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“By MARC HUMBERT=
“AP Political Writer=

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) _ Gov. George Pataki. who has himself toyed
with the idea of running for president, is prepared to endorse
Texas Gov. George W. Bush for the nomination, a veteran New York
Republican leader said Monday.

Staten Island Borough President Guy Molinari, a former
congressman and major New York backer of the Texag governor, said
his information came from ~“sources very high up in the governor's
office.'' Molinari refused to be more specific.

Pataki spokeswoman Zenia Mucha said Molinari was simply
speculating and hadn't gotten any such confirmation from anyone in
the governor's ¢ffice, including the governor.

The New York governor set off a round of political speculation
Monday by asking top state Republican leaders to join him next week
to talk over a major political announcement.

Even before Molinari spoke out there had been indications Pataki
might be preparing to jump on the growing bandwagon of major party
figures lining up behind Bush's expected presidential candidacy.

Such a move could help keep the New York governor on the list of
potential Bush running mates, several Pataki loyalists noted. It
would also quell growing criticism from Molinari and others that
Pataki's continued hesitancy to get behind Bush, as most ot GOP
govermors have done, could hurt New York Republicans.

"He hung in there as long as he could, but he has decided now
to come out publicly and support Geoxge Bush and I think it's high
time,'"' Molinari, the father of former U.S. Rep. Susan Molinari,
said.

““There was growing concern on the part of the elected
representatives and the political operatives in the state that New
York would be left out,'' Molinari said. ~~1 think it forced his
hand. '

The Bush camp said it didn't know what was up.

*“We certainly hope Governor Pataki will endorse the governor, '
Bush spokeswoman Karen Hughes said. ““We'd welcome his endorsement.
That would be very wvaluable.'!'

While Molinari, a veteran of New York politics with ties to
Pataki and to New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, said he was
certain of Pataki's plans, there was all sorts of other Speculation
about what the governor might be up to.

One hot rumor had Pataki throwing his own hat in the rlng for
next year's U.S. Senate race that Republican Giuliani and first
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton are already eyeing. Fueling that theory
is the fact there is no love lost between the mayor and the

governor.
““What I hear is cthat it's the Senate thing, that he wants to
run, '' one veteran New York GOP operative said, speaking on

condition of anonymity, said. The well- connected Republican guickly
added, ~"it's just a little bizarre.''

In fact, Pataki has said in the past that he has no interest in
tunning for the Senate. At one point, he told The New York Times it
would be more likely " “the Hindenburg would come back together.'!

another scenario had the New York governor kicking off some sort
of favorite son candidacy for president, tying up the state's GOP
national convention delegation to give him leverage at the event.



























































































































































































