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TALKING IT OVER
BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Two elite groups of American athletes came to the White Hous;a this
week. One came to celebrate the ending of an international athletic contest, the
other to celebrate the beginning of a new one. On.Wednesday, the U.S.
Olympic team attended a reception in its honor. The day before, athletes with
disabilities from all over the country helped the President kick off the Paralympic
torch relay. Though they missed each other by a day, the two groups of athletes
have much in common to celebrate.

For weeks, we've watched the Olympic athletes, especially the women,
succeed at many competitions in Atlanta. Next week, we will marvel at the
accomplishments of the American Paralympians. But few of us recognize that
two pieces of federal legislation are in many ways responsible for enriching
these performances. Federal laws that ended the unfair exclusion of certain
groups, Title IX and the Americans With Disabilities Act, have made a world of
difference.

Just think of all the American women we applauded: Dot Richardson,
who hit a two-run homer for a U.S. gold in the first-ever Olympic softball
tournament; the women's track-and-field relay teams who took gold; and the
members of our gold-medal-winning women's basketball team.

Last Saturday, the President, Chelsea and | called the U.S. women's
soccer team to congratulate them on their gold medal. Talking all at once
through a speakerphone, they told us how thrilled -- and tired -- they were after
the game. Their enthusiasm was infectious; and Chelsea, who played in a
soccer league during much of her childhood, was especially excited to talk to
them.

These women are just a few of those who would not have made it into the
Olympics and our hearts it they had not had the opportunity to train on high
school and college teams that were strengthened -- or even created -- after Title
IX's passage in 1972.

That law requires all schools that receive federal funding to ofter women
students equal opportunities to participate in organized athletics. In other words,
it required schools that offer men's sports to develop women's teams as well.































































































































































































































































































































































