





























WASHINGTON

McCain to use medical
records to quell rumors

Republican presidential candidate John McCain
said Sunday that he will release hundreds of pages of
medical records this week to show that his more than
flve years as a prisoner of war in Vietnam did not leave
him psychologically unfit to be president.

The move follows a reported whispering campaign
by fellow Republicans who say he is unstable and does
not have the temperament to lead the country.

“I'm sure the American people will view my pas-
sionate advocacy as simply that,” the Arizona Senatar
told CBS News. “Sure, I get angry. I got angry at this
last bill that we just passed, that really is such an outra-
geous waste of taxpayers' money,” he said of the final
budget bill Congress passed last week.

McCain has been running as an outsider who op-
poses many positions of the Republican congressional
leadership, particularly on campaign finance issues
and the budget

N.Y. SENATE RACE: A slight majority of New York-
ers don't want first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton to run
for the state's Senate seat being vacated by Democrat
Daniel Patrick Moynihan, according to a Zogby poll
for the New York
Post. It found that
53% of those sur-
veyed said she
should not run; 45%
said she should.

Sentiment among
the politically im-
portant independent

" group was 62%-37%
against her running.

The likely Repub-
lican candidate,
New York Mayor
Rudy Giuliani, has a
7-point lead over
Clinton, 50%-43%. A
month ago, his mar-
gin was 11 percent-
age points.

Clinton has been
conducting a “listen-
ing tour” to famil-
iarize herself with
New York and the is-

. sues there. Her
campaign has hit some stumbles, particularly on eth-
nic and religious issues. Some prominent Democrats
are questioning her candidacy or are themselves con-
sidering jumping into the race. Among them is the
Rev. Al Sharpton, an African-American activist who
said this weekend that if Clinton does not declare by
January, he would likely announce his candidacy.

One of the latest Democrats to say Clinton should
drop out is New York City Councilwoman Ronnie El-

dridge. “She’s the weakest candidate,” Eldridge said.
“She should reconsider her candidacy.”

Clinton reportedly has decided on veteran New
York political campaigner Bill de Blasio to run her
campaign. An announcement is expected in a few
weeks. De Blasio heads the New York office of the fed-
eral Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Revtery

In 1taty: Hillary Rodham Clinton
shopped Sunday in Florence.

POLLS: vice President Gore holds an 18-point lead
over former senator Bill Bradley of New Jersey. 52%-
34%, in a Los Angeles Times national poll of Demo-
crats for the party’s presidential nomination. Among
Republicans, Texas Gov. George W. Bush had a 46-
point advantage, 59%-13%, over his nearest rival, Sen.
John McCain of Arizona.

» A Newsweek poll had similar results: Gore lead-
ing Bradley by 22 points, 49%-27%, and Bush ahead of
McCain 62%-13%. In possible general election match-
ups, Bush led Gore 49%-43% and Bush was ahead of
Bradley 49%-41%.

» California, whose 54 electoral votes make it the
biggest prize in the presidential contest, is a tossup be-
tween Bush and Gore, according to a San Francisco
Examiner/KTVU poll. The California survey also
found that conservative commentator Pat Buchanan,
who left the GOP to join the Reform Party, was dis-
liked by 58%, more than any other candidate.

» New York developer Donald Trump has some
building to do on his image among people in his state if
he’s to have any chance as a Reform Party presi-
dential candidate. A Siena College Research Institute
poll of New Yorkers found that 89% said they would
not consider voting for Trump; 10% said they would
consider backing himn.

EARLY PRIMARIES: 1t
is “fundamentally wrong”
and unfair’ for Iowa and
New Hampshire to lead
off the presidential nomi-
nating process every four
years, Sen. Carl Levin, D-
Mich., told the Democrat-
ic Party rules committee
Saturday. “Why should
two states have this kind
of impact?” he asked as
the panel held the first of
four hearings into pos-
sible changes in the pollti-
cal calendar for 2004,
Proponents of having the
two small states hold the
first contests say it helps level the playing field for lit-
tle-known and underfunded candidates. New Hamp-
shire Gov. Jeanne Shaheen cited the 1976 race when
Jimmy Carter, a relatively unknown governor from
Georgia, sought the nomination. “Because he won New
Hampshire, he was able to take his message to the rest
of the nation,” she said.

The Democratic Party allows only Iowa and New
Hampshire to hold caucuses or primaries before
March 7. The Republican Party does not impose such
limits, and states have crowded the GOP calendar with
many February elections or caucuses.

P Sixteen Democrats and 14 Republicans filed for a
spot on the New Hampshire primary ballot by Friday's
deadline. That’s 15 fewer candidates than in 1996.
Among the lesser-knowns is filmmaker Jim Taylor of
St. Paul, Minn., who will go home with the makings of
a documentary. “There is a whole circus element that
most people are unaware of,” he said of the nation’s
first primary of 2000.

STARR FUTURE: Former independent counsel Ken
Starr would take a 60% pay cut if he decides to return
to his old law firm, an indication that his former part-
ners doubt his ability to recruit new clients, The New
Yorker magazine says. It says the job offer at Kirkland
& Ellis is about $800,000 and includes a prohibition on
giving speeches.

Shaheen: N.H. primary
helps level playing field.

Written by Paul Leavitt with staff and wire reports



Hillary
aide cries
foul on
Arafat ad

Blames Giuliani,
calls 1t ‘an outrage’

By Joyce Howard Price ﬁJ

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A spokesman for Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton's Senate exploratory
committee said yesterday he be-
lieves New York Mayor Rudolph W.
Giuliani is behind a new political
ad that shows Mxs Clinton em-
bracing the wife of Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat.

The ad, sponsored by a group
called the Republican Jewish Co-
alition, is slated to debut in New
York today. The coalition will
spend $50,000 to air the spot,
which was seen by a national audi-
ence yesterday on ABC's “This
Week."

The ad shows Mrs. Clintcn and
Suha Arafat together during the
first lady's recent trip to the Mid-
dle East. A narrator says:

“With Hillary Clinton at her
side. Suha Arafat made the false

and disgraceful claim that Israel
was poisoning Palestinian women
and children with toxic gases. In-
stead of reacting with outrage, Hil-
lary Clinton sat by silently. When
Arafat was finished, Hillary gave
her a hug and a kiss. It's sad. While
Israel sacrifices for peace, Arafat
spreads hatred and lies, and Hil-
lary embraces her. Tell Hillary
Clinton, ‘Stand up for Israel. Stand
up for truth.” '

“This ad is an outrage,” Howard
Wolfson, spokesman for Mrs. Clin-
ton’s committee, said on the ABC
show yesterday. “New Yorkers are
accustomed to the negative cam-
paigning of Rudy Giuliani and his
team, but this is really a very low
blow."

Mr. Wolfson charged there “are
clear connections between the
mayor and this organization.”

He said he's not implying any
inappropriate coordination. “What |
I'm saying is that these are the:
mayor's ads in all buteffect, and he
ought to take them down.”

The new ads are the latest in a

“Hillary has spent the entire
summer and the fall traveling
around the state. She’s gone to 35
counties — I suspect some places
the mayor couldn't even find on a
map — and she is committed to
New York. She's committed to New
Yorkers. And when she makes a-
commitment, she sticks toit”

Asked if that means Mrs. Clin-
ton is definitely going to run, Mr.
Wolfson said, “I'm not going to
make any announcement for her.
But I can tell you and reassure all
New Yorkers that we are moving
full steamn ahead.” .

Mrs. Clinton’s’ supporters point
out that Republicans arealso in the
dark as to Mr. Giuliani's political
intentions. Like “Mrs. Clinton, he
has not yet officially declared him-
self a US. Senate candidate. .

On ABC, Mr. Wolfson was asked
about reports that Mrs. Clinton has
already named a campaign man-
ager. |

“Well, I expect we’ll have some
sort of official announcement
within a week or so. Perhaps a cou-

series of setbacks for Mrs. Clin- pie of weeks. I know that there's
ton's unofficijal bid for the seat be~ been some talk about whether we
ing vacated by Sen. Daniel Patrick should hire a manager, who our
Moynihan, New York Democrat. manager should be,” he said.

On Saturday, New York City The Walfson interview was fol-
Councilwoman Ronnie Eldridge, a jlowed by observations of 12 per-
Democrat who represents the Up- |sons who made up a focus group
per West Side of Manhattan, called ‘from Westchester County, a New
Mrs. Clinton the “weakest candi- ' York suburb where the Clintons
date"” and urged her to stay out of . have bought a home and which is
the race. ! .known for swing voters.

Yesterday, a headlinein the New  “Divided betwéen men and
York Post screamed, “Hillary, rwomen, Democrats, Republicans
Don't Run." The newspaper re- and independents, these New
ported a new .poll that found that |Yorkers are classic ticket-splitters.
53 percent of New Yorkers believe / A majority voted for both Bill Clin-
she shouldn’t, ¢+ ¢ vz, ton in '96 and Republican Al

While many are growing impa-
tient for Mrs. Clinton to declace
her intentions, Mr. Wolfson yester-
day refused to state categorically
that she plans to run.

“I know that a lot of Republicans
are hoping that she won't run be-
cause they know that she will be a
very formidable candidate. I've
got news for them. This campaign
is moving full steam ahead,” he
said, adding:

Efye Wash

D’Amato for Senate in '98. Looking
ahead, four favor' Rudy, four Hil- :
lary, four are undecided. All say
they could change their minds. But .
their ambivalence is not apathy.
It's rooted in intense feelings,” said
George Stephanopoulos, the for-
mer Clinton aide turned ABC
News reporter who presented the
segment. i

Opinions of Mrs. Clinton in-
cluded everything from “liar” and
“sneaky” to “classy” and *“coura- .
geous.” Mr. Giuliani was described *
as ‘‘great,” “tough,” “effective,”
“pigheaded,” and, in one case, “a
slob.” i

—————
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MR. MCLAUGHLIN: (Inaudible) -- one minute, I'll go to you.

MR. BARONE: Of course she's reading it erroneously. It's obviously true. Louis Freeh said, "This is the
easiest case for an independent counsel that I've ever seen” -- or words to that effect.

MR. MCLAUGHLIN: Eleanor? Quickly!

MS. CLIFT: There is no evidence of criminal wrong-doing that they have discovered yet that reaches
into the White House, to either the president or Al Gore.

MR. BLANKLEY: Both through the phone lines!

MS. CLIFT: If they find it -- if they find it, she will name a special prosecutor. It's still possible.
MR. MCLAUGHLIN: Pat?

MR. BUCHANAN: The whole thing was a conspiracy that ought to be investigated.

MR. MCLAUGHLIN: We'll be right back with predictions.

(Announcements.)

MR. MCLAUGHLIN: Predictions. Pat?

MR. BUCHANAN: The world stock markets lost one trillion dollars in value this week. The U.S.
market lost 5 percent. The "Asian flu" is coming home.

MR. MCLAUGHLIN: Eleanor?

MS. CLIFT: Democrats may not recapture control of the House, but if they gain even as much as a
single seat, Newt Gingrich will be defeated by Republicans for speaker.

MR. MCLAUGHLIN: Tony Blankley?

MR. BLANKLEY: That one is wrong. (Laughter.) And the House Republicans will pass, in September,
a bill on theater nuclear defense, anti-ballistic missile defense --

MR. MCLAUGHLIN: Excellent.
MR. BLANKLEY: -- and the Senate may try to.
MR. MCLAUGHLIN: Excellent. Possibly a presidential issue, too.

MR. BARONE: Report from Edinburgh. There's a serious chance that Scotland may vote for
independence from the United Kingdom within the next two years.

MR. MCLAUGHLIN: Ah, breakaway.

You'll like this, Pat. Prediction: The World Bank reputation will be besmirched in a major way by the



current charges of multi-billion dollar white collar cronyism capitalism.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to the victims of Friday's shooting at the U.S. Capitol.
Bye-bye.

(r)FC"END OF REGULAR SEGMENT

(r)FL~

PBS SEGMENT

MR. MCLAUGHLIN: Issue four: ET and PhD. They are the subject of fascination and fear, the stars
of countless movies, and the central theme of the popular TV show, "The X-Files." But are they
science? One prestigious scientific panel says yes: Flying saucers are worthy of serious academic study.

The panel, headed by a physicist at Stanford University, has released a 50-page analysis of UFO
sightings. It found no real evidence that alien life does exist, but the UFO panel did find strange,
unexplained phenomena, including ailments suffered by those who claim to have seen UFOs, especially
burns or eye problems; magnetic disturbances linked to reports of strange lights; damage to the ground
and to plant life -- this occurred at or near sightings. All these phenomena could be explained by
radiation either from a hypothetical UFO or from natural causes.

The panel's recommendation: Scientists should stop worrying about their professional peers ridiculing
them and get funding to study these phenomenon seriously. (Laughter.) Get funding.

Question: Would you donate money for the study of extraterrestrial life, Pat Buchanan?

MR. BUCHANAN: I already do, John. I pay taxes -- (chuckles) -- they're already studying it. Look, as
they said, some of these guys were hiding in my campaign in the last (election?). (Laughter.) Look, as I
said during the break, if the first time one of these guys hits and got out of those things that were
spotted in Roswell, that U.S. Army private would have had it all over the bar and we'd all know about
it. It ain't there, John. It's not. (Chuckles.)

MR. MCLAUGHLIN: Suppose after a decade or so of scientific analysis that it was discovered that
UFO sightings could not be explained away. What would be the impact of that on society?

MR. BARONE: Well, there'd be a lot of impact on cable channels, John -- (laughter) -- you'd see it all
over the place.

No, I wouldn't contribute to this unless one circumstance was true, and that is I hadn't given more
than $353 to charity last year and I wanted to exceed the total done by our vice president, Al Gore.
Otherwise, I'd keep my money to myself.

MS. CLIFT: You can never put a conspiracy away. I mean, people will continue to believe this stuff
exists.

MR. BARONE: Even a vast right-wing conspiracy, Eleanor?

MS. CLIFT: I think the scientists really want the money because they believe if they could do more
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