
Clinton .to 
bring strong 

message 
to North 

From Joe Carroll, 
in Moscow 
PRESIDENT Ointon will bt 
brlllli111 a "sln>Dg message" to 
Northern Ireland today that 
Ibero aust be "no llarbcMuirag 
or CODdonl111" ol rioltn<e. 

Ht ..-Ill tell the lbousaadt of 
people bt will mttt aaoss 
Northern Ireland lbt there 
amt be "no shelter for lbOH 
people" who did re,ttbeasible 
acts ncb as the bombi111 In 
Omagh or the bam111 to .._tb 
nf the three Qulu boys "ill res­
ponse to Dl'UIC2'tt", according 
to Mr Olnton's flcl'riser OD 
Northern lrelaad, Mr Jim 
Steinberg, 

Ht said la a brlt69& btrt for 
tbt Prtslde■t's rislt that "the 
people who were usoclated 
witb tbe 'Real IRA' alkl their 
paUtlcal ana, the 32-Connty 
&J'Ollp, an, oa the.,.., They're 
deftml,e, tbe,'n wnrillillf to 
staDd •P u4 dd'ead the actiOlts 
that tbey'n, tal<tn." 

Mr Steinber& said Ibis would 
be "11 •ff)' pawerflll aaNsage, 
but that's DOI to say there WOil 't 
be more bombs. Th<re will al­
ways be more bolllbs." Bot lt 
wouJd be Impossible (or the 
"sma.U minority wbo is now es­
senlially reriled by tbe Yast ma­
jority of tbt peoplt ol Nortloern 
lnlud to tltnil" tbe pt«e 
process. 

Mr Stelnbui told Tiu /rill 
Tilna the US goffrnmeat 
would take all pOSSlble steps to 
cut off fundlrag for the 'Real 
IRA' 1Dd the 32 Couaty SoYtt• 
elanty Monmut of Ms Berna­
dette SIDds-McK.eritt. $be, bid 
been refusff a •iu and tbty 

were dbcussing putting tbe 
' Real IRA' on the terrorist Usts 
of tbt State Departmo,,t aad 
tbt Department or J atice. 

Mr Stein~ praised tbe 
"yny Important stat .... nl ol 
the Siu Filn presldeat, Mr 
Gerry Adams, iDdk:adng that 
~illaupportoftbt~ 
litical process Is Oft!, dooe and 
goae". The Wlllte Hoase had 
bee■ laYOIYed la COIISllltalioDs 
wltb Mr Adams lndilla ap to 
the atatemeat bat "I thiak 
other tbu to •auest • .,.111 .... 
<ally about what tbt mesuae 
Ottg~I to be, we did DOI draft 
lanpaae". 

Mr Clintoa's rislt coaJd be 
■eea u "try\11& to ah'• a fllrtbtr 
llllpd■S to Ill< pt«e ~". 
He .....w be meetlna tbe Finl 
Millister, Mr Da,ld Trimble, 
tbt Dt9atY Finl Mlnbttr, Mr Stamm Mallon, and other ~ 
litlcal leaden. 

Asked if tbe Prtsldeat would 
be lllffdlll the Re, Ju Paisley, 
who bas tritlclsed tbe US role 
In the peace proass, Mr 
SteiDbera said bt would be 
meed111 hlm with two or three 
other DUP -mbers. 

Tbe President "doesn' t ban 
great lllusiOIIS lbal be wiU nec­
essarily conYiace Mr Paisley ol 
what we're trying to accom­
plish, or what oar role ought to 
be, bat we luiow that tbt •ast 
,..jorlty of tbe parties aDd the 
people welcome tbe President 
coming t1M,re and I think tbt 
President reels 1h11 it's an op. 
port1IDJty for Mr Paisley aDd 
all the party laden to baYO a 
chance to say their piece and 
he's ready to a.nswer tbe111 in 
tunl." 
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Mrs Hillary Clinton during her address to thew-a ia Democracy ~aft1 
Hall, Belfast, last Di&hL Photograph: Pacemaker 
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Mayor who will give 
city honour to Clinton 

criticises US policy 
By Mark Brennock 
THE Mayor of Limerick. who is 
due to confer the freedom of the 
city on President Oin1on on Sat• 
urday. has strongly criticised US 
foreign policy and in particular 
the recent attacks on Sudan and 
Afaban1stan. 

Councillor Joe Harrington yes­
terday accused the US President 
of applyina double standards by 
condemning the Omagh bombina 
and yet orderiDJ missile attacks 
on Sudan and Afghanistan. 

However, he said he would ful­
fil his funct ioru in conferring_ the 
freedom of the city on Mr Oin­
ton. He was representing Limerick 
City Council, which had agreed 
without a vote to confer the free­
dom of the city on the President. 
"I will not use my position to 
score political points with any­
body", he said. 

Mr Harrington an independent 
socialist councillor since I 9U, 
will not wear his ceremonial 
robes: he is one of seven of Limer• 
ick's 17 city councillor$ who re-

fuse to wear robes on formal 
occasions. 

He told The Irish Tim~s yester­
day that he had gone to Omagh to 
meet relatives of 1bc victims and 
attend some of the funerals. "It is 
very bard for me then to tum on 
the television and see missiles 
being fired into backward 
countries in Africa and Asia. It's a 
double standard I couldn't possi­
bly support." 

Mr Harrinaion said that he 
sympathised with the victims of 
the bombings in Nairobi and Dar­
es-Salaam. "Out I don't believe 
missiles are an answer to that. I 
believe tbc fundamentalist politics 
coming out of the Middle East 
arise out of a history where the 

~:-~~~ ~rft ~~~n :~~~~ 
ing the conse!\ucnces in the form 
of terrorism. I m not justifyinJ it, 
but we muJt put il in context.' 

He hoped Mr Ointon did not 
"10 around the wortd with a ser­
mon in his pocket", but instead 
would listen 10, and be influenced 
by, people he met on foreign trips. 

Mr HamnJton said he sup­
ported the nght of those who 
planned to protest during the free­
dom of the city ceremony to do so, 
but he would nOI be participating 
in the protest. 
• The Workers' Party staged pro­
tests in Dublin and Belfast yester­
day over the attacks on Sudan and 
Afllhanistan. The party mounted a 
piclcet outside the US embassy in 
Dublin and handed in a letter of 
protcst. A similar protest took 
place simultaneously outside the 
office of the US consulate in 
Belfast. 

The party's president, Mr Tom 
French, said that the attacks on 
Sudan and Afghani11an amounted 
10 "nothing less than Slate terror• 
ism .. and were .. in total contra• 
vent ion of international law". 

The WP is calling on President 
Ointon to comply with requests 
from Sudan for an indeg:;odent 

1~~;~0o"u~. t~~t~~~~ cla'I'.:~ 
it was a chemical wcaporu plant, 
but Sudan maintains that it was a 
pharmaceutical factory. 

Traffic to he affected by visit 
EXTENSIVE traffic restrictions 
will operate in Dublin tomorrow 
for the visit of President Ointon. 

The Northern Cross Motorway, 
and the MSO between Navan 
Road and the MI interchange, 
will be closed to traffic or severely 
restricted between I p.m. and 
8 p.m. Motorists travellina to 
Dublin Airport 0< port can Upect 
long delays. 

On-street parkina will be pro­
hibited from S p.m. today until 
4 p.m. tomorrow in the following 
areas: Main Phocni• Parle Road, 
Conyngham Road, Grand Canal/ 
South Circular Road from 
lslandbridgc to Haddinaton Road 
and Mount Street Lower parts of 
Merrion Square and St Stephen's 
Green. Eartsfort Terrace, Adelaide 
Road and Charlemont Street. 

Severe traffic rcStrictions will 

operate in the same areas. 
Further parking and tra!Jic 

restrictions will operate between 
7 p.m. today and 9 p.m. tomorrow 
in Phoenix Park a nd at the 
follcnving locations: Ashtown 
Gate, Navan Road between 
Ashtown and the MSO, the MSO 
between Navan Road and the Ml 
interchange, Coolock Linc and 
the Ml between the MSO and 
Dublin Airport. 
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Hillary praises 
the vital role 

of women in the 
peace process 

By Suzanne Breen, 
in Belfast 
MRS Hillary Rodharo Ointon has 
said the peace process in Nonhef)l 
lrel.and would have been 1roposs1-
ble without the courage and 
strength of women. 

She was addressing the Women 
in Democracy conference at a 
packed Waterfront Hall in Belfast 
yesterday. She looked relaxed as 
she delivered a keynote address on 
women's rights and achievements. 

lt was her first public speech 
since her husband admitled his 
"inappropriate" relationship with 
Ms Monica Lewinsky. It was de-
1.ivered in a cool, professional 
style. 

Mrs Ointon did not refer to the 
scandal and showed no signs of 
strain. Looking confident and ele­
gant in a navy suit, she received a 
standing ovation. 

Those present included the wife 
of the First Minister, Mrs Daphne 
Trimble; the RUC Chief Consta­
ble, Mr Ronnie Aanagan; the Sinn 
Hin leaders, Mr Gerry Adams, 
Mr Manin McGuinness and Mr 
Pat Doheny; Ulster Unionist rep­
resentatives Mr Jim Wilson and 
Mr Peter Weir; the US ambassa­
dor 10 Ireland, Mrs Jean Kennedy 
Smith: and the chief executive of 
lhe Nonhem Ireland Fair Em­
ployment Commission, Mr Bob 
Cooper. 

Mrs Clinton said women's 
voices could not be ignored. "lf 
you listen you can hear the voices 
of women who withstood jeers 

and threats to make themselves 
heard in the political world once 
reserved primarily for men." 

She praised the Nonhem Secre­
tary, Dr Mo Mowlam, for her "vi­
sion and dedication". She said the 
role of women in the search for 
peace in Nonhern Ireland could 
not be ignored and she paid a 
warm tribute to all those involved. 

"None of this would have been 
possible were ii not for the cour­
age and s1rengt.h of generations of 
women.~· 

She expressed optimism about 
the future and promised that the 
US would continue to do all it 
could to suppon the North and 
the peace prooess. "You will only 
move forward. and as you do 
please know that Ainenca will 
stand with you." 

She said women's voices must 
be heard in the new Nonhern Ire­
land, "a Nonhem Ireland people 
have Jived for, died for and, yes, 
finally voted for", 

In one of her few refmnces to 
her husband, Mrs □inion spoke 
aboul their joint visit to Omagh, 
Co Tyrone, today. "When my hus­
band and I visit Omagh, we will 
pay tribute to those who were 
murdered by the enemies of 
peace. 

"They were mos ti y women and 
children. Catholic and Protestant. 
unionist and nationalist, yourJ8 
and old. They were people simply 
living their lives, working in a 
drapery story, hanging out with 
friends, bu).'m& school unifonns 
for their children. 

''The terrorists targeted the 
people of Northern Ireland, and in 
response it was the people, all the 
people, who bravely stood side b)' 
side to say hatred and violence 
will no longer have a place here. 

"We have chosen ballots not 
bombs, democ.racy not di visiorl. 
We have resolved to live in peace. 
We will never ~o back. We will 
only go forward. ' 

She said the last few months 
had shown that the road to pea~ 
was not easy, but she had no 
doubt that the bombs and terror­
ists would not prevail. 

She expressed delight when sl\e 
was praised by a Derry student, 
Ms Fiona Hu~cs, who mtro­
duoed her as a · role inodel to me 
and 10 young women around the 
world". 

There was no opponunity for 
journalists to interview Mrs Oin­
ton, although the media scruti­
nised her every gesture for s,gns of 
stress. She did not seem coq­
cemed and smiled broadl)'. 

As she arrived at the confer­
ence, she tumed and waved to 
photographers and reponers who 
bad P,thered, and shouted: 
"Hello·. She told her audience she 
was delighted to be back in 
Belfast. 

Mrs Ointon said it was impor­
tant that people shared ideas to 
tnmsfonn their hopes for peace 
into reality. The new state-<:>f-the­
art Waterfront Hall symbohsed 
everything wonderful that was 
happening in Nonhem Ireland. 
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Dail -a~d Commons. i 

speedy joint moves 
Br Geraldine Kell.Dtdr, in 
Dllblln, ucl Raebel Donnelly, 
laLondon . ,. 
THE Prcsidcn~lal Commission 
1w been pul oa standby lo 1ian 
the. Ofrcnca A&alDlt lbe SJ&tc 
(Amcndmcnl) Bill Into la• al Aru 
an Uachtariln tonlpt. 

Provlalonal■ loll 'Real 
IIIA' to diHanda Trl!Mla a 

ta-•ullpatyon 
-...w1111u-■1 

CHnton i:t:.,, atrone 
~....... 111 page9 
Cllnton'aeffortaatawltat 

lnpuallfw .. ,...._ 
... ,, Hollandi page 18 
D611 and Comm~• 
deNlaet pages 16-13 

The Government hu put 1he 
commission oa notice tha1 II i1 
proposina an early alp11ure mo­
tion f9r lbe Bill to pve Immediate 
dfect 10 lhe n-meuura to com• 
bat ~Ulwy activity ln lhe 
wake of the Om-.!! atrocity. All r.:e-51i1=y~~ )llsicd by The Ofl'ences Apinst Ille State 
-~ "'&lll6irlyaianatl,IR (Amendment) Bil(. had •11 ea.sy 

-will enab • 1tlo 111e what the pasuae th.roua)i t/ie' o,u wh.ibb 
l Tlolseach - u - WU recil1ed in eme,sency 1a1 

-

i.i;~ for a t~ lllliak' Xt$lerda)\_ "N& .. rDIIUllld• The priJlciple or lhd BIii .., .. Ill~ 

~ ~ Pres~i;IJ' ' Ion fli°&~~t~im~~~>'• bj'.' 
.- comDrisi• the llllltloe, Oolr three deputies, Mr 
,Mt Justice t:iam Hamilton. tbe Caomh&hfn 6 Caoliin (Sinn 
Ceann Combalrle Mr Seamus F~in), Mr Tony _ Orqory (lo­
J!•ttllOII, and lbe ~ thaoirl~b or d~~dent) and ,Mr Joe Hi&&im 
the., ~ Senator Brian (lnclependent Socllliat) eoul)lt a 
MWJooly - l!IDI Bills into 11• In vote 10 oppose. the Bill. 
the UINIICI! oftbe President. Mrs 1be most surprlJlna interveo-
McAI- It in AUIITllia. tion came from 1ho former Fine 

Tbe British legislation - the Gael leader Mr Alan D~ who 
Criminal Jliltlce (Terrorism and said the Bill was bad letislallon 
(:onsplncy) Bill - wu e~pccted and did not accord Yiith the cen­
to ao to the HOUie of Lords later ual objective of the rule of law. 
today once it ·wu pused by the "It ct-eates a ve~ clear danger 
House of Coll\J'llons. Tthat proccdum w,,11 ,be pu1 in 

Openina lbe cmcricncy recall or " plaoe,slmilar in many ways to pro, 
the British pai:!iament to debate ccdures against which we -:eho­
lhe "dracon110" antl-terrorut lq• mcntly protested in the pa11 when 
blation the P rime Minister, Mr we saw their effects and their 
Tony Blair, told MPs 1h11 "strong results in Northern Ireland abd in 
and llecislvcJ:• st.cps bad 10 be the rest of the UK", he said. 
taken to deal witli a small, unrep- Asked later why be did not seek 
racnlative l[OIIP oflcrronsts Wbo lo vote against the Bill, Mr Dukes 
wanted to use violence 10 under• said thal F,inc Gael's position 11 
mine the peace process and the yesterday's front bench mcc1ing u 
democratic will of lhe people or WU that if the Oovemmcnt fell on,,. 
the island of lrdand. security advice that ii needed the n 

Tbc Tory leader, Mr William nc:w powas in the Bill, the petty .k 
Hque - while 001 opposinf the would support ii. 
measures - said one or the ' a)ar• l.n his openin1 alatement on the 
ing" differences between the anti• Omagh bombingi the Taoiseacb 
terrorist leaislation in London and said the " Real RA" could not 
Dublin was that the British aov• hope to take on the people or I.re­

' emment had decided again.st rein• land and win. 
1roducin1 the power o f >JI remaining arqups were 
internment. abou1 to learn a lesson that would 

R~ectlna criticism from V'ithin teach them 10 respect the ,ucngth 
his own party and from the ()ppo- of Irish democraq,. , 
aition that that the anti-terrorist The Minister for Justice, Mr 
lcsislalion had been conceived in O'Donogbuc, proposed further 
baste, Mr Blair insiated that co- amendments yesterday to mccl 0 
ol)Cfllion between London and some or the civil libertarian rescr­
Oublin wu c:looer than at any valioru aboul lbe Bill. He brought 
time in t.be plSI 30 years. forward the dale on which the Bill 

·The ,Bill represented "the touah• would fall to be reviewed by sil<. 
est possible responsible me'5ures months to June 30lh, 2000. 
agamst 11errorum" but bQ bad He also assured the 0,11 !hat 
made ajudgmen1 apinst usil!J lo- the Oovemment was satisfied on 
temmcnt. However, dearly ,ndl- lhc advice available to it that the 
eating that this power remained measures were consistent with the 
an optioo

1 
be added: " We have Constitution and our intcma• 

ruled ootbmg out." tional human rilbts oblip1ioru. 



4 ~umm1t gets lost in 
uncertainty over Russ 
S

OM£ of the Russian press are 
calling i1 '"The Summit of the 
Lame Ducks". Which is go­
ina too far - they still have 

finaers on nuclear bu11ons - but it 
was a summit of two Presidents 
under severe domestic pressure and 
it decided very li11le. 

Hanging over all the lrappioas of 
m01orcadcs and banquets was the 

• total uncertainty about the polilical 
and economic future of Russia. 

The first question Mr Ycluin was 
asked in the Kremlin yesterday after 
the summit was from a Russian 
journalist who pointed ou1 1h11 
hardly anyone believed anything 
could come out of the meeting ··due 
to the known difficulties both in 
Rus.sia and America... How could 
the two leaders now claim that it was 
worthwhile? 

II was a foreign journalist who 
asked President Yellsin the tough 
question about whal happens if his 
choice for,,primc minister, Viktor 
Chemomyrdin. is again rejected by 
the Communists and their allies in 
the Duma. 

There is nothing 
the US or the world 
can do for Russia 
until it finds its 
own solution 

Since Mr Yellsin dismissed the 
Sc11ei Kiriycnlr.o government last 
week. throwina arave doubts on the 
coiainuation of prog,ess to an open 
economy, Russia has been without a 
stable system as ii grapples with its 
worst economic crisis stocc. the end 
of the communist regime. 

There is no1hina l'rcsideot Clin• 
Ion, the US or the rest of the wortd 
can do for Russia until ii finds iu 
own solution. That mcssaac emerged 
clearly from this summit. 

Mr Yellsin•s answer shows that 
neither he nor anyone else ca.n know 
what is goina to happen in the com­
ing weeks. As the wortd"s media 
plhered in the Kremlin's Catherine 
Hall waited for his words, the Rus• 
sian leader thought for a while and 
then spcaltlna very slowly, said: 

'"Well, I must say, we w,11 witness 
quite a few events 1or us 10 be able 
to achieve all those results . . . That's 
tll," 

There was laughlcr at the non• 
1nswer, but also a arudging aclmowl• 
:dpent lbat the man who is daily 
vnnen off as a sickly leader on the 
'"Y OUI still has his political wi1s 
ibout him. 

Even more admirina of the Rus• 
ian's evasiveness was President 
linton beside him, who had been 
sked by the same journalist about 
ow be felt about the widespread 
:iticism of his speech admi111na to 
• afTaJr with Monica Lewinsky as 
~t apologetic enough. 
-ibat's mr, answer, too. That was 
-.:tty good, · Mr Qinton said ap-

What was depressing at the end of the Moscow su 
yesterday was the responses to reporters• questions 

wounded leaders. It was just words, writes Joe Cs 
Washington Correspondent 

President Cllnton with President Yeltsin durin& yesterday's press conference In the Kremlin. They bad sl&ned •an 
data ~xchanges about worldwide missile launches and on a redoctlon ofplutoah,m stocks. Pbotoan,pb: Larry 

provingly of the Yehsin ans""' from 
the Bunny Carr school. knowina full 
wcU ii would not be enough 10 sat• 
isfy his own media. 

He knew, of course, that tbc ques­
tion was comins - the US press 
find! this story far more enlhrallina 
than the summit - so he 1ricd yet 
&pin to get the Lewinsky affair con­
signed to some 1rash bin of history. 
Some hope. 

Later President Ointon met par­
liamentary leaden who for the mo­
ment hold Mr Yehsin's fate in their 
hands. He told these politicians that 
any roll-back of the economic 

reforms begun under Mr Yeltsin 
would be disas1rous for Russia. 

Russia cannot defy 1he rules of the 
road in 1oday's global economy. Mr 
Ointon told these tough Russian 
politicians who arc already manocu­
vrina 10 replace Mr Yeltsin or at 
least strip him of some of bis far­
reaching powers under the consti• 
cution. 

Bui if Russia will stick to the 
reform road and avoid coina back 10 
an economy firmly under 1tatc con­
trol as in the old days. then it could 
depend on US support and that of 
international irutitutions such u tbe 

lntema1ional Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank. 

Specifically, Mr Ointon warned 
lbem that whatever government 
came to power, Russia should nOI 
try to spend its way oul of its prob• 
lems by printina more and more 
roubles. Tuition, at present a sick 
joke in Russia, should be e.ttablisbed 
as a pan of economic life as in wt$!· 
em countries and be applied fairly. 

Mr Yeh1in made it clear tbal he is 
setting this message,._ even if bis 
nomination of Mr l,ncmomyrdin 
sent the wrona sianal 10 the rest or 
the wortd. He aclcnowlcd&cd !here 

had bo 
cconom 
WC need 
bring th 
scquentl 
the Krcr 

But ht 
will not 
hand-ou1 
allhough 
when th< 
on 1rac1< 
about boo 

"What 
States is 
feet 1hat 
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A wave of support In Umerlck yesterday for a beleaguered ~dent BIii Clinton before he flies home to face the Starr repor( (Repori 

blepnts .. 
. .. i· 

FiFSt Minister confident that weapons w!]Lbe destt:<)}pd,: 
. - .. . ...: ., .,. :_ --..-~,. 

--------- · Adams, the Ulster Unionist jal'.ly release. tomorrow,~fhe now expect the Irish Security tive yesterda'.Y 
by llenryiMd)onald lead~r &aid-~ would be §lltis· 'first release$Jll:Northeffi)fy; .force~'f6,W)e' its-,new,pcwers; ~pgree{J.tosanct 
and~~' fled if the 1 QtAJdesttoyed'the'' ~'l\Jldex t&~•t~day rpasse~Pby; the .:pail, to round ing, but Trimb) 

.. ,, weapons itself< rather than ~ent. But governineiit up~ s~. . 1 bly th~re·will 
~YJI? ~~em ~~~ovettothefnter• sources~:~~~ :...:;~o_me Secretarftrack_,$!mw reserve. &you 

{=d =t~~-his ·credib~ dediflt~~~lonj~~ay, ••. ,;;zy~ 't~"1otthe . rlt1~ f;{f,&~ ~~f"~ij - ::'iiD~ 
on the good faith of Sinn Fein Trimble's new found opti- sugg~ting some mA coopera- phone intercepts Jldmissable ~ -~s~j 
by a~serting that _ the mism came as British govern- tion in rooting O\J-t the the Real. as ev:iden°' in court. Northern co · ~ 
decommisioning of · IRA ment• sources. expressed un- mA, the group responsibJifor IreJand Secqi:{ty Miri.lster · ~ 
weapp~ was i':(ow,mevitable. pre-ce<;lent~d . . •pr.i.vate .the O!}lagh bomb., : _;;: • 'Adain~I~ will .also con-.•; wfnt Mipilrl ~ 
Inret~ b'.eptmnJsed a'trailS· confitlence·1tliiit'·~e!JR'A:_ had The bombing claimed.S-its sideffofferlrlg' an 'amnesty to , cooperate wttl' 
foimation iltpo1itical,relation- decided to decommission. lfls• twenty-ninth, ·vi~ · yester- farmers storing mA anns.!' _ · tloruil body. · 
ships and seats for Sinn Fein exoected thaL Sinn Fein in rl::ov -unth 'tho--il-♦l. ~ d,;~- ~r-"-•- ,_., _ __._. •• - • 



ialdent BIii Clinton before he flies home to face the Starr report (Reports on pages 2, 18, 17). Photograph by Larry Rubenstein/Reuters 

puts his faith • m 
lat weapons will be destroyed in return for Assembly power 
Ly release tomorrow, the 
t releases in Northern Ire­
d unde\" the Good Friday 
eement. But government 
rces also reported im­
red intelligence in the 
:e of the Omagh bombing, 
iesting some IBA coopera­
•in rooting out the.the Real 
, the group responsible 'for 
Omagh bomb. 
le bombing claimed its 
1ty-ninth victim · yester­
with the death of Sean 

trath, 61, who had been in 
tlcal condition tn Belfast's 
11 Victoria Hospital since 
explosion. Two women 
lin in a critical condition 
>Spital. British Ministers 

now expect the Irish Security 
forces to use its new powers, 
passed by the Dall, to round 
up Real mA suspects. 

Home Secretary Jack Straw 
will now consider further leg­
islation to make police tele­
phone intercepts jldmissable 
as evidence in court. Northern 
Ireland Security Minister 
Adanl Ingram will also con­
sider offering an amnesty to 
farmers storing IRA arms. 

In his interview, the Ulster 
Unionist leader tempered his 
confidence by warning that he 
would not shake the hand of 
Adams when they talk on 
Tuesday. 

The Ulster Unionist execu-

tlve yesterday unanimously it so much easier to progress.· 
agreed to sanctioned the meet- He revealed that be will use 
ing, but Trinlble said: 'inevita- the meeting to tell Adams that 
bly there will be a degree of be cannot enter into a govern­
reserve ... you have got to be ment with Sinn Fein wtless 
careful about the signals you decommissioning starts. He is 
send to people.' also expected to point out that 

!e's confidence on de- thls is now the position of the 
co ioniljsEemm~from American President Bill Clln-
Sll1n in's · decision--td7tp=""·"'totrand-will·argue that he has 
point Martin McGulnness to now pushed his Ulster Union­
cooperate with the interna- ist party so far that if he was to 
tional body. He said: 'They push them any further 'he 
have put themselves on an would fall off the edge'. 
escalator and the escalator The unanimous support 
will inevitably lead to actual from the 109-strong executive 
decommissioning. The sooner for Trinlble's meeting with 
that happens the better be- Adams suggests he now en­
cause that will clearly trans- joys an unparalleled com­
form relationships and make mand of his mntv 'T"ho TTHP 

did not even have to face a 
vote from the floor on his 
strategy during the three­
hour meeting at the party's 
Belfast headquarters. 

The decision came as Bill 
Clinton closed his three-day 
tour of lteland with a passion­
ate final call on the people of 
Ireland not to throw away the 
chance of peace. He told cheer­
ing crowds in Limerick: 'As 
we mourn the losses of Omagh 
and the three little boys taken 
from their parents' arms, 
remember there will still be 
efforts by the enemies of peace 
to get you to turn back. Don't 
doit.' 



16 FOCUS: IRELAND 

Patrick Wintour, Mary 
Holland and Henry 
McDonald report on how 
Blair and Ahern brought 
in their biggest weapon 
- CI i nton - to revive the 
flagging peace process 
WHEN THE OMAGH bomb ex­
ploded at 3.10pm on 15 August, 
it seemed the Northern Ire­
land peace process was about 
to be destroyed, not just the 29 
lives the bomb has now 
claimed. The two communi­
ties would be pulled further 
apart and the already waning 
euphoria following the Good 
Friday agreement would be 
finally dissipated. 

Three weeks later, Ireland 
seems closer than ever to 
peace. Confidence in Downing 
Street, Dublin and Washing­
ton is higher than ever. 

This remarkable turn­
around did not come through 
chance, or histortc inevitabil­
ity. It was the product of fre­
netic behind-the-scenes work 
and an unprecedented level of 
political co-operation between 
Washington, Dublin and Lon­
don. 'In Northern Ireland,' one 
Cabinet Minister said, ' the 
public get to.see about a third 
of what is really going on.' 

When the bomb exploded. 
the British were caught flat­
footed. Prime Minister Tony 
Blair and Mo Mowlam, the 
Northern Ireland Secretary, 
were on holiday and the initia­
tive lay with Dublin. The Irish 
announced new laws to sweep 
up members of the Real mA. 
Successive British Ministers 
had rejected such legislation, 
but Blair felt he could not be 
seen to let the Irish take a 
harder line than his own gov­
ernment. There was also im­
portant symbolism in being 
- • - - • • .. .L'-. • C- - • 1- I -• - A. - t... ... 

source said: 'We use Clinton 
sparingly. Ifwe are not getting 
anywhere we get him to place 
a call and work bis magic.' 

In addition Blair would 
work to persuade David 
Trimble, the tnster Unionist 
Party leader, to welcome any 
Sinn Fein concessions and to 
give private commitments 
that he would meet Adams 
face to face soon after. 

All this was easier planned 
than done. Not just Trimble, 
but the entire UUP were in­
sisting that Sinn Fein could 
not join the executive unless 
decommissioning started. 

From the Sinn Fein perspec­
tive, the weeks were starting 
to tick away following the ex­
citement of the Good Friday 
agreement. Republicans were 
becoming restive at the slow 
progress over setting up the 
Assembly. Basic things had 
yet to be agreed. 

Blair and Ahern agreed they 
needed a statement from Sinn 
Fein - a commitment that the 
war was over and a promise to 
co-operate with the 
decommissisoning body. In 
return Sinn Fein would get 
assurances that Trimble 
would respond positively. 

Last weekend, leaks possi­
bly from the Irish government 
and designed to put pressure 
on Sinn Fein revealed that 
McGuinness had already held 
private meetings with the 
head of the Arms Decommis­
sioning body, General John de 
Chastelain. It was also sug-
- --£.-"" l- ,1,.t... _ 'r..-:- '-. - ---- "''- - 4 -

Clinton and HIiiary met the people of Limerick yesterday. He was brought In 

ing would satisfy Trimble. 
But Clinton was also 

needed: before leaving for 
Russia, he rang Adams to tell 
him the statement was now 
essential. 

However, there was deep 
concern in British circles 
when, last Sun!lay night, a 
distinctly unpromising inter­
view with an mA spokesman 
was released to the media in 
advance of publication in An 
Phoblacht. The mA recog-
-: - - ..i .. .__ ,.... __ .J C'-C..1- ... ---

on the text of a speech by Blair 
during the referendum cam­
paign on 14 May, it read: 'Sinn 
Fein believes the violence we 
have seen must be, for all of us 
now, a thing of the past, over, 
done with and gone.' 

In May Blair had said Sinn 
Fein's sincerity would be 
tested against whether it gave 
a 'clear and unequivocal com­
mitment that there is an end 
to violence for good ... arid the 
so-called war Is finished, done 
••"-"h ___ ...,, 

PHOTOCOPY 
:>RESERVATIOI\ 

trusted lieutenan 
Trimble duly i. 
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Patricl< V\fi~tour, Mary 
Holland and Henry 
Mco·onald report on how 
Blair and Ahern brought 
·n their biggest weapon 
- Clinton -to revive the 
=1agging peace process 
/HEN THE OMAGH bomb ex­
loded at 3.10pm on 15 A~gust, 
: seemed the Northern Ire• 
md peace process was about 
J be destroyed, not just the 29 
.ves the bomb has now 
laimed. The two communi• 
es would be pulled further 
part and the already waning 
uphoria following the Good 
riday agreement would be 
nally dissipated. 
Three weeks later, Ireland 

?ems closer than ever to 
eace. Confidence in Downing 
treet, Dublin and Washing-

source said: 'We use Clinton 
sparingly. If we are not getting 
anywhere we get him to place 
a call and work his magic.' 

In addition Blair would 
work to persuade David 
Trimble, the Ulster Unionist 
Party leader, to welcome any 
Sinn Fein concessions and to 
give private commitments 
that he would meet Adams 
face to face soon after. 

All this was easier planned 
than done. Not just Trimble, 
but the entire UUP were in• 
sis~ tl;1.at Sinn F.ein c~uld 
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, of Limerick yesterday. He was brought In 'to work his magic', according to government sources. Photograph by Larry Rubenstein/Reuters 

:he text of a speech by Blair 
i.ng the referendum cam­
gn on 14 May, it read: 'Sinn 
n believes the violence we 
,e seen must be, for all ofus 
N, a thing of the past, over, 
1e with and gone.' 
n May Blair had said Sinn 
in's sincerity would be 
1ted against whether it gave 
clear and unequivocalfO~-
••·· ___ J ln,-+ +ho,-p j.,_ ::iii end 

trusted lieutenants. paved the way for the coming more intermediaries. It had 
Trimble duly issued a cau- release of the first IBA prison- been the goal Clinton and 

tious welcome. In what was ers this week by releasing the Blair had been working 
probably a further element of two Scots guards convicted of towards, and thought so un• 
careful co-ordination, he mw-dering an unarmed Cath- likely in the wake of Omagh. 
issued a statement saying be olic in 1992. The release was Trimble was furious at the 
would, in his capacity as First probably inevitable, but in an leak, blaming Downing Street 
Minister, be meeting two unhappy blunder she failed to and insisting to colleagues he 
representlves of Sinn Fein contact the father of the mw-• had given no promise. The 
along with the other political dered•man, Peter McBride, be- leak may have led to the harsh 
parties at Stormont on Mon- fore the announcement. tone of Trimble's remarks last 
da,v. ,U.gy.v~ the.~~t •... ~cea for ,..,t_!lis error, the . Thursday saying there was no 

··- - -,;:_., _ hoon <OOt fnr the .olace.in...th.e.~~bcy__e~ecu-

stituency includes Omagh. 
Reg Empey, the UUP vice­
president and one of!qmble's 
closest aides, said: 'We. are all 
united on the decommission­
ing question. There are no 
divisions regarding that.' 
However. despite the Trimble 
bluster, the meeting with Ad­
ams will go ahead: Trimble 
con.firms the interview oppo­
site. He and Government Min­
isters are also convinced that . . 



wowd be made before Clinton 
arrived in Northern Ireland 
last Thursday. 

In truth Adams was already 
in negotiation with Ahern, 
Blair and Clinton by phone 
over the terms· of his state­
ment. It is understood that 
texts were even sent back be­
tween Downing Street and 
Sinn Fein to ensure the word-

line on .deroinmissioning. 
As soon as it was released, 

Sinn Fein let it be known it 
would be followed by a much 
more conciliatory statement 
from Adams. The line had been 
put out to steady its hardliners. 
Even Downing Street spin doc­
tors were confused. 

The Adams statement duly 
came last Tuesday. Drawing 

Street bad issued a -;_.~!come 
respanse. Clinton ,also had 
warm words ready from Mos­
cow. Trimble had been given 
warning hours in advance. 

'We knew something big 
was coming from Sinn Fein, 
something about the war 
being over but we didn't know 
how far Adams was prepared 
to go,' said one of Trimble's 

tive on the decommissioning 
body. Downing Street saw the 
appointment as passibly the 
single most impartant devel­
opment of the week. 
McGuinness has real sway 
over the IRA and would not 
agree to be nominated unless 
he could deliver something. 

In another less well choreo­
graphed move, Mowlam 

dent-IJ.ewspaper 1>:v° the Prime 
Minister. He stopped for a 
second on the tarmac and read 
the front-page headline 
'Trimble agrees to meet Ad­
ams for peace talks'. Trimble, 
it said, would not just meet 
Adams with other Political 
leaders on Monday, he would 
meet him again separately 
one-to-one. There would be no 

·w~pons-a'ncf ;~i~v";s -by, 
the unionists is in part due to a 
new unity of purpase inside 
the fractious UUP. Over the 
past few weeks Trimble has 
tried to build bridges with a 
number of his leading 
sceptics, including the Lagan 
Valley MP Jeffrey Donaldson 
and Willie Thompson, the MP 
for West Tyrone, whose con-

that came badly-unstuck was 
closer to.home. ·For it was at 
Westminster, and la t the 
hands of the British judiciary, 
that Blair faced his mQst tren-
chant criticism.. , 
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A hard man to handle the hand-in 

The erosion of the Criminal 
J ustice (Terrorism and Con­
spiracy) Bill amazed ~s. For 
it was not until late last 
Thurday night that Ministers 
finally admitted a suspect 
could be imprisoned simply if 
a police officer said be be­
lieved the accused was a mem­
ber of a proscribed organisa­
tion and the accused then 
remained silent, or withheld 

duly met 
lnesday 26 
ay after his 
- for a two­

Martin McGuinness is well equipped for 
his vital new role, reports Mary Holland 

~ting at Ash• 'IT DOESN'T matter what 
Mayo. They Gerry Fitt says. It doesn't 
1ent visit by matter what John Hume 
be used as a says. We'll fight on until we 
ne to regain get a united Ireland.' It was 

Maximum 1972, a rally in Derry's 
o be applied Bogside, and Martin 
lionists and McGuinness was standing on 
further con- the back of a lorry, making 
e visit. his first public speech. He was 
um facing 22 and looked younger- tall, 
ivas that the blond, desperately earnest. 
I Assembly McGuinness was already a 
.d without a revered IRA leader in his na­
:utive, and tive city. He has been at the 
d only func- heart of the republican move­
:sts allowed ment for almost 30 years and, 
1p their two with Gerry Adams, has been 
The Union- one of the chief architects of 
llow that if the peace process. Last 
RA decom- week's announcement that 
. statement he is to act as 'liaison officer' 
onflict was behveen Sinn Fein and the 
s no sign of official body on the decom­
nn Fein. missioning of paramilitary 
,tie, Ahern weapons is seen by the Brit­
>inn Fein- isb and Irish Governments as 
ith Martin perhaps the most important 
lY before - development of all in a mo-
I that Clin- mentous week for Northern 
> Gerry Ad- Ireland. 
1 President. McGuinness is regarded as 
vern ment .~the crucial linkbetween the ..,,,~ ~~J .:..,. +...... -· ' . 

IRA and Sinn Fein. While Ad­
ams is primarily a political 
animal, determined to move 
the whole Northern Ireland 
conflict away from violence, 
McGuinness is seen as the 
hard man who has accepted 
that the IRA cannot win a 
military struggle, but who is 
determined that the move to 
politics does not mean defeat, 
still less an abandonment, of 
the ideal of a united Ireland. 

It has become fashionable 
to describe the Adams-Mc­
Guinness partnership as a 
'soft cop, hard cop' act. This is 
too simplistic. Adams bas the 
more subtle political intelli­
gence, but McGuinness bas 
developed into a formidable 
negotiator with considerable 
media skills. 

Although they share a com­
mon background as working­
class Catholics, the hvo men 
were forged by different 
forces. Adams came from a 
traditional Belfast republican 
family with a history of IRA 
involvement and was acutely 
aware of_ ~b~ .Yl!l.nerability of 
the nationalist.~ority. 
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McGulnness: now fa;cing his 
most dangerous challenge. 

McGuinness is a product of 
the present troubles. Born in 
the heart of Derry's Bogside 
in 1950, be was part of a se­
cure, a lbeit economically dis­
criminated against, Catholic 
majority. His parents disap­
proved of violence and were 
horrified to discover he was 
in the IRA. McGuinness be­
came involved by way of the 
civil rights movement, in­
ternment and Bloody Sun­
day. He was working in a 
butcher's shop when he 
joined the IRA in 1969, but 
left the trade soon 
afterwards . 

He is in many ways a typi­
cal Irish republican hero -
devout Catholic, devoted hus­
band and father whose bob­
bies include chess and fly 
fishing. He bas also held 
every top post in the IRA, 
from officer commanding in 
Derry.to chief of staff. 

By 1972 he was regarded as 
sufficjently important to be 
flown to London, with Adams 
and others, to meet Willie 
Whitelaw. At that time' a 
senior British Army officer 
told me: 'He's exactly the 
kind of officer material we 
should be trying to recruit.' 

The close partnership~ 
hveen McGuinness and Ad­
ams has been the foundation 
for the peace process. At diffi­
cult times, when it bas 
seemed that Adams was mov­
ing too fast for the suspicious 
IRA rank and file, it bas been 
McGuinness who has been 
sent in to reassure the mili­
tants. Like Adams, he bas 
been determined from the 
start that this time the whole 
republican movement would 
move together. If, as both 
Governments hope, the ma­
jority of the mA backs the 
peace process, that is largely 
thanks to McGuinness. 

McGuinness accepted some 

time in the late Eighties that 
the mA could not win in a 
straight contest with the 
British Army, and set about 
persuading the militarists of 
the need for an other strategy. 

But this does not mean he 
is prepared to accept that the 
mA has been defeated. He 
was reputedly furious when 
secret talks were revealed in 
The Observer in 1993 and the 
Gov.ernment claimed to have 
received a message from the 
mA - in fact, written by the 
priest who acted as go-be­
tween - that 'the conflict is 
over'. McGuinness wants an 
honourable peace where no 
side is seen as the loser, and 
be believes that the Good Fri­
day agreement, if imple­
mented in full, provides the 
basis for such a settlement. 

That is why the issue of de­
commissioning is so fraught 
with difficulties. No armed 
republican group In Ireland 
has ever banded over its 
weapons, which have instead 
been left to rust in hides 
north and south of the border. 
i t has been suggested that de­
commissioning would be un­
acceptable to mariy IRA 
members who have gone 
along reluctantly with the 
Good Friday accord, and that 

they would be prepared to 
break with Adams and 
McGuinness on the issue. 
Hence the constant emphasis 
in media interviews by Sinn 
Fein leaders on the need 'to. · 
take all the guns, from all 
sides, out of Irish politics'. 

Against this, nnionists and 
the hvo governments.argue 
that, if the war is really over, 
, then there is no justification 
for the IRA to keep its arms. 

They point to the fact that 
there bas already been slip­
page in weapons and expert­
ise to the dissidents in the 
Real IRA. Besides, the Belfast 
agreement provides for de­
commissioning to take place 
within a specified time scale, 
and Sinn Fein knows this will 
have to be met. 

It is possible to see the out­
line of a way forward. For ex­
ample, the IRA couid hand 
over some arms, including 
Semtex, in exchange for a 
scaling down of the British 
security presence in south 
Aimagb. But these negotia­
tions are likely to'prove some 
of the most complex in the 
peace process. 

For Martin McGuinness, 
mA fighter turned politician, 
this could be his greatest and 
most dangerous challenge. 

' relevant information under 
questioning. No other evi­
dence would be required. 

After the bill's lightning 
passage _in the Commons it 
was in the Lords the following 
day th<!,t the ' government 
face$! · its m'ost:ndevastating 
criticism. Lord: }111.oyd, who 
completed a w ide-ranging 
review of British counter­
terrorist legislation last year, 
dismissed the bill as 'a mouse'. 
He argued police officers 
would not be able to ·back up 
their' opinion that someone 
was a meinber of the Real IRA, 
since to reveal his evidence in 
open court under cross-exami­
nation would be to jeopardise 
his sources. · 

The legislation nevertheless 
reached the st atue book 
unamended'. It is likely to be 
used north ahd south of the 
border for sweeps, and may 
yet force the Real IRA into a 
permanent ceasefire. · 

Threatening late-night vis­
its by Provisional ffiA mem­
bers to the homes of the keal 
IRA may also provoke d. col• 
lapse. Either way, it looks as if 
once again'• the Politicians, 
rather than the terrorists are 
back in the driving seat in 

• Northern Ireland. The dream 
ofpeaceisstillalive, butitwas 
a close-run thing. ' 
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acting so closely with the Dub­
lin on security issues. 

That would be given added 
strength if the two parlia­
ments passed similar mea­
sures a t the same time. 

Blair duly swallowed hard 
and decided to follow the Irish. 
However , both he and Bertie 
Ahem, the Irish Taoiseach, 
knew that repression was not 
enough. Politics was also 
needed. In nationalist circles, 
the perception was gathering 
that the peace process was 
sliding into reverse. 

As Blair himself has repeat­
edly said, if the process is not 
going forward, it starts to atro­
phy. He regards deadline set­
ting as the only way to force 
the province's politicians into 
agreement. He duly met 
Ahern on Wednesday 26 
August - the day after his 
visit to Omagh - for a two­
hour strategy meeting at Ash­
ford Castle, Co Mayo. They 
agreed the imminent visit by 
Bill Clinton could be used as a 
convenient deadline to regain 
the momentum. Maximum 
pressure needed to be applied 
to the Ulster Unionists and 
Sinn Fein to make further con­
cessions before the visit. 

The conundrum facing 
Ahem and Blair was that the 
Northern Ireland Assembly 
could not go ahead without a 
functioning executive, and 
the executive could only func­
tion if the Unionists allowed 
Sinn Fein to take up their two 
Ministertal seats. The Union­
ists would only allow that if 
there was some IRA decom­
missioning and a statement 
that the armed conflict was 
over. Yet there was no sign of 
movement from Sinn Fein. 

At Ashford Castle, Ahem 
agreed to work on Sinn Fein­
Blair bad met with Martin 
McGuinness the day before -
and it was decided that Clin­
ton would speak to Gerry Ad­
ams, the Sinn Fein President. 
One Britis h government 

statement from Adams to the 
effect that 'the war is over' 
would be made before Clinton 
anived in Northern Ireland 
last Thursday. 

In truth Adams was already 
in negotiation with Ahem, 
Blair and Clinton by phone 
over the terms· of his state­
ment. It is understood that 
texts were even sent back be­
tween Downing Street and 
Sinn Fein to ensure the word-

ment as 'a significant develop­
ment', but repea ted its hard 
line on decommissioning. 

As soon as it was released, 
Sinn Fein let it be known it 
would be followed by a much 
more conciliatory statement 
from Adams. The line had been 
put out to steady its hardliners. 
Even Downing Street spin doc­
tors were confused. 

The Adams statement duly 
came last Tuesday. Drawing 

WITHIN MINUTES, Downing 
Street had issued a welcome 
response. Clinton also had 
warm words ready Crom Mos­
cow. Trimble had been given 
warning hours in advance. 

·we knew something big 
was coming from Sinn Fein, 
something about the war 
being over but we didn't know 
how far Adams was prepared 
to go,' said one of Trimble's 
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A hard man to handl( 
Martin McGuinness is well equipped for 
his vital new role, reports Mary Holland 
' IT DOESN'T matter what 
Gerry Fitt says. It doesn't 
matter what John Hume 
says. We'll fight on until we 
get a united Ireland.' It was 
1972, a rally in Derry's 
Bogside, and Martin 
McGuinness was standing on 
the back of a lorry, making 
bis first public speech. Be was 
22 and looked younger - tall, 
blond, desperately earnest. 

McGuinness was already a 
revered IRA leader in his na­
tive city. He has been at the 
heart of the republican move­
ment for almost 30 years and, 
with Gerry Adams, has been 
one of the chief architects of 
the peace process. Last 
week's announcement that 
he is to act as 'liaison officer ' . 
between Sinn Fein and the 
official body on the decom­
missioning of paramilitary 
weapons is seen by the Brit­
ish and Irish Governments as 
perhaps the most Important 
development of all in a mo­
mentous week for Northern 
Ireland. 

McGuinness is regarded as 
the crucial link between the 

IRA and Sinn Fein. While Ad­
ams is primarily a political 
animal, determined to move 
the whole Northern Ireland 
conflict away from violence, 
McGuinness ls seen as the 
bard man who has accepted 
that the IRA cannot win a 
military struggle, but who is 
determined that the move to 
politics does not mean defeat, 
still less an abandonment, of 
the ideal of a united Ireland. 

It has become fashionable 
to descrtbe the Adams-Mc­
Guinness partnership as a 
'soft cop, hard cop' act. This is 
too simplistic. Adams has the 
more subtle political intelli­
gence, but McGuinness has 
developed Into a formidable 
negotiator with considerable 
media skills. 

Although they share a com­
mon background as working­
class Catholics, the two men 
were forged by different 

.,forces. Adams came from a 
traditional Belfast republican 
family with a history of IRA 
Involvement and was acutely 
aware of the vulnerability of 
the nationalist minority. 

McOulnness: now facing his 
most dangerous challeJlge. 

McGuinness is a product of 
the present troubles. Born In 
the heart of Derry's Bogside 
in 1950, he was part of a se­
cure, albeit economically dis­
criminated against, Catholic 
majority. His parents disap­
proYed of violence and were 
horrified to discover he was 
in the IRA. McGulnness be­
came Involved by way of the 
civil rights movement, in­
ternment and Bloody Sun­
day. He .was working in a 
butcher's shop when he 
joined the IRA in 1969, but 
left the trade soon 
afterwards. 
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Peace process is an example 
to the world, says Clinton 

By Deaglan de Breadlln, 
Northe rn Editor 
1liE Northern Ireland peace pro­
cess was an example to the world, 
President Clinton told a cbeerina 
crowd in Annagb last nigbl as he 
ended the first day of his visit to 
both parts of the island. 

"When I go now 10 other irou­
bled places," he said, "I point to 
you as proof that peace is not an 
,die daydream, for your peace is 
real and ii resonates around the 
world." 

Mr Ointon flew 10 Dublin late 
last night. After slaying ovemigbt 
ai the official residence of the US 
Ambassador to Ireland, Ms Jean 

110 Kennedy Smith, in the Phocni• 
o::, Park, he will go to Government 
11!'1 Building., for talks with the 
111 t Taoiseach, Mr Ahcm1 and senior 
tO\d Ministers this morning. 

Mr Ahem will fully brief the US 
swt President o n his range of sccuritr 
in•· measures passed through the Dad 
pot and Scanad in the last two days. 
r••! After an ho ur-long meeting. the 
ul two leaders will cross St Stephen's 
'" s1 Green for a reception hosted by 
111u Mr Ahem and his partner, Ms Ce­
. ~J lia Larkin, at the headquarters of 
J I the Royal College of Surgeons in 
,i o Ireland. 
111• In their addresses, both men 
~ u will speak about 1he links between 
~• c them and !heir countries during 

I he peace process. 
, o Aller lunch, Mr Ahem and Mr 
•N. Clin1on will make a further joint 
1 p appearance al the Gateway 2000 
, compu1er factory, on an indus­
V I trial estate near Dublin airport. 
no There they will make hi-tech his-

1011 by becoming 1he first two 
10~ nauonal leaders to seal a joint 
un communique using clcc1ronic si;­
Df1 natures, rather than the 1rad1-0j tional pen and ink. 
p In htS keynote speech in North-
II em Ireland y.-.:erday, the Presi-
•UI dent pledged US political and 

economic support for further con­
q, solidation of the peace process 
l\l and lhe implementation of 1he 
10 Belfast A,-rcemenl. "America is 
11 with you, · he said. "The entire 
•< world is with you ... 
o, The President oullined a pro-

I

ll gramme of action for the North's 
~ politicians, including decommis­

sioning of weapons. fonnation o f 
~I an executive council, changes in 
11 Policing, an end 10 paramilitary 
;; beatings, the early release or pris­
• oners, the strenglhcning of human 
,: rights and pursuit of equality 

measures. 
He also called on the people of 

Northern Ireland 10 ,,asp the op­
portunity for peace: · Do not let it 
slip away. lt will not come again 
in our lifetimes. Give your leaders 
the support they need to make the 
hard but necessary decisions." 

Sharing a platform wi1h Presi­
denl Clinton al Belfast's Water­
front Hall, the First MiniSlcr, Mr 
David Trimble, gave his strongest 
biol yel 1ha1 he was prepared to 

1" 
l ,tf 

President Cllhton shakes hands with we/I-wishers a l the gathering for peace yesterday In Armagh. Photograph: Adam Buder/ AP 

Chnlon says peace must not slip away: President In talks on 
Assembly page 7 

Protests take place in several cities over allacks by US: America 
may contribule $1.5m 10 new education project: page a 
Survivorn speak of unbearable 9riel after Omagh bomb: page II 

Trimble provides one sour note ,n otherwise celebratory occasion: 
page 14 

Editorial Comment: page 15 
T raffle dlsrnptlon in Umer,ck and O\Jblin today: page 2 

Mr a.nd Mrs Ointon had an a fresh intake, the organisation's 
emotional meeting with relatives political eountcrpan complained 
of the Omagh bomb vict intS in the of hara .. ment and lhreats by 
town's leisure centre. They laid a mains1ream repubUc.ans. 
wreath and unveiled a plaque near The 32 County Sovereignly 
the site of the blast which claimed Movement said "fellow rcpubli­
thc lives of 28 people. cans" bad threatened its support-

In his Belfast speech, Mr Clin- ers. "This sullies the name of 
ton expressed the belief that the republicanism and we want these 
Omagh bomb would be followed people to stop making threats 
by oihers. "The terror in Omagh against us," the organisat ion said. 
was not the l8SI bomb oft be Trou- Republican Sinn Fein, which is 
bles; it was the opening shot of a politically aligned with the Conti­
vicious a11ack on the peace." nuity IRA, protcsted against the 

work with Sinn Fein 10 consoli­
date the peace process, but he 
warned !hat "each part of the 
agreement, including decommis• 
sioning, must be implemented". 

As specuJation grew aboul an .. highly co-ordinated in11mida1ion 
imminent widespread swoop by of members of the 32 County Sov-

l reland than ~ou," Mr Blair said. the police forces, North and creignty Movement by groups of 
Later, Mr Clinton expressed his South, on suspected members of Provisionals". 

Mr Trimble is e,pected 10 se­
cure the approval of his colleagues 
in the Ulster Unionist Party lead­
ership at the weekend for a meet­
ing with the Sinn Fein president, 
Mr Gerry Adams, ne>I week. 

The British Prime Minister paid 
full tribute to Mr Clinton's role in 
the ~cc process. "There's no 
President of the USA 1ba1 has 
done more for peace in Northern 

strong approval of the statement the 'Real IRA', and reparts that II stressed it had no links with 
issued by Mr Adams, proposing pri_son space was being cleared for the 32 County group. 
1ha1 violence be a "thing of the ~ - ------- ----- ---------- ­
past , over, done with and gon~·• 
Mr Ointon said these word 
.. were music to the ears all acr 
the world and 1hey pave 1be wa 
for the progress still to come." 

After a private meeting with th 
President, Mr Adams said 1he 
had discussed the need to move 
urgently to establish the executive 
and other bodies provided for in 
the agreement. 
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I CLINTONV 

Clinton and Blair pay 
By Pau.l Cullen, 
in Belfast 
PRESIDENT Clinton and the British Prime 
Minister paid tribute 10 the Sino Fein leader 
for his role in furthering 1bc peace procCM. 

However, an cxpected public handshake 
between botn leaders and Mr Gerry Adam• 
railed 10 materialise durin& Mr Ointon's visit 
10 tbe West Belfast MP's constituency . 
.;,ft a site dedication ceremonr for the new 

£ ,u million Springvale education campus, 
Ml Cllnton said the Sinn Ftin leader's com­
ments this week about endinJ violence were 
music 10 cars around the world. "I thank 
Gerry Adams, who has worked bud to bring 
justice and a better lire to the people of this 

cons1i1ucncy," he told an audience of 150 
educationists and local politicians. 

lo a speech which quoted rrom Van Mor­
rison and SeamWl\}luncy, Mr Ointoo said 
Springvale would become a "livina, breatbin, 
monument 10 the triumph of reconciliation'. 
"The future has bcaun,' be declared. 
.., Mr Tony Blair said many people had 
played a pan in delivering the Belfast A,rce­
ment but he singled out Mr Adams. 

He continued: "I know Gerry, like so 
man¥ other people, wants to get to the situa­
tion m Northern Ireland where the basic etc,. 
ments are in place that should fonn the 
r,ajor part of any political debate." 

Spnft&"&lc a Joint venture between the 
University oflJbier and~ Belfast lnst.itutc 

of Further and Higher Education, aims 10 

r.rovide a "seamless frogrmion route" for 
camcrs at all levels o hiJhcr education. Tbe 

campus is located on old industrial land dose 
to the pcacelinc between nationalist and 
unionist parts of west Belfast. 

Mr Ointon said be was glad to be in Mr 
Aaaros•s con,titucncy: "There is much to be 
done by people on all sides. But bis words, 
and I quote: 'the violence must be a thina 01 
the past - over, done with aonc' - tbose 
words were musoc to cars a1/ over the world 
and they paved the W&'j for lhc progress still 
to come. Thank you Sir." 

He also refc~ 10 those violently '?.\'.: 
pc)IC(I to the peace process: '"There arc peofo~ 
~hp 1'!0U!d oppose the vision you share or 
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]inton and Blair pay · tribute to Adams 
:inton and the British Prime 
ibute to the Sinn Fein leader 
rthering the peace process. 
, expected public bandsllake 
aders and Mr Gerry Adams 
lise during Mr Clinton's visit 
ast MP's constituency. 
ica.Hoo ceremony for t.bc new 
ringvaJe education campus, 
the Sinn Fein leader's com­
about ending violence were 

11ouod the world. "I thank 
·ho has worked bard to bring 
Iler life to the people of this 

constituency," be told an audience of 150 
educationists and local politicians. 

In a speech which quoted from Van Mor­
rison and Seamut.Heaney, Mr Ofoton said 
Springvale would become a "living, breatbin~ 
monument to the triumph of reconciliation' . 
"11ie future has begun,' he declared. 

Mr Tony Blair said many people bad 
played a part in delivering the Belfast Agree­
ment but he singled out Mr Adams. 

He conlinued: "I know Gerry, like so 
many other people, wants to get 10 the situa­
tion in Northern Ireland where the basic cle­
ments arc in place that should form the 
major {"llt of any _P<?Litical debate." 

Spnngvale a Joint venture between the 
University of Ulster and the Belfast Institute 

of Further and Higher Education, aims to 

r.rovide a "seamless progression route" for 
earners at all levels ofbiper education. The 

campus is located on old mdustrial land close 
to the peaceline between nationalist and 
unionist parts of west Belfast. 

Mr Clinton said he was glad to be in Mr 
Ailams's constituency: "There is much to be 
done by people on all sides. But his words 
and I quote: 'the violence must be a thing of 
the past - over, done with, gone' - those 
words were mUSlc to ears all over the world 
and they 11avcd the way for the progress still 
to come. Thank you, Sir." 

He also referred to those violently op­
posed to the peace process: "There arc people 
who would oppose the vision you share for 

reconciliation and tolerance. Thank God they 
Live in the past and their support is 
dwindling". 

Little local interest in the visit was appar• 
eat, perhaps because police had sealed off the 
area hours in advance of the President's 
arrival A few nearby houses displayed the 
Stars and Stripes and small knots of rcsiden1s 
gathered in vs.in for a glimpse of Mr Clinton 
as be emel'l!ed from the marquee in which the 
sod-turnine ceremony was held. 

Mr Bla,r srud it was "awesome" to have 
the will of the whole world behind the efforts 
for peace in Northern.la:Jand. Today's young 
people d~rved a better future and a better 
chance of prosperity than their parents had. 

The attendance at the ceremony included 

prominent Sinn Hin figures such as Mr 
Gerry Kelly and Mr Alex Maskey. However, 
few unionists attended and the PUP leader, 
Mr David Ervine, said later he was disap­
pointed at their turnout. 

Both leaders were nankcd by their 
spouses for the visit; Mrs Cherie Blair was 
making her first visit to Northern I rel and 
wiih her husband. 

The biggest applause was reserved for the 
Northern Secretary, Dr Mowlarn, who prom­
ised that $prin$vale would be indus1ve of 
both communilles and deliver all levels of 
higher education. "If we're talking about a 
new future for Northern I rcland, it has to be 
a new future for everyone.•· 

The ground-breaking ceremony was per-

formed by two local teenagers, one Protestant 
and one Catholic. Gerard Quinn (15) said be 
had discovered a "common purpose" with 
young people in the other community when 
playing on the same football team. "I would 
want all of my generation to have the same 
opportunities as I have bad, and I appeal to 
all of those involved in the peace process to 
have the courage to make it work." 

Margaret Gibney (13), from the Shankill 
Road, came to prominence last year when she 
wrote 10 Mr Blair urging him to press for­
ward wllh the peace process. "No matter 
what the connict is, it is always children who 
suffer most - they lose thc,r parents, they 
lose their homes and, sometimes, they even 
lose their lives," she said. 
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President Olnton and the Britis h Prime Minister, Mr Tony Blair, look at each other while applaudin1 the speech of the North's First Minister, Mr D 
Waterfront Hall, Belfast, yesterday. Phot01raph: Kerin Lamarque/Reuters 

Listenina to Mr Clintoo add.ressio schookhlldren In Belfast yesterday_ were (~o_m_left) fUP s~~esma: 
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Irish trip. 11 has been adap1ed specifically 10 
meet Jnsh circumslanees, nonh and soulh, 
and will be undenaken in collabonllion with 
1be Cenlre for Civic Educa1ion in California. 

It will be co-ordinaled by Co-operalion 
I re land, formerly Co-operation Nonh. Ad­
ministrative details have still to be finalised. 

The project will consist of 1wo broad com­
ponenis. Firstly, there wiU be a greatly in­
creased level or school and youth group 
exchanges, and joint work panicularly in 
areas such as the environment, urban and 
rural regeneration1 educalion reform and cul• 
1ural heritage. 

Sccondlr, teachers, youth and community 
leaders wil come together to do work on 
issues of common concern. 
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xiatist Party TD, 
polilical establish­
lly condemn lhe 

ultering a single 
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anistan amounted 

said it was a pity 
of the Irish polill• 
red 10 say lhal if ii 

was wrong to kill innocent people in North­
ern Ireland, it was wrong 10 bomb Afghani­
stan and lhc rest of the world. 

In Derry, 14 people took pan in a rally in 
1he Diamond at lunchtime. 

The rally, organised by the Socialist 
Workers' Pany, was good-natured and cap­
lured lhe attention of a group of 30 American 
tourists whose bus arrived in the Diamond al 
1he war memorial just as the rally staned. 

"I didn't expect Ibis in Derry. but I guess 
1hat's democracy for you. We have lots of 
them at home against Presidenl Ointon, so 
why not one here?'" said one of the louring 
party. 

In Galway, a doren or so people congre­
gated outside Moons Comer in protest at the 
Clinton visit, chanting "'Bill Clinton, USA, 
bow many bombs did you drop today'/" 

There was lillle interest from passers-by, 
but a petition criticisinJ the Taoiseach's wel­
come for the US Pres1deo1 a!ler the recent 
bombings in Afghanistan and Sudan col­
lected about 150 signatures. It will be sent 10 
Mr Ahern. 

In Cork, members of the Socialist Work• 
ers'. Pany al~ h~ld a small protest and had a 
pct1t1on for signing. 

Irish fashion for Cherie 

CHERIE Blair made her own contribution to Analo-lrlsb rel•• 
lions yesterday when she opttd to ,...., clothes by Irish deslaner 
Louise Kennedy, writu RolHrt O'Byr,u. 

A marled herringbone trouser suit In muted tones or fem 
gretn and oatmeal was complemented by• Lycn-b,ise T-shirt and 
velvet de•ore wrap In darker gretn with a (ailing leaf pattern. 

Durina the past year, Mrs Blair has jofned the ranks or 
Tipperary-born Kennedy's admirers. The B.rltlsb Prime Min.is­
ter's ,.ife bought a large number of pieces from the Kennedy 
spring/summer collection wbicb she has worn on I number of 
hi&b-proOle occasions. w1 week, she was phot011J11pbed attend• 
Ing 1he London premlhc or Robert Redford's mm Tiu Hom 
WhiJp,r,r wearing a Louise Kennedy oyster IIMn Iona skin and 
jacket with a dandelion motif; both Items were woven U1d hand­
printed in Belfast. In J 11ly. 

Photoaraph shows Mrs Blair and Mrs Hillary Clla1on on a 
visit 10 Lagan Meadows, Belfast, )'tstcnlay. 
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CLINTON VISIT 

Sombre president tries to 
ease the grief of Omagh 

By Suzanne Breen, 
in Omagh 
IBEY came in wheelchairs or on crutches 
and walking Slicks, their friends and relatives 
lovingly supporting them. There were ban­
da&cd bands and arms, faces and legs. Even 
those physically well carried huge emocional 
scars. 

They wore their Sunday best but pajo and 
grief were still etched all over their faces. 
Normally those invited to meet a President 
arc bubbling with c,citement and grinning 
car-to-ear. But this was a very different sort 
of meeting. 

They weren't looking for autographs from 
Bill Ointon or 10 get their pictures on televi­
sion yesterday. They simply wanted 10 share 
their grief. Three of th05C still in hospital -
Una McGurk and Laura and Nicola Hamil­
ton - were released for the day. 

II was the first time many of the bereaved 
and injured in the Omagh bomb were 
reunited under the one roof. They gathered in 
the town's leisure centre which three weeks 
ago was the scene of so much suffering. 

Then ii had been an incident centre. 
That's where so many found out their loved 
ones were dead or 11\jured. Some families 
found it difficult to return 10 Omagh. 

Bernie Doherty from Buncrana, wh05C 
son Oran (8) was killed, said: .. , feel so sad. 
It's very hard coming here today. I remember 
Oran going off to Omagh so happy that 
morning. He never came back." 

Donna Maria Bmer who IOSI her son, 
James (12), said: "11 is very upsel!ing but 

President Ointon, as a J"Orld leader, c'an give 
us hOfC:, He is a man of peace and we want 
the violence 10 stop. Time isn't casing the 
pain of losing James. It's gening harder by 
the day." 

The normally jovial President was in som­
bre mood as he entered the gymnasium with 
the First Lady and Ton}' and Cherie Blair. 
First of all, President Clinton and Mr Blair 
addressed lhe ball. Hundreds of people Ii .. 
tened in silena,. Then, 5lowly, they made 
their way through the crowd. They spent 
about an hour listening 10 the stories. 

The first person the President spoke to 
couldn't see him. The young girfs eyes were 
.. rn covered with bandages. He stopped to 
chat to a boy in a Leeds United shirt. The 
boy couldn't shake the President's hand. His 
hands wert still bandaged. 

Stanley McComb<:. whose wife Anoe was 
killed, found it wu very emotional meeting 
the President. ··rt was wonderful 10 Lalk to 
him man-to-man. He was very understanding 
of what we t,ave been through. 

"He came 10 grieve and shake hands with 
me. I asked him 10 do what he could 10 bring 
peace lo Northern Ireland and bri114 the per­
petrators of thiJ ghastly deed 10 jusllce." 

Al first the mood in the leisure oentre wu 
heavy but as the President moved arouod it 
lightened. He met Clare Gallacher, whose 
eyes were badly damaged in the bomb. 

He, father Seamus said: "The President 
said he would do anything he could lo help 
us. He told Oare to keep her chin up and 
lc:ccp up her good work on the piano." 

r--.111111 - - , : . :'!' '. .... - ... 

A spokesman for Mr Blair said the British 
Prime ~in_iucr had found the courage and 
determmauon of the people he met "posi­
tively inspirational". 

He said: "Just as on the Prime Minister's 
p,evious visit 10 Omagh, many of the people 
told him 10 keep going with I.he peace pro­
cess. It wu obviously harrowing to hear some 
of the stories told by the victims and lhei.r 
families." 

President Ointon, the First Lady, and the 
Blairs then moved out on to the streets where 
thousand., or people were waiting 10 grec1 
them. They stood in High Street where the 
shoppers had laS1 month walked, in their in­
nocence, to Market Street and the car bomb. 

There were bunches of nowers every­
where - outside shops. on the bridge, at 
street comers - in memory of the dead. In 
streets, as in the leisure centre, the mood was 
sombre 11 first. Some people waved US f1aas 
and carried cameras but mOSI didn't. Stand­
ing on the cuct spot where the bomb ••· 
ploded, the President wiped tears from his 
eyes. 

He appeared visibly moved by the sight or 
the filled-in crater and remaining debris. A 
commemorative plaque, draped m a black 
nag. stood in • stone plinth at the site. The 
President solemnly unveiled ii and Hillary 
Ointon laid three white nowers. 

The flaque read simply: " In remem­
brance o the men, women and children who 
died in the 1erroriu bomb of A111us1 15th, 
1998. May their memory serve 10 roster 
peace and reconciliation ... 

The President then went to Watterson's 
drapery shop where three of the dead had 
worked. Ann McCombc, Geraldine Breslin 
and Veda Shortt had a total of 40 years' 
service lhere. "They were like family, 001 
staff," said owner Torn Watterson. 

President Ointon laid a wreath outside 
the shop in memory of the women. 

The President went DCXt 10 the crowds 
which bad waited patiently for him. A sea of 
hands otrctched out 10 touch him all the way 
along the main street 10 the courthouse. He 
grasped as many as he could. 

The crowds wen: now brimming with en­
thusiasm. "We want Billi We want BiUI" they 
yellcd1 ~ecriftj and whistlioa as be ap­
proacoeo. His dozens of bod)'lllard., and long 
line or limousines followed in tow. 

The President shook hundreds of hands. 
He spoke 10 as many people a5 possible, 
signed autographs and huge<! children. 
Among lh05C gatheccd were members or the 
emergency services who had treated many of 
the injured. 

"He asked me if I had been working that 
day;' said one nurse. ··He said it must have 
been a horrendous scene. He said no one 
could ever repay the work of medical staJT." 

One man, Paddy ~t • .. 1,o ahook 
the President's hand was ddightcd with the 
visjt, ... These ■re wonderful scenes," he said 
pointln& lo the crowds. "Om-all 1w gone 
lhrouah so much pain. We're cncd out. We 
need 10111c:1hing positive, we need something 
10 bold on to and to give us faith in the 
future. Bill Ointon has provided that." 



THE IRISH TIMES, Friday, Septerpber 4 

I CLINTON VISIT~ 

Sombre I 
ease the 

By Suzanne Breen, 
in Omagh 

TiiEY came in wheelchairs or on crutches 
and walking Slicks, lhcir friends and relatives 
lovingly supponing them. There were ban­
d~ hands and arms, faces and legs. Even 
those physically ,..eU carried huge emotional 
scars. 

They wore !heir Sundar best but pain and 
grief were s1ill Clcbed al over their faces. 
NonnaUy, those inviled 10 meet a President 
arc bubbling with excitement and grinning 
ear•t~. But this Wil.! a very different son 
of mcc1ing. 

. Th':)' weren't looking ,for _autographs from 
a,u O,nton or 10 gel their p1C1urcs OD televi­
sion yesterday, Tbcv simply wanted to share 
their gnef. Three o( lhose still in bospi11I -
Una McGurl< and Laura and Nicola Hamil­
ton - were released for the day. 

It w.u the first time many oftbe bereaved 
and injured in the Omagh bomb were 
reumted under the one roof. They gathered in 
the towo·s leisure centre which three """'ks 
ago was the scene of so much suffering. 

Theo it had been an incident centre. 
That's where so many found out their loved 
DOC$ were dead or mjurcd. Some familia 
found it difTicul1 to return to Omagh. 

Bernie Doheny from Buncrana whose 
son Oran (8) was ki.llcd, said: "I fcci so sad. 
It's very hard coming here today. J remember 
Oran . going off lo Omagh so happy th.at 
morning. He never came back." 

Donna Maria Barker who lost her son, 
James ( 12), said: "II is very upseuiog but 

President Ointon, as•~ 
w hope. He is a man 
the violence to stop. 
pain of losina James. 11 
the day," 

The normally jovial P 
bre mood as he entered I 
the First Lady and ToJ1 
First of all, President a 
addressed the halt Hun 
tened in silence. Then, 
their way throu&Ji the 
about an hour listening 11 

The first person the 
couldn't see him. The yo 
still covered with banda 
chat to a boy in a Leed: 
boy couldn't shake the; 
hands were still bandag 

S1anley McCombe. w 
killed, found it was very 
the President. " 11 was w 
him mao-to-man. He was 
of whal we have been thr< 

"He came to grieve an 
me. I asked him 10 do wlu 
peace to Northern Ireland 
l)Clrators of chis ghastly de 

Al first lbe mood in th, 
hca vy but as the Prcsidcn 
l igbrcncd. He met Oare 
eyes were badly damaged j 

He, father Seamw w 
said he would do anythiQ/ 
us. He told Oare 10 kctj 
keep up her good wo~ on 



?resident and bis wife, Ms H illary Rodbam Oi.oton, examine some of the bomb­
damaged shops In Omagh town centre. Photograph: Scott Applewhite/ AP 

President Clinton and the British Prime Minista 
the bomb victims. Photograph: 

\J" ews hounds try to stay 
with fast-moving le·ader 
,y bepo btfort d1"11 in Moscow with 
m. wake-up caH.1. The White House 
nHs secrt tary, J ot Lodhart, did aot 
1 and Alr f or.., Ont took off " ltbout 
• rtst of us stsljlered down for brttk• 
,Ith the staff at the Hottl Nallo110I 
ly pro, ldtd at the ungodly hour. 
"ht t mpty road to 1b, a irport, some 
• could be seen wai1ln1 for buses lo 
t m to work 11 S a.rn. - and l ou ,.,,d 
' don' t t tl paid. 
press 1Jm11ft .... 111011 for u• is a Brit• 
111s DC 10. Tht Bntb h a.irllne ,.·on 
,r for tht lrip. Some US ofTkWs ,..,,. 
I that Aer Lingus did not mike I bid 
barter. 
ie tbt ld fO oC camioa 1rouad some 
i1 prim• donnos from Washington to 
10 Belfasl to Limerick aod back 10 
Ion was too much for 1be Mfrltndly 

leep-starved hacks M·ere easy to look 
ht four-hour fll1h1 as. a fltr • SttOnd 
, " • snored our ,...1 across lhe 
· Russia, the Baltic Se• 1nd Scoll1nd. 

to Stt I maalcal Ulster morolog, 
·•• Donard plerclog tbe morning 
the south and the ruued Antrim 
to 1he north. 
t was toucbdo" n a t Alde,aro•e i nd 
eel or buses lo transport us 10 the 
n a t Whilla Hall in Queea·s UaJ. 
1rre • lbird brtakfu t 1''1S consumed. 
Is always laid on but not alcohol. 

•rt. who is ,oon to tske o•er from 
: urry as Presldea1 O laton's spokts­
ll a llo,.·ed to Corae1 1h11 he slept ii 
,cow aod was lucky to a•• to Ireland 
White House support plane. 
er slepl ii out." m,,.td M<Curry. 
took the ribbing in good Corm and 

Joe Carroll recalls a long 
day from dawn in 

Moscow to Armagh at 
nightfa!J 

Mr Clinton: enjoyed "a spectacular 
pastoral vie11•" 

lssllfd a "stst.ement" p ylog; " I lake responsi­
bility for 111y own acdons. I detjllf ttaft1 IL 
I'm de&lill& with the peoplt I hllr1 1be m0$1. 
I'll hlYt ootblna fllrtber to Sly about It." 

Very funny bur maybe • little coo 10 the 
bone If you 'tt wocklng for • President who Is 
btina badatrtd lo apol~ for lbt " hurt" ht 
bas caused over ao "lnapproprbte•· 
rtlatlonsb.ip. 

Tht prtss corps KIiiers In " pools" 10 co,·er 
the ru1-movlaa Presldtot II Stormont. th• 
Waterside Hall In central ~lf.ut, the 
S p<U11Yale edacatio110l villa&e on tbe peace 
llne, Oma gh and Armaab. Each pool files • 
n,port for collna,aa wbo art elsewbttt. 

A sample on th• rid• from tht airport: 
" President Olntoo got • spectscular pastoral 
vlt w u bis motomide mo•ed alonJ the blah• 
rOAd - past cows. sb .. p and rolli111 hills or 
~o crass. Thttt were dus!tl'S or friendly 
onlookers Ilona th• rout• . •. no sla,u. a few 
Alllerican llqs ... oat couple cam, down the 
drlreway In balhrobet." 

On lht way to the Waterfroo1 HalL som• 
mtdia peoplt art given a quid< tour or tbe 
Falls Road, the S b111Jdll and tbt oddly named 
"peaee Jines", W'lth appropriate commeota11 
oa a d h1ded dry. 

As 1h• Presldt n.1 and bis entoW'O&e ao by 
helicopter to O maah, most of tht media take 
to tbt bu.ses apln, tbls lime to Arnla&b where 
lbt pins N,nlff ls lo the Royal School. Tbrtt 
locab la 18tb-cenru,y costumes grttt us 11 the 
steps bowiJia anceflllly. Moscow Sff1IIS v,wy 
far away. 

But 1he day Is nol ovtr yet. Tbttt Is 1110,e 
to ht written about tht "Cathtrlna for Pa"'" 
In Armap as aJabr ~ns to Call Dnmptl•• 
po,. . .,. art also rallina, It bu been atarly 20 
ho"" since the wak .. up c:aJJ aod then, I! still 
a hos IO Dublin lo takt. 

[ovement urges Provisional IRA 
o lift threats against dissidents 
1e Breen 

~~n~~o~f;;::~ri~ ~~·~n~i~~: 
s1 dissident republicans. It hos ap-
11 republicans to use 1hcir innu. 
id a , ioknl confrootalion. 

lement follows demands by the 
IRA tha1 the 'Real IRA' disband 

rtniglu, otherwise "action would 
gainst members of bolh lhe para• 
1roup and lhc sovereignty 

:rcignty mo"cmcnt said ii did not 
cilher 1he Provisional IRA or the 

"laking ac11on against fellow 

:sday night. members of the 
• vosiled 60 homes in soulh Ar• 
:lalk. Dubhn and Cunhcr south. 

They issued 1he thrco1s from the Army Coun­
cil. Many knJw 1he dissiden1s personally. 

In some cases, there w<re v1olen1 confron­
tations. A 66-year-old man and his wife 
received minor injuries when they challcnaed 
those delivering the lhrcats. In south At· 
magh, the sister of a dead IRA member 
chased men from her home. 

It is undcmood 20 of 1hosc threatened 
have made affidavits to solicitors naming 
those 1hey claim were involved. Provisional 
IRA sources are s1ill refusin& 10 commen1 on 
the siluation. A Sinn nin spokesman yester­
day said he knew nothing about the 1hn:a1s. 

The Uls1cr uccu1ive of RcP11blkan Sinn 
F<!on claimed 1hcy ,...,,. ··proof of 1hc 
Pco visionals' role as 1he new S1ormon1 dealh 
squads". If said lhosc visittd 5hould DOI 
"bend 10 any threats" and republicans should 
"takt measures"' to protect themselves. 

It clajmed lhe Provisional IRA had been 
"completely bougb1 off• and asked whether it 
was prepared to "kiU for S1onnon1". In its 
statement, rhe sovereignty movement said: 
"We ~ublicly call upon the Provisional IRA 
and Oglaigh na h.Eirtann ('Re.al IRA'/ to 
refrain from 1akina action against fe low 
republicans. Such act ions can only serve Bril• 
ish intcrtSIS and help the Briusb prolong 
their rule in l"'land." 

The group claimed usina IRA members 
against dissidents "sullied the name of 1hc 
IRA", Ir said it was disturbing 1hn1 when 
decommissioning and a vinual declaration 
lhat the war v,,as over were dcmaodtd by the 
British govcrnmcn1, 1hrca1s were then made 
ngainsl "1rue oppoocnts of British rult". h 
said such threats bad "appan,n1ly been 
made" wi1hou1 fear tha1 Sinn Fein would be 
expelled from the new administra1ion. 
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