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TO MARSHA BERRY

Preshrunk politics

From rapid response to pre-response

dazzled the press, and infuriat-

ed opponents, with selective
leaks? Even leaks damaging to his
own administration? That way, he
could scoop the opposition, and turn
even breaking scandal into ‘“old
news.” But the originator of the 24-
hour War Room knew what he was
doing. Even bad news can be good
news if selectively released. President-
elect W. must have been watching
down in Texas. And leamning. The re-
sult? A whole mock epic of spin over
the economy during the final days of
the presidential transition.

Call it post-modemn spin. It
transcends original spin. It
even rises above Bill Clin-
ton’s pre-emptive spin. It
is pre-pre-emptive, a
war of rhetorical first
strikes. It pits president
versus president-elect,
Slick v. Slicker.

Here'’s how it works:
Offering a rationale for
the . tax cut plan he's
been pushing all along, the Elect
points out that the once-vaunted econ-
onty is beginning to falter. A hefty tax
cut-would be just the fix to get the
economy pumping again.

And with this subtle sleight of fore-
casting, W. can (a) fulfill his campaign
pledge to cut taxes, and (b) blame any
economic slump on his predecessor.
We need a tax cut to deal with this
forthcoming recession that hasn't yet
forthcomed but which has been in-
Pen‘ted from the Clinton administra-
ion.

! Pre-empt that!

. Slick as ever, and now with a used
legacy to sell, Bill Clinton rose (or
Stooped) to the highly political occa-
bion. As you knew he would. The
bconomy is in good shape, he coun-
tered, doubtless hoping you haven't
got your profit-sharing report yet, or
don’'t know what the NASDAQ has
been doing since April. Furthermore,
if Dubya keeps talking about a re-
cession, then it'll surely happen. It's
the ‘power of negative thinking,

If all this sounds familiar, it should.
Jts a technique pioneered by Slick

REME:MBER the way Bill Clinton

Willie himself. Remember how he en-
tered office after claiming that the
country was in the throes of the worst
economic conditions since the Great
Depression? He depicted the Bush
dip in the Reagan Recovery as a cat-
astrophe, so there'd be no way to go
but up once he took office. Slick

Now the still-Alpha Male has
moved in for the pre-pre-emptive
strike; Not only is the economy in
good shape, but it's so darn good that
the accumulating surpluses—$19 tril-
lion and counting, and we've got the
charts to prove it'—could erase all of
the publicly held
debt by the end of
the decade. That is,
if the next, Republi-
can administration
doesn't screw it all
up with a tax cut.

Tax-cut that!

The only problem
with the president's
counter-forecasting
is fuzzy math, as we say in Bush-

speak The guesstimated Clinton

surplus of $19 trillion is based on

the assumption that Congress will nev-
er cut taxes or increase spending.
And we all know how realistic that
forecast is—like mild, sunny days for-
ever.

The Republicans just spent the last
several months campaigning for tax
cuts while the Democrats spent the
last months campaigning for new gov-
ermnment programs. But to hear him
prognosticate, Bill Clinton must've
spent those months in a bubble, or
maybe obsessed with defeating Jay
Dickey. Because his budgetary pro-
jection comes from a world uninhab-
ited by tax-cutters or spenders, Re-
publicans or Democrats, or anything
real.

It's quite a show, in a post-modern
way: Dubya’s battling a recession that
hasn't quite materialized, and Bill's
trumpeting a surplus that doesn't
quite exist. Were not sure how this
everescalating cycle of spin, pre-spin
and hyperspin will end, if it ever
does. Meanwhile, the heedless econ-
omy just keeps plummeting Or boom-
ing. Or both. Take your pick
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‘Banana republic’ bunch peels

The tax-trouble magnet resolves to,
“Pay taxes, fish more, pay taxes, eat
nfore catfish, pay taxes, eat a lot of ba-
nanas — I heard we have a bumper
crop this year — and pay taxes."”

Tommy Smith, KMJX-FM, 105.1, disc

caffeinated beverages.

4 Get my staff band,
Capitol Offense, a gig at a
White House function.
5,.0ut:fish Jennings Os-
borne when we go to his
lake, 6. Out<eat him when

Here it is, Day Four of another
new year, and how many New
Year’s resolutions already have
been broken?

The following are resolutions
some Arkansans are going to at

least try and keep. jockey: Smith, whose brief departure
4 : ¥ wedetak: bar t;ecl:t{)e.é)n sect- from KMJX provided much Paper
_Gov. Mike Huckabee: Along 3nth t?‘ugh v e RO Trails fodder this fall, says, “I resolve to
woth poking some gentle funat BY CARRIE de et sy anct Hugy, | 222dle all my public afais through
LISed, i covernorpoliiciy enu: t lady Janet Huck-  Carrie Rengers of the Arkansas
merates his long list: RENG ERS altfe “I resolve like every Denmm%tgzzette ' Smith also plans “to
h other Arkansan to eat join the Papa Doc Huckabee Banana
and the Bible sanes & BatTes. i less, exercise more, help  Pudding Republic weight loss pro-
Ve others and enjoy life.” gram.”

sugar and more fruit, especially ba*

nanas. 3 Drink more water and fewer' .= Jennings Osborne, philanthropist; Pat Lynch, KABZ-FM, 103.7, talk show

slippery resolutions |

host: The fired KARN-AM, 820, host
says, “I'm going to try not to be such a
flighty job hopper in 2001.” The well-fed
Lynch also says, “I'm going to resolve to
keep my weight up.”

Skip Rutberford, Clinton presldenﬁa]
library planner: The original Friend of
Bill resolves “to agree with one Paul
Greenberg editorial.”

Bill Valentine, Arkansas Travelers
general manager: Valentine apparently
is not impressed with this newspaper’s
sports editor, Wally Hall, or at least his
understanding of words. Valentine re-
solves to “send Wally a dictionary that
can be read by any Tom, Dick or Har

1v." And, since the Travelers are now a
farm team for the Anaheim Angels,
Valentine says, “I'm changing my whole
persona. I'm going to become an angel
in 2001." A

Bob Hupp, Arkansas Repertory The-
atre producing director: The supposedly
‘“mild and moderate” Arkansas climate
was a selling point for the new artistic
director, who hails from the Northeast
Now, Hupp says, “I am resolved to no
longer believe anyone who tells me the
climate in Arkansas is moderate."”

See TRAILS on Page 4E
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Trails

e Continued trom Page 1E

State Seu. Mike Beebe: 'My
New Year's resolution is to have
more patience, and I want it right
now."

Michael Marion, Allte] Arena
general manager: Marion was cha-
grined when Boyz II Men, the only
rhythm-and-blues show he booked
all year, canceled in 2000 after the
band’s opening acts already
warmed up the crowd. So his res-
olution “is to book an R&B con-
cert that actually plays — where
the lead act actually goes on stage
and does a full show.”

Mayor Jun Dailey: “I'm going to
read more for entertainment. I
love reading. ... Oftentimes I get
bogged down in things I have to
read relating to the city."”

The mayor has given up trying
to give up bad habits for his New
Year's resolutions.

“The older I get, the more I be-
come accepting of my bad habits,
you know. I'm probably not going
to change those.”

Jane Hankins, artist: Like many
Arkansans this winter, Hankins
resolves to “get some gas logs
installed. That's the first thing I'm
doing.” And, once she's warm,
Hankins plans “to meditate more
often.”

Julie Baldridge Speed, another
freezing woman: Though she gen-

erally does not make New Year's
resolutions, Speed obliged a re-
quest. “As my family huddles in
the cold and dark, I resolve to add
a wood stove, several oil lamps
and possibly a cistern to our
home support system.” The rest of
the year, Speed resolves “to talk
less and listen more — which I'll
break”

Buddy Villines, Pulaski County
judge: Villines is a fan of the new
“natural .golf" sport, which is pop-
ular with “those of us who are
over 40.” His resolution is “to
break 80 and to beat Keith Jones.”

Keith Jones, Central Arkansas
Transit Authority executive direc-
tor: “My New Year's resolution is
to let Judge Villines think that he
beat me. It will take all of my act-
ing skills to do that."

Butch Stone, concert promoter:
It was hard to keep up with Stone
and all his lawsuits — even for
him — so “this year I want to be
nice to everyone, I truly, honest to
God, hope this year I have a
peaceful year." He says he did
some soul-searching over Christ-
mas. “I'm going to make a point to
be as nice to everybody as I can.”

Stacy Pittman, Cranford John-
son Rebinson Woads senior vice
president of public relations:
Pittman plans “to discover a way
to educate the uneducated public
about the importance of a strong
public education system in Ar-
kansas.”

Steve Stephens, public relations

TO MARSHA BERRY P.88-68

man about town: “My New Year's
resolution is to try to read faster
and need less sleep.” How does
he plan to do it? “Well, I don't
know. That's the challenge.” Since
he'll be sleeping less, Stephens
hopes to have more time to “try
and find out why kamikaze pilots
wore helmets.” It's a question he's
thought about for years. “Have
you ever stopped to think about
that?”

HOT TIP? QUIRKY STORY? UVRLY TALE?
Call Cammie Rengers at (501) 378-3892
or e-mail her al:

camie_rengers@adg.ardemngaz.com
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Copyright 2001 The Atlanta Constitution
The Atlanta Journal and Constitution

January 3, 2001, Wednesday, Home Edition

SECTION: News; Pg. 6A
LENGTH: 537 words
HEADLINE: NOTEBOOK: Griffin Bell joins advisory team
BYLINE: Staff reports and news services
SOURCE: CONSTITUTION
BODY :

Dade, Broward, Pasco, Santa Rosa, Osceola, Okaloosa and Highlands
counties.
Clinton's Senate debut shows she's not typical

Hillary Rodham Clinton says she isn't expecting any special treatment when she
arrives in the Senate as the only first lady ever elected to office. But that
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Copyright 2001 Newsday, Inc.
Newsday (New York, NY)

<=1> View Related Topics
January 3, 2001, Wednesday ALL EDITIONS
SECTION: NEWS; Page A0S
LENGTH: 588 words
HEADLINE: SWEARING-IN TODAY FOR SEN. CLINTON
BYLINE: By Elaine S. Povich. WASHINGTON BUREAU
BODY :

Washington-Hillary Rodham Clinton, looking forward to her historic
swearing-in today as the only first lady to be elected senator, yesterday began
putting together

official opening of the 107th Congress, beginning with the seating of 11
new senators and all 435 House members. President Bill Clinton and their
daughter Chelsea plan to look on from the visitor's gallery.

PERSON: HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON (95%); HILLARY CLINTON (94%); BILL

CLINTON (94%); WILLIAM (BILL) JEFFERSON CLINTON (92%); WILLIAM JEFFERSON 'BILL'
CLINTON (92%); TAMERA ...

SUBJECT: HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON.SENATE. LEGISLATORS (90%); PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS (78%); CAMPAIGNS & ELECTIONS (78%); HEALTH CARE

POLICY (77%); FUNDRAISING (67%);
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Copyright 2001 Newsday, Inc,
Newsday (New York, NWY)

January 3, 2001, Wednesaday NASSAU AND SUFFOLK EDITION

SECTION: NEWS; Page Al7
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BYLINE: THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

BODY :

Lowey had considered running for the Senate seat vacated by Daniel Patrick
Moynihan. She bowed out when Hillary Rodham Clinton entered the race.
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Copyright 2001 Newsday, Inc
Newsday (New York, NY)

<=1> View Related Topics
January 3, 2001, Wednesday NASSAU AND SUFFOLK EDITION
SECTION: NEWS; Page Al7
LENGTH: 536 words
HEADLINE: PATAKI'S PLAN FOR UPSTATE ECONOMY
BYLINE: By Katie Thomas. ALBANY BUREAU
BODY :
Albany-Two months after Hillary Clinton did surprisingly well among upstate

voters, Gov. George Pataki unveiled an upstate revitalization plan yesterday
aimed

PERSON: GEORGE PATAKI (96%); HILLARY CLINTON (74%); HILLARY RODHAM
CLINTON (74%); ANDREW CUOMO (55%); H CARL MCCALL (55%); CHARLES SCHUMER (53%);
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Copyright 2001 Journal Sentinel Inc.
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

January 2, 2001 Tuesday FINAL EDITION

SECTION: NEWS; Pg. 06B
LENGTH: 582 words
HEADLINE: Noteworthy
BYLINE: From Journal Sentinel wire reports
BODY :

Paul II topped a poll of the man most admired by Americans, while New
York Sen.-elect Hillary Rodham Clinton took the honors for most admired woman.

The president and the pope each received 6% of the votes in a CNN/

Hillary Clinton won in a landslide with 19%, while talk show host Oprah
Winfrey and former British Prime Minister

for second with 4% each.
President Clinton has led the poll, conducted by Gallup, every year since
1993. Hillary Clinton has also consistently ranked high, peaking at the height

of the impeachment scandal in 1998 with 28% of the vote.

Hudson marries rocker

PERSON: HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON (94%); WILLIAM JEFFERSON 'BILL'

CLINTON (92%); WILLIAM (BILL) JEFFERSON CLINTON (92%); KATE HUDSON (79%); POPE
JOHN PAUL II (74%); JERI RYAN (71%); HILLARY CLINTON (70%); JEAN 'GOLDIE'

HAWN (65%); HOWARD HUGHES (58%); ROD STEWART (58%); TROY HARTMAN (58%); CHRIS
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Copyright 2001 Newsday, Inc.
Newsday (New York, NY)

<=1> View Related Topics
January 2, 2001, Tuesday NASSAU AND SUFFOLK EDITION
SECTION: NEWS; Page A03
LENGTH: 626 words

HEADLINE: NEW NY TAX RELIEF / PATAKI PLAN: EXPAND STAR TO CUT COUNTY BILLS FOR
SOME

BYLINE: By Jordan Rau. ALBANY BUREAU
BODY :

constituencies for Republicans: elderly homeowners and upstate residents
who have recently strayed from their Republican roots, helping elect Democrat

Hillary Rodham Clinton to the U.S. Senate last fall.

It also would alleviate local property taxes throughout the state, and would
come at a particularly

PERSON: GEORGE PATAKI (96%); HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON (56%) ;
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Copyright 2001 Sentinel Communications Co.
THE ORLANDO SENTINEL

January 2, 2001 Tuesday, METRO
SECTION: EDITORIAL; Pg. All
LENGTH: 740 woxrds
HEADLINE: PUBLIC SERVANTS DESERVING OF HONOR
BYLINE: David Broder, Washington Post Writers Group

BODY :

not because of the bills he passed but because of the force of the ideas
he championed. The intellect of the Senate, and, on occasion, its conscience, as
well, he leaves his successor, Hillary Rodham Clinton, a large pair of shoes to
EA4

One of Moynihan's proteges, retired Sen. Bob Kerrey of Nebraska, also marched
to his own

PERSON: JIM ROGAN (73%); DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN (63%); BOB KERREY (59%); JIM
HUNT (59%) ; HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON (50%) ;
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Copyright 2001 Sentinel Communications Co.
THE ORLANDO SENTINEL

January 2, 2001 Tuesday, METRO
SECTION: SPORTS,; Pg. C2
LENGTH: 800 words
HEADLINE: I CAN'T BELIEVE HE'S NOT FABIO'S BROTHER
BYLINE: David Whitley, Sentinel Columnist
BODY :
air

conditioning at Caesars Palace goes haywire and drops the casino temperature

to 39 degrees.
2084 -- FSU beats Hillary Clinton University 42-39 in the CogswellCogs.com

Asteriod Bowl to finish in the AP top four for the 97th

LOAD-DATE: January 2, 2001

AR

= LEXIS'NEXIS ' LEXIS'NEXIS 7 LEXIS-NEXIS




Page 10

LEVEL 1 - 9 OF 156 STORIES

Copyright 2001 McClatchy Newspapers, Inc.
Sacramento Bee

<=1> View Related Topics
January 2, 2001, Tuesday METRO FINAL EDITION
SECTION: MAIN NEWS; Pg. Al
LENGTH: 1420 words
HEADLINE: 107th Congress: Naughty or nice?
BYLINE: Lawrence M. O'Rourke Bee Washington Bureau
DATELINE: Washington

BODY :
break ties.

The Senate may also see the dawning of a pronounced ideological swing
Wednesday when new Democratic senators, including Hillary Rodham Clinton of New
York, Jean Carnahan of Missouri and Debbie Stabenow of Michigan, are sworn in.
All are to the left of the men they are replacing. The Republican
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Copyright 2001 The Chronicle Publishing Co.
The San Francisco Chronicle

JANUARY 2, 2001, TUESDAY, FINAL EDITION
SECTION: EDITORIAL; Pg. Al6; LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
LENGTH: 1442 words
HEADLINE: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BODY:
AMSTER

Oakland

POLITICAL POINTS

Editor -- Three points in the aftermath of the November election:

1) Book reviewers praised Hillary Clinton's book, "It Takes a Village,"
using such terms as "an extraordinary book," "we should all be reading it,"

"compelling" and "a
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