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MEMORANDUM

TO: HRC

FROM: Erika

RE: Weekend Today show interview
DATE: May 12, 2000

You are scheduled for a five-minute live interview Sunday morning with weekend Today show
anchor Soledad O’Brien. The interview with focus exclusively on the Million Mom March and
gun control. The show’s entire morning program will be devoted to these issues, and your
interview will lead the program at 8:00 am.

Soledad will likely ask why you're participating in the Million Mom March, what you hope it
will accomplish and what steps you believe should be taken to reduce gun violence. She may
also ask about Mothers Day and why it is an appropriate day for this event.

The interview will be done in the Map Room.

Attached you’ll find:

1) Brief talking points

2) Q & A prepared for the President’s Good Morning America town hall on gun control; and
3) Background information on your proposed gun safety legislation



MILLION MOM MARCH
MAY 14, 2000
TALKING POINTS

I can’t think of a better day than Mother’s Day to help us focus the nation’s attention on the
most precious gift any family can ask for — the safety of our children.

There are no more effective advocates for children than mothers. And I'm one mother who
will be proud to march today with thousands of others to call for changes that will make our
homes and neighborhoods safer.

Millions of mothers — and fathers — around the country are outraged by the senseless gun
tragedies that we see far too often in our schools and our communities. Today’s march will
send a clear message to Congress that parents want common sense gun safety laws.

We all have a responsibility to help end gun violence, But Congress must do its part by
passing common sense gun safety measures to keep our nation’s children, families and
communities safe.

The moms who are marching in Washington today have it right: We have to license and
register all handguns, put safety locks on them and stand up to a national gun lobby that has
resisted every prevention measure this Administration has proposed.



PRESIDENT CLINTON:
SUPPORTING MOMS AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE AND
WORKING TO ADVANCE SMART GUN TECHNOLOGY
May 12, 2000

“Every day, nearly a dozen of our children are killed by guns. Twelve families suffer a wound that never heals.
What is almost as senseless is the fact that Congress refuses to act on legislation that would prevent many of these
shootings. But this Sunday, they will not be able to ignore the fact that the voices of more than 1 million moms
across America will be demanding action.”

President Bill Clinton

May 12, 2000

oday, in North Canton, Ohio, President Clinton met with state organizers of the Million Mom March, schedule
for Mother’s Day, May 14 in Washington, D.C. and communities across the country to highlight the impact of g

iolence on American families. The President expressed his strong support for these efforts and renewed his call {o

ongress to act on long-delayed gun safety legislation. The President also announced that the Justice Department {s

warding a total of $600,000 in grants to two gun manufacturers for the research and development of smart g
technologies. A smart gun can recognize and limit its use to its proper adult owner, thereby helping to preveit
accidental shooting deaths and deter gun theft.

Mobilizing Mothers and Families Against Gun Violence. On May 14, mothers and families across the country
will join in the Million Mom March, a grassroots effort to focus the nation’s attention on the terrible price of gun
violence and to demand action to reduce the violence. The March, which is expected to draw over 150,000 mothers,
fathers, children and other gun safety supporters to the National Mall, will be the largest gun safety rally in history.
Emphasizing the fact that gunfire takes the lives of 12 childrenevery day, March participants are calling for
common- sense measures designed to keep guns out of the wrong hands and to prevent the accidental shootings that
result in the death and injury of thousands of Americans every year.

Urging Congress to Act Now to Protect America’s Children. For 10 months — despite numerous gun tragedies at
schools, workplaces, and places of worship across America— Congress has refused to move forward on common-
sense gun measures. The President again urged Congress to send him strong gun-safety legislation without delay
that will:

¢ Close the gun-show loophole;

e Mandate child-safety locks with every handgun sold;

e Ban large-capacity ammunition clips;

e Bar the most violent juveniles from possessing firearms as adults; and

e Hold adults accountable if they allow children easy access to guns.

Leading an Effort to Develop Smart Gun Technology. The President announced that the Department of Justice's
National Institute of Justice will award two grants of $300,000 each to Smith & Wesson and FN Manufacturing, Inc.
to fund additional smart gun research and development. Smart gun technologies show tremendous promise in
reducing gun violence that results when fircarms are taken intentionally or accidentally from their proper owners.
Smart guns have the ability to distinguish an authorized user from someone who is not permitted to fire the weapon.
The National Institute of Justice has supported smart gun research in response to FBI data showing that over the
past decade, 113 weapons were stolen from police officers, and 57 officers were killed with their own guns. In this
year’s budget, the President has proposed a $10 million initiative to expand the research, development and
replication of smart gun technologies, and has proposed a state-based licensing plan that requires all new handgun
purchasers to be trained in the proper handling and storage of firearms.




GUN SAFETY FORUM WITH GOOD MORNING AMERICA

Smart Guns
What can you tell us about the smart gun funding being announced today?

Today, the Justice Department is announcing that they will make grants to two gun
manufacturers for the research and development of “smart gun” technologies. The National
Institute of Justice (N1J) will provide Smith &Wesson and FN Manufacturing, Inc. $300,000
each to expand their research efforts into smart guns. Smart gun technology, when fully
developed, has the potential to limit a gun’s use to its proper adult owner — and could prevent
accidental shooting deaths of children, deter gun theft, and stop criminals from seizing and using
the guns of police officers against them. Today's grants will support the design and testing of
smart gun prototypes as well as additional research into specific technologies including
fingerprint identification and embedded microelectronics to prevent firing by unauthorized users.
[ have proposed another $10 million in my FY 01 budget to fund the expansion of smart gun
technologies.

Are you giving this award to Smith & Wesson because of the settlement agreement they
recently reached with the Administration and other cities on the gun lawsuits?

No. The National Institute of Justice, the research arm of the Justice Department, is issuing the
grants to Smith & Wesson and FN Manufacturing based on a review of their proposals by an
independent peer panel. That process was underway well before the settlement deal was struck.

NRA Challenge

Do you support the NRA’s recent $1 million initiative to raise funding for gun safety
education programs for children across America?

Without question, we must do everything that we can to protect our nation’s children from gun
violence, and increased education is an important component of that goal. However, the NRA's
approach to gun safety education is entirely too limited because it puts the burden on the child to
protect themselves from gun violence. The truth is that many of these shootings would not take
place if adults were more responsible about how they handle and store their firearms. If we are
truly serious about preventing gun violence, we should support measures to reduce children’s
deadly access to guns in the first place — like requiring child safety locks, and ensuring that all
handgun owners complete training in safe handling and storage of guns. We should also
remember that child safety is just part of our agenda of prevention. We also need to do all we
can to keep guns out of the hands of criminals — and to overcome the NRA’s opposition to
common-sense measures like closing the gun show loophole.




First Lady/Million Mom March and Handgun Registration

This week, the First Lady endorsed a proposal to require the licensing of all new handgun
owners and the registration of all new handguns -- measures that are also advocated by
the Million Mom March. These measures go a step further than your proposal, which only
includes licensing. Why haven’t you proposed registration for all new handguns?

As | have stated many times before, | believe that gun registration is a good idea. Cars and guns
are the two most deadly products in America, and it makes sense that we would require gun
owners to be registered like car owners and gun users to be licensed like drivers. | support the
efforts of the First Lady and other gun safety supporters, such as the Million Mom March, to
promote public support for this issue. However, the current Congress has allowed even more
modest gun safety measures, such as requiring background checks at gun shows or child safety
locks for every handgun sold, to languish for over ten months. I am focused on getting the
Congress to pass these measures, and then take what I believe is the best and logical next step to
strengthen our gun laws, which is licensing new handgun owners. My proposal would create a
state-based licensing system to ensure that handgun purchasers may legally possess firearms and
can safely handle and store them. This will help law enforcement efforts to keep guns out of
hands of criminals, and it can help prevent accidental shootings.

Gun Statistics

The Second Amendment Sisters, who are holding a counter march to the Million Mom
March, have accused you of misleading the public by stating that “nearly 12 children die
every day in gunfire.” They say that the vast majority of these deaths represent murders
of teenagers 15 to 19, and are mostly drug-and gang-related shootings. What is your
response?

These kinds of comments are deeply troubling because they show that far too many Americans
have come to accept the tragic level of gun violence that plagues our society and the devastating
impact it has had on our youth. The bottom line is that mothers and fathers are losing their
children — whether they are six or sixteen — in gunfire far too often in America. And, I’'m sorry
to say that many of the women here today know this all too well. Let’s not distract ourselves
from the real debate at hand: guns are far too accessible to children and young people in our
society — and it is just as tragic if this access facilitates an accidental shooting death, murder or
even suicide.



Guns and Self-Defense

Many women in America own firearms for self-protection, and believe your proposals
would impede their ability to protect themselves. Do you support an individual’s right to
own a firearm for self-defense?

Having hunted since the age of 12 and grown up in a state with a lot of sport shooting, I am
sensitive to the needs of hunters, sportsmen and other law-abiding gun owners. My gun safety
agenda is not about prohibiting lawful ownership and use of guns. It is about passing stronger
gun laws designed to keep guns out of the wrong hands and preventing the countless accidental
shootings that claim the lives of too many children every year in this nation. Stronger gun laws,
such as the Brady Act, are working to achieve this goal without restricting countless women or
other law-abiding Americans from firearms ownership in any way. Instead, the Brady Law has
kept guns out of the hands of over 500,000 felons, fugitives, stalkers and others whom people
might need to defend themselves against. In fact, about 15 percent of the people stopped by
Brady background checks are domestic abusers.

I want to build on our success by doing more to keep guns out of the wrong hands which is why
I will continue to urge Congress to pass common-sense gun safety legislation to require
background checks for firearm purchases at gun shows, and mandate child safety locks with
every handgun sold.

Stronger Gun Laws/Enforcement

You often refer to the tragic shooting at Columbine High School when making a case for
stricter gun laws. However, the gun lobby claims that numerous existing laws were broken
at the school that day, and therefore, no new gun law would have prevented the tragedy
that took place there. How do you respond to this claim?

The tragic shooting at Columbine High School shook our nation’s conscience, and left many of
us searching for answers. While we may never have all of the answers, that does not mean that
we shouldn’t do all that we can to prevent any child from losing their life in gun violence ever
again. While no single law can prevent all instances of gun violence from occurring, we know
that stronger gun laws can make a difference in preventing gun crime and accidents. The Brady
Law alone has stopped over half a million gun sales to felons, fugitives, and others who are
prohibited by law from owning guns. As a result of our efforts, stronger state gun laws and local
efforts to curb gun violence, gun crime is down 35 percent since 1993 and the homicide rate is at
its lowest point in 31 years.

But no one thinks gun violence is at an acceptable level. We could build on our
success immediately if the Congress would pass the common-sense gun legislation
that has been languishing for over ten months. We know these measures will save
lives and there is simply no excuse for sitting on our hands.



But of course, we can do more to address violence beyond passage of laws. We can do more to
enforce existing laws, which is why I have proposed a $280 million gun enforcement initiative
with more ATF agents and prosecutors to crack down on gun criminals. Responsible members
of the gun industry can do their part by working with us to make meaningful changes in the way
they do business. The media and entertainment industries can help change a culture that too
often glorifies violence. Schools and community groups can reach troubled youth before their
troubles simmer over. And most fundamentally, parents can talk to their children, teach them to
resolve their conflicts peacefully, and raise them with the right values.

What is your response to the NRA’s claims that your Administration has failed at
enforcing laws already on the books?

Well, what they don’t say is that federal firearms prosecutions are actually up 16 percent since
1992. Federal gun offenders are serving sentences that are about two years longer since | took
office. And because of our unprecedented partnership with states and localities, overall
prosecutions — federal, state, and local combined — are up 22 percent since 1992. More
importantly, gun crime is down 35 percent since | took office in 1993.  So, to say we haven’t
been enforcing the law, and that the results have been disastrous, is just plain wrong.

[ do believe that we should do all we can to enforce the law, which is why I proposed the largest
ever increase for gun enforcement — to fund 500 more ATF agents and inspectors, over 1,000
federal, State and local gun prosecutors, more resources to trace more crime guns, and to expand
ballistics testing so we can catch even more gun criminals. For all their talk about enforcement,
the gun lobby and their allies have been uncommonly silent when it comes to supporting real
resources to crack down on gun criminals. We’ve been doing the job on enforcement, and we're
putting our money where our mouth is. I hope the NRA will come around and support my
enforcement proposals.

Last month, seven gun makers and a national trade group (National Shooting
Sports Foundation) filed a lawsuit against HUD and a number of states and cities
with gun lawsuits alleging that you have been engaged in an illegal conspiracy in
restraint of trade. What is your response to their allegations?

We are disappointed that rather than follow the lead of Smith and Wesson to work with
us and numerous cities to engage in good faith discussions, this group of
manufacturers has instead decided to pursue the course of frivolous litigation.

We have been working for many months with municipalities across the country on ways
to meet one of our most basic responsibilities: protecting public safety. That is why we
pursued a comprehensive agreement with Smith and Wesson, worked with cities to
encourage responsible and safe practices by the gun industry, and continue to fight for
common-sense gun safety legislation. We are absolutely committed to working on all
fronts to keep guns out of the hands of criminals and children and reduce gun violence
in this country.




The National Shooting Sports Foundation is suing public officials across the country simply for
working together to reduce gun violence. That is absurd. If NSSF and others in the gun
industry are serious about making our communities safer, they should abandon this fruitless and
divisive effort and work with us to keep guns out of the wrong hands.

How can parents protect their children from the dangers of guns?

First of all, I think it is important for parents to remember that violent crime and gun crime have
dropped significantly all across the country. Having said that, I believe we can all do more to
help make our children safer from gun violence. | would say to parents that it is important to
talk to your children, if they’re old enough, about these recent shootings. And reassure them
that these are rare occurrences. Parents should remind children that schools are still about the
safest places in any community.

Just as importantly, for parents that have guns at home, | would urge them to keep their guns
safely stored and locked away so that their children cannot get access to them. The accidental
firearms death rate for children under age 15 in the United States is nine times higher than in 25
other industrialized nations. This is unacceptable. UCLA and RAND recently released a study
that 43 percent of all gun-owning households with children had at least one unlocked firearm.
This shows that parents need to take greater care to ensure that their children — or other children
— cannot use their guns.
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Hillary Clinton:
Fighting for Common Sense Gun Safety Legislation
‘f May 9, 2000
Todallit the Newspaper Association of America’s Annual Convention, Hillary Clinton
announced nes of common-sense gun safety measures that would help keep New York’s
families, cdmfiunities and children safe  As we approach the Million Mom March on Mother's
Day, Hillary $mounced that as Senator, she will advocate for hicensing and registration of all

new guns ¢ heir transfers, as well as a new proposal to better track guns.

Licensing pffl Registration. Hillary Clinton announced a proposal calling for the licensing and
registratio E, 1 new handguns. Under this proposal, individuals seeking to buy a handgun
should be jred to obiain a photo license from their state of residence, and to present the
license wh n purchase a handgun. And states would issue a license only if the applicant has
passed a B background check and shown proof of having passed a certified safety course
exam. In 3 z on, she proposed that every new handgun sale or transfer should be registered in
a national fegitry. Licensing and registration work together to increase the oversight and
accountabiitflof gun owners, and to reduce the likelihood of misuse. Roughly 90% of New

s come from out of state, where gun control laws are more lenient. These

Ballistic rpnntlng Hillary Clinton wil] also champion at the federal level a new proposal
to create a : istic fingerprint for all new guns. This legislation would create a national database
of the pattg “ B scratches left on a bullet that 1s unique to each gun - the fingerpnnt. This data

could be or comparison with bullets found at crime scenes, so that law enforcement could
better trac those who are involved with crimes. The computer images of those bullets and
casings woi i ]. downloaded into a national digitized computer database that state and local law
enforcemeft fhuld access. Those images would then be used by law enforcement officials
attemptingjtaf§frace the origins of guns used in crimes and they can get a running start on their
investigaugniif enabling them to catch violent criminals quicker.

These probd#ls build on Hillary Clinton’s advocacy for common sense gun safety:

Code of Cp 1 } ct. Hillary Clinton has supported the initiative by Attorney General Spitzer and
Secretary Guifino to get localities to only buy guns from those who gun manufacturers who sign
a code of gpr ; ct. This proposal uses market incentives because states and localities purchase a
quarter of §l§#ns sold to bring pressure on manufactures. Hillary also believes that all cities
should joi “' lawsuits against manufacturers to ensure their products are safer.

Require cQilff safety locks for guns: Child safety locks and other devices can reduce the
unauthonzgd B<c of handguns, by a child at play or a teen looking to commit a crime. Hillary

supports ldg " tion that requires federally-licensed firearms dealers, manufacturers, and
importers {o fovide a child safety lock or device with every gun they sell.
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Ban Junk
other chear] giifis that are less safe and are often used in cnmes.

nsible for child access to guns: Child Access Prevention (CAP) laws

fety and responsibility by holding adults responsible if they allow children easy

j firearms. According to a study published by the Journal of the American
ation, CAP laws help reduce fatal unintentional shootings by an average of 23%.
ould impose felony penalties on adults who knowingly or recklessly allow a
awful access 10 a gun that is later used to cause death or injury.

Medical A
The legisla
child to ha

Limit handgi
would crac

sales to no more than one per month: Hillary will fight for legislation that

‘ on gun trafficking by limiting handgun sales to any individual 2 maximum of
one per mo “; Gun runners should not be able to circumvent Brady background checks, and
employ "sige " purchasers” -- or persons not prohibited from purchasing firearms -- to buy guns
in bulk and{differt them to the street.

Raise the qedlbf the youth handgun ban to 21 years of age: Hillary also supports extending

the provisi f the youth handgun ban to youth between 18 and 21 years of age.
Regulating Gins: Hillary Clinton also supports legislation to empower the Consumer Product
Safety Confniffision to regulate guns. Because toy guns are more regulated than real guns, she

mmission should have the power to regulate faulty, unsafe guns.
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