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NATIONAL FIRST LADIES’ LIBRARY CALLS
HISTORIC SAXTON MCKINLEY HOUSE “HOME"

The Saxton McKinley House in Canton, Ohio, the only remaining residence of President
William McKinley and his wife, Ida Saxton McKinley, is being prepared for its national debut as
the home of the National First Ladies’ Library, scheduled to open to the public in June, 1988.
Known as the Grand Lady of Market Avenue, the Saxton McKinley House will breathe new life
as the first ever facility dedicated to documenting the lives and accomplishments of America’s 41
first ladies and other important American women in history. Located at 331 Market Avenue

South, Canton, Ohio, the new library will be as unique as the women it serves.

The house is being restored to its original splendor, complete with ornate wallpaper and
period furniture. Great care has been taken to ensure that all design elements, including patterns

of wallpaper and area rugs, are authentic.

In charge of this restoration task is Sheila Fisher, a resident of Canton. Fisher was asked
by Library Founding Chair and President, Mary Regula to serve on the 12-member executive
committee of the library and to lead the restoration process. Fisher, a retired clinical
psychologist, golfer, and jewelry designer, is also an avid enthusiast of Victorian era
furnishings. She is proud to point out that 100 percent of the restoration has been privately
funded. “There is not once cent of public money in the restoration of the National First Ladies’

Library,” she says.

In President McKinley’s study. all of the wallpapers were custom-made to replicate
wallpaper depicted in an early photograph of the study taken during his official residence. The
photo revealed a wallpaper that resembles an intricate quilt of Oriental scenes. This kind of
paper spoke of being well-traveled and well-read, according to Fisher. Fisher traced the
wallpaper pattern to Bradbury & Bradbury of California who recreated the hand blocks used to

print the original pattern.

-more-
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Saxton McKinley House — Page 2

The ballroom and conference room boast nineteenth century classical revivals, inspired
by archeological discoveries from the ancient world. The library and parlor is decorated in the
more opulent Italianate style which became popular after the Civil War. In this area there are 23
different wallpaper patterns in subtle shades of tan, grayish green, rose and warm beige. The
flow of color and pattern creates an ambiance Fisher describes as “feminine but understated and
elegant.” Lace curtains, authentically reproduced from an 1876 pattern, are thrown over rods and

pinned in place -- just as the Victorians did it.

The front entry and stairhall is Fisher’s favorite. The wallpaper, a dense fruit, flower and
foliage design, was recreatd from a pattern popularized a century ago by the English Designer
William Morris. The free standing rug for the hallway is being woven on the same looms that
milled William Morris’ rugs 120 years ago. Free standing rugs were just becoming popular when

the McKinley house was decorated.
“We are a work in progress,” Fisher said. “But by the public dedication in June, the Ida

McKinley Saxton House will be ready to receive the world, gracefully restored to its original

splendor.”
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NATIONAL FIRST LADIES® LIBRARY CALLS
HISTORIC SAXTON MCKINLEY HOUSE “HOME™

The Saxton McKinley House in Canton, Ohio, the only remaining residence of President
William McKinley and his wife, Ida Saxton McKinley, is being prepared for its national debut as
the home of the National First Ladies’ Library, scheduled to open to the public in June, 1988.
Known as the Grand Lady of Market Avenue, the Saxton McKinley House will breathe new life
as the first ever facility dedicated to documenting the lives and accomplishments of America’s 41
first ladies and other important American women in history. Located at 331 Market Avenue

South, Canton, Ohio, the new library will be as unique as the women it serves.

The house is being restored to its original splendor, complete with ornate wallpaper and
period furniture. Great care has been taken to ensure that all design elements, including patterns

of wallpaper and area rugs, are authentic.

In charge of this restoration task is Sheila Fisher, a resident of Canton. Fisher was asked
by Library Founding Chair and President, Mary Regula to serve on the 12-member executive
committee of the library and to lead the restoration process. Fisher, a retired clinical
psvchologist, golfer, and jewelry designer, is also an avid enthusiast of Victorian era
furnishings. She is proud to point out that 100 percent of the restoration has been privately
funded. “There is not once cent of public money in the restoration of the National First Ladies’

Library,” she says.

In President McKinley's study, all of the wallpapers were custom-made to replicate
wallpaper depicted in an early photograph of the study taken during his official residence. The
photo revealed a wallpaper that resembles an intricate quilt of Oriental scenes. This kind of
paper spoke of being well-traveled and well-read, according to Fisher. Fisher traced the
wallpaper pattern to Bradbury & Bradbury of California who recreated the hand blocks used to

print the original pattern.
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The ballroom and conference room boast nineteenth century classical revivals, inspired
by archeological discoveries from the ancient world. The library and parlor is decorated in the

more opulent [talianate style which became popular after the Civil War. In this area there are 23

different wallpaper patterns in subtle shades of tan, grayish green, rose and warm beige. The
flow of color and pattern creates an ambiance Fisher describes as “feminine but understated and
elegant.” Lace curtains, authentically reproduced from an 1876 pattern, are thrown over rods and

pinned in place -- just as the Victorians did it.

The front entry and stairhall 1s Fisher's favorite. The wallpaper, a dense fruit, flower and
foliage design, was recreatd from a pattern popularized a century ago by the English Designer
William Morris. The free standing rug for the hallway is being woven on the same looms that
milled William Morris’ rugs 120 years ago. Free standing rugs were just becoming popular when

the McKinley house was decorated.
“We are a work in progress,” Fisher said. “But by the public dedication in June, the Ida

McKinley Saxton House will be ready to receive the world, gracefully restored to its original

splendor.”
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NATIONAL FIRST LADIES’ LIBRARY CALLS
HISTORIC SAXTON MCKINLEY HOUSE “HOME™

The Saxton McKinley House in Canton, Ohio, the only remaining residence of President
William McKinley and his wife, Ida Saxton McKinley, is being prepared for its national debut as
the home of the National First Ladies’ Library, scheduled to open to the public in June, 1988.
Known as the Grand Lady of Market Avenue, the Saxton McKinley House will breathe new life
as the first ever facility dedicated to documenting the lives and accomplishments of America’s 41
first ladies and other important American women in history. Located at 331 Market Avenue

South, Canton, Ohio, the new library will be as unique as the women it serves.

The house is being restored to its original splendor, complete with ornate wallpaper and
period furniture. Great care has been taken to ensure that all design elements, including patterns

of wallpaper and area rugs, are authentic.

In charge of this restoration task is Sheila Fisher, a resident of Canton. Fisher was asked
by Library Founding Chair and President, Mary Regula to serve on the 12-member executive
committee of the library and to lead the restoration process. Fisher, a retired clinical
psychologist, golfer, and jewelry designer, is also an avid enthusiast of Victorian era
furnishings. She is proud to point out that 100 percent of the restoration has been privately
funded. “There is not once cent of public money in the restoration of the National First Ladies’

Library,” she says.

In President McKinley's study, all of the wallpapers were custom-made to replicate
wallpaper depicted in an early photograph of the study taken during his official residence. The
photo revealed a wallpaper that resembles an intricate quilt of Oriental scenes. This kind of
paper spoke of being well-traveled and well-read, according to Fisher. Fisher traced the
wallpaper pattern to Bradbury & Bradbury of California who recreated the hand blocks used to

print the original pattern.
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Saxton McKinley House — Page 2

The ballroom and conference room boast nineteenth century classical revivals, inspired
by archeological discoveries from the ancient world. The library and parlor is decorated in the
more opulent Italianate style which became popular after the Civil War. In this area there are 23
different wallpaper patterns in subtle shades of tan, grayish green. rose and warm beige. The
flow of color and pattern creates an ambiance Fisher describes as “feminine but understated and
elegant.” Lace curtains, authentically reproduced from an 1876 pattern, are thrown over rods and

pinned in place -- just as the Victorians did it.

The front entry and stairhall is Fisher’s favorite. The wallpaper, a dense fruit, flower and
foliage design, was recreatd from a pattern popularized a century ago by the English Designer
William Morris. The free standing rug for the hallway is being woven on the same looms that
milled William Morris’ rugs 120 years ago. Free standing rugs were just becoming popular when

the McKinleyv house was decorated.

“We are a work in progress,” Fisher said. “But by the public dedication in June, the Ida
McKinley Saxton House will be ready 1o receive the world, gracefully restored to its original

splendor.”
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FIRST LADY TRIVIA QUESTIONS

How Many Do You Know?

1. Name the current living First Ladies (hint: there are 6).

2. Which first lady has made more international solo trips than any other First Lady?

- ¥ Which First Lady fostered the formation of Head Start and served as its chair?

4. Which First Lady led an international relief effort on behalf of the Cambodian refugees
on the Thailand border?

- Which First lady had her husband seek a Congressional appropriation to establish the
first library in the White House?

6. Which First Lady helped foster the first federal prison facility exclusively for women
in Zion National Park?

7 Which First Lady was an activist on behalf of women’s health and sports, education
and professional organizations?

8. Which First Lady created the White House Historical Association?

- & Which First Lady voted a seat on the floor of Congress?

10. Which First Lady opened the White House to working women as guests for the first
time?

1§ Who created West Potomac Park in Washington?

12. This First Lady broke the taboo against discussing drug and alcohol addictions by
disclosing her battle with these illnesses and helping to form a recovery center.

13 Which First Lady formed a foundation for family literacy?

14, Who is the longest living First Lady?

15. Who is the first First Lady to ride in an airplane?

16. Who is the first First Lady to appear in movies?

ANSWERS: I Clinton, Bush, Reagan, Carter, Ford, Johnson; 2. Hillary Clinton; 3. Lady

Bird Johnson; 4. Rosalynn Carter; 5. Abigail Filmore; 6. Florence Harding; 7. Lou Hoover; 8.
Jacqueline Kennedy; 9. Dolley Madison; 10. Frances Cleveland; 11. Helen Taft; 12. Betty
Ford; 13. Barbara Bush; 14. Bess Truman; 15. Eleanor Roosevelt; 16. Patricia Nixon
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FIRST LADY TRIVIA QUESTIONS

How Many Do You Know?

1. Name the current living First Ladies (hint: there are 6).

2. Which first lady has made more international solo trips than any other First Lady?

3: Which First Lady fostered the formation of Head Start and served as its chair?

4. Which First Lady led an international relief effort on behalf of the Cambodian refugees
on the Thailand border?

5: Which First lady had her husband seek a Congressional appropriation to establish the
first library in the White House?

6. Which First Lady helped foster the first federal prison facility exclusively for women
in Zion National Park?

7. Which First Lady was an activist on behalf of women’s health and sports, education
and professional organizations?

8. Which First Lady created the White House Historical Association?

9. Which First Lady voted a seat on the floor of Congress?

10. Which First Lady opened the White House to working women as guests for the first
time?

L. Who created West Potomac Park in Washington?

12. This First Lady broke the taboo against discussing drug and alcohol addictions by
disclosing her battle with these illnesses and helping to form a recovery center.

13. Which First Lady formed a foundation for family literacy?

14, Who is the longest living First Lady?

15. Who is the first First Lady to ride in an airplane?

16. Who is the first First Lady to appear in movies?

ANSWERS: 1. Clinton, Bush, Reagan, Carter, Ford, Johnson; 2. Hillary Clinton; 3. Lady

Bird Johnson; 4. Rosalynn Carter; 5. Abigail Filmore; 6. Florence Harding; 7. Lou Hoover; 8.
Jacqueline Kennedy; 9. Dolley Madison; 10. Frances Cleveland; 11. Helen Taft; 12. Betty
Ford; 13. Barbara Bush; 14. Bess Truman; 15. Eleanor Roosevelt; 16. Patricia Nixon
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Edith P. Mayo

Edith Mayo is Curator Emeritus in Political History at the National Museum of American
History. She has worked for over 25 years as a curator and historian at the Smithsonian
Institution. A graduate of the American Studies Department of the George Washington
University, she was a member of Phi Beta Kappa. Since joining the Museum's staff, Mayo
has curated several major exhibitions on political history. the history of voting rights, and
women's history. These include: The Right to Vote (1972), a history of voting rights in
America; We the People (1975), a history of the American people and their government;
We'll Never Turn Back (1980), an exhibit on the civil rights movement; and We the People:
Winning the Vote (1987). for the Bicentennial of the Constitution, exploring the formal and
informal constitutional processes which have evolved over 200 years. '

Ms. Mayo has organized several major conferences in women's history: Images of Women
in the American Mass Media for the first Women's History Week in 1982; Can't Somethin
Be Done? a symposium exploring Eleanor Roosevelt's contributions to New Deal policy for
the Eleanor Roosevelt Centennial in 1984; Women in the Progressive Era, 1988, examining
women's contributions to politics, reform, and social policy at the turn of the century;
Visions of Equality: Past and Future, for the 75th Anniversary of the Woman Suffrage
Amendment, comparing political strategies for winning the vote with current strategies for
full equality.

She has been active in collecting for the Museum's holdings in women's history. politics.
civil rights, voting rights, and has strongly advocated the importance of 20th century
collecting in museums. Mayo served on the Muscum's collections and peer review
committees and was several times elected to the National Council of the American Studies
Association. In addition to many articles, she edited a book of collected essays on material
culture entitled, American Material Culture: The Shape of Things Around Us. Her most
recent article, "Be a Party Girl: Campaign Appeals to Women in the 1950s. appeared in Hail
to the Candidate. published by the Smithsonian Press. Her books include: the First Ladies
exhibition catalog, First Ladies: Political Role and Public Image: she was editor of The
Smithsonian's Book of First Ladies: Their Lives. Times. and Issues. published by
Smithsonian Press and Henry Holt in 1996.

Mayo curated the major, permanent exhibition From Parlor to Politics: Women and Reform
in American, 1890-19235. exploring women's entry into reform and politics at the turn of the
century and its impact on American social policy, which opened in 1990. She also
developed a complete re-conceptualization of the Smithsonian's famous First Ladies

exhibition, First Ladies: Political Role and Public Image, which opened in March, 1992.
The First Ladies Catalog was published in 1995.
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Edith P. Mayo

Edith Mayo is Curator Emeritus in Political History at the National Museum of American
History. She has worked for over 25 years as a curator and historian at the Smithsonian
Institution. A graduate of the American Studies Department of the George Washington
University, she was a member of Phi Beta Kappa. Since joining the Museum's staff, Mayo
has curated scveral major exhibitions on political history, the history of voting rights, and
women's history. These include: The Right to Vote (1972), a history of voting rights in
America; We the People (1975). a history of the American people and their government;
We'll Never Turn Back (1980), an exhibit on the civil rights movement; and We the People:
Winning the Vote (1987), for the Bicentennial of the Constitution, exploring the formal and
informal constitutional processes which have evolved over 200 years. '

Ms. Mayo has organized several major conferences in women's history: Images of Women
in the American Mass Media for the first Women's History Week in 1982 Can't Something
Be Done? a symposium exploring Eleanor Roosevelt's contributions to New Deal policy for
the Eleanor Roosevelt Centennial in 1984; Women in the Progressive Era, 1988, examining
women's contributions to politics, reform. and social policy at the turn of the century:
Visions of Equality: Past and Future, for the 75th Anniversary of the Woman Suffrage
Amendment, comparing political strategies for winning the vote with current strategies for
full equality.

She has been active in collecting for the Museum's holdings in women's history. politics,

The Hanorable James A. HayesCivil rights, voting rights, and has strongly advocated the importance of 20th century
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collecting in museums. Mayo served on the Museum's collections and peer review
committees and was several times elected to the National Council of the American Studies
Association. In addition to many articles, she edited a book of collected essays on material
culture entitled, American Material Culture: The Shape of Things Around Us. Her most
recent article, "Be a Party Girl: Campaign Appeals to Women in the 1950s, appeared in Hail
to the Candidate. published by the Smithsonian Press. Her books include: the First Ladies
exhibition catalog, First Ladies: Political Role and Public Image: she was cditor of The
Smithsonian's Book of First Ladies: Their Lives. Times. and Issues. published by
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Mayo curated the major, permanent exhibition From Parlor to Politics: Women and Reform
in American. 1890-1925, exploring women's entry into reform and politics at the turn of the
century and its impact on American social policy, which opened in 1990. She also
developed a complete re-conceptualization of the Smithsonian's famous First Ladies
exhibition, First Ladies: Political Role and Public Image, which opened in March, 1992.

The First Ladies Catalog was published in 1995.

B
Saxton McKinley House, 331 Market Avenue South, Canton, Ohio 44702-2107



NATIONAL ADVISORY BOARD

Jane Alexander
Former Chairman, National Endowment for the Arts

Sharon Archer
Houston, TX and Washington, DC

Tim Belden
M.B. Operating Company

The Honorable James H. Billington
The Librarian of Congress

The Honorable Lindy Boggs
LS. Ambassador to the Vatican

Sarah Brown
Alliance, OH

The Honorable Robert C. Byrd
United States Senate

Joanne Hutchinson Cooper
Akron, OH

Linda Daschle
Aberdeen, SD and Washington, DC

George A. Davidson, Jr.
Consolidated Natural Gas Company

Fran DeWine
Cedarville, OH and Washington, DC

Debbie Dingell
General Motors Foundation

Elizabeth Drew
Journalist and Author

The Honorable Jennifer Dunn
LS. House of Representatives

Susan Eisenhower
Center for Political and Strategic Studics

Jane Gephardt
St. Louis, MO and Washington, DC

Marianne Gingrich
Marictta, GA and Washington, DC

Annie Glenn
Columbus, OH and Washington, DC

The Honorable Mark Hatfield
Portland, OR

Dr. Bernadine Healy
College of Medicine, Ohio State University

Wilhelmina Cole Holladay
National Museum for Women in the Arts

Jane Fawcett-Hoover
The Procter & Gamble Company

Priscilla Houghton
Corning, NY and Washington, DC

Sandra Hull
Main Street Wooster, Inc.

Shirley Jones
Massillon, OH

Roger Kennedy
Former Director, National Park Service

Coretta Scott King
The Martin Luther King Center

Rachel Longaberger
The Longaberger Company

Tricia Lott
Pascagoula, MS and Washington, DC

Abigail McCarthy
Washington, DC

Dr. John J. McGrath
Stark State College of Technology

Donna McLarty
Washington, DC

Ann McLaughlin
The Aspen Institute

Sandra Moody
Pompano Beach, FL

Martha Regula
Library of the Western Reserve Academy

Nancy Suarez
Suarez Industries

Jack Valenti

National Motion Picture Association of America

Janet Voinovich
First Lady of Ohio

Dr. Eddyth N. Worley
Education Advisor
San Antonio, TX

CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE

CO-CHAIRS

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
The Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison
The Honorable Mange Roukema

The Honorable Lynn Woolsey

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

The Honorable Barbara Boxer

‘The Honorable Corrine Brown

The Honorable Julia Carson

The Honorable Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick
The Honorable Eva Clayton

The Honorable Susan Collins

The Honorable Rosa Del.auro

The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson

The Honorable Anna Eshoo

The Honorable Tillic Fowler

The Honorable Elizabeth Furse

The Honorable Kay Granger

The Honorable Jane Harman

The Honorable Sheila Jackson Lee
The Honorable Eddie Bernice Johnson
The Honorable Nancy Johnson

The Honorable Sue Kelly

‘The Honorable Barbara Kennelly

The Honorable Mary Landricu

The Honorable Zoe Lofgren

The Honorable Nita Lowey

The Honorable Carolyn Maloney

The Honorable Carrie Meck

The Honorable Barbara Mikulski

The Honorable Juanita Millender-McDonald
The Honarable Patsy Mink

The Honorable Constance Morella
The Honorable Carol Moseley-Braun
The Honorable Patty Murray

The Honorable Sue Myrick

The Honorable Eleanor Holmes Norton
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

The Honorable Deborah Pryce

The Honorable lleana Ros-Lehtinen
The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard
The Honorable Loretta Sanchez

The Honorable Ellen Tauscher
The Honorable Nydia Velazquez

OHIO SITE COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
Mary Regula

CO-CHAIR
Shirley Jones

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Hortense Bobbitt
Sarah Brown

Fran Buchholzer
Mary Cain-Snyder
Katie Cheton

Linda DeHoff
Carolyn Dix

Dr. Sheila Fisher
Bonnie Gwin

Nan Johaston
Helenmarie Kilduff
Lori Kohlenbrander
Theresa Lattanzi
Martha Lottman
Linda Moorhouse
Veronica Sirpilla
Carol Sponseller
Cherrie Turmer
Marlene Watkins



HONORARY
CHAIRPERSONS:

* First Ludy
Hillary Rodham
Clinton

» First Lady
Harbara Bush

* First Lady
Naacy Reagan

* First Lady
Rosalynn Carler

» First Lady
Betty Ford

* First Lady
Clandia “Lady Bird™
]uhn\nn

NATIONAL BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

Founding Chair and President
Mary Reguia

National First Lafies Library

Vice President
Frances Hughes Glendening
First Lady of Marvind

Vice President
Suzanne Timken
Naphes, Il

Sciretary
Deborah Taylor Ashford
Hogan & Hantson | L P
Legal Advisor 10 the Lidrary

William L. Lamtz

Chaireun Ementus. Luntz Corp

Assistant Treasures
The Honorable James A, Hayes
Amerscm Councll of Lic Insurance

Executive Advisor

Edith P Mayo

Curator Emweritus, National
Museum ol American History

Carl Sterrazza Anthony
Nathoe and Historian

Daolores Beilenson
Woodland Hills, CA and
Chevy Chase, MD

M. BB, Belden, Jr.
MARBEL Enengy Company

Dr. Elizabeth Broun

Nationa! Museum of Amencan Art

Dr. Carol Cartwright

Kem State University

Dr. Sheila Fisher
Canton, OH

Mary Frae Freedman
Washagton Vamasment
arn) Markeling Center

Frankie Hewitt

Ford's Thoatre

Ray N, Ivey

Consollated Natural Gas Co

Colleen Nunn
Aluita, GA and Uethesks MDD

Donnie Rudcliffe

\athor and Joarmalist

Hope Taft
Hilliard. (1)

x * o

* NATIONAL*

" LADIES’

Carl Sferrazza Anthony

Carl Sferrazza Anthony is recognized as a leading national authority on the subject of First
Ladies and their influence on political policy. He is the author of four books on the subject
including: First Ladies: The Saga of the Presidents’ Wives and Their Power (Volumes I
and ll); As We Remember Her: Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis in the Words of Her Friends
and Family; and Florence Harding: The First Lady, the Jazz Age and the Death of a
Scandalous President. The Harding book will be released in May 1998.

Anthony frequently does media commentary on the subject of First Ladies. He also writes
for publications including American Heritage and George. Mr. Anthony has researched and
written on presidential, First Lady, and White House history for publications including
Vanity Fair, The Washington Post, and those of the National Archives and several
presidential inaugural committees. He also wrote speeches for Nancy Reagan. Anthony
served as a historical consultant to the Smithsonian Institution during the re-
conceptualization of its exhibit on First Ladies.
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Carl Sferrazza Anthony

Carl Sferrazza Anthony is recognized as a leading national authority on the subject of First
Ladies and their influence on political policy. He is the author of four books on the subject
including: First Ladies: The Saga of the Presidents' Wives and Their Power (Volumes |
and I); As We Remember Her: Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis in the Words of Her Friends
and Family; and Florence Harding: The First Lady, the Jazz Age and the Death of a
Scandalous President. The Harding book will be released in May 1998.

Anthony frequently does media commentary on the subject of First Ladies. He also writes
for publications including American Heritage and George. Mr. Anthony has researched and
written on presidential, First Lady, and White House history for publications including
Vanity Fair, The Washington Post, and those of the National Archives and several
presidential inaugural committees. He also wrote speeches for Nancy Reagan. Anthony
served as a historical consultant to the Smithsonian Institution during the re-
conceptualization of its exhibit on First Ladies.
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Carl Sferrazza Anthony

Carl Sferrazza Anthony is recognized as a leading national authority on the subject of First
Ladies and their influence on political policy. He is the author of four books on the subject
including: First Ladies: The Saga of the Presidents' Wives and Their Power (Volumes |
and Il); As We Remember Her: Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis in the Words of Her Friends
and Family; and Florence Harding: The First Lady, the Jazz Age and the Death of a
Scandalous President. The Harding book will be released in May 1998.

Anthony frequently does media commentary on the subject of First Ladies. He also writes
for publications including American Heritage and George. Mr. Anthony has researched and
written on presidential, First Lady, and White House history for publications including
Vanity Fair, The Washington Post, and those of the National Archives and several
presidential inaugural committees. He also wrote speeches for Nancy Reagan. Anthony
served as a historical consultant to the Smithsonian Institution during the re-
conceptualization of its exhibit on First Ladies.
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THE NATIONAL FIRST LADIES' LIBRARY
A UNIQUE NATIONAL RESOURCE

By: Dr. Carol Cartwright, President
Kent State University

As the first and only facility of its kind, the National First Ladies’ Library will
serve as a unique, national resource for patrons from school children to serious
scholars. As a national archive devoted to the lives and legacies of America's First
Ladies and other important women in American history, the Library's holdings will

fill an informational void in women’s history that has long frustrated academicians and

armchair history buffs alike.

Presidential spouses, who hail from virtually every part of the country and
represent a diversity of economic and social backgrounds, are fascinating in their own
right. However, the study of First Ladies holds enormous potential for generating
knowledge of a far broader scope. The changing roles of the First Lady - from social
hostess to social activist and from silent partner to full partner - mirror the changing
roles of all American women. With First Ladies as the cornerstone, the National First
Ladies’ Library will highlight other women of achievement throughout history whose

stories are key to understanding our past, present and opportunities for the future.

The Library's scholarly centerpiece will be a comprehensive, annotated
bibliography of books, manuscripts, journals, diaries and other materials about and by
the First Ladies. Commissioned by the Library’s Site Committee, the bibliography
was compiled by the respected historian, Carl Sferrazza Anthony, who devoted more

than a year to this ambitious project. Mr. Anthony will update the bibliography on an

- more -
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annual basis. The Library plans to expand on the database to include information
about women throughout American history who have made significant contributions

to our country.

Modern technology will allow unprecedented access to this one-of-a-kind
database. The 1,000-plus-page bibliography will be available via the World Wide Web
on the National First Ladies' Library Internet home page, which will be linked
electronically to the popular White House home page. Eventually, the Library's home
page will offer units of study that teachers and school librarians anywhere in the world

can use to provide or enrich social studies curricula at all levels.

Those who are able to travel to Canton, Ohio in person will have access to the
Library's own computer facilities and to its growing collection of books, newspaper
and journal articles and audio and video tapes. Visitors also will be able to glimpse a
bygone era as they tour the home of America's 23 First Lady, Ida Saxton McKinley,

which has been restored with great attention to historical accuracy.

In addition to its primary function as a repository of historical data, the
National First Ladies' Library will serve a vital public-service mission as the sponsor of
year-round educational and cultural activities and events. For example, short-and

longer-term outreach activities will include:

. Celebrating an annual "Mrs. President's Day," held in conjunction with
President's Day, during which lectures about the life and times of First
Ladies are presented at local schools and books are donated to school
libraries.

. Developing units of study about First Ladies and other great American

=more-
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women that encourage centers to use and enjoy libraries and computers.

. Sponsoring guest lectures at public libraries and community centers by
authorities on the Presidency, First Ladies and women’s history.

. Coordinating and connecting all presidential sites and presidential
libraries via the Internet and other technological resources.

. Developing workshops for K-12 classes that demonstrate the wide range
of research materials and methodologies, including electronic sources,
documentaries and other films and oral histories.

. Sponsoring a major film festival featuring First Ladies and other noted
women in history at theaters throughout Ohio and beyond.

. Organizing displays, receptions and musical performances at cultural
sites such as art and history museums and symphony halls.

. Enlisting high school and college students to bring history alive for
audiences from schools to social clubs.

. Holding seminars on and by First Ladies and other noted women in
history about their unique role in American history.

. Encouraging women's leadership roles through workshops and study
groups focusing on First Ladies and women’s history.

o Providing assistance with a proposed television documentary about the
First Ladies and other great American women.

. Creating an information center on the history and influence of First
Ladies for dissemination to the nation's presidential homes and libraries.
The National First Ladies' Library project has captured the imagination of the
nation and has generated enormous excitement among the community of scholars.
Since its inception, the project has also received the enthusiastic endorsement of the

nation's First Ladies, each of whom is an honorary project chairperson.

- more -
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As the National First Ladies' Library takes shape, so, 100, does the promise of
valuable, new knowledge about untold chapters in American history. And so, too,
does the promise of inspiring Americans, people the world over, for generations to

come.
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THE NATIONAL FIRST LADIES' LIBRARY
A UNIQUE NATIONAL RESOURCE

By: Dr. Carol Cartwright, President
Kent State University

As the first and only facility of its kind, the National First Ladies' Library will
serve as a unique, national resource for patrons from school children to serious
scholars. As a national archive devoted to the lives and legacies of America's First
Ladies and other important women in American history, the Library's holdings will
fill an informational void in women’s history that has long frustrated academicians and

armchair history buffs alike.

Presidential spouses, who hail from virtually every part of the country and
represent a diversity of economic and social backgrounds, are fascinating in their own
right. However, the study of First Ladies holds enormous potential for generating
knowledge of a far broader scope. The changing roles of the First Lady - from social
hostess to social activist and from silent partner to full partner - mirror the changing
roles of all American women. With First Ladies as the cornerstone, the National First
Ladies’ Library will highlight other women of achievement throughout history whose

stories are key to understanding our past, present and opportunities for the future.

The Library's scholarly centerpiece will be a comprehensive, annotated
bibliography of books, manuscripts, journals, diaries and other materials about and by
the First Ladies. Commissioned by the Library’s Site. Committee, the bibliography
was compiled by the respected historian, Carl Sferrazza Anthony, who devoted more

than a year to this ambitious project. Mr. Anthony will update the bibliography on an
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annual basis. The Library plans to expand on the database to include information
about women throughout American history who have made significant contributions

1o our country.

Modern technology will allow unprecedented access to this one-of-a-kind
database. The 1,000-plus-page bibliography will be available via the World Wide Web
on the National First Ladies' Library Internet home page, which will be linked
electronically to the popular White House home page. Eventually, the Library's home
page will offer units of study that teachers and school librarians anywhere in the world

can use to provide or enrich social studies curricula at all levels.

Those who are able to travel to Canton, Ohio in person will have access to the
Library's own computer facilities and to its growing collection of books, newspaper
and journal articles and audio and video tapes. Visitors also will be able to glimpse a
bygone era as they tour the home of America's 23 First Lady, Ida Saxton McKinley,

which has been restored with great attention to historical accuracy.

In addition to its primary function as a repository of historical data, the
National First Ladies' Library will serve a vital public-service mission as the sponsor of
year-round educational and cultural activities and events. For example, short-and

longer-term outreach activities will include:

» Celebrating an annual "Mrs. President's Day," held in conjunction with
President's Day, during which lectures about the life and times of First
Ladies are presented at local schools and books are donated to school
libraries.

B Developing units of study about First Ladies and other great American

- more -
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women that encourage centers to use and enjoy libraries and computers.

. Sponsoring guest lectures at public libraries and community centers by
authorities on the Presidency, First Ladies and women'’s history.

. Coordinating and connecting all presidential sites and presidential
libraries via the Internet and other technological resources.

° Developing workshops for K-12 classes that demonstrate the wide range
of research materials and methodologies, including electronic sources,
documentaries and other films and oral histories.

. Sponsoring a major film festival featuring First Ladies and other noted
women in history at theaters throughout Ohio and beyond.

. Organizing displays, receptions and musical performances at cultural
sites such as art and history museums and symphony halls.

- Enlisting high school and college students to bring history alive for
audiences from schools to social clubs.

. Holding seminars on and by First Ladies and other noted women in
history about their unique role in American history.

. Encouraging women's leadership roles through workshops and study
groups focusing on First Ladies and women'’s history.

@ Providing assistance with a proposed television documentary about the
First Ladies and other great American women.

. Creating an information center on the history and influence of First
Ladies for dissemination to the nation's presidential homes and libraries.
The National First Ladies' Library project has captured the imagination of the
nation and has generated enormous excitement among the community of scholars.
Since its inception, the project has also received the enthusiastic endorsement of the

nation's First Ladies, each of whom is an honorary project chairperson.

- more -
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As the National First Ladies' Library takes shape, so, too, does the promise of
valuable, new knowledge about untold chapters in American history. And so, too,
does the promise of inspiring Americans, people the world over, for generations to

come.
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THE NATIONAL FIRST LADIES' LIBRARY
A UNIQUE NATIONAL RESOURCE

By: Dr. Carol Cartwright, President
Kent State University

As the first and only facility of its kind, the National First Ladies’ Library will
serve as a unique, national resource for patrons from school children to serious
scholars. As a national archive devoted to the lives and legacies of America's First
Ladies and other important women in American history, the Library's holdings will
fill an informational void in women’s history that has long frustrated academicians and

armchair history buffs alike.

Presidential spouses, who hail from virtually every part of the country and
represent a diversity of economic and social backgrounds, are fascinating in their own
right. However, the study of First Ladies holds enormous potential for generating
knowledge of a far broader scope. The changing roles of the First Lady - from social
hostess to social activist and from silent partner to full partner - mirror the changing
roles of all American women. With First Ladies as the cornerstone, the National First
Ladies’ Library will highlight other women of achievement throughout history whose

stories are key to understanding our past, present and opportunities for the future.

The Library's scholarly centerpiece will be a comprehensive, annotated
bibliography of books, manuscripts, journals, diaries and other materials about and by
the First Ladies. Commissioned by the Library’s Site Committee, the bibliography
was compiled by the respected historian, Carl Sferrazza Anthony, who devoted more

than a year to this ambitious project. Mr. Anthony will update the bibliography on an

- more -
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annual basis. The Library plans to expand on the database to include information
about women throughout American history who have made significant contributions

to our country.

Modern technology will allow unprecedented access to this one-of-a-kind
database. The 1,000-plus-page bibliography will be available via the World Wide Web
on the National First Ladies' Library Internet home page, which will be linked
electronically to the popular White House home page. Eventually, the Library's home
page will offer units of study that teachers and school librarians anywhere in the world

can use to provide or enrich social studies curricula at all levels.

Those who are able to travel to Canton, Ohio in person will have access to the
Library's own computer facilities and to its growing collection of books, newspaper
and journal articles and audio and video tapes. Visitors also will be able to glimpse a
bygone era as they tour the home of America's 23" First Lady, Ida Saxton McKinley,

which has been restored with great attention to historical accuracy.

In addition to its primary function as a repository of historical data, the
National First Ladies' Library will serve a vital public-service mission as the sponsor of
year-round educational and cultural activities and events. For example, short-and

longer-term outreach activities will include:

. Celebrating an annual "Mrs. President's Day," held in conjunction with
President’s Day, during which lectures about the life and times of First
Ladies are presented at local schools and books are donated to school
libraries.

. Developing units of study about First Ladies and other great American

- more -
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women that encourage centers to use and enjoy libraries and computers.

. Sponsoring guest lectures at public libraries and community centers by
authorities on the Presidency, First Ladies and women’s history.

. Coordinating and connecting all presidential sites and presidential
libraries via the Internet and other technological resources.

. Developing workshops for K-12 classes that demonstrate the wide range
of research materials and methodologies, including electronic sources,
documentaries and other films and oral histories.

. Sponsoring a major film festival featuring First Ladies and other noted
women in history at theaters throughout Ohio and beyond.

. Organizing displays, receptions and musical performances at cultural
sites such as art and history museums and symphony halls.

. Enlisting high school and college students to bring history alive for
audiences from schools to social clubs.

. Holding seminars on and by First Ladies and other noted women in
history about their unique role in American history.

. Encouraging women's leadership roles through workshops and study
groups focusing on First Ladies and women’s history.

. Providing assistance with a proposed television documentary about the
First Ladies and other great American women.

B Creating an information center on the history and influence of First
Ladies for dissemination to the nation's presidential homes and libraries.
The National First Ladies’ Library project has captured the imagination of the
nation and has generated enormous excitement among the community of scholars.
Since its inception, the project has also received the enthusiastic endorsement of the

nation's First Ladies, each of whom is an honorary project chairperson.

- more -
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As the National First Ladies' Library takes shape, so, too, does the promise of
valuable, new knowledge about untold chapters in American history. And so, too,
does the promise of inspiring Americans, people the world over, for generations to

come.
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Facts About
The National First Ladies’ Library Biblloiﬁphlc Database

The database is: A comprehensive and annotated virtual
bibliography of books, manuscripts,

journals, diaries, and other materials about
and by the First Ladies of the United States.
The bibliography is part of the National
First Ladies’ Mbrary website and is the first
and only res of its kind. In fact, there
is no such bibliography in existence yet for
American presidents.

Bibliography developed by: Noted author and historian Carl Sferrazza
Anthony, who devoted more than a year to

this project. Anthony bas written a number
of books about the first ladies, including
First Ladies: The Saga of the Presidents’
Wives and Their Power (Volumes I and II),
and As We Remember Her, a collection of
reminiscences by friends and family of
Jacqueline Kellnnedy Onassis.

Purpose of database: To offer a cbilnprehensive repository of
information for people interested in the

study of first ladies and other great
Anierican women. Americans are
beginning to ask questions about the
women who have shaped our country. The
database answers these questions by
providing information for research about
the'lives of women, their impact on
social and political issues, and the changing
roles that all women have fulfilled over the
last 200 yclm's

Intended audiences: Designed for use by everyone from the
. i armchair history buff to the serious scholar.
The bibliography is an excellent starting
place for scholars interested in in-depth

s study of the First Ladies.
N 17 )
Number of records: Nearly 46,000, which translates to 1300
pages in print.
Website developed by: Patricia K'ndcr and Larry Owens, faculty
members at Stark State College of

Technology!in Canton, Ohio. Stark State

10f2 6/3/98 10:52
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Database Faiow
also maintains the website.
Available to the world: Website launched by Mrs. Clinton at a
press conference at the White House on

February 23, 1998.

’
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Press Release - NFLL Week

Contact: Kim Davis
! 703/556-9402
MEDIA ADVISORY | Kristi Hellmuth
May 21, 1998 : § 703/799-2449

NATIONAL FIRST LADIES' LIBRARY GRAND OPENING FEATURES
RIBBON CUTTING, GALA VICTORIAN DINNER, PUBLIC TOURS , EXHIBITS AND
CELEBRATED AUTHORS" LECTURES/BOOK SIGNING

City of Canton Will Hold Small Town Americana Celebration

RIBBON CUTTING/GALA DINNER:

WHAT: The National First Ladies' Library, the only national institution devo
the serious contributions of first ladies and other important women i
American history, will/celebrate its Grand Opening and Official Ded
with weekend fativitiéspm feature a ribbon cutting ceremony and (
Victorian Dinner. ?

WHO: VIP attendees to date include First Lady Rosalynn Carter, actress
Stapleton, and CBS News Anchor Paula Zahn. Other invited gues
include all living First Ladies, the daughters and granddaughters of ¥
Ladies, the Ohio Cong'retsional Delegation and state officials, and
representatives from the corporate community.

WHEN: Monday, June 88
5:30 p.m. -- Dedication and Ribbon Cutting
6:00 p.m. -- Reception followed by Gala Victorian dinner

WHERE: Saxton McKinley House
331 Market Avenue South
Canton, OH 44702 | l
|
PUBLIC TOURS: '
|
ALSO: Public tours of the Historic Saxton McKinley House conducted

docents in period dress. The tours are free with a reservation. C:
Stark County Disfrict Library at 330/452-0665 before June 4th.

WHEN: Saturday, June 6 and Sunday, June 7
. Tours on the-hour from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

WHERE: The Saxton McKinl'ey‘a House (see above address)

lof3 \ 6/3/98 10:50 AN



20f3

—

{
- |
Press Release - NFLL Week , hup://www.ﬁmhdies.org/PRNFLLWEElgosz|98.mr

mem

WHAT: A pictorial essay of nziformer First Ladies will be on exhibit at t

Saxton McKinley _H' e. The framing and exhibit will be in Vict
decor and will be gl_l:played in the Ballroom on the 3rd floor.
WHEN: June 6 - to continue indefinitely
WHO: Craig Schermer, a noted collector in the Cleveland area, is lendi

remarkable collectian of likenesses of all women who have serve
capacity of First Lady. These women include wives, daughters,
daughters-in-law, and sisters. Harold Peffer, owner of Peffer Ar
Gallery in Canton, is donating his expertise to this project.

WHERE: Saxton McKinley Hopﬂe (see above address)
wuu&mzmﬂ-&lmi

ORS’ : 2
ALSO: Carl Anthony, noted author and historian will present a lecture

book signing on his newly released book “Florence Harding: Th
Lady, The Jazz Age; and the Death of America’s Most Scandalo
President”. Representing 20 years of new research on Mrs. Harc
Carl Anthony's book presents a new perspective on this powerfu
riveting, and coMHrdnl First Lady.

Edith Mayo "Execut,ﬁvt Adyvisor of the National First Ladies’ Lib
Curator of éne Smithsonian’s First Lady Exhibit, and author of
Smithsonian' Book'af the First Ladies" will also be on hand to di
the powerful role America's First Ladies have played in the cour
development. i |

Admission is free a ticket and reservation. Tickets are avail
the Stark County Li and its nine branches. For more infor
call 330-452-0665. After the lecture and signing, there will a rece
sponsored by The Friends of The Stark County Library.

WHEN: Sunday, June 7, 1998
2:00pm. "

WHERE: Stark County District Library
715 Market Avenue North
Canton, OH 44702 -
330/452-0665 |

In addition to these highlights, the City of Canton will be celebrating with activities, including an exhibi
featuring silhouettes and artifacts of Ohio first ladies at the McKinley Museum; an exhibit on the 1936 E
Olympics at the Art Institute; and historic cars of the Presidents at the Canton Classic Car Museum.

6/3/98 10:50 A
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Saxton McKinley House, The framing and exhibit will be in Vict
decor and will be displayed in the Ballroom on the 3rd floor.

WHEN: June 6 - to continue indefinitely

WHO: Craig Schermer, a noted collector in the Cleveland area, is lendi
remarkable collection of likenesses of all women who have serve
capacity of First Lady. These women include wives, daughters,
daughters-in-law, and sisters. Harold Peffer, owner of Peffer Ar
Gallery in Canton, is d:cbuﬁng his expertise to this project.

WHERE: Saxton McKinley Houst% (see above address)

ALSO: Carl Anthony, noted author and historian will present a lecture

book signing on his newly released book “Florence Harding: Th
Lady, The Jazz Age, apd the Death of America's Most Scandalo
President". Representing 20 years of new research on Mrs. Harc
Carl Anthony's book presents a new perspective on this powerfu
riveting, and eoltrovet:l_al First Lady.
Edith Mayo, Execuuv;‘ Advisor of the National First Ladies' Lib
Curator of the Smithsenian’s First Lady Exhibit, and author of
Smithsonian Book'of the First Ladies" will also be on hand to di
the powerful role America's First Ladies have played in the com
development. ;

l
Admission is free with!alticket and reservation. Tickets are avail
the Stark County Lib and its nine branches. For more infor.
call 330-452-0665. After the lecture and signing, there will a rece
sponsored by The Friends of The Stark County Library.

WHEN: Sunday, June 7, 1998
2:00 p.m. R

WHERE: Stark County District Library
715 Market Avenue North
Canton, OH 44702
330/452-0665

In addition to these highlights, the City of Canton will be celebrating with activities, including an exhibi
featuring silhoucttes and artifacts of Ohio first ladies at the McKinley Museum; an exhibit on the 1936
Olympics at the Art Institute; and historic cars of the Presidents at the Canton Classic Car Museum.

6/3/98 10:50 AM



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
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April 15, 1998

Mrs. Mary Regula

President

National First Ladies Library
Saxton McKinley House

331 Market Avenue South
Canton, Ohio 44702-2107

Dear Mrs. Regula:

Thank you for the kind letter and invitation to Mrs. Clinton
to attend the dedication of the National First Ladies' Library on
June 8, 1998.

Although Mrs. Clinton's official schedule will not permit
her to accept the invitation, she appreciates your thoughtfulness
and sends her best wishes.

Please do not hesitate to contact our office if we can be of
any assistance to you in the future.

Sincerely,

Patrti Soli oyle
Special Assistant to the President
Director of Scheduling

for the First Lady



March 24, 1998

iaiRrtrsoss:  Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton 4 / M ’
& DL First Lady of the United States pt

Hillaey Rodham (314 Executive Office Building, Room 100
* First Lady Washington, DC 20503

Barbara Bush

* First Lady

Nancy Reagan Dear MTrs. Clinton:

# First Lady
Rosalynn Carter

& Pk The National Board of the National First Ladies” Library wants to enthusiastically inform
Betty Ford you that the date for the grand dedication ceremony of your library has been set.

* First Lady
Claudia “l.ady Bird”

Johason On Monday, June 8, 1998, the official opening will be held at the historic Saxton
McKinley Home Tocated in Canton, Ohio.

NATIONAL BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

RGO oo Tosnist. ISIRE WL chosen because it is a birthday month of our first first lady, Martha Washington

Natwaa st Lo b and Ohioan Nellie Taft. June 8" is the birthday of Ida McKinley as well as one of our
Ve Presdont | oseame | VETY OWN honorary chairs, Barbara Bush. What better month to honor all of you for the

TRy rich, inspirational history you have given our nation.

Vice President
Suzanne Timken
SRS Years from now, future generations will remember you took time from your busy
Dencan tyior aniors SChedules to honor us and all the past first ladies who added so richly to our country’s
LogAdvser e Uiy iStOTY.

Treasurer

William L. Luntz - . . . . .
Chaionan Emeris Lz Con. The State of Ohio, the city of Canton, will welcome you and are dedicated to making it a

Assi Treas i
Rsant Teasrer - ayes MIENE t0 remember.

American Council of Life Insurance

-t e We will do everything to make this occasion free from hassle and stress for you. Private
Corstor Emerin Nawal gy transportation and accommodations are available, and any time schedule that will suit

PN — your plans will be acceptable to us.
Author and Historian

Wt i, CA 3 As | am sure you are aware, photographer Annie Leibovitz and writer Susan Sontag are

:': :’; = collaborating on a book called "Women of the Twentieth Century to be released in 1999.
Wit fae compn A a leader of the twentieth century, they are interested in photographing you at some
Dr. Elizabeth Broun point before the end of the year. We would be happy to coordinate that photograph

National Muscurn of American Ant 7 - 3 :
i Bl during the dedication of your library.

Kent State University

D Shults Fotar The President is, of course, encouraged to accompany you, and we would be honored to
it welcome him as well.
Mary Fran Freedman

Washington Management
and Marketing Center

Frankle Hewht Only your attendance, however, will make this library dedication a memorable one. We

- will historically document it by video taping it and adding it to the permanent on-line
Ray N. Ivey . " .
Comsotdaed Nt Gs o COllection of first ladies history.

Colleen Nunn

Atlanta, GA andd Bethesda. MD
Donnie Radcliffe

Author and Journalist

" *
fope Talt . - .
Hilliand, O11 Saxton McKinley House, 331 Market Avenue South, Canton, Ohio 44702-2107




For three years, this board has worked to fill an informational void in our great nation’s
history, and we are dedicated to documenting this rich heritage to the world.

I want to thank you for launching the "virtual" portion of the library from the East Room
on February 23", by putting on-line the 40,000 entry bibliography on first ladies from
Martha Washington to the present. It meant so much to me and the others who have
been involved in the project from the start to have your enthusiastic support and
participation. We have received calls, cards and letters from people around the country
and around the world who are enjoying the information available on this great resource.

All of these scholarly projects as well as the restoration of Ida McKinley’s home, have
been accomplished with private donations only - from school children to corporate
foundations.

We need your active participation on this one night. Please help us by honoring the first
ladies who tread the path before you and left a legacy of honor, truth and courage that
can be an inspirational guide to young women throughout the world.

Thank you for serving as an honorary chair - we hope we have lived up to your
expectations of us. We anxiously await your immediate reply.

Most sincerely

U

Mary Regula
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THE WHITE HOUSE @ W
WASHINGTON -
February 20, 1998 ﬁﬁ@mm @@W

Welcome to the National First Ladies’
Library! You have accessed the first
virtual library devoted to the lives and
legacies of America’s First Ladies.

At this exciting time in our history,
as we look forward to the beginning of a new
century and the next millennium, the
National First Ladies’ Library preserves a
very special part of our nation’s political
and social history. The electronic library
allows you to browse through a comprehensive
bibliographic database exhibiting the
enormous contributions made by 43 remarkable
women. The web site contains descriptions
of over 40,000 books, articles, letters,
manuscripts, and other literary works by and
about our nation’s First Ladies. The items
contained in this library help us to
understand our nation‘s past and, with that
understanding, to meet the future with
confidence.

I hope that your visit today will be
the first of many to the National First
Ladies’ Library and that this visit will
inspire a renewed interest in the lessons to
be learned from our nation’s past.

Sincerely yours,

il Clinn Cbonn

Hilla Rodham Clinton
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

November 10, 1997

Ms. Mary Regula
Founding Chair & President
National First Ladies Library

Saxton McKinley House
331 Market Avenue South

Canton, OH 44702-2107

Dear Mary:

[ send my congratulations to each of you gathered for the first meeting of the Board of the
National First Ladies' Library. The Library, which will preserve for history and make available
to the public the work of America’s First Ladies, constitutes an important asset for our nation. |
am confident that the Board's leadership and support will enhance the Library’s goals.

I'am proud to be an honorary chair for the Library and I look forward to hosting the

- White House introduction of the Library’s database. [ am hoping to schedule this event in

February when the First Ladies of the States will be in Washington for the Winter National
Governor’s Association meeting.

Mary, I especially want to commend you for your vision and commitment to this historic
project.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

H’l.l lml(a&m Cluntwns

Rodham Clinton
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Welcome to the White House. Today, with the click of the mouse, we will bring

history into the future by opening the electronic doors of the first ever virtual library
devoted to the lives and legacies of America’s First Ladies.

For the first time, people from around the world will be able to browse through a
comprehensive bibliographic database about the enourmous contributions made by
this remarkable group of 43 women. The National First Ladies Library web site will
contain descriptions of over 40,000 books, articles, letters, manuscripts, and other
literary works about and by our nation’s First Ladies.

| urge everyone to take a moment, get online, and visit for themselves this
incredible resource at www.firstladies.org. You can also link to the library by
accessing the White House’s home page at www.whitehouse.gov.

| want to thank Mary Regula for her vision and commitment. It was her
perserverance, and the hard work of countless others, that made today possible.

HRC



BC-FIRSTLADIES
U.S. first ladies library to open in Ohio

By Marguerite Nugent

CLEVELAND, June 7 (Reuters) - America's first ladies now have a home of
their own.

The National First Ladies Library opens in Canton, Ohio on Monday
featuring a comprehensive collection on the contributions of the country's 43
first ladies and other prominent American women.

Former first lady Rosalynn Carter will preside over the ribbon-cutting
and will join state and local dignitaries for a $1,500 a plate Victorian gala
Monday night.

The library is housed in the former home of William McKinley, who served
as president from 1897 to 1901, and the festivities have been fashioned after
that era.

The library is the dream of Mary Regula, the wife of uU.s.
Representative Ralph Regula, an Ohio Republican. The idea was born 30 years
ago when her husband asked her to give a speech on his behalf marking the
birthday of President Abraham Lincoln.

Mary Regula decided she would talk about Lincoln's wife, Mary Todd
Lincoln, but was disappointed with the information available.

This began a long journey which brought together Democratic and
Republican members of Congress, major corporations and private donors to
raise the more than $1.0 million to fund the library.

"“This (the library) marks the culmination of a long dream of mine to
bring the works and achievements of America's first ladies within reach of the
American people,'' Regula, a former teacher, said.

"*For far too long the contributions of these important women have gone
unrecognized, yet their influence has been great,'' she said.

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, who will not attend the opening, has
said of the library: " "This unique American institution will give people from
all walks of life the opportunity to learn about the important social,
political and humanitarian contributions our first ladies have made over the
years.''

Clinton inaugurated the Library's Internet site at a press conference at
the White House in February.

Located at www.firstladies.org, the site offers a database of 40,000
books, manuscripts, journals, letters and audio-visual materials about first
ladies. In addition, there are links to presidential sites and presidential
libraries.

"“The library differs from the presidential libraries in that it is a
showcase for all the first ladies,'' said Edith Mayo, the curator of the
Smithsonian Institution First Ladies Exhibit who acted as executive advisor
for the library.

While many first wives are included in their husbands' presidential
libraries, not all are recognised this way since presidential libraries did
not begin until after President Herbert Hoover left office in 1933, she said.

The first ladies' library will offer a variety of events, educational
activities and seminars on first ladies and their role in American history.

The Smithsonian's Mayo said the library would help correct popular
misconceptions about first ladies. For example, many presidential wives of the
19th century were as much political partners with their husbands as Hillary
Clinton is.

**She was not the first. Abigail Adams (wife of John Adams, the second
president of the United States) practically invented that role, but in the
20th century most wives took on different roles ... more behind the scenes,''
she said.

x*** filed by:RB--(--) on 06/07/98 at 16:11EDT **x*
**** printed by:WHPR(SCOH) on 06/08/98 at 06:47EDT %
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Mary Regula

Mary Regula has had a varied career as a school teacher, Congressional spouse and mother of three
children. She has distinguished herself in service to her community and nation through dedication
to education, her involvement in numerous volunteer activities, and personal leadership. She also
reaches out to people through her inspirational and historical programs.

Community service, TV appearances, and numerous civic awards have kept Mary in the forefront
of issues regarding women in today's society. Mary appeared on the "TODAY" show as Chairman
of the "Made in the USA" project and discussed the organization's mission to encourage Americans
to buy products manufactured domestically. As President of the National Congressional Club, she
was interviewed by Roger Mudd on "McNeil-Lehrer" where she defended Congressional spouses’
right to work. She received special award recognition from the League of Women Voters and a
Presidential citation for her community outreach on women's issues from Malone University in Ohio.
In 1996, she was the first woman to receive the Women Helping Women Award from Soroptomist
International. She was also made an honorary member of the organization. Mary also serves as an
honorary member of "PACE", which is a project that serves domestic violence victims.

Mrs. Regula's background in American History, in which she received a Bachelor of Arts from
Mount Union College in Ohio, has served her well. She is a member of the U.S. Capitol Historical
Society, the Smithsonian Society, National Trust for Historic Preservation and the Ohio Historical
Society.

Mrs. Regula's leadership and activism in the arca of education demonstrates her commitment to
lifelong learning. She taught on both the elementary and secondary levels. She is the former
President of the National Cabinet of Mount Union Women, where she founded the first National
Student Women's Scholarship. She is a well-known speaker and lecturer and regularly lectures on
topics related to women, United States history and First Ladies. Her presentations include "First
Ladyship: Powers and Influence”, "Ohio's First Ladies", "Life of Mary Todd Lincoln", "Miracle in
Philadelphia”, "Inside the White House", "Our Nation's Capitol”, and "Christmas at the White
House".

It was through Mary's research on history and First Ladies that she discovered the educational void
regarding information about First Ladies and other women who have contributed so much to our
nation's history. Determined to make it easier for others to learn about these great historical figures,
Mary assembled a board of 13 people to design the bibliographic database, which has become the
cornerstone of the National First Ladies' Library. Mrs. Regula is currently involved in the
development of this organization as Founding Chair and President.

Mary is married to U. S. Representative Ralph Regula and resides on a farm in Stark County, Ohio.
They have three children and two grandchildren. She is a member of St. Timothy Episcopal Church.

-
Saxton McKinley House, 331 Market Avenue South, Canton, Ohio 44702-2107
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Jane Alexander
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Sharon Archer
Houston, TX and Washington, DC
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The Honorable Lindy Boggs
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Sarah Brown
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United States Senate
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Mary Regula

Mary Regula has had a varied career as a school teacher, Congressional spouse and mother of three
children. She has distinguished herself in service to her community and nation through dedication
to education. her involvement in numerous volunteer activities, and personal leadership. She also
reaches out to people through her inspirational and historical programs.

Community service, TV appearances, and numerous civic awards have kept Mary in the forefront
of issues regarding women in today's society. Mary appeared on the "TODAY" show as Chairman
of the "Made in the USA" project and discussed the organization's mission to encourage Americans
to buy products manufactured domestically. As President of the National Congressional Club, she
was interviewed by Roger Mudd on "McNeil-Lehrer" where she defended Congressional spouses’
right to work. She received special award recognition from the League of Women Voters and a
Presidential citation for her community outreach on women's issues from Malone University in Ohio.
In 1996, she was the first woman to receive the Women Helping Women Award from Soroptomist
International. She was also made an honorary member of the organization. Mary also serves as an
honorary member of "PACE", which is a project that serves domestic violence victims.

Mrs. Regula's background in American History, in which she received a Bachelor of Arts from
Mount Union College in Ohio, has served her well. She is a member of the U.S. Capitol Historical
Society, the Smithsonian Society, National Trust for Historic Preservation and the Ohio Historical
Society.

Mrs. Regula's leadership and activism in the area of education demonstrates her commitment to
lifelong learning. She taught on both the elementary and secondary levels. She is the former
President of the National Cabinet of Mount Union Women, where she founded the first National
Student Women's Scholarship. She is a well-known speaker and lecturer and regularly lectures on
topics related to women, United States history and First Ladies. Her presentations include "First
ladyship: Powers and Influence”, "Ohio's First Ladies", "Life of Mary Todd Lincoln", "Miracle in
Philadelphia®, "Inside the White House", "Our Nation's Capitol”, and "Christmas at the White
House".

It was through Mary's research on history and First Ladies that she discovered the educational void
regarding information about First Ladies and other women who have contributed so much to our
nation's history. Determined to make it easier for others to learn about these great historical figures,
Mary assembled a board of 13 people to design the bibliographic database, which has become the
cornerstone of the National First Ladies' Library. Mrs. Regula is currently involved in the
development of this organization as Founding Chair and President.

Mary is married to U. S. Representative Ralph Regula and resides on a farm in Stark County, Ohio.
They have three children and two grandchildren. She is amember of St. Timothy Episcopal Church.
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Mary Regula

Mary Regula has had a varied career as a school teacher, Congressional spouse and mother of three
children. She has distinguished herself in service to her community and nation through dedication
to education, her involvement in numerous volunteer activities, and personal leadership. She also
reaches out to people through her inspirational and historical programs.

Community service, TV appearances, and numerous civic awards have kept Mary in the forefront
of issues regarding women in today's society. Mary appeared on the "TODAY" show as Chairman
of the "Made in the USA" project and discussed the organization's mission to encourage Americans
to buy products manufactured domestically. As President of the National Congressional Club, she
was interviewed by Roger Mudd on "McNeil-Lehrer” where she defended Congressional spouses'
right to work. She received special award recognition from the League of Women Voters and a
Presidential citation for her community outreach on women's issues from Malone University in Ohio.
In 1996, she was the first woman to receive the Women Helping Women Award from Soroptomist
International. She was also made an honorary member of the organization. Mary also serves as an
honorary member of "PACE", which is a project that serves domestic violence victims.

Mrs. Regula's background in American History, in which she received a Bachelor of Arts from
Mount Union College in Ohio, has served her well. She is a member of the U.S. Capitol Historical
Society, the Smithsonian Society, National Trust for Historic Preservation and the Ohio Historical
Society.

Mrs. Regula's leadership and activism in the area of education demonstrates her commitment to
lifelong learning. She taught on both the elementary and secondary levels. She is the former
President of the National Cabinet of Mount Union Women, where she founded the first National
Student Women's Scholarship. She is a well-known speaker and lecturer and regularly lectures on
topics related to women, United States history and First Ladies. Her presentations include "First
Ladyship: Powers and Influence”, "Ohio's First Ladies", "Life of Mary Todd Lincoln", "Miracle in
Philadelphia", "Inside the White House", "Our Nation's Capitol”, and "Christmas at the White
House".

It was through Mary's research on history and First Ladies that she discovered the educational void
regarding information about First Ladies and other women who have contributed so much to our
nation's history. Determined to make it easier for others to learn about these great historical figures,
Mary assembled a board of 13 people to design the bibliographic database, which has become the
cornerstone of the National First Ladies' Library. Mrs. Regula is currently involved in the
development of this organization as Founding Chair and President.

Mary is married to U. S. Representative Ralph Regula and resides on a farm in Stark County, Ohio.
They have three children and two grandchildren. She is amember of St. Timothy Episcopal Church.
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Facts About The National First Ladies' Library

The database is:

Bibliography
developed by:

Purpose of database:

Intended audiences:

Number of records:

Web site developed by:

Available to the world:

Bibliographic Database

A comprehensive, annotated virtual bibliography of
books, manuscripts, journals, diaries, and other materials
about and by the First Ladies of the United States. The
bibliography is part of the National First Ladies' Library
Web site and is the first and only resource of its kind. In
fact, no such bibliography exists for American presidents.

Noted author and historian Carl Sferrazza Anthony, who
devoted more than a year to this project. Anthony has
written a number of books about the first ladies, including
First Ladies: The Saga of the Presidents' Wives and
Their Power (Volumes I and II), and As We Remember
Her, a collection of reminiscences by friends and family
of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis.

To offer a comprehensive repository of information for
people interested in the study of first ladies and other
great American women. Americans are beginning to ask
questions about the women who have shaped our country.
The database provides information for research about the
lives of these women, their impact on social and political
issues, and the changing roles that all women have
fulfilled over the last 200 years.

Designed for use by everyone from the armchair history
buff to the serious scholar. The bibliography is an
excellent starting place for scholars interested in in-depth
study of the First Ladies.

Nearly 40,000, which translates to 1,300 pages in print.
Patricia Krider and Larry Owens, faculty members at
Stark State College of Technology in Canton, Ohio. Stark
State also maintains the Web site.

Web site will be launched by Mrs. Clinton at a press

conference at the White House on February 23, 1998.
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Facts About The National First Ladies' Library

Bibliographic Database

A comprehensive, annotated virtual bibliography of
books, manuscripts, journals, diaries, and other materials
about and by the First Ladies of the United States. The
bibliography is part of the National First Ladies' Library
Web site and is the first and only resource of its kind. In
fact, no such bibliography exists for American presidents.

Noted author and historian Carl Sferrazza Anthony, who
devoted more than a year to this project. Anthony has
written a number of books about the first ladies, including
First Ladies: The Saga of the Presidents' Wives and
Their Power (Volumes I and 11), and As We Remember
Her, a collection of reminiscences by friends and family
of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis.

To offer a comprehensive repository of information for
people interested in the study of first ladies and other
great American women. Americans are beginning to ask
questions about the women who have shaped our country.
The database provides information for research about the
lives of these women, their impact on social and political
issues, and the changing roles that all women have
fulfilled over the last 200 years.

Designed for use by everyone from the armchair history
buff to the serious scholar. The bibliography is an
excellent starting place for scholars interested in in-depth
study of the First Ladies.

Nearly 40,000, which translates to 1,300 pages in print.
Patricia Krider and Larry Owens, faculty members at
Stark State College of Technology in Canton, Ohio. Stark
State also maintains the Web site.

Web site will be launched by Mrs. Clinton at a press

conference at the White House on February 23, 1998.

*
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NEW INTERNET WEB SITE PROVIDES IMPORTANT RESEARCH TOOL ON

AMERICAN FIRST LADIES

Researchers, scholars, students and armchair history buffs have an
important new resource for the study of American history: the National First
Ladies' Library Internet Web site, now available at http://www firstladies.org.
The Web site centerpiece is a unique, on-line, comprehensive, annotated
bibliographic database consisting of nearly 40,000 records, including books,
manuscripts, journals, articles and audio-visual materials dealing with the
American first ladies.

The on-line bibliography was designed as a primary research source for
anyone interested in learning more about the first ladies. It is a central
repository that lists all available resources and their locations in the nation's
libraries, presidential libraries, college or university collections, and the National
First Ladies’ Library in Canton, Ohio.

Traditionally, a researcher interested in studying the first ladies would
have to search the collections of several libraries. Now, one can access the

National First Ladies’ Library Web site and, in one virtual trip to the National

(MORE)
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First Ladies' Library, complete a sizable degree of preliminary research and
compile a list of other library collections to explore further.

The Web site is organized with a home page for each first lady. Hot
buttons lead a browser to annotated listings of the resources dealing with that
first lady available in libraries across America. By hitting live links to the White
House Web site, a browser can access information on the president associated
with the first lady, and through further live links, ultimately visit the Web site of
the corresponding presidential library.

"The National First Ladies' Library bibliography is the only one of its kind
in existence," said Mary Regula, National First Ladies’ Library Founding
Chairman. "In fact, there's no comparable bibliography for information about our
U.S. presidents.”

The annotated bibliography was developed by noted author and
historian Carl Sferrazza Anthony. Anthony has written a number of books on
the first ladies, including First Ladies: The Saga of the Presidents' Wives and
Their Power (Volumes | and Il), and As We Remember Her, a collection of
reminiscences by friends and family of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. Anthony
will update the bibliography annually.

The National First Ladies’ Library Web site was developed and will be
maintained by Stark State College of Technology in Canton, Ohio.
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