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TI-IE WHITE HOUSE ENDOWMENT FUND 

FACT SHEET 

The White Houae Endowment Fund wu iDc;ocporated ill 1990 as a non-profit wholly-owned 
subsidiary of the White House Historical AssoQatioa . The purpose of The Fund is to raise a S2S 
millioG endowment to provide pennanatt support of the White House ColJectioa of fine art and 
fumisbings ud to prcscrvc the histOric ~er of the public rooms of the White House. 

A bipartisan Board of Directors is eleaed annually for one-yur terms and is responsible for the 
funchising campaign ArrangemeDts have been made for the White House HiitoriQI ~oo 
to adminiaer the cndowmcd. 

As.otNovembcr JO. 1997. total asselS oCTbc fund were W.094,.299. The c:ombincd auets of 
The Endowment Fund and tbe White House ~sitioo Trust wen $27.961,430. Riggs Nuioaal 
Bank Kn'CS IS custodian and cash manager, lutber JGaa Capital Maaagement m&Dlp-S the equity 
accounts. 111d Morga.a Swiley m1nagcs fixed income ilrYes1malls 

Pas& cxpcadiMcs made oa behalf of the White House &Dd curreat obliplioos of The Fund fer 
new projcc.ts through 1997 aJDOUDt to Sl.42S millio11. Projects bave included a majoc murbisbiag 
of the Blue Room. purchase of additional state china to SJ.lpplemeiit the invaitory of $CYenl 
msunc pmerm which have been rm1.ced tbtouala bcakagc. purdsase of a CMpCl for the East 
lloan ldd restoralioas of 1hc maible ill the room. and acquisitioo of a l 9tb-century Amcricm 
paiding. 

A raolution of'volunwy di1,1olu.t.ioa was approved by The Endowment Fund Boud of Directors 
oo October 23. l 997. The uset5 of Tho Fund wiD be tnAsfencd to the White House Historical 
M10Ciaboo ad thes1 used to cstabish a new White House EndOWJneOt Trust created by the 
Associ••iola to cany out the c:baritable purposes otTbe Endowment Fund. (Sec Histori<:al 
Penpedive for additional informatioa.) 



THE PRESERVATION Of THE WHITE HOUSE 
WSJOIUCAI, PERSPECIJYE 

Tbt ~ House has been the residence md office of all Pmidmts of the Urmd Stxcs s:iaa 
Noorember 1800. It is a uair of the Narirml Paik Systazt ada:vnisuttd by the Naioml Pam~ 
Depanmeac of the Interior. 

11x White House is the only accutm: 1"CSRIY"e in tbc W'CXld dm is regulady open tX> visitmoo by 
ia atizcni without charge. Almoa l .S miDioa of them Yisit each yar. and a recait ~ fuund 
that ll percait of all Ameriom have fflited the White House. In additioca. bctwan 35,000-10,CXX> 
p.aesu ;ve entemined ;&.D.Dually, md mother 15,000 plus are hosted at ~ cerunoaie,. 

Tbt tndiciun of «lcJicuio11 un tbe part of pmidmtial ~ to the prcsavxion of the bistotic 
umpityof me White House T.1.11 joi,i:n,d --ritJi the heroic e!foct of Oollq \.facfnao lO rescue Gill>crt 
Stmrt's poru-ail of George Wawnp,a &eforc the British burned the White Howe in the Vix of 
1112. md bas been ccminued through 11.:c-ding geacnticm. 

IA 1866, ~Job,isoo Pmersoa. dcaughrer wt host.as of Prcsidmt Andrew Jnhasnc,. ~ 
ua dae Wba Howe attic a foctoam poup of p-esidcmial ponnits Coottess had c:oovnissioned 
from the painter George P. A. Htaly a dec:3de earlier. W'ath these she aeated a GaDeq of Paaidam 
few the cntnna: ball oC the Wm .Howe. 

Mn.~ 8 . Hqes sought the assi•an~ 0£ the t.ibnrian of~ A. R. Spofford, ia 
plamuns a~ of Presidmml W'ivn fer-the E:ast Room. The pomu of Martha Wasbingtoo 
1mrbaaptbtfttcxby~the6ntofmisproi«t. 

Mn.Jama A. Garfield,~ wmt 101..ilnrim Spofford for~ md they spomcnd a major­
. ~ of the Sf.ale Rooms aJoag the popular xsdwric Imes of tbc day, £earwiq lwrocy 

tNTDe$ 

Mn. Benjamin 1-iarrison begm the a:illecu0G of bisroric Whitt Howe chin.a which bas grown intO a 
rmgnific:enr displ31 of White House able objects. She mo proposed a muter pbn for aa expmslon 
of the White H~ that included museum rooms fur an and history. How~. htt de2th 
pre-,eoted the execution of her plan. 

Mn. Tbeodon: Roosevdt ordered the~ of the l.ina>ln bed and bedroom fumirure. 
Andrew Jackson's round table.* numerous other lastorical it.ems. 

In 1925, Mn. ulvin Coolidge. inspired by the 0C'W A,neriaQ Wmg of the Mettopoliuo MllSeUln of 
An, appointed m advisorycomrnintt c-omposcd of ~who had built the Arnrrian Wmg. ~ 
the purpose of Rfurbis.bing the While House in coloaw scyic. Sile mo penomlly redeconted t-wo 
bedrooms oo the third floor in ,eproducoom of amiqucs. 



Mn. Herben Hoover, who was k.aowlcdgc-able in the fidds of architeaurc .l0d interior design, did 
not believe th.at a room 6lled with reproductions of period furniture could be considered historic. 
To democistratt her poutt. she ordcffli precise copies made of Jarrm Moaroe's Freuch fuminuc 
•hich bad been used in the Whi~ HOUJC. They included the maJrovny desk on which ~ 
Mai.roe had wrinm the Monroe Domine. Wltb this, sbt ~~Monroe Room, bm-alled the 
Tmcy Room. where according to her resnrch the fumixutt bad aaually been used. Mn. Hoonr 
was the 6nt raidmr of the Whitt HOUM to compile a cmlogue of hisaxical wlaas of the Whitt 
House. each one illustnted, descn1,ed. and docwmnted. 

Mn.~ D. Eiwahoww prased fOI' the ao:psirioa of amiques £cc the White House. She 
amap,d wah the Nacioml Society of lntaior Dcsipen to refurbub the onl Diplornxic R.eapaoo. 
R00ID ir fumj,hings of the Fcdenl pmod of the Unaed Stares. 

8cl'irrm 1800-1%0, to mpplemmt modest~ foe fumisbing,, the Coclgrcss aurhorized 
the President to ,ell wom 01' obsolete bowchold pxls and we the~ to fwmsh the White 
Haase as be saw 6t. Adcitioml funding for this purpose was ~ided bJ"tb.e Piesidml and Fint 
lady pcnomlly-and through prmte giics md loam of objecu/paiariftg'A 

In 1961, the ~ euamd kgislati04 dedariag the: fumisbiop of tbc Public Rooms to be tbc 
inalienable propeny of tb. White~ The Coclgrcss, however~ did no< provide adequate 
~ funds citbtt to fumisb oc m mairnio the Pub& Rooms. 

In funhc:n.acc of this Coopssioml policy, Mn. Joba F. Keuedy, iD 1961, initiated "~ 
~ to ~ore dx historic imegmy of the Public Rooms of the White House; to acquire a 
C.olltcrion of fine and dccmrive ~ and to esbblisb the White House H&storical ~ilQ()O,, !\S a 
piiva. independeAt. nOA•pcofu c:o,poraiioa t0 research, publish aod sell, principally to White 
Hoi. ~ books and~ educational~-marcria1s ~ •the Wbio: Howe 
md .its b&stocy and the penoas and evaiu a.ssociad ~ iL • Progµm suppoct wu to be provided 
by Aaodarion ~ dooatioos aad available appropriacions. 

In pursuing these objea:ives, Mrs. Jecmiedywas assisted by an wormal nae Am Adviso,y 
C'.ommilue, mrmbas of which were selected by bu. The Cocnminee advised wm respect to the 
hiSIODC iAtegrity of-'-•~-.:- plans.for the Public Rooms and tbe antbcoticiry and des&rabi1iiy of 
tbeacquisitioo of iodi~~ and objects for the c:olkaion. Members abo umud bu in 
solic:iring private funds to support the prognm. 

The White House Historial Associmoo, dwtered as a non-profit coq,ornion by the Distria of 
<:olumbia in 1961, was :approved as -a coopeniing associacioo of the Nmoml P~ Suvice and by 
thclmamlRl"7muc Service as a ax~ 501(c}(3) orgaoizarioo To insure the legality and 
appropriateness of private C01ltributioa.5, all doaaciom were directed either to the AssociaDOA or to 
tbe Naaoaal Park~ wbicJ. admioisten the While House an.d holds tide to all 'White HOl1se 
fumishings in the mme of me United Smu. 

Mn. Lyndon 8. JohnSOll imtitutiomliml the program imtian:d by Mrs. Kennedy by persuading 
Pmidem Johruoo in 1964 co crtaU. by :Eucutivt Order, w Comm.in~ for the ~ of the 
White House, to which was uanshmd the mpo.asibilitics of Mn. K.enmdy's infonml rmc Am 
Advisoly ~ 
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Mn.~ M Ni.wn, emcring tlus ~sriog fnmework, embarked on m ~qui.suion prognm o( 
Americaa .an and m~ dm enhanced mt Whire Howe historically beyond wfut it bad ever bcc:n. 
Beal&Sr of her ~fforn, the White House poue,ses one of tlw most significant colleaioa.s of 
AmerKana in the world.. 

Domti<m.s and me Assocurioa's Off profits from opcr~ continued to be the priaapal support 
for the restoRd White Howe. 

8y 1979, earnings of the Anociarloa fdl f3r s.boct of the rmnles ~ appropnaiioos were limiu:d 
and uacatwl; ~ donmoos bi1ed co bndge the Goancial pp. 

To cncou.rage ~ndeci prmtt support for the White House, upon the ~ of former 
Ouc£ Usher Rex Scouten. Mn. Canu iairiated ua ac:tive. org:aniud public effort to fund m 
iDdq,cndcm cndawincnt of S2.S,OOO,OOO. Tbe W1m l-lou$c Prcsen-moo Fund. a corponrion 
scpntefr'OGltbeAssocwioa.undenooktbeta.skml979. llliasoperarioo. TbePmemciooFuod 
Spall bod:a iDcomc and c-apal for White House support. 

IA 1'90, Mn. Bu.sh~ th:at die fund.raisins effort be reorg;aamd wirh direct involwm by 
the .Anociaooo, rcsmaiDg eq,cndirurcs to mcome from Wff:StJ.laNES at a le-m to aantaia tbt 
~ power of the cndawmmt. 

The Presavmon Fund was dissolved. its rnmioiag usm wue tnnsfured to the Associ2rioo. and 
1ba White Howe Endowment Fund wa chaiurcd as a wholly owacd subsidwyo( the White 
Ho.ase Histoncal As:soci.lQU All dooatioos wen adckd to the apita1 of Thr E~iu:« Fund. 
lrbieo¥er. donations could oot be resuiacd oc exmarbd. 

The daire of pros~ve dooon to~ gifts for .icquisition of specific objects for the 
u,lleaioa pcrsmed. Mrs. Oinroa,, m 1996. ~ the Association to exrmd tbe ~xii of The 
E,.dowmeut Fund to ace<>mmodHC these donors. 

~ of her inirimve. the Association undertook a wide-ranpag rniew of its policies for Whitt 
House~ RSU!ting in rwo dramanc ~ in policy approved by the Board of Directors of 
the Association~ its regular meeting 011 October 23, 1996, to wit: 

1. C-mited the WHITE HOUSE A~mON lRUST. au;m,enring The Endowmt 
Fund, to be openud a.s .t re"YOlving fund to attC\rnrnod2te gifts eanmrked solely £or the 
acquisition of obj«u for the CoDeaioa; .ad. 

2. Guarmteed (a) to replmish capital expended by the Acquisirion Trust. and (b) to fund the 
shortfall between The &dowmait Fund's annual Spending Target a.od the annwl budget 
for maiDtl'IW>re/rdurbubmmt of the Public Rooms, ooasistiog of the Lbnty. Vermcil 
Room, 0nm Room, Diplomatic~ Room, East Room. Green Room. Blue Room, 
~~State Dining Room, Crosw1l and Entrance Lobby. 

3 



MEMORANl>UM -

TO: MARSHA BERRY 
CAPRICIA MARSHALL 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

August 12, 1998 

FROM: BETTY C. MO~~ 

SUBJECT: State Dining Room renovation 

I understand that the September 9th event has been postponed. 

However, I am enclosing information on the project and a history 
of the room in the event that any information is released when 
the r oom re-opens after Labor Day. 



STATE DI NING ROOM RENOVATION AND REFURBISHING 

The State Dining Room of the White House has been renovated and 
refurbished at t he r ecommendation of the Committee for the 
Preservation of t he White House. Th e refurbi shing reflects the 
spirit of the 1902 renovation of the room b y t he architectural 
firm McKim, Meade & White undertaken during the President 
Theodore Roosevelt a dministratioa while t aking into consideration 
the current uses of the room at the end of the 20th century. The 
State Dining Room i s the most intact architectural space 
remaining in the White House from 1902 and many of the 1902 
furnishings are s till in the room. 

First Lady Hillary Rod.ham Clinton serves a s honorary chair of the 
Committee for the Preservation of the White House and was 
involved in the project, working with historians, curators and 
designers. The room h a s been painted and n ew d raperies and chair 
coverings installed. A major component of the project was the 
preservation and con servation of the 1902 f u rnishings. 

The State Dining Room had not been painted since 1985; the 
draperies and upholsteries installed 1981 we re sun-damaged and 
worn and the carpets, made in 1974 and 1975, were worn out. Over 
1.2 million visitor s view the room and over 50,000 guests are 
entertained there each year. 

The following change s have been made: 

The oak paneling in the room, the most intact architectural 
feature remaining i n the White House from 1902, was preserved a.nd 
re- installed during the Truman renovation of 1952 when the 
paneling was painted light green. It was painted again in 1961, 
1970, 1981 and in 1985 when it r eceived a .number glaze. The 
committee decided to keep the walls painted rather that attempt 
to remove the paint and restore the walls to the original oak 
finish. At the committee's suggestion, the walls have been 
painted a stone color in keeping with the Georgian style 
woodwork. Paneling was often painted at the turn of the last 
century. The architectural elements of the frieze and the 
pilasters have been accented in white . 

New draperies have been bung at the five windows. The valances 
were redesigned to complement the architecture of the friez e. 
The multi-colored flor al silk brocade has flowers, baskets and 
ribbons on an off - wh ite field. It wa s specially reproduced by 
Schumacher for t h e White House from a documented fabric of 1901 . 
The design was based on 18th century sources popular during the 
Colonial Revival of the early 20th century. The gold, blue and 
red floral custom colors are those of the state services used in 
the room. 



------

The three eagle pedestal console tables, designed by Stanford 
White and made by the A.H. Davenport Company of Boston in 1902, 
have been conserved and returned to their original mahogany 
appearance. They had been painted and gilded in 1961. 

The 1902 silverplate chandelier and wall sconces, by the New York 
firm of Edward F. Caldwell, were gilded in 1961. They have been 
cleaned, conserved- and re-wired. Their gilded appearanc e is now 
more compatible with the other gilded objects in the r o om. 

The Queen Anne style mahogany chairs , made in 1902 and 1952, have 
been conserved and re-upholstered in a gold cotton and wool 
Scalamandre fabric with an oak leaf design . 

A new carpet incorporating elements from the 1902 ceiling design 
has been designed and will be installed in the room early in 
1999 . A temporary carpet with a leaf and rosette pattern has 
been placed on the floor. 

Returned to the room are the portrait of President Abraham 
Lincoln by George P.A. Healy, the gilded bronze plateau and 
baskets ordered from France by President James Monroe in 1817 , 
an English 18th century gilded pier mirror, a mahogany dining 
room table made for the room in 1998, and nineteenth century 
gilded candelabra and other decorative obj ects from the White 
House collection. 

The White House Endowment Trust, created by the White House 
Historical Association to support the public state rooms, funded 
the project . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H INGTON 

THE STATE DINING ROOM 

In James Hoban's 1792 design for the President's House,· =­
the west end of the State Floor consisted of two rooms of equal 
size flanking the principal staircase to the Second Floor. 
The first t wo occupants of the house, Presidents John Adams 
(1800-1801) and Thomas Jefferson (1801-1809), used the northwest 
room (now the Family Dining Room) as a dining room. Adams used 
the southwest room (the southern t wo-thirds o f the current State 
Dining Room) as a "Levee Room " , while Thomas Jefferson used it 
has his office and cabinet room. It was there that Jefferson and 
Meri wether Lewis planned the Lewis & Clark Expedition in 1802. 

The southwest room was first used as the principal dining 
room by the Madisons (1809-1814). There hung the full-length 
portrait of George Washington by Gilbert Stuart which Dolley 
Madison removed before the British arrived and burned the 
building in 1814 . In 1819, after the post-fire reconstruction, 
the Monroes installed two new Italian whi te marble mantelpieces 
in the southwest room; these were moved to the Green and Red 
Rooms in 1902. 

By 1825, the two western r ooms were no longer equal in size 
because the Madisons had partitioned off the western side of the 
northwest room. The southwest room became the "Large Dining 
Room", the northwest the "Small Dining Room". The small 
northwest cor ner space became a pantry, as it is today. Even as 
the "Large Dining Room", the southwest room seated only 35-40 
guests at a rectangular dining table. Later the number was 
increased to 50~65 by adding tables at the ends to create an 
I-shaped arrangement. 

In 1880, access was provided from the State Dining Room into 
the array of greenhouses which had been erected to the west of 
t he building since 1857 . Until 1902, when t hey were demolished, 
these greenhouses served as a private retreat for the first 
families and their guests. 

Besides formal dinners for government officials, the 
diplomatic corps, and other important visitors, the 1886 wedding 
dinner for Pr esident Grover Cleveland, the only president married 
in the White House, was held in this room. By 1902, however , 
many large dinners were being staged in the Cross Hall or East 
Room. 
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In 1902, the State Dining Room was enlarged and completely 
redesigned by McKim, Mead & White during the Theodore Roosevelt 
renovation. The staircase, rendered less necessary by the 
installation of an elevator in 1881, was removed, and the room 
was expanded into that space. The removal of a load-bearing wall 
and the suspension of the ceiling from the timbers above 
contributed to the structural problems which later prompted the 
Truman Renovation, 1948-1952. - -

The 1819 mantels were replaced by a single larger fireplace 
on the west wall. The walls of English oak paneling were 
bordered with wild animal heads. Three mahogany eagle-pedestal 
side tables, Queen Anne style chairs, and silver-plated lighting 
fixtures were installed and remain in use today. For large 
dinners, the smaller table used for most meals by the Theodore 
Roosevelt family was replaced by a broad horseshoe-shaped pine 
table which could seat 104 and was used during many subsequent 
administrations. 

The walls, first painted in 1952, were repainted in 1961, 
at which time the eagle tables were painted and gilded and the 
lighting fixtures gilded to create a white and gold color scheme. 
The 1902 mantel, removed during the Truman Renovation, was 
reproduced on a somewhat smaller scale in white marble. A long 
U-shaped table (seating 90) or E- shaped table (120) for formal 
dining was replaced for most events by more intimate circular 
tables which optimize the space (140 ). 

I n 1998, the room was refurbished with stone-colored walls, 
floral draperies, and gold chair upholstery. The side tables 
were restored to their original 1902 mahogany appearance. The 
chandelier and sconces were conserved to better show the 
brilliance of their 1961 gilding. 

Office of the Curator 
September 1998 



WHITE HOUSE ANNOUNCES RESTORATIONS 

As have most o f their predecessors in the White House, 
President and Mrs. Clinton have undertaken several interior 
refurbishings and restorations to ensure the upkeep of the 
Executive Mansion as a living museum that has been the home and 
office of every President since John Adams . No public funds were 
spent on the work . 

The recentl y completed work is part of the routine 
maintenance and restoration of the White House and concludes the 
initial phase of a broader restoration project to include 
additional repair s and maintenance. According to White House 
Curator Rex Scouten , significant restorations are necessary about 
every 10 years due to the heavy volume of tourists and guests who 
visit the White House each week . 

In addition to the routine maintenance and restoration , some 
changes reflect t he l ifestyle of the occupant family, such as 
converting t he butler's pantr y into an everyday kitchen for 
family meal s , the President' s work habits ( installing bookcases 
in the Treaty Room) , and t he t aste and character of the 
President ' s princi pal work place , the Oval Office, which now has 
new drapes and car pet. 

The restoration featured the re-upholstering or recovering 
of 73 pieces of furniture and furnishings, the conservation of 23 
pieces of furniture already in the White House collection and the 
retrieval of 52 pieces of furniture and 22 historic and 
decorative pieces from storage for use within the house. Two 
floors were repaired and re-covered . Twenty-eight windows 
received new curtains . Nineteen carpets and underlays worn and 
needing attention were replaced . Eleven chandeliers were 
conserved. 

The President and Mrs. Clinton are already involved in 
making needed refurbishments in the state rooms of the White 
House. The Committee for the Preservation of the White House met 
earlier this month to discuss the restoration projects in the 
Blue Room and East Room . The President recently appointed 
Kinshasha Holman Conwill , Director , Studio Museum in Harlem; J . 
Thomas Savage , Jr . , Curator, Historic Charleston Foundation; Dick 
Moe, President, Nati onal Trust for Historic Preservation ; Leonore 
Annenberg and Kaki Hockersmith of Hockersmith Interiors to the 
Committee for Preservation of the White House. The Presi dent re­
appointed the fol lowing members of the Committee for Preservati on 
of the White House : Lesl ie Greene Bowman, Curator, Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art; Wendy Cooper, curator of Decorative Arts , 
Baltimore Museum o f Ar t ; Jonathan Fairbanks, Katherine Lane Weems 
Curator of Decorative Arts and Sculpture, Museum of Fi ne Arts ; 
Richard Nylander, curator of Collections, Society for the 
Preservation of New Engl and Antiquities; John Wilmerdi ng, 
Christopher Binyon Sarof im '86 Professor in American Art, 
Princeton University; Mark Hampton; William Kloss and Charles w. 



Engelhard, Jr . (A complete list of the members of the Committee 
for t he Preservation of the White House is attached . ) 

Included in the restoration were portions of the family 
quarters and rooms widel y used for private work, meetings, 
official functions , and entertaining - - the Oval Office , Treaty 
Room , West Sitting Room, and Lincoln Sitting Room. The most 
extensive changes were made to enhance the special character of 
the oval Office a nd the Treaty Room - - the President ' s two 
offices and to expand their use as public and private work 
areas. 

o New gold draperies were installed in the Oval Office 
after President Clinton ' s inauguration in January. 
Further improvements included restyling and recovering 
the office's two sofas , reupholstering two high-back 
armchairs, recovering several cane-back armchairs, and 
installing a new oval carpet with 13 colors that was 
woven specially for the room . The carpet, with its 
deep blue field , features the Presidential Seal 
encircled by fifty white stars and framed by a gilt 
double rope. 

Over the years, the Treaty Room, now a Presidential office 
located in the residence, has served as a Cabinet Room, sitting 
room, Presidential reception room, and private study . It has 
also been the site of important treaty signings, such as the 
Peace Protocol mar king the end of the Spanish- American War in 
1898 and the Treaty for a Partial Nuclear Test Ban signed by 
President Kennedy. Aware of the room ' s r ich past , President 
Clinton was committed to restoring its 19th century character 
while also maintaining it as a working office and meeting area 
for visiting dignitaries. The table in the Treaty Room , now 
serving as the President ' s desk, was used this fall by the 
signators of the Israeli-Palestinian Agreement . 

o The refurbishing of the Treaty Room was accomplished 
with the addition of stained walnut woodwork, inlaid 
walnut bookcases , new wallpaper , new upholstery and 
draperies, and a repainted ceiling medallion . 

In the family quarters of the residence, most of the 
restoration consisted of necessary maintenance, repainting, 
carpeting, and upholstering. 

o A butler ' s pantry was converted into an everyday 
kitchen now used for family meals . A large wood island 
was removed and replaced with an expandable breakfas t 
table and chairs. 
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o The carpet on the second floor, worn from constant 
use, was replaced and moved to the third floor hallway. 

o The third-floor solarium, where the First Family 
entertains and convenes meetings, received new drapes, 
upholstery and wallpaper. Similar improvements were 
made to the second floor master bedroom and family 
room. 

The recent improvements, totalling $396,429.46, were 
financed by private donations of money to the White House 
Historical Association, including a donation from surplus funds 
of the Presidential Inaugural Committee as well as donations of 
goods and services to the National Park Service . (The Inaugural 
Committee also contributed funds to the Vice President's 
Residence Foundation.) The Clintons chose not to use the $50,000 
appropriated by Congress for White House restorations. 

Among the donations to the National Park Service was $74,607 
contributed by the Clinton/Gore Transition Foundation in payments 
to Kaki Hockersmith of Little Rock, Arkansas, for her services as 
the design consultant for the White House restoration project. 
(The Transition Foundation is privately funded.) Ms. Hockersmith 
devoted a significant amount of personal time to the project, 
essentially closing her small business and dedicating nearly an 
entire year to the White House refurbishment. Ms. Hockersmith 
also donated draperies of her design which now hang in the 
Lincoln Sitting Room. (Lists of those who contributed to the 
White House Historical Association and the National Park Service 
are attached. A list of members of the White House Historical 
Association is also attached.) 

In late November 1992, Ms. Hockersmith, president of Kaki 
Hockersmith Interiors, began working with the White House curator 
and usher's offices to review the condition of the residence and 
offices used by the President to determine a priority list for 
refurbishments. She oversaw the gathering and placement of 
historic objects to be displayed throughout the residence and 
offices of the White House -- a priority for the Clintons. 

Ms. Hockersmith surveyed storage facilities inside the White 
House and the main storage warehouse in Maryland for paintings, 
furniture that could be used after refurbishment, and other 
suitable furnishings. To minimize costs , nearly all of the 
furniture used for the restoration came from Executive Reside nce 
storage. 

Most of the draperies and upholstering were done by Nelson 
Beck, a Washington, o.c. firm recommended by the White House 
curator and usher's offices and widely acclaimed for its quality 
workmanship and attention to historical detail. 
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Nelson Beck has assisted in a number of earlier projects at 
the White House , including upholstering the walls of the Green 
Room, upholstering the Bellange chairs in the Blue Room, and 
providing slipcovers and upholstery for the Bushes and the 
Reagans. 

Other work done by Nelson Beck includes drapery treatments 
and upholstery for the Vice President's house during Nelson 
Rockefeller ' s term, the draperies and window treatments in the 
restored period offices at the Treasury Department, as well as 
work for the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the 
National Portrait Gallery, the Renwick Gallery, the Museum of 
Modern Art, the Corcoran Gallery, the DAR Museum and the U.S. 
Capitol. 

"We are grateful to the many Americans whose generous 
contributions have helped preserve the White House as a proud 
piece of American history and an ongoing national treasure," the 
President and Mrs . Clinton said . 

### 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE WHITE HOUSE RENOVATIONS 

Kaki Hockersmith 

Q: What was Kaki Hockersmith's r ate or the basis on which she was 
paid? 

A: She was paid by t he hour at an hour l y wage of $100 . She also 
donated the draper ies t hat were hung in t he Lincoln sitting Room. 

Q: Is $100 her usual rate in Little Rock? 

A: I don ' t know what she charges in Little Rock but this is an 
appropriate and r easonabl e rate f or t he Washington , DC area . (We 
checked around with DC decorators) . 

Q: I have checked with her store i n Little Rock and I'm told 
their regular rate is $40-$50 an hour . Why was she paid more 
than her going rate? 

A: Because the White House is a museum and an historic building. 

Q: Have other decorators been paid in the past? If so, how much? 

A: I really don ' t know . There are no records of other decorators 
having been paid by the hour . However it is possible that other 
designers may have chosen to receive the standard commission for 
purchasing fabric and other items . Kaki did not receive any 
commissions . 

Q: How was Kaki paid? 

A: By the Transition Foundat ion . 

Q: Why did the Transition rather than the WHHA pay Ms. 
Hockersmith? 

A: When she began her work in November 1992 , the Transition 
Foundation felt t he renovations of t he Whit e House were an 
appropriate part of i t s mi ssi on ... and there was no thought 
given to starting t o raise money for the WHHA . 

Specific Costs 

Q: What was the total cost of the Oval Office renovation? What 
is the breakdown of costs for each room r enovated? What exactly 
was done in each room t hat was renovat ed? 

A: There are both donated items and costed items in each room. 
Because we do not know what the cost of each donated items is, we 
decided not to do estimates for each room because it would be 
impossible to come up with accurate estimates . 

Q: What is the cost of each room minus the donated items? 

- ---- --- - - - - -



A: Traditionally , a room by room breakdown has not been done in 
the past, and since the restoration was funded by private money , 
we don't see the need to do such a breakdown. 

Q: How can the $396,429 be an accurate figure if you cannot 
account for the price of the donated items? 

A: The $396,429 is an accurate account of the bills received and 
what we paid. 

Q: Does this figure include labor done by the National Park 
service? 

A: No. Labor provided by the National Park Service, costing 
$28,087, has been reimbursed. 

Q: I'm still confused as to why you cannot tell us the costs of 
specific items, particularly the cost of the rug in the Oval 
Office which is referenced in some detail? 

A: We don't know the value of the rug or the other donated items. 
The donations are made directly to the National Park Service. 
The Park Service does not ask the value; it only acknowledges the 
receipts. 

Q: Who decides the value of the deduction of the donation? 

A: This is something we don't know anything about. That's a 
matter between the donor and the IRS. 

Vince Foster 

Q: There is a reference in Vince Foster 's note to the Usher ' s 
Office not dealing fairly with Ms. Hockersmith and Mrs. 
Clinton . .. . Do you have any further information as to what this is 
all about? 

A: No. (You may recall that on August 10, 1993, Deputy Attorney 
General Phil Heyman said that the preliminary inquiry into this 
matter showed that there was nothing there.) 

Q: My understanding is that the inquiry at that time was not 
complete. Do you know if it has been completed? 

A: We understand that the Public Integrity Section is wrapping up 
its investigation on this matter but we don't have any 
information about exactly when it will be completed. You should 
contact the Justice Department. 

Presidential Inaugural committee 

Q: How much money did the PIC give to the WHHA? 



A: PIC made a contribution to the WHHA of $300,000. The same 
amount was given to the Vice President ' s Residence Foundation. 

Q: Why did you not request the full amount of the cost of the 
restoration from the PIC? 

A: At the time the request was made to the PIC, what we requested 
was based on a very early estimate. Our intention was always to 
wor k with t he WHHA to raise additional funds. 

Q: When did the PIC give the money to the WHHA? 

A: Early spring 1993 . 

Q: Isn 't i t a l ittle strange that the PIC made these 
contributi ons to the White House and the Vice President's House 
when it hasn ' t paid all of its bills? 

A: It is my understanding that PIC has paid all of its bills. 

Q: How about GSA? 

A: I believe that bil l has been paid . 

Q: Will PIC be making additional contributions to the White 
House or t he Vice President ' s House? 

A: I don't know. 

Q: How much money does t he PIC h ave? Wil l it be issuing a report 
of i t s i ncome a nd expense? 

A: I 'll have t o refer you to Deborah Ashford at the PIC. 

Q: Who runs PIC and who i s on the board? 

A: I 'll have to refer you t o Deborah Ashford at the PIC. 

contributors to t he WHHA and the National Park Service 

Q: Are there other large contributors to the restoration other 
than the PIC? 

A: The l ist s of contributors to the WHHA and the National Park 
Service are attached. 

Q: Have you put any limitations on contributions for this 
project? 

A: No. 

Q: Are you accepting contributions from corporations and labor 
unions? 



A: Yes. In our fundraising for the WHHA , we are not adopting a 
policy of excluding any gift but everything will be disclosed . 

Q: The list of contributors to the National Park Service does not 
show what they contributed nor the value of the contributions . 
What are the values? 

A: Beyond t he fee that was paid to Ms . Hocke rsmith , we do not 
know the value of the specific items that were contributed. The 
Park Service acknowledges such contributions but does not set a 
value on them . 

Q: Who is raising the money that is being contributed to the 
WHHA? 

A: A variety of people have assisted in fundraising. 

Q: Will you give us the names of the people who did the 
fundraising? 

A: We have no plans to do this , This is private fundraising and 
a lot of i t is done by word of mouth . 

Q: Are contributions to the WHHA and the Park Service deductible 
for income tax purposes? 

A: My understanding is that the contributions are deductible. 

Q: If that is the case , when a person who contributes as specific 
item, say a rug, he must put some value on it in order to claim a 
deduction, is that correct? 

Q: I assume that is correct . 

A: How will he or she establish that value? 

Q: I believe the IRS has rules about what you have to do to place 
a value on a donated item but I am not familiar with the rules . 

Federal Procurement Procedures 

Q: Should the r e novation work have been s ubject to federal 
procurement laws requiring competitive bidding? 

A: No. The renovations of the Executive Residence involve 
purchases by a private entity , so any proc urement laws or 
competitive bidding requirements do not apply. 

Q: But wasn't this a White House project? 

A: While the First Family determines what renovations are 
desirable , it is the White House Historical Association that 
determines independently whether or not its funds will pay for 
the improvements. The WHHA is never under an obligation to fund 



any particular renovation work unless it independentl y approves 
thi s payment. 

Q: Should competitive bidding requirements apply to work in the 
White House? 

A: We are aware of no competitive bidding that has ever been used 
in connection with the White House renovation work . The 
competitive bidding requirements simply do not apply to work 
funded by private organizations such as the WHHA . Mor eover , we 
are aware of no instance where suc h a requirement was applied 
when Congressionally appropriated funds were used to support 
renovation work. 

Q: Would the competitive bidding rules apply of you were to use 
Congressionally appropriated funds to help pay for the 
renovations? 

A: No . As I have said, were are also aware of no prior instance 
where the proc urement laws we re so applied . In any event, this 
question really has no bearing here since no public funds are 
being used to pay for the renovations . 



TO: 

COPIES: 

FROM: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

August 27, 1993 

Karen Finney, Deputy Press Secretary to the First Lady 

Kim Tilley, Associate Director of Communications Research 
Amy Nemko, Office of Communications Research 

Mark Bemkopf, Office of Communications Research 

Press Coverage of White House Redecorating by Fi rst Ladies 
Since Jacqueline Kennedy 

There was some public criticism of Mrs. Kennedy's choice of French antique furniture (rather 
than American) for the State Rooms, though Jefferson and Monroe also decorated the State 
Rooms with French furniture. Mrs. Kennedy waged a skilled campaign for her White House 
redecoration I and fine-arts efforts among powerful Senators and Congressman, potential donors 
of paintings and furniture, and the press1. She courted Life magazine, which devoted a full­
color spread to the White House "restoration." 

The Nixons oversaw a further redecoration, which included the largest program of antiques 
acquisition in the history of the White House. The intention of the redecoration was to render 
the White House state rooms as they might have appeared before 1840. Whereas Mrs. 
Kennedy's restoration of the State Rooms emphasized the display individual pieces of furniture, 
the Nixon redecoration emphasized the ensemble. Like the Mrs. Kennedy, the Nixons also relied 
on private financial contributions. Clement Conger, a Republican and Rex Scouten's 
predecessor as White House Curator, made some tactless criticisms of Mrs. Kennedy's 
redecoration. This helped fuel press reports. not altogether accurate, that the Nixons were 
reversing Mrs. Kennedy's work. 

'Mrs. Kennedy preferred the term "restoration" to "redecoration." 

2Mrs. Kennedy sought extensive decorating and preservation advice from professionals. 
It was Mrs. Kennedy who suggested the appointment of a White House Curator. She 
believed that the White House should be treated as a prized national museum. 
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The Fords switched the focus of acquisition from furniture to paintings; this policy was continued 
by the Carters. The Carters did not engage in any redecorating work. 

Nancy Reagan's intentjons for the redecoration of the White House were publicized shortly after 
her husband's election. Her choice to decorate the Residence, Beverly llills decorator Ted 
Graber, received a fair amount of publicity during the interregnum. (Graber had redecorated the 
American Embassy in London when multi-millionaire publisher Walter Annenberg was U.S. 
Ambassador to the Court of St. James.) Mrs. Reagan received negative publ icity for her hints 
to the Carters that they should vacate the Executive Mansion before January 20 in order to give 
time to the Reagans to redecorate their new home; fourteen years earlier, she had expressed 
similar wishes to Governor and Mrs. Pat Brown of California 

Upon taking office on January 20, President Reagan ordered department and agency heads to 
forego redecoration of their offices, but no such restriction applied to the First Family's residence. 
The Reagans declined the $50,000 allotment for redecoration of personal quarters provided by 
Congress in favor of fund- raising among friends and acquaintances. An initial fund-raising goal 
of $200,000 was exceeded by 88 percent. In the end, if funds for new White House china are 
counted in, the Reagans raised about one million dollars. Whereas redecoration of the living 
q11a,1ers had been piecemeal since Truman's day, under the Reagans the living-quarters renovation 
was comprehensive. 

P ress coverage of Nancy Reagan's redecorating program was largely negative. The Nation was 
in recession, and Mrs. Reagan's lavish tastes in decorating, clothing and entertaining seemed 
insensitive and inappropriate. The refusal by Mrs. Reagan's aides to allow the press any 
photographs of the living-quarters redecoration did not help her public image. Nor did a 
disclosure -- one month after President Reagan's decontrol of oil prices -- that contributors 
associated with the oil industry contributed a total of $270,000, over a quarter of privately-raised 
redecorating funds. 

Mark Hampton, decorator to socialites Anne Bass and Nan Kemperer, 60 Minutes anchor Mike 
Wallace, and cosmetics heiress Estee Lauder, was selected by the Bushes for redecorating work 
at the White House. Since 1981, he had supervised redecorating at the Bushes' Kennebunkport 
summer home and their Washington Vice Presidential residence. Press coverage during the Bush 
years was much quieter. More attention was paid to exterior restoration work in preparation for 
the 1992 White House bicentennial. 

Kaki Hockersmith has received most of her publicity following the Vince Foster note. But 
earlier in the year she was profiled by The Dallas Morning News, USA Today and The 
Washing ton Post. The Chicago Tribune wrote that her practical style would be a change from 
the glitzy excess of the l 980's. 

The Clintons' change of curtains in the Oval Office also received substantial publicity. One 
newspaper joked about "the courage to change" the curtains, a reference to the President's 
campaign clarion call. 
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WHITE ROUSE ANNOUNCES RESTORATIONS 

As have most of their predecessors in the White House , 
President and Mrs. Clinton have undertaken several interior 
refurbishings and restorations to ensure the upkeep of the 
Executive Mansion as a living museum that has been the home and 
office of every President since John Adams. No public funds were 
s pent on the work. 

The recently completed work is part of the routine 
maintenance and restoration of the White House and concludes the 
initial phase of a broader restoration project to include 
additional repairs and maintenance. According to White House 
curator Rex Scouten, significant restorations are necessary about 
every 10 years due to the heavy volume of tourists and guests who 
visit the White House each week . 

In addition to the routine maintenance and restoration, some 
changes reflect the lifestyle of the occupant family, ~uch as 
converting the butler's pantry i nto an everyday kitchen for 
family meals, the President's work habits (installing bookcases 
in the Treaty Room), and the taste and character of the 
President ' s principal work place, the Oval Office, which now has 
new drapes and carpet. 

The restoration featured the re-upholstering or recovering 
of 73 pieces of furnitur e and furnishings, the conservation of 23 
pieces of furniture already in the White House collection and the 
retrieval of 52 pieces of furniture and 22 historic and 
decorative pieces from storage for use within the house. Two 
floors were repaired and re-covered. Twenty-eight windows 
received new curtains. Nineteen carpets and underlays worn and 
needing a ttention were r eplaced. Eleven chandeliers were 
conserved . 

The President and Mrs. Clinton are already involved in 
making needed refurbishments in the state rooms of the White 
House. The Committee for the Preservation of the White House met 
earlier this month to discuss the restoration projects in the 
Blue Room and East Room. The President recently appointed 
Kinshasha Holman Conwill , Director, Studio Museum in Harlem; J. 
Thomas savage, Jr., curator, Historic Charleston Foundation; Dick 
Moe, President, National Trust for Historic Preservation; Leonore 
Annenberg and Kaki Hockersmith of Hockersmith Interiors to the 
Committee for Preservation of the White House. The President re­
appointed the following members of the Committee for Preservation 
of the White House: Leslie Greene Bowman, curator, Los Angeles 
County Museum of Art; Wendy Cooper, Curator of Decor ative Arts, 
Baltimore Museum of Art; Jonathan Fairbanks, Katherine Lane Weems 
Curator of Decorative Arts and Sculpture, Museum of Fine Arts; 
Richard Nylander, curator of Collections, society for the 
Preservation of New England Antiquities; John Wilmerding, 
Chri stopher Binyon Sarofim '86 Professor in American Art, 
Princeton University; Mark Hampton; William Kloss and Charles w. 



Engelhard, Jr . (A complete list of the members of the Committee 
for t he Pr eservation of the White House is attached.) 

Included in t he restor at ion were portions of the family 
quart e rs and rooms wi del y used for pr ivate work, meetings , 
official functions , and entert aining -- the oval Office, Treaty 
Room, Wes t Si tti ng Room , and Lincol n Sitting Room . The most 
extensi ve changes were made to e nhance the special character of 
the oval Office and t he Treaty Room -- the Pr esident's two 
offices and to e xpa nd t he i r use as public and private wor k 
areas. 

o New gol d dr aperies were instal led in the Oval Office 
after President Clinton ' s inauguration in January . 
Further i mpr ovements included r est yling and recovering 
t he of fice 's t wo s ofas , r eupholster i ng two high- back 
armchairs, r ecovering several cane -back armchairs , and 
ins talling a new oval carpet with 13 colors that was 
woven specia l ly f or t he r oom. The carpet, with its 
deep blue f i e ld, features t he Presidential Seal 
encir cled by fi f t y white s t a r s a nd framed by a gilt 
double rope. 

Over the years, the Treaty Room, now a Presidentia l office 
located i n the residence, has served as a Cabinet Room , sitt i ng 
room, Presidential reception room, and pr ivat e s tudy. It has 
also been the site of i mporta nt t r eaty sign i ngs , s uc h as t he 
Peace Protocol marking the end of t he Spanis h-American War in 
1898 a nd the Treaty for a Partial Nuclear Test Ban signed by 
President ~ennedy . Aware of the r oom' s r ich past, Pr esident 
Clinton was committed t o res toring its 19th century cha r act er 
while also maintaining i t as a worki ng office a nd meeting area 
for visiting dignitaries . The t abl e in the Treat y Room , now 
s erving as the President's desk , was used this fall by the 
signators of the Israeli- Pal e sti ni an Agr eement . 

o The refurbishi ng o f the Treaty Room was accomplished 
with the additi on of stained walnut woodwor k , i nlaid 
wal nut bookcases , ne w wallpaper, new upholst ery and 
draperies, and a repainted cei ling medallion . 

I n the family quarters of t he residence, most of the 
restoration consisted of nece ssa ry maintenance, repainting, 
c arpeting, and uphol stering . 

o A butle r 's pant ry was converted into an everyday 
kitchen now used for family meals . A large wood island 
was removed and replaced with an expandable breakfast 
table and chairs. 
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o The carpet on the second floor, worn from constant 
use, was replaced and moved to the third floor hallway. 

o The third-floor solarium, where the First Family 
entertains and convenes meetings, received new drapes, 
upholstery and wallpaper. Similar improvements were 
made to the second floor master bedroom and family 
room. 

The recent improvements, totalling $396,429.46, were 
financed by private donations of money to the White House 
Historical Association, including a donation from surplus funds 
of the Presidential Inaugural Committee as well as donations of 
goods and services to the National Park Service. (The Inaugural 
Committee also contributed funds to the Vice President's 
Residence Foundation.) The Clintons chose not to use the $50,000 
appropriated by Congress for Whi te House restorations . 

Among the donations to the Na-tional Park Service ~~s $74,607 
contributed by the Clinton/Gore Transition Foundation in payments 
to Kaki Hockersmith of Little Rock, Arkansas, for her services as 
the design consultant for the White House restoration project. 
(The Transition Foundation is privately funded.) Ms. Hockersmith 
devoted a significant amount of personal time to the project, 
essentially closing her small business and dedicating nearly an 
entire year to the White House refurbishment. Ms. Hockersmith 
also donated draperies of her design which now hang in the 
Lincoln Sitting Room. (Lists of those who contributed to the 
White House Historical Association and the National Park Service 
are attached. A list of members of the White House Historical 
Association is also attached.) 

In late November 1992, Ms. Hockersmith, president of Kaki 
Hockersmith Interiors, began working with the White House curator 
and usher's offices to review the condition of the residence and 
offices used by the President to determine a priority list for 
refurbishments. She oversaw the gathering and placement of 
historic objects to be displayed throughout the residence and 
offices of the White House -- a priority for the Clintons. 

Ms. Hockersmith surveyed storage facilities inside the White 
House and the main storage warehouse in Maryland for paintings, 
furniture that could be used after refurbishment, and other 
suitable furnishings. To minimize costs, nearly all of the 
furniture used for the restoration came from Executive Residence 
storage. 

Most of the draperies and upholstering were done by Nelson 
Beck, a Washington, o.c. firm recommended by the White House 
curator and usher's offices and widely acclaimed for its quality 
workmanship and attention to historical detail. 
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Nelson Beck has assisted in a number of earlier projects at 
the White House, including upholstering the walls of the Green 
Room, upholstering the Bellange chairs in the Blue Room, and 
providing slipcovers and upholstery for the Bushes and the 
Reagans. 

Other work done by Nelson Beck includes drapery treatments 
and upholstery for the Vice President's house during Nelson 
Rockefeller's term, the draperies and window treatments in the 
restored period offices at the Treasury Department, as well as 
work for the National Trust . for Historic Preservation, the 
National Portrait Gallery, the Renwick Gallery, the Museum of 
Modern Art, the Corcoran Gallery, the DAR Museum and the U.S. 
Capitol. 

"We are grateful to the many Americans whose generous 
contributions have helped preserve the White House as a proud 
piece of American history and an ongoing national treasure," the 
President and Mrs. Clinton said. a-r-
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE WHITE HOUSE 
MEMBERS BY EXECUTIVE ORDER 

Dr. Robert McCormick Adams 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, DC 

J. carter , Brown 
Commission of Fine Arts 
Washington, DC 

Roger G. Kennedy 
National Park Service 
Washington, DC 

James I. McDaniel 
National Park Service 
Washington, DC 

Earl A. Powell, III 
National Gallery of Art 
Washington, DC 

Rex w. Scouten 
White House Curator 
Washington, DC 

Gary J. Walters 
White House Chief Usher 
Washington, DC 
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THE W HITE HOUS E 

WASHINGTON 

COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE WHITE HOUSE 
MEMBERS BY PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTMENT 

Leonore Annenberg 
Wynnewood., PA 

Leslie Greene Bowman 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art 
Los Angeles, CA 

Kinshasha Holman Conwill 
Studio Museum in Harlem 
New York, NY 
Preservation 
Washington, DC 

Wendy Cooper 
Baltimore Museum of Art 
Baltimore, MD 

Mrs. Charles w. Engelhard, Jr. 
Far Hills, NJ 

Jonathan Fairbanks 
Museum of Fine Arts 
Boston, MA 

Mark Hampton 
New York, NY 

Kaki Hockersmith 
Little Rock, AR 

William Kloss 
Washington, DC 

,._ 

Richard Moe 
National Trust for 

Historic 

Richard Nylander 
Society for the 

Preservation of 
New England Antiquities 

Boston, NA 

J. Thomas Savage 
Historic Charleston 

Foundation 
Charleston, s.c. 

John Wilmerding 
Princeton University 
Princeton, NJ 
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WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSOClATlON 
740 Jactson Pw:e. N W 
Waslungton . D C 20503 

(202) 737-8292 

WHITE HOUSE HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Dr. Robert McCormick Adams 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, DC 

Robert L. Breeden 
Washington, DC 

J. Carter Brown 
Commission of Fine Arts 
Washington, DC 

Nash Castro 
Palisades, NY 

Clark Clifford 
Washington, DC 

Dr. G. Franklin Edwards 
Washington, DC 

George M. Elsey 
Washington, DC 

Carson Glass 
Lubbock, TX 

Gilbert M. Grosvenor 
National Geographic 
Washington, DC 

George B. Hartzog, Jr. 
McLean, VA 

s. Roger Horchow 
Dallas, TX 

Roger G. Kenn1::dy 
National Park Service 
Washington, DC 

Or. Elise K. Kirk 
Washington, DC 

James I. McDaniel 
Springfield, VA 

Ieoh Ming Pei 
New York, NY 

Earl A. Powell III 
The National Gallery 
of Art 
Washington, DC 

Hugh Sidey 
Washington, DC 

Leonard Silverstein 
Washington, DC 

Alfred R. Stern 
New York, NY 

Joy carter Sundlun 
Washington, DC 
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T H E W H ITE H OUSE 

WA SH I NGTON 

Office of the Curator 
September 8, 1993 

THE LINCOLN SITTING ROOM 

This small southeast c orner room seems to have bee n little 
used in the early years of the White House, having been listed 
simply as "empty" in the inventory taken in 1825. From at least 
1829 until 1902, it was a part of the presidential offi ce s uite 
at the east end of the Second Floor of the Residence, a room 
usually occupied by clerks or secretaries. Although the larger 
adjacent room was most often used as the president' s ~office or 
cabinet room, President John Tyler used this room as his office. 

In 1866 , under President Andrew Johnson, telegraph e quipment 
was installed, and in 1879, under President Rutherford B. Hayes, 
the first White House telephone was added to this "Telegraph 
Room". In 1898, the telegraph reported the news of the sinking 
of the u.s.s. Maine in the harbor of Havana, Cuba, and the room 
became the "War Room•, in which President William McKinley 
followed the course of the ensuing Spanish-American War. It was 
also in this room that the news was first received at the White 
House of the 1881 shooting of President James Garfield at a 
Washington train station and the 1901 assassination of McKinley 
in Buffalo. 

When the presidential offices were moved to the newly 
constructed West Wing in 1902 , this room became a small bedroom. 
In 1933, Eleanor Roosevelt furnished it with maple furniture made 
at the Val-Kill shop on the Roosevelt's estate, a cottage 
industry she helped establish to provide fuller employmen t for 
farm men and women in the area of Hyde Park, N.Y. 

After the Truman Renovation of the White Hous e, 1948-1952, 
the room was refurnished more as a sitting room , with a s mall bed 
serving as a sofa. In the Kennedy administration, it was 
redecorated in the Victorian flavor, to better complement the 
Lincoln Bedroom. An olive and rust color scheme was sele cted, 
using a dotted fabric on the walls and paisley draperies. In 
1973, the Victorian chandelier was added to a room which had 
become a favorite of President Richard Nixon as a quie t h i dea wa y . 
In 1981, t he room was refurbished in the same basic s tyle, but 
with new fabrics in a bei ge a nd rust color scheme . 
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In 1993, President and Mrs. Clinton requested a stronger 
Victorian decor for the room, which was created by Kaki 
Hockersmith, Little Rock, in burgundy, gold, and cream colors. 
The ceiling has been covered with a bold coffer-patterned paper. 
The walls have been painted a cream color with the window frames , 
chair rail, and cornice in gold and a burgundy sub-cornice band. 

At the two windows have been hung draperies of a burgundy 
silk with gilt decorations, including paired leaf-tailed dolphins 
seen most clearly at the base of the ovoid valance shield from 
which swags hang. These draperies, designed by Ms . Hockers mith 
in 1993 for a Little Rock showhouse, were donated by her. 

The ingrain rug is patterned with alternating rosettes and 
medallions in red, green, and gold . A two-ply wool~-carpet flat­
woven in 36-inch strips, a type popular in American, 1850-1875, 
it was first reproduced for the Smiths onian Institution's 1976 
exhibition on the 1876 Centennial Expositio n in Philadelphia. 
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FINE ARTS 

Entry 

Grand Reception at the White House. January. 1862 
by Alfred Rudolph Waud (1828-1891) 
from January 25, 1862 issue of Harper's Weekly 

hand-colored wood engraving. President and Mrs. Lincoln 
receiving guests in the Blue Room during a New Year's 
Reception. White House Acquisition Fund. 965 .584.l 

North Wall 

LINCOLN PROGRAM, paper, 1861, American . 
Program for the Lincoln Inaugural Ball, March 4, 1861. 
Acquisition undocumented. 961.16.l 

A. Lincoln by Jordan Tchopp (?-?), 
after a photo by Anthony Berger, taken at the Brady 
Gallery, February 9, 1864 

woven s i lk, 1866, Basel, Switzerland. Memorial portrait; 
American eagle, flags, shield, and mourning Columbia; 
inscription derived from Lincoln's Second Inaugural Address, 
March 4, 1865. Gift of Mrs. Elizabeth Bissinger. 962 . 235 . l 

Northeast Wall 

Ulysses S. Grant by Henry Ulke (1821-1910) 
oil on canvas, 1875. Life portrait of Grant painted during 
his presidency. Ulke , a German-born artist, immigrated to 
the United States in 1852 and lived in Washington, o.c., 
1860-1910, where he operated a photography and portrait 
studio. U. S. Government Purchase. 879.1527.l 
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East Wall 

Butterfly by Albert Bierstadt ( 1830-1902) 
oil and pencil on paper on pasteboard, January 20, 1893. 
The artist created many butterflies such as this to be small 
tokens of his art for special acquaintances. He placed a 
few daubs of pigment on paper that was then folded . With a 
palette knife, he made a few strokes along the outside of 
the paper which when opened would reveal a butterfly. 
During a stay at the White House in 1878, Bierstadt executed 
several butterflies for the Hayes family. These butterflies 
along with one created by Mrs. Hayes using the artist's 
technique are now part of the collection of the Hayes 
Presidential Center in Fremont, Ohio. --
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. James R. Graham. 962.268.1 

Ulysses s. Grant by Thomas Leclear (1818-1882) 
oil on canvas, c.1881. Possibly a bust study for the 
full-length portrait now hanging in the East Foyer. 
Gift of the Whi.te House Historical Association. 988.1644.1 

South Wall 

U.S. 

The 

Capitol after William Henry Bartlett (1809-1854) 
oil on tin, c.1840. The Capitol as completed in 1826 
by Charles Bulfinch, Architect of the Capitol, 1817-1829. 
The smaller side domes over the original House and Senate 
chambers remain today, but the larger central dome was 
replaced when the building was enlarged, 1856-1865. At the 
foot of the Capitol grounds appears Pennsylvania Avenue with 
a few of the poplar trees planted at the direction of 
President Thomas Jefferson. Gift of Lawrence Fleischman. 

962.183.l 

Republican Court in the Days of Lincoln 
by Peter Frederick Rothermel (1812-1895) 

(formerly called Reception at the White House 
and attributed to Francis Bicknell Carpenter} 

oil on canvas, c.1867. Imaginary scene of a reception in 
the East Room, showing President and Mrs. Lincoln, Vice 
President Andrew Johnson, members of the Cabinet, and 
prominent Union officers, including Generals Scott, Grant , 
and Sherman, this painting was probably intended to be a 
model for an engraving. A recently discovered, undated 
broadside described the scene and announced plans for 
publishing an engraving which, if i t were even executed , ha~ 
never been discovered. Rothermel , best known as a painter 
of historical subjects, more than likely used period prints 
and photographs to recreate the East Room. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Winslo w Carlton in memory of 

. - . -- ..,. 962.294.l 
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West Wall 

Pres ide nt Lincoln and His Family by George Spohn {7-7) 
after Anton Hohenstein ( c.1823-?) 
published by Joseph Hoover, Philadelphia 

lithograph, 1866. Fanciful outdoor scene, perhaps intended 
to be the White House lawn looking towards the Potomac, of 
President and Mrs. Lincoln and their three sons, Willie 
(died 1862) , Tad, and Robert in uniform {joined the army in 
1864). Acquisition undocumented. 962.1173 .l 

Lincoln Family by Thomas Kelly {1836-1914) 
c olored lithograph, 1866 • . Fanciful indoor scene of 
President and Mrs. Lincolrr seated at a table ~~fore backdrop 
drapery opened on view of the U.S. Capitol dome; s o n s Robert 
and Willie standing behind, Tad at front left before Ma ry . 
The Lincolns as a family never pos ed for an artist or a 
photographer. 
White House Acquisition Fund. 963.424.l 

FURNISHINGS 

North Wall 

DESK (secretaire a abattant ) , mahogany and ma rble, 1932 , 
Washington, O.C., made by Morris W. Dove. 
Reproduction of French Empire fallfront desk {now on exhi bi t 
at the James Monroe Law Library, Fredericksburg, Virginia ) , 
which Monroe purchased when he was Minister to France, 1794-
96, and reputedly used at the White House to sign his 1823 
Annual Message to Congress ( December 2) which included the 
Monroe Doctrine concerning European non-interference in the 
Americas . Among seven Monroe pieces copied for Mrs . Lou 
Hoover in 1932, placed in what she called the wMonr oe Room• 
( Treaty Room ) • U. S. Government purchase. 9 3 2. 3 91. l 

MANTEL CLOCK, mahogany and gilded bronze, c . 1815-1830, Fr ance . 
Gilt d i al and pen dulum: four-column arch itect ural housing . 
Gift o f Mrs. Beverley R. Robinson. 9 62 . 360. 3 

DESK SET, br on ze , early 19th c entury, Fra nc e. 
Letter opener and pape rwei ght with e agle head and wing . 
Gift o f Mr . and Mrs. Fr e de rick J. St ein and Family. 

971. 747.1-2 

I NKWELL, s ilver a nd gla s s, 20th century, by Bl ack, Starr and 
Frost. 

Square glass body; cha sed , monogrammed , hinged sil ver lid . 
Acquis ition undocumented. P00.002288 .1 
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North Wall (continued) 

SIDE CHAIRS, pair, ebonized wood, c.1862 , American. 
From set with settee; rounded shield back; bronze plaque on 
crest states they were presented by President and Mrs . 
Lincoln to Mr. and Mrs. John DeWitt in 1862; gilt-lined 
frame and turned front legs. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Parish, II. 962.22 . 2-3 

-=--- Northeast Wall 

MANTEL, marble, c.1951, American. 
Grey; columns with white capitals a nd bas es . • -
Purchased during the Truman Renovation. P52.B02627 .l 

ANDIRONS, pair, brass and iron, late 19th c entury, American. 
Gadrooned ball on spiraled shaft; s quare cabriole legs. 
U.S. Government purchase. 960.2088.1-2 

FENDER, brass, late 19th century, American. 
Cross-pierced panel divided by rope molding; paw feet. 
U.S. Government purchase. 960.1143.l 

FIRETOOLS (shovel, tongs, brush, stand ), brass , 
late 19th century, American. 
Canister-turned finials; circular pierced stand. 
U.S. Government purchase. 960.1089.1-4 

East Wall 

EASY CHAIR, walnut/ pine, c.1881, American. 
Rolled crest and recessed arms; turned front legs. 
Believed acquired for the Green Room in 1881 from Washington 
retailer, W. B. Moses; used there until 1902. 
U.S . Government purchase. 881.30.l 

South Wall 

OCCASIONAL TABLE , walnut with marble top , c.1860, American. 
Victorian; scalloped top and frame ; f our cabriole l egs. 
Gift of Mrs. Emmett A. Lange. 961.172. 1 
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South Wall (continued) 

LAMP, brass and glass, c.1884, New York, designed by John 
Williams. 
Central shaft supported on a triangular base of three 
dolphins; upper part of shaft has pierced round ornament. 
Lamp was presented to Mrs. Grover Cleveland . 
Gift of Mrs. T. Darrington Wadelton . 963.489.1 

WATCH CASE, enameled gold, c.1865, possibly American . 
Outdoors scenes of flowers and a girl with dog; associated 
with the Petersen House in which Lincoln died, April 15, 
1865; an 1865 gift from Mrs . Petersen to her niece, who had 
only shortly recovered from an illness in the room in which 
the wounded Lincoln was placed. -
Gift of Mrs. Richard Bennett. 963.470.1 

SOUP PLATE, porcelain, c.1880, Limoges, France, 
made by Haviland & Co., designed by Theodore R. Davis. 
From the commercial sets based on the designs for the Hayes 
State Service; •okra.• 
Gift of the A1ma c . Brunner Trust. 991.1684.19 

SOFA, walnut/pine, c . 1881, American. 
Rolled crest; large bolster arms; turned legs. 
Believed acquired for the Green Room in 1881 from Washington 
retailer, w.a. Moses; used there until 1902. 
U.S. Government purchase. 881.35.l 

CHEST OF DRAWERS, mahogany, c . 1830-1850, American. 
Late Empire style; tall; boldly veneered; faceted shallow 
drawer below small faceted drawers flanking recessed white 
marble basin slab; three graduated drawers between brackets 
on scrolled feet . White House Acquisition Fund. 963.438.l 

ASTRAL LAMPS, pair, gilt bronze and glass, c.1825-1830, 
Philadelphia, by Louis Veron. 
Empire in style with center oil font having two tiers of 
glass prisms; double brackets hold vase-shaped glass globes. 
Veron supplied lighting fixtures to the White House in the 
Andrew Jackson administration. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association. 965.572.1-2 

BOX, pressed glass and silverplate, 20th century, American. 
Slender rectangle: diamond and diamond-star pattern. 
White House Acquisition Fund. P62.G03450.8 

BOX, pressed glass and silverplate, late 19th century, American. 
Round-ended rectangle; diamond and diamond-star pattern; 
deep stars on bottom. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. O.V. Porter. 962.219.1 
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South Wall {continued) 

COFFEE TABLE, mahogany, 1969, American. 
French-styl e; oval cross-banded crotched-veneered top with 
brass rail; square tapering legs with classically molded cap 
and foot. White House Purchase. P69 . H01913.l 

SOUP PLATE, porcelain, c.1880, Limoges, France, 
made by Haviland & Co. , designed by Theodore R. Davis. 
From the commercial sets based on the designs for the Hayes 
State Servi ce; "The Frog. " 
Gift of t he Alma c. Brunner Trust. 991.1684.18 

West Wall 

ARMCHAIRS, pair, mahogany, c.1860, American. 
Rococo-rev ival style; f lower-carved crest applied to balloon 
back; padded arms; cabriole front legs with shell-carved 
knees. Probably U.S. Government purchase. 960 . 65-66 

CENTER TABLE, walnut and burl walnut, c . 1880, American. 
Louis XVI-revival style; rectangular with rounded ends; 
large marquetry panel of agricultural implements and flowers 
in top, oval marquetry reserves of musical instruments on 
apron; i ncised l ines throughout. Possibly acquired during 
the Ch ester Arthur administration; used in the Green Room in 
the late 19th century. U.S. Government purchase . 881.297.1 

ANTIQUE CONTINENTAL TELEPHONE, gold-plate decoration on steel, 
c.1892, Sweden, made by the Ericsson Company. 
First hand-set type of telephone - mouthpiece and receiver 
in single unit; in use in America, c.1894-1905; mechanically 
renovated and updated, c.1963. 
Gift of George Levine . 963. 483 .1 

ASTRAL LAMP, brass and glass, c.1850, American. 
Plain columnar shaft supports a frosted glass globe 
decorated with flowers and leaves; faceted and notched tip 
prisms hang below globe. 
White House Purchase. 972.871.l 

PIER MIRROR, gilded wood and glass, c.1825, probably American. 
Tall, slender; large eagle on olive branch mounted on 
frieze; acorns and acanthus leaves on cornice and base: 
fluted-spiral engaged columns with grapevine band. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association. 963.476.l 
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CHANDELIER, cut and frosted glass , c.1860, possibly American. 
Six electrified arms; diamond-pointed pendant prisms. 
Gift of William Boswell. 973. 1038.l 

RUG , wool, 1993, New York, made by Scalamandre. 
Alternating rosettes and medallions in red, green, and gold; 
ingrain, flat- woven "Scotch• carpet in 36-inch strips , a 
type popular in America, 1850-1875; reproduction first 
created for the Smithsonian Institution's 1976 exhibition on 
the 1876 Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia. 
Purchased with funds donated for the 1993 redecorat ion. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W AS H I NGTON 

Office of the Curator 
October 1993 

THE TREATY ROOM 

During the first half of the 19th century, this room was 
used by the presidents as a sitting room or a private meeting 
room. President Franklin Pierce (1853-1857), however, used it 
as his office. During the Abraham- Lincoln administrat!.on, it 
was a waiting room for appointments to the adjoining President's 
Office (today's Lincoln Bedroom ) . 

In 1866, President Andrew Johnson made the room his Cabinet 
Room. It continued to be so used until 1902 under Presidents 
Grant , Hayes, Garfield, Arthur, Cleveland, Harrison, and McKinley 
and for the first year under Theodore Roosevelt, retaining most 
of the furnishings especially made for the room in 1869. On 
August 12, 1898, this room was the site of the signing of the 
Peace Protocol ending hostilities in the Spanish-American War. 

In 1902, the Cabinet Room and the offices of the President 
and his staff were moved into the newly constructed West Wing, 
at which time this room became a private study for Presidents 
Theodore Roosevelt, Taft, Wilson , Harding and Cool idge. During 
the Hoover administration, it became a sitting room and was 
furnished by Mrs. Hoover with objects from the Monroe era and 
with reproductions of furniture t hat belonged to President 
Monroe. It then became known as the Monroe Room. 

During the Kennedy administration, this room became a 
private meeting room for the President, furnished to resemble 
the Cabinet Room of the late 19th century and named the Treaty 
Room . On October 7, 1963, President Kennedy signed here the 
ratification of the Treaty for a Partial Nuclear Test Ban, and 
on September 30, 1972, President Nixon similarly signed the 
ratification of the Treaty on the Limitation of Anti-Ballistic 
Missile Systems . 

In 1989, the room was converted back into a Residence office 
for President Bush. 



-2-

In 1993, this room, remaining a Residence office for 
President Clinton, has been refurbished by Little Rock designer, 
Kaki Hockersmith, incorporating furnishings associated with 
the use of the room in the 19th century as the Cabinet Room. 
The painted woodwork installed in the Truman Renovation has 
been removed to storage and replaced with matching woodwork 
in a dark-stained walnut. A pair of inlaid walnut bookcases has 
been constructed for the east wall. Several chairs have been 
upholstered in a dark red fabric ornamented with gold Napoleonic 
laurel wreaths. This motif was also adapted for gilded gesso 
wreaths applied to the center of the walnut cornices installed 
above new draperies made of a red and blue fabric in a drapery­
swag pattern. The room cornice and ceiling medallion have been 
repainted with details highlighted, while the walls have been 
covered in a vinyl wallpaper simulating red leather. The 1869 
Cabinet table has been returned as a desk along with other 
historic White House furnishings ar.a artworks ( describs e on the 
following pages counterclockwise from the hallway door ) . 
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FINE ARTS 

North Wall- east 

George Washington by an unknown artist 
oil on canvas, c.1795. Full-length, seated outdoors 
with a book. 
Bequest of David Gray. 968 . 629.1 

East Wall 

View of Macao by an unknown artist 
oil on canvas, c.1853. Between his two visits to Japan in 
an attempt to open that country to American trade, Commodore 
Matthew C. Perry and his naval squadron spent from July 1853 
to January 1854 in China . -This harbor scene, showing the 
steam frigates U.S.S. Powhatan and u.s.s . Susquehanna, is 
believed to have been painted in the fall of 1853 at the 
time that Perry took up residence in Macao during the 
refitting of his fleet. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association . 973.963.1 

View of Hong Kong by an unknown artist 
oil on canvas, c . 1853. Perry's full squadron assembled in 
Hong Kong on August 25, 1853. The three sidewheel steamers 
at center of this view from Kowloon are the u.s.s. Powhatan, 
u .s.s Susquehanna, and the u.s .s. Mississippi. These two 
paintings were once owned by Lt. J. Hogan Brown of the 
Susquehanna. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association. 973.963 . 1 

Benjamin Franklin by Gabriel de Saint-Aubin (1724-1780 ) 
oil on panel, 1777 . Small standing portrait painted shortly 
after Franklin arrived in Paris to help negotiate a treaty 
between France and the new United States. 
Gift of Mr . and Mrs. H. S . Schaeffer i n memory of President 
John F . Kennedy. 964.524.l 

William McKinley and Ida Saxton McKinley 
by Emily Draton Taylor ( 1860-1952 ) 
watercolor on ivory, 1899. Pair of miniatures painted at 
the White House; the only White House portrait of Mrs . 
McKinley. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association . 968.630.1-2 
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East Wall (continued) 

James Monroe (statuette) by an unknown artist 
Dieppe ivory, late 19th century, France. 
Probably a figure of Geor ge Washington, with hinged triptych 
torso carved, however, to commemorate the life of James 
Monroe; left panel - as young Virginia officer leading 
charge in one of many Revolutionary War battles, promoted by 
George Washington for "bravery under fire" at Trenton, 1776; 
center - unidentified military meeting; right - standing 
portrait with American flag, eagle, and scroll marked 
"Monroe Doctrine•, an extract from his annual Presidential 
message, December 2, 1823, explaining the American position 
against European interference in the Americas; similar 
figures of Lincoln, Napoleon, Lord Nelson, and European 
monarchs are known to exist . 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. J . P. Fl.eek. 

Andrew Jackson by Clark Mills (1815-1883) 

962.386.l 

white metal, 1855. Th is miniature version of Mill s' heroic 
rearing equestrian statue of Jackson, unveiled in the center 
of Lafayette Square across from the White House in 1853, was 
cast by the Philadelphia foundry, Cornelius & Baker, and 
purchased by the government for the White House in 1859. 

859.1451.1 

Theodore Roosevelt by James Earle Fraser (1876-1953) 
b ronze, c . 1910. This small bust shows Roosevelt in the 
neckerchief and uniform jacket worn when he was a Rough 
Rider (1st U.S. Cavalry Volunteers) in the Spanish-American 
War. The sculptor is probably best known for his design of 
the buffalo nickel. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Saul Lerner. 971. 708 .1 

Horatio Nelson (bust) by an unknown artist 
bronze/ oak and copper, 1905 . For the centenary of the 
death of Lord Nelson at the Battle of Trafalgar, October 21, 
1805, the British Admiralty provided copper and oak from 
Nelson's still extant flagship, H.M.S. VICTORY for the 
making of this •memento" bust and pedestal sent to President 
Theodore Roosevelt. 
Gift of the British and Foreign Sailors Society. 905.1440.l 

George Washington (bust) by an unknown artist 
gilded bronze, c.1810. 
Small uniformed bust matching ones used atop French 
mantel clocks made for the American market . 
Gift of an anonymous donor. 968.615. l 
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South Wall 

Benjamin Franklin by Benjamin Wilson (1721-1788) 
oil on canvas, 1759. This half-length portrait, 
commissioned by Franklin in London in 1758, shows a streak 
of lightning at the left alluding to his electricity 
experiments, a subject about which the artist had also 
written. This painting was in Franklin's home in 
Philadelph ia when British troops were quartered there during 
the Revolutionary War. Major John Andre , the infamous 
conspirator with Benedict Arnold, t ook the portrait with him 
to England, where it hung in Howick House, the home of his 
commanding officer, Major-General Sir Charles Grey. 
In 1906, in honor of the bicentenary o f Frankl:!.n's birth, 
it was given to the United States by t he Governor General 
of Canada, Albert Henry George, 4th Earl Grey . 906.3501.1 

West Wall 

Winston Churchill by Yousuf Karsh ( 1908- ) 
black-and- white photograph. Seated half- l ength taken 1941. 
Property of President Clinton. 

Abraham Lincoln by Alexander Hesler ( ?-? ) 
black-and- white photograph, c.1956, from negative taken in 
Springfield, Illinois, June 3 , 1860 . Pre-beard bust view. 
Property of President Clinto n . 

George Washington (statuette) by an unknown a rtist 
bronze, c.1830-50. Washington is depi cted in military 
dress holding a rolled document i n his right hand. 
Gift of Hugh D. Auchincloss , Jr. 961 . 101.1 

Patrick Henry (bust) by an unknown artis t 
spelterwar e, cast by Warner, Miskey & Merri ll , c.1860. 
Gift of Mrs . William S. Paley. 962.213.2 

The Loneliest Job in the World by Georg e Tames ( 1919- ) 
black-and-white photograph , 19 91. President J ohn F. Kennedy 
looking out the s outh windo w o f t he Oval Office i n 1991; 
limited edition, #35 o f 50 , printed by note d New Yo rk Time s 
photographer from his origina l negative. 
Gift of the photogra p her . P93.P03 60 6.l 
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West Wall (continued ) 

Signing o f the Peace Pro tocol Betwe en Spain and the United 
Sta tes. August 12. 1898 by Theobald Chartran (1849-1907 ) 
oil on canvas, 1899. Support in the United States for t he 
Cuban insurrection against Spanish rule, further incited by 
the sinking of the battleship u.s .s. Maine in Havana harbor 
( February 15 , 1898), led President William McKinley to 
request and Congres s to enact a state of war with Spain a s 
of April 21. The brief hostilities, marked by dramatic 
naval victories in Manila Bay in the Philippine Islands 
(May l } and off the coast of Santiago de Cuba (July 3 ) were 
halted after the signing of a peace protocol in the Cabinet 
Room of the White House on August 12. Sh own signing is the 
French Ambassador, Jules Cambon, who had negotiated on 
b e half of the Spanish. Secretary of State William R. Day , 
who signed for t he United -States, is seated be~ide him with 
three American assistant secretaries and one ~r ench 
secretary standing behind them. Although photographs of t he 
event show President McKinley at the north end of the 1869 
Cabinet table ( 869 . 209 . l}, Chartran chose to revers e the 
scene to show the window and view through the So uth Portico. 
Although it seems that industrialist Henry Clay Frick 
i ntended this to be a personal gift to President Theodore, 
i t was sent from Oyster Bay to the White House because, as 
Roosevelt wrote, "the pictures of the White aouse [then 
a lmost exclusively portraits] are not all that fancy" . 
Gift of Henry Clay Frick. 902.1537 .1 

No rth Wall - west 

The Peacemakers by George Peter Alexander He a l y ( 1813-1894} 
oil on canvas, 1868. This scene depicts a meeting late 
i n the Civil War between President Abraham Linco ln and 
(left-to-right } Major-General William T. Sherman, 
Lieutenant-General Ulysses s. Grant, and Rear- Admiral David 
D . Porter. On March 27 and 28, 1865, these leaders met 
aboard the River Queen, the steamer which had brought the 
Lincolns to Grant's headquarters on the James River duri ng 
the siege of Richmond, Virginia. They discussed the 
favorable pros pe cts for a s peedy peace, which e ngen dere d 
Healy 's t i tle and i ncl usio n o f an optimisti c r a inbow i n the 
cab in wind o w. The l iken e ss of Lincoln in t h is group 
p ortrai t, painted i n Ro me, c losely rese mbles Healy 1 s 1869 
portrait of the presi d e nt wh i ch currently h a ngs in the State 
Dining Roo m. Heal y i s als o represen ted in t he Wh i t e House 
collection by six other pres idential portrai t s. 
U.S. Governme nt purchase. 947 . 2558.l 
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FURNISHINGS 

North Wall - east 

STAND, walnut, late 19th century, American. 
Square; neoclassical motifs include Ionic capital and 
palmettes atop square tapered column; base with low feet 
at canted corners. 
Acquisition undocumented. 960.108 . 1 

East Wall 

BOOKCASES, pair, walnut, 1993 , made by the White House Carpentry 
Shop, designed by Kaki Hockersmith and Kathleen Wenskus. 
Tall; pediment frieze inlaid with leaf s wags between 
wreathes; bellflowers and paterae on stiles . ~,3.H03595.l-2 

VASES, pair, porcelain, early 19th century, France. 
Gilt neck and foot; slender ram's-head handles; painted 
s cene on each side - church and "The Flight of Bianca(?)" 
on . 1525, lakeside house and "Maternal Care" on .1526. 
Acquisition undocumented. 960.1525-1526 

DESSERT STAND, from set of four, gilded silver, 1809-1813, 
London, made by Paul Storr. 
Grapevine-overlaid shallow woven basket atop three 
c aryatids; engraved with armorial device of the Order 
o f the Garter, the highest British order of nobility. 
Bequest of Mrs. Margaret Thompson Biddle. 958.4175.4 

VASE, porcelain, c.1825-1830, France. 
Small, elliptical; paw feet; reserve portrait of Andrew 
Jackson in uniform titled "Gen. Jackson", based on prints 
after portrait by John Vanderlyn, c .1819. 
White House Acquisition Fund . 979.1415.l 

VASE , glass, gilded bronze, and marble, mid-19th century, France. 
Scalloped-edged trumpet of partially ruby-stained glass; 
ram's-head and acanthus leaf mount on marble base . 
Gift of Clement E. Conger. 974.1110.1 

URNS, pair, bronze and gilded bronze, early 19th century, France. 
Classical form; leaf-scroll handles from ram's-head mounts; 
White House Acquisition Fund. 961 .139 .1-2 

EASY CHAIR and OTTOMAN 
Property of President and Mrs. Clinton. 

OCCASIONAL TABLE, mahogany, c.1969 , American. 
Chippendale style; piecrust top; tripod. 
U.S. Government purchase. POO.H02798.l 
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East Wall ( conti nued ) 

FLOOR LAMP, one o f pair , bras s and tole, c.1965, Americ an. 
Bridge-type; painted tole shade; reeded shaft , sabre legs. 
Purchased for President Lyndon B. Johnson's Oval Office. 
Transf erred from t he General Services Administration. 

P74 . J OO958.l 

MANTEL, marble, 1902, Italy. 
Bardiglio (veined ) marble mold ings; white marb le stile 
panels carved wi t h the fasces, a Roman symbol of author ity, 
topped by the Liberty cap; white marble fri eze with cent ral 
inscription panel - •THIS ROOM WAS FIRST USED FOR/ MEETINGS 
OF THE CABINET/ DURING THE ADMINISTRATION OF/ PRESIDENT 
JOHNSON. IT CONTINUED/ TO BE SO USED UNTIL THE YEAR/ MCMII 
HERE THE TREATY OF/ PEACE WI TH SPAIN WAS S I GNED.ft 
Purc hased during the Theodore Roosevelt Renovation o f the 
Whi te House in 1902; one of e i ght mantels s upr;ried by 
R. C. Fisher & Co. , New York, N. Y. 90 2.1208 . 1 

ANDI RONS , pair, brass, c.1840, Amer ican. 
Ta ll lid ded urn; b r oad spurred leg structur e. Bel ieved to 
hav e be en used i n t he White House during the Zacha ry Taylo r 
administrat ion; descended in t he Taylor f amily . 
Gift of Admiral and Mrs . Edward J. Foy. 962. 60 . 1-2 

FENDER, brass and i r on wire, c.1830-1840, American. 
Three urn finials on brass rim; wire mesh in e l l iptical 
grid; three brass gad rooned bulb feet . 
White House Acquisition Fund . 962 .302.1 

FIRE SCREEN, iron, mid-20th century, American. 
Five-fold; flat frame; squar e wire mesh . 
U.S . Government purchase . POO .F03 400. l 

FIRETOOLS ( shovel , poker , tongs, brush, stand ), brass, 
mid- 20th century , American. 
Hexagonal bulb finials; paw feet on p i erced s tand . 
U.S. Government purchase . POO.F00708. l-5 

WOOD BASKET, brass , mid- 20th century, American. 
Tubular pinned handle with anthemion mounts; scrolled legs. 
U.S. Government purchase . P00 . F02277 . l - 4 

OVERMANTEL MIRROR, one of a pair, gil ded gesso and wood, glass, 
1853, New York . 
Elaborate leaf y s crollwork throughout ; large U.S. s hiel d at 
center of crestwork. Purchased for the Gree n Room duri ng 
the Franklin Pierce admi nistration; among 18 mi r ror frames 
supplied by L.R. Menger, New York, N.Y. 853.1047 . 2 

I 
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East Wall (continued) 

SCONCES, pair, gilded wood, early 19th century, probably England. 
Two cord strands overlaid with eagle and trophy of hunting 
horn and torch; two C-scrolled brass candle arms. 
Purchased for President Lyndon B. Johnson's oval Office. 
Transferred from the General Services Administration. 

988 . 1631.1-2 

TOBACCO JARS, pair, earthenware , late 18th century, Holland. 
Ovoid; dark blue scenes of American Indian smoking a pipe 
amid baskets and bundles of tobacco leaves. 
White House Acquisition Fund. 973.1047.1-2 

URNS, pair , gilded bronze, c.1817, France. 
Slender; classical mounts of grapevines, olive branches, 
palmettes, wreathes, lotus; and female masques. 
Among the French furnishings purchased by Pre3 i:oent James 
Monroe in 1817, designated for the State Dining Room. 
U.S. Government purchase. 817.1345-146 

South Wall 

ARM CHAIR, walnut and mahogany, late 19th century, English. 
Cabriole front legs with s hell-carved knees and pad feet. 
Gift of William and Shirley Burden. 955.3394.1 

CONFERENCE TABLE, walnut, c.1869, New York, 
made by Pottier & Stymus Manufacturing Company. 
Black leather top; eight drawers in apron; 
Part of a suite commissioned for the redecoration of this 
room in 1869 under President Grant ( see attached pages for 
detailed history). 
U.S. Government purchase. 869.209.1 

BOUILLOTTE LAMP, gilded bronze and t ole, c.1800, France . 
Eagle on wreath finial; tole shade; three scrolled 
electrified candle arms; circular dish. 
White House Acquisition Fund. 961.79.l 

TABLE LAMP , gilded bronze and tole, 20th century. 
Empire style; winged lions atop paw-footed supports. 
Property of President and Mrs . Clinton. 

BOOKEND, one of pair, walnut , 1941, made by H. Watson. 
Seated f igure of John Harvard after Daniel Chester French's 
1883 bronze monument at Harvard College, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts; plaque on reverse - given to President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt "in commemoration o f his third term". 
Gift of the maker . 941.1994.l 
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South Wall ( continued) 

DESK CHAIR, leather, 1989, American. 
Rolled crest of t ufted back; rolled, closed arms; five­
legged swivel pedest al. 
U.S . Government purchase. P89.H003597.1 

SIDE TABLE, c.1993, mahogany, American. 
Slender; three drawers in apron; Marlborough legs. 
U.S . Government purchase. 

TELEPHONE TABLE, one of pair, mahogany, 1989, New York. 
Rectangular; square tapering legs with s helf. 
U.S. Government purchase. P89 . H03487.l 

West Wall 

TALLCASE CLOCK, mahogany, c.1750, Phi ladelphia, 
brass weight-driven works by Emanuel Rouse. 
Carved flaming-um finials on arched hood with shell and 
leaf carving; marked brass dial; bracket feet. 
Gift of the National Historical Foundation. 974.1089 . l 

CARD TABLES, pair, mahogany, c.1820, New York, 
attributed to Charles-Honore Lannuier. 
Rectangular, rounded front corners; gilt stenciling; 
partially- gilded winged lion's-paw feet. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association. 965.585.1-2 

LAMP, one of pair, bronze and glass, c.1830, France. 
Glass font with German burner; reeded column; three leaf­
capped paw-footed legs atop triangular base. 
White House Acquisition Fund . 963 .439.1 

SOFA, mahogany, c.1760, probably New York. 
Chippendale; triple-arched back; fret carved legs and 
stretchers; period type seat pad; the oldest piece of 
seat furniture in the White House collection. 
Gift of the National Historical Foundation. 970.672.l 

GAMING TABLE, walnut, 1993, designed by Kaki Hockersmith, 
made by Trosby, Atlanta . 
Removable top inlaid with Presidential Seal and 
checkerboard; backgammon board sub-top; deep apron with end 
drawer accessing hand-hole to raise top; cabriole legs with 
carved acanthus leaf knees and ball-and-claw feet. 
Property of President and Mrs. Clinton. 

WING CHAIRS, pair, birch, 1930, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Reproducti on in William & Mary style; tall crest; paneled 
cabriole front legs with Spanish feet; H-stretcher . 
Received as part of a 1930 donation of furniture for the 
Oval Office following the West Wing fire of Christmas Eve 
1929; moved to Residence when found to be unnecessary for 
the Oval Office . Gift of Grand Rapids Furniture 

' - ~· - ~ 930 .409-410 

I 
l 
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West Wall (continued) 

ASTRAL LAMP, bronze, gilded bronze, and glass, c.1835, American . 
Squat glass shade cut with flowers and Greek key; reeded 
column on f our paw-footed legs on concave-s ided base . 
Gift o f the White House Historical Association. 976.1298.l 

TREATY FACSIMILE, paper , 1962, by the Department of State. 
Articles V a nd VI of the Peace Protocol with Spain, 
August 12 , 189 8 . Fr om a group produced f or display in the 
Treaty Room as decorated by Mrs . Kennedy in 1962 . 

P62.P02110 . l 

North Wa ll 

......._ TABLE, mahogany a n d marble, c.1829 , Phil adelphia, 
labeled by An t hony Que:r:velle. ~ 

Circul ar top with b lack marble i n set; pedestal wi t h scroll 
brackets ato p platf o rm on paw feet. Purchased wit h smalle r 
matc hing tables 829 .239-240 (now in Lincol n Bed room) i n 1829 
under President Andre w Jackson for placement under each of 
three chandeliers in the newly completed East Room . 
U.S . Governme nt p urchase. 829 . 269.1 

PRESENTATION CUP, silver , 1899, New York , made by Tiffany & Co. 
Three l e af-and -berry h andles above s eals of the United 
States, Spa i n, and France; pedestal of three eagles with 
o live branc hes and s tars on base; relief inscription -
"Presente d by the President of the United States [ William 
McKinley] t o h is Excel lency M. Jules Cambon , Ambassador of 
France , in t oken of his friendly services in the negotiation 
of the Prot o col of Peace between the United States and 
Spain, August 12, 1898" . 
White House Ac quisition Fund. 972.834.1 

ARMCHAIRS, pai r , mahogany, 1929, New York , mad e by Schmidt Bros . 
Hepple whi t e reproduc t ions; oval back; padded arms. 
Made for 1929 r edecoration of t he Green Room . 
U. S. Governme nt purchase . 929 . 592-593 

CHANDELI ER, gilded metal , c.1902, Americ an . 
Spre ad eagle finial; used in the Red Room from 1902-1948. 
U.S. Government purchase. 960.3454.1 

HERIZ RUG, c.1850-1875 , wool, Persia. 
Gorevan- type medallion design in navy , brown , and light blue 
with red corners; typical Herati stripe in primary border. 
Gi ft of the National Historical Foundation. 971.678.l 
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CONFERENCE TABLE 

This walnut conference table was purchased for the Cabinet 
Room ( then on the Second Floor of the White House) in 1869 during 
the administration of President Ulysses S. Grant. It was part of 
a suite of furniture made by the Pottier & Stymus Manufacturing 
Company, a New York firm known for its high-quality product 
uniquely designed for each commission. 

It is fitted with locking drawers in which the President and 
his seven Cabinet officers (State, Treasury, War, Justice, Post 
Office, Navy, and Interior) could keep their papers. It is 
uncertain how an eighth Cabinet member was accommodated with the 
creation of the Department of Ag;iculture in 1889, ~t the table 
continued in use until 1902, when a new Cabinet Room was provided 
in the newly constructed West Wing. 

In 1961, Mrs . Kennedy reassembled the remaining pieces from 
the suite - this table, a sofa, and four chairs - in that same 
Second Floor room, renamed the Treaty Room, which had served as 
the Cabinet Room from 1865 to 1902. Removed to storage in 1989, 
but recalled for several important treaty signings , this table 
was returned to the Treaty Room in 1993 for use as a desk by 
President Bill Clinton. 

Among the historic documents which have been signed on 
this table are the following: 

1. The Peace Protocol ending hostilities of the Spanish-American 
War, August 12, 1898 

In attendance in the Cabinet Room were President William 
McKinley, Secretary of State William Day, who signed for 
the United States, and French Ambassador Jules Cambon, who 
signed for Spain. The actual peace treaty, the Treaty of 
Paris, was signed on December 10. 

2. The Pact of Paris ( Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact), 
January 15, 1929 

The table was moved from the Second Floor to the East Room 
for President Calvin Coolidge to sign this pact after its 
ratification by the Senate. The pact, signed in Paris by 
15 nations on August 27, 1928 and eventually adhered to by 
48 others, provided that the contracting powers would 
"condemn recourse to war for the solution of international 
controversies, and renounce it as an instrument of national 
policy". A war of self-defense, however, was understood to 
be excepted. 



3. Arms Limitation Treaty with the Soviet Union, October 3, 1972 

The table was moved from the Treaty Room to the East Room 
for President Richard M. Nixon and Andrei A. Gromyko, 
Soviet Minister of Foreign Affairs, to sign this "Treaty on 
Limitation of Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems and Interim 
Agreement on the Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms". 

4. Peaceful Nuclear Explosion Treaty with the Soviet Union, 
May 28, 1976 

The table was again moved to the East Room for President 
Gerald R. Ford to sign this "Treaty on Underground Nuclear 
Explosion for Peaceful Purposes". 

5. Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty, March 26 , 1979 

The table was moved to the ~orth Lawn in front~Qf the North 
Portico for the signing by President Anwar Sadat of Egypt 
and Prime Minister Menachem Begin of Israel, with President 
Jimmy Carter witnessing, of the "Treaty of Peace Between the 
Arab Republic of Egypt and the State of Israel". 

6. Intermediate Nuclear Forces Treaty with the Soviet Union, 
December 8, 1987 

The table was moved to the East Room for President Ronald w. 
Reagan and Mikhail S. Gorbachev , General Secretary of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, to sign this "Treaty ..• on the Elimination of Their 
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles". 

7. Agreements and Protocols with the Soviet Union, June 1, 1990 

The table was placed in the East Room for President George 
Bush and Mikhail S. Gorbachev, President of the Soviet 
Union, to sign an "Agreement on Destruction and Non­
Production of Chemical Weapons " and a "Protocol to the 
Treaty on the Limitation of Underground Nuclear Weapon 
Tests", among other documents. The table was also used for 
a news conference held by the two presidents in the East 
Room on June 3. 

8. Treaties and Agreements with several of the former Soviet 
Republics, 1992 

The table was placed in the East Room for President George 
Bush for signing ceremonies with the Ukraine (May 6 ) , 
Kazakhstan ( May. 19), Russia ( June 17 ) . 



9 . The Israel-Palestinian Agreement, September 13, 1993 

The table was placed on the South Lawn for signing 
ceremonies hosted by President Bill Clinton in the presence 
of Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Chairman Yasser Arafat. 
The signing by Israeli Foreign M1.nister Shimon Peres and PLO 
Executive Council Member Mahmoud Abbas was witnessed by 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher and Russian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev. The audience included former 
Presidents Jimmy Carter and George Bush. 

------- ----------



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WAS HI NGTON 

THE MAP ROOM 

Office of the Curator 
February 1997 

In the 19th century, the Ground Floor was devoted to service 
functions - kitchens, laundry, furnace, storage. At that time 
this room was one of several bedrooms for the household staff . 
During the Theodore Roosevelt Renovation of 1902, when several 
of the Ground Floor rooms were improved to assist in official 
entertaining, this room became a ladies cloak or dressing room. 
From about 1917 to 1929 it was used also as the billiard room. 

Shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor i n 1941, this room 
was converted into an extremely private situation or "Map Room" 
in which President Franklin D. Roosevelt could monitor the 
campaigns of World War II and receive and send sensitive 
communications. The furniture for a small cadr e of duty officers 
was placed in the center of the room so that the President could 
be wheeled around the edge of the room in order to study wall ­
mounted maps - the Atlantic Theater on the east wall, the Pacific 
on the west - dotted with pins tracing military movements and 
capital ship pos itions. One special pin marked the location of 
the destroyer on which Franklin Jr. was serving. 

Access to this room was limited to a few key military aides 
and the Pr es ident 's closest advisor, Harry Hopkins. As a 
military installation, the Secret Service was not admitted and 
members of the Cabinet only rarely. British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill, however, was a regular visitor when in 
Washington; in fact the idea for the room was based on a facility 
in his offices in London. President Roosevelt visited the room 
daily until mid-1944, after which time briefing materials were 
taken to him . President Harry S. Truman also used the room 
through the end of the war. 

In 1951, as part of the Truman Renovation, the room was 
rebuilt with pine paneling fashioned from old timbers removed 
during the reconstruction o f the interior of the building. 
A simple mantelpiece was carved from old removed sandstone. 
The door to the Diplomatic Reception Room was moved to its 
current location in the northeast corner. 
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During the Kennedy administration the room was occupied for 
a time by the newly created Curator's Office. During the Lyndon 
Johnson administration, the room was divided by a partition; the 
Secret Service occupied the north end, the Doctor's Offi ce used 
the south end via a door i n the wes t wall l eading to the o~her 
rooms of the medical suite . 

At the request of President Nixon in 1970, the room was 
refurbished as a private drawing room which the President o r 
First Lady could use for meetings, especially during the hours 
when the other Ground and State Floor Rooms were open for ~ours. 
The pine paneling was painted, but the s andstone mantel was 
retained. The single window was hung with a red silk damask 
lambrequin. 

The room was filled with furniture in the Chippendale style, 
c.1760-1780; although predating the construction of the building, 
furniture of this style was used in the preceding presidential 
residences in New York and Philadelphia, some of which was 
probably brought to the new President's House when the government 
moved to Washington in 1800. 

To link its World War II function and its new decor, a 1755 
map of Virginia and Maryland co-authored by Thomas Jefferson's 
father Peter was hung on the east wall in a hinged frame. 
It opened to reveal a complete set of maps of the world provided 
by the National Geographic Society, reminiscent of a case of the 
Society's maps which stood in the room during the War. 

This new f ormal parlor was inaugurated on May 27, 1970, 
when President Richard Nixon received former President Lyndon 
Johnson before a luncheon honoring the Speaker of the House, 
John McCormack. It was also in this room t hat National Security 
Advisor Henry Kissinger held meetings to plan President Nixon's 
1972 trip in China . 

In 1982, the marble floor installed in 1951 was covered with 
a mahogany floor more appropriate for an 18th-century-style 
American room . 

In 1993 , the last situation map prepared in this room in 
1945 for President Roosevelt was returned to the room as a gift 
from one of the naval officers who served there . In 1994, after 
some changes in the woodwork, the walls were painted a lighter 
white, and the furnishings were rea rranged and changed to make 
the room more serviceable for the President and Mrs. Clinton. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

EAST ROOM 

The East Room, scene of many historic White House events, was 
designated by architect, James Hoban, as the "Public Audience 
Room." I t normally contains little furniture and traditionally 
is used for large gatherings, such as dances, after dinner 
entertainment, concerts, weddings, funerals, award presentations, 
press conferences, and bill signing ceremonies. 

History: 

1800 

1801 

1829 

1861 

1873 

1902 

1952 

- When John and Abigail Adams moved into the White 
House, this room was incomplete. The laundry was 
hung in this room. 

- Thomas Jefferson had the south end of the room 
partitioned into two rooms to create a bedroom and 
an office for his secretary, Meriwether Lewis, 
later co- leader of the Lewis and Clark expedition. 

- Room first fully decorated under Andrew Jackson. 

- During the Civil war, Union troops quartered in 
this room for a time. 

- Under Ulysses s. Grant, room decorated in 
Victorian style referred to as "Steamboat Gothic." 

- Under Theodore Roosevelt, room redecorated by 
McKim, Mead and White in classical revival s tyle. 

- Paneling and ceiling modified during the Truman 
Renovation. 

State Occasions: 

February 24, 1902 

April 22, 1980 

October 4, 1994 

- Dinner honoring Prince Henry of 
Prussia (Theodore Roosevelt 
Administration) 

- Luncheon honoring King Baudouin and 
Queen Fabiola of Belgium (Jimmy Carter 
Administration) 

- Dinner honoring President Nelson 
Mandela of South Africa (Bill Clinton 
Administration) 



Weddings: 

Presidential daughters -

- Elizabeth Tyler, 1842 
- Nellie Grant, 1874 
- Alice Roosevelt, 1906 
- Jessie Wilson, 1913 
- Lynda Johnson, 1967 

Lying in State: 

Seven of eight presidents who died in office have lain in 
state in the East Room. President James A. Garfield, 1881, 
was the exception. 

- William Henry Harrison, 1841 
- Zachary Taylor, 1850 
- Abraham Lincoln, 1865 
- William McKinley, 1901 
- Warren G. Harding, 1923 
- Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1945 
- John F. Kennedy, 1963 

Other funerals included three first ladies -

- Letitia Christian Tyler, 1842 
- Caroline Lavinia Scott Harrison, 1892 
- Ellen Louise Axson Wilson, 1914 

Also of Interest: 

- President Dwight D. Eisenhower takes oath of office to 
begin his second term on Sunday, January 20, 1957. 
Inauguration at U.S. Capitol held on Monday, January 21. 

- President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act, 
July 2, 1964 . 

- Gerald R. Ford is sworn in as President, August 9, 1974 . 

Prime Minister Menachem Begin of Israel and President 
Anwar Sadat of Egypt signed the Camp David accords, 
establishing a framework for peace in the Middle East, 
September 17, 1978. 



THE EAST ROOM Office of the Curator 
June 1994 

ARTWORK 

William McKinley by Harriet Anderson Stubbs Murphy ( 1852-1935 ) 
oil on canvas , 1902. One of the few portraits in the White 
House Collection painted by a woman. The artist signed it, 
however, with her husband's name . 
U.S. Government purchase . 903.1413.1 

Martha Dandridge Custis Washington (Mrs . George Washington) 
by El ipha l et F. Andrews (1835-1915) 

oil on canvas, 1878. Head is believed t o be modeled after a 
Gilbert Stuart portrait painted in 1796. President Hayes' 
niece, Emily Hastings, posed for the hands. 
U.S. Government purchase. 878.1289 . 1 

George Washington by Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) 
oil on canvas , 1797. One of several r e plicas painted by the 
artist of his ori ginal commissioned by Senator William 
Bingham in 1796 ( the second replica , the "Lansdowne" 
portrait now on exhibit at the National Portrait Gallery). 
It is the only object known to have remained in the White 
House since 1800. On August 2 4 , 1814, during the War of 
1812, while preparing to flee the White House before British 
troops approached Washington, Dolley Madison ordered the 
portrait taken away for safekeeping. The frame was broken , 
as it was bolted to the wall, and the painting was removed 
intact . The canvas was not cut from the s tretcher and 
rolled up. The painting was returned t o the White House in 
1817. 
U.S. Government purchase. 800. 1290.1 

Theodore Roosevelt by John Singer Sargent (18 56-1925) 
oil on canvas , 1903. Painted from life in the White House 
in the year after the Theodore Roosevelt Renovation 
introduced the Georgian style to the East Room. 
President Roosevelt is depicted, having just descended the 
stairs, by one of the f o remost portraitists of his day. 
In a letter written to his son, Kermit, Roosevelt indicated 
that the landing of the "big stairs" was selected as the 
painting site because the artist felt the light was best 
there. 
U.S. Government purchase. 903.1328.1 
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FURNISHINGS 

North Wall 

CORNICES, set of seven ( three each on north and south walls, 
elongated single on east wall), gilded cherry, 1902, 
purchased from L. Marcotte & Company, New York . 
Tied oak branches on arched center. 
Among the furnishings ordered by McKim, 
Theodore Roosevelt Renovation, 1902. 

Mead & White for the 
902 . 3041.1-6 
902.3042.1 

TORCHERES, set of four ( two each on north and south walls), 
gilded metal and cut glass, c.1902, purchased from 
L. Marcotte & Company, New York. 
Elaborate classical motifs on shaft; fruit and shell 
pendants; glasswork simplified during the Kennedy 
administration. 
Among the furnishings ordered by McKim, Mead & White for the 
Theodore Roosevelt Renovation, 1902. 902.1297- 1300 

BENCHES, eight f r om a set of thirteen, gilded mahogany, c.1902, 
purchased from L. Marcotte & Company, New York. 
Louis XVI revival style; spiral-turned legs; saltire 
stretcher. 
Among che furnishings ordered by McKim, Mead & White 
for the Theodore Roosevelt Renovation, 1902; made for the 
East Room in two sizes - two small each on norch and south 
walls (903 . 553, 559, 562-3), t wo medium (903.555, 560 ) on 
east wall. The t wo large on east wall (903.557- 558 ) were 
medium benches excended during the Truman Renovation. 

East Wall 

MANTELS, set of four (t wo each on east and west walls ) , 
red marble, 1951, designed by Lorenzo Winslow, c arved by 
Standard Art Marble & Tile Co. 
Vermont "Rouge antique" marble (marbleized 
white, siena, black 1979-1995; marbleizing 
Made for the Truman Renovation. 

white 1961-1979; 
removed 1 995 ) . 

P51.B02260.l - 4 

ANDIRONS, four pairs, gilded brass, c . 1902, 
purchased from L. Marcotte & Company, New York. 
Louis XVI scyle; urn with ram's head handles. 
Among the furnishings order ed by McKim, Mead & White f o r 
the Theodore Roosevelt Renovation, 1902. 

903.1313, 1316, 1319, 1326 

WINE COOLERS, four from a set of six, gilded silver, 1809-10, 
London, made by Paul Storr. 
Medici shape; classical bacchanalian procession; 
satyr masque handle mounts. 
Bequest of Mrs. Margaret Thompson Biddle. 958.4147.1-6 



-3-

East Wall (continued) 

CANDELABRA, pair, cut glass and brass, 
late 18th-early 19th century, England. 
Gift of White House Furnishings Committee 

and Mrs. Harriet B. Pratt. 
929.1352.1 
929.1373.1 

MIRRORS, set of four (two each on east and west walls), gilded 
wood and glass, 1952, made by Knipp & Company, Baltimore. 
Wrapped reeds; surmounting spread-winged eagle. 
Installed during the Truman Renovation. P52.H02259.l-4 

SCONCES, pair, gilded bronze, c.1835, France. 
Griffin torso; set with two partially gilded pairs in the 
Blue Room; bear stamp of King Louis-Philippe's Chateau de 
Neuilly. 
Anonymous donation. 962 . 245.7-8 

West Wall 

CANDELABRA, pair, gilded bronze, c.1817, Paris. 
Classical woman on plinth. 
Among the French furnishings purchased by President James 
Monroe in 1817; designated for the "Sitting room or Parlor" 
(Red Room) . 817.1503-1504 

CANDELABRA, pair, gilded bronze, c . 1817, Paris, 
attributed to (Pierre-Philippe ) Thomire & Company. 
Classical woman on globe atop plinth with martial mounts. 
Among the French furnishings purchased by President James 
Monroe in 1817; designated for the "large oval room" 
(Blue Room) . 817.1423-1424 

WINE COOLERS, t wo of four, gilded silver, 1806-07, London, 
made by William Pitts. 
Classical bacchanalian procession; horsehead handle mounts. 
Bequest of Mrs. Margaret Thompson Biddle. 958.4148.1-4 

CHANDELIERS, set of three, cut glass and gilded brass, c.1902, 
purchased from E.F. Caldwell & Company, New York. 
Bohemian glass; t wenty-four electric candle arms, 
twenty-nine interior lights; shortened and modified during 
the Truman Renovation . 
Among the furnishings ordered by McKim, Mead & White for the 
Theodore Roosevelt Renovation, 1902. 902.3055-3057 

RUGS, wool, 1994, New York, made by Edward Fields, Inc. 
Center - 23'4 x 30'7 1/2; ends - 15'10-16' x 23'4. 
Three pieces in Adamesque style, largely derived from the 
1951 plasterwork of the East Room ceiling; colors derived 
from Robert Adam rug designs, 1769-1775. 
Gift of The White House Endowment Fund 



TH E WH IT E HOUSE 

WA S HIN G TON 

MAP ROOM - ARCHITECTURE RELATED SUBJECTS 

The walls of the Map Room are made from the old pine structural 
timbers from the White House installed when it was rebuilt in 
1817 . They were removed during the Truman renovation and made 
into paneling for the Map Room, Library, Vermeil Room and China 
Room. · 

The mantel in the Map Room, of original White House stone, was 
carved and installed in the room in 1951 . 

,,.. 
Portrait of Benjamin Henry Latrobe by Charles Willson Peale -
Latrobe was the first professional architect in America. He 
worked with Jefferson to design the east and west colonnades and 
did other work in the President's House such as replacing the 
leaking roof and installing a staircase and water closets . The 
portrait was painted in 1804, the year Jefferson appointed 
Latrobe "Surveyor of Publ ic Buildings." (Latrobe also worked on 
the Capitol, designed Decatur House and St . John's Church on 
Lafayette Square . } 

In the Library is a small portrait of James Hoban, the architect 
of the White House. Hoban won the competition in 1792 to design 
a house for the President . He supervised its construction and 
later oversaw the reconstruction after the 1814 fire. 

•. 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 31, 1 995 
page 1 OF 2 

WHITE BOOSE ENDOWMENT POND ANNOUNCES COXPLETION OP 
BLUE ROOM RENOVATIONS AND REFURBISHING 

WASHINGTON, DC -- The White House Endowment Fund is plea sed to 
announce their participation and support in the completion of the 
renovation of the Blue Room of the White House. 

Renovating and refurbishing of the Blue Room began on January 3 , 
1995 . Work done in the Blue Room includes repl acing the wall 
paper, drapes and furniture fabric, r epainting the room, and the 
preservation and conservation of historic objects in the room. 

The Blue Room project is the firs,t major White House renovation 
project funded exclusively by the White House Endowment Fund. 
The Blue Room will be officially reopened on February 17, 1995 at 
the bi-annual meeting of the Committee for The Preservation of 
the White House. 

The White House Endowment Fund was established in 1990 a s a non­
profit charitable organization and subsidiary of the White House 
Historical Association to raise a $25 million endowment . The 
purpose of this endowment is to support, in perpetuity, the 
preservation and conservation of the public rooms of the White 
House, and the acquisition of objects for the White House 
collection of fine and decorative arts. 

The estimated cost for the renovation and refurbishing of the 
Blue Room is $358,358.80. Funds sufficient to underwrite the 
cost of the project were made available through the investment 
proceeds accrued from the Endowment Fund's current principal of 
$12 million. 

The Chief Usher and Curator of The White House are authorized to 
request support from the endowment for all projects . The Board 
of Directors of the White House Endowment Fund is responsible for 
raising the endowment and approving expenditures within an amount 
specified for spending each year. contributions made to the 
White House Endowment Fund are tax-deductible to the maximum 
extent allowed by law. 

-more-

740JACKSON PL.ACE. NW ♦ \\'ASHINGTOS. 0 .C. 20503 ♦ 202/789-1145 

FAX 202/789-<»40 



Blue Room - Endowment Fund 
page 2 of 2 

The Chair of the White House Endowment Fund is Mrs. Nancy M. 
Folger . More than one hundred and fifty individual s, 
corporations, and private foundations have contributed t o the 
White House Endowment Fund. 

For additional information contact: Mr . Neil Horstman, Executive 
Vice President, White House Historical Association - 202- 737-
0025, or, Mrs. Nancy M. Folger, Chair, the White House Endowment 
Fund - 202-789-1145 . 

Ill 
Attached: List of suppliers 

EDITORS NOTE: The Blue Room will be officially unveiled on 
February 17, 1995 at the meeting of the Committee for the 
Preservation of the White House. There will be a press preview 
of the room and an opportunity to talk with the First Lady and 
the individuals involved in the renovation and refurbishing 
project at that time. Space for this press preview is limited . 
Please contact the First Lady 's Press Office is you would like to 
cover this event - 202-456- 2960 . 
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1995 BLUE ROOM RENOVATION 

SUPPLIERS 
ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURES 

WALLPAPER (manu facture) 

Mr . Thomas Marshall 
Brunschwig & Fil s 
(914) 684-5800 

WALLPAPER (installation) 

Mr. Robert Kelly 
WRN Associates 
(413 ) 243-3489 

FABRIC 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Bitter (Adriana) 
Scalamandre Silks, Inc . 
(718} 361-8500 

UPHOLSTERY (labor) 
DRAPERY (labor) 

Mr . Nelson Wurz 
Nelson Beck of Washington, I nc . 
(202) 387-4114 

GILDING WORK (furniture) 

Mr. Thom Gentle 
Thom Gentle Consultants 
(802} 694-1475 

PAINTING & ARCHITECTURAL GILDING 

Mr. Brandon Thompson 
Interiors 
(703) 519-8870 

MARBLE WORK 

' Mr. Daniel Err igo 
U. S. Marbl e & Granite 
(301) 595-7400 

$ 2 4 ,215.00 

$13,133 . 80 

$112,000.00 

S 38,250.00 
S 15,000.00 

S 25,000.00 

$ 61,560 . 00 

S 3,500 .00 
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REIMBURSEMENT TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
(labor and other support) 

ESTIMATED COST FOR CARPET 

ESTIMATE TOTAL 

S 17,200 . 00 

S 4 8,500.00 

$358,358.80 



History 

TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

THE BLUE ROOM 

Office of the Curator 
January 1995 

White House architect James Hoban's 1792 plans for the 
"President's House" noted that the first floor oval room was to 
be the most elegant of the formal State Rooms. For John Adams 
and Thomas Jefferson, however, the room served as the principal 
entrance, its windows opening to wooden stairs which led to the 
south grounds. 

It was not until 1809 that the room became the principal 
formal drawing room of the White House when it was completely 
furnished by Doll ey Madison and Benjamin Latrobe. The Madisons 
received their guests there on Ne w Year's Day in 1810 i n what was 
then called the "OVal Drawing Room. " Among the objects which 
Dolley Madison had removed to saf ety before evacuating the house 
in 1814 were the red velvet draperies hanging in this room. 

In the refurnishing of the house after the fire of 1814, 
the Monroes ordered mahogany furniture fo r this room, but the 
purchasing agents in France substituted a 53-piece suite of 
gilded furniture made in Paris by Pierre-Antoine Bellang~. 
Although most of this suite was sold at auction in 1860, 
eight original pieces have been returned to the room since 1961 . 

The room was known by its shape - "Elliptical", "Oval", or 
"Circular" - until the color was changed to blue in 1837 under 
Martin Van Buren. It then became the "Blue Room," although it 
was called the "Violet Blue Parlor" under the Grants and the 
"Robin·• s Egg Bl';le Room" after Chester Arthur's redecoration. 

The room has been the scene of many family celebrations . 
Two of President Hayes' children were christened there in 1877. 
In 1886, the only President to be married in the White House, 
Grover Cleveland, was joined in marriage to his former ward, 
Frances Folsom, in a Blue Room ceremony. In this century Woodrow 
Wilson's daughter, Eleanor, was also married in the room. 

Although special meetings, luncheons, and dinners have been 
held in the room, throughout the years it has continued to be 
used for the purpose first intended - the formal reception room 
of the White House . It is here that the President and his wife 
often receive guests during State receptions and where the 
credentials of foreign ambassadors have been presented to the 
President. The first Chinese delegation to present credentials 
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to an American President was received by President Hayes in the 
Blue Room in 1878. Since 1961 (excepting 1962 and 1969), t he 
principal White House Christmas tree has been placed in the 
center of the r oom. 

The room was refu~ished in 1963 (Kennedy), utilizing the 
three original Bellange chairs (one arm, two side) which had been 
reacquired for the White House collection in 1961-62 and eleven 
reproductions (seven arm, four side) made in 1962. All of the 
chairs were upholstered in a aquamarine silk with a cream:colored 
eagle medallion based on the upholstery on an oval-back Monroe­
era chair depicted in a portrait of President Monroe by John 
Vanderlyn (City of New York ). Since many White House walls in 
the early 19th century were painted o r papered i n light colors , 
the dark blue wall cloth from the Truman Renovation was replaced 
wit h a striped off-white fabric. 

The room was refurbished again in 1972 (Nixon ) . The 
upholstery design was modified o n a new silk fabric o f a deeper 
col o r used on the Bellang~ chairs, which now i ncluded three 
additional original armchairs and the berg~re. New draperies 
based on early-19th-century French sources were installed. 
The walls were covered with a wallpaper derived from a French 
fragment, c.1800, probably made by Jacquemart et Bfnard. The 
ceiling medallion and cornice were replaced, based on examples 
from local houses contemporary with the Monroe White House . 
In 1975, an oval blue Chinese rug was acquired, complementing 
the shape of the room. In 1981, one of two original curved-frame 
Bellange sofas, acquired in 1978, was added to the room's 
furnishings. 

Fo r the 1995 refurbishing, the Committee f o r the 
Preservation of the White House selected a darker, sapphire blue 
for the silk upholstery fabric which repeated the previous gold 
eagle medallion design derived from a chair in the portrait of 
President Monroe. The draperies, retaining the 1972 design 
derived from early-19th-century French sour ces , are o f a plain 
sapphire satin trimmed with a blue and gold tape adapted from 
the wallpaper frieze and topped by blue and gold valances. 
All fabrics were made by Scalamandr~ Silks, Inc., New York . 

The walls have been hung with a light gold ground paper, 
bearing alternating classical medallions in a darker gold, 
adapted from an early-19th-century American paper, probably 
copied from a French paper, in the collection of t he Society 
for the Preservation o f New England Ant iquities i n Boston. 
The borders a re adapted from two early-19th-century French papers 
in the collection of the Cooper Hewitt National Design Museum, 
the Smithsonian Institut ion, in New York. The upper border is 
a blue drapery swag with gold classical motifs; the lower border 
along the chair rail has a blue and gold pattern with rosettes. 
This wallpaper was made by Brunschwig & Fils, New York. French 
papers were used i n the White House throughout the 19th century. 
In fact , President Monroe ordered five cases o f paper from France 
in 1817. 
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A carpet based on early-19th-century designs is being made 
for the room. (The mid-19th-century Chinese carpet which had 
been in the room since 1975 was badly worn and had to be 
replaced.) The new carpet is expected to be installed in April. 

The room has been painted and gilded to reflect the finishes 
in an American room of the first quarter of the 19th century . 
The acanthus leaves and three lines in the cornice have been 
gilded, as have the leaves and pearls in the ceiling medallion . 
[There is documentation of architectural gilding i n the White 
House as early as 1817 (the Cross Hall) and 1830 (the East 
Room)) . The wainscoting, door surrounds, windows and reveals, 
which have received extensive conservation redefining their 
details, have been painted white and rubbed to a "porcelain" 
finish. The faux marble paint on the baseboards has been removed 
to reveal the white marble installed in the Truman era. 

The White House Endowment Fund has contributed the funds to 
pay for the 1995 renovation and refurbishment of the Blue Room. 
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ARTWORK 

North Wall 

Bosto n Harbor by Fitz Hugh Lane (1804-1865) 
oil on canvas, 1854. Lane, a self-taught Massachusetts 
artist, is noted for his luminist maritime scenes painted in 
the 1850s . The general calm of this port view , centering 
on the distant Massachusetts State House, is partly 
disrupted by the steamboat slicing to the foreground. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Lew Wasserman. 963 . 507.1 

Ameri go Vespucci and Christopher Columbus 
by Giuseppe Ceracchi (1751-1801) 

marble, c.1815. These busts, with a third of George 
Washington, were modeled c.1790-1794 but c arved by the 
Pi sani brothers in Florence after Ceracchi's death. 
Al though his voyages were preceded by thos e of Columbus, 
o n l y Vespucci realized that they both had encountered a 
new continent, which later would be named for him. 
Purchased for the White House in 1817 during the Monroe 
administration. 817.3753.1 

817.1507.1 

William Howard Taft by Anders Zorn (1860 - 1920), Swedish 
oil on canvas, 1911 . Painted at the White House . 
President Taft is depicted in the Blue Room, seated in one 
of the 1902 armchairs, against the dark blue cloth-covered 
wall and white woodwork of the Theodore Roosevelt 
Renovation. 
U.S . Government purchase. 912.1415.1 

Boys Crabbing by William Ranney (1813 - 1857) 
oil on canvas, 1855. This scene of carefree youths enjoying 
a popular pastime, perhaps Ranney's best work, exemplifies 
the American genre style. Ranney is known for paintings of 
life on the western frontier and sporting scenes of hunting 
and fishing in the vicinity of his New Jersey studio . 
Gift of The Charles E. Merrill Trust. 972.940 . 1 

East Wall 

James Monroe by Samuel Finley Breese Morse (1791 - 1872) 
o il o n canvas, c.1819. Morse, an artist and inventor, 
stayed at the White House in 1819 and painted a bust-length 
likeness of Monroe used later by the artist to create a 
full-length portrait commissioned by Charleston, South 
Carolina, which hangs today in its City Hall. The Monroe 
family ordered a head study which is believed to be this 
portrait. 
Gift of Michael Straight. 965.587.1 
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South Wal l 

Elizabeth Kor t right Monroe (Mrs. James Monr oe ) 
attributed to John Vanderlyn (1775-1852 ) 

oil on canvas , 1816 or 1820. Vanderlyn also painted 
portraits o f James Monroe . 
On loan from Thomas J. and William K. Edwards . L74.88 . l 

James Madi son by John Vanderlyn (1775 - 1852) 
o i l on canvas, 1816 . Commi ssioned by James Monroe, 
Madison ' s Secr etary of Sta te and a friend o f the artist; 
de scended in the Monroe fami ly . 
Gift o f Mrs. Vincent Astor , t he George Brown Foundation, 
Inc. , The Charles W. Engelhard Foundation , The Ruth P . Field 
Fund, Inc. , Laurence Rockefeller, and the White House 
His t orical Associatio n . 968 . 627 . 1 

Thomas Jeffer son by Rembrandt Peale (1778 -1860) 
oil on canvas , 1800. Li fe portra it paint ed in Philadelphia 
while Jefferson was Vice President . Became the prototype 
for many Ame r ican and European engravings and the most 
popular 19th centur y image of Jefferson. 
Gift o f Mr . and Mrs : Paul Mellon . 962.3 95 . 1 

John Adams by J ohn Trumbull (1756-1843 ) 
oil on canvas, c.1792-93 . Painted whi le Adams was Vice 
Pr esident, commissioned by Chief J ustice J ohn J ay . 
Gift o f the White House Histor ica l Association . 986 . 1582 .1 

West Wall 

John Tyle r by George P. A. Healy (1813-1894 ) 
oil on c anvas , 1859 . Based on an earlier life portrait . 
Documents on table il l ustrat e his administration' s 
accomplishments , notably , r a t i fica t ion of the Northeastern 
Boundary Treaty, t he annexation o f Texas, and a treaty of 
peace with China . Crumpled i n his l e f t hand, is a copy of 
t he National Intell igencer, suggesting hi s dis pleasure wit h 
what had been the adminis trat i on's offici al paper . 
U. S. Government purchase. 859 .1403. 1 
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FURNISHINGS 

North Wall 

PEDESTALS, concrete, 1931, Washington, by John Early. 
Plain classical circular form; made for these busts. 
U.S. Government purchase. 931 . 1420. l & .1508.1 

East Wall 

SIDE CHAIR, gilded wood, 1962, American. 
Reproduction of original Bellang6 chairs, from set of 
eleven (7 arm, 4 side) placed in the Blue Room in 1962 and 
gradually replaced with original chairs as re-acquired . 
Gift of Charles Francis Adams. 962.179.9 

PIER TABLE, mahogany, marble, and glass, c.1810, France. 
Mahogany columns on round shelf projections; white marble 
top; drawer. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. C. Douglas Dillon. 961.33.1 

ARGAND LAMPS, pair , cut glass and br ass, c . 1810-1815, England. 
Original ly oil-burning with brighter, more smoke - free flame 
than earlier lamp forms ; cut glass casing of oil font. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.836.1-2 

STAND, one of pair , gilded bronze , c.1817, France. 
Shallow basin; three paw-footed legs topped by seated 
sphinxes; (see west wall). Among the French fu r ni shings 
purchased by President James Monroe in 1817; designated to 
accompany the plateau in the "dining room." 817.3677-78 

VASE, one of a pair, porcelain, c.1817, Paris, 
by Pierre Louis Dagoty. 
Scene of the Byzantine general, Belisarius, carrying a 
youth. Among the French furnishings purchased by President 
James Monroe in 1817; designated for the "Sitting room or 
Parlor" (Red Room) . 817 .1375 .1 

SCONCES, two pairs (with pair on west wall), bronze and gilded 
bronze, c.1835, France . 
Griffin torso; set with entirely gilded pair in East Room; 
bear stamp of King Louis-Philippe ' s Chateau de Neuilly. 
Anonymous donation. 962.245.3-6 

LOOKiijG GLASS, gilded wood and glass, c.1815, probably New York. 
tglomis~ (reverse-painted glass ) side panels and upper panel 
with eagle. Suggestive of overmantel mirror (a drawing 
survives) designed for this room by Benjamin Latrobe in 1809 
but destroyed in the fire of 1814. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.859.1 
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East Wall (continued) 

MANTEL, marble, c.1810-1815, probably France. 
Stylized caryatids suggestive of the 1817 mantels in the 
Green and Red Rooms; on frieze, head of Medusa, whose face 
would turn the beholder to stone. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.850.1 

FIREBACK, cast iron, c.1812, marked "Mark Richards/Philad". 
Decorated with starburst rosettes. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Edward V. Jones. 972.856.l 

ANDIRONS, pair, brass, c . 1883, American . 
Urn with ring-turned finial with ball tip ; double block 
plinth; spurred cabriole legs on ball - and-claw feet. 
Acquired for the Blue Room during the Tiffany redecoration. 
U.S. Government purchase. 883 .1990 .1-2 

FIRE TOOLS (shovel and tongs ) , brass and iron, c.1790-1800, 
probably New York . 
Acorn finials. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association. 980.1432.3-4 

FIRE SCREEN, brass and iron, c . 1800, American. 
Three-fold. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association. 980 . 1434.1 

FRUIT COOLERS, pair, porcelain, c.1824, France. 
Initials "WCE" for Massachusetts Governor William C. Eustis, 
to whom they were presented by the Marquis de Lafayette 
during his visit to the United States, 1824 - 1825. 
Gift of Grafton Minot. 962.311.1-2 

MANTEL CLOCK, gilded bronze, c.1817, Paris, 
case made by Deni~re et Matelin. 
Figure of the Carthaginian general , Hannibal (247-183 /182 
B.C.) with mounts commemorating victories over the Romans. 
Among the French furnishings purchased by President James 
Monroe in 1817; designated for the "Sitting room or Parlor" 
(Red Room) . 817.1362.l 
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East Wall (continued) 

SEAT FURNITURE, gilded beechwood, c.1917, Paris, made by 
Pierre-Antoine Bellang~. Four armchairs (usually flanking 
fireplace), one berg~re (larger armchair with closed arms -
in center window well), two side chairs (south wall) and 
sofa (west wall), were part of a suite purchased for the 
"large oval room" by President James Monroe in 1817. 
Although Monroe had ordered mahogany furniture, the 
purchasing agents in France substituted gilded furniture, 
a set originallt containing 18 armchairs, 18 side chairs, 
2 sofas, 2 bergeres, 4 stools, 6 footstools, 2 screens, and 
1 pier table. Most of the furniture remained in the Blue 
Room until 1860 , at which time all but the pier table now 
in the Entrance Hall was sold at auction under President 
James Buchanan and replaced with Victorian furniture. 
Armchairs: Gift of Miss Catherine Bohlen. 361 . 14 . l 

Gift of National Society of Colonial 
Dames of the XVII Century . 963 . 510.1 

' Bergere: 
Anonymous donation. 973.950.1 & 973 . 956.1 
Anonymous donation. 972.838 . 1 

Side chairs: Anonymous donation. 962.226.1 & 962.227.1 
Sofa: Gift of the Edison Institute. 979.1394.1 

OCCASIONAL TABLE, mahogany and marble, late 18th century, France. 
Oblong; marble t op; brass trim. 
Gift of John Loeb. 962. 447.1 

GUERIDON (circular table ), gilded bronze and marble, 
late 18th century, Paris, stamp of Adam Weisweiler. 
By a German craftsman in Paris who was patronized by 
Queen Marie Antoinette. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.861.1 

South Wall 

ARMCHAIR, gilded wood, 1962 , American. 
Reproduction of original Bellang~ chairs, from set of 
eleven (7 arm, 4 side) placed in the Blue Room in 1962 and 
gradually replaced with original chairs as re - acquired. 
Gift of Charles Francis Adams. 962.179.4 

PIER TABLE, mahogany, marble, and glass, c.1815, New York, 
labeled by Char les-Honore Lannuier. 
Mahogany columns on square shelf projections; white marble 
top. 
Gift of Robert Knox. 961.168 . 1 

ARGAND LAMPS, pair, cut glass and brass, late 18th century, 
London, made by Johnston, Brookes & Co. 
Diamond-cut spheres as font and pedestal. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.864.1-2 

STAND (see east wall) 
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South Wall (continued) 

VASE, one of pair, porcelain, c.1817, Paris, 
by Pierre Louis Oagoty. 
Painted scene of the Greek poet, Horner, with a youth. 
Among the French furnishings purchased by President James 
Monroe in 1817; designated for the "Sitting room or Parlor" 
(Red Room). 817.1374.l 

West Wall 

OCCASIONAL TABLES, pair, mahogany and marble, late 18th century, 
France. 
Oblong; marble top; brass trim. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.860 . 1-2 

BOUILLOTTE LAMPS, pair, gilded bronze, c . 1790 - 1800, France. 
Gift of John Loeb. 962.445 . 1 - 2 

SOFA, ( see east wall) , gilded beechwood, c. 1817, Paris, 
made by Bellang6. 
curved frame to accommodate contour of the wall. 

ARMCHAIRS, two, gilded wood, 1962, American. 
Reproductions of original Bellang~ chairs, from set of 
eleven placed in the Blue Room in 1962 and gradually 
replaced with original chairs as re-acquired. 
Gift of Charles Francis Adams. 962.179.1, 6 

center 

CENTER TABLE, mahogany and marble, c.1817, France . 
Circular; white marble top. 
Among the furnishings purchased by President James Monroe in 
1817; designated for the "Sitting room or Parlor"(Red Room). 

PUNCH BOWL, porcelain, c.1760, Chinese Export. 
"Famille rose" decoration. 
White House Acquisition Fund. 

817.170.1 

971.691.l 

CHANDELIER, gilded wood and cut glass, c . 1815-1820, France. 
Eighteen light arms on ring with palmettes; feather crown . 
Gift o f J. Lloyd Hyde . 962.249.l 

WALLPAPER, silk-screened paper, 1995, New York, made by 
Brunschwig & Fils. 
Gold medallion-patterned ground paper adapted from an early-
19th-century American paper, probably after a French paper; 
drapery swag top border and classical rosette bottom border, 
both i n gold and a sapphire blue, after early-19th-century 
French papers. 
Gift o f the White House Endowment Fund . 



THE WH ITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Office of the Curator 
August 30, 1993 

THE PRESIDENT'S OVAL OFFICE 

In 1902, President Theodore Roosevelt had the architectural 
firm of McKim, Mead & White design and construct an office 
building to the west of the original White House at the end of 
the colonnade built in the Jefferson administration. From the 
Second Floor of the Executive Mansion he then removed his office 

-...,_ and Cabinet Room to new quarters i:-_ this "West Wing". 
The President's Room, which was then a rectangular rat1ier than an 
oval office, was placed in the southeast corner, the Cabinet Room 
adjoining it to the north. 

In 1909, President William Howard Taft expanded the wing to 
the south, constructing the first "Oval Office" at the center of 
this addition, moving the Cabinet Room to the southeast corner. 
In 1934, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt moved the Oval 
Office and its 1909 white marble mantel to its present southeast 
corner location and returned the Cabinet room to the northeast 
corner in a further-expanded West Wing. 

Architectural features of the present Oval Office include: 
the Presidential Seal in plaster relief in the ceiling; the 
classically- designed marble mantel which was original to the 
1909 Oval Office; the doors to the veranda and study, each with 
a pediment above a horizontal fasces, the classical symbol of 
the governing authority; and the window and shelf niches with 
s hell canopies. 

In August 1981, this room was painted its current colors -
an off-white color for the walls with the cornice and woodwork 
highlighted with a purer white. 

In August 1982, a new floor of walnut and white oak was 
added. Donated by Kentucky Wood Floors of Louisville, Kentucky, 
this hardwood floor replaced a wood-grain vinyl installed in 1969 
during the Nixon administration. That, in turn, replaced a cork 
flooring installed in Franklin Roosevelt's new office in 1934. 

During August 1988, the cove l ighting around the ceiling of 
the Oval Office was improved using the most recent developments 
in fluorescent lamp technology. These new fixtures , which are 
more compact and provide light 0£ warmer color, replaced lights 
originally installed during the Nixon Administration. 



-2-

On January 20, 1993, with the inauguration of President 
Clinton, new gold damask draperies were installed, consisting of 
a six -swag valance and three pairs of straight overcurtains in a 
popular 18th-century acanthus- leaf patter n. This fabric was made 
b y the New York firm , Scalamandre . A fragment of a red damask in 
this same pattern, found in the Philadelphia house once occupied 
by President George Washington, is now in the Valley Forge 
Museum. At the same time, the two high-back armchairs before 
the fireplace, acquired for the Oval Office in 1981, were 
reupholstered in a gold fabric. 

The changes to the Oval Office were completed in 
August 1993, under the direction of Little Rock designer, 
Kaki Hockersmith. An ornamental blue tape was added as trim 
to the drapery valance and panels _ Two sofas acquired _in 1990 
were rebuilt and recovered in a red-and-cream striped silk with 
pillows of red silk decorated wit h gilt leaf medallions. The 
seats of the cane-backed armchair s around the room were recovered 
in a speciall y made blue silk called "Little Rock diamond". All 
of these additional fabrics also were provided by Scalamandre. 

A new oval wool carpet was woven for the room in the 
Un ited States by Scalamandre. A d a rk blue field centers a 
f ull-col or Pr esidential Coat-of-Arms encircled by fifty white 
s tars a nd framed by a gilt r o p e band nestl ed into a plain red 
band. This f r aming band is r e peated on the exterior of the rug's 
border which features green o live bra nches and gold laurel 
wreathes sepa rated by red rosettes on a white field, framed on 
the interior by a gilt rope band . 

The objects in the Oval Office will be described on the 
following pages in a counter- clockwise direction beginning to 
the right of the door as one enters the room from the corridor. 
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Portrait o f Andrew Jackson by Thomas Sully (1783- 1872 ) 

The handsome portrait of Jackson to the right of the door 
was painted by Thomas Sully, one of America's foremost 
portraitists . After studying with John Trumbull and Gilbert 
Stuart, Sully opened a Philadelphia studio where he painted many 
illustrious Americans. He was also highly respected for 
encouraging young artists. This painting has been on loan to 
the White House from the National Gallery of Art since 1976. 

L76.NGA017.l 

Cane-Back Armchairs 

The four cane- backed armchairs around the room have been in 
use in the Oval Office since 1930 and were provided for the new 
West Wing in 1902 by A.H. Davenport, Boston, Massacttusetts. An 
interpretation of the later Federal style, circa 1810- 1825, one 
of these has arms scrolled atop partly-reeded supports over 
turned and reeded front legs; the other three have arms scrolled 
on concave supports over square tapering front legs. 

902.3482, 3485-86, .3488 

Eagle Card Table 

The mahogany folding-top card table below the northwest 
bookcase was made in Salem, Massachusetts, circa 1810. It is 
unusual in that the table top is supported by a large carved and 
gilded spread-winged eagle. This table was acquired for the 
White House in 1972 with funds contributed by the White House 
Historical Association. 972.898.1 

Bust of Thomas Jefferson 

The bust on the eagle card table belongs to President 
Clinton. A modern reduction of the 1786 bust by Jean-Antoine 
Houdon, it was produced of a bronze-toned synthetic material by 
Alva Studios. 

Pitcher 

The late-19th-century French porcelain pitcher in the north 
s helves features a magenta neck above a decorative device on one 
side of an American eagle and cross flags. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Joey Bishop. 962.279.l 
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Dinner Plates 

The two dinner plates flan.king the pitcher, made by 
Wedgwood, Etruria, England, are from a set of 60 such plates 
purchased for the White House in 1893 by Mrs. Frances Cleveland. 
They feature a edge band of red zig-zag and leaf motifs on a gilt 
ground. The rim is decorated with gilt swags on a cream ground. 

893.3843.1-51 

Bust of John F. Kennedy 

The bust in the north shelves o n the card table, belongs to 
President Clinton. Modeled by Robert Berks, it was produced of a 
bronze-toned synthetic material by Alva Studios. 

Gilt Baskets 

The pair of gilded silver baskets were made in London, circa 
1780-1788, by John Wakelin & William Taylor. The pierced oval 
baskets (1780-81 ) and stands (1787-88) are probably from a larger 
set with interchanged components . On the center of each side is 
the coat-of-arms of Order of the Garter, the highest order of 
British nobility. Part of the vermeil collection bequeathed to 
the White House by Mrs. Margaret Thompson Biddle in 1956. 

958.4179.1-2 

The small porcelain vase was made i n France c . 1800-1810. 
The dark blue ground is contrasted with a gilt floral spray 
framed by laurel leaves, gilt lion ' s head handles, and a gilt 
neck and foot. Gift of Miss Pauline Herrmance. 961.118.l 

Basket 

The silver-gilt basket, reeded like a cluster of bamboo, is 
from a set of 24 made in France for Tiffany & Co. in 1962. 
Gift of Mrs. Paul Mellon. 962.408.2 

Dinner Plates 

The two red-rimmed dinner plates flan.king the basket, are 
from a set of 24 such plates made by Lenox, Trenton, New Jersey, 
that was purchased in 1916 under President Woodrow Wilson to 
supplement a group of similar Wedgwood plates purchased for the 
White House in 1893 by Mrs. Frances Cleveland. 916.3845.1-17 
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Works of Theodore Roosevelt 

On the south shelves is a 24 - volume set of the writings of 
Roosevelt. Published in 1926, this limited edition was a gift 
from the Theodore Roosevelt Association in 1977. 

977.1332.1-24 

Bust of Theodore Roosevelt 

The bust in the south shelves belongs to President Clinton. 
Modeled by Gleb Derjinsky, it was produced of a bronze-toned 
synthetic material by Alva Studios with the subject ' s facsimile 
signature on the base. 

Sapphire Busts - Washington, Jef=erson, Lincoln .. . 

The square display case in the south bookcase niche contains 
three presidential busts carved from some of the world's largest 
sapphires found in Queensland, Australia. These gemstone 
sculptures were a 1983 gift from the Kasanjian Foundation, which 
had acquired the stones and commissioned their carving in the 
1950's. The bust of Abraham Lincoln - 1318 carats - was carved 
in 1951 by Norman Maness, after a life-mask executed by Leonard 
Volk in 1860. This was followed by the 1056-carat bust of George 
Washington carved by Harry B. Derian after a bust of Jean-Antoine 
Houdon and a painting by Gilbert Stuart . The bust of Thomas 
Jefferson - 1381 carats - was also carved by Derian in 1957 after 
an 1825 life mask by J.H.I. Browere and a painting by Mather 
Brown. P88.A03441.l-3 

Chest of Drawers 

The mahogany chest of drawers to the right of the windows 
was made in the Hepplewhite style in Massachusetts, circa 1790. 
Each of the four graduated drawers in the serpentine front shows 
a rectangle of string inlay, the corners of which are filled with 
inlaid fan quadrants. This chest was acquired for the White 
House in 1977 with funds from the White House Historical 
Association. 977.1329.l 

- --- --



-6-

Sculpture - "Appeal to the Great Spirit" 
by Cyrus Edwin Dallin (1861-1944) 

Dallin, a native of Utah, was an eloquent defender of the 
American Indian, particularly through four great equestrian 
statues which depict the cycle of their relations with the 
white man. This image, first exhibited in 1908, was the fourth, 
a stoic and dignified appeal for deliverance, of which a 
monumental casting was installed in front of the Museum of Fine 
Arts in Boston in 1913, the year in which Dallin copyrighted the 
image. In 1916, he collaborated with the Gorham Company foundry 
in producing reductions of his Indian statues in three sizes. 
This example, an early casting of the middle size, circa 1916, 
was given to the White House in 1991 by The Barra Foundation, 
Inc. _ 991.1694.1 

.-
Painting - "The President's House" by an Unknown Artist 

after William Henry Bartlett (1809-1854). 

This slightly fanciful depiction of the White House above 
Tiber Creek, where now runs Constitution Avenue, is believed to 
have been executed in the mid-nineteenth century after an 1839 
engraving of a drawing by English artist, William Henry Bartlett. 
This painting was a gift to the White House from Mr . and Mrs. 
Hawley s . Simpson in 1967. 967.611.1 

Sofa Table 

The modern sofa table against the windows, made in the late­
Sheraton style by Smith & Watson, New York, was acquired for the 
Oval Office in 1969. Fitted with drop leaves and drawers, it is 
supported at each end by a flat pedestal on splayed legs braced 
by an arching trestle. 

Bust of Abraham Lincoln 

The bust on the sofa table, a commercial casting modeled 
originally by Robert Berks in 1958, belongs to President Clinton. 

Bust of Franklin 0. Roosevelt 

The bust on the sofa table, belongs to President Clinton. 
Modeled by Jo Davidson in 1934, it was produced of a bronze-toned 
synthetic material by Aiva Studios. 
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"Resolute" Desk 

This double pedestal desk, usually called the "Resolute 
desk", was made from the oak timbers of the British ship H.M.S. 
Resolute as a gift to President Rutherford B. Hayes from Queen 
Victoria in 1880. It has been used by every president since 
Hayes, excepting Presidents Johnson, Nixon, and Ford, 1964-1977. 

It was used in the President ' s Office on the Second Floor of 
the Residence from 1880 until 1902, at which time the office was 
moved to the newly constructed West Wing. This desk remained, 
however, on the Second Floor of the Residence in the President ' s 
Study. President Franklin o. Roosevelt requested that the rear 
kneehole be fitted with a panel carved with the presidential 

.....,,_ coat-of-arms, but he did not live to see it installed in 1945. 
~ 

After the Truman Renovation of the White House;::-1948-1952, 
it was placed in the Broadcast Room on the Ground Floor where it 
was used by President Dwight D. Eisenhower during radio and 
television broadcasts. It was first used in the Oval Office in 
1961 at the request of President John F. Kennedy. After President 
Lyndon B. Johnson selected another desk for his office, it was 
lent to a Kennedy Library traveling exhibition, 1964-1965, and 
then to the Smithsonian Institution for exhibition, 1966-1977. 

In January 1977, President Jimmy carter requested that this 
historic desk be returned to the White House for use again in the 
Oval Office. In 1981, President Ronald w. Reagan also chose to 
use this desk in the oval Office. President George Bush used it 
in the OVal Office for five months in 1989 before having it moved 
to his Residence Office in exchange for a partner's desk which he 
had used in his West Wing office as Vice President. 

On January 20, 1993, this historic desk was returned to the 
Oval Office for use by President Clinton. 

A brass plaque affixed to the desk records the history of 
its creation: 

"H. M.S. 'Resolute', forming part of the expedition sent 
in search of Sir John Franklin in 1852, was abandoned in 
Latitude 74•41 • N. Longitude 101•22• W. on 15th May 1854. 
She was discovered and e xtricated in September 1855, in 
Latitude 67• N. by Captain Buddington of the United States 
Whaler 'George Henry' . The ship was purchased, fitted out 
and sent to England, as a gift to Her Majesty Queen Victoria 
by the President and People of the United States, as a token 
of goodwill & friendship. This table was made from her 
timbers when she was broken up, and is presented by the 
Queen of Great Britain & Ireland, to the President of the 
United States, as a memorial of the courtesy and loving 
kindness which dictated the offer of the gift of the 
"Resolute' . " 

- ---------
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Desk Chair 

The brown leather desk chair was acquired by the White House 
in 1989. 

Pair of Chinese Fish Bowls 

The large circular porcelain bowls presently being used as 
planters on either side of the sofa table were made in China, 
circa 1800. Decorated in the "famille rose" style with exotic 
birds among rocks and flowering trees on a white ground, they 
were a gift to the White House from Mrs. Lammot duPont Copeland 
in 1980. 980.1420.1-2 

Chest of Drawers 

The simple mahogany chest to the left of the south windows 
is a mid-nineteenth-century country version of a Federal-style 
chest of the late eighteenth century. Four graduated drawers are 
ornamented with satinwood stringing and brass pulls stamped with 
the American eagle. This American chest was acquired with 
contributed funds in 1962. 962 . 335.1 

Sculpture - "The Thinker" by Auguste Rodin (1840-1917) 

This bronze 
the 20th century 
descended in the 
French statesman 
It has been lent 
B. Gerald Cantor 
mid-1970s. 

of Rodin's famous sculpture was cast early in 
by the Alexis Rudier Foundry. It reportedly 
Rodin family until it was given to Paul Downer, 
and President of the French Republic, 1931-32. 
for President Clinton 's Oval Office by the 
Collection, which acquired it in Paris in the 

L93.196.l 

Painting - "The Avenue in the Rain" 
by Frederick Childe Hassam (1859-1935 ) 

During and shortly after World War I, the streets of New 
York were often hung with flags and banners in support of the 
Allied war effort. From 1916 to 1919, Childe Hassam executed 
about 30 paintings of these patriotic scenes. Painted in 
February 1917, even before the United States entered the war , 
this oil on canvas, o ne of Hassam's best , s hows large American 
flags multiplied by their own reflections in the wet pavement. 
This painting was a gift to the White House in 1963 from 
T.M. Evans. 963 .422.1 
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Sculpture - "The Bronco Buster" 
by Frederic Remington (1861-1909) 

The important bronze sculpture of a cowboy riding a spirited 
horse was cast by the Roman Bronze Works, Corona, New York, circa 
1903. The original design, which was Remington's first work of 
sculpture, was copyrighted by him in 1895 and at first sand-cast 
by the Henry Bonnard Company. This example, #23 of the lost-wax 
castings executed by the Roman Bronze Works, was a gift to the 
White House in 1973 from Miss Virginia Hatfield and Mrs. Louise 
Hatfield Stickney in memory of their father, James T. Hatfield. 

973.1019.l 

Tall-Case Clock 

The case of the magnificen~ American clock standing against 
the east wall was probably made by John and Thomas Seymour, 
prominent Boston cabinetmakers, in the early nineteenth century. 
Although the dial is not marked, the works are possibly by James 
Deuell of Charlestown, Massachusetts, who made the works for a 
nearly identical Seymour case. This case is fashioned of a 
richly grained mahogany and features the beautiful craftsmanship 
of the Seymours. This clock and many other pieces of Seymour 
furniture were acquired for the White House in 1972 with funds 
contributed by the White House Historical Association. 972.919.1 

Card Tables 

The pair of mahogany folding-top card table flanking the 
mantel was made in New England, possibly in Connecticut, 1790-
1810 . Crafted in the Sheraton style with a bowed apron, turreted 
front corners, and tapering reeded legs, these tables are 
decorated with bands of a key- motif inlay and panels of fancy­
grained veneers. They were a gift to the White House from Mrs. 
Francis B. Crowninshield in 1946. 946.1333-1334 

Bust of Benjamin Franklin by Jean-Antoine Houdon (1741-1828) 

This portrait bust of Franklin in plain period dress is 
probably the most familiar depiction of this famous American 
statesman, largely because so many other artists copied Houdon's 
likeness. A terracotta bust executed in 1778, when Franklin was 
American minister to France, was possibly the original from which 
Houdon fashioned this bronze copy, the only one accepted to be by 
Houdon himself, and other plaster and marble copies. This 
important bust, by one of the most famous sculptors, was a gift 
to the White House in 1980 from J. William Middendorf, 11, and 
the White House Historical Association. 980.1427.l 
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Painting - "The Three Tetons" by Thomas Moran ( 1837-1926) 

The English-born Thomas Moran is best known for his 
landscapes of the American West, notably the Yosemite, Zion, 
Grand Canyon, and Yellowstone regions. His first trip west was 
in 1871 when he accompanied Dr. F.V. Hayden's s urvey party, the 
first officially to describe and map the Yellowstone Canyon. 
His watercolor studies, together with Hayden's reports and 
William H. Jackson's photographs, helped to convince the U.S. 
Government to establish Yellowstone National Park in 1872 as the 
first such public wilderness preserve in the country . This oil 
on canvas landscape, a view of the Idaho or western side of the 
Teton Range, was executed circa 1895, apparently from sketches 
made in 1879 during Moran's only visit to those mountains. 
It was a gift to the White House- from C.R. Smith in 1966. 

965: 591. l 

Portrait of George Washington by Rembrandt Peale (1778-1860) 

The portrait of George Washington over the mantel is one of 
the so-called "porthole" portraits by noted American artist , 
Rembrandt Peale. The original likeness, begun in 1823, is 
believed to be the one which now hangs in the Old Senate Chamber 
of the United States Capitol. From it, Peale painted 79 similar 
portraits, some in civilian dress, as the Capitol painting, and 
some in the buff and blue uniform of the Continental Army, such 
as this example. This oil on panel portrait was a gift to the 
White House from Mrs. John N.M. Howells in 1962. 962.313.l 

Mantel 

The white marble mantel was installed in t he original Oval 
Office when that room was constructed in the expanded West Wing 
in 1909 during the administration of President William Howard 
Taft. When the Oval Office was moved to its present location 
during the 1934 expansion of the West Wing, this mantel was 
installed in this new room. Its classical lines include Ionic 
columns, a frieze carved with drapery and rosettes, and a row of 
dentils beneath the cornice. P09.B02635.l 

Pair of Chinese Jars 

The tall porcelain jars on the mantel were made in China in 
the K'ang Hsi period (1662-1722). These baluster-shaped jars are 
decorated in the "kanulle verte" style with a handsome garden 
motif of flowering trees rising from behind walls. The lids are 
surmounted by polychrome "fo-dog" finials, a Buddhist guardian 
symbol. These vases were acquired for the White House in 1973. 

973 . 988 .1-2 



-11-

Chinese Export Porcelain Bowl 

The small circular bowl on the mantel, used for plants , was 
made in China early in the 19th century. It is decorated in the 
"famille rose" style with a gold and red cross-hatched border on 
the exterior and interior of the rim. The white exterior bears 
a scroll-framed reserve panel of a peacock. This bowl was a gift 
to the White House from Mrs . Herbert Pratt in 1929. 929.1356.l 

American Andirons 

The fireplace is equipped with a pair of Chippendale-style 
brass andirons made circa 1780. They have urn finial s atop tall 
columns supported by spurred cabriole legs on ball-and-claw feet. 
These andirons were acquired for the White House ir~ ~973 with 
funds contributed by the White House Historical Association. 

973.1022.1-2 

American Fender 

On the hearth stands a serpentine fender, circa 1800, 
probably made in New York. The brass rim supports three urn 
finials, while the iron wirework grill is decorated in a 
scrolled-vine motif. This fender was a gift to the White House 
from Sotheby-Parke Bernet , Inc . , in 1973. 973.968.1 

Firetools 

The set of brass firetools - shovel, poker, tongs, brush, 
and stand - have been used in the oval Office since the Kennedy 
administration. The tools feature a double-um finial, while the 
stand base is pierced in an oval pattern. POO . F00706.l-5 

Painting - "City of Washington From Beyond the Navy Yard" 
by George Cooke (1793-1849) 

This oil on canvas painting, to the left of the mantel, 
depicts. the city of Washington in 1833 as seen from the 
southeast, across the Anacostia River on which is situated the 
Washington Navy Yard. The White House can be seen at the l e ft 
center and the U.S . Capitol, with the Bulfinch dome, at t he right 
center. An engraving based on this painting was a popular 
nineteenth-century depiction of the city. This painting was a 
gift to the White Hous e fro m The Morris & Gwendolyn Cafritz 
Foundation i n 1972. 972.883.1 
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Bust of Harry S. Truman by Charles Keck ( 1875-1951) 

The bust of President Truman on the card table to the left 
of the mantel was cast in bronze in 1947 by the Roman Bronze 
Works, Corona, New York. It was presented to the President, 
who had posed for the sculptor in the Oval Office, by the 
American Legion in an Oval Office ceremony in June 1947. 

Armchairs 

The two upholstered armchairs in front of the fireplace were 
made in the Chippendale style by Kittinger & Co., Buffalo, New 
York. They feature a serpentine crest, upholstered arms on 
recessed concave supports, and cabriole front legs with carved 
knees and ball-and-claw feet. Tfiese chairs were purchased for 
the Oval Office in 1981. 

Pembroke Tables 

The breakfast or "pembroke" tables, adjacent to the sofas, 
were made in the Hepplewhite style in New York, circa 1785-1800. 
Each has a single drawer and drop leaves. The characteristic 
square tapering legs are inlaid with satinwood bellflowers, mock­
fluting, and cuffs, while satinwood stringing appears throughout. 
One table was a 1960 gift to the White House from the National 
Society of Interior Designers; the other was acquired to match in 
1973 with funds contributed by the White House Historical 
Association. 960 . 3773.1, 973 .1004 . 1 

Table Lamps 

Standing on the pembroke tables are a pair of French Empire 
porcelain urns made in Paris, c .1810, which have been mounted as 
lamps . An unidentified coat-of-arms appears on the heavy gold 
and red geometric band on the neck, a motif repeated on the 
shoulder of the bowl . Gilded handles emerge from classical white 
male masques. These were acquired with funds contributed to the 
White House in 1974. 974.1065.1 - 2 

Sofas 

The pair of modern upholstered sofas were purchased for the 
Oval Office in 1989. Of simple rectilinea r line with a rolled 
crest and arms, these sofas were purchased with funds donated for 
the 1989-1990 redecoration of the office. P89.H03471.l-2 
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Co f f e e Table 

The oval coffee table was s pecially designed for t he 1993 
redec orat ion. Made by Tros by , Atlanta , it features a star- inlai d 
cross-banded top on a low pede stal with four reeded legs . 

A new oval wool carpet, 30' 3 " x 23' 2 " , was woven for the 
room in the United States by Scalamandre. A dark blue field 
centers a full-c o lor Presidential Coat- of- Arms encircled by fifty 
white stars and framed by a gilt rope band nestled into a plain 
red band . Th is framin g band is repeated on the e x terior of the 
rug's border which features green olive branches an d gold laurel 
wreathes separated by red rosettes on a white field , f ramed on 
the interior by a gilt rope band . 
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WHITE BOOSE BND01fKENT FOND A>t)IOtJNCBS COXPLBTION OP 
BLOB ROOK RENOVATIONS ABD REFURBISHING 

WASHINGTON, DC - - The White House Endowment Fund is pleased to 
announce their part icipat ion and s upport in the completion of the 
renovation of the Bl ue Room o f the White House. 

Renovating and refurbis hing of the Blue Room began on January 3, 
1995. Work done in the Blue Room includes replacing the wall 
paper, drapes and furni t ure· fabric, repainting the room, and the 
preservation and conservat ion of •histor ic objects in the room . 

The Blue Room proje c t i s the f irs t maj or White House renovation 
project funded e xclusively by t h e White Hous e Endowment Fund. 
The Blue Room will be officia lly r eope ned on Fe bruary 1 7 , 1995 at 
the bi-annual meeting o f t h e Committee for The Preser vati on of 
the White House . 

The White House Endowment Fund was established in 1990 as a non­
profit charitable organization and subsidiary of the White House 
Historical Association to raise a $25 mil lion endowment. The 
purpose of this endowment is to support, ·in perpetuity, the 
preservation and conser vati on of t he public rooms of the White 
House, and the acquisit ion of objects for the White House 
collection of fine and decor ative arts. 

The estimated cost for t he r enovation and refurbishing of the 
Blue Room is $358,358 . 80. Funds sufficient to underwrite the 
cost of the project were made available through the investment 
proceeds accrued from t he Endowment Fund's current principal of 
$12 million. 

The Chief Usher and curator of The White House are authorized to 
request support from t he e ndowment for all projects . The Board 
of Directors of t he Whi t e House Endowment Fund is responsible for 
raising the endowment a nd a pproving expenditures within an amount 
specified for spending each year. Contributions made to t he 
White House Endowment Fund are t a x-deductible to the maximum 
extent allowed by law. 

- more-

740JACKSON PLACE. NW♦ W ASHINCTOS, 0 .C. 20503 ♦ 202/789-114S 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON THE WHITE HOUSE RENOVATIONS 

Kaki Hockersmith 

Q: What was Kaki Hockersmith ' s rate or the basis on which she was 
paid? 

A: She was paid by the hour at an hourly wage of $100. She also 
donated the draperies that were hung in the Lincoln Sitting Room . 

Q: Is $100 her usual rate in Little Rock? 

A: I don 't know what she charges in Little Rock but this is an 
appropriate and reasonabl e rate for the Washington, DC area. (We 
checked around with DC decorators). 

Q: I have checked with her store in Little Rock and I'm told 
their regular rate is $40-$50 an hour. Why was she paid more 
than her going rate? 

A: Because the White House is a museum and an historic building . 

Q: Have other decorators been paid in the past? If so, how much? 

A: I really don't know. There are no records of other decorators 
having been paid by the hour. However it is possible that other 
designers may have chosen to r eceive the standard commission for 
purchasing fabric and other items. Kaki did not receive any 
commissions. 

Q: How was Kaki paid? 

A: By the Transition Foundation. 

Q: Why did the Transition rather than the WHHA pay Ms. 
Hockersmith? 

A: When she began her work in November 1992, the Transition 
Foundation felt the renovations of the White House were an 
appropriate part of its mission .. . and there was no thought 
given to starting to raise money for the WHHA. 

Specific costs 

Q: What was the total cost of the Oval Office renovation? What 
is the breakdown of costs for each room renovated? What exactly 
was done in each room that was renovated? 

A: There are both donated items and costed items in each room. 
Because we do not know what the cost of each donated items is, we 
decided not to do estimates for each room because it would be 
impossible to come up with accurate estimates. 

Q: What is the cost of each room minus the donated items? 



A: Traditionally, a room by room breakdown has not been done in 
the past, and since the restoration was funded by private money, 
we don't see the need to do such a breakdown. 

Q: How can the $396,429 be an accurate figure if you cannot 
account for the price of the donated items? 

A: The $396,429 is an accurate account of the bills received and 
what we paid . 

Q: Does t h is figure inc lude labor done by t he National Park 
Service? 

A: No. Labor provided by the National Park Service, costing 
$28 , 087, has been reimbursed. 

Q: I ' m still confused as t o why you cannot tell us the costs of 
specific items, particularly the cost of the rug in the Oval 
Office which is referenced in some detail? 

A: We don't know the value of the rug or the other donated items . 
The donations are made directly to the National Park Service . 
The Park service does not ask the value ; it only acknowledges the 
receipts. 

Q: Who decides the value of the deduction of the donation? 

A: This is something we don't know anything about. That's a 
matter between the donor and the IRS. 

Vince Foster 

Q: There is a reference in Vince Foster's note to the Usher ' s 
Office not dealing fairly with Ms. Hocker smith and Mrs . 
Clinton . .. • Do you have any further information as to what this is 
all about? 

A: No . (You may recal l that on August 10, 1993 , Deputy Attorney 
General Phil He yman said t hat the preliminary i nquiry into t h is 
matter showed that ther e was nothing there.) 

Q: My understanding is that the inquiry at that time was not 
complete . Do you know if it has been completed? 

A: We understand that the Public Integrity Section is wrapping up 
its investigation on this matter but we don't have any 
i nformation about exactl y when it will be completed. You should 
contac t the Justice Department. 

Presidential Inaugural committee 

Q: How muc h money did the PIC give to the WHHA? 



A: PIC made a contribution to the WHHA of $300,000 . The same 
amount was given to the Vice President's Residence Foundation. 

Q: Why did you not request the full amount of the cost of the 
restoration from the PIC? 

A: At the time the request was made to the PIC, what we requested 
was based on a very early estimate. Our intention was always to 
work with the WHHA to ra ise additional funds. 

Q: When did the PIC give the money to the WHHA? 

A: Early spring 1993 . 

Q: Isn ' t it a little str ange that the PIC made these 
contributions to the White House and the Vice President's House 
when it hasn't paid all of its bills? 

A: It is my understanding that PIC has paid all of its bills. 

Q: How about GSA? 

A: I believe that bill has been paid. 

Q: Will PIC be making additional contributions to the White 
House or the Vice President's House? 

A: I don't know. 

Q: How much money does the PIC have? Will i t be issuing a report 
o f its income and expense? 

A: I'll have to refer you to Deborah Ashford at the PIC. 

Q: Who runs PIC and who is on the board? 

A: I ' ll have to refer you to Deborah Ashford at the PIC. 

Contributors to the WHHA and the National Park Service 

Q: Are there other large contributors to the restoration other 
than the PIC? 

A: The lists of contributors t o the WHHA and the National Park 
Service are attached . 

Q: Have you put any limitations on contributions for this 
project? 

A: No . 

Q: Are you accepting contributions from corporations and labor 
unions? 



A: Yes. In our fundraising for the WHHA, we are not adopting a 
policy of excluding any gift but everything will be disclosed. 

Q: The list of contributors to the National Park Service does not 
show what they contributed nor the value of the contributions . 
What are the values? 

A: Beyond the fee that was paid to Ms. Hockersmith , we do not 
know the value of the specific items that were contributed. The 
Park Service acknowledges such contributions but does not set a 
value on them. 

Q: Who is raising the money that is being contributed to the 
WHHA? 

A: A variety of people have assisted in fundraising. 

Q: Will you give us the names of the people who did the 
fundraising? 

A: We have no plans to do this, This is private fundraising and 
a lot of it is done by word of mouth. 

Q: Are contributions to the WHHA and the Park Service deductible 
for income tax purposes? 

A: My understanding is that the contributions are deductible. 

Q: If that is the case, when a person who contributes as specific 
item, say a rug, he must put some value on it in order to claim a 
deduction, is that correct? 

Q: I assume that is correct . 

A: How will he or she establish that value? 

Q: I believe the IRS has rules about what you have to do to place 
a value on a donated item but I am not familiar with the rules. 

Federal Procurement Procedures 

Q: Should the renovation work have been subject to federal 
procurement laws requiring competitive bidding? 

A: No. The renovations of the Executive Residence involve 
purchases by a private entity, so any procurement laws or 
competitive bidding requirements do not apply. 

Q: But wasn't this a White House project? 

A: While the First Family determines what renovations are 
desirable, it is the White House Historical Association that 
determines independently whether or not its funds will pay for 
the improvements. The WHHA is never under an obligation to fund 



any particular renovation work unless it independently approves 
this payment . 

Q: Should competitive bidding requirements apply to work in the 
White House? 

A: We are aware of no competitive bidding that has ever been used 
i n connection with the White House renovation work. The 
competitive bidding requirements simply do not apply to work 
funded by private organizations such as the WHHA . Moreover, we 
are aware of no instance where such a requirement was applied 
when Congressionally appropriated funds were used to support 
renovation work. 

Q: Would the competitive bidding rules apply of you were to use 
Congressionally appropriated funds to help pay for the 
renovations? 

A: No. As I have said , were are also aware of no prior instance 
where the procurement laws were so applied. In any event, this 
question really has no bearing here since no public funds are 
being used to pay for the renovations. 



While the Clintons we r e o n vacation, r e pair i ng of t he Wh ite 
House's Heating a nd Venti l a t ion s y stem beg a n. This is t he first 
overhaul o f t his syst em s i nce the Truman Admin istration (1948 -
1952 ). This r epair work is part of the continu ing replacement of 
the White Ho use u tility syst ems that began i n the ' 70s . 

The maj or i t y o f t he wor k being done is in t he attic of the White 
House . There was minima l asbestos removal, most of t h e asbestos 
was r emov e d during t he Reagan Admi n ist ration . 

The First Fa mily wil l be staying at Bl air House until Sunday , 
Septe mbe r 11 . 

Q and A: 

q. When have the Clintons stayed at Blair House? 

a. The Clintons stayed at Blair House once before the 
i nauguration a nd again during i nauguration week. 

q. How l ong wi l l t hese repairs take? 

a. The Clintons wi l l move back i nto the White House on Sunday, 
September 11. The repair work will take several year to 
comp lete. 

q. Are these r epairs only for the private residence? 

a. No, these repair effected the entire White House . 

q. Who is paying for this renovation work? 

a. The project is being handled by the National Park Service . 

q. Was t h e a i r mon itor in the White House during the asbestos 
abatement? 

a . Yes, air monitoring was done by the contractor coordinating 
t he abatement and by the Park Service . 

q . Have other Presidents had to relocate to Blair House because 
o f r e novat ion work . 

a. President Tr uman resided in Blair House from 1948 - 1952 
du r i ng the White House ' s reconstruction . 



THE S IDEWALK: 

q . Why is t he sidewalk i n front of the White House being 
replaced? 

a. The roots from the trees have pushed up the sidewalks and 
caused them to crack . Two years ago the sidewalk on the east 
side of the White House was replaced and this work is a 
continuation of the work started then. The work is being paid 
for by the National Park Service and is being done by Park 
Service employees. 
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April 24 , 1995 

FACTS SHEET ON RESTORATION OF EISENHOWER PUTTING GREEN 

In honhr of the United States Golf Associ.acion ' s c c:lcbratio ~ 3 f 
the Cencennial o f Gol= chrougnouc che councry, Robert Trent 
Jones , J r . in cooperacion wi.cr. the ~SGA, Res Murphy President, 
has undertaken the rescoration of the "Eise~hower" putting green 
on the souch grounds of the Wh!ce House. 

The green was e stablished during the Eisenhower Administration 
and was removed in 1971 . rlfcer check1r.g phocographic records , 
the restored green wi:l be placed in ~he same location as the 
Eisenhower green although 1: will be somewhac smaller in total 
square footage . 

Ini t ial resto ration work, by the National Park Service, began on 
Friday , April 21 , 1995 w1ch :he removal of the artificial green 
that was established i~ :989 . The ~PS will assist the Robert 
Trent Jones II company a~d oche~s !see attached) with re­
establishing the putting gree~. 2xper.ses and services for the 
green are being donated co che Nacio~a: ?arx Service. 

-- -· -

Reconstruction of t he areen and restoration of the lawn area will 
be completed by May i, - 199S, weac~e: per~~c-~~g. 

I 



TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Parcicipacing Compan ies and contributions 

Robert Trent Jones, Jr. 
California 

A. S . Al tum & J(SS-OCJ:-c:CLc.S- - ­

Indiana 

Loft Seeds 
New Jersey 

The Toro Company 
Minnesota 

Summit Hall Sod Farm 
Maryland 

Tanto Construction 
Pennsylvania 

Greenscape Ltd . 
California 

.-

Design consultation and 
construction supervision 

!rrigation nP.sign ... _____ _ _ . 

Agronomic consultation 

Irrigation supplies & mower 

Sod, supplies, & labor 

I r rigation i nstallation 

Shaping, drainage , & seedbed 
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ENTRANCE HALL, CROSS HALL, GRAND STAIRCASE 
REFUR.B:ISHMENT 

The Entrance Hall, Croaa Ball and Grand Staircaso on the state 
floor of the White House have been refurbished under the 
direction of the CollUllittee for the Preservation of the White 
House. The work, including new carpets, draperies and furniture 
upholstery, has been completed in time for the atate visit of the 
Prime Minister of Great Britain on February 5, 1998. These 
spaces ware last completely refurbished in 1973. 

This project was funded by the White Hou&e Endowment Fund, a 
subsidary of the White House Kistorical Association . It recently 
completed a oucceesful effort to raise a $25 million endowment to 
&upport the public rooma of the White House anc:J its collections . , 
The refurbishing was influ onced by the early 19th century 
furniture in the Cross Hall and Entrance Ball which includes a 
suite of gilded Empire style furniture, c i rca 1815, on loan from 
the Philadelphia Mueeum of Art . President James Monroe 
personally owned furniture in the same style and purchased the 
gilded pier table in the Entrance Hall for the White Bouse in 
1817. 

New red wool carpets with a gold neoclassical border of leaves, 
bellflowe rs and star■ have been manufacturered for the Croes 
Ball, Grand Staircase and North Portico . They were made by 
Edward Field■, Inc. New York . 

The red ■ilk fabric of the draperies and furniture upholstery is 
based on a French document, circa 1805, in the archives of 
Brunschwig and Fila, the New York firm which wove the fabric . 
The drapery fabric, •ceremonial Damask", incorporates wreaths of 
flower• with a star in the center and a field of star cluster■. 
One of the wreaths, •Promenade Wreath• , ha• been adapted for the 
seats and backs of the gilded chair■ in the Cros5 Hall; the field 
of stars, •Promenade Star•, ia used on the settees. The draperies 
are lined with gold satin and trimmed with red and gold tassels 
and a red and gold neoclassical border . 



WHITE HOUSE ANNOUNCES RESTORATIONS 

Over the years , Presidents and their families have taken 
great care to preserve the White House as a national monument . 

In keeping with that tradition, President and Mrs . Clinton 
are committed to maintaining t he White House as a living museum 
that s hould reflect proudly on the people who own it: the 
American public . 

The White House has been the home and office o f every 
President since John Adams , and to ensure its upkeep the First 
Family initiated several interior refurbishings this year that 
are now complete. 

According to curator Rex Scouten, significant restorations 
are necessary about every 10 years due to the heavy volume of 
tourists and guests who visit the White House each week. The 
refurbis hments recently completed -- the fi r st substantial 
improvements in 12 years -- marked the initial phase of a project 
to repair and maintain the Whit e House overall. The project will 
continue as President and Mrs . Clinton work with the Committee 
for the Preservation of the White House to make needed 
refurbishments in the East Room and Blue Room . 

The recent improvements, totalling approximately $380,000*, 
were financed by privat e donations t o t he White House Historical 
Associat ion and t hrough s urp l us funds f r om t he Presidential 
Inaugural Committee . (The Inaugur al Committee also contributed 
funds t o t he Vice Pres i dent ' s Residence Foundation . ) The $50 , 000 
appropriated by Congr ess for White House restorations wi l l not be 
u s ed . Labor provided by t he Nat ional Par k Ser vice, costing 
$28 , 087, has been reimbur sed. 

Beginni ng l ast November, Little Rock desi gner Kaki 
Hockersmith wor ked with the White House c ur ator a nd usher' s 
office to review the condit ion of t he reside nce a nd offices a nd 
det ermine what repair s were needed immediately . 

Included i n t he r estoration were port ions of the family 
quarters a nd rooms widely used for private work, meetings, 
official functions, a nd entert ain ing - - the oval Office, Tr eaty 
Room , West Sitting Room, and Li ncoln Sitting Room . 

The most extensive changes were made t o enhance the special 
character of the Oval Office and the Treaty Room -- the 
president ' s two offices - - and to expand their use as public and 
private work areas . 

Under the direction of Ms . Hockersmith, new gold draperies 
were installed i n the oval Office after President Clinton's 
inauguration i n January . Further i mprovements included restyling 
and recovering the office ' s two sofas, reupholstering two high-



back armchairs, recovering several cane-back armchairs, and 
installing a new oval carpet with 13 colors that was woven 
specially for the room. 

The carpet, with its deep blue field, features the 
Presidential Seal encir cled by fifty white stars and framed by a 
gilt double rope. 

The Treaty Room also been restored to its 19th century 
character. Over the years, this presidential office , located in 
the residence, has served as a Cabinet Room, sitting room , 
presidential reception room , a nd private study. It also has been 
the site of important treating signings, such as the Peace 
Protocol marking the end o f the Spanish-American War in 1898 and 
the Treaty for a Partial Nuclear Test signed by President 
Kennedy. 

Aware of the Treaty Room ' s rich past, President Clinton was 
committed to enhancing the room's historical nature while also 
maintaining it as a working office and meeting area for visiting 
dignitaries. The refurbishing of the Treaty Room was accomplished 
with the addition of stained walnut woodwork, inlaid walnut 
bookcases , new wallpaper , new upholstery and draperies, and a 
repainted ceiling medallion. 

As part of the recent restoration and necessary maintenance, 
repainting, carpeting, and upholstering was also completed in 
portions of the family quarters of the residence. For example, a 
butler ' s pantry was converted into an everyday kitchen now used 
for family meals. A large wood island was removed and replaced 
with an expandable breakfast table and chairs . 

The carpet on the second floor, worn from constant use, was 
replaced and moved to the third floor hallway . 

The third-floor solarium, where the First Family entertains 
and convenes meetings , received new drapes, upholstery and 
wallpaper. Similar improvements were made to the second floor 
master bedroom and fami l y room . 

Most of the draperies and upholstering were done by Nelson 
Beck, a Washington, D.C. firm recommended by the White House 
curator and usher's office and widely acclaimed for its quality 
workmanship and attention to h istorical detail . 

To minimize costs, nearly all of the furniture used for the 
restoration came from Executive Residence storage. Ms. 
Hockersmith also consulted with many designers and manufacturers 
who contributed fabrics and materials for upholstering and 
repairs to these furnishings. 

2 



The President and Mrs. Clinton are grateful to the many 
Americans whose generous contributions have helped preserve the 
White House as a proud piece of American history and an ongoing 
national treasure . 

### 

* The cost of the renovation to date is $379,115.12 . Outstanding 
bills totalling a n estimated $35,000 have not yet been received . 
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WHITE HOUSE RESTORATION FACT SHEET 

PERSONNEL 
1) Kaki Hockersmith 

Kaki Hockersmith is a well -known Little Rock, Arkansas 
int erior designer whose style r eflects her dynamic imagination 
and longstanding commitment to the arts. She has distinguished 
herself as a designer who combines her expertise with her 
clients ' personalities , taste and lifestyles. 

In 19-- , the Clintons asked Kaki Hockersmith Interiors to 
redesign the interior of the Governor ' s mansion in Little Rock . 
Ms. Hockersmith ' s most important challenge was to modify the use 
of space i n the fifty-year old building to better suit the needs 
of the state ' s young and active First Family . Ms. Hockersmith's 
remodeling plans included the design of new storage areas , 
modernization of bathrooms, the addition of decorative and 
overhead lighting where none had formerly existed, and the 
selection of paints, wall and window coverings and hardware. 

Following the Inauguration, the Clintons asked Ms . 
Hockersmith's assistance in refurbishing a number of public and 
private rooms in the White House . 

Ms . Hockersrnith's ability to create a comfortable feeling 
within an historic framework and her familiarity with the 
Clintons ' style allowed her to create designs and make 
suggestions of patterns and color schemes. In addition, Ms. 
Hockersmith supervised the move of materials and personal 
furnishings to Washington. 

Ms. Hockersmith surveyed storage facilities, how the 
Clintons' personal items would be transported and selected the 
pieces of personal items that would be used in the White House . 
In addition, Ms . Hockersmith reviewed the White House floor plans 
and made several trips to Washington to determine which rooms 
could be best used for the needs of the First Family. By the 
first week in January, Ms . Hockersmith had created a blueprint 
for the packers , movers and receivers to follow for the 
transition to take place. 

The gathering of historic objects to be displayed throughout 
the r esidence and offices of t he White House was a top priority 
for the Clintons . Ms . Hockersrni t h ' s primary focus was to address 
historic preservation in areas that would be used frequently for 
guests and official purposes. Her first mission was to gather 
a ll information regarding antiques, historic paintings a nd 
objects to make them the focal point of the restorations. Ms. 
Hockersmith contacted museums , historians and artists within the 
design community in search of White House history as well as 
conducted extensive discussions with the White House curator and 
usher ' s office to determine t he extend of the White House 
collection. In addition, she surveyed all of the storage 



facilities inside the White House and the main storage warehouse 
in Maryland gathering paintings, furniture that needed 
refurbishment and other furnishings that would be suitable . 

Ms . Hockersmith worked closely with the Nelson Beck Co . on 
the refurbishing project. (See below for information on the 
Nelson Beck Co.). 

Working with design experts , Ms . Hockersmith was able to 
assure a level of quality for the White House restoration 
project . Drawings and photographs were presented to selected 
drapery workrooms and several meetings were held to ensure the 
achievement of desired results . Ms. Hockersmith assisted with 
the specialty paint mixes and special instructions for the 
installation of wallcoverings and light fixtures. Ms. 
Hockersmith also supervised the placement o f furniture and the 
selection of art work along with Mrs . Clinton . 

Ms . Hockersmith donated a great deal of her personal time as 
well as the time of her employees to this project. She also 
donated draperies she designed which now hang in the Lincoln 
Sitt i ng Room. 

Unl ike other designers, Ms . Hockersmit h did not receive the 
standard surcharge or commission which designers receive when 
purchasing materials wholesal e. Ms . Hockersmith purchased all 
materials and wholesale and passed the commission on to the White 
House Historical Association. 

Ms . Hockersmith was paid a n hourly wage for her work. (How 
much? With what funds?) 

2) Nelson Beck Co . 
The Neslon Beck Co . is the White House selected upholsterer 

which has performed a great deal of the upholstery work for 
former First Families. 

Nelson Wurz started in the window coverings field when he 
worked part time as a drapery installer during his college years. 
He and his wife, Dorothy, operated a drapery business from their 
apartment for 10 months before they formed a partnership with 
Marvin Beck and established Nelson Beck of Washington. Marvin 
Beck left the area in 1956 and Nelson Wurz became president and 
CEO of Nelson Beck of Washington . 

The Nelson Beck Co. has specialized in hand made custom 
draperies for 39 years. The firm has been active in the 
residential field -- working for interior designers and 
architectural firms . The company specializes in exhibition and 
period draperies, working with curators at the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, the National Portrait Gallery, the Renwick 
Gallery the Museum of Modern Art , the Corcoran Gallery, the White 
House, the DAR Museum and the U. S. Capitol. 



The Nelson Beck Co . has assisted in a number of projects at 
the White House , such as upholstering the walls of the Green 
Room , upholstering the Bellange chairs in the Blue Room as well 
as doing the slipcovers and upholstery for the Bushes and 
upholstery for the Reagans. 

Nelson Beck has also done the draperies and window 
treatments in the restored period offices at the Treasury 
Department . Other work done by Nelson Beck includes drapery 
treatments and upholstery for the Vice President's house during 
Nelson Rockefeller ' s term. 

PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURAL COMMITTEE 
In addition to contributing $300 , 000 to the Vice President's 

Residence Foundation, the Presidential Inaugural Committee 
contributed $300,000 to the White House Historical Association 
for the restoration of the White House . 

COMPETITIVE BIDDING 
The restorations of the Executive Residence involve 

purchases by a private entity , so any procurement laws or 
competitive bidding requirements do not apply . While the First 
Family determines what restorations are desirable , it is the 
White House Historical Association that determines independently 
whether or not its funds will pay for the improvements . The 
White House Historical Association is under no obligation to fund 
any particular restoration work unless it independently approves 
the payment. 

We are aware of no competitive bidding that has ever been 
used in connection with the White House restoration work. The 
competitive bidding requirements do not apply to work funded by 
private organizations such as the White House Historical Society. 
Moreover, we are aware of no instance where such a requirement 
was applied when Congressionally appropriated funds were used to 
support restoration work. 

OVERTIME LABOR: 
Due to the need for special workmanship and unanticipated 

problems which surfaced while removing paint and old worn paper, 
some labor overtime costs were incurred . 

Certain wall papers are preserved for their historic value 
and need to be removed with special materials by professionals . 
Many problems developed as wallpaper was removed : plaster 
peeling, holes and general wall repair . These developments 
required quick restoration which resulted in overtime l abor . 

All excess labor a nd materials by both the National Park 
Services and the White House Executive Residence staff have been 
compensated by the White House Historical Association through 
private funds. 



At all times the estimate budget was a guide followed by Ms. 
Hockersmith and t he usher ' s office . 

LIST OF DONORS: 
See attached sheets . 



ENTRANCE HALL, CROSS BALL, GRAND STAIRCASE 
REFURBISBMBNT 

The Bntrance Hall, Cross Hall and Grand Staircase on the state 
floor of the White Bouse have been refurbished under the 
direction of the Committee for the Preservation of the 'White 
House . The work, including new carpets, draperies and furniture 
upholstery, haa been completed in time for the state visit of the 
Prime Minister of Great Britain on February 5, 1998. These 
spaces ware last completely refurbished in 1973. 

This project was funded by the Nhite House Endowment Fund, a . 
aubaidiary of the Nhite House Historical Association. It recently 
c011pleted a aucceaaful effort to raise a $l5 million endowment to 
support the public rooms of the White Bouse and ita collections. 

Th• refurbishing was influenced by the early 19th century 
furniture in the Cross Hall and Kn.trance Ball which includes a 
suite of gilded Bmpir• style furniture, circa 1815, on loan from 
the Philadelphia Museum of Art. Preaident James Monroe 
personally owned furniture in the same style and purchased the 
gilded pier table in the Entrance Hall for the White Bouse in 
1817 . 

New red wool carpets with a gold neoclassical border of leaves, 
bellflowers and atars have been manufactured for the Cross Ball, 
Grand Staircase and North Portico. They were :made by Edward 
Fields, Inc. New York. 

The draperies in the Entrance Ball have new carved and gilded 
bows with a center shell flanked by leaves similar to the gilded 
looking glass in the Entrance Ball. 

The red silk fabric of the draperies and furniture upholstery is 
based on a French document, circa 1805, in the archives of 
Brunachwig and Pila, the New York firm which wove the fabric . 
The drapery fabric, •ceremonial Damask•, incorporates wreaths of 
flowers with a star in the center and a field of star clusters. 
One of the wreaths, •Promenade Wreath•, has been adapted for the 
seats and backs of the gilded chairs in the Cross Hall; the field 
of stars, •Promenade Star•, is used on the settees. The draperies 
are lined with gold satin and trimmed with red and gold tassels 
and a red and gold neoclassical border . 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
OCTOBER 11, 1994 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CONTACT: LISA CAPUTO 
NEEL LATTIMORE 
KAREN FINNEY 
202-456-2960 

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON OPENS EXHIBITION OF TWENTIETH-
CENTURY SCULPTURE AT THE WHITE HOU~E 

WASHINGTON, DC -- First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton today opened 
an exhibition of 20th-Century American Sculpture at the White 
House. The sculpture will be on display in the First Lady's 
Garden through January, 1995. The pieces for the exhibit are on 
loan to the White House trom ten midwestern art collections. 

Mrs. Clinton said ot the ~xhibit , "These twelve sculptures 
celebrate the special genius of American artists and their 
enduring capacity to stir our imagination and touch our hearts. 
I t is appropriate that this exh ibition is on display in the 
garden conceived ot and created by First Lady Jacqueline Kennedy. 
Mrs . . Kennedy believed that art could and should be a part of our 
lives." 

As Chair of the Committee for the Preservation of the White 
House, Mrs. Clinton and Committee members discussed an exhibition 
of American 20th-Century sculpture in the White House in January, 
1994. J . Carter Brown, Director Emeritus of the National Gallery 
of Art, and a member of the Committee for the Preservation of the 
White House, contacted the Association of Art Museum Directors 
regarding the possibility of loaning pieces of 20th-century 
American Sculpture to the White House. Under the auspices of the 
Association of Art Museum Directors and through the generosity of 
the Iris and B. Gerald Cantor Foundation twelve pieces of 20th 
century sculpture have been loaned to the White House from ten 
midwestern public art collections. 

The curator of the exhibit is Mr. George W. Neubert, Director of 
the Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery and Sculpture Garden at the 
University of Nebraska at Lincoln . The Committee for the 
Preservation of the White House hopes to continue the exhibition 
with pieces of sculpture from public art collections from every 
region of the country . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

Office of the Press Secretary 

For Immediate Release October 24, 1997 

The White House announced today the acquisition of Bear Lake, New 
Mexico, a painting by one of America ' s foremo~t artists, Georgia 
O'Keeffe, for the permanent White House collection. The painting 
will be unveiled by (the President and) Mrs. Clinton at a White 
House ceremony on October 24, 1997. Following the unveiling, the 
painting will hang in the Green Room of the White House. This is 
the first painting by a major 20th century American woman artist 
to be exhibited in the state rooms of the White House . 

Bear Lake, New Mexico (1930, oil on canvas, JO x 40 in.) is a 
landscape painting of an area north of Taos on Taos Pueblo land. 
A sacred site by the Taos Indians, the are~ is not accessible to 
the public. i.. _ 

Georgia O'Keeffe (1887-1986) went to New Mexico for her first 
extended visit in 1929 and painted this work the next. year. For 
the next two decades, she would continue to viait New Mexico 
during the summer months and spend the remainder of the· year in 
New York City. In 1949, three years after the death of her 
husband, Alfred Stieglitz, she moved permanently to Abiquiu, New 
Mexico. 

Bear Lake , New Mexico was done at an important.time ~n O'Keeffe's 
career. A pencilled star made by- O'Keeffe on the backing board 
of the painting indicates that she considered this a · significant ·· · 
work. She painted two other scenes of Bear Lake .. One, a 
vertical canvas, is in a private collection; the:. other, an 
abstract work was destroyed. Bear Lake, New Mexico was exhibited 
once, in 1931, at An American Place, the Alfred Stieglitz gallery 
in New York City where O' Keeffe exhibited her work from 1930. 
The painting remained in her possession until her death in 1986. 

The acquisition of this painting was recommended by the Committee 
for the Preservation of the White House. Mrs. Clinton serves as 
honorary chair. It is a gift to the White House from the Georgia 
O'Keeffe Foundation, Abiquiu, New Mexico, and William O. Rollnick 
and Nancy Ellison Rollnick, New York. · 

Twenty- one women artists 
White House collection. 
Robertson Moses (Grandma 
Wyeth . 

are now represented in the permanent 
Among them are Mary Cassatt,· Anna Mary 
Moses), Lilla Cabot Perry and Henr i ette 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
SEPTEMBER 14, 1998 

TH E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CONTACT: MARSHABERRY 
TOBY GRAFF 
JULIE MASON 
202/456-2960 

STATE DINING ROOM RENOVATION AND REFURBISHING COMPLETED 

WASHINGTON, DC - The Committee for the Preservation of The White House today 
announced the completion of the renovation and refurbishing of the State Dining Room. The 
State Dining Room will be re-opened at the beginning of public tours on Tuesday, September 15, 
1998. Following the installation of a new carpet, to be delivered after the first of the year, First 
Lady Hillary Rod.ham Clinton will fo~ally unveil the room and review other changes in the 
House completed during the Clinton Administration. 

Work done to the State Dining Room includes repainting the room, replacing the draperies, and 
conserving the furnishings from the 1902 renovation of the White House. The redecoration of the 
room was necessitated by the wear from the 1.2 million visitors to the White House and the 
nearly 50,000 guests hosted at official and ceremonial events each year. 

The project was funded by the White House Endowment Trust created by the White House 
Historical Association to support the preservation of the principal public rooms of the White 
House. A $25 million endowment was met in 1997, allowing for future refurbishing including 
the estimated cost of $270,507.18 to renovate the State Dining Room. A breakdown of costs is 
attached. 

The State Dining Room is the most intact architectural space remaining from the 1902 
renovation of the White House undertaken during President Theodore Roosevelt's 
administration. The refurbishing reflects the 1902 renovation of the room while taking into 
consideration the current official and ceremonial uses of the room at the end of the 20th century. 
Under the direction of designer Kaki Hockersmith.. and in conjunction with the late Mark 
Hampton, the Design/Decorative Arts Subcommittee of the Committee for the Preservation of 
the White House (sec list of members attached) were instrumental in the design efforts and the 
interpretation of the room. 

Walls and Ceilinas 

In accordance with the recommendations of the Committee for the Preservation of the 
White House, the walls of the State Dining Room have been repainted rather than attempting to 
remove the paint and restore the walls to their original unpainted oak. During the Truman 
renovation from 1948 to 1952, the 1902 wood paneling was preserved, re-installed, and painted 
light green. The walls were also painted in 1961, 1981 and 1985. 

-MORE-
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The Committee decided to paint the walls a stone color in keeping with the Georgian style 
woodwork. Wood paneling was often painted at the tum of the last century. The fiieze and 
pilasters have been glazed to enhance these architectural elements. 

Draperies 

New draperies have been hung at the five windows. The valances were redesigned to 
. complement the architecture of the frieze. The multi-colored silk brocade has flowers, baskets 

and ribbons on an ivory field. The gold, blue and red floral colors are those of the state dinner 
china services used in the room. The fabric was specially reproduced by the Schumacher firm for 
the White House from a documented fabric of 1901. The design was based on 18th century 
sources popular during the Colonial Revival of the early 20th century. 

Fumishinis 

A major component of the project was the preservation and conservation of the 1902 
furnishings in the room. 

Three eagle pedestal console tables, designed by Stanford White and made by the A.H. 
Davenport Company of Boston in 1902, have been conserved and returned to their original 
mahogany appearance. They had been painted and gilded in 1961. The Queen Anne style 
mahogany chairs, made in 1902 and 1952, have been conserved and re-upholstered in a gold 
cotton and wool Scalamandre damask with an overall design of ivy. The 1902 silverplate 
chandelier and wall sconc~s. which were gilded in 1961, have been cleaned, conserved and re­
wired. Their gilded appearance is now more compatible with the other gilded objects in the 
room. 

Other items returned to the room include: a portrait of President Abraham Lincoln by 
George P. A. Healy, the gilded bronze plateau and baskets ordered from France by President 
James Monroe in 1817, an English 18th century gilded pier mirror, a mahogany dining room 
table made for the room in 1998, nineteenth century gilded candelabra, and other decorative 
objects from the White House collection. 

Carpet 

A temporary carpet with a leaf and rosette pattern has been placed on the floor. The new, 
permanent carpet, which is being made by the Scott Group in Grand Rapids, Michigan, will 
incorporate elements from the 1902 ceiling design. 

ii##-

Attachments: Breakdown of State Dining Room Costs 
List of Members of the Committee for the Preservation of the White House 
List of Members of the State Dining Room Refurbishment Design/Decorative 
Arts Subcommittee 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
J anuary 31, 1995 
page 1 OF 2 

WRI TE HOUSE ElfDOWMENT FUND, ABNOONCBS COMPLETI ON OF 
BLUE ROOM RENOVATIONS AND REFURBISHI NG 

WASHINGTON, DC -- The White House Endowment Fund is pleased to 
announce their participation and support in the completion of t h e 
renovation of the Blue Room of the White House. 

Renovating and refurbishing of the Blue Room began on January 3 , 
1995 . Work done in the Blue Room i ncludes replacing the wall 
paper, drapes and furniture fabric, repainting the room, and the 
p reservation and conservation of historic objects in the room . 

The Blue Room pr oject is the first major White House renovation 
project funded exclusively by the White House Endowment Fund. 
The Blue Room will be officially r eopened on February 17, 1995 at 
the bi-annual meeting of the Committee for The Preservation of 
the White House. 

The White House Endowment Fund was established in 1990 as a non­
profit charitable organization and subsidiar y of the White House 
Historical Association to raise a $25 million endowment. The 
purpose of this endowment is to support, in perpetuity, the 
preservation and conservation of the public rooms of the White 
House , and the acquisition of o bjects for the White House 
co l lection of fi ne a nd decorative arts. 

The estimated cost for the renovation and refurbishing of the 
Blue Room is $358,358.80 . Funds sufficient to underwrite the 
cost of the pr oject were made available through the investment 
proceeds accrued from the Endowment Fund ' s c urrent principal of 
$12 million. 

The Chief Usher a nd Curat or of The White House are authorized to 
request support from the endowmen t for all projects. The Board 
of Directors of t h e White House Endowment Fund is responsible for 
raising the end owment and a pp r oving expendit ures within an amount 
specified for s p e nding each year . Contributions made to the 
White House Endowment Fund are tax- deductible to t h e maximum 
extent allowed by law. 

- more-

740JACKSON PLACE. NW ♦ WASUINCTON, 0 .C. 20503 ♦ 202/789-1145 

FAX 202/789-0440 



Blue Room - Endowment Fund 
page 2 of 2 

The Chai r of the White House Endowment Fund is Mrs . Nancy M. 
Folger. More than one hundred and fifty individuals , 
corporations, and private foundations have contri buted to the 
White House Endowment Fund. 

For a ddi tional information c ontact: Mr. Neil Horstman, Exec utive 
Vi ce President, White House Historical Association - 202-737-
0025, o r , Mrs. Nancy M. Folger, Chair, the White House Endowment 
Fund - 202-789-1145 . 

II# 
At tached: List of suppliers 

EDITORS NOTE: The Blu e Room will be officially unveiled on 
February 17, 1995 a t t he meeting of the Committee for the 
Preser vation of t he White House . There will be a press prev iew 
of the room a nd a n opportunity to talk with the First Lady a nd 
t h e i ndividuals involved i n t he r enovation and refurbis hing 
project a t t h a t time . Space f or this press previ ew i s limited. 
Pl ease contact the Firs t Lady's Press Offi ce is you would like t o 
cover t h is e v e nt - 202-456- 2960. 



WHITE HOUSE ENDOWMENT FUND 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Mrs. Nancy M. Folger, Chair 

Mrs . Earle M. Craig, Jr., Past Chair a nd current member 

Mrs . Anne Fisher 

Mrs. Graham Gund 

Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr. 

Mrs. Suzanne v. Hascoe 

Mr . Roger Horchow 

Mrs. Linda Johnson Rice 

Mrs . Thomas McLarty 

Mr. A. Paul Prosperi 

Mrs . William D. Ruckelshaus 

Mr. Alfred R. Stern 

Ms. Susan P. Thomases 



1995 BLUE ROOM RENOVATION 

SUPPLIERS 

WALLPAPER (manufacture) 

Mr . Thomas Marshall 
Brunschwig & Fils 
(914) 684 -5800 

WALLPAPER (installation) 

Mr. Robert Kelly 
WRN Associates 
( 413) 243-3489 

FABRIC 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Bitter (Adriana) 
Scalamandre Silks, Inc. 
(718) 361-8500 

UPHOLSTERY (labor) 
DRAPERY (labor) 

Mr. Nelson Wur~ 
Nelson Beck of Washington, Inc. 
(202) 387-4114 

GILDING WORK (furniture) 

Mr. Thom Gentle 
Thom Gentle Consultants 
(802) 694-1475 

PAINTING & ARCHITECTURAL GILDING 

Mr. Brandon Thompson 
Interiors 
(703) 519-8870 

MARBLE WORK 

Mr. Daniel Errigo 
U.S. Marble & Granite 
(301) 595-7400 

ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURES 

$ 24,215.00 

$13,133.80 

$112,000.00 

S 38,250.00 
S 15,000.00 

S 25,000.00 

$ 61,560.00 

$ 3,500 . 00 



.. 
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REIMBURSEMENT TO THE U. S. GOVERNMENT 
(labor and other support) 

ESTIMATED COST FOR CARPET 

ESTIMATE TOTAL 

S 17,200.00 

S 48,500.00 

$358,358 . 80 



TH E WHITE HOUS E 

WAS HINGTON 

COMMITTEE FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE WHITE HOUSE 

Honorary Chair , HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

LEONORE ANNENBERG 

LESLIE GREENE BOWMAN 

WENDY COOPER 

MRS. CHARLES W. ENGELHARD, JR. 

Director, National Park Service 

Curator, The White House 

Secretary, Smithsonian Institution 

Director, National Gallery of Art 

Chairman, Commission of Fine Arts 

Chief Usher, The White House 

Associate Regional Director 
for White House Liaison 
National Park Service 

JONATHAN FAIRBANKS 

NANCY M. FOLGER 

KAKI HOCKERSMITH 

JANICE M. JOHNSON 

WILLIAM KLOSS 

RICHARD MOE 

RICHARD NYLANDER 

JOHN L. RICHARDSON 

J. THOMAS SAVAGE, JR . 

JOHN WILMERDING 

ROBERT G. STANTON 
Chairman 

BETTY C. MONKMAN 

I. MICHAEL HEYMAN 

EARL A. POWELL, III 

J. CARTER BROWN 

GARY J. WALTERS 

JAMES I. McDANIEL 
Executive Secretary 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
JANUARY 21, 1998 

CO TACT: MARSHA BERRY 
STEVE COHE. 
JULJEMASO1 
202-456-2960 

THE WHITE HOOSE ENDOWMENT FUND REACHES ITS GOAL 

The White House Endowment Fund bas achieved its goal of raising a S25 million endowment 
to support the preservation and enhancement of the fine and decorative arts at the White House. 
The endowment wi ll provide pennanent support of the Wlute House collection of fine art and 
furnishings and preserve the historic character of the public mustum rooms of the White House. 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton has served as honorary chair of the White House 
Endowment Fund since 1993, and has overseen many of the projects supported by The Fund. 
The tradition of dedication on the part of presidential w1 ves to the preservation of the historic 
integrity of the White House was initiated with the heroic effort of Dolley Madison to rescue 
Gilbert Stuart's portrait of George Washington before the British burned the White House in 
the W-ar oft 812. Succeeding presidential wives have played an important role in preserving 
the White House and maintaining an updated collection of art. 

Former First Lady Rosalyn Carter initiated the public effort to fund an endowment of $25 
million, and encouraged the establishment of the White House Preservation Fund. Drawing on 
that effort, 10 1990 First Lady Barbara Bush proposed the continuing fuudraising effort be 
reorganized, and coordinated the establishment of the White Ho11se Endowment Fund as a 
non-profit subsidiary of the White House Historical Association. 

By 1993, approximately half of the $25 million goal was met In the next four years. First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Chnton and other supporters of The White House Endowment Fuod worked to 
attain. and in fact exceeded. The Fund's goal. 

At the close of 1997, The Endowment Fund reached its financial goal and a resolution of 
voluntary dissolution was approved by The Endowment Fund Board of Directors. Total assets 
of the Fund in November 1997 were $25,094,299. The assets of The Fund are being transferred 
to the Whhe House Historical Association and will be used to establish a new White House 
Endowment Trust. In addition, financial gifts earmarked specifically for the procurement of 
objects for the White House's permanent collection of fine and decorative arts will be held in a 
new White House Acquisition Trust. 

Renovations and Acguisitlons Overseen by First Lady Hil)ary Rodham Clinton: 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton is proud to contribute to the preservation of the historic 
While House. The refurbishing of the Blue Room in 1995 was financed by The Endowment 
Fund. The renovations, overseen by the First Lady, included new wallpaper, replacing the worn 
19th-century carpet wjth a new carpet of 19th-century design and reupholstering the 
Monroe-era chairs with a sapphire blue fabric similar to those used in the l 800's. 

P. 2 



'-11-2000 4 . 42PM FROM EXEC. RES. CURATrns 2024566820 

The Firs t Lady unveiled the first painting by an African-American artist to be part of the 
pennanent collection at the White House. This work, Henry Ossawa Tanner's "Sand Dunes at 
SW\Set, Atlantic City'', was purchased by The White House Endowment Fund. Endowment 
Fund assets have purchased state china to replenish the inventory lost due to breakage, and 
carpets for the East Room and Red Room. Currently, The White House Endowment Fwi<l lS 

financing the refurbishing of the Cross Hall, the Grand Staircase, and the Entrance Hall. When 
completed, these restored museum quality public rooms will be viewed by all visitors to the 
White House. These and other expenditures ma<le on behalf of the White House by The Fund 
through 1997 amount to $1 .425 million. 

The newly established While House Endowment Trust will carry out the charitable purposes of 
The Endowment Fund and assure the continued resources necessary to preserve the historic 
White House. 

### 
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