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Spare the Child 
Hillary Clinton's Initial response to 

Elian Gonzalez was cautious until the evt­
dence came in. 

·once It was concluded ttus was a nt 
father and a lovtng relationship. there 
isn't much more to discuss,* the r1rst lady 
and- ew York senate candidate uld in an 
interview this week. •we don't want to be 
in the business or breaking up families ror 
pohttcal reasons. -

�1s. Clinton's comments will Infuriate 
the political nght, who despise her as 

Politics & People 

By Albert R. Hunt 

much as they do Fidel Castro. the real 
centerpiece or their furor over the return 
of the six-year-old child to his Cuban fa­
ther last weekend. But Ms. Clinton has 
been concerned about children's rights 
and parental responsibilities for more 
than a quarter century. 

lronlcally, eight years ago conserva­
tives and Republicans vilified her when 
she suggested that under certaJn circum• 
stances-such as abuse-children had 
rights that might supercede pnrental 
claims. She was v1clously attncked by Pres­
ident Bush's party chalnnan and others 
who distorted her position. The GOP plat­
form took a slap 111 her views on children's 
rights. 

Contrast this with the rights some of 
these conservatives today would assign to 
a small child as they try to capitalize on 
the tragedy of Ellan. Or the outrnge they 
express over the lawruJ seizure of Ellan by 
government agents last weekend. How 
many or these born-again civil llbertart• 
ans ever expressed outrnge over police bru­
tality of Arrican-Amerlrans or Hispanics? 

The hysteria and the hypocrisy of the ·e 

critics Is breathtaking. 
There are occasions. as Ms. Clinton 

sugge ted, when It's not m the best inter­
ests of a child to remain with a parent. lt 
wns llberal-spawned federal teglslat1on 
mandating that all Mreasonable efforts" be 
made to keep ramiUes mtact that caused 
great hann to children before It was modl­
Oed. 

A classic case, whJch occurred In Wash­
lngtOn. D.C., ln\·olved Comilous Pixley, an 
Infant whose drug- and crime-plagued 
mother murdered another or her children. 
The tltlle boy was taken into custody by 
police officer Laura Blankman. Ms. Blank­
man Is white and Cornilous 1s African­
Amertcan. 

Orlgtnally, a judge gave custody of the 
child back to h1s mother. Fortunately, this 
was reversed. He Is now with Ms. Blank­
man and, based on recent observations. is 
a happy UtUe boy. Similarly, O.J. Simpson 
never should have been gtven custody or 
hls kids. 

But the criteria in these cases were not 
Ms. Plxley's profession or Mr. Simpson's 
political posture. The criteria were that 
both parents were unfit. 

There are two legitimate tests In 
Elian's case. One Is the Immigration sum­
dard for asylum, or whether there Is a 
"wetl•grounded fear of persecution" if he 
Is returned to Cuba. The other Is whether 
the child would be returned to a fit parent. 

Today's Cuba Is a miserably governed 
country, which Is why Castrolsm won't sur• 
vive the 72-year-old dictator. U he goes 
back. Ellan won't spend most or his life 
growing up under Castro. II\ the short 
term. the little kid will be a returning 
hero, a slap In the face of the Cuban•Amer­
tcan community. 

£:.'very Independent analysts-the New 
York Times. Washington Post and Miami 
Herald, among others-reports that Juan 

Miguel Gonzalez ls a dutifuJ father. What­
ever bis shortcomings as a husband, be 
spent conSJderable time with Ellan and 
enjoyed a close relationship with the boy. 
They clearly met the test articulated last 
week by Cardinal Bernard Law of Boston, 
that the ,.natural bond between a rather is 
of far greater value than .. .  the superior• 
ity of a system of governmenL • 

Politically, the American public has 
been remarkably measured ln rejecting 

'rlllt,11 sbould Ull gor,mmenl hrn 
r,mond Elfan from th, Miami home? 

WK£JI ntEY OID, ■■■ 72"OREARt.lER 

A I.Agr� - 23% 

Should Congr,n hold burlap on th, 
r,d,ral gonmm,nt'! torrfb/1 r,monl? 

YES-28% 

NO 

the emotions some have tried to arouse . 
Conservatives hoped that the weekend pic­
tures of law-enforcement oUlclals forcibly 
taking the child away from the Miami rela­
tives would create a political backJash. It 
hasn't Surveys over the past few days 
reveal that most people think the child 
should be united with his father and that 
Attorney General Janet Reno, who or­
dered the remarkably successfuJ rescue 
mission, behaved responsibly. 

One Democrat who has suffered Is Vice 
President Al Gore. whose break with the 
administration is seen as pandering. But 
there Is a way to rescue Mr. Gore from his 
own missteps: a Republican witch 
hunt-led by Trent Lott and Tom De• 
Lay-or thJs episode. 

A congressional inquiry seven years 
ago Into the Waco fiasco, where 80 people 

A27 

died, backfired. Imagine what these era• 
\'en opportunists wm do In assailing a mis• 
sion that took three minutes. where no one 
was really inJured and a little boy was 
laWfUlly returned to his father. 

By this summer Elian GonzaJez wllJ be 
a norussue. Columnist Mark Shields pre• 
diets that Ellan Gonzalez will not even be 
mentioned In Republican acceptance 
speeches In Philadelphia. 

Top GOP leaders will be embarrassed, 
as they should be, by the Irresponsible 
vitriol or �Ir. DeLay, Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Bal­
art, Sen. Bob Smith and other Clinton and 
castro haters. The charges have been stun­
ningly reckless: the little boy was "hooded 
and dragged� from his home wtth a gun to 
hls head; the rescue mJssion was unlaw­
ful, conducted by ··storm troopers" with­
out a search warrant; Ellan was drugged 
by U.S. government agents and subjected 
to C

u

ban psychiatnsts; and the whole 
thing was orchestrated by Washington law­
yer Greg CraJg, a Castro tool. 

The facts: There was a warrant issued 
for the predawn raid which enforced the 
rule of law. a decision by the attorney gen­
eral that the boy belonged with his father. 
For nine days the Miami relatives dis­
obeyed the law by refusmg to tum the boy 
over. The agents were armed, as they 
should have been, but no one was hurt and 
htUe Elian was not ''hooded" and didn't 
have a gun at his head. There have been 
no Cuban psychiatnsts, and the American 
psychiatrist who new to Washington with 
the child said Elian was given ''absolutely 
no medication." Mr. Craig is the Cather's 
lawyer, not Castro's, and learned or the 
raid when he turned on the television. 

The reason the political demagoguery 
of the critics hasn't worked is simple: Un­
like them. the Ame1ican public Is less In· 
terested In any political ai::enda and more 
in what's best for a six-year-old child. 
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To: Lissa Muscatine/WHO/EOP

Contact: Howard

Karen

Karen Finney <kfinney@hillary2000.org>
04/24/2000 03:29:34 PM

cc:
Subject: FW: HRC Statement on Elian Gonzalez

> —Original Message----
> From: Karen Dunn
> Sent: Monday, April 24, 2000 11:34 AM
> Subject: HRC Statement on Elian Gonzalez
>
> For Immediate Release
> Wolfson
> April 24, 2000
> Karen Finney
> (212) 239-2000
> Dunn
>
>
> Statement of Hillary Rodham Clinton on Elian Gonzalez
>
> Hillary Rodham Clinton issued the following statement today about the case
> of Elian Gonzalez:
>
> “I am relieved that Elian has been reunited with his father. As I have
> said, this little boy should not be exploited for political purposes. As
> a mother and as a child advocate for more than thirty years, I believe it
> is in Elian's best interest to be with his father
>
> "Saturday's action was accomplished rapidly and without injury, and I hope
> that the appropriate, ongoing legal process will now conclude as quickly
> as possible.
>
> "At a time that cried out for healing, the Mayor chose to exploit this
> situation by making divisive attacks on the United States law enforcement
> officers. Calling U.S. law enforcement 'storm troopers' is extreme and
> unwarranted. It is time for all of us to take a deep breath and allow
> Elian and his father to spend time together outside of the media and
> political spotlight."
>
>###
>
>
>



Suggested talking points:

2) However, a child has certain rights if the parent is unable, unwilling 
or unfit to take care of the child. No child should be asked to remain 
in a family setting that is abusive, neglectful or harmful to that 
child's safety and well-being.

1)1 have worked on foster care and abuse issues for 30 years - as a 
lawyer and as a children’s advocate. And I have always maintained 
that, except in extreme cases of abuse and neglect, children should 
remain with their parents.

Al Hunt is doing a column on the hypocrisy of the right-wing 
when it comes to the issue of children’s rights. He believes that you 
were unfairly hounded by the GOP in 1992 and that, while your 
position has been consistent and common-sensical, their motives are less 
about the interests of children than about scoring political points. In 
this interview we want to emphasize that you are the one who has 
consistently championed the unity of families - except in the most 
extreme cases.

He would like to speak to you for 4-5 minutes about the larger 
issue of children’s rights - not the specifics of the Elian Gonzales case. 
Enclosed is a fabulous piece in today’s Washington Post by Michael 
Kinsley, which I believe is similar to what Al wants to write. Also, 
David Von Drehle’s piece from yesterday about the legal issue of 
asylum/custody, which is okay but pretty thin. And finally, a piece that 
Al Hunt did in 1997 about your beliefs on the subject.

3) These are family issues and they should never be politicized. It 
doesn’t help children when politicians use these issues simply to score 
political points. There has been a tremendous amount of political 
grandstanding in recent weeks - just as there was back in 1992.

TO: HRC
FROM: Lissa
DATE: April 25, 2000
RE: Talking points for Al Hunt interview



Michael Kinsley

Republicans for Hillary Hlzr/oo

Suddenly, children’s

rights are in fashion.

or a 6-year-old child, or strangers such as

George F. Will
X

The Raid in Little Havana

country with 1 different system than 
our«* *t —’• 1------ • 'However, here are a few questions that

into Congress. When Rep. Jose Serrano 
was asked three times on television *Is Cu­
ba a free country?* his three answers 
were: It’s a sovereign country,* nt’s a

pie to reveal their strange political views.
The farcical National Council of 

Churches has played its familiar role as 
friend of leftist tyrannies. And now the na­
tion knows that there are people in public

House Republican Whip Tom DeLay, en­
dorsing the court ruling, declared the Elian 
case to be a custody battle just like “what I 
have been involved in with my wife.’ That 
'92 platform failed to explain that a great un­
cle has the same "parental authority* as a 
mother or father.

Perhaps most sublimely, there was Newt 
Gingrich, reduced to subbing for some Fox 
News host who wouldn't have been allowed 
to carry Newt's ego around behind him in a 
wheelbarrow back in 1992. After Rep. D- 
eana Ros-Lehtinen (R-Miami) stated that 
the courts had given "little Elian* the right 
to asylum, Gingrich forgot to remind her 

year-old was far too young to decide he’d that “Republicans trust parents and believe
rather not live with such people, and that that they, not courts and lawyers, know
anyone who wanted lawyers and govern- what is best for their children.” 
ment to keep these parents apart from their
child was a liberal sociopath.

and talk-show shorthand had it). His moth­
er had repeatedly abandoned him and was 
living with a man with a criminal record 
who had recently been arrested for allegedly 
beating her.

His father, the suit alleged, was an alco­
holic who had abandoned the family.

But the GOP party line was that a 12-

Instead. he criticized Janet Reno’s timing 
on the adorable grounds that‘this is a time 

Autres temps, autres moeurs. The bar- for Easter egg hunts. This is a time for the 
vest of ironic counterpoint from this past Easter bunny."

All these critics of the operation that re­
united father and son seemed more than

Sunday's news and talk shows alone is al­
most too rich to bear. Republican critics 
needed a reason why, after five months of open to the possibility that the government.

un-Republican these days.) Hillary Clinton's -  
Senate-race opponent declared that Elian’s Michael Kinsley, editor of Slate

whole realm of psychobabble is a subject on ~ 

which Republicans are sounding distinctly Hillary.

lawsuits by children stands out as a bit odd.
The explanation is that it was part of an 

effort to make Hillary Clinton that year’s 
Willie Horton: a symbol of wretched liberal 
excess. As a law student, Hillary Rodham 
had published an article arguing that chil­
dren have legal rights and in some circum­
stances they should indeed be allowed to 
sue for separation from their parents. 
Speaker after speaker at the convention that 
renominated George H. W. Bush warned 
that if Hillary’s husband was elected presi­
dent, children would soon be suing their 
parents for making them do their home­
work or take out the trash. The Clintons and 
other Democrats responded that the article 
was being grotesquely misrepresented 
(which it was). They weren’t about to be 
trapped defending an idea as un-American 
as children’s independent legal rights.

You see where this is going, of course. 
But wait It gets better. The Republicans 
tried to use a specific case to illustrate the 
depraved, socialistic road the Hillaryites

were leading the country down. It involved 
a 12-year-old Florida boy who was suing for 
the right to remain with a foster family rath­
er than return to his natural parents (or su­
ing to "divorce” his parents, as the headline

Some will rush to judgment They will 
say that Sen. Bob Graham, the Florida 
Democrat was bed to. Recently, he made 
a plea, in the Oval Office, that if the gov­
ernment went to Elian’s home to seize 
him, it should not do so at night “The 
president of the United States,* says Gra­
ham, ‘made that commitment to me that 
there would be no taking of this child at 
night* But whether the president lied de­
pends on what the definition of "night" is.

Anyway, Eric Holder, deputy attorney 
general, says the paramilitary operation 
was ‘done professionally.* So are a lot of 
burglaries, but Holder is right about the 
INS agents' professionalism—why, the 
one agent's finger was at least half an inch 
from the trigger.

One bit of intelligence that supposedly 
justified the assault—‘dynamic entry* is 
the term of art—on the house was the pos­
sibility that there might be weapons in­
side. Considering that 40 percent of Amer­
ican households have guns, it is notable 
that the assaulters managed to hit a bouse 
that did not have any.

Maybe it’s an exception. But then maybe 
there are other exceptions, too. In fact, may­
be if you’ve been self-righteously indignant

"Refmblicans trust parents and believe 
' that they, not courts and lawyers, know 

what is best for their children. *

plication in the United States."
Kate O'Beime, professional Hillary hater 

and possibly the most reliable right-wing ap­
paratchik on television: “The child has 
rights separately distinct from his father."

"rights' had been "trampled.* He stated flat- (wwwjlate.com), writes a weekly 
ly that “this boy is entitled to an asylum ap- column for The Post

Sunday, during a pause in celebrating 
what he called the ‘shared victory* of the 
United States and Cuba, Castro "voted’), 
but they still can shrug their shoulders. 
And Castro still usefully causes some peo-

What was it about the behavior of the 
Gonzalez family over the past five months 
that justified the government's conclusion 
that the family lives by the Clinton stan­
dard? (Remember the defense a Clinton 
aide once made of him. “He has kept the 
promises he meant to keep.’) That is, 
what justified the judgment that the family 
would not honor its pledge to open the 
door to INS agents if they came like civil­
ians, in daylight, and asked for Elian?

Granted, in such an event there might 
have been crowd control work for the Mi­
ami police outside the house. But is one 
part of government justified in making 
nighttime assaults on homes in order to 
spare another part of government work?

Government and media did much to vil­
ify the family before the paramilitary as­
sault on it A subtext of the Elian affair has 
been a tendency of many political and me­
dia people to render harsher judgments 
about Cuban Americans than about the 
dictator who drove them to America. 
However, Castro has always had fans.

When Jean-Paul Sartre, French philoso­
pher and Stalinist made a pilgrimage to
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So declares the 1992 Republican plat­
form. This ancient document works itself up 
into quite a froth over what it rails “parental 
authority.* Republicans in those days were 
specifically alarmed over the nation that 
children have legal rights independent of 
their parents—and might even be allowed 
to bring lawsuits that would break up the 
nuclear family. “For more than three dec­
ades,* we learn, the liberal philosophy has 
assaulted the family on every side. Today, its 
more vocal advocates... deny parental au­
thority and responsibility, fracturing the 
family into isolated individuals, each of 
them dependent upon—and helpless be­
fore—government This is the ultimate 
agenda of contemporary socialism under all 
its masks,’ no less.

Even in a generally hysterical tract, this 
emphasis on the less-than-pressing issue of

that 6-year-old Elian may have an indepen- scenario back in ’92. 
dent legal right to live in the United States, 
against his father's wish.

There was Rudy Giuliani, of all people, , J o
emoting about the traumatic damage* that on both sides of an issue, you should con-
can be caused by forceful police action. (Be- dude that it’s not an issue about which self­
sides the rule of law and "family values," the righteous indignation is called for.

i« And maybe you should apologize to

i

life and the media not unlike the' man 

whom voters in the South Bronx have put

was the first time I understood—still quite 
vaguely—what 1 called direct democracy.’ 
Between the waitress and Castro, an im­
mediate secret understanding was estab­
lished. She let it be seen by her tone, by 
her smiles, by a shrug of her shoulders, 
that she was without illusion.* 

Cuba still has “direct democracy*: Cu-' 
bans have no real elections (although on

fruitless negotiation and brazen defiance of < , _
the law by the Miami contingent, Juan Mi- themselves, might all be better judges of the 
guel Gonzalez's obviously loving "parental child’s welfare than the child’s one surviving 
authority" should not be honored. Most of parent And the}' may even be right about 
them grasped onto the circuit court ruling that No one ever thought of this particular
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shotild have collaborated in such an out­
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the Associated Press?
In the coming days, we are sure to see more 
d more o* this kind of picture, the content 
Elian back with lather—the man who took 

we than four months to come to see his 
ipwrecked son. (How long would it have 
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The picture will take a long time to forget: 
e commando pointing an MP 5 submachine 
m at a b year old > ■>y snd the fi she rerun who 
id plucked him from the sea. (An Italian 
merkan, by the way, hardly the anUCastro 
utran so caricatured by the press.)
For its drama, immediacy and truth, that 

rture has undoubtedly already won neat 
rar’s Pulitzer Prize. But it could not earn a 
lace on the front page of the New York 
imes. Then again, the New York Times has a 
mg history with Castro going back to the 
WOs. when Its Cuba correspondent, Herbert 
latthews. assured the world that Castro was 
ot a communist (occasioning the famous 
959 National Review cartoon of Castro say- 
tg, *1 got my job through the New York 
•irnes*).

The Tunes chose to highlight instead the 
iter, carefully composed photo of Elian with 

for—and bonding with-Elian? In Cuba, din 
ing with Fidel, parroting the government line 
and refusing to come see his son. When he fi­
nally received Elian at Andrews Air Force 
Base. Cuban officials were there.

Elian’s reeducation has undoubtedly be­
gun. And if it is not completed by the time he 
leaves the United States, it will be when he re­
turns to Cuba. Who will really have custody of 
Elian when he returns? Castro has already 
made him a -hero of the revolution."

Heroes of the revolution don’t get raised by 
their fathers. They get raised by the state— 
and by the statecootrolled psychiatrists, all of 
whom are waiting for Elian upon his return to 
the special apartment, the special education, 
the special life that awaits him.

That the government of the United States 

We know that a scream
ing, terrified and dis­
traught Elian was seized at 
gunpoint from those who 
had saved his life and cared 
for him for five months.

A few hours later, isolat 
ed and out of view, he is 
nicely subdued. I'm a psy­
chiatrist. Give me a Ayear- 
old and a few hours atone, 
and fl have him smiling 
for the cameras too. with 
or without pharmacology.

Why did Reno do it? Her argument is al­
ways shifting First, it is "the law."

Now, the INS certainly is duly constituted 
authority. But it is no more "the law" than Is 
the street crimes unit of the New York City 
police. In a democracy, the law is determined 
by the courts. And the 11th Circuit Court of 
Appeals had just days before the raid found 
that the INS had acted with no basis in "stat­
utory. regulatory or guideline provisions" in 
refusing to consider the claim for asylum 
made for Elian by his great uncle lazaro

Reno’s fall back, and indeed her mantra 
throughout the five months, is that she Is just 
acting in "the best Interest of the child." But 
those who had actually seen the child, from 
Sister Jeanne O'Laughlin (president of Barry 
University and friend of Janet Reno) to Dr. 
Gunther Perdigao (a board certified adult and 
child psychiatrist) had, after initially thinking 
otherwise, concluded that it would be best for

Elian to remain with his family in Miami.
Just days before the raid, the Justice De­

partment released a letter from a pediatri 
d*n. This doctor, who is not a psychiatrist 
and had never examined Elian, diagnosed 
him at a distance of 1.100 miles as the equiv­
alent of a "hostage" and "in a stale of immi­
nent danger" in "psychologically abusive* and 
•destructive ambience" who "should be re» 
cued."

Yet Justice never spoke to the one psychia­
trist who had spent time with Elian Dr. Perdi 
gao. Brazilian bom and Spanish-speaking, 
spent hours with Elian over two days. After 
which he concluded that "Elian had bonded 
so strongly to Marisleysis that to pluck him 
out would be a terrible trauma." His reaction 
to the Saturday morning raid? "My associa­
tion was to pictures of German soldiers pluck­
ing Jews out of their houses."

And where was Juan Miguel during the 
months that his cousin Marisleysis was caring

lad and stepfamily
The picture credit reads "Juan Miguel 

■onzalez," the father What kind of journal 
fie judgment accords precedence to such a 
icture—provided without context and in 
olatfon by a fiercely partisan protagonist in 

hearsed seizure picture taken by Alan Diaz
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2ND STORY of Level 1 printed in FULL format.

April 24, 2000, Monday, Final Edition

SECTION: A SECTION; Pg. A17

LENGTH: 1115 words

HEADLINE: The Court Case; Legal Balance Shifts Toward Elian's Father

BYLINE: David Von Drehle , Washington Post Staff Writer

The father is now in a stronger position to ask the appeals court simply to 
shut down the legal conflict that has riveted the country.

Copyright 2000 The Washington Post 
The Washington Post

Even without a change of heart from Elian, the fact that the boy no longer 
lives with the Miami relatives shifts the legal balance toward Juan Miguel 
Gonzalez, father of the shipwrecked 6-year-old, experts said.

Last week, a panel of judges on the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said 
there is a strong case to be made that the 6-year-old requires a full hearing on

"It seems to me that a strategy the father might employ is for him to simply 
withdraw the asylum request and moot this whole thing out," said Theodore Klein, 
a prominent Florida lawyer who was at the center of a case that the Miami 
relatives have used to support their own cause.

If the boy changes his mind, the case in federal appeals court is likely to 
evaporate, independent legal experts said, and Coffey agreed. It is "the way the 
Justice Department can overcome the ruling of the appeals court, which strongly 
suggested that [Elian] has legal rights to apply for asylum."

Lacking any custody claim, teetering on weakened legal precedents, the Miami 
lawyers spent yesterday urgently searching for court strategies to keep their 
hopes of political asylum from slipping away.

Kendall Coffey, a Miami lawyer representing the boy's great-uncle, charged 
that Cuban agents are now working with Elian's father "to get Elian to renounce 
his desire to remain in this country."

BODY:
Attorneys for the Miami relatives of Elian Gonzalez are worried that their 

case in federal appeals court will be torpedoed following Saturday's dramatic 
raid to seize the boy.

"Now you've got a father who is in custody of his own child," Klein 
continued. "His father can say 'Elian, my good boy, sign here.' And he signs. 
How could the court look behind that?"
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The judges relied heavily on two theories in issuing their order:

First, that Elian's best interests are not necessarily represented by his 
father. The judges seemed disappointed that the government never interviewed 
Elian to examine this issue. They cited the fact that great-uncle Lazaro 
Gonzalez was Elian's caretaker as a reason to pay heed to his views.

Both are heavily contested legal notions--generally, parents have the 
authority to determine a child's interests, and very young children are not 

usually allowed to file important legal documents.

his application for asylum--a complicated legal document signed painstakingly in 
a child's uncertain block letters. The court ordered that Elian remain in the 
United States until this question is decided.

Oral arguments are scheduled for May 11.

But it also was significant that Walter did not live with his parents during 

the dispute.

And second, the judges theorized that the boy is able to file an asylum 
application-- indeed that Congress, when it wrote the law, set no limits on the 

age of asylum seekers.

The Gonzalez case has always rested on largely uncharted ground. Two existing 
immigration cases have offered some support to the cause of keeping Elian in the 
United States, but the change in custody weakens both pylons.

"It doesn't need to be a generalized question now of whether children have 
rights to apply for asylum," said David Martin, a former general counsel of the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service. "It's a question of how, exactly, Elian 
exercises that right. He's 6. He needs a representative, and the one that 
applies here is his father, who's responsible for his care."

Coffey acknowledged that he and his colleagues must hatch new legal theories 
in an increasingly unorthodox case. He said they are focusing "primarily but not 
exclusively" on the 11th Circuit, while making plans to rush before other judges 

if the appeals court turns against them.

In any event, lawyers say, both ideas may be substantially undercut by the 
fact that Elian is once again in his father's custody, several lawyers say. As 
long as the boy was living with other relatives, it was easier to argue that his 

father did not speak for Elian or understand his best interests.

One case, Polovchak v. Meese, dealt with a boy who wished to remain in the 
United States even though his parents returned home to the Soviet Union. The boy 
in that case, Walter Polovchak, was 12 when his case began. At that age, courts 
begin giving some weight to the opinions of children--in some child custody 

disputes, for example.

The attorneys for the Miami relatives are preparing to seek a court order 
allowing great-uncle Lazaro, cousin Marisleysis and a sympathetic doctor to meet 
with Elian. "We need to minimize the possibility that he will be administered 
'therapies' by Cuban psychologists," Coffey said.
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Neither of the earlier cases was ever resolved. Walter Polovchak turned 
18--old enough to make his own decisions--before his case was decided. Cindy 
Johns, the little girl, was spirited back to Mexico by her biological mother.

There appears to be no precedent for a child anywhere near as young as Elian 
applying for or receiving asylum against the wishes of his custodial parent.

These groups--including the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights--are worried 
that U.S. District Judge K. Michael Moore's decision gives future U.S. 
bureaucrats too much power to refuse to consider asylum applications from 
children.

Without taking a position on Elian's case, the refugee groups insist that 
there are times when children need asylum against the wishes of their parents. 
"For instance, female genital mutilation ... is generally conducted at the 
behest of a young girl's parents," the groups argued in a "friend of the court” 
brief to the 11th Circuit panel.

If the appeals court abruptly shuts down the Elian drama, the Miami relatives 
and their supporters won't be the only ones disappointed. Several organizations 
devoted to the rights of refugees have asked the court to overturn a district 
judge's decision backing the government's handling of Elian's case.

The other case was the one involving Theodore Klein. In Johns v. Dept, of 
Justice, a Mexican woman was seeking to have her young daughter returned to her 
after an American couple illegally adopted the girl. Klein was appointed to 
represent the child after the court decided that all the adults in the case 
had interests that might compete with hers.

That case, too, is now strikingly different from Elian's situation, Klein 
said yesterday. In the Johns case, the biological mother had never known or 
cared for the girl. The child "had spent her whole life" with the American 
couple, Klein said, while Elian was separated from his father for only a matter 
of months.
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BODY:
In her strongest words on the issue so far, Hillary Rodham Clinton said today that 

Elian Gonzalez belonged with his father, and she roundly criticized Mayor Rudolph W. 
Giuliani and others, saying they were exploiting the boy's misfortunes.

"I believe personally that this little boy should be with his father," she said at a news 
conference called by state Democratic officials to endorse legislation that would ratchet 
up penalties for hate crimes.

"I think that is how I would see his particular interest at this time," Mrs. Clinton said of 
the 6-year-old boy, "but I also believe that this is not a decision that politicians should be 
making."

In recent weeks, politicians from Mr. Giuliani to Vice President Al Gore have called for 
Congressional legislation that would grant pennanent resident status to Elian and allow 
him to remain in the United States while a family court decides whether he should be 
returned to his father or be allowed to stay with relatives in Miami.

When asked whether her criticism also applied to Mr. Gore, Mrs. Clinton said: "You 
know, the vice president and I are going to disagree from time to time. But on all of the 
big issues facing our country, we are in absolute agreement."

Copyright 2000 The New York Times Company
The New York Times

"I regret that the mayor has tried to politicize this issue in this Senate campaign," Mrs. 
Clinton said. "I wish everybody would take a deep breath, and a step back, and let's try to 
get this child into a safe, permanent, loving, unexploited home and family as soon as 
possible."

Not surprisingly, Mrs. Clinton made a point of singling out Mr. Giuliani for her harshest 
remarks.
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GRAPHIC: Photo: Hillary Rodham Clinton yesterday in Albany, with State Senator 
Thomas K. Duane, left, and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver. (Will Waldron for The 
New York Times)

On Saturday, Mrs. Clinton also released a written statement opposing any Congressional 
legislation on behalf of the boy.

Mr. Giuliani's office did not respond to several messages seeking comment. His 
campaign manager. Bruce J. Teitelbaum, has accused Mrs. Clinton of avoiding taking a 
stand on Elian case.

Howard Wolfson. Mrs. Clinton's campaign spokesman, quoted her comments from a 
television interview in February in which she had expressed the same opinion about 
Elian.
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Clinton said the New York City mayor is utilizing a "broad national network of people 
who are opposed to what I would do in the Senate" to raise what her husband on Saturday 
predicted would be a "double-ton" of money.

"Mrs. Clinton is obviously disappointed in her campaign and its ability to attract more 
support, so now she's reverting to that old Clinton ruse of blaming the vast right-w ing 
conspiracy," Giuliani campaign manager Bruce Teitelbaum said.

Clinton also said during a campaign trip Monday that Elian Gonzalez should be back 
with his Cuban father and that any decision about a return to Cuba should be left up to the 
father, if the courts award him custody.

During her campaign trip Monday, the first lady also said life on the campaign trail is 
harder than expected, especially for women.

Giuliani's fund-raising letters are "more in line with the right w ing of America than the 
mainstream of New Yorkers," Clinton said. On Saturday, the president said Giuliani was 
benefiting from a "right-wing venom machine."

"He is playing on their fears and sending out these direct mail requests and people that 
are seeing them are responding to it," said Clinton, who is trailing $19 million to $12 
million in the fund-raising competition against Giuliani. "I don't think it's very 
complicated."

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton says Rudolph Giuliani is piling up a lead over her in fund 

raising in their Senate race because he is tapping into a network of right-wing non-New’ 
Yorkers.
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"1 believe personally, this little boy should be with his father," she said.
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Clinton campaign spokesman Howard Wolfson said the first lady felt the father should be 
granted custody of the child and that any return to Cuba should then be up to the father. 
She said politicians should stay out of the case.

Both Giuliani and Vice President Al Gore have called on Congress to approve legislation 
granting Elian, his father and other family members permanent residency in the United 
States so they can stay here while the court fight goes on and so the family can stay in 
this country- after it is over, if they wish to.

The first lady has said Giuliani has helped turn Elian Gonzalez into a "political football." 
She has refused to say the same of Gore, although she conceded Monday that the two 
disagree on the case.

Clinton reiterated Monday that Elian Gonzalez should be with his Cuban father, but she 
stopped short of saying she favored him being sent back to Cuba. She did complain that 
the boy was being used "for political purposes" and that a "media circus" had developed 
around him.

/
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And while attacking the National Rifle Association for being stuck on a "theological 
view" about gun control, Clinton also warned against "people on the other extreme who 
want to take everybody's guns away." 

That is a message seemingly designed to appeal to more conservative voters in upstate 
New York, a key battleground in the Senate race.

"I'm having a great time, but I'm also seeing how hard it is" to be a candidate, she told an 
audience of about 100 people at a community forum in the village of Coxsackie just 
south of Albany.

While Clinton was fielding questions on the campaign trail, Giuliani took time out from 
his mayoral duties to take in opening day at Shea Stadium where the Mets hosted the San 
Diego Padres.

"So if you look carefully at my skin ..." Clinton began before she was drowned out by 
laughter.

Clinton also joined Democrats from the state Legislature at an appearance at the state 
Capitol in calling on the state Senate's Republican majority to pass hate crimes 
legislation. For several years, Giuliani has unsuccessfully sought to convince the state 
Senate GOP to adopt that very legislation.

But Clinton said "there are extra burdens that women (candidates) face around the 
country." She did not elaborate.

The first lady said she did not believe in outlawing all guns, but did want to see them 
licensed, have required background checks for owners and action to make sure children 
could not get at guns.

"I've gone hunting," she said. "I don't have anything against guns if guns arc used by 
responsible people."

There were serious moments at the forum, such as when one former Democrat and 
handgun owner told her he had defected to the Republicans because of what he perceived 
as "no-gun policies" being promoted by Clinton's fellow Democrats.

"I’m almost embarrassed to think back - all the times that I would say to my husband, 
'Well, you could have said this differently, or you could have done that.' Now, I would 
like to take all those words back because it's very' tough for both men and women," the 
first lady said.

"The best advice I've ever seen for women in politics came from one of my favorite 
predecessors, Eleanor Roosevelt... She said, 'You must grow skin as tough as a 
rhinoceros.' 
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Hillary Rodham Clinton today opposed congressional action to make Elian Gonzalez a 
U.S. resident, putting her at odds with Vice President Gore.

Copyright 2000 The Washington Post 
The Washington Post

Gore, the presumptive Democratic presidential nominee, urged Congress this week to 
pass a law' that would grant permanent resident status to 6-year-old Elian, his father, 
stepmother, half-brother, grandmothers and grandfather.

Elian's father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez, will come to the United States as soon as he is 
assured that he will be given custody of his son, said his lawyer, Gregory B. Craig. Craig 
said he also will seek permission for the boy's classmates, teacher and doctors to travel to 
the United States.

"Hillary Clinton knows that we must take politics out of this decision," said Clinton 
Senate campaign spokesman Howard Wolfson, echoing President Clinton's position. 
"Elian's future should be determined as quickly as possible through the appropriate, 
ongoing legal process."

Hillary Clinton, a Democrat, is running for the Senate against New York Mayor 
Rudolph W. Giuliani, who maintains that the boy should be granted U.S. citizenship and 
that any custody issues should be handled in family court.

Elian was rescued in November after the boat he was on sank. His mother drowned in the 
attempt to flee Cuba. Elian has been living with Miami relatives who have refused to 
allow’ him to leave, although the Immigration and Naturalization Service has ruled that he 
belongs with his Cuban father.
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It said only that the matter should be handled by the "appropriate ongoing legal process."

In his statement, Wolfson tore into Giuliani.

"Its time for Rudy Giuliani to stop turning this boy into a political football."

Clinton took no questions from reporters during a campaign stop in Syracuse, where she 
picked up the endorsement of the Civil Service Employees Association.

"Special congressional intervention at this point would only further politicize and delay 
this situation," her campaign spokesman Howard Wolfson said in a statement.

The statement did not say whether Clinton believes the 6-year-old boy should stay in the 
United States or be sent back to his father in Cuba.

The Clinton campaign announcement comes the day after Giuliani urged Congress to 
pass a bill making Elian and his family U.S. residents - the same position taken by Vice 
President Al Gore.

"A diverse spectrum of Americans - from President Clinton to Congressman [Charles] 
Rangel to Al Gore - have rendered their opinions on this important case," Teitelbaum

Copyright 2000 N.Y.P. Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved. 
'Hie New York Post

Giuliani campaign manager Bruce Teitelbaum responded that Clinton still has not told 
New Yorkers whether she wants Elian to stay or go back to Cuba.

BODY:
SYRACUSE - Hillary Rodham Clinton yesterday came out against federal legislation 

that would make Elian Gonzalez a U.S. citizen and lashed out at Mayor Giuliani for 
turning the boy into "a political football."

"Unfortunately, Rudy Giuliani has been trying to exploit this situation since he attempted 
to invite Elian to Times Square to drop the ball on New YearAEs Eve." the statement 

said.



said.

"Only Mrs. Clinton hasnAEt," he added. "We still donAEt know where she stands."

During the last four months, the first lady has made differing statements about Elian.
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She initially pleased the boyAEs Miami relatives with remarks hinting that she thought 
Elian should remain in Miami.

But several weeks later, Clinton changed direction and said she thought it would be best 
if the boy were reunited with his father.
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Elian's mother died at sea while bringing her son from Cuba to Miami.

After a day of consideration, Mrs. Clinton sided with President Clinton on the legislation.

Even as she opposed the bill. Mrs. Clinton did not specifically say whether she agreed 

Copyright 2000 The New York Times Company 
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Mrs. Clinton disclosed her position a day after Mr. Giuliani said he strongly opposed 
returning the 6-year-old boy to Cuba.

Mr. Giuliani, who is running against Mrs. Clinton for senator from New York, said he 
supported Congressional legislation that would grant Elian permanent resident status, 
allowing him to remain in the United States while a family court, rather than immigration 
officials, determines whether he should be returned to his father or allowed to remain 
with relatives in Miami.

Mr. Giuliani made his remarks a day after Mr. Gore broke with the Clinton 
administration and backed the bill. The mayor was attempting to put Mrs. Clinton in a 
position of either siding with her husband or with Mr. Gore on the issue.

"Special Congressional intervention at this point would only further politicize and delay 
this situation," Mrs. Clinton's spokesman, Howard Wolfson, said in a statement issued 
yesterday afternoon.

"In the interest of Elian's well being, we should all be working together to resolve this 
case as quickly as possible."

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton said yesterday that she opposed legislation — backed by Vice 

President Al Gore and Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani - that would grant Elian Gonzalez 

permanent resident status, and prevent the United States from returning the boy to his 
father in Cuba.



that Elian should be returned home.
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Mr. Wolfson said that Mrs. Clinton wanted to see the case proceed through normal 
immigration channels, which would in all likelihood result in the boy's being returned to 
his father in Cuba.

Mr. Wolfson accused Mr. Giuliani of trying to exploit the situation for his political 
campaign.

Bruce J. Teitelbaum, Mr. Giuliani's campaign manager, responded: "Give me a break. It 
seems that everyone has taken a clear position on Elian, from President Clinton to Rudy 
Giuliani, to the entire New York City Congressional delegation. Only Mrs. Clinton is 
ducking the issue." 

"It is time for Rudy Giuliani to stop turning this young boy into a political football," he 
said.
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Great-uncle Lazaro Gonzalez said the boy's father should come to Miami and interact 
with Elian in a family setting under circumstances that are best for the child.

"Elian should ... be allowed to live in freedom in the United States," Giuliani told a 
fund-raiser in Arizona on Friday.

But she was careful not to take a swipe at Vice President Gore for taking a similar 
position. "Rudy Giuliani has been trying to exploit this situation," said spokesman 
Howard Wolfson. "Il is time for Rudy Giuliani to stop turning this young boy into a 
political football."

The 6-year-old boy's relatives will meet again tomorrow with Immigration and 
Naturalization Service officials, who say the relatives must agree by Tuesday to quickly 
hand over the boy if a federal appeals court rules against them. The relatives yesterday 
invited Elian's father. Juan Miguel Gonzalez, to visit his son at their home but said they 
are unwilling to hand the boy over.

Giuliani spokesman Bruce Teitelbaum said Clinton's effort to sidestep whether Elian 
should return to Cuba "goes to the very heart of who this person is as a candidate." She 
and her campaign are good "at parsing," he said.

Copyright 2000 Daily News, L.P.
Daily News (New York)

BODY:
The Elian Gonzalez case came home to New York yesterday as Hillary Rodham 
Clinton lashed out at Mayor Giuliani for supporting citizenship for the boy and making 
him a political football.

Clinton bristled last night when asked further about the case. "That's all I'm going to say 
about it," she said.

The First Lady's position against citizenship is in line with a majority of Americans, who 
polls say favor returning the boy to his father. But it puts her squarely at odds with Gore, 
who broke ranks with the administration Thursday to support granting residency to the 
boy.



April 2, 2000, Sunday METRO EDITION

SECTION: NEWS: Pg. 3

LENGTH: 517 words

BYLINE: By DAVE GOLDINER DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER With Joe Mahoney

The First Lady's position is in line with a broad majority of Americans who polls say 
favor returning the boy to his father.

Copyright 2000 Daily News, L.P.
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He called on Congress to grant U.S. citizenship to the boy - a move Elian's father bitterly 
opposes - and echoed demands for a Florida family court to take over his case.

But it puts her squarely at odds with Vice President Gore, who broke ranks with the 
administration Thursday and supports granting permanent residency to the boy.

The Big Apple mudslinging occured as the boy's Miami relatives prepare to meet again 
tomorrow with Immigration and Naturalization Service officials, who have threatened to 
revoke their custody of the shipwrecked boy.

A spokesman for Clinton's Senate campaign yesterday accused Giuliani of using the 6- 
year-old boy as a "political football" as the high-stakes battle for his future rages on.

Giuliani, who issued a short-lived invitation to the boy to help drop the ball in Times 
Square on New' Year's Eve, abruptly weighed in on Elian again Friday night.

The INS. which has backed down from several previous deadlines, now says the relatives 
must agree by Tuesday morning to quickly hand over the boy if a federal appeals court 
rules against them.

"Rudy Giuliani has been try ing to exploit this situation," said spokesman Howard 
Wolfson. "It is time for Rudy Giuliani to stop turning this young boy into a political 
football."

HEADLINE: HIL BLASTS RUDY OVER ELIAN STAND Says he's using boy as 
'political foo tball’

BODY:
Hillary’ Clinton lashed out at Mayor Giuliani yesterday for supporting citizenship for 

Elian Gonzalez, calling it another effort to politicize the tangled feud over the Cuban 
boy.
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"Elian should ... be allowed to live in freedom in the United States," Giuliani told a 
campaign fund-raiser in Arizona.

Clinton's campaign shot back yesterday, with Wolfson calling the citizenship proposal an 
effort to "further politicize and delay this situation."

A lawyer for the family also said yesterday it will not allow any members of a delegation 
that may accompany Juan Miguel Gonzalez to see the boy.

Attorney General Janet Reno yesterday reiterated her support for the father’s right to take 
custody of his son.

In Miami, the boy's relatives again hardened their position as his father, Juan Miguel 
Gonzalez, prepares for a possible trip to the U.S.

Meanwhile, President Clinton lent his backing to his wife yesterday, calling Giuliani part 
of a "right-wing venom machine" at a union fund-raiser in Washington.

"The only person who is ducking this is Hillary Clinton," Teitelbaum said. "New- 
Yorkers want straightforward answers to straightforward questions."

But Giuliani campaign spokesman Bruce Teitelbaum accused Clinton of refusing to take 
a stand on whether Elian should be forced back to Cuba.

"1 think it is so important for all Americans to make sure we don't politicize the issue." 
Reno said in a speech to a group of Virginia law students.

After saying for months that they would hand Elian over if Juan Miguel Gonzalez came 
to the U.S., the Miami family has suddenly raised new questions about his fitness to care 
for the boy. whose mother died when their raft capsized in November.
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Reno, who favors returning Elian to his family, spoke to students at the University of 
Virginia Law School on Saturday and reiterated her position that the boy's father should 
have the right to speak for him.

The Miami relatives say Elian's father can visit his son at their home, but they are 
unwilling to hand the boy over.

"We have called for people to get ready in the event Elian is deported," said Ramon Saul 
Sanchez. He warned that the group could quickly mobilize a massive civil disobedience 
campaign that would slow commerce at Miami's port, airport and highways.

"We are not willing to harm anyone, but we are willing to die to defend the Constitutional 
rights of Elian Gonzalez," he said.

Elian's Miami great uncle, Lazaro Gonzalez, has refused to sign a promise to INS 
officials that he will surrender Elian if he and his family lose their court battle.

Two days earlier. Vice President Al Gore broke with the Clinton administration and 
called for keeping the boy in America.

Meanwhile, on the Senate campaign trail Saturday in New York, first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton came out against the call for Congressional action to make Elian a U.S. 
resident.

The leader of the Miami-based anti-Castro group Democracy Movement said it is poised 
to react if the government attempts to take Elian.

Elian's father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez, has requested a visa to come to the United States. 
He wants custody of the boy while the Miami relatives appeal a federal court ruling that 
backs an Immigration and Naturalization Service decision to return Elian.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: SANCHA SANCHEZ of Miami uses a bullhorn to express her 
support for Elian Gonzalez outside his relatives' home on Saturday. CREDIT: TONY 
GUTIERREZ/ASSOCIATED PRESS



The Associated Press State & Local Wire

View Related Topics

April 2, 2000, Sunday, BC cycle

SECTION: International News

LENGTH: 632 words

HEADLINE: Lawyers, government quiet during break in custody battle

BYLINE: By ALEX VEIGA, Associated Press Writer

DATELINE: MIAMI. Florida

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials 
may not be republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press.

The INS has threatened to revoke the boy's residency status, but twice last week pushed 
back a deadline for the relatives to agree, now set for Tuesday.

BODY:
Even as U.S. Attorney General Janet Reno appealed to Americans not to further 

politicize the Elian Gonzalez case, protesters and politicians scrambled for the bullhorn.

The few hours of quiet outside the boy's Miami relatives' house Saturday morning while 
Elian played with a pet rabbit didn't last. By afternoon, about 100 Cuban-Americans 
protesting the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service order to return the boy to his 
father in Cuba were gathering again.

"I will stay here in case immigration comes to take him away," said Sacha Sanchez, who 
blasted a scratchy recording of the Cuban national anthem over a bullhorn between 
lengthy speeches.

"If he is sent back to Cuba he will have no future," said German Miret, a Miami 
businessman and member of the group. "He will become a son of the revolution. He will 
no longer be a son of his father."

The nonprofit group Cuban Information Committee ran a full-page ad Saturday in The 
Miami Herald touting reasons why Elian should stay in America, including claims that 
the boy, if returned, would become a "pawn in Castro's hands, a trophy he will display in 
his latest victory over imperialism."

Lawyers fighting over the little boy's future spent the day preparing to take up the battle 
once again.



GRAPHIC: AP Photos FLBW104, FLBW106

Elian was found on an innertube off Florida's coast on Nov. 25. His mother and 10 others 
died after their boat sank two days earlier during an attempt to reach the United States.

"We are not willing to harm anyone, but we arc willing to die to defend the Constitutional 
rights of Elian Gonzalez," he said.

The Miami relatives say Elian's father can visit his son at their home, but they are 
unwilling to hand the boy over.

"We have called for people to get ready in the event Elian is deported," said Ramon Saul 
Sanchez. He warned that the group could quickly mobilize a massive civil disobedience 
campaign that would slow commerce at Miami's port, airport and highways.

Two days earlier. Vice President Al Gore broke with the Clinton administration and 
called for keeping the boy in America.

Meanwhile, on the Senate campaign trail Saturday in New York, first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton came out against the call for Congressional action to make Elian a U.S. 
resident.

Elian's Miami great uncle, Lazaro Gonzalez, has refused to sign a promise to INS 
officials that he will surrender Elian if he and his family lose their court battle.

Reno, who favors returning Elian to his family, spoke to students at the University of 
Virginia Law School on Saturday and reiterated her position that the boy's father should 
have the right to speak for him.

"Hillary Clinton knows that we must take politics out of this decision," said campaign 
spokesman Howard Wolfson. "Elian's future should be determined as quickly as possible 
through the appropriate, ongoing legal process."

Elian's father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez, has requested a visa to come to the United States. 
He wants custody of the boy while the Miami relatives appeal a federal court ruling that 
backs an Immigration and Naturalization Service decision to return Elian.

In a statement Saturday, Lazaro Gonzalez said the boy's father should come to Miami and 
interact with Elian in a family setting under circumstances that are best for the child.

The leader of the Miami-based anti-Castro group Democracy Movement said it is poised 
to react if the government attempts to take Elian.

"We appeal to Juan Miguel to come to our home with his wife and son and sit with us 
around the family table," the statement said. "We want no government officials, no 
lawyers and no press, only family.
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The position not only put her at odds with her Republican rival for the Senate. Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani, but with Democratic presidential candidate Al Gore.

"I put out a statement on that... That's all I'm going to say about it," she said. She 
suggested that reporters trying to question her "go out and enjoy the air."

At an appearance in Syracuse, the first lady dodged questions about her position and 
whether she felt Gore, as well as Giuliani, was politicizing the situation.

On Thursday, Gore urged Congress to pass a law that would grant permanent resident 
status to the 6-year-old. his father, stepmother, half-brother, grandmothers and 
grandfather.

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton on Saturday opposed congressional action that would allow 

Elian Gonzalez and his father to gain permanent residency in the United States so they 
could remain together while the Cuban boy's custody case is resolved in the courts.

"Mrs. Clinton is ducking this issue," said Giuliani spokesman Bruce Teitelbaum, 
Giuliani's campaign manager. While questioning Clinton's "conviction and principle," 
Teitelbaum said the New York City mayor maintains that the boy should be granted U.S. 
citizenship by Congress and that any custody issues should be handled in Family Court in 
Florida.

"Hillary' Clinton knows that we must take politics out of this decision," said Clinton 
campaign spokesman Howard Wolfson in a statement. "Elian's future should be 
determined as quickly as possible through the appropriate, ongoing legal process ... It is 
time for Rudy Giuliani to stop turning this young boy into a political football." 



The union backing means money and volunteers for the Senate candidate.

"I know that there's a big, big difference between Al Gore and George Bush and there is a 
really big difference between Rudy Giuliani and me," she said to cheers.

The boy was stranded on an inner tube over Thanksgiving weekend after his mother and 
10 others drowned while trying to flee Cuba for the United States.

During her speech to the CSEA members, Clinton repeatedly evoked her husband's name 
and praised his economic policies. President Clinton remains highly popular in the state, 
especially with union leaders.

She said, "time and time again he's had the opportunity to be positive about 
education...but he spent time criticizing teachers and promoting vouchers. I don't think 
that's the kind of leadership that New York's public education system needs."

Clinton was in upstate New York on Saturday to pick up the endorsements of two 
politically powerful labor unions in her Senate race. Earlier in the day, she and President 
Clinton attended a fund-raiser for her in Washington hosted by the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers union.

And, in a direct appeal Republicans and independents in the union, Clinton said she 
wanted "to make the case that we need to go beyond labels. We need to go beyond the 
brain-dead political debate in Washington."

Later, in Saratoga Springs, Clinton picked up the endorsement of the 40,000-member 
National Education Association of New York, the state's second-largest teacher's union.

Speaking before a crowd of about 500 people attending the union's annual delegate 
assembly, Clinton contrasted herself against opponent Rudy Giuliani. Clinton said 
vouchers "represent the beginning of the abdication of our responsibility for public 
education."

In Syracuse, the first lady was greeted by about 500 leaders of the Civil Service 
Employees Association, whose 265.000 members make it the state's second largest public 
employee union.

Clinton told the union activists that when their friends ask them why they should back 
someone who has never before lived in New York, "I hope you'll tell them that just like 
an adopted child or a convert. I'm a zealot about what we can do to make New York the 
very best." 

"I will be on your side as a strong and steady champion of labor and of workers' rights 
against the Republican Congress' efforts to turn the clock back," Clinton promised.
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"That nomination makes our point about Mrs. Clinton being a candidate of the far left," 
Giuliani said a day later.

On March 26, Clinton was in Albany to pick up the endorsement of the Working Families 
Party, a labor-union backed party' founded in 1998 to help push the Democratic Party to 
the left.

While the first lady has been lining up union support, the New York City mayor has been 
beating her in fund raising.

Clinton has been courting labor unions heavily as she attempts to put together the 
traditional coalition of labor, minorities and the poor that has helped other Democrats win 
in New York.

On Thursday, the first lady will deliver the keynote address to the annual convention of 
the New York State United Teachers union being held in New York City. The 430,000- 
member NYSUT is the state's largest public employee union and its largest teachers' 
union. It is expected to endorse Clinton later this year.

On Thursday, the Giuliani campaign announced it had raised $7 million during the first 
three months of this year. Clinton aides said she had raised $4 million. Since the fund 
raising began last year. Giuliani has raised $19 million and Clinton has collected $12 
million in what is expected to become the most expensive Senate race in the nation's 
history.
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Giuliani, meanwhile, welcomed U.S. Rep. Rick Lazio to run as the Republican from 
Long Island offered to be an alternative to the mayor and Clinton.

Stopping for the first time in two Hudson Valley counties, U.S. Senate contender Hillary 
Rodham Clinton said Monday she was unaware of the heated debate over a proposed 
power generator in Athens - one of the most controversial issues facing the region.

Speaking to a group of business leaders and community members in Coxsackie, Clinton 
said she was not ready to take sides in the ongoing debate over the proposed $ 500 
million power plant by PG&E Generating Co, which reflects many upstate debates 
between boosting the economy and protecting the environment.

Susan Falzon, president of the community group Stand To Oppose Power Plant, said she 
was disappointed Clinton was unaware of the issue but gave her some leeway, saying: 
"It's clear from this gathering there are a lot of people that are concerned about this issue, 
so I think it's one of the things she'll be looking at immediately."

"I did not know about the proposed generator until I arrived here today," Clinton told a 
crowd of about 100. "I would assume there are people who think that the generator would 
be a good idea, and people who are very concerned about it and dead-set against it. So 
give me a chance to study up on it."

The Democratic First Lady also spoke out on the custody battle over 6-year-old Cuban 
refugee Elian Gonzalez, called for passage of hate-crime legislation and took aim at her 
GOP opponent. New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, over what she called his "right­
wing" fund-raising machine.

HIGHLIGHT:
Albany She has nothing to say about the power plant proposed for Athens



Giuliani supports citizenship for Elian.
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Later, she joined a Capitol news conference urging a Senate vote on hate-crimes 
legislation. Clinton also said she believes Elian Gonzalez should be reunited with his 
father, but refused to clarify whether she meant in Cuba or in the United States.

The First Lady stood by the President's recent remark that Giuliani is using a "right-wing 
venom machine" to raise funds in the Senate campaign.

Stopping in Greene and Columbia counties, Clinton has now visited 52 of the state's 62 
counties during her campaign.

Such a stand puts her at odds with Vice President Al Gore, who supports giving 
permanent residency status to Elian and his father. "The vice president and I are going to 
disagree from time to time," she noted, "but on all of the big issues facing our country, we 
are in total agreement."

Giuliani said: "If Congressman Lazio wants to run for Senate, he should. I'm not stopping 
him from running."

Lazio, who suspended his Senate candidacy last summer at the behest of Gov. George 
Pataki, said he is waiting for a sign from state Republican leaders to re-enter the race.

"1 think New Yorkers are looking for somebody with a positive message, somebody who 
can talk about... quality-of-life issues without being derogatory, without putting anybody 
down," Lazio said, taking a shot at the mayor.

Such a sign, however, is unlikely, as Pataki and state Republican Party Chairman Bill 
Powers continue to back Giuliani.

GRAPHIC: SKIP DICKSTEIN, TIMES UNION FIRST LADY Hillary Rodham 
Clinton speaks at Coxsackie Town Hall Monday during her first visit to Greene County.

Giuliani campaign spokesman Bruce Teitelbaum responded: "Mrs. Clinton is obviously 
disappointed in her campaign and its ability to attract more support, so now she's 
reverting to that old Clinton ruse of blaming the vast right-wing conspiracy."

Clinton has raised $ 12 million; Giuliani, $ 19 million.
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"He's playing on their fears."

HI!

Campaigning at the state Capital, the first lady called on the GOP-controlled state Senate

President Clinton — who had been keeping a low profile in his wife's race — raised 
eyebrows Saturday when he said a "right-wing venom network" has helped Giuliani raise 
$19 million for his Senate campaign.

The Democratic candidate's comments about a "broad national network" are reminiscent 
of her 1997 claim that a "vast right-wing conspiracy" was trying to undermine her and the 
president. Mrs. Clinton has since avoided repeating that oft-ridiculed phrase.

Copyright 2000 N.Y.P. Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The New York Post

Giuliani campaign manager Bruce Teitelbaum fired back: "How many more times is Mrs. 
Clinton going to blame her faltering campaign on the vast right-wing conspiracy?"

"The mayor has tapped into this broad national network of people who are opposed to 
what I would do in the Senate," Mrs. Clinton said.

Mrs. Clinton also took shots at Giuliani for not pushing fellow Republicans in the state 
Legislature to pass hate-crimes legislation, and for injecting politics into the case of Elian 
Gonzalez.

In her broadside, Mrs. Clinton also noted that the Giuliani campaign has hired Richard 
Vigurie, whom she blasted as a "right-wing direct mail guru" who has been employed by 
Sen. Jesse Helms, Oliver North and Jerry Falwell.

"I'd like to know more about how he's raising all this money," Mrs. Clinton said. "The 
mayor needs to be asked some tough questions."

BODY:
ALBANY — Hillary Rodham Clinton yesterday joined in President Clinton's weekend 

attack on Mayor Giuliani, charging her Senate opponent with scaring voters and scooping 
up cash from the right wing.



"He's never come to Albany [to lobby against] hate crimes," Mrs. Clinton said.

Giuliani has repeatedly said he favors passage of the hate-crimes bill.

Giuliani favors making Elian and his family U.S. citizens.
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Two of the mayor's Albany representatives were ejected from her press conference - and 
angrily complained that they had been mistreated in the process.

fhe first lady said she believes Elian should be reunited with his father, but she would 
not say whether they should live in the United States or Cuba.

to OK a bill toughening penalties for hate crimes -- and said the mayor should press his 
political ally state Sen. Majority Leader Joseph Bruno (R-Rensselaer) to allow a vote on 
the measure.
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"I believe personally that this little boy should be with his father," she said at a news 
conference called by state Democratic officials to endorse legislation that would ratchet 
up penalties for hate crimes.

Copyright 2000 The New’ York Times Company 
The New York Times

When asked whether her criticism also applied to Mr. Gore, Mrs. Clinton said: "You 
know, the vice president and I are going to disagree from time to time. But on all of the 
big issues facing our country, we are in absolute agreement."

BODY:
In her strongest words on the issue so far, Hillary Rodham Clinton said today that 

Elian Gonzalez belonged with his father, and she roundly criticized Mayor Rudolph W. 
Giuliani and others, saying they w’ere exploiting the boy’s misfortunes.

In recent weeks, politicians from Mr. Giuliani to Vice President Al Gore have called for 
Congressional legislation that would grant permanent resident status to Elian and allow- 
him to remain in the United States while a family court decides whether he should be 
returned to his father or be allowed to stay with relatives in Miami.

"I think that is how' I would see his particular interest at this time," Mrs. Clinton said of 
the 6-year-old boy, "but I also believe that this is not a decision that politicians should be 
making."

"I regret that the mayor has tried to politicize this issue in this Senate campaign," Mrs. 
Clinton said. "I wish everybody would take a deep breath, and a step back, and let’s try to 
get this child into a safe, permanent, loving, unexploited home and family as soon as 
possible."

Not surprisingly, Mrs. Clinton made a point of singling out Mr. Giuliani for her harshest 
remarks.
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On Saturday, Mrs. Clinton also released a written statement opposing any Congressional 
legislation on behalf of the boy.

GRAPHIC: Photo: Hillary Rodham Clinton yesterday in Albany, with State Senator 
Thomas K. Duane, left, and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver. (Will Waldron for The 
New York Times)

Mr. Giuliani's office did not respond to several messages seeking comment. His 
campaign manager. Bruce J. Teitelbaum, has accused Mrs. Clinton of avoiding taking a 
stand on Elian case.

Howard Wolfson, Mrs. Clinton's campaign spokesman, quoted her comments from a 
television interview in February' in which she had expressed the same opinion about 
Elian.



- I

The Associated Press State & Local Wire

View Related Topics

April 4. 2000, Tuesday, PM cycle

SECTION: Political News

LENGTH: 810 words

HEADLINE: Hillary Clinton: Giuliani tapping into right-leaning network

BYLINE: By MARC HUMBERT. AP Political Writer

DATELINE: ALBANY, N.Y.

The materials in the AP file were compiled by The Associated Press. These materials 
may not be republished without the express written consent of The Associated Press.

Clinton also said during a campaign trip Monday that Elian Gonzalez should be back 
with his Cuban father and that any decision about a return to Cuba should be left up to the 
father, if the courts award him custody.

During her campaign trip Monday, the first lady also said life on the campaign trail is 
harder than expected, especially for women.

Giuliani's fund-raising letters are "more in line with the right wing of America than the 
mainstream of New' Yorkers," Clinton said. On Saturday, the president said Giuliani was 
benefiting from a "right-wing venom machine." 

"He is playing on their fears and sending out these direct mail requests and people that 
are seeing them are responding to it." said Clinton, who is trailing $19 million to $12 
million in the fund-raising competition against Giuliani. "I don't think it's very 
complicated."

Clinton said the New York City mayor is utilizing a "broad national network of people 
who are opposed to what I would do in the Senate" to raise what her husband on Saturday 
predicted would be a "double-ton" of money.

"Mrs. Clinton is obviously disappointed in her campaign and its ability to attract more 
support, so now she's reverting to that old Clinton ruse of blaming the vast right-w ing 
conspiracy." Giuliani campaign manager Bruce Teitelbaum said.

BODY:
Hillary Rodham Clinton says Rudolph Giuliani is piling up a lead over her in fund 

raising in their Senate race because he is tapping into a network of right-wing non-New' 
Yorkers.
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But Clinton said "there are extra burdens that women (candidates) Face around the 
country." She did not elaborate.

That is a message seemingly designed to appeal to more conservative voters in upstate 
New York, a key battleground in the Senate race.

The first lady said she did not believe in outlawing all guns, but did want to see them 
licensed, have required background checks for owners and action to make sure children 
could not get at guns.

"So if you look carefully at my skin ..." Clinton began before she was drowned out by 
laughter.

And while attacking the National Rifle Association for being stuck on a "theological 
view" about gun control, Clinton also warned against "people on the other extreme who 
want to take everybody's guns away." 

Clinton also joined Democrats from the state Legislature at an appearance at the state 
Capitol in calling on the state Senate's Republican majority to pass hate crimes 
legislation. For several years, Giuliani has unsuccessfully sought to convince the state 
Senate GOP to adopt that very legislation.

While Clinton was fielding questions on the campaign trail, Giuliani took time out from 
his mayoral duties to take in opening day at Shea Stadium where the Mets hosted the San 
Diego Padres.

"The best advice I've ever seen for women in politics came from one of my favorite 
predecessors, Eleanor Roosevelt... She said, 'You must grow skin as tough as a 
rhinoceros.' 

"I've gone hunting." she said. "I don't have anything against guns if guns are used by 
responsible people."

"I'm having a great time, but I'm also seeing how hard it is" to be a candidate, she told an 
audience of about 100 people at a community forum in the village of Coxsackie just 
south of Albany.

There were serious moments at the forum, such as when one former Democrat and 
handgun owner told her he had defected to the Republicans because of what he perceived 
as "no-gun policies" being promoted by Clinton's fellow Democrats.

"I'm almost embarrassed to think back - all the times that I would say to my husband, 
'Well, you could have said this differently, or you could have done that.' Now, I would 
like to take all those words back because it's very tough for both men and women," the 
first lady said.
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"I believe personally, this little boy should be with his father," she said.
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The first lady has said Giuliani has helped turn Elian Gonzalez into a "political football." 
She has refused to say the same of Gore, although she conceded Monday that the two 
disagree on the case.

Clinton campaign spokesman Howard Wolfson said the first lady felt the father should be 
granted custody of the child and that any return to Cuba should then be up to the father. 
She said politicians should stay out of the case.

Clinton reiterated Monday that Elian Gonzalez should be with his Cuban father, but she 
stopped short of saying she favored him being sent back to Cuba. She did complain that 
the boy was being used "for political purposes" and that a "media circus" had developed 
around him.

Both Giuliani and Vice President Al Gore have called on Congress to approve legislation 
granting Elian, his father and other family members permanent residency in the United 
States so they can stay here while the court fight goes on and so the family can stay in 
this country after it is over, if they wish to.
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Hillary Rodham Clinton today opposed congressional action to make Elian Gonzalez a 
U.S. resident, putting her at odds with Vice President Gore.

Hillary Clinton, a Democrat, is running for the Senate against New York Mayor 
Rudolph W. Giuliani, who maintains that the boy should be granted U.S. citizenship and 
that any custody issues should be handled in family court.

Copyright 2000 The Washington Post 
The Washington Post

Gore, the presumptive Democratic presidential nominee, urged Congress this week to 
pass a law that would grant permanent resident status to 6-year-old Elian, his father, 
stepmother, half-brother, grandmothers and grandfather.

"Hillary- Clinton knows that we must take politics out of this decision." said Clinton 
Senate campaign spokesman Howard Wolfson, echoing President Clinton's position. 
"Elian's future should be determined as quickly as possible through the appropriate, 
ongoing legal process."

Elian w-as rescued in November after the boat he was on sank. I lis mother drowned in the 
attempt to flee Cuba. Elian has been living with Miami relatives who have refused to 
allow him to leave, although the Immigration and Naturalization Service has ruled that he 
belongs with his Cuban father.

Elian's father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez, will come to the United States as soon as he is 
assured that he will be given custody of his son, said his lawyer. Gregory B. Craig. Craig 
said he also will seek permission for the boy's classmates, teacher and doctors to travel to 
the United States.
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"i know how hard these decisions are. i know that you have to look at all 
the factors...but that's what courts are for..."

"i haven’t seen the ads but i have said many times and i would repeat that i 
am going to try not to polticize this any more than it already is." 

"this case is in the courts, i expect that will be their primary 
interest..." 

"i think that everybody ought to be focused on what is in the best interest 
of the little boy ..." 

Karen Dunn <kdunn@hillary2000ny.org>
01/25/2000 04:33:27 PM

cc:
Subject: RE: Press Schedule of the First Lady for Wednesday, January 26, 2 000

of\ Alt .

"there are competeing factors that have to be looked at and that's what 
happens when you try to determine what's in the best interest of the 
child...

>^0
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Karen_QfBurchard@who.eop.gov; Lindsey_E._Huff@nsc.eop.gov; 
Denyp/_R._Peacock@who.eop.gov; Mark_C._Sheppaitt@who.eop.gov; 
Anr^C._Hertelendy@who.eop.gov; Joseph_P._Lockhart@who.eop.gov; 
Laura_S._Marcus@who.eop.gov; Sylvia_M._Mathews@omb.eop.gov;
Andrew_J._Mayock@who.eop.gov; Megan_C._Moloney@who.eop.gov;
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TEL NO.•9

Tew lie “the United States. I bearded that
/

I1

U.S.
the same Castro who doesn’t oare

their mothers’ protective embrace.
born in slavery, that was

the difference

k 1J

v'

his return,
Cuba, i

holding on to the precious bundle I tied
SSit^ri'p’rayed to God to spare him. God heard me. wdi

■ — However, through a
i

“ * Castro is demanding

Because our escape to freedom -

This is the same

to an

Elisabet Brotdnunsaoeu di-u^h t

my most precious possession - my 0-year old EU& 1

but life had become Intolerable in Cas ro s island- ,

^"endWrlng the Me o^Uttle^-

«»»«= 

hope for Elito. I desperately wanted ^y o Communist Pioneer
““"»““

Parents In Cuba have no real rights over their o^n, 
is no longer available in their ration,can1 0Upervision. Did you know that
fields, away from their !»«’**•. pe^vior as well as that of their parenU? 

ecords register the children s P°“' “ tooks the 8xtent that they
....------ - nermeates 818““^ .guarrmero” (guerrilla fighter),

aibluey oaU a -free education*^ -..... ...

, iost my Ufa. as did nearly --yo^on. «£ fateful nX‘ the

iurii, the same Castro who d0®^ yourBelf why Because our escape to freedom - 
suddenly cares about Elite. Ask your bXme an embarrassment to him

is Xt°^e-T3 “C6 mTe

baTo? SaX^is thugs^tm^d'waur hoses L powerful that children were swept from

AU of us dream of changing the world. Per s*
a remote ^t politics. This is about life and liberty.

Please, Mrs. Clinton, a desperate Uttle boy to Mel Castro.

?■ wgaSsS i sss .wssx“

41

■ • -j' Did you know that at age 7 milk
« in their ration card? At age 11 they are forced to work in the

JUl zi-az NQ.uur r.ui

A’I
A--/

school ri------- 
Communist propaganda permeates 
are taught that the letter F le for fusil

Dear Mrs. Clinton;

As a mother, I know you understand that motherhood
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Subject RE Press Schedule of the First Lady for Wednesday. January 26. 2 000

VERY incomplete note many ellipses

aff@who eop gov]

To:

9'

Ann_F._l

31<3
Karen Dunn ckdunn^hillaryZOOOny, 
01/25/2000 04.33 27 PM Z

"i think that everybody ought to be focused on what is in the best interest 
of the little boy...."

"i know how hard these decisions are. i know that you have to look at all 
the factors...but that's what courts are for ."

“i haven't seen the ads but i have said many times and i would repeat that i 
am going to try not to polticize this any more than it already is."

"this case is in the courts i expect that will be their primary 
interest..."

VeSjohW-Ao a.

g>

"there are competeing factors that have to be looked at and that's what 
happens when you try to determine what's in the best interest of the 
child...

l~iSS0l HM-

Karin_Kul)m; _
._Le^is@who eop.gov. Kira_M._Mailey@v^

Karen QCBurchard@who.eop.gov. Lindsey_E JHi
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Terry_Edmonds@^*tio eop.gov: ApKe_M _Edwards@who.eop gov; 
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Lisa_Ferdinando@who^ob)^v; Sarah_E _Gegenheimer@who eop gov; 
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CONTACT LISSA MUSCATINE
TOBY GRAFF 
202/456-2960

WASHINGTON, IX? -- On Wednesday, January 26,2000, First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will 
n avel to Bal Harbour, Flonda The First Lady will attend the American Committee for the 
Weizmann Institute of Science “Women of Vision 2000” luncheon, where she will be honored for 
her long-standing commitment to promoting women's healtli issues

PRESS SCHEDULE OF FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON FOR 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2000

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 25, 2000

Press Notes:
This event is open press No pre-credentiahng is required Pi ess must arrive between 12 15p.m 
and 12.30 p m Press must show standai d press identification at a check-in outside of the 
ballroom to gain access Lighting and mult provided Throw is appioximately 75’. The on-site 
contact is Ryan Golden

EVEN!':
DATE
TIME
LOCATION

Women of Vision 2000 Luncheon
Wednesday, January 26, 2000 
2.00 pm
Sheraton Bal Harbour Hotel
Ballroom
9701 Collins Ave
Bal Harbour, Florida



k a

On November 21, 1990, in eearoh of freedom, my 
. . __________ T 11 rttba-pa tn a. small boat ‘:

for a new life in the United States. I boarded that i 
vessel full of hopes and dreams, carrying with me 1 
my most precious possession - my B-year old EU4n. 1

J

••

•» ■
1 ■I

I

U.S. govei

beueve that Fidel Castro ie concerned about children?

For someone liko me, bom in slavery, that was

. w

fl

their mothers’ protective embrace.

AU of us dream of changing the -world.

@003

Jul 8.99 21 :42 No.00? P.01

Yee, I knew the trip would be perilous - and I 
knew I was endangering the life of my little boy - 
but life had become intolerable in Castro’s Island-
prison. I did no different than any other mother

to save her eon. I could no longer accept a world without

U1/Z5/UU nt 16:08 FAI 202 456 7805

TEL No.

Dear Mrs. Clinton:

As a mother, I know you understand that motherhood 
1b about love, but it is also about making saorlfioes.: 
On November 21, 1999, in search of freedom, my 
new husband and I Joined 11 others in a small boat 
in a desperate attempt to escape Castro's tyranny j 

Uffl in tho United States. I boarded that

well as that of their parents?

Please Mrs Clinton, a desperate mother needs your help. I beg you 
and take mv son into your vUlage. Don’t let them eend my little boy to Fidel.Cae .
UlX-te "o <" »• mKWle of the ocean, holding on to the prooW. bundle I tied 
to antonev tube, I preyed to God to epare bun. God heard me, will you?

Ellsabet Brotdn

willing to renounce Cod, and to place the party above family and friends.

This is what in Cuba they call a “free education . :'J -

>rmnent has decided to return him to the regime we fled• C“tr° 
his return the same Castro who doesn’t care about the human rights of ohUcL c>n: to 
S^bL SeX cares about EllAn. Aek yourself why. Beoause our escape tcfreedom

wrV’nJ1

miracle of God, EllAn was spared, and today he is free

tno SMB. Castro who doean’t care about th. human of dh“dponm 
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