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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

May 7, 1996 

Walther Leisler Kiep 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 
4645 Resevoir Road, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20007-1998 

Dear Mr. Kiep, 

Thank you very much for your invitation for the F i r s t Lady 
to to attend the next Youth for Understanding Gala Benefit 
Dinner. Your kind invitation i s appreciated. 

I have forwarded your request to the Fi r s t Lady's Scheduling 
Office. Again, thank you for your invitation. 

Sincerely, 

irgdtet 
l iefj of S ta f f 
to the F i r s t Lady 
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Embassy 
of the Federal Republic of Germany 

FAX 
Prtortty: Serial No.: No. of pages: 

RTE 3 

Washington, April 02, 1996 
4645 fteservoir Road, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007-1998 
USA 
Phone: (202)298-4000 
Pax: (202)296-4249 

From: Office of the Minister (Political), Dr. Gerd Wagner 

To: 

Ref.No.: 
Sublect: 

The Honorable 
Margaret A< Williams 
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff 
to the First Lady 
The White House / 2/WW 

The Honorable 
Ann Stock 
Special Assistant to the President and 
Social Secretary to the First Lady 
The White House / 2/EW 

FAX-No.: (202) 456-6244 

Fax-No. : (202) 456-6235 

Please find enclosed a letter from Mr. Walther Leisler Kiep, Chairman of the "Atlantik-Brucke", 
to the First Lady, Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton. 

We are looking forward to hearing from you soon. 
(Tel. (202) 298-4240, Fax (202) 298-4391) 

Sincerely, 
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The Honorable 
Hillary Clinton 
First Lady of the United States of America 
The White Houee 
1600 Ponnsylvanla Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500 
U S A 
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Bonn. February 22, 1996 

Dear Mrs. Clinton, 

Over the past few years I have admired your courage and determination to do good 
wherever and however possible. 1 am especially impressed by your work in 
advocating for women's and children's rights. Your mottoa ..We are all here to help 
someone ©lee" and „There ie no such thing as other people's children" are basic 
creeds that are central In your message for the world. 

Would you be interested In yet another opportunity to promote your message by 
speaking at our next Youth for Understanding Gala Benefit Dinner in New York this 
coming December? The Youth for Understanding Foundation was established by 
me as a response to the fall of the Berlin wall. The money raised by this foundation 
sponsors one year scholarships In the United States for eastern German high 
school students and likewise, sinoe 1996, for Amerioan minority high school 
students in Germany. Since 1990 over 1,000 eastern German students have 
benefited from this Incredible opportunity to experience other peoples, nations, and 
cultures while making lasting relationships and unforgettable memories. These 
experiences are Invaluable for the cultivation of our youth's futures. 

Over the past several year? your husband, President Clinton, has been gracious 
enough to extend support and encouragement to us through his patronage of our 
gala events. The endorsement by both him and Chancellor Helmut Kohl has greatly 
contributed to the continued success of the Foundation. It is heartening to know that 
the President and the First Lady of the United States share the goal of promoting the 
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As chairman of the Youth for Understanding Foundation as well as of the AtlantIK* 
BrQcke, I would be greatly honored if you would be the speaker at our 1996 Gala 
Benefit. Last year \ had suggested to Vernon Jordan, Jr. how Ideal you would have 
been as a speaker for our 1995 gala, but, unfortunately, due to scheduling conflicts 
you were unavailable. I am asking you now to consider once again to spend an 
evening with us this December. The date can be scheduled according to your 
availability. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon, and I truly hope that your response will be 
positive. 

' With best personal regards 
Respectfully yours, 

Walther Leisler Klei 
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January 25, 1996 

Dr. P. Kloepfer 
3702 Motor Avenue # 8 
Palms, CA 90034 

Dear Dr. Kloepfer: 

Enclosed please f i n d my signed 
business card per your request. Thank you 
for your i n t e r e s t i n adding i t to your 
c o l l e c t i o n . Please f e e l free to contact 
me i f I can be o£ any further assistance. 

ncerely, 

of Staff 
the F i r s t Lady 
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PEAR f'toJigaJivt WltUam - Cfexê  S^a^ - Mu. HUlcuiy Clinton THE FIRST LAW 
======== ======== 

P-fceoAe be 40 fe-oid OA MO* to ieX tkti> littiK and utqaut uldi.', ^Xnce It li veAy 

important to me.. Aj> a kobbif T tnthuAia&tLcally cottzcZ awtogMphzd butiinu* and/oH. 

caUUng c/vidi. Vousu, would be mo At appfizcAJitzd to add to my collection. 

Looking famvid to hexvUng ^om you. piuonally, with any positive. itAponAe in 

tafinut anticipation. Thank you eveA.-io~rmch fox. vatuable time and pxomptne&i in 

this matteA. 

Quite, --iincejiely'l 
A Ki " 

« (Am.) P.5.A., \tng.) C.C.P.R., (TX.J 
TwnscI&cSX-imad oi Mejut, {Au&tAalLa) Royal 

PatAjohaqe, Hutt RiveA 



rm. P. KLOEPFER 

3702 UotoK Ave. #S 
VaZ/M. CA. 90034 

$2.52 
0 0053332-15 

m m EECESPT 

M A R G A R E T W I L L I A M S 

CHIEF OF STAFF the. Tiut lady 
The WhUe House 
1600 Penyinylvartia Ave., WW 
Washington, V. C. 2 0 5 0 0 | 16 1996 



m x 
C/5 O 

m -H 

5 3 

mm m 



THK WHITK HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

November 17, 1995 

Congressman Kanjorski 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Kanjorski: 

I am sending your letter and Mr. 
Oschal's recording to Ann Stock, the White 
House Social Secretary, for review. 

Thank you for your recommendation. 

Chief 
F i r s t 

f Staff to the 
iMy 



T H E W H I T E HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

February 14, 1995 

Mollee Kruger 
619 W a r f i e l d Drive 
R o c k v i l l e , MD 20850-1921 

Dear Ms. Kruger: 

Thank you f o r sending me a copy of 
LADIES FIRST: Rhymes and Times of the 
President's Wives and Other Female 
Fantasies. 

On behalf of Mrs. C l i n t o n , I would 
also l i k e t o thank you f o r the t h o u g h t f u l 
l e t t e r of support and encouragement. 

book. 
Best wishes on the success of your 

Chi 
Off i c 

S t a f f 
)f the F i r s t Lady 
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619 Warfield Drive 
Rockville, MD 20850-1921 

February 7, 1995 
Maggie Williams, Chief of Staff for Mrs. Clinton 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington DC 

Dear Ms. Williams: 

Yours is a formidable job as a behind-the-scenes person, and I commend you for your 
loyalty and devotion to Mrs. Clinton. Now more than ever she needs your support and 
the encouragement of all of us until the country comes to its senses again. Meanwhile, 
you and your crew deserve our thanks for your untiring work in the trenches. 

In a Washington Post article January 15, you were quoted as saying Mrs. Clinton "is a 
litigator", and when she loses, "she files an appeal". In keeping with that, I am sending 
you a little paperback that also files an appeal, seeking equal justice for the First Lady 
and more compassion from the electorate. As someone over 65, I've learned that a little 
humor goes a long way, and so I'm sending you my LADIES FIRST: Rhymes and Times 
of the Presidents' Wives and Other Female Fantasies. I hope it brightens your day. 

It's highly unlikely that you will even see this letter much less the enclosed book.but as I 
approach still another birthday, I have a sense of optimism in tossing overboard the 
bottle with the message inside and hoping that it washes ashore somewhere for someone 
to find. Democrats are like that, optimistic. We shall prevail. We always have. 

LADIES FIRST, one of only 1000 copies printed by a grassroots publisher, is concerned 
with the ambivalence that the American public has always felt toward their First Ladies. 
In your tough job, I know you realize that laughter helps soothe the savage beast of 
politics. You may especially enjoy the tongue-in-cheek humor behind "Vacancy for 
Caesar's Wife on Page 103 and the nugget of truth behind "South Portico" on page 110. 

Let the record show that I'm a grandmother who applauds your office's efforts on behalf 
of young mothers and their children. They must never be deserted. I also appreciate your 
stand on behalf of older women's health issues in publicizing mammography Medicare 
benefits. The federal government should not abdicate responsibility for such vital social 
programs because the states will never be able to pick up the slack. 

Please take a moment off to smile over LADIES FIRST. It may help relieve the tension. 
And I hope the staff member who first opens and reads this letter will have fun with the 
little book, too, before passing it on to you. Perhaps it will be a welcome break on a 
bleak wintery day in Washington. Hang in there, all of you. 

Best wishes, y 

Mollee Kruger 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
W A S H I N G T O N 

May 22, 1995 

Mr. Walther Kiep 
Adenauerallee 131 
53113 Bonn 
Germany 

Dear Mr. Kiep: 

Vernon Jordan has relayed your kind 
words about Mrs. Clinton's Atlanta speech 
as well as your suggestion that she speak 
at the Youth f o r Understanding fundraising 
dinner i n December. 

Unfortunately, Mrs. Clinton's 
schedule i s such th a t i t would not be 
possible f o r her t o accept the i n v i t a t i o n . 
Please know, however, how much we 
appreciate the thought th a t prompted your 
o f f e r . 

With ̂ hanks ^nd best wishes, 

incerely, 

Staff 
iVthe F i r s t Lady 
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Dear Mr. Kiep: 

Vernon Jordan has relayed your 
k i n d words about Mrs. Cli n t o n ' s 
A t l a n t a speech as w e l l as your 
suggestion t h a t she speak a t the 
Youth f o r Understanding 
f u n d r a i s i n g dinner i n December. 

Unf o r t u n a t e l y , Mrs. Cl i n t o n ' s 
schedule i s such t h a t i t would 
not be possi b l e f o r her t o 
accept the i n v i t a t i o n . Please 
know, however, how much we 
appreciate the thought t h a t 
prompted your o f f e r . 

With thanks and best wishes. 

Sincer e l y , 

Send copy of outgoing I t r t o 
Vernon Jordan. Address i s on 
incoming correspondence. 

Date: 

From: 

V c m o n E. Jordan, Jr. 

n 
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Mr. Vernon E. Jordan, Jr 
Senior Partner 
Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld 
1333 New Hampshire Ave., NW 
Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20036 
U S A 

Fax: 001-202-416-5260 

ADENAUERALLK U i 
53113 BONN 

TELEFON mi t t it 41 40/21 42 60 
TELEFAX (0228) 21 4« 89 

POSTANSCMRIFT; 

POSTFACH 1147 

53001 BONN 

Bonn, 10.05.1995! 

Dear Vernon, 

On my way back to Germany after the memorable evening for Jim Wolfensohn, I was 
fortunate enough to catch a bit of ̂ lilipDlliatSriiS speech In Atlanta regarding 
international womanhood. I was so Impressed! Not only was she an articulate and 
compelling speaker but her sense of caring and commitment enveloped the entire 
address Into a feeling of true dedication for women all over the world. 

Although I have never had the pleasure of meeting the First Lady and I am certain 

that her time is very precious, ISwl'sTvirMa^ 

s p e i k i l p M a i ^ 
OeQernbep l̂ia t̂flflfifflTo commemorate the fifth anniversary of the organization's 
inception after the fall of the Berlin wall, we would like this year's event to really 
stand out. Since 1990, over 1000 high school students from the former German 
Democratic Republic have had the Incredible opportunity to spend a year In the 
United States thanks to the overwhelming generousity of the foundation and its 
sponsors, To have visited not only an entirely new land but to have lived a year with 
families who, during the time of the Cold War, were described as the enemy, has 
made an Impact on the lives, dreams, and choices of these young adults. Returning 
to Germany as ambassadors of their ..adopted" country, they have spread the 
goodwill about not only the United States but of different lands themselves. 

A new facet to the foundation was initiated in 1994. Half of the year's proceeds 
allowed American minority high school students to spend a year In Germany. This 
effort is included In the 1995 gala event and is slowly but surely becoming a 
tradition. 

Bankvtrblndungi M. M. Warburi) Bjnk, Hamburp, BLZ 201 201 00. Konto Nr. tV) CMJ 
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Mrs. Clinton's moving address convinced me that she is such a person who would 
value this experience and support our efforts. Do you think that she would give us 
the honor and Join us on December 13? Please let me know what you think and 
how I should proceed. Any help or advice would be greatly appreciated. 

With warm pamonal regards, 

Walther Leisler Kiep 
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Maggie Williams 
Chief of Staff for the First Lady 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
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VA Changes Tune on Mustard Gas Claim 
A young Clyde O. Priddy poses for photo at a U.S. airbase 
in Shamshernagar, India, July 1945. 

Clyde O. Priddy was t'rusirated. He was angry. And the World 
War 11 veteran had a right to be. The VA had refused to reopen 
his case because the federal government steadfastly denied what 
the former toxic gas handler knew to be fact: Priddy suffered 
from the ill effects of his long exposure to mustard gas while 
serving in India from 1945 to 1946. 

But thanks to Priddy's dogged determination and the efforts 
of DAV National Service Officers ( NSOs) in Dallas and Waco, 
Texas, the VA in March 1994 instructed its regional adjudica­
tion office to proceed with the veteran's claim for service-con­
nected disability secondary to exposure to mustard gas. 

The 68-year-old veteran, praised the efforts ofthe DAVs Dennis 
R. Nixon, supervisory NSO, and Donald Sampson, assistant super­
visory NSO. Waco. Texas. "They've been able to help me a lot," 
Priddy said. "They know the rules that the VA goes by. 

" I must admit that I wasn't sure the VA would ever go along 
with it [reopening the claim originally filed in March 1993)," 
Priddy said. 

Priddy. who already is receiving service-connected compen­
sation for having lost an eye. sought redress for respiratory prob­
lems and other ailments he said stemmed from breathing and (• 
handling mustard gas. In denying the claim, the VA said there j 
was nothing in Priddy's service record to indicate that he was I 
exposed to the highly dangerous toxic agent. j 

The Arlington. Texas, veteran said that without the DAVs 
help he would never have penetrated the Department of 
Defense's (DoD) veil of secrecy about chemical warfare that 
he blames for the lack of information in his service record. 

" I knew I had to give it everything I had to get the VA to 
recognize the validity of my claim." Priddy said. "And DAVs 
NSOs helped me an awful lot." 

In support of his claim. Priddy produced, from among his 
wartime memorabilia, photographs of mustard gas canisters he 
and his comrades handled at a chemical storage site near Ondal. 
India, where he had been stationed. He also indicated on a map 
the locations of other chemical storage sites where he had been 
assigned. These, coupled with collaborating statements from 
other toxic gas handlers, who recounted how they and others 
were put at risk during their wartime service, convinced the VA 
to reconsider its earlier decision that denied Priddy 's claim. 

"I cannot stress enough the importance of being able to fully 
develop a claim for service-connected disability," said DAV 
Deputy National Service Director Kenneth D. Wolfe. "One of 
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the most important aspects is finding the right person who has 
access to the necessary information." 

In this case, not only was the DAV able to assist Priddy in his 
claim, but it is apparent lhat the DAV can help a lot of other 
veterans with the information that the DoD has released on 
chemical weapons units in World War n. Wolfe noted. 

DAV NSOs then presented the evidence to VA officials, who 
have since been very cooperative in helping develop the case 
and locating others in Priddy's unit, said Wolfe. 

"One of the main problems with Priddy's claim, and others 
like it," Wolfe said, "is that because there was nothing about 
mustard gas in the veteran's service record, the VA didn't know 
where to start. But the information our NSOs got from Priddy 
gave them the right lead to present the issue." 

VA Assistant Director for Policy, Compensation, and Pension 
Service Quinton Kindenman then sent the information to the 
DoD, which verified that Priddy's unit was active in India. In 
addition, a munitions expert at the U.S. Army's Edgewood Ar­
senal in Maryland confirmed that the canisters in Priddy's pho­
tographs were "consistent with those used for mustard agent and 
phosgene gas transported and stored in the China. India, and 
Burma Theater of Operations during World War II ." The muni­
tions expert also noted that the canisters "were notorious leakers 
due to the wartime manufacturing quality and the damp climate 
ofthe Indian continent |sic]." 

According to reports released by the DoD. storing and han­
dling chemical weapons during the war presented a number of 
problems that were left unsolved. With wartime production of 
mustard gas and other toxic chemicals in high gear, there wasn't 
time to construct completely leakproof containers. 

Safety Measures Were Lacking 
Likewise, in the rush to deploy supplies of mustard gas for pos­

sible use against the enemy, little was done to provide for the safety 
of personnel who handled those dangerous chemicals. Nor was it 
possible to develop sophisticated detection devices. Instead, toxic 
gas handlers were given only the most rudimentary safety training 
and learned to distinguish various chemicals by their odor. 

Consequently. Priddy and his comrades in the 816th Chemi­
cal Company were in constant danger and had virtually no pro­
tection from the toxic substances they handled. 

One unexpected outcome of developing his claim. Priddy said is 
that he "learned much more about mustard gas and the dangers it 
poses" than the meager training he received as a toxic gas handler. 

"Nobody [in the Armyl seemed to care about our safety." 
Priddy said. "From what I've learned on my own [about the 
harmful effects of mustard gas|. the only thing that saved us is 
that we worked in the open air. I hate to think what might have 
happened to us if we had been in an enclosed area." 

But even in the open, the chemical storage dump was a dan­
gerous place to work. 

In the sweltering heal of the tropics, pressure built up in the con­
tainers: ruptures were a constant threat. All ihe while, the highly 
corrosive gas silently ate away a! the seals in a persistent attempt to 
escape. The toxic gas handlers had to be always on the alert for leaks. 

"We had to see or smell the leak." wrote Curtis Hewlett, a veteran 
of Priddy's chemical weapons unit. "We had no other equipment 
for detecting leaks; it was sight and snifling." 

Hewlett also told how a comrade, who "was sniffing to find a 
leaker." had just turned his head away from a container as a stream 
of mustard gas sprayed his left ear. 

DAV MAGAZINE 



When a leaker was found. Hewlett said, "it was picked up by 
hooks and a pole, which we laid on our shoulder and walked it 
to the pil to bury....One end of the trench was sloped so we could 
walk down into the trench and gently lay the bomb down." 

The leakers were then covered with a few inches of dirt, then 
chloride of lime and another layer of dirt. And. as Hewlett noted, 
when the leaking mustard gas came in contact with the chloride 
of lime, the chemical reaction released more dangerous fumes. 

For Priddy, his nearly daily exposure to the dangers of mus­
tard gas lasted from the spring of 1945 to May of 1946. 

When the war ended, the toxic gas handlers were then faced with 
the problem of what to do with the thousands of tons of dangerous 
chemicals amassed throughout China, Burma, and India. 

Hyman Simms, another veteran of the 816th recounted how 
he and others were ordered to dispose of mustard gas stocks "as 
best as we could." 

"We generally buried the leakers....doing most of the labor. 

shoveling, lifting by hand," Simms said. 
"We dug trenches for miles, buried what we could, and 

dumped what we could into the Bay of Bengal. We had casual­
ties all through my tour. How bad they were, we never knew 
since most of them were sent back to the States," Simms said. 

As Wolfe noted, "While there may never be a full accounting 
of those exposed to mustard gas during their military service, 
the VA, with the help of the DoD, has pledged to assist veterans 
all they can, including help in developing iheir cases. 

"The VA is trying to identify as many affected veterans as 
possible." Wolfe noted, "and has taken steps to extend eligibil­
ity for compensation for disability and death resulting from the 
chronic effects of in-service exposure to mustard gas." (See re­
lated article on proposed VA regulations on this page.) 

Veterans who believe they were exposed to mustard gas as a 
result of their military service are urged to contact their DAV 
National Service Officer. • 

At far left, railroad 
cars loaded with 
mustard gas canisters 
roll through India, 
November 1945. Left, 
mustard gas canisters 
are dumped in Bay of 
Bengal, also in 
November 1945. 

ft,' . 

DAV Urges Liberalizing 
Rules on Mustard 
Gas Compensation 

To help ensure just compensation for vet­
erans exposed to mustard gas and other vesi­
cant (blistering) agents, the DAV has urged 
the Department of Veterans Affairs to revise 
proposed regulations that would place an 
additional burden of proot on veterans fil­
ing claims. 

The proposed rule published for com­
ment in the Federal Register sought to 
extend compensation eligibility to "cover 
any verified full-body exposure during 
military service." This would include vet­
erans exposed to mustard gas under battle­
field conditions in World War I. those present 
at the German air raid on the 
harbor of Bari, Italy, during 
World War U. and those en­
gaged in manufacturing and 
handling vesicant agents during 
their military service. Undercur­
rent regulations eligibility is lim­
ited to veterans who participated 
in secret tests of such chemical 
agents during World War II. 

National Adjutant Arthur H. Wilson told 
the VA that even though this appears to 
extend eligibility for service-connected 
disability, the DAV is "unconvinced that 
the indicated liberalism is real." Al the 
heart of the matter is the requirement that 
full-body exposure be verified. "This ob­
viously is a higher standard of proof 
than currently required," Wilson said. 
"It would place a greater burden of 
proof on veterans before they could pre­
vail in future claims." 

Wilson noted that meeiing the verification 
requirement would be most difficult "since 
the VA. and the United States government 
both agree that available service medical 
records are sparse to non-existent because 
much of the mustard gas research and ex­
periments were conducted under rigorous se­

crecy to prevent disclosure of 
the activities." 

The proposed changes in 
the VA's adjudication regula­
tions were prompted, in pan, 
by a National Academy of 
Sciences study of the long-
term health effects of expo­
sure to vesicant agents. The 
study, commissioned by the 

VA. confirmed a link between in-service ex­
posure to mustard gas and the subsequent 
development of certain conditions, some of 
which are covered undercurrent regulations. 

Verified full-body exposure lo vesicant 
agents would make veterans eligible for 
service-connected compensation for the 
following chronic forms of cancer: na­
sopharyngeal, laryngeal, lung (except 
mesothelioma, which is typically linked 
to asbestos exposure), and squamous cell 
carcinoma ofthe skin. 

The VA would grant service-connection 
for acute non-lymphocytic leukemia, as 
well as chronic forms of laryngitis, bron­
chitis, emphysema, asthma, and chronic-
obstructive pulmonary disease resulting 
from full-body exposure to mustard gas. 

The VA expects to finalize the new 
regulations in lale summer. 

In realistic terms, Wilson said, "much of 
the regulatory proposal gives with one hand, 
but takes away with the other. The kinguage 
is strikingly familiar to overly restrictive pro­
visions that were previously, and to some 
extent still are, so troublesome for veterans 
seeking to establish service connection lor 
residuals of radiation exposure and Agent 
Orange exposure." • 
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OPESUW mromrr 

Da^ld E A I I , M.D.. Ph.D. 

R*tir«d Director, Katlonal Ixueitut* of Knvirc 
azul ChAlr, 

CoaBaitt** to Suxvsy th* H««lth Sff«ccs of MustAxd Gas and L«wlslc*» 
Inacituto of lUdieiiM, tUcional Acadu^ of Selaneaa 

meal Haalth Seianeas, 

Praaa confaranea to ralaaaa tha coaaittaa'a rapore 

7a£aran* aC Rimk: Thm EmxlCh Kffmct* of Hastrnzd Gms mid Lmimlf 

January 6, 1993 
Jational Aeadaay of Sciancaa Building 

Vaahlnfton, D.C. 

In 1941, tha U.S. bagan an incaaaiva raaaarch prograa> oa poiaos fasa* 

baeauaa i t vaa axpactad1 thac auch gaaa* would ba uaad In. Sarldi Bar-

Th* Whlta Bouaa organlzad cbaaa raaaarch. prograaa t» eaac * ̂ wrtaqp- af 

protactiva aaaauraa, including clothing, againat ga» injuria*. L» 

aacpariaanta with tha bllataring aganta. nuatard gaa (or sulfur auatard) 

and Lavlslta -- thouaands of nilitary parsomal vara usad as tast 

subjacc*. i c i s ioporcanc to add thac ch* vase •ajoricy of Cham tacaivad N\ 

* drop of th* agants on thair asa*. Shil* thl* axposur* 1* ualikol7> 

hav* any hue local affaces, aor* Chan. 4,000 azparlancad auch aor* 

axposura* l a tasts conductad uadar flald cockdiciaa* or in ga* 

Flald and chaabar taats wara daalgnad to taat tha affaecivaaaa* of 

procactiv* clothing. In chaabar taats, th* aaa war* ouefltead with, 

various aaounts of protactiva clothing and gas masks. Thay antarad ga* 

chaabara lika tha onaa ahown on pagaa 38 and 39 of your praprlntad raporc 

coplaa for on hour ae a eiao, rapaacadly ovar a pariod of days, until 

1 

f a i r 
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of January 15. 1992 (57 FK 1099-1700). , 
Inlrreilcd persons were Invited lo / 
•ulimit %vtiticn c:imincf:l.«. *u£j»<!iilior.s vk 
ubjcciions on ur tjciorc i'l'ijrunrv H. I 
1902. We received three commcnlj. one 
from a McT.bcr Concn.-js. r.nc f.-o:n 
the Veterans of Foreign Wms cf ihe 
Llniied Slates und one from Q private 
individual. 

One ccmm?r.tcr 3ijjy;estod that the 
rule should require lhal ihe lisied 
rondilicnj be momfcslcd within n 
specified period (allowing exposure to 
mustard gas. nnd that '.he rule as 
proposed discnninaies against World 
War 1 veterans who were exposed to 
mustard gas under combat conditions. 

The ovnilnble English lunj;uagc 
lilcroture dealing with the effects of 
exposure to mustard gas includes Dritish 
and American reports of World War 1 
mustard gas cnsunlilicn. a 1033 VA 
study of both living and dead veterans 
who had been exposed to muni.Trd ans 
during ihe war. and a 1900 study of U.S. 
Army-and VA records of .̂710 r-.en who 
h.'id been liospi!.".!l:ed for niuntard g:is 
poisoning in 1918. A resiuw of this 
lileralure by Veterans Healdi j 
Ad.~Liistralion ! M L \ ) personnel 
indicated lhat fo: individuals who 1 
survive acute poisoning with mustard 
gas. the chronic, long-term effects (those • 
iasUr̂ g longer than one year) which hove. 

records associated with the te i t i are 
generally unavailable, and no long terrn 
fullcw up r.tnmir.nlions were ccnduclcd^ 
As ii resell, jcr . i tc medical reccrdt far 
individuals who participated in those 
ics'.s r.:.-.v ::o( show e-. iden.ee cf !!-.e 
acuic eii'icts ci mustard gas exposure, j 
Fur;her:nore. it is likely that participant^ 
w'nu developed chronic effec: cf 
exposure did not previously file 
campeiuaticn ciaims with VA solely 
Ijecauj,; ihey had been InBtrjcted not to 
discuss their involvement In the tests, 
rhysicians who may have treated these 
veterans for chronic effects more lhan 40 
years ago have almosl cenaLily retired 
from private practice, making it 
impossible for a veteran to establish 
that a chronic form of one of the 
specified disabilities has existed 
continually since exposure to mustard 
gas. For lhc;e reasons. VA believes that 
rcqujring' a chronic [orm of one oi the 
specified conditions, rather than 
establishing a manifestation 
requirement, better serves the purpose 
cf this ruiemaUr.g. 

r Another commenter suggested that 
rather than naming specific conditions, 
ihis regulation should provide sen-ice 
connection for all diseases of the eyes, 
cars, nose and Ihroat. aa well as ony 
damage to the respiroiory. 

a'u"* } 7 - > 1 ' . I \ cardiovascular, renal and cutaneous 
been noted include laryngihs. bronch.t.s.^ s ^ T h e ^ C 0 [ I u n e n l c r w a c s l t l S / 
exphyscr.a. as-.r.rr.c ccnienctiv^s. .^.pecific lis. of ecditicnal ccnd.i.cns 

review furti-.e: i::d:calcd that cr.y 
chronic effects been sr.ortiy ai:er 
exposure: cr.S": syrriv'.cr-.s is :'.':t 
delayed. 

If tl '.Vorld V.'.i: I vctiM.in Mi n a LI. : ! : : ! 
based on residual disability duo to 
mustard gas pypesurc. service medical 
."ccords should «how evidence cf the 
aculc clfccts ol the exposure, and VA 
drvclopn for evidence rnliiblisliing that 
the Inng-tcrni. chronic eff'jctn for which 
compcnsi.ion is claimed firs, iippcnrcd 
(hcrtly slier expi sure nnd have exited 
continually since '.hat lime. While it 
eortoinly becomes more difficult lo 
establish conlir j ; ! ) - of a chronic 
disability with the possagc of time, in 
the case of World War I vetcrona there 
wns no Rovrmmcnl-lmposed r.ondlticn 
which would hove discouruged or 
prevented (her-, from filing claims be«ed 
on exposure to mustard gas at an earlier 
dale. 

Velernns who were exposed lo 

cr '..-.elusion. 
VA does not concur. As discussed 

fibove. the proposed rule was based 
upon n review by VHA personnel of '.re 
avnilnblc Fjiplish language lilcroture 
regarding the effects of exposure lo 
tr.usierd gas. Thai review ider.iiTicd the 
condiuons specified In the regulation ej 
the long-term effects of exposure. The 
information contained b those studies, 
however. Is not cufficienl lo c.xpond ihe 
list os suggcsicd by either commenter. 
VA hna contracted with the Notional 

" Acoiicmy of Sciences (NAS) to conduct 
a revie w of the wcr'.d rsedic.il end 
scientific literature. inoJudir.g Lhat 

"publisfieclin languages other than 
_ English.Jo.detumme.lhe long- term 
..health effects of exposure io mustard 
. gas. The report is due in December 199:. 

After reviewing ihe NAS findings. VA 
will determine what, if any. change is 
warranted In our determinolion 
regarding ihe long lerm effects of 

nmiilBrd gns during expcrmicntiil IrsH of muslnrd giis exposure, ond the 
protective clothing and equipment 
during World War II. however, face o 
potentially Insurmounlnble 
disadvantage wh.cn uttcmptlng lo 
establish cnlillcmcnt to componaation. 
Thote lesli were conducied behind a 
itrictly enforced reil of secrecy, medicol 

regulation will be amended accordingly. 
In die mcanlime. we find no good cause 
lo deloy payment to those clnimanis 
who will be entitled under this rule 
while we attempt to determine whether 
the rule should covein^rondcr range of 
condition*. 

One commcnlcr noted lha« another 
agent. Lcwisilc. was also used during 
the "crrcl tcsling of equipment and 
clothing during World Wiir II. and 
suggested that ihe regulaiion also 
address the long term effects of Lewisite 
exposure. 

The lileralure VA has reviewed does 
rot conioin suiTicicnt Inlormatlon 
regarding Lewisite to warrant a rule on 

"its long-term eiTects.'NAS will address • 
the issue of exposure to other chemical 
agcntflThowcvcr. and wc ore deferring a 

~3ecision as to whether ruleniakinij is 
warranted on other agents until more 
informalion ia avBilable to us. 

Another commentcr. because he did 
not find an effective dale specified for 
the proposed rule, assumed that ihe 
liberalizing regulation rule found at 38 
U.S.C. SUOlg) (formerly 3010(g)) applies 

The preamble lo the proposed rule 
stated lhal the anicndincnt was 
proposed lo be. and in fact ll is. effective 
the date of publication of ihe final njlc 
[I? FR IGM). The Secretary finds good 
cause for doing so since this nmendmrnl 
relieves a restriction and will not work 
lo die delriment of any claimant. This 
decision is fully consistent with VA -s 

' longstanding policy to administer the 
law under n broad inlcrprelation for .he 
benefit of veterans and their dependents 
(30 CFR 3.102). The commenler is correct 
in assuming that benefits cannot be 
payable under this regulation earlier 
than its effective dale. 

VA appreciates the commenis 
submil.ed in response lo the proposed 
rule, which is now adopted without 
nmendmrnl. 

Ihe Secrclnry hereby certifies thnt 
this regulatory amendment will not have 
a significant economic impact on a 
subsiantial number of small er.liiics as 
they ore defined in the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act (kFA). 5 U.S.C. 001-612. 
The reason for this certification Is lhat 
this nmendment would noi directly 
nffctl any small cnlilics. Only VA 
beneficiaries could be directly affected. 
Therefore, pursuant to 5 U S C. 605(b). 
Ihis amendment is exempt from the 
initial and final regulatory flexibility 
analysis requirements of sections 003 
andKM. 

In accordance with Executive Order 
12291. Federal Regulation, the secretary 
has dclermlncd ihol this regulatory 
amendment is non-ma|or for ihe 
following reasons: 

(1) It will not hove an annuol effect on 
Ihe economy of S100 million or more. 

(2) It will not cause a major Increase 
in costs or prices. 

(3) It will not have ifgnificant adverse 
effects on compeiltlon. employment. 
Invcmmenl. productivity, innovation, or 



CATEGORIES SHOWING THE RELATIONSHIP OF EXPOSURE 
TO MUSTARD AGENTS AND LEWISITE TO LONG-TERM HEALTH CONSEQUENCES 

Tfcs tHAmm stadM bytfca rnaiilW i INDICATED s < 

••••iililHfyiUHl, 

» SUacMcar 

of tbasUa 

(typtaaOy acuta aaaljmfhoeytic tfpm, tnm 

Cbnmke rapJnmry disaaaas (also Ltvi^ta) 

tattear* 

» DdayadraeamatkaratltlaoraaeT* 

»• IT I ijiftiaillna 

(acnta uuuljwtihuijlk typa rafattad ta 

» TTiprndiirtff 

iNsumcarrr 

> Gaatratelaattaal 

I» 

f Ripinduulia dyaftmctfon (Lawtoila) 



thair skin shovad avidanca of burna. Tha aan vara Cold navar ca- ravaal 

thair participation in thaaa sacrat taat inf programs •» and aoat navar 

did until tha 1980s, whan a fav caaa forward to claim coapanaatlon for 

sarloua haalth problaaa that thay ballavad wara cauaad by thair axpoaura. 

Tha Dapartaant of Vatarana Affairs (VA), in raaponaa to tha aan* a 

claias, agraad to covar asthma, chronic conjunctivitis, and fiva othar 

disaasaa. But i t wantad sciantific advica on whathar to add any othar 

haalth problaaa to thair l i a t azul caaa to tha Instituta of Madleiaa for 

that advica. Our coaaittaa vaa aakad by tha VA to aurvay tha sciantific 

and aadical litaratura and aasass tha strangth of association batvaan 

axpoaxira to auatard gaa and Laviaita and tha davalopaant of apaclfic 

diaaaaaa. Our coaaittaa raviavad naarly 2,000 aciantific papara and 

othar docuaanta, and apoka with nuaaroua outsida azparta. Much of tha 

data vara of vary poor quality, wfaara thay axlacad ae a l l . La addition, 

va talkad to ovar 260 vatarana and raviavad tha historical racorda of th* 

Chaaical Warfara Sarvica. I t bacaaa claar thac aany chaabar and flald 

tast; subjacta suffarad skin, laryngaal, and lung daaaga. Ovarall, tha 

lavala of axpoaura by tha huaan subjacta aay hatva baan auch highar than 

pravlously ballavad, parhapa aa high «a battlaflald- axpoauraa. Tha 

military'a failura to docuaonc thla, or ta track tha aan in latar l i f a , 
i 

. j . . . . . 

vaa disturbing and liaitad tha information aval labia to ua. 

Nonachalaaa, va vara abla to roach cartain conclualona about tha 

long- tara haalth affacta. In soaa casaa, tha avidanca indleatad a cauaal 

ralationahip batvaan axpoaura and a particular dlaaaaa. For a fav 

diaaaaaa, tha data vara suggaativa but not coaplataly claar. For othara. 

thara vaa inaufficiant avidanca to daaonatrata a cauaal ralationahip. 



Th* brukdovn Is givan in th* chare ae eh* and of th* praaa rail 

Va includa th* savan diaaaaaa on tha VA' a l i a t and add othar, n*w haalth 

conaaquancas aaaociatad with axpoaura. 

Larga gapa a t i l l axist in tha knovladga haaa, and our i->TT 

suggaata that tha VA carry out apldaaiologlcal atudlaa, ceaparlng tha 

huaan sxibjacts of gaa chaabar, flald, and akin tasts with approprlata 

control groups. This would halp claar up soaa of our quaation* about 

long-tara haalth affacta. 

Tha VA. along with tha Dapartaant of Dafanaa, alao naada ta raach out 

to tha aan who took part in thasa taata, aa wall aa to thair faailiaa and 

phyaiciana. Thara ara thouaanda of thaaa vatarana s t i l l aliva acroa* tha 

Uni tad Stataa. Most took a vow of sacracy ae tha t i a * of th* oxpariaanta 

and hav* navar brokan i t . Tha military should, hav* ralaasad tha» fro* 

thla vow long, ago and providad thaa with aadical follow-up,, i f for n» 

othar raaaon than to gathar data that could ahad. Light o» » hoac of 

aadical problaaa. Tha vatarana war* lafe to vendor in sllanc* aboue 

posslbl* long-tana haalth af facta. 

Th* govamaane naada to raach out to thaa* aan, of far aadical 

avaluationa, and traae aay poaaibl* axpoaura-ralatad haalth- problaaa. 

^Siailar oucroach ia naadad with fbxaar vaapon* production vorkar* vh* 

~vara axpoaad to thaa* chaaicals and vatarana axpoaad aftar th* boablnc of 

a aunitiona ship in Bar! harbor, Italy. Long-tana follow-up studiaa of 

tha haalth status of thosa axpoaad would b* iaportant. Muatard gaa 

raportadly haa baan uaad in tha racant Araanian-Azarbaljan and Iraq-

Xurdlah conflict*, and i c ia l ikmly ClvaC ica U M w i l l eoncinua. 

Inforaation darivad froa long-tars follow-up studiaa w i l l b* iaaraaa'fhglx 



isporeane. 

Tha chaabar and flald testa wars conductad bafora tha Nuraabarg Coda 

of 1947 satabllshod foraal principles to govern tha propar traataant of 

huaan subjacta, so parhapa i t is poaaibla to understand thaa 

historically. But va caxmot excuse the fact that tast subjects, 

particularly thosa who suf farad severe burna and inhalation injuries, 

vara neglected so long aftar the var ended. 

Thaaa volunteers served our country with honor and at great personal 

cost. Thay vere aiscreated twice -- first, in tha secret Casting and 

then by the official denials that lasted for decades. Now, years later, 

it * a tiaa to aet things right. 

At thla tiaa, ay colleagues and I will be happy to answer your 

questions. Pleaaa state your nana and affiliation whan asking a 

quaation. 

a a a 



YOUR TAXES THEIR 

Millions of dollars go to large companies to promote products worldwide. 

IWhiattaxpayers^are 
fBLUEOMMMQND 

$7,587,000 

DOLE (fruits, nute 
'i§S®Bmd raisins) Wjk 

$4,323,043 

The Agriculture Department paid to advertise these and other brands overseas during tne 1990 oudget year* 

OTHER COMPANIES 
Company Tax money spent 
Sunkist Growers $9,234,667 
Sunsweet Growers 3,272,000 
American Legend Mink Cooperative 1,370,000 
PillsburyCo 1,239,500 
Rockingham Poultry Marketing Cooperative 1,210,000 
Hudson's Bay Fur Sales Inc ...^ 880,000 
Welch's , 648,145 
Heublein (wines) 510,000 
Vininer's (wines) .480.000 
Ralston Purina 380,000 
Seagram's 310,000 
Riceland (rice) 230.000 

Company Tax money spent 
Manning Beef.... $200,000 
Campbell Soup...... : 180,000 
Kal Kan pet foods .....180.000 
Tree Top Inc. (fruit drink) .180.000 
Decoster Egg Farms 150.000 
Colonial meats........ 114,875 
Weaver Popcorn 100,000 
K-Paul's (Cajun foods) .....60,000 
Newman's Own 50,000 
Celestial Seasonings 30,000 
Boston Beer. 25,000 
XatM figure available 

vt: USDA/GAO 

y ogram lines pockets of food giants 
By JEFF TAYLOR 
and MIKE McGRAW 
Special Projects 
© 1991, The Kansas City Star Co. 

W/\SHiNGTON — 
Food giants don't 
come much bigger 
than Dole, one of the 
world's largest fruit 
companies. 

Among its many 
ventures, the 
conglomerate raises 
its own pineapples 
and bananas on 
50,000 acres of 
plantations from 
Hawaii to Thailand. 

At S3 billion, its sales last year 
nearly matched the sales of all 
crops grown in Missouri and 

Kansas. 
But the 

U.S. Depart­
ment of 

thinks Dole 
needs help 
from Ameri­
can taxpay­
ers to ad­
vertise its 
products 
overseas. On 
your behalf, 
the depart-
ment gave 

v" . $4 million in 
export promotion money to the 
company last year. 

"That's a drop in the bucket to 
us," concedes company spokes­
man Carol Klein. 

And it's also just one small 
part of a $200 million-a-year 
government venture called the 
Market Promotion Program. 
Better known among 'industry 
recipients by its old name. 

Betrayals and 
.. blunders at the 
^Department of 
'- Agriculture 

Targeted Export Assistance, the 
program has spent about $1 
billion since 1986 for foreign 
television commercials, grocery 
Jiipia/i, wine uisungs and other 
promotions in markets around 
the world. 

It's supposed to help shore up 
America's sagging exports by 
promoting the labor of American 
farmers. 

But often, according to an 
examination by The Kansas City 
Star, your money merely 
becomes advertising pocket 

change for some of the world's 
biggest food companies, like 
Sunkist growers ($9 million), 
Tyson Foods ($4.6 million) F*' 
Gallo Wines ($2.3 million) and 
Pillsbury Foods ($ 1.2 million). 

How do those giants spend 
your money? Many would not 
say. 

Even some USDA employees 
who oversee the program for the 
Foreign Agricultural Service say 
they have no idea exactly how 
the money was spent. They say 

See EXPORT, A-22, Col. 1 

Inside 
Rebellious farmers say 
Sunkist and other industry 
giants use a USDA-backed 
marketing system to keep 
food prices high and 
competitors in line/A-23 
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