

























































































who ignited the peace process in Northern Ireland and pushed it to agreement with a high degree of
personal commitment.

But even as Clinton visited Dublin and Dundalk, and moved on Tuesday night to Belfast for talks with
Northern Ireland leaders, the peace process was being threatened. Northern Ireland First Minister
David Trimble has excluded Sinn Fein, the political wing of the Irish Republican Army, from
North-South political bodies because of Protestant anger over the IRA's failure to give up weapons.

Sinn Fein is unhappy with terms of a police reform that it argues has been watered down to meet
Protestant objections. And Trimble faces deep opposition within his Ulster Unionist Party to his
policies.

These disputes come against a background of renewed tit-for-tat violence that has seen one
Protestant and one Catholic slain in the past week. White House officials cautioned before Clinton's
visit that they did not expect breakthroughs in the peace process, but said Clinton would try to
persuade political leaders to stay the course and not let the province sink back into full-scale
violence.

Clinton was accompanied by Senator-elect Hillary Rodham Clinton, their daughter, Chelsea, and
his mother-in-law, Dorothy Rodham. Wherever they went, the Irish hailed Clinton as a historic
peacemaker and he lavished them with praise while boasting of his Irish roots on his mother's side.

"It's marvelous that this good man has come to our town," said Dundalk housewife Frances Hearty.
"He is the only one who has done anything to help with the troubles in Northern Ireland. We are
very annoyed about the reputation Dundalk has acquired because of the Real IRA. It's unfair,
because this is a good town. I hope President Clinton's visit might help the peace process."

"We love him here," said Chris Joyce, 38, a mechanic. "Everybody loves Clinton. I couldn't believe it
when he announced he was coming. This will send out a positive image of the town."

"If it weren't for Clinton, there wouldn't have been any peace process," said Jimmy Quigley, 45, a
laborer. "I'm proud of him for what he did. Everybody is glad to see peace at last."

Protestant leaders in Northern Ireland had urged Clinton to use his Dundalk speech to announce he
was formally outlawing the Real IRA in the U.S., a move that would prevent it from raising funds
there. But he made no direct reference to any party to the conflict. His speech was full of sentimental
references to Ireland, but also carried a warning and a plea.

"Life teaches us over and over and over again that in the end you cannot win by making your
neighbor lose," he said. "Nothing will compare to the gift Ireland gives the world if you make peace
here permanent. You can give people all over the world desperately needed hope and proof that
peace can prevail; that the past is history, not destiny."

Clinton ended his speech with a prayer: "May the road of peace rise up to meet you. May the wind
of prosperity be always at your back. And may the God of St. Patrick hold you in the hollow of his
hand."

Afterward, he joined townspeople in singing "Danny Boy," reputed to be one of his favorite songs.

Then he plunged into the crowd, pumping hands for about 10 minutes before leaving in a motorcade
for the 90-minute drive to Belfast.

Earlier in the day, looking tired after the flight from Washington, he called on President Mary
McAleese, held talks with Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahern and attended a civic reception at the
headquarters of the Guinness breweries in Dublin.

In a speech at the reception, he recalled obliquely that past U.S. presidents had not involved
themselves in Northern Ireland affairs out of concern for offending the British government. "We
seemed paralyzed and prevented from playing a constructive role," he said, adding that he decided to
change that policy in the hope the Irish and the British would be better off. That, he said, had come to
pass.

Clinton joked that when he began his involvement, "half the political experts in my country thought I
had lost my mind." After several all-night sessions of phone calls back and forth between Ireland
and Washington, he said, he concluded "I had lost my mind." But he said the effort had been worth it.












































































































Ms McShane added that she was keen to get the opportunity to inspect the new Odyssey complex.
Caroline McDonald, 52, from Ballyclare, County Antrim spoke of it as an"historic" day for the
province. She said: "The president didn't have to come here. It's the end of his (term in) office and it

shows his continuing commitment to peace in Northern Ireland."

Although Mrs McDonald had her doubts about what Mr Clinton could achieve during his political
discussions, she stressed that he could "create a desire among the public to do something."

For Sean Rafferty, principal of the Christian Brothers Secondary School on Belfast's Glen Road,
taking his students to the Odyssey provided an opportunity to acknowledge America's economic
impact on the next generation of Northern Ireland's workforce.

"Thirty years ago it was felt that all there was for the youth was emigration - the opportunity for
employment wasn't there," he said.

"But American support in the peace process and investment changed all that. These are young people
who can look forward to the prospect of good jobs with a future.

"A lot of that is down to the involvement of Bill Clinton, who has been a significant catalyst.

"These are 14 and 15-year-olds who, in 20 years time, can maybe look back and say that they were
part of the beginning of something."

But among the teenagers waiting to get into the arena there was an element of cynicism.

Caroline Crawford, 18, an 'A" level politics student at Hunter House school in south Belfast,
remained nonchalant about the whole event.

"I'm a fan of US politics, but not of Clinton as such," she said.
"I want to see him manipulate the crowd because it's all to do with personality and image."

Despite the lengthy queues the mood remained upbeat, prompted, no doubt by the bright sunshine
which had replaced the grey early moming rain.

As the public stood outside the venue they were approached by a man handing out religious tracts
emblazoned with the question 'why did he come?'

An evident reference to Jesus Christ rather than Bill Clinton, Robert O'Neill from Harryville Gospel
Hall in Ballymena, County Antrim nevertheless couldn't resist exploiting the coincidence.

"The leaflets were specifically picked out because of the relevance to the president's visit," he said.

Cross-community school choirs from Belfast and Portadown, County Armagh, a drum ensemble and
choral group had all earlier contributed to the festive feel. '

For young Gavin Corrigan, a boy soprano with the Belfast School of Music Youth Choir, his
excitement was tempered with nerves as he prepared to sing 'See the Baby Jesus' for the large
crowd.

But the 12-year-old was determined not to be daunted, insisting: "I'd like to get Bill Clinton's
autograph for my song sheet."

Then, of course, there was the effort of Belfast singer Brian Kennedy, who kept the largely youthful
audience entertained with a string of his best known compositions.

Even the stage bore witness to the carefully choreographed theme of reconciliation. A backdrop
declared: 'Belfast, Northern Ireland - the gateway to peace’'.

Little did the public realise the level of planning that had gone into organising the Odyssey for the
arrival of the US first family.

Work which continued through the night to set up the stage, sound system and media facilities meant








































































Minister David Trimble's refusal to allow Sinn Fein to participate in North-South ministerial talks
between Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic.

Clinton addressed some of these issues head-on. He said an independent commission report on
police reform must be implemented, the security situation must be normalized and arms must be put
beyond use.

"Somehow these processes must take place together," he said. "There has to be a belief you can only
go forward together."

Clinton challenged ordinary people in Northern Ireland to become engaged in the peace process by
showing their political leaders they do not accept a return to violence.

GRAPHIC: PHOTOPHOTO: Making his third visit to Northem Ireland, President Clinton greets
a child Wednesday after his speech to 8,000 in a new Belfast civic center. Reuters photo by Dan
Chung.
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Bill Clinton's legacy as president has been burnished by peace and prosperity, tamished by
impeachment, and now diminished by the failure of Vice President Al Gore to succeed him.

Admired by friend and foe for his political skills, Clinton survived eight bruising years of scandal and
partisan clashes with congressional Republicans while presiding over one of the best economies in
U.S. history.

Yet the legacy he so carefully tried to nurture could not survive an election in which he was largely
kept on the sidelines by a Democratic nominee who considered him a liability--and at times seemed
to back away from the administration's record.

This tactic proved frustrating to Clinton, if for no other reason than that one of the definitions of a
successful legacy is to have it confirmed and continued by voters. Now with Gore's loss, the GOP
will control the presidency and both houses of Congress--exactly the reverse of when Clinton and
Gore took office in 1993.

This is a bitter result for a president who saw a more productive, information-driven economy
blossom in his administration and make millions of Americans wealthier. The twist for Clinton is that
such good times failed to extend his legacy. With people largely content with prosperity, Gore did not
capitalize on such good times, political analysts said.

The only consolation for the president is that his wife, Hillary Rodham Clinton, won election to the
Senate from New York and could be a party powerhouse over the next several years. If her
husband's ideals are to be kept alive, she would likely be the one to do it.

A self-styled New Democrat, Clinton took the party toward the middle when he was elected in 1992
in the midst of an economic slowdown. He pushed deficit reduction, tougher measures to control
crime (including hiring up to 100,000 police officers), free trade agreements and welfare reform--all
of which were adopted. Yet his signature health-care reform legislation, developed by his wife, went
down to spectacular defeat.

Clinton brought to Washington a new style of governing, the so-called permanent campaign, in which
partisan charge is met with partisan countercharge and legislative battles are often fought like political
races. Sometimes this worked to win passage of legislation, but sometimes it created hard feelings
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President expounds on the threat of global poverty, then has tea with the queen and goes shopping
for jewelry.
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BODY:
Coventry, England -— President Clinton on Thursday used perhaps his final foreign policy address
abroad to extol the virtues of globalization as a powerful tool against worldwide poverty.

Clinton also clearly enjoyed the final day of this brief sweep through Ireland and Britain, one of the
few opportunities left for him to relish the many benefits of being an American president.

He ended his visit in Shakespeare country, an apt place for a grand exit.

In an address here at Warwick University, the president rejected the arguments of the
anti-globalization movement, which holds that rapid expansion of open markets enriches Western
capitalists at the expense of poor countries. Demonstrators opposed to globalization severely
disrupted World Trade Organization talks in Seattle last year.

"I disagree with thé anti-globalization protesters who suggest that poor countries should somehow be
saved from development by keeping their doors closed to trade," he said. "I think that is a recipe for
continuing (poor countries') poverty, not erasing it."

To intermittent applause, Clinton argued that poverty poses a much greater threat to the future than
any dangers of a globalized economy.

"We have seen how abject poverty accelerates turmoil and conflict," Clinton said. "How it creates
recruits for terrorists, and those who incite ethnic and religious hatred. How it fuels the violent
rejection of the open economic and social order upon which our future depends. The more we help
the rest of the world, the better it will be for us. Global poverty is a powder keg ignitable by our
indifference."

He also called upon wealthy countries to end agricultural subsidies to make it easier for farmers in
developing countries to compete in the world marketplace. Clinton said such a change would
generate $ 20 billion a year in income for poor countries.

Before going to Warwick, the president paid a social call on Queen Elizabeth II at Buckingham
Palace. He and first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton had coffee, tea and cookies in the Queen's
Audience room in the palace's private residence. Chelsea was given a tour of the palace's State
Rooms.

Atfter visiting the queen, the Clintons stopped in Notting Hill for a little shopping on the famed
Portobello Road. With Secret Service agents keeping the delighted crowd at bay, they popped into
antique shops and a jewelry shop.

Clinton, who is familiar with English ways from his days at Oxford as a Rhodes scholar, popped into
a pub while his wife continued shopping,

Just before the motorcade roared into Portobello Road, the power went off in the shops, restaurants
and stores.

Even though the outage was unrelated to the visit, Clinton apologized to the pub patrons. "Feel free
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Britain swooned under a bit of U.S. President Bill Clinton's acclaimed charm yesterday as he visited
with the Queen over coffee, tea and cookies after urging Americans to rally around their Republican
president-elect.

Now in the final days of his presidency, Clinton's trip with his family to Northern Ireland and
England mixed international affairs with the more pleasurable pursuits of the average tourist.

Clinton defended globalization in a speech at the University of Warwick in Coventry after some
shopping and a pub lunch in London's trendy Notting Hill.

His last foreign trip was also a chance to bid an official farewell to an old friend, British Prime
Minister Tony Blair.

The warmth of Clinton and Blair's relationship was often on display during the two-day visit, Clinton
frequently taking his friend by the arm when they appeared publicly together.

Before his speech on globalization, Blair paid tribute to Clinton as a president who used his
international influence wisely, and as someone who brought Europe and the United States closer
together.

"Bill Clinton has been a true leader of the Western world, he has been a friend and a counsellor to me
and other leaders right round this world," said Blair.

But the final lap of the Clinton road show wasn't all about dinner with the Blairs at Chequers -- the
prime minister's country residence -- and seeing the London sights.

His speech at Warwick tied a call for a worldwide attack on poverty with his support for
globalization, under assault from social and environmental organizations.

Directly taking on the protesters who have disrupted meetings of major world economic :
organizations in Seattle and Prague in the Czech Republic, Clinton said globalization offers hope for
the poor.

"I disagree with the anti-globalization protesters who suggest that poor countries should somehow be
saved from development by keeping their doors closed to trade," he said. "I think that is a recipe for
continuing their poverty, not erasing it."

A day earlier in Belfast, Clinton attempted to breathe new life into the Northern Ireland peace
process his administration helped start two years ago, but stands stalled today on the details of the
peace agreement's implementation.

The Clintons spent the night at Chequers, where they and the Blairs sat up into the early moming
watching Vice-President Al Gore's concession speech on television.

After everyone else went to bed, Clinton and his daughter Chelsea sat up to watch George W. Bush
speak for the first time as president-elect.

"I think we ought to use this opportunity to let the country come together and try to get the new
administration off to a good start," Clinton said in his appeal to Americans deeply divided by the
protracted legal battle for the U.S. presidency.

















