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I peace will be defeated.
British Prime Minister Tony Blair was expected at Belfast 

International Airport to meet Mr Clinton who was travelling on 
board Air Force One - First Lady Hillary Clinton had journeyed 
to Belfast a day earlier on Air Force Two.

This presidential visit will add impetus to the Irish peace 
' process which has already picked up pace as a result of Gerry 
Adams's signal that violence must be a thing of the past, over, 
done with and gone.

A huge security operation coordinated by the American 
secret service and the ROC was ready to swing into place and a 
motorcade prepared to speed Mr Clinton to Parliament 
Buildings, Stormont.

On the steps of Stormont - a place once described as a 
Protestant parliament for a Protestant people - Mr Clinton is 
due to receive a joint greeting by the unionist and nationalist 
leaders of Northern Ireland's new power-sharing assembly, 
David Trimble and Seamus Mallon.

The symboUc significance of Mr Clinton first going to meet the 
108 assembly members underlines the American president's 
firm conviction that the Good Friday agreement is the 
touchstone for political progress into the future.

After the Stormont meetings with all the political parties, Mr 
Clinton's schedule includes a keynote speech at the Werfront 
Hall. He also goes to the site of the new Springvale campus of 
the University of Ulster in west Belfast, visits Omagh and the 
site of the bombing which killed 28 people and injured 220 and 
then in the evening he travels to Armagh for talks with church 
leaders and to take part in a peace and reconciliation event.

Undoubtedly, the most sombre and moving part of President 
Clintons visit will be in Omagh where he will hear from 
survivors and relatives of the dead.

He will convey to them the condolences of the American 
people who, along with people throughout the world, were 
shocked by this terrible bombing which led to the largest loss of 
life of any single incident in Northern Ireland.

Mr Clinton will also reflect on another terrible act of violence - 
the burning to death erf three children in their Ballymoney home 
at the height of the Drumcree crisis.

These will be moments of deep reflection for President 
Clinton but again his message will be a powerful one in that the 
people of Ireland have the courage to face the future and will not 
allow the ship of peace - the Good Friday agreement - to sink.

Instead Mr Clinton will advise that the political leaders, while 
not facing an easy road ahead, have demonstrated that they are 
risk-takers and the prize must be a peaceful future

Yesterday, ahead of the president’s arrival from Moscow, 
Hillary Clinton was in Belfast to speak at the Women in 
Democracy conference.

She said that “when my husband and 1 go to Omagh we will 
pay tribute to those who were murdered by the enemies of 
peace. They were mostly women and children, Catholic and 
Protestant, unionist and nationalist, young and old. They were 
people simply living their lives."

Mrs Clinton praised the role of women in the search for peace 
and spoke about the courage and strength of generations of 
women.

She added that the United States would continue to do all it 
could to support Northern Ireland.

“You will only move forward and, as you do, please know that 
America will stand with you."

Prime Minister Tony Blair said yesterday that things were 
now moving in the right direction in Northern Ireland and that 
the best response to the Omagh bombing was not to abandon 
the peace accord but to carry it forward vigorously and deny 
those opposed to the democratic process.

The Dail and the Commons rushed through tough new 
legislation to deal with dissidents, although there have been 
strong questions posed about the dangers of human rights 
abuses.

Taoiseach Bertie Ahem has said that the message to those 
who carried out the Omagh bombing was that “you cannot 
hope to take on the people of Ireland and win."

Clearly directing his remarks towards the Real IRA, Mr 
Ahem said: “These people are about to learn a lesson that will 
teach them to respect the strength of Irish democracy.”
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THIS is the schedule for today's 
visit to Northern Ireland by the 
President of the United States, 
Bill Clinton.

He will arrive at Belfast 
International Airport on 
Airforce One from Moscow at 
wound 8.30am this morning and 
)e met by the Lord Lieutenant 
br County Antrim, Lord O'Neill, 
he prime minister Tony Blair, 
lecretary of state Mo Mowlam, 
ninister of state Paul Murphy] 
ind the chief constable Ronnie 
lanagan.
From the airport Mr Clinton 

rill travel to Parliament 
luildings Stormont where he 
rill be met on the front steps by 
ssembly first minister David 
'rimble and deputy first 
minister Seamus Mallon. 
The Clinton party will then go 
iside Parliament Buildings and 
e greeted by presiding officer 
ord Alderdice and the 
resident is expected to sign the 
Isltors book.
Following this there will be a 
jmber of private meetings and 
le president will also meet a 
‘legation of congressmen. 
In the long gallery which is on 
e first floor of the east wing of 
irliament Buildings Mr Clinton 
111 meet with Northern 
‘land's newly elected 108 
sembly members, 
kbout an hour-and-a-half later

1 in the immediate 
aftermath of the attack. 

Before 6pm Mr Clinton will 
arrive in Armagh by helicopter 
from Omagh and be met by the 
Lord Lieutenant the Earl of 
Caledon.

The mayor of Armagh will 
present city civic leaders to the 
president.

The president will also meet 
with church leaders in The Mall 
- the Most Rev Lord Eames 
(Lord Archbishop of Armagh), 
Most Rev Sean Brady 
(Archbishop of Armagh and 
Primate of All Ireland), Rev 
David Kerr (President Methodist 
Church in Ireland), and Rev Dr 
John Dixon (Moderator 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland). 

Before the president's arrival 
in The Mall members of the 

Omagh leisure centre. There the public will be entertained by a 
prime minister and the cross-community choir and folk 
president will meet with a large singer Mary Black.
number of relatives and The president will deliver a 
survivors of the Omagh tragedy, speech at the Mall green and 

On leaving the leisure centre then fly by helicopter to Dublin, 
the presidential cavalcade will This morning first lady Hillary 
go to Market Street where a Clinton will visit together with 
plaque will be unveiled near to the prime minister's wife Cherie 
the scene of the bombing. Then the Playboard Scheme in 
at High Street wreaths will be Belfast.
laid at shops which lost staff in

Mr Clinton will leave Stormont T 
and arrive at the Waterfront Hall L 

where he will be met by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Belfast, colonel 
James Elliot Wilson, the lord 
mayor of Belfast councillor 
David Alderdice and the Sheriff 
for the County Borough of 
Belfast councillor James Clarke. 

The president is expected to 
have a number of private 
meetings and may join with 
representatives of the Industrial 
Development Board for 
discussions as well as having 
talks with senior company 
executives from US companies 
operating in Northern Ireland. 

Later the president will give a 
keynote address at the 
Waterfront Hall before departing 
after midday for Springvale 
where he will be met by the vice- 
chancellor of the University of < 
Ulster Lord Smith of Clifton, and ] 
the principal of the Belfast 1 
Institute of Further and Higher i 
Education, professor Patrick j 

Murphy. 
It is understood he will meet I 

two pupils from schools on the i
peaceline - Gerard Quinn, |
Corpus Christi College and 1
Margaret Gibney, Mount Gilbert <
Community College. laid at shops which lost staff in Playboard has for the past

Later in the afternoon Mr the explosion. eight years undertaken research
Clinton will travel by helicopter Mr Clinton and Mr Blair will and training on the impact of 
from Belfast City Airport and speak with emergency workers, violence and sectarianism in
arrive at Omagh. He will drive to many of whom attended the children.
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:each them to respect the strength of Irish democracy."
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The president's schedule

Mr Clinton will leave Stormont [ 
and arrive at the Waterfront Hall I 

where he will be met by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Belfast, colonel 
James Elliot Wilson, the lord 
mayor of Belfast councillor 
David Alderdice and the Sheriff 
for the County Borough of 
Belfast councillor James Clarke. 

The president is expected to 
have a number of private 
meetings and may join with 
representatives of the Industrial 
Development Board for 
discussions as well as having 
talks with senior company 
executives from US companies 
operating in Northern Ireland. 

Later the president will give a 
keynote address at the 
Waterfront Hall before departing 
after midday for Springvale 
where he will be met by the vice- 
chancellor of the University of 
Ulster Lord Smith of Clifton, and 
the principal of the Belfast 
Institute of Further and Higher 
Education, professor Patrick 
Murphy.

It is understood he will meet 
two pupils from schools on the 
peaceline - Gerard Quinn. 
Corpus Christi College and 
Margaret Gibney, Mount Gilbert 
Community College.

Later in the afternoon Mr 
Clinton will travel by helicopter 
from Belfast City Airport and 
arrive at Omagh. He will drive to
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THIS is the schedule for today's 
visit to Northern Ireland by the 
President of the United States, 
Bill Clinton.

He will arrive at Belfast 
International Airport on 
Airforce One from Moscow at 
around 8.30am this morning and 
be met by the Lord Lieutenant 
for County Antrim, Lord O’Neill, 
the prime minister Tony Blair, 
secretary of state Mo Mowlam, 
minister of state Paul Murphy; 

■ and the chief constable Ronnie 
, Flanagan.
• From the airport Mr Clinton 
will travel to Parliament 
Buildings Stormont where he 
will be met on the front steps by 
assembly first minister David 
Trimble and deputy first 
minister Seamus Mallon.

The Clinton party will then go 
inside Parliament Buildings and 
be greeted by presiding officer 
Lord Alderdice and the 
president is expected to sign the 
visitors book.

Following this there will be a 
number of private meetings and 
the president will also meet a 
delegation of congressmen.

In the long gallery which is on 
the first floor of the east wing of 
Parliament Buildings Mr Clinton 
will meet with Northern 
Ireland's newly elected 108 
assembly members.

About an hour-and-a-half later

Before 6pm Mr Clinton will 
arrive in Armagh by helicopter 
from Omagh and be met by the 
Lord Lieutenant the Earl of 
Caledon.

The mayor of Armagh will 
present city civic leaders to the 
president.

The president will also meet 
with church leaders in The Mall 
- the Most Rev Lord Eames 
(Lord Archbishop of Armagh), 
Most Rev Sean Brady 
(Archbishop of Armagh and 
Primate of All Ireland), Rev 
David Kerr (President Methodist 
Church in Ireland), and Rev Dr 
John Dixon (Moderator 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland). 

Before the president's arrival 
in The Mall members of the 

Omagh leisure centre. There the public will be entertained by a 
prime minister and the cross-community choir and folk 
president will meet with a large singer Mary Black.
number of relatives and The president will deliver a 
survivors of the Omagh tragedy, speech at the Mall green and 

On leaving the leisure centre then fly by helicopter to Dublin, 
the presidential cavalcade will This morning first lady Hillary 
go to Market Street where a Clinton will visit together with 
plaque will be unveiled near to the prime minister's wife Cherie 
the scene of the bombing. Then the Playboard Scheme in 
at High Street wreaths will be Belfast.
laid at shops which lost staff in r*’ * * ' '
the explosion.

Mr Clinton and Mr Blair will
speak with emergency workers, violence and sectarianism in 
many of whom attended the children.
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Hillary gives a
helping hand to
women in the
business world

Downey, who is keynote speaker 
the afternoon session, the

• America's first lady Hillary Clinton arriving at the
Waterfront Hall in Belfast yesterday Picture w ----------
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By Jim Fitzpatrick 
Business Editor
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the event, and the Irish News welcomes 
nominations from both sexes in equal 
numbers.

According to conference organiser 
Paula Downey, who is keynote speaker 
for the afternoon session, the 
conference examines issues from the 
global to the personal perspective.

First speaker at the conference is 
Sabina Spencer, a consultant to 
multinational companies in the.area of 
strategic leadership. She opens the 
event with a look at the truly global 
issues pushing change in the world of 
business.

“Not just environmental issues, but 
sustainability in • every sense," 
according to Paula Downey.

The second speaker is Irish “futurist" 
Gerard O’Neill, who will look at national 
issues facing Ireland: the impact of the 
internet, the Euro, and the realities of 
the Celtic tiger economy.

The conference then takes a sideways 
look at the role of business 
organisations, through the eyes of a 
man who has turned the concept on its 
head.

Andy Law bought out the London 
advertising agency which he ran for £1 
from the parent company and turned it 
into a trust owned equally by all the 
employees. He believes advertising is 
redundant, yet runs one of the most 
successful agencies in London - he 
explains the apparent paradoxes.

Next up are two women who wrote a 
book which was the 90’s antidote to 80’s 
yuppyism entitled “Getting a Life - the 
Downshifter's Guide to Happier, Simpler 
Living".

In the afternoon the conference 
explores personal themes, led by Paula 
Downey who focuses on the 
importance of communication in 
organisations.

According to the organisers the 
conference sub-heading does not imply 
that only women have the necessary 
intelligence to address the issues of 
today, but rather that the “feminine" 
side in everyone needs to be nurtured.

AMERICAN First Lady Hillary Clinton’s 
visit to Northern Ireland yesterday 
spurred the launch of the first all­
Ireland organisation for women in 
business.

Network Ireland, which is currently a 
major organisation for female 
entrepreneurs and executives in the 
Republic, is launching a recruitment 
drive in Northern Ireland later this 
month.

Network Northern Ireland will be 
headed by Sharon O’Connor, who is 
director of the Learning Centre in 
Belfast. She said the organisation would 
be aimed at women who own their own 
firms, or work in companies.

Speaking at the Waterfront Hall where 
she was attending the Vital Voices 
conference, Ms O’Connor said:“The 
visit of Hillary Clinton to Northern 
Ireland highlights the need for Northern 
Ireland women to make their voices 
heard nationally and internationally.

“The launch of Network Northern 
Ireland, the organisation for women in 
business, is about creating 
opportunities for women to build these 
essential networks."

In support of the new initiative the 
Irish News is sending two readers, 
nominated by their respective business 
colleagues, to this year's Network 
Ireland conference in Dublin next 
month.

The package includes two nights 
accommodation in the Burlington 
Hotel, preconference dinner on Friday 
October 9, the conference itself on 
Saturday October 10, gala dinner 
attended by the Tanaiste Mary Hamey 
on Saturday night, and Sunday morning 
brunch in the Burlington.

The conference is entitled “Do we 
Want an Economy or a Society?" with the 
sub-heading “Bringing a feminine 
intelligence to our working and living". 

But the organisers are keen to stress 
that they expect many men to attend
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The second speaker is Irish “futurist’’ 
, r  Gerard O’Neill, who will look at national

Speaking at the Waterfront Hall where issues facing Ireland: the impact of the 
she was attending the Vital Voices internet, the Euro, and the realities of 
conference, Ms O’Connor said:“The the Celtic tiger economy, 
visit of Hillary Clinton to Northern
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Fund boost marks president’s visit
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campaign to raise the final few million pounds of 
funding needed, which supporters hope will come 
from donors in the US.

The Springvale project was hailed as a vote of 
confidence in the peace process when it was given 
the formal go-ahead by Secretary of State Mo 
Mowlam less than a the week after the Good Friday 
agreement was signed.

Theramniic ™ • 

• POWERFUL WORDS... first lady Hillary Clinton addresses the Vital Voices Women in Democracy conference at the Waterfront Hall in Belfast 
yesterday at which she praised the role of women in the search for peace

/ 
f

students traditionally excluded from university the 
chance to fulfil their academic and vocational 
potential.

President Clinton is known to be a strong 
supporter of the scheme and has asked the US 
state information agency to support the campus 
with a full range of educational DrosrAmm« 

- — • •

A RELAXED Hillary Clinton breezed privileged to see the rebirth of
into Belfast yesterday showing no Northern Ireland which she first
signs of the scandals which have witnessed during their first trip back 

in October 1995.
She paid a lengthy tribute to the 

role of women in the search for 
peace and said the women’s

I

<uiu uaviu iiimuica wuc LAopiiiic, 
that the people were now the 
architects of a new environment.

Summing up her 404ninute speech 
Mrs Clinton said: “We all know that 
women’s voices played a vital role in 
the quest for peace.”

During the final session Mrs 
Clinton listened intently as other 
speakers outlined their reasons for 
taking part in the Vital Voices 
conference.

She laughed openly as one of the 
speakers, summing up her role as a 
woman, declared: “I’ll bend but 1 will 
not be manipulated."

Mrs Clinton told the audience,
which included Assembly members Hawkins said she was very 

‘' ................... ...... ' impressed by the first lady’s speech.
“Every word came from the heart. 

She touched on a lot of subjects and 
left no relevant issue out."

Mrs Clinton then attended a 
reception at Belfast city hall where 
she was given a rapturous reception. 

The first lady will join with her 
husband, who arrives in Belfast 
today, to urge all sides to make 
further political progress.

President Clinton is also expected 
to lay a wreath in the devastated 
village of Omagh before addressing a 
huge open-air peace rally in the Mall 
area of Armagh.

1

hoped, lived, died and finally voted 
for."

Mrs Clinton, who referred to the

VnwjSw
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SUPPORTERS of the innovative Springvale 
educational village will use President Clinton s visit 
this afternoon to announce millions of pounds of 
extra funding for the project.

The £3.5 million gift from the International Fund 
for Ireland will be just the latest in a series of 
investments the scheme has won since it was 
given the preen liah* 

husband, the first lady's every
gesture was scrutinised. , -

But she rose to the occasion and become a reality, 
smiled her way through the hour- “It was women’s whispers which 
long conference before delivering a became a torrent of voices..."
powerful speech on enpowering Mrs Clinton, delivering her speech 
women to meet the challenges of the in a clear unfaltering style, warned 
future. women that the struggle for

Mrs Clinton told delegates she was democracy would not be easy.

& ■
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and the world’s will to see Northern 
Ireland succeed in achieving peace.

But the audience clapped when 
she spoke of her feelings as she 
watched Ireland from her private 
plane flying into the country.

“It is one of the most beautiful 
places on God's earth... let us pledge 
that this is only the beginning.” 

Mrs Clinton told the audi

Making her first public appearance 
since the Monica Lewinsky story 
broke, the first lady smiled as she .
arrived at the Waterfront Hall to conference provided an opportunity
address a conference on women’s for powerful voices to blend to be 
advancement. part of a new democratic Northern

Clearly at ease as she stepped from Ireland: “That which people have 
her official limousine, Mrs Clinton - J ••- -J -J - --------------
smiled and waved to waiting 
reporters and photographers.

Wearing a stylish navy-blue trouser Omagh bombers as “enemies of 
suit and pearls, Mrs Clinton joined peace", warned the road to peace 
the platform party for the final would never be easy.
session of the Vital Voices Women in But she vowed that America would 
Democracy conference and said be behind the peace process every 
women’s voices could no longer be step of the way.
ignored. "You will only move forward and,

It was the first lady’s first official as you do, please know that America 
speech since her husband admitted will stand with you."
his “inappropriate" relationship with America's first lady paid tribute to 
White House aide Monica Lewinsky. the unbending resolve of Northern 

And with intense interest focussed Ireland women to carry on despite 
on the scandal surrounding her years of heartbreak and misery.

But she said that women kept faith 
and prayed that peace would

Belfast chtcouncil Welcomes

VITAL VOICES
WOMEN iW DEMOCRACY

si

Her speech was given a warm 
welcome by delegates as they left for 
a reception at Belfast city hall. 

SDLP assembly member Brid 
Rodgers described it as “excellent i 
and very encouraging".

“She stressed the importance of 
women...she is a very impressive ! 

She spoke movingly about America speaker." 
Shankill community worker May 

Blood said the speech was “very ' ’ 
emotive". *

“She came across well and seemed 
to mean what she said. 

“I thought she looked quite well 
given what she has been through 
recently.

“She looked better than ever." 
And west Belfast delegate Bridie

I

■R.ACY '

“Democracy is hard work. There is 
no perfect democracy. It depends on 
the attitudes and values and getting 
on with people with whom you have 
profound differences."

But she said that if basic goals were 
agreed it would give everyone the 
chance to go forward together.

\ / 
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First lady speaks
out with style

Making her first public appearance

Fund boost marks president’s visit
By Rosie Uffindell
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campaign to raise thq final few million pounds of 
funding needed, which supporters hope will come 
from donors in the US.

The Springvale project was hailed as a vote of 
confidence in the peace process when it was given 
the formal go-ahead by Secretary of State Mo 
Mowlam less than a the week after the Good Friday 
agreement was signed.
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But the audience clapped when 
she spoke of her feelings as she 
watched Ireland from her private 
plane flying into the country.

“It is one of the most beautiful 
places on God’s earth... let us pledge 
that this is only the beginning."

Mrs Clinton told the audience,

Rodgers described it as “excellent 
and very encouraging".

“She stressed the importance of 
women...she is a very impressive

Her speech was given a warm 
welcome by delegates as they left for 
a reception at Belfast city hall.

SDLP assembly member Brid

• POWERFUL WORDS... first lady Hillary Clinton addresses the Vital Voices Women in Democracy conference at the Waterfront Hall In Belfast 
yesterday at which she praised the role of women in the search for peace

and David Trimble’s wife Daphne, 
that the people were now the 
architects of a new environment.

Summing up her 40-minute speech 
Mrs Clinton said: “We all know that 
women's voices played a vital role in 
tha nnoct naaro ”

I ‘

Blood said the speech was, “very 
emotive”.

“She came across well and seemed 
to mean what she said.

T thought she looked quite well 
given what she has been through 
recently.

“She looked better than ever.” 
And west Belfast delegate Bridie 

which included Assembly members ' Hawkins said she was very 
 ’ impressed by the first lady’s speech. 

“Every word came from the heart. 
She touched on a lot of subjects and 
left no relevant issue out.”

Mrs Clinton then attended a 
reception at Belfast city hall where 
she was given a rapturous reception. 

The first lady will join with her 
husband, who arrives in Belfast 
today, to urge all sides to make 
further political progress.

President Clinton is also expected 
to lay a wreath in the devastated 
village of Omagh before addressing a 
huge open-air peace rally in the Mall 
area of Armagh.

i
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students traditionally excluded from university the 
chance to fulfil their academic and vocational 
potential.

President Clinton is known to be a strong 
supporter of the scheme and has asked the US 
state information agency to support the campus 
with a full range of educational orofframmac

I
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A RELAXED Hillary Clinton breezed privileged to see the rebirth of “Democracy is hard work. There is
into Belfast yesterday showing no Northern Ireland which she first
signs of the scandals which have witnessed during their first trip back 
dogged America’s first family. in October 1995.

Making her first public appearance She paid a lengthy tribute to the
since the Monica Lewinsky story role of women in the search for
broke, the first lady smiled as she peace and said the women's
arrived at the Waterfront Hall to conference provided an opportunity
address a conference on women’s for powerful voices to blend to be
advancement. part of a new democratic Northern

I

the quest for peace.”
During the final session Mrs 

Clinton listened intently as other 
speakers outlined their reasons for 
taking part in the Vital Voices 
conference.

She laughed openly as one of the 
speakers, summing up her role as a 
woman, declared: “HI bend but I will 
not be manipulated.”

 

.?

husband, the first lady’s every
gesture was scrutinised. r—-

But she rose to the occasion and become a reality, 
smiled her way through the hour- “It was women’s whispers which 
long conference before delivering a became a torrent of voices...”
powerful speech on enpowering Mrs Clinton, delivering her speech 
women to meet the challenges of the in a clear unfaltering style, warned 
future. women that the struggle for

Mrs Clinton told delegates she was democracy would not be easy.
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SUPPORTERS of the innovative Springvale 
educational village will use President Clinton’s visit 
this afternoon to announce millions of pounds of 
extra funding for the project.

The S3.5 million gift from the Internationa) Fund 
for Ireland will be just the latest in a series of 
investments the scheme has won since it was 
given the ereen baht 

smiled and waved to waiting 
reporters and photographers.

Wearing a stylish navy-blue trouser Omagh bombers as “enemies of 
suit and pearls, Mrs Clinton joined peace”, warned the road to peace 
the platform party for the final would never be easy.
session of the Vital Voices Women in But she vowed that America would 
Democracy conference and said be behind the peace process every 
women’s voices could no longer be step of the way.
ignored. “You will only move forward and,

It was the first lady’s first official as you do, please know that America 
speech since her husband admitted will stand with you."
” ’  America’s first lady paid tribute to

 the unbending resolve of Northern 
And with intense interest focussed Ireland women to carry on despite 

on the scandal surrounding her years of heartbreak and misery.
But she said that women kept faith 

and prayed that peace would

no perfect democracy. It depends on 
the attitudes and values and getting 
on with people with whom you have
profound differences." 

But she said that if basic goals were
agreed it would give everyone the 
chance to go forward together. 

She spoke movingly about America , speaker."
and the world’s will to see Northern Shankill community worker May

Clearly at ease as she stepped from Ireland: “That which people have Ireland succeed in achieving peace. 
her official limousine, Mrs Clinton hoped, lived, died and finally voted
cmiloH anH ’ waimH waiting for.”

Mrs Clinton, who referred to the
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Fund boost marks president’s vist
By Rosie Uffindell
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project to £8.2 million, claiming the fund con I 
to play “a vital role in community regenei 
creating the conditions for peace to thrive".'
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his “inappropriate” relationship with 
White House aide Monica Lewinsky.

campaign to raise the final few million pounds of 
funding needed, which supporters hope will come 
from donors in the US.

The Springvale project was hailed as a vote of 
confidence in the peace process when it was given 
the formal go-ahead by Secretary of State Mo 
Mowlam less than a the week after the Good Friday 
agreement was signed.

The campus, which will straddle the peace line, 
has attracted broad support from nationalist and 
unionist politicians as well as from the British 
government.

The £70 million initiative will see the University 
of Ulster and Belfast Institute of Further and Higher 
Education joining forces in a bid to give those

husband, the first lady’s every 
gesture was scrutinised.

Northern Ireland.
The president will also travel to 

convey the American people’s symp 
victims of the horrific attack. He w 
witness to their courage in pulling tog< 
the face of tragedy and refusing to be d 
by a vicious minority.

iiniv!^

the quest for peace.”
During the final session Mrs 

Clinton listened intently as other 
speakers outlined their reasons for 
taking part in the Vital Voices

Ulsterbus
The Travel Centre, Glengall Street, 

Belfast, BT12 5AH
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SPEND FIVE DAYS AMID THE TRANQUIL

LOCHS AND GLENS OF SCOTLAND FOR 

ONLY £159. INCLUDING

plane flying into the country. 
“It is one of the most beautiful 

places on God’s earth... let us pledge 
that this is only the beginning."

Mrs Clinton told the audience, 
which included Assembly members 
and David Trimble’s wife Daphne, 
that the people were now the 
architects of a new environment.

Summing up her 40-minute speech 
Mrs Clinton said: “We all know that 
women’s voices played a vital role in 
tha nnact for naaro ”

“She stressed the importance of 
women...she is a very impressive 
speaker."

* Four nights ensuite accommodation staying at the 

beautiful Inversnaid Hotel on the shores of Loch Lomond, 

with full Scottish Breakfasts and four course dinners

* Full programme of nightly entertainment.

* Return luxury coach travel from Belfast to your hotel in 

Scotland, including return crossing to Stranraer

* Excursions to Oban, Loch Linnhe, Glencoe and 

Rannoch Moor; Trossachs and Killin; Luss and 

Stirling; - all included.

including a variety of exchange prograrnnj i 
to foster links between Springvale and 1““ 
in America.

He has already welcomed the fund's 
donation, which brings its overall support

Her speech was given a warm 
welcome by delegates as they left for 
a reception at Belfast city hall.

SDLP assembly member Brid 
Rodgers described it as “excellent 
and very encouraging”.

“She stressed the importance of

conference.
She laughed openly as one of the 

speakers, summing up her role as a 
woman, declared: “I’ll bend but 1 will 
not be manipulated."

A RELAXED Hillary Clinton breezed privileged to see the rebirth of 
into Belfast yesterday showing no Northern Ireland which she first 
signs of the scandals which have witnessed during their first trip back 
dogged America’s first family. in October 1995

Making her first public appearance She paid a lengthy tribute to the 
since the Monica Lewinsky story role of women in the search for 
broke, the first lady smiled as she peace and said the women’s 
arrived at the Waterfront Hall to conference provided an opportunity 
address a conference on women's for powerful voices to blend to be 
advancement. part of a new democratic Northern

Clearly at ease as she stepped from Ireland: “That which people have 
her official limousine, Mrs Clinton hoped, lived, died and finally voted 
smiled and waved to waiting '
reporters and photographers.

SUPPORTERS of the innovative Springvale 
educational village will use President Clinton’s visit 
this afternoon to announce millions of pounds of 
extra funding for the project.

The £3.5 million gift from the International Fund 
for Ireland will be just the latest in a series of 
investments the scheme has won since it was 
given the green light in April.

President Clinton himself pledged to secure $5 
million in financial backing from the US in May, 
after he described the project as something that 
could ‘bolster the foundations of peace".

And his visit today will lend weight to the

with a full range of educational progr,
1—_l--J*—— » I

to mean what she said.
“I thought she looked quite well 

given what she has been through 
recently.

“She looked better than ever.”
And west Belfast delegate Bridie 

Hawkins said she was very 
impressed by the first lady’s speech 

“Every word came from the heart. 
She touched on a lot of subjects and 
left no relevant issue ot"

Mrs Clinton then attended a 
reception at Belfast cir hall where 
she was given a rapture reception 

The first lady will jq with her 
husband, who arriveln

By Philip Lader

LAST Tuesday, during my visit to Northern 
Ireland in advance of President Clinton's, I 
walked the streets of the beautiful cathedral city 
of Armagh and met men and women whose 
courage and dedication to peace helped make 
the Good Friday agreement possible.

In 1995 President Clinton came to Northern 
Ireland to encourage those who had hope and 
to tell the merchants of violence that their time 
was over. That occasion remains a touchstone 
for him and many others. It was a remarkable 
moment

In 1998, the president returns to pay tribute to 
the people of Northern Ireland for translating 
that spirit into reality. He will begin by meeting 
with the new members of the assembly to 
underscore his support for the Good Friday 
agreement, which received the support of the 
overwhelming majority of people throughout 
the island of Ireland. He will call on all 
participants to implement it in its entirety.

As George Bernard Shaw reminds us, 
however, peace is infinitely more arduous than 
conflict. Difficult challenges remain. Thus a 
certain theme of his visit will be to show that, 
just as the United States stood with those who 
took risks for peace, my country will remain 
deeply engaged in supporting the peace

students traditionally excluded from uic 
chance to fulfil their academic and v<V]aj 
potential.

President Clinton is known to be 
supporter of the scheme and has askecjf 

state information agency to support the

This city has welcomed visitors frc 
many times in its long history. Th 
cathedrals which dominate the skyii 
reminders of the potential for reconci 
Their graceful spires call to mind the An 
poet Walt Whitman’s line, “peace is I 
beautiful”. We hope the people of Arma 
join in the dignified gathering for peace < 
Mall this evening.

As the tragedy in Omagh brutally ren 
us, the patient, delicate work of reconcilia 
needed. In Armagh President Clintot 
articulate the American people’s commi 
to walk down that road with the peo| 
Northern Ireland. Every state and coui 
America owes much to those who came 
this land and who built a new nation.

In turn, today we Americans are commit! 
helping the people of Northern Ireland $ 
the peace and prosperity they deserve.
• Philip Lader is US ambassador to Lor.

“Democracy is hard work. There is
no perfect democracy. It depends on
the attitudes and values and getting 
on with people with whom you have
profound differences."

But she said that if basic goals were
agreed it would give everyone the 
chance to go forward together.

She spoke movingly about America
and the world's will to see Northern _____________  „
Ireland succeed in achieving peace. Blood said the speech was "very 

But the audience clapped when emotive"
she spoke of her feelings as she

„ , Mrs Clinton, who referred to the watched Ireland from her private
Wearing a stylish navy-blue trouser Omagh bombers as “enemies of

suit and pearls, Mrs Clinton joined peace”, warned the road to peace 
the platform party for the final would never be easy.
session of the Vital Voices Women in But she vowed that America would
Democracy conference and said be behind the peace process every
women’s voices could no longer be step of the way.
ignored. “You will only move forward and,

It was the first lady’s first official as you do, please know that America
speech since her husband admitted will stand with you.”
u’ ..... America’s first lady paid tribute to

the unbending resolve of Northern
And with intense interest focussed Ireland women to carry on despite

on the scandal surrounding her years of heartbreak and misery. 
But she said that women kept faith

and prayed that peace would 
But she rose to the occasion and become a reality.

smiled her way through the hour- “It was women's whispers which 
long conference before delivering a became a torrent of voices..."
powerful speech on enpowering Mrs Clinton, delivering her speech
women to meet the challenges of the in a clear unfaltering style, warned
future. women that the struggle for

Mrs Clinton told delegates she was democracy would not be easy.

husband, who arriveln Belfast 
today, to urge al) sid to make 
further political progress

President Clinton is al>xpected 
■fi lav a wreath in the j

g 
• POWERFUL WORDS... first lady Hillary Clinton addresses the Vital Voices Women in Democracy conference at the Waterfront Hall in Belfast 

yesterday at which she praised the role of women in the search for peace
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LAST Tuesday, during my visit to Northern 
Ireland in advance of President Clinton’s, I 
walked the streets of the beautiful cathedral city 
of Armagh and met men and women whose 
courage and dedication to peace helped make 
the Good Friday agreement possible.

In 1995 President Clinton came to Northern 
Ireland to encourage those who had hope and 
to tell the merchants of violence that their time 
was over. That occasion remains a touchstone 
for him and many others. It was a remarkable 
moment.

In 1998, the president returns to pay tribute to 
the people of Northern Ireland for translating 
that spirit into reality. He will begin by meeting 
with the new members of the assembly to 
underscore his support for the Good Friday 
agreement, which received the support of the 
overwhelming majority of people throughout 
the island of Ireland. He will call on all 
participants to implement it in its entirety.

As George Bernard Shaw reminds us, 
however, peace is infinitely more arduous than 
conflict. Difficult challenges remain. Thus a 
certain theme of his visit will be to show that, 
just as the United States stood with those who

SPEND FIVE DAYS AMID THE TRANQUIL 

LOCHS AND GLENS OF SCOTLAND FOR 

ONLY £159, INCLUDING

America’s first lady paid tribute to 
the unbending resolve of Northern 

And with intense interest focussed Ireland women to carry on despite 
on the scandal surrounding her years of heartbreak and misery. 

But she said that women kept faith 
and prayed that peace would

* Four nights ensuite accommodation staying at the 

beautiful Inversnaid Hotel on the shores of Loch Lomond, 

with full Scottish Breakfasts and four course dinners.

* Full programme of nightly entertainment.

* Return luxury coach travel from Belfast to your hotel in 

Scotland, including return crossing to Stranraer

* Excursions to Oban, Loch Linnhe, Glencoe and 

Rannoch Moor; Trossachs and Killin; Luss and 

Stirling; - all-included.

Her speech was given a warm 
welcome by delegates as they left for 
a reception at Belfast city hall.

SDLP assembly member Brid 
Rodgers described it as “excellent 
and very encouraging".

“She stressed the importance of 
women...she is a very impressive 
speaker."

Shankill community worker May

TT Tn

campaign to raise the final few million pounds of 
funding needed, which supporters hope will come 
from donors in the US.

The Springvale project was hailed as a vote of 
confidence in the peace process when it was given 
the formal go-ahead by Secretary of State Mo 
Mowlam less than a the week after the Good Friday 
agreement was signed.

The campus, which will straddle the peace line, 
has attracted broad support from nationalist and 
unionist politicians as well as from the British 
government.

The S70 million initiative will see the University 
of Ulster and Belfast Institute of Further and Higher 
Education joining forces in a bid to give those

village of Omagh before arsing a 
huge open-air peace rallyhe Mall 
area of Armagh.
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A RELAXED Hillary Clinton breezed privileged to see the rebirth of 
into Belfast yesterday showing no Northern Ireland which she first 
signs of the scandals which have witnessed during their first trip back 
J .............. in October 1995.

She paid a lengthy tribute to the 
role of women in the search for 
peace and said the women’s

process and economic developrr 
Northern Ireland.

The president will also travel to Of 
convey the American people’s symp 
victims of the horrific attack. He w 
witness to their courage in pulling togi 
the face of tragedy and refusing to be d 
by a vicious minority.

 TOT

This city has welcomed visitors frc 
many times in its long history. Th 
cathedrals which dominate the skyli 
reminders of the potential for reconci 
Their graceful spires call to mind the An 
poet Walt Whitman’s line, “peace is i 
beautiful". We hope the people of Arma 
join in the dignified gathering for peace ( 
Mall this evening.

As the tragedy in Omagh brutally ren 
us, the patient, delicate work of reconcilia 
needed. In Armagh President Clintoi 
articulate the American people’s commi 
to walk down that road with the peoj 
Northern Ireland. Every state and coui 
America owes much to those who came 
this land and who built a new nation.

In turn, today we Americans are commie 
helping the people of Northern Ireland si

“Democracy is hard work. There is 
no perfect democracy. It depends on 
the attitudes and values and getting 
on with people with whom you have 
profound differences.”

But she said that if basic goals were 
agreed it would give everyone the 
chance to go forward together.

She spoke movingly about America
and the world's will to see Northern „
Ireland succeed in achieving peace. Blood said the speech was ■ “very 

But the audience clapped when emotive"
“She came across well and seemed 

to mean what she said.
“I thought she looked quite well 

given what she has been through 
recently.

“She looked better than ever." 
And west Belfast delegate Bridie 

Hawkins said she was very 
impressed by the first lady’s speech. 

“Every word came from the heart. 
She touched on a lot ofsubjects and 
left no relevant issue ot” 

Mrs Clinton then attended a 
reception at Belfast ci hall where 
she was given a rapture reception 

The first lady will jq with her 
husband, who arrive^ Belfast 
today, to urge all sid.to make 
further political progress 

President Clinton is aliyepected 
to lay a wreath in the ^stated i 
village of Omagh before a^ing a

SUPPORTERS of the innovative Springvale 
educational village will use President Clinton's visit 
this afternoon to announce millions of pounds of 
extra funding for the project.

The £3.5 million gift from the International Fund 
for Ireland will be just the latest in a series of 
investments the scheme has won since it was 
given the green light in April.

President Clinton himself pledged to secure $5 
million in financial backing from the US in May, 
after he described the project as something that 
could “bolster the foundations of peace”.

And his visit today will lend weight to the

husband, the first lady’s every
gesture was scrutinised. . ,

But she rose to the occasion and become a reality, 
smiled her way through the hour- “It was women’s whispers which 
long conference before delivering a became a torrent of voices...”
powerful speech on enpowering Mrs Clinton, delivering her speech 
women to meet the challenges of the in a clear unfaltering style, warned 
future. women that the struggle for

Mrs Clinton told delegates she was democracy would not be easy.

Contact our local Lochs and Glens Holidays agent

Ulsterbus
The Travel Centre, Glengall Street, 

Belfast, BT12 5AH

students traditionally excluded from univ^g 
chance to fulfil their academic and v^naJ 
potential.

President Clinton is known to be Epg 
supporter of the scheme and has askeejg 
state information agency to support the Is 
with a full range of educational progr^ 
including a variety of exchange programuj 
to foster links between Springvale and univ 
in America.

He has already welcomed the fund’s, 
donation, which brings its overall support! 
project to £8.2 million, claiming the fund con 
to play “a vital role in community regenei 
creating the conditions for peace to thrive".1
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she spoke of her feelings as she 
watched Ireland from her private 
plane flying into the country.

“It is one of the most beautiful 
places on God’s earth... let us pledge 
that this is only the beginning.”

Mrs Clinton told the audience, 
which included Assembly members 
and David Trimble’s wife Daphne, 
that the people were now the 
architects of a new environment.

Summing up her 40-minute speech 
Mrs Clinton said: “We all know that 
women's voices played a vital role in 
the quest for peace.”

During the final session Mrs 
Clinton listened intently as other 
speakers outlined their reasons for 
taking part in the Vital Voices 
conference.

She laughed openly as one of the 
speakers, summing up her role as a 
woman, declared. “I’ll bend but I will 
not be manipulated."

dogged America’s first family.
Making her first public appearance

since the Monica Lewinsky story
broke, the first lady smiled as she , .  . .. 
arrived at the Waterfront Hall to conference provided an opportunity 
address a conference on women’s for powerful voices to blend to be 
advancement. part of a new democratic Northern

Clearly at ease as she stepped from Ireland: “That which people have 
her official limousine, Mrs Clinton hoped, lived, died and finally voted 
smiled and waved to waiting
reporters and photographers. Mrs Clinton, who referred to the

Wearing a stylish navy-blue trouser Omagh bombers as “enemies of 
suit and pearls, Mrs Clinton joined peace", warned the road to peace 
the platform party for the final would never be easy.
session of the Vital Voices Women in But she vowed that America would 
Democracy conference and said be behind the peace process every 
women’s voices could no longer be step of the way.
ignored. “You will only move forward and,

It was the first lady’s first official as you do, please know that America 
speech since her husband admitted will stand with you." 
his “inappropriate" relationship with  ’ 
White House aide Monica Lewinsky.
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■
POWERFUL WORDS... first lady Hillary Clinton addresses the Vital Voices Women in Democracy conference at the Waterfront Hall in Belfast 
yesterday at which she praised the role of women in the search for peace
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PRESIDENT Clinton is 
tonight expected to round 
off his Northern Ireland visit 
at a gigantic peace rally in a 
city which symbolises the 
links between Catholics and 
Protestants on the island.

The US president is 
expected to take to a 
massive stage in the centre 
of Armagh city - Ireland’s 
ecclesiastical capital - to 
make a heartfelt plea for an 
end to violence.

In front of an audience of 
at least 20,000 at the 
‘Gathering for Peace’ rally in 
the historic Mail area, 
President Clinton is due to 
arrive around 7.30pm and is 
expected to stay in the city 
until around 9pm.

Irish singing legend Mary 
Black will attend the event 
which will also feature a 
number of groups and 
artists representing all 
sections of the community.

Co Tyrone man Paul 
Donaghy, brother of former 
Tyrone GAA star Plunkett 
Donaghy and son of singer 
Eileen Donaghy, will sing - 
unexpectedly.

His surprise break came 
about after he was involved 
in erecting backdrops for 
the presidential stage and 
entertained some of the 
large American advance 
team in his home village of 
Moy.

After hearing him perform 
they demanded that he 
appear on stage at the 
presidential bash.

Sharon Haughey (17) from 
Ready, who touched the

Bl
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peace message, will be the 
first person to meet Mr 
Clinton in Armagh - at his 
request.

Armagh mayor, Robert 
Turner said the presidential 
peace rally would help to 
manifest "a sense of 
optimism within the 
community at large".

Peter McKittrick of the

There is a taxi in 
your area nowt! 

Phone....

Armagh Marketing Initiative 
said the venue would open 
at 5pm and people were 
advised to come along as 
early as possible.

He said: “Its a great 
honour to be hosting the 
president and certainly the 
city has not seen anything 
like this in its long history.”

He added that the mood 
would be generally positive 
but there would also be a 
time of reflection for those 
killed in the Omagh bomb.

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, Stormont First 
Minister David Trimble, and 
his deputy, Seamus Mallon, 
will also be in Armagh to 
hear Clinton’s historic 
peace address.

Other entertainers include 
the Armagh Girls Singers, 
Armagh C '
Band, .
traditional group and the 
Combined Cadet Force Pipe 
Band. There will also be two 
readers from schools.
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PRESIDENT Clinton is 
tonight expected to round 
off his Northern Ireland visit 
at a gigantic peace rally in a 
city which symbolises the 
links between Catholics and 
Protestants on the island.

The US president is 
expected to take to a 
massive stage in the centre 
of Armagh city - Ireland’s 
ecclesiastical capital - to 
make a heartfelt plea for an 
end to violence

In front of an audience of 
at least 20,000 at the 
‘Gathering for Peace’ rally in 
the historic Mall area, 
President Clinton is due to 
arrive around 7.30pm and is 
expected to stay in the city 
until around 9pm.

Irish singing legend Mary 
Black will attend the event 
which will also feature a 
number of groups and 
artists representing all 
sections of the community.

Co Tyrone man Paul 
Donaghy, brother of former 
Tyrone GAA star Plunkett 
Donaghy and son of singer 
Eileen Donaghy, will sing - 
unexpectedly.

His surprise break came 
about after he was involved 
in erecting backdrops for 
the presidential stage and 
entertained some of the 
large American advance 
team in his home village of 
Moy.

After hearing him perform 
they demanded that he 
appear on stage at the 
presidential bash.
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Ready, who touched
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nc oaiu. no a g.eai , 
honour to be hosting the 
president and certainly the 
city has not seen anything 
like this in its long history." 

He added that the mood 
would be generally positive 
but there would also be a 
time of reflection for those 
killed in the Omagh bomb. 

British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair, Stormont First 
Minister David Trimble, and 
his deputy, Seamus Mallon, 
will also be in Armagh to 
hear Clinton’s historic 
peace address.

Other entertainers include 
the Armagh Girls Singers, 
Armagh Old Silver Boys 
Band, McGleenan’s
traditional group and the 
Combined Cadet Force Pipe 
Band. There will also be two 
readers from schools.

Sharon Haughey (17) from 
Ready, who touched the 
president’s heart during his 
last visit here with a moving 
peace message, will be the 
first person to meet Mr 
Clinton in Armagh - at his 
request.

Armagh mayor, Robert 
Turner said the presidential 
peace rally would help to 
manifest “a sense of 
optimism within the 
community at large".
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Clinton flies in with a
brave message of hope

• SHOW OF HANDS ... Hillary Clinton at the Waterfront Hall in Beflast yesterday Picture: Hugh Russell
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By William Graham 
Political Correspondent

THE President of the United States Bill Clinton is due to arrive 
today with a brave message of hope for the future - that the 
Good Friday agreement is taking root and that the enemies of 
peace will be defeated.

British Prime Minister Tony Blair was expected at Belfast 
International Airport to meet Mr Clinton who was travelling on 
board Air Force One - First Lady Hillary Clinton had journeyed 
to Belfast a day eariier on Air Force Two.

This presidential visit will add impetus to the Irish peace 
’ process which has already picked up pace as a result of Gerry 
Adams's signal that violence must be a thing of the past, over, 
done with and gone.

A huge security operation coordinated by the American 
secret service and the RUC was ready to swing into place and a 
motorcade prepared to speed Mr Clinton to Parliament 
Buildings, Stormont.

On the steps of Stormont - a place once described as a 
Protestant parliament for a Protestant people - Mr Clinton is 
due to receive a joint greeting by the unionist and nationalist 
leaders of Northern Ireland's new power-sharing assembly, 
David Trimble and Seamus Mallon.

The symbolic significance of Mr Clinton first going to meet the 
108 assembly members underlines the American president’s 
firm conviction that the Good Friday agreement is the 
touchstone for political progress into the future.

After the Stormont meetings with all the political parties. Mr 
Clinton s schedule includes a keynote speech at the V&terfront 
Hall. He also goes to the site of the new Springvale campus of 
the University of Ulster in west Belfast, visits Omagh and the 
site of the bombing which killed 28 people and injured 220 and 
then in the evening he travels to Armagh for talks with church 
leaders and to take part in a peace and reconciliation event.

Undoubtedly, the most sombre and moving part of President 
Clinton's visit will be in Omagh where he will hear from 
survivors and relatives of the dead.

He will convey to them the condolences of the American 
people who, along with people throughout the world, were 
shocked by this terrible bombing which led to the largest loss of 
life of any single incident in Northern Ireland.

Mr Clinton will also reflect on another terrible act of violence - 
the burning to death of three children in their Ballymoney home 
at the height of the Drumcree crisis.

These will be moments of deep reflection for President 
Clinton but again his message will be a powerful one in that the 
people of Ireland have the courage to face the future and will not 
allow the ship of peace - the Good Friday agreement - to sink.

Instead Mr Clinton will advise that the political leaders, while 
not facing an easy road ahead, have demonstrated that they are 
risk-takers and the prize must be a peaceful future.

Yesterday, ahead of the president's arrival from Moscow, 
Hillary Clinton was in Belfast to speak at the Women in 
Democracy conference.

She said that “when my husband and I go to Omagh we will 
pay tribute to those who were murdered by the enemies of 
peace. They were mostly women and children, Catholic and 
Protestant, unionist and nationalist, young and old. They were 
people simply living their lives.”

Mrs Clinton praised the role of women in the search for peace 
and spoke about the courage and strength of generations of 
women.

She added that the United States would continue to do all it 
could to support Northern Ireland.

“You will only move forward and, as you do, please know that 
America will stand with you."

Prime Minister Tony Blair said yesterday that things were 
now moving in the right direction in Northern Ireland and that 
the best response to the Omagh bombing was not to abandon 
the peace accord but to carry it forward vigorously and deny 
those opposed to the democratic process.

The Dail and the Commons rushed through tough new 
legislation to deal with dissidents, although there have been 
strong questions posed about the dangers of human rights 
abuses.

Taoiseach Bertie Ahem has said that the message to those 
who carried out the Omagh bombing was that “you cannot 
hope to take on the people of Ireland and win."

Clearly directing his remarks towards the Real IRA, Mr 
Ahem said: “These people are about to learn a lesson that will 
teach them to respect the strength of Irish democracy."
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She added that the United States would continue to do all it 
could to support Northern Ireland.

“You will only move forward and, as you do, please know that 
America will stand with you."

Prime Minister Tony Blair said yesterday that things were 
now moving in the right direction in Northern Ireland and that 
the best response to the Omagh bombing was not to abandon 
the peace accord but to carry it forward vigorously and deny 
those opposed to the democratic process.

The Dail and the Commons rushed through tough new 
legislation to deal with dissidents, although there have been 
strong questions posed about the dangers of human rights 
abuses.

Taoiseach Bertie Ahem has said that the message to those 
who carried out the Omagh bombing was that “you cannot 
hope to take on the people of Ireland and win.”

Clearly directing his remarks towards the Real IRA, Mr 
Ahem said: “These people are about to learn a lesson that will 
teach them to respect the strength of Irish democracy.”
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By William Graham 
Political Correspondent

THE President of the United States Bill Clinton is due to arrive 
today with a brave message of hope for the future - that the 
Good Friday agreement is taking root and that the enemies of 
peace will be defeated.

British Prime Minister Tony Blair was expected at Belfast 
International Airport to meet Mr Clinton who was travelling on 
board Air Force One - First Lady Hillary Clinton had journeyed 
to Belfast a day earlier on Air Force Two.

This presidential visit will add impetus to the Irish peace 
' process which has already picked up pace as a result of Gerry 
Adams's signal that violence must be a thing of the past, over, 
done with and gone.

A huge security operation co-ordinated by the American 
secret service and the RUC was ready to swing into place and a 
motorcade prepared to speed Mr Clinton to Parliament 
Buildings, Stonnont.

On the steps of Stormont - a place once described as a 
Protestant parliament for a Protestant people - Mr Clinton is 
due to receive a joint greeting by the unionist and nationalist 
leaders of Northern Ireland's new power-sharing assembly, 
David Trimble and Seamus Mallon.

The symbolic significance of Mr Clinton first going to meet the 
108 assembly members underlines the American president's 
firm conviction that the Good Friday agreement is the 
touchstone for political progress into the future.

After tiie Stonnont meetings with all the political parties, Mr 
Clinton's schedule includes a keynote speech at the Whterfront 
Hall. He also goes to the site of the new Springvale campus of 
the University of Ulster in west Belfast, visits Omagh and the 
site of the bombing which killed 28 people and injured 220 and 
then in the evening he travels to Armagh for talks with church 
leaders and to take part in a peace and reconciliation event.

Undoubtedly, the most sombre and moving part of President 
Clinton's visit will be in Omagh where he will hear from 
survivors and relatives of the dead.

He will convey to them the condolences of the American 
people who, along with people throughout the world, were 
shocked by this terrible bombing which led to the largest loss of 
life of any single incident in Northern Ireland.

Mr Clinton will also reflect on another terrible act of violence - 
the burning to death of three children in their Ballymoney home 
at the height of the Drumcree crisis.

These will be moments of deep reflection for President 
Clinton but again his message will be a powerful one in that the 
people of Ireland have the courage to face the future and will not 
allow the ship of peace - the Good Friday agreement - to sink.

Instead Mr Clinton will advise that the political leaders, while 
not facing an easy road ahead, have demonstrated that they are 
risk-takers and the prize must be a peaceful future.

Yesterday, ahead of the president's arrival from Moscow, 
Hillary Clinton was in Belfast to speak at the Women in 
Democracy conference.

She said that “when my husband and 1 go to Omagh we will 
pay tribute to those who were murdered by the enemies of 
peace. They were mostly women and children, Catholic and 
Protestant, unionist and nationalist, young and old. They were 
people simply living their lives.”

Mrs Clinton praised the role of women in the search for peace 
and spoke about the courage and strength of generations of
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recent weeks: “I’ve been doing just 
fine”.

Appearing jet-lagged, but other­
wise happy, she deftly parried the 
first reference to the scandal, which 
is bound to cast a shadow over the 
Presidential tour.

The federal judge in the Paula

By Janet Devlin

HILLARY Clinton was due 
to fly into Northern Ireland 
today for the first leg of a 
whirlwind Presidential 

J visit.

And the First Lady, who has 
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since the Monica Lewinsky scan­
dal broke, says she feels “just 
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TAKE THREE: The joke must be on Bill
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TAKE ONE: Hillary sees the funny side

By DOH MACKAY 
BEAMING Hillary Clinton looked 
a million dollars as she arrived 
in Belfast last night.
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“political partner” when she
addressed several hundred women in
Moscow earlier in the day.
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So who’s put the smile 
back on Hillary’s face?
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are concerned about. I’ve done a 
number of things at his request to 
work on issues that I care deeply 
about and he’s also committed to.” 
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make it clear she ha<  
She told the audience she works - but she declined.

 with Bill on political aims but was The couple had displayed strained
But whoever put the grin on her But Hillary’s warm welcome at the She said women shouldn’t be left ominously silent about her role as a smiles during the summit with

face, it certainly wasn’t husband Bill, airport was nothing compared to the trailing in the wake of men in today’s wife. troubled Yeltsin, a sharp contrast
— - -------- ------------------------------ it made them sound more like bust- from their usual touchy-feely

-------------------------------------------------------  And she boosted the peace push in ness partners. manner towards each other.
And she really did look a star. the province by saying that women Quizzed about her marriage, she And the rift has brought brisk 

--------------------------------------j. Her blonde bobbed hair was im- on both sides were sick of burying said: “In many areas we do a lot of business for Moscow street traders
It was clear that she’s still seething maculate, the blue trouser suit stun- their husbands and sons. work together and we talk con- selling nesting dolls with Clinton’s

But it was a very different Hillary stantly about many Issues that we face and Monica inside.
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By DON MACKAY 
BEAMING Hillary Clinton looked 
a million dollars as she arrived 
in Belfast last night.

'w

work together and we talk con- selling nesting dolls with Clinton’s 
} face and Monica inside.

-

with Bill on political aims but was The couple
She said women shouldn’t be left ominously silent about her role as a smiles durii

~'’ hz if __L_troubled , ,
It made them sound more like busi- from their usual touchy-feely 

And she boosted the peace push in ness partners. manner towards each other.
the province by sayi)—----------- ~ * - - • ■ * ,

.f

dazzling  
from her stretch limo.

But whoever put the grin on her

 And she really did look a star. , w v
Moscow earlier in the day. Her blonde bobbed hair was im- on both sides were e__

It was clear that she’s still seething maculate, the blue trouser suit stun- their husbands and sons.

secretary Monica Lewinsky. Mrs gold necklace. There was no hint of who joined Boris Yeltsin’s wife Naina ^i^wa^t^r^rfec^onw^unitv^o

America’s first lady sported a °°hf her heartache as she gave a poUshed, at the discussion meeting in Moscow. make it clear she had forgiven Bill
azzling smile when she stepped ted in to RAF Aldergrove. Clinton 40-minute speech to 500 people at a She told the audience she works - but she declined.
■om her stretch limn Join h®r 111 Ireland later today, women s Vital Voices conference. • ■  
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are concerned about. I’ve done a 
number of things at his request to 
work on issues that I care deeply 
ahnnb. and Ba’q alcn rnnwnittofl tin ”

o 
W

TV-

8

ss®

■sF I

V

H i

Bl •

- but she declined.
The couple had displayed strained 

luring the summit with 
Yeltsin, a sharp contrast

TAKE ONE: Hillary sees the funny side
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But whoever put the grin on her But Hillary's warm welcome at the f------------- -------- -------------------- ----------- -----------
face, it certainly wasn’t husband Bill, airport was nothing compared to the trailing in the wake of men in today’s wife. 

She frostily referred to him as a rapturous greeting she got when her society.
“political partner” when she motorcade arrived in the city. And st
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It is the same argument 
put f orward to the ITC (In- Hillary to their heartsI M Q
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movie argument. That 
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Big ITV' companies - be­
lieved to be Carlton, 
Granada and United - are 
unhappy that movies are 
interrupted by News At
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It was a smile that beamed and her 
wave to the crowd outside the city’s Wa­
terfront centre was as bold as it could be.

This was a woman fighting back, a 
mother, putting a young woman and her 
Delilah delights firmly in her place.
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armed police chase cars, personal body­
guards and motorbike outriders.
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HILLARY Clinton is not just the First 
Lady of America.

She became The Queen of Belfast last 
night in all-smiling, majestic syle.

The woman betrayed by her husband 
arrived in a presidential motorcade with

But when she stej
limo she was as far 
woman as you can get.

Her blonde bobbed hair was immacu­
late, the blue trouser suit straight from 
a top designer shop - and the smile was 
as bright as her gold necklace.

but I have yet to read all 
the proposals and their 
reasons in full.”

Trevor was persuaded to

t -

ay after a relentless 
harm offensive” by ITN 

and ITV bosses to stop the 
BBC poaching him. 

The deal means he will 
continue as frontman for 
the flagship news bulletin 
for the next three years - 
but crucially his contract 
does not specify the time. 

As a sweetener he will 
present a 60-minute cur­
rent affairs show which is 
expected to go out at 
10pm on Wednesdays.

a

TREVOR McDonald last 
night dismissed as “rub­
bish” ITV’s plans to axe
News At Ten to make

for movie block-
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^elilah delights firmly in her place.
Gone was the embarrassment that 

your husband has admitted his sexual pec­
cadilloes to the Free World. Instead, there 
was poise, confidence - and authority.

This was the strength of the woman be­
hind the man - the power behind the US 
throne - and it won the hearts of the peo­
ple of Belfast.

/ME

Wl -

-•F-

V

-----ters.
The anchorman of ITN’s 

flagship and Britain's most 
~'nular newsreader said: 

movie argument is 
rubbish, it’s a 10-year-old 
idea.”

ITV wants to clear peak­
time schedules to run 
blockbuster films and fea­
ture-length dramas to
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“You only have to look 
at Channel 5 which hasn’t 
had vei 
with C  
and how mai 
there anyway?

“I would disregard the

that. You can get movies 
from Blockbuster for £L50 
for three nights now,” 
said Trevor, who yesterday 
clinched a new £2.5 million 
contract with ITN despite 
the proposals.

“You only have to look

f ! F

dependent Television 
Commission) five years 
ago when the knives were 
last out for the 31-year-old 
programme.

“I really can’t accept
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The deal means he will 
continue as frontman for 
the flagship news bulletin 
for the next three years - 
but crucially his contract 
does not specify the time. 

As a sweetener he will 
present a 60-minute cur­
rent affairs show which is 
expected to go out at 
10pm on Wednesdays.
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Gone was the embarrassment that 
your husband has admitted his sexual pec­
cadilloes to the Free World. Instead, there
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By DON MACKAY 

.ARY Clinton is not just the First 
y of America.
ie became The Queen of Belfast last 

ce woman betrayed by her husband 
zed in a presidential motorcade with 

armed police chase cars, personal body­
guards and motorbike outriders.
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Her blonde bobbed hair was immacu­
late, the blue trouser suit straight from 
a top designer shop - and the smile was 
as bright as her gold necklace. 
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RUBBISH: Trevor McDonald 

It is the same argument 
put forward to the ITC (In­
dependent Television 
Commission) five years 
ago when the knives were 
last out for the 31-year-old
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■ff: was poise, confidence - and authority.
This was the strength of the woman be­

hind the man - the power behind the US 
throne - and it won the hearts of the peo­
ple of Belfast.

EE

said Trevor, who yesterday 
clinched a new £2.5 million 
contract with ITN despite 
the proposals.

“You only have to look 
at Channel 5 which hasn’t 
had very much success 
with their 9pm film slot, 
and how many movies are 
there an.’

“The movie argument is 
rubbish, it’s a 10-year-old 
idea.”

ITV wants to clear peak­
time schedules to run 
blockbuster films and fea­
ture-length dramas to 
boost ratings.

It was a smile that beamed and her 
wave to the crowd outside the city’s Wa­
terfront centre was as bold as it could be. 

This was a woman fighting back, a 
mother, putting a young woman and her 
Delilah delights firmly in her place.
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A QUESTION OF MORALS ... JOHN BACH 
EXAMINES THE CONTROVERSY OVER BILL 

CLINTON'S PRIVATE LIFE FROM A CHRISTIAN
PERSPECTIVE

(1)
i

(2)
(3)1

I

i

RE you tempted to regard 
President Clinton’s visit as 
.a mission of comfort to the 

victims of those for whom killing 
does not matter by a man for 
whom truth does not matter?

If so, and during his visit to Armagh, 
if he meets the two archbishops, they 
should give him an ecumenical lecture 
on basic morality.

Of course they won’t - and rightly 
so: their condemnation would be seen 
as priggish and Pharisaical, and as a 
-stark contrast to the call by Clinton’s 
own Methodist minister in 
Washington, and others, for his for­
giveness.

Meanwhile, welcome, not outrage, is 
the dominant emotion of southerners 
as they prepare for his arrival later 
tonight - somewhat ironic given that 
Dublin has been rather less fulsome 
than London in supporting his recent 
overseas actions.

As to his domestic, or quasi-domes- 
tic, embarrassments, the most serious 
aspect is not his eagerly followed sex­
ual adventure but the “economies of 
truth” that followed them.

Politically, the inevitable question is 
whether untruths in that area inflict a 
mortal wound on his credibility in 
other areas.

So can Margaret Thatcher’s declara­
tion that murder is murder is murder, 
also apply to lies?

A Christian perspective invites con­
sideration of Our Lord’s demanding 
moral precept in Matthew 5, where 
anger and lustful thoughts are held to 
be of the same quality as murder and 
adultery.

But that can be read as a timeless 
warning against self-righteousness:

L

nobody is exempt from the need for 
divine mercy.

Even if waywardness has a single 
root, the manifestations of sin, includ­
ing falsehood, can surely be gradated 
in their seriousness.

Someone who tells a lie to an unau­
thorised interrogator knowing that it 
will save an innocent man’s life is 
clearly at the favourable end of the 
heinousness scale.

But if the interrogator has a clear 
right to know - especially if he had 
entrusted the Ear with confidences - 
the matter is much more serious.

Another important distinction is 
between a deliberately planned lie 
and one told on the spur of the 
moment, specially if in a disturbed 
state of mind.

Most serious is the encouragement 
of others to tell deliberate untruths in 
a bid to save one’s own face.

The law is well aware of these dis­
tinctions: that is why prosecutions for 
perjury, while always possible, are, in 
practice, rare.

And whereas a plea of guilty, inas­
much as it indicates remorse and a 
desire to save a victim from giving dis­
tressing evidence in court can attract a 
more lenient sentence, conviction 
after a plea of not guilty is held to be 
no reason for a supplementary penal­

ty
If we can thus accept gradations in 

the culpability of lies, we must apply a 
similar scale to killing: from fly swat­
ting via self-defence to the encourage­
ment of mass murder.

A feature of credible morality is 
that it is held in proportion.
* The writer is Church of Ireland 
chaplin at the University of Ulster, 
Coleraine, and a criminologist.
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• Lionel Shriver 
divides her time between 
Belfast and New York.

supremacy and domes­
tic prosperity, he might

“misleading” (read: ^he frFXusTollo  ̂

up. 
Earlier this

remains unstable. The 
' > of the Middle

East’s Oslo Accord was

a disservice to the town. 
To whatever degree he 
consoles victims and 
their families, the ges­
ture well merits one day 
in his hectic schedule.

Clinton can’t lose in 
Omagh, and so puts lit­
tle on the line besides 
his time. Clinton himself 
urged Northern Ireland 
to take “risks for 
peace”, but the only

________ , Bill 
'Clinton sig11^ 

. - i • Fast’s f

Clinton’s craven com­
promise of look-the- 
other-way was designed 
to please everyone, and 
so pleased no one.

To date the biggest
fpotkor in /"niritrin’c nln

Surprising successful 
welfare reforms were 
primarily the handi­
work of his Republican 
adversaries.

In an area where firm 
liberal leadership would 
have been welcome - 
gays in the military -

corresponding opportu­
nities for extraordinary 
statesmanship.

Instead, Clinton has 
specialised at show - 
pomp and smooth talk, 
glib exhortations to 
honour that in his per­
sonal life he feels no 
need to heed. He looks 
and sounds presidential, 
in contrast to the likes 
of Jimmy Carter, to 

AmericansAnnan. In the face of 
reprise belligerence 
from Saddam Hussein 
this summer, the US has 
been indecisive, inatten­
tive, even pliant.

Glad-handing visits 
to Africa and China 
drew frenzied media 
coverage. But aside

5LSS SHg
delity, 

Americans 

approve 
job performance, 

i.

whom 
objected less for his 
policies or character 
than for his dress sense. 

Sold on politicians by 
their packaging,
Americans no longer 
seem to care what’s 
inside. If it walks like a 
president and talks like 
a president, it’s a presi­
dent.

Clinton’s visit to 
Omagh is decent and 
warranted. His visit may 
prove moving, since this 
is just the sort of cere­
mony at which he 
excels.

Yet to whatever frac­
tional degree he is dis­
tracting the media from 
the Lewinsky debacle, 
or basking in the 
unqualified admiration 
that he can only find 
abroad, Clinton is doing

How will history judge President 

Clinton’s role in the peace process 

and on the wider world stage? 

luthoress LIONEL SHRIVER gives her view from New York

of wide-eyed black chil­
dren, Clinton has 
neglected Africa. The 
most enduring achieve­
ment of his China trip 
was an offended 
Taiwan.

The Good Friday 
Agreement is para­
mount in Northern 
Ireland. But Ulster is 
tangential to US inter­
ests, and the GFA will 
constitute a mere foot­
note to Clinton’s presi­
dency. Besides, the real 
team captains were 
Blair and Ahern, the 
crucial players local 
politicians. Clinton was 
a cheerleader.

On the home front, 
Clinton’s accomplish­

ments are meagre. 
Promised revamping of 
health care and cam­
paign financing are 
dead in the water.

risks he’s taken in office 
so far have been with a 
21-year-old intern.

Behind his high job­
approval rating may lie 
not sophistication but 
venality - horror of 
rocking the boat, a crass 
concern for perpetuat­
ing lucrative returns on 
mutual-fund invest­
ments.

But history demands 
better than a balanced 
cheque book. Unless he 
pulls a rabbit out of a 
hat in the next two 
years, Bill Clinton is 
destined to be remem­
bered not for helping to 
solve the Irish question, 
nor for staying the 
course in an era of eco­
nomic clear sailing, but 
for dragging his coun­
try’s public discourse 
into the gutter.

so pleased no one.
To date the I '__ '

feather in Clinton’s cap 
is America’s vigorous 
economy. But this vitali­
ty may not be to his 
credit, any more than 
this last week’s Wall 
Street meltdown, trig­
gered by Asian and 
Russian recessions, was 
Clinton’s fault. The US 
economy is too complex 
and international to be 
lain solely at a presi­
dent’s door.

At best, Clinton has­
n’t blown it, like an heir 
who can’t be admired 
for earning his fortune, 
but can at least be com­
mended for not fritter­
ing his legacy on sports 

cars.
In Clinton’s defence, 

he’s been hobbled by a 
hostile Congress and 
dogged by the Special 
Prosecutor. But in this 
era of America’s global

^DISPOSAL 
AUCTION

“lying to”) the public
about his sexual infi- Earlier this year

most diplomatic credit for
__ Still defusing the crisis over 
of Clinton’s UN arms inspection 

teams in Iraq went
’ ’ •’/ to UN

this perfo7m^e“diat Secretary-General Kofi 

he stops in Omagh T"

today. Paying respects 
to a grieving, bomb-rav­
aged town is “presiden­
tial” - an adjective 
whose repeated appli­
cation to Clinton beto­
kens America’s modem 
obsession with the cos­
metic. In yesteryear, 

as presidential would 
have sounded self-evi­
dent, even witless.

Yet the mystery of 
Clinton’s job-approval 
ratings is not the fast- 
forward sophistication 
of the American people, 
suddenly willing to 
overlook private indis­
cretion and public dis­
honesty in a politically 
effective president. The 
mystery is that a man 
fortunate enough to 
take the helm during 
fair weather is adulated 
as a brilliant navigator.

Clinton’s foreign pol­
icy has been rudderless. 
By applauding it, 
Americans betray that 
they simply don’t give a 
toss about foreign poli­
cy.

His record on Bosnia 
was dilatory, and even 
after the Dayton
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WILLIAM Jefferson 
Clinton began life as 
William Jefferson Blythe 
IV in Hope, Arkansas, on 
August 19,1946.

His name changed to 
William Jefferson CUnton 
when his mother married 
second husband, car deal­
er Roger Clinton in 1950. 

Despite a troubled 
childhood, the president­
to-be overcame the prob­
lem of an alcoholic stepfa­
ther and emerged as one 
of the country’s brightest 
academic stars.

This is how he rose to 
the highest office in the

Opposed US involve­
ment in Vietnam while 
studying in England and 

■ Yale.
Managed George 

McGovern’s US Presi­
dential campaign in Texas 
in 1972. 

Ran for a seat in US 
Congress in Arkansas in 
1974 and lost. 

Was elected Arkansas 
attorney-general in 1976. 

Became youngest ever 
Governor of Arkansas in 
1978. 

Won every two-yearly 
race for governor until 
1980. Was re-elected in 
1982 and remained in 
office until 1990. 

Nominated 
Massachusetts Governor 
Michael Dukakis in ill- 
fated 1988 Democratic 
Party campaign for 
Presidency. 

Ran for the Democratic 
Presidential nomination in 
1991 and won. 

Defeated the Repub- 
lican incumbent President 
George Bush in 1992.

Was re-elected for a sec­
ond and final term in 1996, 
defeating Republican can­
didate Bob Dole. 

DAN McGINN

bBv ■

FAMILY: William Jef­
ferson Blythe III and 
Virginia Kelly. His mother 
remarried and gave birth 
to half-brother Roger Jnr 
in 1950.
EDUCATION: Hot 
Springs High; Georgetown 
University, Washington 
DC; Oxford University (as 
a Rhodes Scholar); Yale 
University
MARRIED: Hilary 
Rodham Clinton on 
October 11,1975 (first met 
at Yale). 

CHILDREN: Chelsea, 
bom 1981. 
POLITICAL 
PEDIGREE: Began by 
learning speeches of 
Martin Luther King at 
Hot Springs High. 

Attended the White 
House in 1963 as Arkansas 
delegate for the Boys 
Nation where he met 
President John F Kennedy. 

Majored in international 
pohtics at Georgetown.
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DC; Oxford University (as 
a Rhodes Scholar); Yale 
University 

MARRIED: Hilary 
Rodham Clinton on 
October 11,1975 (first met 
at Yale). 

CHILDREN: Chelsea, 
bom 1981. 

POLITICAL 
PEDIGREE: Began by 
learning speeches of 
Martin Luther King at 
Hot Springs High. 

Attended the White 
House in 1963 as Arkansas 
delegate for the Boys 
Nation where he met 
President John F Kennedy. 

Majored in international 
pohtics at Georgetown. 

Opposed US involve­
ment in Vietnam while 
studying in England and 
Yale.

Managed George 
McGovern’s US Presi­
dential campaign in Texas 
in 1972. 

Ran for a seat in US 
Congress in Arkansas in 
1974 and lost. 

Was elected Arkansas 
attorney-general in 1976. 

Became youngest ever 
Governor of Arkansas in 
1978. 

Won every two-yearly 
race for governor until 
1980. Was re-elected in 
1982 and remained in 
office until 1990. 

Nominated 
Massachusetts Governor 
Michael Dukakis in ill- 
fated 1988 Democratic 
Party campaign for 
Presidency. 

Ran for the Democratic 
Presidential nomination in 
1991 and won. 

Defeated the Repub­
lican incumbent President 
George Bush in 1992.

Was re-elected for a sec­
ond and final term in 1996, 
defeating Republican can­
didate Bob Dole.
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WILLIAM Jefferson 
Clinton began life as 
William Jefferson Blythe 
IV in Hope, Arkansas, on 
August 19,1946. 

Ilis name changed to 
William Jefferson Clinton 
when his mother married 
second husband, car deal­
er Roger Clinton in 1950. 

Despite a troubled 
childhood, the president- 
to-be overcame the prob­
lem of an alcoholic stepfa­
ther and emerged as one 
of the country’s brightest 
academic stars. 

This is how he rose to 
the highest office in the 
land.

FAMILY: William Jef­
ferson Blythe III and 
Virginia Kelly. His mother 
remarried and gave birth 
to half-brother Roger Jnr 
in 1950. 
EDUCATION: Hot 
Springs High; Georgetown 
University, Washington
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By Peter McVerry

talks every day 
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postmaster 
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with fraud

Slater was granted 
bail when he appeared
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 BANGOR 

[> Art exhibition and
sale, St Gall’s parish

Thomas John Slater 
(62) of Lineside, Coalis­
land, is accused of com­
mitting the offences 
while postmaster at 
Coalisland in 1996/97.

ivucnaers 
been there 
and seen 
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He pleaded not 
guilty.

pushed one da 
Shankill I

A FORMER Tyrone 
postmaster is to stand 
trial on charges of false

Crying 
turned 
to joy on 
Shankill

MICHAEL Mullan 
talks every day about 
the time he met Bill

Clinton. He even has 
the video to prove the 
doubters wrong.

Then a disabled ------------------
teenager dependent iust looked around 
on a walking aid, and r''* u:- 
Michael was almost guards _ ------- --

group, Ballynafeigh 
Community House, 283 
Ormeau Road, 8pm 
(tel 278181).
> Walkway drop-in, 
Walkwa’ -----
centre, 1 
lOam-noon. 
[> Gamblers Anonymous,
100 Gt Patrick Street, 
8pm.
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and PHAB worker
Julie Lester.

Julie said: “He people give me stick
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Street, llam-12.30pm. 

 NEWT’BBEY

> Carnmoney 
Presbyterian church 
flower show, 7.30pm. 

 OMAGH 

[> Irish cultural festival at 
An Creagan visitor 
centre: Rodhran & 
Bones workshop, 8pm: 
Whistles & Pipes 
workshop, 9pm; 
traditional music 
session, 10pm. 
t> Country Markets, Scout 
& Guide Hall, Campsie 
Road, llam-lpm.

Details for inclusion in 
this column must be 
received in writing three 
days before publication.
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Laganside guided walk, 
meet outside City Hall, 
2pm (finishing 
Waterfront hall). 
[> GROW community 
mental health self help

church, Crawfdrdsbum 
Road, 2-9pm.

 CARRICKFERGUS [> station tours, Railway 

r. ru—n—Museum, 11 am-2pm. 

 GRACEHILL

> Country Markets, 
Moravian church hall,
10.30-11.30am.

 HOLYWOOD 

> Blood donation 
sessions, Queens Hall, 
Sullivan Place, 2- 
4.30pm and 6-8pm. 

 LARNE 

t> Country Markets, 
Tourist Centre, Narrow 
Gauge Road, 10.30am- 
12.30pm.

 MAGHERAFELT 

[> Country Markets, 
Workspace, Rainey

“Then he put his 
Michael’s
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> Narcotics Anonymous. 
84 University Street,

AIDS Helpline, 
telephone 0800 137437, 
9am-10pm. 
[> Senior Citizens Lunch 
Club, noon-2pm, 
Morton Community 
Centre, Lome Street. 

 AUGHER 

l> Blood donation 
sessions, Carmichael 
memorial hall, 2- 
4.30pm and 6-8pm. 

 BALLYCLARE 

t> Blood donation 
sessions, Presbyterian 
church hall, 2.15- 
4.30pm and 6-8pm.

i

 BELFAST 

I> Blood donation 
sessions, NIBTS 
headquarters, BCH 
complex, Lisburn 
Road, 10am-4.45pm. 
t> Enrolment for classes 
at The Crescent, 
10.30am-5pm.
> City centre &

F
The recent poor weather lor hay malting prompted Glenarill farm James McHenry to transport bales Irom Phoenix Park, 
Dublin to meet his needs. Helping him to unload the bales in Antrim are Alistair Reed and Francis O 'Boyle.

• The Quality Assurance Potato Scheme gets underway.
• Pig Specialist Paul Gallagher on the colourful history of the 

Berkshire.
• In the vet's surgery with David McKeown on calf diarrhoea.
• Machinery expert Mike Williams sizes up one of the biggest 

combine harvesters to hit the market.
• Your farmers go surfing.
• Full picture round up of the Virginia Show.

BBS 1

 DERRIAGHY 

> Multiple Sclerosis 
Therapy Centre, Unit 65,
Dunmurry Industrial 
Estate, The Cutts,
10am to 6pm. Tel

t> Friendship Centre, 
Methodist Church 
Halls, Albert Road, 
10am-3pm. 

 COMBER

> Pet dog training. 
Ballyrainey Road, 
7pm.

 COOKSTOWN

> Country Markets, 
Tourist Centre, 
Molesworth Street, 
noon-2pm.
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Michael has fond memories of the day he chatted with throughout 
Bill Clinton on the Shankill. world."

T0
back and 
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catch a glimpse of the Michael. 

President on the 
Shankill Road in hand on __________
1995. shoulder and told him

As Press, security everything would be 
and eager onlookers alright. It was such a 
jostled for position, nice gesture from 
the distressed such a powerful and 
Michael began to busy man.”

cry- For Michael the
Spotting the tears tears have now been 

President Clinton replaced by a sense of 
approached Michael pride 
and PH AR worker , ’ ................

He said: I ll never 
forget that day. Some

asked Michael if he andr they don’t all 

was crying because he believe me. 
wanted to meet him. “But the President 
But we told he was of America came 
crying because he was over and talked to me 
getting pushed one day on the
about. Shankill Road.”
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Clinton will use his 

meetings in Belfast 
and his visit to 
Omagh to urge 
people in Northern 
Ireland to stand firm 
against violence.

“This is a bit rich 

coming from the 
same person who sent 
off 80 cruise missiles 
which killed at least 
25 innocent people in 
Sudan and Afghani­
stan just a wseek 
after the Omagh 
bombing.”

IRSP spokesman 
Paul Little said: 
“Clinton's supposed 
concerns about the 

rights of small nations 
can only be seen in 
the light of the US’s 
continuing refusal to 

recognise the demo­
cratic rights of the 
Cuban people and its 
continuing economic 
embargo is causing 
death and poverty in 

that country.
“We are calling on 

all local politicians to 
refuse to meet Bill 
Clinton.

“The people of 
Ireland should be 
seen clearly to reject 
the politics of 
violence, 
demonisation and 

marginalisation — 
not only in Ireland, 
but in support of the 
rights of small nations 

the

got his body- 
as to move

knocked over by the people 
Press as he tried to leave
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The recent poor weather for hay making prompted Glenarill farm James McHenry to transport bales from Phoenix Park, 
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Belfast 622936.

accounting involving in 
the region of £30,000.
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> Country Markets, Scout
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> Walkway drop-in,
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days before publication. 
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the wall commemo- be too busy work- Happy memory: Violet Clarke of Violet Fruits on Belfast's Shankill Road remembers the day when President Clinton visited her 
.t.. .... jHg .. Shop for apples, oranges and flowers during his last visit in November 1995. Picture by Peter Morrison
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customers in the 
Shankill Road busi­
ness is also 
supplemented by a 
large number of 
curious tourists.

“One of the cab
which will companies must be 
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PROTESTS against 
Bill Clinton’s visit to 
Northern Ireland are 
planned for Belfast 
and Londonderry 
today.

A group calling 
itself the Clinton Pro­
test Committee, 
which opposes the 
American bombing of 
Sudan and Afghani­
stan, will stage 
demonstrations at 
Belfast’s Waterfront 
Hall — where the US 
President is due to 
make a keynote 
speech — and 
Londonderry’s War 
Memorial.

The Irish Repub­
lican Socialist Party 
— political wing of 
the Irish National 

Liberation Army, 
which has called a 
ceasefire — is also to 
hold a protest.

A Clinton Protest 
Committee spokes­
man accused the 
British and Irish 

governments of 
“double standards on 
terrorism”.

He said: "Media 

reports have indica-
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served thousands of
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m her Shankill Road 
fruit and veg shop.

But none more

net of Clementine 
oranges and a bunch 
of mixed flowers for 
wife Hillary.

For Violet, it is a
moment \ r   
live long in her doing tours of the
memory. town for visitors and

She said: “It was they usually pull up
one .u,
we have ever had on 
the Shankill.

“People up here
ill talk about it all

“And bus tours 
slow down as they go 

. r  past so the driver can 
still talk about it all point out the place 
the time. where Bill Clinton

“Sometimes they called in to buy his 
make funny remarks fruit.”

But despite her 
r.d memories, 

but mostly everybody Violet won’t be

“They always ask 
v... .,luISUflJ ^uvcm- me how it felt to meet 
ber 30 1995 — the president of the
William’ Jefferson States- And 1
Clinton, President of tel1 th?m a
the United States of once- in-a- lifetime 

America.
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Sudan and Afghani­
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Belfast’s Waterfront 
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President is due to 
make a keynote 
speech — and 
Londonderry’s War 
Memorial.

The Irish Repub­
lican Socialist Party 

— political wing of 
the Irish National 
Liberation Army, 
which has called a 
ceasefire — is also to 
hold a protest.

A Clinton Protest 
Committee spokes­
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British and Irish 
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Hillary Clinton will

outlive Monica saga
By Gail Walker

O

found her very inspiring and told her 
how glad I was that she had taken

few
I

gathering as of “tremendous
significance”, found the First Lady a

happy when polls are at their highest 
yet for her husband.”

vay from the trip? 
“Not at all. VVom
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Tamnamore, Dungannon 
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Tel: 01868 723376

■

Frank G;
26 Acres f 

Lurgan, C 
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time to include Northern Ireland in 
her itinerary.

“I think, what I noticed from 
meeting her personally, is that she is 
a really strong woman and very self­
assured.”

Ellen McDonough, a US exile now 
living in Connemara, was certain 
Hillary had nothing to fear from the 
fallout from Monica.

“A woman who has been in politics 
as long as Hillary can always be

I

With ah Olympic Stairlift you 
have total access around the 
J=lS?o’iXPSr™ : 

will take you effortlessly up or 
down your stairs.
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Model shown 323 2.01 ZXi 5-door. £17,900. The Mazda superpackaje is available on selecte 
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quotations available upon request Finance offered through MCL Finance Ltd, 77 Mount Ephra 
Superpackage excludes vehicles purchased tax free, via Motability, or by companies running in

“Not at all. Women in Northern 
Ireland are experienced and 
pragmatic about personal relation­
ships.”

—

I
|

‘A wonderful 
woman in her 
own right’

' |

fA ..
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Breidge Gadd, of the Probation 
Board for Northern Ireland, said 
Hillary was a “great female role 
model.”

But she added: “I would have to 
say there are a few things Northern 
Ireland does better than the rest of 
the world.”

Do the Monica revelations take 
away from the trip?

SO, does the Monica Lewinsky 
scandal overshadow this Presi­
dential trip, or doesn’t it?

For the sisterhood, fresh from a 
major women’s conference and loy­
ally closing ranks with Hillary at the 
City Hall last night, it was the 
salacious subject that most felt was 
better left unmentioned.

Mind you, a little gentle 
prompting, and absolutely everyone 
seemed to have quite a lot to say on 
the matter after all.

Forget male bonding. This was 
female bonding par excellence.

Patricia McKeown, of UNISON, 
who described the Vital Voices

There’s good thinking behind tl 
since for a limited period only, i

wonderful woman in her own right 
“who does not stand in the shadow of 
her man.”

As for Lewinskygate? “It just 
shows they are human. 1 think it’s 
the most appalling thing that 
people’s personal difficulties are 
made so public. The media should 
concentrate on other things.

“After all, there’s not a man or 
woman in the world who doesn’t 
have difficulties.

“Hillary Clinton, because of the 
kind of woman she is and the kind 
of job she has done, is perfectly 
capable of taking all this in her 
stride,” she finished, to firm nods of 
approval from her companions.

Belfast SDLP councillor Catherine 
Molloy echoed those sentiments: “I



Hillary Clinton will f 'I
4-

outlive Monica saga
By Gail Walker

SO, does the Monica Lewinsky 
scandal overshadow this Presi-

o

J*’***

her itinerary.
“I think, what I noticed from

ig par excellence. 
cKeown, of L'NI -

plus - select tw

i

An outstanding test drive lies just

i

“for US...
life’s suddenly

7 6 /better!
99

button and an Olympic Stairlift . , \

IFornro.infon^ionpfease.elephone:/

01846 622331
write to us at the address below.

DlMrihuton for

___________

z
o

a:
O-

o 
□z
Q-

C

>

a:
LU
oo

Olympic
LIFTS

stride,” she finished, to firm nods of 
approval from her companions.

age is available on selecte
I and conditions and is ara

dential trip, or doesn’t it? 

For the sisterhood, fresh from a

• Metallic paint
• I4”sportswhe

I

■ ■.

There’s good thinking behind tl 
since for a limited period only, i

^agot..

G' -

L.

Frank G<
26 Acres F 

Lurgan, C 

Tel: Ol 

Coult 
7-11 Scullio 

Newtownabb 
Tel: 01

will take you effortlessly up or ; 
down your stairs. .

4

L?*j

z

the most appalling thing 
people’s personal difficulties 

ide ’ ” ’

‘A wonderful 
woman in her 
own right’

major women’s conference and loy­
ally closing ranks with Hillarv at the
City Hall ' ' - ’*

Central Garage

21 Killyleagh Street, Crossgar 
Downpatrick, County Down 

Tel: 01396 830306 

Saltmarine Mazda 
Tamnamore, Dungannon 

County Tyrone 
Tel: 01868 723376

12 Months

FREE Insurance*

'1

_..rf ____ last night, it was the
salacious subject that most felt was 
better left unmentioned.

Mind you, a little gentle 
prompting, and absolutely everyone 
seemed to have quite a lot to say on 
the matter after all.

Forget male bonding. This was 
female bonding par excellence.

Patricia McKeown, of L'NISON, 
who described the Vital Voices 
gathering as of “tremendous 
significance”, found the First Lady a 
wonderful woman in her own right 
“who does not stand in the shadow of 
her man.”

As for Lewinskygate? “It just 
shows they are human. I think it’s 

that 
r v . are
made so public. The media should 
concentrate on other things.

“After all, there’s not a man or 
woman in the world who doesn’t 
have difficulties.

“Hillary Clinton, because of the 
kind of woman she is and the kind 
of job she has done, is perfectly 
capable of taking all this in her 
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Belfast SDLP councillor Catherine 
Molloy echoed those sentiments: “I 
found her very inspiring and told her 
how glad I was that she had taken 
time to include Northern Ireland in

..
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meeting her personally, is that she is 
a really strong woman and very self- 
assured.”

Ellen McDonough, a US exile now 
living in Connemara, was certain 
Hillary had nothing to fear from the 
fallout from Monica.

“A woman who has been in politics 
as long as Hillary can always be 
happy when polls are at their highest 
yet for her husband.”

Breidge Gadd, of the Probation 
Board for Northern Ireland, said 
Hillary was a “great female role 
model.”

But she added: “I would have to 
say there are a few things Northern 
Ireland does better than the rest of 
the world.”

Do the Monica revelations take 
away from the trip?

“Not at all. Women in Northern 
Ireland are experienced and 
pragmatic about personal relation­
ships.”
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the ‘Vital Voices confer­
ence.

There was on tnnniw-

City Hall to find" out 
details of the visit, said 
the public relations 
officer handing out
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gauge the reaction of 
Mr "Adams to this refer­
ence to his soundbite.

Speaking afterwards. 
t!.e Sinn Pein leader was
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Hillary
says it’s 
great to 
be back

the Sinn . v<. 
in fine fettle.

He had found the 
conference on the ad­
vancement of women 
‘"very, verv import­
ant
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I AM. said a strident 
First Lady, not shy.

The comments were 
not. however, a invita­
tion to any public dis­
cussion of' errant hus­
band Bill's marital mis­
demeanours.

Instead, they were a 
reference to the fact 
that she would seize any 
excuse "I can find to 
come back to Northern 
Ireland."

But what a difference 
a few years makes . . .

November 1995. Oh 
what a night. The Presi­
dent and Hillary outside 
Belfast's City Hall amid 
massive security; tens of 
thousands of well- 
wishers stretched out on 
a cold, starry night as 
far as the eye could see 
to welcome them.

Last night, roughly 
same time, same place, 
yet a radically different
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Ixiuquets left in memory 
of the 28 people 
murdered in the Omagh 
atrocity and. more 
recently.' to mark the 
first anniversary of the 
death of Diana. Princess 
of Wales, hung lan­
guidly on the "ornate 
gates to greet that visi­
tor.

Still, the First Lady, 
her neat blonde bob 
immaculately coiffeured 
as ever and dressed in 
an elegant naw suit, 
was — the low-key 
reception 
notwithstanding — de­
lighted to be back. 
""I feel uplifted and

-

1Ito

cult the ie1"-” 
"I bring 

not only of i 
encouragemei.. ___
of admiration for what 
you are doing puts you 
bn the righ"t side of 
history."

Her words won 
rapturous applause.

The other big burst of 
clapping of the evening 
came when Lord Mayor 
David Alderdice, intro­
ducing the First Lady, 
reiterated Sinn Fein 
leader Gerry Adams' 
comments of the 
previous evening that 
violence must be" "over, 
done with and gone."

Sadly, as the media 
were shepherded onto a 
balcony at the rear of 
the hall to overlook
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Networking: Moira Thompson, Mary Yerrick, Nuala McGillan and Connie
Hughes at the Waterfront Hall conference yesterday.
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The Belfast Telegraph Is continuing its search for Ulster's Millennium Bride. 
Our free competition, In association with Belfast Castle, offers a superb prize 

package worth almost £20,000.
Our lucky Millennium Bride will be flown to Waterford by private plane to personally 

select Waterford Crystal, linen and china to the value of £2,000.
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O’Neill were among 400 J

Complementing Waterford’s crystal and china is an 
exciting new range of fine tablecloths, place mats, 
table runners and napkins which are made of the 

finest fabrications of linen, cotton sateen and damask 
in an array of colours for both traditional and 

contemporary lifestyles.
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And just 9% of the to add her voice to the '

Belfast Telegraph Millennium Bride Competition, PO Box
2222, Belfast, BT1 1BT The dosing date for the competition 
is 30 September, 1998.

II '<

I

>3

Ii

•
ciiuc. ivis IV1Cwilliams, £
Ms Sagar and Ms • 
O’Nmll amnna zllYl *

p’-vY:'

ia

agar was siressea me wor
Clinton growing impatu-------  . --------

She added: "I out it in Ihe h'SIIJnc conflict be- Vital Voices —-

r

? 1

\ f

----- ----------------------UmtastiC^le^H—'i | '
\ 9-/: *

Performed by a cast of five in a two-hour if 1

fl

B R 1 D E

r

I ■

TO tne —wmte - ------- roO-expect-nhcse ' boding exercise.”
House that day in be- people to be like card- A: 
tween meetings with board cutouts and speak quizzed them further son
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How to Enter
Simpty write and tel! us-In 200 words or less-why you should be 
selected as the Belfast Telegraph's Millennium Bride. Send your 
entry, together with a full length and close up photograph 
(reasonable quality amateur snaps wil do). Your name. age. 
occupation and daytime telephone number to. '

<"0

Simply quote your Home Delivery Club Membership Number: 
Box Office: 01232 316900
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WATERFORb
For over 200 years the Waterford name has been 

synonymous with quality and style. World famous 
for its beautiful crystal, Waterford has now extended 
its range of products to include Waterford Fine China 

and exquisite Waterford Linens.

The Rules
The wiminQ couple mist be aged 18yeara or aver onJanucry 1,2000. 
Neither party wi have been monied before. Ibe couple must be engaged 
to be mcrried when they enter the competition. Iheweddhg must tai® 
place on January 1.2000. In the event that the wedding Is cafed oft for any 
rpason. the prize wil be forfeited and the couple judged to come seccnd 
w« be declared the whners. lhe winning couple must pcrtdpate In any 
pubfcity organised by the Belfast Tetegraph. lhe maximuni number of 
guests at the reception wil be 130, Including bride and bridegroom. The 
maxrnrn number of bridesmaids wS be two. No dtemattve prize such as 
cash wi be offered.lhe prize Snot transferable. Belfast felegroph 
Newspapers limited wi hold ful publication rights to any and all 
photographs or videos taken by our designated photographers at the 
wedding, lhe Editor's decfcton is final in all matters relattng to the 
competition and no correspondence w« be entered Into. Employees and 
Ihet Immedfate families of Belfast Tetegraph Newspapers limited and 
participating companies are not elgibte to enter.
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US officials Alyse Nelson and Joanne Wagner listen intently at the Vi 
conference. Hillary Clinton was set to make the keynote address today.
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mtatives.

lm.. nuu.u u>w - i____________________ came t0 know the
Women’s Coalition many O'Neill asking if Coalition through 
negotiators for 15 she would meet the two mutual acquaintances, 
minutes at 4pm sharp. ---------
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Washington when Mrs land and didn’t see 
Clinton emerged from everything as a black 
k— an(j w|yte jssue "

Mrs Clinton was even 
aware of the abuse the 
Coalition had endured 
during the lifespan of 
the Northern Ireland 
Forum, where the 
women were told to sit 
down and shut up — 
and stick to knitting.

Ms McWilliams snot-

Jk '■B‘1

“As a feminist,” said Ms McWilliams told 
Ms McWilliams, "I was the First Lady: 
concerned not to fall
into this trap that the 
only thing
talk about was kids.”

sign of the fledgling
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J

her office with the 
Secretary of State Mo 
Mowlam.

They exchanged 
'easantries before Mrs

talk abouF was kids.” development' and 
_ women’s riohtc — »•—1

TiDRn

Clinton had 
already travelled to Bel­
fast twice since 1995, 
once with her husband ,   
and a second time to Clinton welcomed them 
deliver the Joyce to her office.
\kCirt3.-. lec- They sat on a pat-
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Hillary adds her voice

:!.e “We are saying ‘no’, 
women could The two — political 

development ar,d

and Pearl Sagar 
arrived at the \,.„w 
House.

A telephone call that 
morning had confirmed Women’s Coalition 

ton \

iiicioug iciniiuai, 
* she had refused the 

— traditional role reserved 
for the First Lady — 
hosting teas, redecorat­
ing the White House 
and promoting safe 
issues.

Like her husband, she 
was keenly interested in 
the ongoing political 
talks at Stormont and 
was kept informed via 
the National Security 
Council (which often 
had the minutes of the 
talks even before the 
delegates.)
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involved their children have a voice on 20-plus! 
in politics. Both influential government-' 
explained they had been backed
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Patrick’s Day in First Lady Hillary Clinton was keep- 
Washington when ing a promise to Belfast women 
Monica McWilliams when she visited today. MARTINA 
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Mrs Clinton was even 
aware of the abuse the 
Coalition had endured 
during the lifespan of 
the Northern Ireland 
Forum, where the 
women were told to sit 
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i mutual acquaintances, 
i and made it her busi­

ness to help out. 
“A force to be 

reckoned with,” was 
how Ms Sagar described 
her.

Mrs Clinton readily 
agreed to the meeting.

A lifelong feminist, 
' she had refused the 

— traditional role reserved 
for the First Lady — 
hosting teas, redecorat­
ing the White House 
and promoting safe 
issues.

Like her husband, she 
was keenly interested in 
the ongoing political 
talks at Stormont and 
was kept informed via 
the National Security 
Council (which often 
had the minutes of the 
talks even before the 
delegates.)

Mrs Clinton had 
already travelled to Bel­
fast twice since 1995, 
once with her husband 
and a second time to 
deliver the Joyce 
McCartan memorial lec­
ture at the University of 
Jordanstown.

In her speech, she 
had singlea out the

arrived at the 
House.

A telephone call that
morning had confirmed Women’s Coalition 
First Lady Hillary Clin- when she received a 
ton would meet the two telephone from Rose- 
Women’s Coalition mary O’Neill asking if 
negotiators for 15 she would meet the two 
minutes at 4pm sharp. Women’s Coalition 

The. meeting was a representatives, 
sign of the fledgling
Coalition’s growing in­
fluence in politics
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conference. Hillary Clinton was set to make the keynote address today.

Washington when Mrs

her office with the 
Secretary of State Mo 
Mowlam.

They exchanged 
pleasantries before Mrs 
Clinton welcomed them 
to her office.

They sat on a pat­
terned sofa while the 
First Lady took the 
armchair. Her assistant, 
Melanne

_________ ____ _ Ireland.

“As a feminist,” said Ms McWilliams told • 
Ms McWilliams, “I was the First Lady: 
concerned not to fall
into this trap that the

talk about was kids.”
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During the province’s 
immest hours women 
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inquisitive reporters 
interested in finding out 
if Mrs Clinton would be

goals.” she said.
Mrs Clinton added:

, : must have . 
access to the tools of enemies of peace.

■ c

  .  ’typing o
gether. Mrs Clinton ac- calling, without 
knowledged. violence.”

Philip Lader. US Con­
sul General for North­
ern Ireland Ki Fort, 
Northern Ireland Office 
minister Paul Murphy 

J - ‘ ‘ ■ fexecu-
J lomas.

Passengers in nearby 
departure lounges 
mingled with staff eager 
to catch a glimpse of the 
First Lady and her en­
tourage as armed 
security personnel 
maintained a rooftop

Ireland can play like 
children should ... with­
out respect to religion 
or politics, without 
stereotyping or name 

fear or

Mrs __ £
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prep,” the polite but 
firm White House infor­
mation officer informed 
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“So the real chal­
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starts as we leave. How 
will each of us work to 
fulfill the promise of 
peace?

"That, of course, will 
be up to the men and
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troubles.

She was speaking 
after a warm reception 
at the Vital Voices* 
conference at the 
Waterfront Hall yester­
day.

An audience of politi­
cians, civil servants and 
women and children 
from a wide spectrum of 
society heard Mrs Clin­
ton speak of the 
courage of women in 
the face of almost 30 
years of violence. 

She also told an audi­
ence — which included 
Sinn Fein's Gerry 
Adams and Martin 
McGuinness and the 
UDP's Gary McMichael 
— there was an onus on 
everyone in society to 
translate the hopes for 
peace into practical 
economic and social 
action.

"The hopes for peace 
will have to be transla­
ted into the hard work 1 
of practical action and 
political compromise, 
not only in the 
* 1 ‘ /. but in every

Ta 
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v
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America's First Lady Hillary Clinton arrives at Belfast 
International Airport to begin her visit to the 
province. Picture by Mervyn Dowling
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• At least 12 Ameri­
can presidents have 
claimed to be descended 
from Ulster Scots stock, 
including President 
Nixon. Ronald Reagan. 
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• Inconclusive 
parish records and holes 
in the Clinton geneal­
ogy. however, make 
nroof of the President s 
Jreen and Orange 
descent difficult. He is
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to meet 
'his' 
people

• Bill Clinton can 
 symbolically claim a

mixed ancestry across 
the province's Protes­
tant and Catholic sectar­
ian divide.

Antecedants of his 
mother, whose family 
name was Cassidy, were 
Catholics from 
Fermanagh while his 
father's family name of 
Blyth can be traced 
back to Ulster Scots 
roots.

• The  
used his first visit to 
deliver a stinging 
condemnation of the 
province's gunmen. He 
told them: "You are the 
past, your day is 
over."
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Glass act: US First Lady Hillary Clinton dons sunglasses on a visit to Lagan 
Meadows today.
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PRESIDENT Clinton 
arrives today to con­
tinue his crusade for 
peace in Ulster and 
rekindle another 
special relationship 
—with its people.

• The most powerful 
man in the world was 
given a tumultuous wel­
come by hundreds of 
thousands who lined the 
streets during his first 
visit in November 1995.
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Rapturous 
welcome for 
First Lady

I

I I

provide her with a note.
Ms Hughes was among 

the speakers who were only

Hilary Clin-
2000-strong

guests who packed the 
Waterfront Hall.

I got 
y ------------ Mrs

Clinton when she expressed 
relief she hadn’t been given 
.u. ..... -x ...

speaker.

“I’D chuck him out," said 
the freshfaced teenager 
when asked what she would 
do if she were Bill Clinton’s 
wife.

While views on her hus­
band were mixed, there 
seemed to be nothing but 
sympathy for Hillai 
ton from the 2Z'Z'

as well, Mrs Clinton, be­
cause 1 had to be al school 
today.”

The First Lady assured 
Fiona that there were 
around a “a thousand of 
us” who would be glad to

lined at the thought of it.
Inez McCormack, vice- 

president of the 1CTU, 
braved the audience and 

a wry chuckle out of 1

As she stej 
stage, I...- 
a slee’ 
gold jewellery, 
of three standir

taking part in a cross- 
communit] - - - 
ington ano

“Bill owes her a lot and 
she's got him over a bar­
rel,” said the woman. “He 
needs her now more than 
ever — she can crack the 
whip now!”

Hillary was all charm and 
smiles however for the Bel­
fast audience. They lapped 
up her response to 17-year- 
old Fiona Hughes from Bell-

who introduced the 
Lady.

Ms Hughes, a sixthformer 
turned to the First Lady, 
and announced to a de­
lighted audience: “I had to 
use your name to advantage

she saw,

As she stepped onto the
Mrs Clinton, wearing 

u Jeek navy suit, chunky 

” “ , won the first
v. b...ww o.u>.Jing ovations.

One delegate mused that 
Hillary was now more 
powerful than ever follow­
ing the painful episode with 
Monica Lewinsky.

he came,

Secretary of State Me 
Mowlam was supposed to 
introduce the First Lady 
but was delayed at 
minster.

Mrs Clinton paid tribute 
to the first woman Secretary 
of State, who was her host 
at Hillsborough. Referring 
to a reception Dr Mowlam 
had held the previous nigh! 
for the delegates, she said 
she had reports of Di 
Mowlam’s “skills as a party 
hostess and dancer par ex­
cellence. ”

The lighthearted mood 
turned sombre at times —- 
particularly as Mrs Clinton
spoke of Janette Rooney, an 
Omagh teenager who was 
taking part in a cross­
community project in Wash­
ington and watched the tele­
vision coverage of the bomb 
in horror when she saw her 
friends injured.

One of her best friends 
was killed in the blast.

Mrs Clinton closed with a
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turned to the First Lady, 
and announced to a de­
lighted audience: “I had to 
use your name to advantage 
as well, Mrs Clinton, be­
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today.”

The First Lady assured 
Fiona that there were 
around a “a thousand of 
us” who would be glad to 
provide her with a note.
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the speakers who were only
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deterred by a vicious 
minority.
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LAST Tuesday, during 
my visit to Northern Ire­
land in advance of Presi­
dent Clinton’s, I walked 
the streets of the beautiful 
Cathedral City of Armagh 
and met men and women 
whose courage and dedi­
cation to peace helped 
make the Good Friday 
Agreement possible.
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majority of people Whitman’s line , “peace is 
throughout the island of always beautiful”. 
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participants to implement Armagh 
it in its entirety. President

As George *'
Shaw reminds us, how- < 
ever, peace is infinitely 
more arduous than con- ing. 
flict. Difficult challenges As the tragedy in 
remain. Thus, a central Omagk --—
theme of the President’s us, L.c pnuan, ucucaic 
visit will be to show that, work of reconciliation is 
just as the United States needed. In Armagh, the 
stood with those who took President will articulate 
risks for peace, my the American peoples 
country will remain commitment to walk 
deeply engaged in sup- down that road with the 
porting the peace process people of Northern Ire- 
and economic develop- land.
ment in Northern Ire- Every state and county 
land. in America owes much to

The President will also those who came from this 
travel to Omagh to con- island and who built a new 
vey the American nation. In turn, today we 
people’s sympathy to vic- Americans are committed 
tims of the horrific attack, to helping the people of 
He will bear witness to Northern Ireland secure
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Mr Morrison — 

who has a reputation 
as a key figure on 
Northern Ireland 
affairs — said he did 

not expect
decommissioning to 
occur “in a matter of 
days or weeks.”

“But I think in the 
months leading up to 
the two-year time­
table things will hap-
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statement that Gerry 
Adams made is not 
consistent with long­
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Prime Minister Tony Blair waits alone for the President to arrive at Stormont as Secretary of in Northern Ire-
[ State Mo Mowlam takes a last glance backwards before entering the building. Picture by Rick Hewitt land.
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mple welcome for a friend and President Morrison
tells of 
US and 
Sinn Fein 
contacts

■. ■'

AMERICAN 
officials had extensive 
discussions with Sinn 
Fein before the 
party’s statements on 
violence and
decommissioning, US 
Congressman Bruce 
Morrison said today. 

“There have been 
on going contacts be­
tween Sinn Fein and 
the White House all 
summer and
definitely contacts 
leading up to the visit 
and what contacts 
there would be dur­
ing the visit,” he

Mr Morrison told 
Radio 4 that the 
situation for Mr 
Clinton’s visit was “a 
good deal more re­
laxed” now than on 
his inaugural trip 
three years ago.

Referring to the 
President’s visit to 
Springvale, in the 
West Belfast consti­
tuency of Gerry 
Adams, he said:

“I think a hand­
shake would not be 
unnatural, having 
occurred many times 
in the past.”

Mr Morrison said 
that, after a summer 
of tragedy in North­
ern Ireland, there 
had been a stiffening 
of resolve to keep 
faith with the peace 

process.
th#* Pr#*ciH#»nt“So, the President 

is blessing that — if 
that’s the word — 
and encouraging and 
rewarding that drive 
for a new arrange­
ment for the people 
in Northern Ireland. 

“I think it’s very 
important but, cer­
tainly, it doesn’t dis­
place the hard work
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affairs — said he did 

not expect
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there would be dur­
ing the visit,” he 
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Mr Morrison told 
Radio 4 that the 
situation for Mr 
Clinton’s visit was “a 

deal more re­
now than on 

his inaugural trip 
three years ago.

Referring to the 
President’s visit to 
Springvale, in the 
West Belfast consti­
tuency of Gerry 
Adams, he said:

“I think a hand­
shake would not be 
unnatural, having 
occurred many times 
in the past.”

Mr Morrison said 
that, after a summer 
of tragedy in North­
ern Ireland, there 
had been a stiffening 
of resolve to keep 
faith with the peace 

process.
“So, the President 
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and encouraging and 
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ment for the people 
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By Nigel Gould
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nealth ser-

prise trip to the Royal 
Victoria Hospital.

The visit was not part of 
Mrs Clinton’s official
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itinerary — and no media 
were invited.T

President 
talks of 
relatives 
and survivors

tion of the work they like 
many other medical staff 
across the province had 
done.

The visit was arranged by 
PlayBoard — the lead 
agency for children’s play in 
Northern Ireland.

explosion.
lie is also due to receive 

a letter from Omagh

Chamber of Commerce 
president Michael Gaine 
urging him to encourage US

I

wreath at the High Street 
shops which lost staff in the

THE First Lady visited 
some of the Omagh bomb 
victims today during a sur-

She chatted to both blast 
victims and their families 
during a 45-minute visit.

A Royal spokeswoman 
said: “She also spoke to 
staff who had helped in the 
aftermath of the blast.

PRESIDENT Clinton’s arrival 
at the Waterfront was marked 
by two separate protests.

A dozen protesters from the 
Socialist Workers Party held 
placards denouncing the Presi­
dent for the recent bombings 
in Sudan and Afghanistan.

A spokesman said: “Bill 
Clinton and Tony Blair are 
hypocrites. A week after the 
bombing in Omagh, Bill Clin­
ton broke all the UN resolu­
tions and killed 26 people.’’

On the other side of the 
street another dozen people 
from the recently-formed 
Justice For Protestants group 
protested against the visit.

DUP councillor Jack McKee 
said that it was time Mr 
Clinton recognised there are 
two communities in Northern 
Ireland.

He said: “Mr Clinton has 
warmed himself to the repub­
lican identity but he has to 
remember that there are more 
than just republicans in the 
province.”

a 
memorial plaque at Market 
Street near the scene of the 
blast.

The President is planning 
to meet members of the 
emergency services who 
battled to save lives after 
the 5001b blast, which also 
injured 220 people on 
August 15, ana to lay a

“They really appreciated 
the visit.

business leaders to consider 
the town as a possible 
investment location.

Speaking last night at the 
Vital Voices ‘Women in 
Democracy’ conference,

“She was 
interested in our 
vice and spoke to both our 
chief executive and chair­
man about the health 
service’s overall structure.”Mrs Clinton, accom­

panied by Cherie Blair, 
toured the hospital's acci­
dent and emergency wing 
and the burns unit.

Mrs Clinton said she and 

to
. v t0

those murdered by the 
enemies of peace”.

She continued: “They 
were mostly women and 
children. Catholic and Prot­
estant, unionist and nation­
alist, young and old. They 

people simply living

The First Lady travelled 
to the Royal after an hour- 
long visit to Lagan Meadows 
in the Stranmillis area of 
Belfast where she met both 
Protestant and Catholic pri­
mary schoolchildren.

By Rosie Cowan

PRESIDENT Clinton was 
expected to meet with 
relatives of the Omagh dead 
today when he visited the 
bomb-struck town.

Ihe President, accom­
panied by First Lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, Prime 
Minister Tony Blair and his 
wife Cherie, were due in the 
Tyrone town by helicopter 
this afternoon.

The Presidential party 
was due to be met by 
council chief executive John 
McKinney who is to take 
them to talk to a large 
number of relatives of the 
28 victims and survivors of 
last month’s bomb at 
Omagh leisure centre. 

They are then due to 
to the town centre where

Double
protest

down at 
Waterfront

were j 
their lives."

The presidential party will 
then fly on by hebcopter to 
Armagh.
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PRESIDENT Clinton was 
expected to meet with 
relatives of the Omagh dead 
today when he visited the 
bomb-struck town.

Mrs Clinton, accom­
panied by Cherie Blair, 
toured the hospital’s acci­
dent and emergency wing 
and the bums unit.

She chatted to both blast 
victims and their families 
during a 45-minute visit.

Clinton is to unveil 
memorial plaque at Market 
Street near the scene of the 
blast.

The President is planning 
to meet members of the 
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_______ save lives after 
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August 15, ano to lay a 
wreath at the High Street 
' which lost staff in the

Minister Tony Blair and his 
wife Cherie, were due in the 
Tyrone town by helicopter 
this afternoon.

The Presidential | 
was due to be met 
council chief executive John 
McKinney who is to take

PRESIDENT Clinton’s arrival 
at the Waterfront was marked 
by two separate protests.

A dozen protesters from the 
Socialist Workers Party held 
placards denouncing the Presi­
dent for the recent bombings 
in Sudan and Afghanistan.

A spokesman said: “Bill 
Clinton and Tony Blair are 
hypocrites. A week after the 
bombing in Omagh, Bill Clin­
ton broke all the UN resolu­
tions and killed 26 people.”

On the other side of the 
street another dozen people 
from the recently-formed 
Justice For Protestants group 
protested against the visit.

DUP councillor Jack McKee 
said that it was time Mr 
Clinton recognised there are 
two communities in Northern 
Ireland.

He said: “Mr Clinton has 
warmed himself to the repub­
lican identity but he has to 
remember that there are more 
than just republicans in the 
province.”

The First Lady travelled 
to the Royal after an hour- 
long visit to Lagan Meadows 
in the Stranmillis area of 
Belfast where she met both 
Protestant and Catholic pri­
mary schoolchildren.
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THE First Lady visited 
some of the Omagh bomb 
victims today during a sur-

“She was 
interested in our 
vice and spoke to both our 
chief executive and chair­
man about the health 
service’s overall structure.”

Double 
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Waterfront

said: t
staff who had helped in the 
aftermath of the blast.

“They felt it was recogni 
tion of the work they like 
many other medical staff 
across the province had 
done.

Chamber of Commerce 
president Michael Gaine 
urging him to encourage US 
business leaders to consider 
the town as a possible 
investment location.

Vital Voices ........................
Democracy’ conference, 
Mrs Clinton said she and 
her husband were going to 
Omagh to “pay tribute to 
those murdered by the 
enemies of peace”.

She continued: “They 
were mostly women and 
children, Catholic and Prot­
estant, unionist and nation­
alist, young and old. They 
were p - ' v ’
their lives.”

The presidential party will 
then fly on by helicopter to 
Armagh.
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further assistance if Kussians are lintng up at fte
Russia stays with the daily to get their ®
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Marking his first week, parliament re- J™.52 “ attendance
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ENDING a two-day 
summit before 
climbing aboard his 
plane for Belfast, the 
President assured 
Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin that he 
could count on new 
offers of economic 
aid if Russia re­
mained committed to 
free-market reforms.

.pie answer is to uo WIIill we r
finish the job that has prime minister and and then
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Zyuganov and Alex- f 
ander Lebed, the hard­

speaking fine former general
Moscow’s from Siberia, to Grigory

venture on the world jected 
stage since acknowledg- nomination, 

a
young White House While 
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-------1 Yeltsin and his differences with Wash- 1V<MV1 Ml _ 

over Nato and liberal Yabloko bloc, 
security issues, _p^
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On the Waterfront: President Clinton, flanked by Lord 
Mayor David Alderdice, arrives at the Waterfront Hall 
in Belfast.

Don’t stop work on 
reforms Yeltsin told
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Yeltsin said his country 
was determined to 
“conclude our reforms” 
and recognised that, in 
the end, it was up to 
Russia itself to make 
the right decisions. 

“What we need from 
the United States is ; 
political support to the 
effect that the United 

------ -H1 States is in favour of 
smee August 23 reforms in Russia,” 

when Yeltsin fired Yeltsin said. "Tius is 
Sergei Kiriycnko as what we really need 
nr.m. m.n.cl.r ...I --u a'n------- --- ----- ---- pnuiv 
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On the Waterfront: President Clinton, flanked by Lord 
Mayor David Alderdice, arrives at the Waterfront Hall 
in Belfast.

Russian parliament, and 
regional leaders at the 
residence of US ambas­
sador James Collins.
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Yeltsin said his country 
was determined to 
“conclude our reforms” 
and recognised that, in 
the end, it was up to 
Russia itself to make 
the right decisions. 

“What we need from 
the United States is 
political support to the 
effect that the United 

in States is in favour of

I

President assured 
Russian President 
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post Russian reformed 

years, as acting market will do so.”
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dozen members of the
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Local schoolchildren were 
also to give a number of 
readings.

Among those handpicked to
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Stormont approach: The Presidential cavacade passes the statue of Lord 
Carson on its way to Parliment Buildings at Stormont.
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sides have been hurt and both 
sides have to forgive.”

White House officials said 
that although it was hard to 
predict how many people 
would turn up, they were 
confident they could 
accommodate the crowd.

Anyone seeking up-to-date 
traffic information should call 

:ial hotline on 01861-

Everyone 
invited to 
Gathering 
for Peace 

the city's historic Mall. 
Mayor of Armagh Robert 

Turner has issued an open 
invitation for people from 
across the province to come to 
Armagh to express their 
desire for peace.

He said: “It is with hope for 
the future that we invite all 
the people of Northern Ire­
land to join us in this historic 
Gathering for Peace.”

The public will be able to

greet the President as he 
arrives by helicopter from 
Omagh was Ready teenager 
Sharon Haughey.

Sharon, a student at Our 
Lady’s Grammar School in 
Newry, wrote to Mr Clinton 
before his last visit to the 
province.

He was so impressed he 
read her letter to the crowd at

I ■
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the Armagh Girl Singers, 

lagh OM Boys Silver
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Mr Clinton was ex, ‘ ’

address the crowc 
after 7.30pm.

He was then due to have a 
brief meeting with the leaders 
of the four main Churches 
before flying to Dublin.

The programme of events 
planned for the rally includes 
musical reflection and a per­
formance from a local cross­
community choir.

International singing star 
Mary Black was due to per­
form for the crowd, along 
with tk-* A------ u -------
Armat.. 
Band, 
traditional 
Combined 
Band.

get into the Mall from 5pm 
and anyone planning to go has 
u irged---------- ----------------

ible.

THOUSANDS of people 
were expected to pack into 
the centre of Armagh 
today to welcome Presi­
dent Bill Clinton.

Armagh was chosen as the 
venue for the President’s only 
public address because of its 
position as the ecclesiastical 
capital of Ireland.

Mr Clinton was expected to 
evoke Armagh as a symbol of 
the reconciliation and spiritual 
renewal necessary to ensure 
peace in the province.

Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
First Minister Designate 
David Trimble and Deputy 
First Minister Designate 
Seamus Mallon were expected 
to join Mr Clinton and his 
wife Hillary on the platform in

Open house at 
Armagh for Bill

fit
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Mary Black was due to per­
form for the crowd, along 
with the Armagh Girl Singers, 
Armagh Old Boys Silver

Belfast City Hall, quoting 
Sharon's view that “both 
sides have been hurt and both 
sides have to forgive.”

White House officials said 
that although it was hard to

Everyone 
invited to 
Gathering 
for Peace 

the city’s historic Mall.
Mayor of Armagh Robert 

Turner has issued an open 
invitation for people from 
across the province to come to 
Armagh to express their 
desire for peace.

He said: “It is with hope for 
the future that we invite all 
the people of Northern Ire­
land to join us in this historic 
Gathering for Peace.”

The public will be able to 
get into the Mall from 5pm 
and anyone planning to go nas 
been urged to arrive as soon 
as possible.

THOUSANDS of people 
were expected to pack into 

the centre of Armagh 
today to welcome Presi­
dent Bill Clinton.

Armagh was chosen as the 
venue for the President’s only 
public address because of its 
position as the ecclesiastical 
capital of Ireland.

Mr Clinton was expected to 
evoke Armagh as a symbol of 
the reconciliation and spiritual 
renewal necessary to ensure 
peace in the province.

Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
First Minister Designate 
David Trimble and Deputy 
First Minister Designate 
Seamus Mallon were expected 
to join Mr Clinton and his 
wife Hillary on the platform in

Mr Clinton was expected to 
address the crowd shortly 
after 7.30pm.

He was then due to have a 
brief meeting with the leaders 
of the four main Churches 
before flying to Dublin.

The programme of events 
planned for the rally includes 
musical reflection and a per­
formance from a local cross­
community choir.

International singing star
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mental haven for children to 
play with a series of natural 
elements such as a waterfall or 
river and animal life.
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meeting as an ideal example. 
Antoinette McKeown,

The Play Spa< 
aims to provide

First Lady Hillary Clinton signs autographs for children during a visit to 
Lagan Meadows in Belfast today.

children during a visit to 
Lagan Meadows in Belfast, 
organised by the charity 
Play Board.

The children were aged

help for 

childrenb 11
First Lady was demonstrating 
her support for the charity.

“Undoubtedly, children are 
the most adversely affected 
victims of the Troubles in 
Northern Ireland.

“We must not forget that

PlayBoard’s chief executive, 
said she was delighted that the 

de ■

three generations of children private 
have been exposed to victoria II.
traumatic acts of political and later today, 
sectarian violence within their It is understood that Mrs 
communities. Clinton wanted to visit the

“Children represent our Omagh bomb victims.

I

I

between nine and ten and 
were P6 pupils of neighbour- 

■ ing Stranmillis and St Bride’s 
Primary Schools.

During her hour-long visit 
Mrs Clinton revealed a new 
partnership between 
PlayBoard and KABOOMl, 
an American community 

. development organisation.
In her speech the First Lady 

said that KABOOM! would 
help PlayBoard to get the 
equipment it needed for a 
unique environmental play 
area exclusively for children, 

ice initiative 
an environ-

future and play has a crucial 
role in the healing process.”

For more than an hour 
before the visit police using 
metal detectors carried out an 
extensive security sweep of 
the area.

A team of presidential 
security personnel also accom­
panied the entourage.

Mrs Clinton and Mrs Blair 
were expected to make a 
orivate visit to the Royal 

Hospital in Belfast

By Nigel Gould___________

PROTESTANT and 
Catholic primary school 
children together released 
100 white peace balloons 
after meetinr — 
America’s I 
today.

Hillary Clinton, accom-
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By Dan McGinn

IT was the enduring image

her family over the past two- 
and-a-half years.
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and got on living the kind of life 
all children try to lead."
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William McCarter: 
Further funding

“Meeting Bill and Hillary 
Clinton was fantastic but 
meeting Ronan Keating was my 
bieuest thrill. Whv? Because

B
K'.y

he looked forward to 
ening the economic ties 
i the province and the 
States, with Northern 

acting as a “gateway to

I

chat as David Trimble 
pointed out a few not-

the other American 
media, for those who 
/'rtl 11'1t rt* mom r

holds true today. We want the 
peace to last.”

The Clintons were so moved 
with Catherine’s account of her 
father Patrick’s death at the 
hands of the UFF in 1987, that 
they remained in contact with

around 1,500 third level uni­
laces with a further 

educational
in the first

peace to thrive.”

The £71.7m Springvale

• an Applii
Centre which

y to you and your fellow 
fmen today, as the leader 
them Ireland, visit here 
: will welcome you. Invest 
ind we will work with

But while Catherine is im­
pressed by her meetings with 
the Clintons, they take second 
place to one thing — meeting 
Boyzone.

4 of the 1995 Clinton visit — a
/creating the conditions for Catholic schoolgirl hand in 

” Jvinrl with a Prntutt'int

Catherine Hamill, who met President Clinton in 1995 and has visited the 
White House, goes back to school at St Louise's Comprehensive on the Falls 
Road, Belfast. She was also due to be at the Waterfront today.

Picture: Robert Ingram.

dealt with the whole situation. 
“Since then, there’s been an 

awful lot of media attention 
from Northern Ireland, the 
Republic, Britain, other parts 
of Europe and the United States 
but she’s handled it really well

as speech, Belfast’s Lord 
David Alderdice ap- 

d President Clinton for 
ing to the city and dedicat- 
nself to the cause of peace 
rthem Ireland.

,i

\ersit\
l,50( 
opportunities
phase.

Council cleaners had 
ensured Stormont was 
looking its best for the 
President’s visit.

Even the sun decided 
to make a watery 
appearance to add to 
the dav’s event.

■ at c..x>
Queen’s Bridge

Lm

ngs with 
shepherded 

narrow holding bays, 
one marked UK-Euro,

-7.^.
■ .

By Frances

McDonnell

IT could have been 
just any other stop 
for the driver of the

ind the continued involve- 
jt of your fellow Americans 

with our highly quali- 
skilled workforce, 

------- and builds on the 
ting economic reputation of 
[them Ireland.”

st

* •
Pl.

four motorbike riders, 
he swept up to the 
entrance of Parliament 
Buildings in his limo 
and waited just a few

; Alderdice also welcomed 
rican economic investment 
irged continued support, 
he slow path towards peace 
rengthened by a measured 
ase in prosperity. Peace and 
verity — the two go hand in

able landmarks to Mr 
Clinton.

The President was 
smiling and relaxed and 
waved intermittently to 
the waiting media and

couldn’t remember who 
they were.

When President Clin­
ton finally arrived with 
his impressive entou­
rage of 15 cars, led by

______ 1

^^fhe United States continues 
our main foreign investor

White House and meeting the 
Clintons again and I’m looking 
forward to seeing them again at 
the Waterfront.”

Catherine’s mum Laura is 
amazed by the way her daugh­
ter has handled all the atten­
tion.

“Catherine was a wee bit shy 
when she was eight and I have 
to admit, I couldn’t believe it 
that day in Mackies how she

Catherine Hamill and David 
Sterrit stole the show when the 
President visited Mackies on 
November 30, 1995.

The children’s account of 
how the Troubles affected them 
not only touched the President 
and the First Lady but the rest 
of the world.

Catherine and David became 
symbols of the new Northern 
Ireland the President was trying 
to promote — a society devoid 
of sectarianism, comfortable 
with cultural diversity, wedded 
to the future and not the past.

On the eve of the President’s 
second visit to Northern Ire­
land, those ideals are still dear 
to Catherine’s heart.

“The message David and 1 
brought to Mackies that dav

today.

Last minute prepara­
tions may have been 
under way for the immi­
nent arrival of one of 
the world’s most power­
ful leaders, but as far as 
the Citybus driver was 
concerned he wasn’t 
waiting.

Oblivious to the 
hoards of media 
swarming around and 
the extra large security 
presence, the Citybus 
driver stopped briefly, 
looked around and then 
drove on as if President 
Clinton’s visit was the 
last thing on his mind.

Hectic last minute 
sweeps by Belfast City

appearance to 
the day’s event. 

Security was tight 
around Parliament 
Buildii 
media

oroat

ings and then the arrival 
of First Minister David 
Trimble and his deputy 
Seamus Mallon really 
got the Stormont show 
on the road.

The four men nimbly 
executed the steps to 
the Parliament Build­
ings door and then there 
was time for just a brief

Since appearing with Presi­
dent Clinton at Mackies, she 
has received letters and 
Christmas cards from the Clin­
tons and visited them at the 
White House in 1995 where she 
switched on the Christmas 
lights.

She was also on hand with 
David Sterrit to greet the First 
Lady at Aldergrove when she 
returned to Belfast last 
October.

“Bill and Hillary Clinton are 
really lovely people and they 
care very deeply about peace in 
this country.

“I didn’t reallv think when I“I didn’t really think when I 
spoke at Mackies that they 
would keep in touch but they 
did.

“It

minutes before getting

He was greeted by a i 

smiling Tony Blair who 
had arrived just minutes 
before him with the 
Northern Ireland Secre­
tary of State. Dr Mo 
Mowlam.

A hearty handshake 
from President Clinton 
to Tony Blair signalled 
the start of the proceed-

The j 
three main

• an Outreach Centre, 
which will act as a hub for 
developing access and partici­
pation across the area;

• a campus with course 
provision better designed to 
match need and employment 
opportunities; and

ied Research 
--------- -------- will become a 
centre of excellence in bio- 
onmnoArino multi-media and

hand with a Protestant 
schoolboy in a plea for a

project aims tor provide permanent peace.
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The children’s account of 
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Last minute prepara­
tions may have been 
under way for the immi­
nent arrival of one of 
the world's most power­
ful leaders, but as far as 
the Citybus driver was 
concerned he wasn't 
waiting.

Oblivious to the 
hoards of media 
swarming around and 
the extra large security 
presence, the Citybus 
driver stopped briefly, 
looked around and then 
drove on as if President 
Clinton’s visit was the 
last thing on his mind.

Hectic last minute

holds true today. We want the 
peace to last.”

The Clintons were so moved 
with Catherine’s account of her 
father Patrick’s death at the 
hands of the UFF in 1987, that 
they remained in contact with 
her family over the past two- 
and-a-half years.

Since appearing with Presi­
dent Clinton at Mackies, she 
has received letters and 
Christmas cards from the Clin­
tons and visited them at the 
White House in 1995 where she 
switched on the Christmas 
lights.

She was also on hand with 
David Sterrit to greet the First 
Lady at Aldergrove when she 
returned to Belfast last 
October.

“Bill and Hillary Clinton are 
really lovely people and they 
care very deeply about peace in 
this country.

“I didn’t really think when I
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ings and then the arrival 
of First Minister David 
Trimble and his deputy 
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got the Stormont show 
on the road.

The four men nimbly 
executed the steps to 
the Parliament Build­
ings door and then there 
was time for just a brief 
chat as David Tnmble 
pointed out a few not­
able landmarks to Mr 
Cinton.

The President was 
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waved intermittently to 
the waiting media and

place to one thing — meeting 
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developing access and partici­
pation across the area; 

course

f

Jhe United States continues

White House and meeting the 
Clintons again and I’m looking 
forward to seeing them again at 
the Waterfront.”

Catherine’s mum Laura is 
amazed by the way her daugh­
ter has handled all the atten­
tion.

“Catherine was a wee bit shy 
when she was eight and I have 
to admit, 1 couldn't believe it 
that day in Mackies how she 
dealt with the whole situation. 

“Since then, there’s been an 
awful lot of media attention 
from Northern Ireland, the 
Republic, Britain, other parts 
of Europe and the United States 
but she’s handled it really well 
and got on living the kind of life 
all children try to lead.”

But while Catherine is im-

match need and emj 
opportunities; and

• an Applied Research 
Centre which   _
centre of excellence in bio­

multi-media and

/creating the conditions for 

;Ipeace to thrive.”

The £71.7m Springvale 
inmiArf aimc tr» rirnviHA 
around 1,500 third level uni­
versity places with a further 
1,500 educational
opportunities in the first
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The contribution — the 
largest single financial dona­
tion from an outside body to

to the scheme to £8.2m.

President Clinton acknow­
ledged the board’s substantial 
financial support in a personal 
letter to Fund Chairman 
William McCarter in August.

Mr McCarter said: "This 
further contribution empha­
sises the Fund’s commitment 
to this particularly imaginative 
project.

“The creation of an inner 
city campus in west Belfast, 
which has endured so much of 
the violence of the Troubles, 
will prove to be a major

— vice-chancellor 
Professor Lord Smith of Clif­
ton said the start of the 
campus was “a triumph for 
the people of north and west

In his letter to Mr 
McCarter, President Clinton 
wrote: “You should know 
that my view of the Fund is 
that it has played, and will 
continue to play, a vital role

I I

. today.

The two leaders were 
expected to be joined by 
teenagers from Catholic and 
Protestant areas in breaking 
the first sod at the £70m site,

First Lady Hillary Clinton signs autographs for children during a visit to 
Lagan Meadows in Belfast today.

U1C lllbl <11 UIC I./VIII MIC,
which will also house the 

• Belfast Institute of Further 
and Higher Education.

Around 150 guests, includ­
ing First Minister David 
Tnmble and Deouty First 
Minister Seamus Mallon, have 

lauded the start of work, 
/est Belfast MP Gerry 

Adams was due to welcome 
President Clinton at the site 
ahead of a private meeting.

creating the conditions f 
peace to thrive.”

The £71.7m Springva 
project aims to provit 
around 1,500 third level ui 

ices with a furth 
-----  education 

opportunities in the fit 
phase.

By Nigel Gould________

PROTESTANT ar 
Catholic primary scho 
children together releasi 
100 white peace balloo 
after meeting up wi 
America’s First Lat 
today.

Belfast”.

The International Fund for -------------- - -------y -
Ireland used the occasion of ciliation in the area.” 
President Clinton’s visit to the
Springvale educational village 
site today to announce a
further £3.5m support.

By Gary Grattan

Education
Correspondent

PRESIDENT Clinton and 
Tony Blair were due to 
officially dedicate the site 
of the new west Belfast 

of the 
Ulster

“educational village” — a 
community outreach centre — 
is expected to be completed in 
two years.

Professor Patrick Murphy, 
the director of BIFHE, said: 

in the new

The proposal compris 
three main elements:

• an Outreach Centr 
which will act as a hub f 
developing access and parti 
pation across the area;

• a campus with cour 
provision better designed 
match need and employme 
opportunities; and

• an Ai 
Centre wl
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First Lady Hillary Clinton signs autographs for children during a visit to 
Lagan Meadows in Belfast today.

the project — brings the 
Fund’s financial commitment 
to the scheme to £8.2m.

President Clinton acknow­
ledged the board’s substantial
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creating the conditions f 
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The £71.7m Springva 
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PROTESTANT ar 
Catholic primary scho 
children together releasi 
100 white peace balloo 
after meeting up wi 
America’s First La( 
today.

Hillary Clinton, accoi 
panied by Tony Blair’s wi 
Cherie, greeted around 
children during a visit 
Lagan Meadows in Belfai 
organised by the chari 
PlayBoard.

The children were agi

By Gary Grattan

Education
Correspondent

PRESIDENT Clinton and 
Tony Blair were due to 
officially dedicate the site 
of the new west Belfast 

of the 
Ulster

Springvale campus 
university of 

. today.

The two leaders were 
expected to be joined by 

• teenagers from Catholic and 
! Protestant areas in breaking 

the first sod at the £70m site, 
which will also house the 

■ Belfast Institute of Further 
and Higher Education.

Around 150 guests, includ­
ing First Minister David 
Tumble and Dej 
Minister Seamus P_____ ,____
applauded the start of work.

West Belfast MP Gerry 
Adams was due to welcome 
President Clinton at the site 
ahead of a private meeting.

future of Northern Ireland.”

UU vice-chancellor 
Professor Lord Smith of Clif­
ton said the start of the 
campus was “a triumph for 
the people of north and west 
Belfast”.

The International Fund for 
Ireland used the occasion of 
President Clinton’s visit to the 
Springvale educational village 
site today to announce a 
further £3.5m support.

The contribution — the 
largest single financial dona­
tion from an outside body to

“educational village” — a 
community outreach centre — 
is expected to be completed in 
two years.

Professor Patrick Murphy, 
the director of BIFHE, said: 
“Today we begin the new 
Northern Ireland.

“The new educational

William McCarter in August.

Mr McCarter said: “This 
further contribution empha­
sises the Fund’s commitment 
to this particularly imaginative 
project.

“The creation of an inner 
city campus in west Belfast, 
which has endured so much of 
the violence of the Troubles, 
will prove to be a major 
regenerative engine and will 
contribute directly to recon­
ciliation in the area."

In his letter to Mr 
McCarter, President Clinton 
wrote: “You should know 
that my view of the Fund is 
that it has played, and will 
continue to play, a vital role

• a campus with court 
provision better desiu-J 
match need and employme 
opportunities; and

• an Applied Researi 
Centre which will become 
centre of excellence in bi 
engineering, multi-media at
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4smiled broadly and gave the wel­
coming party a jaunty salute before 
spending some minutes chatting 
with the assembled dignitaries.

IL
Springvale educational village 
site today to announce a

applauded the start of work. 
West Belfast MP Gerry

the

Leaders meet on

Stormont’s stepsJ

J Minister Tony Blair 
were met on the steps

a ’

Job! the view in the bright Presidential cavalcade Mr Clinton emerged 
sunshine, and Mr and the Assembly mem- flanked by Mr Trimble 
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tches.
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Visit aims to 
give peace 
new impetus

opens a 
hectic day

Adams was due to welcome 
President Ginton at the site 
ahead of a private meeting.

|

I

i
By Noel McAdam

PRESIDENT Bill 
Clinton and Prime EgM

Trimble seemed to be 
telling ‘ 
stretches.

Then they went inside 
where Mr Clinton was 
due to meet members of 
the Assembly in their 
party groups. He was 
not due to formally 
address them.

A party of around 30 
Congressional mem­
bers, including the

Jaunty 
salute

■ ■■

p-';'

€

II

welcoming 
across tl 
President.

Twenty five minutes after 
touching down in Belfast, President 
Clinton emerged from the plane to 
be greeted by Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, who arrived an hour earlier. 
Secretary of State Mo Mowlam, 
Political Development Minister Paul

-“ITU vice- c h a n c elTo r .<
Professor Lord Smith of Clif­
ton said the start of the 
campus was “a triumph for 
the people of north and west 
Belfast”.

The International Fund for 
Ireland used the occasion of 
President Clinton’s visit to the

..

The President was then handed a 
copy of the Independent newspaper 
— detailing reports of an impending 
face-to-face meeting between Davit 
Trimble and Gerry Adams — and 
he spent several moments examining 
the front page before entering the 
presidential limousine.

He then joined his 45-vehicle 
cavalcade and made a hasty depar­
ture for his first appointment — at 
Stormont — along an empty M2 and 
into Belfast.

further £3.5m support.

The contribution 
largest single financial dona­
tion from an outside body to

PRESIDENT Clinton touched 
down at Aldergrove this morn­
ing to renew his personal stamp 
on Northern Ireland’s peace 

process.
The President emerged form 

Airforce One after his four-and-a- 
half hour flight from Moscow early 
today to start a hectic day of 
appointments and meetings hoping 
to strengthen the seal on Ulster’s 

peace process.

Airforce One came into view at 
Aldergrove through grey skies from 
the east into pale sunshine and 

landed at 8.34am.

All normal flights came to a halt 
at the airport as the massive jumbo 
screeched along the runway even­
tually coming to a halt in front of 
the main terminal building.

Security was tight as a high-profile 
...----- parTy macje their way

apron to great the

J

of Stormont by First 
Minister Designate 
David Trimble and 
his deputy Seamus 
Mallon.

They met half-way. 
Mr Clinton and the 
Prime Minister walked 
up the historic steps at 
the front of Parliament 
Buildings.

They shook hands 
and then walked to the 
top of the steps where 
the four men turned and 
waved to the assembled 

Press corps.

Mr Clinton admired

teenagers from Catholic and 
Protestant areas in breaking 
the first sod at the £70m site, 
which will also house the 
Belfast Institute of Further 
and Higher Education.

Around 150 guests, includ­
ing First Minister David 
Tnmble and Deputy First 
Minister Seamus Mallon, have

“The creation of 
city campus in we 
which has endured • 
the violence of the 
will prove to be 
regenerative engine 
contribute directly 
ciliation in the area.

In his lettei ; 
McCarter. Preside i 
wrote: “You she 
that my view of tl 
that it has played 
continue to play, i I 
in community re

First Lady Hillary Clinton signs autographs for children during 
Lagan Meadows in Belfast today.

Murphy and the Lord Lieutenant 
for Co Antrim, the Right Honour­
able Lord O’Neill.

Also among the welcoming party 
was was Philip Lader, US Ambas­
sador to the UK.

As Mr Clinton emerged from the 
plane at 8.58am he waved and 
smiled broadly and gave the wel-

if

-■

him how far it gether directly down to stood ,n the sunshine 
the Waterfront Hall. for a few minutes to- 

Just inside the main gether.
door, Mr Clinton was The First Minister 

•y Presiding an<j Deputy then
Designate Lord walketj together to their

Alderdice and then the in the caValcade,
President went to sign and Mr Qinton got into
the visitors book just his iimOusine alone,
outside the main hall. Seconds later they were 

- r ,. The first item of busi- whisked around Sir
Congressional mem- nrivate Edward Carson’s statue
bers, including the nes was away

former Stormont Talks

Seamus Mallon:
Historic moment.

George David Ervine, came out

watch the entourage de-

bers were driven to- and Mr Mallon and

the Waterfront Hall.

£

Trimble, Mr Mallon, 
and Mr Blair, which 
lasted for about 15 
minutes.

Applause broke out 
when Mr Ginton finally 
entered the Long Gal­
lery to meet the 
Assembly members.

Windows along the 
front of the Gallery had 
been opened, and the 
hubbub of chatter 
spread across the 
Stormont lawns.

There was applause 
again from Assembly 
members when the 
President left. Some 
members, among them 
Progressive Unionist 
TA —-.2.4 Ttaafchairman G - - - e - ------------ - — ■ .

Mitchell, then followed on to the veranda to 
the President inside. v th- h*.

Afterwards, the Part-
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Tnmble and Deputy First 
Minister Seamus Mallon, have 
applauded the start of work.

West Belfast MP Gerry

Visit aims to 
give peace 
new impetus

Adams was due to welcome 
President Clinton at the site 
ahead of a private meeting.
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top of the steps where 
tl.-:________
waved to the assembled 
Press corps.

Mr Clinton admired 
the view in the bright 
sunshine, and Mr 
Trimble seemed to be 
telling him how far it 
stretches.

Then they went inside 
where Mr Clinton was
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address them.

A party of around 30 
Congressional mem­
bers, i. ’ J' w 
former Stormont Talks

opens a 
hectic day

: 'expected ’ to'"’De joined" - by ETC vTce’-chancelTbr
' • Professor Lord Smith of Clif­

ton said the start of the 
campus was “a triumph for 
the people of north and west 
Belfast”.

The International Fund for 
Ireland used the occasion of 
President Clinton’s visit to the 
Springvale educational village 
site today to announce a 
further £3.5m support. 

The contribution 
largest single financial dona­
tion from an outside body to
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PRESIDENT Clinton touched 
down at Aldergrove this morn­
ing to renew his personal stamp 

)- on Northern Ireland’s peace

teenagers from Catholic and 
; Protestant areas in breaking 

the first sod at the £70m site, 
' which will also house the 
■ Belfast Institute of Further 
; and Higher Education.

Around 150 guests, includ­
ing First Minister David

PRESIDENT Bill 
Clinton and Prime 
Minister Tony Blair 
were met on the steps 
of Stormont by First 
Minister Designate 
David Trimble and 
his deputy Seamus 
Mallon.

They met half-way. 
Mr Clinton and the 
Prime Minister walked 
up the historic steps at 
the front of Parliament 
Buildings.

They shook hands

Murphy and the Lord Lieutenant 
for Co Antrim, the Right Honour­
able Lord O’Neill.

Also among the welcoming party 
was was Philip Lader, US Ambas­
sador to the UK.

As Mr Clinton emerged from the 
plane at 8.58am he waved and 
smiled broadly and gave the wel­
coming party a jaunty salute before 
spending some minutes chatting 
with the assembled dignitaries.

The President was then handed a 
copy of the Independent newspaper

process.
The President emerged form 

Airforce One after his four-and-a- 
half hour flight from Moscow early 
today to start a hectic day of 
appointments and meetings hoping 
to strengthen the seal on Ulster’s 

peace process.

Airforce One came into view at 
Aldergrove through grey skies from 
the east into pale sunshine and 
landed at 8.34am.

All normal flights came to a halt 
at the airport as the massive jumbo 
screeched along the runway even­
tually coming to a halt in front of 
the main terminal building.

was tight as a high-profile

inmoie, ivir wianun, 
and Mr Blair, which 
lasted for about 15 
minutes.

Applause broke out 
when Mr Clinton finally 
entered the Long Gal­
lery to meet the 
Assembly members.

Windows along the 
front of the Gallery had 
been opened, and the 
hubbub of chatter 
spread across the 
Stormont lawns.

There was applause 
again from Assembly 
members when the 
President left. Some 
members, among them 
Progressive Unionist 
David Ervine, came out 
on to the veranda to 
watch the entourage de- 

Afterwards, the Part-
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which has endured I j 
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will prove to be 
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President.

Twenty five minutes after 
touching down in Belfast, President 
Clinton emerged from the plane to 
be greeted by Prime Minister Tony 
Blair, who arrived an hour earlier. 
Secretary of State Mo Mowlam, 
Political Development Minister Paul

bers were driven to- and Mr Mallon and 
gether directly down to stood in the SUnshine 
the Waterfront Hall. for a few minutes to- 

Just inside the main gether.
door, Mr Clinton was The First Minister

First Lady Hillary Clinton signs autographs for children during a i 
Lagan Meadows in Belfast today.

ciliation in the area.
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and then walked tojhe Historic moment, 

the four men turned and chairman George 
‘ ' ”■...........Mitchell, then followed

the President inside.

— detailing reports of an impending 
face-to-face meeting between David 
Trimble and Gerry Adams — and 
he spent several moments examining 
the front page before entering the 
presidential limousine.

He then joined his 45-vehicle 
cavalcade and made a hasty depar­
ture for his first appointment — at 
Stormont — along an empty M2 and 
into Belfast.
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The general said that, take 
within the context of the deco.... 
Belfast Agreement, the begin t 

•Commission hoped — The

between Mr Trimble
No pubbe handshake and Mr Adams as a further difficulties lay 

is anticipated and the tangible sign that the ahead, he went on: “I 
meeting, it is momentum of the Good have no doubt that

^decommissioning nificant”. 
lu_ U.. General

Chastelain, asked if 
some of the IRA’s big 
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Holding the front page: President Clinton reading a 
copy of The Independent newspaper at Aldergrove 
shortly after his arrival earlier today.

I - Died 

h, and 
a and 
oughts.
- Died 
Iso our 
July 2, 
ered by 
ass you 

itember 
tasured

loved 
grand- 

ired by

Died 
Lovingly 
ter Sally 
Joes not 
ing Dad 

be very 
L < A 

memory 
■is sons 
ighters-

Paula, 
■uel and 
t all die. 
II all be 
5 v. 22. 
jlember. 
ays be 

loving
Terry, 

amities, 
rance.

Steven 
ie can 
ju are
i day. 
g='n.

Died 
Sadly 

>e and 
?a 

irand- 
greal- ’ Al-

NE -
1989. 

ar lov- 
n-law

Paul 
:aring, 

jhind.

I

i



NOiivAaasaud oiohj

fl

i

'Bi

Standing together: President Clinton waves to the assembled media on the steps of Stormont with from left; David Trimble, Seamus Mallon and Prime Minister Tony Blair. Picture: Rick Hewitt.
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Standing together: President Clinton waves to the assembled media on the steps of Stormont with from left; David Trimble, Seamus Mallon and Prime Minister Tony Blair. Picture: Rick Hewitt.
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big cheer went up as the 
presidential cavalcade
swept up to the Water-

PRESIDENT Clinton today told the 
people of Northern Ireland they had 
the chance of a lifetime to grasp 

peace.

• 4: '

be in Ireland after the 
strains of his visit to 
Russia and the Monica 
Lewinsky affair.

As he stood on the 
runway, the President 
was handed a copy of 
The Independent news- 

:nt several 
a story 
rimble

paper and spei 
minutes reading 
headlined * 
agrees to meet Adams 
for peace talks’.

He then joined his 45- 
vehicle cavalcade which 
sped off along an empty 
M2 for his first appoint­
ment at Stprmont.

Shortly after 11am 
the presidential caval­
cade and the Assembly 
members left Stormont 
for the Waterfront 
Hall.

Scores of peopl 
gathered outside and

• <
LMIM.

IQS5Plan
MW'

Mr bomb, relatives of the 
dead and members of lu ,
the emergency services front complex, 
who hAHled to .he 0^/^ Mayor

David Alderdice 
greeted the President 
and Mr Blair before
they headed inside. 

E,v .... Wtle" Mr Clinton
due to attend a simple eventually arrived in the
ceremony to unveil a 1”‘" h' '“,h

1
i

injured.
Three of the injured 

were today discharged

■■

Z,UUU guests at the Waterfront Hall he urged 
the people of Northern Ireland not to allow 
the chance of permanent peace and political 
stability to slip away.

“It may not come again in our lifetime,” he 
said.

He also said people must work “to build a more ’ 
just society where human rights are birth rights, 
where every citizen receives equal protection and 
equal treatment under the law.

“These must be the benchmarks of the new 
Northern Ireland.”

Before he spoke the fulsome backing he 
from Prime Minister Tony Blair surprised even 
Clinton, bringing tears 
to his eyes.

“There is no Presi­
dent of the United
States of America that 
has done more for

!S
■ '

nss

traditions, I ji»i cApcuicu iu nave taiKs
Minister David Trimble with Sinn Fein president
and his deputy, Seamus Geny Adams until later o  .... o—  
Mallon. during a visit to his west garda crackdown on the who battled to save the

liiS®

odinci, iiiiiiicuidiciy 
after arriving at Alder­
grove on Air Force 
One, the President paid , D -- -— -   r  - r
a symbolic visit to Par- the revolving^door and Irish Governments But the President also
liament Buildings. It into the historic build- brought in tough new made sure there was
wac the first anti-terrorist legislation plenty of time to meet

of 
were

AdVlh wwO* I

:gathered to welcome 
him.

of peace

ime by 
Omagn

joined by his wife 
Hillary for the most

depei
ind s

First expected to have talks Trimble
” ’ ' ’ ' Adams.

And the long awaited

Euoat vuiiMituciiuy. self-styled Real IRA,
Mr Clinton’s whistle- which was responsible

*-------- ‘ ’ r •’ —;h bomb ... y o .
le during from hospital in time to 
’). meet the Clintons.

The couple were also

I

four waved and smiled stop tour came at a time for the Omagh
in bright sunshine of hectic political acti- outrage, was due a

paid before passing through vity as the British and the presidential trip.
Par- the revolving door and Irish Governments But the Presiden 

Tt i i_. • t.  ....  .1
was the first engage- ing. 
ment on his three-day Th<
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public bcrfiea. i

First MSnlster javtd Frlmble said despite the j 

slavshler of sc many worten, met aid chMien ir, 

Omagh the commuruty was not ]■ despair tad had 
sot lost faith in die future.

'Acts which were Intended tc dl«lfc a.~d destroy, ■ 

tu.se ir. fact united cccrnua'.r.es and rtrerglt.ered 

that ic'jdufty that has been a feiture cf chrtl 

society here.
“kiany d the mothers, w.ves sad daughters oi 

'fortnern Ireland have been tenactoits voices lor 

peace and it Is ntHng ltd this cederence 

-ecognlser just bow rtf al those voices can be io 

budding a North ere Ireland at peace with tatit.’ 

Nt Trtnble said t?«e conieTwee wastaJrsg place 
at a '--nfque time In the hstory ol Northern Ire2a*d 

when the majority of peope wanted thejcdtattieTs 

d vio'enceccnsgned to the rubbish Hr.rfhhstcrj. 

"he enneerrs, etieriy and visior cl woncn was

Seminar told of 
role to play in 
quest for peace
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~ C'celatraecide Issue of gender access Is that o! needed to make peace possible. .: Is no | J 

the setlc’-s under-represenlai’cn cf women in ccicicfdence ttat 75 per cat ol w inter. In Narrhern j •

" ........................ ' ' Ireland voted foe tbesgreeir.ent'

The threeday conference- Vital ’Alices. Vfc3ien

public Rfe In Ncrlhern Ireland. The agreement 

provides opoortudttes not only to reshape pubtfe 
. ... 7. . ••_. * . S ________ ->

greater public cMfldeoce. but also broaden 
participation.

women Is cieatfy'jss i.tan salisfartory.’

administratlcr. In ways that wSl not cnJyconmand 1R remocracy - focuses on the xomosfon al 
„-nj «.... i w_ ^Qj^niriaJljspectsotbfe.

Director Therwa'-o«r said: *Wa-eiior the lop 

ot the ciBlness world cr starling the1- own 

coer.panlM, wcraen beginning or c-o-lraimg Ir.eir 

pubSc Sves, women who have fougri the bat ties I 

for peace, les hope - in their ccmmenltes, their 1 ( 
churches their schools - ane ccm'n j together at | jchurches their schools - are ccsB?nj together at | j 

toe Waterfront Hall ts seize this teoment Io twild ! s 

lorihefatime" . I

Amebcan rrrst Lady Hilary rinto". w.’’ address • (

■WOMEN EKst lead lire way Io drdlverlaE baling 
peace In Nmrtbexn ktiarul political Jescers told a 
msjcr Belas: corfeetace yesterday.

Htauireds at dde^ies attenAaf he Vttsi Voices 
senusae «l the Waterfront Ba3 heard tfeputy First 

Minister Seasrcs MiMcn uy the Good Friday

— Bgrteaicrt was the begtelagusdixx lheeni__ _ 
He said Northern Ward was s society tn which 

words Idlec. but sold wvrds must nnv be used to 

hesL

He sak.- ‘Even as we sit fa. this building, aonre 
vital vetoes echo frern Itw immediacy oi the past 

tragc weeks. Tkat c( Iter STblMrBlagtaawheA, 
liter til! trig.c turnkij to death ef three yutsag 

brothers at Baftyaoiey, he posed the moral 

questica to thoee htvclsed tn the Dmnrcnee 
stand-JI Is icy aiaroh worth a sfe^e death?* Thai 

■/Dice was vital, it was coaragtcus . t mnifuly It wu 
heard. *

rietoW Ibe dehgates. "toa jola us as we set forth 

co possibly Ibe oost swesone [currey that has 

ever been undertaken ,r. ihehtstory cd this fefenC. 

Ont •Islas, and uppertunky reflect something 

afforded to lew societies - the charce lo begin

ayfa.’
However kfc bfabcti slid the process facet a 

series ol chJlenges. Fcukltal parties had tc make 

sjace foe each other, while the agreement provided 

a statutory zblgalfcn lor equality <g appertuatty. 

7ty vhlcc Is ihrt we will net jest aiake It work 

but tfraf we will make of the agreement an 

rritstaediil rrodei a' gc-.'emnce, cur own shtafag 

city oa the raxurtafa.

*;i has been said that lit new executive ar.il 

assembly will be the mow closely sc-jtnlsed and 

•nest ccmroentec upon polity ol Ss she in the 

wrik hdeso It wtf; but let cur assbltfor. be that 
ever ilm^ people w bl lock to borthem Mind to 

team how we have used thh urpreccdenfed 

opycrturfny ir renew d and nblrth.’’

"ha deputy En‘ minister slid It was 

unacmeptab'e that wont-eo only held nine per cent 

of top Jobs in the Civil Service and amounted to 

oa_y 32 per cen: cf iteraters xi the boards of

Secretary of State Mo Mow.am said the

conference Custrated how pcwtrid wemen In

Northern kefend are.
The axrtlc’patton of wemesr In the political

process showed there was ’more to vrSe -us Ihzr. 

divide os’.
She raid: 'Wur.en nave teen there !■ the

eo-rumMVty acd vo'-rotwy groups fc the pclittud the conferaxe tomorrow.
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The rvenine will be for 

the 400 people who t ooK 

part in the Vital Voicen 

Conference end will give 

the First Lady on oppor­
tunity to discuss the is 

sues nuttier.
After the reception Mi s

HHJXRV Clinton is set 
toflylntothel’rovinwtn- 
mormw afternoon to re­
new old acquaintances-

It will he bar Uurd vis-

2£:ST 
I •

B-
day conferenoe at the Wa- 

The conference, VitalI

It will he bar Uurd vis- dinh,,, will lie spending I 

t to th* nu vince as First p1(. evening at HflMW- ,
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rdties to adopt concrete 
follow up« on women's 

participation in public 

fife.
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the coRclualon of a tin**- Mowlam 

^_v____ ?____ 1 * a spokesman for the
terfront Halt . pjlst Lady said she wax (

________________ looking forwicrti to the , 

voices: women in nemoc-

it "“■ shosnldi-MrtOlmton
sored by the Unit «:H visiting Northern

Z‘^-Z 'Z T------------------- - • ii-eltind and this visit Is no
The Belfast meeting exception. 

„„ _ ..yhr nus been looking
dent Clinton ch May /as B>rwartt to It for some 

porf At t.he US KOVeni- < irni*f> 
ment's initiatives in sup- .j>hPn pn Thursday

■TKSKSS- »“"«"■£?-“ les ’ 

note speaker at the com

;i
Minister in the Water- ■ 

I ront Hall before moving ' 

on to the Springvale site 

of the new university cam­
pus in Belfast and the 

rest, of the day’s engUfct 

ments.
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racy, is being co-spon-

States Government. 
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was announced by Presi

part of the US govei 
ment's initiatives In si

time."
Then on Thursday

will be iiiajdng a Joint 

ipbUr appearance with 

Prune MinsUr's Blairs 

wife. Chorie.
The two Win lift meeting 

with parents mod ciuKiren 

who have been affected by 

vininneo.
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shiny Jaguars and Mercedes-type 
models, all the way down to a

lational Airporti:

It
lit Front page news: The President holds a copy of a paper featuring a picture 

of his wife in Belfast as he walks to his limousine at Aldergrove.
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collection of trusty Flexibuses 
bringing up the rear.

As the welcoming 
surged forward, airport 
craned from every window to 
catch a glimpse of the President 
who, setting a relaxed tone for 
the rest of the day, took 25 
minutes to emerge from the 
plane.

He could be seen taking time 
to finish his coffee, and as he 
descended the 25 steps to tread 
on Ulster ground again, he 
smiled broadly, waved to 
nobody in particular, and 
directed a jaunty salute at the 
line of dignitaries waiting to 
meet and greet him.

Taking time to have a long 
hard look at a newspaper head­
lined ‘Trimble agrees to meet 
Adams for peace talks’ — set 
beside a picture of his smiling 
wife — Mr Clinton seemed in no 
rush to climb into his 
limousine.

But the security men and 
aides in black suits who swarmed 
around him like ants had time on 
their mind.

And soon the cavalcade beat 
a hasty departure, en route to 
start a day many hope will be 
long remembered as another 
milestone on the road to peace.

B
•1

I Hushed awe at 
I Aldergrove as 
| Air Force One 
I touches down

around the airfield in order of 
importance.

First, naturally, the Presiden­
tial limousine; then came a 
blacked out Range Rover — 
reputed to carry nuclear 
detonation codes — then came

■

ip

I

A';.

i H

Inten ■. /’-.Kport

THE great blue and silver bird 
that is Air Force One broke 
through leaden clouds into 
shimmering, pale autumn sun­
shine.

On board, the 42nd President 
of the United States on his 
unprecedented second trip to 
Northern Ireland in less than 
three years.

The crowds of VIPs and press 
had spent an hour milling 
around waiting for Bill Clinton’s 
touchdown.

Secretary of State Mo 
Mowlam stood on the tarmac 
chatting to her Political 
Development Minister Paul 
Murphy, the US Ambassador to 
the UK, Philip Lader, and RUC 
Chief Constable Ronnie 
Flanagan.

They were soon joined by an 
upbeat Tony Blair, who had 
flown in a short time earlier.

Even those much-heralded 
secret service men in raincoats 
and shades took time out to 
swap pleasantries with RUC 
officers as they waited for the 
eagle to land.

The President’s four-and-a- 
half hour flight from Moscow 
was running at least 10 minutes 
late, and with deadlines and a 
tight schedule in mind organisers 
and observers were becoming 
just a little edgy.

But as Air Force One 
screeched along the runway of 
Belfast International Airport, 
there was an air of hushed awe 
and anticipation.

As the mammoth jet taxied to 
a halt, the President’s cavalcade 
formed up in preparation for his 
arrival.

Forty-five vehicles waited for 
the President and his consider­
able entourage, snaking its way
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Clintons expect peaceful visit to Ireland
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Agencs France-Presse
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By Richard Willing 
and Mimi Han 
USA TODAY

Clinton: On third 
visit to N. Ireland

a
President Ointon, tossed like a 

cork in a sea of world and per­
sonal problems, arrives today in 
Northern Ireland, of all places, 
for a welcome respite.

Clinton’s welcome, while 
more subdued than the out­
pouring of warmth that greet­
ed him when he visited in De­
cember 1995, is likely to be 
friendly and free of references 
to the falling ruble, fallen in­
terns and other problems that 
recently have beset him.

“He deserves to be greeted 
as the best friend this province 
has ever found outside these is­
lands,” said the Belfast Tele­
graph, in an editorial prepared 
for the eve of Clinton’s arrival. 

Both Catholic and Protestant 
politicians in the divided prov­
ince credit Clinton with apply­
ing the political and economic 
pressure that has brought both 
sides close to forming a power­
sharing government

“He steered a middle 
course; we owe him a lot” said

“It is up to you, the women of 
Northern Ireland, speaking out 
whenever injustice arises, to 
point out opportunities, to face 
up to challenges and to speak 
for those who are still voice­

less,” she said.
After her speech, Hillary 

Clinton attended a reception in 
her honor in Belfast City Hall 
along with the outgoing U.S. 
ambassador to Ireland, Jean 
Kennedy Smith.

She was staying overnight at 
Hillsborough Castle southwest 
of Belfast as a guest of Mo 
Mowlam, Britain’s first female 
secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland.

Today, the first lady planned 
to open a playground for Prot­
estant and Catholic children in 
an underprivileged part of Bel­
fast, then appear with her hus­
band for his keynote speech.

The Clintons will also help 
dedicate a memorial to 28 peo­
ple killed in Omagh on Aug. 15 
by a renegade element of the 
IRA. The first lady said the visit 
would be to “pay tribute to those 
who were murdered by the ene­
mies of peace.”

Clinton is sched­
uled to meet with 
Trimble, deputy 
chief officer Sea­
mus Mallon and 
British prime minis­
ter Tony Blair. He’ll 
give speeches to 
Northern Ireland’s 
new governmental 
assembly, elected 
after the April ac­
cord, to a citizens’ 
group in Belfast and

to reconciliation workers in Ar­
magh.

Arriving a day ahead of her 
husband, Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton on Wednesday called 
Northern Ireland’s women a 
quiet catalyst for the Belfast 
peace agreement but said they 
must play a bigger role in poli­
tics for real reconciliation to 
take root

"It was women whose whis­
pers of ‘Enough!’ became a tor­
rent of voices that could no 
longer be ignored,” she told 
600 women's activists, commu­
nity workers and politicians at 
a conference called Vital 
Voices: Women in Democracy.

Malachi Curran, a 
pub owner of Catho­
lic and Protestant 
descent who helped 
negotiate the pow­
er-sharing agree­
ment last April. A 
coalition govern­
ment based on the 
agreement is sched­
uled to begin meet­
ing this month.

Clinton arrives on 
the heels of good
news that he helped create. On 
Wednesday, David Trimble, 
chief officer of the new govern­
ment and leader of the largest 
Protestant party, issued an un­
precedented invitation to Sinn 
Fein leader Gerry Adams to 
join talks aimed at organizing 
the government.

Adams, whose party is affili­
ated with the Irish Republican 
Army, had been cut out of pre­
vious face-to-face meetings be­
cause of Trimble’s objections 
to Adams’ IRA connection.

A day earlier, Adams had de­
nounced political violence as a 
“thing of the past, over, done 
with and gone.”
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Belfast Turns
Spotlight on
Mrs. Clinton
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Compiled by Our Staff From Dispatches

BELFAST — Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, opening a playground for 
Northern Ireland’s youngest gen­
eration, said schoolchildren here 
and in the United States were learn­
ing difficult lessons about dealing 
with violence.

“In America, we have many chil­
dren who, like children of Northern 
Ireland, also have seen friends and 
relatives gunned down, because of 
gang wars or drug problems,” Mrs. 
Clinton said, speaking to Protestant 
and Roman Catholic pupils seated in 
the grassy field. “So, they, too, need 
to learn from what has been done 
here in Northern Ireland in dealing 
with the problems of violence.”

Mrs. Clinton and Cherie Blair, 
wife of Prime Minister Tony Blair, 
embraced each other amid the 
crowd of children from a Catholic 
elementary school and from a state 
school whose students are predom­
inantly Protestant.

Since arriving Wednesday ahead 
of her husband, Mrs. Clinton has not 
commented on personal strains 
caused by the Monica Lewinsky 
scandal, a fact noted in a front-page 
headline of a newspaper President 
Bill Clinton was handed at the air­
port Thursday when he arrived. 
‘ ‘Hillary avoids state of Clinton un­
ion,” the Independent said.

Mrs. Clinton and Mrs. Blair later 
sat in the front row of Belfast’s 
Waterfront Hall as their husbands 
addressed a gathering that included 
Northern Ireland’s new cross-com­
munity Assembly and senior politi­
cians from all sides. Mr. Clinton 
was warmly praised by Mr. Blair 
and other leaders for his support of 
the Northern Irish peace process.

In a keynote speech, Mr. Clinton 
mentioned his wife’s name several 
times and referred to her appearance 
as star speaker at a women’s con­
ference on Wednesday.

“I salute the women, who have 
been such a powerful force for 
peace,” he said. “Hillary had a 
wonderful day yesterday at the con­
ference. ’ ’

The Irish Times carried a front­
page picture of a smiling Mrs. Clin­
ton, rather than the president, in its 
Thursday issue.

Mrs. Clinton has been increas­
ingly out of the public eye as the 
pressure grows on the president over 
his confession on Aug. 17 to an affair 
with the former White House intern.

But this week’s trip to Moscow 
and to Northern Ireland has 
provided an opportunity for the 
couple, who have been holed up at a 
hohday home in Martha’s Vine­
yard, Massachusetts, to return to the 
public scene, while escaping do­
mestic politics. (AP, AFP)
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Recent disclosures have placed Hillary Clinton in an 
uncomfortable situation. Rdisin Ingle watched the 

First Lady’s progress from Belfast to Dublin
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Later they walked together through 
Omagh and at the peace gathering in Armagh 
that night Hillary sat and smiled as her hus­
band spoke. Later she told Sharon Haughey, 
the young woman who delivered the welcome 
speech to the President, that she was very 
proud of her.

Offstage one observer remarked that there 
was no discernible tension between the two. 
A source said they appeared close as they 
chatted privately about the arrangements for 
the next day.

“'rhey seemed physically close and very 
much together,” they said.

This contradicts stories that followed the 
couple to Dublin. There is talk that the atmo­
sphere in the presidential car has been decid­
edly icy. Conversation, according to the 
inevitable rumours, is practically non-exis­
tent, suggesting a thaw has yet to arrive.

Outwardly, at least, none of this seems to 
affect Hillary. She swept confidently out of 
her car for the reception at the Royal College 
of Surgeons yesterday “all loud voice and 
loud jewellery”, as one observer put it.

Earlier that morning, Bertie Ahern’s part­
ner, Celia Larkin, accompanied Mrs Clinton 
to Trinity College where they spent half an 
hour perusing the Book of Kells. She said it 
was a subject she was particularly interested
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in and that it was a personal wish that she 
should see the college.

At the House of Ireland on Nassau Street 
she cooed over the Waterford Crystal and 
Belleek Pottery and made some mystery pur­
chases. “She enjoyed a private shopping visit 
here,” said a spokeswoman, who refused to 
reveal exactly what Mrs Clinton had bought.

And so she had adopted the role of ordi­
nary tourist yesterday with no formal engage­
ments, disappointing many across the 
country who have been on full-time Hillary 
watch. The question of why she Ts playing 
Tammv Wvnatte tn the nhilanderino Rill
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ILLARY CLINTON held her hus­
band’s hand as she waved goodbye 
from a rain-soaked Dublin Airport 
.almost three years ago. Journalists 

recorded this development from behind a se­
curity cordon, some of them exchanging 
smiles. It was a feel-good kind of moment 
that spoke eloquently for itself. No body lan­
guage experts need have applied.

On her last visit she made a speech which 
was music to ears of Mna na hEireann. 
Women, she told her audience, were the great 
untapped resource of the world.

Now we observe Hillary through different 
eyes. As she toured Ireland this week she 
walked in the shadow of an unsavoury scan­
dal and it is her reaction to it, not her gender 
empowerment skills, that intrigue.

Bill Clinton’s infidelity has become the 
barometer by which Hillary Clinton is mea­
sured. Every grin, grimace and wave is dis­
sected until a satisfactory judgment call can 
be made about her state of mind.

Monica Lewinsky has managed to keep a 
low personal profile since the scandal erupted 
but Hillary has had no such opportunity. The 
First Lady’s Oscar-winning performances 
from Moscow to Belfast suggest she refuses to 
be cast as victim in this tacky American soap 
opera that has left a bad impression with 
everyone.

She could not have been more pleased, 
one imagines, at the headlines on the morn­
ing that followed her first night in Belfast. 
She had grinned and waved and looked the 
model of the tough 1990s woman the 
country was so impressed with back in 1995.

She spoke to the Women in Democracy 
Conference in Belfast on Wednesday: “If 
you listen you can hear the voices of women 
who withstood jeers and threats to make 
themselves heard in a political world once
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The Clinton Visit
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Later they walked together through 
Omagh and at the peace gathering in Armagh 
that night Hillary sat and smiled as her hus­
band spoke. Later she told Sharon Haughey, 
the young woman who delivered the welcome 
speech to the President, that she was very 
proud of her.

Offstage one observer remarked that there 
was no discernible tension between the two. 
A source said they appeared close as they 
chatted privately about the arrangements for 
the next day.

“'rhey seemed physically close and very 
much together,” they said.

By Lorna Siggins,
Marine Correspondent

RELAND and the United States are to 
co-operate in a $5 million marine 
research programme. President Clinton 
has announced. The programme, lasting 

five years, will involve collaboration between 
this State’s Marine Institute and the US 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis­
tration (NOAA).

The initiative comes three years after the 
signing of a joint marine research accord dur­
ing Mr Clinton’s last visit to Ireland in De­
cember 1995.

Under the programme, Irish and US sci­
entists will conduct research and surveys on 
the Continental Shelf from NOAA research 
ships and the Marine Institute vessel, Celtic 
Voyager.

The programme will concentrate on ocean 
monitoring, assessment and modelling, ocean 
forecasting and climatology; seabed habitat 
mapping; and resource management in fish­
eries, aquaculture, and on the coastal zone.

Commenting on the announcement, the
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Recent disclosures have placed Hillary Clinton in an 
uncomfortable situation. Roisin Ingle watched the 

First Lady’s progress from Belfast to Dublin

ILLARY CLINTON held her hus­
band’s hand as she waved goodbye 
from a rain-soaked Dublin Airport 
almost three years ago. Journalists 

recorded this development from behind a se­
curity cordon, some of them exchanging 

Later they walked together through 
Omagh and at the peace gathering in Armagh 
that night Hillary sat and smiled as her hus­
band spoke. Later she told Sharon Haughey, 
the young woman who delivered the welcome 
speech to the President, that she was very 
proud of her.

Offstage one observer remarked that there 
was no discernible tension between the two. 
A source said they appeared close as they 
chatted nrivatelv about the arraneements for

guage experts need have applied.
On her last visit she made a speech which 

was music to ears of Mna na hEireann.

1

I

fl



hnton’s

09

raise t

o
signs of progress on a bro 

Much has been mac

importance of
and economic
Beijing in June

favour is about 
with Mr Bao me. and

'W'ILLARY CI 
| | band’s hand 
■ ■ from a rain- 

JL JLalmost three

m in the communist count 
The Chinese have also bui

rights achi<
improved

band

ork. had been working as a upon Mrs Robinson the 
ralist at a foreign bureau, "Asian values"
ntizens are not allowed to do. a senior Beijing hu 
ot accredited as a journalist Wu Jianmin, laid these .

ssident, that

sured. least, none

engage-
jss the

- and it isn’t clear A year later the High Commis- Robinson hat jgerved primarily for men. ” watch.' 1
aS 

 
tr ' y”r 2?' * Jew peeved UN Rwanda aftei ’JCate as spouse of Bill Clinton — appears to

n High Commis- She has ra!sed the profile of down with th. have worked. One newspaper awarded her a . Grow

fsr-ss Jases'im"! ar* s.”
e is likely to look those-ho sttnd up for their rights. Throughout . N . out this 1

is no clearer than when

year as a hard The 
the shark-in- the tl

motions.

he said he 
n” is not i old Bill.

lizard’s”.

J make the

- Bill Clinton.

States

— Patricia McKenna, Green Party MEP.

style," says I 
officer, Jose I

By Margaret E. Ward

called right
achieved for Ireland

is arrival was delayed by over 40 
mtil 12.35 p.m., leaving a largely i 
nal crowd waitine in the rain nntsirf

We apologise for

A source said 
chatted priv_;_ 

------ct day

ZELL CUSTOMER

NOUNCEMENT

utes utt™ .—r.. 
national crowd wai

ight

state, and"a’ 
a track recoi

d in the senior A 
and official dealin 

Several tin 
Robii

-Z.

o

<c
>
or

CE
CL.

o
ZE
Q.

union is unlike
Ointon g

The arre 
people w 

O

First Lady 

adopts a 

strategy 
of ignoring 

the pressure

American a 
ghanistan came 
nappe ' -

d the welcome 
she was very 

there
• two. 
■ they

t Ministry, 
be other reasons that
■ incident certainly s

part of our commitment 

viding you with the fastest, 

ficient and reliable customer 

isible, we will be carrying out 

al upgrading on our phone 

iputer systems this weekend.

area of intern 
been remarkal

Recent disclosures have placed Hillary Clinton in an 
uncomfortable situation. Roisin Ingle watched the

First Lady’s progress from Belfast to Dublin

It of this work, some of you - 

our Ready to Go customers - 

:perience some difficulties.

^h

pleased.

ILLARY CLINTON h 
„..T. l.and as she was.. „------
from a rain-soaked Dublin Airport 

.almost three years ago. Journalists

«..u seized her 
cassette tapes.

but when I ce 
be doing my j 
reported as sa 

“In any cas 
-illed right v 
■LUIcrcu IVT h 
past 50 years’ 

One Genevt 
inson’s real 
area of inter

speed

of his country'
The diplom:

tie, except to 
firmly into th<

ech to the Assembly it 
—ited to “salute the -----
recorded — though one British < 
said her eyes opened and clc

Ihai Haiqing western news agencie 

>om and call- row, that China has a I 

! and five put in media groups to r 
then The police vidual detentions

ugh apprentice 
•uld help Robii 
her China mis

last visit she made a speech 
sic to ears of Mnd na htireann. 
she told her audience, were the great 
1 resource of the world, 
we observe Hillz.- ----- *■ -----------
she toured IreL.™ ....------ ---

’ shadow of an unsav~”~

.«w uo yet to ar 
^st, none of this ™ 
swept confidently out of 
• - it the Royal College 

all loud voice and 

ing, Bertie Ahern s part- 
companied Mrs Clinton

Dublin crowds waited 
in rain and in vain

freedc
, and L, VB. 

hoped the beginr 
i trend toward mo

puter factory in uboiih. 

I’m glad that worked out OK. 
— Bertie Ahern, relieved 
card" electronic signing a 
computer company passed with

women .a uv. 
’ commentator 

losed "like a

nthe shark-in- the thugs are' stifiat'tbeir 
of international and the UN — on a good i 

still passing =r-“- 
with her a “How much

-------------------------- nd and 
lice usually make their move 
of favouNs about to leave, 

the probier... .—. 
ad been warned off from talk- 
who spent seven years in jail 
J the pro-democracy protests 
ho continues to advocate de-

i year as UN Human Rights Commission 
n has left a trail of angry despots in her w 
Paul Cullen, Development Correspondei 

1 she inherited ’ -------" *
troric, wasteful i

ly close and very 

-- --------cts stories that followed the 
Dublin. There is talk that the

their rights, 
to butcher, 
ZCI'K

let a “How much can one person do’ 
I and She needs the political support of 
bril- governments around the world, but 

a track record in far too often this hasn’t been forth- 
ights abuses. But coming," says Martin-------

tember also 
.--- lu JUUC uurtng

visit when she told me 
ent that she had got a 
----- :---- j... lnter.

faryland. near ’> 
; a businessman  

the bathroom and

which
vi iv>u« ■>« htirr— 
audience, were the 
f the world. 
Hillary through different 
' Ireland this week she 
~ vf an unsavoury scan- couple to 

not her gender sphere in

to be uncovered--------
s back to being plain old 
—1 then — if the First

It’s great to be back in Dublin — even

. three
indmotU --------

uced no search warrant or 
larges.
ily guess why the Chinese au- 
lis on the eve of Mary Robin- 
icipated first visit to China as

air strikes in Sudan and Af- 
™.ie in for particular criticism. “It 

"W” 'W’UDDLED under umbrellas, a small happened at the same time as the scandal, I 

.'-Iz.-J. Gardai kept the crowds at either*the for an air strike." 'she^aid ” "0 ""d

junctions of Harcourt and Cuffe Streets or A lone American businessman protesting 
Grafton Street and St Stephen's Green. against US policies in Arab countries, held

His arrival was delayed by over 40 min- aloft a placard saying “American troops out 
---------- - ----- ----------------

s seems to 
-■ - - of

: here today: No actions of 
- meh the Good Fri-

— Taoiseach Bertie Ahem.

ievemem 
educati. 

and belt 
—...oof that t 

nan rights, and the 
Robinson the impo 

I..—.*
Beijing human 

------------- - laid these out at 
in August, saying that cou 
jointly promote the internal

K

B ever said it was the organisation 
fbe easy. If Mary Geneva was sdero 
■n ever does take at war with itself. 
- and it isn’t clear A year later th<

tU:?'nVd““A„dS

SSk-- - -
—  Mr Clinton blows up people without know-
ved rta^ the “smml {Mra™’ ‘b'’’ “* _ like 'b'

Arab states n 
their own.

There were 
with develop 
Iranian Pres 
High Commis 
meet her durir 

The Cambo 
responded an| 
of abuses in 
Robinson quic 
tation of a 
guest among 
regimes of the 

“It’s true si 
-E'S, 

I 
viitcer, jose I 

“I'm aware 
but when*! cei

--------Every grin, arirr
sected until a satisfactc

Throughout 
has enjoyed a 
relationship w 
general, Kofi , 

Most obser 
error came ear 
to tackle the , 
its failure to i 

----------------  abuses. Robii
McPherson, violence there

------------------- said there was
_____ of human righ

Tv_ __
off such critic 
drive Their ai

as a journaiist Wu'jiannrin,

it we do jointly "promote the ' internat 
sends a rights cause through “strengthei

it her state of mind. her car for the reception a t the Royal College
swinsky has managed to keep a of Surgeons yesterday "all loud voice and 
yrofile since the scandal erupted |Oud jewellery", as one observer put it. 
is had no such opportunity. The Earlier that morning, Bertie Ahern's part-

Oscar-winning performances net, Celia Larkin, accompanied Mrs Ointon ,
' to Belfast suggest she refuses to to Trinity College where they spent half an 1

—1----------- hour perusing the Book of Kells. She said it
was a subject she was particularly interested 
in and that it was a personal wish that she 
should see the college.

At the House of Ireland on Nassau Street 
she cooed over the Waterford Crystal and 

chases. "She enjoyed a private shopping visit
here." said a spokeswoman, who refused to 
reveal exactly what Mrs Ointon had bought. 

And so she had adopted the role of ordi­
nary tourist yesterday with no formal engage­
ments, disappointing many across the 
country who have been on full-time Hillary 
watch. The question of why she Is playing 
Tammv Wynette to the philandering Bill 
Ointon is no clearer than when she first 

nermnr ----- w -- -- - 3 .. ™iictuiuc. out lhis turbu|ent wave
When her husband arrived in the North if, as is suspected, she is in politics for the 

the next day, he was said to be pleased that ]ong haul, then she can only benefit by being
Hillary had received such positive publicity c[ose i0 the seat of power for as long as
in the nation’s press. It has also been possible,
reported that he was anxious to know how in reality, whether they are holding hands 
her speech to the conference had gone. Or walking yards apart when they leave for

Her reaction to the part of her husband’s Washington tomorrow the state of their
speech to the Assembly in which he said he unjon is unlikely to be uncovered until Presi-

:rowds at either the 
’ Cuffe Streets or 

’. Greetr

oiitside th*

Offstage one observer remarked that t 
——-------------------- was no discemibh tension between the

On her last visit she made a speech which a source said they appeared close as they
was music to ears of Mnd na hEireann. chatted privately about the arrangements for
Women, she told her audience, were the great the next day 
untapped resource of the world. "They seemed physically

Now we observe Hillary through different much together." they said.
eyes. As she toured Ireland this week she This contradicts stories t 
walked in the shadow of an unsavoury scan- couple to Dublin. There is talk that the atmo-
dal and it is her reaction to it, not her gender sphere in the presidential car has been decid-
empowerment skills, that intrigue. edly icy. Conversation, according to the

Bill Clinton's infidelity has become the inevitable rumours, is practically non-exis- 
barometer by which Hillary Clinton is mea- tent, suggesting a thaw has yet to arrive. 
----- J c..._. —;mace and wave is dis- Outwardly, at le 
-----------ntil a satisfactory judgment call can affect Hillary. She 
be made about her state of mind. her car for the

Monica Lewins'- *----------------* - **------
low personal profil------------------------
but Hillary has had no such opportut 
First Lady's Oscar-winning perfo 
C— Moscow to Belfast suggest - 

t as victim in this tacky A 
that has left a bad im| 

everyone. 
She co— —---------------------------------- - .

one imagines, at the headlines on the mom- At tl 
ing that followed her first night in Belfast. she coo
She had grinned and waved and looked the Belleek

’ ' ' tough 1990s woman the
impressed with back in 1995. 
o the Women in Democracy 
" i Wednesday: “If

e voices of women

presidential office herself could have every­
thing to do with why she has chosen to ride 

it this turbulent wav-

held her bus- Uter they walked together through 

 JLalmost three years ago. Journalists band spoke. Later she told Sharon Haughey, 
recorded this development from behind a se- the young woman who delivered the welcome 
curity cordon, some of them exchanging speech to the Pres ‘ 
smiles. It was a feel-good kind of moment proud of her.
that spoke eloquently tor itself. No body lan- Offstage one obi

Wednesday. .. 
-----------voices of women 

.ers and threats to make 
—------- in a political world once

primarily for men."

since th. 
the exc
hina am.
Clinton

become the

e is dis-
call can

cooed over the

:hases.

:e of their 
until Presi-ikely t

dent Ointon goes I----------------- -------------------
And maybe not even then — if the First Lady 
intends becoming the first lady President of 
the United States.The Algeria

drive Their a. 
accused her 
boundaries of 
attacking the'

ng the previous day — an Tnter- 
disgraced communist official

■r mobile number on 
recorded voice said in

'Sorry, the subscriber is 

he subscriber was in jail. On 
p to 14 Chinese security police 
'atalie Liu's apartment. They 
>r two hours and seized her 
photographs,

la Maryland, near Washington, nothina could be more 

self in the bathroom and call- row, that China luB 71 
as handcuffed' and led off and “^She "is*1 bSng^pra 

en aged three and five nut in <
icir r Mrs Rob'insonfs" agenda 

tainly focused on fact-fi. 
signs of progress on a bro 

ry Robin- Much has been mat. 
> China as which has replaced confix 
Commis- for the first time since thi 

*’ crackdown — in the exc 
rights between China am 
world. President Clinton 
speak openly on Chinese tei 
importance of human rigl 

---------- - r-..^oms % 
US off

 Crystal 
: Pottery and made some mystery pur- I 
"She enjoyed a private shopping visit

Democracy reveal exactly what------------------------
nesday: “If And so she had adopted the role i 

nary tourist yesterday with no formal 
ments. disappointing

be cast
opera I

! could not have 
lagine* “ *—

She had grit,..^„ — 
model of the tough 
country was so in--------

bi.C CpC- “ *“ 
Conference

is Human Rights Commis- 
:ptember 6th to 15th. Almost 
i to do with Ms Liu's travel 
booked a ticket to the United 
day to rejoin her husband —* 
lice usually make their i

imed off from talk- heralded a 
----------------I-:--.

1 uv wu. 
of human r  
mocracy. impros

m Beijing and we made tenta- 
a farewell drink.
and vivacious 32-year-old, Nat- 
ying to make a name for herself 
ncan network. I remember also 
ier in Shanghai in June durir- 

vjjjt when 
icitemen; ™_; 
ng the p—

ang her mobil- 
week a r ’ 

hinese: ------

he subscriber was

American
impression 

been more 
idliner

/aved
199C

wuntry was so in.r  
She spoke to the Wome 

Conference in Belfast on 
you listen you can hear the 
who withstood jeer 
themselves heard ir 
—trved " '



I
ccnainh

world. President Clinton 
speak openly on Chinese te 
importance of human rig 
and economic freedoms 
Beijing in June, and US ofi 
said they hoped the begim 
heralded a trend toward metrend toward me
dom in the cc 

The Chine

: welcomethe young woman who <
President, thatspeech to the 

proud of her.
OfTstage one observer remarked that t

was no

chatted privai
the next day.

and very
mote the internal 
through “strengthei this week she This contradicts stories th* 

couple to Dublin. There is talk

ipowerment ski. 
Bill Clinton's

Outwardly, at least, none of this seems to 
affect Hillary She swept confidently out of 
her car for the reception at the Royal College 
of Surgeons yesterday “all loud voice and 
loud jewellery", as one observer put it.

Earlier that morning Bertie Ahern's part­
ner Celia Larkin, accompanied Mrs Clinton

pleased,
one imagine:
ing that foil 
She had grit
model
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Her reaction to the part of her husband’s 
speech to the Assembly in which he said he 
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Also Ms Liu, a Chinese passport-holder 
with permanent resident rights in the US who 
had left China in 1989 and studied journal­
ism in New York, had been working as a 
freelance journalist at a foreign bureau, 
which Chinese citizens are not allowed to do. 
She was also not accredited as a journalist 
•with the Foreign Ministry.

There may be other 
not know. The inciden

s. It was a feel-good kind of moment 

that spoke eloquently for itself No body lan­
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organisations had been warned off from talk­
ing to Mr Bao. who spent seven years in jail 

------------------ - ------- 4 “ry protests 
— —— —~ wvuMMMw advocate de­

Brian McCarthy.
8.50 p.m.: Leaves B 
home.

(Ail times o,

H
Ireland. Gardai kept the crowds at eit 
junctions of Harcourt and Cuffe Sit 
Grafton Street and St Stephen's Greet

His arrival was delayed t, ..- '.--------
utes until 12.35 p.m., leaving a largely inter­
national crowd waiting in the ram outside the 
St Stephen's Green Shopping Centre. Much 
to th::r dismay, he was not visible when he 
emerged from a limousine to enter the 
building.

Ms Heike Lasarzewske, from the Black 
Forest region of Germany, said: "There's no 
reason to see him, we're only waiting to go 
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she cooed over the Waterford Crystal and 
Belleek Pottery and made some mystery pur­
chases. "She enjoyed a private shopping visit 
here," said a spokeswoman, who refused to 
reveal exactly what Mrs Clinton had bought 
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Growing speculation that at some point 
within the next 10 years Hillary Rodham 
Clinton will divorce her husband and run for 
presidential office herself could have every­
thing to do with why she has chosen to ride 
out this turbulent wave.

If, as is suspected, she is in politics for the 
long haul, then she can only benefit by being 

possible
In reality, whether they are holding hands 

or walking yards apart when they leave^fqr 

union is unlikely to be uncovered until Pr 
dent Clinton goes back to being plain old 
And maybe not even then — if the First L
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the Royal College of Surgeons in Dublin yesterday. Photograph: Doug Mills/AP
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The Taoiseach also announced a grant of 
$800,000 to the Irish Festival at the Kennedy 
Centre in Washington, which will take place 
next March to May.

the Minister for Education and

at Oxford University, 
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into our world-class unit   
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each.

The fund will be administered by the US- 
Ireland Alliance, a new Washington-based 
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mer foreign policy 8u.ixj <v 
Kennedy.
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emment would provide £1 million over three 
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Education Correspondent
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| £2 million to set up an Irish-Ameri-
■ can endowment fund to allow highly 

JL qualified US postgraduate students 
attend Irish universities, the Taoiseach an­
nounced during the College of Surgeons

ihington, which will take place 
May.

...e Minister for Education and 
r Martin, and the US Secretary of 
Mr Richard R',e^ ^,c, lo.dhcuss 

cation, information and common 
technology in schools, education for 
advantaged and advanced skills training 

Later the two men launched UCD’s Cen­
tre for American Studies at Newman House 
in St Stephen's Green in Dublin.
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Resources, Dr

"■"RELAND and the United States are to 
I co-operate in a $5 million marine 
■ research programme. President Clinton 

JLbas announced. The programme, lasting 
five years, will involve collaboration between 
this State’s Marine Institute and the US 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis­
tration (NOAA).

The initiative comes three years after the 
signing of a joint marine research accord dur­
ing Mr Clinton's last visit to Ireland in De­
cember 1995.
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; is certain to be the day by Prime Minis­

an emotional occasion, ter Tony Blair 
the President and his wife
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of the blast and the fam­
ilies of those murdereduko ul <-uusc murdered the Province a day behind 
when the 5001b bomb tore Mrs Clinton, who yester- 
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The visit is scheduled to the search for a lasting 
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University of Ulster site at you.”

l ” 
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them. That trust can only start 
to be built by the commence­
ment of decommissioning and 
an ending of all forms of para- 
miiitary violence.”

In London and Dublin, the 
Commons and the Dail met si­
multaneously to rush through 
“•* '--------- anti-terrorist

1 at ending the 
ivities of the Real IRA, the

I.NEWS SECTION

i

if

Relief and anger grcclrdea

Just William’s 
long lost chum

<•

the far-reaching i 
-J legislation aimed; 
1 activP8- "

i
IaV •*■•. *z

me insn rimie Minister, oerue 
Ahem, said the Real IRA had 
disgraced themselves, adding: 

_________ ___ __ __________ _________________________ “You cannot hope to take on the 
r------------------------ _____ _ Gerry Adams (left) and David TUmble. who are to meet, people of Ireland and win.”
sources said last night that the although a public handshake is highly unlikely In the Commons, Mr Trimble

.------- —...J .-u- — warned Mr Blair that he feared
the measures to crack down on 
gi uups audt as the Rea! IRA, 
might prove ineffective. He be­
lieved the insi- ”—•— 
might then opt 
ment without trial of terrorist 
suspects, a power retained in 

__ Dublin but not included in the 
British legislation.

.

The unprecedented* meet­
ing would follow next Monday's 
talks between Mr n imble and 
other party leaders in Northern
Ireland, including Mr Adams, 
about the workir----- ------------
posed new Asse...o.j. .^uau.c

‘fl

Id

F! public handshake 
iiie Sinn i'>in presi- 
planned -meeting is 

highly significant. As First Min­
ister, Mr Trimble is expected to 
hold a seiies of separate sessions 
with the individual paity leaders 
in I ho nmuinA. Uo .Ull in.

THE NORTHERN Ireland peace 
process moved into a new 
phase last night as it emerged 
that the Ulster Unionist leader 
and First Minister, David Trim­
ble, was ready to meet the Sinn 
Fein president, Gerry Adams, 
for face-to-face talks.

place as early as next week. 
Al’hcugh Mr Trimble imghl 
—pub|i ■ ... 

IheSiisouglil by
dent, the
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were as young as two, although dresses of children to abuse as 
we don’t know because we don't well as linking up with fellow of-

Volkswagen has renewed 
attempts to court BMW 
with an offer to buy up to 
25 per cent of the company

Tony Blair declared his 
strong opposition to ITV’s 
plans to abolish its flagship 
News at Ten programme

Hillary Clinton paying tribute to the 'courage and strength of gen 
Irish peace process. Speaking yesterday in Belfast to nearly 600
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A chief constable has paid 
£10m to four men who 
accused police of malicious 
prosecution. MPs heard
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Tim Henman beat Scott 
Draper in straight sets to 
reach the second round of 
the US Open

M

ibegin
,  ..J said.  

Ml- Blair told MPs that there portant step in the implemen-
 >uld be many more difficulties tation of the Good Friday ........

afla-protests tliat the legislation along the way, but added: “I agreement and a significant ini- been serving I 
was being railroaded through have no doubt things are on the tiative. Il described as a “land- the murder

The Malaysian Prime 
Minister has sacked his 
Finance minister and 
one-time political heir

9

, „ with ited a house in St Leonards, don, Sussex, Oxfoid, Berkshire,
   —ildi-en and swapping the pic near Hastings, East Sussex, Kent, Gloucestershire, Mid- John Stewardson, who led the person."

About 50 men from 12 coun- Club, in which the requirement tures with club members. late last year after a tip-off by dlesex and Norfolk. operation by the National The ca.. „ „ „
, r t i. .. . . T\vo of the men arrested in United States customs officers In the US, where the club Crime Squad, said children had concern about the use of the In- tion that has

ngland were found to have who were investigating a sep- originates, there were 32 raids; been abused on a massive scale ternet by paedophiles to swap together so many law enforce-
arate porn ring. “■ ‘ . .... >_» ji ____ . s

In one of the biggest co-„ I boys as young as two, 
have been recovered during a

On a day 
ments in th , 
Sinn Fein finally agreed to ap­
point a contact with the in-

there were 18 in Germany and to produce material to feed the information and images. ment agencies worldwide to ef-
„ „ ,    16 in Italy. There were also international ring. “The chil- There has been a succession feet simultaneous raids and
during a the Internet club, protected by by the officer in chai-ge of the op- ordinated international opera raids in Australia, Austria, Bel- dren abused were of both sexes of warnings that paedophiles arrests."

series of raids. Police believe passwords and codes, which eration as “stomach-churning", dons, 105 addresses throughout gium, Finland, France, Norway and some, it would appear, are exchanging names and ad- °

AN INTERNATIONAL child BY JASON BENNETTO members used to exchange School teachers were among the world were raided early yes- Portugal, and Sweden. Police
pornography “club" run on the Crime Correspondent sexually explicit images of chil- those arrested worldwide. The terday morning. Eleven men will attempt to trace the  „ ,
Internet has been smashed by dren. In at least one case in network was discovered by were arrested in Britain after abused children and offer them know who these children are fenders throughout the world.
British police officers after a they have uncovered a pae- Britain, a man had been film- chance alter a police officer vis raids on 14 addresses in Lon- counselling. yet. The content would turn the Bob Packham, the deputy di­
chance discovery at a house on dophile and pornography net- ing himself having sex with ited a house in St Leonards, don, Sussex, Oxford, Berkshue, Detective Superintendent stomach of any right minded rector general of the National 
the south coast. work, known as the Wonderland children and swapping the pic near Hastings, East Sussex, Kent, Gloucestershire, Mid- John Stewardson, who led the person." Crime Squad, said: “I am un­

its growing aware of another police opera- 
 ever pulled

Teachers will fight plans 
by ministers to introduce 
performance-related pay 
in schools

.  .. xu- ._ -------- j ------ xi. -«• ~.nerations of women' who had I
_r  v   ) delegates at the Vital Voices 

ce, she reiterated the United States' firm stance on terrorism Dan Chang/Rt

Ibny Blau- has privately en governments. Mr Blair claimed menl snouid be seen „ 
couiaged such a meeting, which it was “a practical and important of an IRA willingness to start traduced in the Irish Republic, 
he believes would ‘---------->■------------------------------------ ■— -. —------------------ u_.
momentum to — «.  ______ ..  r
process. But the Prime Minister weapons within two years was forward with increased speed, 
suffered a set-back last night a vital part of a lasting settle- ~ ' ' '
when 16 Labour MPs voted ment “I hope the process ‘™s“
against a government motion to as soon as possible," he
cut short the Commons debate C J 
on its anfi-terrorist measures would be many more difficulties

hies were arrested and more for membership is to have at
than 100,000 images, including least 10,000 explicit pictures of Er.o.  
sexually explicit pictures of children stored on computer. nearly90,000pomographicpho- 
girls and boys as young as two. Detectives managed to crack tographs of children, desenbed

a
give further step forward" and said the de disarming. But it said it hoped But he believes such a move by 
the peace commissioning of terrorist it would push the peace process Dublin is unlikely

...................... ' In another development the
The Irish government de- Secretaiy of State for Northern 

scribed the appointment of Mi- Ireland, Mo Mowlam, yesterday 
McGuinness as a fuither im- ordered the relear- 

'  i- Scots Guards. James Fisher 
..uvu uuuu Friday and Mark Wright, who had

‘ j life sentences for
„  - „  - Jf of a Catholic

Pariiament. As MPs sat late move and we are moving in the mark" Tuesday’s statement teenager in north Belfast ini
into die night, a second rebellion right direction." fi-om Mr Adams that violence 1992. Her action was con-
was expected by Labour back- British officials are sur- should be “a thing of the past" demned by the family of the 18- 
benchers worried about in- prised by the progress that Mr Trimble welcomed the year old, and by Sinn Fein, 
fi-ingements of civil liberties. has been made in the peace appointment of Mr McGuin- President Bill Clinton flies 

n- - J-y of major develop- process so soon after last ness but said that he would into Belfast today for a short 
the peace process, month’s Omagh atrocity which urge Republicans in next stay which will include a visit to 
o_..----------u._ dajmed 28 lives and, sources week's talks to "take the next Omagh with Mr Blair. United

said yesterday, it is hoped Mr necessary step of actual de States pressure is believed to 
tarnaticnal body evarseaing McGuinness's appaintmar.t will commissioning”, Ila warnadi hare been important in bring- 
the decommissioning of arms, reassure Unionist opinion be- “Republicans can play no part ’----- •-—•••-- »---------• —
This is to be the party's chief ne- cause it is “a firm deed rather in Northern Ireland's govern-

... .. ment if Unionists do not trust statement on Tuesday.
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The First Lady arrived a little later that 
expected at the Waterfront Hall in Belfast 
where hundreds of women and fewer men

• America's First Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton smiles 
Democracy” conference

'w

By MARTIN 
WHO would I 
that the day':
Hillary Clinton 
speech was saf 
and the stand: 
graciously ackn 

And it was 
fall at that. F<

so determined 
photo taken wi 
Lady that she a 
pulling her off I 

A posse of t»

...'1

awaited her presence at the Vital Voice con­
ference.

Hillary w 
welcoming si 
relaxed and .
French-navy, three-piece ensemble. The out- 
Fit comprised of a Chanel-style cardigan 
with gold buttons on the pocket worn over a

By NOEL SMITH
PRESIDENT Clinton will have to improve his golf game 
if he is to have any hope of taming the Ballybunion links
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By DOMINIC CUNNINGHAM 

PRESIDENT Bill Clinton is 
expected to urge political parties 
in the North to redouble their 
efTorts to keep the peace process 
on track during his high-profile 
visit today.

Amid a massive security operation Mr 
Clinton is due to meet the politicians at 
Stormont and will underscore his adminis­
tration's commitment to the Good Friday 
Agreement and the proposed new struc­
tures of government at several other loca­
tions during the day-long visit.

Mr Clinton is likely to make much of 
the two gestures in succeeding days this 
week by Sinn Fein — effectively declaring 
the war was over plus the appointment of 
a representative to the decommissioning 
body — as evidence of sincerity and move­
ment by republicans.

He may call for reciprocal confidence­
building gestures by unionists although the 
President is aware that UUP leader and 
First Minister Designate David Trimble 
will face increased opposition within his 
party if he tries to move too quickly.

FACE TO FACE
So far Mr Trimble has resisted republi­

can calls for face to face talks with Sinn 
Fein president Gerry Adams, but the two 
men are likely to address each other 
directly during preliminary talks at the 
Assembly on Monday next.

DUP leader Rev Ian Paisley said he 
would not be attending the special session 
called by Mr Trimble but was branded a 

by the Ulster Unionists as his

ty during Mr Clinton's 
of RUC officers and 

British soldiers are being backed up by 
scores of heavily armed US secret service 
agents.

Snipers with high-powered rifles yester­
day moved into positions around all the 
venues the Clintons will visit throughout 
their stay.

k-l

AS Hillary Clinton flew in from Moscow 
over the healing landscape of Northern Ire­
land she thought to herself: “This is the 
most beautiful place on God's Earth.” 

She shared that personal thought with 
the large audience gathered to bear her in
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horror as Nan 
Hillary by the 
nearly brought 1 
into a sea of adi 

But the Lea, 
Free World s w 
the sort of preset 
that must come i 
camera-happy el 
lies.

She recovered 
ance and croud 
on stage at Belfas 
front Hall so thai 
was virtually l< 
Nancy's, five feet 

DAZZLING S 
Then she flasht 

zling smile, a gr 
belied her gravir 
contortions, and N 
her photograph.

The Americat 
weren't long bust 
lary away after th 
ever. Never mind s 
crazies, their charg 
danger of being a<

Waterfront to more i 
same at a reception ii 
fast’s City Hall. But I 
she started to work he 
down the line of dignit 
she very wisely climbe 
the stage — her enco 
with Nancy had not be

on Saturday.
One of the world's top-rited courses made famous by 

US superstar Tom Watson could prove to be a nightmare 
for the president who. only a year ago. appeared in Time 
magazine under the heading: “A free golf lesson for the 
Duffer-in-Chier.

Time called in 
Clinton swing.

TV golf commentator Gary McCord told the First 
Golfer: "Strengthen your grip, swing more outside — and 
keep your left heel down in the backswing.”

A Ballybunion local said yesterday: “The President has 
a lot of things on his mind — but he'd better forget them 
fast on this course or he'll be heading for golfing oblivion.”

t

hypocrite . 
party sits in an assembly committee with 
Sinn Fein members.

There are also some reports that Mr 
Adams and Mr Trimble may be included 
in a photocail for Mr Clinton's visit to the 
Assembly around mid-morning today.

Mr Clinton will be accompanied by his 
wife Hillary who flew into Belfast ahead of 
the Presidential party yesterday to address 
the closing session of a conference on 
Women in Democracy when he travels to 
Omagh this afternoon.

DRAINS SEALED
America's First Citizens will be joined by

British prime minister Tony Blair on their 
visit to the Co Tyrone town where Mr 
Clinton will unveil a plaque in honour of 
the 28 men, women and children who died 
in the atrocity less than three weeks ago. 

A blanket of security will be thrown 
over the North todaj ■ - - ~
stay and hundreds < Her blonde hair which has seen so many 

changes has now found its signature style 
that hasn't changed despite the recent per­
sonal traumas. The sleek style is parted to 
the side and swept behind the ears. In a con­
ference stressing the importance of female 
confidence, power and progress she was the 
picture of self-esteem and composure.

death.
But Hillary 

moved by the wa 
her welcome — she 
after her speech as

her hand.
Nancy, from D< 

even managed 
a Tyrone Crystal sh 
on her which 
opened and admired 
passing it on to an I 

“I’m a pushy 
devil," admitted 1 
“I'm surprised the 
service men didn't sh< 
away.

"I'm a great fan « 
— she has her pr< 
and still she takes th 
to come here."
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Time called in
By MARTINA DEVLIN 

WHO would have guessed 
that the day's pitfall for 
um— on lay after *—

awaited her presence at the Vital Voice con­
ference.

Hillary was greeted with a warm and 
welcoming standing ovation. She looked 
relaxed and comfortable in a designer

found its signa 
that hasn’t changed despite the 
sonal traumas. 1 he sleek style I

TV golf

' i.f

sleeveless, fine-knit top and matching 
shapely trousers.

Her blonde hair which has 
changes has

een so many 
sture style 
recent per­

sonal traumas. 1 he sleek style is parted to 
the side and swept behind the

if

Mr Clinton's 
officers and

Hillary was whisked 
from shaking hands at the 
Waterfront to more of the 
same at a reception in Bel­
fast’s City Hall. But before 
she started to work her 
down the line of C„ , 
she very wisely climbed off |

rge was in 
adored to

AS Hillary Clinton flew in from Moscow 
over the healing landscape of Northern Ire­
land she thought to herself: “This is the 
most beautiful place on God’s Earth.” 

She shared that personal thought with 
the large audience gathered to hear her in

year ago, app. 
“A free golf it

■

will remain at

■I

a great fan of hers 
has her

There are also some reports that Mr 
Adams and Mr Trimble may be included 
in a photocall for Mr Clinton's visit to the
Assembly around mid-morning today. 

.......... ................... ..................... *-* *7 his 
Jtd of 

t yesterday to address 
of a conference on

US superstar Tom Watson could prove to be a nightmare 
for the president who, only a year ago, appeared in Time 

under the heading:
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 commentator Gary McCord told the First 
Golfer: “Strengthen your grip, swing more outside — and 
keep your left heel down in the backawing.”

A Ballybunion local said yesterday: “The President has 
a lot of things on his mind — but he’d better forget them 
fast on this course or he'll be heading for golfing oblivion."

si
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and the standing ovations 
graciously acknowledged?

And it was a literal pit- 
fall at that. For campaign 
----- 1— ‘|ancy Gracey was 

lined to have her 
photo taken with the First 
Lady that she came close to 
pulling her off the stage.

A posse of twitchy secret 
service minders watched in 
horror as Nancy gripped 
Hillary by the hand and 
nearly brought her toppling 
into a sea of admirers.

But the Leader of the 
Free World's wife showed 
the sort of presence of mind 
that must come in useful at 
camera-happy election ral­
lies.

She recovered her bal­
ance and crouched down 
on stage at Belfast’s Water­
front Hall so that her head 
was virtually level with 
Nancy’s, five feet below.

DAZZLING SMILE 
Then she flashed a daz­

zling smile, a grin which 
belied her g 
contortions, i ,  
her photograph.

The American agents 
weren't long hustling Hil­
lary away after that, how­
ever. Never mind snipers or 
crazies, their charg 
danger of being a
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• America’s First Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton smiles and applauds with enthusiasm while attending the “Vital Voices Women in 
Democracy” conference in the Waterfront Hall, Belfast last night.
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By DOMINIC CUNNINGHAM 
PRESIDENT Bill Clinton is 

exj
in 
efforts to keep the peace process 
on track during his high-profile 
visit today.

Amid a massive security operation Mr 
Clinton is due to meet the politicians at 
Stormont and will underscore his adminis­
tration’s commitment to the Good Friday 
Agreement and the proposed new struc­
tures of government at several other loca­
tions during the day-long visit.

Mr Clinton is likely to make much of 
the two gestures in succeeding days this 
week by Sinn Fein — effectively declaring 
the war was over plus the appointment of 
a representative to the decommissioning 
body — as evidence of sincerity and move­
ment by republicans.

He may call for reciprocal confidence- 
---------lures by unionists although the 
  aware that UUP leader and 

First Minister Designate David Trimble 
will face increased opposition within his 
party if he tries to move too quickly.

FACE TO FACE
So far Mr Trimble has resisted republi­

can calls for face to face talks with Sinn 
Fein president Gerry Adams, but the two 
men are likely to address each other 
directly during preliminary talks at the 
Assembly on Monday next.

DUP leader Rev lan Paisley said he 
would not be attending the special session 
called by ‘ ‘
hypocrite 
party sits

Mr Trimble but was branded a 
by the Ulster Unionists as his 
in an assembly committee with

danger 
death.

But Hillary seems 
moved by the warmth of 
her welcome — she lingered 
after her speech as people 
strained upwards to shake 
her hand.

Nancy, from Downpat­
rick, even managed to press 
a Tyrone Crystal shamrock 
on her which Hillary 
opened and admired before 
passing it or -----------!J-

devil,” admitted Nancy, 
“I'm surprised the secret 
service men didn’t shove me 
away.

"I’m a „ 
— she has her problems 
and still she takes the time 
to come here.”
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Mr Clinton will be accompanied by 
wife Hillary who flew into Belfast ahead 
the Presidential party —’—*— — 
the closir“ •-•••«•» z 
Women I..  
Omagh this afternoon. 

DRAINS SEALED
America's First Citizens will be joined by 

British prime minister Tony Blair on their 
visit to the Co Tyrone town where Mr 
Clinton will unveil a plaque in honour of 
the 28 men, women and children who died 
in the atrocity less than three weeks ago. 

A blanket of security will be thrown 
over the North today during T ‘

and hundreds of RUC
soldiers are being backed up by 

scores of heavily armed US secret service 
agents.
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:ing around
going auto­Security

themselves
re tripping over 
the door of herjust had he 

an inch of
ib styled
who kni

- “my
jletely

With intense interest focused on 
andal surrounding her husband.

keeping
^-Belfast Lord Mayor, 
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SPECIAL
EDITION

propriate” relationship with Monica 
Lewinsky and it was delivered in a 
strong, unfaltering style.

Poised and relaxed it

public handshake
...v Sinn Fein president, the proposed meeting is 

lificant.
North s First Minister, Mr Trimble is expected to

Tony Blair and Northern 
Secretary Mo Mowlam, Mr 
Clinton travels to Stormont 

r meeting with First 
^...lister David Trimble, 
and deputy Seamus Mallon.

Hillary
husband” 
straight-fac

And as

sought by t
highly signi

As the :------------------------------.-------------------------r-----------
hold a series of separate sessions with the individual party
tnd.r. M- will »a- * J-— ----- ----- S—

A RELAXED and smiling Hillary 
Clinton delivered a keynote 
speech to hundreds of women in 
Belfast last night and showed no 
Sign of any strain.

1 WEATHER
Dry, Sunny spells 

(See page 27)

has visited eight times with his wife, 
admitted UDP 

. looki

any in his party. “We’re very pro-
ive," he said with a twinkle. Or it

serenity,
- - had

Sign of any strain. 
Mrs Clinton spoke 

’ and

-a

open t.. 
ne. “I’

Clinton

BIGGEST DAILY SALE 
IN IRELAND

Internet: swr. independent, ie

Uw..>...o>vd company was at the 
nity ward,” said ex-Belfast Lord 
Alban Magii

signalled
alcade of

With intense interest focused on the 
scandal surrounding her husband, the 
First Lady’s every gesture was being 
scrutinised.

But if she has her troubles, she was 
*-—:-g them to herself in Belfast - her 
<miu>s never wavered, her composure 
never faltered.

By MARTINA DEVLIN

She radiated confidence, she radiated 
she radiated a woman who’s 

her blonde bob styled to within 
- — -f its life and who knows she’s 
looking good.

*■’" mentioned the H-word - “my 
 - three times. Completely

straight-faced each time.
And as First Ladies go, she was posi­

tively presidential, which was the con­
sensus among delegates at the confer- 

“She could be president herself - in 
fact she should be,” said one woman. 

Hillary’s entourage certainly shrieked

VIP: Five motorbike outriders s 
her arrival, followed by a caval

Police believe they 
have uncovered a paedo­
phile and pornography 
network, known as the
Wonderland Club, in 

-----quirement for 
> have at

ages, including sexually 
explicit pictures of girls 
and boys as young as 
two, have been recovered 
during a series of raids.

Police believe the*

 

11

on computer.
Detectives managed to 

crack the secretive Inter.

 to Cf.-_ ---- ---- ----- _. .„.
stretch limousine. “How many people 
does it take to help one woman out of a 
car?” wondered a watcher.

Indoors at the Waterfront, the audi­
ence was overwhelmingly female and 
male politicians stood out like sore 
thumbs among the power-dressed 
women.

“The last time I was in such female 
dominated company was at the mater-

 _____ for 40 minutes
pbout the rights and achievements of 
women and afterwards received a stand­
ing ovation from the 450-strong audi­
ence in the Waterfront Hall.

It was Mrs Clinton’s first speech 
since her husband admitted his “inap-

By DAVID McKITTRICK

A NEW phase in the peace 
process came into focus last night 
as it emerged that Ulster Unionist 
leader David Trimble is to meet 
Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams 
for face-to-face talks.

The unprecedented meeting will follow on 
from next Monday’s gathering of the new 

Belfast assembly. Reliable sources said the 
one-to-one talks could take place as early as 

next week.
Although Mr Trimble may avoid the pi 

------ u. u7 the sjnn pein president the prof

of women who withstood 
threats to make themselves  
political world once reserved primarily 
for men.”

b''
eft

“It’s intimidating”, 1 
leader Gary McMichael, 
the room in a break from signing auto­
graphs for schoolgirls. Then he realised 
this could be misconstrued and hastily 
added that there should be more women 
in politics.

But Sinn Fein’s Martin McGuinness 
claimed he was used to being sur­
rounded by females because there were 
so many in his party. “We’re very pro­
gressive,” he said with a twinkle. Or it 
could have been the reflection of so 
much jewellery in the room.

Mrs Clinton drew cheers when she 
Continued on Page 13

North trip
By MARESE 
MeDONAGH

PRESIDENT Clinton is 
’ 8 at Belfast Aldergrovc 

...rport this morning at 
about 8.30am for a hectic 
day-long visit to the North

trouser suit, she told the Women in 
Democracy Conference that it was 
women’s voices which could not be 
ignored.

“If you listen you can
women who wit

-I

He is expected to spend 
about 90 minutes in Stor­
mont meeting the Northern 
Ireland Assembly members.

From there, the presi­
dent will travel to Belfast 
city centre where he will 
join First Lady Hillary 
Clinton at the Waterfront

pornography “club” 
on the Internet has 1 
smashed by British police 
officers after a chance dis­
covery at a house on the 
-outh coa?

ISa;

AN international child

been
K British r  
:r a chance un­

co very at a house 
south coast.

About 50 men from 12 
countries were arrested 
and more than 100,000 
imai
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Democracy conference.
Picture by Justin Kernoghan

years was a vital part 
i lasting settlement. "I

on ns possible,' 
The British

ding:
takecannot hope to take on the 

people of Ireland and win.**

>pcd
jpon

ning but said it hoped 
jld speed up the peace accepter

“nothing

! I':legi
:ndin

it agreed to 
lifespan of the

the group
the Omagh

Anliur OrUllih

De Bruin appeals four-year swimming ban

JJ
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Russia ‘just like 1917’ warning: Page Seven. How 

iitterv markptc art* fnnino’ TSip Pinlrjittery markets are coping: The Business Pink

■

F

in
and

• The path to peace. 
Reports and news 
analysis on the latest 
developments as the 
Clintons visit: Pages 
Nine, Ten, 11,12 and 13

ii

i IRA
start

*7w« Directs customer service is first nite. 
Their staff are helpful and well informed and have 

always responded to us incredibly quickly."

29 Dawson Street 
Dublin 2 Ireland 
Tel 01 661 6557 
Fax 01 661 6432

lole peace 
— he flies 

ay — there 
in Dublin.

College by name. University by nature.

(Bonded & a member of MECA)

Call today at (01)4545640
or email us at admissions@gcd.ie

New Nokia 5110 
Call for Special Price

on the claim the burden of proof that 
de Bruin tampered with the sample 
rested with FINA and it had not done 
so beyond any reasonable doubt.

CAS has, in the past, been sympa­
thetic towards certain sporting compet­
itors who may have fallen foul of their 
federations and indeed voted In favour 
of the Irish swimmer at the Atlanta

guilty of tampering with a 
ich she provided on January

•V

watch two local children 

Ulster cam-

' J

Olympics when the American objected 
against the legality of her entry and 
qualifying times for the 400m Free­
style in which she won the second of 
her three gold medals.

Joe Fallon, 
Director of Information Technology, 

FYFI ES I’LC.

At GCD it's easy to find both the course 

and the stimulation you want. 

With real-life assignments 

and lectures from tutors 

who've been there. As well as the 

philosophising, goofing and 

all round fun that university 

life is supposed to bring. 

We offer Masters, Post-Graduate, 

Degree, Diploma and 

Certificate courses 

validated by the NCEA in: 

Business Studies, 

Computing Science, 

Interior Architecture/Design, 

Journalism/Media 

Communications, Law,

Hotel Management (AHMA).

.■ a

GRIFFITH COLLEGE 
DUBLIN

Esat

A lol will depend, they 
said, on the progress of 
talks involving David 
Trimble and Gerry Adams. 

The Proves are 
reckoned to have more 
than 100 tons of explosives, 
arms and ammunition

MICHELLE de BRUIN yesterday 
lodged an appeal to the Court of Arbi­
tration in Sport in Switzerland against 
her four-year ban from swimming.

The appeal was lodged by de Bru­
in's solieitor, Peter Lennon, who has 
had detailed discussions with the triple 
Olympic champion over the wording of 
the detailed appeal.

• Pleased to meet you . . . First Lady Hillary Clinton in sparkling form on her arrival in
Belfast yesterday when she attended a Women in Democracy confe-------

However, there was a 
setback for Mr Blair last 
night when his attempts to 
reassure Labour MPs 
about the anti-terrorist 
measures were rebuffed. 
Sixteen backbenchers voted 
against a government 
motion to cut short the 
Commons debate.

In the Dail, Taoiseach 
Bertie Ahern said the Real

X

itep 
the 

________________ . of
terrorist weapons within 
two ......... ...........—*

hope the process begins as 
soon as possible," he said

The British premier 
warned that there would be 
many more difficulties 
along the way, but added: 
“I have no doubt things are 
on the move and we are 
moving in the right 
direction."

British officials said they 
hoped Mr McGuinness’s 
appointment would 
reassure unionist opinion 
because it was "a firm deed 
rather than playing word 
games".

Sinn Fein refused to be 
drawn on whether the 
appointment should be 
seen as a sign of 
willingness to 
disarmir- -------- -
it woul

Chris Glennon writes: 
There is a build-up of 
momentum towards 
disposal of IRA arms — 
but with no certainty yet 
when it will begin, 
according to a Government 
assessment in Dublin.

Analysts said it would 
be overstating the position 
to predict the first step 
would happen soon.

They viewed the 
republican movement as 
“engaged in the process” of 
implementing the Good 
Friday peace pact but 
»«-<--pted there was 

------ ...g in the bag” on

s Against the State 
■ six months and 
die in mid *99.

decommissioning of 
was "indispensable”.

In London, Tony Blair 
claimed it was “a practical 
and important step 
forward" and said 
decommissioning

Children.
Eleven men were 

arrested in the UK. In the 
US, where the club origi­
nates, there were 32 raids; 
Germany saw 18 and 
’ ' 16. were also

in Australia, Aus­
tria, Belgium, Finland, 
France, Norwaj " 
gal, and Swede 
will attempt 
abused children 
them counsellif' 

report: l>n«n

process.
Meanwhile, the Dail 

and the British parliament 
met simultaneously to rush 
through far-reaching new 
anti-terrorist legislation 
aimed at ending the 
activities of the Real IRA, 
the group responsible for 
" “ h massacre.

laying the sod for a 
University of Ulster 
pus.

Mr Clinton will travel to 
Omagh in the afternoon 
and will have a private 
meeting with the relatives 
of those who lost their lives 
in the recent bombing 
atrocity.

His last engagement in 
the North is in Armagh 
where he will attend a 
“Gatherir 
about 7

ering for Peace” at 
7.30pm.

way, Portu- 
!den. Police 
to trace the 

and offer 
selling. • Full 
Back Page

The appeal has been lodged exactly 
four weeks after FINA imposed a 
four-year ban on de Bruin, having

IRA had disgraced
themselves, adding: “You

scattered in dumps 
various places north 
south of the Border.

Government analysts in 
Dublin believe that some of 
the explosives will be 
destroyed in the first 
gesture towards
decommissioning.

With the arrival of US 
President Bill Clinton 
giving the whole peace 
process a boost — he flies 
into Belfast today — there 
was agreement in Dublin, 
London and Belfast that 
the Good Friday pact was 
entering a new phase.

In both Dail and House 
of Commons there were 
complaints by
backbenchers that they 
were being asked to 
rubber-stamp draconian 
legislation.

To meet some of the 
complaints in the Dail, the 
Government agreed to 
shorten the lifespan of the 
Offences 
Act by 
allow it <

^,v,..iany saw 
Italy 16. There 
raids

By TOM O'RIORDAN

found her - ----------- =—
sample which---- ---------------------
10 last.

Within the next couple of weeks 
CAS. who have their headquarters in 
Lausanne, will rc<|iiesl all the docu­
mentation from the three-man FINA 
doping panel which decided on the ban. 

l-cniion said he was hopeful that 
CAS would give him and his client a 
hearing on the issue sometime next 

It is understood the appeal is based

Meet 2,500 people who 

think like you.

me announcemem was 
welcomed by the Irish and 
British governments. A 
formal Government 
statement described Marlin 
McGuinness's nomination 
to liaise with Canadian 
General John de Chastelain 
on arms disposal as a 
further important step in 
implementing the peace 
pact. It went on to say that 
decommissioning of arms
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Presidential Visit
ART EXHIBITION

Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September 1998 Hospitality with individualityin Assembly Hall

Parking and traffic Restrictions

***
Artiste

Lower.

Tel: 832 0941

4

ALL WELCOME

A

extending
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Tel: 091-561 676
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L-SgXH0,,T>iST. VINCENT’S 
HOSPITAL 

ELM PARK

SUMMIT DI 

SCHOO

do

THE TWELVE PINS 

HOTEL. CALWAY

AM on-street parking wilt be prohibited from 19.00 hrs on Thursday 3rd September to 
21.00 hrs on Friday 4th September. Traffic wHI be severely restricted on these routes 
from 13.00 hrs to 21.00 hrs on Friday 4th September.

GREAT SOUTHERN HOTELS 

TRADITION WITH STYLE

Tore. Klllamey, Sept 7th, 14lh 

Rosslare, Sept 8, 15, 22nd

contact
James Kelly 

TEL: 058-54555 
FAX: 058-53068

For further information and enquiries - please ring Dublin Corporation 
Traffic Control Freephone -1800 29 39 49 or see Aertel pages 610-614

13/14 Aungier St., Dublin 2
1850 665577

GREAT SOUTHERN 

HOTELS

OPUS If Sheet Music. Nation­
wide Mail Order, 01 677 8571

sipds Xuung %(j

Merrion Square Area

SI. Stephen's Green Area (inc. Earlsfort Terrace, Adelaide Road, Charlemont Street!

The College of 

Integrative Acupuncture 

3-year part-time

B&B free 

Midweek Spociala 
Commence your 3 day break on 

Sunday, Monday or Tuesday 
£105.00 per person sharing 

3 Dinner, B&B 
Candle Light Dinner For 2 Tor 

£19.96 
For reservation call 

044 45777

Markey Robinson. Lauri Best, 
Peter Collis R.H.A., Cecil

Maguire R.U.A., Alan Kenny, 
Deirdre O'Donnell eta.

All on-street parking will be prohibited on these routes from Thursday 3rd September at 
17.00 hrs to Friday 4th September at 16.00 hrs. Traffic will be severely restricted along 
these routes from 09.30 hrs to 16.00 hrs on Friday 4th September. Traffic will 
generally be permitted to cross the South Circular Road/Grand Canal route except at 
Ranelagh Bridge and Mount Street Bridge.

2 nts. B&B + 1 Dinner 
£105.00 pps

2 nts. B&B £89.00 pps
3 nts. DBB £155.00 pps

Reservations 1850 377 000

A BARGAIN BREAK IN CLARE 
SUPER VALUE £99 p.p.a. 

(3 Nts. B&B + 2 Dinners) 
2 Nts. B&B 4- ID £69 p.p.s. 

Visit Lahinch, 
Cliffs of Moher, Doolin, 

Bunratty Castle & Folk Park. 
Enjoy our new 

THADY O'NEILLS 
Pub & Restaurant 

TWO MILE INN HOTEL/ 
BEST WESTERN 
061-326255

4 nights with breakfast, dinner 
and wine each day for just. 

£200pps in the Killarney Ryan 
Hotel & Leisure Centre and 
£220ppsin the Galway Rvan 

Hotel & Leisure Centre. 
TEL: 1 850 77 77 77 
RYAN HOLIDAYS

Friday 4th Sept. Ham — 9pm 
Saturday 5th Sept 1 lam - 8pm 
Sunday 6th Sept. 12noon - 6pm

Tuesday 22nd beptemoer 

6.30-8pm

OLD PH( 
COPIED & COU- 

RESTOR.

Psychotherapy 

Foundation Course 

Commencing Sat 12th Sept 1998 
For full details telephone Breda 

at Irish Association of Holistic
Medicine 01 671 2917

Fingal County Council Area 
Phoenix Park 

Ashtown Gale

Navan Road - Ashtown to M50 

M50 - from Navan Road to Ml interchange 

Coolock Lane

Ml from M50 to Dublin Airport

SPECIAL SEPTEMBER OFFER 

CARRIGART HOTEL 

Co. Donegal 
Any 3 days D/B&B £118 pps 

Weekends from £78 pps 
2 Children Under 7 free 
Indoor Pool, Free Golf 

TEL.O74 56114

a-

NOIX1Q3 
TVtO3clS

3DBB - £149 pp, 4 & 5 day 

programme also available.

STARTING UP
your shop? Save £'s. Every- 
thing at D.D.C. Tel: 453 5605

Sutton, Clontarf, I 
Malahide, Dublin , 

The northsides fave 
school for children 

and adults with a 
city-centre Theal

EDMUND  ̂

Artist & Phot^ 

59 Grafton I 

Dublin 

Tel: 677 0065/(

Where the past is always 

present
THE LISMORE HOTEL 
LISMORE HERITAGE TOWN 

CO. WATERFORD 
JULY/AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
3 nights D/B/B£l30pps
3 nights B/B 2D £115 pps 
2 nights B/B ID £75 pps 

Golf. Fishing, Guided walks, 
Lismore Castle Gardens and 

much more.
The ideal centre from which to 
tour the Munster Blackwater 

Valley. Knockmealdown 
Mountains and Mount Mellory 

Abbey.

THE HIBERNIAN 

HOTEL 

£27 per person (inc. breakfast) 
£10 4 course dinner 

For Reservations 
Phone 022 21588 

Fax 022 22632

Dancing 10 -2am. Late Bar 
Friday Country Night 

BIG TOM

POETRY IN MOTION 

September 18 th 

Clifden Arts Week 
Seamus Heaney 

At
THE STATION HOUSE 

HOTEL

We give SUPERCLUB pointe 

Call Tore at (064) 31611 

or Rosslare (053) 33233 or 

Call Central Reservations 

(01) 214 4800

BARRYS 

HOTEL

Tel. 8749407/8746943 
Tonight 

Doc's Dance with 

LOUISE MORRISSEY

Coast Road, Barna Village. 
Galway

2B&B + 1 D 

£89 per person sharing 

Including Week ends 

Enjoy superb food in our 
fabulous new restaurant 
3 mins from Barna Golf 

& Country Chib 
Tel: 091 592368 
Fax: 091 592485

Take your pick of two luxurious 

hotels in two wonderful holiday 

resorts. The Tore, Killamey and 

the Great Southern, Rosslare. 

Our 3 day programme for the 

over 55's includes welcome 

reception, free half-day tour, 

short mat bowling, evening 

entertainment, free transfer 

to/from bus/train stations and 

much more.

Dublin Corporation Area 
Main Phoenix Park Road 

Conyngltam Road

Grand Canal/South Circular Road from Island Bridge to Haddington Road and Mount Street
Thomas Ryan R.H.A., 

James English, Padraig Lynch, 
Rosita Manahan, Carl 

Strickland, Desmond Carrick 
R.H.A., Maeve Taylor, George 
Walsh. James Nolan R.H.A.. 

George Gillespie, Liam Treacy, 
Brett McEnlagart R.H.A.. 

Pauline Scott, Desmond Hickey, 
David Hone R.H.A., Charles 

Lamb R.H.A., Harrie McManus,

Prospectus and Enquiries 

Linda Heffernan 
Galway

Sr.

fund was

r 1

Motorists are advised that there will be major traffic disruption in the areas affected by 
these traffic restrictions. They are advised to avoid any unnecessary journeys in the affected 
areas at the times stated. People travelling to Dublin Airport should note that long delays
are likely particularly in the afternoon/evening period of Friday 4th September. Motorists 
are advised to allow plenty of time for such journeys.

Congratulations to Dermot Ryan 
who came 1st In Ireland and 

2nd in the World in The 
Certified Diploma in Accounting 
& Finance exams in December

SEPTEMBER
8UPERB LOUGH SALE 

MALLOW 
Luxury Accommodation & 

Nightly Entertainment
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Trimble agrees

to meet Adams '35
r

r.' ii A

for peace talks

ningi
ofp<ig of all fon 

violence."

■

group responsible for the 
Omagh bombing. In the Dail, 
the Irish Prime Minister, Bertie

A

Bii
Re­

place as early a: 
AlUiough Mr

Sinn Fein refused to beThe announcement was wel
dude Mr Adams in that series, corned by the British and Irish drawn on whether the ap|>oint “could act without dcl^y" to fol 

Tony Blair has privately en- governments. Mr Blair claimed ment should be semi n« a <sion i™» ••••♦ w — t-
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by Andrew Grice and 
David McKittrick

ri

them. That trust can only start 
to be built by the commence­
ment of decommissioning and 
an ending of all forms of para­
military violence."

In London and Dublin, the 
Commons and the Dail met si­
multaneously to rush through 
the far-reaching anti-terrorist 
legislation aimed at ending the 
activities of the Real IRA the

I
THE NORTHERN Ireland peace 
process moved into a new

one-to one talks could take 
place as early as next week.

AlUiough Mr Trimble might 
avoid the public handshake might prove ineffective. He be 

lieved the Irish government 
might then opt for the intern 
ment without trial of terrorist 
suspects, a power retained in 
Dublin but not included in the 
British legislation.

Mr Blair replied (hat Britain

Ahern, said the Real IRA had
disgraced themselves, adding: 

_______________________ __________ “You cannot hope to take on the 
, Gerry Adams (left) and David TUmble, who are to meet, people of Ireland and win."
sources said last night that the although a public handshake is highly unlikely hi the Commons, Mr Irimble
___ «------- ----------------u .-u- warned Mr Blair that he feared

the measures to crack down on 
groups such as the Real IRA,

'Jr J .

highly significant As First 1 
ister, Mr Trimble is expected to 
hold a series of separate sessions 
with the individual party leaders 
in the province. He will now in

'■

Relief and anger greet releases, page 7 
Leading article, 
Review, page 3

phase last night as it emerged 
that the Ulster Unionist leader 
and First Minister, David 'nim­
ble, was ready to meet the Sinn 
Ftein president, Gerry Adams, 
for face-to face talks

sought by the Sinn Ftein presi­
dent, the planned meeting is
..................  • ■ ~ ’.Min

’■it

________

7

... ww ..

INSIDE
Omagh's legacy of sadness and hope, page 6

Mb

Sc

The unprecedenlcd meet 
Ing would follow next Monday's 
talks between Mr 'Irimble and 
other pailv leaders in Northern 
Ireland, including Mr Adams, 
about the workings of the pro 
posed new Assembly. Reliable 
sources said last night

r



it was “a piacticai and important of an IRA willingness to start troduced in the Irish Republic 
step forward" and said the de- disarming. But it said it hoped But he behoves such a mow by 
commissioning of terrorist it would push the peace process Dublin is unlikely.
weapons within two years was foiward with increased speed. In another development the

)l"''
I speed.

the murder of a Catholic 
teenager in north Be^t

right 
Bri w■■ s

should be “a thing of the past" demned by Ute family of thm 
Mr Trimble welcomed the year old, and by Sinn Fei

Labour back

peace appointment of Mr McGuin- 
r last ness but said that he would

ternational body overseeing

gotiator, Martin McGuinness, than playing word games". ment if Unionists do not trust statement on Tuesday.
1

Police in 12 countries swoo on Internet child
Sex ringAN INTERNATIONAL child BY JASON BENNETTO

dren. In at least

Ing
chili «gheounselH

late last year after a
John.

nearly 90,000 pornographic pho­
tographs of children, described
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pulled
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Teachers will fight plans 
by ministers to introduce

ujphile and pornography net
work, known as the Wonderland

1

,an Prime
packed his

for membership is to have at 
least 10,000 explicit pictures of
children stored on computer. z . r

Detectives managed to crack tographs of ch..v»
the Internet club, protected by by the officer in charge of the op­ 

passwords and codes, which eration as "stomach-churning", tions, 105 addresses thn

tries were arrested and more for membership is to have at 
than 100,000 imaf-
sexually
girisand . , „
have been recovered during a 
series of raids. Police believe

In another development the
mt de- Secretary of State for Northern .

fei

,vvJ images, including 
’ explicit pictures of
I boys as young as two, 
;n recovered during a

Scots Guards, James Fishe 
and Mark Wright, who hail 
been serving life sentences fa

pornography “club" run on the Crime Correspondent 
Internet has been smashed by
.................. “ * ‘hey '

doph

■.?. W’

was disem

was expected by Labour back- British officials 
benchers worried about in- prised by the 
fringemenls of civil liberties. i.»w

Ona..............................
menls 11

A chief constable b 
ElOm to four men 
accused police of c 
prosecu*’'"' '/D"

couraged such a meeting, which ii
he believes would give further step forward" and said the de- disarming. Bi 
momentum to the  
process. But the Prime I
suffered a set back last night

/ lhe USOj^^'^ndof

members used to exchange School teachers were a^he lvn .. 
sexually explicit images of chil- those arrested worldwit^j™™ *ere ( 

 J L. ! I in network
British police officers after a they have uncovered a pae- Britain, a man had been film- chance after a police of
chance discovery at a house on dophile and pornography net Ing himself having sex with ited a house in St L«
the south coast work, known as the Wondetiand children and swapping the pic- near Hastings, East

About 50 men from 12 coun- Club, in which the requirement tures with dub members.
------------------- ■--■ ---•------- *---------- ■-—■ • 1\vo of the men arrested in United States customs i 

England were found to have who were investigating 
-----— --------------arate porn j__

In one <

Portugal
will a - -'

1SUSINESS

“PPear,

1 day of major develop­
ments in the peace process, 
Sinn fiein finally agreed to ap­
point a contact with the m

weapons within two yeaio 
a vital part of a lasting settle- 
---------1 hopc“------------- '

i

i- President Bill Clinton|fes 
..coo but said that he would into Belfast today for a t 
urge Republicans in next slay which will include a v , 
week's talks to “take the next Omagh with Mr Blair. 1

said yesterday, it is hoped Mr necessary step of actual de States pressure is believ > /

_____________ , ________ „ McGuinness’s appointment will commissioning". He warned: have been important in h I 
the decommissioning of arms, reassure Unionist opinion be- "Republicans can play no part ing about the flurry of a< 1
This is to be the party's chief ne- cause it is “a Di m deed rather in Northern Ireland's govern which began with Mr Ad;

«'pto
company

INSIDE
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on its anti terrorist measures would be many more difficulties tation
after protests that the legislation along the way, but added: "I agreen   
was being railroaded through have no doubt things are on the tiative. It described as a 'land the murder of a
Parliament. As MPs sat late move and we are moving in the mark" 'hiesday ’s statement b 
into Die night, a second rebellion right direction." from Mr Adams that violence 1992. Her action was

HOME

Tony Blair declared his 
strong opposition to ITV's

prised by the progress that 
has been made in the p------
process so soon after »»» 

process, month's Omagh atrocity which 
'' - claimed 28 lives and, sources

said yesterday, it is he—*

The ------------ ------------
when 16 Labour MPs voted ment "I hope the process begins scribed the appointment of Mr Ireland, M J Mowlam, yesterday 
against a government motion to as soon as possible," he said. McGuinness as a further im- ordered lhe release of tw» i 
cut short the Commons debate Mi- Blair told MPs that there portant step in the implemen- " ' ~ ’

----- .---------- -ould be many more difficulties tation of the Good Friday
nt and a significant ini-
desenbed as a “lai J



N0IiVAa3S3dd OlOHd

HOME NEWS 9THE IRISH TIMES, Saturday, September 5. 1998

The Clinton Visit

First Lady Ireland
joins USadopts a in $5m

■ marinestrategy ■

researchof ignoring
projecti '■ ‘i! ■

the pressure By Lorna Siggins, 
Marine Correspondcnl■«

■ • pt ■RELAND and the United Stales are to
2" J ’SiE

three years after the
2.

T,:.
Later they walked together 

Omagh and at the peace gathering in 
that night Hillary sat and smiled as 
I___ I _ ——l.- 1 U 4F
the young ■ 
speech toSE & t and modelling, < 

lology, seabed hr,8
I'.;,they appeared close as they I 

ly about the arrangements for ■ a

cally close and very ,s Resources, Dr Woods, said the combined
results of the work would help Use sustainable

this seems
:nt call can

•’
and is panic-teaEither

•te'
the former US president, John F. Kennedy,
three decades ago when he sent a US research

that she

$

W
Conference

countrywatch.^The question of why^she  ̂. playmg |

■
■■

development of our marine’resource,
• * - tential for "an additional

n-,-w

on access i. .... 
Ireland has

exactly what Mrs Clinton had bought, 
id so she had adopted the role of ordi- 
ourisl yesterday with no formal engage­

disappointing many across the 
who have been on full-tipe Hillary 

The question of why she fe playing

(ration (NOAA).
The initiative ------------- —-

signing of a joint marine research accord dur­
ing Mr Clinton's last visit to Ireland in De-

>1
untapped res

Now we < 
eyes. A ' 
walked  
dal and it is I

■ '’1

'l -V

suiting survey .-----------  „
the Glude Report, is regarded as 

influential consultancy stud-

vunm ... ^....ucracy 
on Wednesday: “If 

voices of women 
threats to make 
tical world once

. ...* morn­
in Belfast, 
looked the

_____ __  ___ ____ r ------- :.--23 the 
country was so impressed with back in 1995. 

She spoke to the Women in DemocratShe spoke to the W 
Conference in Belfast ... 
you listen you can hear the 
who withstood jeers and I. 
themselves heard in a politi 
reserved primarily for men.”

, non-exis- 
yet to arrive, 

ne of this seen

research programme, . 
has announced The 

five years, will involve Cvimw. 
this State's Marine Institute 
National Oceanic and Atmosph

“— walked together through 
----- in Armagh 

.... ...... —----------------- -s her hus­
band spoke. Later she told Sharon Haughey, 
.u----------woman who delivered the welcome

 the President, that she was very 
proud of her.

a $5 million marine 
nme, President Clinton 
■"he programme, lasting 

collaboration between 
and^the US

feel-good kind 
r .,_?ntly for itself. N ,  

guage experts need have applied.
On her last visit she made a speed) which 

was music to ears of Mni na hEireann. 
her audience, were the great 
x of the world.

*

■ WI
had the | 
jobs and 
economy over ... 

NOAA has the

y yiLARY CLINTON held

| I fro

Recent disclosures have placed Hillary Clinton in an 
uncomfortable situation. Roisin Ingle watched the

First Lady’s progress from Belfast to Dublin

I

I'LK. z -*•ml '■

for devel­
opment never got the support of any Irish 
government — a situation which did not help 
Ireland's case in negolialing its fisheries deal 
on access to the European Union.

Ireland has the second-largest and most

■ 1

her hus- 
--------- ---------------... ...................  goodbye
I ■ from a rain-soaked Dublin Airport 

JL JLalmost three years ago Journalists 
recorded this development from behind a se- 
---- 1‘- cordon, some of them exchanging 

 It was a feel-good kind of moment 
that spoke eloquently for itself. No body Ian-

 /.

should see the college
At the House of Ireland on Nassau Street 

she cooed over the Waterford Crystal and 
Belieek Pottery and made some mystery pur­
chases. 'She enjoyed a private shopping visit 
here,” said a spokeswoman, who refused to 
reveal e.—:' ““  -------‘-------------

And so l--------------- ,-------
nary tourist yesterday with no I 
ments. disappointing many

5*

which 
potential for "an additional 7,000 

I a £450 million conlribution to the 
f over the next five years”.

..w‘. lhe largest marine research
fleet in the world, with 26 vessels and I 5,000 
staff. Il is responsible for fisheries research, 
the :.......... .. ............................ ...the US national weather service, manage­
ment of marine sanctuaries and resource as­
sessment.

It has a l---------------------------------- r
ularly experienced in resource mapping. 

The agreement mirrors an initiative by

lanagcment in fisL 
, i the coastal zone, 

voting on the announcement, the 
foi the Marine and Natural 

, Dr Woods, said the combined' a;

il

Women, she told her audience, were the great 
— J resource of the world.
vw we observe Hillary through different 
As she toured Ireland this week she 

in the shadow of an unsavoury scan- 
-■*her reaction to it, not her gender 

:nt skills, that intrigue. 
------- fidelity has become the 

--------- ------- Hillary Clinton is mea- 
Every grin, grimace and wave is dis- 
until a satisfactory judgmei 

de about her state of mind.

■

empowerment sk ills, that i
Bill Clinton's infidelit 

barometer by which Kiiia 
sured. -----
sccted until  
be made about her state u.-------

Monica Lewinsky has managed to keep a 
low personal profile since the scandal erupted 
but Hillary has had no such opportunity. The 
First Lady’s Oscar-winning performances 
from Moscow to Belfast suggest she refuses to 
be cast as victim in this tacky American soap 
opera that has left a bad impression with 
everyone.

She could not have been mor 
one imagines, at the headlines on 
ing that followed her first ni"u‘ 
She had grinned and waved t-------------
model of the tough 1990s woman

This contradicts stories that followed the 
couple to Dublin. There is talk that the atmo­
sphere in the presidential car has been decid­
edly icy. Conversation, according to the 
inevitable rumours, is practically
tent, suggesting a thaw has y- - - 

Outwardly, al least, none

uhcc uevades ago when he sent a US research 
team to Ireland on the invitation of the 
Taoiseach. Mr Sedn Lemass

The resulting survey of the fishing sectot, 
known as ll.v C' ’ ” - --
one of the most
ies to date.

However, its recc 
opment never

> -• ■■ .

It
s

-

..._ .... Clinton's last visit to Ireland in De­
cember 1995.  .

Under the programme, Irish and US sci­
entists will conduct research and surveys on 
the Continental Shelf from NOAA research 
ships and the Marine Institute vessel, Celtic 

The programme will concentrate on ocean 
monitoring, assessment and modelling, ocean 
forecasting and climatology, seabed habitat 
mapping; and resource management in fish­
eries, aquaculture, and on the coastal zone.

Commenti - ----------------------- •*“
Minister

tent, suggesting :------------------ ---------
Outwardly, at least, none of this seems to 

affect Hillary. She swept confidently out of 
her car for the reception at the Royal College 
of Surgeons yesterday "all loud voice and 
loud jewellery", as one observer put it. 

Earlier that morning, Bertie Ahern's 
ner, Celia Larkin, accompanied Mrs Cli 
to Trinity College where they spent 
hour perusing the Book of Kells. Sh

> ?

** Offstage one observer remarked that there 
was no dtscernibk tension between the two. 
A source said E. ------ J *“-
chatted privately 
the next day.

“They seemed physically dose and very 
much together,” they said.

This contradicts stories —-*

7b?:

ipart- 
... -linton 

.nt half an 
She said it

was a subject she was particularly ir 
in and that H was a personal wish



is no clearer than when iKT first

President Clinton and his wife, Mrs Hillary Rodham Clinton, talk to each other before a reception with business and community 
leaders at the Royal College of Surgeons in Dublin yesterday. Photograph: Doug Mills/AP

have worked. One newspaper awarded her a
title ("Queen of Belfast") straight out of the 
dictionary of Diana Others declared that she

yesterday’s victim and tomorrow's

Taoiseachheroine.
When her husband arrived in the Not th

LOTTOannouncesknow how

Mitchell
DOUBLE DRAWsaid her 

lizard's". the United States.

It's great to be back in Dubli I make the pledge here today: No actions of 
any organisation will quench the Good Fri- TODAYany organisation will 
day candle of peace.

- Bill Clinton. — Taoiseach Bertie Ahern.

Acan,™ ___  ll,cre “d' D,rt
irini g the 
Dublin.

- Patricia McKenna, Green Party MEP.

Dublin crowds waited course at a university in the Republic. The 
scholarships will be worth around S2S.OOO

QQ- in rain and in vain unistered by the US-
v Washington-based

Gov- n
small

irgeons in 
either the z-J40 min­

ted a grant of 
the Kennedy

iy, he

dowr
Joe fc Education. Mr

rmalion and cominur

10 a.in.: Makes speech in O'Connell Street area of Limerick, may 
be followed by walkabout.

2.30 p.m.: Plays I
Dick Spring. Mr

I at Bailybunion 
McCreevy and t

for Shannon airport and the flight

approximate and subject to change/.L IT COULD DE YOU

1

/
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Return fare from Dublin.

..................... IW?”
ine responded: "Ye« »

the “smart
2000

Minister for
rti" and the

n Golf Club with Mr 
:vy and the club captain, Mr

co

in Sudan 
ticularcriti  

t the scandal, I 
fix. It got him

auing with 
it a tripaiti

The Taoiseach also am 
$800,000 to the Irish Festi 
Centre in Washington, wh

ier. People think he’s
1 don't."

m La- 
— he's a

ind’,r. ,ryin8 ,o aid ,he

---------- --------------“Yes, a 
don't take it down we'll take it 
you."

Mrs Pat Corcoran, on

Scholarships."
Each US student will receive free fees, 

accommodation and travel for a postgraduate 
.....................   •- ““iblic. The

Clinton 
arrived.

Growing speculation that at some point 
within the next 10 years Hillary Rodham 
Clinton will divorce her husband and run for 
presidential office herself could have every­
thing to do with why she I

I. Discussions are 
lish government to

"J" Tf UDDLED under umbrellas, a small 
crowd wailed in vain for a glimpse 

n of President Bill Clinton's arrival at 
JL JLthe Royal College of Surgeons in

contini
make it

■»ch also announced 
:.LL r.-tival at C------------- -

ihington, which will take place 
May.

in Arab countries, held 
“* “*-----“Jt troops out

ly identifying 

hi, ..

_

President Clinton’s schedule 

TODAY 
Limerick city and Bailybunion

American air strikes 
ghanistan came r------- -
happened - ’
wonder if l_. 
off the front 
after the Om:

. ..------------------ up people without know­
ing or caring who they are — just like the 
Real IRA.

.loyal
Ireland. Gardai kept

« Remember, rhe winning numbers drown for rhe regular LOTTO draw and rhe Special Extra Draw ore separate 

Your number selection con win prizes In both draws.

I'm glad that worked out OK. 
Ahern, relieved that .... 

Ironic signing at the^Gateway

ed by Ms Trina Vargo, for­
mer foreign policy adviser to Senator Edward 
Kennedy.

Mr Ahern also announced that
:nt would provide £1 million 
 for Project Citizen, a progi-  

bring together schools and youth groups on 
both sides of the Border. The scheme will be 
run by Co-operation Ireland.

Earlier President Clinton had pledged the 
------------------ ---------

the next day, he was said to be pleased that 
Hillary had received such positive publicity 
in the nation’s press. It has also been 
reported that he was —- — *------ •-—•
her speech to the conference had gone.

‘ • reaction to the part of her husband's 
to the Assembly in which he said he 

I to “salute the women” is not 
British commentator 
and closed “like a

came in for parti 
at the same tim  . 

c thing is a fix. It got him 
It's disgraceful, especially 
nibing. There was no need

the crowds at either the 
- —CulTe Streets or 

's Green.

four-ball 
----------  ....• Charlie i 
Brian McCarthy.
8.50 p.m.: Leaves Ballybun 
home.

A lone American 
against US policies ...  
aloft a placard saying "American 
of Persian Gulf now!" Initially 
himself as "Joe America", Boston

next March to

plored, Dr Woods said.
He looked forward to working with US 

Commerce Secretary Daley on implementa­
tion of the programme.

By Margaret E. Ward 

‘UDDLED under umbrellas 
crowd wailed in vain f

her^peech to u« 

speech t_ 2— —  
wanted to “salute 
recorded — though one 
said her eyes opened

Late moming/eariy afternoon: Records weekly radio message for 
US audience.

always

ernmer

bril— •

ihern also announced that the < 
...~..iu ri —over I

programme to

■■Mius.. aa jOC Amen
Bagnulo, who lives in
the only way------*- -

St StephenS wave 
Io their dismay, h, 
emerged from a 
building

each.
The fund will be admin-------  '

Ireland Alliance, a new Washingioi 
organisation headed by Ms Trina Var

guna Beach, California, said: 
good President and he's try-- — 
peace process in Irelar 4 "

s Black
—... —zt aaaaM. i ilCTC'S HO

im, we're only waiting to go 

who didn’t want to 
, words for Pres-

set up an Irish-Ameri- 
;nt fund to allow highly 

ersilies, the Taoiseach an- 
the College of Surgeons
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An additional £500,000 will be divided among March 5 -t- Donus, Match 5,4 and 3 + &bnus Number winners.

• If rhe Special Extra Draw Jockpot is not won. this £500,000 will be shared by rhe Match 5 + Donus and 
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JACKPOT
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£2 MILLION

cation,
technolc„, . 
advantaged and advanced skills training.

Later the two men launched UCD's Cen­
tre for American Studies at Newman House 
in St Stephen's Green in Dublin.

> anxious to 
ference had g

 QUOTES OF
—-------------- - ___lin —

though there's a little ram here, it's ai 
bright and sunny for me here.

Mr Ahern said the scholarships awarded 
would be similar to the Rhodes scholarships 
at Oxford University, and would “bring 
world-class students from the United S'ates 
into our world-class universities... As a last- 

to his contribution to the 
future on this island, the

junctions of Harcourt and Cut’ 
Grafton Street and St Stephen's

His arrival was delayed by c._. _
utes until 12.35 p.m., leaving a largely inter­
national crowd wailing m the rain outside the 
St Stephen’s Green Shopping Centre. Much 

' : was not visible when he 
limousine to enter the 

building.
Ms Heike Lasarzewske, from the 

Forest region of Germany, said: "Ther 
reason to see him, we’re or  
into the park."

Aiofe from Galway, ... 
give her last name, had strong • .... 
ident Clinton. “I think he's getting away with 
murder People think he's brilliant, person-

|HE Government will contribute 
£2 million to s------------*-:-u *-------1
can endowment
 -"Clified US postgraduate students 

attend Irish universi' ‘ ‘
nounced during !1,_ .. 
reception in Dublin.

ing monument
agreed peaceful . ....
scheme will be known as the George Mitchell

— Mr Ahern praising I lie role of the United 
Slates

Mr Clinton blows

Ireland
capital c
— Mr Clinton at the Gateway 2000 com­
puter factory in Dublin.

scholarship
By Andy Pollak, 
Education Correspondent

TC
Irish

Earlier, the Minister for Education and 
Science, Mr Martin, and the US Secretary of

Mr Richard Riley, met to discuss 
areas of mutual interest such as special edu­
cation, information and communications 
technology in schools, education for the dis- 
-•-""taged and advanced skills Iraining.

014073038

’, Boston-bom R... 
London, said: "This is 
-------- y something be- 
 >.Mia ia so bigoted.’’ 

jnulo was asked to take the sign

possible.
In reality, whether they are 

or walking yards apart when 
Washington tomorrow the state of ,»%» 

rered until Presi-

the only way people can say 
cause the American media is s<

Mr Bagnulo was asked to take the sign 
down by a garda identifying himself as Sgt 
Joe Keane. “Is it against the law?" he asked.

Sgt Keane responded: "Yes, and if you 
j__.. -u. .. u----- ----- •« .-L- down for

Hea'Jhr0™

r

amount to the 1 
-h the 

ipartite project.
The Taois

.1 and Af­
ar criticism. “It

■1 >u« same time as 
the whole thir- - - * 

after't'he Omagh bombing?..... 
for an air strike," she said.

long haul, then she can only benefit by being 
close to the seat of power for as long as 

holding hands 
they leave for 

state of theirWashington tomorrow the 
union is unlikely to be uncovc  
dent Clinton goes back to being plain old Bill. 
And maybe not even then — if the First Lady 
intends becoming the first lady President of 
I.- I IA

'bS'
husband 1 

r-------  -... ’f could have every­
thing to do with why she has chosen to ride 
out this turbulent wave.

If, as is suspected, she is in politics for the
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Secretary of State Mo Mowlam last mght 
apologised to the father of Peter McBride lor 
not informing him personaly that his son's

.... P2.3,5,6,7.8,9,17,18 
.................................. P4
..... .............................P6

By William Graham 
Political Correspondent
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I she regretted that the dead 
teenager’s fattier, also named Peter, had heard 
on radio of the release of guardsmen James 
Fisher (30) and Mark Wnght (23). 

The soldiers were freed from prison on 
Tuesday night after serving six years of their We 
sentences for the murder of 18-year-old Peter 
McBride in north Belfast

The dead teenager’s mother Jean, above, 
yesterday vowed to launch a campaign to have 
the two soldiers removed from the army - and 
she hoped to enlist the help of US President Bin 
Clinton.

Father-of-two Peter McBride was shot in the 
back by the Scots Guards after being searched 
in the New Lodge area of the city.

ICES 
iN IN 
:ACY

'. NORTHERN IRELAN 

®, SEPTEMBER 2ND

THE President of the United States Bill Clinton is due to arnve 
today with a brave message of hope lor the future - that the 
Good Friday agreement is taking root and tliat the enemies of 
peace will be defeated

British Prime Minister Tony Blair was expected at Belfast 
international Airport to meet Mr Clmton who was travelling on 
board Air Force One - First Lady Hillary Clinton had journeyed 
to Belfast a day earlier on Air Force Two.

This presidential visit will add impetus to the Irish peace 
process which has already picked up [race as a result of Gerry 
Adams's signal that violence must be a thing of the past. over, 
done with and gone.

A huge security operation coordinated by the American 
secret service and the RUC was ready to swing into place and a 
motorcade preparer! to speed Mr Clinton to Parliament 
Buildings, Stormont

On the steps of Stormont - a place once described as a 
Protestant parliament for a Protestant people - Mr Clinton Is 
due to receive a joint greeting by the unionist and nationalist 
leaders of Nortiiern Ireland's new power-sharing assembly. 
David Trimble and Seamus Mallon

The symbolic significance of Mr Clinton First going to meet the 
108 assembly members underlines the American president s 
firm conviction that the Good Friday agreement is the 
touchstone for political progress into the future.

After the Stormont meetings with all the political parties. Mr 
Clmton s schedule includes a keynote speech at the Uhterfront 
Hall. He also goes to the site of the new Springvale campus of 
the University of Ulster in west Belfast, visits Omagh and the 
site of the bombing which killed 28 people and injured 220 and 
then in the evening he travels to Armagh lor talks with church 
leaders and to take part in a peace and reconciliation event.

Undoubtedly, the most sombre and moving part of President 
Clinton's visit will be in Omagh where he will hear from 
survivors and relatives of the dead

He will convey to them the condolences of the American 
people who, along with people throughout the world, were 
shocked by this terrible bombing which led to the largest loss of 
life of any single incident In Northern Ireland

Mr Clinton will also reflect on another terrible act of violence - 
the burning to death of three children in their Ballymoney home 
at the height of the Drumcree crisis.

These will be moments of deep reflection lor President 
Clinton but again his message will be a powerful one in tliat the 
oeoole of Ireland liave the coi iraoe to face the future and will not



allow the ship d peace - the Good Friday 
Instead Mr Clinton will advtse that the (
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Mr Clinton will leave Stormont 
and arrive at the Waterfront Hall 
where he will be met by the Lord 
Lieutenant of Belfast, colonel
James Elliot Wilson, the lord
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Belfast councils 

The president Is 
have a number 
meetings and

,1 In the immediate 
aftermath of the attack.

Before Gpm Mr Clinton will 
arrive in Ai ■> 
from Omagh 
Lord Lieutenant the 
Caledon. 

The me’ 
present c.. 
president.

The president will also meet 
with church leaders in The Mall 
- the Most Rev Lord Eames 
(Lord Archbishop of Armagh), 
Most Rev Sean Brady

___ - -

s
-

operating ir 
Later the 

keynote 
Watt

two pupils from schools on the go to Market Street where a Clinton will visit together with
peaceline - Gerard Quinn, plaque will be unveiled near to the prime minister’s wife Cherle
Corpus Christi College and the scene of the bombing. Then the Playboard Scheme In
Margaret Glbney, Mount Gilbert at High Street wreaths will be Belfast.
Community College. laid at shops which lost staff In» Playboard has for the past

• ' in the afternoon Mr the explosion. eight years undertaken research

F- 1
....

Borough of 
James Clarke, 

reeled to 
ivate

. . with 
representatives of the Industrial
Development Board for 
discussions as well as having 
talks with senior company 
executives from US companies 

In Northern Ireland, 
president will give a 
address at the 

terfront Hall before departing 
er midday for Springvale
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i Late Night Thurs.-Sun. 2-6 p.m. [ 
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The Clinton party will then go 

inside Parliament Buildings and 
be J—.., - ------------------- -
Lore 
president Is expected to sign the 
visitors book.

Following this there will be a 
number of private meetings and 
the president will also meet a 
delegation of congressmen.

In the I---------"--------1-'-u —
the first floor of the east wing u> 
Parliament Buildings Mr Clinton 
will meet with Northern 
Ireland's newly elected 108 
assembly members.

About an hour-and-a-hal( later

Gpm
Armagh by helicopter 

and be met by the 
Earl of

140 - 144 ANDERSONSTOWN 

ROAD. BELFAST

OPEN LATE THURSDAY UNTIL 9 p.m.

17 FALCON ROAD
(off Boucher Road)

the afternoon Mr the explosion.
Mr Clinton and Mr Blair will

I

and training t 
violence and
children.
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mt will deliver a 
„ j. speech at the Mall green and 

«nc leisure centre then fly by helicopter to Dublin, 
itlal cavalcade will This morning first lady Hillary 

c.—. ...i.--------...||| VjSjt tOgether wjth

exp<
of prh 

may join y 
of the Indi

y agreement-to sink. 
• political leaders, while 

not lacing an easy road ahead, have demonstrated that they are 
risk-takers and the prize must be a peaceful future

Yesterday, ahead of the president's arrival from Moscow. 
Hillary Clinton was in Belfast to speak at the Women in 
Democracy conference

She said that “when my husband and I go to Omagh we will 
pay tribute to those who were murdered by the enemies of 
peace. They were mostly women and children. Catholic and 
Prolestanl, unionist and nationalist, young and old. They were 
people simply living their lives.''

Mrs Clinton praised the role of women in the search for peace 
and spoke about the courage and strength of generations of 
women.

She added that the United States would continue to do all M 
could to support Northern Ireland

“You will only move forward and, as you do, please know that 
America will stand with you.”

Prime Minister Tony Blair said yesterday that things were 
now moving in the nght direction m Northern Ireland and that 
the best response to the Omagh bombing was not to abandon 
the peace accord but to carry it forward vigorously and deny 
those opposed to the democratic process.

The Dail and the Commons rushed through tough new 
legislation to deal with dissidents, although there have been 
strong questions posed about the dangers of human rights 
abuses.

Taoiseach Bertie Ahem has said that the message to those 
who carried out the Omagh bombinf-------- *■-------------*
hope to take on the people ol Ireland

Clearl - ---------- *--------
Aherns._... ----------- --—
teach them to respect the strength of Irish democracy.'

A 4'6" Luxury 
Airsprung £4AA 
Divan for

Later
Clinton will travel by helicopter
from Belfast City Airport and speak with emergency workers, 
arrive at Omagh. He will drive to many of whom attended the

THIS is the schedule for today's 
visit to Northern Ireland by the 
President of the United States, 
Bill Clinton.

He will arrive at Belfast 
International Airport on 
Airforce One from Moscow at 
around 8.30am this morning and 
be met by the Lord Lieutenant 
for County Antrim, Lord O'Neill, 
the prime minister Tony Blair, 
secretary of state Mo Mowlam, 
minister of state Paul Murphy, 
and the chief constable Ronnie 
Flanagan.

From the airport Mr Clinton 
will travel to Parliament 
Buildings Stormont where he 
will be met on the front steps by 
assembly first minister David 
” ■ " ' first

 i of Armagh <mu
All Ireland), Rev 

David Kerr (President Methodist 
Church In Ireland), and Rev Dr 
t-i— Dixon (Moderator 

  , terlan Church In IrelairJ'
after midday for Springvale Before the president's
where he will be met by the vice- ■------- |n The Mall members of the
chancellor of the University of Omagh leisure centre. There the public will be entertained by a
Ulster Lord Smith of Clifton, and prime minister and the cross-community choir and folk
the p.......................
Institute

principal of the Belfast president will meet with a large singer Mary Bk 
tute of Further and Higher number of relatives and The presider 

Education, professor Patrick survivors of the Omagh tragedy.
Murphy. On leaving the leisure centre

It is understood he will meet the president
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A wave from the First Lady outside the Waterfront HallAnti-terror

Bill to be

Kcnneally spoke after the President
-*

Government lias put the
_ ______ .1 ie -.v.

in the
nty. All Mrs Hillary Clinton waves to onlookers outside the Waterfront Hall, Belfast, yesterday when she arrived Io give a keynote address to 

a Women in Democracy conference. Photograph: Ben Curtis/PA. Report: page 9Guardsmen convicted of murdering Mr Peter 
in 1992 have been released from prison in the
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Bill will be passed by
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midnight

Dail and Commons in 

speedy joint moves

£
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Proves give ‘Real IRA* fortnl
•’ jvisional IRA has given the ‘

L •

Lx. uv .lOrth Western Health Board has “fully 
acknowledged that, had certain alternative actions been 
taken", it would have been effective in protecting the 
McColgan children from abuse by their father: page 6 

______ w________________might to disband: The 
Provisional IRA has given the ‘Real IRA’ a fortnight to 
disband otherwise “action will be taken” against members 
of both the paramilitary group and the 32 County 
Sovereignty Movement: page 8

I No need for monarch, says
1 Australian: A leading Australian

republican yesterday held up the 
President, Mrs McAleese, as 

^■1 evidence that his country no longer 
needed a British monarch as its 
head of state. The author Thomas 

, S Kenneally spoke after the President 
JZ made three important speeches to 
f audiences in Sydney. Australia is to 
t decide next year whether it should

By Geraldine Kennedy, in 
Dublin, and Rachel Donnelly, 
in London 
THE Presidential Commission

become a republic and replace 
J Queen Elizabeth with a president 
I by the year 2001: pageS 

released from prison: Two Scots
J ------iering Mr Peter McBride (18)

’ -’e North:

Dalkey house 

expected to 

sell for more 

than £3 million
• PROPERTY SUPPLEMENT ■■■■■■■

current spending has 
mt, significantly ahead of 
cent target. The figures 

------ 1 show significant 
from the Department

11O

H
IP
HH H H

Provisionals toll ‘Real 
IRA* to disband; Trimble 

to consult party on 
meetinfl with Adams: 

Clinton to bring strong 
message to North: page 9 
Clinton’s efforts still vital 

in push for Nl peace - 
Mary Holland: page IB 
Dail and Commons 
debates: pages 10-13 

The Offences

figures issued yesterday. E______ , ..
accelerated sharply to 9.5 per cent, sij 
the Minister for Finance’s 4 per c:-‘. 
arc only for one month and thus can : 
variations. There was no comment fr 
of Finance last night: page 20

Meehan to be flown back 
for trial from Holland
A Dublin man, Mr Brian Meehr 
back to Ireland from Holland L 
"”ard to face a charge of murder 
Veronica Guerin. Mr hicchcr 
Crumlin, was arrested in Am,,,, 
year by Dutch police: page 9

Health board accepts it could have been more 
effective: The Nortu - ” — ” -

A Dublin man, Mr Brian Meehan, is expected to be flown 
back to Ireland from Holland this morning under police 
guard to face a charge of murdering the journalist
Veronica Guerin. Mr Meehan (33), of Stanaway Road, 

-----vas arrested in Amsterdam on October 10th last

has been put on standby to sign
the Offences Against the State 
(Amendment) Bill into law at Aras 
an^jaciuariin tonight.

commission on notice that it is 
tion for tte Bill to^give immediate 

effect to the new measures to com­
bat paramilitary ' “■*
wake of the Omagh
stages of the Bill will - -----------
the Seanad today. The Offences Against the State

This move for an early signature (Amendment) Bill had an easy 
will enable gardai to use what the passage through the Ddil which 
Taoiseach described yesterday as was recalled in emergency session

pageS

Smurf it says recovery deferred: Jefferson Smurfit

Economy surges 
ahead with current 
spending up 9.5%
THE economy is still booming, according to official 
figures issued yesterday. However, current spending has

intly ahead o 
The figures
ignificant

lister
! fori

V
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Mock markets could laceMiuup uas waiucu tuai susmiimuie icvuvciy m me papt 
and packaging industry has been deferred by the Asian 
crisis: page 21

pope!
ported, some! i

lice. Only three^ 
the Caomnghin 61 

mus Fein), Mr Tonj
(Sinn new selling pressure todaynagh bombing continues to hang in the 

the GAA has refused to gram permission the Seanad, Senat. 
Mullooly - signs Bills 
the absence of the Pres interven­

premier Mr Boris Fyi 
nailed a contrary tack

By Brendan McGrath, 
Markets Editor

sig-- the

Court for Arbitration in Sport against the four-year ban 
imposed on her by FINA: page 26

nkfurt
t, but I"It creates a >myr<

jrintii
temporary led the Irish and 
ish markets to lose much of Icedurcs agaiBritish newspaper proprietor, Vis

has died at the age of 73: page 15

Waterford Wedgwood profits down: Higher interest 
U J . i ■: - -. al-, a _ __> a. _—.a

130-point gains on the Dow may 
unnerve investors, although 
sources said last night that they dofelt on

irity advice that it m 
' powers in the Bill, 
ild support it.tm, succeeding Andy 

d in the role. “It’s a gi

loss of 45 points.
/e a good few year
• he said: page 23

London and some of the civil libertarian 
than at any vations about the Bill. He branda defendant guilty: The UN tribunal on 

anda has found its first defendant guilty of genocide: prise that 1 
Tuesday's

EARN UP TO; Art historians,

6.6%
irators and 
la Vinci’s A

divic
ould ' new ideas to

an option, he adde 
ruled nothing out." lionai human rights obligations

mber was 26. There was no winner of the £ 1,517,579 
kpot. The numbers drawn in the UK lottery were 07, 19, 100 arrested as Internet

paedophile ring uncoveredCHART FOR I s1
15-'iwever, overnight fog 

ay take a while to clear
protected by a sophisticated 

option system which was de-

s, ,sj .ssrss, .asMaidenhead, Dartford, criminal offence with the passing 
’1"0n KeLynes 'nl° law °f lhe Child Trafficking 

ded./Die 11 men have and Pornography Act, 1997, on 
en bail while inquiries July 29th

This makes it an offence know-

corned the operation. Mr Nigel be jailed for 14 years.
Williams, director of Childnet, The Department of Justice has

NDEX 

Places... 4 pulled

ring were among the most active 
child pornographers using the 
Internet. Candidates had to be

THE IRISH TIMES 11-15D’ Dublin 2
recommended theof

and approved, and 
4th a library of at least CAR 6 8%

 
Internet address:

The identity of the members 
and their activities on the Internet in

i

1
ild

strength

Austrt
Germ...„  

Officers believe members of the

16''

balance because tl „._... - ---------
for one of its grounds to be used for the event: page 8

om the 
tread into 
: south-

5799959.
>773241.

h police 
■v w operation.
No arrests were made here.

costs and difficulties in the Asian markets have cut 
Waterford Wedgwood’s pre-tax profits by 12 per cent in 
the six months ended June 30th, 1998 page 20

De Bruin appeals against ban: Swimmer Michelle de 
Bruin has confirmed that she has filed an appeal with the

- A aLla——r  — u 

idlands Report. 2 Opinion  18 Sport  22-26 
ollege Places... 4 Letters  19 TV & Radio 32 
'odd News. 14,15 Finance  20-22 Crosswords 33

'A ’

.■^3.

used advanced computer 
_i—  ------------. jlg actjvj.

Sir*

that was mirrored when 
European markets

dominated by private inves- 
lookmg for bargains. The big 

itutional investors, who had 
out of the market when 

re falling, are still staying

some places. Highest 
mperatures from 17*C 
20"C. During the

the1' major _____

opened for business.

Advertising (01) 6773241. 
>://www.irish-times.com 
r: letlersed@irish-timcs.ie 

formation: itemail@irish-times.com

d Mr Bob Packham, thejieputj

“I am unaware 
operation that

4ft.

It

±.
■nffglarl

the--------------
the "draconian’ 
islation, the Pr ............
Tony Blair, told MPs that

e u

celift for Mona Lisa queried
.scum curators and restorers are..................................
>nardo da Vinci’s Mona Lisa should be freed of the 
Id-up over centuries of yellowed varnish: page 14

20"C. During the 
cningand after dark, 

oud and rain

GAA refuses ground for Omagh soccer match: The 
venue of an all-star soccer match to raise money for the 
victims of the Omagh bombing continues to hang in the

nominated i 
only those wit ,
10,000 child sex images were con­
sidered.

A PAEDOPHILE 
after «

sharply at the opening but 
ned in later trading and fin-

------------------ --------- ------------------ introduction of 
willing to op- a code of practice for service-pro- 
international viders to combat child pornog- 

ranhu

100 people w.
countries as

months to June 30th, 2000.
He also assured the D4il that 

the Government was satisfied on 
the advice available to it that the

Irish stock market gained
3 per cent in early trading, 

hares like Bank of Irelar-'

corned the 
Williams, .
•aid: "We •

IMt 
HIGHEST

spre
e west and the: 
est: page 2

cS

---------------------------------:. those
early gains. There may be further

ing" differences between lhe anti- Omagh bombing, 
terrorist legislation in London and said the "Real IF

The most surprising ....-------
lion came from the former Fine 
Gael leader, Mr Alan Dukes, who

said: "We are very pleased to 
that police forces are will: 
erate o..........'■ - :—
scale."
Joe Humphreys adds:

The Garda Slochdna  
to say last night whether or not it

will be a bright day in 
neral, with sunshine at 
nes everywhere.

Keane to captain Irish team: 
Roy Keane has been named as 
aptain of the Republic of Ireland 
□ccer team, succeeding Andy 
ownsend in the role. “It’s a great 
onour for me to be asked to 
plain the team and hopefully I’m 
jt going to let anybody down," he 
d reporters. Keane said he had 
tured during his time out of the 
ne with injury last season, 
ve changed and at 27 1 think I 
re a good few years left to prove

kpot. The numbers < 
. 33, 39 and 43 (09). 

EATHER

after a massive mUmational 
police operation built its member­
ship on an invitation-only basis 
and
technology to conceal its ■»■?■- 
ties, it emerged last night.

More than 100 people were ar­
rested in 12 countries as police 
targeted the Wonderland club, de­
scribed as one of the world's most 
sophisticated paedophile rings.

More than 100,000 indecent

tors I 
instil____
remained c 
prices were .u....^,, M,w *•■■■ 
clear. The 1SEQ closed up 1.2 per 
cent on the day.

London’s FTSE index pushed 
ahead shamlv ■■ lh» nwnana K.i> 
weakened in later trading i 
ished up just 1.3 per cent.

The major European markets 
put in more robust performances 
and the Frankfurt market — by 
far the most exposed to the Rus­
sian r-—=-■ —-------------

legislation had been conceived in  
haste. Mr Blair insisted that co- amendments yesterday to meet 

i ——  ,i . ------

break-in attempts.
The police operation, 

codenamed Cathedral and co­
ordinated in London by the 
newly-formed National Crime 
Squad (NCS), was launched si­
multaneously around the world at

unnerve investors, although 
sources said last night that they do 
not expect heavy losses when mar­
kets in Europe open this morning. 

Analysts had earlier warned that 
Tuesday's record recovery on 
Wall Street did not necessarily in­
dicate an end to the instability 
and that share prices could easily 
' " x again That was under­

in the last half-hour of

f H'onderland 
investigators:

................ ..
Ceann Comhairie, Mr Seamus 
Pattison, and the Cathaoirleach of 
the Seanad, Senator E-“- 
Mullooly - smns Bills into law 
the absence of the President. Mu 
McAleese is in Australia. 

The British legislatiot 
Criminal Justice rr~~- 

1 Bill - 
: House  
it was passed by the 

—ninons.

For 20 years, Irish Nationwide have 
consistently paid the highest rates of 

any major financial institution. 
For example, our GoldSaver 90 

Account now pays up to 6.6% gross 
with 90 days notice for withdrawals. 
For details of our wide range of high earning 

investment accounts call:

ckpot not won: The winning numbers in last night’s 
<to draw were 01,03, 10, 22, 32, 35 and the bonus

Dublin was closer than at any vations about the Bill. He brought 
time in the past 30 years forward the date on which the Bill

The Bill represented “the tough- would fall to be reviewed by six 
est possible responsible measures ----- *•”—
against terrorism" but he had 
made a j --*-------- —
temment. __________________
eating that this power remained measures were consistent with the 
an option, he added: "We have Constitution and our intema-

yesteroay.
ic Bill was sup- 
reluctantly, by

Dublin was that the British gov­
ernment had decided against rein­
troducing the power of 
internment.

such an ii.....n...w.... .....
- (Guardian Service) raphy.

Technological level of 
unable network shocked all i. 

page IS

lougn anu untLoinan powers ror a un-nour silting y 
against the “Real IRA" from mid- The principle of thc Bill 

^he Presidential

encryption system which was de­
signed to alert the club to any

01-609 6000
or drop into your local Irish Nationwide branch.
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Business (01) 6798874. Advertising (01) 67 

Internet address: http:'' • •
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5 a.m. Eleven men were arrested 
in Britain as 14 addresses were 
raided.

lob Packham, the deputy 
general of the NCS, said: 

am unaware of another police 
.peration that has ever ~e!!ed 
together so many law enforcement 
agencies worldwide to effect si­
multaneous raids and arrests." 

The synchronisation w 
planned so that the members 
the 180-strong group, some 
them women, had no chance Io 
alert each other.

The ring was discovered by Sus- 
x police who seized a computer 
Hastings.

Conspiracy) 
to go to the 
today once it 
House of Com:-------

Opening the emergency recall of 
the British parliament to debate
the "draconian" anti-terrorist lej-

■^•’"strong 

and decisive" steps had to be 
taken to deal with a small, unrep­
resentative group of terrorists who ....
wanted to use violence to under- said that Fine Gael's position at 
mine the peace process and the yesterday's front bench meeting 
democratic will of the people of —x-. ----- -
the island of Ireland.

The Tory leader, Mr William   
Hague — while not opposing the would support it.
measures — said one of the •’giar- In his opening statement on the 

1-----k:“T, the Taoiseach
».u uh; .kua, IRA" could not 
hope to take on the people of Ire­
land and win.

All remainir
about to learn

The Internet has been used by had been asked by British 
paedophile groups to contact each to co-operate with the opei 
other and exchange images. The *' 
raids are the first major interna­
tional chalier— - •,-;-

In Brita 
Mancheste
Oxford, K._. 
Cheltenham ;
were raided. ..  
been given bail while inquiries 
continue.

The man who led the invest iga-
— rv.. c.._. i..u_ c..... .,

financial crisis — rose more 
i 3.7 per cent while the Paris 

market closed 2.3 per cent higher 
In Russia, as lhe Clinton/ 

Yeltsin summit failed to come up 
with new ideas to save Moscow's 
economy, Russian officials pulled 
in different directions to get to

grips with the Financial crisis.
The State Duma lower house of ---------------------- -------

parliament adopted an economic Presidents reaffirm that Russia has
Share prices in Dublin, London, polscy blueprint approved by the to push ahead with  e-----------

Pans and Frankfurt increased by lc',n« premier, Mr
3 to 4 per cent but fears that lhe Chernomyrdin, enshrining pohlicians prescribe different 
Wall Street recovery might be money-printing, reffation and remedies for crisis: page 20. Edita

selling today. 
I The !--*■ - 

with shares like Bank of Iceland 
and Allied Irish Banks - which 
have suffered most in the recent 

Dealers in Dublin said trading 
was dominated by private inves-

-----  Commission the majority of TDs. 
the Chief Justice, Only three deputies, 

---------*)Caol4in 
..... .... .„ny Gregory 

— - dependent) and Mr Joe H 
Brian (Independent Socialist) 

Hw m vote to oppose the Bill. 
Mrs The most surprising

images of children, some of them 
as young as two, were uncovered 
during raids in the United States, 
' itralia, Norway, Italy, Portugal, 

many, Britain and elsewhere.

____  ___ -.XSX
Rejecting criticism from within teach them to respect the - 

his own party and from the Oppo- of Irish democracy, 
sition that that the anti-terrorist The Minister for Justice, Mr 

O’Donoghue, proposed further

Blair in tribute to Rothermere: The British Prime
Minister, Mr Tony Blair, yesterday led tributes to the 
British newspaper proprietor. Viscount Rothermere, who

STOCK markets may be facing 
renewed selling pressure today 
after a tentative recovery on Wall 
Street fizzled out last night. Early 
gams, which saw the Dow Jones 
index rise more than 1.5 per cent 
in morning trading, were wiped 
out later and the index finally 
closed down just over 0.5 per cent 

Wall Street's inability to capital­
ise on Tuesday's record recovery 
and its failure to hold the early

Irish Nationwide
BUILDING SOCIETY

scored ... .... — _.
trading in New York last night, 
when the index moved from a 
modest gam “ -cir.t:.
"This sort of volatility is going to 
go on for a good while yet," said 
one New York analyst.

Some sources said it was no sur-
Wall Street lost some of 

s gains, with many of 
______ estors who bought shares

at the bottom of the market earlier 
this week looking to take a quick 
profit.

Boosted by Tuesday's gams in 
the US, share prices in the Far 
East rose sharply yesterday in a

by the to push ahead with economic 
Viktor reform plans: page Id; Russianpremier,

myrdin, enshrining politicians presc.—
money-printing, refiation and remedies for crisis: page 
state control, while acting deputy rial comment, page 19

(Terrorism and said the Bill was bad legislation 
— was expected and did not accord with the cen- 

ise of Lords later tral objective of the rule of law.
.. a .u- .... . _ very clear dangcr

that procedures will be put in 
place similar in many ways to pro- 

i---" which we vehe­
mently protested m the past when 
we saw their effects and their 
results in Northern Ireland and m 
the rest of the UK", he said.

Asked later why he did not seek 
to vote against the Bill, Mr Dukes

yesterday's front U.... 
was that if the Govern:

needed the 
■1, the party
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WAVE OF SUPPORT: First Lady Hillary Clinton greets the audience at Belfast's Waterfront Hall yesterday

TRAFFIC UPDATE

"3

Km
L

TRAFFIC dsrupbons are expected
in the Province as a result ot Pres-

o®.

from Sandyknowes interchange.
MS. Lagan Bridge (M3). Sydenham
bypass to city airport Travel will be 
permitted westbound on Westfr*
and dty-ward on Sydenham by-

<
>
or

or
□-

• Due to a number of early morn­
ing closur es. a number of roads to 
and from Belfast International Ae- 
port win be affected between 8am 
and 9am People travelling to the 
International Airport are advised to

> for their jour-

Police have issued traffic help­
line numbers for Belfast. Omagh 
and Armagh but have asked the 
public to note the foltowing:
• International Airport to Stormont 
The M2 motorway city-bound and 
the Sydenham bypass country­
bound will be closed between ap­
proximately 830 and 9.15am.

Traffic wfl be permitted in the op­
posite direction on country-bound 
M2 motorway: city-bound on the

'■fe

i
I

o 
n:
Q_

MHH
W1

; ■

Parkway. Hawthomden Way and 
teh Upper Newtownards Road from 
the Prince of Wales gates to the 
Knock Road will be closed in both 
dkections from approximately 8 30 
to 915am.
• Stormont to Waterfront Ha« the 
following route will be closed be-

aseiTT.
A NUMBER of streets in Armagh dty 
centre wi8 be dosed to all traffic 
from 4pm onwards.

i time for their journeys, 
ions win be sign-posted. 

Helpline: Tel 01662

:. ■

Tams (North I
Greater Bl .

01232 5MOOO. 
TRAFFIC is likely to be disrupted 
In Omagh town centre between
11 am and 7pm. While delays wil be 
kepttr ----- “

■ ■* —■

A
/ -.J

fl

■TO

1

I

Designated disabled parking fa­
cilities are available at Lonsdale 
Road and Lower English Street

Man east'west - traffic on Mall 
Eastwest win be restricted from

. jr

Diversionary routes will be sign­
posted throughout the day and ac­
cess to Armagh city centre win be 
restricted. However, out-of-town 
car parking and free bus shuttle ser­
vices have been arranged from 
4pm onwards on the following ap­
proach roads to Armagh dty for 
those mtending to visit the event 

Armagh helpline- 01861 521160.

following route win be closeu iw- 
tween 10.50 and 1120am:

Prmce of Wales Avenue. New- 
townards Road. Hawthomden Way. 
Belmont Road roundabout Park­
way. Holywood Road. Sydenham 
By-pass. Bridge End. Short Strand. 
Albert Bridge. East Bridge Street. 
Oxford Street Waterfront Hall

Travel will be permitted country­
bound on Sydenham bypass
• Waterfront Hal to Springvale The 
following route win be closed be 
tween 12.45 and 115pm

Oxford Street, May Street. 
Howard street. Grosvenor Road, 
Springfield Road. Springvale Cam­
pus. The Springfield Road from its 
junction with Lanark Way to its junc­
tion with the Wtest Circular Road wH 
be closed m both directions from 
9am -2.15pm.
• Springvale Campus to City Air 
port - the following route will be 
dosed between 2pm and 230pm:

Springfield Road. Grosvenor 
Road 'Westfnk (East), 'fork bnk. M2

allow additional I 
ney

ASPortadown--------------
duties available at Castledmon. 
Hamiltonsbawn road, Newry Road. 
Keady Road. Monaghan Road, Kil- 
lylea Road - parking faciities avail­
able at Tuflymore Park, Cathedral 
Road - signs to dred traffic 
Killylea Road parking area.

■r -A
vised to time their journeys to 
arrive in Belfast before 7.45am or 
between 930am and 1030am

Most routes will be congested 
between Sam and 3pm and police 
have advised motorists to seek al­
ternative routes around the dty. 
People travelling to Belfast Inter 
national Airport. Belfast City Airport 
and Belfast ferry termmals should 
ex peer their journeys to take longer 
than usual

J.'.
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First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton signs autographs for Catholic and 
Protestant children after openino a olavoround in Belfast vestnrrtav
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amid the crowd of children from 
a Catholic elementary school 
and from a state school whose 
students are predominantly 
Protestant.

The new playground along the 
River Lagan in Belfast's largely 
affluent and green south side 
will be used to bring different^ 
school groups together

Since arriving in Northern 
Ireland on Wednesday ahead of 
her husband, Mrs. Clinton hasn’t 
commented on personal strains 
caused by the Monica Lewinsky 
scandal — a fact noted on a front­
page headline of a newspaper 
President Clinton was handed at 
the airport today when he ar­
rived.

“Hillary avoids state of Clin­
ton union,” said the Indepen­
dent.

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton signs autographs for Catholic and” 
Protestant children after opening a playground in Belfast yesterday.

First lady inaugurates playground 
in Belfast, doesn’t discuss scandal

BELFAST (AP) — Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, opening a play­
ground for Northern Ireland’s 
youngest — but no less divided
— generation, said students here 
and in the United States are 
learning difficult lessons about 
dealing with violence.

“In America, we have many 
children who, like children of 
Northern Ireland, also have seen 
friends and relatives gunned 
down because of gang wars or 
drug problems," Mrs. Clinton 
said yesterday, speaking to Prot­
estant and Catholic students 
seated in the grassy field. "So
they, too, need to learn from 
what has been done here in 
Northern Ireland in dealing with 
the problems of violence."

Mrs Clinton and Cherie Blair, 
wife of British Prime Minister 
Ibny Blair, embraced each other
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They grew up in different Summit: Hillary Rodham Clinton (left) and Naina Yeltsin

in cultures with (wildly coh-

And yet, Hillary Rodham

were off giving speeches and traditional values, and the
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The meeting, held In a Yekaterina Stupakova, in­

Clinton as the mother of a 19- 
year-old daughter. And she
Introduced the other six 
panelists as doctors, law- 

  . yers, government officials,
not solving the problems of sponsor was the magazine advocates for children and 
the world. Theirs was a panel Domdshnty Ochag, Home’s abused women — but espe- 
discusslon called ’’Russian Hearth (the Russian version dally as mothers. 
Women
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oiut^e Threshold of of Good HouseAeepinp),

» WomeiEAfrs. Ointon

andMn. Yeltsin have

common issues despite

theirvastipdi^rent

bockffrounds. ; 7
• ' <■

By Kathy Lally ' 
■vw rowciown'AW

’ •MOSCOW^ One endure*
endless gossip about a phi- ?
landering husband. Th* oth­
er puts up with Constant and:
nasty speculation about her
husband’s drinking. One is a 
,tough-minded law^r, Cthe
other a grandmother: who
boasts about her homemade I
dumplings.

generations, a woridlipart; dUcuas wojrien Uhdfamily in a conference in Moscow. 
in cultures with wildly con- ‘ :
flicting ideas about gender, the 21st.Century.’
And yet, HlUary Rodham  .   .  
Clinton and Naina Yeltsin in- . small auditorium before an troduced Yeltsin as a grand- 
slsted yesterday, they are audience of several hundred mother and mother of two 
profoundly alike. They are charmed women, began with daughters. She introduced 
both women with the same talk of kids and dogs and fa-
kinds of cares. The two first vorite recipes — this is Rus- 
ladles had their own summit sla, where wpmen are ex­
yesterday; while the men pected to cherish the

•• The; magazine’s editor.
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Then the conversation began

years," she said, ever since law
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“We never heard about discrim­
ination, as far as I remember,” she 
said. “I worked equally with men. 
Now I know life has become more 
difficult. Now I know the salaries 
of women are lower."

The law doesn't offer them suf-

panellst quickly asked Clinton 
how she spent time with her 
daughter. Did she cook with her?

“There are so many ways moth­
ers and daughters spend time to­
gether,” Clinton said, mentioning 
sports, travel, discussing movies 
and, yes, even cooking. “We cook 
together. Not well, I might add.”

What worries her, she said, is 
that In today’s busy world, time 
spent at home with children has 
become threatened, and children 
aren’t getting the love and atten­
tion and discipline they need.

“What do you cook together?” 
Stupakova persisted.

“I thought I said enough,” Clin­
ton said pleasantly, repeating she 
doesn’t cook well But she obliged 
with an anecdote about how she 
always cooked homemade apple­
sauce for her daughter wherf she 
didn’t feel well. Shortly after the 
family moved Into the White 
House, such an occasion arose, 
and Clinton began searching for

Influence with husbands

Here In Russia, the Yeltsin fam­
ily has been under attack from 
critics who say that the financial 
oligarchs who pull strings from the 
shadows manipulate President 
Yeltsin through friendships with 
his family.

“No," Naina Yeltsin said firmly, 
“he has never listened to my ad­
vice. They say on television the 
president listens to his family too 
much. But he doesn’t. Only an ex­
pert in diplomatic science could 
give him advice he will listen to. 
He’s a difficult man to deal with.”

Hillary Clinton said her hus­
band gets advice from a wide

Domestic violence

Marina Pisklakova, director of
the applesauce, but decided there a women’s crisis center in Mos- 
was too much heat in that partlcu- cow, made a heartfelt plea on be- ficlent protection, she said, and 
lar kitchen. “There are a lot of peo- half of the women here and around they’re unfairly burdened, expect- 
ple whose Jobs depend on me not the world who suffer from domes- ed to do all the work at home and 
cooking,” she said. tic violence, an issue that was have Jobs outside the home as

Cllnton-watchers, who have hushed up during the Soviet years, well
been scrutinizing the first lady’s And, according to the official “A woman is like a vase of the 
body language for clues to her feel- line, women were not dlscrimlnat- finest crystal,” Yeltsin said. “We
ings toward her husband, will ed against either. They were ex- should protect It so that It doesn’t
want to know this: “We just got pected to work Just like men — crack.”
back from a vacation where we though they never had equal rep- Then the conversation began
were able to cook for ourselves,” resentatlon in the Kremlin or else- to head where Clinton had been
she said. where among the elite. “You diplomatically nudging It.
- Naina Yeltsin spoke enthuslas- should not keep silent,” Pisklako- “I think many American women 

tlcally about cooking pelmeni, the va told the audience. “Each of ua have the same difficulties combin- 
dumpllng-like and hugely labor- personally should feel responsible ing work outside the family and
Intensive national dish. “I never for helping his neighbor.” work Inside the family that women
use mechanical devices,” Yeltsin Yeltsin said that as far as she in Russia do,” Clinton said.
said. “Sometimes we do thou- knew, domestic violence and dis- “We are working to Increase the
sands. My children and grandchll- crimination were something new, supply of quality, affordable child
dren love to eat what I cook. My brought on by the pressures asso- care,” she said, among other ef- 
family loves the product of my own elated with the transition to a new forts to give women the support 
hands.” way of life. they need so they can make deci­

sions in their life that are best for 
them.

“We should support each other 
and do more to help each other,” 
she said. “In effect, most women 
are holding down two frill-time
jobs, one they get paid for and one 
they dp for love.”

the proper pots and pans. Stupakova, a striking business-
“You would think I had asked woman, said she hoped she could 

for the nuclear code,” she said, get the recipe.
Aides went about, saying mean­
ingfully, “She wants to cook.” Clin­
ton finally succeeded in making

range of people, so it’s impossible 
to say he takes the advice of any 

oneperson.
“My husband and I have 

worked together, I guess about 27 
years," she said, ever since law 
school They’ve spent a lot of time 
on the same projects, she said. 

“We talk together constantly,” 
she said. “Of course, given the po­
sition he’s in, the ultimate deci­
sion is his.”

Then someone wanted to know 
about the Clinton dog. Hillary 
Clinton quoted Harry Truman: “If 
you want a friend in Washington, 
get a dog.”

She nudged the conversation 
once more, going on to announce a 
series of programs America will 
sponsor here, setting up 10 law 
clinics, training Judges in handling 
domestic violence cases, expand­
ing Junior Achievement pro­

grams.
The women in the audience 

loved it.
“I like Hillary Clinton very 

much,” said Galina Alexandrova, a 
45-year-old bookkeeper. “We have 
the same problems. Her support Is 
very Important to us. Talking 
about dogs, children, discrimina­
tion ... Its our real life.”

Yekaterina Bashlna, a 26-year- 
old financial analyst, agreed.

“You can’t solve all the world’s 
problems in one hour," she said.
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By John O’Farrell 
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

BELFAST - Arriving in North­
ern Ireland a day ahead of her hus­
band, Hillary Rodham Clinton yes­
terday praised women for leading 
the divided island toward peace and 
urged greater involvement to solidi-

Hillary Clinton lauds women’s role 

in Ulster pact, urges more work
land, and Joyce McCartan, the peace 
campaigner and “family feminist” 
who hosted the First Lady when she 
visited Northern Ireland in Novem­
ber 1995.

“It was women whose whispers 
of ‘enough’ became a torrent of 
voices that could no longer be ig­
nored,” the first lady told 600 female 
activists, community workers, and 
politicians at a conference yesterday.

“It is up to you, the women of 
Northern Ireland, speaking out 
whenever injustice arises, to point . 
out opportunities, to face up to chal­
lenges, and to speak for those who 
are still voiceless,” she said.

Speaking in Belfast’s Waterfront 
Hall, a luxury development that 
would have been unthinkable during 
Northern Ireland’s three decades of 
conflict, Clinton brought together 
not only grass-roots Protestant and 
Catholic activists, but once-deadly 
political opponents - virtually all of 
them men.

Sitting in the front row of one 
balcony were Gerry Adams, Martin 
McGuinness and Pat Doherty, lead­
ers of Sinn Fein, the Irish Republi­
can Army’s political wing.

Behind them sat members of the 
Ulster Unionists, the major Protes­
tant party that also backs the com­
promise accord, signed in April, on 
how Northern Ireland should be 
governed - but refuses to talk direct­
ly with Sinn Fein.

Referring to last month’s bomb­
ing in Omagh, in which 2R npnnU

fy democracy here.
Receiving a rapturous reception 

from women leaders in politics, busi­
ness and community groups, Clinton 
traced the roles of many women in 
creating last spring’s Good Friday 
peace agreement They included Mo 
Mowlam, the British Cabinet minis­
ter responsible for Northern Ire-
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ing in Omagh, in which 28 people 
were killed, Clinton spoke of the “en­
emies of peace” behind the attack - 
and noted that many of the victims 
were women and children out shop­

ping.
Today, she and President Clinton 

are scheduled to meet in Omagh 
with many of those injured in the 
blast as well as relatives of the dead. 

Referring to the Good Friday 
agreement, she said: “We have cho­
sen democracy, not division. We will 
onjy move forward, and America will 
stand with you.”

The first lady’s speech closed a 
three-day conference titled “Vital 
Voices: Women in Democracy,” a 
State Department ' initiative 
launched by US Secretary of State 
Madeleinfe Albright to promote 
women as a US foreign policy objec­

tive.
> Clinton also paid tribute to the 14 
women elected to the Northern Ire-" 

land Assembly, calling that repre­
sentation a good start She argued 
that on the 50th anniversary of the 
United Nations Universal Declara­
tion of Human Rights, some “basic 
goals” had to be fought for - educa­
tion, health care, and loans and cred­

it for business ventures.
She announced that $2 million 

had been committed by US “busi­
ness partners” at the conference to 
local women for developing business 

and community projects.
Geraldine McAteer, who directs 

the Springvale development in west 
Belfast that the Clintons are expect­
ed to visit today, was “very im- 

• pressed” by both the content of the 
speech and Clinton’s grasp of the 
complicated politics of Northern Ire­

land. ' ,
“Now it’s up to us to make it hap­

pen,” McAteer said,
The Progressive Unionist Party, 

which has links to the paramilitary 
i Ulster Volunteer Force, called Clin­

ton “a role model for all of our wom­
en,” who “highlighted the fact that 
women in Northern Ireland had 
been brushed aside for too long.” 

Roisin McDonagh, chairwoman 
of the cross-community Ulster Peo­
ple’s Collage, hailed Clinton as “a 
powerful deliverer,” who had “a 
huge presence” and “commands re­
spect among all women.”

From south of the border, No- 
reen Byrne, chairwoman of the Na­
tional Women’s Council, praised the 
“inspiring, intelligent, foward-look- 
ing” speech by a “great feminist” 

Although Clinton was obviously a 
hit among local women, it is not that 

surprising. Fourteen women were 
elected to the Assembly, but there 

are 108 members in all There are no 
women among the 18 Members of 
the Parliament at Westminster. 

The last woman member, Berna­
dette Devlin McAliskey, lost her seat 
in 1974. Given such statistics, it is 
not surprising that the women of 
Northern Ireland who have man­
aged a small part of the pie should so 
admire what may be the world’s 

most powerful woman.
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to win womens hearts
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cool in

face of

camera-happy election ral­
lies. • ■? ' ; -a- 

She recovered her bal­
ance and crouched down 
on stage at Belfast’s Water- 
front Hall so that her head 
was virtually levelr"with 
Nancy’s, five'fcet below.

DAZZLING SMILE ' ■ , ■ ■■■. ■ ■ 
Then she flashed a daz­

zling smile, a grin which 
belied her gravity-defying 
contortions, and Nancy had 
her photograph.

The American agents 
weren’t long hustling Hil­
lary away after that, how­
ever. Never mind snipers or 
crazies, their charge was in 
danger of being adored to

By MARTINA DEVLIN 

WHO would have guessed 

that the day’s pitfall for 
Hillary Clinton.lay after her 
speech was safely delivered 
and the standing ovations 
graciously acknowledged?

And it was a literal pit- 
fall at that For campaign 
worker Nancy Oracey was 
so determined to have her 
photo taken with the First 
Lady that she came close to 
pulling her off the stage.

A posse of twitchy secret 
service minders watched in 
horror as Nancy gripped 
Hillary by the hand and 
nearly brought her toppling 
into a sea of admirers.

But the Leader of the 
Free World’s wifei showed 
the sort of presence of mind 
that must come in useful at

First Lady 

keeps her 

snap crazy 
admirers

death.
But Hillary seems 

moved by the warmth of 
her welcome — she lingered 
after her speech as people 
strained upwards to shake 
her hand.

Nancy, from Downpat­
rick, even managed to press 
a Tyrone Crystal shamrock 
on her which Hillary 
opened and admired before 
passing it on to an aide.

“I’m a pushy little 
devil,” admitted Nancy, 
“I’m surprised the secret 
service men didn’t shove me 
away.

“I’m a great fan of hers 
— she has her problems 
and still she takes the time 
to come here.”
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By Suzanne Breen,

strength of women.

age

She expressed delight when she

aCC. Heltqst •**

SS.SA’KXS? »<«>!!!«*Smith; and the chief executive of

of women who 

- •
* and threats to make themselves

possible were it not for the cour-

women’s rights and achievements, women.’
It was her first public speech c-uv ------ -

since her husband admitted his future and promised that the 
u- r*»1atinn<inin With ttq fnntiniip to do all It

“The terrorists

i^ponse it was the people,’ all the

Hillary praises 
the vital role 

of women in the

THE IRISH TIMES, Thursday, SeptemberJ^Jj?-

The said'women’s voiosmust "There was no

iwid&“a Northern Ireland people ton,“although the media scrutir 
.. . . , r------ j —, . .. -------- ture for signs of

not seem cop-

asi'SSws
Smith; wJd’lS^cbierewanive of '/'They 'V^.’prauSunl* BhtatCUnton mid it was impor- 

the Northern Ireland Fan'Em- children, CaUiohc.“dj^^1- tant that people ^shared ideas to

rength of women. peace in Northern ireiano couiu ““TT'n' intiiri.
XmlriSan^inv^

 : °^eg0^ last few months

and ^strength of generations of had showntt^t the road topeace

Shenexpressed optimism about doubt that the bombs and terroft 
smuc uu  me future and promised that the ists would not prevail. j
“inappropriate” relationship with us would continue to do all it she expressed delight when she 
Ms Monica Lewinsky. It was de- could to support the North and was praised by a Derry student 
livered in a cool, professional pe^ process. “You will only Ms Fiona Hughes, who mtrqr 
style. u move forward, and as you do juced her as a “role model to me

Mrs Clinton did not refer to the pie^ know that America will t0 young women around top 
scandal and showed no signs of ^nd with you.” world”. _ _.i_ f
strain. Looking confident and ele- she said women’s voices must 11IWV - ----------
aant in a navy suit, she received a be heard in toe new Northern Ire- journalists to interview Mrs Cun,- 
ZT mratirsri I 1 VT~-Tv^lanrt F^Tinlf*. ' * the mMllfl SCTUtlrStanning ovaiiuu, •» :— —7-

Those present included the wife have lived for, died for and, yes, nised hw every gesti 
of the Fire* Minister, Mrs Daphne finally voted fori . stress. She did not swm coq-
Trimble- the RUC Chief Consta- In one of her few references to cemed and smiled broadly. ,,

assh'sroaMtt
Pe8%ey«em„oSUyw„e...d

CMEr amwn mid w°?e!£‘f f"”* “"g,Sill S°WaSta?H«U'SS’olidS

of women who withstood jeers for their children. I“PPC 

style.
IY115 k>uuiuu U4U MV» • — —- pisxxov waiww •-

scandal and showed no signs oi g^nd with you.' 
strain. Looking confident and ele-

standing ovation.

peace process
...... ■

yesterday. She looked rdaxed as
she delivered a keynote address on

It was her first public speech
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Relaxed first lady shows she s no fashion victim
AS Hillary CUntoo new la ftw Mweow ' b» KATHLEEN o'cAUAGHAN H^ele^ lta>-knH <«, ««1 m.roHeg

Kw.li.wT 1..WU—«r NnrMwn Im. > Py v KWMJtWWCT  .h.rw.lv tow.—.
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x
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ahapely trouaera.

Her blonde hair which has seen so many 
changes has now found its signature style 

that hasn’t changed despite the recent per­
sonal traumas. The sleek style is parted to 
the side and awept behind the ears. In a con­
ference stressing the importance of female 

confidence, power and progress she was the 

picture of self-esteem and composure.

over the healing landscape of Northern Ire- ■----------=-------------------------------------- ------------------------
land she thought to herself: -This to the , awaited her premnce at the Vital Voice coo-
most beautiftil place on God’s Earth.” ‘ ference.-'; v 'i \ S

She shared that personal thought with J: < ; ’ HiUary was greeted with a warm and 

the Urge audience gathered to bear her in 

Belfast. • relaxed and comfortable to a designer
The First Lady arrived a little later than ; j; French-navy, three-piece ensemble. The oat-

■■■ -' Hillary was greeted with a warm and 
welcoming standing ovation. She looked 
relaxed and comfortable in a designer

expected at the Waterfront Hall in Belfast fit comprised of a Cbanel-styie cardigan

The First Lady arrived a littto later than

where hundreds of women and fewer
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‘It is up to you, the women of

After her speech, Hillary

of Belfast as a guest of Mof

Ibday, the first lady planned

1

u1

I si5

USA TODAY 

SEPTEMBER 3

who were murdered by the ene­
mies of peace.”

' ■ • . '^1 

■

Clinton is sched­
uled to meet with Northern Ireland, speaking out 
Trimble, deputy whenever injustice arises, to 
chief officer Sea- point out opportunities, to face 
mus Mallon and up to challenges and to speak 
British prime minis- for those who are still voice- 
ter Tbny Blair. He’ll less,” she said.
give speeches to After her speech, Hillary 
Northern Ireland’s Clinton attended a reception in 
 new governmental her honor in Belfast City Hall 

AgxnFono^wM assembly, elected along with the outgoing US. 
~ • after the April ac- ambassador to Ireland, Jean

cord, to a citizens’ Kennedy Smith.
the heels of good group in Belfast and She was staying overnight at
news that he helped create. On to reconciliation workers in Ar- Hillsborough Castle southwest 
“ ' " - ---------------- Of Belfast as a guest of Mo

Arriving a day ahead of her Mowlam, Britain’s first female

more subdued than the out- uled to begin meet­
ing this month. Clinton: On third

Clinton arrives on visit to N. Ireland

Clintons expect peaceful visit to Ireland
By Richard Willing . Malachi Curran, a
and Mimi Hall pub owner of Catho-
USA TODAY He and Protestant

descent who helped
President Clinton, tossed like a negotiate the pow-

cork in a sea of worid and per- er-sharing agree-
sonal problems, arrives today in meat last April A
Northern Ireland, of all places, coalition govern-
for a welcome respite. ment based on the

Clinton’s welcome, while agracmant is scheri-
ELZ— tier tie __t ■
pouring of warmth that greet­
ed him when he visited in De­
cember 1995, is likely to be
friendly and free of references
to the falling ruble, fallen in­
terns and other problems that
recently have beset him.

"He deserves to be greeted
as the best friend this province
has ever found outside these is­
lands,” said the Belfast Tele­
graph, in an editorial prepared
for the eve of Clinton’s arrival.

Both Catholic and Protestant
politicians in the divided prov­
ince credit Clinton with apply­
ing the political and economic
pressure that has brought both
sides close to forming a power­
sharing government

“He steered a middle
course; we owe him a lot” said

J

Wednesday, David Trimble, magh.
chief officer of the new govern- / ‘ „
ment and leader of the largest husband, Hillary Rodham Clin- secretary of State for Northern 
Protestant party, Issued an un- ton on Wednesday called Ireland.
precedented invitation to Sinn Northern Ireland’s women a Ibday, the first lady planned 
Fein leader Gerry Adams to quiet catalyst for the Belfast to open a playground for Prot- 
join talks aimed at organizing peace agreement but said they estant and Catholic children in 
the government must play a bigger role in poll- an underprivileged part of Bel-

Adams, whose party is affill- tics for real reconciliation to fast, then appear with her hus- 
ated with the Irish Republican take root band for his keynote speech.
Army, had been cut out of pre- ‘It was women whose whls- The Clintons will also help 
vious face-to-face meetings be- pers of ‘Enough!’ became a tor- dedicate a memorial to 28 peo- 
cause of Trimble's objections rent of voices that could no pie killed In Omagh on Aug. 15 
to Adams’ IRA connection. > longer be ignored,” she told by a renegade element of the

A day earlier, Adams had de- 600 women’s activists, commu- ira. The first lady said the visit 
nounced political violence as a nlty workers and politicians at would be to “pay tribute to those 
■thing of the past, over, done a conference called Vital 
with and gone.” Voices: Women in Democracy.
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APPLAUDED: Hillary Clinton pays tribute to woman’s work In the search for peace In Northern Ireland

President flies in to honour victims of Omagh atrocity
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Springvale. They win be 
accompanied throughout

On what is certain to be the day by Prime Minls- 
an emotional occasion, ter Tony Blair and his 
the President ahd his wife “““

Hillary win meet survivors
Of the blast, and the fam-
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wife Cherie.
Mr Blair will greet the 

------------------------------------ President on his arrival In 
Hies of those murdered the Province a day behind 
when the 5001b bomb tore Mrs Clinton, who yester- 
through the centre of the day said she and her hus- 
town nearly three weeks band would be paying 

tribute to those who were 
It is understood Mr “murdered by the ene- 

Cllnton will unveil a mles of peace”, 
plaque to the bomb vic- BpealdngataWamenln 
Urns and meet members Democracy conference tn 
f *** -  ------- -- --------____ *— '* — ■ * * “
who battled to rescue she paid tribute to the 

. - survivors. r—L Z-- “ *r
The visit Is scheduled to the search for a lasting 

take place after the cou- peace, claiming: “You win 
pie perform a number of only move forward and as 
engagements, Including you do please know that 
a visit to the proposed America win stand with 
University of Ulster site at you.”
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PRESIDENT Bin Clin­
ton win pay his own per­
sonal tribute to the 
people of Omagh when 
he visits the shattered
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Women in N. Ireland hail
Hillary Clinton as survivor
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They are seen by many as honest 
brokers who can be turned to in 
times of trouble.

“They didn’t have just a one-off, 
fly-by-night visit here,” said Moni­
ca McWilliams, leader of Northern 
Ireland’s Women’s Coalition polit­
ical party. “Everyone else flies off 
after peace is created. But not the 
Clintons.”

The delegates threw their sup-

By Bill Glauber 
BUN FORBION STAFF

oo 
O\
O\
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BELFAST, Northern Ireland — 
Around here, they’re standing by 
their woman — Hillary Rodham 
Clinton.

Flying into Northern Ireland 
yesterday a day ahead of her hus­
band, President Clinton, the first 
lady received a rousing welcome 
when she spoke to 600 delegates 
attending a Vital Voices: Women 
in Democracy conference.

In the spdtllght and in com­
mand, the first lady talked of wom­
en’s rights, equal opportunities 
and the hope that the promise of 
peace can be fulfilled in Northern 
Ireland.

“This is one of the most beauti­
ful places on God’s earth,” she said 
to cheers.

Northern Ireland’s verdant 
landscape seems a world away 
from the Washington scandal that 
has threatened her husband’s 
presidency. While the inside-the- 
Beltway crowd is engrossed with 
Clinton’s admission of an improp­
er relationship with Monica Lew­
insky, the Belfast crowd doesn’t 
much care.

First lady commands 
spotlight at conference

pearing calm and composed, the
first lady showed that she can still
work a crowd. She avoided the
scandal completely, took the high
road, and talked about the issues
that engross a society that has
been battered by 30 years of ter­
rorist violence.

The biggest worry here is how 
to make sure a fledgling peace deal
among Roman Catholics and
Protestants sticks.

“It is up to you, the women of port to the first lady.
Northern Ireland, speaking out “I’m not surprised that she has

“She is a really good role model 
for women,” McWilliams added. 
“She is a sundvor.” .

Others agreed.
“She has shown that women 

given a real voice can make a last­
ing contribution to their commu­
nities, their countries and the 
world,” said Fiona Hughes, a 17- 
year-old student who introduced 
the first lady.

Valerie Hingham, a local politi­
cal leader, said the first lady 
showed grace under pressure.

“Hillary deserves a medal,” 
Klngham said. “She is a tough 
woman. If I were Hillary Clinton, I 
would have put him [the presi­
dent] down the lavatory and 
pulled the chain.”

Still, there was an air of expect­
ancy inside the glittering Water­
front Hall as the crowd waited for
the speech. Gathered were the
movers and shakers among North­
ern Ireland’s women—politicians,
business leaders, community ac­
tivists.

"Everyone is dying to see how
she looks and reacts,” said
Frances Donaghy, board secre­
tary of the Royal College of Nurs­
ing. “This is a very tenacious wom­
an who can keep her head up
against all odds. It can’t be easy
for her at this moment. ” _____

Dressed in a dark navy suit, ap- tfie medja ag She arrives at Waterfront Hall in Belfast.

<u s 
£ f

AOBNCI FRANCB-PRBBSB

In Northern Ireland: First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton waves to

Northern Ireland, speaking out “I’m not surprised that she has 
whenever injustice arises, to point lifted her head up,” McWilliams 
out opportunities, to face up to said. “She is an independent worn- 
challenges, and to speak for those an with her own Independent proj- 
who are still voiceless,” she said. acts, no matter what is happening

The Clintons, who first ven- in America. By standing up there, 
tured here in November 1995, re- she showed that you can have 
main popular in Northern Ireland, your own profile.”
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"The kind of opportunities that will give responsible peopl 
whatever backgrounds the chance to more forward into tni

"When my husband and I go to Omagh toi 
tribute to those who were murdered by th<

"They were people simply living their lives, working at a drapery 
store, hanging out with friends, Buying school uniforms for their

peopL 
id viol

people who bravely stood side by side to say: 
I no longer have a place here." During the

Each person has role to play

<4-
C

children.
he terrorists targeted the people of Northern Ireland and in response, 
it was the people all the people who bravely stood side by side to say: 
Hatred and violence will

leleoraph

"1 he hopes for peace will have to be translated into the hard work of 
practical action and political compromise, not only in the Assembly, 
but in every corner of society.
"So the real challenge of this conference starts as we leave. How will 
each of us work to fulfill the promise of peace? "That, of course, will 

AM J <M»MMmAM M A M T a! A M J 4> A J A A • .J A TJ « w«-

based on what we know about the conditions that promote peace 
prosperity, we, I think, can agree on basic goals," sne said.
Mrs Clinton added: "All people must have access to the tools of 
opportunity good educauon, quality healthcare, good jobs, loans and 
credit.

....................... .............................. ■“ de of
ie 21st 

century with confidence." Issues from creating an effective education 
system to dealing with the problem of domestic violence would have 
to be addressed as the new political system took root, she said. 
But she also acknowledged the difficulties the province was facing in 
creating a climate of peace.
"When my husband and I go to Omagh tomorrow, we will pay 
tribute to those who were murdered by the enemies of peace. 
"They were mostly women and children. They were Catholic and 
Protestant, unionist and nationahst, young and old.
” * t 'L AVV MVAAA MAAmIa A > MA A 1 - » 1 • « V« M A 4-L A . A lZw«AA M« A _ 1 , . M  A 4- A -1---------- -------------

Ulster's peace challenge
By Dan McGinn

FIRST Lady Hillary Clinton has praised the crucial role played by 
courageous women in holding Northern Ireland together during the 
darkest days of the troubles.
She was speaking after a warm reception at the Vital Voices' 
conference at the Waterfront Hall yesterday.
An audience of politicians, civil servants and women and children 
from a wide spectrum of society heard Mrs Clinton speak of the 
courage of women in the face of almost 30 years of violence. 
She also told an audience which included Sum Fein's Gerry Adams 
and Martin McGuinness and the UDP's Gary McMichael there was 
an onus on everyone in society to translate tne hopes for peace into 
practical economic and social action.
"The hoi r ' i— - - - . . .
“>racti<
_iut in every corner of society.

:al challenge of this c<

on t>wt 3

be up to the men and women of Northern Ireland to decide. But, 
based on what we know about the conditions that promote peace and
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officer handing out press passes.
Only a few writing oouquets left in memory of the 28 people

and dressed in an elegant navy suit, 
ithstanding delighted to be back.

Speaking afterwards, the Sinn Fein leader was in fine fettle. 
He had found the conference on the advancement of women "very,
very important." Pausing briefly, he told me with great conviction:

very important." Pausing briefly, he told me with great convi 
"Women are the majority on the island of Ireland and yet are

Eloquent First Lady makes her hall mark

" Pausing briefly, he told me with great conviction: 

massively discriminated against."

_ight, roughly same time, same place, yet a radically different 
sphere surrounding a reception for the First Lady to mark the 
>f the Vital Voices conference.

Only a tew wilting bouquets lett m memory ot the 28 people 
murdered in the Omagh atrocity and, more recently, to mark the first 
anniversary of the death of Diana, Princess of Wales, hung languidly 
on the ornate gates to greet that visitor.
Still, the First Lady, her neat blonde bob immaculately coiffeured as 
ever and dressed in an elegant navy suit, was the low-key reception 
notwithstanding delighted to be back.
"I feel uplifted and energised by the courageous men and women with 
whom I have met," she said, her strident tones filling the Great Hall. 
"We know how difficult the journey is.
"I bring a message not only of support and encouragement but also of

Telegraph
JL ON t

The other big burst of clapping of the evening came when Lord 
Mayor David Alderdice, introducing the First Lady, reiterated Sinn 
Fein leader Gerry Adams' comments of the previous evening that 

as the media 
[ to overlook 

proceedings, it was impossible to accurately gauge the reaction of Mr 
Adams to this reference to his soundbite.

Hillary says it's great to be back
By Gail Walker

I AM, said a strident First Lady, not shy.
The comments were not, however, a invitation to any public 
discussion of errant husband Bill's marital misdemeanours. 
Instead, they were a reference to the fact that she would seize any 
excuse "I can find to come back to Northern Ireland." But what a 
difference a few years makes...
November 1995. Oh what a night. The President and Hillary outside 
Belfast's City Hall amid massive security; tens of thousands of well- 
wishers stretched out on a cold, starry night as far as the eye could see 
to welcome them.
Last night, roughly same time, same place, yet a radically different 
atmosphere surrounding a reception for the First Lady to mark the 
end of the Vital Voices conference.
There was no tangible buzz of excitement; no discernible sense of 
expectation or anticipation.
Only a couple of members of the public had bothered to ring the 
City Hall to find out details of the visit, said the public relations

admiration for what you are doing puts you on the right side of 
history." Her words won rapturous applause.
T1 1 big burst of clapping of the evening came when Lord 

~ id Alderdice, introducing the First Lady, reiterated S

violence must be "over, done with and gone." Sadly, a 
were shepherded onto a balcony at the rear of the nail



•immest hours women held their families together, Mrs

By Martina Purdy 
"I'D chuck him out,"

but sympathy for Hillary Clinton from the 2000-strong gw 
packed the Waterfront Hall.

Ms Hughes was among the speakers who were only given a few hours 
notice. One Belfast woman declined at the thought of it.

03

*4-
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Bella;
Msj „ ,
a delighted audience: "I had to use your name to advantage as well, 
Mrs Clinton, because I had to be at school today." The First Lady 
assured Fiona that there were around a "a thousand of us" who would 
be glad to provide her with a note.

As she stepped onto the stage, Mrs Clinton, wearing a sleek navy suit, 
chunky gold jewellery, won the first of three standing ovations. 
One delegate mused that Hillary was now more powerful than ever 
...................................................................................... ’ \ ,

said the woman. 
"He needs her now more than ever she can crack the whip now!" 

was all charm and smiles however for the Belfast audience, 
up her response to 17-year- old Fiona Hughes from 
? introduced the First Lady.

----------------------------—nan declined at the thought or it. 
Inez McCormack, vice- president of the ICTU, braved the audience 
and got a wry chuckle out of Mrs Clinton when she expressed relief 
she hadn't been given the task of the previous speaker. 
"I wasn't asked to talk about my past thank God!" Secretary of State 
Mo Mowlam was supposed to introduce the First Lady but was 
delayed at Westminster.
Mrs Clinton paid tribute to the first woman Secretary of State, who 
was her host at Hillsborough. Referring to a reception Dr Mowlam 
had held the previous night for the delegates, she said she had reports 
of Dr Mowlam's "skills as a party hostess and dancer par excellence." 
The lighthearted mood turned sombre at times particularly as Mrs 
Clinton spoke of Janette Rooney, an Omagh teenager who was taking 
part in a cross- community project in Washington and watched the 
television coverage of the bomb in horror when she saw her friends 
injured.
One of her best friends was killed in the blast.
Mrs Clinton closed with a message of support. "May God bless 
you...and the future you build together."

following the painful episode with Monica Lewinsky. 
"Bill owes her a lot and she's got him over a barrel," said the woman. 
"He needs her now more than ever she can crack the whip now!" 
Hillary was all charm and smiles however for the Belfast audience. 
They lapped up her response to 17-year- old Fiona Hughes from

laghy who introduced the First Lady.
Hughes, a sixthformer turned to the First Lady, and announced to

riayboard with an American group called KanCJCJM, she urged met 
ana women to work together to create a new political environment. 
"You are ultimately those who will determine whether the children 
of Northern Ireland can play like children should ... without respect 
to religion or politics, without stereotyping or name calling, without 
fear or violence."

province's grimmest hours women held their families together, Mrs 
Clinton acknowledged.
Seven days a week, she said, they "carried on with hope and prayer 
that the future would be brighter, free of troubles and heartbreak". 
But drawing a parallel with a new green space for children planned by 
PlayBoard with an American group callea KaBOOM, she urged men

She came, she saw, and she conquered
Rapturous welcome for First Lady
By Martina Purdy
"I'D chuck him out," said the freshfaced teenager when asked what 
she would do if she were Bill Clinton's wife.
While views on her husband were mixed, there seemed to be nothing 
but sympathy for Hillary Clinton from the 2000-strong guests who
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Protestant and Catholic primary
The visit was arranged by PlayBc
play in Northern Irelan

First Lady pays surprise visit to blast injure

IeleSraph

ng a surprise trip to the Royal Victoria Hospital.
Clinton, accompanied by Cherie Blair, toured the hospital's 

irgency wing and the burns unit.
>th blast victims and their families during a

By Nigel Gould

THE First Lady visited some of the Omagh bomb victims today 
during a surprise trip to the Royal Victoria Hospital. 
Mrs Clinton, accompanied by Cherie Blair, toured the hospital's 
accident and emergency wing and the burns unit. 
She chatted to both blast victims and their families during a 
45-minute visit.
A Royal spokeswoman said: "She also spoke to staff who had helped 
in the aftermath of the blast.
"They felt it was recognition of the work they like many other 
medical staff across the province had done. 
"They really appreciated the visit. 
"She was genuinely interested in our health service and spoke to both 
our chief executive and chairman about the health service's overall 
structure." The visit was not part of Mrs Clinton's official itinerary - 
and no media were invited.
The First Lady travelled to the Royal after an hour- long visit to 
Lagan Meadowsjn the Stranmillis area of Belfast where she met both 

/schoolchildren. 
------------ ---------------ged by PlayBoard - the lead agency for children's

- ' ■ -reland.
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example.
Antoinette McKeown, PlayBoard's chief executive, said she was 
delighted that the First Lady was demonstrating her support for the

healing process." For more than an hour before the visit poll 
metal detectors carried out an extensive security sweep of th

GJ

Balloons for peace as wives meet children

By Nigel Gould

PROTESTANT and Catholic primary school children together 
released 100 white peace balloons after meeting up with America's 
First Lady today.
Hillary Clinton, accompanied by Tony Blair's wife Cherie, greeted 
around 40 children during a visit to Lagan Meadows in Belfast, 
organised by the charity PlayBoard.
The children were agea between nine and ten and were P6 pupils of 
neighbouring Stranmillis and St Bride's Primary Schools. 
During her hour-long visit Mrs Clinton revealed a new partnership 
between PlayBoard and KABOOM!, an American community 
development organisation.
In her speech the First Lady said that KABOOM! would help 
PlayBoard to get the equipment it needed for a unique environmental 
play area exclusively for cnildren.
The Play Space initiative aims to provide an environmental haven for 
children to play with a series of natural elements such as a waterfall or 
river and animal life.
The Lagan Meadows site was chosen for today's meeting as an ideal

charity.
"Undoubtedly, children are the most adversely affected victims of the 
Troubles in Northern Ireland.
"We must not forget that three generations of children have been 
exposed to traumatic acts of political and sectarian violence within 
their communities.
"Children represent our future and play has a crucial role in the 
healing process." For more than an hour before the visit police using 
metal detectors carried out an extensive security sweep of the area. 
A team of presidential security personnel also accompanied the 

entourage.
Mrs Clinton and Mrs Blair were expected to make a private visit to 
the Royal Victoria Hospital in Belfast later today.
It is understood that Mrs Clinton wanted to visit the Omagh bomb 
victims.

dy today.
Clinton,;

organised by the charity PlayBoard. 
The children were agea between nil
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exploring the: 
ties. We hope

people together, breaking down 
barriers and inspiring hope.
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s and inspiring hope.
The partnership between 

KaBOOM and PlayBoard re­
minds us that what the children 
of Northern Ireland need is not so 
different from what the children 
of our inner cities need — or for 
that matter, what children every­
where need. They need to play — 
to explore their environments 
freely, without fear or prejudice.

Only then will they develop the 
skills to become the leaders of na­
tions that work together so their 
children can play in peace.

Sadly, millions of the worlds 
children don’t have safe places to 
play. Instead, they play in the 
streets or other dangerous places 
that are often littered with gar­
bage, broken glass, abandoned 
cars and discarded drug para­
phernalia. In some parts of the 
world, the dangers include even 
bombs, snipers and land mines.

Fbr eight years, PlayBoard has 
studied the impact of violence 
and sectarianism on the children 
of Northern Ireland, where 70 
percent of 9- to 11-yearolds have 
witnessed a bombing or shooting, 
and where children as young as 3 
manifest sectarian hatred when 
they play.

PlayBoard’s chief executive, 
Antoinette McKeown, says, “Our 
goal is to create an environment 
to bring out children’s natural in­
stinct to play freely — to work out 
their negative experiences 
through play and to find a way of 
exploring their own true identi­
ties. We hope to rid our children 
of stereotyping and name­
calling.”

Now, with the support of its 
American partner, KaBOOM, 
PlayBoard hopes to create a 
unique new play space in the 
middle of Belfast As Miss 
McKeown describes it, “It won’t 
be a traditional playground with 
swings and roundabouts. Its in­
tended to be an environmental 
haven with a series of natural 
challenges designed by children 
themselves.”

Fbr many of Belfast^ children, 
this play space will give them 
their first opportunity to play • 
with children of other faiths.

In exchange, PlayBoard will 
work with KaBOOM to share 
what it's learned about the value 
of therapeutic play with commu­
nities in this country. The two 
groups also hope to host an inter­
national conference next year on 
the value of play.

Mr. Hammond and Miss 
McKeown know that KaBOOM 
and PlayBoard are not only build­
ing safe places fbr children to 
play. They are also building com­
munity spirit and pride, bringing

ihis week, my husband and 
I traveled to Russia and 
Northern Ireland. In light 
of Russia Is political and 

economic crisis, many have won­
dered whether this was the ap­
propriate time fbr the president 
to make this trip.

Actually, a visit by the Amer­
ican president may carry particu­
lar significance fbr the Russian 
people now as they confront the 
difficult challenges ahead. The 
United States has an enormous 
stake in Russia's future, and as 
Russia struggles to build democ­
racy and economic reform, we 
must remain engaged and dem­
onstrate our support of its effort.

In addition, there are impor­
tant foreign policy and security 
challenges facing the global com­
munity, in which Russia must 
play a key role. And the Russian 
people must know that, in times 
of difficulty, the United States will 
not turn its back on them.

Likewise, in the face of the re­
cent violence in Northern Ire­
land, the presidents visit stands 
as a tribute to the courage and 
determination of the people of 
Northern Ireland and the Irish 
Republic, who voted to make the 
Good Friday peace agreement 
possible. The president’s pres­
ence also signals his support for 
the rapid implementation of the 
agreement and demonstrates that 
the United States will continue to 
be deeply involved in supporting 
the peace process and economic 
development, both in the Irish 
Republic and Northern Ireland.

While in Northern Ireland, I 
will have the opportunity to an­
nounce the creation of a different 
kind of partnership — smaller 
but, in many ways, just as impor­
tant to the fiiture of the region. 
It’S a partnership designed to 
bring the children of Belfast one 
of the fundamentals of childhood 
— a safe place to play.

This new partnership will join 
together PlayBoard, a group 
based in Northern Ireland and 
dedicated to improving the qual­
ity of children^ lives by providing 
opportunities to play, with 
KaBOOM, a S23 million non­
profit corporation based in Wash­
ington that brings individuals, or­
ganizations and businesses 
together to build safe and acces­
sible playgrounds in some of this 
country's toughest neighbor­
hoods. Their goal is to build 1,000 
playgrounds in the United States 
by the end of the year 2000.

Darell Hammond, the chief ex­
ecutive officer of KaBOOM, ex­
plains why he thinks playgrounds 
are so important: “At KaBOOM, 
we believe in play because it is 
the ‘work’ of children. When we 
take away opportunities for chil­
dren to test their physical skills, 
develop self-esteem and interact 
constructively with their peers, 
we effectively make these chil­

dren ‘unemployed.’ By building 
playgrounds, we invest in our 
children and the safety of the 
communities on which our busi­
nesses depend.”

■V.<

Talking It Over

US. needs to be there 
for Russia, N. Ireland
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Hillary Clinton Reaps
Praise at Two St

AiujBg the 300 women from 
Northern Iidmd participating in 
the threexfaQr event, there

In Moscow, at a women’s 
forum, the two first lathes agreed 

In her first solo appearance worntu shook! command mote 
since the president adiiiitlHl to respect But Mrs. Clinton left the

andiencp’s curiosity unsatisfied 
about the state of her marriage.

Asked what the Yeltsins wffl 
do when her irudand is no 
longer president, the Russian 
first lady said, *1 think that we 
will Eve Eke all people do. Like 
normal people. Finally.”

Mrs. Clinton said only, *We

VtuhingnnhttFortifn Service

an improper relationship with a
White House intern, HUhry din­
ton left Moscow a day ahead of
her husband to partidpate in a
conference she initiated here,
“Vital Voices—Women in De­
mocracyShe was introduced
by Fiona Hughes, a high school
junior, who called her “a -role
mode! to me and to young worn- have no plans yet’

LaFraniere tn Moscow 
contributed to this report.

en around the world." ------------------------------
The president is to join his Correspondent Sharon 

wife in Northern Ireland on
Thursday.

W toosljinjgtonBost

“Women came together, as 
they have always done," she said, 

met in law school So we have It was the women whose wins- 
spent a lot of time on common pering became a torrent that

projects and issues that we both could no longer be ignored.”
are very concerned about” she
said.

BELFAST, Sept 2—A cool seemed to be almost univeraal 
and polished Hillary Rodham admiration for HiDary CEnton, 
Clinton barnstormed through and a wiOiagnesB to ignore her 
two European cities today, meet- problems with her husband, 
ing cheering crowds that hailed TTssadtintAmericanssreso 
her as a role model for the focused on my namesake, the 
women of the world. . younger Monica,” said Monica

If the first lady was bothered McWilliams, a key female pofiti- 
by the fact that her husband's cal leader here and one of 14 
infidelity has been reported, and women elected in June to North-
ridicuied, around the planet Irtiand’s new assembly. If 
there was nary a sign of it as she that were the only problem our
answered questions with Naina media had to rejxxt on, we’d 
Yeltsin, wife of Russian Rest- consider ourselves lucky.’
dent Boris Yeltsin, in Moscow CEnton was poised, crisp and 
and received boisterous support flawless in a lengthy keynote 
at two speeches here in Northern address to the women's confer
Leland. ence here and a seemingly off-

In both locales she talked easi- thecuff greeting to pofitical lead-
ly about working and traveling ere beneath the ornate vaulted 
with the man she oiled “my dome cf Bdfesf s dty haL She 
husband.’ In Moscow she de- praised this year's peace agree- 
scribed her marriage with Presi- ment in the troubled Britisb- 
dent Clinton as a working part- ruled province and said that 
nerahip, the Associated Press women deserve much of the 
reported. credit for demsrxfing an end to

“My husband and I have 30 years of dvil war.
worked together, I guess, for
about 27 years, ever since we



I
I

"(S

.^;c.

i
Z

7/ ♦

•f•>

i

■■>

?• -

E

,Wv,’:5«‘•*•;'.,

Ji.

i
-• i

i 

'!

\ " '

hl.
k.
ih>7'

■’ ' . .’ *■ 

. 5j* •; . * 
. ’‘i’ ’

t

THE BELFAST TELEGRAPH
Thursday, Septembers, 1998 
PAGE 10

t.r.

z

a

i

.w
 JS 4 2

^ ....... ^
■ ’• • .

v..v i^r —

~Di7

'?* r-- '

:.fc±

~Z-

Bi

w;

ZwTj'fc-ii:

; . .2****^ • < '*l"t**^'*,****i*,” ••».. .-i-.. .... _..^ 

ft AU if V ,

: ■
?■ ?gj Z.;i

■' ■.

■t

' M ...
- .'r- J,- '- 
as

..■•J54? -

,L—

■■

. . MF‘‘ 
. ?w 
' / ■ ■ZZ®1

WB'

r..
:. a.-x-A-'.- ASi»'<; ~ ' Vfet ‘ :' T ‘



Irish Independent Newspaper

September 3, 1998

"She could be president herself - in fact she 
should be," said one woman.

Hillary's entourage certainly shrieked VIP: Five 
motorbike outriders signalled her arrival, 
followed by a cavalcade of cars.

co

O

She radiated confidence, she radiated serenity, 
she radiated a woman who's just had her blonde 
bob styled to within an inch of its life and who 
knows she's looking good.

With intense interest focused on the scandal 
surrounding her husband, the First Lady's every 
gesture was being scrutinised.

Hillary mentioned the H-word - "my husband" - 
three times. Completely straight-faced each 
time.

themselves heard in a political world once 
reserved primarily for men."

But if she has her troubles, she was keeping 
them to herself in Belfast - her smile never 
wavered, her composure never faltered.

And as First Ladies go, she was positively 
presidential, which was the consensus among 
delegates at the conference.

Radiant First Lady
Hillary gets a standing 
ovation

If you listen you can hear the voices of women 
who withstood jeers and threats to make 
themselves heard in a political world once

By MARTiNA DEVLIN

A RELAXED and smiling Hillary Clinton 
delivered a keynote speech to hundreds of 
women in Belfast last night and showed no sign 
of any strain.

Mrs Clinton spoke for 40 minutes about the 
rights and achievements of women and 
afterwards received a standing ovation from the 
450-strong audience in the Waterfront Hall.

It was Mrs Clinton's first speech since her 
husband admitted his "inappropriate" 
relationship with Monica Lewinsky and it was 
delivered in a strong, unfaltering style.

Poised and relaxed in a smart blue trouser suit, 
she told the Women in Democracy Conference 
that it was women's voices which could not be 
ignored.



c

could have been the reflection of so much 
jewellery in the room.

Mrs Clinton drew cheers when she announced; 
"I'll take any excuse to come back to Belfast!"

The Americans came to build partnerships, to 
listen and to learn, she said.

Indoors at the Waterfront, the audience was 
overwhelmingly female and male pohticians 
stood out like sore thumbs among the 
power-dressed women.

"The smiles and everyone mean so much to me 
right now." she said gazing at the many 
outstretched hands that sought her own.

The conference was part of an ongoing global 
initiative promoted by the US Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright as a foreign policy agenda 
observing and strengthening democracy around 
the world, Mrs Clinton said.

Belfast, she said, put Northern Ireland and the 
women of Northern Ireland on the world map. 
The conference had succeeded in bringing 
people together.

"This is truly a special moment for me," said 
Mrs Clinton privately before greeting the crowd.

The first was held in Vienna in 1997 and in 
October the third conference will take place in 
Uruguay.

Nothing can compare she said to the powerful 
voices heard in Belfast over the past few days. 
"There is a powerful chorus calling for women 
to become full democrats in a secure Northern 
Ireland."

Security men were tripping over themselves to 
open the door of her stretch limousine. "How 
many people does it take to help one woman out 
of a car?" wondered a watcher.

"It's intimidating", admitted UDP leader Gary 
McMichael, looking around the room in a break 
from signing autographs for schoolgirls. Then he 
reahsed this could be misconstrued and hastily 
added that there should be more women in 
politics.

She emphasised the path to peace constructed in 
Northern Ireland may one day serve as a 
blueprint for other troubled countries.

c
5.

But Sinn Fein's Martin McGuinness claimed he 
was used to being surrounded by females 
because there were so many in his party. "We're 
very progressive," he said with a twinkle. Or it

"The last time I was in such female dominated 
company was at the maternity ward," said 
ex-Belfast Lord Mayor, Alban Maginness. And 
that's a place he has visited eight times with his 
wife.
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In the words of Madeleine Albright to advance 
the cause of women is not just the right but the 
smart thing to do, she said and in Northern 
Ireland it was smart because women have a 
central role to play in the reconstruction of 
society - a society that is truly inclusive.

Mrs Clinton said economic progress, democratic 
progress and human rights affected women's 
progress and women's rights. She said that on 
the 50th anniversary of the Declaration of
Human Rights what women want is to help them 
create a better world.

The jeers and threats, the prejudices and 
violence that women withstood to make 
themselves heard would be no more.

The conference was about practical things to fill 
in the peace.

The hopes for peace have to be translated into 
the hard work of practical action and political 
compromise in the Assembly and elsewhere, 
Mrs Clinton said.

cr.
44-
c

r

Mrs Clinton promised the audience that
Americans would stand with Northern Ireland 
when it moved forward.

She said the road to peace would never be easy 
but that bombs, bullets and terrorists will never 
turn people back. "Hatred and violence no 
longer have a place here."

She paid tribute to generations of women who 
had the courage, strength, the hope and prayer 
for a brighter future.

Women gathered around kitchen tables, at 
markets and "gatherings like this" she said and 
their torrent of voices could no longer be 
ignored.
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WOMEN’S VOICES I

First Lady Draws Cheers at Women’s Conference in Belfast

I

I

I

i

i

ton’s response to it had come up in a 
meeting before the conference and 
that the women present had agreed 
that the most important thing for a 
woman is to have "an independent 
project” to turn to at such times.

“This is a very traditional male- 
dominated society and they don’t 
know how to handle a Hillary Clin­
ton,” she said, adding, “Oh, do we 
need this woman here now.”

I

I

i

i
i

By WARREN HOGE

BELFAST, Northern Ireland, Sept. 
2 — Introduced by a 16-year-old stu­
dent as “a role model for young 
women around the world,” Hillary 
Rodham Clinton told a cheering 
gathering of women in Belfast to­
night that it was their “courage and 
strength” that had secured the new 
Northern Ireland peace settlement.

“Wives. Mothers. Sisters. Daugh­
ters,” she told the 450 delegates to 
the “Vital Voices: Women in Democ­
racy” conference. “Few were house­
hold names. But having seen their 
lives and communities tom apart by 
violence, women came together as 
women have always done — around 
kitchen tables, at the market, in 
gatherings like this. It was women 

whose whispers of ‘Enough’ became 
a torrent of voices that could no 
longer be ignored.”

Mrs. Clinton arrived here today 
from Moscow a day ahead of Presi­
dent Clinton. The speech was her 
first since his televised admission on 
Aug. 17 of an “inappropriate rela­
tionship” with a White House intern. 
She strode onto the stage of Water­
front Hall to a burst of applause.

With only two fleeting mentions of 
the President’s pending arrival, Mrs. 
Clinton talked for 40 minutes of the 
rights and achievements of women 
and the duty toward the next genera­
tion.

“Ultimately, our children are why 
we are here,” she said.

It was Mrs. Clinton’s third trip to

I
I
I
I

Ms. McWilliams and her fellow 
negotiators in the 26-month-long 
peace talks were called “silly wom­
en,” “dogs” and “scum” by their 
male counterparts from other par-.

I
I

I

Northern Ireland in four years, and
she is a known and appreciated fig­
ure here, particularly among wom­
en. Her defense of her husband,
which has raised some questions
among women elsewhere, has not ties. Some mooed like cows when the 
diminished enthusiasm for her here, women took their seats.

“My God, where have those worn- Ms. McWilliams said that the 
en in America been?” said Monica President’s behavior and Mrs. Clln- 
McWilliams, 44, a professor at the
University of Ulster who is a founder
of the Women’s Coalition political
party and a member of the new
Northern Ireland Assembly.

“Women have to have survival
skills, and people have to put things
back in place when mistakes get
made, and we know about that only
too well in Northern Ireland,” Ms.

. McWilliams said in an interview.
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lucky enough to be watching C-SPAN speech equally powerful, equally de­
Wednesday evening were treated to a signed to inspire the people of North-

lence. That is for me the ultimate can marshal the thought, the skill a 
dream I see In my mind's eye ...the empathy they demonstrated

Septembers, 1998
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no longer be ignored. If we listen care­
fully, their voices still echo through
this room and lift ours up today. ”

Speaking of a playground she was speeches in Belfast. It is impossible to 
scheduled to dedicate Thursday, the imagine that same circumstance for

 

Our perspective

In Belfast
The Clintons’ impressive teamwork

Those who knew enough or were Clinton in the audience, he delivered a

generations of women” who helped after his speech, he stopped for several 
bring Northern Ireland to the begin- moments to ensure that two school- 
ning of peace — and the equally sig- girls got their photo taken with him. It 
niflcant role that women will play in was a tender, observant thing to do,
ensuring that peacp endures.

substance, delivered well, received
well. Of the women who have contrib­
uted to peace in Northern Ireland, she relatives and victims
said, “Wives. Mothers. Sisters. Dau, ‘
ters. Few were household names. ]  
having seen their lives and communi­
ties torn apart by violence, women toward success. It is an effort’ as the 
came together as women have always people of Northern Ireland know well, 
done — around kitchen tables, at the that will bring him little political gain, 
market, in gatherings like this. It was A strong impression during the 
women whose whispers of 'enough’ Clintons’ snort visit to Northern Ire- 
became a torrent of voices that could land was of how well they do their jobs 

and what an excellent team they
make. It is possible to imagine Hillary 
and Bill delivering each others’

  MlNMfeAPPLIS * ST PAUL 

this room and lift ours up today, 
r • • -

scheduled
First Lady told the assembled women, any other White House couple save 
“You are ultimately those who will the Roosevelts.
determine whether the children of Through their six years in the White 
Northern Ireland can play like chil- House, the Clintons have endured 
dren should — without respect to reli- challenges and scurrilous attacks that 
gion or politics, without stereotyping would have laid low most other cou- 
or name calling, without fear or vio- pies. How remarkable that they still 
lence. That is for me the ultimate can marshal the thought, the skill and 
dream I see In my mind's eye....” the empathy they demonstrated in

The next morning in the same Belfast. It is unfashionable to say so, 
room, President Clinton addressed but they make a very good team for 
members of the newly elected North- America.
ern Iraland assembly With Hillary

first-rate speech that Hillary Rodham ern Ireland to hold fast to the princi- 
Clinton had delivered to a conference pies of peace and reconciliation 
of women in Belfast earlier that day. In through the difficult times they inev- 
the new Waterfront Hall, the First Lady itably will face, 
spoke of the “courage and strength of As the president worked the crowd

the sort of action that cannot be faked 
It was a powerful speech, full of and which brings no accolades.

Later, the Clintons traveled to 
Omagh, where they met privately with 
relatives and victims of the Omagh 

Everywhere they went, theigh- bombing.
But president was thanked profusely for 

his role in guiding the peace process

ays people of Northern Ireland know well, 
the that will bring him little political gain.

i A strong impression during the 
■intons’ snort visit to Northern Ire-
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Belfast — Hillary Rodham Clinton called North-

conflict — virtually all of them men.
Sitting in the front row of one balcony were Gerry
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2ND, 1998

AP Photo
First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, speaking at conference in Belfast, exhorts women to play a role in peace process.
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murdered by the enemies of peace,” she said.
Her speech brought together not only grass-roots 

em Ireland’s women a quiet catalyst for the Belfast Protestant and Catholic activists, but once-deadly 
peace agreement, but said they must play a bigger opponents in Northern Ireland’s three-decade-old 
role in politics for real reconciliation to take root.

“It was women whose whispers of ‘Enough’ be- _
came a torrent of voices that could no longer be Adams, Martin McGuinness and Pat Doherty, lead- 
ignored,” she told 600 female activists, community ers of the IRA-allied Sinn Fein party. Behind them 
workers and politicians yesterday at a conference sat members of the Ulster Unionists, the major 
called “Vital Voices: Women in Democracy.” Protestant party that also backs April’s accord on

“It is up to you, the women of Northern Ireland, how Northern Ireland should be governed — but 
speaking out whenever injustice arises, to point out refuses to talk directly with Sinn Fein, 
opportunities, to face up to challenges, and to speak Sinn Fein yesterday kept up the momentum for 
for those who are still voiceless,” she said. peace by signaling its readiness to tackle the politi-

The first lady, who flew here from Moscow a day. cally vital issue of guerrilla disarmament.
before the president, mourned the victims of last The move was one of a series of apparently chor- 
month’s car-bomb attack, which killed 28 people in eographed advances timed to capitalize on today’s 
Omagh. “When my husband and I go to Omagh 13-hour visit by President Bill Clinton, a staunch 
tomorrow, we will pay tribute to those who were supporter of peace efforts in the province.
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Hillarj' Clinton paying tribute to the ‘courage and strength of generations of women’ who had helped in the 
- ■ - “—cnn aj jjjp Vital Voices - Women in
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By Martina Purdy

First Lady
iniroauce ine First Lady — 
but was delayed at West-

aghy who introduced the
First Lady.

she had reports of Dr 
Mowlam’s “skills as a party

ing the painful episode 
Monica Lewinsky.“Rdf aw KZ' i t a the sPeakers who were only

her a lot ^nd given a few hours notice3.
Si ” Sm10ver a ^ar- One Belfast woman dec- 

hd woman- ,He hned at the thought of it.
needs her now more than P__.

taking part in a cross-

vice-
tiip now!”
Hillary w;

message of support. “May 
God bless you . . . and theup her response to 17-ye 

old Fiona Hughes from B< ood bless you . . . and th< 
future you build together.”

Thd National Newspaper of Northern Ireland

sympathy for Hillaty 
ton from the 200(Lst.___D 
guests who packed the 
Waterfront Hall.

V.- ■

She came 
she saw 
and she

vision coverage of the bomb 
in horror when she saw her 
friends injured.

One of her best friends 
was killed in the blast.

Mrs Clinton closed with a

'•■'•I

turned to the First Lady, 

lighted audience: !‘I had to 
use your name to advantage 
as well, Mrs Clinton, be­
cause I had to be at school 
today.”

The First Lady assured 
Fiona that there were 
around a “a thousand of 
us” who would be glad to 
provide her with a note.

Ms Hughes was among

needs her now more than 
ever — she can crack the 
whip now!”\

Hillary was all charm and 
smiles however for the Bel­
fast audience. They lapped 

i inse t0 i7_year_

lell-

■■

t • •

As she stepped onto the 
stage, Mrs Clinton, wearing 
a sleek navy suit, chunky 
gold jewellery, won the first 
of three standing ovations.

One delegate mused that 
Hillary was now more 
powerful than ever follow- 

: with

Inez McCormack, 
president of the ICTU, 
braved the audience and got • 
a wry chuckle out of Mrs 
Clinton when she expressed 
relief she hadn’t been given 
the task of the previous 
speaker.

I .

hostess and dancer par ex­
cellence.”

The lighthearted mood 
turned sombre at times — 
particularly as Mrs Clinton

“I’D chuck him out,” said 
the 1 freshfaced ’ teenager- 
when asked what she would 
do if she were Bill Clinton’s 
wife.

While views on her hus­
band were mixed, there. 
seemed to be nothing but 
sympathy for Hillaiy Clin­
ton from the 200(J-strong

spoke of Jahette Rooney, an 
Omagh teenager who was

community project in Wash­
ington ano watched the tele­

Ms Hughes, a sixthformer
turned to the First Lady, D... 
and announced to a de- to a reception Dr Mowlam

for the delegates, she said

■

about my past
Raoturous u“l‘wasn’t asked to talk

wefcomefor HBL'T 7 T
Secretary of State Mo 

Mowlam, was supposed to 
introduce the First Lad’

minster.
Mrs Clinton paid tribute 

to the first woman Secretary 
of State, who was her host 
at Hillsborough. Referring 

had held the previouTnigh!
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Wives send peace balloons soaring
has a crucial

were P6 pupils of neighbour­
ing Stranmillis and St Bride’s

For more than an hour

100 white peace Balloons partnership between 
after meeting up with £layBoard and KABOOM!, 
America’s First Lady an American community

Lagan Meadows in Belfast,

: iS'r

-.-A

The National Newspaper of Northern Ireland‘•.L

A.
'T-

/

It is understood that Mrs 
Clinton wanted to visit the

meeting as an ideal example. future and play has a crucial
Antoinette McKeown, role in the healing process. , 

 .ayBoard’s chief executive. For more than an hour 
said she was delighted that the before the visit police using 
First Lady was demonstrating metal detectors carried put an

/■

Cherie, greeted around 40 help PlayBoard to get the 
children during a visit to equipment it needed for a 
Lagan Meadows in Belfast, L.
organised by the charity area exclusively I 
PlayBoard. The Play Spi

The children were aged aims to provide

traumatic acts of political and jlater today, 
sectarian violence within their
communities,

“Children represent our Omagh bomb victims.

'•'4
1^

unique environmental play 
’ ’ ' for children.

>ace initiative
le an environ-

between nine and ten and

<

Play Board’s chief executive, 
sail
First Lady was demonstrating 
her support for the charity.

“Undoubtedly, children are 
the most adversely affected

Northern Ireland. *’

“We must not forget that

Primary Schools.
During her hour-long visit 

Mrs Clinton revealed a new

Hillary 

reveals new 

help for 

children

1

extensive security sweep of 
the area.

A team of presidential 
“jn security personnel also accom- 

“_0L,^^I0UbleS ,n paniedtne entourage.

Mrs Clinton and Mrs Blair 
were expected to make a

r

■ •• K 
X
'■ \

Telegraph
!'• . ••

mental haven for children to 
play with a series of natural 
elements such as a waterfall or 
river and animal life.

The Lagan Meadows site 
was chosen for today’s

j ....

“We must not—
three generation^ of children private visit to the Royal 
have been exposed to ‘Victoria Hospital in Belfast

today. . . development organisation.
Hillary Clinton, accom- In her speech the First Lady 

nanied by Tony Blair’s wife said that KABOOM! would

First Lady Hillary Cllhton signa autographs for bhlldren during a visit to 
Ij&gan Moadows In Belfast today.

By Nigel Gould

PROTESTANT and 
Catholic primary school 
children together released 
100 white peace balloons

\\

Lagan Meadows In Belfast today.
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lelegraph
Newspaper of the Yeor JL “She was genuinely 

interested in our health ser-
prise trip
Victoria Hi■ ;•

A Royal spokeswoman 
id: “She also spoke to

agency for children’s play in 
Northern Ireland.

The National Newspaper of Northern Ireland J.

c
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First Lady pays 
surprise visit t 
blast injured

vice and spoke to both our 
chief executive and chair­
man about the health 
service’s overall structure.”

“They really appreciated 
the visit.

The visit was not part of 
Mrs Clinton’s official 
itinerary — and no media 
were invited.

a

said
staff who had helped in the 
aftermath of the blast.

“They felt it was recogni­
tion of the work they Tike 
many other medical staff 
across the province had 
done.

By Nigel Gould

THE First Lady visited 
some of the Omagh bomb 
victims today during a sur­
prise trip to the Royal 
Victoria Hospital.

Mrs Clinton, accom­
panied by Cherie Blair, 
toured the hospital’s acci­
dent and emergency wing 
and the burns unit.

. She chatted to both blast 
victims and their families 
dunng a 45-minute visit. The First Lady travelled 

to the Royal after an hour- 
long visit to Lagan Meadows 
in the Stranmillis area of 
Belfast where she met both 
Protestant and Catholic pri­
mary schoolchildren.

The visit was arranged by 
PlayBoard — the lead
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HILLARY Clinton’s

The First Lady’s DC- 
) plane, emblazoned

da

to catch a glimpse of 
First Lady and her

cess.

arrival in =■ the 
province was very 
low-key compared to 
that of her husband.

THE BELFAST TELEGRAPH
Thursday, September 3,1998

'Speech 

prep' so 

no time 

for chat

free for a quick chat 
before her 5pm keynote 
address at the Water­
front met with no suc­
cess.

“Those next two 
hours are scheduled as 
down-time and speech 

■ prep,” the polite but 
firm White House infor- 
mation officer informed 
them.

By Peter McVerry

10 plane, emblazoned 
with a United States of 
America ensignia, 
touched down on the 
tarmac at Belfast Inter­
national Airport at 
precisely 2.34pm yester- > 

aKere to greet Mrs 

Clinton were US 
Ambassador to the UK 
Philip Lader, US Con­
sul General lor North­
ern Ireland Ki Fort, 
Northern Ireland Office 
minister Paul Murphy 
and airport chief execu­
tive Stanley Thomas.

Passengers in nearby 
departure lounges 
mingled with staff eager 
to catch a glimpse of the 
First Lady and her en­
tourage as armed 
security personnel 
maintained a rooftop 
vigil.igil.

Inquisitive reporters 
interested in finding out 
if Mrs Clinton would be

before her 5pm keyn< 
address at the Wat
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Glass act: US First Lady Hillary Clinton dons sunglasses on a visit to Lagan 
Meadows today.
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Telegraph

By Dan McGinn

FIRST Lady Hillary

gether during the 
darkest days of the

I,

irage
race

ine^Hr^ Uidy arrive. « th. Waterfront Hall for the Vital Voice.

a week.

id
on. qi 
!, good 
credit.

"The

“They were people 
simply living their lives.
workini

an effective education
system to dealing with 
the problem of domestic "The

be addressed as the

can play 
should ...

During the province's

name
ac-

violence."

; J...

i

W 4■•fe-

1
•!

i

•

^^6
•;>

S-.S’

i 
I
t
a

■•J

respect to religion 
politics, without 

stereotyping < 
calling, withoui

T-~i-

Hw' >i ■ ....

I

opportunity 
education 
healthcare 
loans and <

• <.;v

r.«

I
a

si?

F
I

the crucial role 

courageous 
ri holding

.about the conditions 
that promote peace and 
prosperity, we, I think, 
can agree on basic 
goals,” she said.

Mrs ' Clinton added: 
“All people must have

only in the
bly. tut in every 
of society.

A '

Each 

person 
has role 

to play

violence would have to
,-7—----------------------------- ,j new Northern Ireland and in .

I .

i-

"They were mostly 
women and children. 
They were Catholic and 
Protestant, unionist and 
nationalist, young and 
old.

grimmest hours women 
held their families to­
gether, Mrs Clinton 
knowledged.

f-

Clinton has praised 
t1--
played by <---------------
women in ______ D
Northern Ireland to-

-----ang at a drapery 
store, hanging out with 
friends, buying school 
uniforms for -their 
children. • ,

/

and I go to Omagh 
tomorrow, we will pay 
tribute to those who 

. . , were murdered by the
access to the tools of enemies of peace.

■-F-!

no longer have a place children of Northern 
Ireland can play like 
children should ... with­
out r------ ' ‘
or politics, .

' ' or
it fear or

good 
uality

I jobs.
that the future would be 
brighter, free of 
troubles and heart­
break".

A

■>;w■■ w

But drawing a parallel 
with a new green space 
for children piannea by 
PlayBoard with an 
American group called 
KaBOOM, she urged 
men and women to 
work together to create 
a new political environ­
ment.

kind of 
opportunities that will 
give responsible people 
of whatever back­
grounds the chance to 
more forward into the 
21st century with confi­
dence."

Issues from creating

Seven days 
she said, they “carried 
on with hope and prayer

>/■

I'--?-'

■w

troubles.
She was speaking 

after a warm reception 
at the Vital Voices’ 
conference at the 
Waterfront Hall yester­
day.

An audience of politi­
cians, civil servants and 
women and children 
from a wide spectrum of 
society heard Mrs Clin­
ton speak of the 
courage of women in 
the race of almost 30 
years of violence.

She also told an audi­
ence — which included 
Sinn Fein’s Gerry 
Adams and Martin 
McGuinness and the 
UDP’s Gary McMichael 
— there was an onus on 
everyone in society to 
translate the hopes for 
peace into practical 
economic and social 
action.

"The hopes for peace 
will have to be transla­
ted into the hard work 
of practical action and 
political compromise, 
not only in the 
Assembly, tut in every 
comer of society.

“So the real chal­
lenge of this conference 
starts as we leave. How 
will each of us work to 
fulfill the promise of

■* - 5

terrorists
targeted the people of

it was the

"You are ultimately

*

women of Northern Ire- V -Bufr she alsb ackno&Z ( ....

...... - - - - - - - - ,..«1 ,nx0™“ XTJ -yj-S-jSTd!■•■XSL’S’IK. '
P6306- < V hprp

“When my husband^
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rapturous applause.
The other big burst of

press passes. reiterated Sinn Fein
Only a few wilting leader Gerry Adams'

tor.

the Sinn

a reception for the First r e c e p 
Ladv to mark the end of notwithstanoir

tion.

members of the public

and 
aisc?f

i

{

had bothered touring the 

details of the. visit, said

w.-

greatto
be back

previous evening that 
violence must be “over, 
done with and i

Sadly, its tl„. 

massive security; tens of of Wales, . hung fan- the hall to overlook 
U r\ 11 n rr zl r za f m A 1 1  am *1.™ vS a a a ■ m fl

gates to greet that visi- impossible to accurately 

"'Still, the First Ladv.

eone." . 
. .. _ the media

try outside first anniversary of the were shepherded onto a
Hall amid death of Diana. Princess balcony at the rear of

Hiaiy 
says it’s

the 'Vital Voices confer- lighted to be back.
ence. ' "I feel uplifted and ant.

There was no tangible energised by the
buzz of excitementf no courageous men and
discernible sense of ex- women with whom I

have met.-' she said. . . ,   
her strident tones filling island of Ireland and vet

By Gai Walter
’• V'- . ■

1 AM. said a strident 
First Lady, not shy.

The comments were 
riot, however, a invita­
tion to any public dis­
cussion of errant hus­
band Bill's marital mis­
demeanours.

Instead, they were a

atmosphere surrounding was — the low-key
------ *!__ r__ rr.— _ _ _ . • 0 n 

de-

' ■

cult the joumev Is. > 
"1 bring a message 

not only of support 
encouragement hut 
of admiration for what 

- you are doing puts vou 
' on the right side of 

history.”.
Her words won

clapping of the evening 
came when Lord Mayor 

.... r   David Alderdice, intro­
that she would seize any officer handing out. during the First Ladv. 
ovrmco “1 r*on find raitarnfnrl Cinn ETain

Eloquent 
First Lady 
makes her 
hall mark

a few years makes^. . .

what a night. The Presi­
dent and Hiilai
Belfast's City I

thousands of well- guidly on the ^ornate proceedings, it 
wishers stretched out on \L'
a cold, starry night as tor. gauge the reaction of
far as the eye could see Still, the First Ladv. Mr Adams to this refer- 
to welcome them. her neat blonde bob ence to his soundbite.

Last night, roughly immaculately coiffeured
same time, same place, as ever and dressed in
yet a radically different an elegant navy suit.

bouquets left in memory comments' of the

murdered in the Omagh 
'. more

Speaking afterwards, 
the Sinn Fein leader was 
in fine fettle;

He had found the 
conference on the ad­
vancement of women 
"very, very import-

Pausing briefly, he 
told me with great con­
viction: "Women are 
the majority on thepectation or antiripa-

Only a couple of the Great Halt. , " are massively discrimi-
, "' "We know how diffi- nated against.”

• ■ ' - i

City Hall to J find out

reference to the fact the public relations 
♦knt rko I____12______
excuse “1 can find to1 
come back to Northern
Ireland." 

But what a difference of the 28 people 
a few years makes . . . murdered in the

November 1995. Oh atrocity' and.
-n— n : recently to mark the



•* >.!

<;■

political

who was than ji

“She seemed to have a

-.. -v

2 of 2

influential 
backed L_

I
I
I

have a voice on 20-plu 
ial government 
boards in North

Coalition’s views on the

; mate. ■ ■■.•.?- ■ -
Ms Sagar recalled: 

. “She seemed to have a 
very clear understand­
ing about Northern Ire- 

• -■

cm Ireland.

a .w>uuu» --- Ms McWilliams told
“ Ms'^cWiih^T'i was the First Lady:

• - -I ...
“We are saying no. 

political 
t and 

t ••• w — — "
women’s rights — have 

But the reference to walk hand in hand.’

Mrs Clinton noddedwhen it came to the,  ̂ "o®1”1

s ia® bbIB ■S’Sare ES;"5SiStfS WW.-3S

Washington w^en Mrs: land and didn’t see involved their children 

■'dinton emerged from everything as a Hack in politics. E_:!. ’ h^r®offi« with- the , and white issue.’’ expiated they had been

Secretary of State Mo Mrs Clinton was evenHl ' <7 ■ ” aware of the abuse the

ilii

a fraction of the British, Irrsh ’and

'were women even have spent thjee days

l-«r to B.ltast

tati

f Both
erolained they had been 
reluctant to do this. 

“As a feminist;” said

kf'

ifficjals

Ji^The ponvehatian put it tn
rsoon moved - from a way Would normally

______________ ___
clearly well-briefed, understood that very ,w womcn even

bs,

Ms Sagar recalled: Their >15 minute ses-

■ ? ; tion.
■ • ; ■ . . - <• i- -. •’ ,

Their >15 minute ses- >
sion extended into an t .
hour as Mrs Ointon Service are 1
asked if the Coalition women who do not even

Mrs Clinton was.
pack mentality, a male the successful cam- ™ 

rsoon moved - from ;i a way JzfaMld normally •’S Sagar And Ms

‘Mrs Omton, who was thtej mk. ■qq forum meinbers American women who
women * even have spent three days at 

. , _ --------- > the conference? in Bek
;The First .Udy half the popula- fast. H ;

Mrs Clinton was due
And hist 9% of the to add her voice to the 

senior jobs in d^ag Xnle kS ;

i not even nofe address.
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first lady speaks
out with style •-

T”

Into Belfast yesterday showing no
signs of the scandals which have witnessed during their first trip back ; the attitudes and values and getting a rec^tion at Belfast city hall,
dogged America’s first family. in October 1995. i on with people with whom you have SDLP assembly member Brid

Making her first public appearance She paid a lengthy tribute to the ■ profound differences.” , ' ■ Rodgers described it as excellent
since the Monica Lewinsky story role of women in the search for-■ > Biit she said that if basic goals were and very encouraging”,
broke, the first lady smiled as she peace and said the women’s-agreed it would give everyone the "She stressed the importance of 
____ i_____1 -.4. j .___ ________ ;________________________________ LX__ u___-1_________ — uertmAn eha ic n VPHJ imnrtxcivP

■ H

f

husband, the first lady’s every

conference.

• ■ ■•• a..

V.*’

?■ session of the Vital Voices Wbmen in '

K'S' M^w'ch' XSSiSJSWuilor

advancement
Cleariy at ease as she stepped from Ireland: “That which

ignored, /j - ? ’ j

r '■

A RELAXED Hillary Clinton breezed privileged to see the rebirth of “Democracy is hatti work There is

•. >•

women...she is a very Impressive
t-------------- . .V’r/ t -tn>'

y Shankill community worker May
Blood said the speech was “very 

•“ “ ............................;.h

which included Assembly members ’ Hawkins said she was very 
■_is. j.. »x__: j-j _ i i ♦ tr: r\_ t ’ * •_ i___1.___j i_ __________ »__ L__

“Every word came from the heart. 
She touched on a lot of subjects and 

the unbending resolve of Northern Mrs Clinton said: “We all fallow that Mrs Clinton then attended a

the quest for peace." she was given a rapturous reception.
- x . a a Na. . a . ..a *

and prayed that peace would Clinton listened intently as other husband, who arrives in Belfast
'- speakers outlined their reasons for today, to urge all sides to make

“It was women’s whispers which taking part in the Vital Voices - further political progress.
-ecame a torrent if •.rices...” conference. President Clinton is also expected

Mrs Clinton, delivering her speech She laughed openly as one of the to lay a wreath in the devastated

women that the struggle for woman, declared: “Til bend but 1 will huge open-air peace rally in the Mall
d»mirrTS»<hv wniild nnt hppacv nnf h^maninukatad ” area nf Arninnh

IRISH NEWS

.. her^fflcialJImouSlne, Mre\ciintOn ^.hoi^, fiyed.rfied andO’ly

reporters and photographers, ? ’ ’

arrived at the Waterfront Hall to . conference provided an opportunity ' chance to go forward together.
address a conference on women’s for powerful voices to.blend to be r.._rr_L_—J.

lem. , and the world's wifi tp see Northern
have-Ireland succeed in achieving peace.

.— _._J<vpted’ -But■•the audience clapped when ■ emotive”. ; .
smiled and waved to waiting for.’ .k, . . /• 1 -‘J \ ; she spoke of her feelings as she “She came across well and seemed
reporters and photographers, ‘Mrs Clinton, who referred to the watched Ireland from her private to mean what she said.

Wearing a styilsh navy-blue trouser Omagh bombers as “enemies of: plane flying into the country. “I thought She looked quite well
suit and pearls, Mrs CHnton joined peace”, warned the road to peace1 . “It is one of the most beautiful given what she has been through 
the platform party tor the final would never be easy. , '' places on God’s earth_ let us pledge recent^. '

if But she Vowed that America would that this is only the beginning.” “She looked better than ever.”
< Democracy conference and said be behind the peace process every Mrs Clinton told the audience. And west Belfast delegate Bridle

. ; - ' \ women’s voices could no longer be step of the way. v ; ; . „ ^22. . , 2 f ' T
ignored. “You will only move forward and, and David Trimble’s wife Daphne, impressed by the first lady’s speech.

It was the first lady’s first official as you do. please know that America that the people were now the : J L ““
. speech since her husband admitted will stand with you." . architects of a newenvironment f... ’ ’

■ his “inappropriate” relationship with America’s first lady paid tribute to Summing up her 404ninute speech left no relevant issue out”
White House aide Monica Lewinsky. I  ’ ~ - -- - -

pn the scandal surrounding her years of heartbreak and misery.
7‘iiuaiKuiu, uic iuoi io 

gesture was scrutinised. 
■; P But she rose to the o
< smiled her way through the hour­

long conference before delivering a 
powerful speech on enpowerfng 
women to meet the challenges of the 
future

Mrs Clinton told delegates she was

America’s first lady paid tribute to

•r^ind with intense^interest focussed Ireland women to carry on despite women’s voices played a vital rote in reception at Belfast city hali where
pn the scandal surrounding her years of heartbreak and misery. the quest for peace.” she was given a rapturous reception,
husband, the first lady’s every But she said that women kept faith During the final session Mrs The first lady will join with her
H . and prayed that peace would Clinton listened intently as other husband, who arrives in Belfast
L But she rose to the occasion and become a reality. speakers outlined their reasons for today, to urge all sides to make

“It was women’s whispers which taking part in the Vital Voices - further political progress.
became a torrent of voices...” '? conference. President Clinton is also expected

Mrs Clinton, delivering her speech She laughed openly as one of the to lay a wreath in the devastated 
in a clear unfaltering style, warned speakers, summing up her role as a village of Omagh before addressing a 

democracy would not be easy. not be manipulated.” area of Armagh.



IRISH NEWSthe

• - —;•

a
*•

i

business world
AMERICAN First Lady Hillary Clinton’s

The conference then takes a sideways

heard nationally and internationally.

is about

hish News is sending two readers, redundant, yet runs onexif the most 
nominated by their respective business successful agencies in London - he

Andy Law bought out the London 
creating advertising agency which he ran for £1

Hillary gives 
helping hand to 
women in the 

By Jim Fitzpatrick 
Business Editor

Thursday September 31998

Living".
In the afternoon the conference 

explores personal themes, led by Paula 
Downey who focuses on the 
importance of communication in 
organisations.

According to the organisers the 
conference sub-heading does not imply 
that only women have the necessary 
intelligence to address the issues of 
today, but rather that the “feminine” 
side in everyone needs to be nurtured.

the event and the Irish News welcomes 
nominations from both sexes in equal 
numbers.

According to conference organiser
visit to Northern Ireland yesterday ' Paula Downey, who is keynote speaker 
spurred the launch of the first all­
Ireland organisation for women in
business.

Network Ireland, which is currently a

for the afternoon session, the 
conference examines issues from the' 
global to the personal perspective.

First speaker at the conference is 
Sabina Spencer, a consultant to 
multinational companies Ln the .area of 
strategic leadership. She opens the 
event with a look at the truly global 
Issues pushing change in the world of 
business. ~

"Not just environmental issues, but 
sustainability in ‘every sense," 
according to Paula Downey.

conference, Ms O’Connor sald:“The the Celtic tiger economy, 
visit of Hillary Clinton to Northern
Ireland highlights the need for Northern look at the role of business
Ireland women to. make their voices organisations, through the eyes of a 

man who has turned the concept on its 
"The launch of Network Northern head.

Ireland, the organisation for women in / '
business,
opportunities for women to build these from the paratf company and turned it
essential networks.” Into a trust owned equajly by all the

In support of the new Initiative the employees. He believes advertising 4s ‘

colleagues, to this year’s Network 
Ireland conference tn Dublin next 
month. -, /

The package includes two nights 
accommodation in the Burlington 
Hotel, pre-conference dinner on Friday 
October 9, the conference itself on 
Saturday October 10, gala dinner 
attended by the Tanaiste Mary Hamey 
on Saturday night, and Sunday morning 
brunch in the Burlington.

The conference is entitled "Do we 
Want an Economy or a Society?" with the 
subheading “Bringing a feminine 
intelligence to our working and living".

But the organisers are keen to stress 
that they expect many men to attend

explains the apparent paradoxes.
Next up are two women who wrote a 

book which was the 90 s antidote to 80’s 
yuppyism entitled "Getting a Life-the 
Doumshifter’s Guide to Happier, Simpler

major organisation ' for female
entrepreneurs and executives in the
Republic, is launching a recruitment
drive in Northern Ireland later this
month.

Network Northern Ireland will be
headed by Sharon O’Connor, who is
director of the Learning Centre , in
Belfast She said the organisation would
be aimed at women who own their own \ The second speaker is Irish “futurist" 
firms, or work in companies. Gerard O'Neill, who will look at national

Speaking at the Waterfront Hall where issues facing Ireland: the impact of the 
she was attending the Vital Voices internet, the Euro, and the realities of
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: of Northern

Waterfront Hill this

tomorrow, and huge 
cnrwda are expected for 
Mr f'ltntnrte nsooa

One tomorrowaddress.
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The President's wife

LSTER
I Hillary leads the 
advance party for 

A^^idenrsvi^it

j of the Water-
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here because it’s an . to open a playground Pedestrian access will be 
area where the has It for ProtestanL and
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ide her first public appearance first reference to the scandal, which 
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It was also confirmed cer1 

today that Mary Black,
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'Gathering for Peace' fast later tonight and he
tomorrow, and huge will personally greet the
crowds are expected for President when be dis-
Mr Clinton's peace embarks from Air Force
address. One tomorrow mom-
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ig a promise 
hen she visits

report

minutes at 4pm sharp.

Ms O’Neill, a State

1

speech,
a out

McWilliams, who along 
with Ms Sagar had

They stood by a 
photocopier making

1 of 2

aaiv nvurv ibbwwi uiv iwv muLuai avkjuaniiaiivta, 
 r r Women’s Coalition and made it her busi- 

The meeting was a representatives.

small talk with the
British Ambassador to

hostini
ing t

:er of the House of
First Lady Hillary Clin- when she received a Representatives, 
ton would meet the two telephone from Rose- She came to know the 
Women’s Coalition mary O’Neill asking if Coalition through 
negotiators for 15 she would meet the two mutual acquaintances.

Hillary adds her voice 
in battle for equality

morning had confirmed Women’s Coalition 
” ’ ■ — Qin- when she received a

s two telephone from Rose-

Ms McWilliams, a 
university lecturer, and 
Ms Sagar, a community 
worker, had little time 
to reflect on their grow­
ing political clout as 
they entered the heart 
of one of the world’s 
most famous buildings.

fluence in politics — Department official, 
and a powertul network carried considerable 

‘ of women at work. clout in Washington, as
Mrs Clinton was the daughter of Tip 

already aware of the O’Neill, the legendary
•» she had refused the 

traditional role reserved 
for the First Lady — 
' ‘ teas, redecorat-

White House 
and promoting safe 
issues.

Like her husband, she 
was keenly interested in 
the ongoing political 
talks at Stormont and 
was kept informed via 
the National Security 
Council (which often 
had the minutes of the 
talks even before the 
delegates.)

Mrs Clinton had

Patrick’s Day _ 
Washington when 
Monica McWilliams 
and Pearl Sagar 
arrived at the ’-------
House.

A telephone call that

sign of. the fledgling
Coalition’s growing in- 
"------- in politics — Department official,

powertul network carried considerable

raced to the White 
House that day in be­
tween meetings with 
Washington power­
brokers, congressman
Peter King, Richard 
Neal, and Senator 
Edward Kennedy.

Mrs Clinton had 
already travelled to Bel­
fast twice since 1995, 
once with her husband 
and a second time to 
deliver the Joyce 
McCartan memorial lec­
ture at the University of 
Jordanstown.

In her speech, she 
had singled out the 
Coalition for special 
mention.

Afterwards she had 
been introduced to Ms

ness to help out.
“A force to be 

reckoned with,” was 
how Ms Sagar described 
her.

Mrs Clinton readily 
agreed to the meeting.

A lifelong femmist,

IT was a drizzly St
r in First Lady Hillary Clinton was keep- 

1 'n9 a Promise to Belfast women 
when she visited today. MARTINA 

w^e PURDY and EILEEN FLEMING
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A close-up view of Russia’s crisis
fUllary Clinton visits with a struggling businesswoman.

•ss’

A *’

k •

■JI feel such sympathy for Mrs. 
Clinton,” said Lyuda Kalinina, 40, 
who was sewing a woman’s suit 
jacket as the American started her 
tour of the tidy, cheery enterprise. 
“It’s such a delicate situation. If one 
of us was going through it, maybe 
our best girlfriend would know 
about it. But in Mrs. Clinton’s case, 
the whole world knows. I feel so

clothes had been so high in recent
months that she had contracted
with three other factories — with a thing was going so well this sum-

"If they kick him out, have him 
come to Russia,” Nedzvetskaya said. 
“We would gladly welcome him as 
our president. We could sure use a 
good one.”

17, the same day the President made 
his admission of an improper rela­
tionship after seven months of deni­
als.

Sitting next to Hillary Clinton.

ders.”
The director of the small textile 

factory where the meeting took

: Il

further. : 2 Id 1‘. *._d
The price of the imported fabric that Americans must “have nothing

‘ *1

By Elizabeth Shogren
LOS ANGELES TIMES

MOSCOW — Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton had a street-level view of Rus­
sia’s economic crisis yesterday, vis­
iting a privately owned clothing
factory that has been hard hit and
talking to a rare breed — Russian
female entrepreneurs — about the
struggles they confront;

Because it was the first time Hil­
lary Clinton had faced reporters
since her husband’s televised ad­
mission of marital infidelity, she
also answered a delicately worded
question about how she was coping
with the personal impact of Presi­
dent Clinton’s political crisis. “I’ve
been getting along fine,” she said
with what appeared to be a forced
smile.

That was more of a mask than her Associated Press / mikail metzel Clinton and former White House in­
Russian hosts put on their own very Hillary Clinton and Naina Yeltsin tern Monica S. Lewinsky, 
rli ffriT’rin t r'-ricio tirKiz'H hnrrnn Aiirr ■ .i . • “T fzxal rnrrnnothv KAvc

A;

•J'

mer,” Nedzvetskaya said in an inter­
view. Now, for the first time in a 
decade as a pioneering private busi­
nesswoman, she faces serious 
doubts that she will be able to keep 
the doors of her enterprise open.

Hillary Clinton’s visit with the 
businesswomen offered her a 
glimpse of the problems facing 
many thousands of private enter­
prises that have struggled into ex­
istence as Russia makes the transi­
tion from the Soviet-era command 
economy toward a free-market sys­
tem.

Given the Russians’ deep eco­
nomic fears, it was incomprehensi­
ble to Nedzvetskaya and the work­
ers in her factory that the U5. 
political system was in crisis over 
the relationship between President

total of about 500 seamstresses — to 
keep up with orders from across the 

dl Lillig 11 UAl IU 111X101/ V. 1X111 Vll, r ‘

Russian President Boris N. Yeltsin’s .
wife, Naina I. Yeltsin, opened the
meeting with businesswomen by re­
ferring to her country’s economy
collapse. "In this difficult time,” she

differentjcrisis, which began Aug. 0efQ toured the State Tretyakov 
n Gallery in Moscow yesterday.

we had such high hopes,” she said.
But since it hit, she added, there
was only uncertainty.

Nedzvetskaya’s business grew prices, so she faces a formidable di- ing him or demanding his resigna-
from a mom-and-pop shop in 1988 to lemma: If she raises prices, she will tion.
a factory with 60 full-time workers, lose customers; if she doesn’t, she
Demand for her reasonably priced will be unable to make ends meet.

“We had planned to introduce two
new lines this fall because every-

said, “much lies on women's shoul- upheaval has caused the value of Nedzvetskaya scoffed at all the at- 
the^ Russian currency to plummet tention given to the Clintons’ per- 
furthcr. sonal problems and said it showed

even more direct. “Before the crisis, and dresses soared overnight. Her she offered a suggestion for what 
targeted market — Russian women President Clinton should do if the 
with modest incomes — cannot af- U.S. political establishment decided 
ford to pay more than her current to take the extreme step of impeach-

All that changed Aug. 17, when
the ruble was devalued and pay­
ments on some government debts 
were frozen. Since then, political sorry for her.”'

Nedzvetskaya scoffed at all the at-

place, Tatyana Nedzvetskaya, was that Nedzvetskaya uses for her suits else to worry about.”
She offered a suggestion for what
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By EIJZABEHl SHOGREN

M
owned clothing .factory' that has been

s’
herenliterprise

le aituat

women offered her a microcosm of the

't

But all that changed Aug. 17, when

lems and said it shows that Americans

She offered a suggestion for what Clin-
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Rodham Clinton had a street- 
level view Of Russia's economic lines this fall because everything was ger

TDffiS STAFF WKnxa.
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iven their , deep economic fears, it 
was > incomprehensible to Nedzvet- 

skaya and her employees that the U.S.

with what appeared to be a forced smile. ;■<, 
That was more of a mask than the first

a congressional demand that he resign. 
‘If they kick him out, have him come 

to Russia," Nedzvetskaya said. "We 
women with modest incomes—cannot af- would gladly welcome him as our presi- 
ford' to pay more than her current prices, dent We couldsureusea good one.”

•••••• ‘ ; . • . . . • r, . . . ■ ...

’ i.

debts were frozen. Since then, political must “have nothing else to worry about”
upheaval has caused the value of the ru- E “ ‘  ‘
ble to plummet further. The price of the ton should do if he faces impeachment or 
imported fabric that Nedzvetskaya uses a congressional demand that he resign.
for her suits and dresses soared over' 
night Her targeted market—Russian

17—the same day the president made his

First Lady Naina L Yell

First Lady Gets Earful of

Businesswomen’s Woes
■ Entrepreneurs: Atadothing factory, Mrs. Clinton hears how 
doldrums are affecting free-market pioneers.

so she faces a formidable dilemma: If she 
raises prices, she will lose her customers; 
if she doesn’t, she will be imable to make 

lUBiueet ;> . ,
"Vfe had planned to introduce two new

V X,. , * * ' V AV. W V/A ' AAUlACUa O * * ■■■■... ..,■■■ ............ .«■>.. ---- -f-_ n uu "
crisis Tuesday, as she visited a privately ing «» well this summer,” Nedzvetskaya 

- said jn .an Interview, Now, for the first
hard hit and talked to a rare breed—Rus- time in a dgcade as;a pioneering private 

businesswoman, she faces serious doubts 
that she will be able to keep the doors of 
h— ~t=±±X!open. ;

, r .  "The situation is much more critical 
televised admission <rf marital infidelity, • than it has ever been before,” Nedzvet- 
she also answered a delicately worded skaya said “It was not so difficult in the 
question about how she. is coping with the. beginning. We had nothing to lose. Now, 
personal impart of President Clinton's por 60 women will be on the street if we fait 
litical crisis. -v : ' What ,is so sad and frustrating is that

she also answered a delicately worded skaya said “It was not so difficult in the 

personal impart of President Clinton’B po- 60 women will be on the street if we fail. 
litiCHl crisis. v’. • ■? ; : * Whaf in an nad and fninfrafincr io fHnt

‘Tve been getting along fine,” she said none of this depends on you. It’S all up to 
i*i—*._*----------- 1 *^ i— - j --—the idiotic decimons of the government”

Mrs. Clinton’s visit with the business­
women offered her a microcosm of the 
problems facing many thousands of pri-

,r '■ *: • s • .* .i.v'2 •. .* *

i G

her reasonably priced clothes has beei^ so
high in recent months that she con- ------ - r--------- -----------------------------
traded with three other factories to keep ton’s case, the whole world knowsV I feel 
up with orders from across the country. so sorry for her.”

sian women entrepreneurs—about the 
struggles they confront • x

Since it was the first time Mrs. Clinton 
had faced reporters since her .husband’s

White House intern Monica S. Lewinsky. 
"I feel such sympathy for Mrs. Clin­

ton,” said Lyuda Kalinina, 40, who was 
sewing a woman’s suit jacket as the 

  American first lady started her tour of
mom-and-pop shop in 1988 to a factory the tidy, cheery enterprise. “It’s such a

through it, maybe our best girlfriend

J 

? •

raises prices, she will lose her customers;

OSCOW—First Lady Hillary aids meet >

But all that changpd Aug 17, when Nedzvetskaya scoffed.at all the atten- 
Russia’s currency, the ruble, was deval- tion given to the Clintons* personal prob- 
ued and payments on some government 1 J *

upheaval has caused the value of the ru-

Ikd/s Russian hosts piit on their own, 
very different crisis, which began Augl

. 33
meeting with businesswomen by refer­
ring to her country’s economic collapse.

“In this difficult, time, .much> lies on 
women’s shoulders,” she said. ;  * . 

The director of the small clothing fac- political system is in crisis over the rela-
tory where the meeting took place, Tatia- tionship between Clinton and former 
na Nedzvetskaya, was even more direct ”

“Before the crisis, we had such high;
hopes,” she said. But since it hit she 
added, there is only uncertainty.

Nedzvetskaya’s business grew from a

with 60 full-time * workers. Demand for delicate situation. If one of us was going 
her reasonably priced clothes has been so through . it maybe our best girlfriend 
high in recent months that she con- would know about it But in Mrs. Clin-
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Clinton Sees ‘No Painless Solutions^
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By Bury Schweh!
*nd Maura Reynolds
THS UIOCIATF.O MES!

With a message of support but no finan­
cial help, U.S. President Bill Clinton
urged Russians on Tuesday to "reject the
failed policies of the past" in coping with
their current economic crisis.

“Given the facts before you, I have to
tell you that J do not believe there are
any painless solutions,” Clinton told a
new generation of Russian leaders at
Moscow State University of Interna­
tional Relations.

Clinton spoke after he and President
Boris Yeltsin had opened a two-day
summit unlikely to deliver sweeping
agreements from the politically
wounded presidents.

Clinton offered no specific ideas on
how the infant democracy could weather
the tailspin of its currency, but he repeat­
edly said that Russia must "play by the
rules” of international commerce and
get rid of conuption.

“I believe you will create the condi-
lions of growth ifbut only if — you
continue to move decisively along the
path of democratic, market-oriented dential study. The first agreement to 
constructive revolution." trickle out was a joint pledge to climi-

Clinton traced America's own two nate some stockpiles of plutonium taken 
centuries of democracy and said “the front dismantled missile warheads, and 
road has not always been easy," referring to exchange information on anti-missile 
to the Civil War, Great Depression and alert systems.
two world wars. While the two presidents visited

Despite the poor outlook for mean- schools and universities, their wives 
ingful progress, Yeltsin declared just be- had tea with Russian businesswomen 
fore his summit meetings that "Russian- Tuesday. For Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
American relations are developing sue- it was her first public appearance since 
cessfully.” her husband admitted an inappropri-

He greeted Clinton with a bear hujt ate relationship with a While House

Naina VWtaln, Mt, and Httary Clinton, carter, vtefUng a Moscow dotting factory Tuesday In support of women entrepreneurs.

when asked how she's been. signs hanging on dress models and
“I’ve been getting along fine,” the watching the blue-aproned women stitch

first lady said tajoumalists, emphasizing and iron.
“fine” with a nod of her head. “Itb a very nice work environment,”

Mrs. Clinton appeared jet-lagged but she said.
otherwise happy to be hobnobbing The visit was designed to highlight 
about Moscow with Naina Yeltsin. The the work of women business owners, 
two toured a private women's clothing something Mrs. Yeltsin said deserves 
factory and took part in a discussion with more attention.
women small-business owners before “It’s a pity that so many of our busi- 
setting off for a tour of the Tretyakov ness owners arc men,” Mrs. Yeltsin said, 
Gallery, Moscow* premier art museum, noting that only 18 percent of Russian 
Mrs. Clinton walked slnwlv throiiph the hntinrwc are nu.r>^/t hw .wxmrn “M.™
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THESCENESummit Meeting Teeters
On Edge of Self-Parody

toured a factory, and Mrs. Yeltsin

r

Reuters
JUUl IY-
Mr. Yeltsin, looking reasonably Hillary Rodham Clinton with Va­

lentina Chernomyrdin in Moscow.
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been said to have had — or tried to 
have — some involvement.

The manager, David Segal, said 
the $35 dolls “are being produced as 
fast as the people can get the stock 
for them.”

Mr. Segal said he was merely do-

II

hale, good-naturedly stiffed news 
photographers by turning his back 
on them during one ceremony.

Mr. Clinton, ever gregarious, prac­
ticed staff-written Russian-language 
platitudes on crowds all day. Beyond 
the range of the lens, however, the 
economy is unavoidable.

As the Clintons and the Yeltsins 
and some 115 other luminaries dined , 
in the Kremlin tonight on pike rasste­
gai, salmon, roast-beef-stuffed om­
elet and the obligatory wine and cav­
iar, Muscovites a few blocks away 
were resting after a day of methodi­
cally picking grocery shelves clean 
of food and dry goods they fully ex­
pect will soon disappear.

been turned off for nonpayment.
And that was merely the Russian

side of the equation. Moments after
Mr. Clinton finished cutting a fat loaf
of Russian bread this morning in Mr.
Yeltsin’s marble-and-bronze Krem­
lin study, the two men were jerked
back to reality by a CBS News corre­
spondent who suddenly asked: What
about the economy?

The correspondent, Scott Pelley,
was seeking a response from Mr.
Clinton about Monday’s" 500-point
drop in the stock market. But the
question could just as easily have
been asked of Mr. Yeltsin, whose
nation’s own stock market has shed
60 percent of its blue-chips’ value in
the last two months alone.

Mr. Pelley was escorted from the
room by Russian officials and briefly

Thls evening, Moscow television stripped of his press^ credentials for

broadcast videotape of the event in
its entirety, barely-bleeped epithets
and all.

This sort of disgrace would never 

have happened if Leonid Brezhnev
still ran things. But Brezhnev and the

f;?.-<\

By MICHAEL WINES

MOSCOW, Sept. 1 — As President 
and Mrs. Clinton prepared to retire 
tonight at the Marriott Hotel near the 
banks of the Moscow River, a car 
pulled over not far from the hotel 
entrance. The doors opened, and Vla­
dimir Zhirinovsky, the ultranational­
ist who controls a bloc of seats in 
Russia’s Parliament, climbed out

Mr. Zhirinovsky turned toward the 
hotel and yelled, in so many excep­
tionally unprintable words, “Clinton, 
you are an idiot!” After applying the 
coarsest description of sexual rela­
tions to the President, he added, 
“Your dollar Is dirt, and this dirt is 
all over the world!”

He then produced a dollar in his 
hand and told his supporters, “Bum 
it.” They did.

- •

..A'..

decried the lack of women’s roles in 
business. Mrs. Clinton was even 
asked point-blank about her outlook 
in the wake of the President’s admis­
sion that he carried on a sexual rela­
tionship with Monica Lewinsky. 

•‘I’ve been getting along fine," 
Mrs. Clinton responded; reporters 
later analyzed her body language 
and facial expressions during a joint 
appearance with Mr. Clinton — their 
first since his admission — at a Rus­
sian public school. Mr. Clinton also 
suffered his share of slings. In down- 

  town Moscow, a British manager of a
Moscow newspapers reported to- fine-arts reproduction company was

of
I
1

Q
I
i

1=)

Ji)

breaking a promise to be silent.
As Mr. Zhirinovsky demonstrated, 

the respect usually accorded to sum­
mit participants has gone largely by 
the boards this week. 

 _ Mrs. Clinton played a decided sec-
&>vie“union me deaik Boris R YeT-

tsln is alive and, by several accounts
still kicking, and Russian-American
summitry — still somber and inflat­
ed as ever — now teeters at times on
the slippery brink of self-parody.

Depending on one’s point of view,
Moscow right now is either no place
for such a worldly event or the per­
fect place. The contrast between for­
mer summit meetings and the cur­
rent state of the two countries — and
their leaders — is simply too great to
ignore. '

The public aspects of this summit
meeting have been scripted almost
entirely for television; some events,
such as a wreath-laying in Red
Square this morning, were staged
solely for cameras and a small pool
of reporters.

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Yeltsin duti­
fully mugged for the cameras all
day, exchanging bear hugs, gifts and
tributes to the enduring friendship of
their nations at almost every public
opportunity.

/. v.’ > 'V -

day that ships loaded with imported selling a special edition of Russian 
goods, now a huge share of Russian nesting dolls, featuring the likeness­
purchases, were turning away or re- es Mr. Clinton, Ms. Lewinsky and 
fusing to unload because of the fiscal three other women with whom he has 
uncertainty. Non-perishables like
grain, oils and, in St. Petersburg, 
refrigerators were vanishing from 
stores, and prices in some instances
had reportedly doubled.

Olympic-quality runners, fearful
of being injured in a coup, threatened
to desert a world-class track meet ing his part for the Russian economy, 
this weekend. The Russian Olympic “We’re going to have most of one 
Committee was hampered in re- village turning them out,” he said in 
spending because its electricity had an interview this week.
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Hillary Rodham Clinton with Va­
lentina Chernomyrdin in Moscow.
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A Subdued First Lady

•. '*I

at the opening of the school year. 
It marked the first time the two

8

> \ > v-s (Vi tisdortyr 1

had appeared together at a public 
event since before Aug. 17, when 
Clinton retracted his seven- 
month-long denial on television..

Neither Clinton made any ref­
erence to the scandal yesterday.

The couple sat side by side on- 
the stage, both with fixed smiles. 
The usual free exchanges be­
tween the two were missing.

Hillary Clinton told the chil­
dren how pleased she was to visitr 
the 118-year-old school. Her style 
grew more formal as she neared 
the close of her remarks. "It ismy 
great honor to introduce to you 
Bill Clinton, the president of the 
United States,” she said.

White House officials said the

.■ y? -

l ' ' '- 

REUTERS .

Moscow — Bill and Hillary
Clinton spent time trying to heal
their marriage after the intern
affair, but the strains showed yes­
terday at a joint appearance.

"I’ve been getting along fine,”
Hillary Clinton said about the ,
weeks since the president ad­
mitted to an “inappropriate” re­
lationship. She was sharing tea 
with Russian businesswomen 
and first lady Naina Yeltsin.

Later, she joined her husband 
at School No. 19 for a ceremony

?.

' I
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5
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m 

“I’ll tell you, looking at them makes you think twice ZJ 
__..a -u_ >»_______ ______________ ________:j

pain inflicted by the affair. The Clintons spent much of Sympathy was with Hillary Clinton in the small m
the time in seclusion, but not necessarily together.

A source close to the couple said the few times they

r .
r-

m 
$ 
CD 6 
5 

s 
m 
o 

 ..... APPhoto m
Clintons had used a vacation at their first public appearance alnce Aug. 17, the Clintons share a smile over a doll g 
Martha’s Vineyard as a time for presented them by students of an elementary school in Moscow, 
healing emotional wounds in­
flicted by the president’s infidelity. Aides said the vaca- '
tion, which ended Sunday, exposed the depth of the about cheating,” one White House official said.

clothing factory she toured with the Russian first lady. « 
“Ona human scale, I feel sorry for her,” said presser 5 

were with others, the first lady virtually ignored her Tonya Salkina. “She’s a woman above everything else, £ 

husband and spoke only jp ot^ier popple,at,their table. 5 not justthe presidents, yrife.”,.
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bombers told
Dublin poised

o

to back terror
crackdown

-
THE toughest anti-terrorism crackdown
in the history of the Eire state was last

o civil liberties posed 
of proposals.

the se-

holds-barred message to the 
breakaway terrorists, still dith<

looly.
lublin

gent than the broadly lookalike set of pro­
posals being considered simultaneously

i repre-
. and in-

EMOT1ONAL STATEMENT: Tony Blair pledged yesterday to get tough with terrorists

DUP plans to confront Clinton r
By MERVYN PAULEY

I.

■n the
ming of a meeting of all 
leaders in the Assembly

IAN PAISLEY

Dail debate

'iW-1

DUP
front

violence or "face the consequences ’. 
Mr Ahem's stance secured widespread

2
o

Higgins.
Mr O Caolain warned: "A return to a

CE
□_

/

O
x:
Q_

<
>
Ct
LU
co

; down and working with 
ims and McGuinness in 

government".

Unionist 
— the 

iccusing the party of 
hypocrisy" in its ap-

launched a strong attack < 
of the on-ceasefire IRA.

But the only direct resistance came 
from the Dail's lone Sinn Fein repre­
sentative. Caoimhghin O Caolain. and in­
dependent Socialist Party member Joe

Paisley confirmed the stay- 
away stance. “I am going to give 
Mr Trimble no cover to do the 
dirty deed of getting IRA/Sinn

pletely contrary to the Good F..—, 
agreement (on Northern Ireland).

Mr Higgins pointed to the potential 
threat to civil liberties posed by the se-

in the history of the Eire state was last 
night set for overwhelming Dublin par­
liamentary approval after brushing aside 
token resistance

failed repressive agenda would run com- 
-------.U. Friday

Fein into the government of 
Northern Ireland." he declared. 

__________________ upbeat 
... of the 
saying the 

___d would not 
RA got rid of its 
did not believe

He dismisssed the 
mood in the wake 
Adams' statement, s ’ 
war was not over and ™ 
be until the IRA —• - 
weapons. He d™ »» _____
there would be any action on 
decommissioning.

legal organisation, the unlawful collec­
tion of information and training people 
in making or using firearms;
• Increased periods for the detention of 
terrorist suspects’
• The stepped-up use of a witness pro­
tection programme;

and the controversial issue of 
the shadow executive, the DUP 
made it clear it will boycott the 
exercise.

Party leader the Rev lan

_______

largely a procedural exercise 
ahead of the resumption of the 
Assembly the following week. 
Mr Trimble and deputy First 
Minister Seamus Mallon were 
required to call it.”

UK Unionist deputy leader 
Cedric Wilson said his party 
would consider the invitation 

lay's meeting. 
Ulster Un*--s-‘

A spokesman for Mr Trimble 
insisted there was no chance of 
a private head-to-head meeting 
between the UUP chief and Mr 
Adams.

•'The First Minister and oth­
er party representatives can be 

...------- * the need for de-
forcefully to

posals being .j
by the House of Commons - were:
• Easier courtroom convictions in ille- 

1 organisation membership cases;
The granting of rights to courts to 

ake inferences on the silence of accusedmake Lucieuvco Uli uie aucuvc ut awuocu 
suspects;
• New offences including directing an il­
legal organisation, the unlawful collec-

to Monda 
An U.____

spokesman rounded 
DUP, accusing the - 
“crass , —
proach to Sinn Fein. 

“The DUP sits with Sinn 
Fein on the standing orders 
committee of the Assembly." he 
said. “Monday's meeting is 
largely a procedural exercis*

jly the following . 
mbie and deputy 

5 Mallon

land and
He said the Real IRA had disgraced 

themselves and no community in Ireland 
wished to have them in their midst.

The Dail expected all remaining active 
paramilitaries to halt their campaigns of 
vinlencp nr "faep th* mn«*nnpncê ”

All government and opposition parties 
lined up behind what Prime Minister 
Bertie Ahem called "a tough and dra­
conian" response to the Omagh bomb

threat to i 
vere set c . .

After securing the anticipated Dail sec­
ond and committee stages acceptance, 
the measures will today be debated in the

after claiming responsibility for the 
Omagh outrage, would be permanent. 

The premier bluntly told them: “You 
cannot hope to take on the people of Ire- 
’ ' ’ win.”

don and Washingt 
attacked Mr Trimble 
conveni-7 - ‘ 
party leader. .. 
on Monday.

With the Sinn Fein chief ex­
pected to attend the Stormont 
round-table talks, called to 
discuss Assembly structures

Ir Trimble over the 
of a meeting

presidential commission, made up of 
Chief Justice Liam HamUton and the 
speakers of the Dail and Senate. Seamus 
Pattison and Brian Mullooly.

Key sections of the Dublin blueprint 
- generally regarded as even more strin­

politicians plan to con- 
____ US President Bill Clinton 
today during the first engage­
ment of his dav-long Ulster vis­
it

Fbrthright exchanges are ex- 
nected when Mr Clinton goes 
to Stormont to greet mem­
bers of the new 108-seater As­
sembly.

Each party will be givei 
■pportunity to meet him;

ident a no-nonsense assess­
ment of the current situation 
and Gerry Adams' "violence 
must end" statement.

The DUP has dismissed the 
statement as a "carefully chore­
ographed" ploy to please Lon­
don and Washington and

1

support from the main opposition groups 
in the Dail, although his predecessor as 
prime minister. Fine Gael party leader 
John Bruton, asked why the security 
steps had not been taken earlier and 
.------ . - ---------------on the attitude

Senate, the upper house of the Eire par­
liament.

After that the bill goes to the office of 
President Mary McAleese to be signed 
into law.

Because Ms McAleese is currently 
out of Eire - on a state visit to Australia 
- that process will be undertaken by a

opportunity to meet him after 
he has private talks with First 
Minister David Trimble and his 
deputy, Seamus Mallon.

DUP Assemblyman Ian Pais­
ley J nr said yesterday a party 
delegation would give the Pres-

• Forfeit of lands and property found to 
have been used by terrorists or for ter­
rorist purposes.

expected to put------------------
commissioning forcefully 
Adams," he said. “Ulster Unit.. 
ists require a start on the arms 
issue before Sinn Fein can be 
considered for government." 

DUP secretary Nigel Dodds 
claimed that Monday's meeting 
was “the prelude to Trimble sit­
ting -■-----------■*------■---------
Adai

outrage.
The Dail was poised to endorse the Ah­

ern legal and security package late 
tonight after more than 12 hours of de­
bate that went on in-tandem with sim­
ilar developments in the House of 
Commons.

In Dublin Mr Ahem delivered a no- 
---------- “ ---------- Real IRA 

an anticipated statement declaring that 
their ceasefire, announced within hours
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POISED: Hillary Clinton speaking at the Women in Democracy Conference at the Waterfront Hall yesterday
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GOOD TO SEE YOU: Europa General manager John Toner welcomes the First Lady

r—

First Lady visits Ulster
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bacK into town o

00

speech to hundreds of women in 
Belfast last night and showed no SB

o

people
in, the

Democracy Conference that it was 
women s voices which could not be ig-

jee
hes

husband only
land and I go

emies of peace.

r
Powerful voice
lacks emotion

I >
/Vpeople out in goose-pim­

ples. Her s didn’t.”

most pow 
the world.

i

''fnavy blue trouser suit,
her honey-coloured hair in, Mary

) had wait-
aeople's minds as they
scrutinised Mrs Clintonlook at the glossy Hillary

Clinton, said: "She spoke

/

/7
■ Jl

REGAL WAVE: Hillary Clinton arriving at the Europa Hotel at the start of her two-day visit

W'

gleaming, ■ 
they gave
welce”'«

I

T

tr
Q_

„__________we will pay tribute
to those who were murdered by the en-

gathering of politicians and 
community leaders: "I’m not shy. but I 
take any excuse I can find to come back 
to Northern Ireland.

>
Ct

They were mostly women and chil­
dren, Catholic and Protestant, unionist 
— ' nationalist, young and old. They 

people simply living their lives.”

o
nz 
Q_

A RELAXED and smiling Hillary
Clinton delivered a keynote

and nationalist.
were [

„ world who are watching and 
; and praying that what we have 
motion will be something re­

alised."

She emanated lashings 
as her hefty

others have done so re­
cently.

"But many of those 
other speeches brought

7

sign of any strain.
Mrs Clinton spoke for 40 minutes 

about the rights and achievements of 
women and afterwards received a stand-

And when she floated 
on to the stage with a 

—-2-, unbroken smile
gave her a queens 

welcome.

>

With intense interest focused on the 
scandal surrounding her husband the 
First Lady’s every gesture was being 
scrutinised

But she referred to her husband only 
fleetingly. "When my husband and I go 
to Omagh tomorrow we will----- - -

111

racy confere 
whispering 
for the one  
was expected to outshine 
all others.

cracking under the strain. 
When one of the other 

speaker's said: "I may 
bend, but I am not ma­
nipulated,” journalists’ 
checked out the Presi­
dent’s wife’s face for a 
flicker of recognition. 

But, like her words, she 
remained impassive.

See Pages 12-13.

The whole visit was 
heavily staged-managed. 
Delegates *—— 
and fro to f

./r?

■

She listened to four 
other speeches, two of 
which were particularly 
moving.

And when it came to 
her turn, she showed all 
the early signs of playing 
a blinder - her booming 
voice---------------------
hall i

V

It was Mrs Clinton s first speech since 
her husband admitted his "inapproi

JEANETTE OLDHAM reports from the 

Waterfront Hall

well - she has a very pow­
erful voice.

“But she lacked emo­
tion. She used a lot of 
emotional words, but 
there wasn’t the emotion 
in her voice or eyes.

“It must be hard for her 
to come in cold and give 
a speech which mentions 
Omagh when so many

The First Lady was
kept away from the media f-; Wml 
at all times so that no 
awkward questions about 
her private :;fe could pop
up.

But it must have been 
at the forefront of many 
people's minds as they 
scnitinised Mrs Clinton 
for the slightest signs of

ft.

tinue _____ ___ _ _______ ____ Pr_..
Northern Ireland: “You will only move 
forward and as you do please know that 
America will stand with you.”

' '.rs Clinton smiled broadly when she 
paid a glowing tribute by London-

...

I

w

Mrs Clinton smiled broadly when she 
was paid a glowing tribute by London­
derry student Fiona Hughes who in­
troduced her as a “role model to me and 
to young women around the world".

If people were looking for signs of 
strain, the First Lady showed none 
and seemed to relish her appearance. 

Arriving at the conference she turned 
’ ’ to the dozens of photogra-

renorters and called out

 .s were ferried to 
mm iiu to fill empty seats 
so that television cam­
eras would capture a frill 
audience.

The First Lady was 
kept away from tl 
at all times so

;7

f

Mrs Clinton paid lengthy tribute to the 
role of women In the search for peace. 
"None of this would have been possible 
were it not for the courage and strength 
of generations of women.”

She said the United States would con- 
to do all it could to support

SHE had all the tools to 
make a terrific speech, 
but somehow First Lady 
Hillary Clinton missed • 
the mark in the emotion 
stakes yesterday. 

She summoned every 
last drop of statesman­
like shine to make a trail­
blazing arrival at Belfast’s 
Waterfront Hall. 

Stepping from a sleek 
armoured car, she looked 
every bit the wife of the 
most powerful man in

Arriving a
and waved 
phers and 
"hello".

She also attended a reception at 
Belfast City Hall last night where she was 
given another rapturous reception

Shetolda 

■■

nored.
“If you listen you can hear the voices 

of women who withstood jeers and 
threats to make themselves heard in a 
political world once reserved primarily

■ carried across the 
 much more than 

those before her.
She received raptur­

ous applause at the end 
of her speech but there 
was an undeniable air of 
disappointment among 
some of the delegates 
and journalists as they 
left.

One womar 
McKinney, who------------
ed hours for a close-up

was coiffed in to the per­
fect bob.

Inside, more than 450 
h-legates of the Vital 

ces Women in Democ- 
conference waited in 

L-j anticipation 
le one woman who

"I feel uplifted and energised by the 
courageous men and women with whom 
I have met.

“We know how difficult the journey is. 
This is not only about the future of 
Northern Ireland, there are people all 
over the world who are watching and 
hoping r~ J “— **■“* -*"* —1  
set in i

J .

of glamour  . 
but omate gold jewellery 
glinted in the late-after- 
noon sun.

Dressed in a chic-cut.

ing ovation from the 450-strong audience 
in the Waterfront Hall.

i SpCcvn auivc 
“inappropri­

ate" relationship with Monica Lewinsky 
and it was delivered in a strong, unfal­
tering style.

Poised and relaxed in a smart blue 
trouser suit, she told the Women in
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Hillary takes the stage
to win womenh hearts GO

By LARA BRADLEY

o
She said: “People: looking and

■
tory and many of us will be there

1 There was applause too for Lord 
Mayor David Alderdice when he

J
( podium and told the crowd: “I feel 

uplifted and energised by the 
courageous men and women with

c

- $

7

/IHUHu
WOMEN'S VOICE: Hillary Clinton applauds one of the speakers at the Waterfront Hall

First Lady visits Ulster

i

I

«

whom I have met.” 
toWTUm? 1______,_____________

admire the difficult steps towards 
peace being taken in Ulster

o

to the raucous 
■ was a mere

or
Q-

<
>
ce

o
nz
Q_

your courage and hope.”
Dr Mo Mowlam accompanied

linton had
Hall in the 

•' night

that what you have s« in motion

WELL DONE: Mrs Clinton congratulates Fiona Hughes, 17, af­
ter the schoolgirl’s welcoming speech yesterday

PI

that what you have set in motion 
will be realised because if it is they 
too can heart that they too can 
move beyond whatever divided 
them and become stronger to­
gether in the future than they ever 
could have separate in the past.

instantly recognisable by the sou­
venir blue shoulder-bags they 
proudly clutched as they entered 
the Great Hall where poUticians 
had already made some headway 
on the wine and nibbles.

Martin McGuinness looked al

■SM
xz—u w«u ..e HiIlary took time to shake as

echoed a familiar catch-phrase many of the outstretched hands as 
saying events over the past few possible.
days suggested the worst may --------------------------—------------------
now be “over done with and gone".

.?

. j

W- ■

“What you are doing puts you 
definitely on the right side of his- 

most dapper in his new gold- ™Ton^^mnoS

But he was a mere bystander „ ,
though as the female dominated Di: Mo Mowlam accompanied 
crowd surged towards the stage to the First Lady onto the stage but 
welcome the First Lady. did not address the crowd

There was applause too for Lord Flanked by the President s men.
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■y--y-ILLARY CH..1—4 Belfast City H<.u X Apalm of her hand last t,1-*"* 
when she admitted: “I'm not
I take-----------------’ — ---> *-
come k

Three busloads of women from 
the Vital Voices Conference were 

------------v...the sou.
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The consensus of opinion among 
_ D  the audience was that Hillary is a

With a noticeable spring in her genuine and gracious woman who 
step Hillary Clinton strode to the i» blessed with impressive pre-
- - ---------•  *-« ••------------«• -r sentation and people skills

The First Lady made her exit 
and the jazz band struck up again 
with gusto. As at all the best 

le around the world have functions, a couple of the women 
First Lady how much they began to dance together, fired by 

--------------------- — .--------the elation of shaking hands with 
the world's most famous woman.
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