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U.S. ASSISTANCE TO HAITI

BUDGET FY 1997 FY 1998

® Development Assistance $ 15.1 million -

° Economic Support Funds $ 58.9 million $ 70.0 million

o PL-480 Food Aid $.27.1 million $27.3 million
Total $101. 1million $ 97.3 million

OBJECTIVES

The objective of the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) program in Haiti is to mitigate
the effects of poverty. address the underlying causes of poverty -- population pressure, poor education, and
environmental degradation -- and create sustainable income opportunities for the poor. The AID program
also addresses security, justice, and governance concerns, and promotes greater popular participation in the
political, economic and social development of Haiti.
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i Reduce Poverty: USAID programs increase access to credit by microenterprises, and help

small farmers to increase their yields while protecting the environment. AID is planning a
new secondary cities program to assist local governments and civic groups to attract
investment and improve public services.

Promote Ecopomic Reform: USAID programs are helping to rebuild the economy with
support for macroeconomic reform and privatization of state-owned enterprises. AID is
financing the privatization costs for the airport, port and telephone company.

Reduce Environmental Degradation: USAID programs support local environmental

initiatives by community groups and local government to improve the management of natural
resources at the local level, and help strengthen policies at the national level through
implementation of a National Environmental Action Plan,

Improve Social Sector Services: USAID programs alleviate malnutrition and illness among
children with feeding programs, health services, family planning, and primary education.

AID currently supports preventive, curative and reproductive health services to two million
people, as well as schoo) feeding and nutritional supplement programs assist those at greatest
risk.

Build Democragy: USAID programs are helping to build basic democratic institutions and
representative government with assistance for judicial reform, police training, elections, local

- povernment development, and community-based civic action groups. .
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FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON VISITS WITH YOUNG ADULTS AT HAITI’S
LEADING FACILITY FOR REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH

PORT AU PRINCE, Haiti -- Today, Fitst Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton visited the Foundation for
Reproductive Health and Family Life Education (FOSREF), Haiti’s leading reproductive health provider.

The U.S. Agency for International Development has supported FOSREEF since its inception. This
year, FOSREF will receive a total of $230,000 from the U.S. Agency for International Development to
provide family planniug services, reproductive health services, and technical assistance to other
organizations in these ateas.

"FOSREF, a Haidan non-governemental organization founded in 1988, has directly provided
reproductive health services to approximately 750,000 people in six clinics in congested areas of Port-au-
Prince. FOSREF averages nearly 38,000 clients monthly, making it the nation's leading reproductive
health provider and the leading national autharity on reproductive heaith for young people and family life
educarion programming. Programs provided by this program include: family planning; HIV and STD
testing and counselling; prevention education; and prenatal care.

The U.S. Agency for International Development’s Health System 2004 program and FOSREF are
helping the Ministry of Public Health and Papulation and other partners to develop youth specific
reproductive health programs. Fifty percent of FOSREF’s clients are less than 24 years old, therefore
FOSRER has trained more than 300 adolescents to educate their peers. These educators are now able to
provide information about disease prevention, family planning, and reproductive health to thousands of
young people throughout Haiti. Technical assistance is also provided in adolescent reproductive health
services to other organizations serving an estimated 800,000 youth in the provincial cities of Gonaives, Cap
Haitian, Jacmel, and Cabaret. FOSREF and its partners have been sble to reach over 70,000 families

~ nationally with education messages.
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Contact: Laura Gross

Sunday, November 22, 1998

FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON VISITS THE
WEIFARE COMMITTEE OF PIGNON, HAITI

PIGNON, HAITI — Today, First Lady Hillary Rodbam Clinton visited with members of the Welfare
Committee of Pignon, a non-governmental organization that provides quality and preventative health
services, women’s literacy and credit programs, and an innovative water and sanitation program to 160,000

people in Pignon, Haiti. The U.S. Agency for International Development provides approximately $700,000
annually through its Health Systems 2004 Profect to the Welfare Committee of Pignon.

The government of Haiti officially recognized the Welfare Community of Pignon in 1984 and, in
"1, the Ministry of Public Health and Population designated the Pignon Hospital and four satellite centers

1d the community as the area’s official health service provider. Now, the Welfare Committee of
Pignon is widely recognized as one of the most innovative and effective community organizations in Haiti.
It has recently launched a collaborative nutrition program with the Adventist Development and Relief
Agency and supported by USAID for children under five years of age. Each year, several hundred
American medical volunteers visit Pignon and spend approxitnately two weeks transferring their skills to
the local population.

Mrs. Clinton also witnessed the presentation of checks to four representatives of newly established
village banks, which will provide access to formal credit and will give women the opportunity to make
financial choices important to themselves and their families. Each village bank is formed by women who
have accepted loans from the bank for working capital, to promote family savings and training. With this
additional assistance, the program will reach an additional 1,750 women in the first year. Over the next
three years, the program is expected to reach approximately 4,000 women borrowers.:

The U.S. Agency for International Development has many successful microcredit programs like this
one in the region, It takes account of women’s interests and constraints while designing and achieving their
objectives. This integration results in projects that not only contribute to specific achievements such as
improved water quality and stronger financial services, but also provides opportunities for women to
participate in leadership and decision making roles.
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Continued from A-1

comes to neutral opinions, not
many exist. ;

“I wanted to run up there and
take a picture, but I know her se-
curity people wouldn’t let me,”
Leona Johnson said shortly after
Clinton’s speech at the Women’s
Employment Network fund-rais-
ing luncheon. “I hate to sound like
a kid in a candy store, but I’m real-
ly proud of her. She has an elo-
quence about her.”

As President Clinton’s second -

term unfolds, Hillary Clinton is in
an unusual position for a first lady.
Polls show that her approval rating.
is lower than her husband’s.

A December survey taken by
CBS News put Hillary Clinton at
55 percent approval, compared
with 36 percent disapproval. Her
husband stood at 60 percent ap-
proval and 31 percent disapproval.

The good news for the first lady
was that her numbers were way up
from January 1996, when she
stood at 42 percent approval and
47 percent disapproval.

More troubling for Hillary Clin-
ton, 41 percent in December still
thought she had too much influ-
ence on her husband, compared
with 44 percent who thought it was
“about right.”

In large measure, Hillary Clin-
ton’s increased approval rating,
like her husband’s, was due to an
image makeover. Gone was the
hard-driving champion of national
health-care reform. In came a
more traditional first lady who
pushed causes such as children and
family issues.

“She’s become more of a sup-
porter of her husband’s agenda
and priorities, and that is in con-
trast to the impression Americans
had in the first term,” said Larry
Sabato, a University of Virginia
political scientist. “You can’t lose if
youre talking about children’s
health care and education.”

The role she will assume over the
next four years remains to be seen,
In September, the president said he
wanted his wife to focus on re-
forming the welfare system.

“That’s the first I've heard of it,”
Hillary Clinton then said on
ABC'’s “20/20.”

In December, the president said
her mission would be “human
rights around the world.”

Later that month, the first lady
said her focus would be children
and family — “issues that I have
worked on for more than 25
years.” Those issues made up
much of her emphasis Wednesday
in Kansas City, where she also
read to patients at Children’s
Mercy Hospital.

Sabato suggested another mis-
sion: “Stay out of controversy.”

But the first lady was controver-
sial from the start. Her bold style
made some wince. She spoke out.
She called for dramatic changes.
She took pride in carrying out a set
of duties completely separate from
her husband.

America had not seen anything
like it since Eleanor Roosevelt.

Whitewater and Clinton’s high
profile in health-care reform
brought endless problems and gave
opponents new reasons to scorn
her.

“People have a hard time catego-
rizing her,” said Mary Ellen
Brown, a communications profes-
sor at the University of Missouri-
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Columbia who has studied the ﬁrs't'n,
lady. “One of the things that |
women are supposed to do...is to A
be one thing or another — a sex”.
kitten or a villain. But they can't |
be a complex person.’

But Clinton is exactly that;
Brown said. She is a mothét,"
lawyer, first lady, children’s advo-!
cate, health-care crusader.’ For |
some people, that’s too much. ="

Clinton is now experiencmg
what Brown called a conservative.,
backlash. Americans appeared to,,
embrace the first lady early in the:.
first term when people were open
to new ways. But that changed,
after she became engulfed ¢ 10
Whitewater. -

“This country is still very am-
bivalent about women in power,
and women themselves are Vé
ambivalent about their work,” said'
editor Anne Mollegen Smith'at';
Media Studies Center forum last |
fall.

At the same meeting, Repuf)lt 1
can pollster Kellyanne Fitzpatrick
said Clinton was born at the wrong |
time. If she had come along '10 |
years earlier, she would not have |
tried to be such an assertive first”
lady. If she had been born 10 years'|
later, she would have run for office -
herself. .

“The cruel trick of timing has
put her where she is,” Fitzpatrick
said.

So the debate rages.

“I don’t think she’s a very good |
role model,” said Tim Golba, an '
abortion opponent in Johnson
County.  “She and  Bill
both...sound very conservative, |
but their actions prove otherwise.
To me, it’s double-talk. It’s hypo-
critical.”

Then there’s this: “She exhibits |
for us...the idea that women can |
pretty much do whatever they |
want to do,” said Imogene Reed, a
Health Midwest nurse who lis-
tened to Clinton’s speech. dilemma

The first lady is caught in a
quandary, suggested Missouri
Rep. Bonnie Sue Cooper, a Kansas |
City Republican. All women want |
someone they can admire.

“But we also would like them to |
still be women.” -

That, Cooper acknowledged, isa |
tough act to pull off.
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Can’t live

Is she role model or woman scorned?

Even though Clinton took on a lower
profile at the start of her husband’s second
term, she stands as a pivotal figure, if only

credible person,” O’Connor said. “I think because of the political havoc she could

Olathe Republican. She doesn’t hold back,

either.

By STEVE KRASKE

Political Correspondent

can't live without h

“I really view her as pretty much a non-

wreak if indicted in the Whitewater scan-

dal.

many of her notions are very socialistic.”

Ask Mollie Carroll about first lady
Hillary Rodham Clinton and the words

gush out.

So what is Hillary Clinton? Role model
or bad example? Courageous national
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See CAN'T, A-14, Col. 5

She remains a lightning rod who rarely

attracts anything but heartfelt passion.
Her fans are devoted. Her enemies are

more than a little annoyed by her. When it

Five years after becoming first lady, Clin-
ton remains a national debate in progress.

leader or presidential partner who doesn’t
And there’s no end in sight.

know her place?

“I'd stop a bullet for her,” Carroll said
Wednesday, minutes before Clinton spoke
at the Hyatt Regency Crown Center hotel.
“I think she is what women in the "90s are

Now ask Kansas Rep. Kay O’Connor, an

all about.”
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