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I am writing to request permission to visit the Whit e House on 
January 20 and 21, 1995 , in order t o work on a story about James 
Yates and the wal lpaper project in the Blue Room. Mr. Yat es is 
with WRN Associates, the firro that will be hangi ng the wallpaper in 
the Blue Room. 

A• the Southeast/Southwest Editor for Southern Accents Magazine, I 
usually write fec1 Lure articles about antiques, preservation, or 
individuals involved in these disciplines. Please find enclosed 
the November/December issue for your revi ew. Southern Aocents 
Magazine has a circulation of 21s,ooo, and our •ditorial offices 
are based i n Birmingham, AL. Wt: are published by southern Progress 
Corporation, a who lly- owned subsidiary of Time Warner Inc. 

The story is t entatively scheduled for our July/August 1995 issue, 
which will be on ne\tisstands in late June . Regarding access at the 
White House , I ~ould like to have several hours on the afternoon of 
the 20th to observe the work in the Blue Room. If possible, I 
~ould like to meet wi th someone from the curator's Office to get 
some general infor mation about the decorat ve history of the White 
House and t he Blue Roo~ in particular. Addi tionally, if there is 
t ' me, I would like t o have the opportunity to take t he gener al tour 
open to the public. 

Regarding photography, we will be using Ange Secki nger, who is 
based in Silver Spring, Maryl and . A r egular contributor to 
Southern Accents, Ms . Seckinger has extensive museum experience, 
including the National Gallery and Winterthur, and has also had 
security clearance in the past in order to photograph Mrs. George 
Bush. She will need all of Friday afternoon, t he 20th ot January, 
to set up her equipment and take several rolls of film documenting 
' in progress' work. Depending on the progression o! the project, 
we would like to be able to have accQss t o send her back to the 
site in order t o get a series of photographs, including work on the 
wallpaper border. Atter the project is completed, I would like to 
hav0 a photograph of the completed room for the story. I 
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White House architect James Hoban's 1792 plans for the 
"President's House" noted that the first floor oval room was to 
be the most elegant of the formal State Rooms. For John Adams 
and Thomas Jefferson, however, the room served as the principal 
entrance, its windows opening to wooden stairs which led to the 
south grounds. 

It was not until 1809 that the room became the principal 
formal drawing room of the White House when it was completely 
furnished by Dolley Madison and Benjamin Latrobe. The Madisons 
received their guests there on New Year's Day in 1810 in what was 
then called the "OVal Drawing Room." Among the objects which 
Dolley Madison had removed to safety before evacuating the house 
in 1814 were the red velvet draperies hanging in this room . 

In the refurnishing of the house after the fire of l8l4 , 
the Monroes ordered mahogany furniture for this room, but the 
purchasing agents in France substituted a 53-piece suite of 
gilded furniture made in Paris by Pierre-Antoine Bell ang~. 
Although most of this suite was sold at auction in 1860, 
eight original pieces have been returned to the room since 1961 . 

The room was known by its shape - "Elliptical", "Oval", or 
"Circular" - until the color was changed to blue in 1837 under 
Martin Van Buren. It then became the "Blue Room," although it 
was called the "Violet Blue Parlor" under the Grants and the 
"Robin'' s Egg Bl1:1e Room" after Chester Arthur's redecorat ion. 

The room has been the scene of many family celebrations . 
Two of President Hayes' children were christened there in 1877. 
In 1886, the only President to be married in the White House, 
Grover Cleveland, was joined in marriage to his former ward, 
Frances Folsom, in a Blue Room ceremony. In this century Woodrow 
Wilson's daughter, Eleanor, was also married in the room. 

Although special meetings, luncheons , and dinners have been 
held in the room, throughout the years it has continued to be 
used for the purpose first intended - the formal reception room 
of the White House. It is here that the President and his wife 
often receive guests during State receptions and where the 
credentials of foreign ambassadors have been presented to the 
President. The first Chinese delegation to present credentials 
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to an American President was received by President Hayes in the 
Blue Room in 1878. Since 1961 (excepting 1962 and 1969), the 
principal White House Christmas tree has been placed in the 
center of the room. 

The room was refu9>ished in 1963 (Kennedy), utilizing the 
three original Bellange chairs (one arm, two side) which had been 
reacquired for the White House collection in 1961-62 and eleven 
reproductions (seven arm, four side) made in 1962. All of the 
chairs were upholstered in a aquamarine s~lk with a cream:co lored 
eagle medallion based on the upholstery on an oval-back Monroe­
era chair depicted in a portrait of President Monroe by John 
Vanderlyn (City of New York). Since many White House walls in 
the early 19th century were painted or papered in light colors, 
the dark blue wall cloth from the Truman Renovation was replaced 
with a stri ped off -white fabric. 

The room was refurbished again in 1972 (Nixon). The 
upholstery design was modified on a new silk fabric of a deeper 
color used on the Bellang~ chairs, which now included three 
additional original armchairs and the berg~re . New draperies 
based on early- 19th-century French sources were i nstalled. 
The walls were covered with a wallpaper derived from a French 
fragment, c.1800, probably made by Jacquemart et B~nard. The 
ceiling medallion and cornice were replaced, based on examples 
from local houses contemporary with the Monroe White House. 
In 1975, an oval blue Chinese rug was acquired, complementing 
the shape of the room. I n 1981, one of two original curved-frame 
Bellange sofas, acquired in 1978, was added to the room's 
furnishings. 

For the 1995 refurbishing, the Committee for the 
Preservation of the White House selected a darker , sapphire blue 
for the silk upholstery fabric which repeated the previous gold 
eagle medallion design derived from a chair in the portrait of 
President Monroe. The draperies, retaining the 1972 design 
derived from early-19th-century French sources, are of a plain 
sapphire satin trimmed with a blue and gold tape adapted from 
the wallpaper frieze and topped by blue and gold valances. 
All fabrics were made by Scalamandr~ Silks, Inc., New York. 

The walls have been hung with a light gold ground paper, 
bearing alternating classical medallions in a darker gold, 
adapted from an early-19th- century American paper, probably 
copied from a French paper, in the collection of the Society 
for the Preservation of New England Antiquities in Boston. 
The borders are adapted from two early-19th-century French papers 
in the collection of the Cooper Hewitt National Design Museum, 
the Smithsonian Institution, in New York. The upper border is 
a blue drapery swag with gold classical motifs; the lower border 
along the chair rail has a blue and gold pattern with rosettes. 
This wallpaper was made by Brunschwig & Fils, New York . French 
papers were used in the White House throughout the 19th century. 
In fact, President Monroe ordered five cases of paper from France 
in 1817. 
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A carpet based on early-19th-century designs is being made 
for the room. (The mid- 19th-century Chinese carpet which had 
been in the room since 1975 was badly worn and had to be 
replaced.) The new carpet is expected to be installed in April. 

The room has been painted and gilded . to reflect the finishes 
in an American room of the first quarter of the 19th century . 
The acanthus leaves and three lines in the cornice have been 
gilded, as have the leaves and pearls in the ceiling medallion. 
[There is documentation of architectural gilding in the White 
House as early as 1817 (the Cross Hall) and 1830 (the East 
Room)). The wainscoting, door surrounds, windows and reveals, 
which have received extensive conservation redefining their 
details, have been painted white and rubbed to a •porcelain• 
finish . The faux marble paint on the baseboards has been removed 
to reveal the white marble installed in the Truman era. 

The White House Endowment Fund has contributed the funds to 
pay for the 1995 renovation and refurbishment of the Blue Room. 
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North Wall 

-4-

Boston Harbor by Fitz Hugh Lane (1804 -1865) 
oil on canvas, 1854. Lane, a self-taught Massachusetts 
artist, is noted for his luminist maritime scenes painted in 
the 1850s. The general calm of this port view, centering 
on the distant Massachuset.ts State House, is partly 
disrupted by the steamboat slicing to the foreground. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Lew Wasserman. 963.507.1 

Amerigo Vespucci and Christopher Columbus 
by Giuseppe Ceracchi (1751-1801) 

marble, c.1815. These busts, with a third of George 
Washington, were modeled c.1790-1794 but carved by the 
Pisani brothers in Florence after Ceracchi's death. 
Although his voyages were preceded by those of Columbus, 
only Vespucci realized that they both had encountered a 
new continent, which later would be named for him. 
Purchased for the White House in 1817 during the Monroe 
administration. 817.3753.1 

817.1507.l 

William Howard Taft by Anders Zorn (1860-1920), Swedish 
oil on canvas, 1911. Painted at the White House. 
President Taft is depicted in the Blue Room, seated in one 
of the 1902 armchairs , against the dark blue cloth-covered 
wall and white woodwork o f the Theodore Roosevelt 
Renovation. 
U.S . Government purchase . 912.1415.l 

Boys Crabbing by William Ranney (1813-1857) 
oil on canvas, 1855. This scene of carefree youths enjoying 
a popular pastime, perhaps Ranney's best work, exemplifies 
the American genre style . Ranney is known for paintings of 
life on the western frontier and sporting scenes of hunting 
and fishing in the vicinity of his New Jersey studio . 
Gift of The Charles E. Merrill Trust. 972.940.l 

East Wall 

James Monroe by Samuel Finley Breese Morse (1791-1872) 
oil on canvas, c.1819 . Morse, an artist and inventor, 
stayed at the White House in 1819 and painted a bust-length 
likeness of Monroe used later by the artist to create a 
full-length portrait commissioned by Charleston, South 
Carolina, which hangs today in its City Hall. The Monroe 
family ordered a head study which is believed to be this 
portrait. 
Gift of Michael Straight. 965.587.l 
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south wall 

Elizabeth Kortright Monroe (Mrs. James Monroe) 
attributed to John Vanderlyn (1775-1852) 

oil on canvas, 1816 or 1820. Vanderlyn also painted 
portraits of James Monroe. 
On loan from Thomas J. and William K. Edwards. L74.88.l 

James Madison by-John Yanderlyn (1775-1852) 
oil on canvas, 1816. Commissioned by James Monroe, 
Madison's Secretary of State and a friend of the artist; 
descended in the Monroe family. 
Gift of Mrs. Vincent Astor, the George Brown Foundation, 
Inc., The Charles W. Engelhard Foundation, The Ruth P. Field 
Fund, Inc., Laurence Rockefeller, and the White House 
Historical Association. 968.627 . 1 

Tho mas Jefferson by Rembrandt Peale (1778-1860) 
oil on canvas, 1800. Life portrait painted in Philadelphia 
while Jefferson was Vice President. Became the prototype 
for many American and European engravings and the most 
popular 19th century image of Jefferson. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs: Paul Mellon. 962.395.l 

John Adams by John Trumbull (1756-1843) 
oil on canvas, c.1792-93. Painted while Adams was Vice 
President , commissioned by Chief Justice John Jay. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association. 986.1582.1 

West Wall 

John Tyler by George P.A. Healy (1813-1894) 
oil on canvas, 1859. Based on an earlier life portrait. 
Documents on table illustrate his administration's 
accomplishments, notably, ratification of the Northeastern 
Boundary Treaty, t he annexation of Texas , and a treaty of 
peace with China. Crumpled in his left hand, is a copy of 
the National Intelligencer , suggesting his displeasure with 
what had been the administration's official paper. 
U.S. Government purchase. 859.1403.1 
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FURNISHI NGS 

Nor th wal l 

PEDESTALS, concrete , 1931, Washington, by John Early. 
Plain classical circular f orm; made for these busts . 
U.S . Government purchase . 931.1420 . l & .1508 .l 

East Wall 

SIDE CHAIR, gilded wood, 1962, American . 
Reproduction of original Bellang6 chairs, from set of 
e leven (7 arm, 4 side) placed in the Blue Room in 1962 and 
gradually replaced with original c ha i rs as re-acqui r ed . 
Gif t o f Charles Franc i s Adams . 962 .179 . 9 

PI ER TABLE , mahogany, marble, and glass, c.1810 , France. 
Mahogany columns on round shel f projec tions; white marble 
t op ; drawer . 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs . C. Douglas Dillon. 961 . 33 . 1 

ARGAND LAMPS, pair, cut glass and brass, c.1810-1815, England. 
Originally oil-burning with brighter, more smoke-free flame 
than earlier lamp forms; cut glass casing of oil f ont . 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972 . 836.1-2 

STAND, one of pair, gilded bronze, c.1817, France. 
Shallow basin; three paw-footed legs topped by seated 
sphinxes; (see west wall) . Among the French furnishings 
purchased by President James Monroe in 1817; designated to 
accompany the plateau in the "dining room.• 817 . 3677-78 

VASE, one of a pair, porcelain, c.1817, Paris, 
by Pierre Louis Dagoty. 
Scene of the Byzantine general, Belisarius, carrying a 
youth. Among the French furnishings purchased by President 
James Monroe i n 1817; designated for the "Sitting room or 
Parlor" (Red Room). 817 . 1375.1 

SCONCES, two pairs (with pair on west wall), bronze and gilded 
bronze, c.1835, France. 
Griffin torso; set with entirely gilded pair in East Room; 
bear stamp of King Louis-Philippe's Chateau de Neuilly. 
Anonymous donation. · 962 . 245 . 3- 6 

LOOKiijG GLASS, gilded wood and glass, c.1815, probably New York . 
Eglomis6 (reverse-painted glass) side panels and upper panel 
with eagle . Suggestive of overmantel mirror (a drawing 
survives) designed for this room by Benjamin Latrobe in 1809 
but destroyed in the fire of 1814. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972 . 859 . 1 



-7-

East Wall (continued) 

MANTEL, marble, c . 1810 - 1815, probably France . 
Stylized caryatids suggestive of the 1817 mantels in the 
Green and Red Rooms; on frieze, head of Medusa, whose face 
would turn the beholder to stone . 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972 . 850 . l 

FIREBACK, cast iron, c . 1812, marked "Mark Richards/ Philad". 
Decorated with starburst rosettes. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Edward V. Jones. 972 . 856.1 

ANDIRONS, pair, brass, c.1883, American. 
Urn with ring- turned finial with ball tip; double block 
plinth; spurred cabriole legs on ball-and- claw feet . 
Acquired for the Blue Room during the Tiffany redecoration . 
U.S . Government purchase. 883 . 1990 . 1-2 

FIRE TOOLS (shovel and tongs), brass and i ron, c . 1790-1800, 
probably New York. 
Acorn finials . 
Gift of the White House Historical Association. 980.1432.3-4 

FIRE SCREEN, brass and iron, c.1800, American. 
Three-fold. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association. 980.1434.1 

FRUIT COOLERS, pair, porcelain, c.1824, France. 
Initials "WCE" for Massachusetts Governor William C. Eustis, 
to whom they were presented by the Marquis de Lafayette 
during his visit to the United States, 1824-1825. 
Gift of Grafton Minot. 962.311.1-2 

MANTEL CLOCK, gilded bronze , c.1817, Paris, 
case made by Deni~re et Matel in . 
Figure of the Carthaginian gen~ral, Hannibal (247-183/182 
B.C.) with mounts commemorating victories over t he Romans. 
Among the French furnishings purchased by President James 
Monroe in 1817; designated for the "Sitting room or Parlor" 
(~ed Room). 817 . 1362.1 
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East Wall (continued) 

SEAT FURNITURE, gilded beechwood, c.1917, Paris, made by 
Pierre-Antoine Bellang~. Four armchairs (usually flanking 
fireplace), one berg~re (larger armchair with closed arms -
in center window well), two side chairs (south wall ) and 
sofa (west wall), were part of a suite purchased for the 
"large oval room" by President James Monroe in 1817. 
Although Monroe had ordered mahogany furniture, the 
purchasing agents in France substituted gilded furniture, 
a set original!~ containing 18 armchairs, 18 side chairs, 
2 sofas, 2 bergeres, 4 stools, 6 footstools, 2 screens, and 
l pier table. Most of the furniture remained in the Blue 
Room until 1860, at which time all but the pier table now 
in the Entrance Hall was sold at auction under President 
James Buchanan and replaced with Victorian furniture . 
Armchairs: Gift of Miss Catherine Bohlen . 961.14.1 

Gift of National Society of Colonial 
Dames of the XVII Century . 963.510.l 

Anonymous donation. 973.950 . l & 973.956.1 
Anonymous donation. 972.838.l ' Bergere: 

Side chairs: Anonymous donation. 962.226.1 & 962.227 . l 
Sofa: Gift of the Edison Institute. 979.1394.1 

OCCASIONAL TABLE, mahogany and marble, late 18th century, France. 
Oblong; marble top; brass trim. 
Gift of John Loeb . 962.447.1 

GUERIOON (circular table), gilded bronze and marble, 
late 18th century, Paris, stamp of Adam Weisweiler. 
By a German craftsman in Paris who was patronized by 
Queen Marie Antoinette. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.861.1 

South Wall 

ARMCHAIR, gilded wood, 1962, American. 
Reproduction of original Bellang~ chairs, from set of 
eleven (7 arm, 4 side) placed in the Blue Room in 1962 and 
gradually replaced with original chairs as re-acquired. 

PIER 

Gift o f Charles Francis Adams. 962.179.4 

TABLE, mahogany, marble, and glass, c.1815, New York, 
labeled by Charles-Honore Lannuier. 
Mahogany columns on square shelf projections; white marble 
top. 
Gift of Robert Knox . 961.168.1 

ARGAND LAMPS, pair, cut glass and brass, late 18th century, 
London, made by Johnston, Brookes & Co. 
Diamond-cut spheres as f ont and pedestal. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust . 972.864 .1-2 

STAND (see east wall ) 
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South Wall (continued) 

VASE, one of pair, porcelain, c.1817 , Paris, 
by Pierre Louis Dagoty. 
Painted scene of the Greek poet, Homer, with a youth. 
Among the French furnishings purchased by President James 
Monroe in 1817; designated for the "Sitting room or Parlor" 
(Red Room). 817.1374 . 1 

- --
west Wall 

OCCASIONAL TABLES, pair, mahogany and marble, late 18th century, 
France. 
Oblong; marble top; brass trim. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust . 972 .860.1-2 

BOUILLOTTE LAMPS, pair, gilded bronze , c.1790-1800 , France. 
Gift of John Loeb. 962 . 445 . 1-2 

SOFA, (see east wall), gilded beechwood, c.1817, Paris, 
made by Bellang,. 
curved frame to accommodate contour of the wall. 

ARMCHAIRS, two, gilded wood, 1962, American. 
Reproductions of original Bellang~ chairs, from set of 
eleven placed in the Blue Room in 1962 and gradually 
replaced with original chairs as re-acquired . 
Gift of Charles Francis Adams. 962 . 179 . 1, 6 

center 
CENTER TABLE, mahogany and marble, c.1817, France. 

Circular; white marble top. 
Among the furnishings purchased by President James Monroe in 
1817; designated for the "Sitting room or Parlor"{Red Room) . 

PUNCH BOWL, porcelain, c.1760, Chinese Export . 
"Famille rose• decoration. 
White House Acquisition Fund. 

817.170.l 

971. 691. l 

CHANDELIER, gilded wood and cut glass, c.1815-1820, France . 
Eighteen light arms on ring with palmettes; feather crown. 
Gift of J. Lloyd Hyde. 962.249.1 

WALLPAPER, silk-screened paper, 1995, New York, made by 
Brunschwig & Fils. 
Gol d medallion-patterned ground paper adapted from an early­
l9th-century American paper, probably after a French paper; 
drapery s wag top border and classical rosette bottom border, 
both in gold and a sapphire blue, after early-19th-century 
French papers. 
Gift of the White House Endowment Fund. 
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ARTWORK 

North Wall 

Boston Harbor by Fitz Hugh Lane (1804 -1865) 
oil on canvas, 1854. Lane, a self-taught Massachusetts 
artist, is noted for his luminist maritime scenes painted in 
the 1850s. The general c a lm o f this por t view, centering 
on the distant Massachusetts State House, is partly 
disrupted by the s t eamboat slicing to the for egr ound . 
Gift of Mr . and Mrs. Lew Wasserman . 963 . 507.1 

Amerigo Vespucci and Christopher Columbus 
by Giuseppe Ceracchi (1751-1801) 

marble, c . 1815. These busts, with a third of George 
Washington, were modeled c.1790-1794 but carved by the 
Pisani brochers in Florence after Ceracchi's death . 
Although his voyages were preceded by those of Columbus, 
only Vespucci realized that they both had encountered a 
new continent, which later would be named for him. 
Purchased for the White House in 181 7 during the Monroe 
administration. 817.3753.1 

817.1507.1 

Wi~liam Howard Taft by Anders Zorn (1860-1920), Swedish 
oil on canvas, 1911. Painted at the White House. 
President Taft is depicted in the Blue Room, seated in one 
of the 1902 armchairs, against the dark blue cloth-covered 
wall and white woodwork of the Theodore Roosevel t 
Renovation . 
U.S . Government pur chase. 912.1415.1 

Boys Crabbing by William Ranney (1813-1857) 
oil on canvas, 1855. This scene of carefree youths enjoying 
a popular pastime, perhaps Ranney's best work, exemplifies 
the American genre style. Ranney is known for paintings of 
life on the western frontier and sporting scenes of hunting 
and fishing in the vicinity of his New Jersey studio. 
Gift of The Charles E. Merrill Trust. 972.940.1 

East Wall 

James Monroe by Samuel Finley Breese Morse (1791 -1872) 
oil on canvas, c.1819. Morse, an artist and inventor, 
stayed at the White House in 1819 and painted a bust-length 
likeness of Monroe used later by the artist to create a 
full-length portrait commissioned by Char leston, South 
Carolina, which hangs today in its City Hall. The Monroe 
family ordered a head study which is believed to be this 
portrait . 
Gift of Michael Str aight. 965.587.1 
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South Wall 

Elizabeth Kortright Monroe (Mrs. James Monroe ) 
attributed to John Vanderlyn (1775-1852) 

oil o n canvas, 1816 or 1820. Vanderlyn also painted 
portraits of James Monroe. 
On loan from Thomas J . and Will iam K. Edwards. L74.88.l 

James Madison by John Vanderlyn ( 1775-1852 ) 
oil on canvas, 1816. Commissioned by James Monroe, 
Madison's Secretary of State and a friend of the artist; 
descended in the Monroe family. 
Gift of Mrs . Vincent Astor, the George Brown Foundation, 
Inc., The Charles W. Engelhard Foundat ion, The Ruth P. Field 
Fund, Inc., Laurence Rockefeller, and the White House 
Historical Associat ion. 968.627.1 

Thomas Jefferson by Rembrandt Peale (1778- 1860) 
oil o n c anvas, 1800. Life portrait painted in Philadelphia 
while J efferson was Vice President. Became the prototype 
for many American and European engravings and the most 
popular 19th century image of Jefferson. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs: Paul Mellon. 962.395.1 

John Adams by John Tr umbull (1756-1843) 
o il on canvas, c. 1792 - 93. Painted while Adams was Vice 
President, commissioned by Chief Justice John Jay. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association . 986.1582.1 

West Wall 

John Tyler by George P.A. Healy ( 1813 - 1894) 
oil on canvas, 1859. Based on an earlier life portrait. 
Documents on table illustrate his administration's 
accomplishments, notably, ratification of the Northeastern 
Boundary Treaty, the annexation of Texas, and a treaty of 
peace with China. Crumpled in his left hand, is a copy of 
the National Intelligencer, suggesting his displeasure with 
what had been the administration's official paper. 
U.S. Government purchase. 859.1403.1 
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FURNISHINGS 

Norch Wall 

PEDESTALS, concrete, 1931, Washington, by John Early. 
Plain classical circular form; made for these busts. 
U.S. Government purchase. 931.1420 . 1 & . 1508 . 1 

Ease Wall 

SIDE CHAIR, gilded wood, 1962, American. 
Reproduction of original Bellang~ chairs, from set of 
eleven (7 arm, 4 side) placed in t he Blue Room in 1962 and 
gradually replaced with o riginal c hairs as re -acquired. 
Gif~ of Charles Francis Adams. 962.179.9 

PIER ~ABLE, mahogany, marble, a nd glass, c.1810, France . 
Mahogany columns o n round shelf proJections; white marble 
top; drawer . 
Gift of Mr . and Mrs. C. Douglas Dillon . 961 . 33.1 

ARGAND LAMPS, pair, cut glass and brass, c.1810-1815, England. 
Originally oil-burning with brighter, more smoke-free flame 
than earlier lamp forms; cut glass c asing of oil font. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.836.1-2 

STAND, one o f pair, gilded bronze, c.1817, France. 
Shallow basin; three paw-footed legs topped by seated 
sphinxes; (see west wall) . Among the French furnishings 
purchased by President James Monroe in 1817; designated to 
accompany the plateau in the "dining room . " 817.3677-78 

VASE, o ne o f a pair, porcelain, c.1817, Paris, 
by Pierre Louis Dagoty. 
Scene of the Byzantine general, Belisarius , carrying a 
youth. Among the French furnishings purchased by President 
James Monroe in 1817; designated for the "Sitting room or 
Parlo r" (Red Room). 817.1375.1 

SCONCES , two pairs (with pair on west wall), bronze and gilded 
bronze, c.1835, France. 
Griffin torso; sec with entirely gilded pair in East Room; 
bear stamp of King Louis-Philippe's Chateau de Neuilly. 
Anonymous donation . 962.245.3-6 

LOOKiijG GLASS, gilded wood and glass, c.1615, probably New Yo rk. 
Eglomis6 (reverse-painted glass) side panels and upper panel 
with eagle. Suggestive of overmantel mirror (a drawing 
s urvives) designed for this room by Benjamin Latrobe in 1809 
but destroyed in the fire of 1814 . 
Gift o f t he Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.859.1 
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East Wall (continued) 

MANTEL, marble, c.1810-1815, probably France. 
Stylized caryatids suggestive of the 1817 mantels in the 
Green and Red Rooms; on frieze , head of Medusa, whose face 
would turn the beholder to stone . 
Gift of the Janee Neff Charitable Trust. 972.850.1 

FIREBACK, cast iron , c.1812, marked "Mark Richards/Philad". 
Decorated with starburst rosettes. 
Gift of Mr. and Mr s . Edward V. Jones. 972.856.1 

ANDIRONS, pair, brass, c . 1883, American. 
Urn with ring-turned finial with ball tip; double block 
plinth; spurred cabriole legs on ball-and-claw feet. 
Acquired for the Blue Room during the Tiffany redecoration. 
U.S. Government purchase. 883.1990.1-2 

FIRE TOOLS (shovel and congs), brass and iron, c . 1790-1800, 
probably New York . 
Acorn finials. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association . 980.1432.3-4 

FIRE SCREEN, brass and iron, c.1800 , American. 
Three-fold . 
Gift of the White House Historical Association. 980.1434.1 

FRUIT COOLERS, pair, porcelain, c.1824 , France. 
Initials "WCEtt for Massachusetts Governor William C. Euscis, 
to whom they were presented by the Marquis de Lafayette 
during his visit to the United States, 1824 -1825. 
Gift of Grafton Minot. 962 . 311.1-2 

MANTEL CLOCK, gilded bronze, c.i817 , Paris, 
case made by Deni~re et Matelin. 
Figure of the Carthaginian general, Hannibal (247-183/182 
B.C. ) with mounts commemorating victories over the Romans . 
Among the French furnishings purchased by President James 
Monroe in 1817; designated for the "Sitting room or Parlor'' 
(Red Room). 817.1362.1 
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East Wall (continued) 

SEAT FURNITURE, gilded beechwood, c.1917, Paris, made by 
Pierre-Antoine Bellang~. Four armchairs (usually flanking 
fireplace), one bergere (larger armchair with closed arms -
in center window well), two side chairs (south wall) and 
sofa (west wall), were part of a suite purchased for the 
"large oval room" by President James Monroe in 1817. 
Although Monroe had ordered mahogany furniture, the 
purchasing agents in France substituted gilded furniture, 
a set originallr containing 18 armchairs, 18 side chairs, 
2 sofas, 2 bergeres, 4 stools, 6 footstools, 2 screens, and 
1 pier table. Most of the furniture remained in the Blue 
Room until 1860, at which time all but the pier table now 
in the Entrance Hall was sold at auction under President 
James Buchanan and replaced with Victorian furniture. 
Armchairs: Gift of Miss Catherine Bohlen. .961.14.1 

Gift of National Society of Colonial 
Dames of the XVII Century. 963.510 .1 

Anonymous donation. 973.950.1 & 973.956.1 
Anonymous donation. 972.838.1 

.. 
Bergere: 
Side chairs: Anonymous donation. 962.226.1 & 962.227.1 
Sofa: Gift of the Edison Institute. 979.1394.1 

OCCASIONAL TABLE, mahogany and marble, late 18th century, France. 
Oblong; marble top; brass trim. 
Gift of John Loeb. 962.447.1 

GUERIDON (circular table), gilded bronze and marble, 
late 18th century, Paris, stamp of Adam Weisweiler. 
By a German craftsman in Paris who was patronized by 
Queen Marie Antoinette. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972 . 861.1 

South Wall 

ARMCHAIR, gilded wood, 1962, American. 
Reproduction of original Bellang~ chairs, from set of 
eleven (7 arm, 4 side) placed in the Blue Room in 1962 and 
gradually replaced with original chairs as re - acquired. 
Gift of Charles Francis Adams. 962.179.4 

PIER TABLE, mahogany, marble, and glass , c.1815, New York, 
labeled by Charles-Honore Lannuier. 
Mahogany columns on square shelf projections; white marble 
top. 
Gift of Robert Knox . 961.168 .1 

ARGAND LAMPS, pair, cut glass and brass, late 18th century, 
London, made by Johnston, Brookes & Co. 
Diamond- cut spheres as font and pedestal. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.864 .1-2 

STAND (see east wall) 
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South Wall (continued) 

VASE, one of pair, porcelain, c.1817, Paris, 
by Pierre Louis Dagoty. 
Painted scene of the Greek poet, Homer, with a youth. 
Among the French furnishings purchased by President James 
Monroe in 1817; designated for the "Sitting room or Parlor" 
(Red Room). 817 . 1374.1 

West Wall 

OCCASIONAL TABLES, pair, mahogany and marble, late 18th century, 
France. 
Oblong; marble top; brass trim. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.860.1-2 

BOUILLOTTE LAMPS, pair, gilded bronze, c.1790-1800, France . 
Gift o f John Loeb. 962.4 45.1-2 

SOFA, (see east wall), gilded beechwood, c.1817, Paris, 
made by Bellang,. 
Curved frame to accommodate contour of the wall. 

ARMCHAIRS, t wo, gilded wood, 1962, American. 
Reproductions of original Bellang~ chairs, from set of 
eleven placed in the Blue Room in 1962 and gradually 
replaced with o r iginal chairs as re - acquired. 
Gift of Charles Francis Adams. 962.179.1, 6 

Center 

CENTER TABLE, mahogany and marble, c.1817, France. 
Circular; white marble top. 
Among the furnishings purchased by President James Monroe in 
1817; designated for the "Sitting room or Parlor" (Red Room). 

PUNCH BOWL, porcelain , c.1760, Chinese Export. 
"Famille rose" decoration . 
White House Acquisition Fund . 

817.170 . l 

971 . 691.l 

CHANDELIER, gilded wood and cut glass, c . 1815-1820, France. 
Eighteen light arms on ring with palmettes; feather crown. 
Gift of J. Lloyd Hyde. 962.249.1 

WALLPAPER, silk-screened paper, 1995, New York, made by 
Brunschwig & Fils . 
Gold medallion-patterned ground paper adapted from an early-
19th-century American paper, probably after a French paper; 
d r apery s wag top border and classical rosette bottom border, 
both in gold and a sapphire blue, after early-19th-century 
French papers. 
Gift of the White House Endowment Fund. 
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$Adv2 
For r lease Weekend Editions, Jan. 28-29, and thereafter 
White House Famed Blue Room Getting A Mak~over 
Eds: £TRANSMITS to fix release dates, photo numbers 
With P Photos WXl0l-104 of Jan. 25 
By LARENCE L. KNUTSON= Associated Press Writera 

WAS INGTON (AP) Designed to suit George Washington's formality, the Blue 
Room o the White House has served tor 195 years as the center of state, an 
ovals age for presidents and their families. 

Soo , for the first time since 1972, the Blue Room wi ll present 
a ne w ac ade to the world. First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton is determined 
tha t aft er this renovation, the Blue Room will be bluer than it has been for 
the la ~t 23 years . 

The Committee for the Preservation of the White House concluded in 1990 
that t ,,e Blue Room had become unpresidentially frayed after nearly two decades 
of con~tant use and recommended that it be renovated. Following a long period 
of des ;gn and planning, work began after Christmas decorations were stripped 
away. 

The nation's governors will be the first to see the results when they are 
rece ived at the White House by the Clintons this weekend . Mrs . Clinton will 
publicly unveil the room's new look on Feb. 17. 

The Blue Room has welcomed millions of guests and tourists over two 
centur i es . It has accoll\Jllodated both weddings and funerals and the after-dinner 
singinry of a president's daughter. 

The oval room has housed one president's French empire furniture, 
another 's Victrola, and a third's prized lionskin rug. 

When raucous inaugural crowds pressed in on President Andrew Jackson so 
tightl y he gasped for air, he escaped through the room's tall windows onto the 
South Portico and found refuge in his hotel. 

In August 1814, when a messenger dispatched by the French ambassador tried 
to savo the White House trom the torch, he found British Maj . Gen . Robert Ross 
in the oval reception room supervising soldiers piling furniture in a heap to 
better encourage the flames. 

\ nd in 1948 the tinkling and chiming of the Blue Room's crystal chandelier 
du1.ng a Truman administration reception sent warning that the 148-year-old 
house was dangerously unstable, which led to the reconstruction of the 
interior. · 

When first lady Patricia Nixon tackled the Blue Room 23 years ago, the 
walls were draped in creamy white wall paper, decorated at the top and bottom 
wit~ blue borders. But most of the blue in the room came from the drapes and 
the upholstery. 

By 1994, the room's carpet , made in China in the 1850 1 s for a French 
palac e, was deemed beyond repair. The entire room, Mrs. Clinton said, was a 
little bit tired.'' 

When workers clear away the scaffolds and the dropcloths, the walls will 
be a patterned beige bordered with resplendent deep-blue and gold borders. 

· 'It will be a stronger , bolder room. The carpet and the upholstering on 
the furniture and the draperies will be blue,'' said Neel Lattimore, a 
s pokesman for the first lady. 

The Blue Room, flanked by the equally historic Green Room and Red Room, 
has always been oval . But it wasn't always blue. 

That didn't happen until 1837 when President Martin Van Buren applied 
1i rr e lf to interior decoration. 

~ne room had originally been red. The color changed to green in Jackson's 
time . Van Buren preferred blue. And to greater and lesser extents, blue it has 
r emaine d. 

The design o f the oval reception room dates to the 1790's plans of James 
Hoban, the architect of the White Houce. But i~s origins are rooted in the 



r eserved c omportment of George Washington, the only president never to live in 
the White House. 

William Seale, in his two-volume history ''The President's House,'' writes 
that when a residence was made ready for the first president in Philadelphia, 
Washington ordered changes to make its principal reception room oval. 

Th~ reason: He wanted an architectural arrangement that would permit him 
to avo =d handshaking which he regarded as too familiar for a chief executive. 

Kee,~ing his hands occupied with a hat and his sword, Washington met his 
guests standing in the oval room with his back to the central fireplace. 

Gues ts, Seale wrote, would enter the room, approach the president, bow, 
a nd s tep back to a prearranged spot near the wall . 

''on the qua rter h our the door s would shut and the president walke d around 
t h e circle , add ressing ~ a c h gue st from memory,'' Se ale wrote a nd added: 

The Br i t ish fi r e in 1814 burne d t he White Hou s e to its s a ndstone walls, 
l eavin~ J a mes Monroe with the task of furnishing the rebuilt mansion . 

Mon;·oe, a former U. S. envoy to Franc e, s e nt agents to Paris where they 
f ound furniture makers eager to dispose of the elegant chairs and t ables made 
be fore the fall of Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte. 

The Napoleonic eagle was a fair substitute for the American eagle and 
Monroe 's agents shipped gilded furniture carved not only with eagles but olive 
leaves , stars and classical figures. 

··uch of that furniture was later dispersed although s ome of it has never 
lef t the White House. Today the Blue Room has one settee and seven chairs 
purc h a s ed by Monro e from the Paris cabinetmaker Pierre-Antoine Bellange. 

Presidential me mories troop through the room like a cavalry charge. 
Ang~lic a Van Buren, the president's White House bride, drew stinging 

c r i tic ism for appearing as the centerpiece of a Blue Room tableaux, living 
paintings favored by Britain's young Queen Victoria . 

Pr e sident James Polk and his imlllediate successors, including Abraham 
Lir ·oln, stood behind a heavy marble Blue Room table to protect themselves 
frc c ro~ds pressing into the room during receptions. · 

Mrs. James Polk outright refused to let newfangled gas lighting i nvade the 
Blue Room. And when the gas failed during a grand reception, she emerged 
triumphant, standing in the Blue Room bathed in candlelight. 

TJnder President Ches ter A. Arthur the state floors were redecorated 
el~ ~rately by Tiffany . . And in an inside joke, the Blue Room, becau s e of its 
ov, egg shape, was painted robin's- egg blue. 

' lliam Howard Taft ins talled a Victrola and a collection of r e cords 
r a r . ng from ragtime to opera. He p e rsonally turned the crank. 

,' r e sident Grover Cleveland married Frances Folsom in the candle l it Blue 
Room. Woodrow Wilson's daughters Jessie and Nell were married there a nd 
another Wi lson d a ughter, Margaret, 01ten sang for after-dinner gue sts in Blue 
Room music ales. 

- ranklin Delano Roosevelt .installe d a lionskin rug, the gift of Emperor 
Ha j e Selas sie of Ethiopia. 

onald Reagan used the Blue . Room in 1981 to receive the American hostages, 
f in l ly freed from captivity in Iran 

£nd Adv for Weekend Editions , Jan. 28-29 

**** filed by:APE-(--) on 01/25/95 at 16:04EST **** 
**** printed by : WHP~(JEL) on 01/26/95 at 09:12EST **** 
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~IL'Yl'J EVINS, LTD. 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

PUBLIC R EL A TI ONS 

Neel Lattimore 
The First Lady's Press Office 
Via fax: 202-456-7805 

Peggy Fries 
Marilyn Evins, Ltd. for Scalamandre 

February 15, 1995 

SUBJECT: CHICAGO TRIBUNE 

Well, we had another request for a photo. 

Mary Daniels, home reporter for the Chicago Tribune would like to receive the 
publicity photo and press materials of the Blue Room via overnight mall. 

Ms. Mary Daniels 
Chicago Tribune 
435 N. Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60611 

312-222-3232 

Please confirm if you will send. We d id give her your name and telephone number 
and told her that she should contact you for information pertaining to The Blue 
Room. As a courtesy, we said we would contact you for the press materials and 
photo. 

Also, with regard to Julie Iovine, New York Times Magazine: The reason she requested 
the photo ASAP is because she is considering running something in the daily too. 

Thank you again Neel. Good Luci< with all of your events on Friday . 

... . 
635 1\11AOISON AVENUE • NEV\/ YORK, NEW YORK 1 C:.022 

2126SS-S20.J•FAX212835-6730 
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IVLARIL'fl'J EVINS, LTD. 
PU ■ LIC R ■ LATIDN ■ 

TELECOPY COVER SHBBT 

DATB OF TRANSMISSION:,_..;..I .12::::::..1,1-+19~6'----------­
TO WHOM: Neel Latr1mofe,, 
COMPANY/PAX NUMBER: w ht~Hafe, eress (fflCe 
FROM WHO • 2.0'2-·fSb•7~05 
PLEASE DISTRIBUTB COPU~S TO._• _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _____ __ _ 

NUMBER OF PAGBS TO FOLLOW•.__ ;;:.__ CLIENT NUMBEa:018() 

MESSAGE/NOTE:, ___ _______ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ 

TllilfK'lmllt ccmlllw tn!ormatioa wllWIW cnaybeL!GAlLYf'llVILICED, PIOmBTAII.YINNATUU,o a OTHDWISI 
PI.OTECTEO BY LAW BOM Dl&CLOSlJU. and~) le lntauftd onlt for th• 'llH of the Acldrt .. ,(,) namtd above. If )'Oil lit 
not tkt Add.raM., or the ,-ncm n ~ ble lw 4t1.lftrin1 th!. to lht Ad clrt11NC.), )'OU art 11 enb7 notif\14 that na4tilg. COl')'tfts 
or 4itWibutlng tht. f1aunU. te pzobll,ltt4. U 1" haw recdvtd thll fac:limU. 1n taoz, pleUf Mtphane ue Ul'UNctiately 111d 
IIS&l1 the flaimile back t. 111 t t the ad4na be1ow. Thank )'Oil, 

635 MADISON AVENUE • NE'N YORK , NEW YORK 1 CXJ22 
2 12688-82CXJ •FAX2 12935673J 
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IVIARILYl'J EVINS, LTD. 
PU ■ LIC A ■ L A T ION8 

TO! Mr. Neel Lattimore 
The White House Press Office 

FRO:M: Peggy Fries 
Marilyn Evins, Ltd. for Scalamandre 

DATB: January 27, 1995 

SUBJECT: The Blue Room 

Thank you for taking the time to speak with me regarding the interior design of The 
Blue Room and your plans to contact the media fot it& preview and official unveiling. 

As we discussed, I have included with this fax the list of media that we would like to 
receive any information regarding the interior design and history of The Blue Room, 
including the press materials your The Press Office plans to issue on Monday 
morning, January 30th. I would also request that a copy of the press materials be 
faxed to my office, and the photograph you are sending be forwarded as well. I am 
planning on being in my office on Sunday, so if the press release is written by then I 
would appreciate seeing it as soon u possible. 

We understand that we are not to proactively publicize Scalamandr4's Involvement at 
this time, but hope that you will include the firm in materials that you are sending. 

Once you release additional photographs, as I mentioned, Mrs. Bitter, president of 
Sealamandre, would greatly appreciate a set for use with her lectures to the interior 
design community. 

If you have any questions pertaining this fax or regarding Scalamandrf in general, 
please let me know. Should you need to reach me this weekend, please feel free to 
call me at home at 201-795-1696 or leave a voice mail message at my office at 212-
688-8200 ext. 32. 

835 MADSON AVENUE • NEW YORK, NE\N' YORK 1 c:x:l22 
e12sae-eeco • FAX212935-873) 
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Louil Oropp 
HQ1llo Beautiful 
1700 Broadway 
New York. NY 10019 
phone 212.903.5204 
fax 212.765.8292 

Arlene Hint. Senior Delian Reporter 
Mctrqpolitan HQmo 
1633 Broadway 
New York, NY 10019 
phone 212.767.5527 
fax 212.767.5636 

Donna Warner 
Metropoligui Home 
1633 Broadway 
Now York, NY 10019 
phone 212.767.5526 
fax 212.767 .5636 

Anne Foxlcy 
New York M1HPOO 
?SS Second A venue 
New York. NY 10017 
phone 212.880.0804 
fax 

Sarah Medford 
Town & Counu:y 
1700 Broadway · 
New York. NY 10019 
phone 212.903.~062 
fax 212.765.8308 

Pamela Fiori 
Town &; QrunflY 
1700 Broadway· 
New York, NY 10019 
phone 212.903.5334 
fax 212.765.8308 
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Doris Athinco1 
D,4ition,1 Homa M1&nint 
750 Third Avenue 
New York NY 10010 
ph0t1e 212.551.7074 
fax 212.551.691~ 

fun Rcafnaw 
!ill 
7 West 34th StrtJCt 
New York. NY iOOOl 
phone 212.630.35!2 
fax 212.630.3566 

Liz For1ani 
Toe New Ygrk PIUY News 
220 Eut 4lnd Street 
New York, NY 10017 
phone 212.210.2100 
fax 212.210.2203 

Beth Shennan 
&w York Newsday 
Two Park Avenue 
New York. NY 10016 
phone ,16.843.2314 
fax S 16.843.2953 

Nancy Ruhlin& 
New York Newsdu 
Two Park Avenue 
New York. NY 10016 
phone 516,843.2P39 
fax 516.843.2953 

Ms. Julie lovine 
:tiow York Tunes Maaaiioa 
229 West 43rd Street 
New York, NY 10036 
phone 212.556.1234 
fax 212.556.7382 
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History 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

THE BLUE ROOM 

Office of the Curator 
January 1995 

White House architect James Hoban's 1792 plans for the 
"President's House" noted that the first floor oval room was to 
be the most elegant of the formal State Rooms. For John Adams 
and Thomas Jefferson, however, the r oom served as the principal 
entrance, its windows opening to wooden stairs which led to the 
south grounds . 

It was not until 1809 that the room became the principal 
formal drawing room of the White House when it was completely 
furnished by Dolley Madison and Benjamin Latrobe. The Madisons 
received their guests there on New Year's Day in 1810 in what was 
then called the "Oval Drawing Room." Among the objects which 
Dolley Madison had removed to safety before evacuating the house 
in 1814 were the red velvet draperies hanging in this room. 

In the refurnishing of the house after the fire of 1814, 
the Monroes ordered mahogany furniture for this room, but the 
purchasing agents in France substituted a 53-piece suite of 
gilded furniture made in Paris by Pierre-Antoine Bellang~ . 
Although most of this suite was sold at auction in 1860 , 
eight original pieces have been returned to the room since 1961 . 

The room was known by its shape - "Elliptical", "Oval", or 
"Circular" - until the color was changed to blue in 1837 under 
Martin Van Buren. It then became the "Blue Room," although it 
was called the "Violet Blue Parlor" under the Grants and the 
11 Robin's Egg Blue Room" after Chester Arthur's redecoration. 

The room has been the scene of many family celebrations . 
Two of President Hayes' children were christened there in 1877. 
In 1886, the only President to be married i n the White House, 
Grover Cleveland, was joined in marriage to his former ward, 
Frances Folsom, in a Blue Room ceremony. In this century Woodrow 
Wilson's daughter, Eleanor, was also married in the room. 

Although special meetings, luncheons , and dinners have been 
held in the room, throughout the years it has continued to be 
used for the purpose first intended - the formal reception room 
of the White House. It is here that the President and his wife 
often receive guests during State receptions and where the 
c redentials of foreign ambassadors have been presented to the 
President. The first Chinese delegation to present credentials 
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to an American President was received by President Hayes in the 
Blue Room in 1878. Since 1961 (excepting 1962 and 1969), the 
principal White House ChrisLmas tree has been placed in the 
center of the room. 

The room was refurbished in 1963 (Kennedy), utilizing the 
three original Bellange chairs (one arm , two side) which had been 
reacquired for the White House collection in 1961-62 and eleven 
reproductions (seven arm, four side) made i n 1962. All of the 
chairs were upholstered in an aquamarine silk with a cream­
colored eagle medal lion based on the upholstery on an oval-back 
Monroe-era chair depicted in a portrait of President Monroe by 
John Vanderlyn (City of New York). Since many White House walls 
in Lhe early 19th century were painted or papered in light 
colors , the dark blue wall cloth from the Truman Renovation was 
replaced with a striped off-white fabric. 

The room was refurbished again in 1972 (Nixon). The 
upholstery design was modified on a new silk fabric of a deeper 
color used on the Bel l ange chairs, which now included three 
additional original armchairs and the bergere. New draperies 
based on early -19th-century French sources were installed . 
The walls were covered wi th a wallpaper derived from a French 
f ragment, c. 1800, probably made by Jacquemart et B~nard. The 
ceiling medallion and cornice were replaced, based on examples 
f rom local houses contemporary with the Monroe White House. 
In 1975, an oval blue Chinese rug was acquired, compl ementing 
the shaP,e of the room. In 1981, one of two original curved-frame 
Bellang~ sofas , acquired i n 1978, was added to the r oom' s 
furni s hings . 

Fo r the 1995 refurbishing (Clinton) , a darker, sapphire blue 
was selected f or the silk upholstery fabric which repeated t he 
previous gold eagle medallion design derived from a chair in the 
portrait of President Monroe. The draperies, retaining the 1972 
design derived from early-19th-century French sources, are of a 
plain sapphire satin trimmed with a blue and gold tape adapted 
from t he wallpaper fri eze and topped by blue and gold valances. 
Al l f abrics were made by Scalamandre Silks, Inc., New York . 

The wal ls have been hung with a light gold ground paper, 
bearing alternating classical medall ions i n a darker gold, 
adapted from an early-19th-century American paper, probably 
copied from a French paper, in the collection o f the Society 
for the Preservation o f New England Antiquities in Boston. 
The borders are adapte d from t wo early-19th- century French papers 
in the collection o f the Cooper Hewitt National Design Museum, 
the Smithsonian Institution, in New York . The upper border is 
a blue drapery swag with gold classical motifs; the lower border 
along the chair rail has a blue and gold pattern with rosettes. 
This wallpaper was made by Brunschwig & Fils , New York. French 
papers were used in the White House throughout the 19th century . 
In fact, President Monroe ordered five cases o f paper from France 
in 1817. 



-3-

A carpet based on early -19th-century designs is being made 
for the room. (The mid-19th-century Chinese carpet which had 
been in the room since 1975 was badly worn and had to be 
replaced.) The new carpet is expected to be installed in April. 

The room has been painted and gilded to reflect the finishes 
in an American room of the first quarter of the 19th century. 
The acanthus leaves and thr ee l ines in the cornice have been 
gilded, as have the leaves and pearls in the ceiling medallion. 
[There is documentation o f arch itectural g i lding in the White 
House as early as 1817 (the Cross Hall) and 1830 (the East 
Room)]. The wainscoting, d oor surrounds, windows and reveals, 
which have received extensive conservation redefining their 
details, have been painted white and rubbed to a "porcelain" 
finish. The faux marble paint on the baseboards has been re~oved 
to reveal the white marble installed in the Truman era. 

The White House Endowment Fund has contributed the funds to 
pay for the 1995 renovation and refurbishment of the Blue Roo~. 
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ARTWORK 

North Wall 

Boston Harbor by Fitz Hugh Lane (1804-1865) 
oil on canvas , 1854. Lane, a self-taught Massachusetts 
artist, is noted for his luminist maritime scenes painted in 
the 1850s. The general calm of this port view, centering 
on the discant Massachusetts State House, is partly 
disrupted by the steamboat slicing to the foreground. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Lew Wasserman. 963.507.1 

Amerigo Vespucci and Christopher Columbus 
by Giuseppe Ceracchi (1751-1801) 

marble, c.1815. These busts, with a third of George 
Was~ing~on, were modeled c.1790-1794 but carved by the 
Pisani brochers in Florence after Ceracchi's deach . 
Al~hough his voyages were preceded by those of Columbus, 
only Vespucci realized that they boch had encountered a 
new continent, which later would be named for him. 
Purchased for the White House in 1817 during the Monroe 
administration. 817.3753.l 

817.1507.1 

William Howard Taft by Anders Zorn (1860-1920), Swedish 
oil on canvas, 1911. Painted at the White House. 
President Taft is depicted in the Blue Room, seated in one 
of the 1902 armchairs, against the dark blue cloth-covered 
wall and white woodwork of the Theodore Roosevelt 
Renovation. 
U.S. Government purchase . 912.1415.1 

Boys Crabbing by William Ranney (1813-1857) 
oil on canvas, 1855. This scene of carefree youths enjoying 
a popular pastime, perhaps Ranney's best work, exemplifies 
the American genre style. Ranney is known for paintings of 
life on the western frontier and sporting scenes of hunting 
and fishing in the vicinity of his New Jersey studio. 
Gift of The Charles E. Merrill Trust. 972.940.1 

East Wall 

James Monroe by Samuel Finley Breese Morse (1791-1872) 
oil on canvas, c.1819. Morse, an artist and inventor, 
stayed at the White House in 1819 and painted a bust-length 
likeness of Monroe used later by the artist to create a 
full-length portrait commissioned by Charleston, South 
Carolina , which hangs today in its City Hall. The Monroe 
family ordered a head study which is believed to be this 
portrait. 
Gift of Michael Straight. 965.587.1 
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South Wall 

Elizabeth Ko r t r i g ht Monroe (Mrs. Jame s Mo nroe) 
attri buted to J o hn Va nderl yn (1 77 5-18 52 ) 

o il o n c anvas , 1816 or 1820. Va nde rlyn also pain ted 
po rtraits o f James Mo nroe. 
On l o an from Thomas J. and Will i am K. Edwards. L74.88.l 

J a mes Madison by John Vanderlyn ( 1775 - 1852 ) 
oil on canvas, 1816. Commissioned by James Monroe, 
Madi s on's Secretary of State and a fr i end of the artist; 
desc ended in the Monroe family. 
Gift of Mrs. Vincent Astor, the George Brown Foundatio n, 
Inc ., The Charl e s W. Engelhard Founda tion, The Rut h P. Fi e l d 
Fund , I nc. , Laure nc e Rocke fe ller, a nd the White House 
Historical Associat ion . 968 .627.1 

Tho mas Jefferson by Rembr andt Peale (1778-1860) 
oil o n canvas , 1800 . Life p ortr a it painted in Philadelphia 
whi l e J efferson was Vice Preside nt . Became the prototype 
for many Americ an and European engravings and the mo st 
popular 19th century image of Jefferson. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mellon. 962.395. 1 

J o hn Adams by John Trumbull (175 6 - 1843 ) 
oil on canvas, c.1792-93. Painted while Adams was Vice 
President, co mmissioned by Chief Justice J o hn Jay . 
Gift of the White House Historical Association. 986 . 1582.l 

West Wall 

John Tyler by George P.A. Healy (1813-1894 ) 
oil on canvas, 1859 . Based on an earlier life portrait. 
Documents on table illustrate his administration's 
accomplishments, notably, ratification of the Northeastern 
Boundary Treaty, the annexation of Texas, and a treaty o f 
peace with China. Crumpled in his left hand, is a copy of 
the National Intelligencer, suggesting his displeasure with 
what had been the administration's official paper. 
U.S. Government purchase . 859.1403.1 
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FURNISHINGS 

North Wall 

PEDESTALS, concrete, 1931, Washington, by John Early. 
Plain classical circular form; made for these busts. 
U.S . Government purchase. 931.1420 . 1 & . 1508.1 

East Wall 

SIDE CHAIR, gilded wood, 1962, American. 
Repro duction of original Bellang~ chairs, from set of 
eleven (7 arm, 4 side) placed in the Blue Room in 1962 and 
gradually replaced with original c hairs as re -acquired. 
Gift of Charles Francis Adams. 962.1 79.9 

PIER TABLE, mahogany, marble, and glass, c.1810, France. 
Mahogany columns on round shelf projeccions; wh ite marble 
top; drawer. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. C. Douglas Dillon. 961.33.1 

ARGAND LAMPS, pair, cut glass and brass, c.1810-1815, England. 
Originally oil - burning with brighter, more smoke-free flame 
than earlier lamp forms; cut glass casing of oil font. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.836.1 -2 

STAND, one of pair , gilded bronze, c.1817, France. 
Shallow basin; three paw-footed legs topped by seated 
sphinxes; (see west wall). Among the French furnishings 
purchased by President James Monroe in 1817 ; designated to 
accompany the plateau in the "dining room." 817.3677-78 

VASE, one of a pair, porcelain, c.1817, Paris, 
by Pierre Louis Dagoty. 
Scene of the Byzantine general, Belisarius, carrying a 
youth. Among the French furnishings purchased by President 
James Monroe in 1817; designated for the "Sitting room or 
Parlor" (Red Room). 817 . 1375.1 

SCONCES, t wo pairs (with pair on west wall), bronze and gilded 
bronze , c.1835, France. 
Griffin torso; set with entirely gilded pair in East Room; 
bear stamp of King Louis - Philippe's Chateau de Neuilly. 
Anonymous donation . 962.245.3 - 6 

LOOKiijG GLASS, gilded wood and glass, c . 1815, probably New York. 
Eglomis~ (reverse-painted glass) side panels and upper panel 
with eagle. Suggestive of overmantel mirror (a drawing 
survives) designed for this room by Benjamin Latrobe in 1809 
but destroyed in the fire of 1814 . 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.859.l 
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East Wall (continued) 

MANTEL, marble , c.1810-1815 , probably France . 
Sty lized caryatids suggestive of the 1817 mantels in the 
Green and Red Rooms; on frieze, head of Medusa, whose face 
would turn the beholder to stone . 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.850.1 

FIREBACK, cast iron, c .1812, marked HMark Richards/Philad". 
Decorated with starburst rosettes. 
Gift of Mr. and Mrs. Edward V. Jones . 972.856.1 

ANDIRONS, pair, brass, c.1883, American. 
Urn with ring-turned finial with ball tip; double block 
plinth; spurred cabriole legs on ball-and-claw feet . 
Acquired for the Blue Room during the Tiffany redecoration. 
U.S. Government purchase. 883.1990.1 - 2 

FIRE TOOLS (shovel and tongs), brass and iron, c.1790-1800, 
probably New York. 
Acorn finials . 
Gift of the White House Historical Association . 980 .1432 . 3-4 

FIRE SCREEN, brass and iron, c.1800, American. 
Three-fold. 
Gift of the White House Historical Association. 980 . 1434 . 1 

FRUIT COOLERS, pai r, porcelain, c.1824, France. 
Initials "WCE~ for Massachusetts Governor William C. Eustis, 
to whom they were presented by the Marquis de Lafayette 
during his visit to the United States, 1824- 1825 . 
Gift of Grafton Minot. 962.311.1-2 

MANTEL CLOCK , gilded bronze, c.1817, Paris, 
case made by Deni~re et Matelin. 
Figure o f the Carthaginian general, Hannibal (2 47 -183/182 
B.C.) with mounts commemorating victories over the Romans . 
Among the French furnishings p urchased by President James 
Monroe in 1817; designated for the HSitting room or Parlor" 
(Red Room) . 817.1362.1 
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East Wall (continued) 

SEAT FURNITURE, gilded beechwood , c.1917, Paris, made by 
Pierre-Antoine Bellang~. Four armchairs (usually flanking 
fireplace), one bergere (larger armchair with closed arms -
in center window well), t wo side chairs (south wall ) and 
sofa (west wall ) , were part o f a suite purchased for the 
"large oval room" by President James Monroe in 1817. 
Although Monroe had ordered mahogany furniture, the 
purchasing agents in France substituted gilded furniture, 
a set originallt containing 18 armchairs, 18 side chairs, 
2 sofas, 2 bergeres, 4 stools, 6 footstools, 2 screens, and 
1 pier table . Most of the furniture remained i n the Blue 
Room until 1860, at which time all but the pier table now 
i n the Entrance Hall was sold at auction under President 
James Buchanan and replaced with Victorian furniture. 
Armchairs : Gift of Miss Catherine Bohlen. ,961.14.l 

Gift of National Society o f Colonial 
Dames of the XVI I Century. 963 . 51 0 . 1 

Anonymous donation. 973.950 .1 & 973.956 .1 
Anonymous donation. 972.838.1 

.... 
Bergere : 
Side chairs: Anonymous donation. 962.226.1 & 962.227.1 
Sofa: Gift of the Edison Institute. 979.1394.l 

OCCASIONAL TABLE, mahogany and marble, late 18th century , France . 
Oblong; marble t op ; brass trim. 
Gift of John Loeb . 962.447.l 

GUERIDON (circular table), gilded bronze and marble, 
late 18th century, p'aris, stamp of Adam Weiswe iler. 
By a German craftsman in Paris who was patronized by 
Queen Marie Antoinette. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.861.1 

South Wall 

ARMCHAIR, gilded wood, 1962, American. 
Reproduction of o riginal Bellang~ chairs, 
eleven (7 arm, 4 side) placed in the Blue 
gradually replaced wi t h original chairs as 
Gift of Charle s Francis Adams. 

from set of 
Room in 1962 and 
re-acquired. 

962.179.4 

PIER TABLE , mahogany, marble, and glass, c.1815, New York, 
labeled by Charles-Ho nor~ Lannuier. 
Mahogany columns on square shel f projections; whi te marble 
top . 
Gift of Robert Kno x. 961 . 168.1 

ARGAND LAMPS, pair, cut glass and bras s, late 18th century, 
London, made by Johnston, Brookes & Co. 
Diamond-cut spheres as font and pedestal. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust . 972.864.1-2 

STAND (see east wall ) 
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South Wall (continued) 

VASE, one of pair, porcelain, c.1817, Paris, 
by Pierre Louis Dagoty. 
Painted scene of the Greek poet, Homer, with a youth. 
Among the French furnishings purchased by President James 
Monroe in 1817; designated for the "Sitting room or Parlor" 
(Red Room). 817.1374.1 

West Wall 

OCCASIONAL TABLES, pair, mahogany and marble, late 18th century, 
France. 
Oblong; marble top; brass trim. 
Gift of the Janet Neff Charitable Trust. 972.860.:-2 

BOUILLOTTE LAMPS , pair, gilded bronze, c.1790 - 1800, France. 
Gift of John Loeb. 962.445.1-2 

SOFA, (see east wall), gilded beechwood, c.1817, Paris, 
made by Bellang~. 
Curved frame to accommodate contour of the wall. 

ARMCHAIRS , two, gilded wood, 1962, American. 
Reproductions of original Bellange chairs, from set of 
eleven placed in the Blue Room in 1962 and gradually 
replaced wi th original chairs as re-acquired. 
Gift of Charles Francis Adams. 962.179.1, 6 

Center 

CENTER TABLE, mahogany and marble, c.1817, France. 
Circular; white marble top. 
Among the furnishings purchased by President James Monroe in 
1817; designated for the "Sitting room or Parlor"(Red Room). 

PUNCH BOWL, porcelain, c.1760, Chinese Export. 
"Famille rose" decoration . 
White House Acquisition Fund. 

817.170.1 

971.691.1 

CHANDELIER, gilded wood and cut glass, c.1815-1820, France. 
Eighteen light arms on ring with palmettes; feather crown. 
Gift of J. Lloyd Hyde. 962.249 . 1 

WALLPAPER, silk-screened paper, 1995, New York, made by 
Brunschwig & Fils . 
Gold medallion -patterned ground paper adapted from an early-
19th-century American paper, probably after a French paper; 
drapery s wag top border and classical rosette bottom border, 
both in gold and a sapphire blue, after early-19th-century 
French papers . 
Gift of the White House Endowment Fund. 
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WHI TE HOUSE ENDOWMENT FUND ANNOUNCES COMPLETI ON OP 
BLUB ROOK RENOVATIONS AND REFURBISHING 

WASHINGTON, DC -- The White House Endowment Fund is pleased to 
a n nounce their participat ion and support in the completion of the 
renovation of the Blue Room of the White House . 

Renovating and refurbishing of the Blue Room began on January 3 , 
1995. Work done i n the Blue Room includes replacing the wall 
pape r , drapes and furniture fabric, repainting the room, and the 
preservation and conservation of historic objects in the room. 

The Blue Room project is the first major White House renovation 
project funded exclusively by the White House Endowment Fund. 
The Blue Room will be officially reopened on February 17, 1995 at 
t h e bi- annual meeting of the Committee for The Preservation of 
the White House. 

The White House Endowment Fund was established in 1990 as a non­
profit charitable organization and subsidiary of the White House 
Historical Association to raise a $25 million e ndowment. The 
purpose of this endowment is to support, in perpetuity, the 
preservation and conservati on of the public rooms of the White 
House, and the acquisition of objects for the White House 
collection of fine and decorative arts. 

The estimated cost for the renovation a n d refurbishing of the 
Blue Room is $358,358 . 80 . Funds sufficient to underwrite the 
c ost of the project were made available through the investment 
proceeds accrued from the Endowment Fund's current principal of 
$12 million . 

The Chief Usher and Curator of The White House are authorized to 
request support from the endowment for all projects . The Board 
of Directors of the White House Endowment Fund is responsible for 
raising the endowment and approving expenditures within an amount 
specified for spending each year . Contributions made to the 
White House Endowment Fund are tax-deductible to the maximum 
extent allowed by law. 

-more-

740] ACKSON PLACE. NW♦ WASHl:-IGT0!-1, 0 .C. 20503 ♦ 202/789-1145 

FAX 202/789-0440 
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The Chair of the White House Endowment Fund is Mrs. Nancy M. 
Folger. More than one hundred and fifty individuals, 
corporations , and private foundations have contributed to the 
White House Endowment Fund. 

For additional information contact: Mr. Neil Horstman, Executive 
Vice President, White House Historical Association - 202-737-
0025, or, Mrs. Nancy M. Folger, Chair, the White House Endowment 
Fund - 202-789-1145. 

II# 
Attached: List of suppliers 

EDITORS NOTE: The Blue Room will be officially unveiled on 
February 17, 1995 at the meeting of the Committee for the 
Preservation of the White House. There will be a press preview 
of the room and an opportunity to talk with the First Lady and 
the individuals involved in the renovation and refurbishing 
project at that time. Space for this press preview i s limited. 
Please contact the First Lady's Press Office is you would like to 
cover this event - 202-456-2960. 



WHITE HOUSE ENDOWMENT FUND 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Mrs. Nancy M. Folger, Chair 

Mrs. Earle M. Craig, Jr . , Past Chair and current member 

Mrs . Anne Fisher 

Mrs. Graham Gund 

Mr. George B. Hartzog, Jr. 

Mrs. Suzanne V. Hascoe 

Mr. Roger Horchow 

Mrs . Linda Johnson Rice 

Mrs. Thomas McLarty 

Mr. A. Paul Prosperi 

Mrs . William D. Ruckelshaus 

Mr. Alfred R. Stern 

Ms. Susan P. Thomases 



1995 BLUE ROOM RENOVATION 

SUPPLIERS 

WALLPAPER (manufacture) 

Mr. Thomas Marshall 
Brunschwig & Fils 
(914) 684-5800 

WALLPAPER (installation) 

Mr . Robert Kelly 
WRN Associates 
(413) 243 - 3489 

FABRIC 

Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Bitter (Adriana) 
Scalamandre Silks, Inc. 
(718) 361-8500 

UPHOLSTERY (labor) 
DRAPERY (labor) 

Mr. Nelson Wurz 
Nelson Beck of Washington, Inc. 
(202) 387-4114 

GILDING WORK (furniture) 

Mr. Thom Gentle 
Thom Gentle Consultants 
(802) 694-1475 

PAINTING & ARCHITECTURAL GILDING 

Mr . Brandon Thompson 
Interiors 
(703) 519-8870 

MARBLE WORK 

Mr . Daniel Errigo 
U.S. Marble & Granite 
(301) 595-7400 

ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURES 

$ 24,215 . 00 

$13 ,133 . 80 

$112,000.00 

$ 38,250 . 00 
S 15 ,000 . 00 

$ 25,000 . 00 

$ 61,560.00 

$ 3,500 . 00 



.. 
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REIMBURSEMENT TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
(la bor and other support) 

ESTIMATED COST FOR CARPET 

ESTIMATE TOTAL 

S 17,200.00 

S 48,500.00 

$358,358 . 80 
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TBB COMMITTEE FOR TBB PRESERVATION OP 
THE WBITB BOUSB ANNOUNCES COMPLETION OP 
BLUE ROOM RENOVATIONS AND REFURBISHING 

WASHINGTON, DC -- The Committee for The Preservation of The White 
House today announced the completion of the renovation and 
refurbishing of the White House's Blue Room. The refurbishing 
was governed by the historic French objects purchased by 
President James Monroe in 1817 . The process for the renovation 
and refurbishing of the Blue Room began in 1990 when the 
committee recommended that the room be refurbished . 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton serves as honorary chair of the 
c ommittee and was actively involved in the refurbishing project. 
Mrs. Clinton first met with the Committee in November of 1993. 
Working with a committee of historians, curators and designers, 
the First Lady took an active approach in the renovation process . 
The First Lady reviewed the committee's recommendations for the 
sapphire blue fabric and the gold wall covering, and met with the 
White House curators to discuss fabric samples, textures and the 
importance of maintaining the period style of the room. 

The Blue Room is one of three oval rooms in the White House and 
is located on the State Floor. The room, seen by 1 . 2 million 
visitors a year, was last refurbished in 1972. The draperies and 
furniture upholstery had become soiled, worn and sun damaged and 
needed to be replaced, as did the badly worn mid-nineteenth 
century Chinese carpet which has been in the room since 1975 . 

The sapphire blue fabric used for the draperies and furniture 
covering is similar in color to fabric used in the room in the 
1800's. The silk upholstery fabric retains the gold eagle 
medallion on the c hair backs which was adapted from the depiction 
of one of the Monroe-era chairs in a portrait of President James 
Monroe. The Monroe- era furniture, consisting of seven original 
chairs and four reproductions and a sofa, was upholstered by 
Nelson Beck of Washington, DC. (The portrait of President James 
Monroe by John Vanderlyn is owned by the City of New York and 
hangs i n the City Hall .) 

The blue satin draperies have a blue and gold tape adapted from 
the wallpaper frieze . The drapery valances are blue and gold. 
The sil~ fabrics were made by Scalamandre Silks, Inc., of New 
York, New York. The draperies are the same design as the 
previous draperies 

-more-
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which were derived from an early 19th century French source. The 
curtains were constructed by Nelson Beck of Washington, DC. 

The walls have been hung with a light gold paper, which has 
alternating classic motifs in a darker gold. The design is 
adapted from an early 19th century American paper in the 
collection of the Society for the Preservation of New England 
Antiquities in Boston, Massachusetts. The borders are adapted 
from two early 19th century French papers in the collection of 
the Cooper Hewitt National Design Museum, the Smithsonian 
Institution, in New York. The upper border is a blue drapery 
swag with gold classical motifs; the lower border along the chair 
rail has a blue and gold pattern with rosettes. The wall paper 
was made by Brunschwig & Fils of New York, New York. 

The room has been painted and gilded to reflect the style of 
finish found in an American room of the first quarter of the 19th 
century . The wainscoting, door surrounds and window reveals, 
received extensive conservation to redefine their detailing. The 
woodwork has been painted white with a rubbed paint finish giving 
the wood a "porcelain" appearance. The faux marble painted on 
the baseboards has been removed to reveal the white marble 
installed in the Truman era. The acanthus leaves in the cornice 
and in the ceiling medallion have been gilded, as have the three 
lines of molding in the cornice. 

A major component of the project was the preservation and 
conservation of the historic furnishings in the room and of the 
early 19th century American "looking glass" which hangs over the 
mantel . This part of the project involved repairs and partial 
regilding of the items. Retained i n the room are the French 
gilded bronze clock and a mahogany center table. Two 19th 
century pier t a bles and two pieces of sculpture - the marble 
busts of Christopher Columbus and Amerigo Vespucci - were added 
to the room. 

A carpet, based on early 19th century designs, is being made for 
the room and is expected to be installed in the room this spring. 
The carpet is being made by the Stark Carpet Company of New York, 
New York. 

### 
attached: committee list 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The Blue Room will be officially unveiled on 
February 17 at the meeting of the Committee for the Preservation 
of the White House. There will be a press previ ew of the room 
and a opportunity to talk with the First Lady and the individuals 
involve~ in the renovation and refurbishing project at that time. 
Space for this press preview is limited. Please contact the 
First Lady's Press Office if you would like to cover this event -
202-456-2960. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
FEBRUARY 17, 1995 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HIN G T O N 

CONTACT: LISA CAPUTO 
NEEL LATTIMORE 
KAREN FINNEY 
202 - 456- 2960 

EAST ROOM WORK COMPLETED 

WASHINGTON, DC -- The Committee for the Pr eservat ion of The White 
House today announced the completion of r enovation work to the 
fireplace mantels and baseboards , and t he addition of t hree area 
rugs to the White House's East Room. 

The East Room , scene of many historic White House events, was 
designed by architect James Hoban, a s the "Public Audience Room. " 
It is the largest room in the White House a nd traditionally 
contains little furniture . The East Room is used for large 
gatherings, such as dances, concerts , weddings, press conferences 
and bill signing-ceremonies. 

Mantels and Baseboards 

In accordance with the recommendations made to the Committee 
for the Preservation of the White House in 1990, the mantels a nd 
baseboards in the East Room have been stripped of the faux marble 
painting to reveal their true red (" rouge antique") color, seen 
before on ly in the unpainted hearths and torchere bases . This 
Vermont marble was installed in the room in 1951 during the 
Truman Renovation, replacing a different red marble installed in 
1902. It was marbleized in white in 1961 a nd then marbleized in 
white, siena, a nd black (mantels) or just siena (baseboards) in 
1979 . 

Rugs 

A new set of three rugs has been placed on the East Room 
floor. The Committee for the Preservation of the White House 
recommended in 1990 the commissioning of rugs to complement the 
design and scale the plasterwork of the ceiling . The rugs are 
made of loop pile wool in colors derived partly from rug designs, 
1769- 1776, by noted English designer Robert Adam. A pale green 
was selected for the field with gold details (to complement t he 
draperies) a nd a reddish- brown (rouge antique) outer border (to 
complement the exposed marble of the mantels and baseboards). 
Rugs were last used in the East Room in 1902. 

The large center rug (23'4 x 30'7 1/2) features a gold 
fluted center medallion with scrolls and palmettes on a pale 
green field framed by Greek key bands and classical borders. 
The smaller end rugs (15 ' 10-16' x 23'4) feature an octagonal 
partially fluted cente r medallion framed by a similar field, 
key bands, and classical borders . A supplemental end rug was 
also acquired for future use. 

- MORE-
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These rugs, woven in 1994 by Edward Fields, Inc., New York, 
have been donated by the White House Endowment Fund. 

EAST ROOM RUGS, wool, 1994, New York, 
made by Edward Fields, Inc. 

Center - 23'4 x 30'7 1/2; ends - 15'10-16' x 23'4. 
Three pieces in Adamesque style, largely derived from the 
1951 plasterwork of the East Room ceiling; colors derived 
from Robert Adam rug designs, 1769-1775. 
Gift of The White House Endowment Fund. 



ESTIMATE OF EXPENDITURES FOR THE EAST ROOM: 

CARPET 

MARBLE WORK 

FLOOR WORK 

OVERTIME 
(EXECUTIVE RESIDENCE STAFF) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

TOTAL : 

ESTIMATE 

$259,330 . 00 

$14,680.00 

$1,380.00 

$2,000.00 

$1,000.00 

$278,390.00 
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WHITE HOUSE ENDOWMENT FUND ANNOUNCES COMPLETION OF 
BLUE ROOM RENOVATIONS AND REFURBISHING 

WASHINGTON, DC -- The White House Endowment Fund is pleased to 
announce their participation and support in the completion of the 
renovation of the Blue Room of the White House. 

Renovating and refurbishing of the Blue Room began on January 3, 
1995. Work done in the Blue Room includes replacing the wall 
paper, drapes and furniture fabric, repainting the room, and the 
preservation and conservation of historic objects in the room. 

The Blue Room project is the first major White House renovation 
project funded exclusively by the White House Endowment Fund. 
The Blue Room will be officially reopened on February 17, 1995 at 
the bi- a nnual meeting of the Committee for The Preservation of 
the White House. 

The White House Endowment Fund was · established in 1990 as a non­
profit c haritable organization and subsidiary of the White House 
Historical Association to raise a $25 million endowment . The 
purpose of this endowment is to support, in perpetuity, the 
preservation and conservation of the public rooms of the White 
House, and the acquisition of objects for the White House 
collection of fine and decorative arts. 

The estimated cost for the renovation and refurbishing of the 
Blue Room is $358,358.80 . Funds sufficient to underwrite the 
cost of the project were made available through the investment 
proceeds accrued from the Endowment Fund's current principal of 
$12 mii_lion. 

The Chief Usher a nd curator of The White House are authorized to 
request support from the endowment for all projects. The Board 
of Directors of the White House Endowment Fund is responsible for 
raising the endowment and approving expenditures with in an amount 
specified for spending each year. Contributions made to the 
White House Endowment Fund a re tax-deductible to the maximum 
extent allowed by law . 

-more-
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The Chair of the White House Endowment Fund is Mrs. Nancy M. 
Folger. More than one hundred and fifty individual s, 
corporations, and private foundations have contributed to the 
White House Endowment Fund. 

For additional information contact: Mr . Neil Horstman, Executive 
Vice President, White House Historical Association - 202-737-
0025 , or, Mrs. Nancy M. Folger , Chair, the White House Endowment 
Fund - 202-789 - 1145 . 

### 
Attached: List of suppliers 

EDITORS NOTE: The Blue Room will be officially unveiled on 
February 17, 1995 at the meeting of the Committee for the 
Preservation of the White House . There will be a press preview 
of the room and an opportunity to talk with the First Lady and 
the individuals involved in the renovation and refurbishing 
project at that time. Space for this press preview is limited. 
Please contact the First Lady's Press Office is you would like to 
cover this event - 202-456-2960. 
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Mrs. Suzanne V. Hascoe 

Mr. Roger Horchow 

Mrs. Linda J ohnson Rice 

Mrs. Thomas McLarty 

Mr. A. Paul Prosperi 

Mrs. Wi l liam D. Ruckelshaus 

Mr. Alfred R. Stern 

Ms. Susan P. Thomases 



1995 BLUE ROOM RENOVATION 

SUPPLIERS 

WALLPAPER (manufacture ) 

Mr . Thomas Marshall 
Brunschwig & Fils 
(914) 684-5800 

WALLPAPER (installation ) 

Mr. Robert Kelly 
WRN Associates 
( 413) 243-3489 

FABRIC 

Mr . and Mrs. Edwin Bitter (Adriana) 
Scalamandre Silks, Inc. 
(718) 361-8500 

UPHOLSTERY ( labor ) 
DRAPERY (labor) 

Mr. Nelson Wurz 
Nelson Beck of Washington, Inc. 
(202) 387 - 4114 

GILDING WORK (furniture ) 

Mr. Thom Gentle 
Thom Gentle Consultants 
(802) 694-1475 

PAINTING & ARCHITECTURAL GILDING 

Mr. Brandon Thompson 
Interiors 
(703) 519-8870 

MARBLE WORK 

Mr. Daniel Errigo 
U.S. Marble & Granite 
(301) 595- 7400 

ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURES 

$ 24,215.00 

$13,133 . 80 

$112,000.00 

$ 38,250.00 
$15,000.00 

$ 25,000.00 

$ 61,560.00 

$ 3,500.00 



... -
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REIMBURSEMENT TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT 
(labor and other support) 

ESTIMATED COST FOR CARPET 

ESTIMATE TOTAL 

$ 17,200.00 

S 48,500.00 

$358,358 . 80 



FOR I MMEDIATE RELEASE 
FEBRUARY 17, 1995 

T HE W H ITE H OU S E 

WA S H I N GTO N 

CONTACT: LISA CAPUTO 
NEEL LATTIMORE 
KAREN FINNEY 
202-456-2960 

EAST ROOM WORK COMPLETED 

WASHINGTON, DC -- The Committee for the Preservation of The White 
House today announced the completion of renovation work to the 
fireplace mantels and baseboards , and the addition of three area 
rugs to the White House's East Room. 

The East Room, scene of many historic White House events, was 
designed by architect James Hoban, as the "Public Audience Room." 
It is the largest room in the White House and traditionally 
contains little furniture. The East Room is used for large 
gatherings, such as dances, concerts, weddings, press conferences 
and bill signing-ceremonies. 

Mantels and Baseboards 

In accordance with the recommendations made to the Committee 
for the Preservation of the White House in 1990, the mantels and 
baseboards in the East Room have been stripped of the faux marble 
painting to reveal their true red ("rouge antique") color, seen 
before only in the unpainted hearths and torchere bases. This 
Vermont marble was installed in the room in 1951 during the 
Truman Renovation, replacing a different red marble installed in 
1902 . It was marbleized in white in 1961 and then marbleized in 
white, siena, and black (mantels) or just siena (baseboards) in 
1979. 

A new set of three rugs has been placed on the East Room 
floor. The Committee for the Preservation of the White House 
recommended in 1990 the commissioning of rugs to complement the 
design and scale the plasterwork of the ceiling. The rugs are 
made of loop pile wool in colors derived partly from rug designs, 
1769-1776 , by noted English designer Robert Adam. A pale green 
was selected for the field with gold details (to complement the 
draperies) and a reddish- brown (rouge antique) outer border (to 
complement the exposed marbl e of the mantels and baseboards). 
Rugs were last used in the East Room in 1902. 

The large center rug (23'4 x 30'7 1/2) features a gold 
fluted center medallion with scrolls and palmettes on a pale 
green field framed by Greek key bands and classical borders. 
The smaller end rugs (15'10- 16' x 23'4) feature an octagonal 
partially fluted center medallion framed by a similar field, 
key bands, and classical borders. A supplemental end rug was 
also acquired for future use. 

- MORE-
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These rugs, woven in 1994 by Edward Fields, Inc., New York, 
have been donated by the White House Endowment Fund. 

EAST ROOM RUGS, wool, 1994 , New York, 
made by Edward Fields, Inc. 

Center - 23'4 x 30'7 1/2 ; ends - 15'10- 16' x 23'4 . 
Three pieces in Adamesque style, largely derived from the 
1951 plasterwork of the East Room ceiling; colors derived 
from Robert Adam rug designs, 1769-1775. 
Gift of The White House Endowment Fund. 

##I 



ESTIMATE OF EXPENDITURES FOR THE EAST ROOM: 

CARPET 

MARBLE WORK 

FLOOR WORK 

OVERTIME 
(EXECUTIVE RESIDENCE STAFF) 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

TOTAL : 

ESTIMATE 

$259,330.00 

$14,680.00 

$1,380.00 

$2,000.00 

$1,000.00 

$278,390.00 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
FEBRUARY 17, 1995 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

CONTACT: LISA CAPUTO 
NEEL LATTIMORE 
KAREN FINNEY 
202-456-2960 

EAST ROOM WORK COMPLETED 

WASHINGTON, DC -- The Committee for the Preservation of The White 
House today announced the completion of renovation work to the 
fireplace mantels and baseboards, and the addition of three area 
rugs to the White House's East Room. 

The East Room, scene of many historic White House events, was 
designed by architect James Hoban, as the "Public Audience Room." 
It is the largest room in the White House and traditionally 
contains little furniture. The East Room is used for large 
gatherings, such as dances, concerts, weddings, press conferences 
and bill signing-ceremonies. 

Mantels and Baseboards 

In accordance with the recommendations made to the Committee 
for the Preservation of the White House in 1990, the mantels and 
baseboards in the East Room have been stripped of the faux marble 
painting to reveal their true red ( "rouge antique"} color, seen 
before only in the unpainted hearths and torchere bases. This 
Vermont marble was installed in the room in 1951 during the 
Truman Renovation, replacing a different red marble installed in 
1902 . It was marbleized in white in 1961 and then marbleized in 
white, siena, and black (mantels) or just siena (baseboards} in 
1979. 

Rugs 

A new set of three rugs has been placed on the East Room 
floor. The Committee for the Preservation of the White House 
recommended in 1990 the commissioning of rugs to complement the 
design and scale the plasterwork of the ceiling. The rugs are 
made of loop pile wool in colors derived partly from rug designs, 
1769-1776, by noted English designer Robert Adam. A pale green 
was selected for the field with gold details (to complement the 
draperies} and a reddish-brown (rouge antique} outer border (to 
complement the exposed marble of the mantels and baseboards}. 
Rugs were last used in the East Room in 1902. 

The large center rug (23'4 x 30 ' 7 1/2) features a gold 
flute d c e nter medallion with scrolls and palmettes on a pale 
green field framed by Greek key bands and classical borders. 
The smaller end rugs (15'10-16' x 23 '4) feature an octagonal 
partially fluted center medallion framed by a similar field, 
key bands, and classical borders. A supplemental end rug was 
also acquired for future use. 

-MORE-
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These rugs, woven in 1994 by Edward Fields, Inc . , New York, 
have been donated by the White House Endowment Fund. 

EAST ROOM RUGS, woo l, 1994, Ne w Yor k, 
made by Edward Fields, Inc. 

Center - 23'4 x 30'7 1/2; ends - 15 ' 10- 16' x 23'4. 
Three pieces in Ada mesque s t yle, lar gely derived from the 
1951 plasterwor k of the Ea s t Room ceiling; colors derived 
from Robert Adam rug des igns, 1769- 1775. 
Gift of The White House Endowment Fund. 
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ESTIMATE OF EXPENDITURES FOR THE EAST ROOM: 

CARPET 

MARBLE WORK 

FLOOR WORK 

OVERTIME 
(EXECUTIVE RESIDENCE STAFF} 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

TOTAL: 

ESTIMATE 

$259,330.00 

$14,680.00 

$1,380 . 00 

$2,000.00 

$1,000.00 

$278,390.00 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
JANUARY 21, 1998 

CO TACT: MARSHA BERRY 
STEVEN COHE 
JULLE MASO 
202-456-2960 

THE , vHITE HOUSE ENDOWMENT FUND REACH£ IT GOAL 

The White House Endowment Fund has achieved its goal of raising a $25 million endowment to 
support the preservation and enhancement of the fine and decorative arts at the White House. 
The endowment will provide permanent support of the White House collection of fine art and 
furnishings and preserve tbe historic character of the public museum rooms of the White House. 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton bas served as honorary chair of the White House Endowment 
Fund since 1993, and has overseen many of the projects supported by The Fund. The tradition 
of dedication on the part of presidential wives to the preservation of the historic integrity of the 
White House was initiated with the heroic effort of Dolley Madison to rescue Gilbert Stuart' s 
portrait of George Washington before the British burned the White House in the War of 1812 
Succeeding presidential wives have played an important role in preserving the White House and 
maintaining an updated collection of art. 

Former First Lady Rosalyn Carter initiated the public effort to fund an endowment of $25 
million, and encouraged the establishment of the White House Preservation Fund. Drawing on 
that effort, in 1990 First Barbara Bush proposed the continuing funclraising effort be 
reorganized, and coordinated the establishment of the White House Endowment Fund as a 
non-profit subsidiary of the White House Historical Association. 

By 1993, approximately half of the $25 million goal was met. Tn the next four years, First Lady 
Hillary Rod ham Clinton and other supporters of The White House Endowment Fund worked to 
attain, and in fact exceeded, The Fund's goal. 

At the close of I 997, The Endowment Fund reached its financial goal and a resolution of 
voluntary dissolution was approved by The Endowment Fund Board of Directors. Total assets 
of the Fund in ovember 1997 were $25,094,299. The assets of The Fund are being transferred 
to the White House Historical Association and will be used to establish a new White House 
Endowment Trust. In addition, financial gifts eam1arked specifically for the procurement of 
objects for the White House's permanent collection of fine and decorative arts will be held in a 
new White House Acquisition Trust. 

Renovations and Acquisitions Overseen by Fiest Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton: 
First Lady Hillary Rodhan1 Clinton is proud to contribute to the preservation of the historic 
White House. The refurbishing of the Blue Room in 1995 was financed by The Endowment 
Fund. The renovations, overseen by the First Lady, included new wallpaper, replacing the worn 
I 9th-century carpet with a new carpet of 19th-century design and reupholstering the 
Monroe-era chairs with a sapphire blue fabric similar to those used in the l 800's. 



I 

... 

The First Lady unveiled the first painting by an African-American artist to be part of the 
permanent collection at the White House. This work, Henry Ossawa Tanner's "Sand Dunes at 
Sunset, Atlantic City", was purchased by The White House Endowment Fund. Endowment 
Fund assets have purchased state china to replenish the inventory lost due to breakage, and 
carpets for the East Room and Red Room. Currently, The White House Endowment Fund is 
financing the refurbishing of the Cross Hall, the Grand Staircase, and the Entrance Hall. When 
completed, these restored museum quality public rooms will be viewed by all visitors to the 
White House. These and other expenditures made on behalf of the White House by The Fund 
through 1997 amount to $1.425 million. 

The newly established White House Endowment Trust will carry out the charitable purposes of 
The Endowment Fund and assure the continued resources necessary to preserve the historic 
White House. 

### 


