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Clearly directing his remarks towards the Real IRA, Mr

Ahern said: “These people are about to leam a lesson that will

each them to respect the strength of Irish democracy.”

The preS|dent s schedule

THIS is the schedule for today’s
visit to Northern Ireland by the
President of the United States,

Bill Clinton.
He will arrive at Belfast
International  Airport on

Airforce One from Moscow at
around 8,30am this morning and
be met by the Lord Lieutenant
for County Antrim, Lord O'Neill,
the prime minister Tony Blair,
secretary of state Mo Mowlam,
minister of state Paul Murphy,
and the chief constable Ronnie
Flanagan.

* From the airport Mr Clinton
will travel to Parliament
| Buildings Stormont where he

{ will be met on the front steps by

! assembly (irst minister David
Trimble and deputy first
minister Seamus Mallon.

The Clinton party will then go
inside Parliament Buildings and
be greeted by presiding officer

{Lord Alderdice and the

‘presidenl is expected to sign the
visitors book.

Following this there will be a
|number of private meetings and
ithe president will also meet a
delegalmn of congressmen.

In the long gallery which is on
\the first floor of the east wing of
{ Parliament Buildings Mr Clinton
{will meet with Northern
|Ireland’s newly elected 108
‘assembly members.
| About an hour-and-a-half later
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Mr Clinton will leave Stormont
and arrive at the Waterfront Hall
where he will be met by the Lord
Lieutenant of Belfast, colonel
James Elliot Wilson, the lord
mayor of Belfast councillor
David Alderdice and the Sheriff
for the County Borough of
Belfast councillor James Clarke.

The president is expected to
have a number of private
meetings and may join with
representatives of the Industrial
Development Board for
discussions as well as having
talks with senior company
executives from US companies
operating in Northern [reland,

Later the president will give a
keynote address at the
Waterfront Hall before departing
after midday for Springvale
where he will be met by the vice-
chancellor of the University of
Ulster Lord Smith of Clifton, and
the principal of the Belfast
Institute of Further and Higher
Education, professor Patrick
Murphy.

It is understood he will meet
two pupils from schools on the
peaceline - Gerard Quinn,
Corpus Christi College and
Margaret Gibney, Mount Gilbert
Community College.

Later in the afternoon Mr
Clinton will travel by helicopter
from Belfast City Airport and
arrive at Omagh. He will drive to
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Omagh leisure centre. There the
prime minister and the
president will meet with a large
number of relatives and
survivors of the Omagh tragedy.

On leaving the leisure centre
the presidential cavalcade will
go to Market Street where a
plaque will be unveiled near to
the scene of the bombing. Then
at High Street wreaths will be
laid at shops which lost staff in
the explosion.

Mr Clinton and Mr Blair will
speak with emergency workers,
many of whom attended the

@ SHOW OF HANDS .., Hillary Clinton at the Waterfront Hall in Beflast yesterday

injured in the immediate
aftermath of the attack.

Before 6pm Mr Clinton will
arrive in Armagh by helicopter
from Omagh and be met by the
Lord Lieutenant the Earl of
Caledon.

The mayor of Armagh will
present city civic leaders to the
president

The president will also meet
with church leaders in The Mall
- the Most Rev Lord Eames
(Lord Archbishop of Armagh),
Most ~ Rev  Sean - Brady
(Archbishop of Armagh and
Primate of All Ireland), Rev
David Kerr (President Methodist
Church in Ireland), and Rev Dr
John Dixon (Moderator
Presbyterian Church in Ireland).

Before the president’s arrival
in The Mall members of the
public will be entertained by a
cross-community choir and folk
singer Mary Black.

The president will deliver a
speech at the Mall green and
then fly by helicopter to Dublin.

This morning first lady Hillary
Clinton will visit together with
the prime minister’s wife Cherie
the Playboard Scheme in
Belfast.

Playboard has for the past
eight years undertaken research
and training on the impact of
violence and sectarianism in
children
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‘Hillary gives a
helping hand to
women in the
business world

By Jim Fitzpatrick
Business Editor

AMERICAN First Lady Hillary Clinton's
visit to Northem Ireland yesterday
spurred the launch of the first all-
Ireland organisation for women in
business.

Network Ireland, which is currently a
major organisation for female
entreprenewrs and executives in the
Republic, is launching a recruitment
drive in Northern Ireland later this
month.

Network Northemn ireland will be
headed by Sharon O'Connor, who is
director of the Learning Centre in
Belfast, She said the organisation would
be aimed at women who own their owa
firms, or work in companies.

Speaking at the Waterfront Hall where
she was attending the Vital Voices
conference, Ms O'Connor said:*The
visit of Hillary Clinton to Northern
Ireland highlights the need for Northern
Ireland women to make their voices
heard nationally and internationally.

“The launch of Network Northem
Ireland, the organisation for women in
business, is about  creating
opportunities for women to build these
essential networks.”

In support of the new initiative the
Irish News is sending two readers,
nominated by their respective business
colleagues, to this year’s Network
Ireland conference in Dublin next
month.

The package includes two nights
accommodation In the Burlington
Hotel, preconference dinner on Friday
October 9, the conference itself on
Saturday October 10, gala dinner
attended by the Tanaiste Mary Harney
on Saturday night, and Sunday moming
brunch in the Burlington.

The conference is entitled "Do we
Want an Economy ara Society?” with the
sub-heading “Bringing a feminine
intelligence to our working and living”™,

But the organisers are keen to stress
that they expect many men to attend

the event, and the Jrish News welcomes
nominations from both sexes in equal
numbers.

According to conference organiser
Paula Downey, who is keynote speaker
for the afternoon session, the
conference examines issues from the
global to the personal perspective.

First speaker at the conference is
Sabina Spencer, a consultant to
multinational companies in the area of
strategic leadership. She opens the
event with a look at the truly global
issues pushing change in the world of
business.

“Not just environmental Issues, but
sustainability In ‘every sense”
according to Paula Downey.

The second speaker is Irish “futurist”
Gerard O'Neill, who will look at national
issues facing Ireland: the impact of the
internet, the Euro, and the realities of
the Celtic tiger economy.

The conference then takes a sideways
look at the role of business
organisations, through the eyes of a
man.-who has turned the concept on its
head

Andy Law bought out the London
advertising agency which he ran for 1
from the parent company.and turned it
into a trust owned equally by all the
employees. He believes advertising is
redundant, yet runs one of the most
successful agencies in London - he
explains the apparent paradoxes.

Next up are two women who wrote a
book which was the 90's antidote to 80's
yuppyism entitled "Getting a Life - the
Downshifter’s Guide to Happier, Simpler
Living”™.

In the afternoon the conference
explores personal themes, led by Paula
Downey who focuses on the
importance of communication in
organisations.

According to the organisers the
conference subheading does not imply
that only women have the necessary
intelligence to address the issues of
today, but rather that the *feminine”
side in everyone needs to be nurtured

® America’s first lady Hillary Clinton arriving at th
Waterfront Hall in Belfast yesterday Pictura: Homt ©
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‘Hillary gives a

helping hand to
women In the
business world

By Jim Fitzpatrick
Business Editor

AMERICAN First Lady Hillary Clinton’s
visit to Northern Ireland yesterday
spurred the launch of the first all-
Ireland organisation for women in
business.

Network Ireland, which is currently a
major organisation for female
entrepreneurs and executives in the
Republic, is launching a recruitment
drive in Northern Ireland Jater this
month.

Network Northern Ireland will be
headed by Sharon O'Connor, who s
director of the Learning Centre .in
Belfast. She said the organisation would
be aimed at women who own their own
firms, or work in companies,

Speaking at the Waterfront Hall where
she was attending the Vital Voices
conference, Ms O'Connor said:“The
visit of Hillary Clinton to Northem
Ireland highlights the need for Northem
Ireland women to make their voices
heard nationally and internationally.

*The launch of Network Northern
Ireland, the organisation for women in
business, is about  creating
opportunities for women to build these
essential networks.”

In support of the new initiative the
Irish News is sending two readers,

d by their respective b
colleagues, to this year's Network
Ireland conference in Dublin next
month.

The package includes two nights
accommodation in the Burlington
Hotel, preconference dinner on Friday
October 9, the conference itself on
Saturday October 10, gala dinner
attended by the Tanaiste Mary Hamey
on Saturday night, and Sunday moming
brunch in the Burlington,

The conference is entitled "Do we
Want an Economy or a Society?” with the

h-headi “nog i a [}

intelligence to our w;rk;ng and living™.
But the organisers are keen 1o stress
that they expect many men to attend

the event, and the Jrish News welcomes
nominations from both sexes in equal
numbers.

According to conference organiser
Paula Downey, who is keynote speaker
for the afternoon session, the
conference examines issues from the
global to the personal perspective.

First speaker at the conference is
Sabina Spencer, a consultant to
multinational companies in the area of
strategic leadership. She opens the
event with a look at the truly global
issues pushing change in the world of
business.

*Not just environmental issues, but
sustainability in ‘every sense
according to Paula Downey.

The second speaker is Irish “futurist”
Gerard O'Neill, who will look at national
Issues facing lreland: the impact of the
internet, the Euro, and the realities of
the Celtic tiger economy.

The conference then takes a sideways
look at the role of business
organisations, through the eyes of a
man.who has tumed the concept on its
head.

Andy Law bought out the London
advertising agency which he ran for &1
from the parent company.and tumned it
into a trust owned equally by all the
employees. He believes advertising is
redundant, yet runs one of the most
successful agencies in London - he
explains the apparent paradoxes.

Next up are two women who wrote a
book which was the 90's antidote to 80's
yuppyisim entitled “Getting a Life - the
Downshifter’s Guide to Happier, Simpler
Living".

In the afternoon the conference
explores personal themes, led by Paula
Downey who focuses on the
importance of communication In
organisations

According to the organisers the
conference sub-heading does not imply
that only women have the necessary
intelligence to address the issues of
today, but rather that the “feminine”
side in everyone needs to be nurtured.

© America’s first lady Hillary Clinton arriving at the
Waterfront Hall in Belfast yesterday Pictura: bt &=
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® POWERFUL WORDS... first lady Hillary Clinton addresses the Vital Voices Women in Democracy conference at the Waterfront Hall in Belfast
yesterday at which she praised the role of women in the search for peace

First lady speaks
out with style

A RELAXED Hillary Clinton breezed
into Belfast yesterday showing no
signs of the scandals which have
dogged America’s first fa

Making her first public appearance
since the Monica Lewinsky story
broke, the first lady smiled as she
arrived at the Waterfront Hall to
address a conference on women's
advancement.

Clearly at ease as she stepped from
her official limousine, Mrs Clinton
smiled and waved to waiting
reporters and photographers.

Wearing a stylish navy-blue trouser
suit and pearis, Mrs Clinton joined
the platform party for the final
session of the Vital Yoices Women in
Democracy conference and said
women's voices could no longer be
ignored

It was the first lady’s first officia
speech since her husband adr
his “inappropriate” relat
White House aide Monica Le Y.

And with intense interest focussed
on the scandal
husband, the first
gesture was scrutinised

But she rose to the occasion and

powerful speech on en
women to meet the chall
future.

Mrs Clinton told delegates she was

privileged to see the rebirth of
Northern Ireland which she first
witnessed during their first trip back
in October 1

She paid a lengthy tribute to the
role of women in the search for
peace and said the women's
conlerence provided an opportunity
for powerful voices to blend to be
part of a new democratic Northern
Ireland: *That which people have
hoped, lived, died and finally voted
for”

Mrs Clinton, who referred to the
Omagh bombers as “"enemies of
peace”, warned the road to peace
would never be easy.

But she vowed that America would
be behind the peace process every
step of the way.

*You will only move forward and.
as you do, pleas w that America
will st with 1"

America's first lady paid tribute to
the unbending resolve of Northern
Ireland women to carry on despite
years of heartbreak and misery.

But she said that women kept faith
and prayed that peace would
become a reality.

“It was women's whispers which
became a torrent of voices.."

Mrs Clinton, delivering her speech
in a clear unfaltering style, warned
women that the struggle for
democracy would not be easy.

“Democracy is hard work There is
no perfect democracy. It depends on
the attitudes and values and getting
on with people with whom you have
profound differences.”

But she said that il basic goals were
agreed it would give everyone the
chance to go forward together.

She spoke movingly about America
and the world's will to see Northerm
Ireland succeed in achieving peace.

But the audience clapped when
she spoke of her feelings as she
watched Ireland from her private
plane flying into the country.

"It is one of the most beautiful
places on God's earth... let us pledge
that this is only the beginning.”

Mrs Clinton told the audience
which included Assembly members
and David Trimble's wife Daphne,
that the people were now the
architects of a new environment

Summing up her 40-minute speech
Mrs Clinton said: "We all know that
women's voices played a vital role in
the quest for peace.”

During the final session Mrs
Clinton listened intently as other
speakers outlined their reasons for
taking part in the Vital Voices
conference.

She laughed openly as one of the
speakers, summing up her role as a
woman, declared: Tl bend but | will
not be manipulated.”

Her speech was given a warm
welcome by delegates as they left lor
a reception at Belfast city hall

SDLP assembly member Brid
Rodgers described it as "excellent
and very encouraging”.

“She stressed the importance of
women...she is a very impressive
speaker.”

Shankill community worker May
Blood said the speech was “very
emotive”

“She came across well and seemed
1o mean what she said.

“1 thought she looked quite well
given what she has been through
recently.

“She looked better than ever.”

And west Belfast delegate Bridie
Hawkins said she was very
impressed by the lirst lady’s speech

“Every word came from the heart
She touched on a lot of subjects and
left no relevant issue out.”

Mrs Clinton then attended a
reception at Belfast city hall where
she was given a rapturous reception

The first lady will join with her
husband, who arrives in Belfast
today, to urge all sides to make
further political progress

President Clinton is also expected
to lay a wreath in the devastated
village of Omagh before addressing a
huge open-air peace rally in the Mall
area of Armagh

Fund boost marks president’s visit

By Rosie Uffindell

SUPPORTERS of the innovative
educational village will use Pre:

this afternoon to announce millions of pounds of

extra funding for the projec
The £3.5 million gift from

investments the sche
given the green liahs i

Springvale
t Clinton’s visit The Springvale project was hailed as a vote of
enice in the peace process when it was given
the lormal go-ahead by Secretary ol $
e International Fund ~ Mowlam less than a the week
for Iréland will be just the latest in a series of
e has won since it was

wding needed, wh
rom donors in the US

paign to raise the fir

J few million pounds ol
upporters hope will come

potential

e Mo
fter the Good Friday

frneehsebion

students traditionally excluded from university the
chance to fulfil thelr academic and vocational

dent Clinton is known to be a strong
rter of the scheme and has asked the US
Information
with a full range of educational prograe

y to support the campus
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atthe Hall in Belfast

First lady speaks
out with style

A RELAXED Hillary Clinton breezed
into Belfast yesterday showing no
signs of the scandals which have
dogged America’s first family.

Making her first public appearance
since the Monica Lewinsky story
broke, the first lady smiled as she
arrived at the Waterfront Hall to
address a conference on women's
advancement

it

Clearly at ease as she stepped from
her official limousine, Mrs Clinton
smiled and waved to waiting
reporters and photographers.

Wearing a stylish navy-blue trouser
suit and pearls, Mrs Clinton joined
the platform party for the final
session of the Vital Yoices Women in
Democracy conference and said
women's voices could no longer be

red.

It was the first lady’s first official
speech since her husband admitted
his “inappropriate” relationship with
White House aide Monica Lewinsky.

And with intense interest focussed
on the scandal surrounding her
husband, the first lady's every
gesture was scrutinised

But she rose to the occasion and
smiled her way through the hour-
long conference before delivering a
powerful speech on enpowering
wormen to meet the challenges of the
future.
Mrs Clinton told delegates she was

privileged to see the rebirth of
Northern Ireland which she first
witnessed during their first trip back
in October 1995.

She paid a lengthy tribute to the
role of women in the search for
peace and said the women's
conference provided an opportunity
for powerful voices to blend to be
part of a new democratic Northern
Ireland: *That which people have
hoped, lived, died and finally voted
for"

Mrs Clinton, who referred to the
Omagh bombers as “"enemies of
peace”, warned the road to peace
would never beé easy.

But she vowed that America would
be behind the peace process every
step of the way.

“You will only move forward and,
as you do, please know that America
will stand with you.”

America’s first lady paid tribute to
the unbending resolve of Northern
Ireland women to carry on despite
years of heartbreak and misery.

But she said that women kept faith
and prayed that peace would
become a reality.

“It was women's whispers which
became a torrent of voices.."

Mrs Clinton, delivering her speech
in a clear unfaltering style, warmed
women that the struggle for
democracy would not be easy.

“Democracy is hard work. There is
no perfect democracy. It depends on
the attitudes and values and getting
on with people with whom you have
profound differences.”

But she said that if basic goals were
agreed it would give everyone the
chance to go forward together.

She spoke movingly about America |

and the world’s will to see Northern
Ireland succeed in achleving peace.

But the audience clapped when
she spoke of her feelings as she
watched Ireland from her private
plane flying into the country.

“It Is one of the most beautiful
places on God's earth... let us pledge
that this is only the beginning.”

Mrs Clinton told the audience,
which included Assembly members
and David Trimble's wife Daphne,
that the people were now the
architects of a new environment

Summing up her 40-minute speech
Mrs Clinton said: “We all know that
women's voices played a vital role in
the quest for peace.”

During the final session Mrs
Clinton listened intently as other
speakers outlined their reasons for
taking part in the Vital Voices
conference.

She laughed openly as one of the
speakers, summing up her role as a
woman, declared: “T1l bend but | will
not be manipulated.”

Her speech was given a warm
welcome by delegates as they left for
a reception at Belfast city hall.

SDLP assembly member Brid
Rodgers described it as “excellent
and very encouraging”.

|
“She stressed the importance of
women..she is a very impressive |

peaker.

8| 2
Shankill community worker May |

Blood said the speech was “very
emotive”.

“She came across well and seemed
to mean what she said.

“1 thought she looked quite well
given what she has been through
recently.

“She looked better than ever”

And west Belfast delegate Bridie |

Hawkins said she was very
impressed by the first lady's speech.

“Every word came from the heart.
She touched on a lot of subjects and
left no relevant issue out.”

Mrs Clinton then attended a
reception at Belfast city hall where
she was given a rapturous reception.

The first lady will join with her
husband, who arrives in Belfast
today, to urge all sides to make
further political progress.

President Clinton is also expected
to lay a wreath in the devastated
village of Omagh before addressing a
huge open-air peace rally in the Mall
area of Armagh.

Fund boost marks president’s visit

By Rosle Uffindell

SUPPORTERS of the innovative Springvale
educational village will use President Clinton's visit
this afternoon to announce millions of pounds of

extra funding for the project.

The §3.5 million gift from the International Fund
for lreland will be just the latest in a series of
investments the scheme has won since it was

given the green lioht in A~

campalgn to raise the final few million pounds of
funding needed, which supporters hope will come

from donors in the US,

The camnise swhint

The Springvale project was hailed as a vote of
confidence in the peace process when it was given
the formal go-ahead by Secretary of State Mo
Mowlam less than a the week after the Good Friday
agresment was signed.

potential

sl

with a full

students traditionally excluded from university the
chance to fulfil their academic and vocational

President Clinton is known to be a strong
supporter of the scheme and has asked the US
state information agency to support the campus

range of educational programmae
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PRESIDENT  Clinton  is
tonight expected to round
off his Northern lreland visit
at a gigantic peace rally in a
city which symbolises the
links between Catholics and
Protestants on the island

The US president s
expected to take to a
massive stage in the centre
ol Armagh city - Ireland’s
ecclesiastical capital - to
make a heartielt plea lor an
end to violence

In front of an audience of
at least 20000 at the
‘Gathering lor Peace’ rally in
the historic Mall area,
President Clinton is due to
arrive around 7.30pm and Is
expected to stay in the city
until around 9pm.

Irish singing legend Mary
Black will attend the event
which will also feature a
number of groups and
artists  representing  all
sections of the community.

Co Tyrone man Paul
Donaghy, brother of former
Tyrone GAA star Plunkett
Donaghy and son of singer
Eileen Donaghy, will sing -
unexpectedly.

His surprise break came
about alter he was involved
in erecting backdrops lor
the presidential stage and
entertained some of the
large American advance
team In his home village ol
May.

After hearing him perform
they demanded that he
appear on stage at the
presidential bash

Sharon Haughey (17) from
Keady, who touched the
president’s heart during his
last visit here with a moving
peace message, will be the
first person to meet Mr
Clinton in Armagh - at his
request

Armagh mayor, Robert
| Turner said the presidential

peace rally would help to

manifest  "a  sense ol
| optimista within  the

community at large”

Peter McKittrick of the

Ar magh to B 'Ci:
stage giant
peace rally
for Clinton
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but there would also be a
time of reflection for those
killed in the Omagh bomb

British Prime Minister
Tony Blalr, Stormont First
Minister David Trimble, and
his deputy, Seamus Malion
will also be in Armagh to
hear Clinton's  historic
peace address.
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Armagh to

stage giant
peace rally
for Clinton

PRESIDENT  Clinton is
tonight expected to round
off his Northern Ireland visit
at a gigantic peace rally in a
city ‘which symbolises the
links between Catholics and
Protestants on the island

The US president is
expected to take to a
massive stage in the centre
of Armagh city - Ireland’s
ecclesiastical capital - to
make a heartfelt plea for an
end to violence,

In front of an audience of
at least 20,000 at the
‘Gathering for Peace’ rally in
the historic Mall area,
President Clinton is due to
arrive around 7.30pm and is
expected to stay in the city
until around 9pm

Irish singing legend Mary
Black will attend the event
which will also feature a
number of groups and
artists representing all
sections of the community.

Co Tyrone man Paul
Donaghy, brother of former
Tyrone GAA star Plunkett
Donaghy and son of singer
Eileen Donaghy, will sing -
unexpectedly.

His surprise break came
about after he was involved
in erecting backdrops for
the presidential stage and
entertained some of the
large American advance
team in his home village ol
Moy.

Alter hearing him perform
they demanded that he
appear on stage at the
presidential bash.

Sharon Haughey (17) from
Keady, who touched the

| president’s heart during his
| last visit here with a moving

peace message, will be the
first person to meet Mr
Clinton in Armagh - at his
request.

Armagh mayor, Robert
Turner said the presidential
peace rally would help to
manifest “a sense of
optimism  within  the
community at large”,

Peter McKittrick of the
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Armagh Marketing Initiative
said the venue would open
at 5pm and people were
advised to come along as
early as possible.

He said: “lts a great
honour to be hosting the
president and certainly the
city has not seen anything
like this in its Jong history.”

He added that the mood
would be generally positive
but there would also be a
time of reflection for those
killed in the Omagh bomb.

British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, Stormont First
Minister David Trimble, and
his deputy, Seamus Mallon,
will also be in Armagh to
hear Clinton's historic
peace address.

Other entertainers include
the Armagh Girls Singers,
Armagh Oid Silver Boys
Band, McGleenan's
traditional group and the
Combined Cadet Force Pipe
Band. There will also be two
readers from schools.

@ LEGEND...
Mary Black

There is a taxi in
your area now!!
Phone.....

Tel: 23 00 00

Do yourself justice

Do an LLB in Law at GCD

3 year full-time Honours Degree
Validated by Nottingham Trent

OTHER COURSE AVAILABLE

BA in Business and Law
New York Bar Preparation Course
We will be holding an open day
on Saturday 5th September 1998 from 10.30 a.m.

to 3.30 p.m. in Jurys Hotel
Great Victoria Street, Belfast

& L ige o p.!
GRIFFITH COLLEGE
For further information, please call in to see us or phone us en

00 353 1 4545640

Coleraine Borough Council
=

Opening Hours

PORT ' sat. 10am.7pm.

(01265)  Sun, 12 noon-7 p.m,

Over 70?
A homeowner?

If so, you may be able to unlock some of the
money tied-up in your home and enjoy all this:

Z A guaranteed income for the rest of your life
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Where words matter

ISH NEWS
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Clinton flies in with a
brave message of hope

By William Graham
Political Comespondent

. .
THE President of the United States Bill Clinton is due to arrive ‘ { ¥ 4
t with a brave message of hope for the future - that the Y A
Good Friday agreement is taking root and that the enemies of ’ A . ¥ . . \‘

peace will be defeated
British Prime Minister Tony Blair was expected at Belfast
International Alrport to meet Mr Clinton who was travelling on

board Air Force One - First Lady Hillary Clinton had joumeyed S ]

to Belfast a day eartier on Alr Force Two. I M B :’ N D
This presidential visit will add impetus to the lrish peace

" process which has already picked up pace as a result of Gerry ’ l £ ol Soagg &

Adams's signal that viokence must be a thing of the past, over,
done with and gone.

A huge security operation co-ordinated by the American
secret service and the RUC was ready to swing into place and a
motorcade prepared to speed Mr Clinton to Parliament
Buikdings, Stormont

On the steps of Stormont - a place once described as a
Protestant parliament for a Protestant people - Mr Clinton is
due Lo receive a joint greeting by the unionist and nationalist
leaders of Northern Ireland’s new power-sharing assembly,
David Trimble and Seamus Mallon

The symbolic significance of Mr Clinton first going to meet the
108 assembly members underlines the American president’s
firn conviction that the Good Friday agreement is the
touchstone for political progress into the future.

Alter the Stormont meetings with all the political parties, Mr
Clintor's schedule includes a keynote speech at the Waterfront
Hall. He also goes to the site of the new Springvale campus of
the University of Ulster in west Belfast, visits Omagh and the
site of the bombing which killed 28 people and injured 220 and
then in the evening he travels to Armagh for talks with church
leaders and to take part in a peace and reconciliation event

Undoubtedly, the most sombre and moving part of President
Clinton's visit will be in Omagh where he will hear from
survivors and relatives of the dead.

He will convey to them the condolences of the American
people who, along with people throughout the world, were
shocked by this terrible bombing which Jed to the largest loss of
life of any single incident in Northern lreland.

Mr Cliniton will also reflect on anather terrible act of violence -
the burning to death of three children in thelr Ballymoney home
it the height of the Drumcree crisis
These will be moments of deep reflection for President
1 but again his message will be a powerful one in that the
e of freland * X
the ship of peace - the Good Friday agreement - 1o sink.

Instead Mr Clinton will advise that the political leaders, while
not facing an easy road ahead, have demonstrated that they are
risk4akers and the prize must be a peaceful future,

Yesterday, ahead of the president’s amrival from Moscow,
Hillary Clinton was in Belfast to speak at the Women in
Democracy conference.

She said that “when my husband and | go to Omagh we will
pay tribute to those who were murdered by the enemies of
peace. They were mostly women and children, Catholic and
Protestant, unjorist and nationalist, young and old. They were
people simply living their lives.”

Mrs Clinton praised the role of women In the search for peace
and spoke about the courage and strength of generations of
women.

She added that the United States would continue to do all it
could to support Northem lreland.

“You will only move forward and, as you do, please know that
America will stand with you”

Prime Minister Tony Blair said yesterday that things were
now moving in the right direction in Northem Ireland and that
the best response to the Omagh bombing was not to abandon
the peace accord but to carry it forward vigorously and deny
those opposed to the democratic process.

The Dail and the Commons rushed through tough new
legislation to deal with dissidents, although there have been
strong guestions posed about the dangers of human rights
abuses.

Taolseach Bertie Ahern has said that the message to those
whio ied out the Omagh bombing was that “you cannot
hop take on the people ol Ireland and win.”

Clearly directing his remarks towards the Real IRA, Mr
Ahern said: "These people are about to leam a lesson that will @ SHOW OF HANDS ... Hillary Clinton at the Waterfront Hall in Beflast yesterday Pic
teach them to respect the strength of Irish democracy.”

The president's schedule

asce the futurs and will pat
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Clinton flies in with a
brave message of hope

By William Graham
Political Comrespondent

THE President of the United States Bill Clinton is due to arrive
today with a brave message of hope for the future ~ that the
Good Friday agreement Is taking root and that the enemies of
peace will be defeated.

British Prime Minister Tony Blair was expected at Belfast
International Airport to meet Mr Clinton who was travelling on
board Alr Force One - First Lady Hillary Clinton had jouneyed
to Belfast a day earlier on Alr Force Two.

This presidential visit will add impetus to the lrish peace

“ process which has already picked up pace as a result of Gerry
Adams's signal that violence must be a thing of the past, over,
done with and gone.

A huge security operation co-ordinated by the American
secret service and the RUC was ready to swing into place and a
motorcade prepared to speed Mr Clinton to Parliament
Buildings, Stormont

On the steps of Stormont - a place once described as a
Protestant parliament for a Protestant people -~ Mr Clinton is
due to receive a joint greeting by the unionist and nationalist
leaders of Northem Ireland’s new power-sharing assembly,
David Trimble and Seamus Mallor.

The symbolic significance of Mr Clinton first going to meet the
108 assembly members underiines the American president’s
firm conviction that the Good Friday agreement is the
touchstone for political progress into the future.

After the Stormont meetings with all the political parties, Mr
Clinton's schedule includes a keynote speech at the Waterfront
Hall. He also goes to the site of the new Springvale campus of
the University of Ulster in west Belfast, visits Omagh and the
site of the bombing which killed 28 people and injured 220 and
then in the evening he travels to Armagh for talks with church
leaders and to take part in a peace and reconciliation event.

Undoubtedly, the most sombre and moving part of President
Clinton's visit will be in Omagh where he will hear from
survivors and relatives of the dead.

He will convey to them the condolences of the American
people who, along with people throughout the world, were
shocked by this terrible bombing which led to the largest loss of
life of any single incident in Northem lreland.

Mr Clinton will also refiect an another terrible act of violence -
the buming to death of three children in their Ballymoney home
at the height of the Drumcree crisis.

These will be moments of deep reflection for President
Clinton but again his message will be a powerful one in that the
people ol reland %ave the courage to face the future and will not
allow the ship of peace - the Good Friday agreement - to sink.

Instead Mr Clinton will advise that the political leaders, while
not facing an easy road ahead, have demonstrated that they are
risktakers and the prize must be a peaceful future.

Yesterday, ahead of the president’s arrival from Moscow,
Hillary Clinton was in Belfast to speak at the Women in
Democracy conference.

She said that "when my husband and I go to Omagh we will
pay tribute to those who were murdered by the enemies of
peace. They were mostly women and children, Catholic and
Protestant, unionist and nationalist, young and old. They were
people simply living their lives.”

Mrs Clinton praised the role of women in the search for peace
and spoke about the courage and strength of generations of
women.

She added that the United States would continue to do all it
could to support Northem lreland.

“You will only move forward and, as you do, please know that
America will stand with you.”

Prime Minister Tony Blair said yesterday that things were
now mioving in the right direction in Northern Ireland and that
the best response to the Omagh bombing was not to abandon
the peace accord but to carry it forward vigorously and deny
those opposed to the democratic process.

The Dall and the Commons rushed through tough new
legislation to deal with dissidents, although there have been
strong questions posed about the dangers of human rights
abuses.

Taoiseach Bertie Ahern has said that the message to those
who carried out the Omagh bombing was that “you cannot
hope to take on the people of Ireland and win.”

Clearly directing his remarks towards the Real IRA, Mr
Ahern said: “These people are about to leam alesson that will @ SHOW OF HANDS ... Hillary Clinton at the Waterfront Hall in Beflast yesterday Picture: Hugh Russell

teach them to respect the strength of Irish democracy.”
Wake-Un!

The president's schedule
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FIRST
LADY
FLIES
INTO
ULSTER

Hillary leads the

advance party,
President’s visit

by Janet Deviin afternoon on the advancement of

women.
RIS Before leaving Russia, where she
HILLARY Clinton was due and her husband were lending
to fly into Northern Ireland support to beleaguered leader Boris
jay fi he fi le f Yeltsin, she told a reporter who
today ftor the furst leg of @  jked her how she had been doing in
whirlwind Presidential recent weeks: “I've been doing just
visit. fine
i Appearing Jc(-!ng%:cd. but other-
And the First Lady, who has wise happy, she deftly parried the
made her first public appearance  first reference to the scandal, which
since the Monica Lewinsky scan- i bound to cast a shadow over the
dal broke. says she feels “just Presidential tour
fine" . The federal judge in the Pauia
] Jones sexual harassment case yester-
Mrs Clinton was due 10 speak at 2 day hinted she may hold President
smujor conference in Belfast this  Clinton in contempt for failing to tell
the whole truth about

18

Ms Lewinsky
Today's engagement
will be first of a number
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS - RECORDS - CD'S - TAPES - | I B kS Lt s
she is joined by her
CARS - BOATS - PLANES - TV'S - VIDEO GAME CONSOLES husband tomorrow
The President is re-

turming to the city to
| urge all sides to make
| . political progress. He

will also lay a wreath at

4W T the site of the Omagh
X A o GH cm’ bombing atrocity
This 1s Mrs Clinton’s
mmEASYAS ] 2'3 third visit to Northern
! { 7 .

Ireland

A spokesman for the
US administration said:
]IMGAL IMMORAL “*She has been keeping

her eye on the situation

2. JAIL A POSSIBILITY here ~ because it's an
Y area where she has a

3. EARLY CLOSING keen interest and, for

personal reasons, looks

Hillary Clinton: Making her third trip to Belfast today.

on it with a warm before meeting up with Queen’s Brnidge from into the aty centre. The

heart.™ her husband back at the 9am. Other car parks in, <ty gates are open from
The President’s wife city’'s Waterfront Hall the immediate area will 5pm and ‘Mr Clinton
was due to deliver a where he will deliver his  remain closed will arrive after the con

keynote address at the own speech to the cert
Women in Democracy cople of Northern Ire-
conference at Belfast’s .mJ.

Waterfront Hall this The address will be
afternoon, then spend transmitted live on big

the night at Hillsbor- screen television in the

It was also confirmed
today that Mary Black Prime Minister Tony
will ‘play at Armagh's Blair is expected in Bel
‘Gathening for Peace’ fast later tonight and he
tomorrow, and huge Wwill personally greet the
crowds are expected for President when he dis

nu{,h grounds of the Water- g cpinionts peace embarks from Air Force
omorrow she is due  front Hall at 1llam. _Jqgrece One tomorrow  morn

to open a playground  Pedestrian access will be ing
for Protestant and available via the Car parking will be
Catholic children in the  entrance to the Dunloe- sited on approach ..\u: pages 6, 10 ,:md
greater Belfast area Ewart plc car park at roads, with free buses 115 Viewpoint, page 12
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ULSTER

Hillary leads the

advance party, for
1 President’s visit

By.lane!Devﬁl

HILLARY Clinton was due
to fly into Northern Ireland
md.:v for the first leg of a
whirlwind Presidential
visit,

And the First Lady, who has
made her first public appearance
since the Monica Lewinsky scan-
dal broke, says she feels “just
fine"

Mrs Clinton was due to speak at a
anajor conference in Belfast this

afternoon on the advancement of
women.

Before leaving Russia, where she
and her husband were lending
support to beleaguered leader Boris
Yeltsin, she told a reporter who
asked her how shc had been doing in
recent weeks: “I've been doing just
fmc i

;:c.anng jet-lagged, but other-
wise happy, she deftly parried the
first reference to the scandal, which
1s bound 1o cast a shadow over the
Presidential tour

The federal judge in the Paula
Jones sexual harassment case yester-
day hinted she may hold Président
Clinton in contempt for failing to tell

the whole truth about

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS - RECORDS - CD'S - TAPES -
CARS - BOATS - PLANES - TV'S - VIDEO GAME CONSOLES

NEED CASH?E

4 WAYS TO GET CASH;

ITSASEASYAS 1,2.3...

Ms Lewinsky

Today's engagement
will be first of a number
by Mrs Clinton before
she is joined by her
husband tomorrow.
The President is re-
turning to the city to

all sides to make

progress. He
will also lay a wreath at
the site of the Omagh
bombing atrocity

This 15 Mrs Clinton's
third visit to Northern
Ireland.

A spokesman for the
US administration said
“She has been keeping
her eye on the situation
here because it's an
area where she has a
keen interest and, for
personal reasons, looks

Hillary Clinton: Making her third trip to Belfast today.

on it with a
heart.”

The President’s wife
was due to deliver a
keynote address at the
Women in Democracy
conference at Belfast’s
Waterfront Hall this
afternoon, then spend
the night at Hlnslbub

warm

0\1/%

omorrow she is due
to open a playground
for Protestant and
Catholic children in the
greater Belfast area

before meeting up with
her husband back at the
city's Waterfront Hall
where he will deliver his
own speech to the
people of Northern [re-
an

The address will be
transmitted live on big
screen television in the
grounds of the Water-
front Hall at 1lam.
Pedestrian access will be
available via the
entrance to the Dunloe-
Ewart plc car park at

Queen’s Bridge from
9am. Other car parks in
the immediate area will
remain closed

It was also confirmed
today that Mary Black
will ‘play at Arm.uzhs
‘Gathering for Peace’
tomorrow, and huge
crowds are expected for
Mr Clinton’s peace
address.

Car parking will be

sited on approach
roads, with free buses

into the city centre. The
city gates are open from
Spm and -Mr Clinton
will arrive after the con-
cert

Prime Minister Tony
Blair is expected in Bel-
fast later tonight and he
will personally greet the
President when he dis-
embarks from Air Force

One tomorrow morn-
mng
@ See pages 6, 10 and

11; Viewpoint, page 12
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So who's put the smile

back on HiIIar’s f

By DON MACKAY
BEAMING Hillary Clinton looked
a million dollars as she arrived

in Belfast last night.

America’s first lady sported a
dazzling smile when she stepped
from her stretch limo.

But whoever put the grin on her
face, it certainly wasn't husband Bill

She frostily referred to him as a
“political partner” when she
addressed several hundred women in
Moscow earlier in the day.

It was clear that she's still seething
over his sex fling with White House

(ONE THING’S CERTAIN .. IT'S NOT BILL)

secretary Monica Lewinsky. Mrs
Clinton was on her own when she jet.
ted in to RAF Aldergrove. Clinton
will join her in Ireland later today.

Bat Hillary's warm welcome at the
airport was nothing compared to the
rapturous greeting she got when her
motorcade arrived in the city,

And she really did look a star.

Her blonde bobbed hair was im-
maculate, the blue trouser suit stun-
ning and her smile as sparkling as her

gold necklace. There was no hint of
her heartache as she gave a polished,
40-minute speech to 500 people at a
women's Vital Voices conference

She said women shouldn’t be left
trailing in the wake of men in today's
society.

And she boosted the peace push in
the province by saying that women
on both sides were sick of burying
their husbands and sons.

But it was a very different Hillary

who joined Boris Yeltsin's wife Naina
at the discussion meeting in Moscow,

She told the audience she works
with Bill on political aims but was
ominously silent about her role as a
wife.

It made them sound more like busi-
ness partners

Quizzed about her marriage, she
said: “In many areas we do a lot of
work together and we talk con-
stantly about many issues that we

are concerned about. I've done a
number of things at his request to
work on issues that I care deeply
about and he's also committed to.”

It was the perfect opportunity to
make it clear she had forgiven Bill

but ghe declined

The couple had digplayed strained
smiles during the summit with
troubled Yeltsin, a sharp contrast
from their usual touchy-feely
manner towards each other.

And the rift has brought brisk
busginess for Moscow street traders
selling nesting dolls with Clinton's
face and Monica inzide
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So who's put the smile

back on Hillary’s face?

By DON MACKAY
BEAMING Hillary Clinton looked
a million dollars as she arrived
in Belfast last night.

America's first lady sported a
dazzling smile when she stepped
from her stretch limo.

But whoever put the grin on her
face, it certainly wasn't husband Bill.

She frostily referred to him as a
“political partner” when she
addressed several hundred women in
Moscow earlier in the day,

It was clear that she's still seething
over his sex fling with White House

secretary Monica Lewinsky. Mrs
Clinton was on her own when she jet-
ted in to RAF Aldergrove. Clinton
will join her in Ireland later today.

But Hillary's warm welcome at the
airport was nothing compared to the
rapturous greeting she got when her
motorcade arrived in the city.

And she really did look a star.

Her blonde bobbed hair was im-
maculate, the blue trouser suit stun-
ning and her smile as sparkling as her

(ONE THING'S CERTAN .. IT'S NOT BILL)

gold necklace. There was no hint of
her heartache as she gave a polished,
40-minute spaech to 500 people at a
women's Vital Voices conference

She said women shouldn't be left
trailing in the wake of men in today's
socjety.

And she boosted the peace push in
the province by saying that women
on both sides were sick of burying
their husbands and sons.

But it was a very different Hillary

who joined Boris Yeltsin's wife Naina
at the discussion meeting in Moscow.

She told the audience she works
with Bill on political aims but was
ominously silent about her role as a
wife

It made them sound more like busi-
ness partners.

Quizzed about her marriage, she
said: “In many areas we do a lot of
work together and we talk con-
stantly about many issues that we

are concerned about. I've done a
number of things at his request to
work on issues that I care deeply
about and he's also committed to.”

It was the perfect opportunity to
make it clear she had forgiven Bill
- but she declined.

The couple had displayed strained
smiles during the summit with
troubled Yeltsin, a sharp contrast
from their usual touchy-feely
manner towards each other.

And the rift has brought brisk
business for Moscow street traders
selling nesting dolls with Clinton’s
face and Monica inside.
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Movies
to replace
News at
Ten? lts
bong-kers

By HELEN WEATHERS

TREVOR McDonald last
night dismissed as “rub-
bish” I'T'V’s plans to axe
News At Ten (o make
way for movie block-
busters.

The anchorman of I'TN's
flagship and Britain’s most
Bgnular newsreader said:

e movie argument is
rubbish, it's a 10-year-old
idea”
ITV wants to clear peak-
time schedules to run
blockbuster films and fea-
ture-length dramas to
boost ratings.

Big ITV companies — be-
lieved to be Carlton,
Granada and United - are
unhappy that movies are
interrupted by News At
Ten and claim they are los-
ing viewers as a result.

< e ]
RUBBISH: Trevor McDonald

It is the same argument
put forward to the I'TC (In-
dependent Television
Commission) five years
ago when the knives were
last out for the 31-year-old
programme.

“I really can’t accept
that. You can get movies
from Blockbuster for £1.50
for three nights now,”
said Trevor, who yesterday
clinched a new £2.5 million
contract with ITN despite
the proposals,

“You only have to look
at Channel 5 which hasn't
had very much success
with their 9pm film slot,
and how many movies are
yway?

“I would Jisre:ard the
movie argument. That
doesn’t make any sense -
but I have yet to read all
the proposals and their
reasons in full.”

Trevor was persuaded to
stay after a relentless
“charm offensive” by ITN
and ITV bosses to stop the
BBC poaching him.

The deal means he will
continue as frontman for
the flagship news bulletin
for the next three years -
but crucially his contract
does not specify the time.

As a sweetener he will
present a 60-minute cur-
rent affairs show which is
expected to go out at
10pm on Wednesdays.

D oads

“£16 SCOTLAND

TRIPS WITH

KB
Stenaline

Delighted crowds take
Hillary to their hearts

By DON MACKAY
HILLARY Clinton is not just the First

Lady of America.

She became The Queen of Belfast last
night in all-smiling, majestic syle.

The woman betrayed by her husband
arrived in a presidential motorcade with
armed police chase cars, personal body-
guards and motorbike outriders.

But when she stepped from her stretch
1imo she was as far from being a shamed
WOINAn &8 you can get.

Her blonde bobbed hair was {mmacu-
late, the blue trouser suit straight from
& top designer shop - and the smile was
as bright as her gold necklace.

Beamed

It was a smile that beamed and her
wave to the crowd outside the city's Wa-
terfront centre was as bold as it could be

This was a woman fighting back, a
mother, putting & young woman and her
Delilah delights firmly in her place

Gone was the embarrassment that
your husband has admitted his sexual pec-
cadilloes to the Free World. Instead, there
was poise, confidence - and authority

This was the strength of the woman be-
hind the man - the power behind the US
throne - and it won the hearts of the peo-
ple of Belfast.

SEE PAGE 3
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Movies
to replace
- News at

TREVOR McDonald last
night dismissed as “rub- 7
bish” ITV’s plans to axe ¥ e
News At Ten to make ! : .
way for movie block-
busters.

The anchorman of I'TN's
flagship and Britain's most
popular newsreader said:
“The movie argument is
rubbish, it’s a 10-year-old
idea.”

ITV wants to clear peak-
time schedules to run
blockbuster films and fea-
ture-length dramas to
boost ratings.

Big ITV companies - be-
lieved to be Carlton,
Granada and United - are
unhappy that movies are
interrupted by News At
Ten claim they are los-
ing viewers as a result.

eligllted crowds take
Hillary to their hearts

It is the same argument
put forward to the ITC (In-
dependent Television
Commission) five years
ago when the knives were

last out for the 31-year-old By DON MACKAY
programme.
“I really can't accept HILLARY Clinton is not just the First

Lady of America.

She became The Queen of Belfast last
night in all-smiling, majestic syle.

‘The woman betrayed by her husband
arrived in a presidential motorcade with
armed police chase cars, personal body-
guards and motorbike outriders,

But when she stepped from her stretch
limo she was as far from being a shamed
WOmAn as you can get.

Her blonde bobbed hair was immacu-
late, the blue trouser suit straight from
a top designer shop - and the smile was
as bright as her gold necklace.

Beamed

It was a smile that beamed and her
wave to the crowd outside the city's Wa-
terfront centre was as bold as it could be.

This was a woman fighting back, a
mother, putting a young woman and her
Delilah delights firmly in her place.

Gone was the embarrassment that
your husband has admitted his sexual pec-
cadilloes to the Free World. Instead, there
was poise, confidence - and authority.

This was the strength of the woman be-
hind the man - the power behind the US
throne - and it won the hearts of the peo-
ple of Belfast.

that. You can get movies
from Blockbuster for £1.50
for three nights now,”
said Trevor, who yesterday
clinched a new £2.5 million
contract with ITN despite
the proposnls.

“You only have to look
at Channel 5 which hasn't
had very much success
with their 9pm film slot,
and how many movies are
there anyway?

“I would disregard the
movie argument. That
doesn’t make any sense -
but I have yet to read all
the proposals and their
reasons in full.”

Trevor was persuaded to
stay after a relentless
“charm offensive” by ITN
and I'TV bosses to stop the
BBC poaching him.

The deal means he will
continue as frontman for
the flagship news bulletin
for the next three years —
but crucially his contract
does not specify the time,

As a sweetener he will
present a 60-minute cur-
rent affairs show which is
expected to go out at
10pm on Wednesdays.
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How will history judge President
Clinton’s role in the peace process
and on the wider world stage?

wthoress LIONEL SHRIVER gives her view from New York

Mr Clinton the
CHEERLEADER

S0 just how will history view him?

ESIEGED by
scandal, Bill
Clinton

broods on his place in
history. For now,
despite  admittedly
“misleading” (read:
“lying to") the public
about his sexual infi-
delity, most
Americans still
approve of Clinton’s
job performance.

It is in the service of
this performance that
he stops in Omagh
today. Paying respects
to a grieving, bomb-rav-
aged town 1s “presiden-
tial" - an adjective
whose repeated appli-
cation to Clinton beto-
kens America’s modern
obsession with the cos-
metic. In yesteryear,
describing a president
as presidential would
have sounded self-evi-
dent, even witless.

Yet the mystery of
Clinton’s job-approval
ratings is not the fast-
forward sophistication
of the American people,
suddenly willing to
overlook private indis-
cretion and public dis-
honesty in a politically
effective president. The
mystery is that a man
fortunate ecnough to
take the helm during
fair weather is adulated
as a brilliant navigator.

Clinton’s foreign pol-
icy has been rudderless.
By applauding it,
Americans betray that
they simply don’t give a
toss about foreign poli-

. i
His record on Bosnia

was dilatory, and even
after the Dayton

Accord, the region
remains unstable. The
signing of the Middle
East’s Oslo Accord was
a great moment, but
Clinton’s administra-
tion has proved unequal
to the fractious follow-
up.

Earlier this year
diplomatic credit for
defusing the crisis over
UN arms inspection
teams in Iraq went
rightly to UN
Secretary-General Kofi
Annan. In the face of
reprise  belligerence
from Saddam Hussein
this summer, the US has
been indecisive, inatten-
tive, even pliant.

Glad-handing visits
to Africa and China
drew frenzied media
coverage. But aside
from patting the heads
of wide-eyed black chil-
dren, Clinton has
neglected Africa. The
most enduring achieve-
ment of his China trip
was an  offended
Taiwan.

The Good Friday
Agreement is para-
mount in Northern
Ireland. But Ulster is
tangential to US inter-
ests, and the GFA will
constitute a mere foot-
note to Clinton’s presi-
dency. Besides, the real
team captains were
Blair and Ahern, the
crucial players local
politicians. Clinton was
a cheerleader.

On the home front,
Clinton’s accomplish-
ments are meagre.
Promised revamping of
health care and cam-
paign financing are
dead in the water.

Surprising  successful
welfare reforms were
primarily the bandi-
work of his Republican
adversaries.

In an area where firm
liberal leadership would
have been welcome -
gays in the military —
Clinton’s craven com-
promise of look-the-
other-way was designed
to please everyone, and
so pleased no one.

To date the biggest
feather in Clinton’s cap
is America’s vigorous
economy. But this vitali-
ty may not be to his
credit, any more than
this last week's Wall
Street meltdown, trig-
gered by Asian and
Russian recessions, was
Clinton’s fault. The US
economy is too complex
and international to be
lain solely at a presi-
dent’s door.

At best, Clinton has-
n’t blown it, like an heir
who can’t be admired
for earning his fortune,
but can at least be com-
mended for not fritter-
ing his legacy on sports
cars.

In Clinton’s defence,
he’s been hobbled by a
hostile Congress and
dogged by the Special
Prosecutor. But in this
cra of America's global

supremacy and domes-
tic prosperity, he might
have exploited a few
corresponding opportu-
nities for extraordinary
statesmanship.

Instead, Clinton has
specialised at show -
pomp and smooth talk,
glib exhortations to
honour that in his per-
sonal life he feels no
need to heed. He looks
and sounds presidential,
in contrast to the likes
of Jimmy Carter, to
whom Americans
objected less for his
policies or character
than for his dress sense.

Sold on politicians by
their packaging,
Americans no longer
seem to care what's
inside. If it walks like a
president and talks like
a president, it's a presi-
dent.

Clinton’s  visit to
Omagh is decent and
warranted. His visit may
prove moving, since this
1s just the sort of cere-
mony at which he
excels.

Yet to whatever frac-
tional degree he is dis-
tracting the media from
the Lewinsky debacle,
or basking in the
unqualified admiration
that he can only find
abroad, Clinton is doing

a disservice to the town.
To whatever degree he
consoles victims and
their families, the ges-
ture well merits one day
in his hectic schedule.

Clinton can't lose in
Omagh, and so puts Jit-
tie on the line besides
his time. Clinton himself
urged Northern Ireland
to take ‘“risks for
peace”, but the only
risks he’s taken in office
so far have been with a
21-year-old intern.

Behind his high job-
approval rating may lie
not sophistication but
venality — horror of
rocking the boat, a crass
concern for perpetuat-
ing lucrative returns on
mutual-fund  invest-
ments.

But history demands
better than a balanced
cheque book. Unless he
pulls a rabbit out of a
hat in the next two
years, Bill Clinton is
destined to be remem-
bered not for helping to
solve the Irish question,
nor for staying the
course in an era of eco-
nomic clear sailing, but
for dragging his coun-
try's public discourse
into the gutter.

W Lionel Shriver
divides her time between
Belfast and New York.
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THE ROAD
TO THE
WHITE
HOUSE

WILLIAM Jefferson
Clinton began life as
William Jefferson Blythe
IV in Hope, Arkansas, on
Angust 19, 1946.

His name changed to
William Jefferson Clinton
when his mother married
second husband, car deal-
er Roger Clinton in 1950.

Despite a troubled
childhood, the president-
to-be overcame the prob-
lem of an alcoholic stepfa-
ther and emerged as one
of the country’s brightest
academic stars.

This is how he rose to
the highest office in the

land.

FAMILY: William Jef-
ferson Blythe I1I and
Virginia Kelly. His mother
remarned and gave birth
to half-brother Roger Jor
in 1950,

EDUCATION: Hot
Springs High; Georgetown
University, Washington
DC; Oxford University (as
a Rhodes Scholar); Yale
University

MARRIED: Hilary
Rodham Clinton on
October 11, 1975 (first met
at Yale).

CHILDREN: Chelsea,
born 1981

POLITICAL
PEDIGREE: Began by
learning speeches of
Martin Luther King at
Hot Springs High

Attended the White
House in 1963 as Arkansas
delegate for the Boys
Nation where he met
President John F Kennedy.

Majored in international
politics at Georgetown.

Opposed US involve-
ment in Vietnam while
studying in England and
Yale.

Managed George
McGovern's US Presi-
dential campaign in Texas
in 1972

Ran for a seat in US
Congress in Arkansas in
1974 and lost,

Was elected Arkansas
attorney-general in 1976.

Became youngest ever
Governor of Arkansas in
1978,

Won every two-yearly
race for governor until
1980. Was re-elected in
1982 and remained in
office until 1990

Nominated
Massachusetts Governor
Michael Dukakis in ill-
fated 1988 Democratic
Party campaign for
Presidency.

Ran for the Democratic
Presidential nomination in
1991 and won

Defeated the Repub-
lican incumbent President
George Bush in 1992

Was re-elected for a sec-
ond and final term in 1996,
defeating Republican can-
didate Bob Dole

DAN McGINN

WORLD STAGE: Some advice for Boris Yeltsin in Moscow yesterday
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THE ROAD
TO THE
WHITE
HOUSE

WILLIAM Jefferson
Clinton began life as
William Jefferson Blythe
IV in Hope, Arkansas, on
Angust 19, 1946.

His name changed to
William Jefferson Clinton
when his mother married
second husband, car deal-
er Roger Clinton in 1950.

Despite a troubled
childhood, the president-
to-be overcame the prob-
lem of an alcoholic stepfa-
ther and emerged as one
of the country's brightest
academic stars,

This is how he rose to
the highest office in the
land.

and.
FAMILY: William Jef-
ferson Blythe III and
Virginia Kelly. His mother
remarried and gave birth
to half-brother Roger Jnr
in 1950.

EDUCATION: Hot
Springs High; Georgetown
University, Washington
DC; Oxford University (as
a Rhodes Scholar); Yale
University

MARRIED: Hilary
Rodham Clinton on
October 11, 1975 (first met
at Yale).

CHILDREN: Chelsea,
born 1981.

POLITICAL
PEDIGREE: Began by
learning speeches of
Martin Luther King at
Hot Springs High.

Attended the White
House in 1963 as Arkansas
delegate for the Boys
Nation where he met
President John F Kennedy.

Majored in international
politics at Georgetown.

Opposed US involve-
mient in Vietnam while
studying in England and
Yale.

Managed George
McGovern's US Presi-
dential campaign in Texas
in 1972

Ran for a seatin US
Congress in Arkansas in
1974 and lost

Was clected Arkansas
attorney-general in 1976.

Became youngest ever
Governor of Arkansas in
1978.

Won every two-yearly
race for governor until
1980. Was re-elected in
1982 and remained in
office until 1990.

Nominated
Massachusetts Governor
Michael Dukakis in ill-
fated 1988 Democratic
Party campaign for
Presidency.

Ran for the Democratic
Presidential nomination in
1991 and won.

Defeated the Repub-
lican incumbent President
George Bush in 1992.

Was re-clected for a sec-
ond and final term in 1996,
defeating Republican can-
didate Bob Dole.

DAN McGINN

WORLD STAGE: Some advice for Boris Yeltsin in Moscow yesterday
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Clinton will use his

Viichael’'s

THIS WEEK'S PAPER - ON SALE AT NEWSAGENTS

people 'in Northérn
Ireland to stand firm
against violence.
*“This is a bit rich
coming from the
same person who sent
off 80 cruise missiles
which killed at least
25 innocent people in
Sudan and Afghani-

been there
and seen
him already

By Peter McVerry Crylng stan just a wseek
(=) MICHAEL, Mullan turned :L:‘gi";h_g Omagh
(2L talks every day about . :
Q@ \ g\lc time I{l]c met lllill tO ,oy on : IRISPl _sﬁokcsm::ln
{ inton. He even has . au Attle  said:
i[—uy NEws ON THE LATEST the icen 16 prave e Shankill “Clinton’s _ supposed
f 5 doubters wrong. s ] concerns about the
E Then . dlsaglcd i I rc ’ l(’]rcsulcn(; rights of small nations
( teenager dependent Just looked aroun b !
= 2 S ol 8, g Bl e
| Michael was almost guards 1o move ol § A“‘
'| knocked over by the eople back and continuing refusal to
: Press as he tried to leave room for recognise the demo-
[ — | catch a glimpse of the Michael. cratic rights of the
- : 6oy T HEGTE, President on the  “Then he put his Cuban people and its
'@ 20 3 % % 7 Shankill Road in hand on Michael’s continuing economic

1995. shoulder and told him embargo is causing

The recent poar weather for hay making prompled Glenarill farm James McHenry to transport bales from Phoenix Park,
Dublin to meet his aeeds. Helping him to uaload the bales in Antrim are Alistair Reed and Francis 0'Boyle.

© The Quality Assurance Potato Scheme gets underway.

* Pig Specialist Paul Gallagher on the colourful history of the
Berkshire.

@ In the vet's surgery with David McKeown on calf diarrhoea.

* Machinery expert Mike Williams sizes up one of the biggest
combine harvesters to hit the market.

* Your farmers go surfing.

© Full picture round up of the Virginia Show.
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machinery MOLOIS

livestock o)
equestrian
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As Press, security
and eager onlookers
jostled for position,
the distressed
Michael
cry.

Spotting the tears
President Clinton
approached  Michael
and PHAB worker
Julie Lester.

began to

Julie said: ‘‘He
asked Michael if he
was crying because he
wanted to meet him.
But we told he was
crying because he was

cvcrilhing would be
alright. It was such a
nice gesture from
such a powerful and
busy man."

For Michael the
tears have now been
replaced by a sense of
pride.

He said: "'T'll never
forget that day. Some
people give me stick
and they don’t all
believe me,

“But the President
of America came
over and talked to me

2 R
Y oy

death and poverty in
that country.

“We are calling on
all local politicians to

refuse to meet Bill
Clinton.

“The people of
Ireland should be

seen clearly to reject
the politics of
violence,
demonisation and
marginalisation —
not only in Ireland,
but in support of the
rights of small nations

getting  pushed one day on the Wichael has fond memories of th throughout the
about. Shankill Road. Bill Clinton on the Shankill. world."
. g - t : - e { =
Coalisland What’s on tomorrow = .
pOStmaSter [J BELFAST > Narcotics Anonymous, church, Crawfordsbun  Belfast 622936, Street, 11am-12.30pm.
H > Blood donation 84 University Street, Road, 2-9pm. {
is charged sessions, NIBTS Spm. [JDOWNPATRICK [ JNEWTBBEY
headquarters, BCH © AIDS Helpline, CJCARRICKFERGUS > stafion tours, Railway > Carnmoney

w.th f d complex, Lisburn telephone 0800 137437, © F Centre, - Museum, 11am-2pm. Presbyteran chneh

| rau Road, 10am-4.45pm. 9am-10pm. Methodist Z‘hurch flower show, 7.30pm.

> %m%ml for classes 5 Sgﬂw Bl"tzm Lunch  Halls, Albert Road, [ GRACEHILL
A FORMER Tyrone | 3% The Crescent, W DOOT-EPIy 10am-3pm. > Country Markets, [[JOMAGH
g : 10.30am-5pm. Morton Community .

postmaster #8: to siand | & ity e & Centre, Lome Street. [ COMBER Moravian church hall, . ki Saleal foutive ¢
accounting iﬁmlv&l)% in "lfcg‘:‘:";iﬂ:i :'gf(‘; ‘;laalh [] AUGHER > Pet dog tral : ) : cAc:(re’:" ggh:::lg
the region of £30,000. 2\5"’ (finishing S~ g};rl'l‘yrmncy Road, [JHOLYWOOD \ll;Vohni:tsle:o&rzkgiwp' 8pm;

Thomas John Slater | Waterfront hall). sessions, Carmichacl - % Q Hall workshop 9P"?'|e's
(62) of Lineside, Coalis- | > GROW community  memonial hall, 2- [] COOKSTOWN fons, Queens Hall,  WORSEAOR, JPmi
fand, is accused of com- | mental g"fl“h Sf"hdp 4.30pm and 6-8pm. & Count 2%;“3':3%'3‘2,}“ session, 10pm. .+

cood roup, Ballynafeig| 0 . -8pm. . .
miine, e, Sfocss | oy Towl o0 Comauiveare  Tour Cee 5 oty S, S
Coalistand in 199697, | Ormeau Road, 8pm t Blood donation Moseaorth Street; [ILARNE Ronic Handon. o]

; gcl 278181). o8k Presbviiss noon-2pm. > oad, 1lam-1pm,
Slater was granted | = Walkway drop-in, a2 Tourist Centre, Narrow  Details for inclusion_in

bail when he appeared
at Cookstown Magi-
strates Court yesterday

He

pleaded
guilty

not

Walkwa; community
centre, Finvoy Street,
10am-noon.

> Gamblers Amlglm
100 Gt Patrick Street,

Spm.

church hall, 215-
4.30pm and 6-8pm.

1 BANGOR

> Art exhibition and
sale, St Gall's parish

[] DERRIAGHY
> Multiple Sclerosis
Thmpyug:m, Unit 65,

Dunmurry Industrial
Estate, The Cutts,
10am to 6pm. Tel

Gauge Road, 10.30am-
12.30pm.

[JMAGHERAFELT
>

Country Markets,
Workspace, Rainey

this column must be
received in writing three
days before publication.
Fax number 01232 554506.
Please siate clearly the date,
time, and location of the
evenl.
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The day Bill went shopping

List of fruit
and flowers
for the wife

By Peter McVeny

VIOLET Clarke has
served thousands  of
pcnpk over the years
her Shankill Road
fnnl and veg shop.
But none more
memorable than the

man_who popped in
on Thurﬁday)pf&um

ber 30, 1995 —
William Jefferson
Clinton, President  of

| the United States of

America.

And his shopping
list ? Four apples. a
net of Clementine

L oranges and a bunch

of mixed flowers for
wife Hillary

For Violet, it is a
moment  which  will
live long in her
memory.

She said: “It was
one of the best days
we have ever had on
the Shankill.

“People up here
still talk about it all
the time.

“Sometimes  they
make funny remarks
about his current
situation in - Amenca
but mostly everybody
just remembers  that
day with happiness.”

e memories  of
the encounter are
kept alive by an array
of photographs on
the wall commemo-
rating the occasion,

That  pictonial
record constantly
sparks off discussion
in the bustling shop

Violet said: “Every
week somebody
comes in and men-

tions it when they see
the photographs on
the wall.

“They always ask
me how it felt to meet
the president of the
United States. And 1
tell them it was a
onu in-a-lifetime

rience.

“'T'he regular flow of
customers in the
Shankill Road busi-
ness is also
supplemented by a
large number of
cunious tourists.

“One of the cab
companies must be
doing tours of the
town for vusnmsl and
they  usually Iy
ou(zadc the d\()gu "

“And bus tours
slow down as they go
past so the driver can
point out the place
where Bill Clinton
ul“\.d in o buy his
frui.”

But despite her
fond memories,
Violet won't be
making the tnp to
Armagh tomorrow to
catch another glimpse
of her most famous
customer,

She chuckles: “T'l

J R
be 100 busy work- Happy memory: Violet Clarke of Violot Fruits on Belfast's Shankill Road romembeu the day when President Clinton visited her
for apples, oranges and flowers during his last visit in November 1995,

ing.’

Belfast Telegraph, Thursday, September 3, 1998

Picture by Peter Morrison

Clinton
facing
protests
over US
air raids

By Claire McGahan

PROTESTS against
Bill Clinton's visit to
Northern Ireland are
planned for Belfast
and Londonderry
today

A group calling
itself the Clinton Pro-
test Committee
which opposes the
American bombing of
Sudan and Afghani-
stan, will stage
demonstrations at
Belfast's Waterfront
Hall — where the US

President is due to
make a keynote
speech — and

Londonderry’s War
Memorial

The Irish Repub-
lican Socialist Party
— political wing of
the Irish National

Liberation Army,
which has called a
ceasefire — is also to

hold a protest

A Clinton Protest
Committee spokes-
man accused the
British and Insh
governments of
“double standards on
terrorism'’,

He said: “Media
reports have indica-
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VIOLET Clarke has
served thousands of
pcnplc over the years
her Shankill Road
fmll and veg shop.

But none more
memorable than the
man_who popped in
on Thursday Novem-
ber 30, 1995 —
William Jefferson
Clinton, President of
the United States of
Amernica,

_And _his shopping
list ? Four apples, a
' net of Clementine
oranges and a bunch
of mixed flowers for
wife Hillary.

For Violet, it is a
moment which will
live long in her
memory.

She said: “It was
one of the best days
we have ever had on
the Shankill,

“People up here
still talk about it all
the time.

“*Sometimes they
make funny remarks
about his current
situation in  America
but mostly everybody
just remembers’ llml
day with happiness.”
The memories of
the encounter are
kept alive by an array
of photographs on
the wall commemo-
rating the occasion.

he day Bill

I List of fruit
and flowers
for the wife

That  pictorial
record constantly
sparks off discussion
in the bustling shop

Violet said: “Every
week  somebody
comes in and men-
tions it when they see
the photographs on
lhe wall.

“They always ask
me how it felt o meet
the president of the
United States. And |
tell them it was a
once-in-a-lifetime
experience.”

he regular flow of
customers in the
Shankill Road busi-
ness is also
supplemented by a
large number of
cunous tourists.

“One of the cab
companies must  be
doing tours of the
town for wvisitors and
they usually pull up
outside the shop.

“And bus tours
slow down as they go
past so the driver can
point out the place
where Bill  Clinton
called in to buy his
fruit."

But despite her
fond memories,
Violet won't be
making the trip to
Armagh tomorrow 1o
catch another glimpse
of her most famous
customer.

She chuckles: “I'll
be too busy work-
ing.”

Hawv memory: Violet Clarke of V‘olet Fruits on Belfasts Shanknll Road remembers the day when President Clinton visited her

S durmg his last vrsit in November 1995,

ent shoppmg

Picture by Peter Morrison

Clinton
facing
protests
over US
air raids

By Claire McGahan

PROTESTS against
Bill Clinton’s visit to
Northern Ireland are
planned for Belfast
and Londonderry
today

A group calling
itself the Clinton Pro-
test Committee,
which opposes the
American bombing of
Sudan and Afghani-
stan, will stage
demonstrations at
Belfast's Waterfront
Hall — where the US
President is due to
make a Kkeynote
speech — and
Londonderry’s War
Memorial.

The Irish Repub-
lican Socialist Party
— political wing of
the Irish National
Liberation Army,
which has called a
ceasefire — is also to
hold a protest

A Clinton Protest
Committee spokes-
man accused the
British and Irish
governments of
“double standards on
terrorism'’.

He said: “‘Media
reports have indica-




_Hillary Clinton will

outlive Monica saga

By Gail Walker

SO, does the Monica Lewinsky
scandal overshadow this Presi-
dential trip, or doesn’

For the sisterhood, fresh from a
major women’s conference and loy-
ally closing ranks with Hillary at the
City Hall last night, it was the
salacious subject that most felt was
better left unmentioned.

Mind you, a little gentle
prompting, and absolutely everyone
seemed to have quite a lot to say on
the matter after all.
ale bonding. This was
par excellen

Patricia McKeown, of UNISON,
who described the Vital Voices
gathering as of ““tremendous
significance’’, found the First Lady a
wonderful woman in her own right
“*who does not stand in the shadow of
her man."

As for Lewinskygate? *‘It just
shows they are homan. 1 think it’s
the most appalling thing that
people’s  personul difficulties are
made so public. The media should
concentrate on other things.

““After all, there's not a4 man or
woman in the world who doesn’t
have difficulties.

“Hillary Clinton, because of the
Kind of woman she is and the Kind
of job she has done, is perfectly
capable of taking all this in her
stride,” she linished, to firm nods of
approval from her companions.

‘A wonderful
woman in her
own right’

Belfast SDLP councillor Catherine
Molloy echoed those sentiments: ‘1
found her very inspiring and told her
how glad I was that she had taken
time to include Northern Ireland in
her itinerary.

“1 think, what | noticed from

meeting her personally, is that she is

a really strong woman and very self-
assured."

Ellen McDonough, a US exile now
living in Connemara, was certain
Hillary had nothing to fear from the
fallout from Monica.

**A woman who has been in politics
as long as Hills can always be
happy when polls are at their highest
yet for her hushand."

Breidge Gadd, of the Probation
Board for Northern Ireland, said
Hillary was a “‘great female role
model.”

But she added: *‘1 would have to
say there are a few things Northern
Irelund does better than the rest of
the world.”

Do the Monica revelations take
away from the trip?

“Not at all. Women in Northern
Ireland are experienced and
pragmatic about personal relation-
ships.””

.

“for US...

life’s suddenly

got

better!

With an Olympic Stairlift you
have total access around the
house. Just the simple push of a
button and an Olympic Stairlift
will you effortlessly up or

down your stairs
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“Hillary Clinton will

outlive Monica saga

By Gail Walker

SO, does the Monica Lewinsky
scandal overshadow this Presi-
dential trip, or doesn’t it?

For the sisterhood, fresh from a
major women’s conference and loy-
ally closing ranks with Hillary at the
City Hall last night, it was the
salacious subject that most felt was
better left unmentioned.

Mind you, a little gentle
prompting, and absolutely everyone
seemed to have quite a lot to say on
the matter after all.

Forget male bonding. This was
female bonding par excellence.

Patricia McKeown, of UNISON,
who described the Vital Voices
gathering as of ‘‘tremendous
significance’’, found the First Lady a
wonderful woman in her own right
“‘who does not stand in the shadow of
her man,”

As for Lewinskygate? “‘It just
shows they are human. [ think it's
the most appalling thing that
people’s personal difficultics are
made so public. The media should
concentrate on other things.

““After all, there's not a man or
woman in the world who doesn’t
have difficulties.

“Hillary Clinton, because of the
kind of woman she is and the Kind
of job she has done, is perfectly
capable of taking all this in her
stride,”” she finished, to firm nods of
approval from her companions.

‘A wonderful
woman in her
own right’

Belfast SDLP councillor Catherine
Molloy echoed those sentiments: ““I
found her very inspiring and told her
how glad 1 was that she had taken
time to include Northern Ireland in
hcr itinerary.

“I think, what 1 noticed from
meeting her personally, is that she is
a really strong woman and very sell-
assured.”

Ellen McDonough, a US exile now
living in Connemara, was certain
Hillary had nothing to fear from the
falloui from Monica.

““A woman who has been in politics
as long as Hillary can always be
happy when polls are at their highest
yet for her husband.™

Breidge Gadd, of the Probation
Board for Northern Ireland, said
Hillary was a “‘great female role
model,"

But she added: *‘I would have to
say there are a few things Northern
Ireland does better than the rest of
the world."

Do the Monica revelations take
away from the trip?

“Not at all. Women in Northern
Ireland are experienced and
pragmatic about personal relation-
ships.™
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plates. debvery, (2 ovonehs read fant lcence and frst reglaradion tax. A £75 crede ey fes |

quotaion walible ©on reqeert. Frasce offered throogh MCL Firace Lid, 77 Moot Epay
&Whprthmlu»mud:lmvsm‘w or by comganies runing
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| makes her
hall mark

- - cult the journey is
By Gail Walker Hillary o o
L S not only of support and

Says it’S encouragement but ko

I AM. said a strident of admiration for  what

hf“ Lady. not shy great to vou are doing puts vou
The comments were on the nght side of
not, however. a invitit m back history

AT 800 “(@ P

tion to any public dis Her words  won

cussion  of  ermant  hus- rpturows applause ‘. o —

band Bill's marital mis- - had bothered to ring the  The other big bunt of ppo o dience at the Great Hall at Belfast City Hall listen intently during Hillary Clinton’s address. Picture by Brian Thompson
demeunours. City Hall to find out clapping of the evening

Instead. they were a  details of the visit, said  ciume when Lord Mavor
reference 10 the fact  the public relations David Alderdice. mifr-
that she would seize any  officer handing out ducing the First Lady

excuse “l can find 10 press prisses reterated  Sinn Fein

come back to Northern Only a few wilting leader Gerry  Adamy’

Ireland.” bouquets left in memory  comments ~ of  the
But what a4 difference  of the 28 people previous eveming  that

a few years makes murdered in the Omagh  violence must be “over. |IF !
November 1995. Oh  arrocity and. more done with and gone.”

what a might. The Presi-  recently, 10 mark  the Sudly. as the media |}

dent and Hillay outside  first anmiversary  of the  were shepherded onto o
Belfast’s City Hall amid  death of Disna. Princess balcony at the rear of
massive secunty: tens of  of Wales, hung lan-  the hall 1o overdook

The Mazda 323

thousands of well guidly on the omate  procecdings. it was

wishers stretched out on  pates” 10 greet that visi-  impossible 1o accurately

A cold, sty night as  qor miuge  the  reaction  of

fur as the eve could see Still, the Fist Laudy. Aditms 10 this refer- S u er a (ka e

10 welcome them her  neat blonde bob  ence fo s soundbite L
Last  wmight, roughly  immaculately  coiffeured Speaking  afterwirds,

sme time. same PECE.  ay ever and dresed i the Sinn Fein leader winy

vet o ncbically different e bt omavy  suit. i fine iettle

atmosphere  surrounding  wus - the low-key He had found the

areception for the Fist ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ p t §f 0o n conferenee on the ad

Lady to murk the end of -\.u“.:m;‘;".,‘"_- de-  vancement  of  women

the Vital Vowces confer fichted to be ek very very  import

ence I feel uplifted and s

There wirs i tunmhe,
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raCe—0 " 7T WIS u i expect “these boding exerase.” paigns. her to Belfast. ‘
House that day in be- to be like card- As the First Lady o J \

tween meetings  with rd cutouts and speak 3;emd them furtherson  Ms McWilliams also gh" K hJ— A !

Washington power- a certain way — but abuse, Ms Sagar was stressed the ~women'’s m"hq;g

brokers, congressman now and again it's nice unsure Mrs Clinton growing impatience "’""‘e wit tate’ |

Peter King, “Richard when a human being understood how robust with having women's Department . °"'°“’l‘=-

Nea!, and Senator comes through.” the Coalition could be. "E’“-‘ put on hold while s\f""‘lg ‘l,° work _on

Edward Kennedy. The conversation She added: “I put it in the historic conflict be- Vita M°"“ \,f‘)"'“
Ms McWilliams, a soon moved from a way I would nomally “”‘?’". nationalism and  ence. Ms McWilliams,

university lecturer, and  smalltalk towards the put it and said ‘we've Unionism was resolved. 2’)'-;, Sagab _and Ms
. . eill were among 400
Ms Sagar, a community Wwider _political = scene. aﬂlﬂ"{w tmore balls  Only a fraction of the British, - Itish and

ty
ker, had litde time Mrs Clinton, who was than ( ve' — she
r:)frcﬂedmu:qeguw clearly well-briefed, understood that very ?vocrc or\:"g‘mc':c"::l:c“ American women who
ing political clout as wanted to know the clearly.” tioogh females mmak en h:e"c spent three days at
they entered the heart Coalition's views on the The Fiest Lady ‘over half. the € ;lap ; conference in  Bel-
of onc of the wmlds frl\’arlr:m political ~ stale- laughed heartily. tion: popul

most famous 8
They stood b Ms Sagar recalled:  Their 15 minute ses-  And just 9% of the

Mrs Clinton was due

%
7
b
2

photocopier ng “She scemed to have a gon extended into an senior jobs in the Civil call for  equality today
small talk wnh the very clear understand- hour as Mrs Clinton Service are held by whenshcmad: the key-
British Ambassador to ing about Northem Ire- asked if the Coalition women who do not even note address.

/ Home Déiivery
" Club Members:

Intemauonal
Belfast'Gl

licessssavacsresvansnnoes

e

Networking: Moira Thom ¥ Y. i
H whe ‘ “.ps“on Mary orrickra.cluala McGillan and Connie

Telégraph )
ILLENN UM BRIDE WATERFORD

For over 200 years the Waterford name has been
synonymous with quality and style. World famous
for its beautiful crystal, Waterford has now extended
its range of products to include Waterford Fine China
and exquisite Waterford Linens.

in association with 93[]( ast Castle " The eight splendid patterns in the china collection
have been created by skilled artisans with every
piece featuring gold banding luxuriously wrapped
around the edges.
/
The Belfast Telegraph is continuing Ifs search for Ulster's Millennium Bride, Complementing Waterford's crystal and china is an /
Qur free competition, In association with Belfast Castle, offers a superb prize exciting new range of fine tablecloths, place mats,
package worth almast £20,000. table runners and napkins which are made of the ( J
Our lucky Millennium Bride will be flown to Waterford by private plane to personally ~ finest f"b“““"“fs °‘ll“‘°“f °°::l;‘l “‘Z‘“ a“‘: dagmk '
select Waterford Crystal, linen and china to the value of £2,000. in an array of colours for traditional an
- contemporary lifestyles.

\
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a point: US State Department official Theresa
rector of the Vital Voices initiative, addresses

the conference. Pictures by Robert Ingram

IT was a drizzly St
Patrick’s Day in
Washington when
Monica McWilliams
and Pearl Sagar
arrived at the White
House.

A telephone call that
moming had confirmed
First Lady Hillary Clin-
ton would meet the two
Women's Coalition
negotiators for 15
minutes at 4pm sharp.

The meeting was a
sign of the fledgling
Coalition’s growing in-
fluence in  politics —
and a powerful network
of women at work.

Mrs Clinton
already aware of

was
the

First Lady Hillary Clinton was keep-

ing a promise to Belfast women

when she visited today. MARTINA
PURDY and EILEEN FLEMING

report

Women's Coalition
when she received a
telephone from Rose-

mary O'Neill asking if
she would meet the two
Women's Coalition
representatives

Ms O'Neill, a State
Department  official,
carried considerable
clout in Washington, as
the daughter of Tip
O'Neill, the legendary

;F“ku of the House of
cpresentatives.

She came to know the
Coalition through
mutual acquaintances,
and made 1t her busi-
ness to help out

A force to be
reckoned with,"  was
how Ms Sapgar described
her

Mrs Clinton  readily
agreed to the meeting,

A lifelong feminist,
she had refused the
tradiional role reserved
for the First Lady —
hosting teas, redecorat-
ing the White House
and promoting safe
issues.

Like her husband, she
was keenly interested in
the ongoing political
talks at Stormont and
was kept informed wia
the National Secunty
Council  (which often
had the minutes of the
talks even before the
delegates.)

Mrs Clinton had
already travelled to Bel-
fast fwice since 1995,
once With her husband
and a second time tO
deliver the Joyce
McCartan memonial lec-
ture at the University of
Jordanstown

In her speech, she
had sing! out the

Cantisinm

US offi

Washington when Mrs
linton emerged from
her office with the

Secretary of State Mo
Mowlam.

They exchanged
pleasantries before Mrs

Clinton welcomed  them
to her office.

They sat on a pat-
termed sofa  while the
First Lady took the
armchair. Her assistant,
Melanne V-

cials Alyse Nel and J Wag
conference. Hillary Clinton was set to make the

land and didn’t
everything as a
and white issue."”

Mrs Clinton was even
aware of the abuse the
Coalition had endured
during the lifespan of
the Northern llu:l;md
Forum, where the
women were told to sit
down and shut up —
and stick to knitting,

Ms McWilliams - snolee

see
black

mvolved their children
in politics. Both
explained they had been
refuctant to do this

“As a feminist," said
Ms McWilliams, “1 was
concerned not o fall
mto this trup that the
only thing women could
talk about was kids.”

Rue ke -
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listen intently at the Vital Voice
keynote address today.

Hillary adds her voice
In battle for equality

|
|
\
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|
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|

have a voice on 20-plus}
influential government- |
backed boards in North-{
em Ireland !

Ms McWilliams told |
the First Lady: I

“We are saying ‘no'.|
The * two —~ politicall
development :nd:

women's . righte —
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THE PRESIDENT’S VISIT

Hillary adds her voice
In battle for equality

IT was a dnzzly St & % .
Patrick’s Day in First Lady Hillary Clinton was keep-
Washington when ing a promise to Belfast women
Monica McWilliams ~when she visited today. MARTINA D
Siived at the whie PURDY and EILEEN FLEMING
House. report

A telephone call that
moming had confirmed Women's Coalition Si‘Ci!kk'l of the House of
First Lady Hillary Clin- when she received a Representatives
ton would meet the two telephone from Rose- She came to know the
Women's Coalition mary O'Neill asking if Coalition through
negotiators for 15 she ‘would meet the two  mutual acquaintances,

minutes at 4pm sharp. Women's Coalition and made it her busi-
The meeting was a representatives ness to help out.
sign of the fledgling **A force to be
| Coalition’s growing  in- Ms O'Neill, a State reckoned with," was {
3 fluence in politics — Department official, how Ms Sagar described
: 2 % and a powerful network carried considerable her

Makmg a point: US State Department official Theresa of women at work. clout in Washington, as Mrs Clinton readily

Loar, director of the Vital Voices initiative, addresses Mrs Clinton was the daughter of Tip agreed to the meeting.
the conference. Pictures by Robert Ingram already aware of the O'Neill, the legendary A lifelong feminist,
4 9 she had refused the

traditional role reserved
for the First Lady —
hosting teas, redecorat-
mg the White House
and promoting safe
issues.

Like her husband, she
was keenly interested in

the ongoing political EEEEEEEE - = - |

talks at Stormont and > i

was kept informed via US Officials Alyse Nelson and Joanne Wagner listen intently at the Vital Voice |

the National Security conference. Hillary Clinton was set to make the keynote address today. !
(‘:jun;‘:l (which often |

had the minutes of the Washington when Mrs land and didn't see involved their childre have a voice on 20-plus|
talks even before. the Clinton emerged from everything as a black in ,m],lic:i_ “"ﬁ‘ff‘,'{, influential mvcmmgu-:
delegates.) her office with the _and white issue." explained they had been backed b“‘"‘i‘ in North-}

Mrs Clinton had Secrctary of State Mo Mrs Clinton was even  reluctant to do this em Ireland. |

: already travelled to Bel- Mowlam aware of the abuse the o |
& fast fwice since 1995, They exchanged Coalition had endured “As a feminist," said ~ Ms McWilliams told |
\

|

once with her husband pleasantries before Mrs during the lifespan of Ms McWilliams, I was the First Lady;
and a second nme to Clinton welcomed them the Northern Ireland concemed not to  fall

deliver the Joyce 1o her office Forum, where the into this trap that the “We are saying ‘no’,}
McCartan memonal lec- They sat - on a pat- women were told to sit only thing women could The two — political} l
ture at the University of temed sofa while the down and shut up —  talk about was kids.™ development andi : .
3 || Jordanstown. First Lady took the and stick to knitting, women's _ righte =t
- | In her speech, she ammchair. Her assistant, Ms McWilliams snobs TS pre
The Engllsh Shakespear ) !‘.'d l!lr.’ out the Melanne 7
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HILLARY Clinton’s
arrival in  the
rr(n‘mrc was  very
ow-key compared to
that of her husband
The First Lady’s DC-
10 plane, emblazoned
with a United States of
America ensignia,
touched down on the
tarmac at Belfast Inter-
national Airport at

precisely 2.34pm yester-

uy
There to greet Mrs
Clinton were US
Ambassador 1o the UK
Philip Lader, US Con-
sul General for North-
em lreland Ki Fort,
Northern lreland Office
mimster  Paul Murphy
and sirport ¢hief execu-
tive Stanley Thomas
Passengers in nearby
departure lounges
mingled with staff eager
to catch a glimpse of the
First Lady and her en-
tourage as armed
security personnel

maintained & rooftop
vigil
nguisitive IBPO"CI'S

interested in finding out
if Mrs Clinton would be
free for a quick chat
before her Spm keynote
address at the Water-
front met with no suc-
cess.,

“Those next two
hours are scheduled as
down-time and speech
wrep,” the polite but
irm White House infor-
mation officer informed
them

ot
. we, | think.

can agree on Dbasic
goals.” she sad
Mrs  Clinton  added

“All people must have
access o the tools of

Welcoming smiles as one of the

"y

preate
“When my  husband
and 1 po 1o Omagh
fomorrow,  we will pay
tribute 1o those who
were murdered by the
enemies of peace,

AT TR L~

S SIS

S

BN WAL R

DEMOCRACY *

e ——

here.”
Dunng the provinee’s
mmest hours women
weld their famibes to-
pether, Mrs Clinton ac-
nowledged

VITAL VOICES

WOMEN IN {2 WOME _(& :
ST DEMC

»

i Mrs Cli

Treland can  play  like
children should ... with-
out respect to religion
or politics, without
stereotyping o1 name
calling, without fear or
violence.™

VITAL VOIC

P

Mrs Clinton pays tribute to the courage of Ulster's
women.

6T SAIRECAM e e L
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HILLARY Clinton’s Pospenty, we. I think.  “When my husband children should ... wi |
arrival in the ¢ agree on basic and 1 go 1o Omagh During the province’s out respect to religion
goals.” she said. tomormow, we will pay grimmest hours women or politics, without

TOVINCE Was VEry s “Clinton added: tribute to th ) held their families to- Stereotyping or name
R’W"\'CY compared 10 «p) people must have  were muﬂkrcdwhy w|'h‘(e ther, Mrs Clinton ac- Cﬂlling.y‘:il ut fear or
that of her husband.  access' to the tools of  enemies of peace, nowledged. violence."

The First Lady's DC-
10 plane. emblazoned
with a United States of

America cnsignia, \
touched down on the

tarmac at Belfast Inter- VITAL VOICES

national _Airport at { x &

precisely 2.34pm yester- i X W‘JMBN

d B

Jay

%hcrc 10 greet Mrs
Clinton were US
Ambassador to the UK
Philip Lader, US Con-
sul General for North-
ern Ireland Ki Fort,
Northern Ireland Office
minister Paul Murphy
and airport chief execu-
tive Stanley Thomas.

Passengers in nearby
departure lounges
mingled with staff eager
to catch a glimpse of the
First Lady and her en-
tourage as armed
security personnel
maintained a  rooftop
vigil

nquisitive _reporters
inlcr?slcd in ﬁndﬁ? out
if Mrs Clinton would be
free for a_quick chat
before her Spm keynote
address at the Water-
front met with no suc-
cess.

“Those next two
hours are scheduled as

@ I

down-time and speech 1 ¢
n:p.\‘;ll lhr”pnliu-_ {l\ut /s ’ b

nm ute House infor- - *

mation officer informed  Welcoming smiles as one of the speakers addresses Mrs Clinton. Mrs Clnlmon pays tribute to the courage of Ulster's

them. women.
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ady arrives at the Waterfront Hall for the Vital Voices

good “They were mostly Seven days a week,
pality women and children she said, they “carmed
| jobs. They were Catholic and on with hope and prayer
Protestant. unionist and  that the future would be

I of npauonalist, young and brighter. free of

it will old troubles and heart-
z\'nplc break™

hack- “They were people

hce to  simply lmn}~ their hives, But drawing a paralle}

to the \mer§ a drapery wihoa new green space
confi-  store anging  out with for children ]yl;umct by

fnends, buying  school PlayBoard with an
yeating uniforms for their Amencan group called

sation  children KaBOOM, she urged
1 \_\».uf y men and women fo
mestic “The terronists  work together to create

e 10 rargeted the people of 4 pew political environ-
€ new  Northern Ireland and in et
100k response. it was the
people — all the people
senok: PEORE Pe N; “You are ultimately
= . who' bravely stood fo TR
Eulties  side’ by side 10 say: those " w e
’~""”!;’ Hatred .md violence will "l“'ll'"‘;p: Uy 3o b > e
ate of  no lonoes oAy Aby Mo
no, Jonose bapagr—rag Guadsosd S uoluipy

e \Ull.‘
MY T
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SIDENT’S VISIT
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k-

good
uality
| jobs,

i of
it owill

Fcopk‘
hack-
e to

o the
confi-

Teating
scation
t with
mestic
e to
K new

took

tknow-
culties
facing
ate of

ady arrives at t

“They were mostly
women and children
They were Catholic and
Protestant, unionist and
nationalist, young and
old.

“They were people
simply living their hives.
M\'kmi at a drapery
store. hanging out with
friends, buying school
uniforms for their
children

“*The terrorists
targeted the people of
Northern Ireland and in
response, it was the
people — all the people
— . who . bravely stood
ade by side to say:
Hatred and wviolence wall
oo Jonepe—baagr 1SR

he Waterfront Hall for the Vital Voices

Seven days a week,
she said. they ‘“camied
on with hope and prayer
that the future would be
brighter. free of
troubles and heart-
break™.

But drawing a parallel
with a new green space
for children planned by
PlayBoard with an
Amencan group called
KaBOOM. she urged
men and women to
work together to create
a new political environ-
ment.

“You. are ultimately
those who will  deter-
mine whether the
childran,— ol Nassipr-—

T
‘Awadsosd  S.uoluny” ¢
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1BAlIIR ' n
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province.

America’s First Lady Hillary Clmton arrives at Belfast
International Airport to begin her visit to the
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Picture by Mervyn Dowling

‘Speech
prep’ so
no time
for chat

By Peter McVerry

has role
to play

By Dan McGinn

FIRST Lady Hillary
Clinton has praised
the crucial role
played by courafeous
women in holding
Northemn Ireland to-
ether during the

rkest days of the
troubles.

She was speaking
after a warm reception
at the Vital Voices’
conference at the
Waterfront Hall yester-
day.

An audience of politi-
cians, cvil servants and
women and children
from a wide spectrum of
society heard Mrs Clin-
ton speak of the
coura of women in
the face of almost 30
years of violence,

She also told an audi-
ence — which included
Sinn Fein's Gerry
Adams and Martin
McGuinness and the
UDP’s Gary McMichael
— there was an onus on
everyone in society to
translate the hopes for
peace into practical
economic and social
am(_;% %

“The hopes for peace
will have t‘:\“hc lr.[:rclﬁlm
ted into the hard work
of practical action and
political compromise,
not onl in  the
Assembly. {ml in every
comer of society

“So the real chal
lenge of this conference
starts as we leave. How
will each of us work to0
fulfill the promise of
peace?

“That. of course, will
be up to the men and
women of Northern [re-
land to decide. But,
based on what we know
about the condniunf

that Aramate masas et =
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Glass act: US First Lady Hillary Clinton dons sunglasses on a visit to Lagan
Meadows today.

Clinton
back

to meet
‘his’
people

PRESIDENT Clinton
arrives today to con-
tinue his crusade for
peace in Ulster and
rekindle another
special relationship
—with its people.

@ The most powerful
man in the world was
given a tumultuous wel-
come by hundreds of
thousands who lined the
streets during his first
visit in November 1995

@ Bill Ciinton can
symbolically claim a
mixed ancestry across
the province’s Protes-
tant and Catholic sectar-
ian divide,

Antecedants of his
mother. whose family
name was Cassidy, were
Catholics from
Fermanagh while s
father’s family name of
Blyth can be traced
back to Ulster Scots
roots.

@® Inconclusive
parish records and holes
in the Clinton gencal-
ogy. however, make
roof of the President’s
reen and Orange
descent difficult. He s
not thought to have any
plans 1o look up Irish
relatives on this visit.

@ At least 12 Amen-
can presidents have
claimed to be descended
from Ulster Scots stock.
including President
Nixon. Ronald Reagan.
visited his ﬁrcal
grandfather’s birthplace
in Tipperary. in 1984,

® The President
used his first visit 10
deliver a stinging
condemnation of the
province’s gunmen. He
told them: “You are the
past. your day is
over.”
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Meadows today.

Glass act: US First Lady Hillary Clinton dons sunglasses on a visit to Lagan

Clinton
back

to meet
‘his’
people

PRESIDENT Clinton
arrives today to con-
tinue his crusade for
peace in Ulster and
rekindle another
special relationship
—with its people.

@ The most powerful
man in the world was
given a tumultuous wel-
come by hundreds of
thousands who lined the
streets during his first
visit in November 1995.

® Bill Clinton can
symbolically claim a
mixed ancestry across
the province's Protes-
tant and Catholic sectar-
tan divide.

Antecedants of his
mother, whose family
name was Cassidy. were
Catholics from
Fermanagh while his
father’s family name of
Blyth can be traced
back to Ulster Scots
roots.

® Inconclusive
parish records and holes
in the Clinton geneal-
ogy. however. make
roof of the President’s
reen and Orange
descent difficult. He is
not thought to have :m;‘
plans to look up Irish
relatives on this visit

® At least 12 Ameri-
can presidents have
claimed to be descended
from Ulster Scots stock.
including President
Nixon. Ronald Reagan,
visited his great
grandfather's birthplace
in Tipperary, in 19

® The President
used his first wisit 10
deliver a stinging
condemnation of the
province's gunmen. He
told them: *You are the
past, your day is
over.
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~ She
she saw,
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~ and she

conquered

By Martina Purdy

“I'D chuck him out,” said
the freshfaced tecnager
when asked what she would
do if she were Bill Clinton’s
wife,

While views on her hus-
band were mixed, there
seemed to be nothing but
sympathy for Hillary Clin-
ton from the 2000-strong
guests who packed the
Waterfront Hall.

As she stepped onto the
stage, Mrs Clinton, wearing
a sleek navy suit, chunky
gold jewellery, won the first
of three standing ovations.

One delegate mused that
Hillary was now more
powertul than ever follow-
ing the painful episode with
Monica ‘Lw insky.

“Bill owes her a lot and
she’s got him over a bar-
rel.” said the woman. “He
needs her now more than
ever — she can crack the
whip now!”

l"illary was all charm and
smiles however for the Bel-
fast audience. They lapped
ur her response to 17-year-
old Fiona Hughes from Bell-

Rapturous
welcome for
First Lady

aghy who introduced the
First Lady.

Ms Hughes. a sixthformer
turned to the First Lady,
and announced to a de-
lighted audience: ™1 had to
use your name to advantage
as well, Mrs Clinton, be-
cause I had to be at school
today.™

The First Lady assured
Fiona that there were
around a “a thousand of
us” who would be glad to
provide her with a note.

Ms Hughes was among
the speakers who were only

iven a few hours notice.
ne Belfast woman dec-
lined at the thought of it.

Inez McCormack, vice-

resident of the ICTU,

raved the audience and got
a wry chuckle out of Mrs
Clinton when she expressed
relief she hadn’t been given
the task of the previous
speaker.

"1 wasn't asked to talk
about my past — thank
God!™

Secretary of State Mc¢
Mowlam was supposed to
introduce the First Lady —
but was delayed at West
minster. {

Mrs Clinton paid tribut¢
to the first woman Secretary
of State, who was her hosl
at Hillsborough. Referring
to a reception Dr Mowlam
had held the previous nigh
for” the delegates, she said
she had reports of Di
Mowlam's “'skills as a party
hostess and dancer par ex;
cellence.™

The lighthearted mood
turned sombre at times —
particularly as Mrs Clinton
spoke of Janette Rooney. an
Omagh ‘teenager who ™ was
taking part In a cross:
community project in Wash:
ington and watched the tele:
vision coverage of the bomb
in horror when she saw her
friends injured.

One 0’ her best friends
was killed in the blast.

Mrs Clinton closed with 4
message of support. ““May
God bless you . . . and the
future you buiid together.™
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By Philip Lader

US Ambassador to
Great Britain and
Northern Ireland
LAST Tuesday, during
my visit to Nonhcm Ire-
land in advance of Presi-

dent Clinton’s, 1 walked
the streets of the beautiful

e T

People of courage will
win battle for peace

Opportunity for
hope is here

In 1995, President Clin-
ton came to Northern
Ireland to encourage
those who had hope,
to tell the merchants of
violence that their time

returns to pay tribute to
the le of Northern
Ireland for translating that
spirit into reality. He will
begin by meeting with the
new members of the

Killadeas, Co.
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Cathedral City of was over, That
and met mcnlyand women remains a touchstone for his support for the Good
whose courage and dedi- him and many others. It Friday Agreement, which
cation to peace helped was a remarkable received the support of
make the Good Friday nxxn[ncngl‘.m R Pl the 2v:n\;helmmlg
Agreement possibie. 1998, 1l ident majority o eople
i throughout the nsimd of
Ireland. He will callon:lll
¥ {0 imp

it in its entirety.
Manor House Country Hotel R pad
‘| Shaw remi us, how-

cvct peace is infinitely
rduous than con-

more a
flict. Difficult challmgs
remain. Thus, a central
theme of the President’s
wvisit will be to show that,
just as the United States
stood with those who took
risks for peace, my
country will remain
ply engaged in sup-
pomng peace process
economic  devel

The President will also
travel to Omagh to con-

A

tragedy and rcfusmg to be
dclcned by a

wdl Kﬁy [rmocm President
speak Armagh
to the of Northem
hdanMd has wel-
comed visitors n afar
m:ny times in its long

The twin cathe-
drak_ which dommale thc

skyline are

the potential !mreoonulr

ation. Their graceful
ires call to mund the

wﬂcnunhpoet Walt
tman’s line is

always beautiful”, S

gu
thering  for pe
%chaﬁ ycven-
ing.
As the tragedy i
Omaﬁ brutally r:mmded
patient, delicate
work of reconaliation is
needed. In Armagh, the
President will articulate
the American

commitment to walk
down that road with the

o mlc of Northern Ire-

'mcn( in Northem [re-
land.

Every state and county
in America owes much to
those who came from this
island and who built a new
nation, [n lum today we

winning restaurant vey lhc Amencan
TEL' 013656 21561 for reservations Ry oF thy Bt ang.
e th:uwm bear witness to
mn
‘Christmas Brochure Now Availab o Dulling
S RLEE) [TV,

to hel lhe people of
I;cmhcmgh:(l‘and secure
the peace and prosperil

they deserve. >
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Prime Minister Tony Blair waits alone for the President to arrive at Stormont as Secmarv of.. .
State Mo Mowlam takes a last glance backwards before entering the building. Picture by Rick Hewirt

Morrison
tells of
US and
Sinn Fein
contacts

AMERICAN
officials had extensive
discussions  with  Sinn
Fein before the
party’s statements on
violence and
decommissioning, US
Congressman  Bruce
Momson said today.
“There have been
on going contacts be-
tween Sinn Fein and
the White House all
summer and
definitely contacts
leading up to the visit
and what contacts
there would be dur-
ing the visit," he

said,

Mr Momson told
Radio 4 that the
situation for Mr
Clinton's visit was “a
ood deal more re-
axed” now than on
his inaugural trip
three years ago.

Referring to the
President’s  wvisit  to
Springvale, in the
West  Belfast consti-
tuency of Gerry
Adams, he said:

“l think a hand-
shake would not be
unnatural, having
occurred  many times
in the past.’

Mr  Momson said
that, after a summer
of tragedy in North-
ern  Ireland, there
had been a suffening
of resolve to keep
faith with the peace

process. :
“So, the President
is blessing that — if

that's the word —
and encouraging and
rewarding that  dnve
for a new arrange-
ment for the people
in Northern Ireland.

“I think it's very
important _but, cer-
tainly, it doesn’t dis-
place the hard work
which the govern-
ment and the parties
have to do."

Mr Morrison —
who has a reputation
as a key figure on
Northern [reland
affairs — said he did
not expect
decommissioning  to
occur “in a matter of
LL1)5 or weeks."”

“But I think in the
months leading up to
the two-year time-
tablc things will hap-

The appointment
of Martin
McGuinness to  liaise
with the arms
decommissioning
body was “encourag-

ing.
“1 think that the
statement that  Gerry
Adams made is not
consistent  with long-
term retention of
weapons on any side
in Northern lIre-
land.™
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of Omagh

By Rosie Cowan
PRESIDENT Clinton was
expected to meet with

relatives of the Omagh dead
today when he wvisited the
bomb-struck town

The President, accom-
anied by First Lady Hillary

odham Clinton, Prime
Minister Tony Blair and his
wife Cherie, were due in the
Tyrone town by helicopter
this afternoon.

The Presidential party
was due to be met by
council chief executive John
McKinney who is to take
them to talk to a large
number of relatives of lﬁc
28 vicums and survivors of
last month’s bomb at
Omagh leisure centre.

They are then due to go
to the town centre where Mr

Double

protest
down at

. PRESIDENT Clinton’s arrival
at the Waterfront was marked
by two separate protests.

A dozen protesters from the
Socialist Workers Party held
placards denouncing the Presi-
dent for the recent bombings
in Sudan and Afghanistan.

A spokesman said: “‘Bill
Clinton and Tony Blair are
hypocrites. A week after the
bombing in Omagh, Bill Clin-
ton broke all the UN resolu-
tions and killed 26 people.”

On the other side of the
street another dozen people
from the recently-formed
Justice For Protestants group
protested against the visit.

DUP councillor Jack McKee
said that it was time Mr
Clinton recognised there are
two communities in Northern
Ireland.

He said: “Mr Clinton has
warmed himself to the repub-
lican identity but he has to
remember that there are more
than just republicans in the
province.""

President
talks of
relatives
and survivors

Clinton is to unveil a
memorial plaque at Market
Street near the scene of the
blast.

The President is planning
10 meet members of the
emergency services who
battled to save lives after
the 500lb blast, which also
injured 220 people on
August 15, and to lay a
wreath at the High Street
shops which lost staff in the
cxl; osion.

le s also due to receive
a letter from Omagh

Chamber of Commerce
president Michael Gaine
urging him to encourage US
business leaders to consider
the town as a possible
investment location.

Speaking last night at the
Vital Voices ‘Women in
Democracy’ conference,
Mrs Clinton said she and
her husband were going to
Omagh to “pay tnbute to
those murdered by the
enemies of peace”.

She continued: *‘They
were mostly women and
children, Catholic and Prot-
estant, unionist and nation-
alist, young and old. They
were people simply living
their lives.”

The presidential party will
then fly on by helicopter to
Armagh.

First Lady pays
surprise visit to

By Nigel Gould

THE First Lady wisited
some of the Omagh bomb
victims today during a sur-

rise trip to the Royal
/ictoria Hospital,

Mrs Clinton, accom-
panied by Cherie Blair,

toured the hospital’s acci-
dent and emergency wing
and the burns umt.

She chatted to both blast
victims and their families
during a 45-minute visit.

A Royal spokeswoman
said: “‘She also spoke to
staff who had helped in the
aftermath of the blast.

“They felt it was recogni-
tion of the work they ﬁkc
many other medical staff
across the province had
done

i blast iniured

“They really appreciated
the visit.

**She was genuinely
interested in our health ser-
vice and spoke to both our
chief executive and chair-
man about the health
service's overall structure,”

The visit was not part of
Mrs Clinton's official
itinerary — and no media
were invited.

The First Lady travelled
to the Royal aftér an hour-
long visit to Lagan Meadows
in the Stranmillis area of
Belfast where she met both
Protestant and Catholic pri-
mary schoolchildren.

The visit was arranged by
PlayBoard — the lead
agency for children’s play in
Northern Ireland.
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On the Waterfront: President Clinton, flanked by Lord
'Magol; David Alderdice, arrives at the Waterfront Hall
n Belfast.

Don’t stop work on
reforms Yeltsin told

ENDING a two-day
summit before
climbing aboard his
lane for Belfast, the
resident assured
Russian President
Boris Yeltsin that he
could count on new
offers of economic
aid if Russia re-
mained committed to
free-market reforms.

“The answer is to
finish the job that has
been begun, not to stop
it in midstream or to
reverse  course,” Clin-
ton said late yesterday
at a joint news confer-
ence with Yeltsin at the
Kremlin.

“America and the
international commu-
nity are, I am convin-
ced, ready to offer
further assistance if
Russia stays with the
path of reform,” Clin-
ton said.

Marking his first
venture on the world
stage since acknowledg-
ing an affair with a
young White House
volunteer, Clinton also
w Yeltsin and _his
political foes to find
common ground on

Russia
gets
offer
of aid

reform.

Russia has been in
cnisis  since  August 23,
when Yeltsin fired
Sergei  Kiriyenko as
prime minister and
named Victor
Chernomyrdin, who
reviously held the post
E)r five years, as acting
premier.

The already ailing
economy has since been
devastated. The rouble
has lost more than half
its value and some
Russians are lining up
daily to get their
shrunken savings out of
ailing banks. Earlier this
week, parliament re-
jected Chermomyrdin's
nomnation.

While speaking
bluntly of Moscow’s
differences  with Wash-
ington over Nato and
other security issues,

Yeltsin said his country
was determined to
"colnclude our rch[nnm"
and recognised that, in
the end, it was up to
Russia itself to make
the nght decisions.
“What we need from
lhT United States is
political support to the
effect (ha(,,')!?»c United
States is in favour of
reforms in  Russia,”
Yeltsin  said. “This is
what we really need,
and then all the
investors who would
like to come to the
Russian reformed
market will do so.”
Clinton sounded a
similar theme in a
meeting with some two
dozen members of the
communist-led Duma,
the lower house of the
Russian parliament, and
regional leaders at the
residence of US ambas-
sador James Collins.
Those in attendance
ranged from Commu-
nist leader Gennady
Zyuganov and Alex-
ander

Lebed, the hard- |

line former general
from Siberia, to Grigory
Yavlinsky, leader of the
liberal Yabloko bloc,

—PA
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~ Open house at
Armagh for Bill

By Peter McVerry

THOUSANDS of ‘:coplc
were expected to pack into
the centre of Armagh
today to welcome Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

Armmagh was chosen as the
venue for the President's only
public address because of its
position as the ecclesiastical
capital of Ireland.

r Clinton was expected to
evoke Armagh as a symbol of
the reconciliation and spiritual
renewal necessary 10 ensure
peace in the province.

Prime Minister Tony Blair,

First Minister Designate
David Tnmble and Deputy
First Minister Designate

Seamus Mallon were expected
to join Mr Clinton and his
wife Hillary on the platform in

the city's historic Mall.

Mayor of Armagh Robert
Tumer has issued an open
invitation for people from
across the province to come to
Armagh to express their
desire for peace.

He said: “It is with hope for
the future that we invite all
the people of Northern Ire-
land to join us in this histonic
Gathering for Peace.”

The public will be able to
get into the Mall from Spm
and anyone planning to go has
been urged to amve as soon
as possible.

Mr Clinton was expected to
address the crowd shortly
after 7.30pm.

He was then due to have a
brief meeting with the leaders
of the four main Churches
before flying to Dublin.

The programme of events
planned for the rally includes
musical reflection and a per-
formance from a local cross-
community choir

International  singing  star
Mary Black was due to per-
foom for the crowd, along
with the Armagh Girl Singers,

Armagh Old BO{S Silver
Band, McGleenan's
traditional group and the

Combined Cadet Force Pipe
Band.

Local schoolchildren were
also to give a number of
readings.

Among those handpicked to

greet the President he
arrives by helicopter from
Omagh was Keady teenager
Sharon Haughey.

Sharon, a student at Our
Lady's Grammar School in
Newry, wrote to Mr Clinton
before his last wvisit to the
province.

He was so impressed he
read her letter to the crowd at
Belfast City Hall, quoting
Sharon's view that “both
sides have been hurt and both
sides have to forgive.”

White House officials said
that although it was hard to

as

predict how many people
would turm up, they were
confident they "could

accommodate the crowd.

Anyone seeking up-to-date
traffic information should call
the $¢€inl hotline on 01861-
521160,

Stormont approach: The Presidential de p
Carson on its way to Parliment Buildings at Stormont.

the of Lord







First Lady Hillary Clinton signs autographs for children during a visit to
Lagan Meadows in Belfast today.

gy

Wives send peace balloons soaring

By Nigel Gould

PROTESTANT and
Catholic primary school
children together released
100 white peace balloons

after meeting up with
America’s First Lady
today.

Hillary Clinton, accom-
panied by Tony Blair's wife
Cherie, greeted around 40
children during a visit to
Lagan Mecadows in Belfast,
organised by the charity
PlayBoard.

The children were aged

between mine and ten and
were P6 pupils of neighbour-
ing Stranmillis and St Bride's
Pnmary Schools.

During her hour-long wvisit
Mrs Chinton revealed a new

artnership between

layBoard and KABOOM!,
an  American community
development organisation.

In her speech the First Lady
said that KABOOM! would
help PlayBoard to get the
equipment it needed for a
unique environmental play
area exclusively for children.

The Play S:rm: initiative
aims to provide an environ-

Hillary
reveals new
help for
children

mental haven for children to
play with a series of natural
elements such as a waterfall or
river and animal life.

The Lagan Meadows site
was chosen for today's

meeting as an ideal example.
Antoinette McKeown,
PlayBoard's chief executive,
said she was delighted that the
First Lady was demonstrating
her support for the charity

“Undoubtedly, children are
the most adversely affected
victims of the Troubles in
Northern Ireland.

“We must not forget that
three generations of children
have been exposed to
traumatic acts of political and
sectarian violence within their
communities.

“Children represent  our

future and play has a crucial
role in the healing process.”

For more than an hour
before the visit police using
metal detectors carried out an
extensive security sweep of
the area

A team of presidential
security personnel also accom-
panied the entourage.

Mrs Clinton and Mrs Blair
were expected to make a
rivate visit to the Royal

ictoria Hospital in Belfast
later today.

It is understood that Mrs
Clinton wanted to visit the
Omagh bomb victims.
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he looked forward to
ening the economic ties
1 the province and' the

States, with Northern
actng as a “'gateway to

¥ to you and your fellow
men today, as the leader
thern Ireland, visit here
will welcome you. Invest
md we will work with

ss speech, Belfast’s Lord

Dawvid  Alderdice  ap-
d President Clinton for
ing to the aty and dedicat-
nsclf to the cause of peace
rthemn Ireland

! Alderdice also welcomed
ncan economic investment
arged continued support

he slow path towards peace
rengthened by a measured
ase in prospenty. Peace and
Iwmy — the two go hand in

fhe United States continues
9 Our main toreign investor
md the continued involve-

ot of your fellow Amencans
é\uwd with our hughly qual-
skilled workforce,
gthens and builds on the
ANg economic reputation of
hern Ireland ™

d William McCarter:
] Further funding

-
reating the conditions for
peace 1o thrive.”

The £71.7m Springvale
project aims to provide
around 1,500 third level uni-
versity places with a further
1,500 educational
opportunities in  the first
phasc

The proposal comprises
three main elements:

® an Outreach Centre,
which will act as a hub for
developing access and partiar-
panon across the area,

® a3 campus with course
provision better designed to
match need and employment
opportunities; and

® an Appliecd Research
Centre w{l‘ich will become a
centre of excellence in bio-
engineering, multi-media and
medical informatics

Catherine Hamill, who met President Clinton in 1995 and has visited the
White House, goes back to school at St Louise’s Comprehensive on the Falls
Road, Belfast. She was also due to be at the Waterfront today.

Picture: Robert Ingram.

Catherine recalls how she
stole the show at Mackies

By Dan McGinn

IT was the enduring image
of the 1995 Clinton visit — a
Catholic schoolgirl hand in
hand with a Protestant
schoolboy in a plea for a
permanent peace.

Catherine Hamill and David
Sterrit stole the show when the
President visited Mackies on
November 30, 1995,

The children’s account of
how the Troubles affected them
not only touched the President
and the First Lady but the rest
of the world.

Catherine and Duavid became
symbols of the new Northern
Ireland the President was tryi
to promote — & society devoid
of sectarianism, comfortable
with cultural diversity, wedded
to the future and not the past,

On the eve of the President’s
second visit to Northern lre-
land, those ideals are still dear
to Catherine's heart.

“The message David and 1
brought to Mackies that day

holds true today, We want the
peace to last.”

The Clintons were so moved
with Catherine’s account of her
father Patrick’s death at the
hands of the UFF in 1987, that
they remained in contact with
her family over the past two-
and-a-half years.

Since appearing with Presi-
dent Clinton at Mackies, she
has received letters and
Christmas cards from the Clin-
tons and visited them at the
White House in 1995 where she
switched on the Christmas
lights.

She was also on hand with
David Sterrit to greet the First
Lady at Aldergrove when she
returned to Belfast last
October.

“Bill and Hillary Clinton are
really lovely people and they
care very deeply about peace in
this country.

“1 didn't really think when I
spoke at Mackies that they
would keep in touch but they
did.

S owas orsal siaitine ke

White House and meeting the
Clintons again and I'm looking
forward to seeing them again at
the Waterfront."

Catherine's mum Luura is
amazed by the way her daugh-
ter has handled all the atten-
tion.

““Catherine was a wee bit shy
when she was cight and I have
to admit, | couldn’t believe it
that day in Mackies how she
dealt with the whole situation.

““‘Since then, there’s been an
awful lot of media attention
from Northern Ireland, the
Republic, Britain, other parts
of Europe and the United States
but she’s handled it really well
and got on living the kind of life
all children try to lead.’

But while Catherine is im-
pressed by her meetings with
the Clintons, they take second

lace to one thing — meeting

oyzone.
Meeting Bill and  Hillary
Clinton was fantastic  but
an Keating was my
Why?  Because

Clinton
fails to
impress
Citybus
driver

By Frances

McDonnell

IT could have been
just any other stop
for the dniver of the
No 22 Citybus calling
at Stormont anc
Queen’s Bridge
today

Last minute prepara-
tions may have been
under way for the immi-
nent ammval of one of
the world’s most power-
ful leaders, but as far as
the Citybus driver was
concerned he  wasn't
waiting

Oblivious to the
hoards of media
swarming around and
the extra large secunty
presence, the Citybus
driver stopped brefly,
looked around and then
drove on as if President
Clinton's visit was the
last thing on his mind

Hectic last minute
sweeps by Belfast City
Council cleaners  had
ensured Stormont  was
looking its best for the
President’s visit

Even the sun deaded
to make a watery
appearance to add 1o
the day's event

Security was tight
around Parliament
Buildings with the
media shepherded mto
narrow holding  bays,
one marked UK-Euro,
the other American
media, for those who
couldn’t remember who
they were

When President Clin-
ton finally arrived with
his impressive  entou-
rage of 15 cars, led by
four motorbike nders,
he swept up 10 the
entrance  of Parliament
Buildings in his limo
and waited just o few
minutes before getting
out

He was greeted by a
smiling Tony Blair who
had armved just minutes
before him with_ the
Northern Ireland Secre
tary of State: Dr. Mo
Mowlam.

A hearty handshake
from President Clinton
1o Tony Blair signalled
the start of the proceed-
ings and then the armival
of First Minister David
Trimble and his deputy
Seamus Mallon really
got the Stormont show
on the road

The four men nimbly
executed the steps to
the Parliament Build-
ings door and then the
was time for just a brief
chat as David Trimble
pointed out 2 few not-
able landmarks to Mr
Clinton

The President was
smiling and relaxed and
waved intermittently to
the waiting media and
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is speech, Belfast’s Lord

David Alderdice ap-

d President Clinton for

~——ing o the city and dedicat-

mself to the cause of peace
rthern Ireland.

! Alderdice also welcomed
nican economic mvestment
arged continued support
he slow path towards peace
rengthened by a measured
ase in prosperity. Peace and
serity — the two go hand in
3

fhe United States continues
ge our main foreign investor
ind the continued involve-

4 of your fellow Americars
ined with our highly quali
skilled workforce,
gthens and builds on the
fing cconomic reputation of
ern Ireland.”

William McCarter:
{ Further funding

creating  the conditions  for
{peace to thrive.”

% The £71.7m Springvale
project aims to provide
around 1,500 third level uni-
versity places with a further
1,5 cducational
opportunities in the first
phase,

The proposal comprises
three main clements:

® an Outreach Centre,
which will act as a hub for
developing access and partici-
pation across the area;

®a campus with course
provision better designed to
match need and employment
opportunities; and

® an /\{»plicd Research
Centre which will become a
centre of excellence in bio-
engineenng, multi-media and
medical informatics

Catherine Hamill, who met President Clinton in 1995 and has visited the
White House, goes back to school at St Louise’s Comprehensive on the Falls
Road, Belfast. She was also due to be at the Waterfront today.

Picture: Robert Ingram.

Catherine recalls how she
stole the show at Mackies

By Dan McGinn

IT was the enduring image
of the 1995 Clinton visit — a
Catholic schoolgirl hand in
hand with a Protestant
schoolboy in a plea for a
permanent peace.

Catherine Hamill and David
Sterrit stole the show when the
President visited Mackies on
November 30, 1995.

The children’s account of
how the Troubles affected them
not only touched the President
and the First Lady but the rest
of the world.

Catherine and David became
symbols of the new Northern
Ireland the President was trying
to promote — a society devoid
of sectarianism, comfortable
with cultural diversity, wedded
to the future and not the past.

On the eve of the President’s
second visit to Northern Ire-
land, those ideals are still dear
to Catherine’s heart.

“The message David and 1
brought to Mackies that day

holds true today. We want the
peace to last.™

The Clintons were so moved
with Catherine’s account of her
father Patrick’s death at the
hands of the UFF in 1987, that
they remained in contact with
her family over the past two-
and-a-half years.

Since appearing with Presi-
dent Clinton at Mackies, she
has received letters and
Christmas cards from the Clin-
tons and visited them at the
White House in 1995 where she
switched on the Christmas
lights.

She was also on hand with
David Sterrit to greet the First
Lady at Aldergrove when she
returned to Belfast last
October.

“Bill and Hillary Clinton are
really lovely people and they
care very deeply about peace in
this country.

“1 didn’t really think when 1
spoke at Mackies that they
would keep in touch but they
did.

I wne oreat

White House and meeting the
Clintons again and I'm looking
forward to seeing them again at
the Waterfront.”

Catherine’s mum Laura is
amazed by the way her daugh-
ter has handled all the atten-
tion.

““Catherine was a wee bit shy
when she was eight and I have
to admit, I couldn’t believe it
that day in Mackies how she
dealt with the whole situation,

“‘Since then, there's been an
awful lot of media attention
from Northern Ireland, the
Republic, Britain, other paris
of Europe and the United States
but she’s handled it really well
and got on living the kind of life
all children try to lead.™

But while Catherine is im-
pressed by her meetings with
the Clintons, they take second

lace to one thing — meeting

oyzone.

“Meeting Bill and Hillary
Clinton was fantastic but
meeting Ronan Keating was my
biggest thrill. Why? Because
"

Clinton
fails to
impress
iCithUS
driver

By Frances

McDoppell

IT could have been
just any other stop
for the driver of the
No 22 Citybus callin;

- at Stormont an

Queen’s Bridge
today.

Last minute prepara-
tions may have been
under way for the immi-
nent arrival of one of
the world’s most power-
ful leaders, but as far as
the Citybus driver was
concerned he wasn’t
waitin,

Oblivious to the
hoards of media
swarming around and
the extra large security
presence, the Citybus
driver stopped brefly,
looked around and then
drove on as if President
Clinton’s visit was the
last thing on his mind

Hectic last minute
sweeps by Belfast City
Council cleaners had
ensured Stormont was
looking its best for the
President’s visit

Even the sun decided
to make a watery
aﬁ)pc:lmncc to add ‘o
the day’s event |

Security was tight
around Parliament
Buildings with the
media shepherded into
narrow holding bays.
one marked UK-Euro,
the other American
media, for those who
couldn’t remember who
they were

When President Clin-
ton finally amived with
his impressive entou-
rage of 15 cars, led by
four motorbike riders,
he swept up to the
entrance of ?’mhamcm
Buildings in his limo
and waited just a ' few
minutes before getting
out.

He was greeted by a
smiling Tony. Blair who
had arrived just minutes
before him with, the
Northern Ireland Secre-
tary of  State. Dr. Mo
Mowlam.

A hearty handshake
from President Clinton
to Tony Blair signalled
the start of the proceed-
ings and then the arrival
of First Minister David
Trimble and his deputy
Seamus Mallon  really
got the Stormont show
on the road.

The four men nimbly
executed the stegs 10
the Parliament « Build
ings door and then there
was time for just a brief
chat as David Trnmble
pointed out a few not-
able landmarks to Mr
Clinton.

The President was
smiling and relaxed and
waved intermittently to
the waiting media and
Hotidieckeria B
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Springvale campus
hite House
seal of approval

gets

B?Gary Grattan
Education
Correspondent

PRESIDENT Clinton and
Tony Blair were due to
offiaally dedicate the site
of the new west Belfast
Springvale campus of the
University of Ulster
today.

The two leaders were
expected to be joined by
teenagers from Catholic and
Protestant areas in breaking
the first sod at the £70m site,
which  will also house the
Belfast Institute of Further
and Higher Education

Around 150 guests, includ-
ing' First Minister David
Tnmble and Deputy First
Minister Seamus Mallon, have
applauded the start of work

Vest  Belfast MP  Gerry
Adams was due to welcome
President Clinton at the site
ahead of a private meeting

The first phase of the
“educational village” — a
community outreach centre' —
15 expected to be completed in
WO years

Professor Patnick  Murphy,
the director of BIFHE, said
“Today we begin the new
Northern Ireland

“The new educational
village here at Springvale will
be a symbol of hope for the
future of Northern Ireland.™

vu vice-chancellor
Professor Lord Smith of Clif-
ton said the stant of the
campus was “a triumph for
the people of north and west
Belfast”

The International Fund for
Ireland used the occasion of
President Clinton’s visit to the
Springvale educational village
site today to announce a
further £3.5m support

The contribution — the
largest single financial dona-
tion from an outside body to

the project — brings the
Fund’s financial commitment
to the scheme to £8.2m

President Chnton  acknow-
ledged the board's substantial
financial support in a personal
letter to Fund Chairman
William McCarter in August

Mr McCarter said: “This
further contribution empha
sises the Fund's commitment
to this particularly imaginative
project

“The creation of an mner
city campus in west Belfast,
which has endured so much of
the violence of the Troubles,
will prove to be a major
regenerative engine and will
contribute directly to recon-
ciliation in the area

In his letter to Mr
McCarter, President Clinton
wrote: “You should know
that my view of the Fund is
that it has played, and will
continue to play, a vital role
in' community regencration,

First Lady Hillary Clinton signs autographs for children during a visit to
Lagan Meadows in Belfast today.

William McCarter:
Further funding

creating the conditions §
peace to thrive,”

The £71.7m Springva
project aims to provi
around 1,500 third level w
versity places with a furth
1,500 education
nEpununmcs in the fi
phase

The proposal compris
three main elements
@® an Outreach Centr
which will act as a hub f
developing access and parts
pation across the area;

®a campus with cour
provision better designed
match need and l'l"PC!U\HK
opportumities; and

® an /\Ephcd Resear|
‘entre which will become
centre of excellence in bi
engineering, multi-media @
medical informatics
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By Nigel Gould
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after meeting up wi
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panied by Tony Blair's wi
Cherie, greeted around
children during a visit
Lagan Meadows in Belfa
organised by the chari
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Springvale campus
gets White House
seal of approval

By Gary Grattan
Education
Correspondent

PRESIDENT Clinton and
Tony Blair were due to
officially dedicate the site
of the new west Belfast
Springvale campus of the
University of Ulster
today.

The two leaders were
expected to be joined by
teenagers from Catholic and
Protestant areas in breaking
the first sod at the £70m site,
which will also house the
Belfast Institute of ~ Further
and Higher Education.

Around 150 guests, includ-
ing  First Minister David
Tnmble and Deputy First
Minister Seamus Mallon, have
applauded the start of work.

/est Belfast MP  Gerry
Adams was due to welcome
President Clinton at the site
ahead of a private meeting.

The first phase of the
“educational village” — a
community outreach centre —
is expected to be completed in
two years.

Professor Patrnick  Murphy,
the director of BIFHE, said:
“Today we begin the new
Northem Ireland.

“The new educational
village here at Springvale will
be a symbol of hope for the
future of Northern Ireland.”

UU  vice-chancellor
Professor Lord Smith of Clif-
ton said the start of the
campus was “a triumph for
the people of north and west
Belfast".

The International Fund for
Ireland used the occasion of
President Clinton's visit to the
Springvale educational village
site today to announce a
further £3.5m support.

The contribution — the

largest single financial dona-
tion from an outside body to

the project — brings the
Fund’s financial commitment
to the scheme to £8.2m

President Clinton acknow-
ledged the board’s substantial
financial support in a personal
fetter -to Fund Chairman
William McCarter in August.

Mr McCarter said: “This
further ~contribution empha-
sises the Fund's commitment
to this particularly imaginative
project

“The creation of an inner
aty campus in west Belfast,
which has endured so much of
the violence of the Troubles,
will prove to be a major
regenerative engine and will
contribute directly to recon-
ciliation in the area.”

In his letter to Mr
McCarter, President Clinton
wrote: “You should know
that my view of the Fund is
that 1t has played, and will
continue to play, a vital role
in' "communmty ~ regeneration,

First Lady Hillary Clinton signs autographs for children during a visit to
Lagan Meadows in Belfast today.

William McCarter:
Further funding

creating the conditions §
peace to thrive."

The £71.7m Springva
project aims 1o provii
around 1,500 third level w
versity places with a furth
1, cducation
opportunities in the fil
phase

The proposal < compris
three main elements:
® an Outreach Centr
which will act as a hub {
developing access and party
pation across the area;

®a campus with coun
provision better designed
match need and employme
opportunities; and

® an Aﬁ‘phcd Resear
Centre which will become
centre of excellence in bi
:ngmcerjng. multi-media @
medical informatics.

Wives

By Nigel Gould
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expectea 10 be _joned by
teenagers from Catholic and
Protestant areas in breaking
the first sod at the £70m site,
which will also house the
Belfast Institute of Further
and Higher Education

Around 150 guests, includ-
ing First Minister David
Trnmble and Deputy First
Minister Seamus Mallon, have
applauded the start of work.

West  Belfast MP  Gerry
Adams was due to welcome
President Clinton at the site
ahead of a private meeting.

“UU Vice-chancellor

Professor Lord Smith of Clif-
ton said the start of the
campus was “a triumph for
the people of north and west
Belfast™,

The International Fund for
Ireland used the occasion of
President Clinton’s visit to the
Springvale educational village
site today to announce a
further £3.5m support

The contribution — the
largest single financial dona-
tion from an outside body to

“The creation of
city campus in we
which has endured |
the violence of the
will prove to be
regenerative engine
contribute directly
ciliation in the area

In his letter
McCarter, Preside
wrote: “You she
that my view of tl
that it has played
continue to pla_x, {
mn cummuml_\' re

First Lady Hillary Clinton signs autographs for children during a
Lagan Meadows in Belfast today.
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Jaunty
salute
opens a
hectic day

By Claire McGahan

PRESIDENT Clinton _touched
down at Aldergrove this mom-
ing to renew his personal stamp
on Northern Ireland’s peace
process.

The President emerged form
Airforce One after his four-and-a-
half hour flight from Moscow early
today to stat a hectic day of
appointments and meetings hoping
to strengthen the seal on Ulster's
peace process.

Airforce One came into view at
Aldergrove through grey skies from
the east into pale sunshine and
landed at 8.34am

All normal flights came to a halt
at the airport as the massive jumbo
screeched along the runway even-
tally coming to a halt in front of
the main terminal building.

Security was tight as a high-profile
welcoming party made their way
across the apron to great the
President.

Twenty five minutes after
touching down in Belfast, President
Clinton emerged from the plane to
be greeted by Prime Minister Tony
Blair, who amived an hour earlier,
Secretary of State Mo Mowlam,
Political Development Minister Paul

Visit aims to
give peace
new impetus

Murphy and the Lord Lieutenant
for Co Antrim, the Right Honour-
able Lord O'Neill.

Also among the welcoming party
was was Philip Lader, US Ambas-
sador to the UK.

As Mr Clinton emerged from the
plane at 8.58am he waved and
smiled broadly and gave the wel-
coming party a jaunty salute before
spending some minutes chatting
with the assembled dignitaries.

The President was then handed a
copy of the Independent newspaper
— detailing reports of an impending
face-to-face meeting between David
Trimble and Gemy Adams — and
he spent several moments examining
the front page before entering the
presidential limousine.

He then joined his 4S-vehicle
cavalcade and made a hasty depar-
ture for his first appointment — at
Stormont — along an empty M2 and
into Belfast

Leaders meet on
Stormont’s steps

By Noel McAdam

PRESIDENT Bill
Clinton and Prime
Minister Tony Blair
were met on the steps
of Stormont by First
Minister Designate
David Trimble and
his deputy Seamus
Mallon.

They met half-way.
Mr Clinton and the
Prime Minister walked
up the historic steps at
the front of Parliament
Buildings.

They shook hands
and then walked to the
top of the steps where

Seamus Mallon:
Historic moment.

Trimble, Mr Mallon,
and Mr Blair, which
lasted for about 15
minutes.

Applause broke out
when Mr Clinton finally
entered the Long Gal-
lery to meet the
Assembly members.

Windows along the
front of the Gallery had
been opened, and the
hubbub of chatter
spread across the
Stormont lawns.

There was applause
again from Assembly
members when the
President left. Some
members, among them
Progressive Unionist

the fourmentumed and pairman

waved to the assembled
Press corps.

Mr Clinton admired
the view in the bright
sunshine, and Mr
Trimble seemed to be
telling him how far it
stretches.

Then they went inside
where Mr Clinton was
due to meet members of
the Assembly in their
party groups. He was
not due to formally
address them

A party of around 30
Congressional mem-
bers, including the
former Stormont Talks

George
Mitchell, then followed
the President inside.
Afterwards, the
Presidential cavalcade
and the Assembly mem-
bers were driven to-
gether directly down to
the Waterfront Hall.
Just inside the main
door, Mr Clinton was
reeted by Presiding
fficer Designate Lord
Alderdice and then the
President went to sign
the visitors book just
outside the main hall.
The first item of busi-
ness was a private
meeting with Mr

Dawid Ervine, came out
on to the veranda to
watch the entourage de-
part.

Mr Clinton emerged
flanked by Mr Trimble
and Mr Mallon and
stood in the sunshine
for a few minutes to-
gether.

The First Minister
and Deputy then
walked together to their
car in the cavalcade,
and Mr Clinton got into
his limousine alone.
Seconds later they were
whisked around Sir
Edward Carson's statue
and away.
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THE PRESIDENT’S VISIT

U

Ister touchdown: President Clinton waves to w.
his arrival in Northern Ireland this morning.

ellwishers o

eaving Air Force One after
Picture; Peter Morrison.

Wecloming party: Prime Minister Tony Blair and Secretary of State Mo Mowlam greet
President Clinton on his arrival in Ulster. Picture: John Harrison.
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his artivnl in Nonhom Ireland this morning.

Clinton waves to wellwishers on lonvlng Air Fom One after

Picture: Peter Morrison.

Wecloming party: Prime Minister Tony Blair and Secretary of State Mo Mowlam greet

President Clinton on his arrival in Ulster.

Picture: John Harrison.
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strategy
of 1gnoring
the pressure

Recent disclosures have placed Hillary Clinton in an
uncomfortable situation. Réisin Ingle watched the
First Lady’s progress from Belfast to Dublin

ILLARY CLINTON held her hus-

band’s hand as she waved goodbye

from a rain-soaked Dublin Airport

almost three years ago. Journalists
recorded this development from behind a se-
curity cordon, some of them exchanging
smiles. It was a feel-good kind of moment
that spoke eloquently for itself. No body lan-
guage experts need have applied.

n her last visit she made a speech which
was music to ears of Mnd na hEireann.
Women, she told her audience, were the great
untapped resource of the world.

Now we observe Hillary through different
eyes. As she toured Ireland this week she
walked in the shadow of an unsavoury scan-
dal and it is her reaction to it, not her gender
empowerment skills, that intrigue.

Bill Clinton’s infidelity has become the
barometer by which Hillary Clinton is mea-
sured. Every grin, grimace and wave is dis-
sected until a satisfactory judgment call can
be made about her state of mind.

Monica Lewinsky has managed to keep a
low personal profile since the scandal erupted
but Hillary has had no such opportunity. The
First' Lady’s Oscar-winning performances
from Moscow to Belfast suggest she refuses to
be cast as victim in this tacky American soap
opera that has left a bad impression with
everyone.

She could not have been more pleased,
one imagines, at the headlines on the morn-
ing that followed her first night in Belfast.
She had grinned and waved and looked the
model. of the tough 1990s woman the
country was so impressed with back in 1995.

She spoke to the Women in Democracy
Conference in Belfast on Wednesday: “If
you listen you can hear the voices of women
who withstood jeers and threats to make
themselves heard in a political world once

ﬁcrved primarily for men.”

Exedandnaterds sl dnaak e olicaasians

Later they walked together through
Omagh and at the peace gathering in Armagh
that night Hillary sat and smiled as her hus-
band spoke. Later she told Sharon Haughey,
the young woman who delivered the welcome
speech to the President, that she was very
proud of her.

Offstage one observer remarked that there
was no discerniblz tension between the two.
A source said they appeared close as they
chatted privately about the arrangements for
the next day.

“They seemed physically close and very
much together,” they said.

This contradicts stories that followed the
couple to Dublin. There is talk that the atmo-
sphere in the presidential car has been decid-
edly icy. Conversation, according to the
inevitable rumours, is practically non-exis-
tent, suggesting a thaw has yet to arrive.

Outwardly, at least, none of this seems to
affect Hillary. She swept confidently out of
her car for the reception at the Royal College
of Surgeons yesterday “all loud voice and
loud jewellery™, as one observer put it.

Earlier that morning, Bertie Ahern’s part-
ner, Celia Larkin, accompanied Mrs Clinton
to Trinity College where they spent half an
hour perusing the Book of Kells. She said it
was a subject she was particularly interested
in and that it was a personal wish that she
should see the college.

At the House of Ireland on Nassau Street
she cooed over the Waterford Crystal and
Belleek Pottery and made some mystery pur-
chases. “*She enjoyed a private shopping visit
here,” said a spokeswoman, who refused to
reveal exactly what Mrs Clinton had bought.

And so she had adopted the role of ordi-
nary tourist yesterday with no formal engage-
ments, disappointing many across the
country who have been on full-time Hillary
watch. The question of why she is playing

Tammv Wunatte to.the nhilanderine Rill.
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THE CLINTON VISIT

Ireland
joms US
in $5m
marine
research
project

By Lorna Siggins,
Marine Correspondent

RELAND and the United States are to

co-operate in a $5million marine

research programme, President Clinton

has announced. The programme, lasting
five years, will involve collaboration between
this State’s Marine Institute and the US
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA).

The initiative comes three years after the
signing of a joint marine research accord dur-
ing Mr Clinton’s last visit to Ireland in De-
cember 1995.

Under the programme, Irish and US sci-
entists will conduct research and surveys on
the Continental Shelf from NOAA research
ships and the Marine Institute vessel, Celtic
Voyager.

The programme will concentrate on ocean
monitoring, assessment and modelling, ocean
forecasting and climatology; seabed habitat
mapping; and resource management in fish-
eries, aquaculture, and on the coastal zone.

Commenting on the announcement, the
Mlmster for the Marin_el z'md Natural

......... N WMr..J.
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Ireland

joins US

in $5m
marine
research
project
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Commenting on the announcement, the
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on acces 10 the European (oo,

Ircland has the sad most

unand marine seme im0 e Sabasrin
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PRESIDENT Bill Clin-
ton will pay his own per-
sonal tribute to the
people of Omagh when
he visits the shattered
town this atemnoon.
On what is certain to be

EMOTIONAL VISIT: President Bill Clinton

By RICHARD
SHERRIFF

Springvale. They will be
accompanied throughout
the day by Prime Minis-
ter 'nm) Blair and bis

2 Hillary Clinton pays tribule to women's work in the search for peace in Northern lreland
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long lost chum
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NEWS, PAGE 3 o
anvan with tea-<hons

Trimble agrees
to meet Adams
for peace talks

BY ANDREW GRICE AND
DAVID MCKITTIICK

THE NORTHERN Iretand peace

process moved into a new [}

deconmunissioning
an ending of all forms of para.
~ ety

military L
In London and Dublin, the
Commons and the Dail met si-

wind First Minister, Duvid Trim: to rush theough
bie, was ready to meet the Sinn the far-reaching anti-terrarist
Fein presidont, Gerry legislation atmed at ending the
for (ncn 4o face talke, activities of the Real IRA, the
The meet group responsible for the
ing would follow rext Moaday’s Omagh bombing, In the Dail,
talks between Mr Trimble and the lrish Prime
other party leadecs in Northern Aliern, said the Real IRA had

about the workings of the pro- “You cannot hape to take on the
posed new Reliable  Gerry Adams (left) and David Trimble, who are to meet, people of lreland and win.*
sources said last night that the nlﬂwﬂnap‘ﬂkbmlnm-unhly In the Commons, Mr Trimble
oneL0-one talks could take warned Mr Rlair that he feaged
Place as early as next week. messures (o crack dovwn on
Alohzngh Mr Trimbls might INS INSIDE v auch 33 the Real [BA,
avoid the public handshake might prove ineffective. He be-
soaghl by J.’."’:..... i!\num "”“‘0""'99‘11 of radness and ""I-"v page § lieved the insh government
dent, the planned erting lief and anger greet releases, page 7 might then opt for the intern-
highly significant Ammm-n Leadmy article, ment without trial of tervorist
intes; Mr Trimbie ts expected (0 Review, page 3 suspects, A power retaines in
hokda Dublin bt not incuded in the
il the il party lesders Dirstish legisiation.
0 Mhes oveobons v $ha ol o ivte ot ool e Blores Wi wcbenad fn b S Wickmwes e S ILs IMLS
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First

Lady

adopts a
strategy
of ignoring
the pressure

Recent disclosures have placed Hillary Clinton in an
uncomfortable situation. Réisin Ingle watched the
First Lady’s progress from Belfast to Dublin

ILLARY CLINTON held bor hus-
band's hand as she waved goodbye
from » rin-soaked Dublin Awpoet

three years ago. Journalists

recorded this development (rom behind » se-
curity cordon, some of them exchanging
wd-hwn.bﬁ-,mdlmdm|
that wvdwmby L‘:l‘:dhnbooyhn-
a

"'&wum-mm-m-m

music to eary of Mod na hEiresnn
Wu-,ihnddhnlm-! were Lhe grest
e v Sores iary

iow we observe Hil thie different
eyes. As she toured | ‘", w week she
'Mmlkwolllmllvﬂlnnm
ul.-ﬂu-hmr-mmtnn not her gender

empowerment skills, That intrigue.

Ball Clinton's nﬁod«y bas become the
um-aa b, Hillary Clinton is mes-
sured. Every grin, prumace and wave iy dis-
sected until & satislactory nt call can

be made abaut ber state of mind.

ot iary b s s ity The
»o such opportunity.
Fuwt ‘s Oscar-winning . o
from Moscow to Belfast she refuses to
be cast a8 victim in this tacky American soa)
opers that has lefl & bad impression wis!

everyosc.

She could not have been more pleased,
voe imagines, a1 the headimes on (the moom-
ing that followed her firsl aight in Delfast
Sl!hnd;mld waved ndhd(dl

19905

country was 4o im| nwdwbh-dml"?)

Later they walked logrther through
Omagh and at the peace gat gwl\rmuh
het hus-

omu; one observes remarked that there
was o discernibls tension between the 1wo.

A source said they appeared closs an they
chatted poivately the arrangements for
the pext av

“They seemed v'mnny clene and very
much logether,”

This mmd,m \lma that foliowed the
couple o Dublin, There is talk that the atmo-
sphere i the presidential car has been decid-
edly iy Comversation, l«oﬂin‘ 10 the
incvitable rumours, i nov-cx -
tent, soggesting & thaw 'm yel 10 armive.

Owiwardly, a1 least, none of this seems lo
sffect Hillary, She swept umﬁdm:(v out of

or

[

Earlict that m«nm‘, Bertic Ahern's pan-
per, Celia Larkin, accompansed Mn Clinton
1o Trinity Collegs where !bzy spent mn a
hoar peruning 'n:: Book of Kells. She s

see the coll
At the House of Ireland on Nassau Sueet
she over the Waterford Crystal and

here,” said a spok n, who refused 10
what M Cliaton had
And w0 she had the role of ordi-

nary jourst yesierday with n0 formal enug-
menty,  disappoiniing  many - scros

country who have been on fnl-m-e u-n-n,
:md- “: qunlm ol -ml -hr p‘ly‘r’

THE CLINTON VISIT

Ireland

joins US

in $5m
marine
research
project

“ndm- (-rvnpn‘nl

RELAND and the Usnited Staies wre 1o

mqwmt moa SSmilllos  maone

reseacch programune, President Clintos

has announced. The propamae la Tasting
five years, will svolve coltaboration between
this ‘State's Marine Toutituie nnn the US
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis.
trstion ( )

The inttiative comes three years afler the
wigning of 8 joint macine research accord dae-
img Mr Clinton's Sast visit 10 Ireland in De-
comber |

Undet the programine, Iresti ang LS sci
entists will conduct revearch and surveys on
the Continental Shelfl from NOAA rescarch
ships and the Marine Institute vessel, Celric
Ve

programme will conconirate on ocean
monttoring, nsscssment and modelling, ocexn
forecasting sod climatology, scabed habitut
mapping and resource management i fish-
enits, aquacullure, and on the coastal 700e
Commensting 0n the announcement, the
Minister for the Marie and  Natwial
Resources, Dr Woods, said the combined
results of the work would belp the sustainable
devcloparent of our marioe resource, which
had the potentist for “sn sdditionsl 7,000
yobs and & £450 million comtribution 10 1he
econamy over the nest five years”
NOAA hay the larpest marine rescarch
MNeet in the world, with 26 vessels and 15,000
stafl. 1t is responaible for faherses research,
the US national weather service, manage-
ment of marine sanciuaries and revoorce 2
'

seasmenl

It haa = substantief database and is partic-

ulark uptnwﬂd m resource mapping.

reemenl mirrors an iniliative by
the Tocmes US. peesident, John F, Kenwedy,
three deeades ago when e sent 8 US research
team 10 Ireland 06 the fovitation of Ihe
Taciscach, Mr Sedn Lerons.

The resubting survey of the ithing sector,
kisown as the Glude Repoet, is reparded as
one of the mos! infloental consuitaney sad-
ies 10 daie.

vez, it recommendations for deved
opmeat oever gl the support of auy treh
ent — & situstion which did not belp
reland’s case in negotisting its fisheries deal
0a acorss 10 the Europens
. Jrciand b the second-largest s0d, most
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A mother’s torment
as killers are freed

Secretory of Stato Mo Mowhesn st nghe
apclogised o the tather of Poter McBinde for
0t indormwg hien persorially thal Tis sons
Wlars wore b reasct

Dr Mowsn sad he regretied hal £ Oeed
eenager's talter, akso nermod Poter, had! teaed
on racho of tha release of Quartiemen James
Fisher (30) anct Mok Wright (273

The solkders wers Fend hom prson o
Toesciary night alter serving six years of thee e
sorsences for e marder of 15-yr-okl Peter
McBide I nodh Belast

The dead tearmger’s mother Jean, sOv,
yesterday vowed 10 launch & campsgn (0 have
P two sokians removed fom the anmy - and
e hoped 10 enkst the he of LS President 58
Cirton,

Father-of-two Pater McEiride was shot in the
Laack by thwe Scots Guands sfter beng sewched
I the New Loage ane of the clty.

Reports and background P3

LOTTERY

UX: 43,35, 19,27, 39,07, Borws 09,

Jackpot: £3.9 millon. Strtesn winners.

Irish: 32, (3, 35, 10,01, 22 Boows 28, Jackpot
£1.5 millon,

INSIDE |

——

Clinton flies in with a
rave message of hope

By Wiliam Graham
Poitcny Commespondent

THE President of the Unitied Stales Bill Oliiton s due 10 anive
10day with 2 brave message of hope for the uture - that the
Good Friday agreement i taking root and that the enesoees of
poace will be defeated

Bestish; Priove Minister Tony Blakr was expected al Boliast
Internationsl Alrport 10 et Mr Cliiton who was traveling on
tsard) Alr Force One - First Lacly Hilary Oton had journeyesd
10 Bellast & day earbier 00 Alr Foroe Two,

This presidential visit will add kmpetus 10 the Irish peace
process which s already picked up pace 2 & ressht of Gerry
Adates's signal that viokencs must be  thing of the past, over
done with and gone.

A huge security operation coortinated by the American
secret service and the RUC was mady 10 swing info place and &
matorcade prepared to speed Mr Olindon 10 Parkament
Busiiclings. Stormont.

On the steps of Stormont - a place once described as &
Protestant parfiament lor a Protestant people — Mr Cleton i
due 10 receive a joint greeting by the unionist and nationalist
Jeaders. of Northern Ireland's new power-shariog assesribly,
Dirvid! Trimdile aet Seamus Mallon,

The symbolic significance of Mr Clirton first going 10 meet the
108 assembly membors uaderlines the American firesidest s
fire conviction that the Good Friday agreement is the
touchstone for poliical progress into the ature

Aber the Siormont mevtieggs with all Dhe political parties, M
Clinton's schiedule includes 2 keynote speech at the Wateriront
Hall He also groes 10 the site of the oow Sprigvale caspn of
the University of Ulster In west Bellast, visits Oragh and the
site of the bombing which killed 28 prople and injured 220 and
then in e evensing he travels to Armagh lor bk with chanch
Ieacters, and 10 Lakr pant & 3 prace #0d reconcilution evere.

Undonubledly, the mest sombre and meving part of President
Clinton's visit will be in Omagh where he will heas brom
survivors and relatives of the dead

He will convey to them the condolences of the Amenics
people who, along with prople throughout the world, were
shocked by this Vervible bombiag which ked 10 the larpest loss of
e of vy singde ncident i Northern incdand.

My Clnton will slso reflect on another terrible act of viokence -

b

at the height of the Devmcree crisis
These will be moments of dosp reflection for President
Choto bt again his message will be & powerful one In that the
b face the hitur and will ot

' NORTHERN IRELAN
\Y, SEPTEMBER 2ND,

ICES
SN IN
ACY
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Dalkey house Doireann Ni Writers who are AONTAS:an |
expected to Bhriain to bringing the eight-page
sell for more il oversee festivals Muse to supplement on
than £3 million marking 2000 ‘ d the midlands adult education

© PROPERTY SUPPLEMENT S muunuy @ FEATURES: 17

Economy surses | Anti-terror
spending up 9.5%

L]
THE economy is still booming, according to official
figures issued ysxudl However, current spending has O e
accelerated sharply to S per cent, nm:ﬁum -rhem of

the Minister for Finance's 4 igures
arc only for one month and ‘:ef‘ can show n{r‘uﬁanl

ueanantosesownsecs | S1gTIE INTO

for trial from Holland

A Dublin man, Mr Brian Mechan, is expected 10 be flown
bacl 10 Ireland from Holland this moming under police

ard to face a charge of murdering the journalist
eronica Guerin, Mr Mechan (31) of Stanaway Road,
Crumlin, was ana(nd in Amsterdam on October 10th last

year by Dutch police: page 9

Health board accepts it could have been more L L
offective: The North Western Health Board has “fully

acknowledged (hat, had certain alternative actions been
ulcn it would have been effective in protecting the

nlnn children from abuse by their father: page 6

mﬂﬁ‘w.‘ fortnight to disband: The

Provisional IRA has the ‘Real IRA" a [ L = 2
de‘:ndo(bemlc :n’::mllb:l.nen :or?n'("r‘vnm%cu Dall and Com]“ons m
of both the paramilitary pwp and the 32 County
Sovereignty Movement: page 8

TILS o . 3 speedy joint moves

President, Mrs McAleese, a8 By Geraldioe Kennedy, in
evidence that his country no longer M'N wod Rachel Donoelly,
needed a British monarch as its in London

bead of state. The author Thomas Tll} P [

Keaneally spoke after the President bas beea put on standby to sgn
made three important speeches (o the Offences Apainst the ?“
sudiences in Sydney. Australia is to ‘.‘:m“::l ‘_‘:": Law at Arss
decide next year \vhclhall should The Government has put the
become a republic and replace commission oe motice that it is
Queen Elizabeth mlh a president early signature mo-
by the year 2001: page S tion lu.L Hill to give unmediate

effect 10 the new measures ta com-

Scots guardsmen released from prison: T bet """""'"'Y SN S I il ton fa galookers outuide the Waterfrant Hall, Befust,yesterday when sk arrived | Keynote address ¢
S oo ey WP ) || R B S I e e asouine e W B Bl sty g s i o e sty
1:‘1'9:2 have been released from prison in the North: the Senod today, y The Offences inst the 7 e = : i —

This mnlounummmm (Amendment) B an -x e
will enable the  prssage through lhf Do.l whi
Smurfit says recovery deferred: Jcflerson Smurfit Tooiseach described yesierday a8 was recalied in emergency session /o ou ] el - % n
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WAVE OF SUPPORT: First Lady Hillary Clinton greets the sudiar af Belfast's e

ot Hall y

TRAFFIC UPDATE

TRAFRIC daruptions ae sxpected
1 the Province A3 8 rest of Pres-
it Clntords vier, Mctoriets e o

city-Dound and
the Sycermam bypass country:
Bound w be closed between an-
prowenately 830 and R15am.

Traffic wil be permitied I he op-
posiie drection on country-bound
M2 motorway; city-bound on e
Sydertam bypass.

Packwary. Hawthormden Way sod

and Swraans wil be Sgr-pOMRE
Omagh Helphne: Tol 01582
Eoiidd

Acragn hefion: ST 83100

Tt Naws
0[5/ %8
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The Baltimore Sun
Thursday, September 3',71_998

-Women:Mmamwn
and Mrs. Yeltsin have
canmwnmdapwe
tharmxﬂgdgﬁizmzt

Bymml;n.u :

landering husband. Thé oth-

erputau;iwltheonstantm:;
husband’s-drinking. One is a:
tough-minded  lawyer, :the

other & ‘grandmothet’ who

boastsaboutherhomemude 0

dumplings:

in cultures with wildly- con-
flicting - ideas. about gender.

And yet, -Hillary: Rodham -
Clinton and Naina Yeltsin in- .

sisted yesterday, they are
profoundly- allike. They are
both women. with the, same

kinds of cares. The two first -

ladies had their own summit

‘yesterday,. while the' men

were off giving speeches and

not solving the problems of

the world. Theirs was a panel
discussion “called “Russian
Women e Threshold of

2

MOSCGW One enﬂureﬁ
endless goadﬁ ‘about a’:phi- |

They grew up in mffmm Bnmmlt.HillamRodham Clinton. (left) and Naina Yeltsin

generations, a world -apart, -
{ the2lst0entury" = :*’-

The ‘meeting,-‘held m,

small auditorium before an'
audience of several hundred

charmed women, began with
talk of kids and dogs and fa-
vorite recipes — this i3 Rus-
sla, where women are ex-
pected  $0" “cherish the
traditional ‘values, and the
sponsor was the

magazine

Domashniy Ochdg, Home'’s..
Hearth (the -Russian version

-..ofGoodHomchee{;um)‘ <

25 | I ol

ABSOCIATED PRESS

“.discuss wbmeu ahdfamtly !n a confbrence ln Moccow

'I'he‘ magazlnes editor

“Yekaterina Stupakova, in-

troduced Yeltsin as a grand-
mother- and mother of two

-daughters.. 8he introduced

Clinton as the mother of a 19-
year-old daughter. And she
introduced the other six
panelists as doctors, law-
yers, government officials,

. -advocates for children and
-abused women — but espe-

ciallyas mothers.
. One- - . [SeeWivea,s_r]

« ¢
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ing in Omagh, in which 28 people
were killed, Clinton spoke of the “en-
emies of peace” behind the attack -
and noted that many of the victims
_were women and children out shop-.

Today, she and President Clinton
are scheduled to meet in Omagh
with many of those injured in the
blast as well as relatives of the dead.

Referring to the Good Friday
agreement, she said: “We have cho-
sen docracy not-division. We will
only move forwnrd, and America will
..stand with you.”

The first lady’s speech closed a
three-day conference titled “Vital
Voices: Women_in Democracy,” a

State Department °initiative .

“launched by US Secretary of State

Madeleiné Albright to promote

women as a US foreign policy objec-

txve.

’ - Clinton also paid tribute to the 14

women elected to the Northern Ire-~
land Assembly, calling that repre-

-gentation a good start. She argued

that, on the 50th anniversary of the

United Nations Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, some “basic
-goals” had to be fought for — educa-
tion, health care, and loans and cred-
it for business ventures. .

She announced that $2: million
had been committed by US “busi-
ness partners” at the conference to
local women for developing business
and community projects.

Geraldine McAteer, who directs
the Springvale development in west
Belfast that the Clintons are expect-
ed to visit today, was “very im-

| pressed” by both the content of the
speech and. Clinton’s grasp of the
eomphmted pohuca of Northern Ire-
land.

“Nowit’suptoustomakeithap-
pen,” McAteer said,

The Progressive Unionist Party,
which has links to the paramilitary
Ulster Volunteer Force, called Clin-
ton “a role model for all of our wom-

‘en,” who “highlighted the fact that
women in Northern Ireland had
been brushed aside for too long.”

" Roisin" M¢Donagh, chairwoman
of the cross-community Ulster Peo-
ple’s Collage, hailed Clinton as “a
powerful deliverer,” who had “a
huge presence” and “commands re-
‘spect among all women.”

From south of the border, No-
reen Byrne, chairwoman of ‘the Na-
tional Women’s Council, praised the
“ingpiring, intelligent, foward-look-
ing” speech by a “great feminist.”

Although Clinton was obviously a
hit among local women, it is not that
surprising. Fourteen women were
elected to the Assembly, but there
are 108 members in all. There are no
women among the 18 Members of
the Parliament at Westminster.

The last woman member, Berna- .

dette Devlin McAliskey, lost her seat
in 1974. Given such statistics, it is
not surprising that the women of
Northern Ireland who have man-
aged a small part of the pie should so
admire what may be the world’s

most powerful woman.

2 of
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illary praises

the vital role
of women in the

By Suzanne Breen,
in Belfast

rocess in Northern

said the peace N
Ireland would have been impossi-
ble without the courage and
of women.
She was addressi
in Dem :
packed Wal t Hall in Belfast
yesterday. She looked relaxed as
she delivered a keynote address on
women’s rights and achievements.
It was her first public speech
since her husband admitted his
“inappropriate” relationship with
Ms Monica . It was de-
livered in a cool, professional

style. .

Ms Clinton did not refer to the
scandal and showed no signs of
strain. Looking confident and ele-
gant in a navy suit, she received a
standing ovation.

Those present included the wife
of the First Minister, Mrs Daphne
Trimble; the RUC Chief Consta-
ble, Mr i
Féin leaders, Mr Gerry
Mr Martin McGuinness and Mr

Pat Doherty; Ulster Unionist rep-
resentatives Mr Jim Wilson and
Mr Peter Weir; the US ambassa-
dor to Ireland, Mrs Jean Kennedy
Smith; and the chief executive of
“the Northern" Ireland Fair Em-
" ‘ployment Commission, Mr Bob

the Women

Mpr:r ‘Clinton. 'said women’s

.voices could -not be ignored. “If -

you listen you can hear the voices
of women who withstood jeers

erence at a-

¢ Flanagan; the Sinn’
Adams,
Co Tyrone,

~ peace process

and threats to make themselves
heard in the political world once
for men.”

tary, Dr Mo Mowlam, for her “vi-
sion and dedication”. She said the
role of women in the search
peace in Northern Ireland could
not be ignored and she paid a
warm tribute to all those involved.

“None of this would have been :

possible were it.not for the cour-
age and strength of generations of

- women.”

She expressed optimism .about
the future and promised that the
US ‘would continue to do all it
could to support the North and
the peace process..“You will
move forward, and as you do
please know that Amenca will
stand with you.”

She said women's voices must
be heard in the new. Northern Ire-

land, “a Northern Ireland people
- have lived for, died for and, .yes,
< finally voted for” =

“In one of her few references to
her- husband, Mrs Clinton spoke
about their joint visit to Omagh,
C today. “When my hus-
band and | visit Omagh, we will
pay ‘tribute to those who were

“murdered by the ‘enemies . of

peace:
“They were mostly women and
children, Catholic and Protestant,

3 1'mficxld'l’hfl’d % lY )\
.and old: They were e simply
pu:ginginn

living  their  lives, .wo!

drapery - story, t
friends, buying school uniforms
for their children.

ence.
mwmphm an

out -with

“The terrorists _targeted thé
people of Northern Ireland, and in
response it was the people, all the
people, who bravely stood side b
side to say hnue(i and violen
will no longer have a place here. ,,

“We have chosen ballots not
bombs, democracy not divisiod:
We have resolved to live in

Wewillneverg'oback.vJewm

onasp forward.
e.said the last- few months
had shown that the road to peace
was not easy, but she had nd'
doubt that the bombs and terrof:
ists would not prevail. 1
She expressed delight when she
was pr by a student,
Ms Fiona Hu}hes. o intrgr
duced her as a “role model to.me
and to young women around the
world”.
. There
journalists to interview Mrs Clig-

ton, ‘although the media scrutj
nised her / ure for signs of
stress. ‘She not seem cof-

cerned and smiled broadly. 3
As she arrived at the confer-
, she turned and waved o

d who
and shouted:

ered, .
-“choﬁf?he told her audience she

be back in
3 ad

Mrs Clinton said it was impof-
tant that people shared ideas to
transform their hopes for peace

was delighted to
Belfast.

.into reality. The new state-of-the-

art Waterfront Hall sym
everything wonderful that was

happening in Northern Ireland. >
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‘Relaxed ﬁrsjg lady shows she s no fash1on victim

AS!mhryCIhu-Mhﬁo-Mm

v landscape of Northe ln- IyKA'l'IlI.EENO‘CAI.I.AGHAN

mbnudhlpllaucod‘lhrﬂ." SR , freisse,  Priaenpe o o
" 'She shared that personal thought with e mnm“.m“

&ehmmn&-ﬁbh-rhh "jwmmuhgmuu.suhom

‘Belfast, . . relaxed and comfortable in a designer
mmmm-mmm "~ French-navy, three-piece ensemble. The out-

wnmw-uﬁmmnhwd‘ 11t compeised of a Chanel-style cardigan : *

Mhnndnd-ofwmenndfcml‘m ;‘_]? ;ﬁ’mwmummmwa

duvele-,ﬂno-knlttopmllmtdﬂng
shapely trousers.
. ‘Her blonde hair which has seen 50 many

.. changes has now found its signature style
" that hasn’t changed despite the recent per-

sonal traumas. The sleek style is parted to

.the side and swept behind the ears. In a con-

ference stressing the importance of female

‘picture of self-esteem and composure.
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USA TODAY
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Clintons expect peacef visit to Ireland

By Richard Willing
and Mimi Hall
USA TODAY

*  President Clinton, tossed like a
corklnaseaofworldandper-
sonal problems, arrives today in
Northern Ireland, of all places,
for a welcome respite,

Clinton’s -welcome, while

more subdued than the out-
pouring of warmth that greet-
-ed him when he visited in De-
cember 1995, is likely to be
friendly and free of references
to the falling ruble, fallen in-
terns and other problems that
recently have beset him.

“He deserves to be greeted
as the best friend this province
has ever found outside these is-
lands” said the Belfast Tele-
graph, in an editorial prepared
for the eve of Clinton’s arrival.

Both Catholic and Protestant
politicians in the divided prov-
ince credit Clinton with apply-
ing the political and economic
pressure that has brought both
sides close to forming a power-

ent.

‘“He steered a middle

.course; we owe him a lot,” said

: mu;tbasedonthe’

Malachi Curran, a -

pub owner of Catho- &

lic and Protestant
descent who helped
negotiate the pow-
er-sharing agree-
ment last April. A
coalition govern-:

Protestant party, issued an un-
precedented invitation to Sinn
Fein leader Gerry Adams to
join talks aimed at organizing
the

government.

Adams, whose party is affili-
ated with the Irish Republican
Army, had been cut out of pre-
vious face-to-face meetings be-

A day earlier, Adams had de-
nounced political violence as a
“thing of the past, over, done
with and gone.”

Cllntnn is sched-
§ - uled to meet with

Trimble, deputy
chief officer Sea-
mus Mallon and
British prime minis-
ter Tony Blair. He'll
give speeches to

is sched- new governmental
-uled to begin meet- Agence Fance-Presss  @SSembly, elected
ing this month. Clintor: On third after the April ac-
~ Clinton arrives on  visit to N. Ireland cord, to a citizens’
the heels of good g group in Belfast and
news that he helped create. On  to reconciliation workers in Ar-
Wednesday, David Trimble, magh.
chief officer of the new govern- Arriving a day ahead of her
ment and leader of the largest husband, Hillary Rodham Clin-

ton on Wednesday called
Northern Ireland’s women a
quiet catalyst for the Belfast
peace agreement but said they
must play a bigger role in poli-
tics for real reconciliation to
take root.

“It was women whose whis-
pers of ‘Enough!’ became a tor-
rent of voices that could no
longer be ignored,” she told
600 women’s activists, commu-
nity workers and politicians at
a conference called Vital

‘Voices: Womnen in Democracy.

Northern Ireland’s.

“lusuptoyou, the women of
Northern Ireland, speaking out
whenever injustice arises, to
point out opportunities, to face
up to challenges and to speak
for those who are still volce-

- less)” she said.

After her speech, Hillary
Clinton attended a reception in
her honor in Belfast City Hall
along with the outgoing U.S.
ambassador to Ireland, Jean
Kennedy Smith.

She was staying overnight at
Hillsborough Castle southwest
of Belfast a guest of Mo
Mowlam, Britain’s first female
secretary of State for Northern
Ireland.

Today, the first lady planned
to open a playground for Prot- -
estant and Catholic children in
an underprivileged part of Bel-
fast, then appear with her hus-
band for his keynote speech.

The Clintons will also help
dedicate a memorial to 28 peo-
ple killed in Omagh on Aug. 15
by a renegade element of the
IRA: The first lady said the visit

. would be to “pay tribute to those

who were murdered by the ene-
mies of peace.”

Y] !
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'NEWSLETTER

Tuunsmvsemmms,m ULSTER EDITION

"PRESIDENT Bill Clin-
ton will pay his own per-
sonal tribute to the

an emotional occasion,
the President ahd his wife
Hillary will meet survivors
of the blast and the fam-
flies of those murdered
when the 500Ib bomb tore
through the centre of the
town nearly three weeks
8go.

It is understood Mr
LClinton will unveil a
e to the bomb vic-

and meet members

of the emergency services
who' battled to . rescue
survivors.

"7 The visit is scheduled to

the search for a lasting
take place after the cou- peace, claiming: “You will
ple perform a number of only move forward and as
ments, incl you do please know that
to the pro America will stand with
niversity of Ulster siteat  you.” 2 LR o
' See Pages 10, 11, 12 and 13 -~ muunsn:numycwmnp-nmuom'smmunmrmmmmnaummmm

ton, yester-
day said she and her hus-
band would be paying
tribute to those who were
“murdered by the ene-
mies of peace”.
Speaking at a Women in
conference in.

Belfast’s Waterfront Hall, "
she paild tribute to the .
work done by women:in. .-
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province's grimmest hours women held their families together, Mrs
Clinton acknowledged.

Seven days a week, she said, they "carried on with hope and prayer
that the thure would be brighter, free of troubles and heartbreak".
But drawing a parallel with a new green space for children planned by
PlayBoard witll: an American group called KaBOOM, she urged men
and women to work together to create a new political environment.
"You are ultimately those who will determine whether the children
of Northern Ireland can play like children should ... without respect
to religion or politics, without stereotyping or name calling, without
fear or violence."

She came, she saw, and she conquered

Rapturous welcome for First Lady

By Martina Purdy

"I'D chuck him out," said the freshfaced teenager when asked what
she would do if she were Bill Clinton's wife.

While views on her husband were mixed, there seemed to be nothing
but sympathy for Hillary Clinton from the 2000-strong guests who
packed the Waterfront Hall.

As she stepped onto the stage, Mrs Clinton, wearing a sleek navy suit,
chunky gollc)ie jewellery, won the first of three standing ovations.

One delegate mused that Hillary was now more powerful than ever
following the painful episode with Monica Lewinsky. ‘

"Bill owes her a lot and she's got him over a barrel," said the woman.
"He needs her now more than ever she can crack the whip now!"
Hillary was all charm and smiles however for the Belfast audience.
They lapped up her response to 17-year- old Fiona Hughes from
Bell]a_th who introduced the First Lady.

Ms Hughes, a sixthformer turned to the First Lady, and announced to
a delighted audience: "I had to use your name to advantage as well,
Mrs élinton, because I had to be at school today." The First Lady
assured Fiona that there were around a "a thousand of us" who would
be glad to provide her with a note.

Ms Hughes was among the speakers who were only given a few hours
notice. One Belfast woman declined at the thought of it.

Inez McCormack, vice- president of the ICTU, braved the audience
and got a wry chuckle out of Mrs Clinton when she expressed relief
she hadn't been given the task of the previous speaker.

"I wasn't asked to talk about my past thank God!" Secretary of State
Mo Mowlam was supposed to introduce the First Lady but was
delayed at Westminster.

Mrs Clinton paid tribute to the first woman Secretary of State, who
was her host at Hillsborough. Referring to a reception Dr Mowlam
had held the previous night for the delegates, she said she had reports
of Dr Mowlam's "skills as a party hostess and dancer par excellence."
The lighthearted mood turned sombre at times particularly as Mrs
Clinton spoke of Janette Rooney, an Omagh teenager who was taking
part in a cross- community project in Washington and watched the
ge[evis(iion coverage of the bomb in horror when she saw her friends
injured.

One of her best friends was killed in the blast.

Mrs Clinton closed with a message of support. "May God bless
you...and the future you build together.’

2 of 2
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Security men were tripping over themselves to
open the door of her stretch limousine. “"How
many people does it take to help one woman out
of a car?" wondered a watcher.

Indoors at the Waterfront, the audience was
overwhelmingly female and male politicians
stood out like sore thumbs among the
power-dressed women.

“*The last time I was in such female dominated
company was at the maternity ward," said
ex-Belfast Lord Mayor, Alban Maginness. And
thp;'s a place he has visited eight times with his
wife.

““It's intimidating", admitted UDP leader Gary
McMichael, looking around the room in a break
from signing autographs for schoolgirls. Then he
realised this could be misconstrued and hastily
added that there should be more women in
politics.

But Sinn Fein's Martin McGuinness claimed he
was used to being surrounded by females
because there were so many in his party. **We're
very progressive," he said with a twinkle. Or it

could have been the reflection of so much
jewellery in the room.

Mrs Clinton drew cheers when she announced:
“'T'll take any excuse to come back to Belfast!"

She emphasised the path to peace constructed in
Northern Ireland may one day serve as a
blueprint for other troubled countries.

**This is truly a special moment for me," said
Mrs Clinton privately before greeting the crowd.

“'The smiles and everyone mean so much to me
right now." she said gazing at the many
outstretched hands that sought her own.

The Americans came to build partnerships, to
listen and to learn, she said.

The conference was part of an ongoing global
initiative promoted by the US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright as a foreign policy agenda
observing and strengthening democracy around
the world, Mrs Clinton said.

The first was held in Vienna in 1997 and in
October the third conference will take place in
Uruguay.

Belfast, she said, put Northern Ireland and the
women of Northern Ireland on the world map.
The conference had succeeded in bringing
people together.

Nothing can compare she said to the powerful
voices heard in Belfast over the past few days.
“*There is a powerful chorus calling for women-
to become full democrats in a secure Northern
Ireland."
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| WOMEN’S VOICES

First Lady Draws Cheers at Women's Conference in Belfast

By WARREN HOGE

BELFAST, Northern Ireland, Sept.
2 — Introduced by a 16-year-old stu-
dent as ‘“a role model for young
women around the world,” Hillary
Rodham Clinton told a cheering
gathering of women in Belfast to-
night that it was their ‘“‘courage and
strength” that had secured the new
Northern Ireland peace settlement.

“Wives. Mothers. Sisters. Daugh-
ters,” she told the 450 delegates to
the “Vital Voices: Women in Democ-
racy” conference. “Few were house-
hold names. But having seen their
lives and communities torn apart by
violence, women came together as
women have always done — around
kitchen tables, at the market, in
gatherings like this. It was women

whose whispers of ‘Enough’ became
a torrent of voices that could no
longer be ignored.”

Mrs. Clinton arrived here today
from Moscow a day ahead of Presi-
dent Clinton. The speech was her
first since his televised admission on
Aug. 17 of an “inappropriate rela-
tionship’’ with a White House intern.
She strode onto the stage of Water-
front Hall to a burst of applause.

With only two fleeting mentions of
the President’s pending arrival, Mrs.
Clinton talked for 40 minutes of the
rights and achievements of women
and the duty toward the next genera-
tion. -

“Ultimately, our children are why
we are here,” she said.

It was Mrs. Clinton's thlrd'trip to .

Northern Ireland in four years, and
she is a known and appreciated fig-
ure here, particularly among wom-
en. Her defense of her husband,
which has raised some questions
among women elsewhere, has not
diminished enthusiasm for her here.
‘“My God, where have those wom-
en in America been?’’ said Monica
McWilliams, 44, a professor at the
University of Ulster who is a founder
of the Women’s Coalition political
party and a member of the new
Northern Ireland Assembly.
‘“Women have to have survival
skills, and people have to put things
back in place when mistakes get
made, and we know about that only
too well in Northern Ireland,” Ms.
McWilliams said in an interview.

Ms. McWilliams and her fellow

negotiators in the 26-month-long
peace talks were called “‘silly wom-
en,” ‘“dogs” and ‘“‘scum” by their
male counterparts from other par-,
ties. Some mooed like cows when the
women took their seats.

Ms. McWilliams said that the
President’s behavior and Mrs. Clin-
ton’s response to it had come up in a
meeting before the conference and
that the women present had agreed
that the most important thing for a
woman is to have “an independent
project” to turn to at such times.

‘“This is a very traditional male-
dominated society and they don’t
know kow to handle a Hillary Clin-
ton,” she said, adding, “Oh, do we
need this woman here now.”

- e v iliind
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First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, speaking at conference in Belfast, exhorts women to play a role in peace process.

First Lady Touts Belfast Pact

COMBINED NEWS SERVICES

Belfast — Hillary Rodham Clinton called North-
ern Ireland’s women a quiet catalyst for the Belfast
peace agreement, but said they must play a bigger
role in politics for real reconciliation to take root.

“It was women whose whispers of ‘Enough’ be-
came a torrent of voices that could no longer be
ignored,” she told 600 female activists, community
workers and politicians yesterday at a conference
called ‘“Vital Voices: Women in Democracy.”

“It is up to you, the women of Northern Ireland,
speaking out whenever injustice arises, to point out
opportunities, to face up to challenges, and to speak
for those who are still voiceless,”” she said.

The first lady, who flew here from Moscow a day .
before the president, mourned the victims of last --

month’s car-bomb attack, which killed 28 people in
Omagh. “When my husband and I go to Omagh
tomorrow, we will pay tribute to those who were

murdered by the enemies of peace,” she said.

Her speech brought together not only grass-roots
Protestant and Catholic activists, but once-deadly
opponents in Northern Ireland’s three-decade-old
conflict — virtually all of them men.

Sittingin the front row of one balcony were Gerry
Adams, Martin McGuinness and Pat Doherty, lead-
ers of the IRA-allied Sinn Fein party. Behind them
sat members of the Ulster Unionists, the major
Protestant party that also backs April’s accord on
how Northern Ireland should be governed — but
refuses to talk directly with Sinn Fein.

Sinn Fein yesterday kept up the momentum for

peace by signaling its readiness to tackle the politi-
cally vital issue of guerrilla disarmament.
The move was one of a series of apparently chor-
eographed advances timed to capitalize on today’s
13-hour visit by President Bill Clinton, a staunch
supporter of peace efforts in the province.
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Hillary Clinton paying tribute to the ‘courage and strength of generations of women’ who had helped in the
Irish peace process. Speaking yesterday in pelfast to Pearly 600 delegates at the Vital Voices - Women in
Democracy conference, she reiterated the United States’ firm stance on terrorism Dan Chang/Reuters




By Martina Purdy -

“I'D. chuck him' out," ‘said
the 'freshfaced ' teenager-

when asked what she would
do if she were Bill Clinton’s
wife.

While -views on her hus-

‘band were mixed, there.

seemed to be nothing but
sympathy for Hillary Clin-
ton from the 2000-strong

uests who 'packed ‘the -
W i

aterfront Ha
‘As she stepped onto the
stage, Mrs Clinton, wearing

a ‘sleek navy suit, chunky

gold jewellery, won the first

of three standing ovations.
One delegate mused that

Hillal?' was now  more

powertul than ever. follow-

ing the ;l>‘acinful episode with. .

onica Lewinsky.
“Bill owes her a lot and

she’s. got him over a bar-.

rel;” said the woman. “He
needs her now more than
ever. — she ‘can crack the
whip now!” . .
l—ﬁllary was all charm and
smiles however for the Bel-
fast audience. They lapped
ul) he_r response to 17-year-
old Fiona Hughes from Bell-

t
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Rapturous ‘
welcome for
First Lady

aghy who' introduced the
irst Lady. ;
Ms Hughes, a sixthformer
turned to the First Lady,

“and announced to a de-

lighted audience: “I had to

- use your name to advantage
-as well, Mrs Clinton, be-
cause I had to be at school

today.” . ’

The First Lady assured
Fiona that there were
around a *“a thousand of

- us” -who would be glad to

provide her with a note.
Ms Hughes was among
the speakers who were only
iven a few hours notice.
ne Belfast woman dec-

lined at the thought of it.
Inez ‘McCormack, vice-

‘gresident‘ of the ICTU,
-braved the audience and got .
-a_wry chuckle out of Mrs

Clinton when she expressed
relief she hadn't been given
the task of the previous
speaker.

""“I“‘wasn't asked to talk

about'-my past — thank
God!” <, e -

Secretary  of State Mo
Mowlam, was supposed to
intfoduce the First Lady —
but was delayed at West-
minster. "

Mrs Clinton paid tribute

- to the first woman Secretary

of State, who was her host
at- Hillsborough. -Referring

" to a reception Dr Mowlam

had held the previous night
for the delegates, she said
she had reports of Dr
Mowlam’s “‘skills as a party
hostess and dancer par ex-
cellence.”

The lighthearted' mood
turned sombre at times —

" particularly as Mrs Clinton

spoke of Janette Rooney, an
magh 'teenager who~ was

taking . part in a cross-

community project in Wash-
ington and watched the tele-
vision coverage of the bomb

in horror when she saw her

friends injured. 3

One ofl her best friends
was killed in the blast.

Mrs Clinton closed with a
message of support. ‘“May
God bless you . . . and the.
future you buiid together.”
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First Lady pays
surprise visit to
blast injured

By Nigel Gould
THE First Lady visited

some of the Omagh bomb -

victims today during a sur-
e}r;se trip to the Royal
ictoria Hospital.

Mrs Clinton, accom-
panied by Cherie Blair,
toured the hospital’s acci-
dent and emergency wing
and the burns unit.

. She chatted to both blast
victims and their families
during a 45-minute visit.

A Royal spokeswoman
said: “She also spoke to
staff who had helped in the
aftermath of the blast.

“They felt it was recogni-
tion of the work they like
many other medical staff
across the province had
done.

“They really appreciated
the visit.

. ‘“She was genuinely
interested in our health ser-
vice and spoke to both our
chief executive and chair-
man about the health
service’s overall structure.”

The visit was not part of
Mrs Clinton's official
itinerary — and no media
were invited.

The First Lady travelled
to the Royal after an hour-
long visit to Lagan Meadows
in the Stranmillis area of
Belfast where she met both
Protestant and Catholic pri-
mary schoolchildren.

The visit was arranged by
PlayBoard — the lead
agency for children’s play in

orthern Ireland. ’
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Glass act: US First Lady Hillary Clinton dons sunglasses on a visit to Lagan
Meadows today. .



FIRST Lady Hillary
Clinton has praised
the crucial role
played by coum§eous
women in holding
Northern Ireland to-
gether during the
darkest days of the
troubles.

She was speaking
after a warm reception

at the Vital Voices'
conference at the
Waterfront Hall yester-
day.

An audience of politi-
cians, civil servants and
women and children
from a wide m of
society heard Mrs Clin-
ton speak of the
courage of women in
the face of almost 30
years of violence. '

She also told an audi-

ence — which included
Sinn Fein's Gerry
Adams and Martin

McGuinness and the
UDP’s Gary McMichael
— there was an onus on
everyone in society to
translate the hopes for

peace into practical
economic and social
action.

“The hopes for peace
will have to be transla-
ted into the hard work
of practical action and
political compromise,
not only in the
Assembly. but in every
comer of society.

“So the real chal-
lenge of this conference
starts as we leave. How
will each of us work: to

“fulfill, the promise of
ce? ¢

- ““That, of. cousse, Swill
be ‘up ‘to “the “men and’ ")
= women ‘of ‘Northern Ire-
~land to_decide. ' But;.-
“based -on what we-knows
. ~about

the conditions
that " promote peace and
prosperity, we, [ think,
can agree on basic
goals,"” she said.

Mrs - Clinton added:
“All people must have
access to the tools of

|

Y
4,

¢ ~But-she  alst *acknoWs.

Belfast

opportunity — good
education. quality
healthcare, jobs,
loans and it.

“*The kind of
opportunities that will
give responsible le
of ‘whatever back-

grounds the chance to
more forward into the
21st century with confi-
dence.”

Issues from creating
an effective education
system to dealing with
the problem of domestic
violence would have to
be addressed as the new
political system togk
root, ‘she said/, 7~ &3

ledged . the - difficulties
the' province " was - facin
in creating a ‘climate of
peace. : \

“When my husband ~
and T go to Omagh
tomorrow, we will pay
tribute to those who
were murdered by the
enemies of peace.

A

“They were mostly
women and children.
They were Catholic and
Protestant, unionist and
ni:jtionalist, young and
old.

“They were people
simply living their lives,
working at a drape
store, ianging out wi
friends, buying school

uniforms for -their
children.
‘““The terrorists

targeted the people of
Northern Ireland and in
resp?nse.. a}lt h\;as the
people — all the people
— swho’ “bravely ~ stood

-side’ by’ side. ‘to say:
Hatred "and violence will *

no longer have a place
here.”

During the province's
Enmmtst_ hours women
eld their families to-
ther, Mrs Clinton ac-
nowledged.

“Ireland can

The First Lady arrives at the Waterfront Hall for the Vital

Seven days a week.
she said, they “carried
on with hope and prayer
that the future would be
brighter, free of
troukblcs and heart-

But drawing a parallel
with a new green space
for children planned by
PlayBoard with an
American group called
KaBOOM, she urged
men and women to
work together to create
a new political environ-

*ment.

**“You are. ultimately
those who will deter-
mine whether the
children of Northern
like

la
children shouldp y with-
out

ncsrecl to religion
or politics, without
stereotyping or name

calling, without fear or
violence.”
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 Eloquent

By Gail Walker

1 AM. said a strident
First'Lady. not shy.

- The comments were
not, however. a invita-
tion to any. public dis-
cussion of ‘errant - hus-
band Bill's marital mis-
demezmours

Instead. they were a
reference to the fact
that she would seize any
excuse "1 can find to!
come back to Northemn
Ireland.”

But what a d:fference
a few years makes .

November - 1995.  Oh:
what a mﬁli: The Presi-
dent and Hillary outside
Belfast's City Hall -amid
massive security: tens of
thousands of well-
wnshelr; stretched out on
a cold. starry night as
far as the eye could 'see
to welcome them.

Last night. roughly
same time. same place.
yet a radically different
atmosphere _surrounding
a reception for the First
Lady to mark the end of
the Vuml\ Voices confer-
ence.

There was no tangible
buzz of excitement: no
discernible sense of ex-

pectation or anticipa-
tion.
Only a couple of

members of the public

~ First Lady
- makes her
hall mark

Hillary
says it's
great to

beback

had bothered to ring the
City Hall to find" out
details of the  wvisit, said
the: ‘public : relations
officer

On] fcw Mlnng

bouqucts Ief'l i memory
of ‘the - 28 " people
murdered in the Omagh
atrocity’ and. more
recently,
first . anniversary. of the
death. of Diana. Princess
of Wales. - hung - lan-
guidly on ' the ornate

tor.
Still,

her neat blonde bob

.immaculately - coiffeured

as ever and dressed in
an elegant. " navy - suit.
was the low-kev
rece J) tion
notwithstanding — de-
lighted to be back.

*1 feel uplifted and
energised by the
courageous men and
women with whom |
have met.”” she said.
her strident -tones ﬁlhng
the Great Hall.

“We ' know how diffi-

handmg -out .

to .mark the -

the . hall
gates to greet ' !hat . visi-

-cult the journey is.

“I. bring a message
not only of support and
encouragement but also;

of admiration for what’
you are doing puts you
on the right side of

- history.™

Her onrds
rapturous applause.

ql'he other:pbla burst of
clapping of the evening
came when Lord Mavor
David Alderdice. . infro-
ducing the First Lady.
reiterated - Sinn Fein
leader Gerry ‘Adams’
comments of .the
previous .evening that.
violence must be mr

won

done with and
Sadly. as t .media
were shepherded onto a

balcony at the rear of
to overlook
proceedings. it was
impossible to. accurately

“ gauge the reaction of
the First Ladv.'ﬁﬁ

r Adams to this refer-
ence to: his soundbite.

Speaking afterwards.
the Sinn Fein leader was
in fine fettle, -

He - ‘had found the

conference -on the ad-
vancement of women
“very. very import-
ant.’

Pausing briefly. he
told me wnh great con-
viction: “Women are
the majority on the
island of Ireland and vet
are  massively discrimi-
nated against.”
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A RELAXED Hillary Clinton breezed:

"/into Belfast yesterday showing no
signs of the scandals which have

. dogged America’s first family. ;
- Making her first public appearance.
since the Monica Lewinsky story
‘broke, the first lady smiled -as she

- address a conference on women'’s
advancement.
Clmrlyateseasshestq:pedfmm

T hqnfﬂdeMomme. Mrs,,Cllnég: whoped leed.dbdand

smiled ‘and “waved - to ‘ wall
mpom.rsand

a stylish navy-blue trouser
sultandpearls MrsCllntonjolned
the platform. party for. the final
mlono(meVimem%nmm

-conference -and’ :said:

;<" " -Democracy -
Qwomensvolcscomdnolongerbe

!gmnad.
ltwastheﬂm lady's first o!ﬂclal
speechslncehuhusbandadnﬂtted
his *inappropriate™ relationship with
WhlteHomealdeMorﬂcalzwtnsky
Andwnhmtensehtmtlocwsed
pn the ‘scandal surrounding her

* ' ihusband, . the . first lady’s every

was scrutinised.

“-.. _But she rose to.the occasldn and .

-smiled her way through the hour-
- :long conference before delivering a
--powerful' speech on enpowering
-‘'women to meet med'laﬂenga of the

Mrs(!intontoldddegatmshewas

- She paid a lengthy tribute to the” .

- as you do, pleaselnwﬂmAmuica th

‘pnvueged {0/ see the -rebirth of,
Northern Ireland ‘which she first ['no perfect-democracy. it depends on
wlmesseddtmwﬂrsttﬂpback the attitudes and values and getting
in October 1995. v i mwlﬁlpeoplemmwhomywhave

role of women' in ‘the search lor “i &nshesaldﬁmﬂbasicgoahm

. peace - and said the 'women's agreedltwouldgiveeverymethe
arrived at the Waterfront Hall to ° conference

; dwmgoforward
Aforpowerﬁﬂvoleestobl tobe movmglyabom
part of a new democratic Northern. mdthewoﬂdswﬂltoseeNonhen

Ireland: “That .which le: have- '. -Irdandmcceedhadﬂevmgpem

Fvoted,

Omagh bombers “as. “enemies of : - plane flying into the country.
peace”, wamedmemadtopesce
wouldnevu-beeasy

hmon(bdsearth...letmpledge
BlnshewwedﬁntAmedawmldg,“.

g 'Youwl!lmlymovelorwudand‘.'{ |

! Amaimsﬂmhdypudmbute.to.,
the unbending resolve of Northerm- -
helandwommtocanyondaplte
yemsofheanbreakandmbay :
Bmshesaldtlmmmmlmptfalth
and prayed that peace would
betome a reality. : -
‘Itwaswomenswhlsperswhlch
became a torrent of voices..." "
Mrs Clinton, delivering her speech
in a clear unfaltering style, warned
women that ‘the struggle: . for
‘democracy would not be easy.

her40m!nutespeech

- wormen's voices played a vital role in
the quest for peace.”

"During - the final session ‘Mrs
Clinton listened Intently as other
. speakers outlined their reasons for
taking part in the Vital Volca
conference. ;

She laughed openlyas one o(the

summing up her role as a

not be manipulated.”

le

'Damaacylshmdmnma'

“rBut'the ‘audience clapped. when
; * -she spoke of her feelings as she'’
MrsCllnton.whorefand‘tuthe watched lreland from. her private,

‘ltisomeol’themostbeaut'ﬁul~

. Summing up
er(!llntonsald.'Weallhrowthat. >

speakers,
woman, declared: “TTl bend but I will

Her speech .was given a warm-
welcome by delegates as they left for
a reception at Belfast city hall.

SDLP assembly member Brid
Rodgers described it as excellent
mdvuymcomglng"

*She stressed the lmponance of
women..she is a very lmpmstve

speah:r
» Shankill community worker May
“Blood sald the speedl was.! ‘Very
.emotive”.
‘Shemmeaawwel_landseemed
+to mean what she said. )
' "1 thought she looked quite well
given what: she has been through

“She looked better thari ever.™

And west Belfast delegate Bridie
Hawklns sald she was very
hnpmsedbytheﬂrstlady‘sspwdn.

“Every word came from the heart.
She touched on a lot of subjects and
left no relevant issue out.”

Mrs. Clinton then attended a°
reception at Belfast city hall where
. she was given a rapturous reception.
. ‘The first lady will join with her
husband, - who ‘arrives in Belfast
today, to- urge.-all sides to make
further political progress.

Praidthllntonlsalsoexpected
‘to lay a wreath in the devastated
vlllageomeaghbeforeaddmsmga
hugeopamlrpeacemllyhtheMal]

of Armagh. :

<







Hillary Clinton: Making her third trip to Belfast today.
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A close-up view of Russia’s crisis

Hillary Clinton visits with a struggling businesswoman.

By Elizabeth Shogren
LOS ANGELES TIMES

MOSCOW — Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton had a street-level view of Rus-
sia’s economic crisis yesterday, vis-
iting a privately owned clothing
factory that has been hard hit and
talking to a rare breed — Russian
female entrepreneurs — about the
struggles they confront:

Because it was the first time Hil-
lary Clinton had faced reporters
since her husband’s televised ad-
mission of marital infidelity, she
also answered a delicately worded
question about how she was coping
with the personal impact of Presi-
dent Clinton’s political crisis. “I've
been getting along fine,” she said
with what appeared to be a forced
smile.

That was more of a mask than her
Russian hosts put on their own very
different crisis, which began Aug.
17, the same day the President made
his admission of an improper rela-
tionship after seven months of deni-
als

Sitting next to Hillary Clinton,
Russian President Boris N. Yeltsin’s
wife, Naina 1. Yeltsin, opened the
meeting with businesswomen by re-
ferring to her country’s economy
collapse. “In this difficult time,” she
said, “much lies on women'’s shoul-
ders.”

The director of the small textile
factory where the meeting took
place, Tatyana Nedzvetskaya, was
even more direct. “Before the crisis,
we had such high hopes,” she said.
But since it hit, she added, there
was only uncertainty.

Nedzvetskaya's, business grew
from a mom-and-pop shop in 1988 to
a factory with 60 full-time workers.
Demand for her reasonably priced
clothes had been so high in recent
months that she had contracted
with three other factories — with a

Associated Press / MIKAIL METZEL

Hillary Clinton and Naina Yeltsin
(left) toured the State Tretyakov
Gallery in Moscow yesterday.

total of about S00 seamstresses — to
keep up with orders from across the
country.

All that changed Aug. 17, when
the ruble was devalued and pay-
ments on some government debts
were frozen. Since then, political
upheaval has caused the value of
the Russian currency to plummet
further.

The price of the imported fabric
that Nedzvetskaya uses for her suits
and dresses soared overnight. Her
targeted market — Russian women
with modest incomes — cannot af-
ford to pay more than her current
prices, so she faces a formidable di-
lemma: If she raises prices, she will
lose customers; if she doesn’t, she
will be unable to make ends meet.

“We had planned to introduce two
new lines this fall because every-
thing was going so well this sum-

mer,” Nedzvetskaya said in an inter-
view. Now, for the first time in a
decade as a pioneering private busi-
nesswoman, Sshe faces serious
doubts that she will be able to keep
the doors of her enterprise open.

Hillary Clinton’s visit with the
businesswomen offered her a
glimpse of the problems facing
many thousands of private enter-
prises that have struggled into ex-
istence as Russia makes the transi-
tion from the Soviet-era command
economy toward a free-market sys-
tem.

Given the Russians’ deep eco-
nomic fears, it was incomprehensi-
ble to Nedzvetskaya and the work-
ers in her factory that the U.S.
political system was in crisis over
the relationship between President
Clinton and former White House in-
tern Monica S. Lewinsky.

“I feel such sympathy for Mrs.
Clinton,” said Lyuda Kalinina, 40,
who was sewing a woman’s suit
jacket as the American started her
tour of the tidy, cheery enterprise.
“It’s such a delicate situation. If one
of us was going through it, maybe
our best girlfriend would know
about it. But in Mrs. Clinton’s case,
the whole world knows. I feel so
sorry for her.”

Nedzvetskaya scoffed at all the at-
tention given to the Clintons’ per-
sonal problems and said it showed
that Americans must “have nothing
else to worry about.”

She offered a suggestion for what

President Clinton should do if the

US. political establishment decided
to take the extreme step of impeach-
ing him or demanding his resigna-
tion.

“If they kick him out, have him
come to Russia,” Nedzvetskaya said.
“We would gladly welcome him as
our president. We could sure use a
good one.”
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OSCOW-Firt 'Lady -’
Rodham Clinton had. a street*
. level view of Russia’s economic
- crigis Tuesday, as she visited a privately-
~ owned clothing .factory" that *has been.
““hard hit and talked to a rare bréed—Rus-

-alanwommentlepumn—aboutthe,

struggles they confront. -
Since it was the first time Mrs. Clinton
hadfacedrepormnnceherhmband'

‘televised admission "6f marital- infidelity,
gshe also answered a delicately worded .

quesﬁonabouthowaheiseopingwimm,
personalhnpactanresidentClintonapo-
litical crisis. -

“T've been getting along fine,” she said
with what appeared to be a forced &mile. :

That was more of a mask than the first .

':lﬂdy’sRusﬂanhostspdtontheirown.'

verydifferentmais.whichbegan,;ugL

17—thesamedaythem'esidmtmadehia

Bitting next.to Mrs.
First Lady Naina L Yell “th
meeting - with businesswomen by ]efagv
ring to her country’s economic collapee..

“Inthlsdﬂ‘:ﬂculttime,mmhneson.

women's shoulders,” she said. - o
The director of the ‘small clot.hmgfar
tory where the meeting took place, Tatia-.
na Nedzvetskaya, was even more direct.
“Before the crigis, we had such high:
" hopes,” ahesaid.Butnmoeithit,m
added, there igonly uncertainty. -
Nedzvetskaya's business grew from a
mom-and-pop shop in 1988 to a’factory
with 60 fulltime workers.. Déemand for_
her reasonably priced clothes has
‘high in recent months that she
tractedwiththreeotherfactonestokeep'-
up with orders from across the country. -
But all that changed.Aug. 17, when
Russia’s curmncy,thenmle.wasdeval-'
ued and payments on some government
debts were frozen. Since then, political
upheaval has caused the value of .the ru-
ble to plummet: further. The price of the
imported fabric that' Nedzvetskaya uses

for her -suits’ and dresses .soared over-’

night. Her targeted . market—Russian’

women with modest incomes—cannot af-

ford to pay more than her current prices,
. v Ly d ] y] .

mnhefnoesaformlckbledﬂmnm]fghe
raises. she will lose her customers;
if she doean't,.she will be unable to make
endsmeet. - :

“We had planned to introduce two new
lines this fall. because everything was go-
tngsowelltiﬂss\nnmur. '.Nedsvetskaya
said in-an jnterview, Now, for.the. first
time. in a decade as.a pioneering private
businesswoman, she faces serious doubts
thatshewmbeablewkeepthedom-gof
her en open.

“The | is much more  critical

.thnnithaseva'bembefme.” Nedzvet-

skaya said. “It was not so'difficult in the
beginning. We had nothing to lose. Now,

"60 women will be on the street if we fail.

What . is so sad and frustrating is that
noneofthisdependaonymlt’ﬂall@to

., the idiotic decisions of the government.”

Mrs. Clinton’s visit with the business-
women offered her a4 microcosm of the

Mmfaﬂnsmanythmndsofpn-
terprisas that

iven their.deep. economic- fears, ‘it
was::incomprehensible . to . Nedzvet-
skaya-and her employees that the U.S.
political system is in crisis.over the rela-
tionship between Clinton and former
White House intern Monica S. Lewinsky.
“I feel such sympathy for ‘Mrs. Clin-
ton,” said Lyuda. Kalinina, 40, who was
sewing a woman's.suit jacket as the
American first lady started her tour of
the tidy, cheery enterprise. “It's such a

‘delicate situation.-If one of us was going

through it, maybe our best girlfriend

- would know. about it. But in Mrs. Clin-

m'smthewholewoﬂdknown,lfeel
so sorry for her.” . . ;
Nedzvetakayaseoﬁedatalltheatten
Umngentnthecnntons personal prob-
lems and said. it shows that Americans
mmt“hnvenothmgelsetowurrym
She offered a suggestion for what Clin-
ton should do if he faces ent or
a congressional demand that he resign..
"Iftheymmﬂlt.havehhncome

. to 'Russia,” . Nedzvetskaya - said. “We -

would -gladly welcome him as our preai-
dent. We could sure use a good one.” - -
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With a message of support but no finan-

cial help, USS. President Bill Clinton
urged Russians on Tuesday to “reject the
failed policics of the past™ in coping with
their current economic crisis.

“Given the facts before you, | have to
tell you that J do not believe there are
any painless solutions,” Clinton told a
new generation of Russian leaders at
Moscow State University of Interna-
tional Relations.

Clinton spoke after he and President
Boris Yeltsin had opened a Iwo-day
summil unlikely to deliver sweeping
agreements from the politically
wounded presidents,

Clinton offered no specific ideas on
how the infant democracy could weather
the tailspin of its currency, but he repeat-
edly said (hat Russia must “play by the
rules” ol international commerce and
get rid of corruption.

“T believe you will.create the condi-
tions of growth if — but only if — you
continue to move decisively along the
path of democratic, market-orientcd
constructive revolution.”

Clinton lraced America’s own two
centuries of democracy and said “the
road has not always been easy,” referring
to the Civil War, Great Depression and
two world wars.

Despite the poor outlook for mean-
ingful progress, Yeltsin declared just be-
fore his summit meetings that “Russian-
Anterican relations are developing suc-
cessfully.”

He greeted Qlinton with a bear hug

‘No

dential study. The first agreement to
trickle out was 2 joint pledge to climi-
nate some stockpiles of plutonium taken
from dismantted missilc warhcads, and
1o exchange information on anti-missile
alert systems. p

While the two presidents visited
schools and universities, their wives
had tea with Russian businesswomen
Tuesday. For Hillary Rodham Clinton,
it was her first public appcarance since
her husband admitted an inappropri-
ate relationship with a White House

Naina Yeltsin, left, and Hillary Clinton, cerler, vislting &

S

\'\————
olutions”

when asked how she's been.

“I've been getting along fine,” the
first lady said to journalists, emphasizing
“fine” with a nod of her head.

Mrs. Clinton appeared jet-lagged but
otherwise happy to be hobnobbing
about Moscow with Naina Yeltsin. The
two loured a private women'’s clothing
factory and took part in a discussion with
women small-business owners before
sctting off for a tour of the Tretyakov
Gallery, Moscows premier art museum.
Mrs. Clinton walked slowlv throueh the

s I ) 8

Mosocow clothing factory Tyesday In support of women entrepreneurs.

signs hanging on dress models and
walching the blue-aproned women stitch
and iron.

“]ts a very nice work environment,
she said,

The visit was designed to highlight
the work of women business owners,
something Mrs. Ycltsin said deserves
more attention.

“It’ a pity that so many of our busi-
ness owners arc men,” Mrs. Yeltsin said,
noting that only 18 percent of Russian

businecese are nwned hy unmen *AMaon

-
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THE SCENE

Summit Meeting Teeters
On Edge of Self-Parody

By MICHAEL WINES *
MOSCOW, Sept. 1 — As President

- and ‘Mrs. Clinton prepared to retire-

tonight at the Marriott Hotel near the
banks of the Moscow River, a car
pulled over not far from the hotel
entrance. The doors opened, and Vla-
dimir Zhirinovsky, the ultranational-
ist ‘who controls a-bloc of seats in
Russia’s Parliament, climbed out.

Mr. Zhirinovsky turned toward the
hotel and yelled, in so many excep-
tionally unprintable words, ‘“Clinton,
you are an idiot!’’ After applying the
coarsest description of sexual rela-
tions to the ‘President, he added,
“Your dollar is dirt, and this dlrt is
all over the world!”’ :

Hethenpmducedadollarlnhls-

hand and told his supporters, “Burn
it.” They did.

This evening, Moscow television

broadcast video .of the event in
its entirety, barely-bleeped epithets
and all.

This sort of disgrace would never
have happened if Leonid Brezhnev
still ran things. But Brezhnev and the

. Soviet Union are dead, Boris N. Yel-
tsin is alive and, by several accounts
still kicking, and Russian-American
summitry — still somber and inflat-
ed as ever — now teeters at times on
the slippery brink of self-parody.

Depending on one’s point of view,
Moscow right now is either no place
for such a worldly event or the per-
fect place. The contrast between for-
mer summit meetings and the cur-
rent state of the two countries — and
their leaders — ls slmply too great to
ignore. :

The public aspects of this summit
meeting have been scripted almost.
entirely for television; some everts, -
such: as ‘a wreath-laying in Red

Square . this - morning, ‘were- staged

solely for cameras and.a small pool ' |

of reporters.
Mr. Clinton and Mr. Yeltsin duti-

fully mugged. for ‘the cameras all

day, exchanging bear hugs, gifts and
tributes to the enduring friendship of
their nations at almost every publlc
opportunity. :

Mr. Yeltsin, looklng reasmably
hale, good-naturedly ‘stiffed ‘news

photographers by turning his back

on them during one ceremony.

Mr. Clinton, ever gregarious, prac-
ticed staff-written Russian-language -

platitudes on crowds all day. Beyond
the range of the lens, however, the
economy is unavoidable.

As the Clintons and the Yeltsins

and some 115 other luminaries dined .

in the Kremlin tonight on pike rasste-
gai, salmon, roast-beef-stuffed om-
elet and the obligatory wine and cav-

iar, Muscovites a few blocks .away -
were resting after a day of methodi-
cally picking grocery shelves clean
of food and dry goods they fully ex-

pect will soon disappear.

‘Moscow newspapers reported to-
day that ships loaded with imported
goods, now a huge share of Russian
purchases, were turning away or re-
fusing to unload because of the fiscal
uncertainty. Non-perishables like
grain, oils and, in St. Petersburg,
refrigerators were vanishing from
stores, and prices in some instances
had reportedly doubled.

Olympic-quality runners, fearful
of being injured in a coup, threatened
to desert a world-class track meet
this weekend. The Russian Olympic
Committee was hampered in re-
sponding because its electricity had

been turned off for nonpayment.

And that was merely the Russian
side of the equation. Moments after
Mr. Clinton finished cutting a fat loaf
of Russian bread this morning in Mr.
Yeltsin’s marble-and-bronze Krem-
lin study, the two men were jerked
back to reality by a CBS News corre-
spondent who suddenly asked: What
about the economy?

The correspondent, Scott Pelley,
was seeking a response from Mr.
‘Clinton about. Monday’s ™~ 500-point
drop in the stock market, But the

'question could just as easily have

been asked of Mr. Yeltsin, whose
nation’s own stock market has shed
60 percent of its blue-chips’ value in
the last two months alone.

Mr. Pelley was escorted from the

room by Russian officials and briefly
stripped of his press credentials for
breaking a promise to be silent.

As Mr. Zhirinovsky demonstrated,
the respect usually accorded to sum-
mit participants has gone largely by
the boards this week.

Mrs. Clinton played a decided sec-
ond today to Naina Yeltsin as the two
toured a factory, and Mrs. Yeltsin

Reuun

Hillary Rodham Clinton with Va-
lentina Chernomyrdin in Moscow.

decried the lack of women'’s roles in
business. Mrs. Clinton was even
asked point-blank about her outlook
in the wake of the President’s admis-
sion that he carried on a sexual rela-
tionship with Monica Lewinsky.
*'I've -been .getting along fine,”

Mrs. Clinton responded; reporters-

later .analyzed her body language
and facial expressions during a joint
appearance with Mr. Clinton — their
first since his admission — at a Rus-
sian public school. Mr. Clinton also
suffered his share of slings. In down-
town Moscow; a British manager of a
fine-arts reproduction company was
selling a'special edition of Russian

nesting dolls, featuring the likeness-’

es of Mr. Clinton, Ms. Lewinsky and
three other women with whom he has
been said to have had — or tried to
have — some involvement.

The manager, David Segal, said
“the $35 dolls ‘‘are being produced as
fast as the people can get the-stock
for them.”

Mr. Segal said he was merely do-
ing his part for the Russian economy.
‘“We’re going to have most of one
village turning them out,” he said in
an interview this week. -
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Flrst Lady visits Ulster

Hlllary floats
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First Lady v

s Ulste

Hillary takes the stage

ILLARY Clinton had
H s oo i b
palm of her hand last night

to win womens hearts

By LARA BRADLEY
e e

She said: “Prople are looking and

hoping and praying and trusting

that what you have set in motion

will be Wit s they

o0 can heart that they too can
beyons
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