







































































EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS -
NEVER TOO EARLY, BUT OFTEN TOO LATE

Let me first of all tell you how honored | am to have the

. opportunity to address you and welcame you as parﬂc_ibahts of
our conference. | am delighted to see so many of the wodd;‘s '
leadlng experts in early ch:ldhood develc:pment gathered in this
hall to share their. knowledge and their newest research in a field
that we con_s:de; 10 be 50 extremely important.-] wquld like to
thank the Cart_er Center and president and Mrs. Carter persdnal'ly )
for hou‘s'ing,us here and showing so much interest for the early |
childhood gause. '

| wotld aleo like to thank all the World Bank staff, an&‘ esp'eéiallv'
Mary Eming Young and Jacques van der Gaag, the tandem driving
force, who have been working relentigeslty for months to make

this conference happen. With these efforts, yaur expertise and
talents and . with the support of fuundatio_ns,' .l\'IGOs. UN 'a:gencie'a,_ :
the Carter Canter, and the Task Force for Chitd Survival and K
beveiopr’neﬁt 1 hope that the World Bank will be able to make its ‘
cantribution to set a process imto motnon that waI make a blg’
difference far one of the world's endangered specnes that too long
has been neglected - the deprived children In developing. cpuntrles. |
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. While we ﬁear'a lot about animals’ rights, .bé;by seals and other
gimilar causes that have my full .'sym.pathy, | must confess that no
cause, in my .view, deser\iés mare attention and supp'or't‘ :than the
tights of our children. They deserve a very hlgh prionty on any
gavernment s agenda because the fate of ‘the world’ s children

will-determine the faté of the future world.

Investing in the future is the key phrase- when we speak about the
challengés—'qf early childhood development, The children who will
enter pn'mary' schoal in the year 2000 have already been born -
.what we do or do not do to thefn in their first years will determine
not Only thelr future, but in large part also the future of the.

‘ coming mullenmum The chﬂdhood shows 1he man, as mormng
shows the day. an English poet wrote already in the 17th century.
The poetic truth has become a well established fact in the last 30 :

- years thanks to rescarch by you and yeur colleaguce.

- We know the facts on the Qround pretty well. We know that there
has been remarkable‘progress-in many development ﬁélds over the
past few decades. Life expectancy has beeﬁ increased
considerably, infant mortality has séeh a dramatic drop, pﬁméry
schaols énrollmen‘ts have simllarly gone up while the health status -
of populations in many developing countries-has Improved so
much that the survival chances of chifdren ;Ee rﬁbré than fhree

times as high as ihey were in the fifties. There has undenfably
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. been speétacular progress and there Is hope. But we also know
. that at the sama time we are facing tremandous problems and

challenges.

160 miflion chlldren - most of them girls - do'not attend school .
'iE"very manth almost one million youné children dle frorﬁ
.preventabié diseasas, About ;IO million children undar five are
‘malnourished and suffer severe damage to their mental and
'ph\}sical development. More than one billion beople live on less

t-han one dollar a day, and another 2 billion are only marginally
. bétte.r off. Wars and civil strive in the past two decades have
. lfnade the situation of children even more critical. Two milfion

‘ children were killed; 4-5 million disabled, and 12 million left |
homeless in the wake of these confllcts. AIDS orphans is just one
’ other calamity that haunts children at the end of the 20th century.

Chlldren are, in most cases, the most vulnerable group end the
most likely losers and victims. It their earilest years are bnghted by
'hungar and disease, lack of stimulation and education t&ey will

' pay for it throughout their lives, and so will the society. These:
Ehlldren are marked for failure and are more iikely to 'dol badly in
school, to drap out, and become functionally Iliiterate. At a very
early point they are marglnalized and will encounter great -

" difficuities in finding employmentz ina s_til’| more demandlng and

high-technology based economy. They become the superfluous
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people 'surviving on the verge of existerice often with the strpats
‘as their homes and begging, crime and prostitution as their

. sources of income.

it _is obvious tﬁaftho paorest developing countries iﬁ.Asia, Afiica, |
The Middle East and Latn America are facing the most massive |
problems with providing c¢hildren with the necéssary anvironment
for thelr physical and mental wll-belq’g. The transitidnrecohomies
in East a’na Central Europe aﬁd the farmer Sovlet Union are
encountaring' huge difficulties with giving theirdhildren the
opt:mum conditions that will ensure a healthy life, growth and
‘adequate learning. Even the richest industrialized countries. |
: struggle with some of these problems in their inner cmes that
often become laboratorles for some of the ground breaking

research that is being done in early childhood development.

[ think, therefars, It is fair to say that the problems of early
chiidhood devélopment are not just the problem 6f‘a single'
country or continent. Tﬁey‘ are everyl;édy's problem and
everybody's challenge. .

The 'tragi'c'fact is that for most of the hrobiqms we are faced

with, we know the solution. Thanks to schelars snd practitioners
like you we know the causes of the problems and we have a.g'oc;d :
sense of what works and what doesn't. Through research and
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