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Bob Goldfarb, left, president of the Chamber of Commerce, Berke, Carol Teplin, mayoral
assistant; and Rosegarten on speaker-phone call with first lady.

Great Neck Plaza,

Millennium Center

By Charlie Zehren
STAFF WRITER

Moments in time are well noted at
Great Neck P'a:a, where faded photo-
graphs and memorabilia fill Village
Hall, marking a lush history stretching
back to the 1600s when settlers first
dubbed this stretch of land on Nassau

County's North Shore as
Mad Nan's Neck.

Now this community
— which Gold Coast
novelist F. Scott Fitzger-
ald later described as the
‘““fresh green breast of
America’’ — is gaining
notice for its plan to

Countoown To

2000

“time, were invited to listen to Chinton

But memos from the White House to
the officials ruled out reporters asking
the first lady questions

Great Neck Plaza embarked down
the road to the millennium last sum-
mer when Alison Berke, 34, a Thomas-
ton native and Web site design com-

pany president, took up
the challenge of planning
a yearlong series of events
to mark the arrival of an-
other thousand years as
set by the Gregorian cal-
endar.

Rallying the leaders of
the Gold Coast peninsu-

celebrate the passing of perhaps the
single most significant sweep of the
second hand in the modern age —
the millennium.

In a conference call from the White
House yesterday, first lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton announced the designa-
tion of Great Neck Plaza as among the
first nine Millennium Communities in
the nation.

With the honor comes the right to
use the White House Millennium logo
and Web site to promote events before,
during and after the arrival of the new
age this New Year's Eve. No federal
money is involved. But in wider terms,
according to Great Neck Plaza Mayor
Robert Rosegarten, the award puts
residents on notice to pause and reflect
on their past and future.

““We are surrounded by little pieces
of what we are,”" Rosegarten said,
sweeping his hand toward artifacts in a
lobby display case. ““The millennium al-
lows us to consider who we will be-
come."'

Rosegarten and other village officials
hunkered down around a speaker
phone and listened as the first lady,
who heads President Bill Clinton's mil-
lennial celebration planning, made the
announcement. She then engaged in
exchanges with Rosegarten and offi-
cials representing eight other commu-
nities throughout the nation, empha-
sizing the theme of the White House
Milennium Council: ““Honor the Past
— Imagine the Future.”

US. journalists, whose names were
given to the White House ahead of

la's other eight villages with the cry of
“we are tired of dinner dances,” Rose-
garten embraced the project with what
may be described as millennialistic fer-
vor. Then in January Berke submitted
an e-mail application to the White
House, which selected Great Neck Pla-
za among 65 applicants based on the
quality of the proposal. White House of-
ficials described the millennium pro-
gram as non-partisan and non-competi-
tive.

The Chamber of Commerce is mobi-
lized. The Park District is on board
Property owners are joining supporters
of the Great Neck Arts Center in the
planning. Www.shopingreatneck.com,
complete with a countdown clock, is
fired up.

Long Island’s land of “‘Old Money" is
now awash in Great Neck “Millennium
Money" — $10 raffle tickets rewarding
winners with a $2,000 shopping spree
at local shops.

Residents are collecting and assem-
bling Roaring '20s memorabilia mark-
ing Great Neck's days as home to the
likes of Fitzgerald, burlesque star
Fanny Brice, Broadway producer
George M. Cohan, comedians W.C.
Fields and Groucho Marx and singer
Eddie Cantor.

Rosegarten and Berke agree that it's
not worth planning New Year's Eve
events at the village, given that many
residents will be on vacation or heading
to Times Square.

Instead, Berke is organizing events,
including an Arts and Cultural Affairs
week, throughout 2000.
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Exhibit on Vikings
To Help Mark Millennium

By JacQueLiNe TrescorT
Washingion Post Staff Writer

Sometimes in searching for a
way to sum up 1,000 years of
history, you have to go back to the
beginning, Thus, the Smithsonian
Institution yesterday made its first
offidial notice of any millennium
observation by unveiling plans for
a sprawling exhibition about the
arrival of the Vikings in North
America in A.D. 1000.

. The show, which will open next

April at the National Museum of
Natural History, is a cooperative
venture of the Smithsonian. the
White House Millennium Council,
the Nordic Council of Ministers for
Gultural Affairs and the Volvo
Group. The curators will cull 200
drtifacts from the collections of
dinavian and North American
First lady Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton, who heads the White House

Millennium effort, said this is an-
other opportunity “to take stock of
who we are and where we come
from and what we hope and want
from the future.® Though genera-
tions of echoolchildren and con-
sumets of movies and comic books
might think of the Vikings as
warriors who sacked, raped and
pillaged, the organizers stressed
that they will be telling a different
story, one of mfanng pioneers

Europeans
and the native Indian and Bskimo
peoples. The exhibition, said Rob-
et Fri, director of the Natural
History Museum, will be called
“Vikings d:w'l.;ﬁe Nor::ytholog Aflantic Sa-
ga” an use and
newer archaeological discoveries
to discuss the Vikings' spirit of
exploration, discovery of new fron-
tiers and many accomplishments,
such as shipbuilding. And, Pri
promised, the Minnesota Vikings
football team will not be ignored.

Mrs. Clinton suggested she was
one of those who had received
incomplete information from her
early education about Vikings.

“Anyone who has a stereotype
view of who the Vikings were from
old movies that we saw would be
surprised to learn about the many
contributions those seafarers were
making and how farflung their
adventures were,” she said. “Vi-
king explorers got as far as Afghan-
istan and brought back lapis and
other minerals and stones to trade.
Their fleets got to what was then
the precursor of Istanbul. They
were among the earliest conveyors
of information and experience and
culture from one patt of the known
world to anothet.”

She said the Viking ship, in a
‘ivb‘g(') :was the Internet of the year

William Fitzhugh, curator of the
show, said a major portion of the
exhibit will trace the detective
work of scientists studying the
Viking civilization. The $3 million
show will be underwritten by the
Smithsonian, the Nordic Council
and Volvo; after September 2000 it

will travel around North America
for two years.
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A Night to Never Forget

At the White House, Elie Wiesel Carries On the Lessons of the Holocaust

By Linton WEEKS
Washington Post Staff Writer

He holds up NATO's intervention in
Kosovo as a shining moment in the 20th
century. “This time,” he said, “the world was not
silent.”

Wiesel, a Holocaust survivor who has spent his
adult life making sure the world never forgets
Nazi atrocities, was in town yesterday as a guest
speaker in the series of “Millennium Evenings”
being sponsored by the White House. In front of
about 200 people last night he—and President
Clinton and the first lady—staged a two-hour

I [: lie Wiesel hates war. He loves NATO.

Clintons, it was a providential opportunity to sit
together on the dais and talk about something
other than domestic tribulations.

“We cannot be indifferent,” the president said,
“to the fact that the Serbian leader has defined
destiny as a license to kill."

Hillary Rodham Clinton said she never could have
imagined when she invited Wiesel to speak, more
than a year ago, that Kosovo would be in the news.

seminar in the East Room on “The Perils of
Indifference: Lessons Learned From a Violent
Century.”

“What will the legacy of this vanishing century
be?” asked Wiesel, one of the great ,
question-askers of our time. There has been “so
much violence, so much indifference.”

Indifference, he said, “makes humans
inhuman.”

Indifference, he said, “is never creative.”

Indifference, he said, “is always the friend of
the enemy.” . .

And indifference, he said, “is not only a sin, it is
a punishment.” '

For Wiesel, the evening was a platform; for the

See WIESEL, C3, Col. 1

Indifference, Elie Wiesel said last night at the .
White House, “is not only a sin, it is a punishment.”

BY NOCHALL LUTZXY—THE WASHINGTON POST




Elie Wiesel on War

WIESEL. From Cl

Pre-screened questions and state-
ments were presented by members of
the audience and folks from around the
country who tuned in via the Internet.
But some of the toughest questions
came from Wiesel himself. Why, he
asked, did President Roosevelt turn
away a boatload of Jewish refugees
from American shores in 1939? Why
did some of America's largest compa-
nie$ continue to do business with
Hitler's Germany until 1942?

The questions seemed to boil up
from Wiesel's heart, his gut. “Why are
we,” Wiesel asked directly of Clinton,
“so nobly involved in Kosovo and why
were we not in Rwanda? I think we
could have prevented that massacre.
Why didn't we?” In 1994 at least
500,000 Tutsis were brutally massa-
cred by the Hutu ethnic majority.

The president explained that there
is no NATOHike alliance for Africa. “I
will do my best,” Clinton replied, “tc
make sure that something like this
does not happen again in Africa.”

At 71, Wiesel has earned the right
to ask questions. Born in Transylvania,
then part of Hungary, he has been a
refugee, an orphan, an eyewitness to
unspeakable tragedy, a survivor. His
mother and a sister were sent to the
Auschwitz gas chambers during World
War I1. His father died in the concen-
tration camp in Buchenwald.

Yesterday, Wiesel said, marked the
54th anniversary of his first day of
freedom.

After the war, Wiesel became a
journalist. In 1958 he published his sad
and astonishing life story in a book
called simply “Night.”

BY WIN MCNAMEE —REUTERS
“I'm against war,” Elie Wiesel said last
night, “yet here | am.”

“Never shall | forget that night,”
wrote young Wiesel, “the first night in
camp, which has turned my life into
one long night, seven times cursed and
seven times sealed. Never shall [ forget
that smoke. Never shall I forget the
little faces of the children, whose
bodies [ saw turned into wreaths of
smoke beneath a silent blue sky. _

“Never shall I forget those flames
which consumed my faith forever.

“Never shall I forget that nocturnal
silence which deprived me, for all
eternity, of the desire to live. Never
shall I forget those moments which
murdered my God and my soul and
turned my dreams to dust. Never shall
I forget these things, even if I am
condemned to live as long as God
himself. Never.”

The Clintons said last night they
had read the book at the urging of their
daughter, Chelsea.

A writer of more than 40 books and
winner of several shelves of prizes,
including the 1986 Nobel Peace Prize,
Wiesel teaches humanities at Boston
University and was founding chairman
of the Holocaust Memorial Council. He
became an American citizen in 1963.

During an interview before his
speech last night, Wiesel said he had
followed Clinton’s impeachment “with
pain.” He said, “I learned in my life not
to be a judge. 'm a witness.” For a
while yesterday afternoon he sat in a
dimly lit conference room in the offices
of the White House Millennium Coun-
cil. In dark suit, white shirt, dark tie,
his silver hair tousled, he softly defend-
ed his stance. “I'm against war,” he
said, “yet here I am. It is out of
character for me. There is anguish.”

But he has concluded that NATO
and his adopted country were forced
to become involved in Kosovo.

“What is the alternative?” Wiesel
said. “I always think of the victim.”

Yugoslavian President Slobodan
Milosevic “is really of no interest to
me,” said Wiesel.

He is interested only in the victims.
“What do they think of us? They know
that we know. What judgment would
they pass?”

He shies away from comparing
Milosevic, or anyone, to Hitler. “All
analogies are two-way streets,” he
explained. If Milosevic is Hitler, then
Hitler is Milosevic, he said, and there
the comparison falls apart.

“I have faith in our government and
our system,” he said. “I have faith in
the NATO alliance.”

As the world enters a new century,
Wiesel told the gathering last night, he
is hopeful. His hope, he said, “comes
from hopelessness.”
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March 19, 1999 o $3.25 ‘White House Plans

Higher-education leaders and
federal officials met at the White
House last week to lay the
foundation for Imagining America,
a national consortium of col-
leges and cultural institutions that
have promised to create partner-
ships among academics, public
agencies, and community organ-
izations.

The consortium is sponsored by
the Woodrow Wilson National Fel-
lowship Foundation—which will
provide grants to supplement its ef-
forts—and the White House Mil-
lennium Council, a project to mark
the end of the 20th century and the
beginning of the next millennium.
The effort will be based at the Uni-
versity of Michigan.

The idea for Imagining America
grew out of a Michigan pilot pro-
gram, ““The Arts of Citizenship."”
Held during the 1997-98 academic
year, it brought together scholars
and community leaders to explore
the relationships of local and global
geographies, cultural creation, and
the meanings of civil society.

During a speech at Michigan last
year, Hillary Rodham Clinton
praised the goals of the pilot pro-
gram. **Universities have a special
role to play in making sure we are
all conscious of the importance of
the arts and humanities,”” she said.
They provide safe havens for un-
conventional ideas and thoughts
and serve as an incubator of cul-
ture, she added.

The consortium intends to set up
three types of programs: grants for
partnerships between universities
and community organizations; ef-
forts involving the design and plan-
ning of public places; and artists’
residencies aimed at producing
new work about the worlds of uni-
versities and their regions.

Several institutions, including
Yale University and the University
of California at Berkeley, have said
they will support projects under
the consortium. —P.W.C.
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onor the Past

AGINE THE FUTURE

BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

In a very special exclusive for Woman’s Day,
Mrs. Clinton shares some personal thoughts
about the beginning of the new millennium—

how far we’ve come

__As we approach the new millennium, our thoughts are
riveted on the future. What will life be like in the 21st
century? What new thresholds will we cross? What
- challenges will we face? I believe that the past holds at
least some of the answers.

Take a moment to travel back in time with me. Imag-
ine that it’s July 1848. You are a 19-year-old glovemaker
named Charlotte Woodward, and you live in a small
town called Waterloo, New York. Every day you sit for
hours sewing gloves together, working for small wages,
-with no hope of ever going to school or owning a home.

Then, one day you hear about a women's rights con-
vention to be held in nearby Seneca Falls—a convention
to discuss the social, civil and religious rights of women.
How can this be? You run from one friend’s house to
another, finding other women who have heard the same
news. Some are excited, others amused. Many are
shocked by the idea that women may have rights sepa-
rate from their husbands and fathers. A few agree to
travel to Seneca Falls with you—at least for the first
day—to see what all the fuss is about.

Early on the morning of July 19, you set off aboard a
horse-drawn wagon. At first, the road is empty and
you're worried that no one else will come. Then, as you
reach a crossroads, you see other wagons and carriages.
Among the travelers that day is the great abolitionist
Frederick Douglass, who would later write of the event:
“We were few in numbers, moderate in resources and
very little known in the world. The most that we had to
commend us was a firm faith that the right must ulti-
mately prevail.”

I often think about the incredible courage it must have
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and where we're going

taken to join that procession. Yet these were ordinary
men and women just like us. And just like those who
have embarked on similar journeys throughout Ameri-
can history, seeking freedom or escaping religious and
political persecution, speaking out against slavery or
striving for workers’ rights. Above all, they were moti-
vated by dreams of a better life and a more just society.

At the'end of the two-day convention, one hundred
people—68 women and 32 men—signed the Declaration
of Sentiments. Borrowing from the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the document boldly asserted: “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men and women are cre-
ated equal.” It was a shout heard around the world and,
if we listen, we can still hear its echoes today.

I've heard it in the voices of women from Belfast to Bei-
jing, from Rwanda to Russia—the voices of women strug-
gling to improve their lives and the lives of their families.
I've even heard those voices here in our own country.
Sometimes when I'm traveling around the world speak-
ing to other women, I wish I could take groups of Amer-
ican teenage girls along with me, so they could hear the
power and determination in those voices, too.

Keep the Stories Alive

To usher in the millennium, the President and I have
chosen the theme “Honor the past and imagine the
future.” To honor the past, we must honor the men and
women who lived it—those who fought so courageous-
ly for the rights we enjoy today. We must tell and retell,
learn and relearn their stories. It's important to me to

pass their stories on to my daughter, and I hope you do
the same with your children, too. -



3/9/99 WOMAN'S DAY 51

nld»mm.m.w\l.l!»;:i. T—

t e v &
39

:Z.

PHOTOGRAPHED BY HARRY BENSON.

)
© K0
)
(@)
4 B
F w
&
o
2
w
4
y
<
Z.
0
T
..N
¥, -
2 O
)
o
P

X T T T

LA RPN

‘r.\ l’cﬂ. L
. - .




IMAGINE THE FUTURE
JONTINUED

We must never forget that the
rights and opportunities we enjoy as
women today were not simply
bestowed upon us. They were
fought for, agonized over, marched
for, jailed for and even died for.

Every time we buy, sell or inherit
property in our own name, we hon-
or their struggle. Every time we
enter a profession of our choosing,
we honor those who signed the Dec-
laration of Sentiments.

Every time we vote, we honor the
women and men of Seneca Falls, as
well as the Suffragists who tirelessly
fought to win passage of the 19th
Amendment. Every time we elect a
woman to office, we honor ground-
breaking political leaders—every-
one from Margaret Chase Smith to

woman'’s place is truly in the House,
the Senate, and one day, even in the
White House.

Every time we take another step
forward for justice, we honor extra-
ordinary women such as Harriet
Tubman, who escaped from slavery,
then risked her life time and again
to bring other slaves to freedom.
Harriet Tubman’s rule on the
Underground Railroad was “keep
going.” With those words, she gal-
vanized her followers, no matter
how dangerous the course.

Don’t Stop Here
We, too, must keep going. We travel
the same road that the pioneers of
Seneca Falls started down 150 years
ago. They knew they probably
would not live to see the changes
they advocated. In fact, only Char-
lotte Woodward, the glovemaker,
lived long enough to see American
women finally win the right to vote.
Those who signed that Declaration
did so for their daughters and
granddaughters—and for us.

I certainly believe that we as
62 WOMAN'S DAY 3/9/99

Mrs. Clinton gives a speech at Seneca Fallﬁé‘s’t“dul;'l;

American women should count our
blessings every day. I know how
much change I have seen in my own
lifetime. When I was growing up in
the "50s and ‘60s, there were scholar-
ships I couldn’t apply for, schools I
couldn’t go to, jobs I couldn't
have—just because of my sex.
Thanks to federal laws such as the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX and
the Equal Pay Act, my daughter and
yours won't face the same legal bar-
riers to equality.

But if we believe the fight in
Seneca Falls is done, we miss the
central point of the Declaration of
Sentiments, which was, above all, a

document about the future. As lggls ~d

as gaps remain between our i.((jd'
and our reality, our work will fiot be

finished. This is part of thé great

2,

-

:\

So what kind o we imag-

. ine? I imagine a future where no

American will ever again face dis-
crimination on the basis of gender,
race or sexual orientation. Women
and children will be protected
against domestic abuse and vio-
lence. All families will have access
to safe, affordable, quality child
care. And the education our chil-
dren receive in America’s schools
will be the best in the world.

I imagine a future where every
woman will receive equal pay for
equal work. A full-time wage will lift
people out of poverty, and all workers
who retire will have financial security
in their later years through guaran-
teed Social Security and pensions.

And I imagine a future where all
Americans use the power of the vote to
make their voices heard. The vote is

not just a symbol of equality, but a
guarantee. It is the voice we use to
express our political views, the
means by which we hold our lead-
ers and governments accountable,
and the ticket to bridging the gap
between what our nation is and
what we want it to be.

So many women of the last century
were silenced by someone else.
Today we silence ourselves. But we
have a voiee, and we must make that
voice heard.

&

What Will Our

Daughters Say?

ifty:dearsfromzne hen our

aughfers celebratédfthe 200th
ersary of the si of the Dec-

t will they

lagay

p; E

e struggle of
5 t we saw their
istruggle? Will they
ed systems for edu-

that support and
‘gnilies? Will they say
cended distinctions of
and ultimately found
gth in edch other’s differences?

omen today supported each oth-
thoices? Did we admit once and

; for all that there is no single cookie-

cutter model for being a successful
and fulfilled woman? Did we leave
our children a world where all men
and women are not only created
equal but are in fact equal?

As we enter the new millennium,
we know our daughters and grand-
daughters will face new challenges
that we today cannot even imagine.
But each of us can help prepare for
that future by speaking out for jus-
tice and equality, knowing that
eventually the causes we advocate
will succeed. Why? Because they are
rooted in the conviction that all peo-
ple are entitled by their Creator and
by the promise of America to the
freedom, rights, responsibilities and
opportunities of full citizenship.

This is what I imagine for our
future. As we celebrate the millenni-
um, [ invite each of you to honor the
past and imagine the future with
me. Then we, too, can work together
for a more perfect union.

For more information, see Sourceline, page 144.
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Editor’s Letter

Not just a gesture:
Clinton was excited
about Millenium
Trails.

10

On the Trail Campaign

t could have been a standard-issue political event. On a rail-trail in Severna
Park, Md., Hillary Rodham Clinton was about to kick off the White House
Millenium Trails project, a multimillion dollar plan for creating, improving, and
recognizing America’s trails as part of the counéry's year 2000 celebrations.
During the coming year, trails of all kinds all across the country will benefit.

The day was stage-managed to the last detail, with the requisite flower-bearing school
children, flag-waving Cub Scouts, and officious local officials. But the predictability last-
ed only until the keynoters got up to speak. From Secretary of Transportation Rodney
Slater to National Park Service Director Robert Stanton to Mrs. Clinton, this event
went beyond the pro forma to the personal—there was genuine excitement. David
Burwell, president of the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, said this was our chance to “tie
the nation up in a ribbon of green.” “Trails were America's original surface transporta-
tion system,” said Slater, whose department primarily oversees the building of federal
highways. “Not merely preserving but expanding trails can improve the quality of life
for millions of Americans, lifting their spirits and their pocketbooks.”

In this issue of WALKING writer Melissa Chessher finds that bit of political rhetoric
is true. Her story, Is Your Life Hazardous to Your Health? (p. 66), shows how our
society's approach to food and transportation robs people of
their health. For her sake, and that of her daughter, Chessher
takes 2 big step—a new job in a new community.

Mrs. Clinton would no doubt support Melissa. “Millenium
Trails,” she said, “are tangible gifts to our future. With them we
are creating the kind of communities—and the kind of na-
tion—we want to have.” She stepped down from the podium.
As her coterie glanced at their watches and tried to edge her
toward her limo, Mrs. Clinton lingered, chatting away You sensed
she was aware of her choice: She could continue to enjoy the outdoors and the friend-

ly community it engendered, or she could return to Washington. Mrs. Clinton stayed.

I don't blame her a bit. That’s what trails are for.

R IO

SETH D.BAUER
Editor in Chicf
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* Mrs. Clinton, Kids Dream of Mars
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* WASHINGTON (AP) - First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton and arts
officiels kicked off planning Thursday for the first permanent station

* on Mers by some of the schoolkids who may eventually go there.

Youngsters are being gsked to think ebout the year 2030 &and 2
* "Millennium Mars Project." So far, only small experimental vehicles have
* been landed on Mars.

"We will all be reliving, through these young people's imagination,

* what it means to create a new world," Ms. Clinton seid during the
kickoff at the National Air and Space Museum, part of the Smithsonian
Institution.

The idea is to get pupils and high school students working with

* scientists and technicians on the design for a permanent Mars
settlement, according to officials at the National Endowment for the
Arts, which is putting $500,000 into the project.

"Our young citizens will not only imagine what new dance and music

* and painting will emerge in a community on Mars,* said NEA Chairman Bill
Ivey, "but they must also consider what our interplanetary pioneers will
carry with them. They will need creative minds - imagination and
ingenuity - 1o solve the problems they are certain to encounter as they
invent their new world " .

* Before her speech, Mrs. Clinton and Donna Shirley, who managed the

* Mars Pathfinder project, met 15 pupils from Washington's Anne Beers
Elementary School.

¢ Sitting under & prototype space suit for visitors to Mars, they
talked about work the children have done on how they imagined fiving

conditions would be - based on what has already been discovered about
conditions on the planet.

10607 * End of document.

Source: Associated Press, January 14, 1999

Copyright © 1998 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Roserved.
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First Lady
Visits Historic
Synagogue,
Movie House

m Preservation: Trip to L.A.
promotes White House drive to
save key landmarks. Getty Trust
gives $1.1 million in support of
nationwide project.

By JOSEPH TREVINO

and CAITLIN LIU
SPECIAL TO THE TIMES

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
visited a historic synagogue in Boyle
Heights on Thursday and an ornate down-
town movie house to promote a White
House initiative dedicated o preserving
historic American sites.

Clinton's stop in Los Angeles was one of
several on behalf of the Save America’s
Treasures campaign, an initiative of the
White House Millennium Council, led by
the first lady.

Last week Clinton was in New York to
visit Louis Armstrong’s archives and in the
Boston area for Henry Wadsworth Long-
fellow's house and the African Meeting
House. Today she plans to tour San
Francisco's Conservatory of Flowers in
Golden Gate Park.

The Breed Street Shul is the last re-
maining synagogue in Boyle Heights, once
a center of Los Angeles’ Jewish commu-
nity. The Los Angeles Theater, built in
1931, was the last palatial movie house
constructed on Broadway.

On Thursday afternoon, Clinton stood in
front of the dilapidated synagogue and
addressed more than 500 people.

“This shul and the work we are doing
together to preserve it for future genera-

Please see CLINTON, BS

LOS ANGELES TiME>

CLINTON: History

Continued from Bl
tions is an important statement,” she said. “We believe
that there must be continuity between generations.”

Boyie Heights, Clinton said, always has been a
community for immigrants.

“Boyle Heights immigrants today can think back to
those immigrants 60 to 70 years ago who did not speak
English—they spoke Yiddish." she said. “In honoring
this particular building, we honor the past.”

Before Clinton spoke, the crowd was entertained by
a series of cross-cultural shows, symbolizing Boyle
Heights past and present. Mariachi Sol de America
jammed with Barry Fisher's Klezmer All-Star Band
and performed a traditional Mexican song. Then Latino
and Jewish students danced to the rhythms of Mexican
bands and Jewish choirs.

At the synagogue, 2 $1.1-million grant from the J.
Paui Getty Trust to the National Trust for Historic
Preservation was announced. It will support as many
uzsmoddprojectnhmxghouuhewmuylhnm

of the Save America's Treasures campaign.

The Breed Street Shul is the recipient of a $15,000
grant from the Getty for emergency repairs to the
structure, damaged during last winter’s storms. Built
in 1923, the synagogue was an integral part of the
flourishing Jewish community from the 1920s to the
1950s, when Boyle Heights was home to about 90,000
Jews, then the largest Jewish population west of
Chicago.

But the Jewish community moved to other areas,
and by the late 1970s, the congregation wasn't able to
gather a minyan of 10 men Lo pray.

The congregation ceased services in 1993, when the
last rabbi of the Congregation of Talmud Torah
wanted to raze the building and sell the property. In
July the City Council voted to buy the synagogue and
turn it over to the Jewish Historical Society.

The shul has great personal significance Lo several
City Council members. Councilman Hal Bernson's Bar
Mitzvah was held there, and Councilwoman Jackie
Goldberg's aunt, uncle and cousins were members of
the congregation. Councilman Mike Feuer’s mother
grew up a few blocks away.

After Clinton spoke at the synagogue, she addressed
more than 1,000 people at the Los Angeles Theater,
one of the city’s most magnificent historic theaters.

“It is so wonderful to be in this beautiful theater to
join all of you,” Clinton said. “] think there are people
who have lived in Los Angeles for a long time who
don’t know about the Broadway district.”

Clinton then evoked the revival of Manhattan's
Times Square, as well as Hollywood's historic theaters.

“I have a vision of what could be done with these old
theaters,” she said. “*“When we see our history come
alive as these theaters are coming back to life, it's

METRO NEWS
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" GINA FERAZZI / Los Angeies Tumes
First Lady Hillary Clinton shares a laugh with Stevie Wonder after he sang at the Los Angeles Theater.

A crowd of students await the amival of the first
lady in front of Breed Street Shul in Boyle Heights.

really our communities coming back to life.”

Designed by S. Charles Lee Charles, the theater's
splendid French Baroque interior, with chandeliers,
murals and paintings, is considered unmatched by any
other construction of its kind in Los Angeles. The
theater was originally a vaudeville center, then
evolved into a movie house. It was closed in the early
1990s and is now used for movie productions.

An album to raise funds for the Save America’s
Treasures campaign is scheduled to be released by
Warner Bros in May. A retrospective of voices and
songs, it is intended to form a musical tapestry of the
nation’s history. Plans for the musical tribute were
announced Thursday.

“Sing. America: A Celebration of America and its
Music,” will include songs by Frank Sinatra, Elvis
Presley, Boo Dylan, Louis Armstroug. Ella Fitzgerald
and Stevie Wonder, who entertained the crowd at the
theater before Clinton spoke. A book and television
show are also planned
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Event in New York
kicks off first lady’s

tour of ‘treasures’

By Susan Page
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton and trumpeter Wynton
Marsalis team up today at an unpre-
tentious two-story frame house in
Queens to celebrate its renowned
longtime resident, Louis Armstrong.

The event is intended to support
plans to open the Louis Armstrong
House as a museum in 2000 — the
100th anniversary of Satchmo's birth
— and efforts to preserve 650 reel-to-
reel tapes of his conversations and
performances that are in danger of
deterioration.

The quick visit to the borough’s Co-
rona neighborhood is the first stop by
Hillary Clinton in an intermittent
four-city tour over the next nine
days. She will highlight several of
what she calls “America’s treasures”
in need of restoration, part of a pro-
ject sponsored by the White House
Millennium Council. ‘

“Each case is an American story”
that deserves attention, says Ellen
Lovell, director of the Millennium
Council.

At each stop, Clinton will an-
nounce private contributions to help
with the restoration projects. In New
York, individuals and music compa-
nies will donate $130,000 to help re-
store Armstrong’s house and fund his
archives at Queens College.

Marsalis, the first jazz
composer to win the Pulit-
zer Prize for music, will
perform. Arvell Shaw, a
member of Armstrong's
band, will attend. And chil-
dren from the Louis Arm-
strong elementary and in-
termediate schools will
sing his signature What a
Wonderful World.

Later stops on Clinfon’s
tour: -

» The Longfellow Na-
tional Historic Site in Cam-
bridge, Mass.,, a house built for a
wealthy Tory.in 1759 that was used as
a hospital for,wadnded American sol-
diers in the ‘Revolutionary War. Gen.
George Wasi on had his head-
quarters at the house as he planned
the siege of Boston. In the 19th centu-
ry, it was the family home of poet
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.

Managed by the National Park
Servige, the site is now closed for re-
co ction.

Douglass: Aboli-
tionist, statesman

Unduod file photo
Armstrong: Music legend's home in
Queens to open as'museum in 2000

» The African Meeting House in
Bostor, built in 1805 or 1806, the old-
est standing African-American
church in the USA. Abolitionist Fred-
erick Douglass recruited the historic
54th Regiment of the Massachusetts
Volunteer Infantry here. The build-
ing is owned and operated by the
Museum of Afro-American History
and managed in partnership with the
National Park Service.

» The Breed Street Shul in Los An-
geles, a historic synagogue. The Jew-
ish Historical Society is
working with the Boyle
Heights Neighborhood
Council and the East Los
Angeles Community Cor-
poration to establish a |
museum honoring Jewish
heritage.

» The Broadway The-
ater district in Los Ange-
les, a neighborhood of
vaudeville and movie
houses.

» The Conservatory of
Flowers in San Francisco,

‘built of glass and redwood and mod-

eled after London's Royal Conserva-
tory of Kew Gardens. The elaborate
conservatory, which houses endan-
gered plants from the rain forest and
plants with prehistoric origins, has
been closed to the public since 1995
because of deterioration from earth-
quakes and age.

The first lady is scheduled to be in
Massachusetts on Saturday, Los Ange-
les Dec. 10 and San Francisco Dec. 11.
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Several thousand hearty and eager
reople braved the blistering heat last
veek to greet the nation’s First Lady.

And Hilary Rodham Clinton did not
lissappoint them.

As part of her campaign to “Preserve
\merica’s Treasures,” the First Lady
nade Newburgh a stop on her swing
hrough the northeast. She has visited the
‘homas Edison National Historic Site in
Vest Orange, N.J. and would later jour-
iey to Seneca Falls, N.Y., birth of the
vomen's rights movement.

In Newburgh, she took a walking
our of Lander Street and Washington’s
jeadquarters and spoke passionately
bout preservation beneath the Gothinc
olumns of the Old Dutch Reformed
“hurch. She reminded us that history is

PINION

Life in N ewbufgh after Hilary

often made by ordinary people and that
America’s treasures were often the pos-
sessions and dwelling places of those very
same ordinary people.

And Newburgh, an extraordinary

ity of ordinary people, responded to her |

message. It felt good to hear her describe

‘Newburgh as "a beautiful jewel of the

Hudson Valley." When she promised to
come back to take another tour of a
changed Lander Street, there was areason
to applaud. g :

Then she was gone, leaving us to
wonder if our dreams won’t melt under
the hot sun.

Most of us know the recent history of

the Dutch Reformed Church, which

someday could be the home of the New-

burgh Center for the Arts. We know it will
cost at least $2 million to preserve this
important piece of thecity’s past. What we
didn’t learn from Mrs. Clinton'’s visit, is
where the money will come from. |

It's good to be able to feel good about
yourself, and last Tuesday was certainly a
day for that. It’s also important to realize
that the key to the future may lie in the
past. We must preserve our treasures and

our history for the sake of generations to

come.

It's also perfectly natural to wonder
what comes next. Can Newburgh sustain
any momentum from that special day,
and can that momentum bring some posi-
tive change to Newburgh? :

We certainly hope so.

T

MID HUDSON

IMES

Published every
Wednesday by
Wallkill Valley Publications,
Inc.

Editor & Publisher
Car J. Aiello

Staff Reporters
James Gormley
Vicky Klukkert
Daniel Case

Sports Editor
Joseph Dineen

Editorial Assistant
Joan McAdam

Columnists
Kevin Barmett
Glenn Doty
Louise Haight
Sam.Phelps Jr.
Lee Reich
Wendy Schoonmaker
Karen Trubenbach
Dae Vitale




ocT 6,'9%
.+ USA TODAY

By Susan Page
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Hillary
Rodham Clinton will hike
briefly along the Baltimore &
Annapolis Trail in Maryland
this afternoon to announce a
White House “Millennium
Trails” project designed to pro-
mote development of bike
paths and jogging trails across
the nation.

By 2000, the program will
designate 12 national “flag-
ship” millennium trails of spe-
cial importance; honor a “state
millennium trail” in each state

from nominations made by
governors and identify 2,000
community trails.

The goal: to help create
trails and riding paths within
15 minutes of each American’s
front .door by the end of the
millennium celebration.

“Trails connect people, their
land, their culture and their
history,’ says Marianne
Fowler of Rails to Trails Con-
servancy, a private group that
is joining in the project.

The 13.3-mije Baltimore &
Annapolis Trail is an aban-
doned rail -corridor that winds
past suburban developments,

WASHINGTON s

 Hillary’s hike blazes millenni

historic sites, shopping centers
and picnic spots. It is a link in
the proposed East Coast Green-
way, a 2,000-mile system of
recreational trails that is to
stretch from Maine to the Flor-
ida Keys.

The East Coast Greenway Is
likely to be designated one of
the nation’s flagship trails, says
Ellen Lovell, director of the

White House Millennium Coun-.

cil. The council, the federal De-
partment of Transportation
and a half-dozen other federal
agencies are participating in
the project.

. Other likely flagship trails

include the Appalachian ail,
which was started more tan
75 years ago; the Grand (Can-
yon Greenway, a project hat
will enable tourists to like
around the rim of the canjon;
and the Bay Area Ridge Talil,
a project that is developirg a
trail around the San Franosco
Bay area. )

The project will encourage
states to tap federal Trangor-
tation Department funds avail-
able to develop pedestrianand
bike paths and other trails. Last
year, states were given anesti-
mated $1.35 billion for tails
and paths.

trails

Reuters

Taking a trip: The Clintons head
for Camp David, Md., Saturday.
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Hillary Clinton Inaugurates Preservation Campaign

By PATRICIA LEIGH BROWN

BALTIMORE, July 13 — The he-
roic bronze figures on the Francis
Scott Key Monument are corroded,
and an oar that was once in the
statue’s supple-looking stone wa-
ters is long gone. But standing in
front of this beleaguered 1911 mon-
ument to the national anthem in a
quiet, green square this afternoon,
Hillary Rodham Clinton spoke of
renewal. :

Her visit kicked off “Save Ameri-
ca's Treasures,” Mrs. Clinton’s
four-day history tour and preserva-
tion pledge drive that ends on
Thursday in Seneca Falls, N.Y., at
a celebration of the 150th anniver-
sary of the first American women's
rights convention.+

In many ways, the tour reflects
the current diversity of the historic
preservation movement, once asso-
ciated with battlefields, Presidents’
birthplaces and blue-haired lady
restorers in sneakers. Although
Mrs. Clinton is in fact visiting one
site where George Washington
really slept — his headquarters in
Newburgh, N.Y. — her stops also
include a dilapidated theater, an
Indian archaeological site, Thomas
Alva Edison’s laboratory and land-
marks devoted to women's rights
and African-American history.

The tour, a traditional First
Lady-like endeavor, Is designed to
raise public awareness that if histo-
ry Is America’s future, the bridge
to the 21st century Is in precarious

shape.

(L

Marty Katz for the New York Tiges

on spoke yesterday in front of the Francis Scott Key

Visiting Baltimore, Hillary Rodham Clint
“The Star-Spangled Banner” in 1814.

Monument, which commemorates Key's writing of




Earlier today, the President ap-
peared with his wife at the National
Museum of American History in
Washington. They were dwarfed by
the original *Star-Spangled Ban-
ner.” The 15-stripe, 15-star flag,
which looms nearly three stories
high, survived the attack on Fort
McHenry in 1813-14 and Inspired
Francis Scott Key but is now a
{ragile, muted textile in dire need
of restoration.

The President and First Lady
shared the stage with Ralph
Lauren, the designer who launched
thousands of Polo sweaters with
the American flag on them. Mrs.
C.inton's campaign began with the
ar nouncement that Mr. Lauren had
agreed to contribute $10 million
toward the flag's conservation, in-
cluding a state-of-the art laborato-
r/ that will be visible to museum-
goers.

“We've been assured that this is
a philanthropic gift and not a mar-
keting gift)” said L Michael Hey-
man, secretary of the Smithsonian
Institution. D

The sites on Mrs.. Clinton's tour
include Federal, state and private-
ly financed landmarks, all with ex-
pensive wish lists. One of the not-
so-subtle purposes of the tour is to
encourage public-private partner-
ships like Mr. Lauren's donation,
the single largest coatri-
bution in the Smithsonian's history.

The Park Service alone has a $1
billion backlog in historic structure
repair, said Randall J. Biallas, the
chief historical architect. The
President's budget request of $50
million for the preservation pro-
gram has yet to be approved by

Congress.

“We are not talking about just
generous gifts, but also encourag-
ing kindergartners to collect pen-
nies to clean up the monument in
the town square," Mrs. Clinton said

a county clerk’s cabinet.*

An example is the coatents of the
Thomas Alva Edison National His-
toric Site in West Orenge, N.J. It
was there, in his Invention Labora-
tory, that the master tnventor de-

the

signed for motion-picture filming,
but also 400,000 artifacts and § mil-
lion pieces of paper, including origi-

3 Assoctated Press
The Fort McHenry flag, which inspired the national anthem, is one of
the treasures at stake in Hillary Rodham Clinton's restoration tour.
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s~ Women's Rights Convention

Ganondagan State Site
Women's Rights Park
Harriet Tubman Site
Kate Muflany House

The Colonial Theater
Edith Wharton's home
George Washington site
Thomas Edison factory

Francis Scott Key Monument

Museum of American History

nal letters and lab notes, many of
which are

Mrs. Clinton s the latest of sev-
eral First Ladies to adopt Ameri-
can history and the environment as
their cause: Lady Bird Johnson
campaigned for the beautification
of the nation's highways, and Jac-
queline Kennedy took on the reno-
vation and preservation of the
White House.

In her new endeavor, Mrs. Clin-
ton has surrounded herself with

The New York Thoes

preservation gurus, most notably
Richard Moe, president of the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, which is spoasoring the “Save
America's Treasures” program
with the White House Millennium
Council. “She’s really into it,”" Mr.
Moe said. ““We've never had a First
Lady this deeply involved.”

Mrs. Clinton acknowledged that
historic preservation is an easier
cause than, say, health care. “The
politics are less controversial,” she

e o wate. 59 RO
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inception, often against the
of politicians. In 1859, for ex:nsgﬁ
Anne Pamela Cunningham estab
lished. the Mount Vernon Ladie
Assoclation as a last resort afte:
falling to persuade either Congres:
or the State of Virginia to save the
mansion from developers.

“Historic preservation s the
most important singular popula:
mass movement to affect architec
ture and planning in the moderr
era," sald Vincent Scully, the Ster
ling Professor Emeritus of art his
tory at Yale University, who re
cently gave an architectural lec
ture at the White, House that report
edly had the Clintons spellbound

Mr. Scully continued: *“‘Arch:
tects hate it It's the people taking
back the way they want to live anc
what they want their cities to be
Instead of being at the mercy o
architects, planners and politi
clans."

Among the people Mrs. Clintor
will encounter is Stephen Miller ir
Pittsfield, Mass., whose art suppl:
and wallpaper store is housed in the
1903 Colonial Theater, imbuing th«
neo-Baroque haunt of Dougla:
Fairbanks, Ethel and John Barry
more and Sarah Bernhardt with the
scent of linseed oil and vinyl Thi:
week the marquee reads, Mille:
Supply Co. Inc. Welcomes Hillany
Rodham Clinton.

Mr. Miller's father, George
bought the place in 1952, dreamin;
that one day he would restore it a
a theater, drawing on both the loca
community and the Berkshire
bound culture tourists. The Coloniza
Theater has been waiting in the
wings, mothballed and hidden, eve
since, its now abandoned rotun
balconies resplendent with dusty

Like the theater, Pittsfield ha
had its economic hardships. Rober
Boland, the head of the Friends o
the Colonial Theater, a privat
group, said that about $10 millio
was needed to restore the building
The state has committed $2.5 mi
lion, he said.

There is no Ralph Lauren i
Pittsfield, and the unglamordus ni
ty-gritty work of preserving lanc

‘marks falls to people like M:

Miller.

“We'd love to see it renovated
that has always been the intent,
Mr. Miller said recently, leading
visitor up a hidden staircase to th
theater, its silk and.linen damas
curtains still sweeping the balcon
but no longer Nile green. “There
plenty of sweat maintaining
bullding like this. My hope is th:
Hillary Clinton's presence wi
serve as a catalyst to get this ©
the ground.”
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public financing to pay for the

Monument in Baltimore,
where she will announce fund-

Trip into the past 1S also a bid to save it

First lady’s tour
will encourage
preservation

By Miml Hall
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — Milllons
of pages of Thomas Edison's
lab notes and letters are deter]-
orating In boxes stored beneath
the West Orange, N.J, factories
and labs where he spent 44
years developing products
such as the motlon-picture
camera and phonograph.

The Colonlal Theater, an or-
nate, domed structure In Pltts-
fleld, Mass, bullt In 1803, was
host to such entertainers as
John Phlllp Sousa and Sarah
Dermnhardt. Now It houses a
paint and wallpaper store.

The windows of a 163-yean
old Dutch Reformed Church,
on a Newburgh, N.Y, bluff
overlooking the Hudson River,
are boarded up.

Preservationists say these
historic documents and bulld-
ings — and thousands more na-
tionwide — are In danger of
deteriorating beyond repair.

't P Canondagan State
# > McCliriock House, Waterioo, N.Y.
»-The Mourt, Edtth Wharkon's homs, Lenax, Mass.

"+ Thursday, 8
Sty
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Hirtoric S, Victor, N.Y.

To draw attentlon to thelr
plight, first lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton will visit 11 such
sites next week during a four
day bus trip that will take her

By Kever Rechin, USA TOOAY

from the natlon's capltal to
Seneca Falls, N.Y.

The “Save America’s Trea-
sures” tour Is designed to en-
courage an Increase in private-

work, and the first lady will an-
nounce new money for some of
the projects along the way.

The president's budget re-
quest for $50 miilion for resto-
ratlon projects has not been ap-
proved by Con, 3

Richard Moe, president of
the Natlonal Trust for Historle
Preservation, which Is working
on the restoration project with
the White House Millennium
Councll, says he hopes the first
lady's trip will encourage more
private donations and Inspire
community leaders.

Not only should they be pre-
served as learning tools for
children and scholars, he says,
but also as potentlal money-
makers as tourist sites.

The bus tour begins Monday
In Washington, where Presi-
dent Clinton will foin his wife at
the Natlonal Museum of Amer-
Ican History for a visit to the
original Star-Spangled Banner.
The flag, commissioned by the
War Department In 1813 and
Insplration for the natlonal an-
them, Is under restoration after
decades on display.

The tour also will take the
first lady to:

» The Francis Scott Key

Ing to save outdoor sculptures.

» The East End Historic Dis-
trict and George Washington's
Headquarters In Newburgh,
N.Y. Some Flldings In the dis-
trict are b ng renovated for
use as publ’ housing.

»The T v N.Y, home of
Kate Mulla. , a laundry work-
er who orge ized an all-famale
unlon In the i860s.

P The 30-c2re property in Au-
burn, N.Y,, where Underground
Rallroad lecder Harrlet Tub-
man ran a Home for the Aged.

» The Victor, N.Y,, Ganon-
dagan State Historic Site. It In-
cludes a Iroquois burial place
and educatlonal center.

» The Lenox, Mass., home of
novellst Edith Wharton.

» The Waterloo, N.Y,
McQlintock House, where ac-
tivists Lucretia Mott and Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton met In 1848
to write the Declaration of Sen-
timents outlining demands for
legal, politic: and educational

rights for we 1en.

The twr ds Thursday In
Sencca @al' N.Y, at a cele
brutior . *"  150th anniversa-
ry of the t US. women's

rights conve  on.
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“The human race needs to improve
its mental and physical qualities.”

STEPHEN HAWKING at the White House

A Dazzling Night in D.C.
With a Brilliant Thinker

By David Perlman
Chronlcle Sclence Editor

Washington

Stephen Hawking starredina
Star Trek poker game at the White
House the other evening, and the
famed British astrophysicist was
the hottest ticket in town.

Bill Clinton and Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton both confessed to an
audience of scientific luminaries
that, at best, they had understood
only parts of Hawking's famou§1y
complex best-seller, “A Brief Histo-
ry of Time." (The president even
conceded that he had read it
twice.)

But the first couple listened
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‘ : Stephen
Hawking
painted an
optimistic

BN portrait

b ‘;;"’,_ s of the future

raptly and with visible awe as
Hawking's computer-driven voice-
synthesizer —he {s almost com-
pletely paralyzed from Lou Geh-
rig's disease — intoned his vision
of a future driven by increasingly
complex technology.

Hawking's message — punctu-

HAWKING: Page A17 Col. 1

Francisco Chromele

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA’S LARGEST NEWSPAPER

Gore Weighs In From Cyberspace

Like all of the Clintons' “Mil-

lennium Evenings,” Stephen
Hawking's lecture was carried
on the Internet through a re-
markable new technology called
streaming video, which enabled
computer users throughout the
world with the proper software
to follow the event in real time.
Sponsored by Sun Microsystems,
the White House serles is posted
on the World Wide Web both at
www.whitehouse.gov and at
WWW.SUN.Com.

As aresult, when Hillary Clin-
ton announced before Hawking
spoke that people could send
him questions by email, the
White House was flooded with
more than 2,000 messages from
as far away as Malaysia and Cro-

atia, Hawking gave serious re-
sponses to a couple of electronic
queries, but the audience burst
into laughter when the first lady
announced that an e-mail had
just come in from “Al in New
Hampshire,” and the message
was posted on the video screens
behind Hawking.

“Al"” was the high-tech vice
president himself, tapping on his
laptop. Gore wanted to know
how Hawking felt about the re-
cent news that the universe ap-
pears to be expanding faster and
faster because of some unknown
anti-gravity “repulsive force” —
perhaps a new version of Ein-
stein’s cosmological constant.

The report was interesting,
Hawking said, but it could not be

proved for several years, until a
brace of American and Europe-
an satellites flies into space to
study in great detail the faint
background radiation left over
from the Big Bang, the event
that created the universe.

But it appears, he said to
more laughter, “that inflation is
a law of nature.”

At that point the president
took over and with a big grin he
gave Hawking a brief lesson in
American politics.

“There’s a peculiar gravita-
tional force in New Hampshire,"
Clinton said, “that manifests it:
self with remarkable regulari-
ty.” It comes, his audience knew,
when presidential primary fever
begins to attract potential candi-
dates. — Daold Periman
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ated with his own brand of elfin
humor — was exhilarating. He fn-
sisted that his vision of the future
fsano cone, for he foresees
an triumph in the scientific
quest for a unified understanding
of all the forces and particlesin
the universe —a true “Theory of
Everything.”

Yet he also offered amoredis-
turbing prospect: Engineered hu-
man change, through genetic ma-
nipulation, hesaid, might become
crucial if humanity isto keep up

with the accelerating pace of tech-

nological change.

Hawking’s talk was partof a se-
ries of intellectual and cultural
gatherings hosted by the first lady
called “Millennium Evenings at
the White House.” In keeping with
the Clinton administration's oft-
stated goal of providing a “bridge
tothe 21st century,” the program
was designed to providea forum
where great minds can link thelr
views of the past and present to
the future.

Armed with one of the event's
prized gold-embossed invitations,
this reporter enced the ex-
ceptionally warm hospitality of a
White House social and intellectu-
al evening.

A chorus of schoolchildren
garbed in white greeted about 200
guests as they trooped into the
ground floor of the White House
East Wing. Young naval aides be-
decked with gleaming gold brald
bade each visitor a “Welcome to
the White House” and ushered us
upstairs past astring quartet of
red-gowned female military musi-
clans playing Haydn.

Another military orchestraina -

corner of the huge reception room
overlooking the South Lawn
played quiet show tunes whileck
vilian waiters proffered white
wine or sparkling mineral water.
The view across the lawn offered
the Washington Monument and
the distant Jefferson Memorial il-
lumined against a darkening sky.
Minutes of small talk passed as
the guests, drinks in hand, strolled
the historic Red Room,
Green Room and Blue Room, or sat
" tochaton elegant chairs,sofasand
setises that are normally roped off

during guided public tours.

Soon the guests, all sedately
dressed in the “business attire™
prescribed in their invitations,
moved decorously into the gold-
walled East Room and sat in chairs
arranged in dozens of rows.

Up front were some of the lead-
ersof the Washington science es-
tablishment: Bruce Alberts, presi-
dent of the National Academy of
Sciences; Harold Varmus, Nobel
laureate and director of the Na- -
tional Institutes of Health; John
Gibbons, recently retired as the
president’s chief sclence adviser,

"and hissuccesdsor, Nell Lane, for-

merly director of the National Sc}-
ence Foundation; Lane's successor
at NSF, blologist Rita Colwell, a
former president of the American
Assoclation for the Advancement
of Science; and Francis Collins,
chief of the $3billion Human Ge-
nome Project.

Theremaining seats were occu-
pled by scores of distinguished sci-

entistsand educatorsalong witha -

small covey of national science
journalists.

“Ruffles and Flourishes”
sounded outside the room, the au- .
diencestood, and the president
and {irst lady entered along with
Hawking in his motorized wheel-
chair and his tall, smiling wife,
Elaine.

Stricken since 1962 with what
Americans call Lou Gehrig's Dis-
ease and doctors term amyotro-
phic lateral sclerosis or ALS,
Hawking's body leaned slightly to
oneside in his chair, his eyes fixed
on the small computer screen
mounted in front of him, while his
almost motionless right hand ma-
nipulated both the computer keys
and the chair's driving mecha-
nism.

There was a polgnant moment

when Hawking, whose progressive -

neuromuscular disease has robbed
him of almost all control over his
own body, slumped slightly to the
side. Gently, lovingly, with barely
a touch, his wife lifted him up-
right. Hawking's face, expression-
less for the most part, creased into
anappreciativesmile.

Then Hillary Clinton intro-
duced him: Here, shesaid, isa man
who “embodies the enduring splrit
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Hawking predicted that human DNA will eventually have to be
re-angineered to keep pace with rapid tgch'nologlcarchangos

of imagination that sees no bound-
aries, only possibllities.” Here was
an unstilled volce, she added, that
bespeaks “the wonder and awe of
the cosmos.”

Then it was Hawking'sturn, a
man with a helpless body whose
mind remains unimpaired. Despite

_ theravagesof hisdisability, the

Cambridge University mathemat-
{cs professor has clearly retained
his Cantabriglan sense of humor.

He began by displaying on
large video screens set up for his
audience a now-famous episode
{rom Star Trek, thescene where
the androld Data brings Albert
Einsteln, Sir Isaac Newton and
Hawking together in a poker game
betting on an unspecified out-
come.

Hawking — Dazzling Night With a Brilliant Mind in Washington




“Iraise 50,"” says Hawking's syn-

thesized voice.

“Blast, Ifold,” says the periwig-
ged Newton, throwing down his
cards.

Then Data folds, too.

Einstein gloats: “The uncer-
tainty principle will not help you
now, Stephen. All the quantum
fluctuations in the universe will
not change the cards in your hand.
I call. You are bluffing and you
will lose.”

“Wrong again, Albert,” says
Hawking with a grin, and he lays
down a straight flush in spades.

At that instant “Red Alert”
sounds aboard the starship Enter-
prise, the game breaks up and the
scene ends with Einstein’s bowed
head a study in frustration.

. . “Because of the Red Alert,”
Hawking tells the audience
through his voice synthesizer, “I
never collected my winnings. Iap-
proached Paramount studios, but
they didn't know the exchange
rate.” At that remark, the presi-
dent and first lady, along with the
entire audience, rocked with
laughter. .

Then Hawking turned serious.
Star Trek, he said, assumes falla-
clously that humans will remain
unchanged in both body and val-
ues for endless centuries. But
much must change — and quickly
—hesaid. At today’s exponential
growth rates in population and en-
ergy needs, he explained, “by the
year 2600, the world’s population
would be standing shoulder to
shoulder and the electricity con-
sumption would make the Earth
glow red hot.”

So, then, the question is what
does the future hold?

“Let me stick my neck out and

\

offer my predictions for the fu-
ture. I will have some chance of be-
ing right about the next hundred
years,” Hawking said, “but the rest
of the millennium will be wild
speculation.”

Since Einstein, scientists have
sought the “Holy Grail of Physics”
by developinga theory to link all
concepts of space and time and en-
ergy and matter in the universe in-
to a great unified Theory of Every-
thing

Accomplishing it, Hawking
said, would require discovering
structures with smaller and small-
er dimensions, probing to distanc-
esso small that they would be the
equivalent of “a millimeter divid-
ed by a hundred thousand billion
billion billion.”

“We are not about to build par-
ticle accelerators that can probe to
distances that small,” Hawking
said. “They would have to be larg-
er than the solar system and they
are not likely to be approved in the
present financial climate.

“However, to a very large ex-
tent we will have to rely on mathe-
matical beauty and consistency to
find the ultimate Theory of Every-
thing. Nevertheless, I am confi-
dent we will discover it by the end
of the 21st century and probably
much sooner. I would take a bet at
50-50 odds that it will be within 20
years starting now.”

Hawking turned next to the hu- ‘

man future, describing the nature
of DNA and the genetic code, and
the slow pace at which biological
evolution proceeds.

“There has been no significant
change in human DNA in the last
10,000 years,” he said, “but it is like-
ly that we will be able to complete-
ly redesign it in the next thousand.

- Of course, many people will say

that genetic engineering on hu-
mans should be banned. But I rath-
er doubt if they will be able to pre-
vent it.

“Clearly, developing improved
humans will create great social
and political problems with re-
spect to improved humans. I'm not
advocating human genetic engi-
neering as a good thing. I'm just
saying that it is likely to happen in
the next millennium, whether we
want it or not.

“In a way, the human race
needs to improve its mental and
physical qualities if it is to deal
with the increasingly complex
world around it and meet new
challenges like space travel. And it
also needs to increase its complexi-
ty if biological systems are to keep
ahead of electronic ones.. ..

‘“This is why I don't believe in
the science-fiction picture of an
advanced but constant future. In-
stead, I expect complexity to in-
crease at a rapid rate, both in the
biological and electronic spheres.
Not much of this will happen in
the next hundred years, which is
all we can reliably predict. But by
the end of the next millennium, if
we get there, the change will be
fundamental.”

After more than an hour of talk
and speculations and questions,
the formal evening was over.
Guests repaired to a large adjoin-
ing reception room where the fin-
ger food was abundant and deli-
cious, the wine was equally so,and -
the party continued.

Hawking graciously demon-
strated how he uses his voice syn-
thesizer — he has been known to
complain that it speaks with an
American accent —and the first

_lady chatted tirelessly, while the

president slipped away upstairs to
run the government.
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Grand Millennium Celebration Is in the Works

President, First Lady Launch National Campaign to Plan Once-in-a-Lifetime Festivities

By Peter Baker
Washington Post Staff Writer

As it turns out, the fabled Bridge
to the 21st Century will be an eclec-
tic span indeed. There will be ballet
dancing and boys’ choirs and photo-
" graphs and lectures and the original

© Star-Spangled Banner.

More than two years before the
turn of the millennium—or is it really
" three?—President Clinton and first
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton yester-
day launched a national campaign to
plan a oncein-alifetime celebration
designed, as he put it, “to honor the
past and to imagine the future.”

“For centuries, people have won-
dered what this millennium would
bring,” Clinton said, standing before
the Constitution in the majestic ro-
tunda of the National Archives.
“Would it signal an apocalypse or
herald a new world? Mark a time of
decline or atime of renewal? Whatev-

er the prophecies and forecasts ...
the millennium is no longer a distant

* possibility. It has arrived. We are

present at the future, a moment we
must now define for ourselves and
for our children.”

The approach of that future has
long fascinated Clinton, who made
the bridge his primary metaphor in
last year’s campaign and delights in
calling himself “the last president of
the 21st century.” He often defines
his administration as a transition
between an industrial past and the
information age of tomorrow.

_ With that in mind, Clinton has
created a small office and tapped his
wife and her aide, Ellen McCulloch-
Lovell, to oversee preparations along
the lines of those leadihg up to the
nation’s bicentennial in 1976 or the
Statue of Liberty's centennial in
1986. A new Internet web site will
solicit input from Americans with a
creative bent.

Clinton aides called around to
different federal agencies to collect
examples of projects already under-
way. Among those in the works are
lectures to “provoke our thinking
about the past and future,” national
television spots highlighting impor-
tant moments in history, free perfor-
mances by the Kennedy Center and
an expanded Folklife Festival by the
Smithsonian Institution.

The National Endowment for the
Arts has already earmarked $5.8
million for 29 “millennium projects,”
including a photographic survey of
the United States and a variety of
dance, music and artistic initiatives.

In addition, the archives has a plan
to preserve the original Constitution
and other major documents while
the Smithsonian is working to save
the actual American flag that in-
spired Francis Scott Key to write the
national anthem.

On a substantive level, Clinton

also vowed yesterday to solve the
glitch that threatens to disrupt thou-
sands of computers when the date
turns from 1939 to 2000.

“I want to assure the American
people that the federal government
... is taking steps to prevent any
interruption in government services
that rely on the proper functioning of
federal computer systems,” he said.

Perhaps just as knotty a dilemma,
though, is when precisely to cele-
brate. The populist theory is that the
new millennium will begin at the end
of 1999; the scholarly position is that
the true change is at the end of 2000.

The White House has a classic
Clintonian split-the-difference solu-
tion: celebrate for the whole year.

The White House Millennium
Program web site is http://
www. whitehouse.gov/Initiatives/
Millennium.




