


























































































































































































































































































































































































































dure. In the early "70s, with Watergate and the Vietnam
War, masculine power had never seemed so fragile.
Hillary saw an opportunity to prove herself, and that
could only be done as she always did things—by work-
ing. Rather than drop out as a '60s radical, she got a de-
gree, a briefcase, and a job and went to work as that icon
of a later era, the "70s career woman.

When she arrived at the White House, Hillary was ea-
ger to break with precedent. She took an office in the
West Wing with the president's staff, and placed her
aides (except for employees of the Social Office) in the
Old Executive Office Building next door. Then, in the
winter of 1993, the president announced that his wife
would head a White House task force to reform health
care, Hillary would marshal the advice of more than
500 experts and a host of aides and present legislation
to Congress that would guarantee health care for every
American. The message was clear: Hillary was in-
volved in the executive branch of the U.S. government.
She had yet to learn that Washington wasn’t ready for
what critics would sneeringly call a “dual presidency.”
Nor could she have realized that the Republicans
would make her role as reformer more contentious
than the legislation itself.

To support her agenda, Hillary hired a group of
aides—almost all are women—with similar political
inclinations and policy backgrounds. Today her chief
of staff is Melanne Verveer, a gentle-voiced, humor-
ous, recent grandmother who started working for
Hillary in 1993. A Washington veteran who worked
for the liberal interest group People for the American
Way from 1984 to 1992, Verveer is less interested in
the fripperies that come with heading the first lady’s
secretariat than with realizing her boss’s vision. She is
Hillary’s pilot, the person in her corner office until 10
at night, hammering out a meeting plan, a speech, or
a policy-development proposal.

While her husband has had his problems with staff loy-
alty, Hillary has not. Key players, such as White House
social secretary Capricia Marshall, director of schedul-
ing Patti Solis, special assistant Pam Cicetti, director of
special projects Kelly Craighead, director of correspon-

. dence Alice Pushkar, and policy adviser Nicole Rabner

have been with her since Clinton’s inauguration. Al-
though Hillary demands excellence, her solicitousness
toward her staff is also famous—whether listening to
their personal problems, singing happy birthday to
them over the phone, or calling sick relatives. Her close-
ness with the staff promotes a collegial atmosphere.
“She’ll just dial around sometimes until she finds the
person she wants,” Verveer says. “She operates as a
staff person. It's not the commandress in chief.”
Hillary masterminds much of her own policy re-
search. Rather than delegate to staff, she meets with
experts in specific flelds, many of whom she has
known since the mid-1970s. In her “Eleanor Roosevelt

room” in the residence, where she has collected all the-

ER memorabilia sent to her throughout the years, the
first lady keeps the research she has accumulated—
“vast pillars of paper,” a former aide recalls. “She’ll just
go through the piles, and she’ll say, ‘Oh, here, some-
body gave me this. Can you look into that? ”

Few of the directions and instructions are conveyed in
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writing by Hillary. She rarely uses a computer, and un-
like Barbara Bush or Lady Bird Johnson, she has kept no
White House diary. “T don't put anything in writing that
Idon't have to,” she explains. The investigations of inde-
pendent counsel Kenneth Starr have made sure of that.
Hillary thinks out loud with her staff, posing ques-
tions, asking for follow-ups. A staff member will return
with answers, and Hillary will reply with “five smart
questions,” a former aide says. “Hopefully, you can an-
swer at least three of them.” Then comes the question of
whether the issue can be handled through the White
House or a cabinet agency, or if it needs congressional
support. If the latter is determined, Hillary may seek a

.sponsor on Capitol Hill, a likeminded Democrat to

write legislation or push for its passage. But she’s just
as likely to decide that an interest group or a founda-
tion is a less controversial—and hence more effective—
public face for the policy push. “By determining the
best avenue,” one aide says, “we get a better result.”

Hillary has never restricted herself to the views of poli-
cy wonks, and she is determined to meet ordinary Amer-
icans. Those meetings usually occur during visits to fac-
tories and schools and hospitals and rallies, and to a
certain extent they fulfill the traditional “eyes and ears”
role of a first lady. On October 28, 1997, after two days of
parties in Chicago to mark her fiftieth birthday, Hillary
attended one such event in a stale hotel hall. A long line
formed at a microphone, and each person related a tale
about child support or food stamps or Section 8 housing.
Not until the final question from the floor had been an-
swered did Hillary signal her readiness to leave. When
at one point someone suggested that she might cut
short the Q&A, she responded, “They came out for me.
They told me their story. They sat here with me for an
hour. The least I can do is listen to them with the same
respect that they have given me.”

Sometimes she can help. While meeting with Kosovo
refugees in Macedonia last May, Hillary ran into Danica
Georgieva, who had started a clothing company in Kocani
with a U.S. government loan. She showed the first lady
some of the high-quality linen blouses she was produc-
ing. Georgieva then said that Liz Claiborne was cutting
back on orders because of the war in Kosovo, and that
she would be forced to lay off much of her workforce.
Within three days, Hillary had phoned Claiborne CEO
Paul Charron, who remembers the incident vividly.

“I had not known Hillary before,” he says. “I had nev-
er met her, and I'm not a contributor to the Democratic
party. My secretary comes into my office and says, Will
you speak with Hillary Clinton? I said something to the
effect of, “You're kidding me.” So I picked up the phone,
and she introduced herself and said she had just taken
a trip to Macedonia.... Was there anything that could be
done there? I said, ‘'m not sure, I can't afford produc-
tion disruption, but let me see what I can do.” She said,
‘Tve got another question, Is there any way that we can
convert the Macedonian apparel industry to producing
goods or providing services in support of the refugees?
I said, ‘That’s a very good question. Let me get together
with some of my friends and see what I can do.””

Hillary wound up coordinating a joint effort between
her office, the State Department, the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development, and Liz Claiborne. Not only
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done. All this happened a year ago.
Mann finally sent me a copy of the
script a year ago, and I read this bull-
shit.” You mean, the scene with the
Shiite Muslim? “Of course.” But it's
not in the movie. “I know that it's not.
But in the movie, [Bergman] is still
sitting blindfolded in front of the
sheikh.” So? “It never tock place. He
had nothing to do with setting up the
interview.” We discuss his correspon-
dence with Mann. “T sent him a nice
letter. Where the fuck is it?” he says,
rustling papers. “Here it is. The file.
[It was] a nice letter...” Is it true that
the Wigand affair was 60 Minutes’
lowest point? “It wasn'’t a low point for
me. It was a high point because we fi-
nally got the piece on the air, and we
never, never, never would have gotten
it on the air without me. Lowell had
nothing to do with getting it on the
air. Nothing.” (Bergman says that his
dogged protests eventually led Wal-
lace to fight for the story again.)

We also discuss Bergman’s con-
tention that Hewitt and Wallace are
blackballing him from getting work
on 60 Minutes II. First he says it's
“laughable.” Later on, he adds, “You
can rest assured Hewitt ain’t going to
hire him.” That doesn't sound so un-
reasonable. Why would Bergman,
who is now working for PBS'’s Front-
line and the New York Times, want to
return to a network that he has so lit-
tle respect for?

It is doubtful that a supporting role
in a Hollywood movie will erase the
reputation of a heavyweight like Mike
Wallace, though it may very well deify
Bergman. But whatever Michael
Mann leads his audience to'conclude
about these two men, the Wallace-
Bergman wars have illustrated one
sure truth: In life, as in great journal-
ism and great art, one can be right yet
wrong, have integrity yet be fallible,
tell the truth yet lie, be well inten-
tioned yet be a traitor.

Last April, Bergman’s contract with
CBS News expired. The producer,
who is participating in the film’s pub-
licity campaign and may write a book
about the Wigand affair, has not
talked to Wallace since then. “There
is no relationship,” Wallace says. At
the end of our interview, Wallace con-
cludes with his uncannily familiar
bluntness, “Lowell is a good reporter.
Some people have penis envy, some
have microphone envy. I hope he
finds a job. I just don’t want to work
next door to him.”

MILLENNIUM MAN

coNTINUED FROM PAGE 123  back the [budget
surplus] because the schools would suf-
fer; we want to build new schools in this
country. Excuse me. Since when has the
federal government ever built schools?”
He never trusted Democrats. Problem
is, he's now losing confidence in Republi-
cans. No vision. No answers. No hope of
recapturing the White House unless they
change. “We want to know what our par-
ty really stands for other than, you
know, trim the budget and balance the
budget. I understand all that,” Arnold
notes. “But say what you really stand
for rather than going from one conven-
tion to the next talking about what
we're against—guys like [Pat] Buchan-
an going up there and speaking about,
‘We are anti-gay and we're anti-lesbian
and anti-immigration. We are anti-taxa-
tion and anti-federal government.’”
Don't forget anti-Clinton. He was not
impressed by the sight of so many Re-
publicans foaming at the mouth during
the impeachment proceedings and
thing I will never forgive the Republi-
can party for,” he sputters. “We spent
one year wasting time because there
was a human failure. I was ashamed to
call myself a Republican during that pe-
riod. Instead of devoting all this energy
and all these hearings to how we're go-
ing to solve the problems of the inner
cities.... No, it's like, “This man has to be
removed from office because he’s a na-
tional threat.’ Yeah, that's a good one.”
Arnold refusing to pile on Bill Clin-
ton. Arnold bashing Pat Buchanan.
Arnold saying good things about de-
caying neighborhoods and minority
kids, talkin’ equal opportunity and tol-
erance. To Keith Rhodes, a New Yorker
raised by a single mother and who be-
lieves Mike Tyson has a heart of gold,
Arnold sounds like Conan the Humani-
tarian. He told him that when the two
sat down for a drink last September.
“Arnold, you so-called Republican,”
Rhodes says. “You look and smell and
taste and feel so much like a Democrat.”
Arnold puffed on his cigar, blew
some smoke in Rhodes’s face, and gave
him that Terminator stare that says,
“Don’t poosh it.”

he pilot tells us to prepare for

touchdown in San Antonio.

Thousands of feet below, pulses
are quickening at Edgar Allen Poe Mid-
dle School. Banners are being hung.
Badminton players and pint-size gym-
nasts are loosening up to strut their
stuff. Arnold is coming.

He checks his notes and asks if the
mayor will be meeting their plane. “No,”
Reiss says. “He's gonna be at the school.”

There will be many more mayors and
many more schools and many more
kids. Arnold is a driven machine. He
brings Big Dreams. Someday soon, he
vows, every city in the country “that
suffers problems because of crime,
teenage pregnancy, drug sales, gangs,
and all those things” will be part of the
Inner-City Games family.

“That’s a lot of cities,” someone ob-
Serves.

The former Mr. Universe strikes a
muscleman pose and triumphantly
checks himself out. “Dat’s a lot of
brain,” he says. “And a lot of body!”

HILLARY'S POWERS

CONTINUED FROMPAGE 6  WoOrkers, .and
through her work for Mondale, the
young Hillary was soon researching mi-
grant problems in housing, sanitation,
health, and education.
Returning to Yale for her second year,
Hillary volunteered at the university's
Child Study Center, where she befriend-
ed Sally Provence, who was pioneering
research on brain development in early
childhood. She also volunteered at New
Haven Hospital, where she worked on
cases of child abuse, and at the city’s Le-
gal Services, providing free legal aid to
the poor. At Yale, Hillary put in a post-
graduate year focusing on law and med-
icine at the Child Study Center. One of
her professors in family law was Joseph
Goldstein, who was in the process of co-
editing a book titled Beyond the Best In-
terests of the Child. Hillary was soon re-
viewing for Goldstein the history of
children’s legal rights. Her chapter for
the book would be among the first writ-
ings to chronicle the judicial system’s
failure to address child abuse. It also laid
down a new paradigm of adoption law:
that a child’s happiness mattered more
than considerations such as wealth,
birth family, race, or his or her potential
adoptive parents. One of Hillary’s first
legal-aid cases involved a black foster-
care child who was up for adoption.
Hillary successfully argued that an old-
er, low-income white woman who had
been the foster parent for the child for
two years should be able to adopt the
girl. The woman and child had clearly
become a family, Hillary said. Rather
than be shuttled off to another foster
home to wait for wealthier adoptive par-
ents of similar racial makeup, the girl
should stay in that home.
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port. Some of her aides assured her
that the legislation would pass, but an
hour later a senator told her it was
dead. “It was a roller-coaster,” says a
member of the first lady’s staff.

Hillary and Verveer were in constant
conversation with Erskine Bowles, then
the White House chief of staff, who was
negotiating with Senate majority leader
Trent Lott down to the wire, The senator
refused to comment on Hillary’s efforts
to help the bill through, but an aide re-
calls that Bowles made it clear to Lott
that the president was intent on seeing
his wife's proposals become law.

Bill Clinton’s push for Hillary's legis-
lation—reminiscent of LBJ's support of
Lady Bird's national highway-beautifi-
cation bill—is the exception to the gen-
eral truth that Hillary has no particu-
lar spousal pull to elevate her issues
above any other adviser’s‘agenda.
“You're never going to say that she
doesn’t get some special dispensation,”
says an aide who works for both of
them. “Or that she shouldn’t.”

When it came time to call Senator Carl
Levin, Hillary was particularly careful.
The Michigan Democrat supported a
national voluntary registry for people
who wanted to locate birth children or
birth parents, and had attached the
measure to the adoption bill. The influ-
ential and conservative National Coun-
cil on Adoption opposed Levin's amend-
ment, and that meant trouble: For the
adoption bill to pass, the support of all
Democrats and a handful of sympa-
thetic Republican senators was essen-
tial. The National Council’s concern
could turn some votes against the bill.
White House aides talked to Levin
aides, who informed the White House
that the senator wouldn't budge. So
Hillary called Levin and invited him to
the White House. According to Levin,
“I spent about 45 minutes with the first
lady. She very strongly and very pow-
erfully argued her case.” Hillary
promised Levin that after the bill was
passed, she would support his registry
plan and see if it could be created
through Health and Human Services.
After their conversation, the senator
agreed to remove his measure. (To date,
Levin's proposal has yet to be adopted.)

On November 13, Congress passed the
bill. Four days later, in a huge White
House ceremony, the president signed it.

More than a year later, Hillary un-
veiled part of the president’s 2000 bud-
get—$300 million to support unadopt-
ed, aging children with housing, daily
chores, and health coverage. Since then,

a new bill sponsored by Nancy Johnson
and Benjamin Cardin has passed the
House in a near unanimous vote; the
Foster Care Independence bill, which
will help older unadopted children make
the transition to adulthood, was intro-
duced by senators John Chafee of Rhode
Island and Jay Rockefeller of West Vir-
ginia, and awaits debate in the Senate.
“It's a powerful subject if you're into it,”
Rockefeller says. “But it's one in which
you need someone to take you into it.
Hillary does that. When it comes to chil-
dren and family issues, I don't think
there’s a more informed, passionate per-
son in the country.... We just had a
meeting with some of these older chil-
dren. They don't know how to run a
washing machine, how to pay bills, how
to find an apartment to live in, or pay
rent—or how they can afford to pay
rent.” Hillary, one staffer says, is deter-
mined to “make this proposal a reality.”
If Hillary’s adoption legislation is not
well known, her role in it is even less
known. That suits her fine. “Tt is always
the prerogative of the press to follow
what they think is newsworthy,” Hillary
says when asked about her low profile
on the issue. “Adoption has never com-
manded the kind of attention that some-
thing like health care has, because it
only affects a small number of Ameri-
cans. We have half a million children in
foster care, but it's not an issue that's go-
ing to have much newsworthiness.”

illary’s defeat on health care

hasn't changed her mind about

the need for its reform. But it did
teach her that trying to reform one of
the country’s largest economies all at
once wasn't going to happen. “Our
country is just not yet resolved on how
it's going to deal with the health care
needs of the population,” she says. “The
only way to make progress in this kind
of environment” is incrementally. One
colleague observes, “Even though
health care was portrayed as this crush-
ing blow, I don't think she ever stopped.
It was immediately, “‘Well, what about do-
ing it this way?'”

At the very least, Hillary was deter-
mined to get coverage for low-income
children. It was an area she knew; she
could regain her confidénce there. And
politically, children’s issues were a gold
mine. “She was quite pragmatic,” an
aide says. “She understood that this was
something we actually might be able to
get done because people care about chil-
dren.” Hillary considered advocating an
extension of Medicaid but realized that

some Republicans would detest the
idea—more money, more big govern-
ment, more Hillary as a tax-and-spend
liberal, they would say. She had to find a
way to achieve the same goal that would
be politically palatable to Republicans.

“We needed to create this hybrid,”
she says, “where some states would do
this through Medicaid and some
would use their own funds. You've got
to give them choice.”

So Hillary began an all-out push
within the administration, and in her
speeches and writings, for what is now
known as the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program. The program allows
the federal government to provide
health insurance for low-income chil-
dren through state grants, a popular
idea with Republicans. Hillary pushed
to make it an administration priority
and, through the legislative process,
continued to fine-tune it. “Nobody in-
tuitively knows the importance of
coalition better than Mrs. Clinton,”
says Rockefeller, who has worked with
Hillary on CHIP. “She will treat [con-
servative senator] Phil Gramm with
courtesy and respect. She might not
walk arm-in-arm with Jesse Helms as
Madeleine Albright did, but she will
put out a similar sort of courtesy. She
will reason with people.” Administered
through Health and Human Services,
CHIP passed on August 5, 1997.

When an issue moves her, the first lady
has no compunction about calling mem-
bers of Congress to lobby, though she’s
careful about whom she calls and what
she says. Verveer admits, “These are
not things you will read about in any
newspaper. She does not want to make
waves, because she does not want to
jeopardize the outcome.”

Following President Clinton’s 1998
State of the Union address on the cre-
ation of a historic preservation project
called Save America’s Treasures, Hillary
felt that private funds could be lever-
aged more easily if Congress shook
loose some money first. “Republicans
who were in a pivotal position to help
with this weren't necessarily there from
the beginning,” Verveer recalls. “The
first lady made some calls: Treally think
this would make a huge difference,’ she
said. Tt has no ideological component to
it. It's not special for Democrats or Re-
publicans. It's something that every
American would applaud.’” Ralph Reg-
ula, chairman of the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on the Interior, was
persuaded by Hillary’s arguments. “She
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was pragmatic about the federal funds,
very much in agreement with me that
matching private and state funding
would indicate support in the communi-
ty,” he says. Congress allotted $30 mil-
lion of federal money, and Hillary went
on the road to raise the private dona-
tions—an additional $30 million.

Much of what Hillary Clinton has pro-
posed in the last five years does not in-
volve federal policy but rather the cre-
ation of public-private partnerships.
Through her role as honorary chair of
the president’s Committee on the Arts
and Humanities, she makes the case
that the arts are an especially useful
tool in providing at-risk children with
a creative venue for emotional develop-
ment. She helped find corporate spon-
sors, such as VH1, Binney & Smith
(manufacturers of Crayola Crayons),
and the General Electric Fund, for the
Arts Education Partnership, a program
to install music and painting classes in
inner-city public schools. She has
helped create such partnerships by ex-
ploiting the physical power of the
White House, inviting representatives
of charities and corporations to cere-
monies and meetings—invitations that
are almost never turned down. “Often it
is not what we can do directly so much
as the work we can put into motion that
will affect people’s lives,” she says.

uring her White House years,
Hillary has not hesitated to call
on the cabinet. She has worked
on issues with Richard Riley at the De-
partment of Education, Bruce Babbitt at
the Department of Interior, and Andrew
Cuomo at the Department of Housing
and Urban Development. In October
1997, she persuaded Robert Rubin, sec-
retary of the treasury, to convene a meet-
ing of corporate CEOs. She wanted their
advice on how American companies
could be persuaded to adopt better child
care measures for working parents.
There are other, less obvious choices.
issues, Attorney General Janet Renoisa
kindred spirit,” Verveer says. The first
lady helped establish the Department of
Justice’s Violence Against Women office,
a way of addressing a social problem
without resorting to Congress: Since
many Republicans resist the idea of spe-
cific efforts targeted at hate crimes,
Hillary knew that she could accomplish
more by working with Reno.
Hillary’s closest cabinet ally is Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Albright. Their
relationship is “a partnership, a tag
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team,” Albright says. “We lay out the
policy, and she is probably the best un-
official ambassador we have. When she
comes back from a trip overseas, she al-
ways writes a report, and we'll discuss
it and distribute it in the State Depart-
ment.” Since 1993, Hillary has made
51 trips to foreign countries, usually
on her own. She is the most widely
traveled first lady in history.

Together, Hillary and Albright have
made women's rights a tenet of U.S. for-
eign policy. But Hillary presents the is-
sue using more conservative language
than the Hillary of Yale Law School
would have. “If women aren’t achieving
their role in society, if they can’t partici-
pate in the economy, if they can’t have
their basic needs met or be educated,
then there’s little chance that those
countries are going to prosper,” she
says. “So it is in our interest to pay at-
tention to women's issues if we want to
see democracy flowering.” This is not
women'’s lib for the rest of the world; it’s
human rights as a path to capitalism
and democracy. Again, the goals are
consistent with what Hillary has long
sought, but they're presented in a way
that an opposition party might accept.

One of the specific programs she has
helped shape is Vital Voices, a U.S.-spon-
sored initiative to promote the participa-
tion of women in politics around the
world. It's more than a high-minded cof-
fee klatch, as some have dismissed it.
When the first lady held a Vital Voices
conference in Northern Ireland in
1998, it was her status, Albright says,
that drew 400 female leaders from all
over Northern Ireland and the United
Kingdom, Unionists and Nationalists
alike. “Out of that,” Albright says,
“came a bunch of new projects, train-
ing, and exchanges that are visible evi-
dence of our support for the Good Fri-
day peace agreement.” It's grassroots
activism—from the top down.

Before departing on an overseas jour-
ney, Albright often briefs the first lady.
They keep in frequent contact, mostly
by phone, Albright says. When Al-
bright and Hillary travel together,
they’ll hold joint meetings with
women’s groups. If Albright meets
with a foreign minister, Hillary will
have a follow-up conversation with
staffers from nongovernmental orga-
nizations. Albright explains, “When
she meets with them, she gives them
credibility and legitimacy, and they can
go out and really push for an agenda
for getting more women into the vari-
ous political levels within a country.”

In the spring of 1998, amid rising ten-
sions in Kosovo, Hillary made a trip to
Bulgaria. She arrived at six in the morn-
ing and went straight from the airport
to give a televised speech. Later in the
day, she met with President Petar Stoy-
anov, then with Prime Minister Ivan
Kostov. She also met with an unprece-
dented gathering of first ladies from Al-
bania, Bulgaria, Greece, Macedonia, Ru-
mania, Slovenia, and Turkey.

During her solo trip to South Africa in
March 1997, Hillary met with a group
of women who had sought a loan from
U.S. Agency for International Develop-
ment to build houses and had complet-
ed three of them. She has been an ar-
dent supporter of loans provided by
USAID. A year later, during their joint
trip to Africa, Hillary insisted that
President Clinton visit the town. She
was delighted to see that more than
100 homes had been built by the
women.

Later, at a Washington lunch for
Ghana’s president, Jerry Rawlings,
President Clinton turned to USAID ad-
ministrator J. Brian Atwood and said,
“T just talked to Hillary. And every time
she calls, she wants to see your budget
increase.” Al Gore chimed in, “Yeah,
every time Hillary goes on a trip, you
know, that's all we hear about from the
president.”

Jim Wolfensohn, president of the
World Bank, believes that women in de-
veloping nations have an “intuitive re-
spect” for Hillary. “When she travels,
there tends to be so much hoopla that it
is difficult to establish the human con-
tact. But somehow she manages to do
that. It's gone beyond the photo oppor-
tunity to substantive discussions.”
That is the same technique Hillary has
shown in New York in recent months
on her listening tour: traveling, meet-
ing with groups of people, trying to
draw out their concerns. The New York
media have been skeptical of Hillary’s
listening campaign, but that may be a
mistake: She has been perfecting this
strategy for years on overseas trips,
and she has used it to master compli-
cated policy issues that put most re-
porters to sleep. If she can do it in
Macedonia, her thinking seems to be,
she can do it in New York.

The first lady’s months on the cam-
paign trail in New York might justbe a
leave of absence from the world scene.
As Wolfensohn adds, “She tells me that
one of the reasons she wants to run for
the Senate is so that she can deal direct-
ly with America’s concerns abroad.”
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New York is no longer the most popu-
lous state in the Union nor the wealthi-
est nor the most cosmopolitan. Those
states are, respectively, California, Con-
necticut, and California again. Yet New
York remains the most powerful symbol
of American life around the world, and
with Hillary eager to play a role beyond
the shores of the United States, no Sen-
ate seat in the country matches her polit-
ical ambitions quite as well as the one
that will be vacated by Daniel Patrick
Moynihan next year.

Several factors prompted the first lady
to run. “For the last couple of years, I
had intended to live in New York after
the White House,” she says. “My mind
had already moved to that—long before
anyone talked to me about running for
office. I just imagined I would be living
there and working there. It seemed
serendipitous that what I infended to
do—live in New York—coincided with
what people were urging me to do.”

Hillary has also come to realize the

me out of the blue. It's not anything I
planned. It's not anything I thought ac-
tively about.” It is, instead, a continua-
tion of the work that she has been doing
since 1994—indeed, since her child-
hood in Chicago. In that context, a Sen-
ate run for Hillary doesn't seem sur-
prising; it seems almost inevitable.

Hillary flatly disavows the charge that
she can't be a candidate and a first lady
at the same time: “Most people who run
for political office have another job. A
member of the House who runs for the
Senate has to continue to be a member
of the House. A governor who runs for
president has to continue to be a gover-
nor. I see it in a similar light.”

In fact, Hillary says, her new role as
candidate is a boost to her work as first
lady, not a hindrance. “Whether it’s
campaigning on behalf of someone else
or whether I go forward on my own, I
will always be furthering the work that
I have done in the White House.”

Some pundits have suggested that

Hillary flatly disavows the charge
that she can't be a candidate
and the first lady. ‘Most people
who run for political office

have another job,”” she says.

role of the Senate in many of the issues
that she has already begun work on. “I
have seen in the last few years the im-
portance of what goes on in the Senate,”
she explains. “Time and again, impor-
tant decisions about our future were
made by one vote or a handful of votes in
the Senate.” She names Vice President
Gore's tie-breaking vote for the admin-
istration’s deficit-reduction plan in 1993
and the slim margin on the 1994 crime
bill as examples of the chamber’s role.
“These decisions have a direct impact
on how people live in New York,”
Hillary says. “So I decided I should be
part of that debate. If 'm fortunate
enough to persuade the people of New
York that I could be their representa-
tive, I want to be in the thick of it.”
Hillary is clearly excited by the
prospect of getting back to work after
having been a volunteer, and she denies

the suggestion that it's time for her ca-

reer, rather than her husband’s, to be
primary. “T just don't feel that way,” she
insists. “[Running for Senate] came to

Hillary isn't prepared for the rough-
and-tumble of a campaign in which she,
rather than her husband, is the candi-
date, but she sounds almost eager to
leap into the fray. Whether it's New York
City mayor Rudy Giuliani fundraising
in Arkansas, historian Doris Kearns
Goodwin questioning Hillary’s loyalty
to the Yankees, or comedian Jackie Ma-
son accusing her of exploiting her step-
grandfather to get the Jewish vote, she
is unflustered. “Most voters in New
York are more interested in what their
senator can do for them, not in the polit-
ical back-and-forth that plays out in so
much of the political commentary these
days,” she says. “That is just a diversion
to drown out what I would do for the
economy or what I would do for educa-
tion or how I would try to continue to
help people with health care.”

More than any first lady since Lady Bird
Johnson, Hillary Clinton has steeped
herself in the history of her predeces-
sors. She takes comfort in the knowl-

edge that even some of the more obscure
and seemingly docile first ladies affected
policy. Although she has been most
commonly compared to Eleanor Roo-
sevelt, who was similarly ambitious and
controversial, Hillary has also focused
on another legend: Dolley Madison.
“There is a special feeling I have about
Dolley,” Hillary says of the woman
whose reputation is fixed as the ice
cream-doling party girl but who was, in
reality, adept at subtle lobbying for the
her character, her skill, her sheer ener-
gy really set her apart. She was not only
a wonderful hostess but also a skilled
diplomat who could bring people togeth-
er and help them work on behalf of com-
mon causes.” At a White House costume
party several years ago, Hillary dressed
herself up as Dolley. It cannot be coinci-
dental that in 1844 the former first lady
was awarded an unprecedented hon-
orary congressional seat.
Ironically, the woman who had to ad-
Jjust from her very public responsibility
for health care reform to working more
discreetly on policy must now revert to
taking credit for what she'’s done. It isn't
easy. Between trips to New York for her
listening tour, Hillary told me of her re-
luctance to use the word I in reference
to achievements she's been behind. She
is used to speaking out on issues, she
says, but “really doing it for myself has
taken some getting used to.” She ad-
mits that this self-consciousness may be
“a sense that it's not appropriate to be
the person in the spotlight saying, "Hey,
look over here,’ as opposed to just look-
ing at the results. I like being part of a
team. I like having everyone feel that
they have a stake in what we're doing.
Maybe that’s more of a personal attitude,
or maybe it has something to do with
gender. I'm not sure.”

t’s not over yet. In the next 12

months, the first lady-cum-candidate

has an ambitious agenda. She reels
off “sensible gun control...doing what
needs to be done on Social Security and
Medicare...laying the groundwork for
diminishing and then eliminating the
national debt...the pension proposal...
raise the minimum wage again.”

The last time I spoke with her, the
first lady seemed increasingly more
comfortable mentioning her own work
than she had in previous conversa-
tions. On issues close to her, such as
adoption, child welfare, and the wel-
fare-to-work transition, she will “con-
tinue to push.” But there are new is-
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sues as well. “T've seen how important
farming is in my travels around New
York, because upstate New York has
been lagging behind the rest of the
state in job creation and income
growth,” she says. After all the years
of listening, Hillary is finally finding
her own voice.

HOW BOBBY DID IT

conTINuED FROM PAGE 3 him the election.

At the beginning of the campaign, he was the
fifth Beatle; the size and enthusiasm of the
crowds made up for his own lackluster style on
the hustings. Bobby hardly ever even men-
tioned his opponent, the Republican incumbent
Kenneth Keating, a grandfatherly figure from
Buffalo, and he was reluctant to comment on
Keating's record. Kennedy's campaign, RW. Ap-
ple observed in the Times, resembled a “per-
sonal-appearance tour by a movie star,” and re-
lied on glamour and nostalgia to insulate the
candidate from the uglier realities of a Senate
race. True, a certain section of the liberal intelli-
gentsia was from the first suspicious about
Bobby's past, about his uneasy relationship
with postwar liberalism, about the brutal, bul-
lying way he'd pushed around liberal idols like
Herbert Lehman, the former New York gover-
nor and senator, and Eleanor Roosevelt's
good-government protégés. But the grum-
blings of Gore Vidal had little effect on Bob-
by's strong showings in the early polls. Vidal
and his allies might revive old stories about
Bobby's apprenticeship under Joe McCarthy,
but in the war of liberal wits, such Kennedy
supporters as Arthur Schiesinger, John Ken-
neth Galbraith, and George Plimpton were
more than equal to the task of parrying their
opponents’ blows—sometimes literally. Plimp-
ton pushed playwright Arthur Kopit over a
sofa in the Manhattan apartment of Kennedy
aide William vanden Heuvel when Kopit pro-
nounced himself unable to vote for Bobby.

If Vidal and his compatriots failed to under-
mine Bobby's commanding lead in the polls,
they nevertheless succeeded in painting a dam-
aging picture of the candidate as a ruthless op-
portunist, a "little Torquemada,” in Vidal's
words, a creature of McCarthy. The picture was
just plausible enough to limit Bobby’s ability to
maneuver in important ways. Although Bobby
had been forced to turn to New York's Democ-
ratic party bosses for support early in the cam-
paign, he was determined to do nothing else

that could justify the reproaches of his liberal
critics. This left him in a quandary when, in Oc-
tober, the novelty of his glamour began to wear
off and the polls suggested that his popularity
was slipping. Afraid to do anything that might
lend credibility to the idea that he was a cruel
and unfeeling adventurer, Bobby at first re-
fused to strike out at his Republican opponent.
Keating, a white-haired teddy bear of a man,
was gaining strength, but Kennedy believed
that if he took the offensive against his courtly
adversary, it would confirm all the old percep-
tions that Vidal & Co. had worked to keep alive.

Keating himself came conveniently to the res-
cue. In September, in a bid for the Jewish vote,
Keating made the outlandish charge that as at-
torney general Bobby had been sympathetic to
the plight of former Nazis. The ploy backfired.
In Arthur Schiesinger’s view, Keating's miscal-
culation marked a turning point in the cam-
paign. The charge gave Bobby the excuse he
needed to attack Keating without looking like
a bully himself—and it revived, too, Bobby's
own fighting spirit, which had been over-
whelmed by his continuing melancholy, by the
as yet uncompleted processes of mourning.
On October 12, Columbus Day, Bobby, speak-
ing in Buffalo, responded to Keating's charge
with the kind of righteous indignation that
elicits voters’ sympathy. Keating's decision to
go negative, together with a successful adver-
tising blitz and the help of LBJ's coattails, en-
abled Kennedy to beat Keating by more than
700,000 votes on Election Day. “If he hadn't
attacked me,” Kennedy later said of his oppo-
nent, "I would have had a hell of a time."

The realities of a modern Senate campaign
have forced Hillary to show her hand earlier
than Bobby did. With the 2000 elections still a

.year away, Hillary will have to spend more time

in the earthy morass of local palitics than Bobby
did, and she will find it even harder to maintain
the pristine glow of her celebrity as she wades
through those unpromising bogs. She must wor-
ry that she will find herself, next October, in pre-
cisely the same position in which Bobby found
himself 35 Octobers ago—that of a candidate
who possesses all the liabilities of a public repu-
tation and none of the compensating assets of a
celebrity. The burden of Hillary's public reputa-
tion is, of course, very different from Bobby's,
but a questionable commodities trade, the con-
voluted finances of Whitewater, and an ill-con-
ceived attempt to reform the health care system
could nevertheless prove damaging in the un-
predictable ways that past mistakes often do. If

Bobby's 1964 race demonstrates anything, it's
that it is easy for even a shrewd palitician to
wind up at the mercy of his public reputation.

The specific lessons of Bobby's race may
mean less to Hillary than the things Bobby was
able to do with the office after he won it. Some
people have speculated that Hillary wouldn't re-
ally like being a senator, wouldn't really like be-
ing just another lawmaker in a crowded cham-
ber. But if she succeeds in following Bobby's
example, Hillary will be something more than an
ordinary senator. She will easily be the most fa-
mous person on Capitol Hill, and she will be
treated accordingly. When, three decades ago, a
senator complained that one of the committee
chairmen was giving Bobby preferential treat-
ment, the chairman denied it. I treat him the
same way I'd treat any future president,” the
chairman said. Like Bobby, Hillary too will com-
mand a certain deference in the Senate, and she
will find it easier than her colleagues to draw at-
tention to the causes she chooses to champion.
She will attract the brightest staffers, just as
Bobby did; when she travels abroad, she will take
with her, as he did, a media entourage that a sit-
ting president might envy. True, it will be difficult
for her to hold the kind of court that Bobby held
at Hickory Hill, a shadow government that at
times rivaled the White House in influence and
often outshone it in glamour. Hillary lacks the
capital to do that, but she could very well end up
being the most visible senator since RF.K.

Hillary undoubtedly sees herself as the natur-
al heir to Bobby's supercharged senatorial ca-
reer, and a number of old Kennedy hands have
come forward to validate her claim. In Septem-
ber, William vanden Heuvel hosted a fundraiser
for Hillary in his New York home. It was just like
the good old days, only this time there were no
reports of wavering playwrights being pushed
over sofas. Still, Hillary will not be able to claim
Bobby's senatorial mantle without a fight; her
most likely opponent, Rudy Giuliani, has an
equally plausible claim on RFK.'s legacy. The
mayor, after all, turned New York City around
with precisely the kind of tough, innovative pol-
itics that Bobby himself most admired. But if in
the end she succeeds in capturing Bobby's
legacy and his seat, Hillary, too, will have done
something that Bobby could wholeheartedly
approve: She will have proved herself to be, like
him, as tough as they come.

Michael Knox Beran is the author of The Last
Patrician: Bobby Kennedy and the End of
American Aristocracy.
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