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Shining Time B8tation

Featuring Thomas the Tank Engine. this series integrates dramatic narrative,
music, animation and creative play as it tells tales about life in an enchanted
railroad station. Ringo Starr and George Carlin alternate as Mr. Conductor,
one of the many characters in this program that supports children's social,
creative and artistic development.

Storytime (New!)

This new program has one overriding migsion: to remind grown-ups and
children of the joys of reading together. With help from Hollywood
celebrities and a hip. book-loving puppet named Kino, young viewers and
their caregivers are encouraged to share the special joy of reading.

SCHOOL-AGE PROGRAMS

Bill Nye The S8cience Guy (New!)

"Stand-up sclentist” and mechanical engineer Bill Nye takes science out of
the classroom and into the world in this new program. Combining solid
science with original music videos, comedy and special effects, Bill
demonstrates to kids that "Science rules!”

Ghostwriter

This Inventive mystery/adventure series is designed to make the printed
word exciting, relevant and fun for children. S8et against an urban backdrop,
Ghostwriter features a multi-ethnic team of youngsters who solve mysteries
with the help of their hidden teammate — Ghostwriter - who communicates
only through the printed word.

The Magic 8chool Bus New!)

‘In this new. fully-animated series, Lily Tomlin provides the voice for Ms.
Frizzle, teacher extraordinaire, To stimulate her students’ interest in science,
Mas. Frizzle takes the class on cliff-hanging field trips with the help of a
magic school bus.

Where In The World Is Carmen Sandiego?

Crime! Mystery! Rappin'! Geography! Designed to entertain kids ages six to
13. this game show also educates them about world geography. In each show,
three contestants track master criminal Carmen Sandiego and her crafty
cohorts across the globe with the help of the ACME Crimenet (the official
Carmen-busting organization), celebrity cluegivers and a cantankerous cast
of characters.
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Effects of educational TV viewing of lower income preschoolers
on academic skills, school readiness, and school adjustment
one to three yeacs latcr.

Executive Summary
Backgroundand Purpuse of Study

@  This report summarizesthe key initial results from a four-yearlongitudinal study of low-income
children's media use and its relationshipto the subsequentdevelopmentof their academic
skills, school readiness, and scbool adjustment.

Mcthod

®  More than 250 familics with a preschool child participatedin the study. Children were
two or four years old at the beginning of the study, five or seven attbe end. All tamilies
lived in low-income census tracts, and 46% had received means-tested assistance in the
pastthree years. About 40% were African American,40% EuropeanAmerican,and 20 %
Hispanic.

@ Fawilics were evaluated four times, eacha year apart, in an office visit lasting about two
hours, during which the parent was interviewed, and the child was testedou a varicty of
achievementtests and assessment siluations.

[ A two-bour visit was made to the bome of each farmuly on four occasions,also a year apart,
1o assess supports for social, emotional, cognitive and educational development.

@  During the year separating each of these home and office assessments, periodic telephone
mterviews were conducted with the parents, yielding a detailed record accountingfor bow
the child spen: every minute of the preceding day.

o In analyscs of the relanonship’ between television viewing and subsequent academic
outcommes, statistical controls were applied for parent education, family income, preschool
attendance, the child's first languape, the supportivenessof the home environment, and the
child's initial level of language skills at the outset of tbe study.

Key Findings

o The children's viewing of educational children's programming accounted for just under
two hours per weck at ages two to four, and declined to about one bour per week by age six
to seven. Almost 80 % of that viewing up to age five was accounted for by Sesame Sucer.

L Non-educationalcartoon viewing occupied 7-8 bours per week of these children'slives up
to the ime when they started kindergarten, then it declined.

1



@ Viewing of adult (general audience) programs was about 16 hours per week at age two
(mostly because they were with parents who were watcliing). This viewing declined to 8
hours by age five or six, then started to rise slowly at age seven, to about 9 hours per week. -

o Viewing of children's educational programs was ncgatively related to viewing of noa-
educational cartoons and adult entertainment programming. The relationship was small,
but consistent.

e Up to sge five, there was a strong positive relatonship of viewing educational
children'sprograms in general and Sesame Street in particularto time spent rcading or
being read to and time spent iu educationalactivities. It was still positive but less so at six
and seven.

®  Viewingof non-educationalcartoons and of achilt entertainment programs was consistently
ncgatively related to time spent reading, and also negatively, but less strongly, to time
spent in educational activities.

® For the younger children only, prior viewing of children's educational programsin grucial
and Sesame Street in particular were conmsistent positive predictors of letter-word
knowledge, math skills, vocabulary size, and scbool readiness on ege-appropriate
standardized achievement tests, even when statistical controls for children's background
and initial levels of language skills were applied. About 25 minutes per day of viewing
added a third of a standard deviation in test scores (about five points on a test with & range
of scores from 70 to 130 points).

o With the same controls in place, non-educational cartoon viewing and adult program
viewing bad consistently negative, but somewhat weaker cffects op the same outcomes.

@  For six- and seven-year-olds,prior viewing of children's educational programs in gencral
and Sesame Street in particular wasa positive predictor of reading skill (paragraph
comprehension) and alsa a positive predictorof teachers' judgments of overall school
adjustmentin first or second grade.

Conclusion

Young disadvantaged children's viewing of Sesame Street and other
educational children's programs appears to play a positive causal role in their
development of readiness for school. Thar contribution occurs betweep two and
five years of agc, and is Independent of the contributions of parents’ education,
quality of the home environment, and family income, all of which also makc
contributions to the same positive vutcomcs. By contrast, the viewing of non-
educational cartoons and adult programming bas megative effects on readiness for
school. Among four- fto seven-yearolds educational TV viewing favorably
affects reading and school adjustment.








































































