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Question: (garbled) 

r,u 11V. IJUJuL U ..i.JJ~ UHI 

first Lady Ilillaa Rodham Clinton 
Press Ce>aference Transcript 

t,stra, Jordan 
N"ovemher12,1999 

First Lady: Yesterday, the American delegation that was present with me heard the 
comments about longtime ecologica1 damage and the carcinogenic effects and as I 
pointed out in my statement last night I do not believe that any kind of public 
inflammatory comments or rhetoric is helpful to the peace process and is, in fact, 
contrary to the agreement that Prime Minister Barak and Chairman Arafat made at 
Oslo to avoid such a public comment and instead look forward the negotiating table. 
Now I later learned that there were other translations or interpretations of the 
comments that were not apparent or known to us earlier, and of course if they were 
even more infla.qunatory and baseless that wou1d cause greater concern on behalf of 
everyone who is supporting the peace process. I would reiterate, in the strongest 
possible terms, t}lat the agreement tltat was reached at Oslo between the Prime 
Minister and the Chairman should apply to all ofus and that everyone who supports 
this effort or is involved in the outstanding issues among the parties should refrain 
from inflammatory rhetoric and baseless accusations and from any public comment 
that could in anyway affect adversely what the parties are attempting to do. 

Question: (Garbled) How do you see th~ situation of women in Jordan? (garbled) 
And, part two, how can we trans-form the region to one of milk and honey instead of 
blood and destruction? 

First Lady: Well those are two very important questions. I believe that Jordan has 
made extraordinary progress in the last years under the leadership of the late King 
Hussein and that progress will continue under the current leadership. Certainly one of 
the arcu that needs attention is tlie role that women play in Jordan and throughout the 
region. Becaus~ we now know that where women aro granted the full opportunity to 
pursue education and to be able to participate fully in their society, that the society as 
a whole prospers and is more successful in the long run. So Oil behalf of the 
countle~ talented, extraordinary women of Jordan• one of whom is standing right 
here, Her Royal Highness, Princess Aisha. I know that the government and the people 
of Jordan are looking for greater opportunities to include women in the full range of 
social and economic and political participation and I certainly applaud that because it 
is certainly is in the interest oi Jordan to do that. 

Question: (garbled) 

First Lady: I would go anywhere J can to help the peace process. I think that we have 
a special opportunity and obligation in the United States, as my husband has 
demonstrated by word and deed on numerous occasions, to support those who are 
willing to pursi,e peace and who are willing to turn away from terror and war. I went 
to Ramallah ye~terday because lam a strong supporter of the peace process and I 
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believe it is in everyone' s interest to resolve the dispute at the negotiating table and 
not behind barricades. 

Now, having said that, as I said earlier, th.at I do not believe that any kind of 
inflammatory rhetoric or baseless charges are good for the peace process. I think that 
everyone should abide by the agreement reached between Prime Minister Barak and 
Chairman Arafat at Oslo, aoci that we ought to leave the talking 10 the negotiators and 
those of us who are supporting the process should be especially sensitive to what we 
say and how we conduct ourselves. As I said in the Rabin lecture last night, this is an 
opponunity that comes once every generation. Everything we hoped for in Israel, in 
Jordan, the West Bank and Gaza, across this region really depends now on whether 
those who truly wish to see a lasting peace in the Middle East are able to do the hard 
work of bringing that peace about. So I do not think that it benefits that ultimate 
outcome for anyone from any part of the Middle East or anywhere else in the world to 
engage in rhetoric or to make charges or statements that could adversely affect the 
process. You know, to the gentleman who asked the question before, the real issue is 
how do we, in the words of Vitzhak Rabin that I quoted last night in the lecture I 
made, how do we try to achieve th_Jt promised land of peace and security, milk and 
honey instead of blood and 1ears1',Jt is not going to come easily, there will be many 
bumps in the road and obstacles, there certainly continue to be many enemies of peace 
who will do everything in their power to derail this process, and there will be 
unfortunate incidents when people say or do things that are not considered useful.). 
But that should not in any VYa.y undermine our commitment to s1and in support of 
those who are willing to take risks tor peace. The negotiations that are currently 
being conducted are ones that the United States strongly supports, and that everyone 
of us who believes in the pc-omise of peace and security for Israel, for Jordan, for the 
Palestinians, for everyone in the region, ought to be focused on that overall goal and 
should not let anything deter us from trying to do everything we can to support peace 
and negotiations. 

Question: (garbled) hosts g raciously invited you ... to meeting in East Jerusalem? 

First Lady: I don't think it. 's useful to comment on any of the issues that are part of 
the final status negotiations. I certainly will not 

Question: How do you respond to criticism that you responded too slowly to the 
comments of Mrs. Arafat and that the Mayor would have quickly denounce those 
comments. Do you feel you responded at the appropriate time? 

First Lady: I believe that everyone in the American delegation that heard what was 
said, believed it was part of a very common pattern of complaints that have been 
heard for decades and were not worthy of any particular comment at that time. Now 
obviously if what had lateJ' been reported had been the translation that any of us heard, 
there might very well have been a reason to respond at that moment. But that is not 
the situation that occurred yesterday. So whatever the facts are about the translation 
or the mistranslation or wllat the words did or didn't mean, I think the overall point is 
to refrain from such rhetonc or such complaints while this process of negotiations is 
going on. And I don't think it's useful for anyone to engage in that kind of rhetoric or 
lntlamroatory statements at this point in time. 

1. J 
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Question: Were you disappointed that the Palestinians used your visit to further . . 

First Lady: Wel~ I weo.t to Rarnallah because I do believe in the peace process and I 
believe that the United States has a very important role in bringing the parties together 
as often as possible anci in demonstrating that we stand behind this process. And I 
also believe very strongly that the question of women, that promoting women's health 
and children• s health is part of the peace process; it is a way of demonstrating clearly 
that a lot of people have better lives because peace. So that's why I went, and that's 
what I intended to do there, and that's what 1 did. So from that perspective it is 
unfortullate that there are any questions about what was a very straightforward 
occasion and the reasons for it. But you know, we're in the Middle East. This is a 
very complicated regicn with a lot of very strongly held feelings and opinions that 
people have and part of the great challenge that the leaders face is creating an 
atmosphere in which peace can take pJace not only at the negotiating table but in the 
words and deeds of all of the citizens of the Middle East. 

I said last night in the Rabin lecture, this is not an easy task. This is as difficult an 
undertaking as human beings have ever attempted. I want to be on the side of those, 
along with the President, who will do everything ~e can to keep taking whatever 
steps are necessary to bring about a lasting, secure peace to the people of this region. 
That is up to the parti~s to negotiate, however, and none ofus is in the position that 
any of them is. So I believe it is in our interest in the United States to do what the 
President has done so well in the past six and a half years, and that is continue to push 
this process forwud, and not be deterred, and not turn back, and to do everything we 
can to make it possible (or it to succeed. 

r . 't 
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Mrs. Clinton criticizes Palestinian officL1.ls for statehood 
remarks 
10.09 a..m. ET (1519 GMT) No-vember 12, 1999 

By Laura King, Associated Press 

WADI MOUSA, Jordau (AP)-Hillary Rodham Clinton criticized Palestinian 
officials today for pushing the statehood issue into the spotlight, saying her hosts 
had not acted properly during her brief visit to the West Bank a day earlier. 

[ 

"I do not believe any kind of inflammatory rhetoric or baseless charges are good 
for the peace process," the first lady told reporters during a tour of the ancient 
Nabataean city of Petra. 

' . 

In Jemsalem, Israeli officials expressed outrage after Suha Arafat, the wife of 
Palestinian leader Y ass er Arafat, accused Israe] of using "poison gas" against 
Palestinians in comments she made in welcoming Mrs. Clinton to the West Bank 
town of Ramallah on Thursday . 

.In the speech, Mrs. Arafat pushed the statehood issue - and claimed there are 
increased rates of cancer among Palestinian women and children because of 
"intensive daily use of poison gas by the Israeli forces in the past years." Mrs. 
Arafat did not specify what gas she was referring to. 

Israeli Cabinet Minister Hairn Ramon, who often speaks in the name of Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak, said "Israel cannot ignore incitement of the type that could 
almost be called blood libel." 

Ramon said the leaders should be preparing their peoples for peace, and that 
Mrs. Arafat was doing the opposite. 

Housing Minister Yitzhak Levy demanded the government reconsider handing 
over West Bank territo1'y to the Palestinians - calling the coillIIlents a violation 
of peace deals. 

Palestinian Cabinet Mini.ster Ziad Abu-Zayyad today tried to soft.en Mrs. Arafat's 
prepared remarks, saying she had not meant Israelis were poisoning Palestinian 
intentionally. 

He said she was mainly referring to the Israeli army's liberal use of tear gas in 
dispersing Palestinian stone throwei-s. Palestinian activists have in the past blamed 
errant tear gas canisters for miscarriages by womert - but the cancer charges are 

• new. 

During her visit to R.amallah, Palestinian speakers constantly Teu:iinded Mrs. 
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To: Mrs. Clinton 

From: Marsha Berry 

Re: VOA interview 

Date: May 27, 1998 

Tomorrow you are participating in the debut of VOA News Now which is the first live 
24-hour all news English radio broadcast and the first major format change at VOA in the last 
twenty years. You will give brief remarks before the interview to highlight the successes of 
VOA. The interview will be live and last for four minutes. Susan Clark and Kent Klein will host 
the interview. Of course any topic is possible for discussion, though you can expect them to 
relate to foreign affairs. The one cautionary note would be on the Palestinian State issue. I have 
enclosed the statement we put out regarding your comments. I also am attaching a time line for 
the evening. 
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To: OAIONeS Qt WASHDC (Jone,. Deloy) 
Cc: IAPPUTON e WASffDC (Applatoa. JofUI) 
Fro,n: NShla ' 
M~ TnMOnpC 
Dace: ,t6/91 Tisnc: 3:31PM 

T o: D,JONIISa USIA.0 0 \1 
Ct. JA,,lETON.USl,A,GOV 
l'tell'I: 1115~1• < HAoseaol,com;,, 

·- " ·•····- - ·I Co1atcnM)'Pf : et~c/pla"': 11&111t• OS060IMP.U J······-····­
c»T 
WOIU.DNST "DIALOc;u e · 
UNITED STATES ll"IFOIIMATIOH AORNCY 
Tt ln l.ion and film Servk e of W1Jhi11&1on. D.C . 

GUUT, 

TOPlC. 

NOST: 

U .S. Pini Udy Hlll,U)' llodha"' C hnron 

s.cdr of '"''· The Middk !aw Yo111h SUmnur 

M1y6, lffl 
l l :00 • 13 ::,0 EDT 

<(H,0~ 
~ ?xf ,k/c~v~ 

I.V' t tlz-.2 <;::,~ 

MR. WAU.ACH: Mn. Cllmon. lh.uuc )'OIi 10 11\IICII for joinins - ~ IOCb, . Uld ..... ~ ... ID Iha n .. ~Yo., Mlddl• Bea YO\lOo lwfalk. 

Yo!lj ,my rt11iemller 10111e of lhctc younaiizrs from 199] wllen 1off11 o( t11er11 llltrt ollly ll or r, yran old . Tlltt ,.en 111adlnt 011 dM W!lhe Hocr14 
l.lwn u !It"'""' 1110 11 M Ille IIIJ!Dtlt aicnlnt nr !he h!Ull.P .... lia,an Dodandon of Pn11Clplu . lr'1 rin ,,.,, laser Tlray ,...re lea4ifll cll& ...,_n di.I■. 1flll 
ro4ty dley IR Atill lc.dln1 die lellka. TMy llavc 1pc111 011& "'•k M,. in Swiucrlud worlJn& on f\nal .. .,. IHUH •• o,i ,ecu,.,, , P SONRlpt),, all iefllacc 
p,ol,!cm, , and or _ ,,, on Cha e11101!oN I rnuu ,~ aa lcrvn lem •· IDPK• <1111 Oldr leaders lui•• llcu ,rr1id 10 r,en ._,in• dltcut. And dlty )Mvf mMlc 
pio1rr11. TOfflO"uw wlll be Anf!ounced !ht Chancr of Vrll• u . a peeu crt:&tY beNlun Cllt hl"HUI and Puncinlul. ll will 11111 c:-onr ne,y i.-. bin 11110 ..tdrcu 
many of them will! ma111 IICW ldn,,. 

le is 1111., l fFUI plt11ur1 far me 11> ,n1roduce chc p,Dtldm1 ol l'iov&t!b (sp), lh, Slolus plllnllcc11&ir:al COOlfJUIJ lbu ... fllllde 1111 of .i, ,-,1111111. D, . 
Dt11 .HIia (I P), 

Oil. 8ASEll..A (q,): Tha•k you ••ry 11111el'I. 101\11 . fl 11 my pri,&,e IO IIIU'Oducc till& e•ll!fliaf and Hcotae 111c firK ledy ol cbe Unilllt S111r1. Mn . 
Own11, • nd • ·• ,., rul plu111.e 1.11d llonor to llan 1011 here 1111, ocnlna, 

Mrs. Clin1nn, u we llave llad Ole few 1u1 da,, cos•dlcr 11,,. in VIiiari. l lla•o been very, • c:1')' lmprei KCI by ioe ll■ld wort wllicll di• MJ.raca ,code1111 
from «110 c!lffenrK wuncr1t1 in ,tie M1441■ ~K l\avc IN' 101'1her. 111d Ute link bcrwcen Ille ill4iYlduau which Ila& allowad !lien, ID lake 1 ... Pd on OM , Ide: and find 
•1~1.1 nt1 Ille O\llsf cWc. And w, '" v~r,, c;o11Rdcn1 dlll ii will be 11<ortln1 091 Ille real 1111$1a1Gnr docvme111 whid1 Ibey win be able• flfiwcr m rhclr ludtrs 
AIIII we ury IIIKII hope dlat i1 will lnft11<n" 11\d st\1pe die opilllo•t or Cbeir le.eden . 

Mn . Clin1un, we Ill know your COIMlillllc<M co Ille dt~ R n and III Ille younc people aJOlllld cllt world, 111d I Plink 11111 11 an eacnnidy ifnp)l'llllf 

endft•or litre *t 1111 witntssint . And die ruson cha< YOII an: here and lllt l1t1 Oia1 ynv 1111 ll•rt 1, ,11o.,iJI& cite llq,onam:c ofdW •"-'-

We are AU 10okln9 wary l!II.ICh (Ol'Wlld 10 you r COl'IIDICII\I now, and f lh1n1t )1011111 ldVUl'f (or br~ lle19. 

MRS. CLINTON, Well . cll11lk )'OV very rnuCII. M d I un the Ol)t \llfta iJ lhlN(ful IO have thit op,onunl(y lo be'"" of ftch .. ,u .. 0!11111111,y 
JidlwllJ !If ~Ill ptos,lc 11 illt fitJI Middle ~ Youtll t 111'11ffl11. I only wllb I could 1k dlcrt "'perwoa 10 &ell )'OIi llow -c.h I M0\11,t )Ollr '"°" • 11""1 l"­
and 11nde..-dlns ID yo~r 1:on11n11n1Ut1. 

I Wini 10 ••Ilk -~c,yonic: w hc, hu lw:lpcd brlnJ all or )'IIU I0JIOltr. bur <-S,,■ciuly Jolln Walt.di. wflo llu duotECI "',."" a, sf¥1"1 )'OW>& pupte. the 
c.llllclren or '"'tr. die oppq,-anl() m plaM di• uadt or p,KC, H t is 1 11 ,nspirl<lo•., 111 ul. 

Whal 7nu • n dolnr ac lblJ ,wrunic u an ocnnnliMr, ate of tOUl\&t. Al )'DIIIIC people w!\11 11,h 't , ,.,,." 11p ...,.,_""9d I,)' •loltnu 1114 llllllld inti ton 
1n1ny 1icuatl'IA1. you lla•c nery rtaJon 10 lttinlr d111 the problelll& you roe• 111 Ille Middle E.uc a rc - lftM ., u•-· SotM of yn _,.,. loill .,,." or 
br1Htoct'7, or PINIICS (\f 1nndp, ,errcs, 10 W\l(IIU 0111 J O b•~" rar before '°"..,_ bom.. Yu YOII lllvc - 103( !lope. lo rac1. yau h•• fOlllld Ille OOlll'lll 10 def) 
111'10f)' and cnvl1lon a ntw kind of fvllltc . 

In your com!Tlllnhlu 11 IIOIM. 111d now"'" If dlu "''"mil. yo11 haver ~bo.,n die 11<0114 1/111 li1ll'ld (J M\llt • mNQOII. 111M wltll ..,, d llll•ro In CftfflfflOD 
ii far I Nliltr "'' " .,flat kaq,s 11, ap1n. Illar IUOdeTMM!dln, cadl 0 0.C.1' 1 hl.wne1 ud c:11l111ru. n:,pac:q11t ncl\ o-.,-, di"'""-•• an Ille ,....,.,._. for a jll,r 
IO<:le,y. 
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fl>llr natl<mt trc lff\lQli"I 10 eiiahfh ll • jlm and l1wn1 peace In Ill• Middle &at, Thfflllh your "'ort wklir 1M ,._. or p._ )OIi Imo• 111,w dl~h ;
1 

;, so 
'1Vln:c>mc 1Uilfe4 and mi111nd1r,iandin,, 

I l'\<l!llfl\bcr • youn, £,yplian ,1,1 W)'i,. • fe,i, ycan 110 •1111• tlle ..,., ....Silla a Scc4, of P .. cc cam,, 11c,- In Ole Unt-.d Stllt• - w. Ml4 die (im 
SICp ... !lave 1111 N1'c nfll& aaw •• l'IO( Of\l)' 1n ..,_ peace fo, our o- peoJ>le, we have to rtall)' •Ult Ir -- n:111)' dc,ln Ir for die oflltn, SIi& • •111 DI! 10 IIJ chit if 
11111 '" an bndi you 1Jav1 Ml w1111 for all !ho hktrintan, 10 Cul llapp, Uld sate 111d comfnltdk. And It you •~ • Pai..cw,ff J"" .. ,, ... w,111 111c ,,me it11118 re, Ille lueell•. 'nliJ ynltfll woman ind ,u of YOII have 11rucly lc1mad tllo 11utcn lts11am of aM. 

Ye< IOlcr•nce lnCI undenctn41n, ind Ult 1billc,y Ill come tocC1hcr o~r die Unu 111,1 dilllde ua an111·1 jll,t ihc roob or l1t1a1NIIONI dJplomacy. Thay an: 
lie rule~ tly wllldl '"'e II)' '" li"t evecyday 111 011, funilica, our M:hools, ou1r c:onvnvnldct. llccau,. 11 is onl)' _.he• dlo,e v&l1K1 us M•olllll and an: ,..n of eMr 
•~e,yd•y livu 0!11 ""' ,.ill hve Ille ttn,n1dl 10 ,um our funllliu. our 1c11oot,. our collUnllllide1 u,,& 11\11 iadou .,,..,..,, Juaeo. Ulll ....,., 

l\.fo '<1um,y in Ole worid i1 lnvnune r"'m wat, or barnd. 01 vlol&,..,c. lJafom11UMlr hit 1111 • ..,.,., u1 I,, eoruy co-~•fnr 110111. 

But you u~ uffcrinc us • dlfJenin1 vt1lon ot •lr11 chc fu111111 can bold. • tunan wherw "1Udn:11 "" liH r11e fi'Vm ~iofellce and conftkl, •Ml9 every 
cl,iz.tn can hva in di1nil)I. wt.c~ uery c.hilcl Is Ible m IIYe 11f1 u, ll\1 or llecr tulteu poafflial. 

M) huJ.111nd. lbe ~sideru of Ille Uniltld 5~. is "'otllin1 very hull for• joJf a"4 ltnlllJ p11ce. \'ou coo,,. atckln, lie •me 10111. He join, m• In 
lllll!llllni all llf y,1\1 '1H wt.ti you are dniq to 11,lfill lllat • i1ion of ,eta, 1101 Ol>ly In Ilia Middle Ea,c but ~ Ille world. I loot fOffWanl 11t IMina Ille rcivh~ 
nl' you, ttt .. Mt1tlotu and "'~iii, )'U\lr Atlft:m~1. jun as 110., I look /0""11111 to Lllkina wi1JI you llloul eu, )'ot1'•c lnffllllll over 1k f1U1 '•• da:,t 11 lhi• J111J1111it 
,na •l!Ollr ynur rtans t r,r dMI l'IIN.e. But mOMly I wanr you IO lmow how psoud I am JO be ill uy way a pen .t WUl :,1111 ... mv .. 1111, • IUAftlllll~. 

~It WALLACH: Mn. Clinion. we woukl IWI• liu. ti> ll"' IG I.he vtry f-41St1uo11, w/lid, i■ ac1111al17 coin, CO be fftlltl i.u of 011r dele1llllon1 •Im 
decidail ro uk Jou die QIAC1litm ,01cllt1r, fro,,, hftel N11n (,p) . atld rrom &ht PaluliAi1a cktq.tci- 8u1lln (Ip). 

Q Mu. Clinmn. hello. My N m• is Nora (1p ), 111d I am rrom lsJM!. My PaleNllniul ,....., 111,.irn (IP) 111d f.,. wc,y. vny pod l'riffld•. and we 
llolll llnpa -t.r/ mucb 111 betCIIIIC .ft.ia,re lclclers o( o.r ,ll\ln«r!u. I i.ould like IO Uk you If in yo11r opinion dlut is 111 11411! ~• of acl\M,li. 9111 pu~t if lllo 
luuU 1..,detand fie Plleitint1n leader• bolh ..,,omen. (l.tu1111111.) 

MllS. CLINTON: W,N. I dlinlt ""' ~ IICltd 10 'l'Dlk 10 IIIVt more ... _ Lca41n ·- not only Id''"''' •net Pu,lliq,g. but ll!IUIICI I/It worta, 10 that 
yowna womon lik 1111111 of, ... who are IIIIUtJttd in polllie1 N>d dlplo,nuiy and look.me: for..,_,,, m md •ioleJiU and 11111, wlR k • 1• • 11v1 YDllr co<Mribwllon 
bacll 111 ,,our nariOtU and bdp 10 build lrell&r ulldentalldu.,. 

I dnn'r kMw 1h11 I un ,111wer blanur rn 111y WI)' 11111 if ... 0111t11 -.io,o lu,der. or boch or ~our JPCie&lu Clllt • would line • bea,r ~ ro, P"''• • 
bur I do dllnk 1'11111 "'omen llrln1 Olctr ft"ffl ,oaunu, llltir 0,0,11 ~ and •tpjmlan, thu need ., be ht:.rd. bee111ae "'1)1 olkn it ii .-C •01Mn "¥ho .vffcr """"" 
Ciiey ln~c their humnds or dlcir b!IH,rr or lbtit son,. kb tht ""'m•n ,..1,0 are th, rtfllc«t *ho~ of'ltn left m r~ for dlemtolvu. So r wauld ltopc c,,u 
WOffllln"1 Y(llet• •OUld 0. lcltd .,,,,. c1e,r1, In cllc Middle ~Ill' • • ,,,, ll'rll 11!,0"' woinu .. u, llaYI I,...,_ CD terve Hin.kn, bsG&u,c I~-.. i, •oicH I nd 
111e1r ICPllnJ ~n11ld c11naittula IO I ;u.1 and la1(1111 pclet. 

Q (Off' 111ille) •· fn,m PAlesrint. Mr1. C1imo11. 10 wllu e1112nc woutd )'OU Cl.pKI lie P&lat!Jol-,, 111111111111111 lake p111 in poUllal ..a.ra1p1 

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I b,Une lhac women art jult II upel,.lc ·• n,n noore, nor (qt - chin-" Iii be ptllith:11 ledm, If 1l•cn Illa ch1nec. And I 
ttclic~o 1h11 In IOtic1icr where women art peimlued ro panidp1111 rull)' in tllc ccano1111, and polklc1t Md wftl •~In or Olcir llllloa 111• counttlea 1R: 111t1111cr fnr 
1h11. Su I 1110\lld IK1pi; lhll •ClrMn i• the .Pelcatine ,11.a, jlis1 IJ lhrou1houc ltlc Middle Ea.11. would be 11¥111 lhc opponianlcy 10 de1Roruua~ dletr •lffllt 1nd mtkt 
lllcir ,on1ribu1lons. Mllr every wn,un, nor indeed Oct)' man, It 1qvipi,ed for or inten:fled in polldcc. Ihle !Od•Y we r,e.il 1111r ,-cry betl IH4en, end we should 
nor 1Kift1:u.lly eliminate ftom leadenlllp one ltndtr, women, b111 io-0 thoukl ,.,, 10 DNI rhc heft or our roen .... wolllffl • lte lllc llcf1 poeible laden 
cllrouahout lllt wlll1G. WIG in P•"iculjr In 1hr Middlt ~,c where w dupcnr,ly need web lood lt&dellhlp, 

Q (Off mlhJ ·· and I •m rmm lo,Gan. Molt of tllf. fo09i,n Lid dl11 I• prcacnlly boil\a airen by •• uni.• S-t co Ionian 1, bl Ille ro"'" nr 111llil11)' 
aid. Nn'r" llllt llkrt i1 In, uf an c1am&1 •- 10 lhc ld•adom, do yo. dliftk ._, tile U.S. C11~11 would appn,va ,_ill••--- ftn edllcltlloll I• human 
rip, rn actualb' -.1,e, 1 po~,_.lllf _.,_ ""I'""" ltltll'l!II -dlnJI? 

MRS. CLINTON: I dlinlt ltltt i, an ,acclknt que11la11. I penoNll1 belicvt ftal 0.t UMIII S•i:ca lhouid bl: doiq _,. 111 tupPln dffl,oc11c1 aftd 
'Slll'JIOft •nn11e•r -IIIOnlies IIIO cduGtldo" MIii lllller IIECdt ul pte>pl• d11eu1bou1 °'6 worlC - not OI\IY ill 1M Middle t..11. 1111 In pankUl&r iff 1111 Middle IE.11 I 
... i,h 1.1111 .-c *CIIIIII dlrttt ,nore ul our aid co duins Jim ;.,1111 you eu,ce11. The -~ we CUI help adllCIII! pcop\l. rhe rnol'I we CUI Pf'OVldc htallll c:m, die mart 
111e "'" P""'ide r111"s ,1111 credk for people 1n 10 11110 INrincn tu au"" rNlti or a.cir labor, die beer D11r ,alalloo, .. u1 Ill Md .. 111r911Pr 1111 c1111a1ri., '1'111 be 

So I !1110·1 know " h£1hcr w, 1>01114 ht ntcceut\rt 111 11w "'°" NII eonvincinc our Uniuid 5'1.,. Con,r,.n to 4o 11111. bul I ltlve pena1111ll1 fP'lltn ou, n11 
dltc .,,,,. IHW'. I wlll tnn!if\1£1 co do so. And I llnnk )'OIi nbe & ..,..,. iOC,DIWII polm, beQuc ckHI)' If people 1ft ......... if 11,.y doft'C fNI oppnueCI. i( Ille)' 
arc ftO( impuvcrilllod. dlcy 1n mote likely ., noc ~ ca .. wn ,n to viuler,u and lllircd, bec•u•t 111,y wUI hawc Oltlr own livct eNl futuft1 II> IIIIUd. 11N f would like 

ID 11,ppOn "'"• 

Q H t, 1117 ••- ls Dina (sp) from l!C)'P', Mu. C llfllDA, hu1: 11 Se.di of PerlllC we a,e &Ii beln, l014 Iliac we In: Ole lfldtn o r 10mom,w. You are 
om rlf Iba •no,1 lnllucnd1I women In IJlc: woctd. Can lfOII teU "' IOow >'°" a,o, lnvolvad NI polldcs, .-tiy. Uld 11vc va - a4wice7 T1IMlt )'OU. 

MRS. CLINTON. Well, I 've ti way, .... ,, lllltlUICd in pollcica. Alld &Sa JOiina -111111 !Ike ,,ountir f befMI 1111 lllldy pelluu. l re\lowld Cllfrcnl 
e~enu. I •1t11t ~ ltcll.lrH .,..llenevcr lhtrc ., .. tumcll\illC aboul inlem&tional poUde1 or dorne111C policiea. I b9ea111e aetivt i11 pelllicat ca....-i..,. wllen I .,,, quite 
you"a -· "'"fkW lln kll.ir of canditlaic, "'bon, I 111pponcd Ind a11IIUl Ulldid&w -tlom l Old 1101 111ppof\. And I bcAmc aain:ly ill"ol\ocd 8'I lllfllJf of m)' 
b,tier. wllen I wu In ,oltqc and law .u:IIOCII -· nn llellatr of ciwil rich" in nt)' CO\lllfty. 11,inH lht Vic1111m War dill WU ........ wllffl 1 .. , ii\ IICllool. And I 
rr,cd In every way I could 111 educate myselr •bollt u.llaf w•s llaPPtllina poUli;ally . 

I d11 "or ptu<1r11lly l!ollcvc 11\tl e,ery ptrJon who ii ln•raNd io polilJCI n,11s1 ac:Cllall)' Na fo1 orfice. Tllc111 .,. nun)' w,,,1 for people 111 11rv• in 
(l(llitlcA .• in appok\WI 11<1,jllon,. LS , i1iicn &dvoca,u. And !hose •~ Ille ,olu ,Im I've Wti:n on 4111'111& Ille Int 30 or 10 )'DIii, ADd ~JVJnly wllc.n ffl)' INJ~•nd 



llcu,at •~li¥el)' involv~ in p,;linc• I h•"c *Or\cd ""l'l' hanS IO S..pJIDft dla c111nu 0... he Ila•..,.,~, a1 wdl u Ma clccto,., ""'P'latll, ht r·~ ..,_,.,, 
mtlftDillcd my """' ......... in .. ~N In potiucal life. I have ,ie,,,cd 00 I IMlndler of -.iulo111 and,,,,. ... OIi .. .- llellalf, .,, b-... I un tOIICCl11fd 
""'"'· and ., . ... ··••r• leU dw I hid .. IIUICII ti&IU. •• ll\¥Om clN VI my •~cy IP apeak "' for wllat I .... le ....... ,. I ... lhat .... - _,. opponlHlilk• 
10 lie 11C,1lvcly lnwahcd In pntjtlcr and 10 keome • lulkr. s- a,1y clloosc co acni1Uy tun fOt ... koW polldcel ""'"· ~.,, ...,,._ ddRN CUI alw 1111u a •it 
"""trlbllrlon. OC<IUK a.ar vc,ices a.ee,-.c ,o be haerd •• wdl. 

Q Mrt. cs;.,..,._ llclo. my u- i• Yen1 ( 'fl) .,,4 I am fml'II hr■cl, w. ee11e,e cu Suds or Pee~• 11 (foNltocn ,) .• .._ now .,, .,, rnendJ. r 1/unk 111 
die mlliu11y JIC'""K• w• are af,wW ..,, .,. arnld 10 be~ co '""' orw OM4Mr. How 4o ,..,.. chink we rllollld ... ,, -..1111 cfl11, 'IIUI an llltlleal pr11111un. 1uc!I 
an clllic:al dlkl!llM. 11111 wti .. *°"'4 )1011 p,opo11 UI co do In llldl I ca~? Tbant YO\I lier, 1'1'111CII. 

MIU. CLINTON: Ynu kno'"', lflll's • ,cry inlllrcacin• Issue, ~ee Ce11&inly It peos,11 act 10 blow ont IIIOfllct aa 111111\1111 llllina•. tp1IIO rime w1t11 
'"'" Ollllr. 11 yu~ ,11 MVI dOfl<:, "14on YDII KC ea,:h oOicr II peoplo, 1101 U -Ol)pcs, ""' H Clricellffa rllM ... 4,._ 1,1 C&IID<lftl a.,.~ IA you. "114 
111a1 malcu -• h•rvcr, ■ml ihan 1oo4. 

No .... Otlltc or you who (a« mUhary serwic:c 1 rhint llav• 1 au! dilemma, btcauu ccnaud), if 61\Y of r011r ~..,. tSlrealr tt rltk, If Ille~ i, wny 
ltf!ld (I( an 11110k ,,, »fly lrlncl af vlnlcnce dln:cl9d &I yow peopj,t . ... )'OU l\ev1 lb dc:fclld YOll-lr. T1,cn; 11 ni, ~I ,MC dllt . .._ e1,c,o whffl you.,. In 
rnillca,y 1erwil:c I rflint • •• "CfY un,,..nan, llwaya to Mic ,.,;wrsalwt. h wllar J am 111\ng awqd • do llol,onbl• and n,11( and aMc.f?, ~., •-llrftu"' fll• 
abu:nQc nf a n •~N•I r.,-anir war Ille lie~, people tu H)' AO en: inoplc in lh• mllhary. po.,pe& wllo "Y, TllM i• not • 1ood cll111,1 l\,r ,,. • oo - •• llloUld "'" 
Cfll/llC in ~I Iliad of bdlawio1. 

So I llliAk th11 il'I lfl'lca imporun, ID hA•c eUlical pooplc wlch contcicnu 1 111111ill11ry 1.1altoffll. So J cion·r dlink 1h11dt11 11 lo i1Nll I C4mradlclion . a u, 
1, is ln,pu111111 afwcy, 11, be •• ,.,. earell>I abo\.11 wha, you ,re Hkcd and ordered io do, UICI to n ite qi.aoons wl,c,- you ponillly c.n, ,n11 wllM you •rt w111ins 
uniform, 

·~, I rhlnk ,n. RIO~ pt(,pi. '" lh• mtlii.,y tee 11ch od,cr ICIVA die line, 1h11 dMclt UI U IIU-11 bellla• di• bcllol:r Cllll •Ill bt. And din wffl lie 
tnorhu IWl)I of 111<>vl111 clour ro,o,1,ds aornc kind af pc■c,, 

I remcmbtr very .ell wt\tn the Joldanlan-h rn li ,-occ tr• •'Y ""''' •lfned. Or,c DI lbc inoft mo"lnc IIIOIIICIII& In Chat""'"'°">' '" Ille dc&en w11110 sec 
Ille fllili11ry orrrcen fnlffl Imel ■nd Jorlf•n °"'""'I (orw■od 10 dl1lce 1111141. plcd11111 m coopenu 101•111tr -,,;.,., CUIIVNln mac., I~ anvriarn or dru1 
-nuna. Ille dlillas 1111,, •fftt1 ,u aaclo.u. S11 ii wu .. try movln, and vcr)' impoftallf di11 d,e millac, le1d&u or both Sonlan 1111d t.rul wers .,..,. 10 pltdJc 
~,., .. "' pc.ace, A....r "' I lllilw Iha. I, •• impor11nc role for die mili,ary IO play . 

Q I 1m - ( iN,uJHllc} - frvm Jnf'11111 Mrs. Clincon. nut )letr l lffl fll)illl: ID college in Ill■ U.S., •fill I ju1 GMI llnaclne elm olrotcl lJIIUlion, U>Ol>t my 
couJIOy. 1111cll as. Du yo11 he voe camoe\1 ,n rh• urn1s• . 11, Do yo11 livc In ienu?. ltld '""crythtna. A,,.S I waa '"'orickrias do Aawricul llllllkllll -,ive aomclen1 
at .. cotiv11 alloul &NI IFCI nf the 'lllorld , I me1n 1111 Mfddle Eur? And. Mn. Olnlon. )'OIi ll&Yt bu11 to die Middk ea., ·· wll.ac .... c1a you ,-,·,,.c,utry for 
A1Mrit1t11 to lrnow abotot lllal 1m? Tllanll you. · • 

~R~. CLINTON: Well, I con~Nla~ you OIi pun11ta, 7Clllr echl<:llion, and I am pin.sod dun 11111 Ille ptq co i. 1ft tile UIIMd laa,. 1h11 I wn~ 
yn11 an ri,vlll to """<Q' 1hollt 'WIiii people llere ifl America~ know 1bcN1 Y""' -nuy. becauH 11111'or11naialy !MA)' Alnerlc.a111 do IIOI kilow ••'Y -II 1bou1 tilt 
n::1111( !ho wol1d. Alld hi pat! •11·, llec.,.ae o.r """' covcr11c ii\ Amelie& cloc1 no1 cany n,y IIIU(k naws a!IOll1 roiwlp •lfalr, or W111111,,,_.. Ill odlc~s of 
dlt •otlCl. Ulltus Illa~ ,. 1 .... , Of I ,._,., 01 •• , . or lllcnc ocllcr elft0t1lilla,y <"lffl. _,,, At111ric..1 .... , h,,,. H OppDn!Nf)' e ...... ...,,, IIIUCII 1bo111 
w1111 ,.,., ""n11t1i0e c;I America . So ""'ile Ir m1y 11$ • b lt tln:aotM. Ole ~,aons you will toe ulle4 lltlO k ,111111 evt or curioall), •• Ml 0111 of 111, llmd of 
diare,pecc, bc'"1UU, miny America"' wlll nor !Lave •"'dlod '"Ylhlnt abou• die Middle Bur, and chcy -11•1 !lave •~ 111ucJ1 lftl'•-lon •~ jwn a wpcrf'Kill 
under111bdin1 •IN>ut l ordan ot 1n~ of Ille oltMt C01.1n1rte1 In Che ._,iddt. £as,. 

S<> I hops 11111 yov will be Ible 11,, Yl'lllf awr, .,., ... rt ... of quei11on1 help edlic.H• SOCIIC of 'JOI.II (1llow lfll<Senll. bec1111t I ,1 ... ,y, WMI A-.tian, lo 
knciw - 1b<lu• whel' s goiq nn around di< worlcl. And ,anKlllarty wlle11 l vl1it ltlS Mlddlc E:.n or &II)' pan or Ill• worl.tl, I alway, - llut 11111 I i.lk abuur 
my m111. I 11f1en t:kl did& 1lluw110 ""°"' plc111res o( ~re I've but\. I talk 1bou1 Ille pcopl• I h■•e 11111, bec:ou,e J 01b1k ir I, ve,y ""PIJl9WC dlat _,.,, ,._,lc1n1 
t..aw allovf die ""ln,r;,ol ,,.dl1kl4t1, die rell1iou• <,.dmons. die•- llis!Of:, of °'9 Mi~lc !eat. But •• l\&1r'e • w1y1 ro.., lllt(Oft _.,. ,_... ID ,..ii llll'Delfh die 
t>0nwlcr,11nc11 m 1111ny Amcrl,1n1. bcc.ausa Llle:,•ju11 clol\' I 1e1 much in(O<ma1001111n(Ott11111■ly. So r llope y1111·11 ba .WC III op■n IClffl& 1)'11 enl 11n wliitc 11111 ..-c 
Mre 1n rt,c UnilCod Star.u. 

MR. WALLACH: There.,. sl• more who \UIII IO try (0 Hie I q11ewon. •o I UII 10 ... , ID try ID move lf 1,-qvlclrlr U, _ Mo•' 

O Hi. My -- it M<ina. I am f,orn Pa,.11UOC. 1-'n. Clint'On, ( would lik• • 11k you 1bou1 floe w'holt 1oaerauon or°'" itltlflda. 'Tllo• people 
who spenU .,, .. , lillU nu, ,., die .cboub lhrnwln& MOm:J , llld now Chey do11'1 ~ ..... 1111,-lhir,110 do •nl "° c4\ICIV01'1, So in )<II" opiAlotl , Wl\al do )'OU lllinll Clfl be 
dotK l(lr 1h~,• vlolitn,"' 11111 ctKy un co11llnuc lbclr lin, w(dlollt ,11tr•ri1111 Tow )'CI\I , 

Mas. CL.IN'TON: I clllnlt lllu Chere 111, to be a '"' or ctron mode co p ,,.vido edu~arion Uld ini,,io,1 ror lhooc Y-1 ,copr. Who •ere In ell■ 1111:cu . 
This ha l)f~ffll In Oclllr counirlc, 11 - 11. You 11\lJ kno"' d\114urina Ole 1p1~14 oen II\ Sottcl> A(,tu _,, block Seullll Afrir:■l,1 woullf 110110 co the achoolo 
hoetuAe dley w~ro Ml permitted ro lean, ii\ &heir own l1111u.1e1 111111 wy -id "°' believe ,.1,n wu CM&ehc in Iller c1A1tca. """' • ,...,. - .., •• .-,.. Th•)' 
wen! n111 oJf 1ch1>t1I, t11C)' an:"'"" wnemplOyed. A nd I ki,ow Chill,.,., llav1 lllt ume problem uo Pllc,lille will! rrYfl)' yov.,. ,-opll, pantc11larly youna nu:n. I 
llollc•c Ille~ .,..,.,,11 lie an i-n,1110nal erra,. ,o Ollbliah 1choob and tnlntn, PIVI""" ror lhetc youq -"· 

v .. ., ltnu.-.. Plle"lnlans a,e k.twwn dlro11p,o11c Ille •orid for you, indll'"J, your ina~il)'. ,011, h1nl work. wtlftl"•• ,,r11Unl1111 nale - ro, .. ample 
in .. ,. llWn tar>lllllr)' .. clley Mco•t .,.,.,. 111ccu,ful -··· of ocelr abtlll)' CD-·)' mau I 1ood 11¥1111 for dlernHI••·· ( wo111d llu co ne "'-maclollll ,e&nun:c• 
I" ro ac1d r,s wp we" 1no11nm• end provlclin1 ,ced _nc,. Sllllll to■nt 10 Chu maoy or tile people in J>11e.ub,1 ~1114 1co _., o- hfflllltlD ■-"9CI. mere■• 1 
"'"~H to daa, .,,,. could be mo~ econo111fo 1c;1lv1q, . 

So I 1hint. ii sllould bt of 1M '1i111t11 priority. and ii' a aon,cd\inc lllll •1~n I hoc ,potn ov1 i< bccauae )IOtl C-UIIIOl l .. •c • wflolc 1c11e"1ion (If r ounir 
peupl• (edina a.a, tJ,ey • re .,iU'IOYl hope and no1 .,..,,.. llh• cduc.e•ton or ,cm, ID m&k.c & lteao-~ fOf' lhc"'•····· Tha, ,. IICIC, 1,00d far .. ftl. u,d ;«- ,. N'I(. 1 000 
ra r 11111, rnanlry 1mtl it is not cood ru, pc•"· bccau,c wflffl people•~ res&len •nd 1naia,11 •!Id widaout pu,~lar hope ta, dlei, own flituN dley 11ft ... ,, p...,. ro, 
•~rnmii..., end .. non.,,. 10 dlat !hey u~ lnvolvt4 1ft ,,,11i11t llri-,s d own tncrold of bvildinc llllnf, up, 



----·· ..... - ---

.. 

O\at. 
So I wnuld ViU) much Clllie 1<1 ICC Ille II\H!l'l\all0n1I cornrt11iniq, help )OU 11e1lve dliJ panicw.r p"'bta• . ... I - .-Ina ., CG1111aN • ..,. .. ow -

Mil. WALLACH: T•nq (sp)7 

Q r m Tanq (sp) rrum l!1yp1. M rs Clli,con, '"" "-•c -.ca• 111pPDnc, of 0. s..i, °'"-mu lffl, Ul:I wte•••...,.., • you1 1h1t .-e 
• ......,...i lhc AlSllilll flt die Dec1a111don or l'rillclple,. Alld l wH ..onclNfq ho• yoo ~Ir rtlf ., • .,.,u 1111, coate«ncc .,.. --~ c...w ,w con&rene, 
!lave ■nd dw acrtlllll'tnl chat - ~., n:acll °" Ole •ntllc pa« pn,cou. ano ,pe~!Ully die n.ttodllk!N ~--•~place;,, w ....... "" Monday, I( 
NU' orcwne. Thanlt J Oij, 

MltS. C LINTON. We41, 1 am •Cry cllllMor.l11Ck 1bou11h1 Stclh of Pc'", Nl:8\llt I 111W IMC M effon lib eb la wMdl,.... - ;..91o,c4 bn .. ..._ 
people k11,,-, . paftie11la,I), JO\lf\l P"Gplc wtlo ••• not u111b1 \Ip M\ clle a lsalns polirical -•cfWII 11111 fMI on In '""'Y """'""'•.,. dlle 111 -111in,1 ,non .,.,i,. &NI I ,,.;p, c•cn "" pc,t,ep, -"' hotlctlly ,._.,. ol4rr l&adcn rc.c.1 &he)' CMl. So you an: able co .. ,, Oli.,,. u"1 a,rw III dllq■ ftl • buldlffle,u for 
ICll.lcn '" tm,c cu mHIIJre"" co, I•"' 1oo•M1• forward 10 ucint your .. - . J ,.,iU i.....sia,Oy wtlal l ,a•....,, of k •"'• i(., "Ir l'f9IIMIII, ,,,.c It 10 
S~ rrury AlbriaM. ~ N I lhe1 c.n sec "'hi 1111 ol )'Olo llavc •lf'CC'S ro. And I dlhw II c:oool.d ~ 11 IINIIII dCKll-111. l\'ffl ill 11N ni.u.. ...,...__ So I am •ef) 
llo,tllll ~ your wurk llcrc will Uvc on &nd hive real -q11cr-.cs. --• )'OIi flue bun wUlilll • do die '--wofl "'...at, u,iq ■ l9KII 11ree=nt, 

Q Mn. Clincon, h i, my 11a111a iJ •• (Inaudible) -- and I aft\ from llratl , Pirsdy , I -uld lib 110 WW_,. 40 JOII clo7 

r.llUI. C~TON: 1 am 411-. r-. I a111 deliplCICI io IIICtl yo11. 

Q ,.. .,, liracU I would IUte to llno• ..t., 40 19'1 c/lint will bt Ole ,01uc""cnces co dlG f•CL dllt ,ou da:11'" •. (lnaudltlle) .. """'61111e. - ld11in1 
~11 rau .i, .. &he"' ,,'"',.,. " llcd PalullCN ricflt now. 

MJU. Cl.fNTON: I'm IOIT)', I ale no, unoan&Mld your qllflllon. 

Q Th•t is wll)' I ,., tolnl to repaac if, I -..Id lib to k"°"' "•O' 1inc:•RIY •Mt 4o you 111ml will IN N con•~• for )'OIi? decb111\on I ft• 
milNWI 11" ur Polc11tna, t o11"'1crinc 10 ti\& r1« lhu ri,ht now 1111, coul!U)' doe, no1 eid11. 1aAAlt ta•. 

MRS. CLINTON: Well , I dli .. 11,u i1 will be In die 1011&-teffll imen:ttt oldie ~della Etn for hla!IM e be 1 ,_ UIII fOf ii 10 lie a - dW k 
rc1pontlblc ro, lta ,ilir~• wcN, bcina, • ,ian:: lllu llas ni1poaJlbillr,, for p,o•idllla e~ tAd lflkll t&ft anci ecot!Oinic oppom,nlcy • ii, cwaan., • - um 
llu 10 •cteps • ~ntlllllil)' of 1onffllnc. I lllillk dl11 i1 11e,y impolllffl f,n Ole hlullaian people. 8•1 l UIICI cl\4- if'a ve,y trllp9ftllll few 1111 l11older aoal ol 
pc~cc In Cl\e M1d1Ue E:.11. 5'> I Lhlnk tl,11 lh4 tcniwry IJIII IM 1'11udaN11S cumNly inbabi1, .... ..,.._.ar ldcltdonal TCffllDf)' c!My wtll allala Cltolllll lbc ,ete• 
Mf'lllllions, tlMMCI be co~ Md &YOlvc lntu • "-do!rinf tnodrm iQR lba• ic respon1lble for Illa w1U4eliw of u, pcopt• anti iJ ...,. on* amc ' "°''"I ,u 
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This is the first article that I have seen. This guy regularly sends me his columns before they are 
printed (under the assumption that I won't leak them to other press sources)- they appear in a 
number of Jewish weeklies around the country and won't be printed until Thursday or Friday 
(depending upon the paper). It was a story that was actually written before yesterday's event. 
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Washington Watch 

Hillary could spotlight Jewish schisms 

By Douglas M. Bloomfield 

It's not exactly part of her campaign strategy, but if Hillary 
Rodham Clinton runs for the Senate in New York next year, the campa ign 
could provide a significant sound ing board for the issues that divide the 
Jewish community -- Israel and the peace process, public vs. private 
schools and church-state separation. 

Historically, candidates in New York -- which has the largest 
number of Jewish voters outside of Israel -- have tried to finesse 
divisions among the Jews, trying to be all things to all people. 

It's not unusual to see American politicians trying to appear more 
hawkish on Israeli security than Israeli leaders, but this time there is a 
potential candidate of immense popularity who does not toe the hawkish line. 

Mrs. Clinton is again coming under savage attack f rom right wing 
Jews for comments she made last May about Palestinian statehood, and 
Republican politicians are enthusiastically joining the fray. 



New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, a potential GOP senatorial 
candidate, has accused her of "siding with the Palestinians against the 
Israelis." Much the same was said by Sen. Mitch McConnell (KY), the 
chairman of the GOP Senate Campaign Committee, who sees the First Lady as a 
boon to his efforts to raise Jewish money for Republican candidates next 
year. 

The head of a pro-Israel political action committee (PAC) in New 
York which gives to both parties said, "The screamers in our community will 
make a lot of noise, but 85% of the Jews will be fine with Hillary." 

Prof. Amos Permutter of American University said, "Since the Jewish 
leaders are still in a ghetto in New York and a bunch of cowards , they're 
going to vote for her even though she's called for a Palestinian state." 

Mrs. Clinton insists, publicly and privately, that her position is 
the same as the administration's, that it is up to the parties themselves 
to negotiate the issue of Palestinian statehood. She also has said that the 
late Yitzhak Rabin lamented to her and her husband about the difficulties 
of negotiating with the Palestinians because, unlike the Syrians and 
Jordanians, there is no entity to deal with and hold accountable, and Mrs. 
Clinton feels she was reflecting that view. 

What she did say, in a May 8, 1998, satellite interview with 
Israeli and Palestinian youths was, "I think that it will be in the 
long-term interests of the Middle East for Palestine to be a state, and for 
it to be a state that is responsible for its citizens' well-being ... a state 
that has to accept the responsibility of governing." 

Administration officials have repeatedly said she was expressing 
her personal views and then denied she was staking out any new policy 
ground. Many Israelis and Palestinians, for their own reasons, were 
convinced that she was revealing the secret inner thinking of her husband 
and his government. 

Even the broadest interpretation of what she said does not 
constitute an endorsement of a unilateral declaration of Palestinian 
statehood; she has repeatedly insisted it is something to be mutually 
agreed upon. 

Nonetheless, her critics feared her comments would encourage 
Palestinian leader Vasser Arafat to carry out his oft-repeated threat to 
unilaterally announce establishment of a state on May 4 , the original 
deadline for concluding negotiations on final status issues under the Oslo 
Accords. 

However, the Clinton Administration, with the support of moderate 
Arab states and the Europeans, has apparently convinced Arafat to drop that 
threat because it could interfere with the Israeli elections 13 days later 
and do serious damage to the peace process. But the issue is bound to come 
up after a new Israeli government is in p lace, which should be by the 
middle of June. 

If Mrs. Clinton decides to run for the seat being vacated by Sen. 



Daniel Patrick Moynihan -- and it is far from certain that she will -- the 
statehood issue will be one of the most contentious, with risks for both 
sides. 

While the opponents are very vocal and well organized, the truth is 
they are a minority. Most American Jews, like most Israelis, accept 
Palestinian statehood in some form as inevitable, and sooner rather than 
later. That is something the hawks here and in Israel would like to stifle, 
but even Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and some of his Cabinet 
ministers have spoken of accepting a state with limited sovereignty. 

That issue, however, could be moot well before the November 2000 
election because it is very possible that the Palestinian state will be 
established by then. 

But even without that, there will be other issues that divide 
Jewish voters, and her candidacy could ignite lively debate on those as 
well. 

Divisions within the Jewish community are more pronounced in New 
York than elsewhere -- by sheer weight of numbers and because of the size 
and influence of the Orthodox population -- and the impact of the Jewish 
vote is immense. 

There is strong support in some circles, particularly among the 
Orthodox, for vouchers and other forms of taxpayer support for private 
schools. Other issues which divide Jewish liberals and conservatives are 
charitable choice, which permits religious institutions to use federal 
funds for health and social services with fewer governmental restrictions, 
abortion rights and homosexual rights. 

"The right wing Jews may go after her" on these issues, said a 
friend of the First Lady, but "the rest of the Jews love her" and she'd 
have no trouble winning not only the Jewish vote but the election. 

All the polls say the same thing, but her candidacy is still a 
novelty. While Mrs. Clinton is an experienced politician and a highly 
skilled, veteran campaigner -- which was evident in last year's New York 
Senate race, where she is credited with having played an invaluable role in 
Chuck Schumer's stunning victory over Alfonse D'Amato (who says he might 
run next year if she does) -- she would face a very different political 
challenge running on her own in the overheated environment of New York 
politics. 

"She's tough, especially after what she's just been through, and 
I'd be surprised there's much they could do that would upset her," said her 
friend. 

But there are some very compelling reasons that suggest to this 
observer that she will not run for the Moynihan seat next year. 

As a popular former First Lady she will not need the Senate for a 
platform to express her views. She will be free to do that on the world 
stage with fewer inhibitions, and free to devote time to the causes she 



cares most about while earning some of the big bucks she and her husband 
need to pay off legal bills accumulated from a plethora of GOP-led 
investigations. 

Mrs. Clinton is at the peak of her popularity and, after her 
husband, she is the Democratic Party's most popular draw and effective 
fundraiser. Party leaders fear running for the Senate will take her away 
from the more urgent task of criss-crossing the country over the next 20 
months raising money and campaigning for the presidential ticket and scores 
if not hundreds of candidates at all levels. 

" Not having her out on the campaign trail, especially for Al Gore, 
would be a huge loss, a huge loss," said a White House official. 

Besides, if she still has the Senate bug after that, there's always 
2004, when freshman GOP Sen. Peter Fitzgerald comes up for reelection in 
her native Illinois. 

~1999Douglas M. Bloomfield 

* * * Bloomfield Associates, Inc. * * * 
dmb@his.com * Voice: (301) 460-3285 * Fax: (301) 460-4187 
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OK, first there was this on May 12 ... 

Hillary Rodham Clinton steps 
into M ideast diplomatic 
quagmire 
By Matthew Dorf 

WASHINGTON, May 12 (JTA) -- When Hillary 
Rodham Clinton called for Palestinian statehood in a 
satellite hookup with a Middle East youth summit 
last week, she entered a debate that had begun days 
earlier. 

Long before the first lady set off diplomatic 
fireworks, the 75 teen-age delegates in Switzerland 
had grappled with the explosive issue. 

Incensed that their conference T-shirts listed their 
country of origin as · · PNA" for Palestinian National 
Authority when the other delegates got shirts that 
read Israel, Jordan, Egypt or the United States, the 
Palestinian representatives covered PNA with tape 
and wrote · ·Palestine." 

In a negotiated settlement, all the delegates covered 
their country's name with their name tags, leaving 
only a flag showing . 

Then the first lady came on satellite television to talk 
to the delegates. 

As the Palestinian children asking questions gave 
their names and · · Palestine" as their country of 
origin, WorldNet beamed back a caption with their 
name and · • Palestine" for Clinton to see. 

In response to a question, the first lady said, · · 1 
think it will be in the long-term interests of the 
Middle East for Palestine to be a state. " 

The comment, including at least seven other 



references to statehood for the Palestinians and the 
word · · Palestine" set off a fury in Israel and among 
many American Jewish groups. 

The first lady's staff immediately moved to downplay 
the statement. 

Her words stand in direct contradiction to U.S. 
policy, which for decades opposed the creation of a J 
Palestinian state. 

After Israel and the Palestinians sig1ned the Oslo 
accords earlier this decade did the United States say 
that statehood is a matter for negotiations between 
the parties. 

The day after the first lady's comments, White 
House spokesman Mike Mccurry continued to 
distance the Clinton administration from the 
statement. 

· · That view expressed persona lly by the first lady is 
not the view of the president," sa id McCurry. 

· · This was not part of any kind of calculated 
strategy, and I think it speaks for itself when an 
immediate clarification is issued by her staff that this 
is something that she did not say in the context of 
any formal administration policy-making role," he 
said. 

When pressed on the issue, Mccurry said to 
laughter from the White House press corps, · · I 
expect that she will always continue to express her 
views, but I doubt that she'll be venturing into the 
Middle East peace process anytime soon." 

But Netanyahu and many Jewish groups say that 
Clinton himself needs to address the comment, 
which is being interpreted in many European and 
Arab capitals as a signal to the Palestinians. 

As Netanyahu continues to seek Clinton's promise 
that he would not recognize a threatened unilateral 
declaration by Arafat of Palestinian, statehood if the 
final status talks do not conclude by their May 1999 
deadline, the first lady's statement hit Israel hard. 

A letter from the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations to Clinton accepted 
the administration's disavowal of the first lady's 
statement . But in a separate statement, the umbrella 
group said the president · · must make clear to 
Chairman Arafat that any unilateral declaration of a 



Palestinian state in violation of the Oslo accords 
would be rejected by the U.S. and not recognized ." 

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright addressed 
the issue at a news conference Tuesday. 

Without mentioning the first lady by name, Albright 
said any unilateral statements on issues reserved for 
the final-status peace talks, including the status of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, are · · courting 
disaster." 

******************** 

Then this appeared the next day: 

NOTE TO EDITORS: The 
following is a revised version 
of the flap over Hillary 
Clinton's remarks . It gives a 
slightly more analytical spin to 
the story. 

First lady' s 'Palestine' words: 
An intended shift in U.S. 
policy? 
By Matthew Dorf 

WASHINGTON, May 13 (JTA) -- Did Hillary 
Rodham Clinton send a message of support for a 
Palestinian state on purpose? 

Speaking during a satellite hookup with teen-agers 
in Switzerland last week, she said · • Palestine" or 
· · state" at least seven times. 

The White House contends she did not mean to 
signal a shift in U.S. policy when, in response to a 
question, the first lady said, · · I think it will be in the 
long-term interests of the Middle East for Palestine 
to be a state." 

But many Israeli officials and Jewish groups remain 
unconvinced. The statement has set off a fury in 
Israel and among many American Jews who saw the 
comment as another way to pressure Israel to make 
concessions in the peace talks. 

Intentional or not, Hillary Clinton's statement 
represents a major shift in U.S. policy, which for 
decades opposed the creation of a Palestinian state. 
Only after Israel and the Palestinians signed the Oslo 
accords earlier this decade did the United States say 
that statehood is a matter for negotiations between 



the parties. 

The question is whether that shift was intended. 

The White House said she was not speaking for the 
United States. 

But New York Times columnist William Safire 
expressed the opinion of many in the Jewish 
community when he wrote Monday that the White 
House denial of the first lady's statements · · was not 
merely implausible; it was laughable." 

Especia lly troubling, many Jewish and Israeli officials 
said, is the first lady's own reputation as a thoughtful 
and deliberate person. In the fallout from the 
statement, the organized Jewish community has 
asked President Clinton to respond personally. 

For their part, Palestinians and Arab leaders 
adopted it as a c lear American signal. 

· · we are very grateful to the first lady regarding the 
Palestinian state," Palestinian Authority Chairman 
Yasser Arafat said in Brussels this week. · 'This is a 
very important and clear signal." 

As Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
continues to seek President Clinton's promise that 
he would not recognize a threatened unilateral 
dec laration by Arafat of Palestinian statehood if the 
final-status talks do not conclude by their May 1999 
deadline, the first lady's statement hit Israel hard. 

The day after the first lady's comments, White 
House spokesman Mike Mccurry continued to 
distance the Clinton administration from the 
statement. 

· • That view expressed personally by the first lady is 
not the view of the president," said Mc Curry. 

· · This was not part of any kind of calculated 
strategy, and I think it speaks for itself when an 
immediate clarification is issued by her staff that this 
is something that she did not say in the context of 
any formal administration policy-making role," he 
sa id. 

When pressed on the issue, Mccurry said to 
laughter from the White House press corps, · · I 
expect that she will always continue to express her 
views, but I doubt that she'll be venturing into the 
Middle East peace process anytime soon." 



A letter from the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations to Clinton accepted 
the administration's disavowal of t he f irst lady's 
statement . But in a separate statement, the umbrella 
group said the president ' 'must make clear to 
Chairman Arafat that any unilateral declaration of a 
Pa lestinian state in violation of the Oslo accords 
would be rejected by the U.S. and not recognized ." 

For Israel and some Jewish groups, Secretary of 
State Madeleine Albright's comments on the issue at 
this week's news conference did not go fa r enough. 

Without mentioning the first lady by name, Albright 
said that any unilateral statements on issues reserved 
for the final-status peace ta lks, including the status of 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip, are ' 'courting 
disaster." 

The organizers of the Seeds for Peace conference, 
at which Hillary Clinton spoke, never thought the 
f irst lady would cause an international diplomatic · 
brouhaha. 

Long before the first lady's remarks, the 75 teens at 
the conference in Switzerland had grappled with the 
explosive issue of statehood. 

Incensed that their conference T-shirts listed their 
country of origin as ' 'PNA" for Palestinian National 
Authority when the other delegates got shirts that 
read Israel, Jordan, Egypt or the United States, the 
Palestinian representat ives covered PNA with tape 
and wrote ' 'Palestine." 

In a negotiated settlement, all the delegates covered 
their country's name with their name tags, leaving 
only a flag showing, according to source involved in 
the program. 

Then the first lady came on satellite television to talk 
to the delegates. 

As the Palestinian children asking quest ions gave 
their names and ' ' Palestine" as their country of 
orig in, WorldNet beamed back a caption w ith their 
name and ' ' Palestine" for Clinton to see. 

It was in response to a question that the first lady 
came out with her controversial remarks . 

(© Jewish Telegraphic Agency Inc. The above 
information is available on a read-only basis and 
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BYLINE: By KENNETH R. BAZINET Daily News Washington Bureau With Thomas M. 
DeFrank , Timothy J . Burger , Richard Sisk and Joel Siegel 

BODY : 
WASHINGTON Hillary Rodham Clinton yesterday hosted another gaggle of 

politicians, advisers and labor officials at the White House to pick their 
brains about what it would take to run for a New York Senate seat . 

The steady stream included Sen. Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.), Sen. Robert 
Torricelli (D-N .J.), Rep . Nita Lowey (D-Westches ter), AFL-CIO President John 
Sweeney and Harold Ickes, a former aide to President Clinton who is the First 
Lady"s key adviser on the potential race. 

The First Lady indicated "this is all happening too quickly for her," and 
said she "needs time , so we're going to slow it down for her," one participant 
told the Daily News. 

Schumer and Torricelli promised to talk to party activists and urge them to 
give Clinton time to decide. 

"This is the most important professional decision she will make, and it would 
be unfair to her, to New York and to the country for her to make a rush decision 
in a frenzied atmosphere , " Schumer said . 

But Torricelli, who has all but sent a moving van to the White House, vowed 
to work "as hard as possible" as chairman of the Democratic Senatorial Campaign 
Committee to recruit the First Lady to run . 

Lowey, who has said she will not run for the seat being vacated by retiring 
Sen. Daniel Moynihan if Hillary Clinton seeks it, added, "We agreed that the top 
priority is keeping Sen. Moynihan's seat Democratic." 

Earlier this week, the First Lady met with other New Yorkers, including 
Andrew Cuomo and Moynihan's wife, Elizabeth. She also spoke with political 
organizers in New York and top party operatives in Washington, aides said. 

Mayor Giuliani her would-be GOP opponent in a dream race tackled the subject 
while in Washington yesterday. 

"She excites a lot of interest , a lot of emotion," which would bring money 
pouring into her campaign coffers, Giuliani said, but her lightning-rod status 
"also makes it a lot easier to raise money" for Republicans, too. 
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One lightning-rod issue has been her past support for a Palestinian state. 

N. Y. Jewish Week is reporting in today ' s edition that she appeared to back 
away from her controvers i al stance in meeting with 25 rabbis at the White House 
on Tuesday . 

She reportedly told the group that the issue should be left to Israel and the 
Palestinians to decide . Her spokeswoman Marsha Berry told the paper that her 
"personal position" favoring a Palestinian state remained unchanged . 

But several rabbis said they thought she had reshaped her position. 

"She spoke . .. in terms agreeable to the ears that wanted to hear that that 
she meant the parties wi l l ultimately decide ," said Or thodox Rabbi Albert Gabbai 
of Philadel phia. 
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I-meeting New Yorkers all over the 
stare," said Mr. WolCSon who 
joined Mrs. Clinton's staff~ Sat­

: urday. He said she would start a 
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Moynihan's country home, this 
month. 
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Chuck Schumer.• 
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elbaum, said the Moynibart' news ' 
came as no swprise,to him. "We/tli 
confident that the mayor's-stio}Qi 

Lowey, ·his fonner employer, i, a 
member of the subconunittee of the. 
Bowe Appropriations Committee 
that handles aid to Israel. Having 

_ left Ms. Lowey's staff to help elect 
Mr. Schumer, Mr. Wolfson also 
played a pan in the most significant 
Democntic-.icrory in the Empire 

~ State of the 1990s - the defeat of 
. Senator D' Amato. Taken together 
Mrs. Clintbn's gestw-es represent 
<>Yertures to ·different fiefdoms in · 
the tialkanized•New York Demo-
aaticcommunity. · 

Mrs. Cliaton spoke to .the Agu, 
dath Israel of America ·delesation 
about the administration's effort to 
free the 13 Jews imprisoned in Iran 
on trumped-up charges of espi­
onage. She allo spoke of the admin­
istration's commitment to family 
and chlldren'• issues, said the 

j Aguda's executive vice president 
for government and public affairs, 

I David Zwiebel. . 
"She's clearly making an effort to 

learn the political ecology of the 
Jewish community in New York 
which is dilferent than in othe; 
States,n said the director o f the 
Taub Urban Resea.rch Center at 
New York University, Mitchell 

· Moss. "The Jewish community in 
New York io a complex network of 
communities, many of whom don't 
com.mun.icate with each other. 
~~e,, is no one Jewish voting 

The chainnan of the Young Jew• 
ish Leadership Pac, a Republican 
group. David Javdan, said !,frs 
Clinton-s effon to win Jews ove; 
would likely meet with some sue, 
cess. "WesawwithAJD'Amatothat 
a large portion ol the J ewish com­
munity Cavers Democrats,• Mr. Jav-
dan said. "I think it's a horrendous 
mistake. The Jewish community is 
being short-sighted in supporting 
people who don't support it• 

The director of Mr. Ciulia.ni's 

record on issues of imJ)Ottance"!b 
th.e Jewish communiiy will' meap 
that he will continue to recelVe 
•tro"8 •upport from -the·Je!rlWI. 
comm~ty. '!he mayor's positiad!, 
on semtnal 1'SUes to the JewiY, 
community li.ke the status·-« 
Jerusalem and the locatiotl' of th'!, 
,'\merican Embassy '.are unequivp. 
cal,• Mr. Teitelbaum said.' · ; .,,, 

A, Democratic political ~ond 
tant, Hanle Sheinlcopf; said he i1111 • 
not think the first lady's m<>-.fll 
would be eDoQgh. "Having .fews~ 
front doesn't matter anymore. P'e'8-
ple have seen ,nine years of 'Sdt, 
Cele!.' Jews up fiont is an expect! 
given in New York,• Mr. SbeinJco· 
said. •tt's where you , rand 
Jerusalem; it's where you.srand a 
vouchers, where you stand on ihe 
appointment of Zogby, where yd& 
stand on a Palestinian state and 
where you stand on al-Maraya!Ji" 
Mr. Sbeinkopf said, referrlD& iffl 
several questions about Mrs. ClilJ:. 
ton's COMectlon to Clinton tdrnli!> 
istration positions 'that have riot 
been perceived as friendly 'to tlil! 
Jewish community. · ,-,If, 

President Clinton invoiced' a 
nadonal security waiver to avoi3 

1 impJementini a law that Wouia 
have otherwise requil'ed him tf> 
move Amf!rica's embassy in !i 
to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv by· 
31.Joseph Zogby Is a former aide 

' !h~oa.nant -~<>l tta~~ 
·,Near'Eu!em llffilrs;Martin ~­

Mr. Zogby 'J>llbllshed article, ,ai 
citing Israel and the Oslo w · 
ment. Salam al-Marayati is . 
director of the Musllm Pubh ' 

I Affairs C:ouncil-Los Angeles. wbil 
was appointed to the National Corii 
~on on Terrorism. _ _ 

The' execunve dliect\,," of Ameri­
cans for a Safe Israel; Helen Freedl! 
man, is drculatiD& an cipinlon pie<-'!!' 
aiticizini Radassah for planning ti!! 
give Mrs. Clinton its Hentiettil 
Swld Award. Ms. Freedman wrot11> 
•Hadassah', decision to·give thSC 

· 1999 Henrietta Szold award, .. tll> 
Hillary Clinwa ... is offensive, to at> 
lovers of Zion. .lt is the antithesis dfi 
Zionism.• Ms. Freedman, a membeft 
of BAdassah, also charged tbai the 
group "is viola.tiD& its own testrlc• 
tions about 'prohibiting the exteil'3 
sion of any award or honor to at 
candidate for e lectin •o(fice. -.,S 
Americans Cor a Sale Israel is pla.rln 
ning a July 14 demonstration·a'cl 
Hadassah headquaners. · • 1d 

Ms. Freedman provided the Foi''! 
ward with a Radassab memo dare:!!.. 
June 3, 1999, "?'e: Tallcing Points on 

llilliry Rodham' Cllnron's Chioi" A$ Our 1999 Henrietta SzoldiA 
Recipient.• One talking' poi 
states: "Hadassah .1uppon.s 
democratically elected governm · 
of lsrttL The government corui 
the Pales1inians to be its peace' · 
nen and has gone on record in sup-· 
port of negotiatiD& t.,_ds a final 
status of a Palestinian entlty~ol 
Another ralJcing point makes tljs., 
claim that "Henrietta Szold ... was 'SJ 
favor oC a bi-national state f~'At 
by Jews and Palestinians.• _ ~ 

Ms. Freedman pointed out r!aj
8 Szold died prior to the eStablis!f
8 ment of Israel. , · no 

Asked about the flap, :Iii, 
spokesman for Hadassah, Roberij;; 
Elliott, provided the Forward '!"t!i3'b 
statement in the• na_me of. thJUi 
group's national pre!ident..Maru... 
lene Post. "We are 300,000 .womei,.,, 
who constitute the largesr womel\;•· 
organization in the counuy_ an 
come from a·•ariety of politic 
opinions and background&,• ~­
Post said. "There is a ~ority %, 
our memben, and some are part l\'i,j 
an outside orchestrated tampalg,,,• 
who ha~ ezpressed si:car dlssa~" 
faction in Mrs. Clinton's &electioii'.'1 
This is to be expected in any large 
":"d diverse membership orpniza-7 
~~n." -

On the question of Hadassah's tax 
statuS, Ms. Elliott provided the 1'.o" I 
ward with a statement of opiruon ! 

ed by a rax attorney, D. Benson I tesdahl. ~1nvtting•Ms. Clinton to. 
receive the Henrietta Szold Award., 
and opeak to the Hadassah audi-

• ence is not a violation of Internal 
Revenue Code,• Mr. Tesdah,l's 

. statement says. "There is no~ 
-about this particular bllJ1Wlltanan 

1 award ceremony rha~ shows a_n 
. intent by Hadas&ah to 10tervene 10 

a political . campaign. _Indeed, 
Hadassah bas gone out of tts way to 
avoid any appeara,ice,of tmpropn·, 

"!!::_ 
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Did you see this? 
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Hillary Breaks With Bill Over Issue of Jerusalem, Vowing Fight for 
Capital 

First Lady Sends Letter to Ganchrow Calling City 'Eternal and 
Indivisible' 

By SETH G ITELL 

FORWARD STAFF 

WASHINGTON - In a substantive break with the policies of her husband the 
president, Hillary Rodham Clinton is calling Jerusalem "the eternal and 
indivisible capital of Israel." 

The first lady's statement came in a letter to the president of the 
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America, Dr. Mandell Ganchrow. 
The letter, a copy of which was obtained by the Forward, was a reply to 
a June 8 inquiry from Dr. Ganchrow asking whether she considered 
"Jerusalem to be the indivisible eternal capital of Israel." 

Mrs. Clinton's position on Jerusalem is drawing attention as she 
prepares for a four-day swing through upstate New York beginning at the 
Oneonta farm of Senator Moynihan. One of the questions attending Mrs. 
Clinton's candidacy for the Senate seat to be vacated when Mr. 
Moynihan's term expires at the start of 2001 is the extent to which the 
first lady will be able to separate herself from her husband's policies. 
She began to do that last week, when she appeared to side with Senator 



Schumer and a New York labor union against President Clinton's proposals 
on Medicare, which would reduce federal subsidies for New York teaching 
hospitals. Her comments on Jerusalem signal a willingness to differ with 
her husband's policies on a second issue that is of importance to an 
important New York constituency, Jewish voters. 

"I personally consider Jerusalem the eternal and indivisible capital of 
Israel," Mrs. Clinton wrote Dr. Ganchrow. "If I am chosen by New Yorkers 
to be their Senator, or in whatever position I find myself in the years 
to come, you can be sure that I will be an active, committed advocate 
for a strong and secure Israel, able to live in peace with its 
neighbors, with the United States Embassy located in its capital, 
Jerusalem." 

Mr. Clinton has been wildly popular with New York voters and with Jewish 
voters, carrying the Empire State in the 1992 Democratic primary as well 
as in the 1992 and 1996 general elections with wide margins among Jewish 
voters. So Mrs. Clinton, like Vice President Gore, who finds himself in 
a similar situation, does not need to distance herself too much. Still, 
Mrs. Clinton's comments last year favoring Palestinian statehood without 
the usual caveats about demilitarization and negotiation with the 
Israelis unnerved some centrist Jewish organizations. (The first lady 
has since modified her stance on the statehood issue, saying it is a 
matter for negotiation between the parties.) Leaders of some of those 
same Jewish organizations are now expressing appreciation for Mrs. 
Clinton's stance on Jerusalem. 

Mrs. Clinton wrote that the timing of any move of the American embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem "must be sensitive to Israel's interest in 
achieving a secure peace with its neighbors. I will never countenance 
any action that would endanger Israel's security." She concluded: "I 
would welcome the opportunity to meet with representatives of the 
Orthodox Union." 

Mrs. Clinton's recognition of Jerusalem as Israel's capital presents a 
striking contrast to the views of Mr. Clinton's State Department and 
National Security Council. Mr. Clinton recently exercised a national 
security waiver contained in a law that would otherwise have required 
him to move the embassy to Jerusalem. Asked if Mr. Clinton believed that 
Jerusalem was Israel's "eternal and indivisible capital," a spokesman 
for the National Security Council, Colonel P.J. Crowley, said, "We 
recognize Tel Aviv as the capital. As for Jerusalem, it is our view that 
issues regarding Jerusalem need to be resolved as part of final status 
issues" in the negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian Arabs. 
Colonel Crowley added, "The president's view was reflected in his recent 
decision on the Jerusalem Embassy Act." 

As for the State Department, it has long recorded the birthplace on the 
passports of Americans born in Jerusalem - even western Jerusalem, which 
has been part of Israel since the state was founded in 1948 - as simply 
"Jerusalem," rather than, "Jerusalem, Israel." The State Department's 
deputy special Middle East coordinator, Aaron Miller, was asked recently 
at an audience before an American Jewish group to name the city in 
Israel that is Israel's capital. Mr. Miller would say only that Israel 



claimed its capital in Jerusalem. The controversy stems partially from a 
1947 U.N. General Assembly resolution, 181 , which envisioned Jerusalem 
as a corpus separatum, an international city outside of Israeli control. 
The resolution was never implemented, but Arab diplomats have lately 
been trying to revive it as a basis for final status talks with Israel. 

In an interview, Dr. Ganchrow said, "There is a lot of significance to 
this letter. It is the first time she has used the words 'eternal and 
indivisible."' 

Dr. Ganchrow provided the Forward with a copy of his response to Mrs. 
Clinton's missive. "We are very pleased that you pledge your active 
committed advocacy for a strong and secure Israel as we are gratified by 
your stated view that Jerusalem is the eternal and indivisible capital 
of the State of Israel." 

Dr. Ganchrow also raised a question about Mrs. Clinton's reference to 
the "timing" of the move. "The timing of such a move is an issue that we 
look forward to discussing with you," Dr. Ganchrow wrote. "Five years 
have passed without fulfillment of the United States law that, indeed, 
confirms your position that Jerusalem is the eternal indivisible capital 
of Israel. And yet, the move has not been made and the Administration 
continues to stall in its implementation. The law does not link the move 
to the completion of the peace process." 

Dr. Ganchrow wrote to Mrs. Clinton, "How you would vote as Senator 
regarding removing the President's waiver powers on the move to 
Jerusalem, is certainly an issue for discussion." 

A bipartisan group of lawmakers, including Senator Lieberman, a Democrat 
of Connecticut, and Senator Kyl, a Republican of Arizona, are working on 
legislation to express their anger at Mr. Clinton's waiver of the law. 
One option involves withholding funding from the State Department. 
Another provides for an amendment to the law that strikes the waiver 
provision altogether. 

The head of Mayor Giuliani's Senate exploratory committee, Bruce 
Teitelbaum, said, "As a candidate for the U.S. Senate from New York, 
one's position on these issues is of paramount importance to the Jewish 
community." Mr. Teitelbaum said the mayor had already taken a strong 
position on Jerusalem. "There are many issues regarding the status of 
Jerusalem. One is the location of the U.S. Embassy. Two is the matter of 
a unified Jerusalem under Israeli control and, overall, the status of 
Jerusalem," Mr. Teitelbaum said. 

A senior adviser to Mr. Moynihan who helped craft the original Jerusalem 
Embassy Act, David Luchins, praised the first lady's statement. "The era 
of legislation is over. We now need allies to get the administration to 
follow the law of the land," said Mr. Luchins, who met with Mrs. Clinton 
last month. "What better ally could we have than the first lady?" 

The executive vice chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations, Malcolm Hoenlein, called Mrs. Clinton's 
statements "helpful." "We welcome any reaffirmation of the view that 



Jerusalem is Israel's capital," he said. 

Mr. Hoenlein criticized the White House for calling Tel Aviv Israel's 
capital. "No one ever said Tel Aviv is the capital of Israel. Our 
embassy may be there, but it is U.S. law that Jerusalem is the capital. 
The statement by Mr. Crowley is contrary to American law and is totally 
unacceptable," Mr. Hoenlein said. 

[Colonel Crowley called back on Wednesday to amend his statement, saying 
now, "Israel considers Jerusalem its capital. The United States does not 
take a position."] 

The national director of the Anti-Defamation League, Abraham Foxman, 
said , "Thank God, sometimes politics play in favor of what's the right 
thing. It looks like she's planning to run in New York. That's what 
democracy is all about. It's good to have her on our side." 

The national president of the Zionist Organization of America, Morton 
Klein, praised part of Mrs. Clinton's statement, but also raised 
questions about it. When her quotes were first read to him, Mr. Klein 
said, "She really wants to be a senator from New York." He added, 
however, that Mr. Clinton had issued a similarly strong statement during 
the 1992 presidential campaign. "I consider this as the same as the 
other Clinton's position when the other Clinton was running for office 
in 1992," Mr. Klein said. Mr. Klein also challenged Mrs. Clinton's 
referring to the timing of the embassy move. "When they're saying it's 
not the right time, they're talking about giving in to Arab threats. 
It's simply caving in to threats of terror," Mr. Klein said. 



Hillary Clinton Backs Israel On Jerusalem 
REUTERS 11.57 a.m. ET (1559 GMT) July 8, 1999 

WASHINGTON - First lady Hillaiy Rodham Clinton, breaking with U.S. 
official policy, told an 01thodox Jewish organization based in New York that she 
considers Jerusalem "the eternal and indivisible capital oflsrael." 

She also promised that, if New Yorkers elected her to the U.S. Senate, she 
would suppo1t a strong Israel and favor moving the U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv 
to Jerusalem, she said. 

She took the uno1thodox policy positions in a letter to the Orthodox Union dated 
July 2 and obtained by Reuters Thursday. The 01thodox Union represents about 
750 01thodox Jewish synagogues across the United States. 

U.S. policy is that Israel and the Palestinians should decide the fate of Jerusalem 
in talks on "final status" issues, together with borders, refugees and Jewish 
settlements. 

U.S. leaders have said they do not want to see the city again divided, as it was 
between 1948 and 1967, but they have never pub I icly accepted the Israeli view 
that it is the "eternal and indivisible" capital of the Jewish state. 

Palestinians see the old eastern and mainly Arab pa.it of the city, captured by 
Israel in the 1967 war, as the capital of a future independent Palestinian state. 

A U.S. official desc1ibed Hillaiy Clinton's letter as "untimely," coming just as a 
new lsraeli government has raised hopes of progress in Middle East talks. 

The first lady, who is exploring the possibility of running for the Senate in New 
York next year, made the promises in response to a letter on June 8 from 
Mandell Gan ch row, the president of the 01thodox Union. 

Ganchrow asked if she considered Jerusalem to be the indivisible eternal capital 
of Israel and if she would vote to deprive the U.S. president of his authority to 
delay the process of moving the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem. 

The retiring senator whose seat she would contest, Daniel Patrick Moynihan, has 
been strongly pro-Israeli. He was one of the sponsors of the 1995 legislation 
which called on the administration to move the embassy by May 31 this year. 

"J personally consider Jerusalem the eternal and indivisible capital of Jsrael, and l 
admire the leadership shown by Sen. Moynihan on this issue," Clinton answered. 

"Ifl am chosen by New Yorkers to be their senator, ... you can be sure that I will 
be an active, committed advocate for a strong and secure Israel able to live in 



peace with its neighbors, with the United States Embassy located in its capital , 
Jerusalem," she added. 

Hillary Clinton added one condition for the embassy move. "The timing ... must 
be sensitive to Israel's interest in achieving a secure peace with its neighbors," she 
wrote. 

The letter did not take a posi tion on whether the president should have the right to 
delay a move. 

Her husband, President Clinton, used his waiver power in June, saying the 
embassy must stay in Tel Aviv for the moment "to protect our critical national 
security interests, most crucially in preserving the prospects for a comprehensive, 
just and lasting peace." 

An embassy move at this stage would infmiate Palestinians and other Arabs, who 
refuse to recognize Jsrael's unilateral annexation of East Jerusalem and continue to 
consider it occupied tenitory subject to the Geneva conventions. 

Hillary Clinton's previous intervention in Middle East politics was also 
controversial , in the opposite direction. 

In May 1998 she said a Palestinian state should emerge from Palestinian self-rule 
in Gaza and the West Bank. The White House said her remark reflected her 
personal opinion and did not mark a change in U.S. policy. 

The Otthodox Union said it was releasing her letter because "it is crucial that the 
Jewish community of New York be infmmed of her opinions concerning Israel 
and Jerusalem." 

Her possible Republican rival for the Senate seat, ew York City Mayor 
Rudolph Giuliani, has won over many fotmerly Democratic Jews with strongly 
pro-Israeli positions. 

comments@newsdigital .com 
(Q 1999, News America Digital Publishing, Inc. d/b/a Fox News Online. 

Al l tights reserved. Fox ews is a registered trademark of 20th Century Fox Film Corp. 

© Reuters Ltd. All tights reserved 
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Record Type: Record 

To: Toby C Graff/WHO/EOP@EOP 

cc. 
Subject: 

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton expressed 
support for Jerusalem as the "eternal and 
indivisible capital of Israel" in a July 2 letter to the 
Orthodox Union. In the letter, which was released 
on Wednesday, Clinton also endorsed moving the 
U.S. Embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem, but said "the timing of such a move 
must be sensitive to Israel's interest in achieving a 
secure peace with its neighbors." Earlier this year, 
Clinton tried to distance herself from her previous 
support for a Palestinian state, saying that the issue 
should be left to final-status negotiations between 
the two parties. 
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HADASSAH, The Women's Zionist Organization of America 

Hadassah, the Women' s Zionist Organization of America, selected Hillary Rod.ham Clinton for 
its highest humanitarian honor, the Henrietta Szold Award, for the First Lady's lifetime work on 
behalf of women and children. Henrietta Szold, a Baltimore-born educator and humanitarian, 
founded Hadassah to answer an emergency medical crisis affecting women and children living in 
historic Palestine. Hadassah is extremely proud to honor the First Lady in this way. According to 
National President Marlene E. Post: " We can think of no more appropriate rec ipient than the 
First Lady for this year' s Henrietta Szold Award." 

Background 

• Hadassah is a humanitarian, service-oriented organization that supports major medical, 
educational, and social service institutions in Israel and promotes educational and other 
volunteer activities in this country. 

• Hadassah is the largest women's, largest Jewish, largest Zionist organization in the U .S. with 
over 300,000 members in chapters an.d units in every Congressional district. 

• As a Zionist organization, we profoundly beliteve in the centrality of Israel and act on oui: 
principles through good deeds. In the last four years we have sent $18 8 million to Israel; this 
year Hadassah sent more teens to Israel than any North American program has ever sent. 

• The decision to select the First Lady for the Henrietta Szold Award was reached by an 
overwhelming majority vote of the organization's democratically elected legislative body. 
Because of the First Lady' s overwhelming popularity with Hadassah members, the awards 
banquet is oversold with a record attendance. 

• Toe award was established in 1949 when its first recipient was Eleanor Roosevelt. Among 
the recipients in the last 50 years have been physicians, statesmen, elected officials and other 
humanitarians. Some examples: Elie Weisel; Dr. Christian Barnard; Simone Weil; George 
Schultz; Jeanne Kirkpatrick; Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres. 

• As a humanitarian, service~oriented volunteer organization, Hadassah is non-partisan in 
nature and as such does not endorse or promote the candidacy of any individual seeking 
political office. The decision to select the First Lady was made last September, long before 
her interest in running for public office was known. We are giving her this award for 
hwnanitarian reasons and in no way endorse her potential candidacy or any aspect of her 
platform. 

Press conta~t information: 
Hadassah Press Center: Chevy Chase Room at Washington Hilton; Roberta Elliott, Hadassah 
Public Affairs Director; Lauren Gelfond, Assistant Director: (202) 797-4841 /2/3 
DCS Group: Joe Wagner, Peter Mirijanian, Chris Fillip; (202) 484-2776 
Rabinowitz Media: Steve Rabinowitz; Hadass Tesber: (202) 547-3577 
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HADASSAH 50 WEST 58 STREET NATIONAL Susan Mark, Chair 
THE WOMEN'S NEW YORK CITY DEPARTMENT OF 
ZIONIST NEW YOR~ PUBLIC AFFAIRS Roberta Elliott, Director 
ORGANIZATION 10019 212.303.8155 PHONE 
OF AMERICA, INC. WWW.HADASSAH.ORG 212.303.4525 FAX l.a.Jren Gelfa,d, Asst. Dir. 

Press Contact: Roberta Elliott (lll) 303-8153; Lauren Gelfo,nd (212) 303-4505 

FIRST LADY TO RECEIVE HENRIETTA SZOLD AW ARD FROM HADASSAB 
Jf.onored for her commitment to women 'J heaUh, children's welfare, educaiton and human rights 

(Washington, DC -- July 25, 1999) -- First Lady Hillary Rod.ham Clinton will receive 
the Henrietta Szold Award, Hadassah' s highest honor, Tuesday evening, July 27, at the 
85th National Convention of Hadassah, the Women's Zionist Organization of America, to 
be held in Washington, DC. On the fiftieth anniversary of the award, the First Lady is 
being honored for hez: vision and commitment to woi:n,en' s health, children' s welfare, 
education and human rights. 

Since its establishment in 1949, the humanitarian award has honored a woman or man 
who represents the ideals and beliefs of Henrietta Szold, the founder of Hadassah. The 
recipie n t }uu; traditionally b een a world le~.der o r ~ promin,.u.t :6.g nr.P. i.n :-l v:-ln.P.ty o f tiP.lti.(: 

First recipient of the Henrietta Szold Award was Eleanor Roosevelt. Over the years, 
doctors, statesmen, elected officials and other humanitarians have received the award. 

Mrs. Clinton is the founder of the Arkansas Advocates for Childnn. She has volunteered 
her e,q:,ertise at the C.hik:l.ren's Derense Fund and the AIIfflcan Bar Association 
Commi':lsion on Women in th! Professi>o. As First Lady, she has cham,pionc;d ~reased 
irnmµni.zat ion.s for preschool-ag~ children, innovative prenatal care, and public awareness 
oft ll! impact oftob~on. children.'Her advocacy work was central to the passage of the 
Adoption and Safe Family Act of 1997. As a good will aoi,assador abroad, Mrs. Clinton 
p romct(?-5 equality in education for girls and boys, micro:redit as a means to economic self­
sufficiericy , aoo the development of voluntary sectors in emerging democracies. 

Mrs. Clinton' s name was placed into nomination for this award in September, 1998, long 
before her intent ions t o e:xp lore a Senate cardidacy in New York were known. She was 
approved overwb!lm.ingly by the Greater Metropolitan Area Board ofHadassah, one of its 

MORE 
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key g:,veming oodies. As a 501 C3 organization, Hadassah is prevented from taking 
partisan support on behalf of any individual candidate. By awarding her its highe.t honor, 
t he arganizatioo is endorsing only her humanitarian activities axxi values and not her 
potential candrlacy, or any aspect of it. 

" We are ~remely proud to be giving this awa-d to the First Lady. I can think of no more 
apprq:i riate recipient thoo she. Her interests in the welfare of women and children rrurror 
those of our visionary founder, Henr~ta Szold," said M a-lene E. Post , National Presi~nt 
of Ha::.l.assah. In addition, she pointed out, that because of the First Lady ' s overwhelming 
pop ulmty with Hadassah members, the awards b~quet is oversold with a reoord 

atteooance. 

Henr):tta Szold, bom in 1860, begai her life of public service n her native Baltimore and 
ended it in her belove.d Palestine in 1945. A teacher of English c:5 a second language to 
Russian immigrants, she later becan:e the editorial secretary of the Jewish Publica!icn 
Socicty and the first wormn to study at the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York. In 
1912, the Jewish study group she hai earlier organized with twelve women friends became 
Hadassah, founded to bring public ~th services to pre-state Israel. Am.ongHadassah's 
first actions was to send two tr~d nurses to hlstori; Palestlll! to combat the trachoma 
(eye disease) epidemic ramp ant among children and to provide nursing mother.; and their 
babies with fresh, pastem:ized milk 

From those earliest beginning.,;, Ha.dassah has grown into the largest women's, lar~st 
Jewish and larEJ?St Zionist organization in the U.S. With 306,000 women in 1,500 chapters 
and units in every Con,gressional district, the organizaion supports a network oflsraeli 
health, educatbn and youth instih.tions, plus an extensive program of health educatbn, 
Jewish education, social action, ccmmunity volunteerismprojects in the U .S 

Fallowing the presen~ation of the Henrietta Szold Award to the First Lady, two y oung 
Israelis will gve citations to Mrs. Clinton (see attached release). In addition, Bonoie Lipton, 
of Pittsfield, MA, will be inaugurated.as the 22'ld Natxmal Presnent ofHa:iassah (see 
attached release) and Ronald Lauder, Chainnan of the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations, will offer bis greeting5. 

-###-

Hadassah , lbe Women's Zionist Organization ofAmcrica,is the larges t 
wom e n's and largest Jewish organization in the US. In Israel it supports the 

Hadassah Medical Organization, youth and education institutions, 
reforestation and parks development. ID tbe·US it promotes women's health 

education, community vo)unteerism, social action and advocacy, J ewish 
education and research, partnersbjps with Israel, and the Young Judaea youth 

movement. 
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You.og Israelis Joi n Hadassab in DC to Honor First Lady 

WASHINGfON, DC, July 21, 1999- Tvvo young Israelis v.ho credit Hadassah with saving t heir 
Lives are join ing the organization on July 27 in Washington, DC to honor First Lady Hillary 
Ro~ham Cli.nton for her humanitarian wcHk. 

Ziv Hazanovsky of Jerusalem, known for his heroic efforts that saved a bus-load of children 
from a suicide born ber, will present the First Lady with a tablet carved with a dove, ex.plaining hi s 
hopes that the peace process cont inue. 

In October of 1998, the 26-yea.r-o ld reserve soldier was_escorti ng a busload of 44 children, ages 
6- 1 4, to school. Hazan ovsky 8"'erved his jeep and intercepted a suicide bomber trying to drive 
170 pounds of e~plosives iota the bus. Haz.anovsky, who was not e~pected to survive his 
numerous injuries from th,e blast, made an inspiring recovery at Hadassah Hospital. His remarks 
at Hadassah's 85 th National Convention will include: 

"At first, no oo.e thought I would live. As time went on, oo one thought I would walk. With 
the help of Hadassah you see that I'm here today. I'm alive. I can stand. l can walk. Maybe 
someday I will run. Otten, I think of those kids in the bus. The terrorists who tried to blow 
them up wanted to destroy tbe peace process. The peace process must continue. 

"Mrs. Hillary Clinton--In the memory of Yitzhak Rabin, aod on behalf of all of us who have 
been. touched by Hadassah as a bridge for peace, it is my honor to present you with this dove, 
a traditional symbol of peace. Your efforts for peace in the Middle East are appreciated by 
all of us whose lives are at stake.'' 

Another young Israeli will also honor the First Lady. for her advocacy v.ork on behalf of 
children. Liz Arv iv, a 17-year-o ld living jo a. Hadassah 's Meir Shefeya youth village in Israel, 
will present Mrs. Clinton with a plaque thanking her for " her lifelong devotion to children the 
wor.1.d over." 

Arv iv, who credits her health and -well-being to the Hadassah youth village that raised her, will 
exp lain to the First Lady, " I hear you wrote a book: called It Takes A Village. Well, Mrs. 
Clinton, I was raised by av illage--by a Hadassah youth village. They saved my life and gave me 
hope in the future again." Arviv grew up with Hadassah after her father abandoned home and 
ended up in j ail, her relationship with her mother soured, and she turned to drugs for comfort . 

Hada$ah is honoring Fir~ Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton at their 8511, Natpnal Convention with the 
Henrietta Szpld A ward, paying tribLte to her humanitarian service on behalf of women, children and 
social welfare. The First Lady's appearance v.iU be the h igh J?Oint of the four-day convention, YAlich 
will be attended by 2,500 delegates from the US or~ni:za.tioo. Hadissah-the largest Jewish and largest 
Zionist organization in the U~-supports Israel' s Hadas,ah Medical Organization, Hadassah College of 
Technology; Hamssah Career Counseling Institute, and Youth Aliyah villages Hadassah also partners 
witb The Jewish National Fund (Keren Kayemet Le' lsrael) to build public parks and plant trees in 
Israel. 

II## 
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FOR lMMEDIATE RELEASE Phcto contact: RobertaElliott orLw.m:n Gelmd 202.797.4841 

HADASSAH HONORS THE JEWISH WOMEN IN CONGRESS 
Hillary Rodham Clinton to Speak Tuesday 

WASHINGTON, DC, July 25, 1999 - Hadassah, the Women's Zionist Qrgari,;zatjoo of 
America, honored the five Jewish women of Congress during the opening ceremonies of its 
85th National Convention in Washington, DC Sunday night. \ 

I, 

Hadassah National President Marlene E. Post (far left] chats with U .S. Reps. Jan ~chakowsky 
(D-IL) [in red] and Shelley :Berkley (D-NV) [in black] and with Sen. Barbara Boxe\ (D-CA) 
[far right). The "Every Action Counts'' congressional award pays homage to the w?men as 
model qitizens who set the highest example of participation in American civic life. \ Sen. 
Dianne ·Feinstein (D-CA) and Rep. Nita Lewey (D-NY) [not pictured] also received \the 
~~ \ 

"l don't think there's ever been an occasion in which women of the same religious heritage 
in Congress have been honored by an organization," Sen, Feinstein told the delegates. 

" Hadassah has always encouraged its01embers to be active and vocal citizen~" Post said. " At a 
time wlwn all "'°me.n continue to be underrepresented in official policy-setting arenas, the 
JeVvil:h women of Congress serve as ilea! role models. They are strong advocates on issues of 
concern. to women, tb.e Jewish community and Israel." 

All five Members of Congress are also Life Members of Hadassah. 

Tuesday night the delegates are scheduled to bear from First Lady Hi!Jary Rodham Clinton, 
who will receive the organization' s highest honor, the Henrietta Szold Award. 

Hadassah, The Women's Zionist Organization of America is the largest Jewish and largest 
women's organization in the US. Hadassah promotes health education, volunteerism, social 
action and advocacy, Jewish education and research, and the Young Judaea youth 
movemem. In Israel, Hadassah supports medical care, medical research, educational and 
youth institutions, reforestation, and parks development. 

### 

Photo by Neal Freed. Its use is free and unrestricted. No courtesy necessary. 
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HADASSAH'S 85TH NATIONAL CONVENTION JULY 25-28, 1999 

... a nd I s et my rainbow In the clouds p »:l ,nm ,n'Uj7 nN... WASHINGTON, O.C 

fu ~ R.elea9'!, Press Ca-d3ct: Rcb:rtaEllictt (212) 303-8153; l..aun:n Gelfwd (212) 303-4505 

Convention Highlights at a Glance 

7:30-1 l pm 

SUNDAY, JULY 25 

OPENING SESSION: Multi-media show celebrating Hadassah projeccs and Jew1sh 
women in America from the 1600's. Special aw;ud ceremony honoring the Jewish. 
womeo of Congress: Sen. Dianne Feinstein. (D-CA), Sen. Barbara Bo;,cer (D-CA), 
Rep. Nira Lewey (D-NY), Rep. Janice Scbakowsky (D-Il.,); Rep. Shelley Berkley 
(D-NV). Greetings: Ambassador Zal.roao Sboval. 

MONDAY , JULY 26 

7:45-9am SHAJ-fARlT I HEBREW NAMING CEREMONY 

l0am-12 SESSION: FIRST AMENDMENT / RELIGIOUS RIGHTS . Speakers: 
Rep. Jerrold L. Nadler (D-NY) ; Bany Lynn, Exec. Dir., Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State; Rabbi David Saperstein, Religious Action 
Cente.r Director; Howard Kurtz. Washington Post. 

lOa m, 12 SESSJON: GENETIC DISCRIMIN ATION. Speakers: Rep. Lo uise 
Slaugbter (D -NY): Dr. Francis Collins, Human Geooo:ie Research Institute 
Director; Professor Karen Rothenberg, University of Maryland School of 
Law; Rabbi Gerald Wolpe. 

l0am-12 SESSION: HATE CRIMES / DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. Rep. Connie Morella 
(R-MD); Alice Cabana, Holocaust Survivor; Bonnie Campbell , Office of 
Vjolence Against Women. Department of Justice; Mon-is Casuto, San Diego 
Anti-Defamation League. 

1.30-3:30p.m SESSION: TERRORISM. Speakers: Sen. Carl Levin (D-Ml); Pt-of . Leonard 
Cole, Rutgers University; Charles A. Duelfer, Deputy EJ1:ecutive Chairman. 
United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM) on Iraq. 

I :30-3:30pm SESSION: PEACE PROCESS. Speakers: Ambassaoor Zal.man Shoval; 
Ambassador Marlin Indyk; AIPAC Exec. Dir. Howard Kohr; Jerusalem Report 
Editor David Horovirz. 

l :30-3:30pm SESSION: JEWISH HEROINES . S_peak.ers: .Au thor Naomi Ragen; Author 
Suruba Wehsler; Linda Sher, Founder/Director of Special Projects Joint 
Action Committee; Sbulamit Reinharz, Director of Hadassah-sponsored 
luternational Research fnstitu.te on Jewish Women . 

7pm-12 FORUM & FILM: ATTORNEYS' COUNOL. Speakers: Sen. Edward 
Kennedy (D-MA); Washington State [osurance Com.missioner Deborah 
Senn. Legislative responses to hate crimes and the Holocaust. 
Documentary: "The Last Days" by Steven Speilberg, 9 :30pm. 

- more-
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7:45aro-12:30 

1 :30•2:45pm 

7:30-1 lpm 

TUESDAY, JULY 27 

DAY ON CAPITOL HILL. Meetings with Elected Officials . 

PLENARY : ISRAEL'S ECONOMIC CHALLENGES. Speakers: New York 
Times columnist Thomas Friedman; Ben Gurion University President, Prof. 
Avishay Braverman; Hebrew Univei:sity's Director o f tb.e Lafer Center for 
Women's Studies, Galla Golan . 

BANQUET. Fi.est Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton to accept the Henrietta Szold 
Award. New Hadassa.b President to be invested. Performer: Neshama 
Cadebacb. Greetiug~: Ronald Lauder, Chairman. Conference of Presidents of 
Major American Jewish Organizations. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 28 
9:45-10:45pm SESSlON: RADASSAH LEADERSHIP ACADEMY, "Women Who Dared. " Ten 

simultaneous speakers: Metl'opolitan Opera star Roberta Peters, AMFAR Direclor 
Dr. Mathilde Krim, Tex.as Supreme Court Judge Ruby Sondock; AGUNAH founder 
Susan Ara.ooff; Shosbana Cardin, former Chair, Confere.ncc of Presidents of Major 
Jewish O.rgan.izations; Lilith Editox- Susan Weidman Schneider; author Ruth Gruber; 
Marcia Freedman, former Member of Knesset; Rabbi Lori Forman, Dir. of Jewish 
Resources, UJA-Federatioo; Edjtb Everen Stockbroker/lnvestment Counselor. 

11 :45am-2 :30 CLOSING LUNCHEON. Performers: Debbie Friedman, Peter Yanow. 

Opening, .Banguct, Plmaries & Cb;ing to be Aa:ornpanied By ~reterbrthe Deaf & Vde.o Broadca.'1 

BIOS AND PHOTOS AV AIL 4.J3LE U PON R E QUEST 

### 

Hadassah, the Women's Zionist Organization of America, Is tbe largest women's , largest 
Jewish and largest Zionist organization in the U.S. In hTael, it supports the Radassah 

Medical Organization, youth and education institutions, reforestation and parks development . 
In the U.S., it promotes women's health education, community -volunteerism, socfal action and 

advocacy, Jewish education and research, partnerships with Israel, and the Young .Judaea 
youth i:novement. 
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HADASSAH'S 85TH NATIONAL CONVENTION JULY 25 -28, 1999 

... a "d I set my rainbow in t h e c louds p v:i ,,,,,, , ,,'tlT,I m t.. . WASHINGTON, D .C. 

For Immediate Release, Press c.oatact: RobenaEUiott(212) 303..Sl53; Lauren Gelfund (212) 303-4505 

RADASSAH ANNUAL CONVENTION SET FOR WASHINGTON, DC, JUL y 25-28 
Hilla ry Clinton and Jewish Congresswomen to be Ho.no red ; 

S pecfol Advocacy Session Will Bring 2 ,000 Delegates to the llill 

(New York, NY - July 14, 1999) - First Lady Hi.Uary Rod.ham Clinton will top the list of 
government officiaJs, legislators, poJjcyrnakers and academic experts on the rostrum at 
Hadassah's Natiooal Convention, to be held Sunday, July 25 through Wednesday, July 28, 
1999 at the Washington Hilton and Towers, in Washington, DC. 

Making full IJSe of the vast resotU"ces in the nation's capita l, the 2,500 delegates t.o the 
organization's g5th National Convention will spend four days furthering their education, 
deliberating and advocating on U.S., Israeli and Zionist policy, voting on organizational 
governance issues, and celebrating the empowennent of Jewish women. 

• Setting tbe tone fo.r the days that follow, the convention' s kick-off event will honor the 
five Jewish women members of Congress: Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA); Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein (D-CA); Rep. Nita Lowey (D-~; Rep. Janice Schakowsky (D-IL); and Rep. 
Shelley Berkley (D-NV). 

• lo what may be one of tbe largest "Day on the Hill" events, some 2,000 participants will 
bring Hadassah's voice to Capitol Hill on July 27. During a morning of meetings with 
Senators and Representatives, Hadassah activists will ~iscuss genetic discrimination, 
hate crimes, the Middle East peace process and foreign aid. 

• Throughout the convention, the delegates will prepare for their role as advocates with 
sessions that will address First Amendment and religious rights, domestic violence and 
hate crimes, genetic discrimination, US foreign policy, weapons of mass aestruction and 
terrorism, Jewish values, and Israel and the peace process. Speakers will include 
Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs Martin lndyk; Sen. Edward 
Kennedy (D-MA); Rep. Connie Morella (R-MP); Rep. Louise Slaughter (D·NY); Rep. 
Jerrold Nadler (D-NY); journalists Thomas Friedman and Howard Kurtz; Director of the 
National Human Genome Research Institute Dr. Francis Collins; AIPAC Executive 
Director Howard Kohr; Rabbi David Saperstein; and Prof. A vishay Braverman, 
president of Ben Gurion University of the Negev. 

• The highpoint of the convention will be the annual awards banquet, Tuesday eveoi.ng, 
July 27. This year, First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will receive Hadassah's highest 
honor, tbe Henrietta Szold Award, named after the organization's visionary founder. 
Mrs. Clinton, the soth recipient since the award's establishment in 1949 (the first 
recipient was another first lady, Eleanor Roosevelt), is being honored for her vision and 
commitment to women's heal.th, children's welfare, education and human rights. 

- more-
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HADASSAH'S 85TH NATIONAL CONVENTION JULY 25 -28, 1999 

. .. and I set my rainbow in the clouds p)l:a ,nm ,n~ ""'·.. WASHINGTON, D.C . 

• At the same banquet, in the presence of the First Lady, Hadassah 's 22nd National 
President will be invested, having been elected by the delegates earlier in the day . 
Ronald Lauder, Chairman of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations, will offer his greetings. 

• On July 28, the Hadassah Leadership Academy, launched last year to t rain female 
leaders in the Jewish community, will celebrate " Giant Steps . . . Jewish Women Wbo 
Dared ." Ten simultaneous sessions, each spotlighting a Jewish woman trailblazer in her 
field, will incl.ude Metropolitan Opera star Roberta Peters, AIDS researcher and activist 
Dr. Mathilde K.rim, Susan Aranoff, founder of the movement to support agunot; 
communal leader Shoshana Cardin; former Knesset member Marcia Freedman; and 
author Ruth Gruber, amon_g others . 

This year ' s convention is chaired by Aanette Sondock of Houston, TX and co-chaired by 
Eddyse Kessler of Key Largo, FL. All n:iajor sessions will be signed for the deaf. For 
reg istration information, please call (877) 790-2676. 

# 1111 

Hadassah, the \Vomen's Zionist Organiuition of ~merica, is the largest women's, largest Jewish 
and la rgest Zionist organization in the U.S. In Israel, it supports the Hadassah Medical 

Organization, youth and education institutions, reforestation 1u;id parks development. In the 
U.S., it promotes women's health education, community volunteerism, soc.ial action and 

advocacy, Jewish education and research, par1nersbips with Israel, and the Young J udaea 
youth movcmeot. 
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H~lfary AS Th.e · EneJDY 
Hil,J.ary' Rodham Clinton is'not cveo a candidare 

·· yet in the New Ynck s.ena10ria1 raci: and al.ready she 
• ... · is ~ att1cke<J by some Jewish-groups as tbe po-

. ltnlia1 m10r ~ Palestioc. 
_- 1t is ~ thal she tw made comments in lhci)ait 

supportive'(?f P'dtesrioian ~ but regardless of 
where me· stands on the i~ and a host of otheni, 

. we think it is unwise for respoosible members of the 
Jewish community ·co demonae her, particularly at 

this-early stage. 
Cintoo has evoked itrong reactions from people, 

pTQ and con, since coming to WashiQgtoo in 1993. 
Qi~cs aclaiowledge that she is very bright; support­
ers admit that she can be quite head.strong. Bu< our is­
sue &ere is oot to dettnnine whetl>et or not she would 
be an·ide;t.1 candidate fur I.be local Senate race. That's 
up to the Democratic Party. 

What concans us is this earty attempt to portray 

her ti a pro-Arab-and by im~on, anti-Israel 
- pot.eoti.al caruiida.te.. 

Mairumam Jewimo,ganiz.atioos left, rigbtul~­
ler on the political sp~:uu.aibaYC cbJe ao exa:lleol j~ 

· ove.r~ years of cdocaliog ~ aoCI WOOlCll.in gov­
emment about Im.cl as a demoaaoc.ally of !he U.S. 
Through sponsored trips {O the Jewish• and 01ha 
lobbying efforts. lcada:s ~four oommunity have un,. 

denooredthe~thal lszaclis a Y;lhtnt1-tiood~ 
oom in the~ deqiy ooou:niD.cd to peace ooi with 
serious and very real ()()(}CCl1laabou1 nationa1 iOClnty. 

Ointon 's cxpcltise IO date bas bccrl domestic CllUU 
· than fo~cign policy issues. We think ii would be far 
wiser, and m>re etfc:cti.ve, to reach-OW.~ 9CIClc fO cd- · 
ucate t;,er about Israel's goals and WOJries ratbecthan 
to·cast her as the enemy of lhe Jewish people. thus 
~g up barriers in.stead of bridges even before she 
becomes a candidate. 

. .. 
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Hadasah ·squeezed On Hillary Hono.r 

Hadassah, the huge incemation~I women's Zionisc organi­
i ation, is feeling che heat for ics decision to give first lady 
Hillaty Clinton lhe group's highest award ar its national con­
ve1uion in July . 

.But Hadassah leaders are sticking with their board's deci­
sion despite opposition by what they say is a small minoricy. 

· Morton Klein, president of the 
Zionist Organi.zalion of America. in­
sisted chat the awtird is ioappropri~ 
ate . In respo nse 10 rhe H ada/\5ah 
invi1acion, he 5aid " we have in­
formed our members around the 
country that ('Clinton) personally in­
vited Arab and MuJilim groups who 
have pµblicly prai!'ied !-lama~ and . 
Hezbollah to the White House. She 
h_as given credibility aod legitimacy 
to groups who are not only hosti le 
t-0 Israe l, but w·ho have praised Is­
rael's eflemies." 
· He aJ~ pointed to Clinton's stale• 

ments last yearexpres1,ing support for 
full Palesrini<!f! 1Hatehood, and said i t 
_is inappropriate for a Zionist group to 
honor her. 

Marlene Post, the group's national 
president, expressed.oucrage at what 
she said is an orchestrated campaign 
to give ll)e humanitarian award a po-
litical charge. , . Hadassah'.s recognition of first lady HIiiary 

ClinlDn causes lleated debate in ~wish 
comrwnitr. · 

"Ir's disgraceful chat anyone in the 
Je"".ish.com01'unity would'atcack an 
orgao!zation with our history. which 

invests so heavily in Israel and which has members from all 
part.~·ofthe Je,vish world.'' ::.he,sa.id. . 

.She .. i:aid·Hada,;s~ officials h~~e received several hundred 
I~ compl~ ning abour the awaJ4. 

.She rejecced ~ -charge lhat C linton is hostile to Jsi-.iel. 
"[ spent many-hour.5 with h_er d\Jringhervisit to Isra~I in 

~mber. and I o.nly heard positive commenti-," she said. 
·"She"ha., a definite. love of Israel. le is l.(Ue that she has been 

a ·supporter of certain solutions co the Palest~nilill problem, but 
so have been.a maJo_rity of Israeli voters." 

Lynn Turlc:irigton, a vice Pfe$ident of the Pt)ilad~lphia chap­
ter, said th.at "a 19( of us are going.to~ convention at lea.st in part 
.becau,,;e Ms. Clinton Wiil be there. She's a sa-cmg advocare.of the 

issues that Hadassah believes in ~ women, chil~; healltl care.'' 
More uncomfonabie,f~r the group is 't-v1s. Clinton ·s status 

as an a ll-but-anno'unced candida~c for-che Seoate from !'.'Jew 
York . . 

But Post ~aid 1hat •·•we.m.ade the decision back i'n Sep­
tember; ·we didn' t kno~:sh~-~~ funning for political ·office 
then."0 · · ' 
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Hillary C.durting]ewish Vote as Protesters_Pliin to BwnHadassah Cards 
By SETH GJTELL 

• 1:(JRWARJ)STAFF 

WASHINGTON - Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton is intensifying her 
push to court New York's J ewish 
voters for h·er effort to replace Sen­
a1or Moynihan, wlw is retiring. She 
met for two hours.with an Orthodox 
leader who is an aide to Mr. Moyni­
han, and she is naming a key J ewish 
aide to the staff of her exploratory 
comITiittee. 

Jo a meeting brokered by Mr. 
Moynihan's wife, Elizabeth, Mrs. 
Clinton met last wee k for two hours 

with a senior adviser to 'Mr. Moyni­
han, David Luchins. Following the 
meeting at che Moynihans' Wash­
ington apartment, Mrs. Clinton's 
explorator y committee appointed 
rhe chi"ef of scaff of Rep. Nita 
Lowey, Howard Wolfson, to serve as 
its spokesman; M.r. Wolfson han­
dled the press for Senator 
Schumer's successful 1998 Senate 
run. 

Mrs. Clinton also dropped by, 
unannounced , during a visit this 
week to the White House by the 
Agudath Israel of America, an 
Orthodox group. 

Mrs. Clinton is trying to overcome 
anger in the Jewish community 
over her 1998 statement in support 
of a Palestinian state . Thar state­
ment, which was prorested at the 
time eve-n by centrist groups such as 
the American Jewish Committee, 
l acked the usual caveats about 

OAVIDSCUU. 
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d emili tariz.a­
tion, and i t 
also di ff-ered 
with the offi­
cial American 
governmen1 
position that 
statehood is a 
matter for 
negotiation 
b e 1w ee11 
Israel and the 
Pales 1inian 
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slightly ad justed per statements on 
Palestinian state.hood, some J ews 
still hold it against her. This week, 
for instance, a group called Ameri­
cans for a Safe Israel was planning_ 
a public burning of Hadassah mem­
bers hip cards in protest of the 
women's organization's decision to 

h onor Mrs. Clinton with its Henriet­
ta Szold award. 

Mrs. Clinton aJ.so alienated some 
Jewish leaders by her rece n t 
app earance a t the White House 
with the Rev. AJ Sharpton and by 
her hosting at the White House of 
American Muslim and Arab groups 
that have been critical of America's 
support for Israel. Still, some politi­
cal analysts say Mrs. Clinton can 
ride he r record on women's and 
childreo's issues and education ro a 
strong showing amon,g a group of 
voters that has overwhelmi~gly 
suppo"rted her husband in the last 
two presideotial elections. More­
over , the recent election of Ehud 
.Barak in Israel may narrow the gaps 
between Mrs. Clinton's positions on 
Middle East matters and those of 
the Israeli government. That could 

. help push Mrs. Clinton, a Democrat, 
pasr her Jikely-Republicao oppo­
nent, Mayor Giuliani, who bas won 
strong support from New York Jew­
ish voters in two citywide races. 

''11le purpose of the meeting was 
to edacate 1\itrs. Clin ton as to the 
aspirations, concerns and needs of a 
significant ~egment of the Jewish 
community," said Mr. Luch:ins, the 

. Moynihan .aide .l\;h9. i ~ also ~ offi­
cer-in the Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America and in 
the J ewish Council for Public 
Affairs. "It's a long time, a year and 
a half. In a year and a half, Hillary 
Clinton is going to learn everything 
about New York We discussed spe­
cific things she can and should do. 
You're going to see a concerted 
effort to reach out.,. 

While declining to make a fonnal 
endorsement, Mr. Luchins said, " I 
will do whatever I legally can 10 

help her learn about the needs and 
interests of the ~ople ofNew York. 
I think she has the potential of 
being a superstar m the U.S. Sea­
ate." 

"She is seriously considering run­
oing," Mr. Wolfson told the For­
ward. "She is taking a lot of time 
meeting New Yorkers all over the 
s tate," said Mr. Wolfson, who 
joined Mrs. Clinton's staff last Sat­
urday. He said she would start a 
tour of New York, beginning at Mr. 
Moynihan's country home, this 
month. 

1\-fr. Luchins, in an inte rview with 
the Forward, declined to discuss the 
substaiice of ·his-6:>nversation mth 
ffie-'ff&ifa"cl '. 'lie1tid ~y/t'lowetier, 
~ '~~rltt~llnd:c.1~ ·on ·the' 
Jenisale'm 'issue. Tha-t's not going to 
be ao issue. She's going to be a wor­
thy successor in every w ay to Pat 
Moynihan. H she chooses to run for 
the Senate, she will do as well in the 
J ewish community- and better in 
the Onhodox community - than 
Chuck Schum.er." 

Mr. Luchins saJ.d he is not joining 
Mrs. Clinton's staff.·"! am not wr;irk­
ing for the first lady. I work for Ser>­
ator Moynihan, and we are worlang 
with the first lady to help her under­
stand and appreciate the citizens of 
New York slate and their inter­
ests," Mr. Luchins said. 

In addition to bringing eJCtensive 
experience with the gener al press, 
Mr.. Wolfson is deeply knowledge­
able about the Jewish community 
and issues relating ro Israel Ms. 
Lowey, his former employer, is a 
member of thesubcommiueeof the 
House Appropriations ·c ommit tee 
that hanclJes aid to Israel. Having 
left Ms. Lowey's .staff to help e.lect 
Mr. Schumer , Mr. Wolfson a1so 
played a part in the most significant 
Democratic victory in the Empire 
S:~:~ :;f t!;.z. l ~s .._ ~c <l-c::l eH( u; 
&;::. .1.-;;~ · ~ ~•- ''t..V1:· -. :fr :~l·~~f_°~,tf:-~•:-·~ 

Mrs. Clinton's gestures represent 
overtures to different fiefdoms in 
the balkanized New York Demo­
cratic community. 

Mrs. Clinton spoke to the Agu­
dath Israel ·of America delegation 
about the administration's effort to 
free the 13 J ews imprisoned in Iran 
on trumped-up charges of esp i­
onage. She also spoke of the admin­
istration's c.ommitment to family 
and chil dren's issues, said the 
Aguda's executive vice president 
for government and public affairs, 
David Zwiebel 

"She's clearly making an effort to 
learn the political ecology of the 
J ewish community in New Yor k, 
which is different than in 0th.er 
states," said the dir ector of the 
Taub Urban Research Center a1 
New York Uoiversity, Mitchell 
Moss. "The J ewish community in 
New York is a complex oecwork of 
communities, many of whom don't 
communicate with each other . 
Ther e is no one J ewish voting 
block." 

The chairman ·of the Young Jew­
ish Leadership Pac, a Republican 
group, Davi d Javdan, said Mrs. 
Clinton's effort to win Jews over 
would likely meet with some suc­
cess. " We saw with Al D'Amato tha t 
a large por tion of the J ewish com­
munity favors Democrats," Mr. Jav­
dan said. "I think it's a horrendous 
mistake. The Jewish community is 
being short-sighted in supporting 
people who don'I support it." 

The d irector of Mr. Giul ia ni's 

exploratory committee.; Broce-Tw­
elbaum, said the Moynihan news 
came as no surprise to him. "Weif.e 
confident that the mayor's· stro1,& 
record on issues of importance.,£<> 
the Jewish community will mean 
tha t he wilJ continue to rece~,~ 
strong support from the Jewiih 
community. The mayor's positi~s 
on seminal issues to the Jewi;-~ 
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commun ity like 1h e stat us 9t 
Jerusalem and the location of t.t\e 
American Embassy are 1.J.!1eqmvo­
cal," Mr. Teitelbaum said. 

A Democratic political cons!l1: 
cant, H.ank Sheinkopf, said he 4\f1 
not think the first lady's roo~ 
would be enough. "Having Jews,W 
front doesn't matter anymore. P~ 
pie have seen nine years of 'Seip­
feld.' J ews up front is an expec%d 
given in NewYork,"Mr. SheinkOJ1f 
s aid. " It's where you stand ·an 
Jerusalem; ir's where you st.and ••n 
vouchers, where you stand on the 
appointment of Zogby, where Y.W-1 
sta nd on a Palestinian state ano 
where you stand on al-Marayat!,,;' 
Mr. Sheinkopf said , referiing:H' 
several questions a bout Mrs. C~­
ton's connection to Clinton. a~­
istration positions that h_ave not 
been. perceived. as frienc:{]y to ~bf 
Jewish COIIUlluruty. !'li> 

President Clinton invoked 'a 
national security waiver to av! 
implementing a law that WOIJ. 

have otherwise r equired him · 
move America's embas~ in Israel 
to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv by Ma, 
31. Joseph Zogby is a.form~ aidl 
the assist t · · Qt ·'t' · 
Nd/~~•nfrn ~i~~a [ 
r.'.lr. ~~ ··pu'i;~iAf articles of,~ 
ci~ing Israel and the Oslo agree­
m en t. Salam al-Marayat i is ~;i 
direqor of rhe Muslim Pub{ic 
Affairs Council-Los Angeles wh~ 
was appointed to the National Com­
mission oo Terrorism. 

The executive director of Ameri­
cans for a Safe Israel, Helen Freed­
man, is circulating an opinion pie.~~ 
criticizing Hadassah for planning~ 
give Mrs. Clinton its He ~irie..t(i 
Szold A ward. ·Ms. Freedman. w~u; 
"Hadassah's decision to give llf. 
1999 Henrietta Swld award ... 
Hillary Clinton ... is offensive_ to · 
lovers of Zion ... Ii is the antithesis· 
Zionism." Ms. Freedman, amernb¢l'. 
of Hadassah, also charged that th~ 
group "is violating its own res~c­
tions abou t 'prohibiting the eK.t~n 
s io n of any award or honor ro a 

ca lildida te for el ect ive office.t 
Americans for a Safe Israel is Pialia 
ning a July 14 demonstration 411 
Hadassah headquarters. : ~ 

Ms. Freedman provided the For­
ward with a Hadassah memo datt?cf 
June 3, 1999, " re: Talking Points oo­
Hitlary Rodham Clinton's Chii 
As Our 1999 ffenrietta Szold A 
R ecipien t . " One tal king poi · 
states: "J:ladassah supp~rts I 
democratically elected governm~ 
of Israel. The government c'onsid 
the Palestinians to be its peace p 
ners and has gone on record in su}'\­
port of negotiating tow.rrds a final 
sta tus of a Palestinian entity." 
Another talking point ma kes tbll1 
claim that "Henrietta Siold ... was>ilD 
fav-0r of a bi-national state sha~,@ 
by J ews and Palestinians." .r.J 

Ms. Freedman pointed out than 
Szold died prior to the establis!i6 
ment of Israel. ·1,s 

Asked a bo u t the flap, . !JI'., 

spokesman for Had~ah, RobeJJtlil 
Elliott, provided the Forward withe1c: 
statement in the name of t~ 
group's national president, Ma~ 
len-e Post. "We are 300,000 womeit 
who con.stitute the largest wome~ 
organiz.ation in the country am1l 
come from a variety of poliric:!ll 
o·pinions and backgrounds/' Ml'.1· 

Post said . ·"There is a minority of 
our members, and some are part at1I. 
an outside orchestrate-cl. campaignil 
who have expressed great dissatiit 
faction in Mrs. Clinton's seiectiollJ' 
Tius is to be expected in any larg~ 
and diverse membership org.ani.z9 
tion ." · 

On the quesrionofHadassah's tax 
status, Ms. Elliott provided the For­
ward with a statement of opinion 
permed by a tax attorney, D. llenson 
Tesdahl. "'Inviting Ms. Clinton to 
receive the Henrietta Szold Award 
and speak · to the Hadassa"h audi­
ence is not a violation of Internal 
Revenue Code, " Mr. Tesdahl's 
statement says. "There is nolhing 
about this particular humanitarian 
aw.ard ceremony that shows an 
intent by Hadassah to intervene in 
a politic al campa ign. I ndeed, 
Hadassah has gone out of icsway to 
avoid any appearance of iruprop,.;. 
ety ." 
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·f .acing·Adversity With Devotion to Judaism 
By ELJSABETH BUMILLER 

BONNIE .LIPTON'S first 
words as a candidate tor 
t.he presidency of }{adas• 

sah came from Deuteronomy, 
and her heart : ' ' I have set be­
fore you lire and death/' she 
said to her national board, 
quoting Moses speaking to the 
Jews. ''Therefore choose life, 
t.hat both thou and ch}' seed 
may live.'' 

Mrs. Lipton understood the 
words better than she had ever 
expected.. or Willlted. On Ja.n. 
I l, 1998, her husband, Alan, 59, 
had a catastrophic skiing acci­
dent al Jiminy Peak, ln Massa­
chusetts - five months after 
she was cold that she had 
breas t cancer and one week 
after she began radia.ti.on. 

ln the car on the way to the 
hospital to see her husband, she 
turned to a friend and said, "Do 
you realize that we don't know 
it Alall is alive or dead, and I 
have to go for radiation tomor­
row either way?" 

306,000 members ls the largest 
women's and Jewtsh organiza­
tion l.n the United States. 

Bu~ tile Zionist . and social 
service group has shrun~ frorn 
its high or roore than 350,ooo 
members in the 1980's, and has 
t.ried in recent years to attracc 
yaunger women and reinvent 
Itself. (The comedian Sandra 
Bernhard is a member, buc 
more than. haJt of Hadassa.h's 
women are over 61, and 20 per­
cent or the membership are 
Over 75,) " The women for 
whom Hadassah was their life 
an.d who brought us wh,ere Ha~ 
dassah Is today, they're dy­
ing,'' Mrs. Lipton said. 

M.rs. Lipton herself joined 
onl}r when her mother-in-law 
gave her a lifetime member­
ship. It was 1961. she was 21, 
and she felt no real need for the 
organization until 1971, when 
she moved to P ittsfield, Mass., 
her husband's hometown a,od· 
the base of his family's steel 
and th.en used-machinery busi­
ness. In 1975 sh,e visited Is rael 
ror the first time. 

Alan Lipton lived, but he 'Is In 
a nursing home with severe 
brain damage, unable to care 
for hlmseU or remember what 
happened five minutes before. 
Bonnie Lipton, who in 39 ~ars 
of marriage succeeded her 
husbancl as the leader of dlree 
other Jewish organizations, 

''I just felt this is going to be 
my career, this is who J am," 

Librada Rornwo~ ,..,. York Tlmu .Mrs. Upton said. 
Bonnie Lipton is to be inallgurated as the 
next president of H adassah on July 27. 

h,as decided to carry on. She 'I would like it to be 
has chosen, as If It were a 
choice at aJI, llJe. said that l made a 

" After what we both went 
through, I decided I was going difference.' 
to channel all my e.n.ergy into 
working for Hadassa}) and for 
lHael," Mrs. Lipton said. "Be-
cause that was the core or what 
we both believed in. And if something 
happened to me t.omorrow - you 
can't help It, you realize this - l 
wou'ld U.ke It to be said that I made a 
difference." 
· On July 27 in Washington, Mrs. 

Lipton, who is 59, is to take over as 
Hadassah's new president. The same 
day, the organl:i:ation is to give Hilla­
ry Rodham Clinton an award, which 
was the' cause of a small but well­
documemed (by local television 
cameras) protest outside Hadas­
sah's West 58th Street headquarters 
on Wednesday nighL 

About two dozen women and men 
- Mrs. LI.peon said she was relieved 
the numbers were small - bvmed. a 
huge Hadassah c~rd to protest Mrs. 
Cll.nton's support (or a Palest.lnlan 
s tale. The First Lady llJld likely New 
~ork Senate candidate has repeated­
ly said she was only expressing the 
views of (srael's former Prime Mln­
i~tpr Yir,:;,k Riil)ir,. Manv Mils i;how 

that most rsr aelis accept Palestinian 
s tatehood as inevitable and even de• 
sirable, but opposition is widespread 
amo.ng conservative American Jews . . 

"We are a nonpartisan organjza. 
tlon," Mrs. Lipton said early ye:iter• 
day at Hadassah's headquarters. 
''We .are not honoring her as a politi• 
cal candidate. We are honoring her 
as the First Lady.'' 

B.RUSHING asi.de the protest 
was only one item on Mrs. 
Lipton's scb.edule yesterday. 

By midmorning she wa.s on the shut• 
tie to Washington to attend a lunch 
tor Nava .Barak, the wife. of Prime 
Ml.nl.ste.r Ehud 8arak of lsrael. Mrs. 
Llpton was planning· to be back in 
Wasblngton on Sunday for a White 
House state dinner for Mr. Barak. 
Meanwhile she was working on the 
speech she has to make on July 27. 
And of course, worrying about lhe 
futur•e of Hadassah. which with 

Over the years she volun-
teered her way upward at Ha­
dassah,, raised two children 
and accompanied her husband 
on his quests. "We'd see a 
rusty piece ot something in the 
backyard of some company 
and he would Ught· up," Mrs. 
Lipton said. 

Her world fell aparc)n che 
summer of 1997, when she 
learned she had breast cancer, 
underwent a lumpectomy and 

began ·chemotherapy. Theo it fell 
apart again with her husband's acci­
dent, a week after Sonny Bono and 
MJchae.l L. Kennedy, a son of Robert 
F. Kennedy, died on the slopes. 

"He dl<tn't take risks,'' Mrs. Lipton 
said of her husband. "He wasn't out 
to jump th,e hjghest mogul. And he 
was wearing a helmet." She stiU 
doesn' t know what happened, wheth­
e r he slipped making a turn, or hit 3 

tree, or both. 
Mrs. Lipton now divides her time 

between Pittsfield, where her hus­
band lives, and a midtown Manhat• 
tan apartment that s,lle shares with 
two women. She visits her husband 
regularly, and sometimes cal.ks with 
him on the phone. 

" He can speak," s.he said. "He's 
sometimes qulte approprlace. Yes, 
he knows who Jam." 

Mrs. Lipton then smiled. "And he 
knows r·m goin~ to be the president." 






