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We were u11crly tliffcrcnt. Like the 
chnrac1ers in Star Trek, Virginia 
Kelley and 1 seemed 10 be from differ­
cm planers. 

The first 11mc I met her was when 
Bill and I were studcn1s al Yale Lnw 
School nnd c;he came 10 New Haven. 
Connecttcut . for a \ 1si1. 1 had never 
seen somebody in real hfe who wore 
faL<;c eyelashes every day. 

Here was a woman who got up at 
four-thirty every morning 10 put on her 
m:ikeup, had a broad s creak of wbi1e 
hair down the middle of her bead, wore 
rings on every finger, and bracelets and 
bangles on each arm. 

If she seemed foreign to me. l 
seemed equa.lly foreign to her. I 
refused to wear makeup. Even worse, 
my usual garb was the law school uni­
form of 1ha1 era: bell-bo11om jeans, 
boots or sandals, n work shirt or swcat­
shir1. To describe llia1 first meeting ns 
cu It ure shock is a gross understate­
ment. We were p1oduc1s of such diffcr­
en1 times, experiences, and regional 
backgrou nds. Neither of us could 
imagine that we had anything in com­
mon. 

The most fortuitous th ing for me 
was that her husband m the time, Jeff 
Dwire, was visi1ing 100. He and l were 
also a pparent ly d ifferent-he wore 
paste l leisure sui1s and had a well­
coifed, bouffa111 hairstyle-but neither 
of us cared what the othc1 looked like. 
We just hit it off and h:id a grea1 time. 

ln Ilic months after that New Haven 
visil, Jeff would call me periodically to 
ch:it. He turned out 10 be a kind of 
secrc1 cheerleader for me. He would 
1ransla1c me 10 Virginia, and Virginia 
10 me. And at least for awhile, Virginia 
1olcrated me because s he assumed I 
wouldn ·1 be in the picture very long. 

THE1' DILL 11':VITEI) ME 110MB TO HOT 
Sprinss. It wns a trip I 'II never forget. 
Instead of dnving direc1ly 10 his house, 
he 100k me on an eight-hour tour of 
some of hrs favorite places 111 
Arkamrns. We looked nt beautiful 
scenery. We went 10 a place thn1 sold 
the best fried pies 111 the s1a1e. We went 
10 a grer11 barbecue place. 

We fin.1lly arri"cd, and my second 
mec1ing wtth Virginia wmed out to be 
even chillier than the first. She could 
b<: civil 10 somebody who cul her own 
hair, wo1c 1hick glasses. no makeup. 
and bell bo11om jeans. But having her 
son bring me home raised a whole new 
le\'el of concern. Now she was wor­
ried. 

To her I was a girl from I.he North, :i 
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Yankee. And I 1alkcd funny. Once 
again, Jell Dwi1c was my biggei;t ally. 
Afler I lelt he would call and tell me 
not lO worry, 1ha1 Virginia would 
come arN111d. While he was boos1ing 
me he was .,bo pcr:,uadmg Virginia 
that even though she and I seemed 
toially diffc1ent. we were actually con­
siderably alike. 

He w:is righ1. 13ul it took a few 
ycars for Virginia and I 10 acknowl­
c1lgc :u1d acccp1 1ha1 we had a Int in 
common. 

Years la1er J lc:irned from reading 
in her autobiography, leadtnR With 
My JJeart, about 1he moment when her 
view of me changed. She wro1e that 
one duy as she was driving from South 
Arkansas 10 Hot Springs she was over­
come with :1 feeling that she was not 
treating me right and was endangering 
her re lationship with her son. At that 
momeni she resolved 10 put her feel­
ings aside. 

She knew that many mothers arc 
unhappy with the women their sons 
bring home. no mnuer who 1hcy are. 
So she wrote me a le11er and poured 
our her feelings. After that we began to 
correspond and spend more ti me 
togetl1er. And through sharing experi­
ences we were able to overcome what, 
in the end, turned out to be superficial 
di ffcrcnces. 

AS I LHARNllD MORE ABOUT 'nlll HARO­
shipi; Virginia had endured, I 1cspect­
cd her more and more. She was so 
st1ong. But more than that, she was an 
ex traordinary example of resilience, 
persistence. and love. 

And she relished having a good 
time. She loved 10 laugh. She loved 10 

he around young people, especially 
her sons and their friends. She loved 
parties-the louder and l ivelier the 
bener. I con1inually discovered won­
dciiul personal characteristics in her. 

It turned our that many of the things 
1 loved about Bill were things I also 
loved about his mother. 

When I firs t me t B ill at Yale, I 
knew he was unui-ual. ·n1e way he put 
himself out for people. His ability 10 
m:ccp1 ,111d tolerate tho<,e w11h different 
opinio11-.. H,, optmus1ic. hopeful view 
0I life. He would ask how your family 
was. If M1n11.:onc had loss his class 
nntes, or h.td n fannly emergency, or 
got sick, he would stay up nil night 
helping hinl study for an exam. 1l1csc 
were 1rai1s he inhcri tcd from Virginia. 

He is a glass-is-half-full person, 
ju:-.t like !us mo1hc1 was. He secs the 
best in people and brings out the best 



in rheni. 11 's one reason he has su h 
sr,ung, loyal friends, Hnd pcrl1nps why 
he has such srrong enemies. 

Virginia was 1Jia1 \\'ay too. One of 
her grea1es1 arrribures wa.<; tha1 she did 
not shy away from conrroversy. She 
would s1ick up for people who had 
beeo pushed around or oppressed. If 

somebody wns misrrearing a Wajtrcss, 
for example, she would march up 10 
rhcm and 1ell 11tem ir wusn '1 righ1. 

For people who were less secure. or 
n1orc IICC!rttivc uhou, life, she was a 
ch,1/lt•ngc-,111c.J a tlrrcar. And I lltink Bill 
hn1, 1lia1 i.;1nrl· capacir~ 10 cnmge peo-
pk who arc 11cgarivc and who like ro 
l'\crr power hy ~rcppi11g 011 01/rers. 

Rc111g arouncl Dill and his morJrer 
\\ ,1., a real t'<l11c,11ion lo,· 11,e. I learned 
rlrar 110 ma11c, whar happens ro you, 
you've gor a choice. You can be 
Cmbirrc red, bcn ren down, negative. 
You can drag youri;clf Out of bed in 
ll1e momi.ng drendi.ng the day. Or you 
cair just keep going with an 0plimis1ic, 
hopefu I attitude rhar allows you ro 
en;oy each day no marrer wbnt hap­
pens 10 you. Titar 's whar Virginia did. 
There was a buoyancy about her 1ha1 never faded. 

OVER TIie YEARS I CAMI: TO 11,n·r~R 
unclersran(l how she chose 10 live her life. 

I rhink she go, her srrengrh from 
her father. He adored her and she 
adored him. Alll1ough she had a diffi­
cutr relationship with her mother, she 
grew up with a very loving father a11d 
a supportive e:xrended fami ly. And 
when she began 10 encounter adversi­
'Y, she could rell herself she would ge1 llirough ii. 

In some ways she dido 'r have any 
choice bur ro struggle rhrough rlre bad 
rimes. Afrer Bill's father died, she was 

t1 young widow wirh a baby. Thar's 
when she decided 10 become a nurse 
ancsrhcti~t. nnd she went buck 10 nur:s-
111,g school. It ,, ns he arr breaking for 
her to hc away from her son, bur .~he 
fcfr him wirh her parenrs so 1h111 she 
could advance her ll'ilining and get a 
l>c11c,- nursmg job. 

Then she married Roger Clinron, 
who had a drinking problem. He was 
vrolenr. / 1 was a painful relarionsJiip 
for her, bur divorce wasn ' r so easily 
accepted in rhose days. You were sup. 
posed 10 grir your reerh and bear it. 

Evenrunlly rhe pa in became so 
inrolcrable rh a1 she felc she had 10 
divorce Roger Clinron. Bu r when he 
frll apnrr rind begged lier 10 rake him 
h,1ck. she ldr ,n 1>on-y for hmr lhar she 
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rem.in icd him. 

11 's ensy lor women today ro say 
1-hc should ,,a\·e lctr a man who \\,1'l 
ahusing Ire, 8111 1n rhe culture in 
whrch .she grew up. the wny you 
showed ,111 .. ·ngth \1 ns 10 keep going 
and 1..~•cp rhc l.1m1ly rogel11er. You put 
rh.11 111,tkeup on. you wcnr ro work, 
you hclpcd :,our children wirh rheir 
hnmework. you made dinner. You 
showed rhc c1urs1dc world rhnr you 
\\·ere nor going ro he hearcn down by 
person:,! hanl,sltips. 

She was, hy narun.:. a nurrurer and a 
c:trc1.iker. She nlso loved men and the 
a11c111io11 oJ men. And 1,Jtc lhoush1 men 
were. hy rlre n:nural order of rhingc;. 
hctre, sui1ed rn urany roles m sociery. 
Out sht: also 1cali1cd rhai women have 
(.'ertnin \freni.:I11, rl1:11 rncn don', nece.<;­
..,ar rly rceogr~j.,\." 

Luc, in Irk she Ix-came somewhat 
p11lr1il1 ✓ed ahnur rhe sexism she 
~·ndtll l'd in lhl' lltl'clrcal field. lli:r 
:t1\ arl'n.:s, .,,a, ll"d with a rnovcmem 10 
rc11urr.: nur,e .111c,;1hc1is1s to work 
urrdc, d11c111, s rn,11.:.,J of ;r.c; frecst;ind-
111g 1tll.'d1cal p10Jc.<:sinnaLs. M os, nurse 
a11csihc11~1s \\l"tc \\orncn. Most anes­
rhcsiologi,,;11, we,-.: men. And she began 
10 reali1c rhar some of the problems 
sh1.· cncou111c1cd \.\en: b.:causc she wa.s 
a woman. 

Fcm,ni.<;m cc11ai11ly wa.sn '1 a cau.o;e 
fvr her. b111 she bcg11n ro sec rhc world 
nround her in new ways. A nd she 
:icrecl on her ohsc,·varions by supporr­
in:.,: me and hcin:.,: very proud of my 
professional and p1o1hlic nc1ivi1ies. 

She also e ncouraged Cl1clsea ro 
pur.s:uc wh,11cvcr in1ercs1s she had nnd 
10 excel :11 whn rcver she chose. Of 
cou~c. she w;1s a dormg grandmol11er. 
Vrr,gi111a would lake her shoppins or 
our 10 clrnnc, 11icy would rend srorics 
1ogc1hc1. TI1cy would go frslting. Tiiey 
spcnr a for of rime 1ogc1hcr. 

Chc:Jsca lcamed a lot from her, jus:r 
as r di<!. She will always remember her 
grandmn1hc1 wirh rrcrnendous affec-
1 ion and love. and will treasure 
Virginia ·s nurohiogr.iphy 1ha1 was fin­
ishc,I, de-;p,re a lo~in!! ba11fe w11h can­
cc ,, a~ a l.1.,1 gifr 10 a beloved 
gra11dtf,11t,gh1er 

1·.,r.11-:1, M,\ ,'\'y PEOl'Lc. VIRGINJ1\ 

didri'r fr) rn c..11n1rol her fruc. She wcnr 
11 irh rhc flow. And in rhe encl. she wns 
really able to II\ e li fe-and finish 
hfc-rm her ow11 lct111.\ 

When her brca~r c1111t·er spread and 
lr1.·r chances of s11rvivi11g diminisJ1ed 
greatly. she had a choice about 
whcrher 10 undergo cxperimcnral 



11c:111ncn1s 11rn1 rnigh1 have prolonged 
her \ifo. Bul she h:1d no desire 10 \ive 
longer if \'4.:r life wac; going 10 be less 
fulfilling. In her view being incapaci-
1a1cd or being in excruciating pain was 
no way 10 live. She opted against ~SC 

1reaunen1s. 
ln the time remaining, her life was 

fu \\ of {un and joy. She traveled. She 
worked on her au tobiography. She 
came 10 visit us of1en at the White 
House and al Camp David, and spent 
her last 111anksgiving and Christmas 
with u:-. She went to B arbra 
Streisand's concert in Las Vegas at 
!'kW Year's. Then. 10 January, she 
died in her sleep. I'm sure she died in 

peace. For111n.\h!IY for me. l have never 
been beaten , o r had 10 cope with .1n 
.tlcoholic spouse, or struggle again.•11 
the kind of sex.isn, that permeated her 
life as a working woman. I will never 
face 1hc hardships she faced day after 
d ay and what millions of American 
women still face in their lives today. 

But l also know 1hat every o ne o f 
us confronts challenges and obstacles 
of our own. A.I some point every one 
of us has 10 cope with grief and 
tragedy, with dis:tppointrnetll and dis­
illusionment, with smaller and larger 
inJustices, wi1h crises we canno1 prc-

chcl or control. 
As I go 1hrough my life. I 1hi11k 

:1bnu1 Yirgi11it1 of1cn. Whenever l star! 
1n feel son y for n,ysdf or fee\ 
w,ongcd or fee\ angry. 1 1hink about 
he• l 1hink abnul my \\ Onderful , 
resilient husband. who is remarkably 
like her.\ think abOUI the way my 
daugh1cr bubbles over with love and 
joy. just as her grandmother did. And t 
11\ink about the courageous, cbullienl 
life Virginia led :tnd the ex.ample she 

\el't us. 
V ,rginia 's grea1cs1 legacy was 10 

show that. even in the midst of person­
a I trials and pain. you can and must 
keep going. Her lesson was that no 
m:111er how hard life gets, you get up 
in the morning. say a prayer. put a 
smile on your face. and go oul and 
nrnve 1he Wl)r\d to do the best that you 
can-wi1l, or witholll false eyelashes. 
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.April 5, 1994 

Lisa Caputo 
ottice O! The First Lady 

Dear Lisa : 

First off, we all want to thank you and Mrs. Clinton so much 
for coming to Redbook vith this piece, which is warm and 
inspiring and tull o f insight and humor. Indeed, Ellen 
Levine, the editor in chief, asked that you tell Mrs . 
Clinton that reading her piece yesterday really helped her 
keep perspective during what was an otherwise not very good 
day. so, our personal thanks as well. 

We do have some questions, places where we feel the p i ece is 
crying out for specific examples, where it needs to show 
more than t ell. A number o! key poi nts are only alluded to, 
and much of the action remains otr- stage. Bringing these to 
lite a bit more will make the evolution of their 
relationship that much more vivid. I've written thes e right 
on the page, and while it looks like a lot, many of them hit 
on the same themes: characterizing more fully why Mrs, telly 
geemed not to like Hillary Rodham in the beginning, 
characterizing in more datail what was so chilly about their 
early meeting&. We're not looking to add pages of length to 
t h is; a number of well-placed claritications and 
amplitications throughout, sentences or paragraphs at most, 
ahoul4 do the trick. 

We are committed to getting this into the July issue, (wh ich 
will also keep us clear of any timing conflict with S&S) so 
the clock is now ticking vary loudly. It would be wonde rful 
if we could have these additions by t he end of this week 
(4/8). Is that within the r Qa lm of pos9ibility? 

That also brings us to tho photos. We'd love t o have a 
selec ~ ion--with an eye to~ard ultimately ruMing perhaps 4 
or 5 . Is there a photo wi th Hrs . Kelly from the very early 
days , before Mrs. Clinton was married? Is there a wedding 
photo? Is there a photo ot Mrs . Kelly with Mrs . Clinton 
holding Chelse~ as a newborn? our aim is to t ry t o match lhe 
chronology of their growing bond in photos , as the piece 
does in words, Aga jn, you have tty word that we' ll handle the 
photos with t he utmost c are and r eturn them--e ach and every 
one--as soon as they are back from the printer . 

- - _ ____________ __. 
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Please give me a call when you've had a chance to read this 
and let me know it there are any problems or questions, and 
how you think we'll tare with our deadline situation. I so 
appreciated your keeping me updated all last week and this 
weekend. We're so much better able to cope--especially down 
to the wire like this--if we know what to anticip~te. 

Again, we ' re so pleased and honored to be able to have this 
piece by Mrs. Clinton. We feel sure r8aders will warm to its 
timeleGs message. 

beat, 
• 

Salvatore 
or Editor 
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1.E$JNS a: LIFE flMl\1 VIRGINIA KELLEY 
RB~ MAGAZINE 

PINAL DRAFT 

We wtn utterly different. Lib the chuactan in. Stu T~ Virginia Kelley and q, l \ 
1 teemed to be from diffmnt planeta. ~ Q\ 

~ w- · 
The fint time I met her WU when 15lll and 1 were ,tudent. at Yale Ltw School ,o,~ , * 

dnc1 1~ CIIII to N@W Hlvan for J vtmt 1 had MVM U4t\ IMYWy U\ rtal ill. who So--J ~ \ 
' wore falae l)'aluhee ev..-y day. 1~ . ~~oJt~' 
I .,ht r~rf) 

(1':J .:,v~..>...,_. Here wu • wom&n who got up at 4:30 .very momtna to put on her mike-up~~€' J::, Jr.. 
~ 1~,~\ had a broad •tr.ale oi whi~ hair down the middle ol her he.d, wore ring• on rmy tLuC~ 
~ finger, and brlCl!lelo and banglat on HCh ann. j,1/ '> ~'Jb l 
"~~ v1 " · Ifs~ seemed foreign to me, I aeemed equally foreign to har. I refuted t.o wear (~'~v 
'~~~ make--up. And even worae, my usual garb w., the liw ac:hool uniform of that tt&: \v""J ~ ,( 
'P1" bell bottom blue jea.nt, boot, or aandala, • work •hirt or swHt shirt. ... rv~JC ( l ·"',~t. 

~CY' ~~ -
To d~be OW' firtt J:Meting .. culnue ahock LI • grou undentatemenl ~~ v> ~ V-

J r. l'"'c 
)\Y' 

We were prochadl of such different timet, ~periences, upbringinga, and 
.regiorw background-. N.aither of ur, could imagine that we had anything in common. 
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autohiognphy whkh wu flni.hed, despite I loting battlt with eancer, u I lut gift to 
a beloved granddaughbtr. 

• • • 

Unliu many people, Vlrg1nla didn't try to control her fate. She went with the 
flow. And in the en4 she wu really 1.bl.! to Uw life - And flrJ.ah Uh - on her own 
tenna. 

When her breut ~r •ptt~d And her chances of surviving diminahad 
greatly, she had a choice u to whether to undergo certain exp@rim@ntal treatmentl 
that irught hav• slonged her llie. But IN! had no deelre 110 live longer if hor life w., 
going to be la11 · · . 1n h!r view, being an invalid, or being incapadtated, or 
being in exaudating wu no way to live. 

She opted agaiNt thtM treabnenta. And ln the thne remalnlng, her We wu 
full of fun a.nd joy. SM traveled. She worked on her autobiography. She ame to viait 
U1 oftan ■t th.a Whit. Hou.ae and 1t Camp David and ,pent her wt Tharwgiving a.nd 
Christnw with u . Sl'e w~nt to B&r'bra StNiaand.'1 concert in Lu Vegu ,t New 
Yeu'1. Then. in Jan\l6J'Y, w died in her aleep. And rm 1ure w died in peace. 

Forlunately form•, I have never been beatan, or had to cope with a.n alcoholic 
spouoe, or struggle agaln,t the kine\ of MxisD\ that pennffb!d her life whm aha"'"'• 
coming up u a. working woman. I will never face what w faced day afbar day And 
what millions of American women still face in their livee today. 

But I mo know that every one of ua confronts clwlengw and obetaclea of our 
own. At 10me point. every ON of ua 1w to rope with grief and tragedy, with 
disappointment and dltilluslonm.ent, with smaller a.nd larger injustices, with aiset 
w• cannot predict or control. 

y' A& o throu h my llfi I think about Virginia often. Whenever I •tut to feel 
. vft, .orry for my , or ed, or feel angry, I think about her. I think ahout my 

G""' "' wonderful resilient huabe.nd, who ia t'WW'kably 1ilce her. I think about tha way my 
,/ ;( daughb!r bubblee over with love and joy, ju,t u ~ And I think ahout the 
✓,J,/ coung@oua, ebullient life she led and the example she le~ ~f~ 11A 0 ~ (?) 

(~~ ~ ~'.'~ Vtrgini&'• patHt 1-ga.cy wu to ehow that, even in that midat of pel'80l\ill trim 
11'- ~ and pl.U\ you ell\ and muat koep going. Her lesson wu that no matter how hard 

'9 ·" life geb, you get up ln the morning, .ay a prayer, put a smile on your faai, and go 
-~If" ' .,_ out and br•v• the world to do the belt that you an - with or without fal.N 
1,/:;),<:·-, eyeluhn. 
~ -r- V 

5 
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nu.r&U\g tc.hool. It wu hoarthre~ to her to be away from her eon, but w left him 
With Mr p&rffltl to that 1ha could adv~ hft trilh\ing and get A better nursing job. 

Then she ma.med Rort" Oln.ton. and he had I dri.nlcing problem. He waa 
violent. It wu a painful relationship for her, but divo~ wun't 10 euily aa:epted in 

the South - or anywhm - in thoee daya. You were supPQltd to work through 
difficultin. YO\l were 1uppo6ed to grit yow teeth and bev it 

Eventually the pain became 10 intolerable that she ftlt •ht had to divorce 
Roger Cinton. But when he fell apart and ~eel her to take him bac.k., ahe felt 110 

90rry for him that aha remarried him. 

I think i~• e.sy for women today to say she should have left • mil\ who was 
abu1lng hff. But In the culture ln which w pw up, the way you showed strength 
wu to bop goh\g and to "--1" tN fllrdly together. 

You put that make-~ on, you went to work, you went to your children', 
eventl at IChoot you he1 them ~1th their homework, you ma.de dinner. You t\•" .. 
thow@d tN outaide wor d that you w~ not going to be beab!n down by lli9 
what.aver yoW' penonal hudahipe might be. 

~

, .. 
S6' V - ~~ .,r, 

She wu alao, by nature, a nurturer .nd a caretaker. She loved men and she ' J.~,r-'-.~ 

lov@d thl itt!ntion of Illill And ,l\Q thought m WQN by too natural orda, of thll\11 /* J ,, 
be~r t uited to many rolet in todety. But she al,o realiud that women have ~rtain J~t-"~ 
,:rengtha that mm don't ~y ~ . cy t;,;vG~ 

~~~ 7.~W\~J/2 I 

t.ter in her career w aomewhat polJtk:fud about the lfxi&m alw ~ ~~ 
endured in tM Madia} field. tarted with ■ mavmient to requ!N ruuw UW1thetitti f"'~1-,~~ 
to WOT\c undet doctort lNtffd of u frff.-ttanding medlcal profeuionale. M01t mtne¥~~ 

1
· 

antttNliata were women. ~foet anesthe&ioloiiatl were men. And aha began to l'ffli7.et ,:; . n,, 
that some of the problem, she encOWltered were beaUM the w11 a woman. . 0 (1 >'7 v 

,.'\ \ I rr(, 
I •Ibo 

Pemi.ni1m certainly wun't a cau.e for Mr. But ahe began to~ Uw worl 9~~ ~ r, a.round her in new ways. And she Kt:ed on her obeervationa ,up me c. • 6"..,gY • 

what I did 11\d being very proud of my profeaaiolli! Uld pu c ea. qr, -~~1' 
She alto tncouraged a..Iea• to pursue whatever inte.reet:a ahe had and to excal~ : 

at whatever ehe choee. Ol coune, ahe WU a doting grandmother, Ju•t u "\' r~J,, 
grandmothert AN euppoeed to be. Starting when c&lsea wu I Uttle girL Virgini& 
would take her to her house, Of' tab her ahopping or out t.o dinner. They would read 
s toriea together. They would go Rahing. 1ney 1pent a lo t of time together. 

~ 
Chelaea la~ a lot from har, jwt u I did. She will alway• remember her 

gr.indmoU.er ~ny&emendoua affection and love, and will t:Niuuni Virginia'• 
I ry 

~ ;f,' 
I< :;-I 4 ~ ✓ 

' J \<"~ u ~ .• ~""' r"' ~ Q r-- ( ,;" r {\ X l 
• • • ' 1 ' u,,- _.,..... C1 }\,.(. 

- - ,._ 1· 
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It turned out that many of h thing• l lovecl about Bill were things I loved 
about hf• motlwr. 

When I ftrat met Bill at Yale, I knew he wu W\usua.l. He would ask how your 
family wu. 1f ,omeone had lost their clue no•, or had a fun.Uy ~etw:y, or 

gottin sick, ha would stay up all night lwlpina thmn study for an enm. H@ 1tood out 
from everyoN •~ thQre beau• of his person,u warmth toward pMp~. 

nae were traltl ht inherited from Vitglnla, aort of genetic tranamitaiona from 
her. Tht way he cared f~r_people and put him.NH out for people. Hit ability to ~pt 
and ln}Qla¼e tho.e with differenl viaw, and opinlona. His opthruatic, ltopJul view o/ 
lil•, no matwr the dral.u\ttanca. 

He ilJ • glue,-ia-half-Ml pecton, juet lib hit mother wu. He eeee the best in 
peop~ and bring• out the beet in thole around him. It'• one reuon he hu auch 
strong, loyal lrlenda, and pethapt why ht hu strong enemlea. 

She wu that way too. One of her pate&t attrtbutu wu that eht did not 1h.y 
away from controveray, She would .Uck up for people who had been puahed around 
or oppre68ed, If &mnebody wu mil~ating a w~tress, for example, alw would march 
up to them and tell tlwm it wun't right. 

Par people who were ltlM ~, or m<>N negative about life, she wu a 
dw.lenge. A threat And I think Bill haJ that WM ~pa.ctty to @nrage peep~ who are 
negative and who like to exert power by •tapping on othera. 

leuned that no matw what happen, to you, you've got a cholc.v. You can be '(~ ~ Jf~ 
Selna around peopla lib BW md hit mother wu • real eduation for me. I& v¢ 

e1nbitteted, be.ten down, Mg.ativa. YO\l W\ drag yoUJ'tQlf out of bed in the momin ~,-1-✓t.Y /i~. 

dNading the day. Or, f~J tht aame drcwNtancet, you (an just keep ,o1ng with an JP ~ ,.~ 
opttmiltlc, reailient, hopetul attitude that tllow1 you to e$)y each day no ma~ ._t 11J ~ < t 

what happena "'you. 7 ~? V · 
That'• what Virginia dJd. There wu a buoyarq 1bout hlr that lli!ffl' faded.~ ~ ,.., 

AJ'\d over the yea.rs I came to uriderttand more how she choee to live her life. ": x,,.Y ~-~' 

l~f.J'" 
I think she 1ot htr atn111\ath from her t.ther. He adored her and ,he adored t- ,r- • · · · 

him. Although w had t relatio 'th her mother, the grew up with• 
very loving l&ther aJ\d suppo ve faznily, And whm she began to 
en.cOUf\ter 4'dV9nity, couJd tell henelf ahe would get through it 

In ,ome wa~: she didn't hAve Any choice but to atrugle throu,gh ti-. had 
tunes. /'\ft2r Bill's f ther died, aha wu a yoW\g widow With a baby. She had lo keep 
going. That's whe

1 
she decided to become • nune anest:Mttst, and ahe w~nt back to 

! ,., Cl~ ,._,( ,½, 
llf[,(/1. l,.. .J 1' ( ~ . I ~ - ) _p? 
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And she rellahed having a good time. SN loved to laugh. She loved to be 
around young people, e.pvcially her tons and their frlendt. She loved parliee - th.a 
louder and livelier the better. I continually dl,covered wonderful pertcmal 
characteri,da 1n her. 
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WHY WE MUST GUARANTEE HEALTH COVERAG E TO EVERY AMERICAN 

Together, we confront a historic moment. It is a moment when we ask ourselves: are 

we going to join every other industrialized country and guarantee health coverage to all our 

citizens? The President's answer is "Yes, "'e must," and I believe that we will. 

Whether or not we seize this moment will tell us about our willingness as a nation 

to take the necessary steps to renew our strength and vitality. After all. unless we guarantee 

coverage to everyone, we will not achieve real health security: control skyrocketing health 

costs: free doctors and nurses to concentrate on practicing medicine: and reward work. This 

is a critical test of who we are as a people and a nation, a test we can not afford to fail. 

We all agree that America has the best medical care in the world; that is not what 

this debate is about. And though this debate is. to a certain extent, about the way \.\e 

finance health care. it is also much bigger than that. It is a debate about what kind of a 

country we are and intend to be. 

Guaranteeing every American health care, first and foremost, is about security for all 

of us, not only the 58 million Americans who lack coverage at some point each year. one 

of us, with the exception of those already eligible for Medicare. can know that this time 

next month. or next year. we will still have affordable insurance. one of us under the age 

of 65 has that security. None of us can predict the state of our health. one of us knows 

when an accident may occur. 



When Americans don·t feel secure about thei r health coverage. they stay in jobs that 

they would otherwise leave because they fear losing their health coverage. They stay on 

welfare. where medical benefits are guaranteed. And this lack of security hurts the people 

who are the most vulnerable -- young families and working ""omen. That's why guaranteed 

private insurance for everyone must be the cornerstone of health reform. 

ome people argue that we can achieve reforms like "portability" -- taking your 

insurance with you even if you lose your job or change jobs -- without guaranteeing 

coverage to everyone. But as Senator Chafee has rightly pointed out, you can't very well 

achieve portability without universal coverage. Insurance isn·t very "portable" for a person 

who has just lost his or her job if. suddenly, they are responsible for the full cost of their 

old health coverage. 

The importance of guaranteed coverage for everyone goes beyond security to the 

issue of controlling skyrocketing health care costs. As a nation, we spend more money per 

person than any other by far. and yet we don't guarantee coverage to all our citizens. 

Without reform, rising health care costs will threaten the already strained budgets of our 

families. businesses. and state and federal governments. 

If we do not insure everyone, we will continue to see "cost-shifting" -- where those 

of us who are insured pay higher premiums and increased taxes to make up for the 

uncompensated care costs of those who do not pay for themselves. Businesses that provide 

insurance to their employees wi ll continue to pay for those who do not. Costs will continue 



lo spiral. 

The evidence is overwhelming. ln ew York state. for example. insurance reforms 

in the absence of universal coverage raised costs by as much as 35%. As health policy 

experts Ted Marmor and Jerry Mashaw of Yale put it, "cost control becomes easier when 

Lhe plan is universal, not harder." Or, as the Wall , treet Journal pointed out the cost of a 

standard benefits package when everyone is covered is 19% less than it would be if some 

people were left unprotected. Universal coverage is not just important to security -- it is an 

economic imperative. 

Guaranteeing private insurance to every American will not only make our people 

and our economy healthier, but also give doctors. nurses and other heallh professionals the 

time they need to concentrate on practicing medicine -- instead of dealing wilh insurance 

company red tape and bureaucracy. With everyone covered, we can have a single claims 

form -- instead of today's different forms from over 1500 insurance companies. Wilh a 

standard, comprehensive benefits package, doctors won't have to hire more people to sit on 

the phone wilh the insurance companies to haggle over v.hars covered and v.hat's not. 

Health care providers aJso won't have to ,vorry constantly about getting re imbursed 

for the ir work. Today, doctors, hospitals and other health professionals arc sometimes 

forced to tum away patients because the patients have no insurance and no ability to pny 

for services. o doctor should ever be put in such a situation. With everyone guaranteed 

coverage (and providers guaranteed reimbursement). doctors. nurses and hospitals will be 



able to return to their traditional role: caring for the patient -· no matter what. 

Guaranteeing coverage is also important to restoring an old-fashioned American 

va lue ·· the importance of hard work. Today's system rewards welfare over work. If you·rc 

on welfare, you' re guaranteed health coverage for yoursel f and your fam ily. But if you 

want to leave welfare and get a job, you put your family's health security at risk. 

Think of the message that we send to literally mill ions and millions of working 

Americans. Under the present system, we tell people very clear!), "If you are lucky enough 

to work for someone who wilJ help you with your insurance, or if you are poor enough and 

down on your luck enough to qualify for government assistance. then you' ll have health 

security. But, if you're in the middle and you get up every day and work for a living and 

you cannot afford health insurance yourself, you' re out of luck." o hard working 

American citizen should have to go on welfare to provide health care for their children; 

guaranteed private insurance for everyone will stop this from ever happening again. 

When our work is done. we will no longer have to hear heartbreaking stories like 

the one r heard in Cleveland from a woman who was holding one of her two daughters 

who have chronic illnesses. She told me about a conversation she had wi th an insm ance 

company representative as she was trying to find health coverage for her daughters. The 

insurance company representative told her: "There isn ' t any coverage available for your 

daughters because. after all, we don' t insure burning buildings." Imagine how that young 

mother felt, and ask yourself if we can continue to live with a health care system that treats 



sick children as risks that arc best avoided. 

It has been an honor for me Lo participate in th is historic debate. I' vc had the 

privilege of travelling around our great nation and sitting down with hundreds and hundreds 

of concerned citizens. I 'vc heard story after story of what our broken health care system 

does every day to hard-working Americans. It breeds insecurity. threatens our economic 

future, stands at odds with our values. and sometimes tears apart families. 

J know we can do better. 1 believe America can and will do what we knov. is right. 

And "' hen we guarantee health security to every American. I want to be able to go back to 

all the wonderful people I've met -- just as members of Congress will be able to go back to 

their constituents -- and say: "We have just passed a bill that guarantees that you will never 

lose your health coverage for the rest of your life." That will truly be a historic moment. 

As an American citizen concerned about the health of our nation, l stand with you 

as we confront this challenge that touches all of us. I am convinced we can achieve lasting, 

meaningful change. And with the hard work of this Congress, we will do it this year. 


