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PUBLIC THEMES FOR THE FIRST LADY’S VISIT
TO KAZAKHSTAN, KYRGYZSTAN, UZBEKISTAN, RUSSIA AND UKRAINE

The First Lady’s November visit to Central Asia, Russia
and Ukraine will underscore the continuing United States
interest in developing close bilateral relations with these
countries and using people-to-people .partnerships throughout
the region to foster the establishment of democratic
institutions, educational opportunities and a responsive
social safety net. The First Lady will also pay tribute to
the cultural achievements of the region as a means of
highlighting the long history of ethnic and religious
tolerance. Mrs. Clinton will visit regions not frequented
by high-level officials and she will devote considerable
time to meeting with ordinary citizens and grassroots
organizations to focus attention on the building blocks of
civil society.

Central Asia, where the trip will begin, is a resource-
rich region whose history is associated with the Silk Road,
Tamerlane and the imperial rivalries of the 19*® century.
Today, the countries of this region are in the formative
stages of defining and asserting their identities following
the break-up of the Soviet Union. The United States was
among the first countries to recognize the independence of
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan and has consistently
supported the development of these countries as democratic
states with market economies.

Since gaining independence in 1992, these countries
have taken remarkable strides to establish themselves as
independent states with effective governing institutions.
Kyrgyzstan has been especially successful in developing
responsive democratic institutions that protect human rights
and foster the rule of law. No longer tied solely to
Moscow, these countries are now establishing links with one
another, their neighbors as well as with the broader
international community. Almaty, Bishkek and Tashkent each
regard relations with the U.S. as pivotal.

.- By visiting Novosibirsk and Yekaterinburg, in ﬁﬁﬁng and
Lviy .in Ukraine, the First Lady will be recognizing, tig .
importance of regional and lo€al initiative in deye18ging_
democratic governance and prosperous economies: Her yisit
will symbolize thé commitmeént the Unité&d Stités ;s-msﬁgﬁa;
through the Partnership fot Fréedofi, to éhcdurdgihig tHE
establishment of self-sustaining coopérdtivé r&idtisHships

at the regional level by Businesspeopi&; educatbr$;
journalists, healthcadfé vwoEk€éfs and ldcél govEfneht
officials.
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