


























































































































Joesn’t scem to have that choice because 11 years ago
‘he PLO was designated as the “‘sole legitimate
-epresentative’” of the Palestinians and neither Hus-
sein nor West Bank Palestinians can by themselves
iccept responsibility for the final partition of Pales-
ine. They believe that the Palestinians in the

Diaspora must also express their views for there to be .

in overall settlement. (More Palestinians live in
lordan than anywhere else.)

While Hussein's peace efforts have so far eluded
iim, causing him grief and uncertainty, he still
yelieves it is possible for men of good will to work out
yroblems. He believes that in spite of the setbacks, the
:hance for constructive movement towards peace is
Jloser, in part, because many moderate Arabs and
sraelis now realize that time is not on their side.

I first met King Hussein — when he was 28 years
ld — at a White House State Dinner in his honor.
Chere, after small talk and a dance with His Majesty,

only then began to comprehend the enormity of his
yurden. 1 have been a Hussein watcher ever since.

Over the years, his strength of character, faith in
imself and a sense of duty have helped to sustain him
hrough the complexities of his tumultuous career. He
s not a figurehead or token Monarch, but a powerful,

ING HUSSEIN

pular and revered leader. A devout Muslim, he also
rries a mantle of responsibility for his religion.
Early in life, Hussein — a direct descendent of the
ophet Mohammed — developed a love for people,
d although he is a private person, he has a great
pacity to give of himself. Queen Noor, his wife of
7en years, says that the more she watches him give
himself — despite constant frustrations — she is
ninded that “every human being could give more
1 more if only we make the effort ...”

[n the Spring, Hussein will become a falher for the
venth time. His own children are a constant
ninder to him of the urgency of his pursuit of peace.
Ik of peace permeates their life in the Palace.

One of Hussein’s most beleaguered years was 1967
en the Six-Day War resulted in the Israeli capture
he West Bank and East Jerusalem from Jordanian
itrol. The then-Israeli Prime Minister Levi Eshkol
| specifically asked Hussein not to enter the war,
uring him that no harm would befall the Jordanian
gdom. Hussein rejected the demarche, entered the
- and lost the West Bank and East Jerusalem.

lighteen years later, the dilemma of the debacle of’
17 still swirls around him and he is still struggling
solutions.

Ie needs to find solutions based on human needs
1er than purely geo-political interests. He need

NTRUDE MEETS THE KING — Our White
House writer Trude B. Feldman meets a young
King Hussein at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in
New York. The then 29-year-old Hussein gran-
ted her an interview.

ws:ted Jordan in 1960, and has been a Hussem
watcher ever since. '

.solutions made between people and for people,

negotiated with heart, soul and mind; solutions that
will endure.

The urgency is clear. There is momentum building
to achieve a breakthrough now while Mr. Peres is at
the helm in Israel. There is also a greater sense of
foreboding, a fear that if there is no solution soon, the
chance will be forever lost. Hussein’s refrain that this
is the last chance for peace has never been more true.
The history of the Mideast is replete with lost
opportunities. And because of the growing danger, the
absence of peace could result in a devastating climax
instigated by resurging extremist forces. As great as is
the danger, so too is the present opportunity to
generate a new era of commitment to peace. |

Hussein’s father-in-law, Najeeb Halaby, (former
presidenl Pan American Airways) says the King is
“realistic and earnest about peacemaking, and he will

~walk the last mile to bring the Palestinians and

Jordanians to the peace table, and to a safe and
prosperous homeland ™

. Will that last mile include a walk to Israel?
Mr. Peres has issued the invitation. Hussein should

begin his 51st year by taking this bold step toward
breaking the deadlock.

Perhaps the two leaders could meet on the bank of
the Jordan River for a Birthday “Toast” and salute
each other with “L’Chayim” and ““El Hyat.” More-
over, Hussein could enhance this significant gesture
by bringing with him a Palestinian partner — because
there never was a Jordan option, oniy a Jordanian-
Palestinian option.

A man of vision, who has mastered the art of
survival, Hussein is the one to bring the Palestinians
into peace negotiations with Israel.

e

King Hussein’s birthday is always a national
holiday for Jordan. Today’s milestone, however, will
be recognized with even more enthusiasm and
extraordinary celebration, and he will be showered
with all sorts of gifts. But the best gift Hussein could
give to himself and his people — as the world watches
— is to take those steps that will ensure his place in
history as more than a royal survivor. He has the

opportunity to be hailed as a peacemaker of his
century. :

Your Majesty, you have the power, and you could
electrify the world!

If not you, who? If not on your 50th Birthday,
when?

a - D O
Trude B. Feldman, our Wh:te House wnter frsf


































