



















































































































































































America Reads Challenge

“We ought to commit ourselves as a country to say by the year 2000, 8-year-olds in America will be able
to pick up an appropriate book and say, ‘I read this all by myself.'"
- President Clinton, Fresno, CA, September 12, 1996

On August 28, 1996, President Clinton announced the America Reads Challenge. Working with
teachers and parents, this unprecedented initiative calls on all Americans - schools, libraries, religious
institutions, universities, college students, the media, community and national groups, cultural
organizations, business leaders and senior citizens — to ensure that every American child can read well
and independently*by the end of 3rd grade. Reading is a skill that is developed not only in the classroom,
but also outside of school and in the home. The America Reads Challenge will give students the extra
help afte} school they need to be better learners inside the classroom.

» America Reads Challenge recognizes that 40% of America’s fourth graders cannot read as well as
they should for today’s and tomorrow’s jobs. Research demonstrates that if students cannot read
well by the end of third grade, their chances for success are significantly diminished, including a
greater likelihood of dropping out and increased delinquent behaviors.

* America Reads Challenge is a public commitment to helping our children read. Teachers,
principals, and librarians play a key role by strengthening reading in school and extending learning
through after-school, summer, and weekend programs. Research shows that parents and other
concerned individuals in local communities and the private sector can also be valuable as tutors and
mentors.

» America Reads Challenge is a challenge for concerned citizens and the private sector. to work with
schools and libraries. Parents, business, and non-profit groups will be actively encouraged to be a
part of the America Reads Challenge and its READ*WRITE*NOW! summer initiative.

» America Reads Challenge builds on groundwork being laid by classroom teachers, librarians and
‘reading specialists by drawing upon th€ invigorating spirit of community volunteers in tutoring and
‘mentoring. The reading challenge also takes advantage of the strength of AmeriCorps, Learn and

Serve and the Senior Corps, which are involved in communities throughout America.

The America Reads legislation and additional funding consists of:

NEW LEGISLATION AND ACCOMPANYING FUNDING

» America’s Reading Corps is the heart of the legislation which will fund 30,000 reading specialists
and coordinators to mobilize 1 million volunteer reading tutors over five years. Almost $1.5 billion
in new education investments from the new legislation will fund after-school reading specialists to
train and supervise tutors, and $1 billion from proposed increases in appropriations for the
Corporation for National Servxcc will help recruit and organize tutors. The tutors, coordinating with
the in-school reading program, will provide individualized after-school, weekend, and summer
reading tutoring for approximately 3 million children a year in grades K-3 who want and need the
extra help.

» Parents as First Teachers Challenge Grants. $300 million in grants over five years will foster
effective programs to provide assistance for interested parents to help their children become
successful readers by the end of 3rd grade. This money will be available to national and regional
groups, as well as local communities and organizations.

REQUESTED INCREASES IN OTHER APPROPRIATIONS TO SUPPORT THIS IMPORTANT EFFORT

» College Work Study Expansion. President Clinton has also asked college presidents to allocate half
of all their new work-study slots to college students to become “America Reads” tutors. The goal is
to give 100,000 college work study students the opportunity to help children learn to read better. The
local fund match for these slots would be waived if the work study students are involved in tutoring.

» Head Start Expansion. One million 3- and 4-year-olds will be reached through the expansion of
Head Start programs, already a part of the President’s balanced budget.

» Title I/Even Start Strengthening and Expansion. Additional mvestments are mcluded in the
President’s balanced budget plan to expand efforts tn strenaihan e vener






























































































































































































































































































































