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because you don't want to have to know any of this to make this work, believe
me. It's hard for us; 1it's really, really simple for people who want to get to
it. You just point your Web browser at either the White House home page, the
Millennium Project home page, or Sun's home page. And I can give you those URLs
1f you want them.

There 1s absolutely no software you need to install. It will come up. You'll
see the Millennium banner. You'll see Professor Bailyn and the transcripts, or
you can hear the audio as it goes on. And you'll also be able to send e-mail
from any of these home pages. So if you can use the Web at all, you can
participate in this event.

How many does that include here? Okay.

So much for the details. 1I'd like to close with a little bit of speculation,
and pardon me 1f I get a little passionate about this. I think this is really
very cool. (Laughter.) I learned the distinction between pre-history and
history -- in high school, I think is where I learned this -- is what's
recorded. And until very recently, what we recorded was really very highly
selective and it had really precious little to do with the context of the
individuals at the time that we did that. And recordings as artifacts --
whether you write them down, right -- were really difficult to replicate and
would fade and deteriorate over time, as we know. And so, really, historically
recording has been very expensive. It's been selective. And it's been fragile.
And where we are now, I think technologically enabled now -- this 1is our -- you
know, the information era is something very profound. That both reporting and
publishing about anything has become really cheap to do. 1It's durable. It's
pervasive. And I think 1it's fundamentally democratic. Anybody can do it. So
we can not only record what we like, but anybody anywhere can publish thear
comments. And I think that's a very rich context for the individual to capture
history.

And then really it's this foundation of digital computing and the communication
revolution; 1it's fundamentally that as everything comes digital -- from text,
video pictures, audio -- as recorded 1t really has an indefinite life, because
you can copy digital. Once it's out on the Net, too, you can't take it back.
Se iiti's there.

I would say that it's hard to know you're in the middle of a revolution when
you're experiencing it, but I think this is a watershed. And my bet 1is that
historians in the next millennium will really look back at sort of our moment in
time as the beginning of, if you will, digital history; that really where a
generation's legacy doesn't fog or diffuse over time.

I'd just like to thank the millennium project and Mrs. Clinton for -- this 1s
really very progressive. I'm very excited about it. (Laughter.) But I really
think we are contributing a legacy here, and it will be one that a thousand
years from now people are going to be able to look at.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, thank you, Gregg. And I don't understand half, 1if
three-quarters of what you're saying, but I am thrilled -- (laughter) -- because
my daughter understands it and many people in the White House understand it.
But more importantly, it 1s the signature of what we're going to be doing as we
move into the next century.

So I would just conclude and then ask you for questions, that part of the real
impetus for us to do this -- and I think you got a flavor of it from everything
that has been said -- 1s that here we are at a time in our history where our
economy 1s strong, we're the undisputed leader of the world by nearly any
measurement you can 1magine, we seem to be moving out of the kind of
divisiveness and pessimism that marked previous years that really you could say
that if it was not begun by, it certainly was accelerated by President Kennedy's
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math, and that is a clear demarcation of the very basic basics in education.
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Following 1s a transcript of remarks by Hillary Clinton and Education Secretary
Richard Riley in a roundtable discussion on education (Part 7 of 7):

Q On a different subject, I think we'd be remiss 1f we didn't ask you about
the campaign finance controversy that's going on. Specifically, do you think in
perfect 20-20 hindsight that it would have been better 1f Maggie hadn't taken
that check -- or rejected the check and said, hey, just bring that down the
street to the DNC?

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, I think as the President said on Friday, 1n retrospect,
I'm sure that she wishes that's what she had done. But many of you know Maggie
and she's an honorable and courteous person, and what she did 1s legal and
proper under the prevailing rules. But given the concern that it raised, I'm
sure she wishes she had said, go mail it or go walk 1t over yourself.

Q Do you wish she had done that?

MRS. CLINTON: Oh, for her sake, certainly, yes.

Q Do you wonder, or have you wondered how 1t was that this fellow, Johnny
Chung, came to sort of apparently camp out 1n your outer office, hoping that he
would see you, chatting up the staff, there for reasons that were not apparently
readily apparent to anyone there? What happened?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think that my staff is a polite and courteous group,
and certainly has over the last four years been very willing to be courteous to
people who came into the White House or who had business they said in the White
House or the 0ld Executive Office Building. And if you were there, I guess the
only way I can explain it 1s that that's what they thought they were doing, is
being courteous.

Q And may I just ask how it was that he came to be admitted so often?

MRS. CLINTON: I don't know that. I don't know anything about that. But
1t wasn't only people in my office who admitted him, as I'm sure you know; other
people did as well. And I really don't know anything about why or under what
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circumstances.

Q Well, given the whole campaign and the Lincoln Bedroom and all of the
things -- the revelations and may even be sort of deflecting from the issues
you're trying to promote, it seems to be -- what would you do differently in
retrospect? I mean, do you have any regrets? Did you talk to these people at
midnight in the Lincoln Bedroom?

MRS. CLINTON: We certainly did, Helen. I mean, I think that -- I'd say a
couple of things about that. First of all, anyone who knows my husband knows
that he enjoys people, he counts thousands, if not hundreds of thousands of
people among his friends. He likes spending time with people. When we
arrived here at the White House, I think we were overwhelmed by the honor of
living here and by the history that happened here, and we were excited to share
it with a lot of people. And we did.

We invited friends of longstanding, people we wanted to get to know better,
public officials that -- well, Secretary Riley spent the night here with his
father. It was something that --

SECRETARY RILEY: A confession is in order, I think.

MRS. CLINTON: It was something that we really felt privileged about being
able to share with people who felt the same regard and valued this house the way
I think Americans do. We also invited hundreds of thousands of people to events
here at the White House of all kinds. You've covered many of them. And so when
I look at people asking questions about why did you have these people spending
the night, 1it, to me, was a very natural part of who my husband is and who are
friends are and who people that he wants to talk to are. And he would,
oftentimes when he heard somebody was in town or might be on the way to
Washington, say, gosh, I'd love to see him or her and talk to them, which he did
with Dick Riley's father.

And during the day, because he worked so amazingly hard, there wasn't
time. But if they'd stay up and stick it out, he could come and talk to them at

10:00 p.m. or 11:00 p.m. or 12:00 a.m. or 1:00 a. m. in the morning. And he
did on countless occasions. These are people that he enjoyed being able to give
tours to -- I cannot tell you how many times, in the middle of the night, we'd

be walking up and down the ground floor or the first floor, and the President
would be talking about the significance of a portrait, or what happened in this
room. Anyone who has ever spent any time with him knows that he just reveres
living here. But I hope everyone knows how gregarious and truly outgoing he is,
that he would want to share that with as many people as possible.

SECRETARY RILEY: Since my name came up -- (laughter) -- I had -- my father
was 93 years old and was really beginning to slip. He was very close friends
with the President and the President asked him to come spend the night. And so
we came with him, and it was a great gesture.

Q Mrs. Clinton, do you fell confident there was no blurring of the lines on
your side, whether it was the stop in Guam which has been written about, or
anything subsequently? And have you taken any additional steps beyond what the
White House has to ensure some things be done differently in the future?

MRS. CLINTON: Well, I think that the President has pretty much outlined
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what people will be thinking about in the future, and certainly no one likes to
be held up for any kind of public inquiry, and nobody did anything that they
thought was wrong at the time or that they were advised was wrong. So, that
certainly nobody did anything that was improper, but nobody wants to raise even
the shadow of a doubt about what is or is not appropriate behavior. So that's
why, even for actions that are within the realm of propriety and legality, that
1t's going to be common sense to be much more careful so that nobody does
anything that can raise any questions.

Q Mrs. Clinton, on Johnny Chung, I believe the record shows that on 21 of
the 50 occasions he was here, he was, in fact, cleared through your office. Are
you saying you don't know why any of those 21 events occurred, other than a
courteous staff?

MRS. CLINTON: I don't know. I don't keep track with who 1s waved into the
White House. That's not something I have any knowledge of. And I don't know
what he was telling anybody or what he was asking anybody. I just don't have
any knowledge of that.

Q Could I just ask, did it ever occur to you, since this 1s your house as
well, who are these people -- the ones that perhaps Ann Lewis described as not
yet friends? That's a curious locution.

MRS. CLINTON: Well, we knew everybody who was invited. We may not have
been the best of friends with everybody; we may not have known everybody for 30
or 40 years, but we knew everybody who was invited. And some we knew very well
and some we were just getting to know. But they were all people that the
President wanted to spend time with. And he did.

Q Mrs. Clinton, do you know specifically who in your office admitted Mr.
Chung?

MRS. CLINTON: I wouldn't -- I don't know anything about that.

Q -- Vice President's acknowledged making some fundraising phone calls, and
the President said he couldn't quite rule that out on himself. Did you make any
of those kind of phone calls yourself during the campaign?

MRS. CLINTON: I do not recall making any, but I'm not going to say
absolutely never. I just don't ever recall being asked to make any; I don't
recall making any.

Q Were you 1involved in fundraising?

MRS. CLINTON: I certainly was, and I'm very pleased that I was, Helen. I
think that there's a tendency to fast-forward through what was going on in '94
and '95 that made all of us who believed in what the President was doing and
what the odds were against the policies that he had been championing, to be as
hard-working and enthusiastic as we could about trying to*help him with his
agenda. And that included many things. It was many, many speeches; 1t was
many, many events. And 1t was also trying to help raise money for the message
that the President wanted to try to get out.

Because when I think back on that period, i1t is very clear in my mind as I
think back, that the Gingrich revolution, the Contract on America, all of that
was going full-blast, and the message about and the environment was just getting















































































