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LOS ANGELES COUNTY’S UNIQUE DEFINITION

Family Preservation is: .
An integrated, comprehensive approach to strengthening and preserving families who :
at risk of or already experiencing problems in family functioning with the goal of
assuring the physical, emotional, social, educational, culftural and spiritual development
children in a safe, secure and nurturing environment.

GOALS

1. Assure the safety of children.

Empower families to resolve their own problems.
Build on family strengths.

Identify problems early and solve them.

Involve the community In family support.

Decrease the need for public resources over time.

e 2t UYL D

Break multi-generational dependency upon public services.

SERVICE DELIVERY MODEL

COMMUNITY FAMILY PRESERVATION NETWORKS

e Comprehensive community systems of services

* |ead agencies serving as program leader;

¢ Network agencies subcontracted for services

e Multl-disciplinary case planning with each family; -
e 24-Hour crisis response by community agencies;

e Community Advisory Councils for accountability;

e Written protocols to linkage services;
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CWLA Aegional Leadership

Mid-Atlantic

Chair

Sheryl Brissett-Chapman
Bapust Home for Children
Bethesda, MD

Vice Chair

Paul Levine

Jewish Board of Family &
Children’s Services

New York, NY

Conference Co-Chairs
foan M. Reeves
2hiladelphia Department of
Human Services
Philadelphia, PA

Reinaldo Galindo

Southern Home Services

Philadelphia, PA

Public Policy Chair
Sister Mary Rose McGeady

Covenant House, Inc.
New York. NY

Standards Chair
Bruce Rivers
Children’s Aid Society of
Metropolitan Toronto
Toronto, Ontario

Membership Chair
Robert H. Gutheil
The Salvagon Armv, Social

Services for Children
New York, NY

Mid- West

Chair

Susan S. Stepleton
Edgewood Children's Center
St. Louis, MO

Conference Co-Chairs

Jann Heffner

Ohio Department of Human
Services

Columbus, OH

Penny M. Wyman
The Ohio Association of Child
Caring Agencies, Inc.

Columbus, OH

Public Policy Co-Chairs

E. Lamar Cosby

Children’s Service Society of
Wisconsin

West Allis, W1

Richard D. Gritter

Wedgwood Acres—Christian
Youth Homes

Grand Rapids, MI

Standards Chair

Bennie M. Stovall
Children’s Aid Society
Detroit, MI

Membership Chair

Gary R. Ulrich
Bethany Home, Inc.
Moline, IL

North Atlantic

Chair

Michael R. Ostrowsk:

Child & Family Services of
New Hampshire

Manchester, NH

Vice Chair
Carlton D. Pendleton

Sweetser Children's Services
Saco, ME

Vice Chair/Public Policy
Douglas S. Baird

Associated Day Care Services
Boston, MA

Treasurer
Stephen A. Joffe
Concord-Assabet Adolescent

Services, Inc.
Concord. MA

Membership Co-Chairs

John R. Jackson

New Bedford Child & Family
Services

New Bedford, MA

Mathew F. DeChinico
Children’s Friend and Service
Providence, R!
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Nominating Chair
Jerilyn Niemela
Protestant Youth Center
Baldwinville, MA

Standards Chair

Cynthia P. Fagan

Baird Center for Children and
Families

Burlington, VT

Southern

Chair =

Charles L. Baker

Presbytenian Child Welfaze
Agency

Buckhorn, KY

Vice Chair

James Marquart
DePelchin Children’s Center
Houston, TX

Conference Co-Chairs
Richard L. Dietz
Arkansas Department of Human

Services
Licle Rock, AR

Beverly J. Holcomb
Florence Crittenton Home
Services, Inc.

Litcle Rock, AR
Program/Standards Chair
Jean S. Price
The Children's Home Society of

Florida
Jacksonville, FL

Public Policy Chair
George Ford

" Harris County Children’s

Protective Services
Houston, TX

Membership Chair

James J. Mooney

Metro-Dade Department of
Youth and Famuly Development

Miami, FL

Western
Co-Chairs

Frances L. Hume
Ryther Child Center
Seattle, WA

MERICA
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Gary J. Wolsky

The Village Family Service
Center

Fargo, ND

Treasurer

Nina Grayson

California Association of Services
for Children
Sacramento, CA

Public Policy Chair
Gregory McHugh
Colorado Association of Family

and Children’s Agencies, Inc.
Denver, CO

Standards Chair

Kent Henderson
The Casey Family Program
Seartle, WA

Membership Chair

Sharrell Blakeley

Crittenton Center for Young
Women and Infants

Los Angeles, CA

Canadian

Chair

Monsignor William Irwin
Catholic Social Seevice
Edmonton, AB

Conference Co-Chairs
Doreen Beaton
Nova Scotia Family and Child

Welfare Association
Halifax, NS

George Savoury
Nova Scotia Department of

Community Services
Halifax, NS

Program/Standards Chair
Geoff Pawson

Ranch Ehrlo Society

Pilot Butee, SK

Public Policy Chair

Mel Gill

Children's Aid Society of
Ottawa-Carleton

Orttawa, ON
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-Whitehead intros HRC

-HRC delivers remarks

-Sister McGeady, President of Covenant House, thanks everyone and closes program
-HRC departs (optional ropeline)

V. PRESS PLAN

Open Press

VL. REMARKS

Talking points provided by Lissa Muscatine.
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é.COVENAHTHOUSE

COAAASATT NS ORBARTY ST
346 WEST 17 STREET - NEW YCIRG ALY. 1001 -0

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 19, 1995

Contact: Richard H. Hirsch
(212) 7274036

COVENANT HOUSE LAUNCHES D.C.-BASED.YOUTH SERVICES
PROGRAM WITH BROAD SUPPORT AT CAPITOL_HILL EVENT"

Un May 3rd Covenant House will host a kick-off reception and ceremoay in the
Senate Caucus Room to inaugurate the opening of its new program for homeless and ate
risk young people in the District of Columbia. Mrs. Clinton is sérving as the Honorary
. Chairperson, and Majority Leader Robert Dole and House Speaker Newt Gingrich are
Vice Chairmen of the event. All three leaders have agreed to ttend thé, ceremony.

Mayor Marion Barry, all tlie wwembers of ie District Council, asd over 50
Senators aad Congressmen have agreed 10 serve on the Committee. Nancy Dickerson
Whitebead is chairman of the event and Mrs. William Cafritz is Co-Chairman.

Covenant House is the largest privately-funded cbild welfare agency in the United
States caring for homeless and runaway young people. In 1994 the agency served over
41,000 youth, 5,000 of them prcgnast or mothering teenagers and their children.
Covenant House's various programs include street outzeach, vocational and educatonal
services, a substance abuse program, job training and placement and, depending on the
need, transitional living and other residential services.

- . “We are honored and gratified.” said Sister Mary Rose McGeady, D.C., Covemm
‘ House's President and CEO. "that the First Lady and 50 many Iimpomnt members of the
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U.S. Seuate, House of Representatives, and the Distria Government have agreed to
support Covenaat House’s entry into Washington. We read this show of support as
testimony to the commitmeant of our political leaders to take on the truly serions
problem of homeless and at-risk young people in our nation’s Capitol.

"Covenant House's decision to open its next program in Washington is baced on

this agency’s coavictiog that the plight of this city’s young people is among the mose. .

challenging 1o this country today. As we begin this effort we will not assume that
Covenant House's traditional program will automatizally work here in the District

"I am convinced, however. that a core element of the agency's strategy will be
education, and job training and job placement, and I look forward to Covenant House
Washington developing a close aud cooperative relationship with the business community
to assist us io seuing up these programs.”

Initially, Covenant House will open two facilities in the District: one, a
comprehensive Community Service Center at 2028 Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue, S.E,
serving as the base for a Mobile Outreach Support Team (MOST), while providing
intake, assessment, case mznigement and information and referral services. Within the
first year, programs will be cxpanded to include a range of educational and vocational
programs along with health and legal services. A second site at 101S 15th Sreer, N.W.,
will serve as the agency's Executive Offices and offer internships, job training, such as
computet literacy, and placémeut services.

With Sister Mary Rose at the event will be Vinceat C. Gray, appointed in
December s Expcutive Director of Covenant House Washington. "The business

Sroad Support for the Opaning of Covenant House Washngton Psge 2
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commuaify was exceptionally supportive in belping us to locate a downtown site to
complement our efforts at the Martin Luther King Avenue Ceater,” said Mr. Gray. “We
bope this Jocation will further our efforts to develop solid career oppormaities for the
city’s youth," he added.

Mr. Grsy comes to Covenant House following a four year stint as Director of
[Iuman Services for the District of Columbia. Among Mr. Gray's accomplishments in
the provision of buman services for the District’s yoang people, in particular, was the
establishment of an integrated social serviees' strategy in 15 schools to reduce truancy,
strengthen school performance and foster healthy life-styles, the development of five
family preservation units which kept more than 800 children out of foster care, and the
opening of three comprehensive substance abuse service centerx. Mr. Gray also created
a cultural enrichment program aud expanded pre-vocational training programs.  During
Mr. Gray's tenure, the District’s infant mortality rate dropped to its Jowest levet since the
city began recording such statistics over 20 years ago.

The event will take place in the Seaate Caucus Room (Room 325) in the Russell

Senate Building from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. on May 3rd and is open to the press.

L4 2

Brosd Support fof the Opening of Covenant House Washington Page 8
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A Brlef History of Covenant House

Covenant Honse began io 1969 whea Fatber Bruce Ritter, 2 Franciscan priest,
provided a night of shelter in a snow storm for six young runaways. From his small
apartment on the lower east side of Mauliatlau where thuse finst kids slept on the floor,
Covenant House has grown igto the largest shelter program for homeless kids in the
United States.

In addition to food, shelter, clothing and crisis care, Covenant Hanse offers a
variety of services to homeless youth including health care, education, vocational
prcparation, drug abuse treatment and prevention programs, legal services, recieatiou,
mother/child programs, transitional living programs, street outreach, a national crisis
telephone hotline, assistance in finding long-term living accomodations and aftercare.

In 1994 Covenant House provided residential and non-residential services to over
41,000 youth in five countries. &er 15,000 young people came into Covenant House
Crisis Shelters and Rights of Passage Programs. Morc than 13,800 received help in
Community Service centers or in aftercare and prevention services. Outreach workers -
served another 13,000 youth on the street. ‘The Covenant House Nineline (1-800-999-
9999) received almost 100.500 crisis calls from youngsters all over the count:y who
needed immediate help and had nowhere else to turn.

Incorporated in 1972, Covenant House grew from its quarters in the Greenwich
Village tenements to a group home program to its first Crisis Center in Times Square in |
1977. In December, 1979, the Crisis Center moved to its present Jocation on 41st Street
and 10th Avenue on Manbattan’s west side.

In 1977 Father Ritter began a Faith Community, a group of full time volunteers
who give a year of service to young people, pray together every day and live 2 simple
community life based on the example of St. Francis. In 1994 the Faith Community
numbered approximately 60 members.

Covenant House'’s first tea years were characterized by steady growth in the New
Yotk City program.  The second decade was marked by expansion to fourteen other
cities in six countries

Location Year
Antgua, Guatemala 1981
Toronto, Canada - 1982
Houston, Texas 1983
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 1985
New Orleans, Louisiana 1987
Tegucigalpa, Honduras 1987
Guatemala Gity, Guatemala 1988
Anchorage, Alaska 1988
Los Angeles, California 1088
Mexico City, Mexico 1988
Newark & Aduntic City,

New Jersey 1990

Washington, D.C. 1995
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In the eighties the complexity and diversity of the program grew with the needs of
the kids, In 1986 a transitional program known as Rights of Passage began. In addition
to shelter for up to eightecen months, the "Rights™ program provides education,
employment and counselling services, and a volunteer mentor works one-on-one with
each of the young men and woraen in the program.

The Nineline (1-800-999-9999), a toll free tweaty-four hour crisis line was
launched in October, 1987, to offer immediate assistance to kids end their parcnts who
peed advice, counselling, and referral to an agency close 10 them. The service is
available to anyone in the United States.

Outreach programs were begun at many of the agency’s Jocations to work with the
bds on the street and to encourage them to come into the Crisis Centers. Covenant
Housc’s blue vans are familiar sights in places where kids congregate on the street.

In the 1980s special progruns for young mothess aud teis childien weie also
started at several locations to help these young women face the difficult challenge of
caring for their children as single parents.

In Fehruary, 3990, Fr. Ritter resigned fram the agency as the result of allegations
of personal and financial impropriety. No legal findings regarding the allegations against
Fallic: Rittes wese made. In the year following [ather Ritter's resignation, the agency
was forced to downsize as a result of a reduction in financial support. Fortunately, the
agency was able to keep all its major residential services in place.

Fallowing an investigation of the allegations by Covenant House's Board of
Directors, Sister Mary Rose McGeady, D.C., was appointed President of the agency in
August, 1990. Sister Mary Rose came to the agency from ber position a3 Associats
Executive Director of Catholic Charities of the Diowese of Brooklyn. Her professivual
career in human services and caring for bomeless and disturbed children and their
families spans some forty years.

In 1994 the agency renovated a large facility in Toronto 1o sarve homeless
children and compictcd oonstruction of a new building in Los Angeles. Covenant House
began offering services 10 young people at risk iu Washiugiou, D.C. in the spring of
1995. 1n addition, the agency is considenng two more urbaa centers for openings fn
1996 and 1997. -

The hallmark of Covenant House it the agency's policy of "Opea Intake’ whereby
no child or tccnager is turned away on the first visit, but rather is accepted on a 'no
questdons asked” basis. Only serivus wiscouduct or sefusal to make use of proffered
services limits repeat visits.

By almost any standard the growth of Covenant House has been dramatic. The
agency’s budget of sixty-six million dallars in FY 1994 is supported almost entirely (95%)
by private contnibutions from hundreds of thousands of generous donors who make this
work possible.

Additional information about Covenant House {s available through Covenant
H(;))tisle. Department of Communication, 346 West 17th Street, New York, New York
j{ !
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