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Jon Bon Jovi, Macy Gray, Wyclef Jean, B.B. King, John Popper, Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers and 
Stevie Wonder Among Artists to Perform at Concert Celebrating Special Olympics

A Very Special Christmas from Washington, D.C. to Premiere on 
TNT Tuesday, December 19, at 8 p.m. ET/PT

Top contemporary artists including Jon Bon Jovi, Macy Gray, Wyclef Jean, B.B. King, John Popper, Tom Petty and 

the Heartbreakers and Stevie Wonder, among others to be announced, will perform favorite holiday songs at/1 Very Special 

Christmas from Washington, D.C., a concert to celebrate the achievements of Special Olympics. The 90-minute concert 

special will premiere on Turner Network Television (TNT) Tuesday, December 19, at 8 p in. ET/PT. The event and taping 

will take place on December 14 in Washington to honor the spirit of Special Olympics along with the athletes and families 

who inspire us all.

The concert special is the second live event and ensuing telecast of performances by music artists who arc from “A 

Very Special Christmas” series of benefit albums. Royalties from the sales of these music albums, bearing inspirational 

Keith Haring artwork, have raised more than $65 million for Special Olympics Programs around the world.

“This Christmas concert offers Special Olympics the chance to not only recognize the achievements of the athletes 

but also honor the families who every day fight for the rights of their children that others take for granted,” said Special 

Olympics President and CEO Timothy P. Shriver. “We’re thrilled to be able to carry their message to an audience of 

millions.”

“The artists’ performances and the presence of luminaries who have helped guide Special Olympics to great heights 

ensure that the special concert will be a most memorable event on TNT,” said Steve Koonin, executive vice president and 

general manager of TNT.

Since the Christmas Record Grant Program’s creation in 1987, funds from the Grant Program have helped Special 

Olympics reach more athletes in rural areas, inner city schools, and minority populations within the United States. In 

addition, the Christmas Record Grant funds support development of Special Olympics in areas around the world as far 

reaching as China, Uganda, Russia and Brazil where the need is greatest.

A Very Special Christmas from Washington. D. C is executive produced by Bobby Shriver and Timothy Shriver and 

produced/directed by Joel Gallen and Tenth Planet Productions. Sandy Shapiro is executive producer for TNT.

c
A Time Warner Company

Turns ffietwork



Special Olympics is an international year-round progran1 of sports trallllflg and competttrnn tor 111d1v1aua1s w1111 

mental retardation. One million aU1letes in more than 160 countries train and compete in 25 Olympic-type summer and winter 

sports. Founded in l 968 by Eunice Kennedy Shriver, Special Olympics gives people with mental retardation continual 

opportunities to develop fitness, demonstrate courage, and experience joy as they participate in the sharing of gifts, and 

friendship with their families, other aU1letes and U1e community. Athletes and tJ1cir families arc not charged a fee to 

participate in Special Olympics. 

Turner ctwork Television, currently seen in 79.6 million homes, is Turner Broadcasting System. lnc.'s 24-hour. 

adve1tiser-supportcd service offering original motion pictures and miniseries; original series, non-fiction specials and live 

events; contemporary films from tJ1e world's largest film library, tJie combined Turner and Warner Bros. film libraries; 

exciting BA, professional golf and Wimbledon Tennis action; exclusive coverage of both the 2000 Winter and 200 I 

GoodwiU Games; and popular television series. 

Turner Broadcasting System, Inc., a subsidiary of Time Warner Inc., is a major producer of news and entertainment 

product around tJ1c world and the leading provider of programming for the basic cable industry. 

CO TACTS: 
Lauren Hammann 
SamantJ1a Graham 
Sheila Jamison 
Fran Curtis 
Betty Ann Hughes 

T T-Atlanta 
T T-New York 
TNT- ew York 
Rogers & Cowan 
Special Olympics 

-30-

404/885-0797 
212/714-6926 
212/714-6981 
646/658-8322 
202/824-0338 

lauren.hammann@turner.com 
samantJia.graham turner.com 
sheila.jamison@tumcr.com 
fcurtis shandwick.com 
bhughes@specialolympics.org 

This information can also be accessed on TBS, Inc. 's press site at http://pressroom.turner.com 

For more information on Special Olympics visit the website at http://www.specialolympics.org. 
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A VERY SPECIAL CHRISTMAS RECORDS

• More than $65 million has been generated for Special Olympics by the music album senes.

• The fourth album, A Very Special Christmas Live from Washington DC, was released in 1999 
and is a compilation of songs from alive concert at the White House in 1998.

• The A Very Special Christmas series that was launched in 1987 under the A&M Records 
label has been enjoying “record” success for more than a decade.

• Released in 1987, A Very Special Christmas sold more than a million copies in its first year, 

generating millions of dollars.

• Performing artists enthusiastically donate their talents in an extraordinary array of music, 

including pop, rock, rap, gospel, and jazz.

• Two albums. Jazz to the World (1995) and World Christmas (1996) produced by Capitol 
Records in back-to back years, turned out to be a valuable gift to Special Olympics.

• Ini 992, A Very Special Christmas 2 was released and enjoyed enormous critical and 

commercial success.

• The third album, A Very Special Christmas 3, was released in 1997 on the 1 O'1' Anniversary 

of the Series.

• Recent grants have gone to support strategic growth initiatives in Brazil, China, Egypt, 
Russia and South Africa where the need is the greatest. Program Development and athlete 
recruit initiatives also were funded in Paraguay, Zimbabwe, France, Spain, and Central Asia.

• Disbursed in grants, the royalties raised each year by the Christmas albums play a crucial role 
in everything Special Olympics does, from providing sports equipment and skill guides, to 
starting up entire new Special Olympics programs and initiatives around the world.

• Special Olympics Programs worldwide apply for these competitive grants which are awarded 
based on individual program needs. Within the United States, funds from the grant program 
have helped Special Olympics reach more athletes in rural areas, inner city schools, and 

minority populations.

• Record Producer Jimmy Iovine came up with the idea for the musical holiday tribute in 1986 
as a way of memorializing his father, Vincent, who died during the holiday season. Iovine’s 
wife, Vicki, who was a devoted Special Olympics volunteer, suggested that the record 

proceeds benefit the organization.

• Bobby Shriver agreed to oversee the record project and has since served as the Executive 

Producer for the records.
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“A Very Special Christmas from Washington, D.C. ”

THE WHITE HOUSE RECEPTION

• A detailed sequence of the event follows.

THE CONCERT:

• From the Special Olympics viewpoint, the puipose of the concert is:

• For Special Olympics athletes and their families to enjoy beautiful music 
performed by several of the world’s most popular recording artists;

• Short vignettes on film featuring Special Olympics athletes and a brief history of the 
Special Olympics movement will be presented throughout the concert.

• President and Mrs. Clinton will host a reception and an evening of musical 
entertainment at the White House on December 14, 2000 to honor the spirit of 
Special Olympics along with athletes and families who have inspired us all.

• To use the later broadcast to promote acceptance of persons with mental 

retardation

• The attendees are a representative cross-section of Special Olympics athletes, 
families, Board Members, sponsors, and celebrity supporters.

• TNT will tape the concert for broadcast on Tuesday, December 19, 2000 at 8:00 

p.m. ET/PT

• The concert will feature the following recording stars:

• Jon Bon Jovi

• Macy Gray
• Wyclef Jean
• B.B King
• John Popper
• Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers

• Stevie Wonder
• Stevie Nicks

• A ninety-minute holiday music concert will follow the reception. The President and 
Mrs. Clinton plan to be in attendance for the entire concert and will speak during the 

final act.



SPECIAL OLYMPICS FAMILIES

Andy also almost qualified for the Paralympics in Aquatics

Martha Beck & Adam Beck (son)

Miyares Family
Andy (Athlete), Anna Maria (Mom), Carlos (Dad)

The Miyares family of Special Olympics Florida - Miami-Dade is the kind of family 
every county program wishes they had. Led by sixteen-year old athlete, Andy, the 
Miyares family is a backbone of Dade County's Program. Andy s mother, Anna, selves 
as the families’ chairperson and is one of the most active fund-raisers in the county. She 
has acquired computer systems, in-kind donations, and financial contributions from the 
community. She also initiated the Program’s first aquatics invitational that began last 
summer and sen es as a head of delegation and chaperone for the Dade County Program

Dr. Martha Beck is a respected author, counselor, parent of three, and friend of Special 
Olympics. Dr. Beck holds three degrees from Harvard University, all in the social 
sciences, and has taught a variety of subjects at Harvard and the American Graduate 
School of Intemational Management. She speaks frequently about the psychological and 
social issues relating to children with disabilities. Her articles on these topics have 
appeared in many publications, from Parenting magazine to Reader's Digest. She is a 
contributing editor to Redbook and Real Simple magazines, and appears weekly on the 
television program, Good Morning Arizona. She is the author of Expecting Adam and 
Breaking Point: Why Women Fall Apart and How They Can Re-create Their Lives. Dr.

Andy’s father, Carlos, also performs a variety of volunteer tasks in addition to being a 
Special Olympics Unified Sports™ partner with his son. But the family involvement 
doesn’t stop there: siblings, cousins, and friends have all become involved. Because of 
the family’s outstanding commitment and leadership, Special Olympics Florida presented 

the Miyares family with the 1997 Family of the Year Award.

At the heart of the involvement is Andy. Andy stays busy year-round, participating in 
aquatics, tennis, and basketball skills. Andy was recently presented with the Greater 
Miami Chamber of Commerce’s annual “Inspiration Award.” The award was given 
during the 2000 Sports Hall of Champions Banquet in Miami. Andy was recognized for 
his athleticism, courage, and attitude, and for exemplifying the best of Special Olympics 

and the human spirit.

The dedication, mentoring, love and support that the family shows towards Andy is also 
shared with his fellow athletes. The Miyares treat every athlete as if they were apart of 
their family. They have made a lasting impression on Special Olympics in Dade County 

for their commitment to Special Olympics.



The Maxwells

Dr. Beck’s son, Adam, is a Special Olympics Arizona athlete. He is 12 years old, in the 
seventh grade, and attends Desert Mountain Middle School. Adam has been involved 
with Special Olympics for four years. He participates in basketball, swimming, baseball, 
bowling, soccer, and would like to try floor hockey. Adam is also a trumpet player and 
last year served on the 6th grade student council at Whispering Winds School. This 
summer he traveled with his mother to Jamaica as a Goodwill ambassador. He got to 
meet both the Prime Minister and Governor General. Dr. Beck says Adam pays little 
attention to her work as there are many other things 12-year-olds find more interesting.

Special Olympics athlete Christine Maxwell, a freshman college student at National 
Louis University in Evanston, Illinois, competed in gymnastics at the 1999 Special 
Olympics World Summer Games. In 1998, she and her father, Joe, won a silver medal at 
the Special Olympics Unified Sports™ Bowling competition in Reno, Nevada. Special 

Olympics is a family affair for the Maxwell clan:
• Her sister Becky’s husband ran the Torch for the Buffalo Grove (Illinois) Police

Department as part of the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics

Mrs. Beck says Adam’s speech can be difficult to understand and he is aware of this. He 
tries very hard to articulate clearly. He interviews best in a taped situation that allows for 
editing and slower response times. Adam is comfortable working with media as he’s 
been interviewed several times by major media including a two day shadowing that was 

done by Reader’s Digest.

The Becks are a white middle class family of 5 currently living in Phoenix, Arizona.

Beck has spoken at several Special Olympics events in the past year and has repeatedly 

brought audiences to tears and laughter.

John and Martha Beck had two Harvard degrees each when they conceived their second 
child. Further graduate studies, budding careers, and a growing family meant major 
stress. When Martha learned that their unborn son had Down Syndrome, she battled 
nearly everyone over her decision to continue the pregnancy. She still cannot explain 
many of the things that happened to her while she was expecting Adam, but by the time 
he was bom, Martha, as she puts it, “had to unlearn virtually everything Harvard taught 
her about what is precious and what is garbage.” Dr. Beck’s book Expecting Adam is an 
uplifting and compassionate account of being gifted with a son with mental retardation 
who opens her heart to the deep intuitions that love can bring.

Dr. Beck's presentation is one that appeals to many audiences - parents of children with 
mental retardation, coaches of Special Olympics athletes, community leaders, academics, 
and truly the public in general. She can inspire, educate, entertain, and set an example at 

the same time.
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The Lucas Family
Ashley (Athlete), Renee (Mom), Brittany (Younger Sister)

Thirteen members of the Maxwell family attended the 1999 Special Olympics World 

Games in support of Christine!

• Christine’s sister Suzy and her husband bowl every Thursday in the Unified Sports 

Bowling Program
• Her uncle in Moline, Illinois coordinates the Spring Games for his area program
• Mr. Maxwell is spearheading a pilot program through his business, which will raise 

funds for Special Olympics Programs

It's not unusual to see the solitary figure of a woman jumping up and down 
the sidelines, screaming for her daughter Ashley as she races toward the 
finish line. The unmistakable voice of Renee Lucas means a great deal to her 
11-year-old daughter and all of those within earshot. This proud, beaming 
mother is extremely dedicated to her daughter,particularly, when it comes to 
Special Olympics. Special Olympics has played a vital role in their lives.

Ashley has participated in Special Olympics for the past 4 years. She 
attends Slowe Elementary school in the District of Columbia.
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• Athletes and their families are not charged a fee to participate in Special Olympics.

• This concert is symbolic of the great achievements that are possible when people work 
together to honor the triumph of the human spirit.

What is the event?
• Top contemporary artists including Jon Bon Jovi, Macy Gray, Wyclef Jean,

B.B. King, John Popper, Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers and Stevie Wonder among others 
will perform favorite holiday songs at A Very Special Christinas from Washington, D.C.

A Very Special Christmas from Washington, D.C. 

Special Olympics Talking Points

• The concert special is the second live event and ensuing telecast of performances by music 
artists who are from “A Very Special Christmas” series of benefit albums.

What is the Special Olympics Christmas Record Grant Program?
• Royalties from the sales of these music albums, bearing inspirational Keith Haring artwork, 

have raised more than $65 million for Special Olympics Programs around the world.

• The concert will take place on December 14 to honor the spirit of Special Olympics along 

with the athletes and families who inspire us all.

What are the albums?
• A series of four “A Very Special Christmas” albums have been made since producers Jimmy 

d Vicky Iovine teamed up with Bobby Shriver to create the first one in 1987.

• Through sports training and competition. Special Olympics athletes improve their physical 
fitness and motor skills, gain greater self-confidence, develop a more positive self-image, 
make new friends, and attain greater acceptance within the community.

• Through the Christmas Record Grant Program, these Christmas record royalties have had 
global impact, providing a major source of funding for Special Olympics Programs around 
the world. This funding allows Special Olympics, Inc. to fulfill its mission of providing more 
and better sports training and competition opportunities for individuals with mental 

retardation.

W hat is Special Olympics?
• Special Olympics is an international program of year-round sports training and athletic 

competition for children and adults with mental retardation. Today, more than one million 
athletes in over 160 countries train and compete in 25 Olympic-type sports.

• Many top musical artists have donated their time and talents including: Jon Bon Jovi, Macy 
Gray, Wyclef Jean, B.B. King, John Popper, Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers, Stevie 
Wonder, Bruce Springsteen, Madonna, Eric Clapton, Frank Sinatra, RUN-D.M C , Randy 

Travis, and Luther Vandross.



Language Guidelines

Appropriate terminology:

Terminology to avoid:

• Do not use the label kids when referring to Special Olympics athletes. Adult athletes 

are an integral part of the program
• Do not use the word the in front of Special Olympics unless describing a specific 

Special Olympics event or official

Words matter. Words can open doors to enable persons with disabilities to lead fuller, 
more independent lives. Words can also create barriers or stereotypes that are not only 
demeaning to persons with disabilities, but also rob them of their individuality. The 
following language guidelines have been developed by experts in mental retardation for 
use by anyone writing or speaking about persons with disabilities to ensure that all 

people are portrayed with individuality and dignity.

• Refer to participants in Special Olympics as Special Olympics athletes, rather than 

Special Olympians or Special Olympic athletes
• Refer to individuals, persons, or people with mental retardation, rather than 

mentally retarded people or the mentally retarded
• A person has mental retardation, rather than is suffering from, is afflicted with, or 

is a victim of mental retardation
• Distinguish between adults and children with mental retardation. Use adults or 

children, or older or younger athletes
• A person uses a wheelchair rather than is confined or restricted to a wheelchair.

• Down syndrome has replaced "Down's Syndrome" and mongoloid

• Refer to participants in Special Olympics as athletes. In no case should the word 

appear in quotation marks
• When writing, refer to persons with a disability in the same style as persons without a 

disability: full name on first reference and last name on subsequent references. Resist 
the temptation to refer to an individual with mental retardation as "Bill." rather than 

the journalistically correct "Bill Smith" or "Smith”

• A person is physically challenged or disabled rather than crippled

• Use the words "Special Olympics, Inc." when referring to the worldwide Special 

Olympics Program



• Do not use the adjective unfortunate when talking about persons with mental 
retardation. Disabling conditions do not have to be life-defining in a negative way

• Do not sensationalize the accomplishments of persons with disabilities. While 
these accomplishments should be recognized and applauded, people in the disability 
rights movement have tried to make the public aware of the negative impact of 
referring to the achievements of physically or mentally challenged people with 

excessive hyperbole
• Use the word special with extreme care when talking about persons with mental 

retardation. The term, if used superfluously, can become cliche in contiguous 

references to Special Olympics.
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Special Olympics is an international year-round program of sports training and competition for children 
and adults with mental retardation. More than one million athletes in over 160 countries train and 
compete in 25 Olympic-type summer and winter sports. Founded in 1968 by Funice Kennedy Shriver, 
Special Olympics provides people with mental retardation continuing opportunities to develop fitness,
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Special Olympics
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TO:

FROM: Betty Ann Hughes, Senior Media Relations Manager

, /IDATE:

FAX #:

c*Lj
Number of pages including cover sheet:

Media Relations Department
Fax Cover Sheet

Special Olympics, Inc.
1325 G Street, N.W. 
Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20005
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Direct Telephone: (202) 824-0338
Fax: (202) 824-0337
Email: bhughes@specialolvnwics.org or bettvannso@aol.com i
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Special Olympics is an international year-round program of sports training and competition for children 
and adults with mental retardation. More than one million athletes in over 160 countries train and 
compete in 25 Olympic-type summer and winter sports. Founded in 1968 by Eunice Kennedy Shriver, 
Special Olympics provides people with mental retardation continuing opportunities to develop fitness, 
demonstrate courage, and experience joy as they participate in the sharing of gifts, skills, and friendship 
with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.
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personal privacy 1(a)(6) of the PRA] 

b(l) National security classified information ((b)(1) of the FOIA) 
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b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 
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b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement
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concerning wells 1(b)(9) of the FOIA]
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wemedia
llte.slylc.aeeecs.

December 12, 2000

I Dear Ms. Dalsimer,

(b)(6) (b)(6)

Sincerely,

I

’30 WHIIom Strece
New Var|<, Nr 1OO38

212.931.67oo
i:«x: 2’2.3>5.62GC

Try 372.375.G235

I
I
I

My Social Security Number is (b)(6) and rny birth date is 
Thanks for all your help and I’U see you on Thursday, December 14.

Rosemarie Blitchington (j 
WeMedia Magazine, editor
130 William Street, 3rd floor 
New York, NY 10038
Rosemarie@wemagazine.com

Gayleen Dalsimer
First Lady’s Press Office

■ (202)456 7805 (fax)
I
I
I

www.we„<.di3 corn
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DEC-14-2000 THU 03:17 PM PEOPLE MAGAZINE FAX NO. 2028614005 P. 02

Peop Time Inc.

1

December 14, 2000

Please credential Brian Karem for this evening’s Special Olympics dinner.

Dob:

(b)(6)
Socia

A Time Warner Company

tdMkly

F

Linda Kramer
Washingion, DC
Deputy Bureau Chief

Gayleen Dalsimer
Office of the First Lady 
The White House

202-861-4074 
linda_kramer@peoplemog.com

People
555 12th Street NI.W.
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20004



DEC-14-2000 THU 03:17 PM PEOPLE MAGAZINE FAX NO. 2028614005 P. 01

a

202-861-4043

FAX COVER SHEET

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 
t

202-861-4005FAX:

(NUMBER OF PAGE(S) TO FOLLOW:

COMMENTS:

A Time Warner Company

t 
I

i r

weekly

Time Inc.

People
555 12th Street, NW .
Suite 600
Washington, DC 20004

FAX: 

PHONE: 
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b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 
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VERY SPECIAL HRISTMAS FROM WASHINGTO , 0 . .

PRE CLEA RA CE REQU E TS FOR DEC. l 4 

Access Hollywood-Thursday afternoon rehearsal and anivals at 6: Op.m. 
Talent: Patrick O'Brien 

DOB: 
#: 

Place c 

Producer: Steve I--1 am berg 
D0£3: 

(b)(6) 

SS#: (b)(6) 

Place c 

Camern: Donald Schoemmann 
DOB: 

#: (b)(6) 

Place o 

Audio: David O'B1ien 
DOB: 
S#: 

Place o 

Reuters TY - Thursday afternoon rehearsal 
Repo1ter: Nina Donaghy 

DOB: 

amera: 

SS#: (b)(6) 

Place o 

David piro 
DOB: 
SSit: 

Place o 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

Reuters Photographer - Thursday afternoon rehearsal 
Brendan McDermid 
DOB: 
SS#: 

(b)(6) 
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b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement

purposes ((b)(7) of the FOIA]
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of

financial institutions ((b)(8) of the FOIA]
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tr��- "Osmundsen, Lorraine" <LOsmundsen@Shandwick.com> 
� ,_ 1;J! · 12/11/2000 10:46 44 AM 

· .. .,..,r,,t)> . 

Record Type: Record 

To Erika A. Balcheller/VVHO/EOP 

CC. 

Subject. TNT A VERY SPECIAL CHRISTMAS 

Leslie Gross from Rogers & Cowan will be working the rehearsals and sh��-, n d, h l�/ p.J r»
The following is the information you requested: 

T �
� l I v � · 

\ JM1J \JJ.J.7V
V

l r � ,-
Leslie Nichole Gross V r tf(f, 

. _ 

'f} 
(D�l] ) l 1/AVVI tyv_vvl0, . �

(b)(6) 

� �I 7 Jbl .

�� 

V 
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11/�7/UU 18:U0 PAX 202 334 5587 STYLE 

-

Nov. 27, 2000 

ar1,cb.l11sJ1ingtonpost 
115015"' STREET N, W, 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2007i-7403 

(202) 334-6000 

To: Lissa Muscatine, Erika Batcheller and Gayleen Dalsimer 

From: Robin Groom, editorial assistant/Styk: 

Re; Nov. 28 evening event 

We would like to request a space in the White House pool fot photographer Gerald Marlineau. Please let 
me know if you can accommodate us. I can be reached at 202-334-7555 (the fax number is 202 334-5587) 
ot at groomr@washpost.com. 

Many thanks. 

[4] 0011001 




