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~fi{omttty, Speak forJ-ie... 

ihe iOorU cf iheyam . . 
Jbok 1 fcfi umiHc wotf to my, beab 
As fu, kftPX$ 606̂  in the nun. 

-fimrnH speaStfovw, 
trtm ttwtwft rog » 
yieaic find scnueoae. v>no uml iwtwt 
T/wf « itttwi 6« someone, 5om«olxere 

y\mmu i>V€a& for vxc, . 
fox- Stare arc 50 tttatw cMSveu hkc wipef? 

THauOc «ou can get totutotic to ici) 
-W^ chforeu are at»^I« the «wr^ t^«' 

T^wwig and y «*tai 
Ooti't hmig ftour &a* inihamt 
Oust ato^* foat X lofe Kw 

j^u iryjart the same. 
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I ' l l lend vou for a l i t t l e time a c h i l d of »ifief Chri s t s e i d i 
Fcr you tc love the while she l i v e s t and *ourr< for when she's deod. 

I t aav be six or seven searsf or tuenty-tuo or threef 
But u i l l you t i l l I c a l l her backf take care of her f o r «ie? 

• 
:->e'll brine her chare to gladden acu/ir:d shall her sta« be brief f 
Vcc'll have her lovely aeciories at solace for your S r i e f . 
I csonot promise she u i l l s t a y i since a l l fro«< earth r e i u r f u 
t u t there ere lessons taufiht doun there I uant t h i s c h i l d t c leern. 
I looked the uide world over i n ay search for a teacher t r u e i 
Ani froc the thronSs t h a t croud l i f e ' s lanei I have selected yot:. 
I r.ncu you u i l l dive her a l l your lovei not think the labor vairtf 
Kc-r hate ce when I cor<e to c a l l to take her back asain? 
I fancied that I heard you say? 
"Dear Lordi Thy w i l l be done» 
rzr i l l the Joy thy c h i l d s h a l l b r i n ^ i 
The risk of Srief I ' l l run. 
I ' l l shelter her with tende mess i 
I'11-love her uhile I c<ay. 
AT:C for the happiness I've known t 
Fcrever arateful stay. 
rut shall the angels c a l l for hert 
j'jch t:c^r;tT than I F-1 anned» 
: ' ] ] pr^ve the ̂ r i e f t i n t conesi and t r ^ uncerstand. " 



KS )r a Pd" er, 14, t̂h feii age g r k lled 
Dy MAOOAnCT WILLIAMS •, - .V 

.' Hundreds of sohool friends and !«»cher<-al!ena&d th8 funeral 
riles o' M-year-old Gloria Eveile Pointed, whoJepahlally-clolhW-
body wns found on Thursday, December 6.Th* flflevlng mother 
mprcssod her feollngs In Ihe following letter which ha* been 

•'sllnhlly flllorod lor publication: • • 
• Don r Gloria. Ihofe are nol many who have been blessed to leel, 

iho |oys nnd sorrows of moiherhood. bul for slm6st 18 yean I. 
wns omcod lo have the experience beeMtebt yoti, my preclout • 
d.iughior. Gloria Pointer, • , ••' .'•<. 

"i found you lo be an obedient chlldi One. who when In the 
wrong, wns willing to amend your ways. YdU were easily 
Insiruclod: nnd woll-loved by many. You had a gigantic appetite 
lor II Ie. You used your days to lulflll your deslres.-whlle maintain­
ing a r.lonr view pi Ihe future • of youf hopes an^ dreamt. Yq î' 
usod your goals In life as a candle lo guide you through the dark 
paihs ol ihis world In which we live." . 

' Yns, you gave.your very best In everythlng you.dld. 
"So do I, Gloria: and I promise you that I wll lglvi my all."-The 

' .letter waa itgnad ilmoty, *Mommy." . . 
•Gloria EvatttPolnlbr waa bom on February28. infKloYvonne 

Pointer ahd QaJy M m . Sh? accepted Christ whan thb waa very 

' •ndrtenr. aha.'i/Ii alib'a member ofthe Purity Ctatt ind a faithful 
••»tUdehl8tfliin'Sy.8chooVN<H'-». • . . |- •.. •' • 
'•. --Sha w | i thwght of at a copipttstbriiii'a child bept'Oie of tho 
• afranda ( M . r i p . f o r M t Ji^tghbort. SKa fovad p?8plfi and waa 
' otten teen datJyarlnfl ioup to M r neighbors who W^ra III. 
.- She Wai i lt l iH*nl at Harry £..Drfvlt JUnlor Hlghjind some of 
' h'*r-actrv1«ljrtlfnc(udey: befng a membirof the tra£1{ team, bat-

RUIball (aim and the Cheerleader*. Gloria wat alto i f>lthful aide ' 
' ' i receive a to-her teabh»ri.,OnThe <fay of her death; ihe Wai.Jo reci 

"perfect iffahdanee''ltward. ' . . - ^ 
' Sha til a M w d b^her mother,'Yvohrta Rithldj-^tner. 

1 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ T T ^ ^ T ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ * •» 

Gary 

Mll'lt; a caring stepfather, Nadir Rashid; a loving broiiior. nny 
mohd Pointer, a darting baby tlstar, Denyoio Rashid; grondpnr-
anfibothmatemalandpaternal, isunls,uncles, cousins nnd omor 
m'emtiers of the family. She also leaves a dear iriend.poShnwn. 

included In the number ol beroavid are her school Irionds ni 
Harry E. Davtt and members of har.churth lomiiy. Th» ouiogy 
wa^dellvered by Eldei" J. Boyd and Mlnisicrs J. Smlih end J. 
Waclt. The Ne* Dlrecllons Cholr.'-M. Boyd. R. Prlosl and C. 
Fraxlaralto participated Iri the llnal riles. E»pressioriv of sym-
pathy were delivered by telecied officials. 

The principala't Harry 6. Davit spoke of Giorin as boiny n lovoiy 
fchlld. ''Yet. She wa* a thoughtful, oulgolng. Involved, ci-.iiri-giri. 
We will mltfi her." ha commented. 
, Olorla'abody.wheft toOnd (aboul lhree-nnd-n-hnii hours nlier 
the left for iChool)>wfe partially clothed In only n shin nnd SOCKS. 

A'cuttodlan whotatd he had^teard.a noiso.nionepoini.imer 
fnyastlgated Iho East 105th Street building In nuosilon where he 
foO'hd Ihe hatf-nude body of Gloria. 

1 otomx •OIMTM 



Girl, 14, I 
is beaten 

1*. 

to death 
By KATHEniNE L. 8IEM0N 
and JANET KOLODZY 
siAffwmtfni 

A Harry K. DIVIJ Junior lllx>. 
Si-honl pupil waj found beaten to 1 

di'.ith ycMenlay mornlnf. about I ' i 
hour* afier she Jtarted to walk 14 • 
school. •; • 

tiloria Y.I'fllnlcr.M.«nilHtJi5i'>' 
HM* lotini) pnrllally undrcwed In f 
hark *l.i/r\fell leadlnt lo llic baj*, 
menl of. an K. 105th St. apartment 
buildini;. 

HoinlcMc deloeilvM iald(heydo' ; 

nol know II Clorla't death wa» rclalrt '. 
lo the dcailu and rip<j of at leajl, 
Ihrco other jrounj j l r l i In rfcent". 
momhi. ••• 

Gloria, who »-ai lo bare rccelveJ 
perfect attendance award when rtc 
arrived i l ichool ycjtcrdir. beitan her' 
IS-inlnnle K.ilk lo jchool ill|lilly ear- .• 
lier than usual JO ihe eoulj »top al K' 
flrlfrli'fid'i home (o (tel a camb for a : 

new halruylc. tald her mother..'. 
W-OWM Itnsltld. ,' 

filorla railed (he friend Juji before '' 
flic Idi home about 7 a.m. WTien »ho'' 
did not arrive, ifcr rlrl went lo jehool" 
and lold c//lflali. She ijld the tr^nlci 
lo call Gloria's molhcr. ' • , •' 

School oflleUli called IJi« molhĉ . 
aboul t a.m. md announced over the ' 
public addrcu nyilom lhal Clorli ra» . 
mlulnf and asked pupils who mltht h . 
have Jeen jomelh/nf unuiual lo come •'. 
In Ihe office. .t 

COMTINUEO OM PAQI 14.V 

INIfHOtO 

|i?r-killed> 
ji FROM ^A'QE \-*t •>'•"- \ 
1 ipj«r|»'i VMy wit found'iboat iM 
twi-br in tpartment kMlMlhf cvfte 

iJO.toreill/i lIni vhilVer totf itfo. 
W ^ k H ' i n . .•• . . -
OK&djf.waielottied eolrtf.i 1£H 
h i l A k t / H t r Hher ctottrti r i f e 
Wna btafby. Iir. Let i t K i tU t i , 
O i t l depnlr Mwotr, wM hi *>ald rW 
VwiWUleJ) ddtfmlnt 1/ tbi fir) ki< 
M slabbed rtficrwlii usauhtd. •. 
'."Tfctrt Ui» qtiesllon >W»u i vit-

.Ufli (if i Ylt!ou»>mtcld«," AdtUM 

'clofli'i ifwlhtr Mid U i { iv i i l t r 
: ^ l k«d li^chpol » T » 7 diy 'bo), 
iMially met MYtrit (Irk'tl l i t wrr^r 
'KJl'lH'W.Se. i M OmlI» Are..?!*' 

Irlfrlcnd Olorli W M . ^ »lall llfirf 
- t b«yona-Un.xboot:.f07J9 CTiK 

iVAYt.Olorli ' ipirrBtt tild-k 
eltr Ibid Diem shi saw Olorli 
itTM-ijm. at E. IMib SbiriU 
JIB followlnt i sl)4rl dli l ipei 

fiwJrfd. ' ; •• j ' j . •' 
; / K i wa^iucfii |ood.|lrl,! etrVr 
; » > tnlnuU"! trbubl* wlih her," Wld 
' i f mother who Ml wlli frltndi.t/ld 
^litlvM who bad'eomt bV her dome 
dWftriiipport..; 
fbony )'i McDbirrll, thi icbool'i 

principal || ld Clorli wis i cheer* 

Yronrfi Ruhtd f i eonffoHtd by 
i t t i r iMrnlng of tht dtt th of htr dtughttr. 

htr mothir, Ludiit Potntir, 

' -Itidertiil wu tery ICUYI In itudent 
f o u n d l w i t Jut i lint student," 
U Mid. fV t bad t rtwtplllon pr> 
tnrn IbM momlnf indiht w»>;to b* 

lr»ooortd lor ptrftct iltendkoet.|' 
" l t d CI a Urrlblt thlni- (6 happen, 

'• UM trMjMlMnf we dreti'Mli) Dep-
tftr ScMoli SopL Seymour Prttdmin. 

< "H'l bojtfitie Indlrlduil who dldlhU U 
ttu|ht arri-dtjU with scnriKr. Our 
heirutf otllo ih* fimlly.* , 
' MeDpVcIl Mid Clorla't Sfilk wu 
\n UclitW InddenL tte Mid (ht only 
erobterfii.tbt Khool his hid i n K m 
itBtflfklc 
' Glorlrf mother Mid shi wW upset 

with (he fchooli Tor miMn( mrllnt 
time (oo'brlr.'She Mid II his betn 

' dirk' wh<a Clorli ICIVM lo be i l 
ichool by7:t$. , 

"fiow miny of ihese t lr l ' lo 
die befortlhty mien?" she Mid. 

Clorlt'wii the /ourlS iMn'ife Jlrl 
to b« ibdbeted ind klllfd In preiler 
Clerelind Ifl recenl monlhi. 

Tr'lnt Middleton. H, who « i i 
slibbrt la rortst Hill P»rV, * I I Ihe 

• enlf on» *f Ihe clhfr vlellms killed In 
.Ihe'cljy. • 

Two ojhen were killed In Bedford 
• HeliMj|niNewburjhllc!|hU. police 

Mid. 
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. 
GLORIA POtNTER 

B o m : 2-28-70 -
O W : 12-«-84 

Time tias he«pe<J to »*=«' 
out- tvearls. 
Since y o « t i " * * U 0 " ' 
•"^Y • ... 

V/e<Jon1e«y«s*«:<w 
when ve feceived the 
news that <Uy 
We «""<«» y o u » 0 w * f 1 f 

much 
«youprt>b»Wykoow 
And we look torwerd to 
»«emq you •o*'" 
F o f t h e B i W e t w n * ^ * 0 

txrr* 
•n».t>otflterF«m«y 

J^e rears ^r///yiow 
l recently had the pleasure 

to attend a Debutante Ball 
held a l Stoufters (nn on the 
Square. An Inspiring young 
lady In our community. Ms. 
Lawanda Carter, had ex­
tended me an Invitation to 
come and witness the gala 
ovent 

The beauty that my eyes 
beheld on that night is hard 
to minimize.Those 35 young 
Black girls descending the 
staircaae, wear ing lovely 
w h i t e g o w n s , w i t h l o n g 
stemmed roses embraced in 
the i r arms, was a breath­
taking s ight 

I watched them as they 
descended and were greeted 
b y t h e i r f a t h e r s , w h o 
escorted them onto a huge 
dance floor. They were pre-
sented.to the audience, who 
g e n e r o u s l y g a v e t h e m 
round-a f te r - round o( a p ­
plause. 

Then, there was the waltz. 
Tl ie swaying of white go wns, 
tr immed in lace and satin 
was beautiful. How beautiful 
the night was — but only 
momentarily it seemed. 

Soon al ter the beaut i fu l 
event began, the ever pres­
ent reality that t am con­

stantly aware of. surfaced. 
That reality was the reminder 
t ha t one girt would never 

d e s c e n d anotherstaircase. 
Her privilege of doing the 
waltz with her father or even 
to wear satin and lace has 
been taken away. 

I felt the tears swell in my 
eyes. Yes. tor a moment I had 
f e l l happiness. Can y o u 
believe I still cry. I still hurt 
and yes — I still miss her very 
much . 

I speak ol my daughter, 
Glor ia Pointer, who was b ru ­
tal ly slain on December 6. 
1984. Not only do I remem­
ber, but thank God for Bes­
sie Middleton and Pat Cross, 
who graced my home this 
past Saturday and shared a 
day wi th me which would 
h a v e been Glor ia 's 1 7 t h 
birthday. 

I also thank God for al l of 
her friends who filled my car 
to journey to the cemetery to 
place flowers on her grave In 
remembrance. 
• So you see. after all th is 
t ime — the beat goes on. yet 
the lears still flow. 

Yvonne Pointer 
Cleveland 
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Detective can't 
forget slaying 
of girl in '8f 

Cleveland Detective Janice Aber-
nathy keeps a picture of Gloria 
Pointer on her desk at the 5th District 
Police Station. 

Gloria, a cheerleader with perfect 
school attendance, was only 14 when 
she was slain Dec. 6,1985, on her 
way to classes at Harry E. Davis Ju­
nior High School. 

"I talk to her mother at least once a 
week," Abernathy said of the un­
solved homicide she's determined to 
close. "I want people to be reminded 

. and to remind myself that a murderer 
, is out there on the loose." 

Abernathy has several theories 
about who killed Gloria, but she de­
clined to discuss them. 

Abernathy is not the first in her 
family to wear a badge. Her father, 

. Verlin Peterson, was a longtime po-
. liceman in the 5th District. He col­

lapsed of a heart attack while on the 
job in 1969 and died at age 42. Aber-
nathy's brother, Verlin Jr., is now as­
signed to the 3rd District. 

Abernathy said she finds the chal­
lenges of police work rewarding. 

During her 15 years in the Police 

Janice Abernathy 
• Age: 
Mid-40s. 

• Is a 
Cleveland 
native and 
graduate 
of John 
Adams 
High 
School. 
Attended 

Cleveland State University for 
a year. 

B Is a registered cytoiogist 
and a member of the American 
Society of Clinical Patholog­
ists. 

• Is health-conscious and 
bent on staying in shape. Her 
hobbies include weight lifting, 
bodybuilding and swimming. 

Department, she has worked in the 
juvenile, homicide and vice units. 

"I've investigated all kinds of 
cases, from petty theft to sexual as­
saults to homicides," she.said. "But 
the best thing about the job is helping 
and protecting people." 

— Dell Mosley 



Anioihcr .remembers 
1 Dear Editor: 

i=? f i :tH'^ fc'-rf^a^t^aaadftfSje o( year tor me: (or ftis Is the i i f ^ 
when my daughter. GJ6rHyWtriter. vrtio was staiatWcehrtCar € ^ f 5 ^ 
woutd be celebrating her sixteenth birthday. 

.My mind is filled with the memories of all the plans she and t had • 
made together. "- ' * 

f am reminded of ayoung lady who was told that her first date would : 
come at 16.-and even then it would be chaperoned. Yet. she never 
rebelled, but anxiously awaited February 28.1986. 

Even prior to this year, whenever she thought of growing up and 
becoming a young lady, you could spot the gfeem in her eyes a block , 
away. " • • - [ 
' '• I wonder If the persons who brutally abuse and Utl these children • 
really wonder about just what they have taken away. 

Gloria, like many other 1-^ear-old girts, had (tendency to look to 
the future: to dream of a better life for themselves, and yes . for their 
mothers. They look aHife and see the vastness of what could be. At 
that age, they have no limitsd ton expectations for they believe that the 
sky is the limit -
, /Theyjlrust innocently. Yet, look what it got them. You may wonder 
why (say them. Since Gloria's death. I "have come In fellowship with 
fellow sufferers. The .mothers' and fathers who have had their child 
taken away. •*.-. : ' '•" - «"i jC*. 
- God bless Bessie Middleton. Pat Cross. Shirley Williams, and yes." 

the mother of Gregory Thomas! along with the hundreds of others like 
us. .*,". • -•-— . " • . 

Those of us who know that the pain did not end with the closing of 
the casket Those who are left to (ive with the reality that some animal 
so viciously hurt our children. Those of us who are left to wonder what 
their last words were—did they call forme—what could I have done to 
prevent what happened. - . 

Those of us who know, even though we go through our day to day 
living, that our lives will never be the same. And yes, those of us who. 
have to wonder who killed our children, espeoally those that are yet 
unapprehended. . 

How could they continue on as if they hadn't done anything, is a 
mystery to me. I wonder how they could even live with themselves. 

I would like to thank my family, friends and her friends and teachers 
who are still here for me. And for all of you who shared in the memory 
column In the Call and Post, along with those who came to see about-
me. . 

.Mostly 1 thank God, who has given me strength through it all. A 
special thanks to Janice Abernathy. who not only is a detective with 
aheart. but a friend with a caring soul. 

. . . y .;;.- . - • . Yvonne Pointer 
n-.other of Gloria Pointer 

\^ - Cleveland. Ohio 



Suspect arre&tetl 
in 4 girls': deaths 

I'olicc kivc JKtjlhJ i Ctmliod 
nun who rwilcjicd kit lavolVcmCBl Iq 

' Ue rrfnil Ulllnjs »/ l»u/ bljck Ictf* 
j f c f l f U . , ' '. / 

ilr jfrcjirt Tuaiiy »l(bl. but 
b; U>| clfbl Mll«'M BM detMcH 
uhrihcr l« cbiri^klm yllb i»y 
rrimr. r»llr* Jpeififtus Hebfrt M« 
Ion 4o»'iin|j>'cj tMCVlltloa tk*t « 

' lourain>rkmcrkj4brfac»pUrtt 
L«l week. II «<« ttrrc'trrnM 

wi sucHl-wd l i Ur iliylnr ind UJ. 
uil ovwull (J«. ( «(Olorli V. l-otaUir, 
i rhcrrlndir * l Uirry E. Divli 
Junlur lliik School Moot ku Uta 
chj/itNl.- ' . T . 

Tli" Uirji Mftil. ^olloa-'uld, wu 
oli nun who wrolr lo pollct liter Iho 
biMjy el Ihe iccoed vjcllm. .Lccon C 
llohlnton. wli (og'nd la Newbgrik 
llrlfhu In 0((obrr..llli l«ll»r pro-
nii»rd InlnrmJliba tboul I bod; »1 Iho 
Alriu I'rriiunrnl CijllnM Dlvljloo 
pljnl. whrrr Ih* bod/wiiloiind. 

Filler uld I f y i l u viu'd Ulormi-
IIM ta llul UUtf U IdcAllly Ihl i l r l ' 
indleNlrkiriMUtr. ; . .v 

SiocrUiR.Boltoauld.k(k9iwril> 
lea Jo (wo CUHlwd TV >IIIIMI to 
(oolut Ui pwUclpilloa la the «)i/> . 
lai*Milwinilfc4lh(l«irillke|nlihl •• 

DtlKtlva'piiwd lo oucitlia the 
tuipcct. Dolloa bid. U II k* could 
provUt UfonuUoa iboul i'»/.e/ ih« 

. l o u r ^ U j i b ' J r g 0 4 * h * ^ l " , , ^ w , i , 

Tkt/ rcoMJatd Ursllril Uil Ibc 
I I M U I I wen coaacclcd Wioni thi 
colrfWcftro (kit tie (our vlitliw.were 
.blickindllyuriold. 

i . ^ , l J , , r '"^ ' ' 1 { U m , *«* LM''* 
Croji. »ho« boJ/ wii (ound la Uic 
.October la I B̂ drord llclfbli ipjrl. 
mrol building ind Trlw'Middtclon. 
ol (IrvrUnd IlilfhU, whojl î bbcd 

.ind urjailed bed; vn loimd 5cpl. II 
oolhf&uSMi.' . . 

M»D ihowi locillom ol Iht kllllnpi ol lour 
gird. A Clovtljnd mm who eonlnntd hl» ln» 

tlllnpi h*i biinorroitod. 
i •' .\ 

blick le»n-
InvoUtmonl In 

•9» 
tlif 



Mjrtrtc* Ai*xM<\<S*^ 14; "Anyon* com** *(l4r mm 1$ot «om«rn//iy for (f)4m.~ 

ids. ? . 
\..Wfien-death 
lurks in dark 
• • 
.BrCHwrropfiCT EYAHS 

Al 74S « A . Fndar. Minrxt Akzuiter. j <. 
Cased M her IricadlUcmafitite. t j . u 

«iftia( doom Ccttr(«rt Rd. M o« scr^i 
fca. «a4 tofcl fctr fcow ttr tejint^ . I S M w 

fc«y k<ra pa (orCbntuau. 

Chfac I Jsre.— Mxnncesul tM Kirnu. Seai 
btat actott the cam. tui tte vodd rufter <n 
waxciadHM aad CDOOCT far Qmaats bend. 
iaC«be«Mld«afcauod Mxttecaetat. 

*t>eT time I see socneoot loobof i t roe ( 
that ifcejrlre tocne la u U atT Canna sua. 

CipeasflMtUiKtiflKrfliTtFMcifeloooc? 
"iwMcrir o*t<rf.lbe dirtinJ-Uje^io. t e a 
. diuppeirtd.-

" Tte vajr Clofii Pointer 4t0 a week a r i 
TlandiT. Sw. loo. « j «a Mr way (a Hafr» 

.Oara JOMT Ki<6 ScbooCa Irak put 7 * — 
«tea tte «a] aMucua npM aa4 iLua. 

Soet cben the police bare supped m (̂ e=r 
pa«n(s,aa4 thescaoot tnardLrsenrratu 
ba la Diva that Mannec art Katrca 
•attint toward, tfcetr motten tot «a titir 
beefc. 

St* (batcuaovertfccre.im=(latfcecar t r 
Ibe coreerT Eaber Aknooer aued. -fttit 'i 

toofcJ «ile be-i }aa narta^ 'locar.- Pitrv 
01 Bate md. Doo t c « pariMd oo oe." 

Otaldna moved in cfamen io«ard Ste 
aod ue police car parted a (root «< «. Tie 
<la(er tVr (ot. tie louder Cxr foe *T>ea i z ^ 
»«« oo oe itreet. ttey didal cite aay COCK 
ataXL 

1 tefl aem. -Oon t Uof» aad pttk co 
«a»."" BUILC said. "Sccatae onet oe« c « = ^ 
ttor p(i« iter cu-l bear if sooeoae co=:« 
bttad ttea.". 

"Mannoe didol waot to to ui v̂ ool." A^ i -
**4<T "I tu<J :o u Uc to trr .'or a lo<i< -i—•• 
Yoe tncw. about beinf ftroee. aooot sow »ruj 

' cuttiCefraaduco-Itold^r.^'oore rcca 
to ti*< to deal vita a lot of — r o « c*"' > 
«a« w. Inane ta tin oeicaOor̂ au. J)«t I ax.: 
»« MY <cay out o( here.— 

C O N T I H U C O O M C i L C C 



«UflTlc« A(«Mnd«r and lUrnu SUM -or* Moort«4 U ttx 
•cdoottKnfaxUMtrmotiMf*. -.-

.Kids and fear 
« fROMPAGCt-A 1 witcb (hem. UMV «Mct CM. Wc 

- liMlca(ber«aeto(terlikcfero(fccniail-
- l -KMiciiiTl^bdj'ooowe.'BUJ;< •«-«iten.-Mannee«ill - - - -

v M . ' V t . u . i ^ u . M M . - . rcrown-opschtokodrcr^pi 

• K i n n . 1.4 Martrice'cUmbed ' t « • P ' " 0 0 * ^ f " " " J - 1 1 

• rc™i. -« «^ , I I ,»,. «.fc— r u n «W iod prden dut bcr tut 

boaie.o4ioolui('«roaad.. -Jr *" * 
•"Anyone comcOiirerTBe t t o t 

somcOBC< fortben.- Mumce tud. 
She boldi «p a plastic fort «nb a 
raxor blade }aauned fcetwee* as toes. 

rKauna-fceprxstlac cxT'^VfT' 
• B(ali«-«npedn>aoHbcr(aoe.-Itold 
bcr. "Ibe Lord took Ctooa to ibo« von 
Mtnetmnfwiat* tiles to sormai - j ^ jUia food «™s tte. Sooffcxs 
atc«»accriadar. _ say ct's SIUT. bat I told tbem « cakes 

T BfttatiltartjrCJaoa? '.*- ' • - ; . enc (cd beaec Lcur j «t g g y taad 
^TeooM maybe lee it «K «as one ibenTcioatoatbeaateL-

^«<-tSe-lastefciris.- ooe «< Clonas 
triendi snd. "Bat Ctooi.. ~ 

She «ai «ctm m stodeat cooaot a 
• cfaeerkadrr. smart, (OK l< yean old. 

oot at aU tbe ttpe u Out «iUi daa>-
tcr.Tbe dav sac dMd sbe «as (omc to 

7- be ko^prrt (or perfect aueodioct. 
- . ~t Icel txmr d Mlrtricr «Tirs ur-

nof f «r matcoo.' Aleiaader uid. 

Jean doesn't carry aey tiad of 
weapon, tot. then, sbe dooat « & 

• aovK*er»-H<rrooU>erdn*ei»er.B<it 
' botb firts have a kst «< Ineads <reo 

sow carry tear (as sptay aad mor 
. blades and fcotves. all becaose «< 

Cloru. 

~V.x tnorc scrioas oow. more 
, ( i r ^ , . , ^ <jm«i.- Jean taid. 1 doot (ed Uc 
^ . . d a u K i i n n i M . irtool wort, aoctmc. 

I'm net o< people uflun< atmt«. I -exbatat toner 
"t>r tboie jeans tte? lite to wear.* 

Btabe said. "PUr^trl j u o . It mates 
. tbennoaqfasLorsoQeiiimt". 

"Yoo doa'twtM Cera u «c*r oo» v 
In? bat l sact." Aleueoer said as Ox-
bus p<uied oot ~»e"rt iruucf Cetn 
trown Oelore Ota unx." 

".. "JVeole Meo-wlliag oe o*^ and 
over tfce .same o*<J imq '^Unnct 
said yniercav sttucz at Oe IU'JCXKO 
table, ncur.t at :er (msernails. 
"Police canx co ojr x^ool. «\-;r.< CK 

VIIT;« i r j r^i OTT vi-er I leu" ail 
ny l^e.i »T< M c< l3:<-:r.s uj 
iVm. I < w TCJI :o io I «<jr 
^er itj^o c:<xr.ei ! r-.t CO«TI <- •-"•< 
rrj.cjD 1 - t i r s.vrj rvrr —.y ;-r i 

i i ^ r *::<7.ci CJ:: rT.L::co(* 

miC< r.orrxL 

just leave Oe room. I waat to (et oat 
c( thUtcooaL" • 

"SciooCs all aiaiied.l.Minirice 
safd: T W y b o d y waita aro«ad all 
tlootny aod sad.-: 

"Sonvetanes I doo t ttot sfte died." 
Jeaa UXL -Soroeuoes I tsca saes 
f a t f ooe away oo vacaooo." 

1 wanted to bold en u ttatcaitet." 
Maxmce said. "t^inwraTnsate ter. 
I wanted to wake ber op." 

- I t st-re didn't ! «* )ik< C^ru." 
J<JO vuc. "3l sure cxai." 

FOSTER i-OMES 

: ^ , - - , • —^ < i . - . • . ^ v S^r^f-
^.^.- - . - c r - o " ^ z J < - . ^ < . 
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I if 
Police have found no connec t i on between the recent s tay ing 

^o< a 14-year-o ld East 114 Street teen and the slayings ot three 
%other black teen-age gi r ls and two young black women. 
£} Glor ia Poin ter was f ound dead Thursday. Dec. 6. by a c u s t o -

• £d(an in a s ta i rwel l leading to a 1355 East 105 Street apar tment 
• . . . . 3 •-• •-. v 

b a s e m e n t . •" ; •.; • . - ; ; . *.- . •"-
•- ^ Chief Oeputy Coroner Or. Lester Adelson said she died as a -

^result of a blow to the head. She had also been a victim of a 
-Jape. • -7"'" . " 
ri According to Detective James Svekric. the crime occurred 
between 7 and 10:40 a.ni. The victim left home to meet a friend / 

.: gowalktoHarrye.OavisJuniorHighSchoolat10700Churchiir 
Wkvenue. but never made it to her friends house -• 
§ Her body was found at 10:40 a.m. A 45^ piece of angle iron • " 

ras also found near her body.'. ' « * *;-.•-"-. •;-:-V-.-'-V 
According to Detective Svekric this recent homicide is nol 

.ith the strangulation cfeath of Altonice Steward. 25. . < > ' . \ . 
-Trina Middletown. 14. was killed in September, and Leslie . 

^ r o s s and Lecbra Robinson, both 14, werekilled in October. .". 
\ Recently ShTriey Halt. 19. was found strangled in her home . -
Earlier this morilh". Police are still looking forsuspects in all five -; 
homicides Me'mbens of the Pointecjfamily are upset by what y; . 
? hey see as the slow response to possible leads. 
3 The recent string" of unsolved homicides has brought on 
increased community concern for the safety of children going . 

o and from school , '$?X%&J& V f . ' ^ & $ * ¥ ^ ' X ^ & -
•The Cleveland Board of Education has even offered a week ?• 

onq bus ride for Harry E.*0'avis"studenls". which began Mon-. • 

--•*• t< 'Oum. one was IUSI a i«» 
S ier aunt SyWiaPointers; 

^ V On the day heV deatlC she wasj 
; ^ : S iward for perfedattendance.^-.rjrt«*j3Pt-«.wvv#»-.--.. 
V!T Q. She was alsba'cHeerieader.a member of the student Cpun- .< 
•-.•-*> TH-ii an/i «KA harf l«ist mnHft the'oirls basketball team: her aunt.-,:-' 



1 Sluderit3 will be given safety tips monthly In.each ?chool/Publlc./--! 
service announcements wj I be, developed to broadcast Safety. H 
tips to the general community.•.• '. i,:s?»vft,\« ^"f, •. • j*:* 

To accommodate the schoo! system's hew starting t'lmd, pnr-:.^ 
ents should make sOre thqt students report to bus stops no later 

> than fifteen minutes after the originally scheduled time. Parents /•) 



,...) 

once to beef up morning patrols for child safety plan 
- 1 i - . i u i t ^ 

I i .1 wi-rli'j bl j i inf. ol (Jlurls Y. 
:-'irr. u, IOUIU J in jn ojini im nl 

I .'.1/ b)' Clcvvljiid lo U'd up iu 
• ly iii.uininj polirc fuirols uhilc 

n )IC un llic way 10 kdiool jn j 
• .'• ..• |iilnc more vidhlc. 
I!:.- J'JJilionol ii-i-unly WJJ one ol 
; |i<iiiii> voiWJ oul in J icconj 

M i rq ol rily snj .vlioil Qllii'i.ilJ, 
'1 l i t ) W. Wi l l i jmi . ctccvlivc 

:!ffiof ol ihe ciij'v Csmmumiy 

I'.htf poinu ucfi' ) profrom by 

irhnol nidci.ils la civt cliiWrcn snj 
Iftnr |i.,iniix >j/i'iy tip* Md locrt»l t 
• i.dv IIULI:-ri" wiiciv rUMrca n a rxin 
10 in ) | i r r . c r jm O l l c j OpCfjUoo 
UnlJNjIc. WillUnuuli 

An r j i l i r r mcclln)! Wcdofidsy 
Uiiuix'ii ihe LJM(I) Q| Ktlucaiioa aid 
niy olhn:iU. IwluOins Mayw Crorf l 
V. Vmii'ivlrli, viw aeiixilirtU I b l • 
lio ouo H WJKJ wiiuRl bo ollcrcvl by 
ihi> ligoiO lo lind CiUfU"* klUcr. Yes* 
taOay. sllii'Uli ji(rc«4 U l rtwitd 
wouiOOvpjiJih iiUfO Upp< 
pio I'i of i im. »!i*w[b U would b« 
r.iuih i j i ^ r Uw Uic u l 11,099 

reward llmlL 
Tfcr moocy would be ralxd b/ Uc 

Khool board. Board CroaJdeot Alva T. 
(Trdi Booda wld raliiBi lie moocy 
would bo M problem, addlnc lhal pro-
IculowU had advlicd Uul Uc reward 
should bo ollcrcd la to tllorl lo wlvt 
Ibeorlmo. . 

TU cUIdrca would bo lold bow lo 
act rctofaiu daojcr i luab v 4 to 
report uouiual kippcsTaii, Booda 

j t y l : « « d I Doc I allcr 
tboWl S l u U S t loiolo 

' t i r . \ . 11 1.7 .H| V.I 

* {Irllrlcnd's house before Khool. She 
was a cheerleader »l Harry t . Uavli 
Junior lllf h School where MC bad per-
(cvlaUeodaiKC. 

I'ollct als> arc working go tht 
abducUoa and daylnx ol Urco olbor 
leenaje (Iris. Includmc Trlna Uldd> 
Icloo. U. ol OcvcUnd llcif bu, whoso 
budy was IOUIKI la Forest IliU Park* 
way U Sqiltmbcr. The olhcn wcro 
billed la Ocdlord llclfhu and New 
bwjhllelthU. 

Pellet Chid WUIbm JJwloo laurd 
> ibUmnl uyln| Uerc' be u 
I w w t Is l i t vaJJorintd fiatrol, 

br(lnnln( In Ibc early morolnf hours. 
Heavy conccnlrolloo would bo ilvcn 
lo primary route* used by Kboolrhil-
drco. ibc alaicmcol said. 

Tbe Increase would cover the entire 
City, llanloa tald. Aad be urged par-. 
tnu lo laslrucl ibelr cblldroa aol lo 
Ub» iborlcuts Urouib llclds. parks 
and back alley* bul lo slay oo mala 
route* ol travel lo aod Irom Khool 

Children will be uricd lo travel la 
pain wheoever possible, llanloa said. 

Th* $10,009 rewird will b* lor 
lBJorm»llo» Icadlsi to arrest aad 
Indii luloadolM c«e-

vlcllen. Il̂ nton uid. Tolire have >ci 
aside a Special oumber. (:]-i;vu. to 
rercive lips la Uluno's dv;itii The 
number will bo aiOAM-d H b»urs a 
day-

Tbe police drparlmrnl will not 
jwitrb men to dillcrcBl sbilu i 9 

increase ibr early moroinx paiivl. 
loslead. II will chantr ihir suiiini' 
hours of dillcrcol voitx. said j»'lii'< 
spokesman Hubert L. Dolion. Tbe 
department would not reveal how 
many more mra would be pul on Uc 
si;eel nor what Ibr nc» iiarunr boon 

bcOolloawid. 



SfFOFiifjer p o l i c e 'weapons 5 ' urgred 
Ceunril PrcJldcnl Gcoric foiict 

uid ie mUbl Kvk "MriHipcr wrjp-
wu" for Cleveland polirenwn UVJUH1 

of Ibr Dec. f bfjiing dcgib el J H-
>'Mf-flldjlfl. 

Forbci. 0 >. uid dufini a council 
mrclinf ku4 ni;bl lhal be bad lirrd 0/ 
viHin; Mii|>lr bcine bcalrn. raped and 
killed in ibc cily. Gloria Y. Polnlcr, 1 
aludeol al Harry t Davii Junior llifh 
Scbuil. waa found beaten lo dcaih K V 
rral Imun allvr ibc bad bciun lo walk 
W Khool. 

"You caa'l cry (or rlfhu when 
youo« tIrli caa'l walk lo ichool." 
Forbct uid. "Somehow wc must jain 
conlrel ol our clly. I'm prepared lo 
make mmc luyicillou lo Uc council 
lhal mif hi be palaiablc" lo wm* 
wt nienl 0/ ihccoinmumly. 

I'ollec iaCUvtland bavg lonj 

hi- imchl have 10 brcf up Uc police 
drparlmrnl srwul, bul al least on* 
rnuni'ilnian jutfi-Jlrd Ibai Forbci 
WJ> ukmp ihe wron; ajipriMrh. 

" I diwi'l think Ihr answer Is bijerr 
funs." uid Councilman Gary Kucin-
Icli. D'U. "You don'l hare rnoufh 
pnlirc." 

In a rrlaird drvrlopmrnl. Council­
man Jrllrry U. Juluuon. 1)1, spon-
surfd a n-snluliiui urtint Ibr Cleve­
land Ibiard nl Uui-atiun 10 cslablisb * 
serurily-salely pairul lo proleol Ue 
eslimaii'd <S.0'>9 pupiU in the Khool 
syxum who walk to whuol. 

In olhcr. devclnpnienli last nlfhl, 
council: 

• I'asM-d two rcsolulions n-Eardm; 
ibr recent divisina by lllue Cruts d 
(Hue Shield ol Norihrro Oli'm to 
rrdure the rovrra;r it KIIITS ai seven 
area bonpiials Vivv ul llw m-vi-.i luui-
pilals are within Ihr cilv. and (KUIU II-
men say that dUi'riniinairs aiamst 
the poor and Ur vldorly who dr|H-nd 
nn IIIOM* bosjMtaU Tbe uvtlulinnt 3si 
Ihe siate lu n vcrH' Ibe bwlih iar-
ner s decision, and also urtc bbynr 
Cinrgc V. Vuinovirb lo rwiew ihe 
eily'i contract wuh Ulur Cross lo 
determine 11 anoibrr health earner 
ran ullcr less eiprnsivc roverafe. 

• Passed lc|islalioa enabling the 
city lo sdvcrlUc lor bids (or < com-

• • m 
pjiiy to supply cable lelevijinn 11 1 

Cleveland. The bidding prorr»s aii<l 2cQ ) f j ^ ' , 
di'baic lhal 1» certain 10 lolluw 1 ^ w V " , 
rspoi'lcd 10 laU' nwinili* A lawjri rv<* 
hin-d by ihrrui m ad\i>r olln uls'i 
Un- pniri-Mi saiii 11 wuuld be al ICJH 
yi-.ir bflure the lirst ĥ mc in Clrvi' 
laiuj u (fjuippt'd wiib ral'lc TV. 

• llr.ird Forbes s.iv durinc 
(in.iiuv roiiiniilliT iiii i'linp varln i 
th.il he thiiû -hl thvre nuchi be a no 
lu incrrasr eminril iiinntvii' >aljn> 
Ci>uiieiliiK'n now JIV pji>) V.IXA 
year, wilh a jumji tit CVrnji) a vc. 
Jan I . I0«i. Forbes MIO he lavvi 
hil.iii| ruuncilnu-n's nuuiihly ripen.' 
account (rem Jimg Jl.nô . 

T'emporary buses continue after pupil slayings 
»Tcniporary bus service prouif led 

br ihe slayinj Thursday o( Gloria Y. 
H inter. I I . has been extended 

this week, a Cleveland Khool 
said yesterday. 

'nliee have sprcili'caTly reque>iVd The a-lditional bus. lor pupili In Uc 

arcui-d thai U*y need a more power- fl 
(ul handpun 10 replace iheir standard \) o u f f 
i»>uf .Jl-raliber service revolvers. , V , ' ' J | : 

bt-lni i-quipptj with imm Kmiautu-
niatu-hanJcuns. 

U>l March, cmwil's «(eiy cum. 
nmiit rrluKd to buy ibr wrap-
i'n< M>I«H' bUrk* were Iretjurnlly Uc 
MI 1111:% .•( p.'liff shoolino Foiks 
>JI-I linn lhj| IVvi pulirt wKtild 
n t i r n-i rt>uaril auihivwailna 10 

£. IMh Si and llvuch Ave. area, will 
Irjitc al 7 JO a 111 rvrry day Urouih 
F/iJay Irom the lluui:h Mulii Seniee 
(j'T.icr. lloufh Tin- bus'was lo 
liau run only yi-sirrday and Uxlay. 
/ r.l-ina 3 it'frl.-jji'r at Hurry C. 
|)JVI< Jur,i"r llirh !* Ki»i|. w» 1 
tt I T'-w» IJ 1 i.m .-;»c. .1(11 r shi- ICII 

Safely Oirmor Reginald M Turner 
said Friday * special police homicide 
team was workin| on Uc killmcs of 
Cloria and three other area iirls. all 
H. bulpwlice spokesman llubcri L. 
Uoltiui and Sfl. Julio Fraiurn. artmc 
head ol Ihe homicide unit, uid yrsicr-
day no special bomiride team bad 
beca sri up lor lhal purpose. 

Svparair komicldc learns are inv«. 
iifatin; the killings o( (iloria and 
Trina Middleton. ol Cleveland 
lleirl.lt wV*r K<dy »a> l<»und in Fur' 

•>'.¥f \1.< 
.^V^r?. . 

Ncwburph llrichls poliif in\r>ii;j..\ 
in» the Oetobcr killing j ol Lrjl.c 
Crow and Urora C. l(i>bin>on 

••|tt)iM now, wt have nuihios lu 
show lliry're inlerronmvlrd." he said m 
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<^ ii ̂  :y schools will open later for. safety 
• ByKAHENFARKAS 

$ lA fF WHM ER 
.Cleveland jchool pupils.will begin 

nnd end ,iheir sehocl dnys-15 minules 
Inler beginning Jan. 7 in on effort lo 

.keep llitm off the slrccl while il is 
•dark. 

Sehool and union officials agreed lo 
Uic change, which will lost unlil 
March 1, taid Patricia Martin, school 
spokesman, • 

• She said representatives from all 
unions, Including teachers, bus driven 
and custodians, met yesterday with 
scho'jl officials end all agreed ihe 
changes were needed for pupil safely.' 

The ocllon is one of many taken by 
ihe school system, city officials and 
the Cleveland Police Dcpartmenl lob 

lowing the killing of a junior high 
school pupil Dec. 6. 

Gloria Y, Pointer. H, had left her E. 
IHlh St, home about 7 a.m. to go lo a 
girlfriend's house bcforo'golng to 
Harry E. Davis Junior High School. 

Martin said that currently some 
high school classes start as early as 
7:15 a.m. and mosl Junior high schools 
sinrl at 7:45 a.m. If pupils, especially 
younger ones, would leave home Jalcr 
than 7 a.m. to walk or wait (or. a bus, 
Ills nol as dark. 

Supl. Frederick D. Holliday had 
earlier said he did not want to change 
the hours, but after talking wilh slaff 
and determining that 15 minutes 
would make a difference, he decided 

• to support It, Martin sold. 
•• Pupils will attend school Ihrough 
next week and ihcn lake a Christmas 
break. School will resume Jan. 7. 

Officials said moving tho time any 
more lhan 15 minules would affect 
elementary and kindergarten pupils 
who now leave school about 3:45 p.m. 
If the time were extended, ihey might 
have to walk home in Ihe dark. 

. Martin said the schedule change 
would be for this year only. It could be 

• made permanent by establlshlne It In 
the school schedule or negotiating 
with the unions, 

Cleveland Teachers Union officials 
would not comment last night. Offi­
cials from the custodian and bus 

driver'unlons could not be reached. 
Leonard Stevens, dlrcclor of Ihe 

Office on School Monitoring and Com-, 
munlly Rclallons, said he hopes the 
change will be effective. 

"The problem Is obviously a public 
safety problem, and my understand­
ing Is that school and police officials 

. have worked out a variety of steps," 
ho said. "Like anybody else, I hope 
they are effective, and the most effec­
tive would be to catch whoever did the 
crime." 

Earl W. Williams, executive direc­
tor of Cleveland's Community Rela­
tions Board, said he agreed with any 
slops lhal can make things safer for 

.children. 
"I am pleased to know the unions 

have agreed lo po along 
board," he said. "This is a 
live effort and 15 minules c 
lot of difference." 

Cleveland police spokesu' 
L, Dolton said the time ch; 
help. Police will continue e* 
Ing patrols and will give sai 
parents and children. 

A mceling will be held a 
Tuesday in the audltorii 
school admlnisiralion buildi 
any Inlcrcsied parcn'.s on 
Child Safe, a program sc. 
community rclnlions boar 
said. Parents will learn safe 
how to (ind and Idcnm'y "sai 
where children can run If i.-
danger, 

71 T 



\ Community seeks' to' solve 
[Gloria Pointer's murder • 

Dear Editor • . 
'« This is addressed (o the residents of Superior and Glenville 

area. We need your help. 
\ • My name is Art McKoy. chairman of the Slack On Slack Crime 

.Committee. On December 6. 1984, Thursday morning around 
7:00 a.m.. Gloria Pointer, a fourteen-year-old teenager, left her 
home on East 114th Street and Orville Avenue to meet her girt 

• friend and walk together to Harry E. Davis Junior High School on 
Churchill Avenue, where Gloria was to receive her perfect 

j attendance award that day. She never arrived at either location. 
. Witnesses said that Gloria Pointer was seen on the corner of 

| East 115th Street and Orville Avenue talking to someone around 
1:730 a.m. About three and one-half hours later (10:30 a.m.). she 

was'dead. •. v "-V: 

; .Gtoa(APO(NTEa. 
i'^i Bora:2-28-70 

OI«d:'l2-€-«4 ' ~< . - * -
"V/e S M H never forger 

j>?;.your sweet & lovtog 
r'.vsmile • s V-J ' 
y We were very glad fo 
E7know yoo even for: 
Hii/ust a snort white »•- j 
f Just because you" are' 
C-irovt o< sight . \ 
.You'll nevef.be out ol' 
.»- mind ..» ; TST.rt ̂  •' ^ • I 
• We love y o u dear ly* 

Gloria :-. •-" i 
And y o u w e r e truly; 
: . 'ono of a Kind •"• • • 

H u m b l y SubmlUcd 
.'."i'i'.:\y-V.on\my 



•viobi vital resource-youlii'is being destroyed 
K'nr Eoilor: 
Die O/acK On 13lock Crimo Commillco hns dosignalcd RED ARM 

JANOS (o Oo wo/n io symboiiio our (Jodicnlion nnd clolermlnalion lo 
solving \iw mutdcfs ol our women and children. Those Red Arm bonds 
win be a consitim icniinder Hint our mosl vilaJ resource (our youlhs) is 
being dcslroycd. 

Much like Ihe ciisis in Iran, our corr^munily Is being held hostage by 
uicse murders. Thai ciisis in Iran look 444 days lo resolvo. We oro 
i;rep;ircd ancJ ocicrrtiKicd lo resolvo Ihoso murder* however lona II 
ukes. 

I icmomoer wiinn iiiuo Tiino Middlolon was murdored. I wa» e pollgnl 
ai a hospital ai ihe limo. and as I sal Ihore listening lo Ihe sad news being 
broadcnsl. one reponor's last comments lhal stuck In my mind was (I 
quote) "Yos. Hie coinmuniiy le.idcrs and political figures are all oul here 
m an outrage over ihis (Trina's) murder. Bul I wonder," Dave Solly said, 
"olier oil is said and done and the publicity dies down, will anything be 
resolved, or is il just lip service?" 

I say loyou today lhal l was shocked when three weeks later after I got 
out ol the hospital, I reaiijed lhal little Trina's death had almosl been 
lorgoiicn, I rented men how easy we forget and how we needed a 
symbol to remind us ol those iragodies. 
. When l sco how mo moihcrsolMADO have organized and made adent 
cnhiid?on?9 C d y C a " C 0 0 ' U n k d f i v i n 9 ' w h y W 8 organize lo save our 

I don'l worn io live in a city lhal is nblo lo. in such a short period of lime 
lorgci aboui meso Ouao child.on. I love Cleveland, but I can no longer 
ive ,n 9 cay moi ca.es so limo about tho victims end their families of 
hose children. I cannot livo in a cily wild ihe assumpllon that If some-

jnmc, happens io my nuio yi , i s . my Kids, lhal Iheir murder might go • 

unsolved. Hoar I ho words ol Giorin Pointer's molhor pleading, "lei's s a vf;, 
our chiMicn!" I can't live In a cily like lhal. 

Ono (in.'il (loio-l i/on't know aboul you, but I could nol have a Merry ' 
Chrislmns a/id knyw lhal liiilo Trina's murdcror was oul Ihero having a ' 
Merry Chiislmas with mo. I could not have a Mcuy Chrisl.nos and know 
lhal LilUo Cross' daughter, Patricia, would not be wilh liim this Cluist-'1 

mas. I could not have n Merry Christmas when I knew that Gloria, an.; 
honor student, on hor way lo school lo receive her perlecl otlcndance 
reward, novcr made il. Vol. her killer Is still dee. I could nol havo n Worry. 
Christmas or a Happy Now Year Ihinkinp p/ all Iho older women and ' 
childion whoso n^yidorj are unsolved, ' ' 

Those RED ARM BANDS are nol lor everyone. This is nol a lad. These '' 
Arm Bands are lor sincere Block mon dedicolcd to solving these 
murders, and wc don'l want more lip service, we wont action!! 

Tho RED ARM OAND is lo be worn on the led arm. The color, red,' 
represents the blood of our women and children. Wc will also place one-
Hag pole with one single strip ol red ribbon si ihe top on each in the' 
Afro-American Cultural Garden to reoresent each dead child or womarl -
whose murders still remain unsolved. 

w 

Art McCoy, Chairman 
Black On Block Crimo Commillce'' 

^ ^ ^ ^ Fools Mitcholl, Sgl.-nl-Arms '' 

OUR READERS WRITE 

'Thankyou'for caring 
Dear Citizens of Cleveland: 

On December 6, 1984. our precious Gloria Pointer, was taken away 
Irom her family by the hands of an obviously sick person in a brutal 
allack, Since thai time, my family has received a tremendous amount of 
support, prayers, cards, and calls ol sympathy from everyone. 

It is impossible for us to begin to thank you Cleveland (or everything. 
More words cannot express our deepest thanks to the Mayor's oflice, 
Cleveland Cily Council. E.F. Boyd & Son Funeral Home. Elite Limousine 
Service, Cong. Louis Slokes' office, The Cleveland Board ol Educaiion, 
Orwell Bus Service, churches and other religious organizations city wide 
and the citizens ol Cleveland for giving us the strength to go on. 

Our Gloria is gone, but we will continue to work and pray In order to 
bring lo justice Ihe person or persons responsible for tho pain wo have 
hod to endure. With your continued prayers and support. I am conlidoni 
we can make the Cily ol Cleveland a safe place lor our most cherished 
possessions, our children. 

Tho Poinlor-Rashid family has learned lirst hand that Ihe citizens ol 
Giooier Cleveland aro a loving, caring people and we are proud lo bo a 
part ol ihis communily. 



i n s: 
A a t 
'•'.By RICHARD M, PEERY 
'".STAFF WRITER . 

A Cleveland rouncilinon suggested 
ycslcrdav llic school system should 

• consider Increased patrols in the wake 
'.'. ol the killing o( a junior high school 

" pupil Thursday, while a school odlclol 
.said the district would support more 

'" help from police. . 
Hoard of education members called' 

•'.for'a meeting with city officials to 
'.; discuss the safely ol schoolchildren, 
' .''and a meeting of parents, police and 
.V'olhcrs was set for Tuesday morning. 

Polico had no juhslanllal leads In 
, the slaying of Gloria Y, Pointer, H, of 
i/B. IH lh St., said Ll. Howard E. 
'.^[ludolph, police hcimlcidc chief. 
'.'..••' Gloria, o cheerleader al Harry E. 

Davis Junior High School, died of 
. Repeated blows lo the head and neck, 

.said Dr, Leslcr Adelson, chief deputy 
coroner, She had been sexually 
assaulted,hcsold, • 

•v .• Her partially undressed body waj 
found aboul 10:30 a.m. Thursday In a 

".back stairwell leodlng to the bajc*. 
'ment of an E. JOSlh St. aparlmcnt 
building, Police look a 15-lncn piece of 
metal, believed to be the weapon, 

'from the area. 
.Gloria, who was lo have received a 

perfect oUcndance award Thursday, 
ind led home aboul 7 a.m. lo go to i 

^girlfriend's house before school, 
''• Councilman Jeffrey D, Johnson, 

v D'O, said yesterday he would Intro-
. . i r / . r n l . . , ! r. n l n n ' . l . O I I I f 

doy urglnu lhal the school day siart'an 
hour later. He suggMlcd that schools 
consider 'providing patrols livnclch' 
borhoods while children go lo school. 

"A great number of chlldrqn faust 
' walk In the dark," he said.- . . 

Starling time ot Davis Is 7;<5 a.m. 
Some Cleveland high school classes 
start as early os 7:15 a.m., and ele^ 
mcnlary schools slarl i \ 5:30,.a.m,, a 

\ school spokesman said. 
The'staggered hours are needed 

because mosl buses moke two runs 
. each morning, said Deputy Schools. 

Supl. Seymour Freedman. #, • . . . ; 
•' I( starling times were set back, clc* 

mcnlary punlls might not gel oul of 
school until <M5 p.m., Freedman 
sald.Thc syslem would have to double 
Us bus fleet If It did nol stagger the 
hours, ho said. • ; J.y •••• >,. . ;•. 

The schools do have small sccu* 
rlty sloff oulslde In. the mornings, but 
Freedman said (here was not enough 
money or staff lo provide palrols. He 

• said the schools would support John* 
son If he recommended more help 
from police, . j. • 

' • Safelv Director Reginald M. Turner 
• said school board members Mildred 
. R. Madison, Stanley. E. Tofllvcr and 

Edward S. Young wrole-hlm ycsler' 
doy rcquesllng a meeting on security. 
Madison sold tho three want the entire 
school board lo meet with Turner and 
Mayor George V. Voinovich. 

Turner said parents, school offl-

" ' i l .a.m. Tu'csdoy'al Davis to'discti'sj/:;buses' al one slop ralhcrlhon.at scal-'j 
•::lhc safely of school children...-, , 'Jl^lcrctJ slops, he snld.-;--' • •''".v':' •' '•1 

' ~ . . . ' . " I .' '. ' T u r n o r i i M n % f n i i " ! i l ' n n l i r o h o i n l . J 
' Porcnls In l I ouc lKhavc 'mc i 'w I lh^ ' j ^J 1 ^ "^^ - ' 3 ^ 

,'• police aboul sehool safely and h rn^cWc earn wa f wor ' n f o n ^ 1 1 .nfs • 

(;• prescribed,roulcs, having parents on,r<j Scrviccs.lor.oioria win ueol i p.m. 
.v-.tho streets while children go lo school •';'.Tuesday ot the Prayer Temple Church: 

and-urging,children to'calch school'., '.oiCod and Christ, 13J7.Glddlngs ltd.' " 

>• UJ..:. 
r • 



City schools will open later for safety 
By KAHENFARKAS 
§iArF WRMEH 
.Cleveland jchool pupils.will begin 

ahd end .Iheir school days 15 minules 
laler beginning Jan. 7 in on cffurl lo 
.keep ilium of! ihe streci while il is 
'dark, 

School and union odlcials agreed io 
Ihe change, which will last unlil 
March 1, said Palrlcla Marlin, school 
spokesman. ' 

• She said represenlallvcs from all 
ufiions, Including teachers, bus driven 
and custodians, met ycslerday with 
.seho'ol officials and all agreed the 
changes were needed for pupil safely.' 

The ocllon is ono of many taken by 
ihe school system, city officials and 
the Cleveland Police Dcpartmenl fol­

lowing the killing of a junior high 
school pupil Dec. 6. 

Gloria Y. Pointer. M, had left her E. 
1 Hlh St. home about 7 a.m. to go lo a 
girlfriend's house bcfore'golne to 
Harry E. Davis Junior High School. 

Martin said that currently some 
high school classes start as early as 
7:15 a.m. and most Junior high schools 
start at 7M5 a.m. If pupils, especially 
younger ones, would leave home later 
than 7 a.m. to walk or wait for a bus, 
Ills not as dark, 

Supt. Frederick D. Holliday had 
earlier said he did nol want to change 
Ihe hours, but after talking with staff 
and determining that 15 minutes' 
would make a difference, he decided 

• to support It, Martin said. 
Pupils will attend school through 

next week and then take a Christmas 
break. School will resume Jan. 7. 

Officials said moving the lime any 
more than 15 minules would effect 
elementary and kindergarten pupils 
who now leave school about 3:45 p.m. 
If the time were extended, they might 
have to walk home In the dark. 
. Martin said Ihe schedule change 
would bo for this year only. It could be 

' made permanent by establlshlne It In 
the school schedule or negotiating 
with the unions. 

Cleveland Teachers Union officials 
would not comment Ust night. Offi­
cials from the custodian and bus 

driver'unlons could not be reached. 
Leonard Stevens, director of Ihe 

Office on School Monitoring and Conv. 
munity Relations, said he hopes the 
change will be effective, 

"The problem Is obviously a public 
• safety problem, and my understand­
ing Is that jchool and police officials 

, have worked out a variety of steps," 
he said. I'LIke anybody else. J hope 
they are effective, and the most effec­
tive would be to catch whoever did the 
crime." 

Earl W. Williams, executive direc­
tor of Cleveland's Community Rela-

i lions Board, said he aerccd with any 
sleps that can make things safer for 

••.children. 
" I am pleased to know the unions 

have agreed to go aloni 
board," he said. "This is a 
live effort and 15 minutes <. 
lot of difference." 

Cleveland police spokesr 
L. Dolton said the time ch 
help. Police will continue t; 
Ing patrols and will give se 
parents and children. 

A meeting will be held c 
Tuesday In the auditor.! 
school admlnisiralion build 
any interested parcnis on 
Child Safe, n program set 
communily rclnlions boai 
said. Parents will learn sah 
how to find and Identify "sa 
where children can run If i 
danger. 

TT TT 



School board sets $10. U0 
11 

reward in girl s slaying 
The Cleveland Board of Educaiion 

is o:ierine a 510.000 reward for iJie 
killer of Cloria Y. Pointer, li. 

Gloria, of E. l l i i h Sr.. was raped 
a«i jUin lasi Thursday on her way to 
Harr>- E. Davis Junior High School, 
where she was a pupil. 

Another attack on a schoolcirl 
about 7 a.m. yesterday was (oiled 
vrhen ihe victim, la. struggled and go; 
away from a man who grabbed her on 
her way to a bus stop at W. 59lh St. 
.and Bridge Ave The man followed the 
girl pan of the way as she ran toward 
her Ellen Ave home. 

The girl told police she had seen the 
man lurking in the neighborhood 
Tuesday evening. 

Lawyer Stanley E. Tolliver. a 
school board member, announced the 
reward for Gloria's killer at a meet­
ing last night of the Schools Commu­
nity Relations/Community Resources 
Committee. About 35 parents, grand­

parents and young people at the meet­
ing were told a security plan to better 
puard pupils would be presented to the 
board at its meeting Wednesday. 

Tolliver said the reward was dis­
cussed at a meeting yesterday after­
noon o{ school officials with Mayor 
George V. Voinovich. 

"We felt that kind of money might 
loosen some tongues." he said. 

Schools Supt Frederick D. Holliday 
said at the meeting he would meet 
with the mayor and city safety offi­
cials to work on a plan involving par­
ents "under which children will be 
watched so they will be protected 
going to school and coming back." 

Several parents voiced concern 
about the sparse protection provided 
their children by the schools, slow 
response by police and the fact that 
police cars do nol patrol bus stops 
where children wait for transporu-
lion in the mornings. 

Girl's slayin 
spurs more 
bus service 

or 

The Thursday slaving of Cloria 
Y. Poinicr. H. has spurred the 
Cleveland Board of Educaiion to 
provide temporary, additional bes 
service for pupils who live in the E. 
o5lh St. snd llout;h Ave. area. 
Gloria attended Harry E. Davis 
Junior Hizh School. 

Patricia A. Martin, spokesman 
for the school Oistnct. announced 
yesterday that a bus will leave the 
Hough Mulli-ScrvKe Center. 8555 
Houch Ave at 7̂ 0 ajn. tomorrow 
and Tuesday. 

Gloria's body was found on the 
back stairwell of an apartment 
building on E. ICiihSL 

The Cuyahoea Cocr.'.y Coroner"s 
office reported that she died from 
blows to fcer bead and neck. She 
olso had been scxuiily assaulted, 
said cr.icf deputy corcner Dr. Les­
ter Adelson. 

Because clashes fcec:n at Davis 
al 7.45 a.m.. Gloria icii home in 
the darkness. 

A meeting of parcn'.s. school 
of.'jc^Is and police over the safety 
of Davis p'jr.:!s wii! te hc!d soon, it 
was scheduled lor 11 a.m. Tuesday 
bul has been postponed because 
services for Oioru ire to be at 1 
p.rr.. '.hat day. 



STATE SENATOR L E E I. FISHER 
to: 

VVOhlME POINTER 
IN RECOGNITION OF OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT 

ON BEHALF OF THE ADAM WALSH CHILD RESOURCE CENTER 

StfUe Soiyator Lec I . Fisher 
25th Senate District 



MIDNIGHT BASKETBALL 



MIDNIGHT BASKETBALL HISTORY 

The Midnight B a s k e t b a l l League was born i n 1986 out of a need 
to f i g h t an e s c a l a t i n g crime r a t e and t o provide an 
a l t e r n a t i v e to n i g h t time a c t i v i t y i n Glen Arden, Maryland. 
The League was the b r a i n c h i l d o f then C i t y Manager G. Van 
St a n d i f e r . He noted t h a t crime peaked between 10:00 P.M. and 
2:00 A.M. Van St a n d i f e r f u r t h e r noted t h a t youth ages 17 to 
25 were the p r i n c i p l e p e r p e t r a t o r s . With t h a t , a b a s k e t b a l l 
league was formed. 

The success o f the program promoted the spread of the idea to 
Washington, DC and other c i t i e s . As crime r a t e s dropped, 
educational and v o c a t i o n a l elements were added. 

Cleveland was one of the m u n i c i p a l p i o n e e r s . Today, more 
than 42 c i t i e s have established Midnight B a s k e t b a l l Programs. 



MIDNIGHT BASKETBALL LEAGUE 

The Midnight Basketball League (MBL) w i l l operate i t s t h i r d 
season i n 1993- The program, a p r o a c t i v e one by nature i s 
geared towards unemployed and underemployed men between the 
ages of 18 and 25. Lonnie Burten (2511 East 46 St r e e t ) and 
Thurgood Marshall (8611 Hough Avenue) and Cud e l l (1910 West 
Boulevard) Recreation Centers w i l l serve as host s i t e s . The 
p i l o t program was featured a t Burten i n 1991 w h i l e Thurgood 
Marshall was brought o n - l i n e i n 1992. The success of the 
Midnight League has promopted expansion to Cu d e l l i n 1993. 

The League w i l l t i p o f f again i n September 1993 a t three 
l o c a t i o n s . Each s i t e w i l l operate a six-team league w i t h 12 
member r o s t e r s . Game times w i l l again range from 10:00 P.M. 
to 2:00 AM. However, the Midnight League i s more than a 
r e c r e a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y . Basketball i s the a t t r a c t i v e hook t o 
much broader g o a l s . Fundamental to Midnight B a s k e t b a l l are 
the f o l l o w i n g 

Helping p a r t i c i p a n t s to become more pro d u c t i v e 
members of s o c i e t y . 

F a c i l i t a t i n g job development, t r a i n i n g and 
pr e p a r a t i o n f o r employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 

To counsel i n a v a r i e t y of areas such as drug and 
AIDS awareness, p a r e n t i n g , communication s k i l l s , 
G.E.D. p r e p a r a t i o n and mock i n t e r v i e w s . 

To p r o v i d e a comprehensive s t r u c t u r e d program which 
would r e s u l t i n a p r o d u c t i v e a l t e r n a t i v e t o 
a n t i s o c i a l , d e v i a n t , and c r i m i n a l a c t i v i t i e s f o r 
young males between the ages o f 18 and 25. 

To develop and provide a network and wide arr a y of 
s o c i a l support services which would enhance the 
q u a l i t y of l i f e of the p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

The above goals are accomplished by a v a r i e t y of means. 
Workshops on game n i g h t s introduce and r e i n f o r c e issues t h a t 
are p e r t i n e n t to young a d u l t s . The hour-long workshops are 
mandatory. F a i l u r e to attend or to r e p o r t t i m e l y r e s u l t e d i n 
progressive d i s c i p l i n e . The d i s c i p l i n e ranged from reduced 
playing time t o suspension from the League. The f o l l o w i n g i s 
a l i s t of '92 workshop presenters: 



The Cleveland Midnight League has also been recognized by 
n a t i o n a l personal development t r a i n e r s such as Tony Robbins 
and Nightingale-Conant. Vice President Nick C a r t e r . Both have 
committed to p r o v i d i n g i n - s e r v i c e t r a i n i n g . Also, the MBL 
has been recognized as the 124th "Point o f L i g h t " by former 
President Bush. 

Moreover, t h r e e members of Congress, P a t r i c i a Schroeder 
(D-CO), Frank Riggs (R-VA) and Frank Wolf (F-VA) have 
introduced l e g i s l a t i o n to fund the N a t i o n a l MBL f o r $5 
m i l l i o n over a two year p e r i o d . Action on the l e g i s l a t i o n i s 
pending . 

Maintaining s t r i c t adherence to p u n c t u a l i t y , p l a y i n g r u l e s , 
and general behavior i s paramount. F a i l u r e to do so w i l l 
r e s u l t i n suspension or expulsion. 

The t r a i n i n g component i s the c r i t i c a l element of the 
Midnight League. I n view o f t h a t , a l l coaches and o f f i c i a l s 
w i l l be r e q u i r e d to attend an o r i e n t a t i o n i n - s e r v i c e to 
expand t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l awareness of the League as w e l l as 
i t s goals and o b j e c t i v e s . The lack of adhering to MBL 
o b j e c t i v e s w i l l r e s u l t i n t e r m i n a t i o n . 

Moreover, on-gbing o r i e n t a t i o n w i l l be provided to the 
p o t e n t i a l p l a y e r s d u r i n g the t r y o u t p e r i o d and subsequent 
t r a i n i n g camp. During t h a t p e r i o d , p r o s p e c t i v e p l a y e r s w i l l 
be provided w i t h the requirements to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the 
program, what's expected of them and what w i l l not be 
t o l e r a t e d . 

During the t r y o u t p e r i o d , a l l players w i l l be r e q u i r e d to 
r e g i s t e r w i t h the ITT Career Center (a JTPA funded e n t i t y ) . 
Upon r e g i s t r a t i o n p a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l be t e s t e d , assessed and 
counselled. Once assessed, p a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l be scheduled 
f o r an intervie:w w i t h a prospective employer, r e f e r r e d to an 
appropriate j o b t r a i n i n g class or e n r o l l e d i n a G.E.D. 
class . F a i l u r e to f o l l o w t h r u w i l l r e s u l t i n an i n d i v i d u a l 
being l e f t o f f a team. 

Workshops are also a c r i t i c a l element o f the League. 
Workshops w i l l be conducted p r i o r to games being played on 
Tuesday and Thursday. Attendance to workshops i s mandatory. 
Tardiness and absences w i l l r e s u l t i n p r o g r e s s i v e d i s c i p l i n e 
from reduced p l a y i n g time to removal from the League. 
P r i m a r i l y , i t w i l l be the coach's r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o monitor 
the player's progress. The Commissioner has developed a 
t r a c k i n g system w i t h ITT t o determine the v a r i e t y o f a c t i o n 
taken by the p l a y e r . 

In a d d i t i o n to ITT Career. Center and v a r i o u s workshops, the 
League w i l l l i n k s e r v i c e s w i t h the f o l l o w i n g : Cleveland 
D i v i s i o n s o f Health and Human Services, N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e 
f o r Responsible Fatherhood and Family Development, Cleveland 
Board of E l e c t i o n s , The Urban League, The Commission on 
S o c i a l l y Disadvantaged Black Males and Cuyahoga Community 
College (Metro Campus). 



The Midnight B a s k e t b a l l League w i l l serve as a clearinghouse 
f o r the various s e r v i c e s . Furthermore, s e r v i c e s w i l l be made 
a v a i l a b l e to f a m i l y members or others who w i l l be exposed. 

As a f u r t h e r i n c e n t i v e , the MBL i s patterned a f t e r the 
National B a s k e t b a l l A s s o c i a t i o n . Players receives t o p 
q u a l i t y uniforms, equipment, top f l i g h t o f f i c i a t i n g , as w e l l 
as the best a v a i l a b l e coaching and i n s t r u c t i o n . Players are 
assigned to teams i n a d r a f t s t y l e extravaganza which serves 
to promote self-esteem as w e l l as t o ins u r e p a r i t y among 
teams. 

As a r e s u l t o f t h e MBL the f o l l o w i n g occured i n 1992: 

Cr i m i n a l a c t i v i t y dropped by 54% du r i n g the hours 
which the program operated w i t h i n the Outhwaite, 
Carver Park, King-Kennedy, Garden V a l l e y , Old Cedar 
and Cedar Extensions (CMHA Communities). 

An average, 300 - 400 spectators were present a t the 
games and the r e c r e a t i o n center was also open f o r 
other a c t i v i t i e s between 10:00 P.M. and 2:00 A M. 

Seven p a r t i c i p a n t s received f u l l - t i m e j o b s . 

Three one-year academic scholarships w i l l be awarded 
to Dyke College and two by the Great Lakes Technical 
School. 

The f o r m a t i o n o f a Junior Midnight B a s k e t b a l l League 
at Lonnie Burten Recreation Center f o r youth ages 13 

17. Members o f the MBL serve as coaches, s c o r e r s 
and o f f i c i a l s c r e a t i n g a mentoring l i n k between 
ge n e r a t i o n s . The e f f o r t i s based on a MBL format 
w i t h workshop and f i e l d t r i p s ( i n c l u d i n g a day-long 
v i s i t t o L u c a s v i l l e State P r i s o n ) . The Junior 
League . has spawned re p r o d u c t i o n i n E l y r i a and 
O b e r l i n . 

F i f t e e n i n d i v i d u a l s e n r o l l e d i n t o a Job Readiness 
Program. 

F i f t e e n p a r t i c i p a n t s e n r o l l e d i n t o a G.E.D. course. 

Established a p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h t he Council of 
Economic O p p o r t u n i t i e s o f Greater Cleveland (CEOGC) 
to p r o v i d e j o b development. 



INSERVICE WORKSHOPS 

Motiva t i o n Nick Carter 

Your Neighborhood And You Fannie Lewis 

4th Amendment Rights 

AIDS Awareness 

Job Development & 
Career O p p o r t u n i t i e s 

Mr. Joe Primes 

Mr. Michael Thomas 

Council For Economic 
Oppo r t u n i t i e s 

Nightingale/Conant 
Chicago I l l i n o i s 

Co unc i1woman 
Ward 7 

(ACLU) 

Cleveland Treatment 
Center 

The Black Male Forum 

I n t e r v i e w i n g S k i l l s And 
Resume W r i t i n g 

Entrepreneurship 

Graf ton C o r r e c t i o n a l 
I n s t i t u t e 

V.O.I.C.E.S. 
(Victims Over Inner C i t y 
Crime) 

Who Am I Writes Of 
Passage 

FBI Presentation 

Cleveland Works 
Beat The S t r e e t 

Judge Ron Adrienne/ 
Mr. Don Scott 
Mr. Ben Ho l b e r t / 
Mr. Kevin Gamble 
Mr. Larry Elders 

Mrs. Berks 

P h i l l i p Davis 
Tom Page 

Inmate Presentation 

Henia D. Johnson 

Paul H i l l 

Bob Hawk 

Wi l son Smith 

Fun-Fresh 
Paige Ca te r ing 

Founder 

Agent 

L i f e In The Mainstream Henia D. Johnson Founder 



To The Midnight B a s k e t b a l l League, 

I , Marvin A t k i n s would l i k e to p e r s o n a l l y thank the 
Midnight B a s k e t b a l l League f o r changing my outlook 
on my f u t u r e . I haven't been employed since January 
of 1988, and I have to admit t h a t working was the 
f u r t h e s t t h i n g from my mind. I thought j u s t because 
I had a place to s t a y , a car to d r i v e , took care o f 
my son, and had a few d o l l a r s i n my pocket I was 
s t r a i g h t . Then I r e a l i z e d I was missing something. 
In j o i n i n g the MBL and a t t e n d i n g the workshop have 
i n s p i r e d me a g r e a t d e a l . The speakers also have 
had a b i g i n f l u e n c e on me. I want to express my 
deepest g r a t i t u d e to Arthur Fayne, yvonne P o i n t e r , 
and Wayne Moss f o r making i t p o s s i b l e to b r i n g the 
Midnight B a s k e t b a l l League to the community. I 
would l i k e you t o know I am now employed and would 
l i k e to again thank the MBL and hope they continue 
i n s p i r i n g people l i k e me. 

Your MBL P a r t i c i p a n t 

Marvin A t k i n s 
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G. Van Standifer Dies; Started 
Midnight Basketball League 

By Bart Bkmes 

G. Van Sundifer, 64, a retired 
government systems analyst who 
founded the Midnight Basketball 
League tn Prince George's County 
and saw it spread acroee the coun­
try, died Sept. 17 at his home in 
Gknarden. He had heart ailments. 

Mr. Standifer wts the town man­
ager of Glanarden when he founded 
the league In 1986 to curb an es­
calating cmne rate and provide 
young men with aoraething con­
structive to do on summer nights 
between the hours of 10 p-m. aad 2 
a.m. Locally about 210 young peo­
ple from 17 to 22 years dd partic­
ipate. Supported by government 
grants and private donations, the 
league has expanded to 37 cities 
nationwide. 

In 1091, Presklcnt Bush visited 
the program at th« Gl«nerden Com­
munity Center gymnasium, and 
Midnight Basketball became the 
124th Daily Point of Light in his 
1.000 Points of Light program. 

1 came here w see this Midnight 
Basketball myself," the president 
taid at the time. "Here everybody 
wins. . . . Everyone gets a better 
shot at l i fe . . . . It's about providing 
opportunity for youri« adults to es­
cape drugs and the streets and get 
on with their lives." 

Mr. Standifer was bora in Greer, 
S.C. He served In the Army from 
1048 to 1952, then settled In the 
Washington area. He attended the 
Cortez Peters Businefia School here 
and began a career in the federal 
government in 1956 with the Fed­
eral Highway Administratis. In 
1977, he transferred to the Federal 
Aviation Administration, from 
which he retired in 1985. 

In 1986 end 1986, Mr. Standifer 
also served as Cienardcn'a town 
manafier. and it was on that job that 
he came up with the idea of Mid­
night Basketball. Studying police 
reports he noticed that crime in 
Glenarden had increased signifi­
cantly and that most (A the increase 
came during the summer months. 
Police lege uidiceted that most 
crimes oceurred hetweao 10 p.m. 
and 2 a.m. and that they involved a 
narrow age group, young people 
from 17 to 22. 

j-rotn hi& own experience as a 
youth, he recalled his frustration 
over locked gymnasiums at night, 
and he developed the idea of a night 
basketball league, complete<with 
uniforms, coaches, referees and 
fans to lure young adults off the 
streets and Into a place where they 
could find a ooostructrve outlet for 
their energiee. 

"Generally spealdng, where there 
are huge blocks of free time, drug 
and alcohol abuse go up. The idea 
here was to use up as much of that 
free time as possible " Mr. Standi­
fer said 

Almost from the beginning, the 
program waa a success, spreading 
first to other comunitiee m the 
Washington area and then nation­
wide, to cities such as Chicago. 
Hartford and Atlanta. Crime rates 
went down. Mandatory drug edu­
cation workshops and vocational 
counseling sessions were added. In 
Maryland, Mr. Standifer received a 
Governor's Citfttion in 1991 for hie 
work with Midnight Basketball. 
Prince George's County named him 
"Prince Georgian of the Year" in 
1989. 

"When I first started, I was just 
coacemed with getting kids of! the 
street* during my watch as town 
manager" Mr. Standifer recalled. 
"But somewhere in tbe years since 
then, the program has changed me. 
I don't know where, don't know 
when, but 1 started trying to see the 
world through the eyes of these 
youths, and I didn't like what I 
saw." 

In 1906, he stepped down as 
town manager of Glenarden, but he 
continued as president of the Mid­
night Basketball League until his 
death. 

Survivot$ include his wife, Mar­
tha Standifer of Glenarden; two 
sons, Eric Van Standifer of Oakland 
and Nelson Conrad Standifer of Fo-
restviile; and a grandson. 
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Falls regained (he lead (25-24) 
j with a 2-1 overtime win by Todd 
i Shaker at 189 pounds. With the 
I score tied at l-all, it appeared . 
: Bay's Mike Stylski won the 
I match with a last second take­

down. But it was ruled the clock 
didn't start on time . and , the 
match was sent into overtime. 
Shaker was awarded a penalty 
point when the referree ruled 
Stylski was attempting to flee 
the mat to avoid a takedown. 

Bay now 1-1, joins seve^ 
other teams at: theColumbia f* 
Invitational Saturday. Olmsted* 
Falls improved to 5-2 overall 
2-0 in SWC action. : , ' 

' i t fu i r t 

ni - Zj^SLttS.'"','^,slem J i b" 
o i i t e n P ^ ^ ' T k
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ev1n,AtH"s -

e x P a r ^ d ? ^ Lorain, Oberlin / / ^ 
TheMidnight-^Basketb^ll: , A aipoffV breakfast for "ti,* League 1 S ; e x p a n d i n g i n ^ ^ ^ ,'«• ^ 

— 0 — ... xvuiaui wm oe neia 
Jan. 20 at ,8 a.m. at DeLuca's . The league1 began in- Elyria Place in the Park, A tipoff lun-

l.jSi j U . m i ^ e r - Divisions will be c llf,0^ f o r the league in Oberlin 

on over Oberlin 
Keystone . . 33 

LAGRANGE - Bob Walker^ 
pin at 171 was the deciding 
match as Keystone downed 
Brookside in Lorain County Con­
ference action Thursday. 

103 - Mike SI. Ptler (K| dec. Ryan Cox, 9 2; 111 _ 

i - Mlkt Hlllclc (Kl pinned Andy Guy. 1:39- HO - V! 

handler /m nlnn.4 J i , ,^ 1:3 .̂ M 5 _ 

— •. " • • » « a « w u a . w i l l u e 

added in Lorain and Oberlin in' 
the spring 

- - - —"fcuv . i l l U L T C I I H I 

will be held Jan. 28 at noon at 
Stevenson Hall at Oberlin Col­
lege. 

Yvonne Poiiiter, the Mother of 
„ .... ^^u,, Midnight Basketball, will attend 

Hucker, who previously worked both functions. Pointer founded 
for the Lorain i Countv'; TIrhan the — ! J • • • -

. The three divisions will com­
prise the Midnight. Basketball 
League of Lorain County. Ron 
Rucker, who previously worked — 
for _ the Lorain : County ̂ Urban the mi 

., League,"-is rtheiexecuUveLdirec.if; land'hv 
midnight league in Cleve-

Ing 11." said Rucker.,..,, ;. , P (ObSlfi) ^ Gymnasium 

-Scon Davidson (6) dec. Joel Soulham »0-1 l is -

Browand 

V H K , W A^nt' (B) dec. JasM 
B<nn«t(. a-1. HWT - Lou Tarone (B| pinned Jim Mofrlson. 
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\lidnight 
tet for summer 
eague may add 

f Robert Baxter Jr. 
Daily News staff writer 

T,e second phase of Beloif s "suc-
af Midnight Basketball pro-, 

•am may feature up to two ad-
tional teams — if funding is ac-

League officials announced the 
ble expan-

Tubbs 

ion Wednesday 
vening. The 
•rogram's sec-
nd season will 
>egin in late 
day. 
, The Midnight 
basketball board 
net at the City 
iall forum, with 
: i ty Manager 
Daniel T. Kelley to discuss details 
cf a second 12-week basketball 
schedule. » , . ' ' . 

Kelley said the "successful pro­
gram has the full support of the city 
and the council, and any funding 
help the city can give will be made 
available. 

. Currently six teams are guaran­
teed scheduling during the summer 
session. . , 

City officials are awaiting a led-
eral government decision on the -
president's economic package that 
would include additional funding for 
community programs across the 
country. , 

Kelley said if that goes through, 
additional funding for the Midnight 
Basketball program could be avail-
^T^ie program has been drawing 
rave reviews from people • locallyl; 
and in other cities that have similar-' 
programs. 

two new,teams 
. Tve received probably 40 calls in 
the last week or so from more 
young men wanting to get involved 
in the program," Police Capt. 
Charles Tubbs, commissioner of the 
Midnight Basketball League, told, 
the board.. 

Tubbs has been contacted by cit-
ies across the United States and / 
has spoke at few pointing out the 
accomplishments of the local pro-

^-There are a number- of cities 
looking at our program as a guide 
to what they would like to see, said 
Tubbs. 

Executive Director of the League, 
Jim Trudgeon, said the program is 
being recognized nationally and its 
"good reputation" will be continued 
throughout the summer. 
. Working on about a $24,000 bud­

get, the league has again been^of­
fered the Beloit; Memorial High 
School gymnasium for league 
games. The only charge is for that 
of a custodian before, during and 
after the games. i 

During the winter months, an av­
erage of 150 to 200 people attended 
the games, said Trudgeon. 
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U;S^Midhight Basketball 

risk" for eitber'droppiiig out of See BASKETBALL, A-6 i& 

- - • ' • - • • : •:. • 
•- o -

diversity^ and staying^ .drug. ? 

free.,.-.; >^ ' ' 

l\ibumainent ,:wiU: -feature-: atv^ 
; least 400 participants plus. parrgsiA 
r^nts and diaperones. Tbe.indi-,, •, , 
^vidual leagues . wiU'have 
-raisemoney t o . W ^ ^ P . . ^ 
Jshejaid. v • ; % ?̂v-'>r.»4-i.>.; i . . 

P T h e Lorain County Midnight^-
^Basketball League _ i s . c o ^ ^ 
.̂ prised of ..divisipn^w f y r ^ ; , 
^Lorain and Q b e r i i n ^ - ^ ^ ^ ^ -
«,-.o-.-r-<,--.'ir->>rî «i5na- vear last : 

S^WWle rules' of Midnight Basil , 
?ketbaU allow women to play, 
• there haven't been any, female 
Iparticipants .in Lorain^Cpunty^ 
i-:.yet;>-:<Panagiotou :r.said.^one.^ 
^ o m a n volunteered to coach a ^ 
"team in Oberlin/she saad.^-^ ̂  
^ ' She's bopefui some women ^ 
• ' W m try and get ' onto Lorain v 

County teams this year , 
' "They'll probably be drafUng .; 
"soon," she said. 
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OF JUNE V, 1992 

NATIONftL ASSOCIATION Of MIDNIGHT BASKETBALL LEAGUES 

CJTY CO-SPONSOR CONTACT PHONE 

P.O. CNTY. HD. 

WABMINQTQN, D.C. 

NEPTUNE, N.J. 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 

DATONA BEACH, FL. 

CHICAGO, ILL. 

ATLANTA, GA. 

AUSTIN, TX. 
TQFEKA, KANSAS 
CHARLES CNTY MD. 
KALAMAZOO, MI. 
MELBOURNE, FL. 
YQUN86T0WN. OHIO 
DENVER, COLO. 
MIDDLESEX CNTY NJ. 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 
UNION COUNTY N.J. 
HOUSTON * TX. 
GARY INDIANA 
ESSEX CNTY. N.J. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 
BRIDSEPORT,CONN. 
PUERTO RICQ 
MIAMI FLORIDA 
LORAIN CNTY. OHIO 
FT.PIERCE FL. 
CLEARWATER, FL. 
CANTON, OHIO 
LANSING, MICHIQftN 
BELOIT, WISCONSIN 
SAN DIEGO CA.. 
MICHIGAN CITV IND. 
MAtUN CITV CA. 
C. PALO ALTO, CA. 
ANTIQCH, CA. 
NEW ORLEANS, 
WAVCR033, GA. 

MBL OF P.O. CNTY V. STANDIFER (SOi>772-171i 

PROCESS H.O.P.E. 

MBL OF N.J. 

MBL OF N.Y. <• ED LALLY 

P.I.C. 

CH. A. 

TONY TOWNS (ZOZJB29-4VS2 

ALEX NAVARRO (908)SQ2-03Qe 

<212>7^9-0433 

D. HENDRICKS <«?04>256-7072 

(3IL WALKER (3i2> 791-4768 

HDL OF GA. 

P.A.L. 
PARKS fc'REC. 
COMMTY. BVCES. 
COMMTY. ASSOC. 
LEISURE SVCES. 
M.H. A. 
OAY & ASSOC. 
(3 «( 0 ASSOC. 
DIV OF REC. 
ACCU-WORD 
MBL OF HOUSTON . 
YOUTH SERVICES 
•ACCU-UORD 
EHH CMNTY CNTR. 
UNITED WAY 
CARRIB. .^POf^tS 
MIAMI MBL " 
LORAlfl CNTY. MBL. 
FT. PIERCE H.A. 
COMMUNITY CNTR. 
MBL OF STARK CNTY 
D. A. D. 
BELOIT P.P. 
REC. COUNCIL 
H.C. HGU3. AUTH. 
D & Q CLUB 
L.T.P.-P. 
BORN F^.EE 
_h&L;' Or 'NEW ORLEANS 
MDL Or WAftK CNTY 

E.' HUNT 

PAUL VOQEL 
8. WILKINS 
PAUL WILLS 
M. WILLIAMS 
ART ROBBINS 
R. VAZMINA 
JONI SAMUELS 
GREGORY HALL 
WAYNE B.M08S 
KIRK CHARLES 
LON. REYNOLD'S 

<404)420-6409 

<S 12)3:83-7723 
<913)232-Sli2 
(301>070-3?QG 
(616)343-6185 
<407>255-4608 
<216>744-2161 
<303>321-2600 
(*?08> 247-9811 
(216>664-3987 
<90S)925-4730 
(713)866-6293 

MICHAEL §pOYTr/*21^)886-0621 
KIRK CHARLES (90S) 92e5-473Q 
tARRY QRAY <4IS)921-6276 
JACK WILLIAMS <203>334-5106 
EDDIE GONZALEZ <S09> 79S-2040 
GEO. KNOX (305)374-1212 
RON. RUCKeft <216)323-3364 
CLARENCE BROUN(407)461-7201 
MICHAEL CR0NIN<9i3>4^1-lSlQ 
D.A. ST.JOHN (216)493-3905 
LARRY JOHNOON <B17>4G4-3970 
CHARLES TUBES <6<i>e>> 364-6943 
PETER CaNfRERAS^i^ 202-3039 
DWIOHT SMITH <2t9)674-4606 
MICHAEL EVANS <4 1 S>33i-G37G 
LAKRY THOMPSON(413)323-7933 
GERALD GRANT <StO)427-6079 
PETE PEP I TON < 604)393-19055 
CAftLOa NELSON <«?12> ̂ GS-3105 



The American Jewish 
Committee 

CLEVELAND CHAPTER 
625 Henna Building 
Cleveland, OH 44115 
(216) 781-6035 
Fax: (215) 781-7519 

YOUR COVERAGE INVITED 

Mrs. Helen Lieberman, a social activist from Capetown, South Africa, has been 

invited back to Cleveland to spend the day with leaders and members of Cleveland's Midnight • 

Basketball League, on Saturday, June 19, 1993, at the Lonnie Burten Recreation Center, 2511 

E. 46th St. Her visit will begin at 11:00 A.M. 

Mrs. Lieberman was in Cleveland on May 21, 1993 to address a meeting co-sponsored 

by the Cleveland Chapters of the NAACP and The American Jewish Committee. She spoke 

about the successful development of schools, recreational programs and cottage industries in 

some of the black townships near Capetown, and how leadership was developed from among the 

participants in the projects. 

"Mrs. Lieberman's story was so inspirational that we decided that she should talksdirectly 

to the young people who are currently involved in our program," said Yvonne. Pointer, 

Commissioner of Cleveland's Midnight Basketball League. "We believe that our participants 

can leam a great deal about taking control of their own environment and developing stronger 

leadership. I'm pleased that the Midnight Basketball League's Executive Director Waynie Moss. , 

was able to make arrangements for the meeting and that The American Jewish Committee's 

Cleveland Chapter agreed to help us in this effort." 

Contact: Marun J. Plax; The American Jewish Committee. 75i-6035 
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Beloit, WI-Bdoft's community and city leaders along with players and coaches were present for Belott's 
Midnight basketball league banquet Tuesday, May 25,1993, held at the Salvation Army. Pictured left to right: 
Mardie Farr, Yvonne Pointer, the "Mother of Midnight Basketball," as quest speaker, City Manager^tankl Kelley, 
League Commbsiooer Charted Tubbs and Jlev. Paul Kilgore. The League kicked off it's second season Thursday 
night at the BeWt YALCA. ^ 



RECOGNITIONS, HONORS, AWARDS 

IN MEMORY OF 

GLORIA POINTER 



GLORIA'S AWARD—Gloria Pointer-* mother, Yvonne Pointer, and f w 11-
year-old brother Raymon Pointer hold the trophy for the beat Junior Hlflh 
ch««ri«a<i(ng (quad. Th« winning tquad wrai from Alexander Hamilton Junior 
High School. The trophy wai pr«<«nied in honor ol Gloria Pointer, a (ormer 
cheerleader at Harry E. Oavla, who waa (lain last Oecamber. The idea tor the 
award waa conceived by Oon Woolen, ol Ihe Cleveland Public Schoola Stu­
dent Actlvlllea. Audubon Junior High School came In aecond place, and 
Glorla'a (ormer teammalea came In IhUd. (Photoa By Sharon Jelleraon) 



^U&U lALC'TL^ J&Ac/-/<//•' Ic^z-o 

(-



^ ^ >4^. ae^lr di<(>a -ZcrtUas 





Cl&via v i l l be sadly odssed by tlte 
Jieinbers of homeroom J25 and the OIU 
c lass , Gloria waa alvcys f u l l of l i f e 
ind had a reaefcr smile for everyone. 

We f ee l privileged to have had 
Gloria i n cur homeroom and classes and 

-K-pe that onis tragedy vd.ll servo to 
prevent this from ever happeninc again. 
I f safer conditions are provided to our 
students vaio walk to -school and i f each 
of ua becomes jaore safety concious aa a 
result of this , then Cloria v d l l not 
havo died i n vain. Her loving memory 
w i l l be vtith us alxaya. 

Krs , Pcttijr-Hofflerooffl Teacher 
and mambera of homeroom 125 

I remember C lo r i a as a bricht and 
loving person vdiom I a lso loved and cared 
f o r very much. She vaa very outgoijis and 

. respect ful and k ind . So, l e t us wipe the 
tears from our eyes, h o l d our heads Up hich • • 
and .remember her aa she vas . I knov tha t 
she we always be wi th ua as long aa we r o -
oeraber her. Gloria has Juat gone to sleep. 

by Anastasia HcKaney 

We are a l l going to nisa Glor ia . She 
was more than a classmate to ae. She vas 
l ike a s i s t e r . Wo used to go to tho 
library and walk to school together every 
day. She cade our O.W.X.. class brighter 

; and happier. 
Cora Harvey , , 

Once 
I love you 
Some t late s 
I -xiss vou 
A l _ . r - s 
I ' i i c a r e f o r you 
Novor 

• • r i l l " f o r c e t you 

T i n a Bookor 

• OOfiU E . POiWER" 
raBOTAHT as, t970-nECEKBEH 6, 1984" 

To s » o o t h G . — • 
You know mn 
111'Hike Jordan 
523. * e p , i t ' s 
E l l i o t t . I 
miss you v e r y 
srach and I . 
w i l l never 
forget y o u . 

E l l i o t t 
Dawson 

I aa writing this I n renenbranco of 
Gloria Pointer Wiota we a l l enjoyed know-' 
ing and who was very Sear to ua . We a l l 
know that there i s a t i l l a place i n our 
hearts Oiere sfae wil l always be. -We 
should rejoice that she i s i n a land of 
happiness and that she i s looking down 
on us wanting us to be happy and go on 
with l i f e . Let us offer our support 
•and prayers to "her family. 

Honica Parker 

Cloria was a specia l g i r l and I loved .-
her a l o t . 1 enjoyed being wi th her a m I 
miss her very such. She always made ae 
happy Wien 1 vas very sad arc! th i s I s what 
I w i l l cdss most about her . Thank you 
Gloria f o r a l l the good times. 

Jackie Roaeberry 

I'm goin£ to odsa you, Gloria in gyra 
and Think class because you were always ^ 'sr 
= i i a l in r and liappy. 

I know we. w i l l a l l axtss Clmia because 
she was so n ice and funny and a good 
friend to be w i t h . Ve were good friends 
and used to t a l k on the pbone about 
everything. I Xee l lonely «A1 sad and 
vender wf̂ jr t h i s happened tat there are 
no easy ansjrera. With lore— 

, Kifc Jones ' 

Dear Glor ia . . . 

m t i a e the p a i n v i l l l ^ ^ 

« i U always be cy f r i . ^ . 

love, 
Shelia Langford 



IN MEMORY OF GLORIA POINTER 

FRIEND AND CLASSMATE 

Gloria was more than a classmate to us - she was 

a member of our family. 

Without Gloria the circle w i l l no longer be complete 

but she left us a legacy of love that w i l l never be forgotten. 

Her friendliness, vivacity, her smile and the s p i r i t 

she brought into our room each day will remain uppermost 

in our memories. 

We were proud and happy to have had Gloria in our class 

and our deepest and heartfelt synipathies go out to her 

family. 

Mrs. Petty - Homeroom Teacher 

and Homeroom 125 
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/remembered with athletic awar< 
** v 

fKltWHALEY^,^, 
SOSIUpOrtM' : lered 

Ppintct^iOtbcr Hi MaF H 
J teenager is a. very 

woman. Shc/has. 
aod.̂ l̂ dl̂ Ltod a moving 

fpoifjiant b^SP^Ppctry in ^ 
" lonJunei^ 1989arc^-nienioiyof hcrtfangtiter. . 

» /si—-- ^ fficvinggontfthroag^bneofthii 
^iinog. tragic ord îls" in her. Efe**.' 

is.a&^It'livat V>M«.Pomtcr hiS^o^rty'TCtuhiedl^ 
^y^thc.^oy bdng-.of hern "tot u^mainstrcam'offife.Thepaia' 
^*faJYvbniietPomter^.>- is JSU there,'mcmone$--of upfiil-"-
^•.bat.in.thc hearts and riU§?hopcs and-dramis smfaoe f.' 

yet out of YvonnffPoiriterV " 
tnutre, there.has'tm^ged'a 
.̂Warcness.;A profound need .-
p other parents;'and people -

rfcral cope with the tragedy of " 
îciuldt^Q through violent-'* -

across the 

^ c e i ^ ^ 1984/.14.ycar 
iria left her home'.'on East to 
>L,.enJxijrte ta'Sa^cj.E. . in 
n.ffighS&ooLSbclefta- lol 
inatei*M^ier.UiSit;day' cd 
: she inteded.toct6p ether • 
id's hot^to'.pick up A 
bca-ncjefhinstyte-.That 
lar day;she(j^ts going to-
e apci'fec^yittendancc 
-.-. . . ». j f t - ; 

i Gloria didnXshow up at 
•Ax hous t̂hefciend went 
•ol and notified officials, 
officials waited until about 
IL, then called the mother. 
a \ partially dad body was 
about 10:30 a.m., that 
g in aback stairwell lead-
the basement of an East 
t. apartment building. She 
en raped and brutally 
o death. 
years have passed, and her 
r remains unsolved. 

auxse GlaHqk Poihtcr was an 
tc, Hany E. Davis has cstab-
Cthe CqonaPointcr Athletic 

rThSTycar two graduates 
dpicnts of the award. " 

.-Jtiuca Carter, said-she was' 
thruled to receive the award. "I ain 
vety%osc to Mrs. Pointer, and 
recdying this award keeps Glo-
riatmcnlory alive to me.*'To mica 
aspires to be a guidance 
counselor. 

Las&aunne Pitmon said that he 
was happy that he had been 
selectto win the award. *I fed 
that Gloria was a good person and 
a good athlete. I never thought I'd 
go this'far in one school year." 
Lashaunnc wants to become an 
airplane" mechanic. 

""^TOMICA CARTEL AND LASHAUNNE PTTMON. are recip^nts ot the Gtorti 
. Pinter ̂ Jhtetic Award. 



r i^SO^UTIOM OF CONDOLENCE 

Foe CouaciLnan Fannie H . Lewis and Council President George L.. Torbes 

3 / Councilnen Barnea, BoLden.. Cannon. Ciolek, J . Johnaon, K. Johnaoa." Ilones. 
D- Kuc in ich . G. Kuclnich. Lynch. M i l l e r . Polen»ek. PokaVls. 
S n l t h . Turner, Westbrook. Woods, "ayac . 

WHEREAS, th i s Council extends i t s deepest syapathy and condo­
lences to the passing of G l o r i a Pointer, whose young l i f e waa abruptly ended 
December 6. 1984 a t age 14 years ; and 

vmEEEAS, G l o r i a w i l l be lovingly remembered for her I n t e l l i ­
gence, aer scho larsh ip , and oer involvenent in her community. Gloria waa very 
act ive i n the church . She was on the Junior Usher Board; she was an a c t i v e 
choir nember; a nuraery he lper ; and a neaber of the Young People Wi l l ing 
Workers at the Prayer Temple Church; and 

WHEREAS, G l o r i a demonstrated a l i v e l y and sincere i n t e r e s t i n 
her education. She was an honoree for perfect attendance and was never 
tar^y. She p a r t i c i p a t e d i n school as she part ic ipated i n her coanunity. She 
was a cheerleader, an. a c t i v e member of the achool t r a c k tean and a member o f 
V.i- "j^sketball t san; and 

WHEREAS, above a l l . Glor ia was that v e r y spec ia l kind of young 
person who was a p a r t i c u l a r joy to her parents, e s p e c i a l l y her Bother, 
Yvonne. G l o r i a was a source of constant help and a s s i s t a n c e to her mother i n 
the home, always w i l l i n g to he lp out and never d i s r e s p e c t f u l . She was, a s her 
nother descr ibes h e r : "Her mother wishes that every daughter could be the 
kind of daughter that G l o r i a was"; an-J 

WHEREAS, G l o r i a leaves behind her most lov ing mother, Yvonne 
Rashid; s tepfa ther . Hadir Rashid; father , Gary M i l l s ; grandparents. L u e E l l a 
and Henderson Pointer and Mrs. Jordean M i l l s : and a h o s t of other r e l a t i v e s 
and f r i ends ; now, therefore , 

3E I T RESOLVED, that th i s Council extends i t s most h e a r t f e l t 
sympathy on the death of G l o r i a Pointer, a youngster o f promise and love, to 
"ler family, teachers and many fr iends who mourn her l o s s deeply. 

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, that the C l e r k o f Council be and she i s 
her»by requested to transmit a copy of th is Resolution o f Condolence to Coun-
c i lnan Fannie M. Lewis for proper presentation-

President of Counc i l 

I . Mercedes Cotner, C l e r k of Council of the 
C i t y o£ Cleveland, do hereby c e r t i f y that the 
foregoing i s a true and c o r r e c t copy of t h i s 
Resolution of Condolence. 

VITHESS rr/ hand and s e a l at Cleveland, O h i o , 
th i s Tenth dav of December, 1994. 

Mercedes Cotner. C l e r k of Council 



LOUIS STOKES 
21«tOISTRtCT.OHIO 

Hnilrb Stairs (CcngrrBH 
T R I B U T E 

.. A CHILD«S FAITK 

"Jesus loves me,, t h i s I know " 
For the B i b l e t e l l s me so 
L i t t l e c h i l d r e n ask no more. 
'For l o v e i s . a l l they * re l o o k i n g , f o r 

; A n d - i n - a - s m a l l - c h i l d ' s s h i n i n g eyes" 
The f a i t h "of a l l the ages l i e s 
And t i n y hands and t o u s l e d heads 
.That kneel i n prayer by l i t t l e beds 
Are c l o s e r t o the dear Lord's h e a r t 
And o f h i s kindgom more a p a r t 
Oh, Father g r a n t once more t o men 
A" simple c h i l d l i k e ..faith'. a g a i n •-. - ._- . 
And, w i t h " a small c h i l d ' s t r u s t i n g eyes 
May a l l men come t o r e a l i z e 
That f a i t h alone can save man's soul 
And l e a d him t o a h i g h e r g o a l . " 

GLORIA POINTER was a f f e c t i o n a t e l y known as a sweet l o v i n g c h i l d 
who touched everyone w i t h her sweet p e r s o n a l i t y and s m i l e . "' 

We indeed pay t r i b u t e t o GLORIA POINTER f o r her sweet, g e n t l e 
and t h o u g h t f u l ways o f i n s p i r i n g many o f h e r f a m i l y and f r i e n d s 
who knew her. 

Although her time here was n o t lo n g , GLORIA POINTER brought un­
speakable j o y and e n r i c h e d the l i v e s o f us a l l . . •.. ... --

As we w o r s h i p - i n t h i s home going c e l e b r a t i o n , we pray t h a t t h e f a m i l y 
and f r i e n d s , f u l l y understand the gre a t w o r t h o f a c h i l d ' s l i f e 
who tpiiched a l l t h a t knew her. 

, - R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, . 

Louis S toke ; 

Mf?mber_of C o n g r e i s 
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vonne Pointer 

ne blustery morning in December 1984, 
urteen-year-old Gloria Pointer was on her 
ay to school to receive an award for attend-
jce and punctuality, when she was ab­
ided, raped and murdered in a stairwell on 
ast 105th Street in Qeveland. The murder 
•jnains unsolved, but the case will never 
ose in the heart of her mother, Yvonne 
ointer. "It's like walking around in your 
orst nightmare," she says. "Your body is 
oing to work, fixing dinner, but the person 
iside is very dose to death. The only thing 
lat helped that part of me come alive was 
hen I could make a difference to others. My 
cus began to shift to wondering who's going 
> do something to help these people who are 
nUng our children. I really talked to God; I 
)ld him I need something to help our young 
eople." 
Inspiration came fromaChicago program 

Ixich encouraged Tugh-risk"city youths to 
ompete in basketball games from 10 pm. to 
ajn. Pointer's tireless efforts launched 

3evelan<rs Midnight Basketball League 
rfaich, along with uniforms and coaching, 
ives eighteen- to twenty-five-year-old men 
oandatory job training, drug counseling, 
arenting workshops, GED preparation and 
cholanhip opportunities. In Glenarden, 
Maryland, where a similar program was de-
elopedm 1986, crime has been reduced by 
ixty«even percent during league hours. 
Pointer has established a Gloria Pointer 

kfaolarship through Cleveland Scholarship 
'rograms, founded a support group called 
\>ativePtas,hactivemthe Parents of Mur-
tered Children Association, and works with 
ib I children at Providence House. OnNo-' 
*ember 7,1991, Governor George Voinovich 
¥ induct her into the Ohio Women's HaH of t 
7ame. Pointer, who prays and fasts regularly, 
ays, 1 fed like God should be getting this 
rward,not me." 

Richard Dowden 

"These young people think if they have a child 
with a defect, tliey're being punished by God," 
says Richard Dowden of his patients in Por-
toviejo, Ecuador. "The only way to atone for 
what they did wrong is to take really good 
care of these children. When we correct the 
deformity, that's a sign God has forgiven 
them." 

Dowden has made it his mission to correct 
thesedeformhies for the native populatkm-a 
mix of Inca, Quechua Indian and Spanish -
living in the western foothills of the Andes. 
Each November, he leaves his plastic-surgery, 
practice at the Cleveland. CUhic to lead a 
thirty-member team of volunteerŝ Por-
toviefa where they spend two.weekyirovid-
ing free surgery to adults ancUJuldren with 
deft lips and palates thafVouWotherwise go 
untreated. "&me prf&nts Ihe so far away," 
Dowden sayŝ TijCTiaj* to walk a whole day 
justtoreaAabtaaop, then rideabus for fcro 
or three d&afo get to us. Most children will 
need at leaft&g, usually four or five surger­
ies before they're twenty." 

under primitive conditions is 
Dowden, who worked with 

the FlydBA&Aor Service in Afcica from 1970 
has Visited Ecuador annually 

under the sponsorship of Inter-
nonprofit organisation based 

7̂ 
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CLEVELAND' 
MOST POW 
WOMEN 
byMaryP.Wilhelm 

In the days o( the French Revolution when Napoleon was oozing powee through his swoeds and 
bayooets, tlwe probably wasnt much debate about what power meant or who had it The guys with 
the swords had it and everybody else didnl Today, we fink power to everything Irom lunches to 
Reoboks. So when the NCWsMdedc^ to compile a fo^ 
to colebrate our 100th issue, I balked. I have (frfftcutty applying a word used to describe the soles 
of my tennis shoes to women I admire. And given my Type A, compufsrve nature, how could I 
translate power into a standardized checklist format? ftefs see, Ms. Sett Actualized fits A, B and 
D but there's no sign d any C—cross her offT) 

I took these problems to our readers, women working hard in the trenches, and asked for your 
help. After many heated discussions with various women about power and who has H, the consensus 
was unanimous: everyone defines it drfferentiy. There's sexual power. poOtical power, physical 
xjwer, spiritual power, vested and derived power, perceived power and financial power. But the 
jottom line is that wo know it when we see H. Even though no two women I spoke to gave the same 
definition of power, I kept getting the same names of women who have h. 

You will find women on the Est whose power k very visible in Qeveland, the obvious choices-
Ruth Miller, Karen Horn. Unadufterated power. But you will also find Betteruth Naparstek fisted, a 
clinical social worker who has developed a series of guided imagery tapes to help chronically ill 
people manage their pain. Thafs the power to heal. And there is Sarah Sager, the cantor at 
Fairmount Temple. Her power is her voice which I am told raises the hair on the back of your neck, 
H's so mcredible. ^ ' 

I kept getting nominations for the four women partners at Halui Loeser and Parks. I tried 
repeatedly to get somebody to pick one partner for the list t suggested choosing on the basis of 
seniority, or community involvement, or who picks up the tab for lunch—but no one would. I was told 
over and over that these women work together; they're a team. Collaboration, thafs power. 

The last 10 "Women to Watch" on the fist are powerful up-and-comers. Kathy Kemp was born 
with cerebral palsy, is wheelchair-bound and is president of a data base and book indexing firm. She 
is a powerful entrepreneur. NCW felt her personal power at our recent networicing event when she 
could not access our speaker easily in her wheelchair. She persisted, heard the speaker, and 
enlightened us all in the process. That b power. 

The NCW staff thanks Kathy and all of the women on this list for their inspiration. Thanks also 
to the many women who helped compile this list and to the readers who have seen NCW through 
100 issues. 

There are many powerful women m Cleveland; this list honors only 100 d them. We welcome 
your nominations for next year's list. 

100 MOST 
POWERFUL WOMEN 

1. Josephine R.Abedy 
Artistic Director 
Cleveland Play House 

2. Carolyn W. Allen. J.D. 
OtfedCK 
Department d Public Safety. Crty ol Qeveland 

3. Elizabeth K. Bain], M.D. 
County Corooer 
Assistant Prdessor CWRU Medical School 

A. Eriine Betton, M A 
Senkx Vice President of Human Resources 
Progfesswe 

5. Wilma F. Bergfeld, M.O., F.A.C.P. 
Head, Dermalology Oinical Research and 
DeimatojiatholoQy 
Cleveland Oinic Foundation 
President. 1992 Amc-rcsn Aademy ol Dermatol­
ogy 

6. M.ntV Hi!! 

7. Rena J. Blumberg 
Community Relations Direclor 
WDOK-FM/WRMR-AM 

8. Alexandria B. Boone, M.S. 
President and CEO 
GAP Productions. Inc 

9. Mary O. Boyle 
Preskfen! 
Board ot County Commiss<onef s 

10. Marilyn Brenllinger 
President 
Cleveland Play House Board of Trustees 

11. Jeanette Grasselli Brown 
Distinguished Visiting Prdessor and Chairman 
Ohio University 

12. Janet LBullard 
Senior Vice President 
Society National Bank 

13. Jane l _ Campbell, M.A. 
State of Ohio Represenuin'e 

14. Victoria Cargill.M.D. 
Assodaie Professor ol Medonc 

15. Carol Cartwright, Fh-D. 
President 
Kent Slate Universcy 

16. Uabelle Chetten 
Owner 
Isabella's and Thai Place oo Beltflower 

17. VIColombl 
Civic Activist 

16. Betty Cof* 
General Maruger and President 
VWIZ-TV Channel 2S 

19. Margol J«nK« Copeland, M A 
Presktent 
The Junior Ltague of Cleveland. lr>c 

20. Sharon Coutter, RJC, Ui3A_, M.S.N. 
Chairperson, Division of Nursing 
The Cleveland CSnic Foundation 

21. Roaenury Covington 
Assistant General Manager 
Marketing & Development 
Greater Cteveland Transit Authority 

22. Janet BenneO Eadie 
Executive Director 
WomenSpaoe 

23. MelIndaEste t lMi). 
Assodaie Chief d Sufl 
The Cleveland Ctnic Foundation 

24. Hanfet Fader 
Executive Director 
Diabetes Assodalion d Greater Cleveland 

25. CarolA.Frinket,M.BA 
Founder and Chairnan 
Creative Production Services. Inc. 

2G. Ctalre Frwnun 
Executive Director 
Cuyahoga Metropofcan Housing Authority 

27. Denise M«ri< Fugo 
President 
Sammy's In-The-fHals 

28. Susan Gamton, M A 
Vice President arcj Regional Fadlrty Administrator 
Kaiser Permanerte 

29. G'rta Gidwant, MD. 
President of The North American Society (or 
Pediatric and Adolescent Gynecology 
The Cleveland CSnic Foundation 

30. Donna Gluer 
Senior Real Estate Consutlant 
Smythe Cramer Company 

31. Molly Gtuer 
President 
Cuyahoga Courfy Ubrary Board 

32.SanyGri« l 

President 
Gries Rnanria! Corp. 

33. Women partner at Hahn. Loeser and Parks 
Pat E Morgenstenv-CtarTen, JD. 
Deborah A. Coleman, JD. 
Patrida A Hemann, J.D. 
Frances Mitchell Schaul, J.D. 

34. Ann Harsh 
Senior Vce President and Chief Financial ©fcer 
The Metroheati Syslem 

35. Bernadir* Healy, M.D. 
Duecot 

National Insthirtes d Health 

30. Card Ho:ve> 



•37. Karen Horn 
Chairman and CEO 
Bank One. Oeveiand 

3£. Stephanie Tubbs Jonet. J D . 
Cuyahoga County 
Prosecutor 

39. Mary Ann Jongenaon, J.D. 
Partner 
Squire, Sanders and Dempsey 

40. Martha Joteph 
Philanthropist and Volunteer 

41. Betty Kemper 
President and CEO 
Eliza Jennings Group 

42. Gloria Pace King 
Vice President ot Planning. Allocations and 
Government Retations 
United Way Services 

43. Eileen Korey 
Health Reporter 
WKYC-TV Channel 3 

44. Susan N. La Jole, PhD. 
Associate Director 
The Qeveland Foundation 
45. Joan Lamson, M.B A 
President 
Castile Systems. Inc 

46. Story LandU, PhD. 
Chairperson of The Department of Neuro Sciences 
Case Western Reserve University School ot 
Medicine 

47. DeforiaLane. PhD. 
Director of Musical Therapy 
The Ireland Cancer Center at University Hospitals 
ol Cleveland 

48. Gail C. Lareon 
Senior Vice President and General Manager 
University MacOonald Womens Hospital 

49. Maxine Levin 
Philanthropist 

50. Fannie Lewis 
CoundKvoman 
City of Qeveland 

51. Sr. Maria Loehr, S.ND.. PhD. 
President 
Notre Dame College o( Ohio 

52. Marilyn Cell Mason 
Director 
The Qeveland Public Library 

53. Nancy McCann 
Director of Marketing 
Tower City Center 

54. Darlene Evans McCoy, J D . 
Chief d Stall 
Office of the Mayor. City o( Cleveland 

55. Patricia Mead 
President o( Corporate Relocation Management 
Realty One 

56. Ruth Miller, PhD. 
President 
Tower City Center 

57. Sydcll L Miller 
Executive Vice President 
Matrix Essentials, Inc. 

58. Lindsay J. Morgentheler 
Crvic Volunteer 

59. Belleruth Naparstek 
Qinical Social Worker 
AUIIKX of "HeaMi Joumow" 

tO. Norma Nelson 
Small Business Assodatjon. Cleveland office 

61. Karen Newborn, J D . 
Partner 
Baker and Hosteller 

62. Karen Nussbaum 
President 
9 to 5. National Association o( Working Women 

63. Mary Rose Oakar, M A 
U.S. Representative 

64. Cheryl O'Donnell 
General Manager 
The RiU-Carlton, Cleveland 

65. Margaret O-Nelll 
Civic Volunteer 

66. Kate Paul. M A 
Senior Vtoe President and Regional Manager 
Kaiser Permanente 

67. MaryLeePilla 
Litigation Counsel 
Nestle U S X . Inc 

GS.Sheoill Paul 
Founder and President 
Trolley Tours of Cleveland 

69. Yvonne Pointer 
Community Activist 

70. Donna Kelly Rego.M.S. 
Chairperson, Board ot Trustees 
The MetroHeahh System 

71. CarotRivchun,MA 
Vice President of Marketing 
The Greater Qevetand Growth Association 

72. Barbara Robinson 
Chairperson 
Ohio Arts Council 

73. Ramona Robinson 
Anchor 
VAJAB-TV Channel 43 

74. Shelly Roth 
Vioe President 
Pierre's French Ice Cream 

75. Judith M.Ruggic 
Director 
Leadership Cleveland, a program ol the Greater 
Cleveland Growth Association 

76. Sarah Sagar 
Cantor 
An she Cbesed-Fair mount Temple 

77. Oiann a Scaravilli 
Crvic Leader and Radio Personality 
Past Resident, Junior League ot Cleveland; 
Trustee at Qeveland State University and Benefit 
Chairperson of Playhouse Square Center Galas 

78. Sue R. Seidman, M.B.A. 
Senior Consulting Team Member 
DMA Group 

79. Karen Shanahan 
Vice President of Human Resources 
BP America 

80. Adele Zeidman Silver 
Manager ot Public Information 
The Cleveland Museum of An 

81. Wilma Smith, M A 
Anchor 
WEWS-TV 5 

82. Linda Sogg 
Judge 
Common Pleas Couil 

83. Karen Weaver Sfxro 

Presidenf 
Spero Financial Servces. Inc. 

84. Virginia K-Swemon 

Mayor 
Highland Heights 

85. Mary J. Taylor, PhD. 

Direclor 
The Cleveland Museum of Natural History 

66. Nancy Vetrone 
President 
Original Copy Centers Inc. 

87. Farah M. W«ltcr« 
Executive Direclor 
University Hospitals ot Cleveland 

88. Margaret Wong, JD. 
President 
Margaret Wong and Associates 

89. Rose Wong 
President 
Pearl ot the Orient/East and The Amethyst Grille 

90. Artha Wood. 
Clerk otCound 
City of Qeveland 

WOMEN 
TO 
WATCH 
91. Ann Bradlord 
President 
Bradford PubGc Relabons 

92.SheriH. Edison 
Owner 
United Edison, Inc 

93. Lois Goodman 
President 
Work and Family Consuftmg Group. Inc 

94. Cathy Hougan 
Executive Director 
The Arthritis Foundation. Qeveland Branch 

95. Joan Hulburl 
Owner 
Booksellers 

96. Kathy Kemp, M A , M.S. 
President 
Assimilate. Inc 

97. Susanna H. Krey 
Vice President 
St. Vincent Charity Hospital and Health Center 

98. Kay J. Montgomery 
Prosecutor 
City of Shaker Heighis 

99. JudyOpelech 
Outreach Coordmaicx 
Project Lea'r, 

100. Edna Sawtdy 
Senior Vio: Pies^en; ri Corporate Planning 
SooeTy K'.ar^c^rrv-n; Company 



QUEUES 
Lynn Wolfram 
Chemisf/Reseirch Manager 
BP America 
"My job is a fascinating mixture of highly 

technical work and 
people manage­
ment. I analyze ev­
erything fromcrude 
oil from the North 
Slope of Alaska to 
materials used for 
the nose cones of 
space shuttles. I 
strongly believe that 
women in science 

continue to need strong role models and 
mentors. True mentors always find time 
for other women—they help them to sct 
goals and take charge of their lives and 
careers, they take time to contact others 
about employment and educational op­
portunities, and they help them devise 
ways to combine their family and work 
lives." 

Kay Eaton 
Co-founder of Sacred Space with CeCe 
Miller Sacred Space stands for Spiritu­
ality Art Center: Recrcativc-Evolution-
ary-Dircclcd Space. 
"The primary focus of Sacred Space is 
spiritual enrichment 
through tho experi-^ 
once of ritual and 
creative expression; 
ntocling the needs of 
women seeking 
spiritual integrity. In 
Sacred Spaccstories 
are shared and sis­
terhood is affirmed. 
\\V<vIcU«itcw<mv>n 
thtotigh fxvtry. song, stories, clvant, art 
and dance. Sicred Space honors and lifts 
up women's experience in prayer and 
Scriptu re ajiddirectscnei^y toward build-
l\g iiiclusivily among women of diverse 
l-«<ckgrotinds,oillitrcsand faith perspec­
tives. Wonu'ii are encouraged (o value 
(1 teirown thoughts, feelings and exjvri-
coces" 

Norita Herman 
Financial Consultant 
Merrill Lynch 
"Being male or female is not important in 

the investment field; 
knowkslge of your 
product is para-

I mount. My objective 
j is to match the goals 
I and risk tolerance 
' lewis of clients with 
I the appropriate in-
j vestment alterna-
' liv.'s. Providing <•>.-
o.'D.'iit ŝ •r̂ ••ic<, is 

tionships and engendering loyalty. I am 
active in the 
community through involvement 
in the Jewish Community 
Federation, the Cleveland Clinic, 
and other organizations which gives me 
anopportunity tonetworkandtoobserve 
others I admire in a leadership capacity." 

Elizabeth K- Balraj, M.D. 
Cuyahoga County Coroner 
"I have been fortunate to have had nu­
merous individuals 
play a big role in 
shaping my life. In 
India where I re­
ceived most of my 
education, I was for­
tunate to associate 
very closely with 
women of Indianori-
gin and from vari­
ous parts of the 
world who held positions of authority-
teachers, professors, department heads, 
principals and deans of colleges. The 
majority of my mentors and role models 
were women who had accomplished and 
contributed a great deal lo their commu­
nities. These were women who excelled 
both in their family lives and in their 
careers." 

Catherine Mazancc 
Partner, Ernst and Whinncy 
"Network to get what you need by being 
active and visible,at-
tending professional 
society meetings and j 
talking to the indus­
try leaders there. 
Tag along with your 
successful associates 
and have them in­
troduce you. Tiy to 
find something you 
have in common— 
your school, neighborhood, and main-
tatneontact wilh new acquaintances. Call 
them for lunch. If you need a mentor, 
look for someone who is interested in you 
and your career, then work hard to ex­
ceed his or her expectations." 

Deborah A. Coleman 
Attorney al Law and Partner 
I lahn, Loeser and Parks 
"Our clients' problems often must be ad­
dressed by a multi-
disciplinary team. I 
find it valuable to get 
to know profession­
als from other fields 
so thai I know where 
lo lurn when Ihese 
teams arc as­
sembled. Our pro-
k-ssioii.il recruiting 
s handled by a com-

FEMMES! 

-MVS L-v to nuiinl.-iinini; good client rel:!- miUee. with input from those in Ihe off ice 
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who interview the candidates. Intelli­
gence, initiative and good "people skills" 
are key qualities in our evaluation. I also 
think that prior work experience — be­
fore or during one's schooling — is a big 
plus." 

Dr. Kathleen Fcrrone Ncal 
Superintendent of Slrongsville Schools 
"Educational administration is largely a 
man's field; I came 
up through the ranks 
as a teacher. I didn't 
have a mentor per 
se. Mostly I was 
helped by my own 
peers. My relation­
ships with them and 
my experience serv­
ing on committees 
helped me to leam' 
leadership skills. Some tips for your re­
sume: I look for someone who has had a 
wide range of experiences in educaiion 
vs. a very specialized person. I look for 
someone who has proven experience mo-
livaling people because that's the only 
way things get done. There's a great deal 
of opportunity now in the educational 
administration field." 

Yvonne Pointer 
Community Activist 
"In 1984 my oldest daughter, Gloria Evdl 
Pointer, was ab­
ducted, raped and 
brutally murdered. 
Her murder has mo­
tivated cne to right 
some wrongs in this 
wor ld . 1 knew 
within my heart that 
changes had lo be 
made towards a 
safer community. I 
began lo talk lo like-minded people and 
went to meetings where like-minded 
people were. My message and concerns 
began lo a t tract people such as Lee Fisher, 
Jeff Johnson. Stephanie Tubbs Jones and 
many community leaders. This is how 
the Midnight Basketball Program was 
started which gives 18-25 year old men 
known lo be "at risk" for potential in­
volvement in crimo a recreational outlet 
during iho hoursof 10 pm nnd 2am, when 
crimes aro most likclv lo be committed. 
Often people don't become involved be-
causo ihey f»vl !h.-:i they don't haveany-
thinj; lo conlrihuv. U each person can 
just roach cne. tlvn eventually we 'will 
transform our community." 



^^c- ̂ ^ i w ^ ^ f l ip J f e ^ 



Jojuan i . LaMor rca ia , 

founder of the Na t iona l 

A lopec ia Ne twork . 

WHERE DOES ONE FIND THE STRENGTH TO COME BACK 
FROM TRAGEDY? THESE WOMEN FACED DESPAIR AND 
FOUND THE COURAGE TO GO ON LIVING. HERE ARE 
THEIR TRIUMPHANT STORIES BY VANESSA J. GALLMAN 

ragedy is a par t of l iv ing. Its random unfairness forces us 

to question who we are, what we are doing with our lives 

and even if l ife is wor th it. 

There are no rules on how to cope with setbacks, nor could there be. 

Recovering from emotional pain is as individual as we are. Here, three women 

share how they survived diff icult times by redefining themselves, tapping into 

positive energy and committing themselves to larger purposes. Many would have 

been driven to self-destruction by what these women have faced. 

Jojuan J. LaMorreaia not iced a ba ld spot near the nape of her neck in 1977. 

With in months she had lost a l l her hair, including eyelashes and eyebrows, to an 

incurable disease cal led a lopec ia . 

Yvonne Pointer's 14-year-old daughter was abduc ted , raped and murdered on 

her way fo school. She was due to get an a w a r d for perfect attendance that day in 

1984. The murderer has not been found. 

G lo r ia St. James was addic ted to heroin for 13 years, to angel dust for five 

years and to crack for one and a half years. Her add ic t ion led to 66 arrests and an 

eight-month imprisonment in Rikers Island. 

None of these women has reached what she considers her greatest heights. 

No t one would say either her work on herself o r for others is finished. But they 

have come out of their experience emot ional ly stronger, more mentally focused 

and spiritually aware . They have come back f rom the depths of despair reborn — 

and shining a l ight for others to fo l low. In the fo l low ing pages, in their own words, 

they share their stories. [> 
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^ f e j ^ j O A N J^LAMORREAIA 
Motivational Speaker 
It took me about 30 attempts before 
I walked.out the door that first time 

For ten years I had 
those synthetic illu­

sions of hair. 

I hated bolting upstairs whenever 
someone came to the door. I hated 
walking with my head down to keep 
the wind from blowing it off, and I 
always feared rejection when I had 

. to confess to a significant other that 

' * --Ttiejlosskof.my crowning glory devastated 

I^ ISJsSfeS^^^SJ V *?* d'ProMM' with-
/drawn and, suicidal., I went from doctor to 
jd^or^trie^llvkindi ,of treatments, even sfe-
' ^ ^ ^ ^ 3 Q | ^ b ' . . i n i « e l i o i i t into my 
scdip*af;one;fime; But the only thing that grew 
was tnyhpdy:..I gained about 70 pounds. 
f'jS'o-Ifpot on my wigs^and went on with my life. But I still 
hatedFmylbaldnes*.^ a week of praying and 

.fqsting, God.healed my mind. I woke up early one morning 
te^^^Si^j a ; o i c o s o g » U i e w h a t y o u < v e 9 0,.» And 

[ne^lihad to let̂ go of the wigs. 
^ l l J ^ J l ' i d K i n ^ wear my wig. I refused to 

LaMorreaia's wig 

brush reminds her 

of those painful 

days when she 

needed "synthetic 

illusions" of hair. 

^^in^shanje^ai^ embarrassment for some-
ad?no control over/ I realiied I had been too 

Xio;ncerneJ|ab^ People stared and 
. xars'slowed; but many said, "Go on, sister!" 

i i ' ? * ^ ! ^ ^ ' n ' 0 o n in'<,9« that we 
- forget,who we are. I am more than just hair. So when I make 

, : y j j television appearances and lecture around the country, my 
^ r • ^message is about overcoming'obstacles. I talk to people 

4^2^ v ,;s s about finding the power in adversity, about turning trage-
^ ^ - ^ ^ d i e s i n t o t r i u m p h s / / 

»' - Now I like looking diHerent.(After all, losing 
JSfjC^i •fyHî - hair is not like losing an arm. There is nothing hair 

> : ' l i l j S i S ^ ^ w i l l help me do, and nbthingWhe lack of hair 

me from doing. If they had an instant cure 
Hv:<tombrr6w; I don't think I would be in line. What 

would be the point? 
LaMorreaia, 42, Is the founder of the Na-

:'<•/;•;• 
nationally and has appednd'pn about a 
tfozen,naf'ona/<IWshowM§iP^ 

For more than three years^aftenmyjdaughter's 
^ . death, I didn't feel comfortable on dates. Anyone 

^ | ^ ^ ^ l ^ b e , h e i ; nuirderer. It *till*hquntii|me: Am I 

m m m m ^ m / ^ i o o k away th. ^ my faith 
and my confidence. And there was no color any-

••• : wK^re^eveiythiiig was a drab gray. I could look 
up at the sky and not even see that it was blue or 

r i that the grass was green. . 
r":;Comirig back from tragedy means finding the 
color;; again—not: just seeing it, but learning to 
appreciate it. I've gotten to the point where there 
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is someone special, and I can close my eyes without 
thinking I'll get strangled. 

I am often criticized because my work with young 
people has received so much attention. People 
question my motives: "You don't act like a mother 
whose child has been murdered." 

But if everybody did even a little bit to help children, 
it wouldn't make what I do so special. Maybe by 
putting my amis around these young people I am 
trying to erase a sense of failure because I was not 
able to protect Gloria. It's like having a bottomless 
pit inside, and you're always trying to fill the hole. But 
you know you can never fill it. 

Some days I didn't know which way was up or 
down. But life was not going to wait for me to decide. 
I had to pick a direction, even if it was wrong. I've 
walked in darkness long enough to know that you 
can't always wait to know where you are going. 

People do themselves an injustice when they don't 
learn to value the valleys in their lives as well as the 
mountaintops. If you accept whatever you are go­

ing through at the time as where you are supposed to be, it 
gives you the freedom to learn the lessons that will ma! 
you better. 

Sometimes I still look up and expect to see Gloria. But 
don't want anyone feeling sorry for me, because there is a 
lot of light in my life. I want people to look at me and see 
they can be all right, despite tragedy. 
Pointer, 40, regional liaison to the Ohio Attorney 
General, was honored as 
the 908th Dally Point of 
Light for her work with 
youth. Among her pro/ects 
is a midnight basketball 
program designed to keep 

After Yvonne Pointer's 

daughter was brutally 

murdered, her world 

and everything in it 
1 turned gray. But now 

young people off the 
S t r e e t s . ICONTINUKDONPACKTH] 

she's slowly learning 

to trust life agnin 



GLORIA ST. JAMES 
Public-Health Educator 
This is not a fairy tale. Someone once stuck a gun in my 

- - . . ^ mouth because I took his money. Once I overdosed, and the 
: people with me robbed me and left me for dead. 
; .1 must have robbed every cab in The Bronx, and when I had 

• jobs I embezzled. I've slept on rooftops and eaten out of 
garbage cans. I abandoned my daughter for years and slept 
with men just to get money for drugs. I didn't even know what 
a shower was. I was a bum who walked on the back of my 

•/fi/'M^irtsVWe life I lived I would not wish on my own enemy. 
- : : - Crack was the worst experience. With heroin, I had limits 

•• ' ' , e r e w e r e 1 , 0 ' l m l , s - No pride 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ W ^ ^ I ^ ^ j o w - d o w n dirty. But just when you think 
" l y ^ i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ j ^ W ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ™ « o trapdoor. I fell through 

m9M 
mm* CTPftl 

4 » 
'Mm 

> . , that trapdoor when I was arrested for 
the sixty-sixth time foijisteaHngf^ree 
cans of tuna fish. I was ient to'Rikers 

saved my life, 
accepted that 

there was a higher power that loved 
me as I was. I started telling myself that I was not inade­
quate, that I could overcome bad habits. 

..-.-.tMî sm̂ emBimiitB. , „ , ,,,, . 
:and called me a Holy 

stop me when I wanted 
[was going to give up or 
I drugs or been arrested 

lialways have to fight against 
-the old me^On the streets,1 they say you are "married to the 

( n o w ! ! • wu W O T H ^ V I ^ I M I V V 

advenMM/lMrtsnc^&M^,wdi«l«dnsai<* 
or iNwaidns up wftfa a boyW.nrf, ««. obo IM a 
pewonal ehaflenge. j^.tl^ J——Myers, prafM-
•er of piyhology, 'piifA^rt ^ZZ... 

Think pecHhrely. In very difficult times, one may feel 

enhance your personal growths 

Glor ia St. James, free 

of drugs for more than 

a decade, today 

counsels others and 

has also reunited 

with her daughter. 

\ v.ah'important roleTn:^ 

k '—"̂ '̂ '''''ji':'' ''',^r''̂ "at̂ ^^Q* '̂̂ oiw'musVaiso'lcWM " 
Don^t b« afraid to « ^ f ^ M 

..< ation of Black ̂ Psychologists;for information about, > 

' ' •'• *" 'spark of hope when they see.me^h^ikes me feel useful. But 
, ;̂ î?jl!plsofremember: There but for the grace of God go I. 

. ^ U ^ M M a i r ^ M ^ ^ ^ ' i ^ N e w , York City Depart-
• ^ f m e n t of ^ a f f h ^ B u r e ^ f f S r r e c t / o n a / Health 

••:j^SeryfoM. Shejs? currently• studying for a master's 
.•::?.-Mu-'•'•'degree in business administration a t New York's 

-Hunter College. O * ^ ' 
'•*?.vif. 
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April 8-22, 1993 

By Yvonne Pointer 

1 recall playing the yaine "Mother, 
May I " as a child. The object was to 
advance forward, only with the per­
mission of the mother that stood a 
distance in front of you. It was then, 
at such a young age, that I was learn­
ing the importance of the word. 
Mother. 

My heart is extremely heavy once 
again, overthe news ofthe little baby 
that was found on the side of the road 
in Geauga County. I thought, my 
God, what kind of mother would just 
throw her child away like that'.' The 
answer became very clear afier mo­
ments of pondering, "A MOTHER, 
would never do that! According to 
the American Heritage Dictionary, 
the definition of mother is one who 
watches over, nourishes and pro­
tects. So whoever did such a horren­
dous, hideous and dreadful act was 
just a female that gave birth to a 
child, not a mother. I thought.'' How 
unappreciated mothers sometimes 
feel. So this article is dedicated to 
those of you. who have weathered 
the storms of motherhood. I applaud 
you. Those of vou who often find 
yourselves on the brink of depres­
sion and despair desperately search­
ing for the edge of the world, but 
continuing to pray for strength. I 
applaud you. who have taken on the 
responsibility, willingly of advanc­
ing your children forward. 

Mother's, may I applaud you for 
votirdedication and commitment to 

MOTHERS, MAY I 
your children when your days are 
long, your bills are due. and dinner 
must be cooked, clothes must be 
washed, homework m ust be checked 
and there is no time for a Calgon 
bath. 

Mothers may 1 applaud you be­
cause continue to mix the flour and 
sugar that transforms into the cake in 
the overworked oven. Mothers, may 
I applaud those of you who form the 
lines that lead to intelligence, while 
attending parent/teachers confer­
ences, seminars and library lectures 
all in one day, because your children's 
excellence is high on your priority 
list. Mother's may I applaud you that 
have to go it alone even when the 
scriptures clearly states that two are 
better than one, for if the one falls, 
the other shall lift him up. Mother's 
may I applaud you for adding addi­
tional bolts to the doors of tlie minds 
of your innocent ones, when the de­
mons of destruction attempted to 
enter and demolish that which you 
had hirthed. Mother's may I applaud 
you for your tenacity, your inner 
strength, youi hope and belief in a 
betterday for not only youi child, but 
for those you shelter and protect that 
passed through the canal Of another, 
teaching them that trouble does not 
last always. . . 

No. a mother would not have 
done such a thing, disgardmg her 
bahy as if he had no significance to 
this world. What do you think would 
have happened if my mother who 
hirthed ten children, watched over 

each of us, nourished us-even if it 
was sometimes pancakes for diiuier 
(smile) we still had a meal-would 
have declined the importance of ad-
vancingme further'.' Then you would 
not be reading this article. 1 espe­
cially applaud My Mother, LueElla 
Pointer and appreciate her weather­
ing the storm. So Mothers every­
where. May I say. Thank You! 

MOTHER, MAY I? 

Mother may I tell you, how I never 
told you of 

The joy you brought into my life by 
giving me your love.' 

May I also tell you, how sorry 1 am 
for the time that'I 

Was disobedient, and hard headed 
and even made you cry .' 

Mother may I tell you of my love for 
you so dear. 

And thank you for the many times 
you held me oli so near.' 

The warmth of your love would al 
ways seem to ease life's pain 

That came to me on many occasions. 
but you never once complained. 

So Mother mav I tell vou. if I never 
do. 

How very, very thankful I am that 
God sent me voti. 



Feb. 25- Mar. 10, 199.1 

EVERYDAY PEOPLE 
By Yvonne Pointer 

As we focus on the month of 
February, which is set aside to cel­
ebrate Black History. I cannot help 
but wonder just who these Black His­
tory-makers were anyway? I mean, 
were they the briehtest'.' The most 
educated'.' The strontiest? The most 
religions'.' 

These thoughts made me want to 
look furrher into the li ves of these that 
we now pav homage too. Do yon 
know what I discovered'.' They were 
"Everyday People". People like 
Fannie Lou Hammer. Mary McLeod 
Bethune, Harriet Tubman and the list 
goes on and on. They were grand­
mothers, aunts, sisters, and nieces. 
They awoke each morning to the 
sound of the clock, they labored over 
hot stoves, the washed the soiled 
clothes of children they bore. They 
attended Sunday School as children 
and were often seen on bent knee by 
those around them. They shed streams 
of tears and the sound of their laugh­
ter often resounded among tlie star 
filled skies. They were people with­
out necessities, nevertheless their 
smiles seemed to brighten the day. 
inspite of their temporal difficulties. 
They feared their oppressors and 
walked in the very shadows of death. 
Their rent was due. their hours of 
labor were long, their days seemed 

never ending an yet they kept a song. 
So just who were these histy-makers, 
and what makes us sing their songs 
of praise, while they lay asleep, free 
from the cares of this old world? 
What made them any different from 
you or 1? This also makes me won­
der. 

What does it take to make a his-
tory-maker'.' Can'tyoujusrimagine 
Mary McLeod Bethune in the cotton 
fields of South Carolina as a child 
desiring to be educated. Searching 
and longing for a school room in 
which to leam. Finally achieving 
her desire, in spite of the five mile 
distance that she had to walk daily, 
she lived her dream with each step 
that she took. The daughter of slaves 
who would later be called the educa­
tor of many. I'm told that it began 
with the baking of sweet potato pies 
and a willingness to be used by God. 

She was an everyday person who 
looked tlirough the window of life 
with visionary views and noticed 
injustices. Manv of which did not 
affect them directly, but they real­
ized that an injustice to a person 
anywhere was a injustice to people 
everywhere. People who had deter­
mined that the brain did not operate 
based on the color of the skin, but the 
ability to go beyond the obvious. 

There are history-makrs among 
us today, people that our grandchil­
dren will read about in the future. 
People who are "everyday" and not 
easily noticed with the naked eye, 
because their deeds are muffled by 
the flashing lights of those that oc­
cupy the platforms of life. Never­
theless, they are going to be re­
membered by many. 

These are the peoplePeople I 
know I will never forget. I will 
distribute their legacy among many. 
People like Dwayne Browder and 
his God-given gift to walk tlirough 
the trenches and remain unharmed 
and dedicated. People like Gil 
Walker of Chicago, Illinois who 
create a path that will be followed 
by many. People like the children 
in the Cleveland Public School Sys­
tem that will defy the odds and turn 
our world around. The list goes on 
and on. 

So as we celebrate this month 
labeled "Black History Month," just 
look around you and you will see 
the everyday people who resemble 
the history-makers. Maybe then 
you will take up your cross and 
follow them tlirough the pages of 
life that will lead to your own his­
tory-making events. 


