receive a donation of musical 
instruments. Part of the proposal was a commitment to bring the in-school program back. 
This event will mark the delivery of the new instruments and the reinstatement of the 
instrumental music program. Two other D.C. schools are also receiving donations (a 
total of $100,000 in value) and their representatives will attend this event: Persephone 
Brown and Patricia Adams from Gage Eckington Preparatory Enterprise School; and 
Annie Mair and Eleni Yelanis from Cleveland Tri-school Learning Academy.

As part of your leadership to restore arts education in the schools, you will visit Marie H. 
Reed to participate in the donation from VH1 “Save the Music.” You will address the 
student body and recognize the cooperative efforts by the school Superintendent and 
VH1. You will also view a children’s art exhibit and have a meet and greet with event 
participants in the adjoining room before proceeding to the auditorium for the event.

September 17,1998
LOCATION: Marie H. Reed Elementary

TIME:
FROM:

Meet and Greet Participants:
Pam Alexander - Music Coordinator, DC School System
Cecilia D. Brady - Asst Principal Marie H. Reed
Allan Clipper - Music Teacher, Marie H. Reed
Darrel Williams - Art Teacher, Marie H. Reed
Persephone Brown - Principal, Gage Eckington Preparatory Enterprise School 
Patricia Adams - Music teacher. Gage Eckington Preparatory Enterprise School 

c



PRESS PLANTIV.

Open Press

SEQUENCE OF EVENTSV.

ll:00a.m

Proceed to the entry hall to view a children’s art exhibit

Proceed to a meet and greet in adjoining room

11:15 am

Program Begins11:20 ami.

School musicians perform 
•

Principal John Sparrow welcomes guests11:23 a.m.

Superintendent Ackerman speaks11:24 a.m.

Student testimonial given by Troy Morrice Boston11:26 a.m.

VH1 President John Sykes makes remarks11:28 a.m.

John Sykes introduces Brad Anderson, General Manager of District

YOU take five questions from VH1 news crew (Stage participants remain, 
other meet and greet participants exit)

Annie Mair - Principal, Cleveland Tri-school Learning Academy
Eleni Yelanis - Music teacher, Cleveland Tri-school Learning Academy
Gerson Rosenbloom - Chairman, NAMM (International Music Products Association) 
Jeff Gaspin - Senior VP of Production and Progamming, VH1
Hillary Rosen - Recording Industry Association of America

■f

Event Participants:.
John Sparrow, Principal Marie H. Reed Community Learning Center
Arlene Ackerman, Superintendent
John Sykes, President VEH
Brad Anderson, General Manager of District Cablevision
Babyface, Recording artist
Troy Morrice Boston, Sixth grade student at Marie H. Reed Elementary school

Arrive at the Marie H. Reed Community Learning Center, met at curb side 
by Principal Dr. John Sparrow and VH1 President John Sykes



Cablevision

Brad Anderson makes remarks11:31 a.m.

John Sykes introduces artist Baby Face11:33 a.m.

Baby Face makes remarks and possibly performs11:34 a.m.

11:39 a.m.

YOU make remarks11:42 a.m.

11:48 a.m.

Program ends with presentation photo11:51 aan.

YOU greet audience members at rope line

12:00 p.m.

YOU will make impromptu greetings

YOU depart12:15 p.m.

REMARKSVI.

To be provided by Speechwriters

ATTACHMENTSVH.

5 Questions to be asked by the VH1 News Crew

Bios

School brief: Marie H. Reed

'i

*:■

John Sykes joins YOU at the podium and presents a check to 
Superintendent Ackerman and several of the children

■"X

A

John Sykes announces VHl’s 10 year commitment to “Save the Music” 

and introduces YOU

YOU, Dr. Sparrow, John Sykes and possibly Babyface proceed to 
“Teaming Center 2" - a large space where the other members of the 
student body have gathered
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3. Who is your favorite artist and why?

4. We are producing a program on the top 100 greatest women artists of all 
time. Who would you consider to be the greatest female musical artist of all time 
and why?

5. Which artist is currently in your CD player and why do you like that artist?

.... •

Hillary Clinton questions for 9/16/98 [10
i/iAMedla. U<s Afref-rfr^ /-

1. As you know, VH1’s Save The Music program is dedicated to raising 
awareness about music education and raising funds to provide instruments to 
schools whose music programs have been cut back. Please explain why you 
chose to participate in today’s event and why it’s important

2. Tell me about your commitment to arts education and why we should ail be
committed? .
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Dr. John Sparrow - Principal of Marie H. Reed 
Community Learning Center

»

Dr. Sparrow has been in the school system for 37 years. Twenty-two years as a school 
administrator and 10 as Marie Reed Principal. He has long been a proponent of arts education, 
believing in the concept that the arts support learning across the curriculum. When the District 
System decided, about 8 years ago, to remove the instrumental music program from elementary 
schools and shift the instruments to middle and high schools, Mr. Sparrow enlisted community 
support to acquire instruments and insure the school would be able to retain an instrumental 
program, if only in reduced scale on an after school basis. The VH1 gift is the catalyst for 

bringing the in-school program back.



Arlene Ackerman has served in public education for 28 years. Her work experiences
include classroom teacher al both the elementary and middle school levels; principal at the 
middle school level; Director, Upward Bound Program for first generation college-bound

May J. 1998
■ I

)

ARLENE ACKERMAN
Superintendent

District of Columbia Public Schools

Fellow (Urban Superintendents Program).

Ms. Ackerman is currently pursuing her doctorate in Administration, Planning and Social 
Policy through (he Harvard Graduate School of Education, Urban Superintendents 
Program.

sludentN', Director, Basic Skills Academy for at-risk high school youth; Assistant 
Superintendent, Special Services, Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction and 
Academic Achievement; Deputy Superintendenl/Chief Academic Officer, and currently. 
Superintendent. Ms. Ackerman possesses a strong leadership background with an 
unparalleled blend of academic credentials and professional accomplishments.

Ms. Ackerman is affiliated with such organizations as Phi 1X1 la Kappa (Harvard University 
Chapter), the Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development, American 
Association of School Administrators, Private Industry Council (Advisory Board 
Member), Seattle University (Dean’s Advisory Board), and Seattle Pacific University 
(Superintendents Preparation Program Advisory Board).

Also. Ms. Ackerman has been honored in Who’s Who in American Colleges and 
Universities, and has received numerous honors and awards including Uniquely University 
City Award for Outstanding Service, Apple for the Teacher Award (lota Lambda Sorority),



••

John Sykes - President VHJ

■ X

I

John joined VH1 in 1994 as the latest step in a distinguished career in the music and 
television industry. Since his arrival VH1 has emerged as one of the fastest growing 
cable channels in the country. John Sykes was also one of the co-founders of MTV. 
During the 1980's he was as entertainment executive with CAA. He went on to become 
president of Champion Entertainment managing the careers of such artists as John 
Mellencamp and Maria Carey among others. He went on to become President of Chryslis 
Records and later Executive Vice President of EMI publishing where he developed such 

artists as the Stone Temple Pilot and County Crows.

V 
•F
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Martin, age nine and a daughter, Only, age 7. Brad and Robin are actively involved in their
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Bradley E. Anderson 
-Blo-

Brad Anderson has served as General Manager of District Cablevision since November 1997.

Communications from Wake Forest University. He also studied for a Ph.D. at Bowling Green 
State[university. For many years, Brad sat on the Board of the Undenwocd Alumni Association.

Brad and his wife Robin recently celebrated their tenth wedding anniversary. a s0'1’
Martin, age nine and a daughter, Emily, age 7. Brad and Robin are actively involved in their 

children’s scholastic and athletic activities.

Brad was invited to come to District Cablevision because of his reputation for Improving the 
operations of underperforming cable systems.

From 1*3 to 1997 Brad was Chief Executive Offer and General ^n*^Ca“’ i. 

sSsESHSSSSSixs- 

was responsible for franchise renewals nationally. From 1986 to 1993 Brad was General 
Manager of Viacom’s Milwaukee, Wl area cable systems.

During his career in cable. Brad has sat on numerous boards and committees Including the

Cable, Kaitz Fellows and panels at CTAM and the Western Show.

Prior to joining the cable industry, Brad had a various jobs in government relations, radio and 

television broadcasting and academia.

Brad bolds a BS In communications Arts ftwh ’cl n*^ -

Commui

Wisconsin Cable Association, the California Cable Association, and currently, the 
Maryland/Delaware/DC Cable Association. For several years, he was a member of the Western 

Show planning committee.

Brad regularly addresses groups and associations on cable related matters including Women In



SourceChannel - Babyface http://www.sourcechannel.eom/4/babyfcel.htm

1

high school. His first break came in a group called The Deele in 1983, which is where he got his 
nickname "Babyface" (from Bootsy Collins) and met Antonio "L.A." Reid. After three Deele album

music scene of touring and promoting. "If it was my choice, I would do the record and that would be 
it.” In his standard humble form he admits, "I don't listen to any of my records once I'm done with

celebrity discussion list. i i ■

a -I 
> J

them. If something comes on the radio I turn the station." That may contribute to why he is still not a 
household name to everyone. But he doesn't mind that it stays that way.

. - ‘ I ;:
Biography by Chris Perez. Click here for the Ultimate Babyface. Join SourceChannel Fame; the 
celebritv discussion list.

Headlines | Celebrity Profiles | Email Bulletin | New Additions | About SourceChannel | Contact

Kenneth "Babyface" Edmonds - Born April 10, 1959 (Indianapolis, IN)
Writing and producing hits for some of the biggest names in pop and R&B 
music, Kenneth "Babyface" Edmonds hasn't done so bad for himself either.
His resume includes work with modern legends Michael Jackson, Whitney
Houston, Mariah Carey, Madonna, Aretha Franklin, Gladys Knight, Lionel
Richie, Sheena Easton, Boyz II Men, Eric Clapton, and Stevie Wonder. He's 
sparked careers for the likes of TLC, Toni Braxton, Paula Abdul, Jon B., and
After 7. But he's in pretty good company of his own having tied Michael
Jackson's record of 12 Grammy nominations in one year, as well as having 
won Grammies as a writer, producer, and singer. He also has the distinction 

of having more non-classical Grammy nominations in the 1990's than any lS? 
other artist, writer, or producer. Yet despite the over 100 hits he's written, ■ 
produced, and performed, he continues to stay in the background and shy htl 

away from the spotlight.

Coming from a very talented family (two of his five brothers formed the group After 7), the left-handed 
guitarist started writing songs when he was 11, and played in his brother's bands in their Indianapolis 
high school. His first break came in a group called The Deele in 1983, which is where he got his 
nickname "Babyface" (from Bootsy Collins) and met Antonio "L.A." Reid. After three Deele albums, 
L.A. and Babyface split off to become arguably the most successful writing and producing team in the 
late 80's/early 90's (along with Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis), racking up hit after hit and award after 
award. They started their own record label in 1991 - LaFace Records - which has become an R&B 
and rap frontrunner since it's introduction (spawning very successful careers for TLC, Toni Braxton, 
Usher, Tony Rich, and OutKast). However, the two hitmakers went their creative ways in 1993, 
shortly after they collaborated together on Babyface's fourth solo album. Kenny started writing and 
producing on his own, but the awards and honors continued to flood in.

In 1995, Babyface undertook a large project. Not only did he write and produce all of the songs for 
the entire soundtrack, but he also composed all of the music for the movie 'Waiting To Exhale' 
starring Whitney Houston. Since then, Babyface, and his wife Tracey (whom he met in 1990 on a 
video shoot), began expanding their horizons into the world of film. They opened up their production 
company Edmonds Entertainment and struck gold on their first try as executive producers for the 
movie 'Soul Food'. Since then, the movie projects have been piling up, and Babyface's work on l 
movie soundtracks continues to flourish.

MTV's Unplugged series gave Babyface his first mainstream opportunity at an extended live 
performance in 1997, For the show, he managed to pull together a star-studded line-up including Eric 
Clapton, Stevie Wonder, Shanice, K-Ci & JoJo, and his brothers from After 7. The 90-minute show 
was also released as an album later that year and hit gold.

Even with several gold and multi-platinum albums to his own name, Babyface isn't into the whole



*

DR. MS.

f

Troy Morrice Boston

t

v • r.

RSSD COJCiUNITY LEARNING CENTER

N.W.

CECELIA D. BRADY 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Troy Morrice Boston II Is an eleven year old sixth grade student at Marie H. Reed 
Community Learning Center. He is the only child of Michelle Boston. Troy Is a 
conscientious student whose extra curricula Interests Include karate and dance. He 
has the the unique distinction of holding a first degree black belt In Karate and 
participating in the residency program with the Dance Theater of Harlem In New York. 
His musical interests include playing the drums with the Marie Reed Drum Corps. His 
academic skills have been significantly enhanced by his musical exposure and 
participation.

naris h. :------- -----------------
2200 CHAMPLAIN STREET,

> WASHINGTON, D.C. 20 QOS
202-673-7308

JOHN B. SPARROW 
PRINCIPAL
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Chapter I Schoolvide Project 
r-—-----------------
struetlon, staff development?

Enrichment activities, designed

»

students whose performance is
These students

are Instructed in Spanish as a second UneuLI St' students
receive fnetrucclons in sign language. The Cam./! ? ^ and monolingual 
Chapter I Schoolwlde Project are M  fomar School Development Med-

a Community Center., Bishop Marie H’SReed

-j In rscogni- 
e reality in

to Sixth Grade in a multi-cultural
continuous

MARIE H. REED COMMUNITY LEARNING, CENTER 
2200 Champlain Street. N. W. 

Washington, D. C, 2OQQ9

eate, are provided 'hiough ehrfJllwl«0;r2r™n';/JU1Jy. 5° Ehlnk an«* communi-

Marie H.Rsed Community Learning Center (formerly Morgan Community School) 
born of the idea that a school should be c T 
was the first elected Chairtian of the Morgan Community School Board, 
Cion of her dream, Marie H. Reed Community Learning Center became j. 

September, 1977 and was named in her honor. The school incorporated the

neighborhood.

Karie H. Reed School la a Multi-Cultural Institution located In the Adems Ma»nn 
Neighborhood of K. W, Washington, D. C. The student population Of 562 ie ethni­
cally, socially and economically diversified rapresenting 22 different twtion- 
allclas and countries speaking 7 different languages. There are 104 educational 
and support staff members who Serve these students.

The Mission of this Child Centered School is to provide a viable and comprehensive 
Instruccional program for students In Head Start c; ~
environment by establishing high-quality programs and practices with 
experiences designed to support the full development of each child.

The Instructional Program is baaed on the assumption that all children can achieve 
«yleeeind Siedrai e*Perl8ne« appropriate to the level, of competence, learning

_ about schoolwide improvements in^curriculum^n-' 
re-organiaaclon and action research.

to enhance
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PHONE

PRESS ADVANCE: CALEB SHREVE

PHONE

PRESS ADVANCE: DOUG SMITH

SCHEDULER:

PREV RON

10:50 am

11: 00 ARRIVE Marie H. Reed Community Learning Centeram

11:05
11:15

ST.REGIS HOTEL
LEAD ADVANCE:

NOTE: The First Lady views children's art exhibits 
in the entry hallway.

CNP DINNER
LEAD ADVANCE:

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1998

GREETERS: Dr. John Sparrow, Principal
John Sykes, President, VH-1

JACK MURRAY
202/493-9708

800-800-7759

am-
am

STEPHANIE BAKER
202/606-5000 X240

DEPART South Portico
EN ROUTE Marie H. Reed Community Learning Center 
[drive time: 10 minutes]

EVAN RYAN 
202/456-6751
202/456-5340
202/483-0383

______________ WHCA PAGER
The White House

MWITU NDUGU 
202/456-5319

PHONE 
FAX
HOME 
#4223

PHONE
PAGER

MEET & GREET
Living Room
Marie H. Reed Community Learning Center
Hold: Assistant Principal's Office
Phone: 202/673-7308
Fax: 202/673-3410
Staff Hold: Principal's Office
CLOSED PRESS/WH PHOTO

FINAL______________________________
WASHINGTON, DC______________

_____ VH-1/MARIE REED SCHOOL

LEAD ADVANCE:



SEPTEMBER 17, 1998

PAGE 2

-Superintendent Arlene Ackerman makes remarks.

-Brad Anderson makes remarks.

-John Sykes introduces BabyFace.

-BabyFace makes remarks..

*

-The First Lady makes remarks.

-The First Lady proceeds to the overflow room.

-The First Lady departs.

11:20 am-
12:15 pm

-John Sykes, President, VH-1, makes remarks and 
introduces Brad Anderson, DC Cable.

-Troy Boston III, student, makes remarks and 
introduces John Sykes, President, VH-1.

-John Sykes announces VH-l’s 10 year Millenium 
commitment to Save the Music, and introduces the 
First Lady.

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
THURSDAY,

-John Sykes makes the check presentation to
Superintendent Ackerman, while the First Lady 

remains standing next to them.

FORMAT:
-Dr. John Sparrow, Principal, makes welcoming
remarks and introduces Superintendent Ackerman.

VH-1 ANNOUNCEMENT
Marie H. Reed Community Learning Center
Hold: Assistant Principal's Office
Phone: 202/673-7308
Fax: 202/673-3410
Staff Hold: Principal's Office
OPEN PRESS

OPTION:
-The First Lady makes very brief remarks in the 
overflow room.



SEPTEMBER 17, 1998

PAGE 3

CONTACT: Ellen Lovell 202/395-7200

12:20 pm

12:25 pm ARRIVE St. Regis Hotel

-Oscar de la Renta introduces the First Lady.

-The First Lady makes brief remarks.

PARTICIPANTS: 75 guests expected.

CONTACT: Nadine Hogan 703/683-3909

12:55 pm

1:00 pm ARRIVE South Portico

12:30 pm-
12:50 pm

PARTICIPANTS: 150 students in the auditorium.
150 students in the overflow.

-The First Lady has the option of working a 
ropeline on departure.

DEPART St. Regis Hotel
EN ROUTE The White House 
[drive time: 5 minutes]

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
THURSDAY,

GREETERS: Oscar de la Renta
Nadine Hogan, Chairperson, Christmas in 
September

Tiffany Soltz, St. Regis Hotel

DEPART Marie H. Reed Community Learning Center 
EN ROUTE St. Regis Hotel
[drive time: 5 minutes]

FORMAT:
-The First Lady proceeds to reception room.

CHRISTMAS IN SEPTEMBER RECEPTION
Reception Room
St. Regis Hotel
Hold: TBD
Phone: TBD
Fax: TBD
CLOSED PRESS/WH PHOTO
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(b)(6)

CONTACT: (b)(6)

-Michael Jordan makes remarks.

-John Sykes, President of VH1 makes remarks.

2:15 pm-
3:05 pm

-The First Lady makes welcoming remarks and 
introduces Michael Jordan, CEO of CBS.

2:00 pm-
2:05 pm

1:05 pm-
1:20 pm

2:05 pm-
2:15 pm

DROP-BY with
Map Room
CLOSED PRESS/WH PHOTO

ARTS IN SCHOOLS EVENT
Outside Sculpture Garden
OPEN PRESS

MEET & GREET
Diplomatic Reception Room
CLOSED PRESS/WH PHOTO

PARTICIPANTS:
The First Lady
Ellen Lovell
Capricia Marshall

PARTICIPANTS:
The First Lady
Michael Jordan, CEO, CBS
John Sykes, President, VH-1
Gordon Ambach, Executive Director, Council of

State School Officers
Mr. and Mrs. Cohen

BRIEFING
Map Room
CLOSED PRESS/WH PHOTO

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
THURSDAY,

FORMAT:
-The First Lady is announced onto the stage from 

the Sculpture Garden accompanied by stage
participants.



PAGE 5

Mr.

and Mrs. Cohen make remarks.-Mr.

First Lady introduces music student Elwin

PARTICIPANTS: 120 guests expected.

CONTACT: Jennifer Klein 202/456-2599

7:25 pm

4:00 pm-
5:00 pm

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1998

-The First Lady thanks everyone and invites the 
audience to a reception in the Sculpture Garden.

CONTACT: Capricia Marshall 202/456-7136
Ellen Lovell 202/395-7200

-Elwin Arraya makes remarks from the jazz 
ensemble's set up and plays one song.

PRIVATE MEETING
Map Room
CLOSED PRESS/WH PHOTO

-The
Arraya.

DEPART South Portico
EN ROUTE Ronald Reagan Building

PARTICIPANTS:
The First Lady
Secretary Donna Shalala
Melanne Verveer
Jennifer Klein
Nicole Rabner
Neera Tanden
Jinn Rosewater, HHS
Mary Bourdette, HHS
Olivia Golden, HHS

-Gordon Ambach makes remarks and introduces 
and Mrs. Cohen.

-The First Lady introduces Gordon Ambach, 
Executive Director, Council of State School 

Officers.



THURSDAY,

[drive time: 5 minutes]

PAGE 6

7:30 pm ARRIVE Ronald Reagan Building

-Invocation, Reverend Canon Robert J. Brooks.

-Dinner is served.7:50 pm-8:40 pm

-Video Tribute.

-Secretary Albright presents the Muskie Award to

-Mack McLarty makes brief remarks and introduces 
Secretary Madeleine Albright.

-Secretary Albright introduces the video tribute 
to the First Lady.

GREETERS:
Maureen Steinbruner, President, CNP
Michael Barnes, Chair, CNP

7:40 pm-
9:40 pm

-Maureen Steinbruner, President of CNP, makes 
welcoming remarks and introduces Michael Barnes, 
CNP Chair.

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
SEPTEMBER 17, 1998

FORMAT:
-Ruth Harkin makes welcoming remarks and

introduces the Reverend Canon Robert J. Brooks 
for the invocation.

-Michael Barnes makes brief remarks and introduces 
Mack McLarty.

-Ruth Harkin makes brief remarks and recognizes 
Dinner Vice Chairs, Members of Congress, and The 
Muskie Family.

CENTER FOR NATIONAL POLICY DINNER 
Atrium
Ronald Reagan Building
Hold: Coatroom
Phone: TBD
OPEN PRESS



THURSDAY,

the First Lady.

-The First Lady makes remarks.
PAGE 7

-Ruth Harkin thanks the First Lady and everyone.

-The First Lady departs.

PARTICIPANTS: 550 guests expected.

CONTACT: Jill Mittelhauser 202/682-1800

9:45 pm

9:50 pm ARRIVE South Portico

The White HouseRON

showers.
High 88.

NOTE: On departure, the First Lady does a photo 
with CNP volunteers.

DEPART Ronald Reagan Building
EN ROUTE The White House 
[drive time: 5 minutes]

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
SEPTEMBER 17, 1998

WEATHER FOR WASHINGTON, DC: Variably cloudy and cooler with rain 
Winds west to northwest at 6 to 12 knots. Low 72.
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September 15,1998

ARTS EDUCATION EVENT

I. PURPOSE

BACKGROUNDn.

2:00 p.m.
Ellen McCulloch-Lovell

You are providing leadership to coalitions of schools, cultural institutions, foundations, 
businesses and parents who are joining together in many communities to make the arts a 
part of every child’s education.

Highlights of the Partnership’s commitment have included successes by current partners 
such as the Head Start Bureau, and new members such as the CBS and Americans for the 
Arts and VHl’s Save the Music Millennium Commitment. The Head Start Bureau is 
now creating materials to assist its centers to implement creative learning experiences for 
their children. CBS has announced the creation of Youth Arts USA, a national, multi-

As part of your call to action to get the arts back into the schools, you will host a 
ceremony in the Sculpture Garden that focuses on the important role of the arts in 
education. While addressing members of the National Arts Education Partnership and 
other guests you will make the case for the arts in children’s development, cite important 
research evidence, and note key partners who have advanced the cause. You will 
welcome new partners, including CBS and VH1 who have pledged new support to arts 
education and announce a series of other commitments.

Since the inauguration of the Goals 2000: Educate America Act of 1994, the Clinton 
Administration has continually strengthened its commitment to arts education. Goals 
2000 added “arts” to the core subjects listed among the National Education Goals. In 
1995, the National Endowment for the Arts and the U.S. Department of Education 
established the National Arts Education Partnership to assist national, state and local arts 
education advocates to include arts within the educational system. Since its conception in 
1995 this consortium of education, business, and government organizations, under the 
umbrella of the Chief State School Officers, has directed at least $10 million in awards to 
local art advocates. The success of the Partnership has allowed the program to expand on 
its initial Goals 2000 implementation, but has also led to a handbook on Partnerships for 
Arts Learning, which will be ready by spring of 1999.

DATE: September 17,1998
LOCATION: Sculpture Garden
TIME:
FROM:



ni. PARTICIPANTS

PRESS PLANIV.

Open Press

SEQUENCE OF EVENTSV.

2:00 p.m. for briefing

year effort of Americans for the Arts to bring much-needed attention to the value of the 
arts in lives of children. VH1 plans to raise $1 million in donated instruments to schools 
over the next 10 years.

Pre-brief participants:
Ellen McCulloch-Lovell 
Sarah Howes

Event Participants:
Michael Jordon, CEO of CBS
John Sykes, President of VH1
Gordon Ambach, Executive Director, Council of State School Officers
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth and Valerie Cohen, parents from Queens school district 
Andrew Rose, music student

Meet and Greet participants:
Michael Jordan, CBS
John Sykes, VH1
Gordon Ambach, Council of Chief State School Officers
Kenneth Cohen
Valerie Cohen
Dick Deasy, Arts Education Partnership
Bob Lynch, Americans for the Arts
Bob Morrison, VH1
Jeanne Butler, Keenan Institute for the Arts, Executive Director of A+ Schools 
Alberta Arthurs, Keenan Institute for the Arts Board member 
Jane Polin, GE Fund
Diann Berry, Binney and Smith, Inc.
Bill Ivey, Chairman, National Endowment for the Arts
Scott Shanklin-Peterson, Senior Deputy Chair, National Endowment for the Arts 
Terry Peterson, Counselor to the Secretary, U.S. Department of Education

Arrive at Map Room



2:05 p.m. Proceed to the Diplomatic Reception Room to meet event participants

2:10 p.m.

Program Begins

Gordon Ambach speaks briefly about partnership efforts in schools.

YOU introduce music student Andrew Rose

3:05 p.m.
line

REMARKSVI.

To be provided by Speechwriters

ATTACHMENTSvn.

Recent History of Arts Education

YOU return to the lectern to introduce Gordon Ambach, Executive 
Director, Council of State School Officers

John Sykes, President of VH1 proceeds to the lectern and makes remarks 
about “Save the Music”

Andrew Rose makes remarks from the jazz ensemble’s set up and plays 

one song.

YOU are announced on stage from the Sculpture Garden accompanied by 
stage participants

Michael Jordon speaks about CBS and Americans for the Arts new public 
education campaign and returns to his seat

On conclusion of the event, YOU have the option of working a receiving 
in the Sculpture Garden or departing to the Residence

YOU thank everyone and invite the audience to a reception in the 
Sculpture Garden

Kenneth and Valerie Cohen each make brief testimonial. He serves on his 
local school board; she heads the PT A. They have two children in the 
school system.

YOU make welcoming remarks and introduce Michael Jordon, CEO of 
CBS
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Statistical Summary: Involvement in the Arts and Success in Secondary School

Bios

I

“Exploring the Relationship between Music and Abstract Reasoning” by Dr. Francis H. 
Rauscher
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SCHEDULER:

The White HousePREV RON

9:15am

9:35am

11:10am

11:25am DEPART Denver International Airport 
VIA Motorcade
EN ROUTE Merle Chambers' Residence
4750 South Dahlia Street
Cherry Hill, Colorado
[Drive time: 35 minutes]

GREETERS:
Rebecca Hernreich
Mary Alice Driver
Ben Clarke, State Representative
Dolores Dickman
Allegra Haynes, President, Denver City Council
Rob Hernandez, State Senator
Gloria Leyba, State Representative
Frana Mace, State Representative
Gil Romero, State Representative
Brendan McGuire
Gloria Tanner, State Senator

WHEELS DOWN Denver International Airport
FBO: AMR Combs
Phone: 303/342-5600
Fax: 303/342-5903
CLOSED PRESS/CLOSED PUBLIC

DEPART South Portico
VIA Motorcade
EN ROUTE Andrews Air Force Base
[Drive time: 20 minutes]

WHEELS UP Andrews Air Force Base
EN ROUTE Denver International Airport, Denver, CO
[Flight time: 3 hours, 35 minutes]
[Time change: -2 hours]
[Meal: Breakfast]

PRESS ADVANCE: LISA STRASSBURG

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1998
PAGE 2

PHONE
FAX

HOME 
#4781

WENDY ARENDS
202/456-7007 

202/456-5340
202/518-8209

WHCA PAGER



SEPTEMBER 24, 1998

12:00pm ARRIVE Merle Chambers' Residence

FORMAT:

Gail Schoettler makes remarks.

Merle Chambers introduces Dottie Lamm.

Dottie Lamm makes remarks.

Merle Chambers introduces the First Lady.

The First Lady makes remarks.

The First Lady departs.

PARTICIPANTS: 150-200 guests

12:05pm-
12:40pm

The First Lady, accompanied by Dottie Lamm 
and Gail Schoettler, is announced into the 

room by Merle Chambers.

Upon conclusion, the First Lady has the 
option of working a ropeline right to left.

Merle Chambers makes welcoming remarks and 
introduces Gail Schoettler.

GREETERS:
Dottie Lamm
Gail Schoettler
Merle Chambers
Hugh Grant
Jim Lyons
Marsha Lyons

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY,
PAGE 3

RECEPTION for Dottie Lamm and Gail Schoettler 
Dining Room
Merle Chambers' Residence
Hold: Guest Bedroom
Phone: 303/770-2183
Fax: 303/220-5066
CLOSED PRESS/DSCC PHOTO



SEPTEMBER 24, 1998

12:40pm

12:45pm ARRIVE Sharon Magness' Residence

FORMAT:

PARTICIPANTS: 30 guests/20 photographs

1:00pm PROCEED outside to backyard tent

FORMAT:

Note: Salad is pre-set.

(1:20pm)

The First Lady, accompanied by Sharon 
Magness, proceeds to her table.

12:45pm-
1:00pm

1:05pm-
1:45pm

The First Lady, accompanied by Sharon
Magness, proceeds into the foyer

for a photo receiving line.

LUNCHEON for Dottie Lamm and Gail Schoettler
Backyard Tent
Sharon Magness' Residence
CLOSED PRESS/DSCC PHOTO

Sharon Magness makes welcoming remarks and 
introduces Gail Schoettler.

GREETER:
Sharon Magness

DEPART Merle Chambers' Residence 
VIA Motorcade
EN ROUTE Sharon Magness' Residence
4725 South Holly Street
Cherry Hill, Colorado
[Drive time: 5 minutes]

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY,
PAGE 4

RECEIVING LINE for Dottie Lamm and Gail Schoettler 
Foyer
Sharon Magness' Residence
HRC Hold: Office
Phone: 303/770-5770
Fax: N/A
Staff Hold: Family Room
CLOSED PRESS/DSCC PHOTO



SEPTEMBER 24, 1998

Gail Schoettler makes remarks.

Sharon Magness introduces Dottie Lamm.

Dottie Lamm makes remarks.

Sharon Magness introduces the First Lady.

The First Lady makes remarks.

The First Lady departs.

PARTICIPANTS: 125 guests

1:4 5pm

2:0 5pm

FORMAT:

2:1Opm-
2:2 0pm

Note: There will be 60 fifth and third 
graders singing a song upon arrival. The 
First Lady will also be presented with 
a gift.

TOUR of Classroom
Second Grade Classroom #20
Fort Logan Elementary School
POOL PRESS/DSCC PHOTO

ARRIVE Fort Logan Elementary School
CLOSED PRESS

Upon conclusion, the First Lady has the 
option to work a ropeline.

The First Lady, accompanied by Dottie Lamm, 
and Gail Schoettler, proceeds into classroom 
#20.

GREETERS:
Ken Reiter, Superintendent
Judy Kary, Principal

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY,
PAGE 5

DEPART Sharon Magness' Residence
VIA Motorcade
EN ROUTE Fort Logan Elementary School
3700 South Knox Street
[Drive time: 20 minutes]



2:2 Opm PROCEED to Gymnasium

FORMAT:

PARTICIPANTS: 350 students

2:30pm PROCEED to Cafeteria

FORMAT:

Robin
Taggart,

2:25pm-
2:30pm

2:35pm-
3:10pm

Judy Kary, Principal, makes welcoming remarks 
and introduces Ken Reiter, Superintendent.

PARTICIPANTS:
The First Lady
Dottie Lamm
Gail Schoettler
Ken Reiter, Superintendent
Judy Kary, Principal

The First Lady has the option to make 
informal remarks.

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1998
PAGE 6

Ken Reiter, Superintendent, and Judy Kary, 
Principal, enter the classroom and describe 

to the First Lady, Dottie Lamm, and Gail
Schoettler how the school combats the
problem of overcrowding.

and Dottie Lamm, is announced onstage by Judy 
Kary, Principal.

DROP-BY Gymnasium
Gymnasium
CLOSED PRESS/DSCC PHOTO

CLASSROOM SIZE EVENT
Cafeteria
Fort Logan Elementary School
HRC Hold: Principal's Office
Phone: 303/761-1304
Fax: 303/783-9565
Staff Hold: Principal's Office
OPEN PRESS/DSCC PHOTO

The First Lady, accompanied by Ken Reiter, 
Superintendent, Joanne Thwaites,



SEPTEMBER 24, 1998

The First Lady makes remarks.

The First Lady departs.

3:15pm

3:50pm ARRIVE Denver International Airport

4:05pm

5:4 0pm

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

Dottie Lamm makes remarks and introduces the 
First Lady.

Robin Taggart makes remarks and introduces 
Dottie Lamm.

PARTICIPANTS:
The First Lady
Dottie Lamm
Ken Reiter, Superintendent
Joanne Thwaites, Teacher
Robin Taggart, Parent
60 guests

Upon conclusion, the First Lady has the 
option to work a ropeline.

WHEELS DOWN Boeing Field International
FBO: Galvin Flying Service
Phone: 206/763-0350
Fax: 206/767-9333
CLOSED PRESS/CLOSED PUBLIC

Ken Reiter makes remarks and introduces 
Joanne Thwaites, Teacher.

WHEELS UP Denver, Colorado
EN ROUTE Seattle, Washington
[Flight time: 2 hours, 35 minutes] 
[Time change: -1 hour]
[Meal: Snack]

DEPART Fort Logan Elementary School 
VIA Motorcade
EN ROUTE Denver International Airport
[Drive time: 35 minutes]

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY,
PAGE 7

Joanne Thwaites makes remarks and introduces 
Robin Taggart, Parent.
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SEPTEMBER 24, 1998

GREETERS:

(b)(6)

5:55pm

ARRIVE Westin Hotel6:15pm

GREETER: Melissa Lewis, Banquet Manager

6:15pm

FORMAT:

Photo receiving line

PARTICIPANTS: 50 guests

6:20pm-
6:45pm

6:4 5pm- 
7:20pm

PROCEED to Cascade 2
VIA Elevator

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1998

DEPART Boeing Field International
VIA Motorcade
EN ROUTE the Westin Hotel
[Drive time: 20 minutes]

DCCC DINNER
Cascade 1
Westin Hotel
OPEN PRESS/DCCC PHOTO

THURSDAY,
PAGE 8

DCCC CO-CHAIR RECEPTION
Cascade 2
Westin Hotel
HRC Hold: Executive Office
Phone: 206/727-5900
Fax: 206/728-2007
Staff Hold: Hotel Conference Room
Phone: 206/728-1000, x5154
CLOSED PRESS/DCCC PHOTO



PAGE 9
FORMAT:

Note: Salad is pre-set.

The First Lady makes remarks.

The First Lady departs.

PARTICIPANTS: 150 guests

7:2 0pm

7:2 5pm

7:4 0pm

Brian 
and

PROCEED to Motorcade
VIA Elevator

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1998

Mona Locke makes welcoming remarks and 
introduces Lieutenant Governor Brad Owen.

Upon conclusion, the First Lady has the 
option to work a ropeline.

Lieutenant Governor Brad Owen makes remarks 
and introduces the First Lady.

ARRIVE the Chihuly Studio
PROCEED upstairs to studio past glassworks display 
and demonstration

GREETERS:
Dale Chihuly
Leslie Jackson
Trudy Inslee

DEPART the Westin Hotel
VIA Motorcade
EN ROUTE the Chihuly Studio
[Drive time: 15 minutes]

The First Lady, accompanied by Candidates 
Baird, Jay Inslee, Heidi Behrens-Benedict,

Brad Lyons is announced into the room and 
proceeds to her table.
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PAGE 10

FORMAT:

PARTICIPANTS: 75 guests/50 photos

FORMAT:

Jay Inslee makes remarks.

Ken Alhadeff introduces the First Lady.

The First Lady makes remarks.

Upon conclusion, the First Lady departs.

PARTICIPANTS: 100 guests

8:40pm

I

8:15pm-
8:35pm

Ken Alhadeff makes remarks and introduces 
Jay Inslee.

7:50pm-
8:15pm

The First Lady proceeds to an area for the 
photo receiving line.

Upon conclusion, the First Lady proceeds to 
a standing microphone.

RECEPTION for Jay Inslee
Evelyn Room
Chihuly Studio
HRC Hold: Dale's Apartment

Dale Chihuly makes welcoming remarks and 
introduces Ken Alhadeff.

MEET AND GREET for Jay Inslee
Evelyn Room
Chihuly Studio
CLOSED PRESS/INSLEE PHOTO

DEPART Dale Chihuly's studio
VIA Motorcade
EN ROUTE Boeing Field International 
[Drive time: 25 minutes]

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1998

(b)(6)

PRINT PRESS(REMARKS ONLY)/INSLEE PHOTO



PAGE 11

9:05pm ARRIVE Boeing Field International

9:15pm

9:55pm

10:15pm

10:25pm ARRIVE Bentsen Hotel

RON Bentsen Hotel 
Portland, Oregon

DEPART Portland International Airport
VIA Motorcade
EN ROUTE Bentsen Hotel
[Drive time: 15 minutes]

WHEELS UP Seattle, Washington
EN ROUTE Portland, Oregon 
[Flight time: 40 minutes]
[Meal: Dinner]

WHEELS DOWN Portland International Airport
FBO: Base Operations
Phone: 503/335-4390
Fax: 503/335-5098
CLOSED PRESS/CLOSED PUBLIC



September 23, 1998

1

PURPOSE

BACKGROUNDn.

78% of the students are on reduced or free school meals.

Lamm supports efforts to hire more teachers and reduce class size, has called for full funding 
of Title I programs for disadvantaged children, and supports increased funding for school

30 AmeriCorps volunteers assist teachers and students with reading and in the 
playground.

Teachers at the school took a pay cut so the school could reduce class size in grades K 
through 3, where smaller classes are the most critical.

Education/smaller class size 
Thursday, September 24,1998
Fort Logan Elementary School 
Sheridan, Colorado
1:55 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
Craig T. Smith and Craig Hughes

EVENT:
DATE:
LOCATION:

The school also places a heavy emphasis on parental involvement — parents are 
expected to participate in the PTA and make other time commitments to the school. 
96 out of 100 families have signed up for the PTA.

EDUCATION EVENT
FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

Campaigning with U.S. Senate Candidate Dottie Lamm 
and Gubernatorial Candidate Gail Schoettler

Fort Logan elementary school is 75 years old and features grades 1 through 5. The school 
took it on themselves to improve the way they do business, and, working with the school 
district, parents, and teachers have made great progress.

The purpose of this event is to illustrate the key difference between the Democratic 
candidates for Governor and U.S. Senate and their Republican opponents -- their positions on 
education.

■ ?.

J

-• i

TIME:
FROM:

Dottie Lamm and Gail Schoettler are both campaigning on strong education agendas. Both 
have been endorsed by the Colorado Education Association. One of the key elements both 
candidates stress is lowering school class sizes so that children get the attention that they 
need. •

I- <



repair and construction.

•*

PRESS PLANin.

The tour and speaking program portions of the event will be open to pool press only..

IV. SEQUENCE OF EVENTS

i

You depart.

REMARKSV.

To be provided by speechwriting.

J<

Ken Reitter and Judy Kary lead You, Dottie Lamm, and Gail Schoettler on a tour of a 
second grade classroom. This class has been reduced in size because the teachers 
were willing to take a pay cut.

Both Lamm and Schoettler believe in public school choice, but are strongly opposed to 
private school voucher or tax credit programs.

You arrive at the school and are greeted by Superintendent Ken Reitter and Principal 
Judy Kary.

Schoettler has called for class sizes of 18 or less from K-3 and, as Governor, will fight for 
increase funds to accomplish these reduced class sizes. She has also called for securing safe 
and supportive school environments, strengthening the development of teachers, and 
implementing academic content standards.

You proceed to the school cafeteria for a speaking program.
Program:

Principal Judy Kary makes welcoming remarks.
Superintendent Ken Reitter makes brief remarks and introduces 2nd grade 
teacher Jo Ann Thwaites.
Jo Ann Thwaites makes brief remarks and introduces Mr. Robin Taggart, 
parent of a Fort Logan student.
Mr. Taggart makes brief remarks and introduces Lt. Governor Schoettler. 
Lt. Governor Schoettler makes brief remarks and introduces Dottie Lamm. 
Dottie Lamm makes brief remarks and introduces You. 
You make remarks.
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SCHOOL INFORMATION

Enrollment 350

Grades 1-5

English as a Second Language 16%

Free/Reduced Lunch Rate 78%

ar - average 2 year gain

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT ACTIVT IES

' student

Individualized reading remediation program for at-risk readers

FORT LOGAN ELEMENTARY 
SHERIDAN, COLORADO 

(303) 761-1304

“Jump Start Week” individual reading assessments and parent/ sacher conferences for 
every student prior to the start of the school year

Implementation of Balanced Literacy program
Staff training
Focused small group instruction in reading and writing or every student 
Daily poetry and oral reading activities
Emphasis on the development of specific reading strate ies
Writing instruction for a variety of genre
Instruction in listening and speaking
Individual student profiles with specific targets for ever

5% in grade 3) 
1% in grade 3)

48%
39%
4%
6%
4%

Ethnicity
Anglo 
Hispanic
African-American 
Asian 
American Indian

Standardized Test Results (1997) 
Grade 5 Reading

Language
49.3% (up from 2
47.9% (up from 2

Pre/Post test reading test scores during the 1997-1998 school y
in reading skills following implementation of ne v literacy program, staff 
training, and reduced class sizes
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Conflict Mediation training for students

AmeriCorps programs in support of student literacy and civilit

*.

Class sizes average eighteen in grades 1 and 2 and twenty-thre in grades 3, 4, 5

New computers in every classroom with internet access

SCHOOL GOALS

To improve student understanding and application of matheraafics concepts

5;

I MK3C. Uti

To prepare every student for life-long learning, democratic citi enship, and the world of 
work by explicitly teaching the guidelines of civil behavior

“Super Staffing” conferences with every classroom teacher an< all special service 
providers to determine specific needs of students

School-wide civility model with consistent behavioral expecta ons and guidelines 
developed by students

To improve student literacy levels in order for all students beer (me proficient in reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening

X J. uu
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Sheridan School District No. 2

*.

to. The district

nd not just a slogan

Childhood Center, two elementary schools, on< middle school, and 
one high school. More than 70 % of Sheridan; tudents receive free 
or reduced price school lunches and nearly 140 3 students receive 
Title I services at the elementary and middle sc lools through Title 
I Schoolwide Programs.

Sheridan School District Number Two is located in northern 
Arapahoe County just south of Denver, Colora
encompasses a 4.5 square mile ethically and economically diverse 
community. The Sheridan School District pixni ides instructional 
services for more than two thousand students ti rough an Early 

middle school, and

Making literacy for all children a reality «
is the primary focus of the Sheridan School Dijjtrict It has 
involved a dramatic shift in our thinking and te iching practice. 
We recognized that many of the shifts we had i lade in the past had 
been aimed at changing just the resources or th i surface 
procedures. The management of time, resource i, and people as 
well as all staff development opportunities and opportunities for 
parent and community in the Sheridan School ] Jistrict resonate and 
uphold this commitment.

■:
, j

a

Our success is documented in our gradual ion rates (93.3% in 
1998), achievement (standardized test scores ail or near the 50th 
percentile), dropout rates (less than 3% annual! <), and high levels 
of community satisfaction.
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leridan School District

md will achieve and

Program which significantly "raises the floor" for stu<

* our students

solves Career

of their work.

r-|HV3E. UO

be able to do, our expectations are clear and our stud< nts have consistent and 
measurable targets for their academic performance. S heridan is now in the 

le and energy to bring 
e. By the combining

School-to-Career
The Sheridan School District has also adopted a three tiered career 
education plan as part of a comprehensive school-to-c areer system. The 
focus is not simply career awareness activities, but in
Passports. Career Passports are well-defined sequenc ss of courses with a
career pathway, providing students with the skills tha are needed for their 
future career goals. Participating students receive wit i their high school 
diploma a portfolio including a resume, letter of intro luction, a faculty 
reference, preemption documentation, and a collectioi

Student Achievement
Sheridan students have made consistent progress ove: 
the odds" around achievement. Despite high levels o 

referenced tests. However, Sheridan educators are nc

Standards & Assessment
Standards-Based Education is the foundation of the S
curriculum. By defining what it is we believe all stu< ents should know and

the years in "beating 
'poverty, our students 

consistently perform at or near the 50th percentile on Rational norm- 

______  satisfied with these 
results, particularly in light of the recent Colorado Sti dent Assessment 

ent achievement. 
Toward this end, all of our schools have embarked up an the process of 
Schoolwide Title I Restructuring. This resulted in th< adoption of our 
balanced literacy program, differentiated instruction, md reduced class size 
in grades K-2. These efforts are already showing sigi s of significant 
increases in student achievement. The dedication anc commitment of 
Sheridan educators will not allow us to rest until all o 
demonstrate themselves to be literate lifelong learner,1, responsible citizens, 
and productive workers in the 21st century.

fourth year of this effort - a massive investment of tir 
all of our students to world-class levels of performsni 
of standards, quality ongoing assessments, balanced 1 teracy and 
differentiated instruction, we believe all students can 
succeed.

A
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heir parents and

f arts degree at the

21st Century Diploma
A large number of Sheridan High School students are participating in the 
21st Century Diploma opportunity. These students ha /e chosen to continue 
their education by an advanced program of study whim will allow them to 
graduate from high school with a two-year associate < 
same time.

Super Staffing
Sheridan Schools are an example of true teamwork iri action. Special 
service providers, teachers, and administrators are me sting over the first 
month of school to assure that each classroom has a c insistent and 
thoughtful plan, which will assure the success of all c lildren. The "super 
staffing" conference brings together all of the profess onal educators charged 
with meeting the needs of our students in a spirit of c Elaboration to develop 
plans and structures unique to each classroom.

Jump Start Week
This year began with all elementary school students, heir parents and 
teachers meeting prior to the start of school for initial reading assessments 
and development of each child’s individual learning j lan. These conferences 
"jump-started" our children's learning by assuring In >wledge of each learner 
for the staff, and also allowed for the building of rapj ort and partnerships 
between students, parents and teachers. It also enabl< d teachers to begin 
formal reading instruction on the first day of school f >r all students.

J.3Z7O XO.UU
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:s, and 4 states. During that

auxiliary services, assistant
4

Military Institute, Bowling

ken reiter - bio.wpd

m b>

Dr Reiter’s educational background includes studies at Kentuck
Green University (BA), Roosevelt University (MA), and the University of Colorado (Ph D.). 

His academic interests lie in studies of educational leadership, social stratification, human 
capital, and comparative studies of international education.

Dr. Reiter’s career as an educator spans 31 years, 7 school distric
career, he has served as a teacher, coach, community colle} je program leader, dean of 

students, assistant principal, principal, director of instruction am
superintendent, and superintendent of schools.

Dr Reiter is married to Patricia L. Reiter, an accountant, and I as one daughter, Kristin M. 
Reiter an attorney in the Chicago area.

Dr. Reiter has served as chair of the Denver Area SuperintendeiAs’ Council (DASSC), Board 
Member of the Colorado Association of School Executives (CASE), Board Member of the 
Colorado Chapter of the Association for Supervision and Curr iculum Design (ASCD), and 

Board Member of the Northwestern University Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa. He has been 
recognized for professional excellence by the National School f 'liblic Relations’ Association, 
the Colorado School Guidance Counselors’ Association, and Opti mists International.

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
DR. KEN REITER

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOL 
AN SCHOOL DISTRICT 

•AN, COLORADOS£



SUBJECT/TITLE RESTRICTIONDATE

005. bio re: Robin Taggart [partial] (1 page) n.d. b(6)

Presidential Records Act - (44 U.S.C. 2204(a)]

DOCUMENT NO.
AND TYPE

Pl National Security Classified Information ((a)(1) of the PRA] 
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Robin Taggart
3800 S. Green Ct 
Sheridan, CO 80110

I was bom in (b)(6) I went to Denver public schools and graduated in 1974. 
I married Cindy David in 1977 and we have two children. My son, Andrew, is 15 and my 
daughter, Kristi, is 10. Both children go to Sheridan schools. I have been on the accountability 
committee at Fort Logan Elementary for four years. We moved to Sheridan and bought a house 
in 1993.

Both my wife and myself work for Denver public schools. For the past 19 years, I have 
worked as a custodian, and Cindy has worked as a cook.

(b)(6)
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Lindsay age, 15, I Have worked in the Sheridan School Dlstr bt for 15 years where I have
1 Elementary Education in

My name ie JeAnn Thwaites. I was bom in
David and Marianna Austin. I am the eldest of four children.
Sacramento, California where my father was stationed at McClellan Air Force Base. 
Eventually, we moved to Colorado Springe where I attended i nd graduated from 
Wtdefield High School. I enrolled In The University of Northei i Colorado In 1978 and 
graduated with a bachelors degree In Elem. Ed and Special E: l.(EMH K-12). I have been 
married for 19 years to Ron Thwaites and have two children, Christopher, age 18 and

•r. •

I 

(bK6)   
Ki age five, I moved to

’ ..: 

.jo/tnn
-Teach-er

taught first and second grade. I received a Masters Degree
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As part of Dottie Lamm’s education platform, if elected she would:

*.

Oppose vouchers and efforts to divert public funds to private schools;

Support fully funding Title I programs for disadvantage students;

Support increased funding for school repair and construction;

Support parental choice in education;

Support efforts to increase parental involvement in their children’s education; and

■ ;

Support the President’s proposal to reauthorize the Higher Education Act and reduce the 
cost of student loans to families by 10%;

Co-sponsor and vote for the School Modernization Act (S. 1705), which would provide 
tax breaks for local school districts to issue school modernization bonds;

Support an annual $50 million grant initiative for five years to help local school districts 
develop after-school programs, thereby assisting parents still at work and keeping 
youngsters off the streets and out of trouble;

Co-sponsor and vote for legislation creating incentives for the hiring of 100,000 teachers- 
such as partial loan forgiveness for graduates who agree to teach elementary students- 
because smaller class sizes result in brighter kids;

Support increased funding to re-tool our schools for the information superhighway and 
the 21st century;

Oppose efforts to abolish the federal Education Department, which provides 75% of all 
student loans and grants;

Background Information 
Dottie Lamm on Education 

Talking Points 
September 24,1998

J

Oppose efforts to cut Head Start and school meal programs.
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will:

• Support parental choice in public schools;

7.

T E

Dottie Lamm... 
Supporting Public Education

'M-iifj

• Support fully funding Title I programs for disadvantaged students;

• Support efforts to hire more teachers and reduce class si^a;

• Oppose vouchers and efforts to divert public funds to private schools;

• Oppose efforts to abolish the Education Department;

• Support efforts to increase parental involvement in their children’s education; and

• Oppose efforts to cut Head Start and school meal programs

E N A

Cffica Address: 770 Grant Street, Suite 229, Denver, Colorado 80203 ' Mailing Address: P.O. Eox 6617, Denver, Colorado 80206 
Telephone: 303-839-1998 ‘ Fax:303-839-0075 * E-Mail: dtlamm98^spiynet.com

Paid for by Dottie Lamm '98, Inc., Chris Romer. Treasurer

Our public schools are the glue that binds America. Where else are children of different 
backgrounds, income classes and abilities brought together on a daily basis to leam together and learn about 
each other? Before public schools existed, education was reserved for only those families who could afford 
to send their children to private schools. Today, thanks to our public education system, all children have the 
riglu to an education, regardless of income. For diis reason we must recommit ourselves to developing and 
maintaining strong, vibrant and effective public schools, without which our society will become even more 
ffactured and incongruous. Attempts to siphon money away from our public schools only serve to hurt 
public school students, parents and teachers while rewarding private and religious schools with taxpayer 
dollars.

<4

• Support increased funding for school repair and construction;

• Support increased funding to re-tool our schools for the information superhighway and the 2131 
century;

A Commitment to Public Schools
I am proud that both of my children attended public schools. The education and experiences we took away 
from their school years will stay with us for the rest of our lives. Moreover, having come from a family of 
teachers, I know firsthand the dedication, hard work, commitment, and emotion that a teacher invests in his 
or her students. When I am elected to the Senate, my firsthand knowledge of what it means to be a teacher 
and the importance of public schools win govern how I vote and represent the people of Colorado. For this 
reason, I have earned the support of the Colorado Education Association’s 31,500 members. In particular, I
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• Co-sponsor and vote for the School Modernization Act (S. 1705X which would
provide tax breaks for local school districts to issue school modernization bonds; i

Wiring the Western Slope

?

.• ■

•i

One cannot over-emphasize the difference a quality education can make in the lives of 
individuals and communities. Our public schools are more than just places of learning, they are 
vital institutions binding our communities. Having sent both of my children to public schools, I 
understand the importance of a safe learning environment, small class size and local control. 
Moreover, we know for a feet that on average, those with college degrees earn 5600,000 more 
over a lifetime than those without a college degree. Improving our schools will be a major pan 
of my campaign and if I am elected to the United States Senate I will:

I believe the federal government and the State of Colorado should take advantage of the 
information superhighway to help Western Slope residents and businesses increase their access 
to scarce information and services. With the right political will, telecommuting, telehealth 
services and remote educational access are all possible, in a comprehensive way, on the Western 
Slope. Government can and should provide the incentives necessary to promote such activities 
and ensure the orderly development of such infrastructure. The information superhighway js to 

•

• Support an annual $50 million grant initiative for five years to help local school 
districts develop after-school programs, thereby assisting parents still at work and 
keeping youngsters off the streets and out of trouble.

• Co-sponsor and vote for legislation creating incentives for the hiring of 100,000 
teachers — such as partial loan forgiveness for graduates who agree to teach 
elementary students — because smaller class sizes result in brighter kids;

•. Oppose efforts to abolish the federal Education Deparanent, which provides 75% of 
all Student loans and grants;

• Support the President’s proposal to reauthorize the Higher Education Act and reduce 
the cost of student loans to families by 10%; and

J'-’-.:.-/"'v ■
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individuals and communities. Our public schools are more than just places of learning, they are

understand the importance of a safe learning environment, small class size and local control.

over a lifetime than those without a college degree. Improving our schools will be a major pan
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Schoettler will work to reduce the size of kindergarten through third grade classrooms.

■ j Unlike her opponent, Schoettler opposes tax credits and vouchers that will undermine 
public schools.

Schoettler will work to implement rigorously defined content standards in core subjects 
and hold schools accountable for reaching those standards.

Schoettler will work to renew community involvement in public education by promoting 
public school choice and securing safe and supportive school environments.

Unlike her opponent, Schoettler seeks to use part of Colorado’s budget surplus to repair 
and build new schools, a responsible and mainstream position favored by a majority of 
Coloradans.

Schoettler was elected to the Douglas County Board of Education where she served for 
eight years, four of them as president. She also served as a Trustee of the University of 
Northern Colorado from 1981 to 1987 and was president of the Children’s Museum. She 
knows first hand how to make schools work.

Background Information
Lt. Governor Schoettler On Education

Schoettler supports implementing high academic standards and assessments for grades K 
through 12 and will continue the progress begun by the Romer administration in 
standards based reform.



Sep-23-98 O1:O2P P . 02

ft4k

Smaller Class Size for K-3

Smaller class sizes for students in the crucial learning years of kindergarten through third grades 
will boost student achievement as students benefit from more one-on-one teacher attention, 
Studies have shown that students who are placed in schools with smaller class sizes (18 or less):

As Governor, Sehocttlcr will fight for funds to reduce class size. Smaller class size is not only 
good educational policy, hut also a wise investment in our children's future

Education is 11. Governor Gail Sehocttler's top priority. She believes that providing children 
with the best possible opportunities to fulfill their potential, reach their goals and become 

successful is key to Colorado's future.

Schoettler for Governor 
K-12 Education Policy

reducing the size of kindergarten through third grade classes; 
raising student achievement by implementing academic content standards;
strengthening professional development of teachers;
securing safe and supportive school environments;
renewing community involvement in public education; and 
promoting public school choice.

Schoettler's public service is rooted in her strong commitment to improving public education in 
Colorado. While her children attended public school, she was elected to the Douglas County 
Board of Education where she served for eight years, including four years as President. She 
served as a Trustee of the University of Northern Colorado from 1981 to 1987 and was president 
of the Children's Museum. As Governor, Schoettler will work to improve education by:

• have better reading skills;
• score higher on national math tests; and
• are 6 months ahead of their counterparts in larger-than-average classes; and are less

likely to dropout of school in later grades.

770 Grant Street. Suite 250 • Denver, Colorado 80203 • 303.830.8787 • fax 303.830.9080 • e-mail schcettlergov@worldnet.att.ne!

PhJd for and authertzwd by the Conmlttn for Gid Schorttlw, Iik., BdrUra Scott tt

GAIL 98
SCHOETTLER
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hair testing is another key component to better schools. Testing gives the public, parents, and 
vdueuun. « track how well students a-re meeting standards by schools, by districts and
across rhe state. This accountability measure spotlights best classroom practices, holds schools

She believes school safety plans are best developed at the local level to reflect local needs. But 
Uic state cun assist by serving as a resource to develop plans, share information on what works.
and spotlight successful efforts to keep schools secure and to prevent violence and drug use in 
and around .schools. I ler administration will help schools work with local law enforcement 
agencies and their communities to put in place an effective school safety and crime prevention 

plan to protect Colorado's children.

Teacher Development

There is no nobler calling than teaching. After parents, probably no single individual has as 
much influence on a child's life as a skilled teacher. Quality education depends on the skills and 
dedication of our teachers. As Governor, Schoettlcr will work with the Colorado Commission on 
Higher Education and Colorado's colleges and universities to graduate teachers equipped to 
handle today's classroom challenges. New teachers and veterans alike must have access to on­
going and effective training. Accomplished teachers should also be rewarded lor their hard

educators a way to track how well students a-re meeting standards by schools, by districts and

• w v -----

accountable, and identifies opportunities for improvement

Higher Expectations, Better Results

Schoettlcr will continue to support the progress Colorado communities, schools, teachers, and 
parents have made to raise student achievement across the state. Holding schools accountable tor 
implementing content standards - rigorous statements of what students should learn m core 

is the foundation for student achievement. Standards raise expectations tor all
subject areas -
students —including special education and gifted students

Safe Schools

All parents should have peace of mind that their children are safe at school . In the past year, 
have all been stunned by the string of schoolyard shootings. While such violent acts arc difficult 

to predict or prevent, they cannot be ignored.

As Governor, Schoettlcr will be a strong advocate for local school violence prevention programs.

outstanding teachers. Schoettlcr believes that just as wc have tough standards for students, wc

work. As a Douglas County school board member, Schoettlcr had first hand experience in 
working with teachers and school administrators to institute a fair compensation plan for

must also have rigorous standards for educators.
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Public School Choice
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Schocttlcr knows (hat a strong, effective public school system gives parents choices on where to 
send their children to school. Schoettler supports giving parents options such as charter schools 
and open enrollment. Charter schools provide an avenue for teachers, parents, and community 
members to establish schools that fit a variety of learning needs. Open enrollment allows parents 
to send their child to another school, within their school district, if space is available. Schoettler 
believes that these choices strengthen the public school system.

Community Responsibility for Public Education

Parents and teachers have the primary responsibility for the education of children, but they 
cannot do it alone. The community has a vested interest in the quality of public schools and must 
share in this responsibility. As Lt. Governor, Schoettler created the Colorado School-to-Career 
Partnership that brings schools and more than 23,000 businesses together to give kids the skills 
they need to get jobs. She will continue to champion the work of business and community 
leaders who support schools by volunteering their time, serving as role models for young people, 
donating equipment, and taking an active role in school activities.
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52.7 million childi

PRESIDENT CLINTON:
QUALITY SCHOOLS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

Today, as President Clinton kicks off National School Modernization Day at Pine Crest Elementary School in 
Silver Spring, Maryland, more than 80 events in cities nationwide will be held with nearly 50 members of 
Congress, and education, community, and business leaders. The President will release a report by the Department 
of Education showing that enrollment in elementary and secondary school is at an all-time high, and will call on 
Congress to support and pass the education agenda the President called for in his State of the Union Address, to 
build and modernize 5,000 schools, hire 100,000 new teachers, and connect every classroom to the Internet.

"It is time to show our children and the world that America truly values education. Let us make every school across 
America a shining, modem temple of learning — a place where a computer is as common in the classroom as a.chalkboard, 
where classes are small enough for teachers to teach and children to learn, where students are inspired to look to the future 
with hope and confidence. Our children deserve nothing less. ”

Calling For Immediate Congressional Action. The President is urging Congress to help America address 
these pressing needs by enacting -- in the next month before they adjourn - the President’s education agenda, 
which calls for:

■J*

President Bill Clinton 
September 8,1998

Building and Renovating Over 5.000 Schools through School Modernization Tax Credits to help provide 
all students with safe, state-of-the-art school buildings;

Hiring 100.000 Teachers To Reduce Class Size in grades 1-3 to a nationwide average of 18 students, 
helping to ensure that every child receives individual attention, gets a solid foundation for further learning, 
and learns to read independently and well by the end of third grade;

Harnessing Technology For Education. The Clinton Administration has made an unprecedented 
commitment to bring technology into the classroom and ensure that all children are technologically literate 
by the dawn of the 21st Century. However, appropriations bills on Capitol Hill eliminate funding for 
technology teacher training, and cut funding for the Technology Literacy Fund and educational technology. 
The President strongly opposes these measures and will also continue to strongly oppose any effort by the 
Congress to repeal or delay the e-rate -- an expansion of universal service to provide discounted Internet 
access and telecommunications services to schools and libraries.

School Enrollment At An All-Time High. As members of Congress, education, community, and business 
leaders attend National School Modernization events nationwide, President Clinton will release a new Department 
of Education report -- The Third Annual Report On The Baby Boom Echo, which finds that:

The Need For School Modernization And Renovation. According to a recent General Accounting Office 
(GAO) report, about 14 million students attend schools that need extensive repair or replacement of one or more 
buildings. Almost 60 percent of America’s schools reported at least one major building feature in disrepair. As 
part of National School Modernization Day, communities across the country, elected officials, parents, and 
business leaders will gather to hear the President’s speech and discuss their own strategies for school construction 
and renovation, achieving smaller classes with well-qualified teachers, and taking advantage of new technologies .

}

52.7 million children attend public and private elementary and secondary schools in America today ~ the 
highest enrollment ever:
2.2 million teachers will need to be hired over the next ten years to meet greater enrollment demands: 
A record 14.6 million students will attend college this year.



helping local schools provide smaller classes with well-prepared teachers in the early grades. The 

initiative 1

PRESIDENT CLINTON ANNOUNCES NEW RECORD SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

AND CALLS ON CONGRESS TO HELP IMPROVE, MODERNIZE SCHOOLS

Tie ultimate national security of any country rests in the strength of its own citizens. And for us, that 
neans we have got to prove that no matter how diverse we are, we can still offer a world-class education 

[to every single American child. ” -President Clinton, August 31, 1998_____________________________

“Baby Boom Echo” Yields 52.7 Million Schoolchildren this Fall. Joined by roughly 50 

Members of Congress, and education, community and business leaders in more than 80 cities across the 
United States, President Clinton on Tuesday, September 8, will release a new Department of Education report 
- the third annual Report on the Baby Boom Echo. The findings include:

• 52.7 million children attend public and private elementary and secondary schools in America

today - the highest school enrollment ever.
2.2 million teachers will need to be hired over the next ten years. 
A record 14.6 million students will attend college this year.

The report includes current and projected data on specific states, as well as data on recent growth in selected 

suburban communities across the country.

Communities Cite Needs, Successes on National School Modernization Day. According to 
a recent GAO Report, about 14 million students attend schools that need extensive repair or replacement of 
one or more buildings. Almost 60 percent of America’s schools reported at least one major building feature 
in disrepair. In communities across the country, elected officials, parents, business leaders and others will 
gather to hear the President’s remarks, and discuss their own communities’ strategies for school construction 
and renovation, achieving smaller class sizes with well-qualified teachers, and taking advantage of new 
technologies. These local forums are part of National School Modernization Day on September 8.

/resident Clinton Calls for Immediate Action by Congress. The President will urge Congress 
to help America address these pressing needs by enacting - in the next month before leaving Washington - 
the education agenda that he first proposed in the State of the Union address, including: 

BUILDING AND RENOVATING OVER 5,000 SCHOOLS. The President has proposed School 
Modernization Tax Credits to help provide all students with safe, state-of-the-art school buildings. 
The proposal would use Federal tax credits to pay interest on nearly $22 billion in bonds. 
HIRING 100,000 TEACHERS TO REDUCE CLASS SIZE. President Clinton is committed to 
helping local schools provide smaller classes with well-prepared teachers in the early grades. The 
initiative would provide $12.4 billion over seven years to reduce class size in grades 1-3 to a 
nationwide average of 18 and help make sure that every child receives individual attention, gets a solid 
foundation for further learning, and learns to read independently and well by the end of third grade. 
HARNESSING TECHNOLOGY FOR EDUCATION. The Clinton Administration has made an 
unprecedented commitment to bring technology into the classroom and ensure that all children are 
technologically literate by the dawn of the 21st century. However, the House appropriations bill cuts 
the President’s request for educational technology by $180 million, while the Senate cuts it by $98 
million. They eliminate $75 million for technology teacher training, which would help new teachers 
learn to use technology effectively to strengthen instruction and enhance student learning, and they 
also cut $50 million from the President’s request for the Technology Literacy Challenge Fund, which 
would deny funding to 400 school districts to provide students and teachers with access to classroom 
computers, timing and the latest educational software and telecommunications technology. The 
President will also continue to strongly oppose any effort by the Congress to repeal or delay the e-rate 
- an expansion of universal service to provide discounted Internet access and telecommunications 

services to schools and libraries.



schools.

construction plans to the Secretary of Education.

-would” fteilitics coupled wid-alowtcvdorr^tomafhenecds

variety of expenses (including building renovation) related to certain pul

poverty line.

These funds would be spent in accordance with the school district's plans.

This program, created by the Taxpayer Relief Act of 1997, provides a tax credit to pay interest on bonds for a 
variety ofc^cnscs (inchiding building renovation) related to certain public school-business
FY 99 Budget would expand these bonds to cover school constructio^ and would increase an I d
authority by $2.4 billion (an additional $1 billion, to $1.4 billion, in 1999. and SI-4 bdhon m 2000)bond 

authority is allocated to States on the basis of their respective populations of individuals with incomes

-

thVn^oprovS^^

will ensure that the bond funds arc used for the purposes intended by this proposal, including the 

that they will supplement, not supplant, amounts that would have been spent on construcbon 
the absence of the bonds. Slate plans would also describe how they will ensure that localities with the greatest 
need - as demonstrated by inadequate facilities coupled with a low level of resources to meet the needs wo 

be served.

Qualified Zone Academy Bonds

$19.4 billion in zero-interest bonds ($9.7 billion tn 1 ana / uuuuu m 
and renovation of public school facilities. The Department of the Treasury wouU allocate the nghts to offer 
these special 15-year bonds to States, territories, and certain school distnets that have submitted school

Half of the bond authority would be allocated to the 100 school districts with the latest number of low-tncome 
children, in proportion w their share of funds under the Title I BasicGrant formula m th<: precethngyeanh 
additii up to 25 additional school districts that are in particular need of assistance  ̂such as distnets withat. 

level of resources for school construction or a high level of enrollment growth, could receive these allocauons.

intwo lypesof School Modernization Bonds: Qualified School Construction Bonds (a new proposal) and

The other half would be allocated to Stales and territories to provide to schcol districts in need of assistant in 
accordance with each Stale's plan. The bond authority would be allocated m propofton.to each SUtt_ share 
funds under the Title I Basic Grant formula in the preceding year, after subtracung the Title I shares of the 

100-125 school districts (above).

School Construction Plans: In order to receive a bond allocation, SUUrt, territories and the eligible 100-125 

school districts would be required to submit a plan to the Secretary of Educahon. The plans would (1) 
demonstrate that a comprehensive survey has boon undertaken of tta «nstntotio" and -o-uon "e^s “

FACT SHEET: MODERNIZE SCHOOLS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 

estimated $20 billion in bonds. The new proposal provides tax credits in lieu of interest payments for mvestors 
in two types of School Modernization Bonds: Qualified School Construction Bonds (a new proposal) and 
expansi^S of the Qualified Zone Academy Bonds (created last year). The Department of the Treasury estimates 

that the revenue loss associated with the bonds would be $5 billion over 5 years and over $11 billion over 10 

years.

Qualified School Construction Bonds

$19.4 billion in zero-interest bonds ($9.7 billion in 1999 and $9.7 billion in 2000) is proposed for constraction



(GAO) estimated that the cost of bringing the Nation's schools into good overall condition was SI 12

!

Heating depends on a fireman's stoking a coal furnace by hand at a high school;

swell from 52.2 million in 1997 to 54.4 million in 2006. State and localities wffl need to build some

Several resean

Enrollment Growth is Surging

The National Center for Education Statistics projects that elementary and secondary enrollments will 

swell from 52.2 million in 1997 to 54.4 million in 2006. State and localities wdl need to build some

6,000 new schools to serve additional students in the next decade.

The Condition of Schools Is Related to Student Achievemfilli

■ch studies indicate that the condition of school buildings affects student achievement.
For instance, a 1991 study in the District of Columbia found that students in school buildings that 
were in poor condition had achievement 6 percent below students in schools that were in fair

• About 60 percent (including some schools in generally adequate condition) of all schools 
report needing at least one major building feature to be replaced or extensively repaired.

According to GAO- 28,100 schools serving 15 million students have less-than-adequate heating^ 
ventilation, and air-conditioning systems; 23,100 schools serving 12 million students have less-than- 
adequate plumbing; and 21,100 schools serving 12 million students have less-than-adequate roofs.

wnditPonYnd fl percent below students in schools in excellent condition.

THE NEED FOR SCHOOL MODERNIZATION ASSISTANCE

The President's proposal to create School Modernization Bonds-is designed to address a nationwide

GAO cited some horrific examples of the need for school repairs: 
Heating depends on a fireman's stoking a coal furnace by hand at a high school; 
Raw sewage was backed up on the front lawn of a junior high school because of defective

A^an’elementary school, a ceiling weakened by leaking water collapsed just 40 minutes after 

students had left for the day; and .
Another elementary school had asbestos, chipping and peeling lead paint, and boarded 

windows.

school facilities crisis. These funds are necessary because: (1) the cost to repair existing schools is 
high, and States and communities can stretch their efforts and dollars further with these mterest.free 
bonds; (2) enrollment growth is surging; and (3) better school facilities lead to better academic 

achievement.

The Cost to Renair Existing Schools Is High

In a 1995 report. School Facilities- Condition of America's Schools, the General Accounting Office

I
billion. GAO's report indicated:

. One-third of all schools, serving 14 million students, need extensive repair or replacement;



individuals with disabilities; improve the energy efficiency of its buildings; and to

community would repay the principal to the bond holders.

that School District B would be able to use money saved from its energy bill to help it repay the 

principal on the loan.

School District C — A School District on a Poor Indian Reservation

This poor public school district needs funds to renovate a school and build a new school but is unable 
to issue bonds itself because of its small tax base. School District C would receive a heavily 
subsidized loan from the State. The State would subsidize the loan either by contributing the State s 
own funds toward the loan or by decreasing the amount of the subsidy other communities would 
receive under School Modernization Bonds in the State. School District C would not issue the bond

100 school districts with the largest number of students in poverty. This community has alrea^

The district is still eligible to issue School Modernization Bonds because it has not yet issued all of 
the bonds its citizens authorized it to issue. It would issue the bonds through a financial company to

would pay only a portion of the principal on the loan to the State because the loan is subsidized. The 
bond holders would be repaid as described in the above examples, except the State rather than the

HOW COULD SCHOOL MODERNIZATION BONDS HELP SCHOOLS IN MY AREA?

School Modernization Bonds would work differently in various communities. Below are three 
examples that illustrate differences among communities based on their: (1) school construction 

needs; (2) authority to issue bonds; and (3) ability to issue bonds.

School District A - A Ranidly Growing School District

School District A needs funds to construct additional schools to educate its rapidly growing 
enrollment. The State would allocate bond authority to School District A. When this community 
passes a bond initiative, it would then enter into an agreement with a financial company to sell the 
bonds to bond holders in order to raise funds to build schools in the community. The school district 
would use these funds to plan, design, and build additional schools. The community would repay the 
principal on the bonds to the bond holders, but it would not have to pay interest on the School 
Modernization Bonds.. The bond holders would receive a tax credit equivalent to the amount of 

interest they would ordinarily have received on the loan.

School District B — A School District with School Buildings in Need of R-gnovatlflll

School District B needs funds to renovate its aging school buildings. This school district would 
receive a direct allocation of bond authority from the Federal Government because it is one of the 
100 school districts with the largest number of students in poverty. This community has already 
passed a bond initiative, so it does not have to go to its citizens to gain the authority to issue bonds.

raise the funds necessary to renovate its schools. School District B would use these funds to 
renovate its facilities taking into account the need to accommodate modem educational technologies; 
provide access to individuals with disabilities; improve the energy efficiency of its buildings; and to 
bring its buildings, including its roofs and boilers, into good overall condition. The bond holders 
would be repaid as they would under the example for School District A. One difference would be

issue bonds itself because of its small tax base. School District C would receive a heavily

funds toward the loan or by decreasing the amount of the subsidy other communities would

itself; the State would issue it on behalf of School District C and several other school districts. 
School District C would use the funds to plan, design, and construct its new building and to renovate 
its existing school. The State could guarantee that School District C would repay the loan by 
retaining State aid in event that the school district stopped making payments. School District C
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quality of classroom equipment and furnishings, as well as ambient features such as climate control

>1

conduct seems simply an extension of the physical environment that surrounds them." Similarly,

significantly lower on both mathematics and reading exams than did similar students in underutilized

the likelihood increases that they will suffer from burnout earlier than might otherwise be the case.

Crowded classroom conditions not only make it difficult for students to concentrate on their lessons, but 

inevitably limit the amount of time teachers can spend on innovative teaching methods such as cooperative 
learning and group work or on teaching anything beyond the barest minimum of required material. In 

addition, because teachers must constantly struggle simply to maintain order in an overcrowded classroom,

space for new construction is at a premium and funding for such construction is limited. As a result, 
students find themselves trying to leam while jammed into spaces never intended as classrooms, such as 
libraries, gymnasiums, laboratories, lunchrooms, and even closets. Although research on the relationship 
between overcrowding and student learning has been limited, there is some evidence, particularly in high-

poverty schools, that overcrowding can have an adverse impact on learning.

• A study of overcrowded schools in New York City found that students in such schools scored 
significantly lower on both mathematics and reading exams than did similar students in underutilized 
schools. In addition, when asked, students and teachers in overcrowded schools agreed that 

overcrowding negatively affected both classroom activities and instructional techniques. 

(Rivera-Batiz and Marti, 1995)

Corcoran et al. (1988) found that overcrowding and heavy teacher workloads created stressful 

working conditions for teachers and led to higher teacher absenteeism.

Overcrowding ....
Overcrowded schools are a serious problem in many school systems, particularly in the inner cities, where 

Impact on Teaching
• Lowe (1988) interviewed State Teachers of the Year to determine which aspects of the physical 

environment affected their teaching the most, and these teachers pointed to the availability and 
quality of classroom equipment and furnishings, as well as ambient features such as climate control 
and acoustics as the most important environmental factors. In particular, the teachers emphasized 
that the ability to control classroom temperature is crucial to the effective performance of both 

students and teachers.

• A study of working conditions in urban schools concluded that physical conditions have direct 
positive and negative effects on teacher morale, sense of personal safety, feelings of effectiveness in 
the classroom, and on the general learning environment” Building renovations in one district led 
teachers to feel “a renewed sense of hope, of commitment a belief that the district cared about what 
went on in that building.” In dilapidated buildings in another district the atmosphere was punctuated 
more by despair and frustration, with teachers reporting that leaking roofs, burned out lights, and 
broken toilets were the typical backdrop for teaching and learning." (Corcoran et al., 1988)

• Corcoran et al. also found that "where the problems with working conditions are serious enough to 
impinge on the work of teachers, they result in higher absenteeism, reduced levels of effort, lower 
effectiveness in the classroom, low morale, and reduced job satisfaction. Where working condihons 
are good, they result in enthusiasm, high morale, cooperation, and acceptance of responsibility."

• A Carnegie Foundation (1988) report on urban schools concluded that "the tacit message of the 
physical indignities in many urban schools is not lost on students. It bespeaks neglect, and students 
conduct seems simply an extension of the physical environment that surrounds them." Similarly, 
Poplin and Weeres (1992) reported that, based on an intensive study of teachers, administrators, and 
students in four schools, "the depressed physical environment of many schools... is believed to reflect 

society's lack of priority for these children and their education."
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For this reason, quality, universal education must be our top priority.

As we approach the 21st Century, we have a responsibility to ensure that 
our children and grandchildren enter the next century with the tools they 

need to compete in a global economy.

It is a pleasure to be here in Colorado and at a school as unique as Fort 
Logan Elementary. I understand this is your 75th year of educating children 

and I wish you another 75 years of success.

This means reducing class size - because all the statistics show that smaller 

classes result in brighter kids - repairing dilapidated schools, and updating 

them for the information super-highway.

In Colorado, we have an opportunity to elect two people whose 

commitment to education is rock solid, and who we can trust to support our 

local public schools, not dismantle them.

I look forward to having Dottie Lamm in the Senate, because she can be 

trusted to vote for the School Modernization Act, reducing class size, and 

implementing high standards in reading and math.

As I understand, Fort Logan Elementary and its teachers felt that smaller 
class size, particularly in the early years, was so important that the teachers 
here agreed to take a pay cut so they would have the resources for more 
personalized instruction. That is very admirable and commendable, and I 

would like to personally thank all of the teachers at Fort Logan for their 

sacrifice on behalf of America’s children and our future.

Dottie has talked extensively about an issue that is near and dear to my heart 
and that is early childhood education. She is absolutely correct when she 

says that we just don’t fill brains, we build brains.

Talking Points
Smaller Class Size Event 

Fort Logan Elementary School 
September 24,1998

I
l)

I
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And finally, taking time to instill community values and common courtesy 

in our youngsters - as they are doing right here at Fort Logan - is the most 
intangible element of education but probably the most important. When 

students are courteous to their teachers, parents, and each other, everyone 
can learn in a safe and nurturing environment without disruptions.

With Colorado as one of the fastest growing states in the nation, you have 
even more pressures for school construction, repair and modernization, and 

maintaining manageable classroom size so teachers can spend more time 

teaching and less time disciplining.

Colorado also needs a governor who will be there to defend public 

education, provide the resources to repair and modernize Colorado’s 

schools, and help local school districts hire the teachers they need to reduce 

class size.
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PURPOSEI.
i

BACKGROUNDn.

I

78% of the students are on reduced or free school meals.

Fort Logan elementary school is 75 years old and features grades 1 through 5. The school 
took it on themselves to improve the way they do business, and, working with the school 
district, parents, and teachers have made great progress.

Lamm supports efforts to hire more teachers and reduce class size, has called for full funding 
of Title I programs for disadvantaged children, and supports increased funding for school 

30 AmeriCorps volunteers assist teachers and students with reading and in the 
playground.

The school also places a heavy emphasis on parental involvement - parents are 
expected to participate in the PTA and make other time commitments to the school.
96 out of 100 families have signed up for the PTA.

Teachers at the school took a pay cut so the school could reduce class size in grades K 
through 3, where smaller classes are the most critical.

EVENT:
DATE: 
LOCATION:

EDUCATION EVENT
FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

Campaigning with U.S. Senate Candidate Dottie Lamm 
and Gubernatorial Candidate Gail Schoettler

Education/smaller class size 
Thursday, September 24,1998
Fort Logan Elementary School 
Sheridan, Colorado
1:55 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Craig T. Smith and Craig Hughes

The purpose of this event is to illustrate the key difference between the Democratic 
candidates for Governor and U.S. Senate and their Republican opponents - their positions on 
education.

Dottie Lamm and Gail Schoettler are both campaigning on strong education agendas. Both 
have been endorsed by the Colorado Education Association. One of the key elements both 
candidates stress is lowering school class sizes so that children get the attention that they 
need. ■

TIME:
FROM:



repair and construction.

•*

PRESS PLANIII.

The tour and speaking program portions of the event will be open to pool press only.

SEQUENCE OF EVENTSIV.

You depart.

REMARKSV.

To be provided by speechwriting.

Ken Reitter and Judy Kary lead You, Dottie Lamm, and Gail Schoettler on a tour of a 
second grade classroom. This class has been reduced in size because the teachers 
were willing to take a pay cut.

Both Lamm and Schoettler believe in public school choice, but are strongly opposed to 
private school voucher or tax credit programs.

You arrive at the school and are greeted by Superintendent Ken Reitter and Principal 
Judy Kary.

Schoettler has called for class sizes of 18 or less from K-3 and, as Governor, will fight for 
increase funds to accomplish these reduced class sizes. She has also called for securing safe 
and supportive school environments, strengthening the development of teachers, and 
implementing academic content standards.

You proceed to the school cafeteria for a speaking program.
Program:

Principal Judy Kary makes welcoming remarks.
Superintendent Ken Reitter makes brief remarks and introduces 2nd grade 
teacher Jo Ann Thwaites.
Jo Ann Thwaites makes brief remarks and introduces Mr. Robin Taggart, 
parent of a Fort Logan student.
Mr. Taggart makes brief remarks and introduces Lt. Governor Schoettler. 
Lt. Governor Schoettler makes brief remarks and introduces Dottie Lamm. 
Dottie Lamm makes brief remarks and introduces You. 
You make remarks.



LEXIS®-NEXIS® http://web.Iexis-nexis.com/ln.univ...5=le63768a2b9beell32924claaab84195

The Associated Press State & Local Wire

View Related Topics

September 25, 1998, Friday, PM cycle

SECTION: State and Regional

LENGTH: 612 words

HEADLINE: Mrs. Clinton deplores lack of school funding, criticizes Congress

BYLINE: STEVEN K. PAULSON, Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: SHERIDAN, Colo.

1 of2 6/26/2000 5:31 PM

After touring a second-grade classroom at the 75-year-old Fort Logan Elementary School on Tuesday, 
she praised teachers and students for their achievements, despite a lack of funding for better classrooms.

Ken Reiter, schools superintendent, said 90 percent of the 350 students in the school received low 
income lunch subsidies.

"It's a sad reminder in our nation and state that some children are not as valued as others," he said. "Our 
achievement may be in jeopardy."

"Congress doesn't have time to deal with the important issues that confront our country," she said. 
"There is no more important issue facing our country than education." 

"They'd rather spend their time dividing our country, diverting our resources, doing anything but 
focusing on the real problems of America," she told a small gathering of local school and business 
leaders.

While she wasn't specific, it was clear that she was referring to the time lawmakers are devoting to 
pending impeachment proceedings against her husband.

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials may not be 
republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press.

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton received a standing ovation from school and business leaders after she 

jumped on Congress, accusing the nation's leaders of dropping the ball on funding for education and 
diverting badly needed resources.

But she made a passing reference to Congress and its preoccupation with impeachment proceedings in 
the Monica Lewinsky affair, saying Congress was "too busy" to do anything about education.

He said the school opted to spend money on education rather than on building new classrooms. The 
school hired more teachers and reduced class size to 17 pupils per classroom, leaving little money to 
replace damaged windows and doors. However, student test scores rose two levels in a year's time, 
showing the money was well spent, he said.

"Many people in decision-making positions are not paying attention to what actually works in public 
education," she told a gathering of school and business leaders. "There is no more important issue facing 
our country than education."

Mrs. Clinton was greeted by protesters with signs saying "Time to foot the Bill" and "It takes a village to 
raise an idiot," which she ignored.
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She also took time to tour a second-grade classroom, shaking hands with the 10 boys and seven girls and 
praising their teachers.

"Hillary is teaching women that if your husband cheats on you, sit back and take it. That sets back the 
cause of women 100 years," said Enyart, of the Derby Bible Church in Commerce City.

"It was fun meeting her," said Anthony Lucas, who noted that he also liked Sosa because "he hit long 
home runs."

Mrs. Clinton asked for copy of Reiter's speech to take back to Washington in her push for better funding 
for education.

Earlier in the day, Mrs. Clinton attended a fundraising reception at $ 200 a person, and a luncheon at $
999 a plate to raise money for U.S. Senate candidate Dottie Lamm and Gail Schoettler, the Democratic 
candidate for governor.

Mrs. Clinton praised her husband three times during her speech, noting that the president felt it was 
unacceptable for teachers and students to work in substandard facilities.

She said members of Congress need to get out and see the dilapidated schools she has visited, with 
plaster falling off the ceiling and cracks in the floors.

Bob Enyart, who held up a sign with 200 red, white and blue balloons outside the school saying "Time 
to foot the Bill," said Mrs. Clinton is sending the wrong message by not speaking out about her 
husband's actions.
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She said Congress should be holding hearings on bills such as President Clinton's proposal to give local 
school districts enough federal money to put 100,000 more teachers in the classroom.

In the classroom, she shook hands with the children and praised them and their teachers for their work. 
Protesters on hand

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton used a school cafeteria setting Thursday to urge that Congress turn its 

attention to important national issues such as education.

As she left the school, she made a brief appearance at an assembly in the building's gymnasium. 
Virtually all of the school's 350 first- through fifth-graders were there.

"They'd rather spend their time dividing our country, diverting their resources, doing anything but 
focusing on the real problems of America." Visits grade school

She noted that parents and teachers in the Sheridan district have worked together to reduce the number 
of students in each classroom, sacrificing other amenities such as better facilities.

Instead, she said, "Congress doesn't have time to hold hearings to deal with the important issues that 
confront our country.

Copyright 1998 The Denver Post Corporation 
The Denver Post

She spoke to about 70 people at Fort Logan Elementary School, housed in a 75-year-old building in 
the southwest Denver enclave of Sheridan.

Mrs. Clinton never made direct reference to Washington's obsession with the bill of particulars against 
her husband, but she did say of Congress: 

There also were several hand-lettered signs welcoming her to Sheridan. And the students accompanying 
her out of the building sang "America the Beautiful," partially drowning out the chants of the protesters.

Outside, a group of 12 to 15 protesters chanted "Impeach Clinton" and held up a swastika banner, 
posters of aborted fetuses and signs reading, "It takes a village to raise an idiot" and "Lyin' King & the 
Queen of Denial."

"There is no more important issue facing the our country than education."

Mrs. Clinton, appearing poised and confident, spoke for about 10 minutes after visiting a class of 17 
second-graders.
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Both candidates were at the school, but Schoettler had to leave early for another political event Thursday 
afternoon.

Mrs. Clinton gave her strong endorsement to both candidates at the noontime events, and she gave 
another boost to Lamm's campaign later, at the school.

Earlier Thursday, she spoke at two fund-raising events at private homes in the affluent suburb of Cherry 
Hills Village.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO:The Denver Post/Craig F. Walker The first lady leaves Fort Logan Elementary 
School on Thursday.

A $ 200-a-ticket reception and a $ 1,000-a-plate luncheon raised $ 194,000 for two Democratic 
candidates - Dottie Lamm, who is running for the U.S. Senate, and Lt. Gov. Gail Schoettler, who is 
running for governor.

"Ask yourself who should be in Washington," she said. "To continue progress (in education), vote for 
political leaders who will support you."

She asked for a copy of an earlier address given by Ken Reiter, the district superintendent, calling it "one 
of the most eloquent, impassioned addresses on public education I've ever heard." .

But Reiter noted that state aid to schools has not kept pace with inflation, and "the excellence which has 
been brought to Fort Logan is in jeopardy." 

Mrs. Clinton received a standing ovation from the audience of parents, teachers and members of the 
Sheridan school board when she entered the school cafeteria.

Mrs. Clinton was in the Denver area most of the day, her second stop in a three-day tour scheduled 
primarily to raise money for Democratic candidates.

She was to be in Seattle on Thursday night for a dinner sponsored by the Democratic Congressional 
Campaign Committee.

Reiter said the school, in a low-income area with 50 percent minority enrollment, has spent money to 
keep class sizes low instead of on repairs to the 1923-vintage building. The investment paid off, he said: 
Student scores on literacy tests rose two grade levels in one year.

FOCUStm
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BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton criticized Congress for dividing the nation and ignoring important issues 

such as education as she toured a 75-year-old elementary school on Thursday.

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials may not be 
republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press.

"Congress doesn't have time to deal with the important issues that confront our country," she said. 
"They'd rather spend their time dividing our country ... doing anything but focusing on the real problems 
of America."

Earlier in the day, Mrs. Clinton attended fundraising receptions to raise money for U.S. Senate candidate 
Dottie Lamm and Gail Schoettler, the Democratic candidate for governor.

She also toured a 2nd-grade classroom, shaking hands with children and praising teachers and children 
for their work.

Mrs. Clinton ignored protesters carrying signs outside Fort Logan Elementary School, where 90 
percent of the students receive low-income lunch subsidies.
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CONTACT: Mike Donilon 202/337-9600

1:35 pm

2:00 pm ARRIVE Andrews Air Force Base

2:10 pm

-Ihour]

3:30 pm

3:40 pm

3:45 pm ARRIVE Terry Mansion

GREETERS: Skip Rutherford

1:00 pm-
1:30 pm

WHEELS UP Andrews Air Force Base 
EN ROUTE Little Rock, Arkansas 
[flight time: 2 hours, 20 minutes,

DEPART Adams Airfield 
EN ROUTE Terry Mansion 
[drive time: 5 minutes]

GREETERS:
Dick Kelley
Linda Scofield
Danny Thomasson
State Senator William Walker
Alyson Walker, daughter
Beverly Villines, wife of County Executive
11 Women's Club Officers, Southwest Junior High 

School

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY,

DEPART Atlantic Video
EN ROUTE Andrews Air Force Base 
[drive time: 25 minutes]

TAPING- Carol Moseley Braun Political Commercial 
Studio
Atlantic Video
CLOSED PRESS/WH PHOTO

WHEELS DOWN Adams Airfield, Little Rock, Arkansas 
FBO: Mid Coast Little Rock, Inc. 
Phone: 501/372-5722
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4:00 pm PROCEED to Sun Room to view etchings

3:50 pm-
3:55 pm

4:05 pm-
5:15 pm

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY,

-Student Body Presidents: James Fells, J. A. Fair 
High School; Tiffiney Greer, McClellan High

School; Jimmy Mosby, Parkview High School; Rhema

-Mayor Jim Dailey makes welcoming remarks and 
introduces 5 student body presidents.

PARTICIPANTS:
Irene Gaston Samuel
Alma Minton Williams
Jim Shelley
Marcia Shelley
Mayor Jim Dailey
Patricia Dailey
Sander Vanocur
William Terry
Elizabeth Terry
Elizabeth Terry Borne
Rachel Adolphine Borne
Sharon Priest, Secretary of State

WOMEN'S EMERGENCY COMMITTEE
Porch/Outside
Terry Mansion
Hold : 2nd Floor Office
Phone: 501/396-0357
Fax: n/a
OPEN PRESS

MEET & GREET
Side Room
Terry Mansion
Hold: 2nd Floor Office
Phone: 501/396-0357
Fax: n/a
CLOSED PRESS/WH PHOTO

FORMAT:
-Off-stage announcement of the First Lady and 
stage participants.
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-Mayor Dailey introduces Irene Samuel.

-Mayor Dailey introduces Alma Williams.

-Sander Vanocur makes brief remarks.

-Jim Shelley makes brief remarks.

-Mayor Dailey introduces the First Lady.

-The First Lady makes remarks.

-The First Lady works a ropeline and departs.

800 guests.PARTICIPANTS:

CONTACT: Skip Rutherford 501/663-9131

5:20 pm

5:25 pm ARRIVE Arkansas Arts Center

-Great-granddaughters
Committee proceed to 
to the First Lady.

-Mayor Dailey introduces Jim Shelley, President 
and CEO, Southwestern Bell.

Tekar, Hall High School; Clarke Tucker, Central 
School; lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1998

of the Women's Emergency 
stage and present flowers

-Mayor Dailey introduces Sander Vanocur, 
j ournalist.

-Irene Samuel, original member Women's Emergency
Committee, Chairwoman of the Reunion Committee 
makes brief remarks.

DEPART Terry Mansion
EN ROUTE Arkansas Arts Center 
[drive time: 5 minutes]

-Alma Williams, volunteer from the Women's 
Emergency Committee in the 1950s, makes brief 

remarks.
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-The First Lady makes remarks.

PARTICIPANTS: 150 guests.

CONTACT: Charlotte Brown 501/396-0332

5:50 pm

5:55 pm ARRIVE State House Convention Center

PARTICIPANTS: 15 guests

5:30 pm-
5:45 pm

6:00 pm-
6:15 pm

-The First Lady has the option of working a 
ropeline on departure.

DEPART Arkansas Arts Center
EN ROUTE State House Convention Center 
[drive time: 5 minutes]

GREETERS:
Bill Bristow
Judy Smith

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY,

ARKANSAS ARTS CENTER
Gallery
Arkansas Arts Center
Hold: Lobby Office
Phone: 501/396-0351
Fax: 501/375-8053
CLOSED PRESS/WH PHOTO

GREETERS:
Charlotte Brown, Director of Development
Townsend Wolfe, Executive Director, Chief Curator

PHOTO-RECEIVING LINE
Governor's Hall
State House Convention Center
Hold: Loading Dock Office
Phone: 501/370-3261
Fax: n/a
CLOSED PRESS/BRISTOW-SMITH PHOTO

FORMAT:
-Townsend Wolfe, Executive Director and Chief
Curator, makes welcoming remarks and introduces 

the First Lady.
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First Lady.

-The First Lady makes remarks.

-The First Lady works a ropeline on departure.

PARTICIPANTS: 150 guests expected

CONTACT: Betsey Wright 501/925-4440

7:00 pm

7:10 pm ARRIVE Little Rock Hilton

(b)(6)

6:20 pm-
6:55 pm

-Judy Smith, Congressional Candidate for the 4th 
District of Arkansas, makes remarks and 

introduces the

DEPART State House Convention Center
EN ROUTE Little Rock Hilton
[drive time: 10 minutes]

GREETER:
Blanche Lincoln

-Bill Bristow, Arkansas Gubernatorial Candidate, 
makes welcoming remarks and introduces Judy 
Smith.

FORMAT:
-The First Lady, Bill Bristow, and Judy Smith 
are announced onto stage.

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY,

BRISTOW/SMITH CAMPAIGN EVENT
Governor's Hall Room #3
State House Convention Center
Hold: Loading Dock Office
Phone: 501/370-3261
Fax: n/a
OPEN PRESS



OCTOBER 8, 1998

PAGE 7

-The First Lady makes remarks.

PARTICIPANTS: 300 - 500 guests

CONTACT: Cydney Pearce 501/376-0977

7:50 pm

8:00 pm ARRIVE Excelsior Hotel

PROCEED to Ballroom level

-Elizabeth Fulton makes remarks and introduces 
Blanche Lincoln, U.S. Senate candidate.

7:15 pm-
7:45 pm

GREETERS: Kathy Findley, Director of Catering
Keith Smith, Acting General Manager

EDUCATION RALLY with Blanche Lincoln
Grand Ballroom
Little Rock Hilton
Hold: Room 306
Phone: 501/664-5020 x306
Fax: 501/664-3104
OPEN PRESS

-The First Lady has the option of working a 
ropeline on departure.

-Blanche Lincoln makes remarks and introduces the 
First Lady.

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY,

-Linda Poindexter introduces 1997 Teacher of the 
Year, Elizabeth Fulton, North Little Rock High 

School.

DEPART Little Rock Hilton 
EN ROUTE Excelsior Hotel 
[drive time: 10 minutes]

FORMAT:
-Linda Poindexter, President, Arkansas Education 
Association, introduces the First Lady and

Blanche Lincoln into the room.
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PROCEED Backstage

Director, Cancer

-Dr. Bart Barlogie makes brief remarks.

-Pat McClelland introduces the First Lady.

-The First Lady makes brief remarks.

-The First Lady departs.

PARTICIPANTS: 500 guests.

8:05 pm-
8:15 pm

8:20 pm-
8:40 pm

BALLROOM BALLWAY GREETERS:
Kenny Rogers
Wanda Shea Rogers, spouse
Gene Ray, Road Manager

-Pat McClelland makes brief remarks and introduces
Dr. Harry Ward, Chancellor.

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
THURSDAY,

FORMAT:
-The First Lady and stage participants walk onto 
stage.

BACKSTAGE GREETERS:
Pat McClelland
Dr. Harry Ward, Chancellor, University of Arkansas 
Medical School

Dr. Bart Barlogie,
Research

ARKANSAS CANCER RESEARCH CENTER GALA
Clinton Ballroom
Excelsior Hotel
Attire: Black Tie
Hold: Banquet Office - Ballroom Level
Phone: 501/375-5000 x8231
Fax: 501/375-7320
OPEN PRESS

-Dr. Harry Ward makes brief remarks and introduces
Dr. Bart Barlogie, Director, Cancer Research.



THURSDAY,

CONTACT: Pat McCleland 501/666-6000

PAGE 9

8:45 pm

(b)(6)

ARRIVE Private Residence,9:05 pm (b)(6)

GREETERS:

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

CLOSED PRESS/WH PHOTO

PARTICIPANTS: Approximately 75 guests expected.

CONTACT: (b)(6)

tbd

ARRIVE Private Residencetbd

RON

High 76. Low

COFFEE AND DESSERT
Private Residence

Private Residence
Little Rock, Arkansas

DEPART (b)(6)

EN ROUTE Private Residence

DEPART Excelsior Hotel
EN ROUTE Private Residence, 
[drive time: 20 minutes]

9:10 pm- 
tbd

SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
OCTOBER 8, 1998

WEATHER FORECAST FOR LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS: Sunny. 
47.

WEATHER FORECAST FOR WASHINGTON, DC: Variably cloudy with a 
chance for a rain shower in the evening. Low 56. High 73.



SCHEDULE FOR HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8, 1998



EVENT MEMO: AEA/BLANCHE LINCOLN PUBLIC EDUCATION RAT T V

I. PURPOSE

H. BACKGROUND

III. PARTICIPANTS

IV. PRESS PLAN

SEQUENCE OF EVENTSV.

This is an event for Blanche Lincoln, U.S. Senate Candidate, sponsored by the Arkansas 
Education Association. One of the cornerstones of Blanche Lincoln’s campaign for the 
US Senate has been her support for public education. The issue has provided a stark 
contrast to her opponent. While her election will directly benefit public school teachers 
and thousands of Arkansas students who sit in their classroom, they have had difficulty 
energizing teachers. She has been endorsed by the Arkansas Education Association.

YOU will be greeted by Blanche Lincoln. Please acknowledge the following VIP’s: 
Blanche Lincoln, former Senator David Pryor and wife Barbara, his son Mark Pryor 
(candidate for Attorney General) and wife Jill, AEA President Linda Poindexter, and 
AEA Executive Director Cora McHenry, 1997 Teacher of the Year, Liz Fulton and 
student performers. They are expecting a crowd of approximately 350 teachers and 
school employees.

Media will cover event from press risers located at the back of the 
ballroom. Local television and print reporters are expected.

Thursday, October 8,1998
Little Rock Hilton Inn
925 South University, Little Rock, AR 
7:25 PM
Cydney Pearce, Deputy Campaign Manager

DATE:
LOCATION:

The purpose of the event is a rally to celebrate excellence in public education in 
Arkansas. Your appearance at Blanche’s side in a pro-education rally in Little Rock will 
help send a clear message, “Teachers are important and Blanche needs their support.”

YOU arrive at 7:25 pm.
YOU are greeted by Blanche Lincoln.
YOU proceed to the main stage for speeches. 
PROGRAM

TIME:
FROM:



L

V.

VI. REMARKS

Remarks to be provided by speech writing.

5

•-

Liz Fulton makes remarks and introduces Blanche Lincoln. 
Blanche Lincoln gives remarks and introduces YOU. 
YOU make remarks and thank everyone for attending.

VII. ATTACHMENTS
• Bios
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At the fund-raiser, she again made what was clearly intended to be a remark jabbing at those 

1 of3 6/26/2000 5:38 PM

On perhaps the most trying day of her adult life, Hillary Rodham Clinton returned to the security of a 
place where few judge her and most embrace her unconditionally.

Just hours after the House voted today to launch an open-ended impeachment investigation of her 
husband, the first lady was hugged and cheered by supporters at three overflowing events here in the city 
she called home for nearly 20 years.

And she took a swipe at Congress, which is scheduled to adjourn this weekend. "Even though they only 
have a few days left, it's not too late for them to do something good for the children and people of 
America," she told her first audience at a celebration of the Women's Emergency Committee (WEC), 
which four decades ago fought to open Little Rock public schools, closed by then-Gov. Orval Faubus to 
block integration.

Clinton appeared at several other Little Rock events, including a fund-raiser for Bill Bristow, the 
Democratic challenger for governor, and Judy Smith, a congressional candidate, as well as at a rally for 
Blanche Lincoln, the front-runner for a Senate seat.

Clinton ignored reporters' shouted questions about the historic vote in Washington and in her separate 
speeches she never addressed the scandal that has imperiled her husband's presidency and overshadowed 
her own dreams and achievements. Her spokeswoman Marsha Berry said the first lady would let stand 
President Clinton's comment today that the situation was now "in the hands of Congress and the people 
of this country, ultimately in the hands of God."

"School is almost out on Capitol Hill, and like many parents we are glad to see it's nearly over," she said 
to knowing laughs. "There is still time for Congress to step up to its responsibilities, to leave 
partisanship at the schoolhouse door and strengthen America's public schools."

Copyright 1998 The Washington Post 
The Washington Post

HEADLINE: Despite President's Troubles, First Lady Stays on Message; In Familiar, Supportive Little 
Rock, Throngs Embrace Her

During her first visit back here since Bill Clinton admitted in August to an improper relationship with a 
former White House intern, she effusively praised her "husband, who has fought for better public 
schools ... for as many years as he has been in public service."
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Eloise Raymond, who showed up with a contingent from a Hillary Clinton Fan Club — and sporting a 
button advertising her membership — drove 30 miles today to see the first lady. "This day no different 
from any other day," Raymond said after having an opportunity to chat with Clinton. "Every day has got 
to be hard for her. I just hope being here encourages her to push on." 

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton hugs Irene Samuel in Little Rock during ceremonies marking 
anniversary of women's group founded during the school desegregation crisis. First lady was hugged and 
cheered by supporters at three events.

The first lady has remained publicly silent on the investigation since the president acknowledged in 
August that he had an improper relationship with Monica S. Lewinsky. But in recent weeks, she had 
been quietly urging Democrats to stick with her husband on today's vote while assuring them that if they 
did not, there would be no political recriminations as next month's midterm elections near.

At all her stops today, she stressed the importance of the elections and urged people to get out and vote. 
Clinton also attended a cancer benefit tonight, which was not open to the news media, and was planning 
to spend the night with her mother, Dorothy Rodham, who lives here. On Friday, she is scheduled to 
visit Arkansas Children's Hospital.

"She's been in our home for 20 years and she'll be welcomed for the next 50," said Dana Durst, after 
shaking the first lady's hand.

investigating the president. "I really hope that... we're able to put progress over partisanship, we're able 
to put unity over division, we're able to get about the business of continuing to lift people up, not tear 
people down," she said to a rousing ovation.

Outside the white mansion where the WEC used to meet, several hundred women, men and children 
packed the lawn to hear Clinton. She worked the velvet rope line for 30 minutes afterward, asking after 
families and old friends. No one raised her Washington troubles.

"Hillary holds a special place in the hearts of Arkansas women," said Nan Snow, who described herself 
as a longtime Clinton supporter. "She gave us a voice, she gave us leadership."

It's hard to find audiences more receptive and sympathetic to Clinton than the stalwart supporters and 
longtime friends in the state where Bill Clinton was elected governor five times. At every stop, the first 
lady was greeted with prolonged cheering and mobbed by well-wishers. Wearing a bright, 
sunflower-yellow pantsuit, Clinton put forth a demeanor of business-as-usual.

FOCUStm
Search: General News;Blanche Lincoln and biliary w/2 clinton
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Just before she spoke, the House voted 258-156 to approve an impeachment inquiry against her husband.

"She is so charming and has so much courage. I don't think anybody can top her," Mrs. Alman said.

The first lady's visit with the group was first on her 24-hour agenda in Arkansas.

6/26/2000 5:39 PM1 of2

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials may not be 
republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press.

Mrs. Clinton praised the group's commitment to quality education and said federal lawmakers should 
follow their lead 40 years later.

She spoke under a bright autumn sun on the grounds of restored antebellum mansion that now houses an 
arts center. The women's committee first met in the building 40 years ago in response to the closing of 
Little Rock schools the year after nine black children integrated previously all-white Central High.

The first lady called the women "dogged and determined advocates" and said "They were able to find 
common ground in a crisis."

Mrs. Blanche Alman, 78, of Little Rock and a member of the committee, called the first lady 
"magnificent." 

At a political rally for two underdog Democrats, Mrs. Clinton said she was "having such a good time .... 
remembering all the progress we made together" during Clinton's 12 years as governor of Arkansas.

"There's still time for Congress to step up to its responsibility and leave politics and partisanship at the 
schoolhouse door and strengthen America's public schools," she said.

Speaking in President Clinton's home state shortly after the House approved a sweeping impeachment 
inquiry against the president, the first lady said it was not too late for Congress to "do something good 
for the children and people of this nation."

She was keynote speaker for the 40th anniversary commemoration of the Women's Emergency 
Committee, a group of Little Rock women who helped reopen local schools in the aftermath of the 1957 
Central High desegregation crisis.

BODY:
In words tinged with irony, Hillary Rodham Clinton urged Congress on Thursday to "step up to its 

responsibility" in improving public education.
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She urged members to help elect Lincoln to thwart what she termed a "concerted effort led by many 
extreme partisans" to dismantle the public education system.

Lincoln is running against Republican Fay Boozman, who advocates abolishing the federal Education 
Department.

She commended the level of care at the facility and noted that her husband signed the law that created 
the center.

Secret Service agents kept the first lady well away from the media. She took no questions at her stops 
Thursday.

At her final stop of the evening, Mrs. Clinton addressed the annual banquet of the Arkansas Cancer 
Research Center.

She said her mother-in-law, Virginia Kelley, who died of breast cancer, was "so well taken care of so 
close to home." Mrs. Clinton called the center one of the leading institutions of its kind in the nation.

She told 200 Democratic loyalists to rally support for Democrat Bill Bristow's run for governor and Judy 
Smith's challenge of incumbent Republican Rep. Jay Dickey in the 4th Congressional District in south 
Arkansas. She said Bristow would continue her husband's legacy in improving education and refocus the 
state's emphasis on economic development.

Making an evening appearance on behalf of Democratic U.S. Senate candidate Blanche Lincoln, Mrs. 
Clinton drew cheers from 400 partisans at an Arkansas Education Association Rally.

She said Dickey voted in the best interest of the Republican leadership, not the best interest of his 
constituents in south Arkansas.

"I don't know why people like Blanche's opponent would try to dismantle the public school system. I 
don't think they live in the same America we do," Mrs. Clinton said. "If we don't stand up and make 
clear we won't tolerate (it), we will be giving in to those who have a very different America in mind."

FOCUStm
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Democratic Sen. candidate Blanche Lincoln says it's mere chance that she's teaming up with Hillary 
Rodham Clinton today for the second time this week - but she welcomes any of the first lady's support.

Lincoln is running against Republican Fay Boozman and Reform Party nominee Charley Heffley for the 
seat being vacated by retiring Democratic Sen. Dale Bumpers.

Clinton and Lincoln both have been invited to a rally of the Arkansas Education Association, although 
they plan on arriving at different times, said Lincoln's campaign spokesman Debra De Shong.

"They won't have any personal time there together," De Shong said Wednesday. "But Blanche is very 
happy to receive the support of the first lady.... They're both very outspoken advocates for public 
education."

Boozman spokesman David Sanders said Lincoln's multiple appearances with Mrs. Clinton reveal their 
similarities on issues, which he said runs against the views of Arkansas voters. Also, "it shows that this 
is a very high-profile race not only in Arkansas," Sanders said, noting that Boozman has appeared with 
national Republican figures such as former presidential candidate Bob Dole.

Clinton also appeared with Lincoln for a fund-raiser Monday in Washington, which netted about $ 
50,000 for Lincoln's campaign.

Copyright 1998 The Commercial Appeal 
The Commercial Appeal (Memphis, TN)
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