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Hi Laua,
Here is the mission statement regarding DV &

the Baltimore Police Department. The vehicles that we will
be using are:

99 Crown Victoria Md. Tag BC1744 Shop#9744

98 Crown Victoria Md. Tag BC1529 Shop#8885

Looking forward to meeting you today,

Sergeant John Kruszewski

AS. MYSELF, oFF ACrrer &
OFFL U A4LTDON ARE 77/ GUA-‘—/)y
Cﬁﬂ?/ﬂz_/'AA&z o 7o S -
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Viclence Against Women Grants Office ot M o1
Office of Justice Programs ' '

633 [ndizna Avenue, NW, 4th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20531

To Whom it May Copsern:

Eoclésed is the Baltimore Police Department's application for consideration fer. funding under e
Yiolenee Against Women Act.

The Baltmere Police Department is excited about jts strategic plan for dealing with domestic abuse. A
key to this plan is to develop mechanisrs that will improve the chanes for sclecting eut abusive polics
candidates during the application process. Addidonally we will increase the wderstanding of staff at ell levels
of the dvnamics of abuse through ewriculum development zad training. Kzewledge about abuse and proper
respense will also be enhimced through impraved policies, procedures, and protocols and through an enhenced
effor to eorngnumicnte these itams to all @aff through academny. in-service, roll call, Trial Board, aad Commpnd
Staff training, a5 wel| as through our interna! and externnl publie relations efforts. :

The enbanced computer technology afforded by the funding of this grant will improve our knowledge
base, our ability t¢ do smuregic planning, as well &s our communications and cooperndon wits other agencies
and jurisdictions. This in combination with the domestic violence units, the quality compliance inidatve, the
enhanced role of the Intemal Invesrigatons Unit, and having an on staff sttorney who will be dedicated 1o
internal domestic violence issues which will help us develop a state of the an police program by implementing
initiatives that wi)) achieve an internal domestic violance suategy that mirrers police investigation of civilian
domestic sbuse and will enhance collahorstive efforts with other agencies and junisdictions.

This is parr of the Balimore Police Deparmments overall strategy to teduce the level of emotional, verbzl,

and physical violence which is growing in ell segmonts of society., Where positive socie] eonstains g

individual dissipline and self-¢ontrol bezomes inoperative the last chance 1o returs o civility and telerance =

-+ for the police. in caoperation with all community justice agencies, 10 draw a line and enforce f1. We are exeiiad
abour the potential that implementation of these programs will ailow.

1f you need any additions] informatien pursuant to this submission, please concact me,

Sincerely,

Enclosure

S21 E. FaveTTe Staexr ZaLTiMoRe, MaryLanno 21202 Fmnca Coor qlcf 396.2525
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BALTIMORE POLICE DEPARTMENT

!

IMPROVING A LaW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY'S RESPONSE TO
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Mayor Kurt L. Schmoke and Police Commissioner Thomas C. Frazie- are committed to
eading viclense ageinst women, and continue developing creaiive problem-solving strategics to
address demestic violence within Baltimore City. A comprehensive domestic violence program is
¥npessible without the effective caordinrtion from within our dépmment, in conjunction with other
cmuna.l justice agencies and members of_ our cermmunities. This concept §f direct prcblcrﬁ solving
with members of the community is the caimemone of our eemmunity pelicing concept.

' THE MISSION ©F THE BALTIMORE PoLICE DEPARTMENT, IN PARTNERSMIF wWITH
THE BALTIMORE COMMUNITY, IS TO PROTECT AND PRESERVE LIFE AND PROTZCET
PROPERTY, TO UNDERSTAND AND SEAVE THE NEEDS OF THE clTr's NEIGMEORMOCOLS,
~ND TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE BY BUILDING CARACITI=S TO MAINTAIN CROES,
FRECOCGNIZE AND RESOLVE PROBLEMS, AND APPREHEND CRIMINALE IN 4 MANNER
CONSISTINT WITAH THE Law AND HEFL.ECTW' CF SHARED COMMUNITY VaLUZSS,

The long term strategy for community policing in Baltimers is to enhance polics presance
in our 266 neighborhoods end to invelye the community in a collaborative prodiem-solviny, service-
orientzd partnership te acdress crime and relatsd concemns. The Baitimors Police Depariment defines

Ommunity policing as the peiics 2nd law-akiding cizens working together to:

< ARREST CFrENDERS

< PREVENT CRIME -

< SOLVE ONDOING PROELEMS

< IMPRAVE THE DYALITY oF Lire |N THE CoMMUNITY
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Praject Abstract

This prepesal for Improving 3 Law Enforcement Aget:q's Response to Domestic Violence

cavers a number of initiatives. The fir$l, Improving $he Hirng Process by Developing 2 Scragn far
Botentially Abusive Applicants, will artempt to ida:tify #isk factars (;rniu) which ;an\be used to serezn for
potential abusers during the application process. Such “red flags™ would trigger in-depth investigations
into police officer candidates” backgrounds. Such intensive investigalions may uncever legitimate reasons

for disqualification. The second initiative, Roliev and Curdcplum Developmant and Training, wiil review

the literaturs and best police practices to enhance the Baliimere Police Departments’ ¢wrrent damestic
|

violence policy and domestic viclence curtcula for Police Recruils, In-Service, Trial Board, and

Commaend Sieff training.  Staff at all levels is net sensitive enough to dynamics of abuse or to altamarive

servicss, An enhanced cumculum and training will ensure that proper policiss: procedures, and protocals
are baing folléwed. The Quality Comoliange Initiative, will ensure quality central in the way our police
officers respond to civilian complaints of domestic abuse. The fourth initiative, The Rale of the Intema)
Investigation Divigign, will strengthen the Imen;nl Inves‘n'gn(ion unit's ability te track reported doemestic
violence complaints eceurring wiihin police families, Tha fifth inj!i:riv;, ipistrativ utiga of
Abusive Qffigers, will be to hire and mssign an anomey to adminisiratively prosecute maft‘.be:s of he
department charged with domestic abuse. The sixth initiative, Centralized Dara Base and Disider

Connectivity, will fasilitate data collection and reporting of domestic vialence information by acapling

Lotus Notes software and waining one police officer from each of the nine domestic vialence units

(currenlly funded) in use cf Giis 1o be daveloped softvare. A saventh initiative will ereate undersianging

. The implementation of these injtiatives

Wil create an iniemal domestic viclence swategy that mimrers police wnvestigation of civilian domestic abus2

and Wil enhance callaborative eficrts with other agercias and jurisdictions.
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profile of abusive police officers as well as abused spouses.
The draft curricula will be reviewed by, the police department, revised, be the basis of
training with the trainers, and then 2 fina rwisicp wil) be camipleted. Upon ﬁmi development of
thé domestie violence cumiculum, the accompanying manual of instruction (1o includa course -
components, Tésources, articles, bibliogrephies, etc.), and suggesied policy revisions the House of
Ruth will train palica depertment personnel in the Education and Training Division to ssrve as
cdomestic viglence instruetars for Satrance Lavel Training, In-Service Training, and Commend

Siaff Executive Seminzrs.
W,  Qusiicr Curnlisnge
Ore pelice sergeant will be assigned to the Quaiity Complianc= Sectior to mc;nitor.

evzivaie and jrack all dcmesti.c vivience calls for senice zitywide. Dutiss will include netwarking
witl: the personns) ::s‘.émcd te our nine district Dome:stic Vielence Units, focusing on the quality
of service cur officers provide during the investipation of domestic violance iacidents, zad the
compilation cf reiazcd dera fur storage ot a centralized loczticn. The sergexat will alse eonduc:
quality cempiiznce iuvestigations conceming possible vioiatiors of written nolice dep‘mmem
demestic vioiznce ;:'.alicé =¢ &ad precedures, and notificaticn of first-line supef'.-isc:: for correstive
m2zsures. This will include the compilasion of proceidum! viojations and the id2nificstion of the
TEIPORtibis prriies

V. TheRals of the iprerngi Jovesris ;,,nn ra;'d;:g' :

One detective police officer will de assigned to the Inrernal Investigation Division 13

investigate vielatisns of serious depanmentalpolicy 1nd procadure toncsming incidents nf

inrppregriateiy hxndled domesiic viclence cases. Additlonally. the assizned detective wil)

10

£ Brpet gl o -
LBE fosl L SRR TOTAL F.086
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ALEXANDRIA POLICE DEPARTMENT
M gsTIC VIOLENCE up,.

SERGEANT SCOTT GIBSON
2003 MILL ROAD
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314

PHONE: (703) 706-3974
FAX: (703) 838-4508

INVESTIGATOR AMY SANTIAGO
INVESTIGATOR DAVID QUINONES
INVESTIGATOR SHIRL MAMMARELLA
INVESTIGATOR SANG PAK
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT MARY HENRY
SOCIAL WORKER LAURIE MARKON

NAME: Chifd /%760/)

AGENCY: —

FROM

NAME: ,me 54_,;_4 /’a?o - 9/? Xorn o(a;_q_ﬁ_/'g_

SUBJECT:
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Police Deinective

11.7, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Effective Date: 4-15-2000 | Expiration: Remains in effect unti] revised or rescinded.

Cancellations: Police Directive 11.7 (7-1-1997).

CALEA Standards: Appear in brackets throughour the texc

Changes: Substanually rewritten: changes appear in iralics, with vertical lines in left margii.

Distribution: All personnel.

Cross-Reference: Directives 10.4, Victim/Witness Assistance: 10.17. Juvenile Procedures; and
10.18, Juvenile Victims of Crime.
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11.7.03 DEFINITIONS 2
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11.7.06 ARREST OF PRIMARY AGGRESSOR 8
11.7.07 WARRANTS 9
11.7.08 REPORTING 9
11.7.09 PHOTOGRAPHS 10
11.7.10 EMERGENCY HOUSING FOR VICTIMS 11
12713 TRANSPORTATION OF VICTIMS 11
11732 DISPOSITION OF PROPERTYTY 12
11.7.13 PROTECTIVE ORDERS 12
11.7.14 TARGET DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 16
11.7.01 O P E

It is the policy of this department 10 pursie reduction of domestic violence through employee
training. proacrive invesrigation of domesric violence incidents. enforcement of state and
federal laws, and participarion in the city's Domesric Violence Intervention Project (DVIP).

The purpose of this directive is w set forth procedures for pelice intervention in sinarions
involving domestic violence. It is the further purpose of this dircctive, in combination with

Police Directive 10.4, Victim/Witness Assistance, 1o set forth the rights of victims and
withesses, in accordance with Virginia Code §19.2-11.01. [S§5.1.1]
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The Alexandria Domestic
Violeace Intervention Project

MISSION

Al residents of Alexandrin are allecied
by domestic violence. Because domestic
vinlcace ocowss in all arcas of our
commupity, there s a aeed for a
coordingicd communwty respuose
Alexandrw's Domesuc  Violence
lotervention Project addresses anesi,
prscention, vietim adyocacy, teaiment,
cducation, and aining,

PURPOSNE

The purpose of the Domestic Vinleney
Interveacion Praject (DVIP) 45 1o
coordivate and monior the response
of the Jegal system and the community
10 domestic violence scidents i
Alexandria, Virginia. The goals of the
project are to' 1) ensure thal vikhims ase
provided with elfective protechion and
services, 2) see tha assailapts are held
accountable for iNlegal behavior, and, V)
increase comumanity awarencéss of
domestic violence.

X

|
WHAT IS DOMESTIC

VIOLENCE?

Damestic vicdence is a pattern of coercive
behavioes that may inchede, but are nol
lemited to, physica) assaunits, thacals,
mumidation, sexual manipulation and
control over cconomic resources.  This
pattern ol behavioss is used by e parly
mn a (amily or relationship w mamtain
power over another individuat in thae
family or relanzonship

2

COMMITTEES
Caommunity Education Commiitee

Members  inerease community
awaeness of domestic violence taough
presestations, a quavicrly newstewrer,
Voicer Agunse Violence, and publicizing
the issue throvgh U disiribution of
educativnal matedials throughou! the
comminaty.

A Speaker's Dureau has been formed (0
educare community groups of domes-
tie viatenoe issics.

1ealth Care Commitice
« Members work together to improve the

health care systenm'’s responsc (o
domestic violence by cstablishing
protocals and waining health care
PEACHIONCTS.

Legal Issues Coounitiee
« Members wodk o effedively prosecute

cases nf domestic vivlence, decrease
recidivism,  and  monifor  the
implementatinn of legistation.

Members work o improve the lcgal
commwaity’s response 1o domesae
violence 1o ensure that victimys of
violence have aoccess () e legal systeto.

Children's Issnes Commitice
« Memhbers are working o impgrove

scewsces for chikdren impacted by famly
violence and to prewens abuse through
training, education, and increased
COMMUMICALIM] ATHIRgE COMMITY
IHCOCICS,

: WOdd

-

MEMBERS i
Steerng Committoe
Director, Office on Women
Cornmoaweali’s Atterney
Chiel Probation Officer
Dirvector, Count Services Unir
Assistant Chief of Police

nnd-ady

XVd 27:¢2 NOK 00/2T1/90

Care Growp ..
Coordinator, Domestic Violence
Progam ‘
Coardinator, Victim - Witness I
Assistance Program”
Damestic Violence Coordinator,

“ +  Paolice Departraent
Probation Officer, Office of
Probation and Paro.e
Supervisor, Court Servives Uny
Assistant Commonweahh's Attoracy

‘ON XU

Member Agencics
Alexandria Schools
Court Services Unit’
Department of Human Serviees
Domestic Violence Program
Fire Depantment
Health Departmenl
Legal Services of Nornthern Virgimia
Office of the Commonwealth's Anoracy
Office of Housing
Office of the Magistvaie
Office of Probation and Parolc
Office of Sheriff
Office on Women
Private Citizen Members
Police Department
Social Services
Subsiance Abuse Services
Victim Wiiness Assistance Progran

8ASrerBEg.
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Fact Sheet: Violence Against Women Act1l — DRAFT

In 1994, Congress passed and the President signed landmark legislation to fight violence against women. This
legislation — the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) - has been implemented by the Department of Justice and the
Department of Health and Huxman Services. The Act esablished new criminal provisions and key grant programs that
improve the criminal justice system's response to domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking, and direct critical services
to victims. These provisions have enabled law enforcement agencies and communities across the nation to promote the
safety of countless women and hold offenders accountable. Although we have made tremendous strides in the last six
years, violence still devastates the lives of many women and children. In 8 pation where nearly one-third of women
murdered each year are killed by their intimate parmers, where violence by intimates accounts for over 20% of all violent
crime against women, where women wmrapedmdmaﬂynmuJMSOZOOOﬁmuh 1998 alone, and where
appm:dmaulymmiﬂionwommmlkeduchyw,ﬁaehmchwtkwbedonc.

Ournenaitiulncp’stopassﬂ:cViolenceAgmstWomen Act 11 (VAWA II) in this Congress. VAWA II takes
ﬁulswpsmminandmaweouuﬂ'omtowmbnviolmceagﬂmtwm Since the passage of VAWA, more than
$1.5 billicninVAWAgnmﬁmdshavempponndmcwotkofprosecmn,hw enforcement officials, the courts, victim
advocates, health care and social service profeaimﬂs.mdhuvenﬁunmdpmcnﬁoupmgxm. Programs under VAWA

administered by HHS include victim services, shelters, and hotline assistance for both domestic violence and sexual assault.

The Deparument of Justice has administered the VAWA programs which support coordinated strategies by law
enforcement, prosecution, victims services and the courts, and create centralized sexual assault and domestic violence units
in police and prosecutors' offices. Unfortunately, the suthorizations for all but one of these life-saving programs will
expire this year. Passage of VAWA TI will reanthorize these grants, ensuring that we maintzin our support of current
programs and bring these tools to new comumunities that are only pow beginning to address violence against women.
VAWA II also makes enhancements to other parts of VAWA that will strengthen our enforcement, interveation and
prevention strategies.

VAWA I Priorities
The following provisions are essential to include in violence against women legislation:

1. Reauthorize and enbance the VAWA grant programs. The VAWA grant programs have mmproved the lives of
countless victims across our nation. We must reauthorize thiese programs through fiscal year 2005 so that we can
expand the investigation and prosecution of crimes, provide even greater numbers of victims with much-necded
assistance, maintain and expand the dorestic violence hotline, shelter, and rape prevention and education
programs, and support the creative parmerships between law enforcement, victim advocates and communitics that
have proven so effective. The following enhancements will improve these programs and cnable us to target
resources where they are most needed.

* Direct critical resources toward traditionally underserved populations. Certain victims, including
thosewhomeldulyordisabled.liwinmdm.spuklitﬂeornoﬁngﬂsh.orcomeﬁumcemin
mlnndmdmﬁgimbakyom&ﬁupmmmmm&eywmlm services or
protections. Bynddthepopnhﬁwswﬂ:e“pmpom‘wcﬁonofexisﬁng grant programs, We can
rdnfemeonrnbﬂityandmueomiumn!tomingmmvicﬁms

* Support monitoring and stewardship of the shelter program. A set-aside of 1.5% of shelter funding
to extend the monitoring and stewardship activities related to emergency shelter and assistance activities
in the grants for bartered women's shelter program is essential. The additional staff resources and
technical assistance capacity are critically needed to keep pece with the rapidly expanding services sector
and allow the federal government to provide on-site technical assistance and program support 1o the
grantecs thst operate these programs in statcs, territonies, and wibal areas. This will result in enhanced
sharing of information and best practices, and improved monitoring of federal resources.

* Ensure the continuation and expansion of support for the Sbelters, National Domestic Violence
Hotline, and rape prevention and education programs. Expanding and providing services W currently
underserved populations is the key next step in the shelter program. Striving to maintain the quality
service, traiming, referrals, and real-time responses to the nationa] community by maximizing the
resources available for the Hotline is a key support to domestic violence services. Supplementing the
state run rape crisis centers and State Sexual Assault Coalitions' with rape prevention and education

[
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grants is needed, rather than having states supplant funds from otber sources.

* Set-aside 5% of DOJ grant funds for tribes. A recent Bureau of Justice Statistics study found that
rates of violen1 victimization were substantially higher among Native Americans. The rate of violent
crime experienced by Native American women is estimated to be more than twice thar experienced by
women generally. It is criical that we direct resources to tribes so that they can provide focused,
culwrally appropriate assistence to victims in their communities. .

* Allocate money for courts in the STOP Violence Against Women Formula Grant Program and
reauthorize the State Judicial Institute grants for model judicial training programs. These
measures will provide training and resources for judges and court persannel to enhance their handling of
domestic violence and sexual assault cases. Educated judges craft orders that improve victim safety and
use graduated sanctions to hold offenders accountable.

* Amend VAWA to include a re-allotment provision in the STOP Program. A re-allotment provision
would ensure thet any grant funds that are not obligated to a particular project within two years can be
reallocated to support victim services projects. This provision would meximize the resources available
for these important programs.

* Provide autharizing legislation for the Domestic Violence Victims® Civil Legal Assistance Program.
This grant program offers legal representation to victims in cases related to their safety and well-being. It
currently operates only under appropriations acts. Legislation is needed to provide a framework and
continuity for this vitally important program.

L4 Extend the authorization of the Grants to Combat Violent Crimes Against Women on Campuses
Grant Program to fiscal year 200S. This important program focuses on the safety of women at
institutions of higher education. The tragic death of a young Columbia University student in February,
2000, at the hands of her boyfriend highlights the need to develop specialized approaches to violence
against women on college campuses.

3 Strengthen the VAWA criminal provisions. VAWA and subsequent legislation authorized federal law
enforcement officials 10 investigate and prosecute interstate domestic violence, stalking, and violations of
protection orders. This sent the powerful message that violence against wornen is a crime and is treated seriously.
Based on our experience implementing these provisions, we bave identified ways to make the law even more
effective, including changes that enhance our ability to protect Native Americen victims of violence and that close
loopholes which now hamper our ability to most effectively prosecute these crimes.

3. Ensure that victims in dating relationships enjoy the protection of the federal criminsl laws and all
available grant programs. Under current law, federal law enforcerneat officials are not authorized to apprehend
and prosecute offenders who prey on victims who are in dating relationships with their abusers, and victoms
camnot receive VAWA-funded services in same jurisdictions. Data collected by the Bureau of Justice Statistcs
indicate that domestic violence occurs at the highest rates among young persons ages 16 - 24 and that more than
four in ten incidents of domestic violence involve non-married partners. We must ensure that these volnerable
victims have access to services, and we must close this dangerous loophole in federal law by specifying that the
VAWA criminal provisions cover these offenses.

4. Protect immigrant women and children from domestic violence. VAWA included important protections for
battered Dmrmigrant women that Jessened the ability of abusers to use immigration laws to coerce, control, or
intimidate them. Unfortunately, the complexities of our immigration laws have undermined these provisions.
VAWA II amendments would restore these protections. .

5. Enhance the full faith and credit provisions. VAWA requires states and territories to give full faith and credit
to protection orders issued by other jurisdictions. Two aspects of the current law need to be strengthened. First,
mmmmﬂymmwcﬁnbmﬁm&drm”admh&dmmwwmmfm
them. VAWA IT would remove this dangerous prerequisite to enforcement. Second, VAWA II would take
important steps to protect Native American women by reinforcing that tribal protection orders are enttled to full
fnithandcmditbymtcsmdthmmlmhanjuﬁsdjcﬁnntocnfurccpmwctionordcnngnmstbothlndim
and non-Indian offenders.

6. Facilitate filing and service of protection orders. Many victims of domestic violence struggle with the fees
associated with obtaining pratection orders. Financial resources should not determine victim safery or access (o
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the protections of our legal system. VAWA II would clazify that all recipients of STOP grant funds must facilitate
filing and service, without cost to the victim, in both civil and criminal cases.

y Ensure that children remain in the custody of non-abusive parents. We can take two critical steps o reduce
the impact of domestic violence on children. First, VAWAII will amend the Parental Kidnaping Prevention Act
to enhanee the ability of victims who flee abuse to obtain custody orders without returning to dangerous
jurisdictions. Second, it will establish grants for supervised visitation centers. These centers protect vicams and
their children, and minimize the danger of parental abduction, by providing secure environments for visitation and
exchange of children.
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Narional Domestic VioLeNcE HoTune |

1-800-799-5AFE (7233) . |
1-800-787-3224 (TTY FOR THE DEAF)

Fact Sheet

More than 478,366 In Almeast Four Years!

e Hotline Advocales mere than 11,000 calls per month i
e There were 142242 answered in 1999

|
478,366 call ce he Hotines incepfion is Pebiary 1996 }

(As of May 31, |
. PR }

& in Boston says ber usband hit hey last aight a4d har thres year-old soz
irnhawmmhcruwbmh'dp 3

* Hotliae Advocates have answarsd
Who by calling the

in Arizong zeeds shalter for haryelf and her children
A&MM%:M&EMW% Spamish-

B

mﬂdoﬁﬁnsdwoﬁclmoﬂhldhu' on their bebalf |
with crists intervention, {aformetion about domestic violence and referrals t Jooat seest |
uhom-.-d.yndm-.-'muwu-acm}-m the United |

help
. w:bu;:ngh. mmuwlmnmmmuummus |
otline gram collects, analyzes and disserninates data on the
Darure, scope and Wﬁobuu&wum&uby and
pohcymnhnumhcahmududmlmmmm,mb&:Fh le
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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT EVENT
June 12, 2000
Q&A

Q: What is the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA)?

A: VAWA was landmark legislation passed as part of the Administration’s Crime Bill in
1994. It established new criminal provisions and key grant programs that 1) improve the
criminal justice system’s response to violence against women, through programs such as law
enforcement training and special prosecutor units, and 2) provide direct critical services to
victims, such as shelters and legal services assistance. Through VAWA the states have received
$1.5 billion in Federal grants to combat domestic violence; $800 million has gone to law
enforcement.

Q: Why does VAWA need to be reauthorized?

A: As recent statistics have shown, violence against women has declined since 1993 and
VAWA is working. (For example, in 1998 women experienced 21% fewer violent offenses at
the hands of an intimate partner than in 1993). But much more needs to be done to protect
women and their families and to hold offenders accountable. If VAWA is not reauthorized,
critical programs may go unfunded. In addition to reauthorizing and enhancing the VAWA
grant programs, reauthorization should:

e Strengthen the VAWA criminal provisions;

e Ensure that victims in dating relationships are covered under VAWA (recent statistics show that

women between the ages of 16 and 24 experience the highest per capita rates of intimate
victimization),

e Protect immigrant women and children from domestic violence;

e Enhance the full faith and credit provisions;,

e Facilitate filing and service of protection orders; and

e Ensure that children remain in the custody of non-abusive parents.

Q: What is the legislative status of VAWA?

A: Representative Morella’s bill has been approved by the Judiciary Committee’s Crime
Subcomittee. We hope to see further action in the next few weeks.

Q: Didn’t the Supreme Court recently strike down the Violence Against Women Act?

A: No. In U.S. v. Morrison (also known as Brzonkala), the Supreme Court struck down the
civil remedy provision that allowed victims to sue their attackers for civil damages. Although
that decision is very disappointing, it did not affect the viability of VAWA’s criminal provisions
or grant programs. Indeed, it highlights the need to strengthen and enhance VAWA through
reauthorization.




Q: Is it appropriate for the First Lady to be holding this event?

A: The First Lady has been an advocate for domestic violence victims for over 30 years. In
1994 she helped push for the enactment of the original VAWA, and since then, through speeches
and columns, she has repeatedly highlighted the importance of the issue and the success of
VAWA.
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Record Type: Record

To: Erika A. Batcheller/ WHO/EOP
cc:
Subject: Press Contacts

Dear Erika:

I'm writing from DOJ VAWO in regard to the First Lady's conference on
Monday, 6/12/00, at 12:30. | spoke with you yesterday (I believe) about
how to notify the local news media of Sheriff Witt (Lexington, KY), one
of the scheduled speakers. You explained that the easiest way for you
would be if | obtained the E-mail addresses of the media contacts.
Therefore here they are:

ValeriaC@wkyt.com (local t.v.)

HeidiM@wkyt.com (local t.v.)
Ray.Holbrook@cumulusb.com (local radio station)
JLucke@herald-leader.com (local print newspaper)

Thank you so much for arranging to send the relevant information to
them. Please let me know if you need any further information. My phone
number is 305-2981.

Sincerely,

Lisa Beran
VAWO
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VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN OFFICE
U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Justice Programs

810 7th St., N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20531

(202) 307-6026
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OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF
FAYETTE COUNTY
Kathy H. Witt
SHERIFF
MEDIA ALERT

Fayette County Sheriff, Kathy Witt has been asked to repres.ent
law enforcement at a White House event scheduled for Munday,
June 12, 2000. This event is designed to call attention (> the
potential lapse in funding of the Violence Against Wom:n Act
(VAWA).

The Violence Against Women Act is designed to provide {':dzral
funding for innovative state and local programs which inprove
the education, prevention, adjudication, and d(=atwsit of

Contact: Jamie Potter, Office of the Fayette County Sheriff - 858-25:!. 1171
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Record Type: Record

To: Erika A. Batcheller/ WHO/EOP@EOP

cc:
Subject: VAWA

Erika - this is the blurb about VAWA that we included in Mrs. Clinton's briefing last week - | thought it
might be helpful to you as background.

Reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA). Two weeks ago, in U.S. v.
Morrison (also known as Brzonkala), the Supreme Court invalidated the civil remedy provision
in VAWA that allowed victims of gender-motivated violence to sue their attackers. Although
the decision does not affect other provisions of VAWA, such as the federal criminal provisions
and grants to law enforcement and battered women shelters, it has provided momentum for
efforts to reauthorize VAWA (“VAWA II”). In addition, a report recently released by the
Bureau of Justice Statistics demonstrated that domestic violence has declined since 1993 and
that VAWA programs are working. In 1998, for example, women experienced 20.3% fewer
violent offenses at the hands of an intimate partner than in 1993. In 1996, 1997, and 1998,
intimate partners committed fewer murders than in any other years since 1976. A copy of the
report is attached.

VAWA 1I is an opportunity not only to reauthorize the critical funding programs, but also to
make improvements to existing law. These include technical fixes that ensure that Native
American women are protected, as well as substantive improvements that would protect
immigrant women and children, facilitate filing and service of protection orders, improve the
enforcement of protection orders, and enhance the ability of victims fleeing from abuse with
their children to obtain custody orders without returning to the dangerous jurisdiction. The
most controversial provision in VAWA II would expand both the grant programs and criminal
provisions to cover “dating relationships.” Current law only covers couples who are or have
been married, have a child together, or who are or have lived together; amending the
definition of domestic violence to include dating relationships is important because data
suggest that domestic violence occurs at the highest rates among young persons aged 16-24,
who tend not to be married or living together and thus are not covered under VAWA.

VAWA Il is currently stalled in Congress. Rep. Connie Morella’s bill was marked up in
subcommittee but has not been scheduled for a full Committee mark-up. At the insistence of
Senator Hatch’s staff, “dating relationships™ was removed from the bill, but Rep. Morella has
vowed to try to put it back in at full Committee. In the Senate, Senator Biden is close to
reaching a compromise with Senator Hatch, but they are looking for legislative vehicles. (One
possibility is the Trafficking bill). Their compromise, however, would probably not include



the dating relationships language.

We have been working to increase the pressure for reauthorization and to signal that it is a top
Administration priority. Several weeks ago, senior Administration officials met and
strategized with women’s groups, and last week we met with members of the law enforcement
community to broaden the coalition. This weekend, the board of the International Association
of Chiefs of Police will meet and is expected to endorse VAWA 11, and the National
Conference of Mayors may do so as well at their conference.

We are planning a White House event to highlight the need for reauthorization and the
importance of the issue to you and the Vice President. In addition, DOJ and HHS will be
working VAWA Il into principals’ speeches and highlighting successful programs at the local
level when they travel.



