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in campaign tactics, the New York Republican Party 
said it is dropping a telephone campaign that linked

phone calls were about to stop anyway, and he didn’t 
have anything to do with them. However, he said that

I
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her to the terrorist attack that killed 17 U.S. sailors two 
weeks ago in Yemen.

The Republican candidate, Rep. Rick Lazio, said the 

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

New York telephone campaign dropped
One day after Senate candidate Hillary Rodham 

Clinton pronounced herself the victim of “a new low” 

the issue they raised was legitimate. "Mrs. Clinton 
takes money from people who believe violence and 
terrorism are a legitimate tool,” Lazio said. Clinton last 
week returned $50,000 raised at an event sponsored 
by the American Muslim Alliance after it was reported 
that the group’s leader defended the use of armed 
force by Palestinians against Israel.

The phone calls told undecided voters that Clinton 
took money from an Arab group that “openly brags 
about its support for a Mideast terrorism group, the 
same kind of terrorism that killed our sailors.”

Clinton said Sunday that Lazio and the state GOP 
“still owe an apology to the families who lost their 
sons and daughters and loved ones on the USS Cole."

Also Sunday, the New York Post reported Lazio lead­
ing, 47%-45%, but that's within the margin of error, 
and pollster John Zogby said the race remains “too 
close to call.” - Kathy Kiely



THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2000

I

Continued on Page A24

r

r,

r■ —

a
M

Y •'.

r

KjL >. ►.

*-

'

R ■■■ ‘ • '*

Michelle V. Agins/The New York Times 

Rick A. Lazio with Patrick Golden, 2, and his father, Councilman Martin 
J. Golden of Brooklyn, yesterday. The Republican Party says it has 
stopped phone calls linking Muslim donors to Hillary Rodham Clinton 
with terrorism. Mr. Lazio refused to apologize for the calls. Page A22.

By ADAM NAGOURNEY and MARJORIE CONNELLY

Despite three televised debates eled the region this weekend. And 
and a barrage of television adver- respondents to the poll also said that 
tisements and attacks, voter opin- Mr. Lazio deserved the credit for 
ions about Hillary Rodham Clinton
and Rick A. Lazio appear largely
static as the candidates enter the
final week of their contest, with Mrs.
Clinton’s prospects in the election
now very much dependent on the
extent her supporters turn out, ac­
cording to the latest New York
Times/CBS News Poll.

The poll, • taken Wednesday
through Saturday, suggested that
some of Mr. Lazio’s central attacks
on Mrs. Clinton in this final month of
the Senate campaign had yet to take
hold. Voters overwhelmingly be­
lieved that the first lady would do a
better job at overhauling the health
care system, even after a week of
attacks by Mr. Lazio in which he
raised her failed advocacy of a na­
tional health care plan in 1994. And a
slight majority said Mrs. Clinton was
the stronger advocate of Israel, de­
spite Mr. Lazio’s escalating attacks
on her Middle East views at a time of
increasing unrest in the region.

But voters were equally divided
over which candidate would do a
better job of improving the New
York economy. Voters upstate,
which is overwhelmingly Republi­
can, gave Mr. Lazio a slight edge,
despite Mrs. Clinton’s persistent at­
tempts to portray Mr. Lazio as un­
concerned about upstate economic
problems, most recently as she trav-

Poll Finds Little Voter Movement 
In Race for Senate in New York

an 
agreement in the race to restrict 
campaign contributions, even though 
most said it would not influence how 
they voted.

Mrs. Clinton now has an eight­
point lead over Mr. Lazio, 49 percent 
to 41 percent. That is statistically 
unchanged from the previous 
Times/CBS News Poll taken in Sep­
tember, when Mrs. Clinton had a 
nine-point lead, 48 percent to 39 per­
cent. When this latest poll was ad­
justed to take into account how unde­
cided voters said they were leaning, 
Mrs. Clinton led Mr. Lazio by 52 
percent to 44 percent.

The eight-point lead in the latest 
Times/CBS News Poll is relatively 
consistent with the findings of most, 
though not all, public polls over the 
last month, and suggests both why 
Mr. Lazio was attacking Mrs. Clinton 
so intensely during the last debate, 
on Friday night, and the air of confi­
dence that has settled in around Mrs. 
Clinton’s camp in recent days.

Still, even with the margin sug­
gested by this poll — which would be 
considered wide by the standard of 
recent New York elections — the 
results suggest abundant reasons for 
concern by Mrs. Clinton and hope for 
Mr. Lazio as they enter the last eight 
days of their contest.

Mr. Lazio’s supporters seem much
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Poll Finds Little Movement in the Senate Race
Continued From Page Al

How the Poll Was Conducted
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more likely to turn out on Election 
Day, driven less by an allegiance to 
the Republican Senate candidate and 
more by their dislike of Mrs. Clinton; 
25 percent of Mr. Lazio’s supporters 
cited their dislike of Mrs. Clinton in 
explaining their choice, compared 
with just 6 percent of Mrs. Clinton’s 
supporters who said they were moti­
vated to vote against Mr. Lazio.

What is more, if it appears that 
Vice President Al Gore is going to 
win New York easily — this poll 
suggests he is 21 points ahead of 
George W. Bush in New York, 52 to 31 
percent — then Democrats may not 
bother to turn out in the numbers 
Mrs. Clinton needs to win the race. If 
the percentage of voter turnout falls 
near 45 percent, then Mrs. Clinton’s 
edge in the Times/CBS News Poll 
shrinks to just a few percentage 
points.

Mrs. Clinton is clearly concerned 
about Democrats turning out on her 
behalf, and she spent much of yester­
day urging supporters to be sure to 

about health care reform made a lot 
of sense,” Bruce Gronich, 41 a Demo­
crat and an architect from Plain­
view, N.Y., said in a follow-up inter­
view. “She was trying to do the right 
thing.”

But Donald Hoffman, 72, a sales 
manager from Queens, who does not 
identify himself with either party, 
echoed some of the criticism that Mr. 
Lazio has voiced in recent days. “I 
felt she was out of line in that it was a 
government function, not the func­
tion of an individual, even though she 
is the first lady,” he said. “It was an 
unauthorized act and she should not 
have been doing that. I think it was a 
grab for power for her.”

Similarly, the issue that Mr. Lazio 
adopted as a flagship issue a month 
ago — trying to force a ban on the use 
of so-called soft-money for commer­
cials — seems to have won him more 
good will than actual support from 
voters. Nearly 80 percent of respond­
ents said that the ban was a good 
idea, and about 40 percent said that 
Mr. Lazio deserved the credit for it, 
notwithstanding Mrs. Clinton’s claim 
that she first proposed the idea. But 
nearly half the respondents said that 
would not influence their vote at all. 

Mr. Lazio’s attempt to invoke 
Mario M. Cuomo, the Democratic 
governor who lost a bid for a fourth 
term in 1994, to discredit Mrs. Clin­
ton also seems problematic. State­
wide, only 22 percent of New Yorkers 
said they had an unfavorable opinion 
of Mr. Cuomo, who has been out of 
public life for six years; upstate, that 
figure is only 28 percent.

On Israel, an issue that Mr. Lazio 
has made central to his campaign in

election for the United States Senate are 
based on the responses of likely voters, 
weighted to a probable electorate on the 
basis of intention to vote, attention to the 
campaign, and past voting behavior, fur­
ther weighted so that those who reside in 
New York City make up 31 percent of the 
entire state, which is the city’s typical 
share of total ballots cast on Election Day. 

In theory, in 19 cases out of 20 the 
results based on such samples will differ 
by no more than three percentage points 
in either direction from what would have 
been obtained by seeking out all adult 
residents of New York State. For smaller 
subgroups the potential sampling error is 
larger. As an example, for the 871 likely 
voters, weighted to a probable electorate 
of 667. it is plus or minus four percentage 
points.

In addition to sampling error, the prac­
tical difficulties of conducting any survey 
of public opinion may introduce other 
sources of error into the poll. Differences 
in the wording and order of questions can 
lead to somewhat varying results.

County as they were with Mrs. Clin­
ton.

“People know about him and who 
he is, and they know about her and 
who she is,” Mr. Penn said. “The 
undecideds are people who are still 
holding back from both of them, and 
are likely to break pretty evenly.”

The poll was of 995 registered vot­
ers, of whom 871 are considered like­
ly to vote. The poll had a margin of 
sampling error of plus or minus four 
percentage points.

The peculiarities of this particu­
larly race aside, the poll for the most 
part suggests that Mr. Lazio has had 
difficulty in finding ways to gain 
traction against Mrs. Clinton. His 
long-planned assault on Mrs. Clin­
ton’s role in the health care legisla­
tion, which Mr. Lazio’s aides have for 
months predicted would be devastat­
ingly effective, has not caught on, 
perhaps because the candidate chose 
to begin the attack in the middle of 
the World Series, when campaign 
coverage was overshadowed.

One in two respondents said that 
Mrs. Clinton’s role in what she her­
self has acknowledged as a legisla­
tive debacle made no difference in 
their decision on how to vote; nearly 
one in four said it made them more 
likely to vote for her.

“What she had to say at the time 

The latest New York Times/CBS News 
Poll of New York State is based on tele­
phone interviews conducted Wednesday 
to Saturday with 1,255 adults throughout 
the state. Of those, 995 said they were 
registered to vote. Interviews were con­
ducted in English or Spanish.

The sample of telephone exchanges 
called was selected by a computer from a 
complete list of exchanges across the 
state. For each exchange, the telephone 
numbers were formed by random digits, 
thus permitting access to both listed and 
unlisted numbers. Within each household, 
one adult was designated by a random 
procedure to be the respondent for the 
survey.

The results have been weighted to take 
account of household size and the number 
of telephone lines into the residence, and 
to adjust for variations in the sample 
relating to geographic regions of the state, 
race, Hispanic origin, sex. age. and educa­
tion.

In addition, the question about voting 
preferences and other aspects of the 2000 

Cause for concern 
in one camp, and 
hope in the other.

vote a week from Tuesday, beginning 
with an appearance at two churches 
with predominantly black congrega­
tions in Buffalo. The poll found that 
Mrs. Clinton had the support of near­
ly 9 out of 10 black New Yorkers.

Most analysts also believe that a 
majority of the undecided voters will 
end up supporting Mr. Lazio, because 
at this point they know so much 
about her that there is little left that 
she can tell them that would sway 
their vote. Mr. Lazio’s senior strat­
egist, Mike Murphy, made that point 
last night in arguing that the findings 
were bad for Mrs. Clinton, notwith­
standing the lead suggested in the 
numbers.

“Upstate, not a single undecided 
voter is going to vote for her,” he 
said. “We’re moving up every day, 
and our own polls show it even clos­
er.”

Mrs. Clinton’s pollster, Mark 
Penn, disputed that argument, as­
serting that after five months in the 
race and extensive spending by Mr. 
Lazio on television advertisements, 
voters were as familiar with the Re­
publican congressman from Suffolk
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New York Voters on the Candidates
CLINTON LAZIO
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Voters who say the candidate ... 
Has maturity and experience 

Cares about people like you 

Has the right kind of experience 

Has honesty and integrity

Voters who...
Have a favorable opinion of the candidate

Have an unfavorable opinion

No opinion

10 votes.
Mrs. Clinton seems to enjoying 

some success with the issues she has 
raised to date. While Mr. Lazio has 
sought to connect Mrs. Clinton to Mr. 
Cuomo, she has moved to link her 
opponent to Newt Gingrich, the Re­
publican former House speaker. Mr. 
Gingrich is much more disliked than 
Mr. Cuomo: one in two New Yorkers 
have an unfavorable view of Mr. 
Gingrich.

The poll also found that nearly half 
the respondents think that Mrs. Clin­
ton was “doing a better job of dis­
cussing the issues that are important 
to the campaign,” compared with 
nearly one-third who said the same 
thing about Mr. Lazio. That is the 
kind of measure that politicians 
watch closely, because in recent 
years, candidates who are perceived 
as spending more time talking about 
the issues rather than attacking their 
opponents, tend to do well in elec­
tions.

Finally, in a bit of good news for 
Mrs. Clinton, it seems that the first 
lady continues to be having some 
success in responding to concerns 
about where she is from. In this poll, 
61 percent of respondents — the high­
est so far — said it made no differ­
ence to them where she was born.

an attempt to undercut Mrs. Clin­
ton’s standing among Jews, 50 per­
cent of respondents said that Mrs. 
Clinton would be a strong supporter 
of Israel in the Senate, while 44 per­
cent said the same thing about Mr. 
Lazio. Seven in 10 respondents who 
said they were Jewish said they sup­
ported Mrs. Clinton.

Since the last Times/CBS News 
Poll, Mr. Lazio appears to have 
made up some ground with suburban 
women, among whom he had been 
trailing in September. Now, he is 
leading her among those voters by 48 
percent to 38 percent. The previous 
poll was taken shortly after their 
first debate, in which Mr. Lazio 
walked across the stage and de­
manded that Mrs. Clinton sign a 
pledge to ban the use of soft money, a 
move that several analysts suggest­
ed was too aggressive and might 
hurt him among women voters.

Mr. Lazio is leading Mrs. Clinton in 
the suburbs by a margin of 51 per­
cent to 39 percent. But he continues 
to have trouble in Republican up­
state, which should be his strong­
hold: the poll found that he was 
ahead there 50 percent to 40 percent. 
Mr. Lazio probably must win at least 
55 percent of the upstate vote to 
counteract Mrs. Clinton’s advantage 
in the city, where she is winning 7 of 

50% EZ3i
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Which candidate...

Would make decisions you would agree
with about Supreme Court nominees

Would do a better job working to reform
the health care system

Would be a strong supporter of Israel

Is discussing issues that are important to
the campaign Z'v

Would do a better job getting along with
and working with other senators

Would do a better job to improve the New
York State economy

Deserves credit for the soft money ban

Based on telephone interviews conducted Oct. 25-28 with 995 registered 
voters throughout New York State.

62
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G. O.P. Ends Phone Calls Linking Some Clinton Donors to TerrorismDigest
THE NEW YORK REGION
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Mrs. Clinton, campaigning in Rochester 
with Senator Charles E. Schumer, said the 
decision to end the calls referring to the Cole 
bombing was not good enough. She repeated 
her demand of Saturday that Mr. Lazio and 
the Republican Party “do the honorable thing 
and apologize.” Mr. Lazio refused on Saturday 
and then again yesterday, saying the Clinton 
campaign was trying to deflect attention from 
questionable donations.

“That is so typical,” Mrs. Clinton said of the 
Republican decision. “They should have 
stopped the calls yesterday when they were 
caught making those calls. They should clear­
ly take responsibility, as should Mr. Lazio. I 
believe both Congressman Lazio and the state 
Republican Party still owe an apology to the 
families that lost their sons and daughters and

has said she supports a Palestinian state as 
part of a broad peace plan for the region.

Al Weisel, 37, a writer and editor in Manhat­
tan, said he received a call from the state 
Republican committee last night asking if he 
knew “Hillary Clinton supported a Palestinian 
state and Palestinians.” Mr. Weisel, who said 
he planned to vote for Mrs. Clinton, called the 
call “disgusting” and “sleazy.”

Mr. Allen said the change in the script did 
not have anything to do with criticism of the 
content, saying instead that the party is al­
ways reviewing and “tinkering” with scripts.

The change came to light through Mr. Lazio, 
who after speaking at Abyssinian Baptist 
Church in Harlem, told reporters in response 
to questions about the calls referring to the 
Cole, “I don’t think they’re going to continue to 
make those phone calls.” A spokesman for 
Mr. Lazio, Patrick McCarthy, said the con­
gressman had heard about the change 
“through the grapevine.”

Mr. Lazio refused to answer questions on 
whether it was appropriate to use the Cole in 
the telephone campaign. But he sought to keep 
the focus on Mrs. Clinton’s accepting what he 
has termed “blood money.”

By RANDAL C. ARCHIBOLD

The New York State Republican Committee 
said yesterday that its telephone campaign on 
behalf of Rick A. Lazio’s Senate bid would no 
longer include calls that referred to the bomb­
ing of the destroyer Cole to try to suggest that 
some of Hillary Rodham Clinton’s donors sup­
ported terrorism.

The calls including that reference, which 
Mrs. Clinton had harshly criticized as politi­
cizing a tragedy, ended sometime Saturday 
after the party’s chairman, William D. Pow­
ers, determined the script had run its course 
and not because of the criticism, a spokesman 
for Mr. Powers said.

The spokesman, Dan Allen, said Mr. Powers 
felt it had reached enough voters, though he 
could not provide an estimate for how many 
people had been called. Altogether, a broader 
telephone campaign, which began Thursday 
and was to continue for an undisclosed time, 
was expected to reach 500,000 people.

State party officials say the telephone cam­
paign will continue with other calls, including 
some aimed at Jewish voters that question 
Mrs. Clinton’s commitment to Israel.

Action Not Meant to Offend 
Muslims, Mrs. Clinton Says

Hillary Rodham Clinton said yes­
terday that she respected Islam and 
did not intend to offend Muslim 
Americans when her campaign de­
cided last week to return political 
contributions from members of a 
Muslim organization.

“I think every American deserves 
to be part of our political process,” 
she said. “I have no difficulty with 
that at all.”

Mrs. Clinton, speaking to reporters 
aboard her campaign bus, said it had 
been difficult at times navigating the 
ethnic politics of her newly adopted 
state. Mrs. Clinton’s decision to re­
turn $50,000 in contributions from 
members of the American Muslim 
Alliance has been described by many 
Muslims as pandering to the state’s 
influential Jewish voters, an inter­
pretation Mrs. Clinton and many 
prominent Jewish supporters have 
disputed.

“It has been intense and occasion­
ally it has presented me with a learn­
ing curve that I have had to master 
or at least attempt to,” Mrs. Clinton 
said when asked about the ethnic mix 
of New York. “But that is part of 
New York politics. New York is the 
most diverse place in our country, 
probably the entire world. So one 
would expect to find all of the diverse 
points of view and experiences that 
people bring from their cultural, and 
religious, and racial and tribal back­
grounds at work in the political mix 
here in New York.”

Dean E. Murphy (NYT)

No apologies for a tactic 

assailed as politicizing a 
disaster.

loved ones on the U.S.S. Cole.”
Both Jews and non-Jews have received 

calls. The pitch to non-Jews included a line 
saying Mrs. Clinton accepted money from an 
organization that “openly brags about its sup­
port for a Mideast terrorism group — the 
same kind of terrorism that killed our sailors 
on the U.S.S. Cole.”

The reference is to contributions Mrs. Clin­
ton accepted from leaders of the American 
Muslim Alliance at a fund-raiser in Boston in 
June. Mrs. Clinton returned the money, 
$50,000, after learning that the group’s leader 
was quoted as defending a United Nations 
resolution he interpreted as allowing Palestin­
ians to take up arms against Israel. American 
investigators say the Oct. 12 explosion on the 
Cole, which killed 17 sailors, was most likely 
caused by terrorists but they have not linked 
the blast to any organization.

The calls to Jewish voters, Mr. Allen said, 
ask if they knew that before Mrs. Clinton 
entered the Senate race last year she “sup­
ported a Palestinian state and didn’t support 
moving the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem?” 
Mrs. Clinton said in June 1999 that she wanted 
the embassy moved as soon as possible, and
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First lady’s staff accused of extortion
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Evan Ryan, special assistant to 
Mrs. Williams, told Chung that un­

Miss Ratliff, “the White House 
would be closed to him.”

“It could be argued that Ryan

Photo by Larry S. Glenn/Special to The Washington Times 
Democratic fund-raiser Johnny Chung joins the president and first lady 
for this picture at a Democratic National Committee function.

with the information.” said. "As Chung explained in a re­
Erica Batcheller, spokeswoman cent interview, on numerous occa-

ward S.G. Dennis Jr., did not re­
turn calls left with his Philadel­
phia office for comment. i •

According to the report, Chung 
later paid Miss Ratliff $8,000 
through Miss Ryan at the White 
House. Chung told investigators he 
felt pressured to make the pay­
ment because if he refused, his 
business would suffer.

“Since Chung’s financial well-

I
i
I
(

I

i

i
i

fi™Tnndomatld 5hy?g ing the task force accusations.
~ According to the LaBella-

DeSarno report, shortly after Miss 
Ratliff left the White House for the 
job with Chung, she was "either

fied the intern as Gina Ratliff. She C'' ~
!°Ug_h_I1-5!?®.0.1"m°vlng expenses York, did not return calls for com- 
1? . \ ; "1 ment after being asked for a re­

in March 1995, Mrs. Williams 
personally delivered to the DNC;a 
$50,000 check Chung had handed 
to her at the White House. That 
same day, Chung showed up at 
DNC headquarters with six execu­
tives from Chinese government- 
controlled companies to meet DNC 
Chairman Donald L- Fowler. I\vo 
days later, he and the executives 
attended President Clinton’s 
weekly Oval Office radio address 
and posed with the first lady for 
pictures.

Miss Ryan, a member of Mrs. 
Clinton's senatorial campaign 
staff, has not been available for 
comment.

Miss Ratliff also has been un­
available, but told the House Gov­
ernment Reform Committee in a 
sworn deposition that when she 
was introduced to Chung by Mrs. 
Williams, she was told he was a 
significant DNC contributor.

~ J

after accepting a job in 1995 with   « 1V- —-
Chung’s California public relations sponse from the first lady concern- business would be and the more
firm ----- S) dnmnnH 2___ . i n ____ _______ _______ i___ _______ i j____ >»

The 1998 report of former task mv uauvna-
force chief Charles G. LaBella and DeSarno report shortly after Miss Mrs' Williams has since left the 
FBI Assistant Director James Ratliff left the White House for the White House and lives in Paris. 
DeSarno said Mrs. Clinton’s chief job with Chung she was "either i>he has Previously denied any 
of staff, Margaret A. Williams, and fired or left his’emnlovment” At wrongdoing. Her attorney, Ed- 
ViTown «.«. . . i i ’ . Ximv/T Q Cl Tlonmc Tr rl-irl »-»<-<fr vza

any rate, she demanded moving
expenses. Chung “disagreed and

By Jerry Seper
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s staff
threatened to cut off Democratic
fund-raiser Johnny Chung’s Whjte
House access unless he paid
$15,000 to settle a job dispute be­
tween Chung and the first lady’s
former intern, records show.

The Justice Department, in a
little-known probe, examined the
solicitation as part of the campaign
finance task force investigation.
The department recommended in
a 1998 report that “further, in­
quiry” was necessary in what was
described as an apparent attempt
by the first lady’s top aides to “ex­
tort money” from Chung.

That recommendation is now
under review by a House commit­
tee in an ongoing investigation of
suspected campaign finance
abuses during the 1996 pres­
idential election.

The recommendation was in­
cluded in a task force report urg­
ing the appointment <?f an indepen­
dent counsel in the campaign 
finance probe. Attorney General
Janet Reno later rejected the rec­
ommendation. ________ xx-.x^xxwx

- ‘ for Mrs. Clinton, who now is a can- sions he informed [Democratic
--2_ She didate for a U.S. Senate seat in New National Committee] and White
House personnel that the more 
access he could get, the better his

“It could be argued that Ryan The report said that in May 
and Williams were seeking to ex- .1995, when Miss Ryan told Chung 
tort money from Chung to settle that unless he settled the dispute 
Ratliff’s claims in return for con- with Miss Ratliff, his White House 
tinued access to the White House, access would be denied, she “made 
the president and the first lady,” it clear” to Chung that the order 
the report said. came directly from Mrs. Williams.

“Certainly those around the Miss Ryan later “confirmed” that 
president and the first lady knew accusation in an interview with 
that to deny Chung access to the task force investigators. 
White House would adversely af­
fect his business,” it said. “And 
while Chung may not have been 
entitled to this access, the denial 
was used as a threat to extract a 
settlement of a dispute with a for­
mer intern of the first lady.”

The report said it was not clear
if anyone other than Mrs. Williams
and Miss Ryan “were aware of the being depended on continued 
squeeze being placed on Chung,” access to the White House, 
but the matter warranted further Chung’s business interests dic- 
investigation to determine “what tated he resolve the matter—a fact 
the first lady knew and what she well known to Williams and others 
did or chose not to do in connection at the White House,” the report
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AP
New Jersey Democratic Senate candidate Jon Corzine (center) attends
a breakfast of the Hudson County Central Labor Council yesterday.
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Early Senate favorites
see their leads shrink
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When voters go to the polls Nov. 
7, they will decide which party 
controls the U.S. Senate, with Re­
publicans defending a slender 
54-46 majority.

Thirty-four of the 100 Senate 
seats are up for grabs. Here are 
capsule looks at some key races:

Delaware — I\vo of the most 
popular politicians in state history, 
incumbent five-term Republican 
William V. Roth Jr., 79, and Demo­
cratic Gov. Thomas R. Carper, 53, 
face off in a tight race that shows 
signs of heating up as voters strug­
gle over a choice between youth 
and seniority.

Florida — Democrats have a 
prime opportunity for a pickup, 
with Democratic state Insurance 
Commissioner Bill Nelson holding 
the lead in polls over Rep. Bill 
McCollum, a House prosecutor 
during President Clinton’s im­
peachment trial.

Michigan — First-term Repub­
lican Sen. Spencer Abraham’s 
once-wide lead over Democratic 
Rep. Debbie Stabenow has disap­
peared after two solid debate per­
formances by Mrs. Stabenow and 
a wave of new television ads on her 
behalf.

Minnesota — Sen. Rod Grams, 
most vulnerable of Republican in­
cumbents, struggles to close the 
large gap in polls against well- 
financed department store heir 
Mark Dayton, who has spent his 
own money heavily.

Missouri — The race was 
plunged into chaos by the death of 
Democratic Gov. Mel Carnahan in 
a plane crash. He was running 

' neck-and-neck with first-term Re­
publican Sen. John Ashcroft. Mr. 
Carnahan remains on the ballot 
and the Democratic acting gover­
nor wants to appoint Mr. Car­
nahan’s widow, Jean, to fill the spot 
if Mr. Carnahan wins, although she 
has not indicated if she will accept. 
Polls show a surge of sympathy 
support, but a posthumous win by 
the late governor is expected to 
draw a court challenge from Mr. 
Ashcroft.

Montana — Republican incum­
bent Conrad Burns faces a 
stronger-than-expected challenge 
from rancher Brian Schweitzer,

Jr UJ

X LU 
n-ix

a.

f A'

who has closed a huge early gap in 
polls to pull even.

Nebraska — Democrats try to 
hold onto a seat in this firmly Re­
publican state after the retirement 
of Sen. Bob Kerrey. Former two- 
term Democratic Gov. Ben Nelson, 
an anti-abortion conservative, has 
seen his early lead dwindle against 
Republican Attorney General Don 
Stenberg, who is benefiting from 
the strong support of Nebraska Re­
publican Sen. Chuck Hagel.

Nevada — Republicans have a 
prime opportunity to pick up a 
Democratic seat after the retire­
ment of Sen. Richard H. Bryan. 1 
Republican John Ensign, a former 
congressman and 1998 Senate 
nominee, leads Democratic trial 
lawyer Ed Bernstein, who is
spending his own money heavily i 
on the race. i

New Jersey — Big-spending 
Democrat Jon Corzine, a former ( 
chairman of investment bank 
Goldman Sachs, sees an early lead 
shrink in his bid to replace retiring 
Democrat Frank R. Lautenberg. 
Republican Bob Franks pulls back 
to within striking range in the 
latest poll despite an advertising 
wave by Mr. Corzine in expensive 
New York and Philadelphia mar­
kets.

New York — In the country’s 
most-watched Senate race, first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton had 
pulled into the lead over Repub­
lican Rep. Rick Lazio in their bitter 
fight to take over the seat of retirl 
ing Democrat Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, but a new Reuters- 
MSNBC poll gives Mr. Lazio a 
slight edge. Mrs. Clinton would be 
the only first lady to win elective 
office, < i 7.■

Virginia — Democratic incum­
bent Charles S. Robb, who has 
shown a facility for come-from- 
behind wins after his 1994 battle 
with Oliver North, pulls even with 
conservative former Gov. George 
F. Allen after an onslaught of tele­
vision advertising.

Washington — Republican in­
cumbent Slade Gorton, a top 
Democratic target, tries to hold off 
big-spending software millionaire 
and former Democratic Rep. Ma­
ria Cantwell, who is closing the gap 
in the latest polls but still trails in 
the latest Reuters-MSNBC poll.
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Mrs. Clinton plenty of time to call 
the president and say we should 
not be that shoddy, naughty boy. 
She didn’t.

Mrs. Clinton is superb at not 
knowing selected matters. Her 
campaign had taken in $50,000 
from a Boston reception by the 
American Muslim Alliance. That 
is barely peanuts compared to what 
American Jews give her.

The trouble is that among Amer­
ican Muslims who contributed 
money to the Clinton Senate cam­
paign are people who cry out in 
defense of terrorism against Israel. 
One such is Abdurahman Alamou- 
di, head of the American Muslim 
Council, who gave $1,000 to the 
Clinton campaign and boasts that at 
the White House he “defended 
what is called Hamas.” It is also 
called a terrorist group by the State 
Department.

We did not know about Mr. Alam- 
oudi’s views, said Harold Wolfson, 
Mrs. Clinton’s spokesman; the 
$1,000 would be returned. But he 
said before Boston she had met peo­
ple of Mr. Alamoudi’s attitude in 
Washington — in hopes of “main­
streaming their views.” Mr. Wolfson 
was moved to action when he was 
told the New York Daily News the 
next day would break the story 
based on information received from 
Steven Emerson, America’s never- 
resting anti-terrorism journalist, 

bless him, and written for the paper 
by Larry Cohler-Esses.

The day the story was published 
and sank in, Mrs. Clinton said she 
was giving back the whole $50,000 
and had been misled by the spon­
sors of the Boston reception. Taking 
her at her word, it remains puzzling 
how she had been trying to “main­
stream” American Muslims in 
Washington while in Boston she 
knew so little about the intricacies 
of this key community that she had 
to return $50,000.

Americans who want to help 
Muslims should search out Muslim 
organizations that have a peaceful 
attitude toward Israel. They are 
few, with little donation money to 
hand out. But they know Hamas 
types are already convinced they 
are on the right “mainstream” — 
unceasing holy war against Israelis 
and all other Jews. The Clinton 
campaign people apparently do not 
know that.

But maybe more Americans who 
are poor, women, Jews and other 
Hillarian voting targets will know 
more about her by Election Day, if ! 
Mr. Lazio tells them straight out j 
and frequently, in the time left.

I

Clinton signed the bill in private 
— no TV, no politicians, no 
national notice to low-income 
women, no Rick. Mrs. Clinton said 
she had known nothing.

Strange, since a couple of days

its goals.
But her all-time record of self­

entitlement was her decision to run 
for the U.S. Senate from New York 
without prior election to anything. 
She gets her power and fundamen­
tal political machinery from the 
president, who is her husband. She 
is running on her wedding ring. 
Women who are mute or accepting 
about the source of her power per­
vert the concept and influence of 
true feminism. Of course, she 
accepts presidential clout to help 
her and hurt her opponent, Repub­
lican Rep. Rick Lazio.

On Oct 24, she hit a triple: Par­
ticipating with her husband in a 
brilliant piece of political grunge, 
she brushed off women who are 
poor, to swipe political credit from 
Mr. Lazio.

A bill was before Mr. Clinton for 
signing. It ensured Medicaid cov­
erage for low-income women who 
were diagnosed, in free screenings, 
as having breast or cervical cancer. 
The Clintons were for the bill and 
Mr. Lazio had been active for it.

Normally such socially attrac­
tive bills are signed with ado, 
before TV and politicians who had 
a role in their passage. But Mr.

IJ

A.M. Rosenthal, the former exec­
utive editor of the New York Times, 
is a nationally syndicated colum­
nist.

PHOTOCOPV
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before, Robert Pear, a fine no-frills 
reporter of the New York Times, 
had written a Page One story about 
the president’s desire for privacy 
while signing this important, vote­
attracting legislation. That gave

~TT' ow that we know 
I Hillary Rodham Clin- 

| I ton so we^> there are 
several things we can 
better understand 

A 5 about this intelligent 
and talented person. One is that 
she believes above all in entitle­
ment — her own. Another is that 
almost nothing political is too shod­
dy for her to muddy around in. And 
we know she believes voters are 
basically stupid — particularly 
those who admire her among 
women, Jews and the poor.

Lots of politicians have the same 
characteristics. The best reason to 
select her for examination is that she 
is convinced she can get away with 
anything, and has, over and over.

If she succeeds again, in a couple 
of weeks, she will be elected to the 
Senate from New York, and off and 
running for the presidency of the 
United States. Something to think 
about, that.

Her belief in her entitlement is 
woven into her record. No sooner 
was she in the White House than 
she took over all planning for a 
national health plan, which she 
proceeded to wreck. No person to 
surrender just because of her own 
incompetence, she promptly gave 
herself more power in running the 
White House. She kept hidden 
from American voters the tax-paid 
machinery of her influence and

0

■
6 X

j

1

v’

■k g!'
W : I

w



NEW YORK POST, FRIDAY, PCTOBER 27, 2000

RICK RIPS RILL’S FOREIGN
POLICY AS ‘SOCIAL WORK’

by focusing “on
— first [Boris]
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By Maggie Haberman in 

Syracuse and Robert 
Hardt Jr. and Gregg 

Birnbaum in New York

rg — gains made by for- 
GOP presidents Ronald 

Reagan and George Bush. 
Dealing with Russia, for

■-e-

1 -F

them, too 

A

instance, Lazio said in his 
speech at Syracuse Univer­
sity that President Clinton 
blundered 1
one leader ___ . ..
Yeltsin, and now [Vladimir] 
Putin.”

HMED MOSA is an 
i Arab “freedom fighter.” 

He doesn’t carry an AK-47 
or wish death and destruc­
tion on Jews or Israel.

Mosa, 30, is armed only 
with the scissors he uses in 
his Brooklyn barber shop, 
memories of his childhood in 
a Palestinian refugee camp, 
and his desire to return to 
the homeland he says the Is­
raeli military took from his 
father.

Mosa is no different from 
thousands of other Arab- 
Americans in the United 
States who try to assimilate, 
join political groups and pro­
test peacefully to exert influ­
ence on politicians.

That’s why the $50,000 in 
campaign contributions Hill­
ary Rodham Clinton re­
turned to Boston Arab- 
Americans uritates Arabs 
like Mosa, who feel they are 
being lumped together with 
minority extremist groups. 

“This is an attempt by
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Rick Lazio — in what his 
campaign billed as a major 
foreign-policy speech — 
sharply criticized President 
Clinton’s handling of global 
affairs on virtually every 
continent.

Turning to the volatile 
Mideast, the GOP Senate 
candidate suggested that the 
president may have tried to 
push a peace accord before 
conditions there were right.

“The artificial time con­
straints of a presidential 
term may well have driven 
the parties toward an unsus­
tainable agreement,” Lazio 
said.

His Democratic rival, Hill­
ary Rodham Clinton, cam­
paigning in Manhattan the

Arabs need 

U.S. to be 

a hero for

Charging the Clinton ad­
ministration with an abys­
mal failure to lead, Lazio 
said, “When America speaks 
today, our friends don’t be­
lieve us quite as much, and 
neither do our enemies.”

From Afi-ica to China to 
the Mideast, Lazio accused 
the president of taking 
credit for — and then squan- 
derim ’ ’ "
mer <

for,” she told reporters at 
Grand Central Terminal 
after greeting commuters.

Mrs. Clinton on Wednes­
day retwned $50,000 in con­
tributions from a Boston 
fund-raiser in June, which 
some say was sponsored by 
the American Muslim Alli­
ance, although the first lady 
disputes that.

Never mentioning his op­
ponent in his 30-minute ad­
dress, Lazio accused the 
president of “overextending” 
the U.S. military with “a 
proliferation of missions 
with no clear objectives and 
no clear exit strategy,” say­
ing, “The role of American 
military is not to build na­
tions. It is not to be the 
world’s social worker.”

17^ ’

*
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day after a storm of contro­
versy over donations from 
certain Arab-Americans to 
her campaign, stressed her 
“strong support for Israel’s 
security.”

But the first lady admitted 
she may not have been effec­
tive in getting her pro-Israel 
views across to voters during 
the campaign.

“If we haven’t done as good 
a job in communicating that, 
it’s really my responsibility 
since I bear the message 
that this campaign stands

HILLARY CLINTON
Has 7-point lead.
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of “overextending” the U.S. military abroad and bungling affairs from the Mideast to Africa to China.

^OR the first time since he ap- 
■ peared with Hillary Rodham

morning while shaking hands at
Grand Central Terminal.generations, growing olives 

for a living. In 1968, they
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widely seen with Clinton — will be 
campaigning upstate with the first 
lady this weekend.

It’s unclear whether the results 
had been tabulated by Clinton poll­
ster Mark Penn — but it would cer­
tainly explain the first lady’s unusu­
ally cheerful mood yesterday

MAP OF ATTACK: Rick Lazio, with supporters at a luncheon in Buffalo yesterday, accused the White House
. .................................. - - ■ . • - Ap
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Clinton at his upstate farm in July 
1999, Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
will be hitting the campaign trail 
with the first lady next week.

Campaign Buzz has learned that 
Moynihan has been called on to help 
his would-be successor at a time 
when her GOP opponent, Rick 
Lazio, is citing critical remarks the 
Democratic senator made about 
Clinton’s failed health-care plan.

Moynihan — who is known more 
for legislating than politicking — 
campaigned only two days for Demo­
crat Chuck Schumer in 1998. But 
polls show that the four-term sena­
tor is one of the most popular and re­
spected politicians in the state.

“We’ve been excited about this for 
a while, and we’re glad we could ar­
range this,” said a Clinton aide.

Schumer — who also has not been

eyes.
Their home became a Jew­

ish settlement. Mosa’s uncle 
Musa visited the farm in the 
1980s. He was hospitalized 
for high blood pressure 
“when he saw what they did

See MONTERO on Page 32

H

Hillary's ethics 
problems / 
Editorial: Page 36
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were kicked out with only 
the clothes on their backs. 

“It touched [my father’s] 
heart every time he talked 
about it,” said Mosa. “We 
were stunned watching the 
way he talked, his reaction, 
the tears welling up in his

ub 1

Has state Democratic Chairwoman 
Judith Hope lost her mind?

Rick Lazio received a $1,000 check 
from Judith Hope with a letter, say­
ing: ‘While it may come as a sur­
prise to some, your record persuades 
me that, this year, I am going to 
support the Republican candidate for 
senator from New York. I enclose my 
campaign contribution and my 
heartfelt wishes for success on Elec­
tion Day.”

Lazio aides were sad to learn that 
the Manhattan woman was a differ­
ent Judith Hope — comedian Bob 
Hope’s daughter-in-law.

#5

a

None too soon, it looks as if the 
last Lazio fund-raising letter is fi­
nally arriving in mailboxes — 
maybe. The four-page mailing, 
signed by “Rick,” makes the custom­
ary attacks against the first lady 
(scandals, Hollywood, left-wing) — 
but then tells potential contributors 
this “may be your last chance to 
make a difference and help defeat 
Hillary Clinton.”

H
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CAMPAIGN BUZZ
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“I may not have another chance to 
contact you before Election Day,” 
writes the GOP hopeful, who has 
raised more than $30 million, much 
of it by direct mail.

Lazio even asks for forgiveness for 
the flood of money-seeking mailings 
over the past few months, saying, 
“You’ve probably been swamped 
with letters from me” and “I hope 
you haven’t been inconvenienced.”

■
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one point, misreading his
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printed text and referring to 
North Korea’s leader as 
“Kim Jong 11” — when his 
name is last name is actu­
ally “II.”

The Clinton campaign quickly got 
its polling operation into gear 
Wednesday night after questions 
were raised about a Boston fund­
raiser where the first lady accepted 
$50,000 from Arab-Americans.

About 300 likely voters answered a 
lengthy phone poll about whether 
they thought Clinton acted properly 
by refunding the money and 
whether they accepted her reasoning 
for taking the donations.

ally "11."

Turning 53 years old yes­
terday, Clinton was sere­
naded with “Happy Birth­
day” by several groups of 
passers-by at Grand Cen­
tral. A new poll showed the 
first lady has something to 
celebrate — a seven-point 
lead over Lazio, 50 percent 
to 43 percent.

The survey by NY1 has a 
margin of error plus or 
minus 3.5 percent and was 
conducted Monday to 
Wednesday.

The candidates today face 
off in their third and final 
debate, which will be hosted 
by WNBC/Channel 4’s Gabe 
Pressman and shown at 7 
p.m.

some people to exclude 
Arab-Americans and Mus- 
lim-Americans from partici­
pating in the American po­
litical system,” said Hala 
Maksoud, the national presi­
dent of the American Arab 
Anti-Discrimination Com­
mittee.

“We are Americans and we 
have the right to freedom of 
expression ... When we say, 
‘End the occupation’ we are 
called terrorist.”

Mosa, who arrived in the 
States last year, cuts hair to 
support his wife and three 
kids ranging in age from 2 
years to 2 weeks. His father, 
Mahmoud, in his 70s, 
taught him to be a freedom 
fighter simply by telling him 
how all 14 members of their 
family were evicted from 
their West Bank home and 
forced to walk to Jordan.

It began in 1948, when the 
Israeli military confiscated 
his father’s farm. They had 
owned the land for seven
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Dem stars come out full
.e i»uforce at Hill's

i.

s
Cindv Adams

people together for the first 
lady’s birthday. He’s just won-

1

Rick Dembow

he’s going to start hitting the 
road for Gore. He also said he’s

Lobster Fra Diavolo at Nino’s.

one-man ecology war to ensure 
that my grandchildren will be

f

1

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

for a
too.

government job someday, 
'Please,” he said. “Just look 

at my high school term papers. 
You’ll see I’m not as smart as I

»0%

IDCfl
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(0*0 this well-dressed, appar- 
w ently well-heeled gent ate 
Lobster Fra Diavolo at Nino’s. 
About to pay his check, he or­
dered a lobster to go. “I want it

lay bash

oman 
1,330

95

HILLARY CLINTON
Birthday girl.

only knows what he does when 
he consumes lambchops.)

tors

17 .'j

ton: “I certainly wouldn’t rule it 
out.”

The big birthday party jokes 
were about GOPniks. Nathan 
Lane: “Rudy’s not here. He’s 
starring in the Comb-Over 
Monologues.” Will Ferrell play­
ing Dubya: “I’m governor of 
what’s rumored to be a large 
state.” Somebody else: “Lazio 
keeps saying, T’m a real New 
Yorker.’ Big deal. So’s Bernie 
Goetz.”

Bill laughed. Hill laughed. 
Chel laughed.

The big givers were out in 
force. Like Denise Rich, who 
gave a dinner for Bill the week 
before, Al the week before that, 
Tipper the month before that, 
and rumor is last year the Abe 
Lincolns got up to go over for 
brunch. Denise’s next is The

live and it must be female,” said 
the guy.

Asked how he wanted it pre­
pared, he said, “Not. I’m taking 
it to the East River and throwing 
it in. Everytime I eat a lobster, 
throw a live one back. It’s my

KU

derful, my son Harvey.” An im­
partial observer.

And the chat around the room? 
Him. What’s he, the soon- unem­
ployed Clinton, do next?

Said one sayer, by Jan. 2 he’ll 
be on Prozac because, “his new 
toilet paper will no longer bear a 
presidential seal.” Others said 
he’ll write a book, lecture, earn 
money, since a public service 
wife can’t pay those legal bills. 
And he’ll do make-work, like 
opening his library.

But Couple Clinton are a two- 
of-a-kind. She makes history. He 
now plans a little more history­
making.

Upstairs, in a holding room be­
fore the event, as he waited with 
Chelsea for the missus who’s a 
little busy these days, he said

0

able to’enjoy these endangered 
creatures as I do.”

Only in New York, kids, 
only in New York. (And Lord

OOOS aS S311OI3O AAaiftl WY
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O, now, Roseland Ballroom.
1 Hillary’s entimate little 

gala of 5,000 thrown by this 
generation’s Elsa Maxwell, Har­
vey Weinstein of Miramax. 
Plus his brother Bob. Plus his 
mother, who sat at my table con­
fiding: “Harvey, my son, is so 
wonderful. Not nervous. Imag­
ine, he got Ben Affleck, Cam­
eron Diaz, Cher, such famous

very happy, “because the num­
bers are up for Gore.”

But, on a telephone this week, 
on a quiet tete-a-tete, just a one- 
on-one phone call with someone 
trusted, he talked about if Gore 
doesn’t win. He was asked would 
he ever run again?

Bill Clinton did not say: 
“Never. Jamais. Forget it. You 
nuts?” Instead, he said: “I’ll cross 
that bridge when I come to it.”

The friend persisted and asked 
again, point blank. “If Gore 
loses, would it possibly ever 
cross your mind to actually make 
the run for the presidency 
again?”

Replied William Jefferson Clin-

Angel Ball, Nov. 30, Marriott 
Marquis. A fund-raiser to fight 
cancer, it honors three titles — 
Sir Paul McCartney, Queen 
Noor of Jordan, former Presi­
dent Gorbachev of the U.S.S.R. 

“Entertainment will be 
*N SYNC because, as a song­
writer I was supposed to do a 
song with them, so they’re my 
friends,” she told me. “And Marc 
Anthony, because I’ve written a 
song for him, and Natalie Cole, 
who’s my friend and whose soon- 
due single, ‘Living for Love,’ I 
wrote.”

Call (212) 254-6677 for tickets.
I asked Chevy Chase, is he 

taking himself serious, too. Is he 
going to make speeches on street 
corners, too. Is he going to run

think I am.” Right — and what 
better qualifications do you need 
to run for office?
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poor parents purchase pn-. o1 
child care. In fact, the A

olic academy.

sponsive Politics reports. Meanwhile, Republicans 
received $324,700 from those unions — just 3.6

who walk precincts, staff voter phone banks and 
otherwise flex organized labor’s muscle, nearly al-PHOiOCOPY

PRESERVATION

percent of the Democratic haul.
The National Education Association’s 2.5 million 

members and the American Federation of Teachers’ 
one million rank and file are among the activists

the parents choice . . . which can iik.i i sectarian 
child care providers.”

Once more, such vouchers divert i >■ nJlars that 
could improve government day-care icuiers and in­
stead help poor parents purchase pn .ae or even

j seems not to bother 
le 1996 California Dem­

ocratic Convention: 
“We also need to in­
crease the number 
and maximum award 
of Pell Grants.”

Liberals even like 
child-care vouchers. “I 
will work to expand 
the Child Care and 
Development Block 

care for nearly 150,000

DEROY
MURDOCK

ocratic,candidates and campaign committees in the 
1998 and 2000 election cycles, the Center for Re­

lacking basic skills for citizenship or professional 
success. They truly fear that some voucher-empow­
ered first-grader might flee a government school in 
Watts and actually learn to read at a quality Cath-

Why? The ugly fact is that those who provide the 
needy with college degrees, child care, shelter and 
even groceries lack political punch. Teachers’ 
unions, in contrast, have given $8,966,859 to Dem-

Democrats
Love Vouchers, 

Except for Schools

ways for Democrats.
Albert Gore, Hillary Clinton and other Democrats 

need the teachers’ unions and thus continue to eat 
from their hands. And if poor black and Hispanic 
kids stay dumb because the NEA and AFT hate 
school vouchers, so what? To make their omelet, 
Democrats must crack a few eggs.

faith-based child care. In fact, the Alien AME 
Church’s pre-school in Queens ha.-> its voucher- 
funded 3- to 5-year-olds memorize Bible verses.

Liberals only hate vouchers that would modernize 
government schools that too often transform inno­
cent kindergartners into ignorant 12th-graders

Grant to subsidize child _
more low-income children next year,” Gore has de­
clared. According to the 1998 Green Book, a House 
Ways and Means Committee oversight document, 
the $3.5 billion federal CCDBG program allows 
parents to “receive a certificate or voiaher that can 
be used to purchase child care froto r. provider of 
the parents’ choice . . . which can uni i sectarian

/tV, Hillary and 

other Dems need 
the teachers1 

unions. J

Georgetown University, Mormon theology at Brig­
ham Young and rabbinical practices at Yeshiva.

Such church-state synergy
the first lady. As she told the

'OR the finest in liberal flim-flam, listen to top 
I Democrats discuss vouchers.

Albert Gore blames school vouchers for 
“draining away precious public dollars from our 

public schools, giving them to private schools that 
are not accountable.” Even worse, the prospect that 
taxpayer dollars might indirectly finance religious 
entities gives hives to the voucher-allergic. “I have 
no idea how anyone could design a voucher system 
that would meet
the constitutional
requirements for
separation
tween church and
state,” Hillary
Rodham Clinton
told the United Federation of Teachers.

But these objections drop like leaves from syca­
mores when it comes to other voucher programs. 
Indeed, liberals love vouchers outside K-12 educa­
tion. Federal Pell Grants, for instance, are vouchers 
for college kids.

At up to $3,300 a year, Pell Grants help students 
enroll in government schools such as UCLA and 
the University of Michigan — and also at Stanford, 
Yale and other private campuses. Somehow, liber­
als don’t squawk when a UCLA sophomore trans­
fers to Stanford, thus draining away her Pell Grant 
from a government institution to a private univer­
sity.

In fact, Gore said in the final presidential debate 
that he wants “more Pell Grants for those who are 
in the lower-income groups.”

Pell Grants — fiscal 2000 taxpayer cost: $7.9 bil­
lion — also help scholars study Catholic doctrine at
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Author Betty C. Monkman and photographer Bruce White sign copies of 
“The White House: Its Historic Furnishings and First Families”'at their book 
partv at the White House Visitor Center.

1
10 8

Monkman, seemed clearly 
■' relieved that the three-year pro­

ject finally was finished. 
“It was hard,” she said with a 

deep laugh. “I’m not a professional 
- writer.”

One of her discoveries was find­
ing out that a president’s political 
persuasion had little to do with the 
manner in which he furnished the 
White House. The agrarian James 
Monroe, for example, refurnished 
the White House with finely 
carved pieces from Pierre-Antoine 
Bellange, cabinetmaker to the 
French royal family.

“Surprisingly, Andrew Jackson 
had wonderful silver,” Mrs. 
Monkman said of the backwoods

of the public rooms is “limited to 
the first quarter of the 19th centu­
ry. Some of the great Victorian 
things just don’t fit anywhere.”

He easily could have meant the 
gaudy-looking, yard-long 
“Hiawatha’s Boat,” a silver cen­
terpiece bought by Julia Grant, 
Ulysses S. Grant’s first lady. 
Based on Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow’s Iroquois poem, it 
depicts a befeathered Hiawatha 
astride a viking-type ship, waving 
a sword.

The book’s author, White
House curator Betty C.

^ew, if any, political heavy­
weights were at the White
House Visitor Center

___ Wednesday night, but no
one seemed to mind. The biggest
star at the book party for “The
White House: Its Historic Fur­
nishings and First Families”
(Abbeville Press) turned out to be 
the 200-year-old house itself.

The two-hour event, which fea­
tured sparkling wines and finger
food, also gave guests a chance to
view the center’s new exhibit,
“Furnishing the Nation’s Home:
Treasures From the White House.” 

“We’ve always wished we could
show the public some of the great
treasures that were in storage,” ---------------------------- - --------- -
said exhibit curator William G. All- Democrat and popular man of the 
man, noting that the style of many people, who bought fine flatware

............. ” and serving dishes from the estate 
of a Russian minister. “One would 
not expect that he’d have wonder­
ful taste.”

For photographer Bruce White, 
the challenge was scheduling time 
in a full calendar of public and 
private events.

“It’s a very difficult place to pho­
tograph because the rooms only 
have windows on one side [and] 
are lit from one direction,” said Mr. 
White, who said he strove to make 
his photos as three-dimensional (or 
“touchable”) as possible.

— Patrick Butters
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iat struck your eye when 
Independent Counsel 
Robert Ray reported that 

, Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
contrary to her vows to the public, 
played a key role in firing seven 
White House travel office employ­
ees back in 1993 and then gave “fac­
tually inaccurate” testimony to gov­
ernment investigators?

The saga of the travel office fir­
ings fascinates me. Almost a year 
before the rest of the press recog­
nized the injustice, the American 
Spectator, of which I am happily 
editor in chief, reported Hillary was 
behind the firings. The seven White 
House employees had been sum­
marily thrust into the panks of the 
unemployed. One, Billy Dale, had 
been prosecuted for embezzlement 
after being smeared by the FBI. All 
this cruel injustice was visited upon 
these otherwise ordinary citizens 
because, as a White House aide’s 
memo quotes Hillary as telling him: 
“We need those people out. We need 
ourpeople in.”

Stonewalling and otherwise 
obstructing legitimate inquiries, 
Hillary has lied about her role for 
seven years (all the while com­
plaining about the inquiries’ cost). 
Remember, she did not have to lie. 
There had never been anything ille- 
gaLabout replacing the employees. 
Yet she lied, possibly to escape 
responsibility for the brutal way 
the men were treated and the false 
charges made against them.

Tn interviews in the Spectator, 
they described how they were sub­
ject to tactics reminiscent of those 
of a police state. Mr. Dale’s defense 
cost him much of his personal sav­
ings before the phony charges 
brought against him were dis­
missed by a jury in little more than 
two hours. It took these men years 
to put their lives back together.

So, what struck my eye in read­
ing the reports of the independent 
counsel’s final judgment was not 
the validation of the Spectator’s 
account of Hillary’s role in Travel­
gate nor her breezy dismissal of 
Mr. Ray’s findings. What struck me 
was the White Blouse’s continued 
defaming of its former employees, 
years after their exoneration. 
Instead of making some bland 
response exploiting Mr. Ray’s deci­
sion not to prosecute Hillary, the 
White House excreted a statement 
saying Mr. Ray’s report “confirms 
what we have long said: There were 
financial improprieties in the trav­
el office,” blah, blah, blah. Again, 
does this treatment of innocent pri­
vate citizens not summon up 
thoughts of police-state tactics?

Bill Clinton, Hillary Clinton, Al 
Gore, and almost all the rest of the 
eminences in this incomparable 
administration have been accused 
of more lying than any administra­
tion in history. Many times they 
have been caught. Sometimes they 
have been charged and convicted, 
for instance with contempt of court, 
and duly fined. But rarely has it 
been noted that some of their lies 
have cost ordinary citizens their

If you would like to respond in the 
FORUM to a Commentary column 
please e-mail your letter to 
forumta twtmail.com. Letters may 
also be sent — double-spaced and 
typed — to FORUM; The Washington 
Times, 3600 New York Ave. NE, 
Washington, D C. 20002 or faxed to 
202/832-2982. Please be sure to 
include your daytime telephone 
number. Letters may be edited for 

, clarity and space.

<

Hillary Rodham Clinton

good names and even their jobs.
Lying can be amusing. It can 

bring democratic process to confu­
sion. But owing to the power of the 
federal government, some lies can 
trample civil rights. Where are the 
civil libertarians to defend the vic­
tims of the Clintons’ lies? The only 
civil libertarians I have seen ini 
action during the Clinton scandals 
have been those who wax eloquent 
on the Boy President’s right to pri­
vacy in conducting sex education 
classes at the office.

In its historic editorial of Oct. 22, 
the New York Times admirably 
summed up Hillary’s vices when it 
noted: “The investigative literature 
of Whitewater and related scandals 
is replete with evidence that Mrs. 
Clinton has a lamentable tendency 
to treat political opponents as ene­
mies. She has clearly been less than 
truthful in her comments to inves­
tigators and too eager to follow 
President Clinton’s method of ped­
dling access for campaign dona­
tions. Her fondness for stonewalling 
in response to legitimate questions 
about financial or legislative mat­
ters contributed to the bad ethical 
reputation of the Clinton adminis­
tration.” Surprisingly, however, the 
editorial was not an endorsement of 
her opponent, but of her.

Who says Thmmany Hall is dead? 
A bully, a liar, a corrupt fund-rais­
er, a stonewaller, that is just the 
kind of politician New York Democ­
rats of a certain, shall we say “moral 
toughness” went for in years gone 
by. In the continuing political career 
of Hillary, it is only a matter of time 
before cartoonists begin to depict 
her with a cigar between her thick 
fingers and a silk top hat cocked 
back on her head. Hillary is a Tam­
many Hall pol through and through. 
And if she stomps on a few innocent 
citizens, so what? As she might have 
told the editorialists at the Times, 
Thmmany’s new organ, “We need 
those people out. We need our peo­
ple in.”

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2000 ,
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Clinton to hit key states
to stoke party support

ripaign over how to tap Clintoi 
tical talents - if at all - in tl

By Ron Edmonds. AP

► Staying at the White House committees, but they are intended
he president also might through the weekend on presi- to benefit the entire party ticket - 
iri earlier in the week, dential business. He will try to including Gore.

The role of a sitting president in

thy toward the Clinton-Gore ad-

years
ballot
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USA TODAY

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

energizing the party’s core suppor­
ters to turn out at the polls.

His efforts include:
► Meeting in Washington with state and congressional' campaign ters and opponents,” Smith said.

and then travel to Arkansas, New 
York and possibly Louisiana and 
Kentucky. The presi'

scandals that have plagued it. <
“Al Gore is campaigning as his some time in Washington doing his Reagan played 
vn man, and he’s going to con- job - and not just to keep him off years when tf

IS

► Meeting in Washington with 
community activists and religious 
leaders who can mobilize Demo­
cratic voters. Today, Clinton will 
host hundreds of community lead­
ers, most of them African-Ameri­
can, at the White House. Sunday, 
he plans to visit one or more black 
churches in Washington. On Mon­
day, he’ll meet with religious lead­
ers who back the party.

► Recording radio advertise­
ments for Democratic candidates 
and phone messages that will be 
automatically dialed to likely Dem­
ocratic voters in districts with close 
congressional races.

own man, and he’s going to con- job - and not just to keep him off
tinue to do that,” Gore aide Mark the campaign trail.
Fabiani said. The thinking is that if Clinton is and Clinton Tn 1994. Smith’s con-

That attitude has kept Clinton engaged in high-stakes talks with elusion: “One-third of the time it 
. ............. . „'i congressionalandworldleaders.it helped, one-third of the time it had

kept up a frenetic travel will remind voters how important no real impact, and about one-third

Now Is Excellent Time to Lockdn
Guaranteed Interest Rates

Fixed annuity interest rates are now at an 
attractive level, having guaranteed returns of 
7.00% for six years and 7.50% for a ten year 
period, said John Douglass, a fixed-annuity prod­
uct analyst.

For information and state availability, call
Annuities Exchange, at 800-700-4709.

Attorneys and CPAs that would like local client referrals, please call.

1

lion for the party and candidates at hope, raise public doubts about Reagan’s and Clinton’s presence 
private receptions. whether Republican George W. only heightened the anger of some

Now, Clinton will concentrate his Bush is up to the task. That is a critical voters, who were then mo- 
energies on wooing undecided vot- theme Gore's surrogates have been tivated to show up at the polls to 
ers to the Democratic camp and promoting all week. oppose the candidates the presi-

Officially, the rallies Clinton plans dents were endorsing, Smith said. ■ 
to attend next week are for House “The problem with a visit is that 
candidates and will be paid for by everybody sees it - your suppor-

WASHINGTON - President Clin­
ton will finally hit the hustings next
week, crisscrossing the country to 
campaign in California and a few 
other states for Al Gore and Demo­
cratic congressional candidates.

After weeks of angst in the Gore 
campaign over how to tap Clinton's
political talents - if at all - in the 
final days of a close race for the
White House, aides to the presi­
dent and vice president have
agreed that Clinton can best be
used for get-out-the-vote drives
aimed at Democrats in key states.

To that end, Clinton will leave
Thursday on a trip that could last
through Election Day Nov. 7. He Birthday bash: Robert De Niro tries to get President Clinton to speak 
will spend two days in California like a New Yorker on Wednesday at a party for Hillary Rodham Clinton.

away from public rallies, although
he has kept up a frenetic travel
schedule to raise about $100 mil- the job is - and, the Democrats of the time it hurt."

Reagan’s and Clinton’s presence

Kentucky....
visit Missouri earlier in the wee!

But Clinton will not appear with reach agreement with Congress on The role of a sitting president in 
Gore, a decision made weeks ago a new budget and tax cuts, and an election campaign is often a 
by the vice president, who is ner- help quell the violence in the Mid- source of disagreement.
vous about rekindling voter antipa- die East. Clinton’s former political director,
thy toward the Clinton-Gore ad- Some close to Clinton say that Craig Smith, said that when he was 
ministration because of the Gore aides say it is in the vice presi- in the White House, he had looked 
scandals that have plagued it. dent’s interest for Clinton to spend into roles Clinton and President 

1 as campaigners in 
....... they weren’t on the
- Reagan in 1982 and 1986
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Oddly enough, in September, (he 
committee made direct contribu­
tions of $1,000 to $2,000 each to the 
campaigns of seven Congressional 
candidates, but not to Mr. Lazio’s 
campaign.

Mark Montini, a spokesman for 
the committee, which is also known 
as the Conservative Leadership 
PAC, defended its expenditures, say­
ing that it hoped to buy commercials 
attacking Mrs. Clinton before the end 
of the campaign. “We have a pretty 
big donor list that we are obviously 
still working with,” he said. ‘‘I am 
very comfortable with where we

tack by an existing or little-known 
one. They note that just before the 
Republican presidential primary in 
New York in March, a newly created 
group that supported Gov. George W. 
Bush of Texas pajd for commercials 
attacking Mr. Bush’s opponent, Sena­
tor John McCain of Arizona.

Created in a blaze of self-promo­
tion, Conservatives for Effective 
Leadership apparently expired qui­
etly earlier this year. Whether it 
harvested a major amount of money 
— and if it did, what happened to that 
money — is unclear. Though it de­
scribed itself as a political action 
committee, it never filed disclosure 
documents with the Federal Election 
Commission.

In July 1999, Gary Nolan, a nation­
ally syndicated radio talk show host

Mr. Montini said the group had 
sent a commercial to television sta­
tions in New York, though it had not 
yet bought air time.

The committee paid Mr. Viguerie, 
the direct-mail consultant, and his 
associates and companies a total of 
$178,000, ano owes them $684,000, the 
records show. An assistant to Mr. 
Viguerie said he was not available to 
comment.

Another group, the American Con­
servative Union, had said it would 
spend $7 million in the race. Its politi­
cal action committee has collected 
$44,000 this year, said the group’s 
executive director, Christian Josi.

Mr. Josi noted that the group had 
used other funds, which he declined 
to describe, to mail a slender paper­
back titled "Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton: What Every American Should 
Know” to New Yorkers. He said two 
million copies had been sent, but that 
figure could not be independently 
verified.

While the conservative groups said 
they were dedicated to defeating 
Mrs. Clinton, they have been snubbed 
by Mr. Lazio and his predecessor, 
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, who 
dropped out of the race in May.

"The dirty little secret about all 
these groups all along,” said a 
spokesman for the Lazio campaign, 
Dan McLagan, “is that they were in 
it to line their own pockets and make 
sure that their pets were never in 
danger of having to eat real pet food. 
It was never about helping us. We 
knew that, and the Clinton people 
knew that. And the supposedly quick­
witted New York media should have 
known that.”

What has especially annoyed the 
Lazio partisans is that by boasting 
about their plans, the groups pro­
vided the Clinton campaign with a 
convenient foil for its own fund-rais­

ing.
Some of Mrs. Clinton’s appeals 

cast her as an underdog by contend­
ing that conservative groups were 
amassing millions of dollars to beat 
her. But they neglect to mention that 
such spending has not occurred.

For several weeks in late summer, 
Mrs. Clinton parried Mr. Lazio’s call 
for a ban on spending by outside 
groups in the race by noting that 
many conservative organizations 
had said they were planning to aid 
his candidacy. By doing so, she was 
able to delay a pledge not to accept 
so-called soft-money spending by 
Democratic committees.

In late September, the two candi­
dates agreed to a ban on spending on 
television and radio commercials by 
outside groups, though some groups 
have said they will not abide by it. 
Those conservative groups that do 
abide by it can buy newspaper adver­
tisements, engage in direct-mail ad­
vocacy and help finance voter drives.

A spokesman for the Clinton cam­
paign, Howard Wolfson, said the 
campaign was not being unreason­
able in assuming that the conserva­
tive groups would carry through wi.T 
their spending goals because thei 
was still time left to go on the attack. 
"We take them very seriously,” he 
said.

The founder of ConserveAmerica, 
Carlo Pellicciari, said in an inter­
view that collecting money against 
Mrs. Clinton was harder than he ex­
pected because donors were more 
willing to give to candidates than to 
outside groups. While his goal had 
been $5 million, in the first six 
months of this year he took in only 
$762, he said, adding that he then 
stopped fund-raising.

Mr. Pellicciari, who lives in East­
chester, N.Y., and is in the property 
management business, said most of 
the outside groups were self-serving 
because they were not based in New 
York.

“They saw an opportunity,” he 
said. “I saw an opportunity as well, 
but you know what, I have a vested 
interest as a taxpayer of New York.”

He acknowledged that in the end, 
Mrs. Clinton had used the groups to 
her political advantage.

"1 was trying to use her,” he said. 
“And in the same way, she used me. 
But because she’s Hillary Clinton 
and I’m Carlo Pellicciari, we’re not 
at the same level. And she was better 
at it than I am.”

By CLIFFORD J. LEVY

Conservatives for Effective Lead­
ership was set up last year with an 
urgent mission: to rain the fury of 
the right wing — $10 million worth of 
fury, its founders promised — on 
Hillary Rodham Clinton’s Senate 
campaign in New York. The group 
would expose her record, condemn 
her agenda and impugn her ethics. 
Hound her back to Arkansas.

"There’s nothing that we won't do 
to keep Hillary out of office,” it de­
clared in a fund-raising letter in the 
summer of 1999.

But with less than two weeks to go 
before the election, Conservatives 
for Effective Leadership has van­
ished, without playing any role in the 
campaign. And it is not alone.

When Mrs. Clinton entered the 
race, many conservative groups 
huffed and puffed and vowed to de­
feat her. In all, the groups said, they 
would pour at least $35 million and 
probably more into the New York 
race. So far, they appear to have 
spent little — and in many cases 
nothing — against her.

The groups include Save Our Sen­
ate, established by some political 
consultants in California, and Con­
serveAmerica, the brainchild of a 29- 
year-old in Westchester County who 
said he planned a $5 million war 
chest against Mrs. Clinton.

Only one group, the Emergency 
Committee to Stop Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, seems to have had any fund- 
raising success. It had planned to 
collect $9 million, and by Sept. 30, had 
taken in $1.8 million.

But nearly all those receipts have 
gone to direct-mail expenses, includ­
ing fees charged by direct-mail com­
panies with ties to the group’s lead­
ers, rather than to the New York 
race. The group is actually heavily in 
debt, and owes $2.4 million for direct- 
mail expenses.

If anything, the conservative 
groups have been a liability for the 
Republican candidate, Representa­
tive Rick A. Lazio, who has sought to 
present himself as a moderate. The 
Lazio campaign, which has raised 
money easily, has begun criticizing 
the groups, saying they cared only 
about their own interests rather than 
his election.

It is still possible that a spurt of 
spending could occur at the end of 
the race. Mrs. Clinton’s aides, while 
acknowledging that these groups 
have not been a significant factor so 
far, say that they fear a sudden at­

The first lady’s 
enemies are not 
necessarily Rick
Lazio’s friends.

who was a founder of the group, said 
the response to its first mailing of 
40,000 fund-raising letters was 
“huge,” though he declined to pro­
vide details. Mr. Nolan did not re­
spond to three telephone messages 
seeking comment.

Another founder, Craig Shirley, a 
political consultant in Washington, 
sought to distance himself from the 
group, referring questions to Mr. No­
lan. “I really haven’t been involved 
with it in quite a while,” Mr. Shirley 
said.

Only the Emergency Committee to 
Stop Hillary Rodham Clinton — an 
alliance of Washington elders like 
Edwin Meese III, attorney general 
under President Reagan — appears 
to have raised significant sums.

But new disclosure records filed 
with the F.E.C. show that the com­
mittee is $2.4 million in debt to di­
rect-mail companies and consult­
ants, including Richard A. Viguerie, 
the well-known conservative direct- 
mail expert with longstanding rela­
tionships to the committee’s leaders. 
In other words, the committee has 
spent nearly $4 million on fund-rais­
ing, and little if anything against 
Mrs. Clinton.
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Korean leader as Kim Jong II.
In addition, while Mr. Lazio was 

pointed and detailed in offering criti­
cism of Mr. Clinton’s policies he was 
comparatively vague in offering his 
own proposals and did not stop to 
hold a news conference with report­
ers today to discuss the speech.

Mrs. Clinton’s spokesman, Howard 
Wolfson, sought to use the subject of 
foreign policy again today to raise 
questions about Mr. Lazio’s creden­
tials for the job, noting the prepara­
tions that Mr. Lazio had made for the 
speech. “Last week Rick Lazio got a 
special foreign policy tutorial from 
Henry Kissinger,” he said. “Today, 
New Yorkers learned he should have

stayed after class for extra help. 
Without anything original or positive 
to say, Rick Lazio was forced to 
continue hurling negatives and play­
ing politics with foreign policy.”

Mr. Lazio skipped around the 
globe in his speech and in the ques- 
tion-and-answer session, but spent 
the most time talking about the Mid­
dle East. He said the United States 
should no longer seek to play the role 
of honest broker in Middle East ne­
gotiations, and that responsibility for 
the collapse of the peace process 
“squarely lies” with Yasir Arafat, 
the Palestinian leader. “The time 
has come for the Clinton administra­
tion to stop playing honest broker

Mr. Lazio said Mr. Clinton had 
also failed to take a tough enough 
stand against China’s human rights 
abuses. “China must be made to 
understand that we want better rela­
tions — that we want to engage them 
through trade and other means,” he 
said. “But they must also understand 
that use of force against Taiwan is a 
dead-end, and that Taiwan will have 
the means to defend itself, and the 
unwavering support of the United 
Sates, if Beijing tries.”

Echoing a line of attack that Mr. 
Bush has used against Vice Presi­
dent Al Gore presidential race, he 
also said the nation’s armed fqrces 
had been hurt by cuts in defense 
spending and by being deployed on 
what he said were too many ill-de­
fined overseas missions. “America 
is once again headed toward a hollow 
military: the readiness and morale 
of our troops is in steep decline.”
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Criticism of being 
(the world’s social 
worker. ’

Representative Rick A. Lazio during a speech at the Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University yesterday.
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By ADAM NAGOURNEY

SYRACUSE, Oct. 26 - Represent­
ative Rick A. Lazio offered a broad 
indictment of the Clinton administra­
tion’s foreign policy today, asserting 
that weakness and indecision by the 
White House over the last eight years 
had undermined the nation’s credi­
bility and contributed to increased 
turmoil in China, Russia and, most of 
all, the Middle East.

With less than two weeks left in his 
campaign for Senate against Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, Mr. Lazio gave one 
of the most detailed speeches of his 
entire campaign, a tough-talking ad­
dress that echoed the criticisms of 
the White House made by George W. 
Bush this year.

. Mr. Lazio did not mention Mrs. 
Clinton once in his 29-minute speech. 
But while answering questions after 
his prepared address, at the Maxwell 
School of Citizenship and Public Af­
fairs at Syracuse University, he re­
sponded indirectly to the central ar­
gument of a foreign policy speech 
she gave last week: that the nation 
should play a more aggressive role 
in world affairs. “The role of the 
American military is not to build 
nations; it is not to be the world’s 
social worker,” Mr. Lazio said.

Mr. Lazio’s main target today was 
not his opponent, but her husband. He 
asserted that the president had in­
herited a stable world and dominant 
military when he took over the White 
House after 12 years qf Republican 
rule, and had proceeded to squander 
“this unique moment of opportuni­
ty.” Mr. Lazio offered a region-by- 
region analysis of what he called 
foreign policy mistakes by Mr. Clin­
ton, which he said had emboldened 
rogue nations, diluted the strength of 
the military and left allies unclear of 
the nation’s foreign policy priorities. 

“When the current administration 
took.office eight years ago, they in­
herited a world made safer by vic- 

— tory in the cold war and the unprece­
dented respect for, and deference to, 
American global leadership reflect­
ed by our victory in the gulf war,” 
Mr. Lazio said. “Today, after eight 
years of foreign policy by spin con­
trol, our credibility on the world 
stage is dissipated. When America 
speaks today, our friends don’t be­
lieve us quite as much, and neither 
do our enemies.”

In Mr. Lazio’s speech here today 
and in the one Mrs. Clinton gave last 
week at the Council on Foreign Rela­
tions in Manhattan, the two candi­
dates have introduced an unusual 
coda to their contest to succeed Dan­
iel Patrick Moynihan: foreign policy. 

It is extremely unusual for a candi­
date to offer a major policy address 
this late in a campaign, but there 
were more practical political consid­
erations in Mr. Lazio’s decision to 
give a speech on this topic. In making 
such a weighty speech in such a 
solemn forum, Mr. Lazio sought to 
counter Mrs. Clinton’s efforts to use 
the subject to reinforceXdoubts 
among voters about his experience.

Indeed, Mr. Lazio seemed comfort­
able and in command, both in deliv­
ering the written speech and in an­
swering questions from students and 
faculty, on issues ranging from the 
role of the United Nations (limited) 
to how much influence members of 
Congress should have on the nation’s 
foreign policy (fairly extensive). He 
ran into difficulty only at one point, 
referring to the leader of North Ko- 
tea as “Kim Jong the Second.” Mr. 
Lazio apparently misread the text, 
which correctly described the North 
•

Associated Press

and stand up for our friend Israel 
while she is under assault,” he said.

Mr. Lazio suggested that the presi­
dent had pushed too hard to force an 
agreement between Mr. Arafat and 
Ehud Barak, the Israeli prime minis­
ter, out of concern for his own legacy. 
“The artificial time constraints of a . 
presidential term may well have 
driven the parties toward an unsus­
tainable agreement due to the emo­
tional and complex nature of the 
issues involved,” he said.

Mr. Lazio said the Clinton adminis­
tration had erred in its dealing with 
Russia by putting too much focus on 
a single leader rather than maintain­
ing contacts with other leaders. "En­
suring Russia’s Democratic future 
requires engaging and supporting 
not Russia’s increasingly autocratic 
government, but Russian civil soci­
ety.”

Mil!;
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By Cl.ArniA Rusi-i-r
III New York's Senate race. Republican 

Rick Lazio lias been too gentlemanly to 
remind voters of some of the murkier is­
sues surrounding his opponent. Hillary 
Clinton. Mrs. Clinton's campaign is even 
crying foul over Mr. Lazio daring to circu­
late copies of our recent editorial arguing 
that a Senate victory, given iter prominent 
roll’ in scandal defense, would be an "an 
absolution of iter husband's moral and eth­
ical standards." So we guess it s also up to 
us to indelicately mention another of those 
flagrantly disturbing episodes in Mrs. Clin­
ton's career: her quick profit of nearly 
SlfHI.IIIHI on a Sl.iltK) stake in the futures 
markets.

The big question, still, is whether Mrs. 
Clinton was. as she said, just well-advised 
and "lucky," or whether—via the filter of 
the futures markets-she took a fat bribe 
and then coolly lied about it.

* * *
It has become accepted wisdom that 

the matter was settled in 1I194 when Mrs. 
Clinton, under public pressure, dressed 
herself in pink and held a press confer­
ence in the White House. Perched under a 
portrait of Honest Abe Lincoln, Mrs. Clin­
ton described her astounding gains back 
in 1978-79 as simply "a good investment 
offered by somebody who knew a lot."

But "good investment” does not begin 
to describe Mrs. Clinton's highly unusual 
return of almost 10,00(1’ < over 10 months in 
the futures markets. Back in 1979. that big 
a lump of pin money' came to more than 
the annual incomes of both Clintons com­
bined. To achieve such gains. Mrs. Clin­
ton-assuming she was trading honestly, 
not with some private understanding of 
guaranteed "profits "-had to put many 
limes the family income repeatedly at 
risk, an odd move if the aim was, as she 
said, to "try to create some financial secu­
rity for our family . . .”

In places like the trading pits of the 
Chicago Mercantile Exchange, whence em­
anated Mrs. Clinton's super profits, there 
are pros who know plenty about how 
things work. "It's a mockery of the profes­
sion to say you took a thousand dollars 

sisted she did not get —"favoritism." Ac­
cording to a market veteran who worked 
as a clerk for Refco at the lime. Mrs. Clin­
ton's version that she called the shots, 
trade-by-trade, on her relatively small lots 
of individual deals, is implausible.

The late 1970s brought a roaring and 
volatile cattle market, and Refco was one 
of the most fast-and-loose brokerage firms 
in the business. In the normal course of 
trading, futures dealers are supposed Io 
specify which trades are done for which 
customers. But this former Refco clerk 
says business at that stage was so brisk 
that Refco deals were done mainly in big 
blocks-far bigger than Hillary's individ 
ual recorded orders. Only later would the 
brokers code transactions by customer 
and decide which trade-meaning what 
profit or loss-to parcel out to whom. 
"When Hillary came forward and said she 
was doing her own trades. I knew immedi­
ately that she wasn't telling the truth." 
says this former clerk.

* *
His doubts bear noting, especially be­

cause soon after Hillary cashed in her prof­
its. the Merc accused Refco of breaking 
the rules and Mr. Bone, in particular, of 
"serious and repeated violations of record 
keeping functions, order-entry proce­
dures, margin requirements and hedge 
procedures." Without confirming or deny­
ing the charges, Refco Chairman Thomas 
Dittmer and Mr. Rone agreed to penalties 
imposed by the exchange. Mrs. Clinton 
was among the customers for whom Refco 
traded without requiring the normal 
amount of margin money needed to cover 
likely losses.

The issue boils down to whether Mrs. 
Clinton was exceptional enough to have 
been both one of the luckiest amateur fu­
tures traders ever as well as a customer 
for whom Mr. Bone and Refco. while over 
looking margin retpiirements and a host of 
other rules for at least some of their cus­
tomers. otherwise played it straight. Or 
did Mrs. Clinton let Refco fiddle her ac­
counts to deliver huge net gain, while she 
herself was either too careless to notice, or 
too dishonest to protest?

The question becomes all the more in­
teresting because it isn't merely a matter 
of history. There is room to wonder 
whether there were swaps of favors over 
the years. Mrs. Clinton's mentor of lhe 
market, Mr. Blair, numbers among the 
Clintons' Lincoln-bedroom guests, both 
from the early 1990s and the past 15 
months. And Mr. Blair's longtime em­
ployer, Tyson Foods, has enjoyed boosts 
from Mr. Clinton since Hillary's trading 
days. To give a fairly recent example, in 
1990 both President Clinton and Vice Presi­
dent Gore went to bat persomilly to per 
shade Russia's President Boris Yeltsin 
and Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
to continue allowing the import of some 
$6011 million a year worth of chicken, lhe 
bulk produced by Tyson Foods.

* * *
Probably the most influential expert on 

futures seen to have defended Mrs. Clin­
ton is former chairman of lhe Chicago 
Merc, Leo Melamed. At the special re­
quest of the White House, Mr. Melamed in 
1994 looked Ihrough Mrs. Clinton's old trad­
ing records. He concluded that Mrs. Clin­
ton herself had not violated any rules of 
the exchange-her broker did that.

But the issue is not whether Mrs. Clin­

l
t

ton broke the rules of the Merc, wliieh is 
what Mr. Melamed chose to address. 
Rather, it is whether-or to whal ex 
tent-she knowingly let other people break 
the rules for Iter and then lied about it. 
Interviewed by phone this week. Mr. 
Melamed said he had been concerned unit 
with the rules of the Merc. As far as .my 
private understanding Mrs. Clinton might 
have had with her broker, says Mr. 
Melamed: "Those are not things I was 
looking at. nor did I give a damn.

Maybe only Messrs. Blair and Bone 
and Mrs. Clinton herself can say for sure 
whether she was just a hapless henefi 
ciary of a generous and rule-breaking bro­
ker. hand-picked by a clever friend whose 
company later got some business help 
from the Clinton administration: or 
whether she took a payoff and lied about 
it. Given that Mrs. Clinton is now running 
for a job of public trust in the Senate—a 
place where one might waul to keep bribe­
takers to a minimum-it seems a question 
still worth asking.

A

and made a hundred thousand." says Joe 
Gressel, a 19-year veteran of the Mere's 
trading pits. "Around here." he adds, in a 
sentiment echoed by some of his col­
leagues. "we're flabbergasted that she's 
bamboozled the people of New York state."

The basic plot line of Mrs. Clinlon's 
foray into the futures markets ikeep your 
eye on two players-lawyer James Blair 
and broker Robert "Red" Bone) is that in 
October 1978, she put up $1.0(10 to start 
trading through Mr. Bone, who worked in 
the Arkansas office of
a brokerage firm 
called Refco. Mrs. i 

Clinton said she did ® 
this at tlte urging of a 
friend, Xlr. Blair, who 
until early this year 
was chief in-house 
counsel for Arkansas­
based Tyson Foods.

Over Hl months, 
buying and selling fu­
tures contracts in a va­
riety of commodities, 
especially cattle. Mrs.
Clinton after various ups and downs had 
made nearly SHWJiOt), and in July 1979 got 
out of the market. While this was going on, 
Bill Clinton had advanced from the influen­
tial position of Arkansas attorney general 
to the more powerful job of governor.

By Mrs. Clinton's account, she con­
sulted Mr. Blair often during her trading 
days, but made actual decisions herself. 
"Jim would call me on a regular basis and 
I would make a decision whether or not 1 
would trade, and then the trade would be 
placed, often he placed it for me. There 
was nothing wrong with that," said Mrs. 
Clinton, in her pink press conferem e.

Maybe not. But did Mrs. Clinton's prof­
its really come from whatever orders she 
gave Mr. Blair? Or-as some futures ex­
perts still wonder-did she have a helping 
hand at Refco. ensuring her a huge net 
gain by salting some big winners among 
otherwise legitimate ups and downs?

* * *
Ry several accounts, there was a lot of 

latitude at Refco for something Hillary in 
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America, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armed Forces, Leader of the 
Free World, husband of New 
York’s GOP Senate candidate, 
William Jefferson Whatsisface 
plans to work the phones for his 
wife.

The last three days before 
D-Day, Nov. 7, Clinton will do 
his Bubba Blitz. He’s calling His­
panics and blacks statewide. His 
recorded message will tell them 
to get out the vote. It’s a White 
House dance. The Hustle for 
Hillary.
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thority continues — calling into 
retroactive question the value of

Arab-Americans’ political power is on the rise, while
Jews seem to care most about the Democratic Party
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people. The unpopular war in 
Lebanon in 1982 began to eat

the insurrection will depress and 
bewilder the genuinely peace-

Lti i

away at the unanimity of Ameri­
can Jewish opinion about the 
righteousness of their support 
for Israel.

'HIS election is a time of test­
ing for America’s Jews — a 
test of electoral influence 
and ethnic will in the face of 

an Arab uprising against their 
Israeli brethren in the Middle 
East and rising Arab-American 
influence here at home. Two 
startling developments in the 
past week, one local and one na­
tional, make clear just how high 
the stakes have become.

Yesterday, the Daily News re­
ported that Hillary Clinton at­
tended a $50,000 fand-raiser on 
her behalf in June sponsored by 
the American Muslim Alliance 
— a group that supports the use

peace process,” the fact is that 
the Jewish state is now facing 
peril in a way it has not since 
1967.

than other i
Jewish willingness to vote, to 
argue with moral urgency for 

That peril is not im­
mediate. Israel will prevail in 
any confrontation with the Pal-

6 Has American 

Jewry devolved into a 
ratic Party 

support group? J

ance are pernicious —support­
ing as they do, either implicitly 

explicitly, groups like Hamas 
that engage in 
in the Middle

loving people there).
But the Arab League summit 

last weekend raised the possibil­
ity of Egypt and Jordan severing 
their ties to Israel if the current 
face-off with the Palestinian Au-
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committed to Israel in its 
time of need and more com­

mitted to narrow Democratic 
Party interests than Arab-Amer­
icans are to the Palestinians. 
Jewish influence on U.S. foreign 
policy, already on the wane, will 
begin to die.

So, too, will Jews in the Middle 
East — not to mention the long­
standing American commitment 
to the only democratic state in a 
sea of totalitarian and tinpot dic­
tatorships. And the lessening of 
that commitment will do injury 
to America’s soul.

E-mail: pod.horetz@nypost.com

an important common interest.
And they have taken as their 
model the American Jewish
community in the 1960s and
1970s — also tiny in absolute
numbere but far more powerfal with Palestinians like these leading the way,

into little more than a Demo­
cratic Party support group that 
seems far more passionate about 
the preservation of abortion 
rights than the security of their 
uniquely beleaguered people.

That’s why the Nov. 7 election 
is such a crucial moment for the 
American Jewish community. 
Whether you call the current 
state of Israeli-Palestinian rela-

Without the unifying effect of tions a war or a “time out in the 
support for Israel against the
implacable hostility of Mideast
Arab states and would-be states,
American Jewry has devolved

any peace arrangements with 
Arab states. And Israel’s one 
million Arab citizens are threat­
ening to become a fifth column, 
opening up the prospect of civil 
war inside the 1947 borders.

At the same moment, Ameri­
can politicians are courting Arab 
voters and money as never be­
fore, even as they continue to 
voice support for Israel.

These two electoral gambits 
cannot coexist for long.

And this fact poses a threat to 
American support for Israel in 
the long term. It’s a vital matter 
that should' concern all Jews, 
even non-Zionist Jews, because 
of the possibility of large-scale, 
pan-Arab and explicitly anti-Se­
mitic war against a nation sim­
ply because it is governed by a 
Jewish majority.

Which makes the Jewish vote 
in the New York Senate race so 
important. It is to be expected 
that Jews will favor Al Gore in 
large numbers, so there’s no way 
for a protest vote against George

O t

85 § 

if

9
W. Bush on this matter will 

register. The only means 
American Jews have to 
send the message that 

|they are willing to band 
together again on be- 

Hl I half of their people and 
Siy work against growing 

Arab-American power 
is to deny Hillary Clin- 

lajr ton a substantial por- 
tion of the Jewish vote 

here.
Without that, Jews 

will prove they are less

— a remark carefully calibrated 
to appeal to the 300,000 Arab- 
Americans living in the' battle­
ground state of Michigan. This 
marks the first time that Ameri­
cans of Arab descent have been 
courted as a distinct , ethnic vot­
ing bloc in a national debate.

While the views of groups such 
as the American Muslim Alli- 

r A

estinian Authority (though hun­
dreds upon hundreds of Israelis 
will die in terrorist attacks and 
the tough measures the Jewish 
state will have to take to combat 

or explicitly, gr< 
and Hezbollah 
terror not only
East but also here in the United 
States -— what they are doing is 
not only permissible but, in 
some sense, admirable.

As a tiny but growing popula­
tion inside the United States, 
they are now coming together in 
pursuit of what they take to be 

rtant common interest.
xI

I h

»

of street violence against Israeli 
civilians. This follows a private 
session that Mrs. Clinton tried 
to sneak past reporters this 
spring, where she collected an­
other $50,000 at the Washington 
home of Hani Masri, a Yasser 
Arafat intimate.

And last week in St. Louis, 
George W. Bush took pains to 
mention his concern about the 
“racial profiling” of Arab-Ameri­
cans by airport security officers 

Jews send the message that they don’t care by
their cause, and to put their voting for Hillary Clinton?
money where their mouths are.

The rising influence of Arab-
Americans comes at a time of di­
vision, confusion and apathy in
the Jewish community on mat­
ters directly affecting the Jewish
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waxwork effigy
25 percent of th. proved a big hit with the 

locals and drew an inter­

carved by Singer’s own 
hand after she learned to
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Hard Rock Cafe, or friends 
and family of the celebri­
ties. Who knows? Maybe 
Star Wars’ director George 
Lucas will buy R2D2. He’s 
pretty cool — he lights up 
and moves.”

The wax figures, which 
are part of a bigger collec­
tion called The Fair-
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Where would you find 
Elvis hanging out with 
Fidel Castro, Cleopatra 
and Hillary Clinton? These 
wax figures are part of 
The Fairground, to be 
auctioned by Guernsey's 
on Saturday. Jackie 0 and 
Martin Luther King (right) 
are also among some 85 
pieces on the block.

N.Y Post: Tamara Beckwith
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ground, will be auctioneo 
at noon Saturday at Piei 
92, 12th Avenue, at 55th 
Street on the Hudson 
River. Lots can be viewed 
from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Fri­
day, and 9 a.m. to noon 
Saturday. Call Guernsev’- 
at (212) 794-2280 fo<- 
information.

w*-
¥

• X* 

‘ *

* *

Museum 
owner puts 
waxworks 

on the block 
By VICKI GRIMSHAW-

IVER thought O.J.
Simpson, Saddam
Hussein and Prince
Philip were a bunch 

___ I of dummies? Well, 
they are.
They’re three of 85 wax­

work figures being auc­
tioned off at Manhattan’s 
Guernsey Auction House 
on Saturday.

The statues, some datin 
back to the 1920s, are ah 
from the Vermont Wax 
Museum, which owner Ayt 
Singer was forced to close 
down two years ago be­
cause of commitments at 
home in Brooklyn.

Singer expects her fig­
ures to fetch between 
$2,000 and $8,000-plus. 

“Waxworks are pretty

111
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make her own waxworks 
using wood, plaster and 
wax.

Singer first gained an in­
terest in waxworks several 
years ago when she bought 
an antique wax head then 
decided to make her own.

“I work from photos and 
pictures and each one 
takes about six months to 
make, from the first cast­
ing to finishing the cos­
tumes,” she says.

She bought other statues 
from museums around the 
U.S., then finally decided 
to set up her own show­
case.

When she couldn’t find a 
suitable site in New York, 
she opened shop in Man­
chester, Vt., in 1995.

Judging from the Guern­
sey’s catalog, the Vermont 
Wax Museum was no Mad­
ame Tussaud’s, but it

U‘/-

a1ion. I have one of the 
painter Raphael in my of­
fice and it’s a real talking 
point,” she says.

Models at the lower end 
of the scale include Prin­
cess Anne, 70’s pop idol 
David Cassidy and the late 
Russian president Leonid 
Brezhnev, while the looka­
likes of President Clinton, 
Elvis Presley and Marilyn 
Monroe in her famous 
white “airvent” dress are 
expected to raise the most.

In an amusing twist. 
Singer will allow the new 
owner of Hillary Clinton’s 
waxwork effigy to donate 
25 percent of the price to 
the political party of his or 
her choice.

“I’m hoping the Demo­
crats will buy her so noth­
ing bad happens to her. I 
wouldn’t want her head on 
top of any Republican rail­
ings,” she says.

Hillary was actually

vx

1Us 1M
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national crowd.
When her collection goes 

under the hammer this 
weekend Singer expects the 
more better known figures 
to receive the most bids.

From whom, exactly? 
“Hollywood types, people 

who like unique sculpture, 
maybe places like the
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washes hands of

FBI probes 
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terror plot
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ivplaque honoring 
human-rights efforts.
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“I am open to all support­
ers, but I will not silently
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Party boss Ray Harding 
appeared at a City Hall §
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hand by these groups 
to bring Hillary Clirlinton Idown.”
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that group
Hillary Clii
saying strong pro-Israeli 
things, that they were the

stand by when incendiary 
comments are made that 
support violence.”

Meanwhile, Clinton allies 
Ed Koch, Public Advocate 
Mark Green and'Liberal
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Hillary's world /
Editorial: Page 44
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of the Muslim group, 
whose leader supports the 
Palestinians’ use of armed 
force against Israel, pres­
ented Clinton with a 

her
■

hosts . .. What I say is 
there is a conspiracy at

press conference to defend 
the first lady as a friend of 
Israel.

“I saw the invitation to 
the Boston fund-raiser,” 
said Harding, a Holocaust 
survivor.

“There’s no name of a 
group. Now, all of a sudden 

j claims, after 
iinton has been

-'/A

The first lady said she 
didn’t know the plaque she 
accepted was from the 
American Muslim Alliance, 
although the organiza­
tion’s name is printed in 
large letters.

“I get handed thousands 
of plaques,” said Clinton, 
who posed for photos hold­
ing the plaque at the fund­
raiser.

■

GIVING BACK: Democratic Senate candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton tells the media yesterday she’s returning 
the $1,000 donation of a Muslim leader who supports the Palestinian terrorist group Hamas. ap
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Both sides 

press to get 

out the vote

v

By ANDY GELLER

Barred from spending 
soft money, the state’s po­
litical parties are mount­
ing a massive grass-roots 
get-out-the-vote efforts in 
the hotly contested Senate 
race.

By Election Day, the 
Democrats and Republi­
cans will have made
8 million phone calls to 
potential voters and sent 
out millions of pieces of 
mail.

Upstate, supporters of 
Republican Rick Lazio are 
holding town picnics, send­
ing out 100 volunteers at a 
time to distribute his 
newsletter and blanketing 
the countryside with lawn 
signs and bumper stickers. 

Downstate, union back­
ers of Democrat Hillary 
Clinton are concentrating 
on minority and working­
class neighborhoods where 
she desperately needs a 
good turnout to win.

One reason for this huge 
grassroots effort is that 
both candidates agreed 
last month not to use soft 
money for TV ads. 

“Certainly more re­
sources are available for 
the get-out-the-vote opera­
tion,” said state Demo­
cratic Party spokesman 
Peter Kauffmann.

By Nov. 7, the Democrats 
will have made 4 million 
phone calls and sent but
8 million pieces of mail, 
he said.

In addition, the Demo­
crats plan to field 25,000 
volunteers on Election 
Day.

Dan Allen, a spokesman 
for the state GOP, said the 
Republicans also plan to 
make 4 million calls.

The Republicans began 
their phone operation in 
August by identifying, po­
tential voters, including 
conservative upstate Dem­
ocrats whom Allen de­
scribed as Reagan Demo­
crats.

Now that the campaign 
is in the homestretch, the 
GOP is contacting those 
voters again.

Aiding Clinton’s get-out- 
the-vote effort are big 
unions like DC 37, the 
city’s largest municipal 
union.

Spokesman Chris Poli­
cano said the union plans 
to call 100,000 of its 
125,000 members by elec­
tion day.

Local 1199, which repre­
sents 200,000 hospital 
workers, also plans a big 
grassroots effort.

Spokesman Ken Sun­
shine said the union never 
planned to do any TV ads 
for the candidates. 

“Our style is getting out 
the vote,” he said. “We’re 
doing exactly what we 
planned to do.”



Meetings stir debate over

nature of groups
take foreign-policy posi- 
s and is involved in do-

The Muslim groups and ■ On Feb. 20, 1996, Clin- 
records confirm the first lady ' ton hosted a celebration
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gitimizes militant Islam,” said 
Emerson, who covered terrorism

test for suspect groups is wl 
they've condemned terrorism.

mitic song was sung that went,
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preservat

ton met at the White House 
with groups including the 
Council on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR), which 
Emerson says has defended 
Hamas terrorists and at­
tacked critics of terrorism as 
“racist.”

CAIR spokesman Ibrahim

Cooper said his group does 
not f ’ " '
tions and_______________
mestic matters such as 
fighting anti-Muslim dis-

By NILES LATHEM
Hillary Rodham Clinton 

has met for years with Mus- 
lim groups that critics ac­
cuse of anti-Israel and ter­
rorist connections — but 
some Jewish leaders say the 
groups are largely main­
stream.

The Muslim organizations 
said yesterday information 
about Clinton’s meetings 
with them since 1996 was 
amassed by an anti-terror 
researcher, Steven Emerson 
— whom they label a 
McCarthyite bigot.

crimination.
■ He called Emerson an 
'‘anti-Islam bigot” and de­
fended the visit:

“What’s wrong with a 
Muslim going to the White 
House?”

Hill’s meetings 

stir a debate

for CNN and detailed terrorist 
links in a PBS documentary “Jihad 
in America.”

Jewish leaders reacted cautiously 
to the allegations.

Abraham Foxman of the Anti­
Defamation League said the litmus 
test for suspect groups is whether 
the/ve condemned terrorism.

“Most of these groups have not 
outright condemned terrorism so 
these are not yet people who have 
earned the right to be in the main­
stream,” he said.

Rabbi Abraham Cooper of the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los 
Angeles said some of the Muslim 
groups Clinton met with are main-

MEETING from Page 15
“the most misunderstood religion 
in the world today.”

Emerson argues that Clinton’s 
connections to the groups are rele­
vant because she has criticized 
Rick Lazio for attending an event 
with the Reform Party’s Pat Bu­
chanan, and Mayor Giuliani, her 
former rival, for appearing on the 
dais with Austrian right-winger 
Joerg Haider.

Both Buchanan and Haider have 
been accused of anti-Semitism. 

“She can’t have her cake and eat 
it too,” Emerson said of Clinton.

Her meeting with extremists “le­
gitimizes militant Islam,”

Aly Abuzaa Kouk told The 
Post that his group de­
nounces terrorism and 
added that he is “insulted” 
by Emerson's questioning of 
his loyalty as an American.

He said the council’s goal 
is to increase the participa­
tion of American Muslims in 
the U.S. political process.
■ On Jan. 29, 1998, Clin­

ton spoke at a White House 
event, thanking the Muslim 
Public Affair Council’s Has­
san Hayout and Salaam al- 
Marayati — both of whom 
have praised Hezbollah, de­
fended Islamic extremists 
and justified terrorism, 
Emerson said.

Al-Marayati, the group’s 
head, denied Emerson’s 
charges and said his group 
disseminates information 
about Islam because it is

See MEETING on Page 381

attended eight events in the marking the end of the Mus- 
past four years. lim holiday period of Rama-

dzed 
lim 

Council, which Emerson 
calls a known supporter of 
terrorist groups.

In August 1996, she vis­
ited the AMC’s hospitality 
suite at the Democratic Con­
vention and was photo­
graphed with its then head. 

AMC executive director

stream but CAIR is “right there 
are the edge.”

He noted that CAIR had spon­
sored a May 1998 event in Brook­
lyn College at which an anti-Se­
mitic song was sung that went, 
“No to the Jews, descendants of the 
apes.”

Among them: dan at an event organizt
■ In January 1996, Clin- •” by the American Musli:

groups including the 
:il on American-Islamic
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Hot Springs, honey?
Should Hillary Rodham Clinton 

have rented, rather than bought, 
that big house in New York?

That’s what the National Re­
publican Senatorial Committee is 
asking upon word that Rep. Rick 
Lazio, Mrs. Clinton’s Republican 
opponent, is leading the first lady 
by as many as 18 points in up­
state New York.

A recent Zogby poll found Mr. 
Lazio ahead by a margin of 50 
percent to 32 percent everywhere 
but in New York City. Overall, he 
leads Mrs. Clinton by one lonely 
percentage point.
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Inside Politics
A

Mrs. Clinton said she thought 
the event had been organised by

'f \
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. Boston businessman Shahid Ah­
med Khan. The Associated Press 
reported yesterday that no Boston 
phone listing for him existed.

But the American Muslim Alli­
ance Web site features a photo­
graph of Mrs. Clinton at the Bos­
ton fund-raiser holding a plaque 
inscribed with the group’s name. 

The New York Daily News 
quoted the chairman of Massa­
chusetts chapter of the alliance as 
saying it had taken over sponsor­
ship of the event “about one 
week” before it happened.

The group’s national president, 
Agha Saeed, has said the Pales­
tinians have the right to use 
“armed force” against Israel.

Mrs. Clinton stopped just short 
of blaming a vast conspiracy for 
the flap.

“Somebody was trying to take 
advantage of me,” the first lady 
said. “We have 13 days left in this 
election. Fasten your seat belts. 
You have no idea what’s going to 
be thrown at me.”

The vast conspiracy
First lady Hillary Rodham 

Clinton blamed an unnamed 
“someone” yesterday for her re­
turning $50,000 raised for her 
Senate campaign by a group that 
backs the use of force against Is­
rael.

“All $50,000, every penny of it 
is going back,” Mrs. Clinton said,’ 
adding that she and her campaign 
workers had no idea the Amer­
ican Muslim Alliance was behind 
the June 13 fund-raiser in Boston.

Compiled by Greg Pierce
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Mrs. Clinton’s ‘ethical legacies’ I

reputation of the Clinton administration,” the edi­
torial continues. “If”—if — “she should choose to 
carry these patterns and tendencies into the Sen­
ate, her career there could be as bumpy and frus­
trating — and ultimately, as investigated — as her 
White House years.” Ergo, vote for Hillary.

The editorial tries to balance out the very, very 
bad with something more positive. Fbr example: 
“She outdid her opponents in visiting the state’s 62 
counties.” (Really, that’s what it says.) “Through the 
collection of firsthand stories, she learned about 
economic deprivation, energy costs, taxes, health 
crises, and troubled schools.” Just imagine: She 
learned all that, and she’s just a candidate for the 
U.S Senate. No wonder the New York Times dubs 
her “an unusually promising talent.”

But amid its enthusiasm for what it terms Mrs. 
Clinton’s “sophisticated vision of the world,” and, 
perhaps more important to its editors, her poten­
tial vote to “guard against Supreme Court nomi­
nees who would compromise the constitutional 
right [sic] to abortion,” the New York Times puts 
something more than Mrs. Clinton’s record on dis­
play: its own disregard of the crucial importance 
of seeking democratic leaders who will uphold the 
law, not undermine it by endlessly flouting and 
skirting it. Even as the editorial lists just a hand­
ful of the damning character flaws that have long 
marked Mrs. Clinton’s public life, it discounts 
them, weighing them as just so many ordinary pros 
and cons rather than the uniquely weighty dis- 
qualifiers that they should be.

“We are placing our bet on her to rise above the 
mistakes and difficulties of her first eight years in 
Washington,” the paper concludes. Why? There is 
a lifetime of evidence riding against just such a bet.

“Al? W:

RICHARD H. AMBERG JR., Vice Presided. General Manager 

GEOFFREY H. EDWARDS. Wee Presidenl 

\ KEITH COOPERRIDER. Chief Financial Officer 

I MICHAEL R. MAHR Advertising Director 
1 I ARTHUR D. FARBER Circulation Director 

/ PETER COURTRIGHT. Marketing Director

I DAVID N. COLEMAN. Production Director

SARA COOPERRIDER Computer Services Director 

JAMES BORER Human Resources Director 

RICHARD OBEN. Facilities Director

re believe,” the New York Times writes 
this week in its editorial endorsement 
of Hillary Rodham Clinton for Senate, 

“that Mrs. Clinton is capable of growing beyond the 
ethical legacies of her Arkansas and White House 
years.” Fascinating.

While every newspaper is entitled to its opinion, 
the Times’ endorsement raises some truly inter­
esting questions.

First: Who came up with that air freshener of a 
euphemism, “ethical legacies,” for an unfaltering 
career of grasping manipulation and outlaw oppor­
tunism stretching back 30 years? The newspaper 
goes on to list, delicately, some of the “concerns” 
voters may harbor about the first lady. There is the 
“investigative literature”—sounds like a fit. course 
— on all those Clinton scandals, “replete with evi­
dence” that Mrs. Clinton has a “lamentable ten­
dency to treat political opponents as enemies.” 
Lamentable, indeed. Just ask Juanita Broaddrick 
or Billy Dale how “lamentable” that “tendency” is.

The newspaper ventures to note that Mrs. Clin­
ton “has clearly been less than truthful in her com­
ments to investigators.” Less than truthful? The last 
time Mrs. Clinton’s sworn statements came under 
investigation, most recently in the Travelgate 
report released last week, Independent Counsel 
Robert Ray tagged them not “less than truthful,” 
but “factually false.”

The newspaper also clucks over Mrs. Clinton’s 
tendency “to follow President Clinton’s method of 
peddling access for campaign donations.’ ’ Who said 
she was “following” him?

But get this: “Her fondness for stonewalling in 
response to legitimate questions about financial or 
legislative matters contributed to the bad ethical 
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Clinton: Giving back 
$50,000 from fundraiser.

r-------- *!-

Rick Lazio, who called 
the donation "blood 
money.” The alliance's 
national president, Agha 

By Lynsey Addario, ap saee(j) has said Palestin­
ians should pursue their 
own state in the West 
Bank and Gaza.

Tom Cruise gives first lady birthday hug
Hillary Rodham Clinton danced on stage while the 

audience at a fundraiser waited for Cher to do her part 
at the first lady’s birthday party at Roseland in Man­
hattan. Actor Tom Cruise, a surprise guest, gave Clin­
ton a hug. “She looks pretty good for being 53,” Presi­
dent Clinton said of his wife, whose birthday is today. 
‘Td like to say I’m 43, but that’s fuzzy math,” she said. 

- Jeannie Williams

■
■ . k_, .

Clinton returns Arab-American money
Senate candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton said she 

didn’t know that the 
8 American Muslim Alli- 
; ance was behind a Bos- 
‘ ton fundraiser in June, 
j and she is returning the 
I $50,000 it raised. “I 
3 strongly disagree with 
■ the positions taken by 
I this group.” Jewish sup- 
I port is crucial for Clinton 
I in her race in New York 
I against Republican Rep.
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Michael Douglas, at Tuesday’s New York tribute to 
designer Tom Ford . .-^Chelsea Clinton as a surprise

1

people swarmed in to ready it for his visit W-Hillary 
Rodham Clinton’s birthday/fundraiser. '

News & views
By Jeannie Williams

lunch patron at Bobby Van’s Steakhouse in Washing­
ton, D.C., munching salmon with two pals ... Caro­
line Kennedy Schlossberg at Tuesday’s American 
Ballet Theatre opening ... Drew Barrymore getting 
a rickety, Colombian-style bus to deliver her, Camer­
on Diaz and Lucy Liu to Tuesday’s Charlie’s Angels 
Manhattan premiere; at the party at Henri Bendel, An­
gels producer Leonard Goldberg made sure TV sets 
were tuned to the World Series. ... Bruce Willis, 
checking out the Series and the new Times Square 
Planet Hollywood site, no sooner vacated his Four Sea­
sons Hotel suite Wednesday than President Clinton’s

Out and about Catherine Zeta-Jones in a major 
diamond bib necklace by Fred Leighton, with fiance

OCTQBed %200(,
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Mrs. Clinton Says She Will Return 
Money Raised by a Muslim Group

• THE NEW YORK TIMES
* is available for delivery in

most major cities. On the Web: 
homedelivery.nytimes.com, 

or telephone, toll-free: 1-800- 
NYTIMES. ADVT.

By DEAN E. MURPHY

Hillary Rodham Clinton said yes­
terday that she would return $50,000 
in political contributions received at
a fund-raising event sponsored by a
Muslim organization based in Cali­
fornia.

Mrs. Clinton said she was offended
by remarks attributed to members
of the organization, the American
Muslim Alliance. The group’s presi­
dent has been quoted as defending a
United Nations resolution that he
said allowed for the use of armed 
force by Palestinians against Israel, 
while other members have been ac­
cused of making anti-Semitic re­
marks.

Mrs. Clinton’s decision to return
the money, as well as $1,000 from an
official of another American Muslim
group, the American Muslim Coun­
cil, puzzled leaders of both Muslim
organizations. The groups acknowl­
edge that they have some members
with extreme views on Israel, but
say that they are mainstream and
oppose terrorism. Officials in the

-s groups yesterday took issue with the 
characterizations of the remarks.

Members of the groups contribute
to Republicans and Democrats alike,
and have been courted by various 
politicians, including Gov. George W.
Bush of Texas. He recently met with

the American Muslim Council in 
Michigan, which has a sizable Arab- 
American population, and received 
its backing. The council also says it 
considers Senator Joseph I. Lieber­
man a friend, and it gave him an 
award a few years ago.

The Bush campaign said yester­
day it would return $1,000 that had 
been donated by Abdurahman Ala- 
moudi, a board member of the Amer­
ican Muslim Council, who was 
quoted in interviews as supporting 
the radical Islamic group Hamas.

The fund-raising disclosures, re­
ported yesterday in The Daily News, 
set off a daylong exchange of denun­
ciations between the campaigns in 
the close Senate race, where both 
candidates have been wooing Jewish 
voters. Mrs. Clinton’s opponent, Rep­
resentative Rick A. Lazio, called the 
donations “blood money.”

The exchange thrust Middle East 
politics into the center of the New 
York Senate race. Rallying to Mrs.

<-.■ nZ o i
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date had been set. He also said he 
was invited to a Lazio fund-raising 
event attended by Mr. Lazio last 
August in Michigan, but decided not 
to attend. The Lazio campaign said it 
did not invite Mr. Mossa-Basha, but 
said it did not know if a Lazio sup­
porter had invited him.

Faroque Khan, the chairman of

Clinton’s defense were prominent 
New York Jews, including former 
Mayor Edward I. Koch and Senator 
Charles E. Schumer. The first lady’s 
campaign staff also released a tele­
vision commercial showing Repre­
sentative Nita M. Lowey in support 
of Mrs. Clinton.

At a news conference in Queens, 
Mrs. Clinton announced that she 
would return the money. “The state­
ments that are attributed to the or­
ganization and some of its members 
are offensive and outrageous,” she 
said. “I don’t want anyone to be 
under a misimpression. I don’t want 
anyone to have a false idea about 
what I believed was the case, so I am 
going to return all of the money.”

Mrs. Clinton also said she would 
return $1,000 to Mr. Alamoudi of the 
American Muslim Council. She said 
she did not know that the fund-rais­
ing event, which was held in Boston 
in June, had been sponsored by the 
American Muslim Alliance even 
though she was photographed at the 
event accepting a plaque from the 
chairman of the group’s Massachu­
setts chapter.

Mr. Lazio spent part of his day 
campaigning in Monsey, speaking 
with girls at a yeshiva, meeting with 
three rebbes and wearing a skullcap 
with his name knitted in it, as he 
spoke about Israel. Earlier, he said 
the donations were evidence of the 
candidates’ differences on Israel. His 
campaign also criticized Mrs. Clin­
ton for playing host to several White 
House receptions that were attended 
by people opposed to the peace pro­
cess in the Middle East.

During a campaign appearance in 
the Bronx, Mr. Lazio said, “My Dad 
used to say, an old saying which I 
keep with me all the time, show me 
who your friends are, and I’ll tell you 
who you are.”

That touched off another round of 
criticism from the Clinton campaign, 
which pointed out that Mr. Lazio 
once said he would not mind running 
for Senate on the Reform Party line, 
even if Patrick J. Buchanan, who has 
been criticized as an anti-Semite, 
was at the top of that ticket.

The two Muslim groups belong to 
the larger American Muslim Politi­
cal Coordination Council Political 
Action Committee, which endorsed 
Mr. Bush at a news conference in 
Washington on Monday. Tahir Ali, 
the Massachusetts chairman of the 
American Muslim Alliance, said he 
had held fund-raisers for both Demo­
crats and Republicans, including 
Gov. Paul Cellucci of Massachusetts.

Dr. Yahya Mossa-Basha, a radiolo­
gist in Michigan who is president of 
the American Muslim Council, said 
he had met twice with Mr. Bush — 
once last month — and once with 
Vice President Al Gore, Tipper Gore 
and Hadassah Lieberman. He said 
he had recently had discussions with 
the Gore campaign about meeting 
the vice president this Sunday, but no

the American Muslim Alliance’s 
New York chapter, based on Long 
Island, said members had contribut­
ed to Mr. Lazio’s Congressional cam­
paigns over the years. He gave $300 
to the election campaign of Gov. 
George E. Pataki in 1994.

“If someone returns a gift, you feel 
hurt,” said Mr. Ali, the Massachu­
setts chairman of the Alliance and a 
software engineer in Westborough, 
Mass. “But I mostly feel sorry for 
the first lady that she has been put in 
this position that she feels it will hurt 
to take our gift. So much for the 
Jewish community lobby. They are 
trying to intimidate her.”

Agha Saeed, president of the alli­
ance and a professor of political sci­
ence, said his remarks had been dis­
torted. He acknowledged that he had

James Estrln/The New York Times 

Hillary Rodham Clinton announced at a news conference in Queens yesterday that she would return political 
contributions raised through a Muslim organization and donated by a member of another Muslim group.

spoken publicly about armed resist­
ance by the Palestinians, but he said 
it was always in the context of a 
United Nations resolution that he 
said gave the Palestinians the right 
to resist oppression by all means. 
And he said he always made it clear 
that he supported a peaceful settle­
ment in the Middle East. (Mr. Saeed 
said the resolution was passed in the 
1980’s, but was unable to provide 
other details.)

“I support the peace process,” Mr. 
Saeed said. “But people living in this 
country who are citizens have the 
right to criticize the Israelis. I insist 
upon having that right. If they kill 
people, we are going to criticize 
them.”

Mr. Alamoudi, whose $1,000 contri­
butions are to be returned by the 
Clinton and Bush campaigns, was out 
of the country and could not be 
reached for comment, Mr. Mossa- 
Basha said. But Mr. Mossa-Basha 
said that as an organization, the 
council is clear about Hamas and 
violence in the Middle East.

“I think that all the time we are 
against violence and terrorism,” he 
said. Hamas “is an overseas issue 
and that is an issue of dispute be­
tween the Israelis and the Palestin­
ians.” He added, “We do not want to 
get in the middle of it.”

Mrs. Clinton implied that the Daily 
News article was prompted by the 
Republicans, suggesting that they 
would be eager to associate a promi­
nent Democrat with the Muslim or­
ganizations at the time the groups 
were endorsing Mr. Bush. The Daily 
News, however, referred to research 
by Steven Emerson, who identified 
himself as a freelance journalist pre­
paring a magazine article on terror­
ism; he became well known when he 
initially strongly suggested that the 
Oklahoma City bombing was the 
work of Arab terrorists. Mr. Emer­
son, who attended Mrs. Clinton’s 
news conference, said Republicans 
and Democrats were both willing to 
associate with groups that he consid­
ered sympathetic to terrorists or 
aligned with them.

In materials he made available to 
reporters, he accused the American 
Muslim Alliance of disseminating 
“anti-Semitic tracts” and said a Tex­
as member had questioned the exist­
ence of gas chambers at Auschwitz. 

Mr. Saeed, president of the alli­
ance, which is based in Fremont, 
Calif., said that Mr. Emerson had 
misquoted members and taken their 
statements out of context.

Just a few months ago, when the 
peace process in the Middle East 
was less slippery, the issue of dona­
tions from a Muslim-American or­
ganization would have carried less 
significance among Jewish voters. 

“We have 13 days left in this elec­
tion; fasten your seat belts,” Mrs. 
Clinton said. “This is just the begin­
ning. You have no idea what is going 
to be thrown at me. It is going to be 
everything, including the kitchen 
sink.”

Reaction to remarks 

about the use of 

force against Israel.

Suzanne DeChillo/The New York Times 

Representative Rick A. Lazio has 
called the donations to Hillary 
Rodham Clinton “blood money.”
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A Roseland Crowd Wishes Mrs. Clinton a Happy Birthday; the Returns Come Later
!

day checks to help fill Mrs. Clinton’s 
campaign coffers.

“She has the requisite aggression 
to be a good New Yorker,” the presi­
dent said, describing how she came 
over to him to introduce herself after 
he had been staring at her at Yale 
Law School.

“If you just keep working for 13 
more days, she is going to make you 
profoundly proud,” he said, before 
leading the crowd in “Happy Birth­
day.” “And on top of that, she looks 
pretty good to be 53 years old.”

Mrs. Clinton’s birthday is actually 
today, but with the election less than 
two weeks away, campaigning will 
take precedence over celebrating. In 
the morning, Mrs. Clinton will shake 

mato risotto, with pumpkin cheese­
cake and warm apple pie a la mode 
for dessert.

It was a long — and successful — 
dayrof fund-raising for the president.

He helped raise $300,000 for the re­
election bid of Representative Greg­
ory W. Meeks, all the more notable 
because the New York City Demo­
crat faces no opposition.

Then Mr. Clinton was the host at a 
reception that raised $1 million for 
Democratic candidates for the State 
Assembly.

In all, Mr. Clinton’s fund-raising 
tally for the year has topped $100 
million. He has made dozens of ap­
pearances in New York and through­
out the country on behalf of his wife.

to wishing people happy birthday, 
I’ve crossed party lines and got it 
done,” the stand-in said, mimicking 
the cadences of the Texas governor 
and repeatedly mangling Mrs. Clin­
ton’s first name. “I wish you a happy 
birthday, or as they say in Spanish, 
feliz Navidad.” The Broadway actor 
Nathan Lane acted as moderator, 
gently poking fun at the birthday 
girl.

“Her policy on her age is, don’t 
ask, don’t tell,” he said, adding, “It 
was many years ago that Hillary was 
born in New York’s outer borough — 
Illinois.” After the show, the Clintons 
joined the performers and other high 
rollers at the Hudson Hotel, where it 
cost $10,000 to get in and the menu 
featured braised lamb shank and to­

By MARC LACEY

President Clinton helped his Sen­
ate candidate wife celebrate her 53rd 
birthday last night, giving her the 
best possible gift so soon before the 
election. Rather than presenting her 
with roses or jewelry, he was the 
host of a star-studded Manhattan 
fund-raiser and dinner that funneled 
$2 million into Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton’s New York Senate bid.

Cher took the stage to serenade the 
first lady. Ben Affleck, Cameron 
Diaz and Chevy Chase performed 
humorous skits. There were more 
than 1,000 guests in all at the Rose­
land Ballroom, the actors Tom 
Cruise and Robert De Niro included, 
and many of them had written birth­

hands at Grand Central Terminal. 
Later, she will fly to Albany for an 
editorial board meeting. Then she 
will begin preparing for her next 
debate with Representative Rick A. 
Lazio, her Republican opponent.

A Lazio impersonator took the 
stage repeatedly last night, poking 
fun at the real-life candidate’s antics 
at the first debate, when he strode 
across the stage to insist that Mrs. 
Clinton sign a campaign finance 
pledge. Mr. Lazio’s stand-in demand­
ed last night that she sign his year­
book, his guest book and his cast. 
Each time, he was hauled away by 
Secret Service agents.

The Republican presidential can­
didate, Gov. George W. Bush, also 
appeared by proxy. “When it comes 
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Region Is No Longer Safely Republican
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news, because of her time spent in 
the metropolitan area and, not inci­
dentally. the frequent visits by Presi­
dent Clinton, including a fund-raiser 
in Manhattan tonight.

Political analysts expect that in 
this election, about 45 percent of the 
vote will come from upstate New 
York, 31 percent will come from the 
suburban counties and 24 percent 
from New York City. Based on those 
figures. Mr. Lazio’s aides said that in 
order to counteract the advantage 
Mrs. Clinton would gain In New York 
City, which is overwhelmingly Dem­
ocratic, he needed to draw at least 55 
percent of the upstate vote.

But pollsters who have been fol­
lowing the race say that Mr. Lazio 
has yet to assure himself of that 
margin. Thus, it was no surprise that 
Mr. Lazio, after flying back to New 
York to attend the third game of the 
World Series on Tuesday, hopped 
back on his campaign jet for the 
Monroe County G.O.P. Annual Pre­
Victory Grazing tonight. An aide said 
that he would spend "the vast bulk" 
of his time between now and Election 
Day in upstate New York.

Part of what is going on reflects 
the change in electoral politics in 
New York. As Mr. Murphy noted, 
upstate is not as reliably Republican 
as it once was; Charles E. Schumer, 
a Democrat, won 45 percent of the 
vote upstate, when he defeated Al-

Mrs. Clinton is a 

familiar face in 

G.O.P. country.

fonse M. D'Amato for a fourth term 
in 1998, by 8 percentage points state­
wide.

Mr. Schumer, in an interview, ar­
gued that upstate voters no longer 
automatically view Democrats as 
loyal advocates for New York City, 
and thus foes of upstate, as they once 
did. And while Mrs. Clinton is not 
from New York State, as Mr. Lazio 
has noted with some regularity, she 
is not from New York City either.

By contrast, Mr. Lazio assumed — 
incorrectly. Mr. Schumer argued — 
that a Long Island native would not 
be viewed as another downstate can­
didate. and thus would be quickly 
embraced in a way that Rudolph W. 
Giuliani was not, when he was the 
Republican candidate for Senate. 
For a long time, Mr. Lazio’s televi­
sion advertisements included a shot 
of him walking on a Long Island 
beach with his family. He dropped 
the scene at the urging of some Re­
publicans who said that it was hurt­
ing him among upstate voters.

Mr. Lazio also let the summer pass 
without nailing down his position up­
state, notwithstanding advice from 
some New York Republicans that he 
should, in the words of one, have 
"camped oul" upstate in August 
"Upstate has been the battleground 
all along: Lazio just came to the war 
late." said Lee M. Miringoff, director 
of the Marist College Institute for 
Public Opinion in Poughkeepsie.

For’their part. Mr. Lazio's advis­
ers argued that Mrs. Clinton would 
end up doing relatively poorly in New- 
York City, because of what they as­
serted was a lack of enthusiasm 
about her among many Democrats 
Still. Mr. Lazio’s aides acknowledge 
that the place to watch is upstate. 
And there, pollsters and political an­
alysts say, voters are very familiar 
with Mrs. Clinton, while uncertain 
about Mr. Lazio, who remains some­
thing of an unknown quanity — even 
Io those who, by now. should be 
pledging their allegiance to him.

"She has really worked hard to 
convince people that they can trust 
her," said Donna Colangelo, a 38- 
year-old cashier at a convenience 
store near Utica, who described her­
self as a lifelong Republican, a note 
of admiration in her voice. "I don’t 
think he’s been as aggressive as she 
is. But he still has time."
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By ADAM NAGOURNEY

ROCHESTER, N.Y.. Oct. 25 — 
[ When Rick A. Lazio arrived here for 

a Monroe County Republican recep­
tion this evening, he could be forgiv­
en for feeling that he had been in 
these parts before. He had. Many 
limes.

In fact, tonight's was the 22nd 
campaign appearance Mr. Lazio had 
made in upstate New York over six 
straight days: from Amherst to Syr­
acuse, from Catskill to West Ghent 
(it’s in Columbia County), and from 
Utica to Hornell. And he will be back 
next week.

Wilh two weeks to go until Election 
Day, Mr. Lazio is devoting a great 
deal of attention to a part of New 
York that should be easy country for 
a Republican And that is stirring 

i concern among some of his support­
ers as the geographic forces that 
have traditionally shaped New York 
elections appear to be shifting this 
year — and not necessarily to Mr. 

[ Lazio’s advantage.
That this is happening is a result of 

I Hillary Rodham Clinton's unusually 
] aggressive effort over the last 15 
I months in a part of New York that 
I Democrats have tended to neglect. It 

also reflects what Mr. Lazio's aides 
- say were some miscalculations in his 

initial approach to upstate, in partic­
ular the assumption that Mrs. Clin­
ton would not be received well north 
of Westchester County.

As a result, while Mr. Lazio is 
being pressed to spend the final days 
of this campaign in a region that 
should be solidly in his corner, Mrs. 
Clinton is comfortable enough about 
her Democratic support to spend rel­
atively more time in competitive re­
gions of the state, starting with the 
New York City suburbs. She is even 
finding time to venture onto what has 
been the Republican base: he was in 
Syracuse on Tuesday and so was 
Mrs. Clinton, delivering a speech on 
the economy It was her third trip 
upstate in a week.

Mr. Lazio’s advisers said the deci­
sion to devote so much time upstate 
was a sign of strength, not weakness, 
and reflected their confidence of his 

I support in the suburbs. Mr. Lazio’s 
senior campaign consultant, Mike 
Murphy, argued that the race would 
be decided largely upstate, and that 
the region is not as Republican as it 
once was.

"The upstate hasn't been Republi­
can base country in 15 years." said 
Mr. Murphy. "H’s swing country — 
and it's swinging our way, and we’re 
winning."

But some senior New York Repub­
licans sympathetic to Mr. Lazio’s 

I campaign, as well as some independ- 
i ent political analysts, said that Mr. 
| Lazio should have nailed down up­

state by now. They said that the need 
I to tend to his base had emerged as a 

campaign-ending distraction that 
was pulling Mr. Lazio away from 
places where he might more profit­
ably search for support.

"He’s constantly in upstate New 
York — constantly — and that’s real­
ly killing him," said one Republican 
strategist, who insisted on anonym­
ity. "He’s spending an inordinate 
time for this late in upstate New 
York, which prevents him from ap­
pealing to suburban voters.”

Maurice Carroll, the director of 
i the Quinnipiac University Poll, said 

Mr. Lazio was forced to head upstate 
, now because he didn’t do it earlier. 

“He has to do it," Mr. Carroll said. 
"She has worked her tail off upstate, 
and she has cut into the traditional 

; overwhelming Republican prepon­
derance up there."

Further, while Mr. Lazio's aides 
argued the candidate was keeping a 
presence in the suburbs through tele­
vision advertisements, his relative 
physical absence from the metropol­
itan area has meant he is not getting 
the "free media" that comes with 
television news coverage. Most sub­
urban voters get their news from the 
New Yolk City television stations, 
which means that they have not been 
seeing much of Mr. Lazio.

Al the same time, Mrs. Clinton has 
been a more regular presence on the 

As Election Day Nears, 
Lazio Remains Upstate
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It goes on, but you get the idea. Powers also says Hillary hates Republicans,

r ■ yTirYXii v /-\ I i -i >

TT
I ■

Hillary

Gee, why?

i:

s

Politics, New York-style
■ Think Arkansas politics arc uncivilized? Get a load of a few sentences 

of a fund-raising letter from William Powers, chairman of the New York 

Republican State Committee, begging bucks to beat Hillary Clinton’s

Senate bid. Says Powers’ letter:

“She’s opportunistic, hypocritical and

egotistical.
“She's cold-blooded and hotheaded.

“Hillary Rodham Clinton is abrasive

and annoying, brash and bitter, calcu­

lating and scheming, distant and
deceitful, polarizing and power hungry. In her ruthless quest for power, 

she claims to be a New Democrat but she’s a fraud, a phony and a pretender.
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ADVERTISING

Marketers Spoof Election, Politics
for Farmington Hills, Mich.-based Compu­
ware Corp., a software developer that also 
provides online marketing services, was to 
make Buddy Lee, the longtime “spokes- 
doll” for VF Corp.’s Lee Jeans, popular 
with the 17- to 22-year-old culture. The 
strategy: Create grassroots “buzz” for a 
Buddy Lee presidential campaign.

“The age group they were after is dis­
trustful of advertising, so we thought we 
would be much more effective if they 
heard about the Buddy Lee campaign” on 
their own terms, says Julia Schneider, 
manager of client services at Compuware. 
So Compuware tried to make the presiden­
tial campaign look like it emanated from 
some underground Internet-based faction 
by infiltrating chat rooms and building am­
ateur Buddy Lee fan club Web sites.

The underground strategy seems to 
have done the trick. Recently, Time maga­
zine named Buddy Lee a third-party candi­
date who was more “electable than Pat 
Buchanan.” And the campaign also 
spawned a partnership with Seal’s, Roebuck 
& Co., which now serves as the Official 
Buddy Lee for President Campaign Head­
quarters, www.buddyforpresident.com.

The campaign also has accumulated 
more than 100 postings on its Web site’s 
message board. One reads: “I’m scared of 
you Buddy Lee.”

Continued From Page Bl
Coffee count: A coffee vote at 7-Eleven 

Inc. reflects the continuing closeness of 
the real presidential race. In a monthlong 
poll that ended in September, 21% of 7-11 
Java drinkers bought 20-ounce cups with 
“I’m voting for Bush” printed on them, 
while 20% picked “I’m voting for Gore.” A 
full 59% of the six million cups sold said 
“Third Party/No Opinion.” Final results 
were tallied at: www.7-eleven.com

Underwear vote: You just knew some­
one would ask the critical underwear ques­
tion. For Gap Inc.’s Banana Republic, the 
answer, in brief, is boxers. Sales of its 
Republican boxer shorts with elephants 
are leading Democratic boxers with don­
keys, 58% to 42%.

Step-on-Hillary: The Hillary Doormat, 
a real doormat with a picture of New York 
Senate candidate Hillary Clinton, is of­
fered by Diplomat Inc. for $19.95. It comes 
with a choice of “Hillaryisms,” such as 
“I’ve always been a Yankee fan.” The com­
pany is headed by Jazz Perazic-Gipe, de­
scribed on the website www.hillarydoor- 
mat.com as a mom and former profes­
sional basketball player.

The other Buddy: At least one new 
presidential campaign is part of a long­
term marketing strategy. The challenge 
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was Hillarys Senate foe, the 
president’s crony, Housing and 
Urban Development Secretary 
Andrew Cuomo, gave the mayor 
a public spanking, yanking his 
control over federal money for 
the homeless. It was a blatant 
use of government power to em­
barrass a Hillary opponent.

If Hillary had to calculate the 
value of having the leader of the 
free world on her payroll, the 
cost of the nation’s already-cost- 
liest Senate campaign would 
leap into the stratosphere. How 
can you compete?

I'm sure Rick Lazio’s house on 
the Island is perfectly comfort­
able when the in-laws come a- 
visiting. But Mrs. Lazio, who 
likes to clean her own, has noth­
ing to compete with the Lincoln

.j-
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PEYSER from Page 19

Hillary — wanted a public cere­
mony. Women should be made 
aware, they argued, that they 
might be now be covered against 
this dreaded disease.

But if that meant giving Lazio 
credit, the president would keep 
the bill in the closet. He would 
risk having a few women suffer 
horribly for the greater good of 
Hillary.

Now, that’s loyalty.
It isn’t the first time the presi­

dent’s messed around with the 
power of the presidency, an office 
that used to be owned by the 
people — that’s you and me — 
and treated it like his own per­
sonal plaything.

When big, bad Rudy Giuliani 

Bedroom when it comes to 
throwing slumber parties for 
friends, celebrities and people 
with more money than sense.

And every time the president 
comes campaigning, it’s on Air 
Force One.

Guess who pays for that?
So Bill Clinton may have found 

the role that will sustain him 
through the humdrum life of a 
private citizen. The most power­
ful man in the world may actu­
ally enjoy playing the power be­
hind the throne.

Of course, once he’s through 
being president, his value to 
Hillary drops to the level of a 
used intern.

Wonder if she’ll return his 
calls?

overheard feeding Ronny the cor­
rect answers to tough questions. 
And nobody messed with Bar­
bara Bush.

Hillary Clinton was never so 
good at playing No. 2 — her ego 

ANDREA
PEYSER

Er . . . not so fast. The man 
who pushed through that bill, 
who worked so hard to see that 
it arrived on the president’s desk 
intact, was none othet than Rick 
Lazio. The enemy.

So the president would sign 
this bill privately. Without TV 
cameras fixed on smiling cancer 
survivors. And without Rick 
Lazio.

The bill’s boosters — who origi­
nally included none other than

See PEYSER on Page 38

ever deferential to the boss’ 
every whim.

The good wife will do anything 
within reason — and a few 
things without — to make the 
spouse's day run smoothly.

The wife soothes. The wife 
feeds. The wife massages. The 
wife is willing to mess with for­
eign and domestic policy. The 
wife is hell on wheels against 
anyone who gets in the spouse’s 
way.

Nancy Reagan became the 
modern role model when she was

Hillary Rodham Clinton is learn­
ing that her errant husband. 
Bill, is capable of playing the du­
tiful helpmate.

Actually, the president of the 
United States is turning out to 
be a darn good little campaign 
wife.

In politics, the function of the 
campaign wife is second in im­
portance only to that of the in­
tern. It is the wife who stands 
quietly by the candidate’s side.

.■ —•v'

won’t allow it. But she could 
take lessons from the master at 
playing second fiddle.

Yesterday, the president 
proved his fealty to Campaign 
Hillary by harnessing his power 
as president and unleashing it 
on something petty. Anything to 
make the long-suffering Mrs. a 
happy would-be senator.

Coming across his desk was a 
bill on women’s health. A very 
good bill, one that would ensure 
that low-income women have ac­
cess to medical care for breast 
cancer. A triumph.

I
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Heir arc some examples of hou' President Clinton has 
helped his icife. Hillary, in her bid for a Neu York Senate 
seat.
■ Overnight guests at the White House and Camp 

David have included fat-cat donors to Hillary Clinton's 
campaign.
■ The first husband campaigned for his wife at fund­

raisers around the country that raked in millions. On 
Sunday, the president dubbed himself “cheerleader in 
chief" during a whirlwind tour of Neu York state.
■ Nearly half the private guests invited to White House 

state dinners this year were big-bucks contributors to the 
Democratic Party.

By Gregg Birnbaum and 
Robert Hardt Jr. in 

Syracuse, Brian Blomquist 
in Washington and 

Maggie Haberman in 
New York

u
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SWEEPING TO VICTORY? Rick Lazio thanks supporter Connie White for her symbolic gift of a "clean 
sweep" broom at a “Women for Lazio" campaign breakfast in Syracuse yesterday. ap

iogix r*w»ji.

Sue Myrick <R-N.C >. a 
breast-cancer survivor, 
had gathered 61 signa­
tures on a letter she wrote 
to President Clinton 
urging a public ceremony 
to mark the new law

Hillary s REAL 
recorid / Editorial: 
Page 48

N.Y. STATE OF MIND: Hillary Rodham Clinton 
maps out her issue of the day — the Empire State's 
population shifts — in Syracuse yesterday. Ar

a
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■ The president decided to hold a private bill-signing 
ceremony on a breast-cancer bill, denying Rep. Rick 
Lazio, a major supporter of the legislation and his wife’s 
Senate opponent, a turn in the public spotlight.

,r
f Sr.r

Signs Lazio cancer 
legislation in private
President Clinton yesterday — with no public fanf.tu 

— signed a bieast-cancer bill sponsored by Rick Lazio, 
denying Hillar\ Rodham Clinton’s Senate rival a chance 
tu shine on the White House stage.

As woid of the president’s decision to forgo a high-pro­
file bill signing ceremony circulated on the campaign 
trail during the day, Lazio said it was most important for 
the measure to become law
so low-income women can 
get treatment for breast 
and cervical cancer

But before Clinton qui­
etly inked the legislation 
behind closed doors, Lazio
had urged him to stage a 
public event at the WTiite
House because it would 
draw more attention to the
disease, and Lazio even of­
fered to skip a public cere­
mony if the president 
didn't want him to bask in 
the limelight.

“I hope they do have a 
ceremony, and if it's a con­
dition of having a cere­
mony that I'm not there
for some reason. I can live 
with that.” the Republican 
said during a campaign 
stop in Syracuse.

President Clinton’s
spokesman denied any po­
litical motivation and Mrs.
Clinton said she never dis­
cussed the issue with the 
president.

White House aides said a
ceremony may be held 
after the Nov. 7 elections.

Lazio advisers said pri­
vately they thought the
president had blundered
because the controversy
only served to further
spotlight Lazio's breast-
cancer prevention efforts, 
while making the Clintons 
look petty at the same
time.

One of the biggest sup­
porters of the bill. Rep 
Q..., KT.. I? NT (' .

Meanwhile. White House 
spokesman Jake Siewert 
insisted Mrs. Clinton 
played an “instrumental" 
role in pa»age of the can­
cer bill — a claim that 
Lazio said w as nonsense.

An aide to Lazio, a co­
sponsor of the legislation, 
said. “Were not aware of 
any lobbying she did on 
this issue."

Lazio, a Mets fan. capped 
oil the da\ with a ride to 
Shea Stadium on the No. 7 
train with Yankee fans 
Mayor Giuliani and Gov. 
Pataki for Game 3 of the 
Subway Series.

Lazio aides planned to 
pass out to fans 1,000 
paper masks featuring the 
picture of Mrs Clinton 
donning a Yankee cap.

When Lazio went to Shea 
for the Mets’ pennant 
clincher last week, he was 
greeted with chants of 
“Lazio! Lazio!" and “Hill­
ary sucks!”

Asked in Syracuse if 
she’ll make it to a Series 
game. Clinton replied. 
“Hope so! Hope so!” as she 
walked away from report-

RESERVATION'
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forum,” he said.

The White House plans to hold 
an event later in the year to com­
memorate passage of the breast 
cancer legislation, along with 
some other bills signed privately.

No publicity, please
Without ceremony, President 

Clinton yesterday signed the 
breast cancer legislation that 
New York Rep. Rick Lazio helped 
shepherd through Congress.

Mr. Lazio, of course, is the Re­
publican opponent of Mr. Clin­
ton’s wife, Hillary, in the battle 
for a U.S. Senate seat from New 
York.

The legislation would provide 
health care to thousands of 
women with breast cancer, Reu­
ters reports.

White House spokesman Jake 
Siewert said yesterday he was 
“not aware” of any pressure from 
Hillary Rodham Clinton or her 
husband to avoid signing the 
Breast and Cervical Cancer Pre­
vention and Treatment Act in 
public.

Mr. Lazio was a key supporter 
of the bill and would typically be 
invited to any bill-signing cere­
mony.

Asked if the bill was being 
signed privately because it would 
appear awkward having Mr. Lazio 
share the stage with the presi­
dent, Mr. Siewert told reporters: 
“I don’t know that that was the 
consideration, but I think that 
whenever we make decisions 
about bills — we have probably a 
couple dozen bills awaiting the 
president’s signature now — we 
always try to decide what the best 
forum is and what’s not the best

on Jewish teachings.
This declaration against Mr. 

Lieberman is not comparable to a 
Catholic excommunication, which 
binds the whole church.

Rabbi Yehuda Levin of New 
York, who was not a participant, 
estimated the beth din's ruling 
represents “tens of thousands of 
Jews in Brooklyn and other parts 
of the country,” and perhaps as 
many as 150,000 Orthodox Jews.

The Gore-Lieberman press of­
fice in Nashville had no immedi­
ate response to the excommunica­
tion, the news service reported.

Compiled by Greg Pierce
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Cover story: Home at the White House

Where 200 years
of memories live on
First families share private times upstairs

I

rent president, Bill Clinton, says 
he has similar feelings about the

when I walk in,” Clinton said in a coping with life. "When 
telephone interview Tuesday members are living ii
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paign he was destined to lose.
Even so, he was struck I 

meaning and emotion ol
by the ny that are blackened from the 
of the day the British set the house 

place. “I pray Heaven to bestow afire during the War of 1812 and 
the best of blessings on this the table on which Abraham Lin-

By Susan Page 
USA TODAY

Adams moved into the White 
House 200 years ago next week, 
the plaster was still wet, the draf-

Please see COVER STORY 
next page ►
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AP

Dea 9,1967i President John­
son escorts daughter Lynda
Bird to the East Room for her
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evening between campaign house, there’s a kind of dailiness 
events with first lady Hillary to it,” says Susan Eisenhower,
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A 1950s White House Christmas: John and Barbara 
Eisenhower, back center, with their children, David, left, 
Mary Jean, Anne and Susan, and with his parents, Mamie 
and President Eisenhower.
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house, and on all that shall here- coin signed the Emancipation 
after inhabit it,” Adams wrote to Proclamation.
his wife, Abigail, the next day, The White House, 1600 Penn- 
Nov. 2, 1800. “May none but sylvania Ave., has become the

K
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A historian’s perspective, 7D
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honest and wise men ever rule world's most famous address, 
under this roof! ” With the flag, it’s the most recog-

Two centuries later, the cur- nizable symbol of the United 
> States and an icon of democracy 

le worldwide.
But it is also a home.
Every president since Adams

*

I 
b

he has similar feelings about the
place that has been his home for
almost two full terms.

“Tonight I’ll get back about has lived there - rearing chil-
1:30 a.m„ and I’ll still be thrilled dren, squabbling with in-laws,

 ifamily wedding to Chuck Robb.
living in that

In 1807: The earliest known engraving of the White House appears on 
the title page of The Stranger in America by James Cundee.

1

I
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Rodham Clinton in New York 
City. “After eight years, it hasn’t 
lost any of its awe for me as a re- 

WASHINGTON - When John pository of American history.”
Clinton is fond of taking visi- 

. tors on late-night tours to read 
the plaster was still wet, the draf- Adams’ words - carved into the 
ty rooms only partially fur- stone fireplace mantel in the 
nished, and the president in the State Dining Room on Franklin D. 
final days of a re-election cam- Roosevelt’s orders. He points out 
paign he was destined to lose. the bricks off the Truman Balco-
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%
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Maureen master bedroom suite, a family din- and Msten/’she says;

daughter Susan Eisenhower were stalled by the Clintons. Facing 
interviewed I_ north in thp miridip nf the center

ESS
The 200th anniversary of the instead a room from the family time in the Solarium, Clintonisays, 

White House the executive man- quarters. The Lincoln Sitting Room already speaking in the past tense, 
sin?IrwSed by G«)ige Wash- is reproduced, complete with The family room has a TV, board

by the White House Historical As- daughter Tricia and where national
sociation and a black-tie dinner at security adviser Henry Kissinger 
the White House rushed in with the historic in- —------ , —

On Nov. l a horse-drawn car- vitation for him to visit China. greatest," Barbara Bush say The

3 USA TODAY discussed with Qin- The residential floors are sur- waft to the fomily quarters. 'nhn’b

Susan Ford Bales and Maureen master bedroom suite, a family dm- and listen, she says^ e daughter I Muml 

by phone, fax or e- north in the middle of the center night she and a Rrltoen 
first lady Nancy Rea- hallway is _a nanw^® ™th a to «ay rn, the iancoln
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Lazio Criticizes President Over Handling of Cancer Bill

areasti - r 
*

“Women for Lazio” event at a con­
vention hall in Syracuse that drew

a major advocate for the bill, 
which authorizes states to provide 
Medicaid coverage to low-income 
women whose breast and cervical 
cancer is diagnosed in free screen­
ings set up under a 1990 law.

Mrs. Clinton, after speaking on the 
upstate economy in Syracuse, said 
today that she was not aware of a 
decision by the White House to forgo 
a public ceremony.

“I didn’t know about the decision 
until I read about it," Mrs. Clinton

V

told reporters. “The president signs 
hundreds of bills and they make 
those decisions. I was also actively 
involved on behalf of that legisla­
tion.”

Jake Siewert, the White House 
press secretary, offered no explana­
tion of why the bill signing was pri­
vate. “We weigh a number of factors 
when these bills come up,” he said, 
“and we had made a decision to sign 
this in private.”

He added: “In the end, what mat­
ters to us more is the substance of 
these bills, and this is an important 
bill. There is more than enough cred­
it to go around. A lot of people 
worked very hard on this bill, and in

■■■ I
Associated Press

A chance to promote 

breast cancer 

awareness.

* >• > ’

I ' ■**

James Estrin/The New York Times 

Hillary Rodham Clinton, left, said in Syracuse yesterday that because of population losses, the work force in parts of upstate New York lacks the 
skills needed to attract technology jobs. Representative Rick A. Lazio toured a breast cancer screening center at a hospital in Westchester County.

.......

dine on quiche and listen to Mr. Lazio
deliver his stump speech for about 45
minutes. In the .works for about three
weeks, the event produced one of the
largest turnouts at any of his cam­
paign events, and Mr. Lazio and his 
advisers said the size of the audience
was a sign of momentum.

“For me, this is a great kickoff for
the last two weeks of the campaign,”
Mr. Lazio told the audience mem­
bers, who amongtthe usual bumper
stickers and fliers also received nail
files with Mr. Lazio’s campaign logo
on them. “To all the people who talk
about a gender gap,” he added to
laughs and applause, “I wish you
would please tell your male friends 
to make sure they’re supporting me,
would you?”

Mr. Lazio then flew to Buffalo for a
campaign stop similar to one Mon­
day in which he deplored Mrs. Clin­
ton’s 1993-94 attempt to remake the
health care system.

Mr. Lazio does not have a health
care plan of his own but favors pass- wh° have left, are young people who 
ing legislation that would provide tax are seeking their fortunes elsewhere, 
credits to help people pay for their We don’t have the work force with 
own insurance. Mrs. Clinton released the skills we need to attract, in a 
new radio ads in upstate markets to critical mass, some of the new econ- 
counter ads Mr. Lazio is running omy, information technology jobs 
there criticizing her health care pro- that I think upstate is natural for.”

■
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By RANDAL C. ARCHIBOLD

NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y., Oct. 24 - 
President Clinton is missing an op­
portunity to promote breast and cer­
vical cancer awareness, Representa­
tive Rick A. Lazio said today, by 
deciding to privately sign a bill that 
Mr. Lazio had backed.

Speaking to reporters here before 
touring a breast cancer screening 
center at a hospital, Mr. Lazio said 
he believed politics might have influ­
enced the White House’s decision not 
to hold a public bill-signing ceremo­
ny.

“I think it’s a missed opportunity 
for the president,” Mr. Lazio said, 
standing before a poster promoting 
breast cancer awareness month. “I 
don’t have to be there at the bill 
signing if he feels it’s not a politically 
wise thing for him to do. But it is an 
opportunity for us to promote breast 
cancer awareness and cervical can­
cer awareness.”

Mr. Lazio, however, said he be­
lieved the priority should be for the 
president to sign the bill, the Breast 
and Cervical Cancer Treatment Act, 
into law. The president did sign the 
bill sometime today, doing so without 
ceremony or even a simple an­
nouncement by the White House.

The congressman was a leading 
advocate for the bill as chief sponsor 
of the original legislation and man­
ager of the debate in the House that 
led to its approval in May, although 
Democrats complained that he had 
lost interest until he surfaced as a 
Senate candidate that month. Mrs. 
Clinton, the president said, was also

the end, it does some good things for posal.
people who are suffering from breast After his event here, he met his 
cancer or cervical cancer.” obligations as a Mets fan and attend-

Mr. Lazio has championed his role ed the third game of the World Series 
in the legislation as he seeks to court at Shea Stadium. Even this was a 
women. campaign event; he rode the No. 7

sTtarted the day with a subway to the game with Mayor Ru- 
««> «„ r .. . dolph W. Giuliani and Gov. George E.

Pataki — in the front car with the 
1,300 women, who paid $20^each to Mets ]OgO painted on the front. At the 
u garne, carnpajgn aides handed

out masks made from a blown-up 
picture of Mrs. Clinton wearing a 
Yankeee cap as a way to mock her 
claim to be a Yankeee fan.

Traveling in Syracuse and Roches­
ter today, Mrs. Clinton kept a focus 
on the upstate economy, criticizing 
Mr. Lazio for what she has said has 
been his insensitivity to economic 
troubles upstate. She said her plan 
for the region would provide lower 
utility costs, tax incentives and busi­
ness partnerships with the state and 
federal government to create jobs.

Mrs. Clinton, speaking to about 75 
people at a community college in 
Syracuse about an hour after Mr. 
Lazio left, stood before a large poster 
that highlighted population losses up­
state.

“We’ve lost all this population in 
the last 10 years,” Mrs. Clinton said. 
"We’ve kind of gotten ourselves into 
a bind because, among the people
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Primaries Throw Long Island Races Into Turmoil

House

points in 1996.

touting the DCCC as “Liars for

(R), who represented the seat for Robert Torricelli (D), has gone after

New York

Senate

File Photo hy Douglas Graham likely to have less impact on the race.
Republicans have produced polls showing Rep. Dick Zimmer lead­
ing Holt in the race for a seat he gave up in 1996 for a Senate bid.

capture the House unless Holt wins 
a second term.

has said he will not campaign on 
that line and has endorsed Seltzer.

Grucci does have some baggage 
— Democrats were running ads 
claiming his fireworks campaign

particularly upstate, where Clinton 
kicked oft her Senate campaign 
more than a year ago with a much 
hyped “listening tour."

Polls show that while the first

stopped raising soft money, howev­
er, and Clinton accused Lazio of 
breaking tile deal by benefiting from

ahead by 10 points. The fundamen­
tal problem is that Holt is a fresh-

12th district
Incumbent: Rush Hott (DI 
1st term (50 percent] 
Outlook: Tossup

Open seat: Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan (DI is retiring 

Outlook: Leans Democratic
The dynamics changed signifi-

seat while retaining the House ma­
jority in the process.

Boosted by a massive NRCC di­
rect-mail campaign aimed al Dem­
ocratic primary voters that high­
lighted Forbes opposition to gun

■. ac

ppi

f. -'w

4

File Photo hy Douglas Graham 
He’s raising money at a furious pace, but Rep. Rick Lazio still has a lot of ground to make up if he 
expects to top Hillary Rodham Clinton in the race for retiring Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan’s seat

Zimmer early and aggressively. Il
raised the ire of the former Member
when it ran spots accusing him of nev­
er voting for a single education fund­
ing bill, which were pulled by local 
stations because of inaccuracies. 

B ut the biggest controversy in the
campaign so far was over a DCCC
mailer that accused Zimmer of vot­
ing against funding for women's
health care and mammograms. 
Zimmer’s mother died of breast
cancer, and his three sisters are all
survivors of the disease. This led

Continued from page B-ll
County Manager Mike Lapolla, 
who had the support of the local
Democratic establishment and the
DCCC. Ferguson was busy taking 
a second shot at trying to unseat
Rep. Frank Pallone (D) in the neigh­
boring 6th district until Franks an­
nounced hi s intention to run for Sen­
ate, at which point Fetguson threw 
his hat into the open-seat race and 
won ahotly contested, four-way Re­
publican race. Both candidates have 
had some trouble unifying their par­
ties after the bitter intraparty battles.

In the general election, the can­
didates have been sparring over 
health care, education and Social
Security. B ut Ferguson has made in­
roads into Democratic territory, 
picking up an endorsement from
Ceasefire New Jersey, a gun control
group that endorsed both candi­
dates, and a local construction 
union.

In a sign that the race is critical 
on a national level, outside groups 
and the party committees have been 
heavily involved here. The Nation­
al Republican Congressional Com­
mittee is hitting Connelly for al- three terms before giving it up to un- 
legedly increasing property taxes successfully seek the Senate in 1996.
while she was mayor — a charge Pappas also tried to make a come­
that Connelly’s camp doesn’t deny, back this year, but was blocked by
but argues that she is not to blame Zimmer in a bitter primary that di-
for the hikes — while the DCCC vided the House Republican lead- 
has been running ads slamming Per- ership, with NRCC Chairman Tom
guson’s “risky” plan to partially pri- Davis (Va.) and Speaker Dennis 
vatize Social Security. Ferguson is Hasten (R-Ill.) backing Zimmer, 
also running television spots fea- while House Majority Leader Dick 
luring McCain. Armey (R-Texas) and House Ma-

A Democratic poll taken in July jority Whip Tom DeLay (R-Texas) 
gave Connelly a 3-point lead, and sided with Pappas. However.therift

this race is likely to go down to the does not appear to be hampering 
wire. Clinton won the district by 11 Zimmer in the general election.

Polls i n the race show a tight con­
test, with a Democratic survey 
showing Holt with a slight edge and

brutal contests in the country is be- of voters don’t seem to know who 
ing waged in central New Jersey's represents them (a significant slice 
12th district. believe it is Zimmer).

Die battle pits Holt—whopulled However, the DCCC, headed by
off the upset of the cycle hy ousting David Plouffe, who managed the 
Rep. Mike Pappas (R) in 1998 — campaign of Zimmer's rival in the

15
5

percent of the vote in the same sur­
vey to 35 percent for Clinton. 

Several polls have also shown 
Clinton at or above 50 percent, 
which is significant for a campaign 
that did not move past the mid-4(Js 
for more than a year.

Lazio seems to have recognized 
his problem, perhaps belatedly. He 
is now campaigning in upstate New 
York with more frequency, back­
tracking on his statements that the 
upstate economy is not in dire 
straits, and running television ads 
featuring Gov. George Pataki (R). 
However, the House Member’s 
fundamental problem seems to be 
that he has spent too much lime at­
tacking the first lady and not enough 
time defining himself. He has be­

 gun airing ads touting his experi­

ence and leadership in Congress 
that say “We need to put Lazio’s 
proven experience to work for up­
state New York as our Senator.” 

The presidential race in New 
York is also an obstacle for the Long 
Island Congressman. Gore is lead­
ing Bush hy double digits in tire Em­
pire State, and Lazio is reportedly 

have independent polls showed die considering phone banks and other 
first lady with a widening lead, but tactics to urge voters to punch a 
the candidates agreed to try to pre- Gore-l-azio split ticket.
vent soft-money television and ra­
dio advertising by political parties 
and other outside groups. 

Lazio appears to have turned off 1st district
some voters hy marching to the first Open seat: Mike Forbes (D) was
lady’s podium al their first debate in defeated in the primary
Buffaloanddcmandingthatshesign Outlook: Leans Republican
a ban rejecting soft money. She re- Republicans made good on their
fused at the time, calling on Uizio to promise to oust Forbes af ter he
get the signatures of 14 conservative switched parties and improved their 
groups training their sights on the chances of taking back his House

Zimmer to hold a press conference race. He did, and after substantial ne-
with his sister, Susan Rubin, to de- gotiabons, the two agreed to swear
nounce the mailer. However, the off soft money for tile remainder of 
DCCC insists the mailer is factual, the contest in a deal that some groups

a Republican poll showing Zimmer and Hoik noting that his mother is are already vowing to break.
also suffering from the disease, said Soon after, it was revealed that
that their personal experiences Lazio had a substantial hard-money control and abortion rights, Regina

One of the most competitive and man and both sides say a majority shouldn’t prevent them from debat- advantage over the first lady, having Seltzer, a 71-year-old retired 11-
■ ’ ‘ jng the issue. raised more than triple the amount brarian and environmental attor-

The NRCC is slamming the of the first lady during September ney, toppled Forbes in the Sept. 12
DCCC’s role in the race, airingspots for Clinton. Without outside party Democratic primary by 35 votes.

spending, Lazio could be in a posi- Seltzer spent just $40,000 on the
Holt” and vowing to make the com- lion to significantly outspend the primary, which national Democratic 

  , mittee’s "campaign of fear and mis- first lady during the final leg of the leaders.eagertoseeForbesre-elect-
againstfonner Rep. Dick Zimmer 1996 Senate contest, then-Rep. information” an integral part of the campaign. Neither candidate has ed, didn’t appear to Lake seriously.

 . ... — . . race. However, the DCCC argues stopped raising soft money, howev- And despite the surface embrace by
that voters don't care about its in- er, and Clinton accused Irazio of Democrats intent on keeping a
volvement in the contest. breaking tlie deal by benefiting from House seat, Forbes never won live

This race is key to Democrats' na- hard-money ads tun by the Repub- support ot rank-and-file voters in the
tional prospects—they won’t likely lican National Committee. Long Island-based 1st district. Fur-

Lazio will need his money edge, themtore, some say the incumbent
made atactica! blunder by not airing 
TV and radio ads during the primary. 

Seltzer now faces Felix Grucci. 
the Brookhaven supervisor and 
owner of a well-known fireworks 

lady's numbers continue to improve company. A Republican poll taken
in lite heavily Democratic bastion after the primary showed Grucci 
of New York City, Lazio is faring beating Seltzer by 20 points, with 
worse in upstate New York than typ- Forbes, who is on the Working
ical Republican candidates. A Zog- Families Party line, coming in sec-
by International survey taken Sept. ond in a three-way matchup. Forbes 

cantly in the Empire State follow- 29 to Oct. 1 of 702 likely voters
ing the first debate between first showed the first lady winning the
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton (D) city with 70 percent of the vote —
and Rep. Rick Lazio (R). much higher than she was scoring

Asecond televised rendezvous in earlier in the year — andLaziotak-
early October was more polite but ing just 49 percent upstate. But was responsible for polluting local 

Lazio, who represents Suffolk waterways—and Democrats insist 
Since that first testy face-to-face County on Long island, continues they will continue to target the race,

showdown in September, not only to win the suburbs, gamering 59 BuJSeltzer had only $17,000 in the
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ported last week in Orange and 
Sullivan counties when Deino- a

And reports out of Rochester 
indicate Lazio and Clinton sup- hX
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porters are struggling to keep 
their signs.
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By Gregg Birnbaum in 
Albany and Maggie 

Haberman in New York

erotic leaders discovered Clinton 
signs had been repeatedly re­
moved from the front lawns of 
party members.

TOGO?’
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(kin- proposal to keep 
HMOs from dumping their 
elderly policyholders

Lite!. Clinton defended 
her husband's n‘cord on is­
sues such as the economy, 
accusing Republicans of try­
ing to “induce a case of po­
litical amnesia in the vot­
ers, so that we won’t 
rememlnT what was hap­
pening in America and in

s

i?

"I don't think anyone is being 
sent out to do something so 
petty,” said one Clinton aide.

"There are a lot of strong emo­
tions in the race and people run­
ning off with signs is just an­
other signal of people’s passions 
— as misguided as they may ire.”

ON THE ATTACK: Rick Lazio fields a question during a campaign stop at an 
American Legion post in Albany yesterday. Lazio unleashed an ad blitz atlacking op­
ponent Hillary Rodham Clinton’s vision for health-care reform.
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Hillary Rodham Clinton 
said yesterday she’s learned 
"many lessons" from her 
failed 1994 health-care re­
form initiative — but her 
rival Rick Lazio insisted 
she’s still wedded to it.

As his campaign un­
leashed an ad blitz high­
lighting the doomed plan. 
Lazio slammed it as a “bu­
reaucratic monstrosity” that 
Clinton has never disa­
vowed and still wants to put 
into effect.

Speaking in Albany, the 
congressman unveiled a 
huge replica of a 1994 chart 
produced by Republicans 
portraying the plan as a 
massive maze that would Ire 
rim by a "National Health 
Board.”

"This reflects the vision 
she still embraces,” Lazio 
said, pointing to the chart

New York in 1992.
“Why on earth would we 

want to reveisc direction on 
what has worked.’'' she 
added.

The president was back in 
tiie Big Apple, supporting 
Ins wife at a fund-raiser- 
ralh in Queens last night.

Meanwhile, the (’linton 
campaign accused Lazio of 
going back on his word, that

2

27,

4^H/f S!

created by Sen. Arlen Spec­
ter «R-Pa ) that became a 
symbol of everything critics 
said was wrong with her 
plan at the time.

Lazio said it “looks more 
like a map for the New 
York City subways than a 
health-care plan ... She 
has not really changed her 
vision.’’

The Lazio campaign yes­
terday liegan airing a half­
dozen radio spots in upstate 
cities, charging Clinton’s 
plan, which some say is her 
most vulnerable area, 
would have devastated hos­
pitals throughout the state. 

Outside a New Rochelle 

JH

s

gjg

New PraWing

this Saturday
Scores of upstate residents who 

are active Clinton or Lazio sup­
porters are bopping mad that 
their campaign signs are being 
stolen from their lawns.

The rash of thefts was first re-

senior center, Clinton de­
fended herself, insisting 
that Lazio is the one who 
would hurt New Yorks 
health care.

"I think that everybody 
acknowledges that [the 
1994 plan I could have been 
done differently and better,” 
she said. “But there were 
also many aspects of the 
plan that were introduced 
that were important.

"1 think there were many 
lessons learned from that, 
and 1 certainly am applying 
those lessons in the propos­
als that I've Iteen making 
alioiit what we should do 
now [andl in the future."

In her speech at the Hugh 
A. Doyle Senior Citizens 
Center. Clinton accused 
Lazio of voting to slash 
Medicare funding.

She also endorsed an Al

SBEY. Hick, watch out for that 
BlH ostrich!
When Lazio stopped by the 

Syracuse Zoo on Sunday, his 
half-hour visit was carefully or­
chestrated to avoid the ostrich 
pen — at all costs.

The reason: Hillary is broad­
casting ads upstate starring an 
ostrich as her way of telling vot­
ers that Lazio has his head 
buried in the sand when it comes 
to understanding the region’s 
economic problems.

Reporters, and a "spy” from the 
Clinton camp who was trailing 
Lazio with a video recorder, were 
salivating at the thought that 
Lazio might commit an embar­
rassing gaffe by crossing paths 
with a real, live ostrich.

"You really didn't think I was 
going to let my candidate sec the 
ostriches, did you?” a campaign 
staffer said later, before reveal­
ing the birds were conveniently 
located in an out-of-the-way cor­
ner in the zoo.

Some Lazio supporters are 
urging Rick to get tough with 
the first lady.

At a campaign event in upstate 
Amsterdam yesterday, a woman 
cornered Luzio and shoved some 
anti-Clinton literature into his 
hands, with one flier reading, 
"Wherever Hillary Clinton goes, 
crime and corruption follow.”

"You can't be a nice guy for­
ever, so start slinging the bull," 
the woman told Lazio. He 
thanked her. hut had nothing 
else to say.

Meanwhile, at a Republican 
dinner for Lazio the other night 
in Oneida County, hundreds of 
guests were given a free copy of 
a special "Senate race" edition of 
"Hillary Rodham Clinton: What 
Every American Should Know,” 
from the American Conservative 
Union.
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1998, attacking Alfonso D’Amato 
while she was campaigning in 
the senior center for t'liuck 
Schumer.

Quote #2 was the first lady 
speaking yesterday at the s.ime 
center, almost two years after 
Quote #1. about her GOP senate 
foe, Rick Lazio.

What will Hillary say for an 
encore9
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the first lady s personal life 
is inelevant in the race, 
with a fund-raising letter 
that includes a newspaper 
editorial mentioning the 
Sexgale scandal.

Lazio spukesman Dan 
McLagan defended using 
the Sept 15 Wall Street 
Journal editorial, and noted 
the text of the letter never 
mentions the scandals.

mF; CAMPAIGN BUZZ
ROBERT 

HARDT JR. 
AND GREGG 
BIRNBAUM
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Hillary experienced a massive 
political flashback when she was 
campaigning in New Rochelle 
yesterday.

Compare these two quotes 
transcribed by The Post’s Maggie 
Haberman, who followed the 
first lady to the Hugh A. Doyle 
Senior Citizens Center.

Quote #1: “He stood with Newt 
Gingrich and voted time and 
time again to cut Medicare . . . 
The reason was to finance a big 
tax cut for the rich.”

Quote #2: “Time and time 
again, he has followed the con­
servative Republican leadership 
in Congress and abandoned the 
interests of New Yorkers. • 
cially when it comes to l.v. 
care.”

Quote #1 is Clinton on Oct.

■
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fS^T?p?3 Co’?’JeCtOr New York s shini?g light- wh0 by means of a burning passion

(The shrink doesn’t offer any explanation for all 
those other well-documented Clinton affairs.)

havior,” details the personal and political se 
Clinton had suffered leading up to Nov. 15,i, 1995,

OX

1A

Freudian Research Center.
De Gregorio examines the scandal, in a new book 

from Random House, “My Head and My Heart: 
Sex, Love, Life and the Unconscious.” His conclu­
sion is that Bill was naughty with Monica only be­
cause 1995 had been such a lousy year for him.

The Whitewater scandal was in full bloom and 
Hillary Rodham Clinton

- i____ j II ; W J J ' _________ y. J W

NEAL TRAVIS’
-LOLEVdAlllLriL^—

IT WASN’T President Clinton’s fault that 
he fell for the voluptuous charms of White

‘A—

- , t- . ;

 „ . „ means of a burning passion
invested the president of the United States with 
the youthful potency he needed.” But why did he 
succumb on Nov. 15? Because it was the first full 
day of the Gingrich-inspired shutdown of the fed­
eral government, when 800,000 workers were fur­
loughed, according to the author.

“He may also have felt his own ‘shutdown’ ... 
Looking in the mirror for the ideal, his heart could 
have been on the brink of breaking; he could see a 
loss of self-image, his whole self crumbling,” 
according to De Gregorio. And then along comes 
Monica (as an intern, she hadn’t been laid off) — 
and the rest, as they say, is history.

The author, who somewhat naively describes the 
Monica encounter as “otherwise inexplicable be- 

setbacks

when he first had his way with Lewinsky.
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“suaugesi endorsement goes 
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Corzine: Future Ted 
Kennedy intern? ap
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her opponents in visiting the state’s 62 
ties. (So let’s vote for her travel agent.)

U!t\I?ateJyi’. however, the Times has decided 
that Mrs. Clinton is “unusuallv nmmisincr”

■
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endorsed New Jersey’s Democratic Senate can­
didate, Jon Corzine, in terms so harsh and 

unflattering that GOP 
candidate Bob Franks 
should use it as cam­
paign literature.

Corzine’s “spending 
on the campaign has 
been obscene,” says the 
paper. He “misled ev­
eryone” and makes “ex­
aggerated claims about 
his program” — includ­
ing the fact that “his 
program would cost 
much more than he ad­
mits.” He “lacks politi- 

±. cal experience and fas 
senator] tor a time would be an intern study- 
mg at the elbow of Ted Kennedy.” Of his in­
sistence on limiting debates, “That may be a 
good way to sell shoes, but it’s not a proud mo­
ment for democracy.”

Franks, on the other hand, “is the man with 
experience to burn,” a “respected Republican” 
and a man of integrity” who “helped balance 
the nations budget,” who “knows how Wash­
ington works” and whose “fiscal conservatism 
combined with moderate social views make 
him a natural fit for New Jersey.”

This is an endorsement of Corzine?

. o "tx, ^nnes endorse tiniary Clin­ton? We i, not because Rick Lazio is so bad. 
in fact, he s just the kind of Republican that 
the limes loves: a “moderate who would fight 
to increase the power of his party’s small, but 
important, centrist bloc.”

Endorsements 
That Damn

F Sundays New York Times endorsement is 
the strongest case that can be made for 
Hillary Chnton’s Senate candidacy, then 

a?y 18 treading on thin ice indeed.
the limes honestly conceded the many rea­

sons why so many people have serious ques­
tions about Mrs. Clinton: “New Yorkers de­
served to be deeply skeptical ... She had 
never been elected to public office, yet she radi­
ated an aura of ambi­
tion and entitlement
that suggested a run sfx
for the United States
Senate as a kind of ce­
lebrity stroll.”

The paper also finds
her personal character
wanting. The Demo­
crat “has a lamentable
tendency to treat politi­
cal opponents as ene­
mies ... She has
clearly been less than
truthful in her com­
ments to investigators
«------1 ‘ ~ --

method of peddling access for campaign dona- 
Lions.

And “her fondness for stonewalling in re­
sponse to legitimate questions about financial 
or legisJafive matters contributed to the bad 
ethical reputation of the Clinton administra-

S9 wh n the Times endorse Hillary Clin-

And while Mrs. Clinton may paint him as a 
Newt Gingrich pawn, the Times took pains i 
to note that Lazio “has taken positions far ’ 
friendlier to working people and the North- ’ 
eastern region than those” of the party’s right

So why vote for Hillary? Well, “she outdid 
her opponents in visiting the state’s 62 coun­
ties. (So let s vote for her travel agent.)

U!t\I?ateJyi’. however, the Times has decided 
that Mrs. Clinton is “unusually promising”__
and declares that “we are placing our bets on 
her to nse above the mistakes and difficulties 
of her first eight years in Washington ”

But if she hasn’t done so to date, why does 
the Times think she’ll start now — when she 
won t face the voters for another six years?

All in all, a bizarre endorsement.

w Vork^post,- Tuesday, October-24, 2000
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Clinton: Slammed 
by the Times. ap

and too eager to°foilow President Clinton’s

tions:
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New York, hoping to negate Mrs. 
Clinton’s ambitious statewide cam­
paign.

Mr. Lazio was criticized in late 
summer for not campaigning as 
hard as the first lady.

“She had closed the gap upstate, 
but she was campaigning in a 
vacuum,” Mr. Zogby said. “She was 
all alone there, and as he has 
started to come up there more, you 
can see how soft her support was.”

Ttvo debates have established 
Mr. Lazio, a moderate conserva­
tive from Long Island, as a con­
tender in the race.

His move in the first debate to 
physically approach Mrs. Clinton

with a contract to ban soft money 
advertising was called a “stunt” by 
his opponent, but ensured Mr. 
Lazio a place on the lips of New 
York voters.

A third debate will be held Fri­
day in New York City at WNBC-TV 
and broadcast statewide at 7 p.m.

Aside from Mr. Lazio’s theatrics 
and the usual tide of press releases 
disparaging the other side, the 
campaign has been remarkably 
typical: plenty of sharp attacks but 
nothing overtly offensive.

Yesterday was the first mention 
of the first lady’s private life, 
which Mr. Lazio has said he con­
siders out of bounds.

Softening support 
of Jews a big factor

Marist College poll.
Quinnipiac University polling 

had Mrs. Clinton hitting the 50 per­
cent mark last month, a milestone 
in a tight race.

Last year, Mrs. Clinton angered 
potential Jewish supporters when 
she expressed support for a Pales­
tinian state and kissed Mrs. Yasser 
Arafat after a speech in which she 
said Israeli soldiers had gassed 
Palestinian children. She has since 
told Jewish leaders she considers 
Jerusalem “the eternal and indi­
visible capital” of Israel.

“You couldn’t pick a single 
worse issue to be at the forefront 
of a campaign than an eruption of 
terror in the Middle East, from 
Hillary’s perspective,” said Matt 
Brooks, director of the Republican 
Jewish Coalition.

Still, the first lady carries the 
state’s largely Democratic 1.6 mil­
lion Jewish voters, about 10 per­
cent of the electorate, by 2 to 1.

“Two to one is pretty good 
among Jewish voters, among any 
voting group,” said Maurice Car­
roll, director of the Quinnipiac 
University Polling Institute, which 
shows Mrs. Clinton ahead 60 per­
cent to 30 percent among Jews. 
“Could she do better? Sure.”

The new numbers come as Mrs. 
Clinton wears two hats: the New 
York City candidate who ap­
proaches a 70 percent approval 
there; and the upstate candidate 
who is earnestly trying to dent her 
opponent’s seven-point lead.

Mr. Lazio recently has begun to 
campaign in earnest in conserva­
tive areas of upstate and western

A fund-raising letter from Mr. 
Lazio’s campaign includes a news­
paper editorial that raises the 
Monica Lewinsky and Gennifer 
Flowers sex scandals.

“Rick Lazio looked New Yorkers 
in the eye and told them that he 
wasn’t making this an issue, and 
now we know that wasn’t true,” 
Clinton campaign spokesman 
Howard Wolfson said

The letter includes a Wall Street 
Journal editorial from Sept. 15: 
“Senator Clinton would represent 
the perpetuation of the myths of 
the Clinton presidency, a vindica­
tion of its lies large and small, and 
an absolution of her husband’s 
moral and ethical standards.”

The candidates have argued 
economic policy. Social Security 
and education with the traditional 
partisan differences. Mr. Lazio has 
emphasized the word “main­
stream,” which is emblazoned on 
the side of his campaign bus and 
frequently used in speeches.

Mrs. Clinton, with her trade­
mark barbed eloquence, has set 
out a list of problems that she can 
remedy, such as high taxes, poor 
infrastructure and utility prob­
lems.

The first lady tells audiences 
she will “change the image of up­
state New York” and that she fa­
vors action to pay down the gov­
ernment’s debt by the year 2012.

No one has found fault with her 
work ethic, which has at times par­
alleled her husband’s stamina.

In the next two weeks, the can­
didates will go back to their estab­
lished bases — for Mrs. Clinton, 
minorities and New York City resi­
dents; for Mr. Lazio, the suburban j 
and upstate voters — and encour- ' 
age those people to vote.

hr

AP

Hillary Rodham Clinton spends time with a luture voter. Ari Weber, 4, 
and his grandmother, Teddie Weber, yesterday in New Rochelle, N.Y.
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By Steve Miller
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The turbulent Middle East and 
vigorous upstate campaigning by 
Rep. Rick Lazio has cut the lead of 
first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
in the New York Senate race with 
just two weeks left until Election 
Day.

A statewide poll, conducted last 
week by John Zogby, found Mr. 
Lazio ahead, 43 percent to 42 per­
cent, with 15 percent undecided, 
including 17 percent of Jewish vot­
ers, whose approval is crucial to 
the first lady’s prospects. The poll’s 
margin of error is 4.5 percent plus 
or minus, meaning the race is 
deadlocked.

Mr. Lazio, for his part, “didn’t do 
anything” to narrow the gap, Mr. 
Zogby said.

“He’s been staying the same in 
the polls — around 43 percent. 
She’s been getting hammered by 
conservative Jews for flip-flop­
ping, and that vote has gone from 
5 percent undecided to 17.”

Five percent undecided is about 
average among any group at this 
late stage of the election season.

Mrs. Clinton had been running 
ahead in the past two months in the 
state’s two other main polls — by 7 
percent in Quinnipiac University 
polling and by 4 percent in the
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^ndidate and vice president win 
m November and the economy re- 
main robust, Clinton’s legacy
Neusdt3Xr0Sy- Harvard’s Richard 
Neustadt says a winning trifecta

thnp A real Mideast agreement 

Like

think there’s much llth-hour 
spadework the president can do 
to influence his cvc„iua; iegS 
the history books. Neustadt’s

i. .LQiniSr.

of fh!t t FP rdents didn’t think 
thiJk mIn fact’ few historians 
think there’s much llth-hour 
spadework the president can do 
to influence his eventual legacy in 
the history books. Neustadt’s sug­
gestion: ‘Pray’ ” 8

_____ See no evil_____
“Remember all the claims by 

Hillary Clinton’s see-no-evil sup­
porters that the decision by inde­
pendent counsel Robert Ray not 
to prosecute her in the travel­
office affair ‘exonerated’ her?” 
New York Times columnist Wil­
liam Safire asks.

“Some exoneration. We now 
have the full report of this egre­
gious abuse of power and its six- 
year cover-up, and the evidence 
that she has been lying all along 
is damning,” Mr. Safire writes.

“Lest we forget, the central is­
sue was never whether she had 
the right to pressure her hus­
band’s staff to fire seven longtime 
White House employees and di­
rect the lucrative travel business 
to her Hollywood cronies and a 
Clinton cousin. That’s just the 
spoils system.

“The ITavelgate issue was and 
is: Was her sworn denial of any 
‘role’ or ‘input’ in the firings fac­
tually false? Did her pressure 
cause fearful aides to stimulate a 
besmearing FBI investigation? 
Did this lead her Justice Depart­
ment to bring criminal charges 
against people later found to be 
innocent? And did she and her 
White House minions delay, im­
pede and increase the expense of 
revealing her improper involve­
ment?

“The inescapable answers are 
yes, yes, yes and yes. Read the 
evidence and denials in full 
(oicray.com) and see how her or­
chestrated lying continues to this 
day.”

To be decided
“Historians agree: The first 

paragraph of President Clinton’s 
biography will include Monica
RnHhnskyA.but it,s UP t0 Hi»ary 
Rodham Clinton, Al Gore, and the 
economy to finish the rest,” Paul 
Bedard writes in the Washington 
wKpoSmnOfUSNeWS& 

“Should the New York Senate

come ‘will deal harshly with him’ 
aS“DmyfWho wasted his time-’

a president who ‘had flaws’but 

access. Without
sandwich of bS 

and Bush. And with that as a leg­
acy, Neustadt tells Whispers the 

____________ _

Compiled by Greg Pierce

T
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insurance.

ton’s failed proposal the most glar-
Lazio for never issuing a proposal of ing example of her attempt to legis-

hiXtXSn^me^S Jatew.de the first lady enjoyed the m^e Yo^ it Import^iZg»g?ssS

cizini he heakh car^Xosal Mr’ f w “ u m 3 ,0W bad medicine for America and that’s ing us then, and facing us now, which
LaX today rdeased XX m ° ?g her President why Pe°Ple from both parties threw is: How do we provide quality, af-
Lazio today released radio adver- Clinton, stump around the state ex- up their hands and said we cannot fordable health care to every Ameri 
tisements tailored to each of several tolling her years of nuhlie servlet in havO mic » J. ., Care t0 every Amen-

ing the number of foreign medical
about you. My opponent thinks it’s

his own to improve the health care 
system.

tolling her years of public service in 
an attempt to rebut Mr. Lazio’s

late. As Mr. Lazio seized on an issue 
that remains of critical importance

through such means as tax credits.
Mrs. Clinton’s plan, he said, was

to the kind of process that you would 
have if you were an effective legisla­
tor, reaching out, building consensus 
and listening to different views, even 
criticisms.”

He added: “It’s very important for 
a good legislator to listen to criti­
cisms so they can meet that criti­
cism and overcome it if they can. But 
that was not the experience of Mrs. 
Clinton.”

“We have two different visions of 
health care,” Mr. Lazio said, “one 
that would provide more choice and 
empower patients and physicians, to 
have more control over their health 
care decisions, and one that would

graduate students. In an interview 
today, Mr. Moynihan rose to Mrs. 
Clinton’s defense, noting that she 
supports his current legislative ef­
forts to finance the hospitals.

Mr. Lazio has often called Mrs. 
Clinton’s former plan a “disaster,” 
but he had never offered a detailed 
critique until today. And he resur­
rected ammunition used by leading 
Republicans at the time, arming 
himself with charts to show how 
complex her proposals were.

The congressman called Mrs. Clin-

have this."
Mr. Lazio stood in front of a chart, 

prepared in 1994 by Senator Arlen
Specter, Republican of Pennsylva- plan, 
nia, that depicts a tangle of boxes 
and lines meant to illustrate Mrs.
Clinton’s plan and to emphasize its 
obtuseness.

Mrs. Clinton, he said, designed and

at the time that the plan would dev- < ‘ r y ;  
a?^aSe teach'in8 hospitals by reduc- clamp'down on soaring health costs

1 and guarantee that all Americans pushed the plan in a way “contrary

threatened with closure.
Mr. Lazio, who has issued multi-

billion-dollar proposals aimed at im­
proving education and cutting taxes,
did not offer a health care plan of his
own. When asked why by reporters, 
he did not respond but said he would she stood^by the concept.

----- ■ ■ ~ t “I think that everyone acknowl-

what his plans are,” she said. “He 
has no health care agenda; just an
agenda of attacks and insults.” , „

She added: “I think this election is false impression that 1 support him, 
................................, j

can?”
Mrs. Clinton said that Mr. Lazio 

had not offered a comprehensive

Lazio and Clinton Take Each Other to Task Over Health Care Efforts

tisements tailored to each of several 
upstate markets that assert, among 
other things, that Mrs. Clinton’s plan charge that'she has~no recorcl

Mr. Clinton appointed the first
lady to lead a task force in 1993 that,

about me.”
Mrs. Clinton’s campaign office re­

leased a statement that attacked Mr. 
Lazio for his support of a 1995 budget 
proposal that she said would have 
eliminated $24.4 billion for New York 
hospitals and would have reduced 
Medicare and Medicaid financing. 
Her campaign office included a list 
of hospitals around the state that it 
said would have lost millions, from 
Buffalo to Long Island.

Mrs. Clinton lent her support today 
to another health care proposal, one 
offered by Vice President Al Gore 
and Senator Joseph I. Lieberman 
that would double the penalty for

Th maintenance organizations 
that drop older Americans on Medi­
care. The managed care groups that 
withdraw such coverage now are 
prohibited from returning to a mar­
ket for two years. Under the Gore- 
Lieberman proposal, that ban would

f -

continue to support legislation that ' A 
would help people pay for insurance edges that it could have been done 

differently and better,” Mrs. Clinton 
said. “But it was taking on a very

would have put “one-seventh of our
economy under government con- 
trol.” They also mention Senator largely in secret, developed a pro­
Daniel Patrick Moynihan’s criticism posal to remake the nation’s health 
at the time that the plan would dev- care system. The panel’s goal was to

By RANDAL C. ARCHIBOLD 
with DAVID CHEN

COLONIE, N.Y., Oct. 23 - Repre-
; sentative Rick A. Lazio today intensi­

fied his criticism of Hillary Rodham
Clinton’s failed health care reform
effort six years ago, unleashing a
new series of advertisements and
deriding her effort as “bad medicine
for New York.”

The multipronged offensive, 15
days before the election, represented
an effort by Mr. Lazio, the Republi­
can Senate nominee, to attack his
Democratic opponent on an issue his
advisers say is among Mrs. Clinton's 
most vulnerable.

stark differences
record on health care issues, saying
bills he supported would have de­
prived New York of billions of dol­
lars in health financing — cuts that
her campaign argued would have 
crippled hospitals across the state.
She also hammered away at Mr.

on
visions of medical

i

r-
b'
,1
I

would have health insurance. Mrs.
Clinton has said that she made a
mistake in trying to push such an
ambitious proposal through a Repub­
lican-controlled Congress. Legisla­
tors contended at the time that she
was trying to do too much at once
and criticized her for an unwilling­
ness to compromise. The plan failed
in 1994.

Mr. Lazio said Mrs. Clinton’s pro­
posal would have cost at least 72,000
jobs (he said at various points of the
day 73,000 and 75,000), citing a report
by the American Legislative Ex­
change Council, a conservative
group of state legislators. Mr. Lazio ,
also reprised criticism from the time entrust federal’bureaucrats and give health
that teaching hospitals could be people fewer choices and less control

over their lives.”
Mrs. Clinton, speaking to reporters

after touring a retirement center in
New Rochelle, conceded today that
she should have proceeded more i_._i
cautiously on health care reform, but be four years, Mrs. Clinton said.

In an interview, Mr. Moynihan, the 
Democrat whose seat Mr. Lazio and 
Mrs. Clinton are vying for, expressed 
concerns that his initial criticisms 
would be misconstrued as opposition 
to the concept of universal health
care. Although he stood by his quote, 
he said, “I was very much in favor of
a health care plan.”

He said he took offense at Mr.
Lazio’s using his name in the radio 
advertisements, as he did when Mr.
Lazio used his image in a television 

“My opponent has still not told us advertisement earlier this year.
h>c r.1^0 ..j d0 not enjoy seeing my name in

Mr. Lazio’s advertisements,” Mr.
Moynihan said, “because it gives the
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Kissinger, the former secretary of

for American operations in Kosovo

with Israel. And she said her em-

with politically important groups, in- rity aide, Condoleezza Rice, declared 
.. - „ ___ __ 1 orlminictrntinn WHllln

But Mr. Lazio has sought to cut

emerge in the way ^Bu^a^Vw^ ^“=rrillasg

the military from its principal mis- peared before the Council on Foreign terms of maintaining sanctions soon.

the
backed the North American Free 
Trade Agreement with Canada and 
Mexico, and sought to extend some 
Nafta benefits to Central America 
and the Caribbean.

Mrs. Clinton qualifies her support

Both candidates have flipped on 
important positions in recent years.

Mrs. Clinton, who expressed fears 
that a missile shield could unleash a 
new arms race with Russia and Chi­
na, said she supported a “limited" 
system as soon as i._

Mrs. Clinton's most marked shift

mistake.
EarlierELclIllCl UUB 11IU11U1, I'ltJ- cnnvw.. ----------

pointedly put the onus on Mr. Arafat but you don’t want a reputation as  a 
and the Palestinians “to end the vio- panderer. It’s a matter of finding the

uuus 6” _______ _____ ___ Ariel sharon' the hard-line Israeli
free trade," she said in her speech politician, to Muslim holy sites in

in particular, she is Lazio’and taken for granted by Mrs. 

Clinton.
One exception has been Puerto Ri­

cans L. 1?-..

areas of military conflict, terrorism 
and trade. The United States’ foreign 
policy objectives, she says, should 
include the fight for women’s rights, 
as well as the struggles against dead­
ly, diseases, extreme poverty, forced 
migration and environmental degra­
dation.

Mrs. Clinton did not respond to 
questions submitted by The Times, 
but in a speech last week before the 
Council on Foreign Relations, she 
said her expansive view was where 
realpolitik met “real-life politics.”

“There is a refrain that runs 
through some of those arguments,” 
Mrs. Clinton said, “that we should 
intervene with force only when we 
face splendid little wars that we 
surely can win. preferably by over-

8§
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eluding Jews, Puerto Ricans and 
Irish-Americans.

“You see catering to ethnic 
groups,” said Robert Jervis, a pro- 
fvaOMl UL *•» —-------- ------ ’ « —
bia University. “Mostly, you don’t aging blow” to NATO.
see much foreign policy at all.” Mr. Lazio supports what he calls

Still, on close analysis, differences “global engagement, but on a more
emerge in the way Mr. Lazio and limited, level. He stops short of back-
Mrs. Clinton view America’s role in i
the world. f

She is a proponent of international- t
ism, contending that Americans I
should not limit their notion of the s...----
national interest to the traditional the military from its principal mis-

lence” that erupted after the visit of sweet spot.”
 - Hispanic leaders complain that

they have largely been ignored by 
the candidates, written off by Mr.

For candidates, a lot 

of sniping, but few

The New York Times. areas of genuine
But that does not mean that the

candidates are prepared to declare a disagreement. 
common worldview. Locked in a 
gloves-off campaign that is intensi­
fied by New York's media glare and 
its ethnic and religious mix, Mr. La-

By CHRISTOPHER MARQUIS

For all their sniping about mis­
placed kisses and handshakes 
abroad, Hillary Rodham Clinton and 
Representative Rick A. Lazio largely 
share a foreign policy agenda based 
on expanding trade, paying Ameri­
ca’s bills at the United Nations and 
forgiving some of the debt of many 
developing nations.

Both candidates for Senate from 
New York support normalizing trade 
with China as a prod for political 
reform, moving the American Em­
bassy in Israel to Jerusalem as a 
sign of commitment to the Jewish 
nation, and maintaining sanctions 
against President Fidel Castro of 
Cuba until democracy takes root.

Their positions on key foreign poli­
cy issues likely to require Senate 
action are so similar that they are 
largely indistinguishable, according 
to independent analysts as well as a 
review of their public remarks, Mr. 
Lazio’s voting record and his re­
sponses to questions submitted by

But that does not mean that the

against Israel’s enemies and using 
foreign aid to strengthen Israel’s 
hand in the peace process.

While Mr. Forman, a Democrat, 
calls the candidates’ positions on Is­
rael “indistinguishable,” Matt 
Brooks, executive director of the Re­
publican Jewish Coalition, asserts 
that Mrs. Clinton has raised suspi­
cions about her loyalties.

Mr. Lazio "has been the beneficia­
ry of Mrs. Clinton’s mistakes,” Mr. 
Brooks said.

Some have watched the elaborate 
jockeying over Middle East policy 
with distaste.

Hussein Ibish, communications di­
rector for the American-Arab Anti­
Discrimination Committee, said, 
“Both candidates have pandered 
most shamelessly” by "demonizing” 
the Arafats. Moving the American 
Embassy to Jerusalem, which they 

 both advocate, would “disrupt the
its effectiveness peace process beyond recognition,” 

Mr. Ibish said.
But other analysts say the candi­

dates are merely acting within the 
time-honored tradition of assimilat-

tions.
visited even con'ttaent“except Ant- popular president among the Jewish who’saw Mrs.

= Sr^s^Xs* “‘^t^^ctor of the “^cla« herlmsband

confidence and polish, whether ex- National Jewish Democratic Coun- over p ^5^™mJ‘ V 0PP0sed h
CiB..r Mr. Lazio has sought to cut X^S^ican inde- 

with Colombia’s president in the bat-

lls vuuuv a.™ -  whelming force in a relatively short 
zio and Mrs. Clinton have sought period of time. To those who believe 
advantage by calling attention to we should become involved only if it 
marginal but incendiary topics, like is easy to do, I think we have to say, 
his 1998 handshake with Yasir Ara- ‘America has never and should not 
fat, the Palestinian leader, and her ever shy away from the hard task if 
kiss of Mr. Arafat’s wife, Suha, last it is the right one.’ ”
year The debate over when America

. Such jousting has largely substi- should become involved in foreign 
- - ■  strife surfaced again last week as a

presidential campaign issue when

free trade. Mr. Lazio voted in sup-

World Trade Organization, years ago, for an independent Pales-

ish voters in recent months, she has dominant ethnic and religious
. '-TM —11— — 1«

bUlVC HJUgllCllCU liui uiuiivv — o--- 1----- —
the Palestinians. This summer, she ing the right balance between nation- 

«« « 1 1-_ 1 I^Wmmmm*
“It’s a very complicated problem 

for the candidates,” said Walter Rus­
sell Mead, senior fellow for United 
States foreign policy at the Council 
on Foreign Relations. “Things can

year.

tuted for a full-throated debate on 
foreign policy, especially as the can- r--------  . 
didates have sought to make inroads George W. Bush’s top national secu-

that a Bush administration would 
withdraw United States peacekeep­
ing troops from the Balkans. Vice 
President Al Gore denounced such a 

FessoFof pohticaTscience at’colum- move, saying it would deal a ‘

Mr. Lazio supports what he calls

Lazio and Clinton Stake Out Foreign Policy Differences Only on the Margins

Relations, the elite East Side forum
“I would take exception with her if for foreign policy devotees, he bur-

she is trying to suggest that we ought nished his credentials last week by
to commit troops any time somebody winning the endorsement of Henry A_
asks,” he said. “We’ve got to make Kissinger, the former secretary of
some very tough decisions, and those state.
decisions include having to say no Both candidates have flipped on
sometimes.” important positions in recent years.

Mr. Lazio said the United States Mr. Lazio, for instance, voted in July
should commit troops overseas only against forgiving hundreds of mil-
when there is a clear military objec- lions of dollars in foreign debt held
live and an exit strategy. by developing nations. Three months

In 1994 he joined House leaders in later, he came out in support of debt
calling for a withdrawal of American relief. The congressman’s stance on
troops from Haiti. Two years later, national missile defense has also
he supported a ban on sending changed. He voted against a bill last
ground troops to Bosnia, and this year that called on the president to
year he voted to withhold payment deploy the antimissile shield as soon
for American operations in Kosovo as technologically feasible. He now
until the president certified that Eu- supports deployment of the shiekL
ropeans were meeting specific bur- ” ~

 den-sharing targets by April 2001.
Mr. Lazio did support airstrikes 
against Yugoslavia last year in de­
fense of Kosovo Albanians. 

Both candidates are proponents of can be proven. 
free trade. Mr. Lazio voted in sup- I.L_. C'-.t-L---------------
port of enforcing trade rules through involves her support, expressed two

tinian state. Facing the anger of Jew- ing the aspirations of New ^ork s 

sincFtoughened her stance toward groups. Their challenge lies in find-

called for the United States to cut off al and local mteresL 
 aid if Palestinian leaders declare

foFtrade'expansionrasserting that it statehood absent a peace settlement 
is ultimately self-defeating for the with Israel. .Ar.d rhe said 
United States to try to remain an brace of Mrs. Arafat last year was a

css! sa “ “■ —. »»■ — 

“Ensuring fair labor standards, en­
vironmental protection and trans­
parency in international organiza­
tions should go hand in hand with 

before the Council on Foreign Rela- Jerusalem, 
tions with Jews’

Mrs. Clinton, who said she had helped by her marriage to “the most 
« -J_ x m^m. m TnnTicn

community in decades,” said Ira
Forman, executive director of th;
National Jewish Democratic Coun-
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"It's like finding the true meaning of what life is," said Rindos, 18, who fit in so well she was hired back 
for the summer and plans to start work in September on a degree in art therapy from C. W. Post in 
Brookville.

BODY:
Drifting through Farmingdale High School, Jackie Rindos knew she liked art class and psychology, 

felt misunderstood by her family and had seen how cruel people can be. She did not know these were 
job skills.

Clinton would later be investigated for her $ 101,630 fee and cleared. But the actual work she did on the 
project has gone almost entirely unnoticed, even as her Senate opponent, Rep. Rick Lazio, challenges 
her to "name one thing she's ever done for New York." Clinton herself has said little about it, choosing 
instead to talk about her advocacy for children and families at the White House and to claim credit for 
helping pass bills such as the Children's Health Insurance Program and adoption and foster care 

measures.

Not until an art teacher nudged Rindos to take a taste of the real world in Patricia Graham's "internship 
class." While some kids headed for emergency rooms and others for offices, Graham found Rindos a 
placement as an art therapist four days a week at the Helen Kaplan Intermediate Care Facility for 
mentally retarded adults in Plainview. Once she got past her fear and discomfort with the residents and 
came to know them as people, the work she was doing began to amaze her.

-k-IO' T1VW 1 1U1UXUXV x wgv

But three federal laws have been spun off from a bill Clinton helped draft in 1991 with aides to Sen. 
Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts. One of them was the $ 1.6 billion School to Work Partnership Act 
of 1994 that sent $ 50 million to New York to fund five years of pilot programs like that at Farmingdale

Farmingdale's internship class is one of dozens of programs around New York State funded under a 
federal law first drafted and promoted a decade ago under the leadership of Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Then the first lady of Arkansas, Yale-educated partner in a Little Rock law firm and a prominent 
education reform advocate, Clinton had been hired by the bipartisan Commission on the Skills of the 
American Workforce to head the effort to implement dramatic changes in the way the United States 
trained its work force for a rapidly evolving global economy.

For a year or so, Clinton and her colleagues crisscrossed the country meeting with executives, educators 
and Deniocratic and Republican governors, testifying before state and congressional committees, and 
lobbying the Bush administration for the proposals in the commission's report, "America's Choice: High 
Skills or Low Wages!"
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"She was facilitating all this legislation, consulting and advising, but the point was to have the credit go 
to the legislators and to the president," Littlefield said. "They all got the credit, but she did the work."

Headed by consultant Ira Magaziner, who would later lead the Clinton health care effort, the 
commission was co-chaired by two former labor secretaries, Republican Bill Brock of the Reagan 
administration and Carter-era Democrat Ray Marshall.

Their central concern was the slipping economic position of U.S. industry relative to other countries and 
the weak skills of its work force. "Many of our companies were beginning to believe they could not

"In fact, her only experience in drafting legislation ended in disaster," Lazio wrote in an Aug. 7 
fund-raising letter, referring to health care.

The Commission on the Skills of the American Workforce was launched in Rochester in 1990 by the 
National Center on Education and the Economy, a Carnegie Corporation spin-off where then New York 
Gov. Mario Cuomo served as honorary chairman and Hillary Clinton as a trustee on a board that also 
included David Rockefeller Jr., Apple Computer chairman John Sculley and Eastman Kodak CEO Kay 
Whitmore.

Republican Gov. George Pataki expects the Workforce Investment Act "to be a catalyst for the 
development of a truly effective system," state Labor Commissioner James J. McGowan said in a 
statement posted on the department's Web site.

Like the health-care effort, the America's Choice report was an expansive undertaking, involving more 
than 2,000 interviews at more than 550 U.S. companies. Clinton went forth across the nation calling for 
a complete retooling of the way Americans are prepared for the job market, including doing away with 
high school diplomas in favor of an educational model closer to that of some European countries. 
Participants give her mixed reviews, but the leading industry, government and education figures who 
called on her saw nothing foolhardy about the scale of their enterprise.

"This is the first time that a comprehensive national system like this has been attempted," said James 
Houghton, a former chief executive officer of Coming Inc., of the National Skills Standards Board he 
now heads, in a statement last year.

Clinton was by no means the sole architect of the job-training initiatives that had represented the 
consensus of opinion and research by a broad spectrum of government, labor, industry and educators, a 
trend whose momentum was carried forward after she moved on to other projects. "It was a strict 
business relationship," she said of the consulting work.

But Nick Littlefield, Kennedy's longtime chief of staff on the Labor and Human Resources Committee 
who worked closely with Clinton and her policy staff, said the first lady had played an "integral role" in 
shaping the job- training laws, as well as in every piece of progressive Clinton-era legislation on health, 
children's issues and national service.

High School. The second law created the National Skills Standards Board, a business-labor coalition 
that has been drafting a comprehensive, voluntary system of training standards and certificates for every 
major industry. Then in 1998 the Workforce Investment Act was passed to organize a confusing welter 
of more than 75 different state and federal job programs at user-friendly "one-stop shops," including 
ones opening in Hauppauge, Freeport, Hempstead, Long Beach and Jamaica. Lazio voted for all three of 
the measures.

But the story is worth retelling because it was the last thing she did before her husband declared his 
candidacy, and it shows how she had come to be viewed by policymakers before coming into the 
national spotlight. Later, she would gain notoriety for the failure of the administration's health care 
proposal, which she headed, and for eight years of scandals and investigations.

Lazio's campaign has hammered away at those themes.
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"She could go into any audience, whether local business leaders or school community or the teachers or 
the parents or the governor's office or Education Secretaiy Lamar Alexander's office and basically

It was possible to have "good, vigorous debate" strictly on the merits of a proposal, Clinton said. "I was 
there to work."

Clinton advised the report's framers to bring in political sponsors and devise a media strategy well 
before they released it if they wanted to make a splash, Marshall recalled: "Politicians...might not read 
the report, but they are vigorous readers of the press and watchers of television," Marshall said.

She and Magaziner condensed the report into an easy-to-read five-page article with a dramatic warning: 
"What we are facing is an economic cliff-and the frontline working people of America are about to fall 
off." They began a schedule of meetings with state agencies, unions, the Bush administration, and a 
dozen Republican and Democratic governors.

The commission urged a series of changes in schools and government: Establish a new Certificate of 
Initial Mastery, to be earned by age 16. Students could then choose to work, to gain occupational 
training or to prepare for college. A comprehensive system of technical and professional certificates 
should be created for students and adult workers. Employers should be called on to invest at least 1 
percent of payrolls in training and retraining. And a network of training boards should be created to 
organize and oversee the new offerings.

"We were suggesting major changes," acknowledged Marc Tucker, president of the national center. And 
while the commission's heavyweight membership was a reflection of broad sentiment that such changes 
were warranted, "Nothing sells itself. It's an enormous competitive bazaar of ideas out there," Tucker 
said.

The Clintons then were bright lights in a small circle of governors who had become opinion leaders on 
education reform, the hot governing topic of the day. A stream of staff jobs and seats on corporate and 
nonprofit boards, commissions, and studies over the years, as well as chairmanship of the Children's 
Defense Fund, had kept Hillary Clinton involved in domestic policy debates and in regular touch with 
a wide network of public officials, business, union and community leaders and academics.

Her kitchen at the Arkansas governor's mansion has been described as a kind of down-home think tank, 
where friends from all over the country munched chocolate chip cookies and kicked ideas around late 
into the night. By that time she had waged five political campaigns with her husband and run his 
education agenda, including a proposal to raise teaching standards in exchange for better teacher pay.

In those days, "there was an incredibly bipartisan, friendly, collegial atmosphere among the governors, 
between the parties," Clinton said, recalling warm relations with President George Bush and Barbara 
Bush. "We used to get good ideas from each other."

It was "a very smart move to bring her in here," because of her close contacts with governors, said 
Brock, a former Republican National Committee chairman, calling Clinton "obviously intelligent and 
knowledgeable and competent to deal with this subject."

Clinton started out as one of the more active but less visible advocates for the America's Choice report, 
first unveiled at a June, 1990, ceremony.

compete with the Japanese and the Germans," said Marshall, who had served on the board that rescued 
the Chrysler Corp, from insolvency and had traveled as a trustee of the Carnegie Corporation to those 
countries learning humbling lessons about how much better they prepared both school kids and 
mid-career workers for success at work. " Our schools were still turning out the kind of people we 
needed in the 1950s and 1960s," when rote, repetitive assembly line tasks were the norm in industry, 
Marshall said. At a time when American workplaces were demanding increasing sophistication and 
adaptability, U.S. students not bound for college were getting few job skills and little or no guidance or 
employment services.
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Clinton herself does not seem to have wasted much energy grading her own work. "When you put out a 
report like that, you know that you're going to set a sort of a benchmark, but the political process will 
only get you a certain way there," she said. "That's all that can realistically be accomplished."

Rindos, the Farmingdale high school graduate, says she is happy with the results she had an opportunity 
to sample. "I don't really know her," she said of Clinton, but "I think they should make every student 
take that class."

The School to Work funding, always intended as seed money, is due to end after next year in New 
York, and already many programs-like the one Jackie Rindos participated in at Farmingdale High 
School-are scrambling to replace their financing. And Brock says he is disappointed in what he 
considers slow progress at the National Skills Standards Board, though he calls the one-stop job center 
legislation "a substantial step forward." He gives the federal successes a grade of C but only a D for 
work at the state level.

Magaziner and Clinton never managed to stir much enthusiasm for scrapping the high school diploma 
system, a change that would disrupt long-entrenched traditions of team sports and afterschool activities 
that are cornerstones of community life. But raising standards for non-college bound kids has caught on. 
Oregon, Rhode Island, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Washington and Connecticut have adopted the 
certificate of initial mastery or a variant of it, according to the national center spokesman Joseph Garcia.

"She didn't have much time before she got diverted into things like campaigns and being first lady, to 
be fair," Brock said. "We didn't get a lot of translation at the state level, and that was her responsibility."

The explosion of the information economy and record low unemployment since then may have made a 
training mandate unnecessary, said Hillary Clinton, who believes "there's been a sea change in the 
American business community's understanding of how to attract and keep qualified workers."

After Bill Clinton won office, America's Choice was suddenly just one of many policy goals competing 
for attention. With some reluctance, Magaziner recalled, he and Hillary Clinton agreed to let others 
carry it forward while they ran the health care effort. In 1996, then state Attorney General Dennis Vacco 
launched a probe of Hillary Clinton's fee. Seventeen months later, he said he had decided she had 
earned her pay.

relate, and get them excited," Magaziner said.

Clinton meanwhile had worked with Kennedy's staff to draft a bill based on the report and had lined up 
bipartisan sponsorship in both houses that included Sen. Mark Hatfield (R-Ore.) and Reps. Richard 
Gephart (D-Mo.) and Ralph Regula (R-Ohio). Two days after the bill was filed in the Senate, on Oct. 3, 
1991, Bill Clinton declared his candidacy for president, and Hillary Clinton withdrew from the project. 
The bill went to the back burner for the duration of the campaign.

But her husband made those ideas a "mantra" in the campaign, she recalled. That yielded mixed results. 
Enamored with having employers chip in 1 percent of their payroll for continuous worker training, Bill 
Clinton upped Hillary's incentive-based proposal to a "requirement" of 1.5 percent. That sounded too 
much like a tax, which soured the enthusiasm of businesses that had earlier liked the idea, Marshall said.
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When Hillary Rodham Clinton arrived in their state 16 months ago, New Yorkers deserved 
to be deeply skeptical. She had not lived, worked or voted in New York State. She had never 
been elected to any public office, yet she radiated an aura of ambition and entitlement that 
suggested she viewed a run for the United States Senate as a kind of celebrity stroll. She 
seemed more at home at East Side soirees and within the first lady's question-free cocoon 
than in unscripted conversations with voters or the political press. She encountered civic doubt 
and open hostility from predictable sources, as well as a surprising resistance from feminists 
offended by her passive response to the marital humiliations inflicted by her husband.

Handshaking her way through town squares and state fairs, she also shed her earlier political 
shell as a cosseted, sloganeering ideologue. The first lady from Arkansas evolved into an 
Empire State candidate whose grasp of local issues complements a deep, if untested, 
understanding of national and international matters from her days in the White House. She 
also communicates an unfeigned empathy for the struggles of poor families, schoolchildren 
and professionals in the health care, education and social-service fields.

Copyright 2000 The New York Times Company 
The New York Times

The hesitancy among some voters, however, has been understandable, and we share some 
of those concerns. Her health care task force failed to deliver the promised reform. The 
investigative literature of Whitewater and related scandals is replete with evidence that Mrs. 
Clinton has a lamentable tendency to treat political opponents as enemies. She has clearly 
been less than truthful in her comments to investigators and too eager to follow President 
Clinton's method of peddling access for campaign donations. Her fondness for stonewalling in 
response to legitimate questions about financial or legislative matters contributed to the bad 
ethical reputation of the Clinton administration. If she should choose to carry these patterns 
and tendencies into the Senate, her career there could be as bumpy and frustrating - and 
ultimately, as investigated -- as her White House years.

As a neophyte, Mrs. Clinton began her campaign with a number of clumsy statements about 
sports teams and girlhood vacation visits to the state and with a much-ridiculed listening tour 
among handpicked audiences. But as her confidence mounted, she outdid her opponents in 
visiting the state's 62 counties. Through the collection of firsthand stories, she learned about 
economic deprivation, energy costs, taxes, health crises and troubled schools. She came out 
of those grueling months knowing more about the state than most candidates who qualify by 
birth as what Mr. Lazio calls "real New Yorkers."

But in the intervening months, Mrs. Clinton has shown herself to be an intelligent and dignified 
candidate who has acquired a surprising depth of knowledge about the social-services needs 
of New York City and the economic pain of the upstate region. Her political growth has been 
aided by her combat with two worthy Republican opponents, Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and his 
successor as the G.O.P. candidate, Representative Rick Lazio. With full respect for their 
abilities, we endorse Mrs. Clinton as the one candidate who will best fill the vast gap that will 
be left in the Senate and within the Democratic Party by the retirement of Senator Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan.
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Even so, most Republican members of the Senate will be pulled to the right and pressed to 
support programs that are generally tailored to the needs of the South and West, rather than 
to those of Northeastern urban areas. Mr. Lazio argues that if the G.O.P. holds control of the 
Senate in the Nov. 7 election, it would serve the state to have him in the majority caucus. We 
understand the logic of that position and might find it persuasive in some races. But we have 
concluded that Mrs. Clinton is an unusually promising talent and it would be better for New 
York to fight for its causes with two powerful, progressive voices: hers and that of the state's 
senior Democrat, Senator Charles Schumer.

On foreign policy, Mr. Lazio and Mrs. Clinton have presented themselves as firm friends of 
Israel, and in our view, Mr. Lazio has not enhanced his foreign-policy credentials by trying to 
take advantage of Mrs. Clinton's comments on Palestinian statehood and the awkwardness of 
her encounter with Suha Arafat. Mrs. Clinton has, in fact, acquired a useful education in 
international affairs through her travels and activities as first lady. The speech that she made 
to the Council on Foreign Relations last week set forth a broader, more sophisticated vision of 
America's place in the world than anything Mr. Lazio has offered so far. He has simply stated 
misgivings about the Clinton administration's record of foreign engagements, while Mrs. 
Clinton has sketched a program that looks at environmental, health and human rights issues 
as well as security concerns.

Contemplating Mrs. Clinton's campaign convinces us that she fits into two important New York 
traditions. Like Robert F. Kennedy, she taps into the state's ability to embrace new residents 
and fresh ideas. She is also capable of following the pattern, established by the likes of Mr. 
Kennedy, Mr. Moynihan and Jacob Javits, that finds New York senators playing a role on the 
national and world stages even as they defend local interests.

The building of such potent Senate careers requires a grasp of foreign and domestic policy, 
coupled with negotiating ability and, usually, a burning commitment to one's home state and to 
a few key concerns. We think Mrs. Clinton better represents the full package of skills than 
does Mr. Lazio. Her economic plan for upstate offers hope for an area that has not reaped its 
share of today's financial harvest. Her understanding of how to balance energy issues with 
crucial environmental protection seems sharper. Mrs. Clinton can guard against Supreme 
Court nominees who would compromise the constitutional right to abortion, while Mr. Lazio 
would be hobbled by party ideology and discipline.

In a move that should serve as an example to other campaigns around the country, Mrs. 
Clinton bucked the advice of old-line Democrats and agreed to a ban on soft money for this 
campaign. It was a bold and important step since the ban hurt her own campaign more than 
that of Mr. Lazio. Although she has come late to the cause of campaign reform, we believe 
that she would be a firm vote in support of the McCain-Feingold soft-money ban and that she 
would work tirelessly toward the long-term goal of full public financing of election campaigns.

Although we are endorsing Mrs. Clinton, we want to commend Mr. Lazio for his effort. He has 
refused to complain about getting a late start. Despite his moments of macho exuberance and 
his excessive persistence in trying to exploit the carpetbagger issue, he has so far resisted 
making this a low-road campaign. He has described himself as a Republican moderate who 
would fight to increase the power of his party's small, but important, centrist bloc in the 
Senate. On housing, banking laws and the environment, he has taken positions far friendlier to 
working people and the Northeastern region than those espoused by his party's Senate 
majority leader, Trent Lott.

We believe, however, that Mrs. Clinton is capable of growing beyond the ethical legacies of 
her Arkansas and White House years. She has shown a desire to carve out a political identity 
and create a legislative legacy separate from her husband's. Certainly, no one can doubt that 
she combines his policy commitments with a far greater level of self-control and a steadier 
work ethic.
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Finally, on the key issues of health care and education, Mrs. Clinton has the knowledge and 
the instincts to make a lasting impact on the Senate, on national policy and on the everyday 
lives of New Yorkers. We are placing our bet on her to rise above the mistakes and difficulties 
of her first eight years in Washington and to establish herself on Capitol Hill as a major voice 
for enlightened social policy and vibrant internationalism.
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Lazio leading
Rep. Rick Lazio has pulled 

ahead of Hillary Rodham Clinton 
in the latest polls while appar­
ently picking up no new support.

A New York Post/Albany Times 
Union survey of 504 likely voters 
conducted Wednesday and Thurs­
day by John Zogby’s independent 
polling firm found Mr. Lazio lead­
ing by one percentage point, 43 
percent to 42 percent.

“The remarkable thing about 
this is that Lazio did not go up — 
Hillary went down,” Mr. Zogby 
said.

“She was pulling ahead, but 
she's had a bad week or so. What 
we found was, first of all, Hillary 
dropping from 48 percent support 
to 42. Lazio’s not moving at all. 
But the six points that Hillary 
dropped all went into the unde­
cided column and were mainly 
among Jewish voters in New York 
City, where undecideds went 
from 5 percent to 17 percent.”

Mr. Zogby said the numbers in­
dicated that some “soft” Clinton 
supporters have moved into the 
undecided category, possibly be­
cause of Mr. Lazio’s intense cam­
paigning upstate in the last two 
weeks.

But the poll finding wasn’t all 
good news for Mr. Lazio.

“It suggests that he’s either not 
doing enough or not doing it right 
— that he’s essentially polling the 
anti-Hillary vote, and that’s about 
it,” Mr. Zogby said.

Across the state, the vote 
breaks down like this:

• New York City — Mrs. Clin­
ton, 60 percent; Mr. Lazio 28 per­
cent.

• Upstate — Mr. Lazio, 50; Mrs. 
Clinton, 32.

• Suburbs — Mr. Lazio, 46; 
Mrs. Clinton, 40.

• Jewish — Mrs. Clinton, 60; 
Mr. Lazio, 23.

The undecideds in all four 
above categories ranged from 14 
percent to 18 percent.
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Carpetbagger calling
Only recently did Rep. Rick 

Lazio start chasing the carpet 
Hillary Rodham Clinton rode to 
New York.

And it might be paying off for 
him.

Last week, the Republican sen­

atorial candidate put out two new 
television ads in which ordinary  
New Yorkers were asked to 
“name three things Hillary Clin­
ton has done for New York.”

The locals we saw couldn’t 
think of anything.

Now, in the days since the ad 
blitz began, Mrs. Clinton’s once- 
impressive poll numbers have 
started to drop. The latest Zogby 
poll, in fact, has the two candi­
dates virtually deadlocked.
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Clinton keeps eye on Mideast while stumping for wife

sir

' J1'

afford,” Mr. Clinton said.
“There are big differences here, 

in our economic approach to keep

Republican opponent as “illogi­
cal,” lost in “fuzzy thinking” and 
determined to “induce a case of 
political amnesia, so that none of 
us remember what it was like in 
1992,” before her husband became 
president.

For his part, Mr. Clinton said his 
. wife and the two top Democratic 
candidates are more willing than 
Republicans to work through dif-

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s cam­
paign against Republican Rep. 
Rick Lazio was “inevitably playing 
out against the background of the 
national election.” He said the two 
Senate candidates are highlighting 
the same differences that exist be­
tween the presidential candidates, 
Democrat Al Gore and Republican 
George W. Bush.

“We’re for better government, 
and for smaller government. Our 
candidates favor a tax cut we can

“Don’t you worry about Al Gore 
and Joe Lieberman and Hillary,” 
Mr. Clinton said. “We’re willing to 
work in a bipartisan fashion. We’re 
just not willing to be run over.”

Earlier the president joked, “My 
party has a new leader, my family 
has a new candidate, and I’m sort 
of the surrogate-in-chief.” He dis­
puted critics who say the first lady 
is unfamiliar with upstate New 
York’s economic pressures, saying

JI

“My party has a new 
leader, my family has 
a new candidate, and 
I'm sort of the 
surrogate-in-chiefr

—President Clinton

JOHNSON CITY, N.Y. (AP) —
President Clinton worked upstate
New York for votes for his wife and
contributions to her Senate cam­
paign yesterday, interspersing his
political duties with calls to the
Middle East because of the fragile
cease-fire there.

Mr. Clinton kept a rally here
waiting for several minutes as he
telephoned Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Barak, reiterating his desire
that both Israel and the Palestin­
ians adhere to the cease-fire
agreed upon last week.

Afterward, he visited the resort
town of Alexandria Bay, greeting a
crowd of several hundred in a hotel
disco overlooking a placid blue
lake. When someone yelled that
the fishing was good, he quickly
replied: “The fishing may be good,
but we’ve got to reel in some votes.”

The crowd was exuberant. They
chanted, “Hillary, Hillary,” and
Mrs. Clinton wasn’t even there.

But Hillary Rodham Clinton
was there later yesterday at a 
rather sedate rally in an audito­
rium at Hofstra University on
Long Island. She strode onstage
with her husband and daughter,
Chelsea, and extolled the tax cuts,
economic and social agendas of
“the Clinton-Gore-Lieberman-
Clinton team.”

“That is the winning team. We
know there is work still to be done,”
Mrs. Clinton said. She tore into her ferences with their political rivals.

the prosperity going, in our social 
approaches, whether it’s on educa­
tion or health care or the environ­
ment, or crime,” the president con­
tinued.

Mr. Lazio, attending an event 
yesterday outside an Italian- 
American community center, took 
the president to task for cam­
paigning across the state for his 
wife.

“The Middle East burns and the 
president is flying around at tax­
payer expense to campaign, as 
does Mrs. Clinton. ... I wish the 
president would spend a little 
more time signing bills to end the , 
marriage penalty, to eliminate the 
death tax, to make sure we deliver 
for New York,” Mr. Lazio said.

When Mr. Clinton’s plane landed 
in nearby Binghamton, he was 
greeted with a smattering of ap­
plause from a few local officials. 
He chatted with them for several 
minutes, then returned to Air 
Force One to place a call to Mr. 
Barak, but couldn’t get through.

Mr. Clinton finally reached Mr. 
Barak from Johnson City, his next 
stop on the campaign trip.

Yesterday’s total take was nearly 
$530,000, with more money to 
come from events through next 
week. In all, the president was 
raising more than $700,000 for ei­
ther Mrs. Clinton’s campaign or 
New York Senate 2000.
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“she understands” because of her 
advocacy work in rural areas when 
he was governor of Arkansas.

He said the same holds true with 
the vice president. “Al Gore grew 
up in Carthage, Tenn., as well as 
Washington, D.C.,” Mr. Clinton 
said.

As he did at an earlier rally in 
" Johnson City, the president said

U.S. Senate candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton talks to the Rev. David K.
Brawley yesterday at Brooklyn’s St. Paul Community Baptist Church.
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The exchange took place 
s President Clinton went
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Democratic Committee,'while raising money for his wife’s Senate campaign yesterday in Johnson City.
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By Gregg Birnbaum in 
Rochester, Kenneth Lovett 

in Johnson City, N.Y., 
and Robert Hardt Jr. and 

Maggie Haberman in 
New York
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Trade blows over 
her failed ’94 plan

Clinton told the congrega­
tion, “Today, I read in a 
newspaper that, my oppo­
nent is r'----:1
me on
here I am.

“He wants to talk about 
what went wrong in 1994. 
Well, that’s fine. I’m going 
to talk about what we can 
do right in the year 2000.” 

“My opponent still has 
not told the voters of New 
York what he would do to 
address the nroblems of

PUMPED-UP PREZ: President Clinton appears with Margaret Coffey, chairwoman of the Broome County
Reuters

as____ ,____________ ____
to four New York state 
fund-raisers as part of a 
“Bubba blitz” aimed at 
boosting his wife’s cam­
paign coffers.

At St. Paul Community 
Baptist Church in Brook­
lyn’s East New York, Mrs.
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A health-care battle broke out on the Senate campaign 
trail yesterday, as Hillary Rodham Clinton traded bitter 
barbs with GOP rival Rick Lazio over the first lady’s 
doomed 1994 initiative.

The first lady blasted Lazio from the pulpit at two 
black churches, saying she’s ready for a fight over her 
failed health-care-reform bid.

The Post reported yesterday that Lazio’s campaign will 
start blanketing upstate
radio airwaves today with
ads highlighting the plan,
which some believe is the •
first lady’s weakest politi­
cal link.

Campaigning upstate,
Lazio told reporters at a
stop in Rochester that 
“New Yorkers are not
going to allow her to run
away from”
which would
“crushed” the
health-care system.
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gressman also slammed 
Mrs. Clinton for claiming

gressional record, saying 
he supported doubling fed-

tion to facilitate coverage 
for uninsured people who

-

fund-raising receptic 
headlined by Elton John.
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eral funding for health re­
search, and cast votes in 
favor of a prescription­
drug benefit and legisla-

The total raised yester­
day was expected to be 
around $500,000..

> A;

4GS OWN PRAISES: Hillary Clinton, with the Rev. David K. Brawley, told the congregation at St. Paul Community Baptist Church in Brooklyn 
erday: “My opponent... wants to talk about what went wrong in 1994 ... I’m going to talk about what we can do right in the year 2000.”
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His final stop was with 
his wife at a Big Apple 

1 ' ’ ~ reception
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have jobs.
The president stumped 

for his wife before a crowd 
of 1,500 supporters in 
Johnson City, just outside 
Binghamton. He later at­
tended fund-raisers in 
Alexandria Bay and at 
Long Island’s Hofstra Uni­
versity.
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he has no health plan. She 
has revealed a number of 
health-care proposals; 
Lazio hasn’t.

Lazio pointed to his con-
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health care in our state. 
He has no health-care 
agenda. He just has an 
agenda of attacks and in­
sults.” •

Mrs. Clinton repeated 
the remarks at the Green 

• Baptist Church in Mount 
Vernon.

Lazio shot back, “Good. 
Let’s talk about the fact 
that even the Democrats 
— people in her own 
party, people like Chuck 
Schumer, people like 
Mario Cuomo — said that 
her plan was an absolute 
disaster for New York. It 
would have destroyed 
75,000 jobs.”

The Long Island con-
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Buffalo, Often Butt of Jokes, Is Serious Senate Battleground

political attention.

And Mr. Lazio is suddenly invok­
ing his Italian heritage — telling 
stories about his grandmother 
Rose’s journey here decades ago — 
at stop after stop, not just here but 
also in other Italian enclaves.

Both camps say that by Election 
Day they will have visited Erie Coun­
ty more than two dozen times since 
May, when they received their par­
ties’ nominations.

Both campaigns have saturated 
the airwaves here with commercials 
— a recent Lazio ad included people 
wearing Buffalo Bills caps — and say 
their internal polling shows they are 
running strongly here.

An independent poll of 400 likely 
voters in Erie and Niagara Counties, 
conducted by Goldhaber Research 
Associates, suggested that Mrs. Clin­
ton was leading 50 to 36 percent, with 
13 percent undecided. The poll, con­

direct mail pieces that address that. 
We need to build on that.”

Asked if Mr. Lazio still had time to 
persuade people of his concern for 
the economy, Mr. Davis replied, “We 
don’t have a choice, do we?”

Such sentiments arose the other 
night at a bar Mr. Lazio visited to 
watch the first game of the World 
Series. “Property taxes have to be 
lower so small businesses can come 
in here,” said David W. Gacioch, 34, 
an independent who owns a property 
management company and is sup­
porting Mr. Lazio.

Others had chosen their candidate 
based on other issues, though the 
fluid nature of their party affiliation 
was evident. John Maney, 60, who 
worked as a police officer and cor­
rection officer in New York City be­
fore retiring, said he considered him­
self an “independent” registered 
Democrat. He had intended to vote 
for Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani, 
whose place Mr. Lazio took when the 
mayor dropped out for cancer treat­
ment. Now, he favors Mrs. Clinton.

“I would’ve preferred Giuliani,” 
he said. “I liked what he did in New 
York City. No one really knows La­
zio, he’s from the wrong end of the 
state for me now.”

ducted Oct. 17 to 19 and released on 
Friday, had a margin of sampling 
error of 4.9 percentage points.

Some high-profile victories in re­
cent years have cheered Republi­
cans and, Mr. Goldhaber said, but­
tressed the theory that “people here 
don’t vote party line, they vote eco­
nomic issues.”

Republicans in the last decade 
have taken control of three promi­
nent countywide offices — county 
executive, comptroller and sheriff — 
although Democrats have main­
tained a majority in the 17-seat Coun­
ty Legislature since 1982.

Mrs. Clinton has seized on the 
economy as an issue here, unveiling 
a plan in February aimed at bringing 
relief to the area, and knocking Mr. 
Lazio at every turn for his more 
optimistic outlook on things.

The Erie County Republican chair­
man, Robert E. Davis, who helps to 
coordinate Mr. Lazio’s campaigning 
in Erie County, said: “The issue has 
been so spun by the Clinton folks that 
we need to be a little bit more ag­
gressive on these things. Lazio has 
had to spend more time defining 
what his plan is. Frankly, it’s similar 
to 1994. It’s not (brain surgery here. 
Cut taxes and create jobs. We have 

By RANDAL C. ARCHIBOLD

BUFFALO, Oct. 22 - The Queen 
City is finally being treated like one, 
at least until Nov. 7.

The jokes — about snow in June, 
the struggling Buffalo Bills, dat ac­
cent — have been put in a lockbox. 
New York’s candidates for the Unit­
ed States Senate have lavished atten­
tion and resources on this city and its 
suburbs, mindful of recent statewide 
campaigns that have established 
Buffalo and surrounding Erie County 
as an electoral touchsfohe.

Political analysts say that it would 
be very difficult for a Democrat to 
win statewide office without winning 
Erie, to compensate for the bedrock 
support Republicans can count on in 
the rest of upstate. So both candi­
dates are trying to capitalize on the 
shifting, unpredictable political dy­
namics here, a classic bellwether 
“swing” area that, were it not for 
New York City, would be the domi­
nant region of the state.

Although Democrats hold a 
132,000-person margin over Republi­
cans in voter registration, the county 
has a sizable number of what were 
once called Reagan Democrats, 
working-class Catholics of Polish, 
Irish and Italian ancestry without a 

A ‘swing’ region 
receives lavish 
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firm allegiance to either party.
Ed Kolenko is a registered Demo­

crat who twice voted for Gov. George 
E. Pataki and is now leaning toward 
Hillary Rodham Clinton. “I trust 
what Hillary’s saying more than La­
zio,” he said.

Peter Marini, a Democrat who has 
voted for Mr. Pataki, President Clin­
ton, former Senator Bob Dole and 
last year, for Charles E. Schumer, a 
Democrat, for senator, said he now 
leaned'to Representative Rick A. La­
zio. “I’m tired of the Clintons,” he 
said. “Hillary is smart and I may go 
with her, but there is something 
about, Lazio and new blood that I 
like.”

With a laugh, he added, “And Lazio 
is Italian like me.”

He was only half joking. Ethnic 
politics do play a big role here.

With that in mind, Mrs. Clinton 
brought a Democratic Irish stalwart, 
Senator Edward M. Kennedy, to a 
rally here the other night. “The Ken- 
nedys are gods up here in the Irish 
community,” said Gerald M. Gold­
haber, a professor at the State Uni­
versity at Buffalo who has conducted 
polling for Democratic and Republi­
can candidates and is the president 
of Goldhaber Research Associates.
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Clintons Campaign Together in New York
President Draws Crowds and Money for First Lady’s Senate Race
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associated with bringing a sitting 
president to town to campaign for 
any candidate. Rather, it marked a 
considered escalation in Mrs. Clin­
ton’s campaign-ending strategy of 
trying to cast the contest in sharp 
party terms, and to deal with what 
has been one of her persistent prob­
lems: How to assure that Demo­
crats, who make up a majority of 
voters in New York, vote for the 
Democratic candidate for Senate.

And by intention or not, Mr. Clin­
ton’s rollicking and emotional intro­
duction of his wife tonight seemed to 
energize even Mrs. Clinton, who dis­
carded her usually placid campaign 

the president has done on his wife’s 
behalf since she entered the Senate 
race a year and a half ago. Mr. 
Clinton appeared at four fund-raising 
events across New York today; Mrs. 
Clinton joined him at two of them: 
here at Hofstra University and later 
tonight at a fund-raiser in Manhattan 
that featured Elton John, the singer. 
He also appeared upstate in Johnson 
City, N.Y., with Representative Mau­
rice D. Hinchey, a Democrat of Ul­
ster County. Mrs. Clinton’s aides said 
that the events raised about $530,000 
for her campaign.

That said, the trip by Mr. Clinton 
today was not that much about rais­
ing money for his wife’s campaign, 
particularly given the expense that is

By ABBY GOODNOUGH 
and ADAM NAGOURNEY

HEMPSTEAD, N.Y. Oct. 22 — 
President Clinton flew into New 
York today to lend his assistance to 
the Senate campaign of Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton — and the presidential 
campaign of Al Gore — traveling 
from one end of the state to the other 
as he denounced Republicans and 
declared that his wife and the vice 
president would assure the continu­
ance of his policies once he leaves 
office in January.

"You will never know, because I 
don’t have the words to say, how 
hard she has worked, because I don’t 
have the. words to say,” Mr. Clinton, 
his voice hushed and trembling, said 
at a $50-per-person Democratic rally 
at Hofstra University tonight, his 
voice hushed and trembling. “This is 
the first time in 26 years that they’re 
having en election and I’m not on the 
ballot. But I care more about this 
election than any one I’ve been in­
volved in.”

“I have never known anybody else 
in public life who had the combina­
tion of brains and heart and caring 
and tenacity and ability to imagine 
solutions and get people together and 
get things done than Hillary has,” 
Mr. Clinton said, his hand thrust in 
his pocket and speaking over rolling 
rounds of applause. “She will be a 
worthy successor to Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan and Robert F. Kennedy.”

At that, the crowd — which had 
interrupted Mr. Clinton’s remarks 
with shouts of “four more years” — 
rose to its feet. Mr. Clinton turned 
and tightly hugged his wife, as the 
first couple’s daughter, Chelsea, ap­
plauded from a seat behind them on 
the stage.

Mr. Clinton’s appearance here to­
night came on what was by far the 
most active day of campaigning that 
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James Estrin/The New York Times 

The Rev. Johnny Ray Youngblood helped Hillary Rodham Clinton from the pulpit after she addressed his 
congregation yesterday at St. Paul Community Baptist Church in Brooklyn.

speaking style and offered a series of 
sharp and mocking attacks on her 
opponent, Representative Rick A. 
Lazio.

“My opponent goes around saying, 
‘Eight years is enough,’ ” Mrs. Clin­
ton said. “The first time I-heard it, I 
thought, maybe I misheard. Eight 
years of a great economy? Eight 
years of declining crime rates?

“Where is he living and who is he 
representing?” she asked. “The oth­
er team is kind of banking on that 
sort of — to coin a phase — fuzzy 
thinking. They want to induce a case 
of political amnesia so none of us can 
remember what it was like in 1992.”

Mr. Lazio’s senior campaign ad­
viser, Mike Murphy, said he did not 
believe that Mr. Clinton’s visit to 
New York would help the first lady at 
all, and that it would instead re­
inforce what he described as the 
impression among many New York­
ers that the president was “trying to 
shove his wife down their throats.”

Mr. Murphy also attacked the 
presidential visit as “a million-dollar 
gift from the government,” question­
ing why federal taxpayers should be 
paying for Mr. Clinton’s visit to help 
out his wife, and why local New York 
taxpayers should be paying for the 
security costs associated with a 
White House visit.

“They are dragging the president 
and his imperial staff all over up­
state New York, blatantly campaign­
ing for hiS wife,” Mr. Murphy said. 
“We’re talking about the million-dol­
lar tab.”

The White House press secretary, 
Jake Siewert, said that Mrs. Clin­
ton’s campaign was reimbursing the 
federal government for President 
Clinton’s trip, using the standard re­
imbursement formula that is used 
when Mr. Clinton makes a political 
trip. “There’s nothing official on this 
trip, so it’s actually 100 percent paid 
for by the campaign,” Mr. Siewert 
said.

Criticism for
Republicans and 

praise for a wife and 

the vice president.
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IE PRESIDENT

Clinton, Sounding Like a Candidate, Rebuts Bush’s Attacks
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we tried it their way for 12 ye 
before. Our way works better tl

P

tion.”
Referring to another of Mr. Bush’s 

favorite campaign themes, Mr. Clin­
ton said the presidential election was 
not about “whether the Democrats 
should be rejected because of the 
partisanship in Washington.”

He tried to cast doubt on Mr. 
Bush’s claim that he is the only pres­
idential candidate who could work 
well with both major parties, point-
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Gore and his running mate, Senator 
Joseph I. Lieberman of Connecticut, 
could be selling those proposals bet­
ter.

“I’ve read very carefully, obvious­
ly, what the vice president and Sena­
tor Lieberman have said,” Mr. Clin­
ton told a crowd of 1,000 in this 
hamlet near the Canadian border, at 
a rally that raised about $40,000 for 
Mrs. Clinton’s campaign. “But I’ve 
carefully studied what their adver­
saries have said, their opponents. I 
listened very carefully to all the de­
bates. And what I want you to know 
is that I’m kind of concerned when I 
read in the press that people can’t 
quite understand what the differ­
ences are and maybe they’re not 
clear.”

At another rally for Mrs. Clinton in 
•Johnson City, in New York’s South­
ern Tier, the president challenged 
Mr. Bush’s frequent claim that a 
vote for Mr. Gore would be a vote for 
the status quo.

“The issue is not whether we’re 
going to change but how we’re going

Agence France-Pr

President Clinton, speaking yesterday at a fund-raiser for Hillary Rodham Clinton, in Alexandria Bay, N

health care, in the future of the co 
try.”

“Do you want to keep the prosp 
ty going and extend it to people ; 
places left behind?” Mr. Clinton s; 

campaign, the president scoffed at “We tried it our way for eight yea 
Mr. Bush’s contention that Mr. Gore
wants to protect “big government.”
Mr. Clinton boasted that the federal their way. We need to keep chang 
government had 300,000 fewer work- in the right direction to keep 
ers than when he took office in 1993, prosperity going in America.”

to change,” Mr. Clinton said. “Are Clf flind-Y(11Se\
we going to build on the progress of r ocus or runu rUlbCi 

the last eight years or go back to a f racp
failed policy we already tried in the u

past? That is the issue in this elec- [q f/jQ

By ABBY GOODNOUGH

ALEXANDRIA BAY, N.Y., Oct. 22 
President Clinton plunged into the 
esidential race today, forcefully 
butting Gov. George W. Bush’s at- 
cks on his administration and giv- 
g an extensive listing of his accom- 
ishments in a fund-raising swing 
trough upstate New York.
It was almost as if he were cam- 
ligning for himself. And, though his 
marks today were full of praise for 
ice President Al Gore, the presi- 
mt hinted at an afternoon rally here 
tat Mr. Gore had not tried hard 
tough to emphasize the differences 
’tween his philosophies and Mr. 
ush’s. Mr. Clinton has privately 
lid as much to friends and aides, 
tmplaining that Mr. Gore was not 
'fectively arguing the Democrats’ 
ise.
Though the point of Mr. Clinton’s 
ip was to raise money for the Sen­
te campaign of his wife, Hillary 
odham Clinton, he devoted a good 
art ion of his speeches to defending 
is policies and urging that they be 
tntinued. At one stop, for example, 
e listed more than a dozen ways the 
ation had improved since he was 
lected, noting things like smaller 
elfare rolls, lower crime rates, 
leaner water and safer food.
Although he never mentioned the 

.epublican presidential candidate 
y name, Mr. Clinton referred to 
everal criticisms that Mr. Bush has 
lade throughout his campaign, es- 
ecially in recent debates with Mr. 
lore.
And he energetically praised Mr. 

lore’s proposals, despite the vice 
resident’s continuing efforts to dis- 
ance himself from Mr. Clinton. But 
Ir. Clinton also suggested that Mr. and that he had eliminated 16, 

pages of federal regulations. He s 
said that Mr. Bush’s tax cut propc 
was fiscally foolish, and that I 
Gore’s proposed tax cut was rigl 
smaller because “we’ve got to h; 

ing'to' several' of' his’ own 'initiatives some money to invest in educatior 

that received bipartisan support.
“The Democrats favor bipartisan­

ship and our record is that,” he said
to applause.

In yet another swipe at the Bush
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“Political Points,” a live 
broadcast on the World Wide 
Web, presents up-to-date video 
coverage of the campaign 
Monday through Friday at 
1:30 p.m„ Eastern time. The 
Webcast is a joint production 
of The Times and ABC News. 
It remains available all day at 
The New York Times on the 
Web:

www.nytlmes.com/polltlcs
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“role” in the firings, which were themselves legally 
permissible. On at least two occasions, including 
sworn testimony to the independent counsel in 1995, 
she denied playing such a role — a point made again 
this week by her lawyers, who said that while Mrs. 
Clinton had been concerned about financial impro­
prieties in the travel office, she did not “knowingly” 
intend to influence the decision to fire the seven 
employees. Mr. Ray, although conceding that he 
could not prove a criminal case against Mrs. Clin­
ton, clearly did not believe this account. He cited 
conversations and memorandums suggesting that 
the firings had occurred because White House aides 
understood that that was the outcome desired by a 
powerful and persistent first lady.

Mr. Ray has two tasks remaining. He must 
complete the final report on the Whitewater land 
deals, in which he has already found no grounds for 
bringing criminal charges against Mrs. Clinton or 
President Clinton. He has also said that once Mr. 
Clinton leaves office, he will decide whether to 
charge him with perjury or obstruction of justice in 
connection with testimony in the Paula Jones case 
and the grand jury investigation into the Lewinsky 
matter. Common sense and scholarly legal reflec­
tion should lead Mr. Ray to decide not to indict Mr. 
Clinton. That the president lied is clear, and that the 
matter was adequately dealt with through the im­
peachment process is equally clear. Prosecuting a 
former president for offenses that received full 
hearing and sufficient punishment in a Senate trial 
would set a bad precedent.
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The independent counsel Robert Ray has con­
cluded that Hillary Rodham Clinton was “factually 
false” in sworn testimony about her role in the 
firing of seven members of the White House travel 
staff in 1993. At the same time he has concluded that 
he cannot prove beyond a reasonable doubt in court 
that her statements were “knowingly false,” and 
therefore will not pursue criminal charges against 
her. Judging from the voluminous public record, 
Mr. Ray’s decision to drop the case is legally sound. 
Judging from the same record, his characterization 
of Mrs. Clinton’s account of her role in the matter 
also seems on the mark.

Except for new detail, the report adds little of 
substance to the preliminary findings Mr. Ray 
released in June. Our main quarrel with Mr. Ray 
involves timing — that is, the decision to release the 
report only three weeks before voters go to the polls 
to choose between Mrs. Clinton and Rick Lazio in a 
closely contested Senate race. Mr. Ray and his staff 
argue that three weeks is enough time for the public 
to digest and debate the report and that delivering it 
earlier would have been procedurally difficult. But 
as the decision not to prosecute was made months 
ago, they could and should have avoided dropping 
reports during the September-October campaign 
season. As a practical matter, however, the report is 
likely to have little direct impact, beyond feeding 
the unease of those who already have doubts about 
Mrs. Clinton.

As to Mrs. Clinton’s truthfulness, the underly­
ing issue is whether she had any “input” or played a 
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gWHELSEA CLINTON A re- 
W ally really nifty young lady. 
As the years, hairdressers and 
makeup experts have polished 
her mom, so has this daughter 
osmosed from teenhood to beau­
tyhood. Her coloring’s beautiful. 
In person, the newly shortened 
and well-streaked blond hair 
makes her even more stunning 
than the photos. Perfect skin. 
Rosy, flawless. Perfect makeup. 
The absolutely right red lipstick. 
Perfect figure. Perfect wardrobe. 
Perfect manners.

So, she, too, looking to be in 
politics?

“No,” she told me. “Or at least I 
don’t think so. It’s not my plan 
for right now. I do love traveling 
about with my mother, though. 
Later today we’re on our way up­
state. And I’m enjoying all this 
very much. It’s fun. It’s special. 
Meeting new people, seeing dif­
ferent places and learning new 
things is an exciting experience.

“But what I believe I will de­
vote my career to is some kind of 
public service.”

Chelsea Clinton. The heart of a 
social worker, the face of a glam­
our girl.

AP

CHELSEA CLINTON
Good breeding shows.

a fine yoHngla^
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Clinton, it seemed, had been the beneficiary of allocated trading - a friendly broker allots the profits to 
you and the losses to someone else - but nothing in Clinton's conduct was ever proved to be illegal.

And that's why Clinton would make a better senator than Rick Lazio. It's not that she's smoother - 
effective senators such as Al D'Amato couldn't have had rougher edges. It's that she's smarter, by a lot.

I thought of that time yesterday as Clinton-the-Senate-candidate visited the Daily News. As usual, the 
First Lady was fluent and impressive across a range of issues, but also maddening in her evasiveness 
when she perceived that candor wouldn't serve her political interests.

A straight-shooter like the man she wants to replace, Sen. Daniel Moynihan, would have answered 
squarely, but Clinton didn't. In fact, she wouldn't touch the issue at all, adding that "as a senator, I'd 
have nothing to do with" the question of reinstating the tax.

There were other moments like that one - Clinton's tortured refusal to provide further information about 
overnight guests at the White House who contributed to her campaign comes to mind - but mostly, she 
dazzled by sheer force of intellect.

BODY:
My relations with Hillary Rodham Clinton have been "formal and correct" - to borrow some 
diplo-speak - ever since I labeled her "Slippery Hillary" after we learned she'd made a killing in the 
commodities market.

Clinton was eloquent about the need for U.S. leadership around the world - and the need for political 
leaders to provide that leadership - but on touchy subjects, the would-be leader punted.

One small example makes the point: Clinton was asked her view of the commuter tax repealed by the 
state Legislature last year. That tax, which provided significant revenue to the city, targeted those who 
live in the suburbs but work in New York. Would Clinton seek to restore the tax?

When she spoke at length about the Middle East peace process - insisting, alas, that her comments 
remain off the record - she was more cogent than any of the many administration experts I've heard on 
the subject.

She defended her commodities trades in a long gabfest with reporters - known forevermore as the "pink 
dress press conference" after what she wore that day. Throughout two hours of intense questioning, the 
First Lady paraded both her incredible intelligence and a stupefying ability to "forget" key information - 
a combination that drove the media to distraction but got her off the hook.

Copyright 2000 Daily News, L.P.
Daily News (New York)

No one expected her to elaborate on the recent finding by a special prosecutor that she had given 
"factually false" testimony about her role in firing seven longtime employees of the White House travel 
office - and she didn't. Many questions about that incident linger, but Clinton wouldn't go there. 
"Rehashing all that," she said, wouldn't be useful - and that much was right: It wouldn't have been useful 
to her.
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If Lazio were the boy scout he pretends to be, I might make a different call. Morality matters, or at least 
it should. But Lazio, like Clinton, is an ethically challenged comer-cutter. So we're left with 
distinguishing between them on other bases.
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General News;Hillary w/3 Clinton and Kramer

Issue positions could be the defining point, but after many months of campaigning, it seems clear that 
Lazio is simply a bromide man, a mouther of sweet-sounding proposals he seems to truly understand not 
at all.

An infamous U.S. senator from the Midwest, identified as one of the dumbest people ever to serve in 
Washington, defended himself by saying that the mediocre deserve representation too. He was right; 
they do. But not by someone equally mediocre - which despite her many faults, Hillary Clinton is 
decidedly not.

GRAPHIC: PAT CARROLL DAILY NEWS ON THE FIRING LINE "I'm not running on the fact that 
I'm married to the President," says First Lady at The News.
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you convince your husband?” many in 
the crowd yelled at her, though they 
got no more answer than Mr. Murdock.

Of course, Mrs. Clinton has made a 
career of ducking tough questions. In 
all her years as First Lady, she has 
held one press conference, appearing­
in her now-famous pink suit to explain 
her astonishing $100,000 profit in the 
commodities market. No one ever told 
her about her margin calls, the Yale 
lawyer said.

The full report on the Travel Office 
affair came out Wednesday. Indepen­
dentcounsel Ray focused on Mrs. Clin­
ton’s sworn deposition denying “any in­
put” on the decision to fire the Travel 
Office staff with either White House 
Chief of Staff Thomas (“Mack”) 
McLarty or White House administra­
tion chief David Watkins.

Mr. Watkins, in a memo confirmed 
by his grand jury testimony, said that 
she told him, “We need our people in 
there.” He added that there would be 
"hell to pay” if “we failed to take swift 
and decisive action in conformity with 
the first lady’s wishes.” Mr. McLarty 

told the grand jury that Mrs. Clinton 
also told him that Travel Office

"That question doesn’t even deserve 
a response. I’ve said all I have to say 
about that.”

-Hillary Clinton, asked if she 
advised her husband and other U.S. of­
ficials on whether to veto or abstain on 
the recent anti-Israeli resolution at the 
United Nations.

“/ said I teas glad that it teas over af­
ter all these years, millions of dollars, 
and I really have nothing io add to 
'that.”

L staffing needed to be “carefully 

reviewed and probably 
changed.”

Mr. Ray concluded that 
"as a matter of historical 
fact, Mrs. Clinton's in- 
put into the process was 

a significant-if not the 
significant-factor influencing 

the pace of events in the Travel 
Office firings and the ultimate 
decision to fire the employees.” 

Mr. Ray decided not to seek a criminal 
indictment, however, since “there is in­
sufficient evidence to prove beyond a 
reasonable doubt that Mrs. Clinton’s 
statements to this Office or to Congress 
were knowingly false.”

Her lawyer David Kendall issued a 
statement attacking Mr. Ray as “parti­
san” and saying Mrs. Clinton had no 
"decision-making role” in the firings. 
It all "boils down to a semantic quib­
ble,” he said-that is, what the mean­
ing of “is” is.

Former Travel Office head Billy R. 
Dale, who was promptly acquitted 
when the Reno Justice Department 
charged him with embezzlement, had 
a different take. “Everyone, especially 
Robert Ray, knows Hillary Clinton lied 
under oath about her role in firing me 
and my colleagues," he said. “It is dis­
appointing that the Office of Indepen­
dent Counsel, which is charged with en­
forcing the law, would not prosecute 
her simply because of a fear of what a 
Washington, D.C., jury might do.”

With less than three weeks until 
Election Day, Mrs. Clinton has dodged 
the hard questions well enough that 
she's near the magic 50% mark in some 
polls, though more than 15% behind Al 
Gore in the state. But she’s not had a 
good week; it seems that New Yorkers 
are recovering their legendary tough­
ness and getting fed up with stonewall­
ing about Israel, commodity trades, 
the Travel Office and now the World Se­
ries. As Yankee philosopher Yogi Berra 
said, “It ain’t over till it's over.”

Hi

I BE

-Hillary Clinton, in response 
to the release of the report by Indepen­
dent Counsel Robert Ray concluding 
that her sworn answers on the firing of 
White House Travel Office employees 
were “factually false."

"We’re trying as hard as ice can to 
figure out ichat ice can do because I’d 
love to be able to go to at least one 
game.”

-Hillary Clinton, on the sub­
way World Series.

Mrs. Clinton has been campaigning 
imperiously up and down New York 
state, conducting carefully staged af­
fairs but avoiding press confer­

ences and sending underlings 
to answer for her on countless 
shows from "Meet the Press” 
to WABC radio. In her first de­
bate with Rick Lazio, her 
partisans complain that 
he "invaded her per- 
sonal space.” She ven- 1 
tured out for an on-the- 
record meeting at the
Council on Foreign Rela

journalist, Deroy Murdock. APPhoto/Susa"Walsh 

.She flatly refused to answer his U.N. 
veto question, one much on the minds 
of the New York Jewish community.

With the Yankees and Mets in the 
World Series, the issue now is whether 
she will deign to show her face. “I know 
there are some days that are abso­
lutely impossible," she told the Associ­
ated Press. She can’t come to the 
opener Saturday because she has a 

’Tund-raising event in Washington. She 

can't come to Game 2 in Yankee Sta­
dium because she's attending a fund- 

. raising concert for her by Elton John.
• For Game 4 on Wednesday, she’s sched­
uled to attend a birthday fund-raiser 
for herself in the Roseland Ballroom.

, Game 3 might run into another fund­
raiser, but our guess is that in the end 
her campaign will figure out some care­
fully protected way for her to show. As

• close Clinton-watchers, we suspect 
that her curious reticence has an en­
tirely concrete basis. To wit: No few 
fans resent her invasion of their per­

sonal space, and especially her latter- 
day embrace of the Yankees. It 
wouldn’t do much good for her politi- 
cally or personally to come before a 
massive television audience at Yankee 
Stadium and meet with a Bronx Cheer.

She was after all roundly booed at a 
rally of Jewish Americans last week 
when she stated she had opposed the 
U.N. resolution condemning Israel on 
which the U.S. had abstained rather 
than cast its veto. "Then why couldn't :
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Rick Lazio has tied up the Sen­
ate race with Hillary Rodham
Clinton — gaining crucial 
ground with voters upstate, 
where he’s focused his attention
over the last two weeks, a new
Post poll shows.

In fact, the statewide poll 
shows Lazio leading Clinton, 43 
percent to 42 percent. With a 
margin of error of plus or minus
4.5 points, the race is dead­
locked, pollster John Zogby said.

The poll shows Lazio gaining 
critical ground with voters up­
state — a Republican stronghold
where Clinton had made in- doing enough or not doing it 

right — that he’s essentially 
polling the anti-Hillary vote, and 
that’s about it,” he said.

The poll, taken Wednesday and 
yesterday among 504 likely vot­
ers, also showed Clinton’s New 
York City numbers slipping to 
60 percent, while Lazio has 28 
percent.

In the suburbs, Lazio edges 
Clinton out, 46 percent to 40 per­
cent.

Meanwhile, both candidates 
campaigned around New York 
City yesterday.

Clinton picked up an endorse­
ment from a senior citizens advo­
cacy group, and later joined pres­
idential candidate Al Gore and 
running mate Joe Lieberman at 
a labor rally in Manhattan.

Gore last night rejected any at-

FLOWERY PRAISE: Hillary Clinton accepts a bouquet in New York 
yesterday from a senior center representative. n.y. Post: Don Haiasy
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tempts by state Republicans to 
have New Yorkers vote “Gore/ 
Lazio.”

“There is only one candidate 
for the United States Senate 
who is part of the Gore-Lieber­
man team, and that’s Hillary 
Clinton,” he said at the rally.

Both Senate candidates, along 
with Gore and Bush, last night 
attended the annual Alfred E. 
Smith dinner, a Catholic chari­
ties fund-raiser.

Two days after Clinton deliv­
ered a speech on foreign policy,

roads in recent weeks — and 
now leads his Democratic rival 
by 18 points, 50 percent to 32 
percent.

A Sept. 9 Post poll showed 
Lazio leading upstate by just 7 
points, 49 percent to 43 percent.

But the most surprising results 
show the pool of undecided vot­
ers swelling with people who had 
said before that they supported 
Clinton.

“The remarkable thing about 
this is that Lazio did not go up 
— Hillary went down,” Zogby 
said.
>;-The number of undecided Jew­
ish voters has grown to 17 per­
cent, Zogby said, though Clinton 
still leads that voting block, with 
60 points to 23 points.

'IO,

::

Zogby attributed Clinton’s 
overall drop to more “effective” 
campaigning by Lazio — includ­
ing TV ads raising her “carpet­
bagger” status — and controver­
sies surrounding her positions on 
the Middle East.

“She’s been taking a bit of a 
pounding in the Jewish commu­
nity,” Zogby said.

Lazio also may have gotten a 
bump from GOP presidential 
hopeful George W. Bush, who’s 
closed the gap in New York with 
rival Al Gore to just 12 points.

But he noted that Lazio’s over­
all numbers have stayed virtu­
ally unchanged since he entered 
the race in late May — even 
after a weeks-long, “positive” ad­
vertising blitz.

“It suggests that he’s either not

mi' I
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Lazio moved to show he’s also ,up 
to speed on world affairs — pick­
ing up an endorsement from for­
mer Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger. /

“My interest is constructive for­
eign policy,” Kissinger said dur­
ing a news conference with 
Lazio, after the two met pri­
vately for a half hour to talk 
about world affairs.

“I would like to see a Republi­
can in the Senate,” added Kissin­
ger, who has been supportive of 
GOP causes and candidates in
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The mayor brushed past L 
zio’s press conference at Ci 
Hall the other day without ; 
much as a hello, and was a n 
show in Borough Park, Broo 
lyn, on Wednesday night, wh< 
he was expected to campai^ 
with the GOP Senate hopeful.

Lazio explained Rudy’s a 
sence to hundreds of Hasidii 
who were gathered inside a su 
kah for the harvest holiday
Sukkot, saying that he had sp 
ken to the mayor earlier ar 
that Giuliani “was not feelir 
well.”

That comes just after Giulia: 
and Lazio unexpectedly bumpt 
into each other in the tunne 
under Shea Stadium during or 
of the Mets’ league-champio 
ship games. The two spoke on 
briefly and appeared cordial, bi 
they never ended up sitting t

See CAMPAIGN BUZZ on Page l
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Lazio took in one $1,000 con­
tribution last month that he 
probably wished he hadn’t.

Developer Thomas Kontogian­
nis cut his $1,000 check to Lazio 
on Sept. 7 — just weeks before 
The Post and other newspapers 
reported that he’s being probed 
by the Queens district attorney’s 
office.

A Queens grand jury is hear­
ing evidence to determine 
whether a former schools super­
intendent steered three con­
tracts to Kontogiannis’ associ­
ates in exchange for thousands 
of dollars in gifts and payoffs 
made through a series of real-es­
tate deals.

Kontogiannis has previously 
run afoul of the law.

He and an official at the U.S. 
Embassy in Athens were ar-

21
■_
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Lazio has finally uttered the 
dreaded “V” word — voucher.

Stumping for votes in Borough 
Park — where school vouchers 
are one of the top concerns be­
cause many Jewish parents send 
their kids to religious schools — 
Lazio twice proclaimed his sup­
port for vouchers.

“We set aside $5 billion for our 
parental-choice program, which 
would be a voucher program,” 
Lazio said in the home of the 
rabbi who leads the Syrian Jew­
ish community.

Lazio has previously been 
loath to say the word “voucher,” 
because consultants warn it has 
negative connotations. Lazio in­
stead calls his school-voucher 
plan “opportunity scholarships.”

rested by the FBI for taking 
bribes to provide phony U.S. 
visas. Both pleaded guilty, and 
Kontogiannis was sentenced to 
five years’ probation.
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Rick Lazio and Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton have tentatively 
agreed to an Oct. 27 showdown 
on WNBC-TV/Channel 4, Cam­
paign Buzz has learned.

Both campaigns have been pri­
vately wrangling for weeks over 
a date for the third debate, to be 
hosted by Gabe Pressman, dean 
of the city political press corps.

The Subway Series further 
complicated negotiations — with

> \ I
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What’s going on with Mayor
Giuliani and Lazio?

A,’.

P

Candidates settle on Oct. 27 debate dati

w

tential Game 5 and Game 6.
“It’s safe to say that viewer­

ship would be almost nonexist­
ent if we were going against 
baseball,” said one campaign in­
sider.

While neither campaign has 
been publicly pressing for a 
third debate, aides to both can­
didates said they didn’t want to 
be perceived as chickening out 
or insulting Pressman.

The hourlong debate is set to 
be taped in the afternoon and 
broadcast at 7 p.m.
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<d| Hillary, what’s
thing yon’iie going to do the 

first day after the election?

i

Cindy Adams

“WelT,” she smiled, "IfX win I’m 
going to .Anake a whistle-stop 
tour alL'around the state. I’m 
going to say thanks to all my 
supporters. I’m going to say 
thanks to everyone who worked 
hard to explain me, to defend 
me, to argue for me and to apolo­
gize for me.”

Since it feels like they’ve been 
campaigning 12 years straight, 
one of her war-weary soldiers 
sighed: “And the next day well 
sleep. And the day after that, 
sleep. And the day, week and 
month after that — sleep!”

.i.



Bad news for Hill: Cops can vote, too
XiaRPHE hood had shot eight bul- 

■ lets at Sgt. Mike Mulcahy

age, cousins, nephews, nieces. 
Who do you think they will vote

together with Tony 
isident of the Lieu-

Campa
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tragic, accidental death of Ama­
dou Diallo a murder in the 
weeks before Mike’s colleague 
Sgt. Sean Carroll and three 
other officers were cleared of 
any wrongdoing.

have to worry about another 
mutt fowling society.

“Politicians don’t know about 
those moments. They hear 
about them, but never experi­
ence them. No cop likes to draw 
his gun, but it hurts when you 
get attacked for doing your job,” 
said Mike, who has 110 decora­
tions.

“She just plays to the press 
and politics.”

He was talking about Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, who was pre­
sumptive enough to call the

H i .u 
O a 
X l JI 
n, n 

Q
and his partner, and he could 
have got lucky with a ninth and 
splashed both their brains 
across 157th Street.

Mike, working out of the 33rd 
Precinct in Washington 
Heights on that hot July night 
in 1998, felt the bullets whis­
tling past him, but managed to 
act as cool as a November 
breeze..

His gun barked — so human­
ity and the court system didn’t

for?” he was saying.
“They [the Clintons] are just 

not law-enforcement people — 
and they don’t deserve our 
vote.”

Gathered at the Castle Rock 
were hundreds of sergeants 
headed by Sergeants Benevo­
lent Association President Ber­
nie Pound, together with Tony 
Garvey, president of the Lieu­
tenants Benevolent Association 
and John Driscoll, president of 
the Captains Endowment Asso­
ciation.

They represent the guys and 
women who have busted their 
humps, busted their heads and 
brought crime to an all-time 
low. They represent the very 
people Hillary, to the great ap­
plause of the Rev. Al Sharpton, 
wants to have supervised.

She, hubby Bill and Janet 
Reno want to put a federal 
monitor over this country’s best

Even before Rick Lazio 
walked into the Castle Rock 
Restaurant in The Bronx, I 
knew who Mike was voting for.

Sgt. Freddie DeLuca, at 57, is 
the longest-serving sergeant in 
the NYPD, and he now works 
in the Terrorist Task Force at a 
time when this country has a. 
sense of the jitters.

“She [Hillary] called our guys 
murderers. I have a wife, two 
sons and a daughter of voting

police department to watch 
them.

“This stinks,” said Bernie 
Pound. “It has politics all over 
it.”

Then Rick Lazio came 
through the door, and the ap­
plause was so loud I thought 

- my ears would fall off.
“We don’t need some federal 

intervention, we don’t need fed­
eral monitors coming in,” said 
Lazio.

“There is not a group of peo­
ple I am more proud to stand 
with. It’s an unbelievable suc­
cess story how you men and 
women have lowered the crime 
rate.”

Pound told Lazio: ‘Wou are 
among friends here today to tell 
you we stand behind you and 
want you to be the next sena­
tor.”

With that endorsement, Lazio 
has picked up the Patrolmens 
Benevolent Association, the 
SBA, the LBA and the CEA — 
32,000 cops in this city.

Lazio didn’t get Sharpton’s 
endorsement, but Hillary did. 
Lazio is not wringing his 
hands.

Freddie DeLuca said: “Do you 
know how many votes 32,000 
cops translates into? Many of 
us have big families and lots of 
friends.”

And Yankee fans have a long 
memory, too.
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She's from Chicago.
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going to be rooting for the Yankees,” 
I says Hillary Rodham Clinton — and
I who’s to doubt it: The Quinnipiac poll
H says New Yorkers prefer the Bombers, 

47 percent to 34.
This is a margin wider than any the first 

lady has enjoyed in her own Fall Classic. 
Which explains the rooting.
But what

does “root­
mean,
Clin-

her honor.
Fund-raising. 
Hmmmm. A 

Subway Series 
hasn’t happened 
in 44
ary’s
happen every 44 
minutes.

If she’s a Yan­
kees fan, then I’m 
Miller Huggins. 
(Memo to Hill: He 
managed the 
Yanks from
1918-29 and has 
one of the four 
monuments in the 
park beyond the 
Stadium's center­

field fence, which you can get to from . .. 
Oh. forget it.)

It’s true. She just doesn't know New York. 
She for sure doesn’t know from a subway 

series.
How could she — being from Chicago and 

all, where nobody knows what’s it like to 
have the home teams playing each other in 
the World Series?

Lazio knows. He may not know how to 
make political hay from a Subway Series — 
but he knows what’s about to happen.

He’s even been to Shea this year — just 
the other night.

And when the fans recognized him, the 
rude things they said about Hillary — it 
was a chant, actually — can’t be printed 
here.

Then they cheered Rick.
Thing is, the fans see right through Hill.
Just like David Cone did a year ago, at 

the White House, when the Bombers came 
calling and the first lady famously plunked 
that Yankees’ cap on her noggin.

“I’ve never seen her at Yankee Stadium,” 
Cone said later.

And nobody ever will.
Because there are funds to be raised else­

where.
And because she doesn’t dare show her 

face.
(Just for the record: Go Yanks!)
E-mail: mcmanus@nypost.com
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ing” 
in
tonspeak?

It doesn’t 
seem to in­
clude a trip to the of ballyard.

Game One of the first Subway Series 
since 1956 will find the first lady not at 
161st Street and River Avenue — but in 
her favorite town, doing her favorite thing.

She’ll be in D.C. — where people routinely 
sell their souls (but not, anymore, to play 
outfield for the hapless Senators. They split 
in ’71).

She'll be fund-raising.
Will she have one eye on the tube? Only if 

there’s a silver tray on top, for the checks. 
How about Game Two, also in The Bronx? 
She’ll be in Manhattan, fund-raising — 

with a little help from Elton John. 
Tommy John, maybe. 
But Elton John?
Maybe he’ll write a song for her.
Come Game 3, Tuesday night at Shea, 

she’ll be 342 miles up the New York Thru- 
way, in Rochester.

Fund-raising.
For Game 4 — also in Queens — she’ll be 

back in Manhattan, at a birthday party in 

w
1
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Not a guy
' finally, regarding our item this 
week about Rep. Rick

kin Festivafin Ulster County, 
N Y only to be “horrified” to 
come face-to-face with a guy 
wearing a Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton mask, a certain woman 
writes:

“That guy that was in a Hillary 
mask ... was a female, through 
and through. Although my name 
may throw some, my appearance 
surely DOES NOT. Toni.”
• John McCaslin can be reached 
at 202/636-32S4 or by e-mail 
(mccaslfn twtmail.com).
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By John McCaslin
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r What impeachment?
Both parties duck discussion of 4CT',5F’-word
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Diane West is an editorial writer 
for The Washington Times.

Lazio was asked to explain how 
such generalities specifically 
apply to his opponent, he 
responded by not responding. “I 
think it’s important that I talk 
about myself . . . integrity in 
terms of my public service . . . 
role model for my two little girls 
... role model for other children 
... the dream of being able to rep­
resent the people of New York . . 
. ” Let’s just say this head-tucked,

knee-hugging answer doesn’t 
exactly give the lady who never 
heard of Travelgate the moral 
reason to reconsider her support

"^he most flummoxing fact 
of this election cycle, the 
one most likely to rate a 
line someday in “Ripley’s 

Believe It or Not,” is the all-pow­
erful, near-sacred taboo against 
mentioning the salient event of 
the Clinton years. (Hint: It begins 
with an “I.”)

While the two main candidates 
who aspire to the Oval Office buzz 
on about who will pass out more 
pills, they keep silent on impeach­
ment, that historic episode that 
divided America for the duration of 
a bloodless, though bitterly unciv­
il war. In a way, we won’t know that 
war’s outcome until Election Day.

But even then we’ll have to read 
between the lines. While a Gore 
victory gives credence to the Clin­
tonian record, and a Bush victory 
cleans house, the profound political 
and constitutional questions 
around impeachment remain 
undiscussed and unresolved. The 
self-censorship of this baffling 
blackout, adhered to by candidates 
and media alike, seems to reflect 
their vision of a society that may 
enthusiastically consume vast 
quantities of sex and violence, but

!
/

educated and politically interest­
ed Westchester County, N.Y., 
matron (and Hillary Clinton sup­
porter), knew nothing — nothing 
— about TYavelgate. Then there 
was the Los Angeles man, a col­
lege-educated professional, who 
had never before heard of Al 
Gore’s Buddhist Temple fund­
raiser. In other words, there are 
countless likely voters who sim­
ply don’t get the delicately vague 
allusions to honor or lawbreaking 
that are occasionally made on the 
hustings.

Take the stump speech of Rick 
Lazio, that nice young man run­
ning for Senate against Mrs. Clin­
ton in New York. Mr. Lazio will at 
times state, yes, elliptically, that 
the New York Senate race “will 
determine whether character 
still counts in public service . . . 
[and] whether the rule of law 
applies to all or just to some priv­
ileged people.” When, during his 
last debate with Mrs. Clinton, Mr.

The elliptical nature of the 
rhetoric does a disservice to the 
electorate. Presumably, focus 
groups — you know, the ones that 
say after the 118th presidential 

debate that they haven’t 
heard enough about the 
candidates’ prescription 
drug plans — are unan­
imously opposed to 
hearing more. But it 
could be that what 
appears to be a self-pre­
serving strategy of polit­
ical reticence not only 
shortchanges the voters, 
but also shortchanges 
candidates at every 
level as well.

The amazing fact is — 
and this is hard to 
believe inside the Belt­

way — the corruptions of the 
Clinton-Gore years are far from 
familiar to voters. I have met 
actual living, breathing Ameri­
cans who, in the case of a college- 

|
i

Diana
W. Bush stand on all of this? West 

Inquiring minds are_______
reduced to sifting through 
the coded scraps of Republican 
speechifying — namely, the Bush 
team’s mantra to restore dignity to 
the presidency — to decipher the 
most general GOP point of view.

is too terribly fragile to withstand 
a public debate on the merits of 
impeachment, and how it relates to 
the selection of our political lead­
ers.

As Washington Post 
reporter Peter Baker 
pointed out this week, we 
don’t know whether Vice 
President Al Gore believes 
perjury and obstruction 
are excusable when they 
are related to adultery. Or 
whether the vice president 
would still say, as he did on 
impeachment day, that Bill 
Clinton is “one of our 
greatest presidents." And 
where does Gov. George

a

for the first lady.
There are exceptions — one, 

anyway. As the Los Angeles 
Times reported this month, 
“Against the advice of his cam­
paign advisors, Republican U.S. 
Representative James E. Rogan 
won’t stop talking about his 
prominent role in last year’s 
impeachment trial of President 
Clinton. The two-term congress­
man from Glendale even had the 
idea for a poster that features a 
photograph of the 13 Republicans 
in the House of Representatives 
who served as prosecutors during 
the trial. Most are wearing 
somber expressions, but Rogan, 
standing in the center, is smil­
ing.”

Smiling. Voters need to hear 
Republican candidates — smiling 
— make the case against the Clin­
ton-Gore legacy of lawbreaking, 
legal shading and ethical corner­
cutting, just as they need to hear 
Democratic candidates — smil­
ing? — defend that legacy. Of 
course, that’s not going to happen 
in a big way any time soon. But 
when it does, it may become pos­
sible to shake off the corruptions 
and corrosive cynicism Clinton- 
ism leaves behind. And that should 
give everyone something to smile 
about.

I
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In Senate Race, What’s Past Is a Present
*

Clinton Ads Link Foe to Ex-Speaker; Lazio Ties First Lady to Arkansas Tax Hikes
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ran a spot in which “real” New York­
ers criticized Lazio, his response ad 
zeroed in on one of them: “Meet Car­
ol—8 Years on the Democratic As­
sembly payroll. Another phony ad 
from Hillary Clinton.”

Lazio spokesman Michael Marr 
said the campaign will keep ham­
mering at the first lady’s credibility 
because “there is a very high per­
centage of New Yorkers who believe 
Mrs. Clinton’s trustworthiness can 
be questioned.”

S DM VA

Bt Howard Kurtz

Washington Post Staff Writer

Hillary Rodham Clinton may be 
trying to beat Rick Lazio for a Senate 
seat, but she seems far more deter­
mined to run against Newt Gingrich.

“What does Rick Lazio think of 
Newt Gingrich?” asks an ad that the 
first lady launched last week. Lazio 
is seen as saying on “Meet the 
Press”: “I think he was an important 
historical figure.”

The narrator moves in for the kill: 
“Lazio did serve as Newt Gingrich’s 
deputy whip. And he still says he has 
absolutely no regrets about voting 
with Gingrich to take $270 billion 
out of Medicare. No regrets about 
voting to shut down the Department 
of Education. If that’s Rick Lazio’s 
view of history, think about what it 
could mean for our future.”

Mike Murphy, Lazio’s strategist, 
called the Gingrich theme “an old, 
dead mule they’re beating again. If 
Mrs. Clinton wants to run against 
Newt Gingrich, she should move to 
Georgia.”

Rep. Lazio, for his part, seems de­
termined to run against Clinton’s 
past, with not-so-subtle allusions to 
the president’s record and the first 
lady’s veracity. “What’s Hillary Clin­
ton’s record on taxes? Expensive,” 
says a Lazio ad. “Hillary Clinton has 
supported 15 tax increases, includ­
ing higher taxes on Social Security 
benefits. Hillary Clinton: You just 
can’t trust her. On taxes.”

Mandy Grunwald, Clinton’s me­
dia adviser, noted that some of the 
tax hikes her candidate supposedly 
“supported” took place in Arkansas. 
“It’s a totally ridiculous charge,” she 
said. “I think they’ve been reckless 
with their facts.”

But Murphy says Bill Clinton's re­
cord is fair game and that his wife “is 
trying to play a duplicitous game in 
which she was the secret, behind- 
the-scenes inspiration for any admin­
istration success, and any adminis­
tration failure she was desperately 
fighting.”

As they duel on the airwaves in 
the country’s most closely watched 
Senate contest, Clinton and Lazio 
have tried to paint themselves as 
sensible moderates. But while their 
on-again, off-again agreement to ban 
“soft-money” ads has drawn more 
national attention, it is the ideologi­
cal warfare that more accurately re­
flects the parameters of the 2000 
congressional elections.

“Every second word out of her 
mouth is Gingrich,” said Mickey 
Carroll, director of the Quinnipiac 
Poll. “What she's trying to do is say, 
‘Look, this guy is a right-wing Re­
publican.’ ” As for Lazio harping on 
the “trust” issue, Carroll said, “peo­
ple’s minds depict President Clinton 
looking into the camera and saying, 
‘I never had sex with that woman.’ ”

■

announcement speech without go­
ingnegative.”

The candidates have blamed each 
other for third-party ads as well. Af­
ter a Republican Leadership Council 
ad pictured Lazio with retiring New 
York Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
(D), a Clinton counterattack ad not­
ed that the pictures were spliced, de­
manding: “Stop the deception. Rick 
Lazio, be straight with New York­
ers.”

When the state Democratic Party

8H

started-it-first battle on the air­
waves. “Compare: Congressman 
Rick Lazio is running a positive cam­
paign about his accomplishments for 
New York,” says one of his ads. “Hil­
lary Clinton is running a negative 
campaign because she has done 
nothing for New York. Her new ad 
contains five gross distortions in just 
30 seconds.”

Howard Wolfson, Clinton’s 
spokesman, scoffed at the charge, 
saying, “He couldn’t get through his

Lazio, trailing in the polls, has 
about three times as much money— 
$6.2 million, as of Oct. 1—for a clos­
ing blitz. A new attack spot yester­
day blares that “the Daily News says 
Hillary Clinton’s ads have, quote, 
twisted the truth to the breaking 
point.”

The contest has started echoing 
the presidential race as well. “Rick 
Lazio’s tax plan costs more than a 
trillion dollars,” a Clinton ad says. 
"And just like George Bush, Lazio’s 
plans squander the whole surplus.” 
But Clinton draws her figure from a 
liberal advocacy group, and Lazio 
supports reserving more than half 
the surplus for Social Security and 
debt reduction.

Clinton, like many Democrats, 
has tried to paint her opponent as a 
conservative obstructionist on 
health care. “The Senate just voted 
to kill the patients’ bill of rights, by 
two votes,” one of her ads says. “Hil­
lary supports it. In the House, Rick 
Lazio voted against the bill.... Rick 
Lazio. The more you know, the more 
vou wonder.”

!
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Lazio replied with an ad featuring 
his wife, Pat. “It’s a shame, but Mrs. 
Clinton’s campaign isn’t telling it 
straight about Rick Lazio and health 
care,” she says. “Rick voted for a pa­
tients’ bill of rights.” That measure 
was a GOP substitute prohibiting pa­
tients from suing health mainte­
nance organizations.

The first lady, of course, is vul­
nerable on health care, having suf­
fered a spectacular defeat in 1994 
when she led her husband's effort to 
reform the system. Yet, she invokes 
that failure in two ads. “When her 
health care plan was defeated, she 
kept on fighting step-by-step and 
made a difference—mammograms 
covered by Medicare, longer hospi­
tal coverage for new mothers,” one 
says. Grunwald said such ads pro­
vide “a bit of inoculation” while re­
minding people that Clinton still 
supports health care improvements.

Lazio, whose ads invoke the car­
petbagger issue by calling him “one 
of us,” features two wheelchair­
bound New Yorkers in one of his 
spots. “Rick Lazio wrote the work 
incentives bill that protects disabled 
people from losing their benefits,” it 
says. And that’s true. The problem: 
thanks to inaction by the state legis­
lature, the law hasn’t taken effect in 
New York.

“To me, the entire ad is cynical, 
manipulative and a lie,” Grunwald 
said.

Such rhetoric has spawned a you-
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omened, Mrs. Clinton declared to 
shouts and cheers. “We have to get

side of the stage from Mr. Bush;

op, Edward M. Egan, could have

polls in the state.

real reason for Mr. Gore to ____ _
New York, given his large lead in

Bush and Gore Meet 
At Al Smith Dinner

campaigned together on March 20, in 
Albany, though they have appeared 
together at other political events 
most recently a fund-raiser at Radio 
City Music Hall last month. Part of 
that is because there has been no 

i come to

-HOTOCOPY
. "“S-YVAYOY

out and make sure our team wins.”
By contrast, Mr. Lazio and Mr. 

Bush barely crossed paths yester­
day. They held no joint events. And 
when Mr. Lazio appeared at news 
conference with Henry A. Kissinger, 
the former secretary of state, a 

i Democratic Party activist showed 
up with a life-size cutout of Mr. Bush 
m an attempt to create the photo 
opportunity that Mr. Lazio seemed 
intent on avoiding.

And at the dinner tonight, an event 
where seating charts are perhaps 
overly scrutinized for political signif­
icance, Mr. Lazio sat on the opposite 
side of the stage from Mr. Bush; 
even Mrs. Clinton sat closer to the 
Republican candidate for president 
than Mr. Lazio did.

Mr. Lazio and Mr. Bush have not 
appeared together in New York since 
July 16. Mr. Lazio has, in his cam­
paign, has gone to great lengths to 
distance himself from Mr. Bush, 
whom Mr. Lazio’s aides view as a 
drag on his own candidacy in New 
York.

It was the first time in 12 years 
that the two major party candidates 
for president had attended the din­
ner, and as such, it made for as 
grand an entrance into national poli­
tics as the newly installed archbish­
op, Edward M. Egan, could have 
hoped for.

The dinner, in the grand ballroom 
of the Waldorf-Astoria, was oversold 
with attendees at the white-tie affair 
drawn by the prospect of presum­
ably seeing the next president of the 
United States.

Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Gore last

“I am proud to be on that team 
because it is the Gore-Lieberman- 
Clinton team that will keep the pros­
perity and the progress going in 
America,” Mrs. Clinton declared to

By ADAM NAGOURNEY

The campaign for president made 
a rare stop in New York last night, as 
Gov. George W. Bush and Vice Presi­
dent Al Gore gave dueling pointed 
speeches before a white-tie audience 
that included two people who had 
previously kept a distance from 
those two presidential candidates: 
Hillary Rodham Clinton and Rick A. 
Lazio.

The setting was the annual Alfred 
E. Smith Memorial Foundation Din­
ner, the charity fuhd-raiser spon­
sored by the Archdiocese of New 
York, whose invitation proved the 
impetus to nudge the four players in 
the two biggest political races in the 
country — for president and senator 
from New York — to share dinner 
and a stage last night.

For Mr. Gore and Mr. Bush, it was 
a rare opportunity, aside from their 
three debates, to speak from the 
same stage, albeit under the histori­
cal guidelines of these dinners: 
Speeches should be funny, and not 
stumpy. But they are allowed to have 
a political point, and both candidates 
seemed to approach the evening as 
another night of competition.

To laughter, Mr. Gore offered a 
few self-deprecating jokes about 
some of the things that had caused 
him some complications this year. 
“This dinner represents a hallowed 
and important tradition, which I ac­
tually did invent,” he said evenly. 
And he offered a few remarks at Mr. 
Bush’s expense that drew some 
hoots from the crowd: He noted that 
the namesake for the dinner had run 
for president on a plan to “build a 
bridge to the 1930’s.”

“And I must say it’s quite a tribute 
to Governor Smith that Governor 
Bush has adopted the same agenda,” 
Mr. Gore said.

Mr. Bush responded with the same 
mix of jokes and barbs. “This is an 
impressive crowd,” he said. “The 
haves and the have-mores. Some 
people call you the elite. I call you my 
base.”

Mr. Bush ended his speech with a 
tribute to Cardinal John J. O’Connor 
and a mention of the “rights of the 
unborn,” a line that drew heavy ap­
plause from most people in the room 
— but not Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Gore.

But an equally compelling drama 
yesterday involved two people who 
were not even permitted to speak at 
the dinner tonight — Mr. Lazio and 
Mrs. Clinton, as they responded, in 
notably different ways, to the pres­
ence of their party’s presidential 
candidates in their backyards.

For Mrs. Clinton, it was, it seemed, 
an opportunity, and she leapt at the 
chance to campaign, for the first

1 time since last March, with a politi­
cian who polls show is significantly 
more popular among New Yorkers 
than the first lady. With much fan­
fare, she appeared with Mr. Gore 
and his running-mate, Joseph I. Lie­
berman, the Connecticut senator, 
and thrust herself between them in a 
photo, as she sought to cast the con­
test in sharply partisan terms.
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N the last few weeks, as she’s watched

I searing TV images of violence erupting 
in Israel, Dina has been thinking a lot

would never support the “arrogar 
lady, but when Rick Lazio failed *.j

Clinton’s first campaign 
wanted to be called HiUa:

The most recent pol 
ahead of Lazio, but the dependent on her husband’s pol 

unfolding events in the Middle
changed her views. Earlier this month, he 
found that she had 71 percent of Jewish

I i

said Zogby, an Arab-American who points 
out that Clinton’s ostensibly pro-Israel 
statements are alienating that group. “It’s 
a very simple political rule regardless of

month.
“She had a Lieberman bounce and now 

there’s a crisis bounce the other way,” 

lii.

now that Israel faces
perhaps its greatest cri­
sis since the 1973 Yom
Kippur War, some Jew­
ish voters — particularly
those who were still un­
decided — are again questioning her sin- 

elected she suddenly 
would be known as Hillai 
ton. I know it’s a small

cation: If she were truly 
a friend of Israel, she 
would use her consider­
able influence.

“What she said at the 
rally was not that differ­

ent from what Lazio said,” one leader told 
cerity. me. “But he’s been saying these things for

“I think a large segment of the Jewish 10 years and she doesn’t have a legisla-
vote is now up for grabs,” said one high- tive record. She hugged Suha Arafat and
ranking New York Democrat. “It really has a history of alignment with the more
depends on how Clinton’s campaign deals dove-ish wing of the Jewish community,
with this in the next few weeks. I think "
they should be getting her into more and
more Jewish centers to reassure people.
She really has to work on people’s fears.”

Some Jewish leaders suggest that Jew

I Hf 
p co 
J (Il 
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voters to Lazio’s 23 percent, but he 
wouldn’t be surprised if the number is 
closer to 50 percent at the end of the 

TP

about Hillary Clinton’s name.
Several months ago, the 35-year-old 

Westchester mother of two told me she 
would never support the “arrogant” first 
lady, but when Rick Lazio failed to im­
press her, Dina began to waver. Then Is­
rael came under siege — and now Dina, a 
major contributor to the United Jewish 
Appeal, has made up her mind.

“I keep remembering how during Bill 
>_ x -------- 1 she swore she

---------------------- ------„Jary Clinton,” said 
Dina. “And then the day after he was 

announced she 
ry Rodham Clin- 
thing, but to me 

it’s represents what you want to sell ver­
sus who you really are. How I can I trust 
what she’s saying about Israel?”

ills show Clinton 
; volatile situation 

in Israel may be hurting her with Jewish 
voters, where she had been ahead.

Since her campaign began, Clinton has 
worked hard to convince Jew's that her 
reputation as pro-Palestinian was un­
founded, and her efforts had paid off. But

MEREDITH 
BERKMAN

People are weighing in their minds: 
she’s hawkish now, but will she revert 
back to who she was?’ ”

Pollster John Zogby believes that Clin- 
----------ew'ish leaders suggest that Jew- ton’s numbers among Jews (though diffi- 

ish backing may be beyond her control, cult to track) will drop even if she contin-
ilicies and ues to promote Israel precisely because

unfolding events in the Middle East. At the perception is that she’s significantly
last week’s Support Israel rally, as Clin­
ton reiterated her belief that the United
States should have vetoed the U.N. reso­
lution condemning Israel, hecklers 
shouted, “Tell your husband!” The impli-

what the issue is: Voters as a whole and 
voters within a bloc always oppose what 
they see as disingenuousness. In this 
case, she has ... raised the hackles of 
Jewish voters who are now beginning to 
say, ‘If she can do an about-face in such a 
short time, which is her face?’ ”

Some of Clinton’s Jewish supporters 
argue that if the first lady has changed 
her tune, it is because she has immersed 
herself in learning about the Israeli-Pal­
estinian conflict and now understands 
that her some of her earlier positions may 
have been misguided. “The Hillary Clin­
ton of a year-and-a-half ago is not the 
Hillary Clinton of today,” said a lawyer 
active with her campaign.

To voters like Dina, that analysis is, at 
best, terribly naive.

“Above all, Hillary is pro-vote,” she said. 
“She wants Jewish voters now, but I’m 
not sure she’ll have our interests at heart 
later on.” E-mail: mberkman@nypost.com
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“They’ve been mostly campaigning up and 
down Westchester,” a source reports. “They’re

Hidden

ment], they are not Labor Party staff. 
“TTtzv I nkn,. ,*----- 4. ___

an1

106th Street. But Father Francis Skelly, 
convent c;-1 __12,
ing here. If they were, we’d know about it?

Meanwhile, while Blair may be rooting for

www.pqgesix.com

By RICHARD JOHNSON 
with Paula Froelich 
and Chris Wilson mitted to helping Hillary win.”

One bizarre rumor surrounding Hillary’s 
British battalion was that they were staying 
at a nunnery — St. Cecilia’s Convent on East

quiver. As one gleeful Republican put it yes­
terday: “Hillary’s from Arkansas, but she gets 
her money from Beverly Hills and her foot 
soldiers from across the Atlantic.”

“It’s a social club. It’s not officially con-

spokesman, said, “They’re not stay- 
If they were, we’d know about it.”

The Labor Party is not officially endorsing Hffia^ thr’PMTo^^^ irslipping
ly American election. They’re doing it on steadily with British voters.

heir own. - -A new poll by Britain’s Guardian newspa-
Clinton , campaign spokeswoman Karen per has 42 percent of those quizzed describing

Blair as “arrogant” (up 13 points from just 
last month), and just 19 percent seeing him 
as “honest.”

Politicos point out that, “The Clintons were 
helpful to Blair when he was campaigning. 
Now he’s paying them back.”

But it gives Lazio another arrow for his
them traveled to New York about a week and all young, ffi their’ 20^• anc1 the^re1 very 
a halt ago to help out, he told us. mittpH tn heirs™ ”

“They are on holiday, they’re doing this in
their spare time. They just enjoy campaign­
ing and they want to work for Hillary.

HILLARY Clinton has enlisted the aid of viUu. n,o
a crack campaign team of British Labor Party nected with the Labor Party. They’re the staff 
apparatchiks to help her try and defeat Rick who work for Labor MP’s [Members of Parlia- 
Lazio, PAGE SIX has learned. ’ ' _ . _

Sources tell us that about a dozen opera­
tives of the Labor Staff Network, comprised
of the underlings of left-leaning members of their own.’-
the British Parliament, have been canvassing i'
Westchester and Manhattan on her behalf. Dunn said she wasn’t aware of Hilary’s Eng- 

David Evans, a spokesman for Prime Min- lish Auxiliary, but sources tell us that the
4L°ny BlaJr s Labor Party’ confirmed Brits have been hitting the pavement for her 

that the earnest,, twentysomething team of -------’
U.K. Clintonistas have crossed the pond to 
stump for Hillary. “I understand a group of

pi;,
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lish Auxiliary, but sources tell us that the

campaign for weeks. 
“They’ve been mos
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to Congress, and to the 
General Accounting Office

Prober’s certain Hill lied

as-
l8^b±L ™ Lh*Ve “d “the rule"of law of

Travelgate prober: Hill lied, 

but I can’t prove it
away with it. Over and 
over, he wrote that there 
was “insufficient” evidence 
to prove that she com­
mitted perjury.

Campaigning in Syra­
cuse, Clinton said: “I said 
when (the Independent 
Counsel’s office) issued the 
press release some months 
ago that I was glad that it 
was over after all these 
years and millions of dol­
lars, and I really have

See TRAVELGATE on Page 18

“Did you have any role in it?” 
the independent-counsel investi­
gators asked.

“No, I did not,” she replied.

Ray, in his 243-page report, 
wrote that “substantial evidence 
exists that portions of those 
statements were factually false.” 
He cited eight occasions when 
Clinton told White House aides 
she wanted the workers fired.

In an appendix to the report, 
Clinton’s lawyer, David Kendall, 
wrote that Ray’s language was 
“highly unfair and misleading” 
and said the probe has “largely 
been a wasteful partisan extrav­
agance.”

Clinton’s GOP Senate rival 
Rick Lazio, who hadn’t read the 
report, said: “Integrity needs to 
be restored to our public service”

7 — — — .. ** “ cl J3
plies to all of us, and not just to 
some of us.”

when she denied she had 
any role in the firings.

Ray also concluded that 
Clinton left herself just 
enough wiggle room to' get

By BRIAN BLOMQUIST , 

Post Correspondent
WASHINGTON - Ihde-" I 

pendent Counsel Robert 
Ray’s Travelgate report 
slams Hillary Rodham ’ 
Clinton for giving “factu­
ally false [and] inaccurate”

wasn’t enough proof to 
prosecute her.

Released by a three-

day, three weeks before 
Clinton faces Republican 
Rick Lazio in New York’s 
Senate election, Ray’s re­
port contains few new de­
tails about Clinton’s role 
m the Travel Office fir­

ings.
That much was known 

. ------------- --- four months ago, when
testimony, but says there wraPPe(f UP the probe,
wasn’t enough proof to But the language of his 
prosecute her. g‘Port shows Ray thinks

Released by a three- '-'hnton lied in sworn
judge federal panel yester- jtatenients to indepen-
day, three weeks before £ lnve?tigators,
Clinton faces Republican

Senate election, Ray’s re-

TRAVELGATE from Page 10 

nothing to add after that.”

Two former high-ranking 
White House officials, Mack 
McLarty and David Watkins, 
both testified that Clinton pres­
sured them to fire the travel of­
fice workers.

A White House review later re­
vealed that the Clintons planned 
to replace the workers with a 
charter company owned by their 
pal, Harry Thomason.

In her sworn deposition, Clin­
ton was asked: “Who ultimately 
made the decision, to the extent 
that you know, to fire the em­
ployees from the travel office?”

Mrs. Clinton responded: “Well, 
the best I know is David Wat­
kins and Mack McLarty, I 

learned since and read in the 
newspapers.”
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oth Clinton and Lazio
Seek Support Among Jews

well-known Republican, 
Rudolph W. Giuliani,

2H0T000PY 
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race.
Later, the mayor said that he had 

seen Mr. Lazio on the steps, but had 
not been informed that Mr. Lazio 
was coming to his office.

“I didn’t know he was going to be 
here,” Mr. Giuliani said.

Dan McLagan, an aide to Mr. La­
zio, said that Mr. Lazio’s campaign 
had informed Mr. Giuliani’s office 
that Mr. Lazio would be showing up 
on his doorstep.

“The mayor’s office was fully 
aware of the endorsement press con­
ference today,” Mr. McLagan as­
serted.

“We did not personally and specifi­
cally invite the mayor because, well, 
he’s a Republican.”

In her third straight day in upstate 
New York, Mrs. Clinton addressed a 
Baptist convention at a church in 
downtown Syracuse, invoking the 
fire that damaged Temple Beth El 
there and the explosion in Yemen on 
the destroyer Cole to stir the pre­
dominantly black gathering.

“These two events certainly re­
minded me forcefully of how much 
we have to be grateful for,” Mrs. 
Clinton said.

“I believe that our politics should

■

reflect our best values,” she said. 
“This election on Nov. 7 will deter­
mine whether we keep expanding the 
circle of opportunity to include more 
and more Americans, whether we 
will be satisfied that we have done so 
well in the last eight years or wheth­
er we will build on the strong founda­
tion that has been established.”

She added, “The good way is to­
ward equality.”

Mrs. Clinton inspected the fire­
damaged parts of the synagogue, 
which was still heavy with an acrid, 
smoky smell and bore the marks of 
the fire last Friday in charred walls 
and sagging roof girders with Rabbi 
Irvin Beigel and Jackie Kassel, the 
president of the 200-family congrega­
tion, at her side.

The authorities have called the fire 
arson, but have established no mo­
tive.

‘It’s a terrible reminder of what 
can happen, but it is also, talking to 
people here, the rabbi and president 
of the congregation, a very encourag­
ing and optimistic note that they're 
getting right down to work and 
they’re going to be back here wor­
shipping and carrying on the life of 
the community,” she said.

Mr. Lazio’s decision to hold a sec­
ond news conference announcing his 
support by Dr. McMahon was the 
target of some joshing by Mrs. Clin­
ton’s campaign, which fired off an e- 
mail press release headlined, 
“Newsflash: McMahon Endorses 
Lazio ... Again!”

“Today’s endorsement is the most 
exciting thing that has happened to 
the Lazio campaign since the last 
time Mark McMahon endorsed the 
congressman.

“Mr. Lazio must be very proud of 
such a high-profile endorsement 
since he keeps announcing it,” said 
Mr. Wolfson, a Clinton spokesman.

Recurring themes 

and recurring 

endorsements in a 

Senate race.

James Esirin/The New York Times 

Rick Lazio, a Republican, met with 
Democratic supporters yesterday.

By RANDAL C. ARCHIBOLD

Rick A. Lazio and Hillary Rodham 
Clinton campaigned for support 
among Jewish voters yesterday, 
with Mr. Lazio meeting rabbis and 
Orthodox Jewish leaders in Flatbush 
and Borough Park, and Mrs. Clinton 
visiting a synagogue damaged in a 
suspicious fire in Syracuse.

Mr. Lazio, a Suffolk County Repub­
lican, also sought to expand his elec­
toral appeal by assembling a group 
of little-known Democratic support­
ers on the steps of City Hall.

For the second time in two weeks, 
Mr. Lazio trumpeted the endorse­
ment of Dr. Mark S. McMahon, the 
physician who ran an unsuccessful 
primary against Hillary Rodham 
Clinton last month, as he once again 
assailed Mrs. Clinton’s run for Sen­
ate in a state she is not from.

“There is one thing that we all 
share: we are all New Yorkers,” Mr. 
Lazio said, as some of his supporters 
shouted “right on,” and other mem­
bers of “Democrats for Lazio” 
popped open umbrellas to protect 
themselves against a rain storm.

“We put New York first,” Mr. La­
zio continued. “We expect leadership 
for New York, from New York. We 
expect someone to be in the Senate 
who will put New York’s interest 
first.”

As Mr. Lazio spoke in the rain, 
another
Mayor Rudolph W. 
emerged on the steps.

He ignored the cluster of politi­
cians and reporters, not an unusual 
sight there, and hurried off without 
acknowledging the man who filled 
the void when he dropped out of the

f
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Quiet Political Force: Chelsea Clinton
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By DEAN E. MURPHY

She rarely says a word, at least 
not near a microphone. She stands 
behind her mother, careful not to 
upstage her. She is kept far away 
from reporters, just as she has 
been throughout the past eight 
years.

But with Election Day less than 
three weeks away, Chelsea Clin­
ton, the first daughter, is showing 
up more and more across New 
York, quietly, politely, cheerfully 
— and judging by her popularity on 
the campaign trail, quite success­
fully — lending support to her 
mother’s candidacy for Senate.

Ms. Clinton is typically mobbed 
by autograph seekers, pulled into 
countless photographs and pressed 
for details about her school, her 
family and the campaign. Most 
everyone has an opinion about her 
appearance, from her hair to her 
toothy smile to her graceful han­
dling of sometimes overeager ad­
mirers. At a recent gathering of 
black businesswomen in Manhat­
tan, Ms. Clinton desperately tried 
to steer well-wishers toward her 
mother, but most of them would 
hear nothing of it.

“She is really a good role model 
for people our age who are looking 
for somebody well put together,” 
said Lori Romus, 22, who answers 
phones at the Erie County Demo­
cratic headquarters in Buffalo and 
who has twice attended events 
where Ms. Clinton accompanied 
her mother. “She is really remark­
able and strong and a survivor.”

Hillary Rodham Clinton, who as 
first lady has made protecting her 
daughter’s privacy a top motherly 
duty, has been looking more at 
ease drawing Ms. Clinton into the 
senatorial spotlight. Some of the 
fascination with Ms. Clinton is un­
doubtedly due to her parents’ suc­
cess in shielding her from public 
scrutiny in the past. More than a 
few in the crowds around Ms. Clin­
ton have said they dislike the Clin­
tons but feel sorry for their daugh­
ter and are curious about what she 
is like.

Mrs. Clinton’s Republican oppo­
nent, Representative Rick A. La­
zio, has two daughters of grade­
school age. From the beginning of 
the race, Mr. Lazio has effortlessly 
and naturally integrated them into 
his campaign, letting them quietly 
speak to his stature as a family 
man. His children appear in one of 
his television advertisements.

Chelsea Clinton, 20, does not ap­
pear on any of the first lady’s 
advance schedules, and Mrs. Clin­
ton’s campaign staff members say 
her recent appearances are not 
part of a larger strategy to counter 
Mr. Lazio’s family portrayals or to 
highlight Mrs. Clinton as a mother. 
(Mrs. Clinton’s news aides say 
they are typically left in the dark 
about whether Ms. Clinton will 
even attend an event.) But when 
Ms. Clinton does show up, Mrs. 
Clinton quickly draws attention to 
her daughter, often in a passing 
reference but also in ways intend­
ed to drive home a point or win 
favor with an audience.

“She is really blossoming and 
has developed so well as a young 
adult,” said Kernie L. Anderson, 
general manager of WLIB-AM and 
WBLS-FM radio stations, who

O

Reuters

Hillary Rodham Clinton and Chelsea Clinton at a service yesterday 
in Norfolk, Va., for the sailors who were killed on the destroyer Cole.

played host last week to the moth­
er-daughter Clintons at the small­
business fair for black women in 
Manhattan. “1 heard so many com­
ments about how pretty Chelsea is 
and what warmth there was 
there,” Mr. Anderson added. 
“They just loved her.”

In recent days, Mrs. Clinton has 
invoked her mother-daughter rela­
tionship in speeches about the im­
portance of family, even mention­
ing Ms. Clinton during last week’s 
debate, when she explained why 
she had stood by President Clinton 
despite his marital infidelities. Ms. 
Clinton was seated in the front row 
of the studio audience.

At a speech Tuesday to the Coun­
cil on Foreign Relations, Mrs. Clin­
ton interrupted her remarks to ac­
knowledge that her daughter had 
arrived, using the moment to say 
that her foreign policy vision was 
“about the future of our children's 
lives.” Later that day, at a fund­
raiser for women at the Waldorf- 
Astoria with Caroline Kennedy as 
host, Mrs. Clinton spoke warmly 
about her discussions with Jacque­
line Kennedy Onassis about rais­
ing a child in the White House and 
the importance of protecting “the 
normalcy” of a political family.

On Tuesday afternoon in Buffa-

X

lo, Ms. Clinton received her most 
rousing ovation to date. She was 
introduced by Senator Edward M. 
Kennedy of Massachusetts during 
a raucous old-style Democratic 
rally at the Buffalo Irish Center. 
The crowd of more than 400 
cheered wildly when Ms. Clinton 
stood and smiled demurely. Even, 
the dignitaries on stage were 
moved to their feet. She said not a 
word, however, leaving it to her 
mother to acknowledge her admir­
ers.

Ms. Clinton has appeared on the 
campaign trail off and on over the 
past year, but with only a few 
weeks left in her mother’s Senate 
race and a few months left in her 
father’s presidency, she has been 
spending more time with both par­
ents in their official and unofficial 
capacities.

Aides to Mrs. Clinton said Ms. 
Clinton, who has taken off a semes­
ter from her studies at Stanford 
University, realized that this politi­
cal season was a once-in-a-lifetime 
moment for her family, and she did 
not want to miss it. The decision to 
lend personal support to her moth­
er’s campaign, but to leave the 
talking to the candidate herself, 
was Ms. Clinton’s alone, a cam­
paign official said.
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New Criticism of First Lady Mrs. Clinton Faulted in Travel Office Report
In Final Travel Office Report

Continued From Page Al

Continued on Page A21
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WASHINGTON, Oct. 18 — In his 
final report about the firing of seven 
longtime employees of the White 
House travel office released today, 
Robert W. Ray, the independent 
counsel, asserted that Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton had given “factually 
false’’ sworn testimony when she 
minimized her role in the incident.

The disclosure of the 243-page re­
port added several details about 
Mrs. Clinton’s role, but its terse con­
clusions were announced last June 
when Mr. Ray said there was insuffi­
cient evidence to seek criminal 
charges against Mrs. Clinton.
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In addition to challenging the re­
port’s conclusions, the Kendall state­
ment harshly criticized Mr. Ray and 
the office of independent counsel, 
saying the report was highly unfair, 
misleading and rife with innuendo. 
Mr. Kendall said in the statement 
that the report was a political docu­
ment that buried evidence demon­
strating Mrs. Clinton’s innocence.

“At the end of the day, these inves­
tigations have largely been a waste­
ful partisan extravagance,” Mr. 
Kendall wrote. Moreover, he said, 
the final report included significant 
evidence that Mrs. Clinton was justi­
fied in raising concerns about finan­
cial improprieties in the office.

The report is one of three that Mr. 
Ray has completed since taking over 
the office from Kenneth W. Starr a 
year ago today. He has also conclud­
ed that there was no need for crimi­
nal prosecution in the White House’s 
improper acquisition of hundreds of 
F.B.I. personnel files or in the inves­
tigation of the Whitewater real es­
tate transaction in Arkansas.

It is unclear if the latest findings 
about Mrs. Clinton will have any 
effect on her Senate race.

White House officials have said 
repeatedly that voters long ago fac­
tored in the investigations involving 
Mrs. Clinton during the Clinton presi­
dency. In addition, her rebuttal today 
was only the latest in a years-long 
effort by Mrs. Clinton and her sup­
porters to portray the independent 
counsel’s investigations as partisan.

The underlying issue in the dispute 
between the independent counsel and 
Mrs. Clinton is Mr. Ray’s assertion 
that she had a role in the firings, 
despite her insistence in sworn state­
ments that she did not. Mr. Ray cited 
eight conversations she had with sen­
ior White House employees express­
ing serious concerns about retaining 
the travel office staff.

The report said: “It is, in the inde­
pendent counsel’s judgment beyond 
peradventure that as a matter of 
historical fact, Mrs. Clinton’s input 

into the process was a significant — 
if not the significant — factor influ­
encing the pace of events in the trav­
el office firings and the ultimate de­
cision to fire the employees. Accord­
ingly, the independent counsel con­
cludes that Mr. Clinton’s sworn testi­
mony that she had no input into Wat­
kins’s decision or role in the travel 
office firings is factually inaccu­
rate.”

In the rebuttal, Mr. Kendall ar­
gued on Mrs. Clinton’s behalf that 
Mr. Ray has misinterpreted her 
statements and that the sides dis­
agreed over the meaning of the word 
“role” when she was questioned.

Reminiscent of other controver­
sies in the Clinton administration 
over language, Mrs. Clinton’s law­
yers argued that the issue “boils 
down to a semantic quibble.” Mr. 
Kendall argued that Mrs. Clinton 
said she had no “decision-making 
role” in the firing — not that she had 
not played any role whatsoever. The 
firing, he said, was solely the deci­
sion of Mr. Watkins.

But the issue of the language is 
complicated. In her 1995 deposition, 
Mrs. Clinton was asked if she had 
“any role” in the firings and she 
replied, “No, I did not.”

She was then asked by a prosecu­
tor if she had “any input with either 
Mr. McLarty or Mr. Watkins as to 
that decision.” She replied, “I don’t 
believe I did, no.”

Even more broadly, the contro­
versy in the final report involves the 
precise nature of Mrs. Clinton’s role 
in the White House and whether her 
expressions of concern were just 
that, or the virtual equivalent of or­
ders to subordinates.

President Clinton issued a state­
ment at the White House in which he 
said that Mr. Ray’s report “confirms 
what we have long said: there were 
financial improprieties in the travel 
office, the firings were lawful, and 
the decision to remove the travel 
office employees was made by White 
House staff, not the first lady.”

By NEIL A. LEWIS

Clinton’s behavior in the travel office 
controversy was made public less 
than three weeks before Election 
Day. She is running for the Senate 
from New York.

At a news conference in Syracuse 
today, Mrs. Clinton told reporters 
that she would not respond — beyond 
the statement by Mr. Kendall — to 
the report’s assertion that her testi­
mony had been inaccurate.

But she added that when Mr. Ray 
first announced his conclusions in 
June, “I said I was glad that it was 
over after all these years, millions of 
dollars, and I really have nothing 
further to add to that.”

Her Republican opponent, Repre­
sentative Rick A. Lazio of Long Is-

For the first time, Mr. Ray dis­
closed parts of Mrs. Clinton’s 1995 
deposition he now says are demon­
strably false. The report also dis­
closes some of the grand jury testi­
mony of others who spoke to Mrs. 
Clinton about the travel office.

Mr. Ray said, as he had in June, 
that Mrs. Clinton had played a far 
greater role in the dismissals than 
she had admitted. The report cited 
evidence that she had repeatedly ex­
pressed concerns about the travel 
office to White House officials who 
eventually fired the employees as a 
result of what they had perceived to 
be pressure from her to do so.

But in her first detailed rebuttal to 
Mr. Ray, Mrs. Clinton insisted 
through her lawyer that she had al­
ways testified accurately and fully 
about her role in the deliberations 
that led to the dismissal of the seven 
travel office employees in May 1993. 
The workers were replaced with peo­
ple the Clintons knew.

Mrs. Clinton’s rebuttal was made 
in an appendix to the report released 
today and was signed by her lawyer, 
David E. Kendall. In essence, Mrs. 
Clinton said she had expressed legiti­
mate concerns about how the office 
was run and had not intended for her 
comments to be taken as the equiva­
lent of orders to fire the travel office 
emolovees.

land, said today that he had not read 
the report, but he said: “We believe 
that character counts in public serv­
ice. Because we believe that integri­
ty needs to be restored to our public 
servants.”

The timing of the report’s release 
is the result of decisions made by Mr. 
Ray and a panel of three federal 
judges that supervises his office. Mr. 
Ray filed the report three months 
ago and the law provided that the 
panel could release it after 90-days in 
which those named in it could review 
it and provide comments.

In the newly disclosed testimony 
by Mrs. Clinton in July 1995, she 
appeared to flatly deny that she had 
any role in the dismissals. The report 
also contains some of the grand jury 
testimony of David Watkins, the 
White House aide with whom Mrs. 
Clinton spoke by telephone about 
making changes in the office. Mr. 
Watkins was the official who actually 
dismissed the employees.

In his grand jury testimony on 
Feb. 8, 1995, Mr. Watkins expanded 
on observations he made in a 1993 
memorandum that he wrote to 
Thomas F. McLarty III, the former 
White House chief of staff, in what he 
called an effort to cleanse his soul.

In the memorandum, Mr. Watkins 
wrote that “there would be hell to 
pay” if “we failed to take swift and 
decisive action in conformity with 
the first lady’s wishes.” He also 
wrote that Mrs. Clinton had told him, 
“We need our people in there.”

In his grand jury testimony, Mr. 
Watkins said Mrs. Clinton told him 
“there are too many leftovers that 
can create and cause us problems.”

Mr. Kendall, Mrs. Clinton’s law­
yer, said in his statement that Mr. 
Ray’s conclusions were inconsistent 
because he acknowledged that there 
was no evidence Mrs. Clinton knew 
her interest in the travel office 
“might impel others to take action.”
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Hillary Clinton gave “factually false” 
testimony on firings at the White House 
travel office, but won’t be indicted, the White­
water prosecutor said. He released his report 
on the 1993 incident three weeks before the 
vote in the first lady’s New York Senate njce. 
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'Satanic dialectic’
“Hillary Rodham Clinton 

wasn’t the only politician at the 
annual Gay and Lesbian Pride 
March in Manhattan last June, 
but she got the most notice. 

“The police had trouble con­
trolling the crowd as she walked 
behind the Radical Faeries, 
which featured a man on roller 
skates who was wearing a silver 
cape, a tiara, a jockstrap, and 
nothing else. ...

“Now that Vermont has legal­
ized ‘gay marriage’ and New York 
has strengthened its ‘hate crime’ 
laws, the homosexual movement 
seems to be on a roll, gathering 
support from just about everv di­
rection. ...

“Any creature of polity that 
does not respond to aggression is 
doomed. The ‘happiness’ or com­
placency of the American people 
will not be disturbed by truth, 
can it be. Revolutionary recon­
struction of the culture can pro­
ceed without protest, signified by 
the smiley-face of Hillary Rod­
ham Clinton, who has ‘always 
fought for children’ in an abstract 
and governmental way.

“And the Satanic dialectic, 
which we have accepted, grinds 
on inexorably.”
— J.O. Tate, writing in "Cultural 
Revolutions," in the November is­
sue of Chronicles

_______'-iO,
Hillary Rodham Clinton
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Overtime costs escalating for White House domestic help
By Steve Miller 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES
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Wing stewards and kitchen help to 
speed up the process of obtaining 
costs.

That investigation was 
prompted by 900 Lincoln Bedroom 
sleepovers in the first year of the 
administration.

Another list of 404 sleepover 
guests at both the White House and 
Camp David was released Sept. 22. 
That list covered 13 months, from 
July 1999, when first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton embarked on a 
“listening tour” of New York to 
ponder her U.S. Senate bid, to the 
end of August.

Guests included 109 donors to 
her campaign. It also included 
contributors of nearly $2 million to 
the Gore 2000 campaign and the 
Democratic National Committee.

All told, about 40 percent of the 
recently named guests have con­

Overall, the Clinton administra­
tion has spent $4 million on domes­
tic staff overtime since 1992, ac­
cording to the report.

Mr. Diringer said “there may be 
some confusion about those num­
bers.” The figures were calculated 
by a committee clerk using doc­
uments provided by the White 
House.

Much of the overtime spent by 
the White House — up to 50 per­
cent since Mr. Clinton took office 
— is used to pay stewards and 
chefs who have to work long hours 
when the first family entertains 
guests or when emergency meet­
ings are called in the evenings.

Friends and donors in the guest 
suites can'order food and choose 
from token gifts. Extra staff is used 
during those stays.

“It doesn’t look like there is any­
thing illegal going on,” said Eliz­
abeth Morra, a spokeswoman for 
the House Appropriations Com­
mittee. “It’s just that the jump in 
costs this year is high.”

She added that overtime related 
particularly to overnight stays 
could not be calculated because 
the White House has not released 
that information.

“If we had the dates, it might be 
possible to match up the overtime 
associated with overnight stays,” 
Mrs. Morra said.

The White House was rebuked 
in 1998 for blocking a probe into 
the cost of Lincoln Bedroom 
sleepovers. The House 'Ikeasury- 
Postal subcommittee, which over­
sees the president’s offices, froze 
$630,000 for overtime pay for East

The hospitality of the White 
House this year will cost taxpayers 
nearly three-quarters of a million 
dollars in overtime for the domes­
tic help needed to make the Clin­
tons’ guests comfortable, accord­
ing to a congressional report.

A report compiled by a House 
Appropriations subcommittee 
says an estimated $715,567 in ad­
ditional funding is needed to cover 
wages this fiscal year, the most in 
President Clinton’s term.

“That [amount] is three times 
the figure last year,” said Rep. John 
E. Peterson, Pennsylvania Repub­
lican. “The question that answers 
is that last year wasn’t a political 
year. I personally don’t think any­
body has ever used the White

tributed more than $5 million to 
various Democratic political com­
mittees.

The White House does reim­
burse particular departments for 
costs associated with most events, 
although there is no budget set for 
most dinners.

While reimbursement is a moot 
issue — after all, government 
money comes from the people — 
Mr. Peterson said there should 
now be a law prohibiting donors 
from sleeping in the White House.

“The White House is for per­
sonal guests of the president,” said 
Mr. Peterson, who authored legis­
lation that would require candi­
dates using government transpor­
tation to immediately disclose the 
cost. “But the White House is not 
the place for big givers.”

House as a massive fund-raising 
machine as much as this admin­
istration has.”

The report tracked all domestic 
staff overtime since 1992, the last 
year in office for President George 
Bush. The figure for that year was 
$388,472.

White House spokesman Elliot 
Diringer said the figure for this 
year is incorrect, although the 
numbers from previous years are 
right. The reimbursable amount 
for this year is actually $292,686, 
he said.

The numbers released include 
all overtime for the 86 full-time 
employees assigned to the White 
House and their works at state din­
ners, coffees and overnight stays.

Of the staffers, 36 are employed 
as butlers, cooks and maids.
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By Jerry Seper 
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

The 243-page report was re­
leased by a three-judge panel of 
the U.S. District Court of Appeals 
for the D.C. Circuit, which over­
sees the independent counsel’s of­
fice. It was made public after par­
ties named in the document had 
time to review it and respond.

The report was given to the 
court in June by Mr. Ray, who said 
at the time that Mrs. Clinton 
played a role in the travel office 
firings despite her sworn denials, 
but that he would not bring 
charges.

In a written response to the re­
port, Mrs. Clinton’s attorney, Da­
vid E. Kendall, disagreed that his 
client’s testimony was false.

“The suggestion that Mrs. Clin­
ton’s testimony was 'factually inac­
curate’ as to her role in this matter 
is contradicted by the final report 
itself, which recognizes she may 
not have even been aware of any 
influence she may have had on the 
firing decision," he said.

“The QIC’s choice of language is 
thus highly unfair and mislead­
ing,” he said. “It is regrettable that 
the final report could not have 
been as fair as it is lengthy.”

The White House, in a state­
ment, said the report “confirms 
what we have long said: There 
were financial improprieties in the 
travel office, the firings were law­
ful, and the decision to remove the 
travel office employees was made 
by White House staff, not the first 
lady.”

The travel office workers were 
fired in 1993 after Bill Clinton took 
office. Because they served at the 
pleasure of the president, they 
could have been terminated with­
out cause. But the administration 
sought to justify the firings by call­
ing in the FBI to investigate accu­
sations of financial improprieties.

The independent counsel’s of­
fice, then led by Kenneth W. Starr, 
received jurisdiction in the case in 
January 1996, after a memo by 
White House aide David Watkins 
surfaced showing that he felt 
“pressure from above” to fire the ; 
workers.

He told the House Government 
Reform Committee that Mrs. Clin­
ton gave no specific order for the 
firings, but made it clear in a May 
1993 phone call that that was his 
only option.

But in July 1995, Mrs. Clinton 
told the independent counsel’s of­
fice in a sworn deposition at the 
White House that she had no role 
in the firings.

Portions of a transcript of that 
testimony were released for the 
first time as part of the Ray report. 
They show that when the first lady 
was asked if she had any role in the 
firings, she responded: “No, I did 
not.” When asked if she had any 
input in the decision, she said: “I 
don’t believe I did, no.”

“Who ultimately made the de­
cision, to the extent that you know, 
to fire the employees from the 
travel office,” investigators asked 
Mrs. Clinton.

“Well, the best I know is David 
Watkins and [then-White House 
Chief of Staff] Mack McLarty, I as­
sume, based on what I have 
learned since and read in the 
newspapers,” she said.
• Steve Miller contributed to this 
article.

Ray says a jury 
would not convict

* Overtime costs escalating for 
White House domestic help. A3

HILLARY
From page Al
knowingly intended to influence 
the travel office decision.. . . Thus, 
absent persuasive, corroborated 
and admissible evidence to the 
contrary, there is insufficient evi­
dence to prove beyond a reason­
able doubt that Mrs. Clinton’s 
statements were knowingly false.”

The report chronicles an elab­
orate White House effort to re­
place travel office workers with 
friends and cronies of the Clinton 
administration — including Holly­
wood producer Harry Thomason, 
who first urged Mrs. Clinton to get 
involved.

Mrs. Clinton denied under oath 
to a House committee, Mr. Ray’s 
office and the General Accounting 
Office that she had any involve­
ment in the firings of the seven 
workers, including the office’s di­
rector, Billy R. Dale, who later was 
charged with embezzlement.

Mr. Dale, acquitted in the case 
by a jury in Washington, said yes­
terday he was “disappointed” with 
the decision not to prosecute the 
first lady.

“Everyone, especially Robert 
Ray, knows Hillary Clinton lied un­
der oath about her role in firing me 
and my colleagues,” he said. “It is 
disappointing that the Office of In­
dependent Counsel, which is 
charged with enforcing the law, 
would not prosecute her simply 
because of a fear of what a Wash­
ington, D.C. Jury might do.”

The report, released just 20 days 
before the election, is expected to 
be raised by Republicans in that 
closely fought race. The first lady 
dismissed the findings at a cam­
paign stop in Syracuse, N.Y.

“Most New Yorkers and Amer­
icans have made up their minds 
about this,” she said. Asked wheth­
er she was concerned about the re­
port’s release so close to the elec­
tion, she said, “That’s something I 
have no control over.”

Her Republican opponent, Rep. 
Rick Lazio, told reporters, “We be­
lieve that character counts in pub­
lic service and ... we believe that 
integrity needs to be restored in

PHOTOCOP/ 
PRESERVAHOj

Hillary Rodham Clinton played 
a key role in the firings of seven 
White House travel office workers 
and later gave false testimony in 
denying her involvement, but she 
won’t be prosecuted.

Independent counsel Robert W. 
Ray, in a final report released yes­
terday, said the first lady’s sworn 
testimony denying any involve­
ment in the firings was “factually 
inaccurate.”

Nevertheless, he concluded he 
could not win a case against the 
first lady before a Washington jury, 
where the Clintons are popular 
and where juries have a history of 
leniency with defendants.

“The overwhelming evidence 
establishes that she played a role 
in the decision to fire the employ­
ees and provided input into that 
decision,” the report said. “Thus, 
her statement to the contrary 
der oath was factually false.

“The evidence, however, is in­
sufficient to show that Mrs. Clinton

Hillary role
in firings 
identified
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After memorial: Members of Petty Officer Marc Nieto’s family, front, comfort each other. Nieto was killed 
on the USS Cole. Behind them, Seaman Apprentice Andrew Nemeth, who was injured, hugs his mother.
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Leaders vow justice
for ‘act of pure evil’
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gave their lives in the service of a grateful country. 
“We mourn brothers and sisters, mothers, fathe
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and Jessie Halladay
USA TODAY

Clinton 
salutes the 

survivors, 1A
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By Steve Helber, AP

faps: A sailor plays his trumpet at the end of a me- 
norial service at Norfolk Naval Station.
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By Mario Tama, Agence France-Presse 

Eulogy: "All of these very different Americans, all 
with their different stories, their lifelines and their 
love ties, answered the same call of service.”

-TO

■CT.wa
J' T*

we mourn brothers and sisters, mothers, fathers 
and those who will never be mothers and fathers,” 
Danzig said. “We grieve because we couldn't protect 
them. Instead, they died protecting us.”

Cohen called the terrorist attack, simply, “an act of 
pure evil.”

“Death snatched them away in one violent, un­
suspecting moment while they were making sure 
America and its friends slept easily in a dangerous 
world,” Cohen said. He warned those responsible for 
the bombing, “Our search for you will be relentless.”

The apparent suicide bombing tore a hole in the 
ship’s, side Oct. 12. In addition to the 17 killed or pre­
sumed dead, 39 sailors were injured. Two of the most 
seriously wounded remain hospitalized overseas, but 
36 of the 37 who had been transported to the Naval 
Medical Center in nearby Portsmouth attended the 
service, some on stretchers and in wheelchairs.

Capt. Martin Snyder, a senior attending physician, 
said that “for a lot of them, this is closure.”

Before the service, Clinton met with the injured sail­
ors and with 85 family members of the sailors killed in 
the attack. Clinton traveled with top administration of­
ficials and daughter Chelsea. First lady Hillary Clinton 
joined them in Norfolk. -------------------------------

At memorial for sailors, 
Clinton and military 
officials promise that 
America’s search for those 
behind bombing of USS 
Cole will be relentless

NORFOLK - During a solemn ceremony attended 
by thousands of mourners Wednesday, President Clin­
ton and top military officials vowed to bring to justice 
those responsible for killing 17 sailors aboard the USS 
Cole in Yemen last week.

“America will not stop
standing guard for peace and
freedom in the Middle East
or throughout the world,”
Clinton told mourners, in­
cluding 36 survivors of the
attack, their families and the
families and friends of those killed.

“Those who perpetrated this act,” warned Gen. 
Henry Shelton, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
"should never forget that America’s memory is long.”

The hour-long service at the Norfolk Naval Station 
included speeches by Clinton, Shelton, Defense Secre­
tary William Cohen and Navy Secretary Richard Dan­
zig. They remembered the fallen sailors as heroes who

L, *

• -. 3..

a
*

I



A6 Thursday, October 19, 2,000 NATIONAL NEWS The Washington Post

Report Cites Clinton Part in Travel Office Firings
First Lady Made ‘Inaccurate’Statements, but Evidence of Illegality Was Insufficient, Counsel Says

In New York yesterday, CEnton

ing to Ray, is that there is “in-

■■

I
By Bill Miller

Washington Post Staff Writer
were lawful and the decision to re­
move the travel office employees 
was made by White House staff, 
not the first lady.”

The travel office probe was one 
of three investigations completed 
by Ray in recent months. In 
March, he announced that his of­
fice had determined that no crimes 
were committed by Clinton admin­
istration officials who obtained 
hundreds of FBI personnel files of

The evidence is insufficient to 
show that Hillary Clinton “know­
ingly intended to influence the 
Travel Office decision or was 
aware that she had such influence 
at this early stage of the Adminis­
tration,” Ray wrote in the 243- 
page report.

In a written response appended 
to the report, Hillary Clinton’s at­
torney, David E. Kendall, said 
Ray’s contention that she made

employees hired in the Reagan and 
Bush administrations. And last 
month, he said he will not prose­
cute President Clinton and Hillary 
Clinton on charges stemming from 
the Whitewater real estate deal 
and other Arkansas business trans­
actions.

Ray is moving forward with a 
grand jury probe concerning the 
president’s statements on the 
Monica S. Lewinsky matter.

S DM VA
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factually false and inaccurate state­
ments was “highly unfair and mis­
leading.” Kendall wrote that Ray’s 
report concluded that Hillary Clin­
ton “may not even have been 
aware of any influence she may 
have had on the firing decision.”

At the White House, spokesman 
Jake Siewert said the report “con­
firms what we have long said: 
There were financial impropri­
eties in the travel office, the firings

BY BRAD RICKERBY—REUTERS

Hillary Rodham Clinton said in June 
she was glad the probe was over.

First lady Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton played a key part in the firings 
of White House travel office em­
ployees and made “factually in­
accurate” statements to investiga­
tors when she denied a role in the 
matter, an independent counsel 
said yesterday in a report that re­
visited one of the first major con­
troversies of the Clinton adminis­
tration.

Independent counsel Robert W. 
Ray said Hillary Clinton was likely 
the driving force behind the 1993 
firings, even though she insisted 
she had no role. But Ray reported 
that he could not prove to a jury 
that Clinton either knowingly lied 
or obstructed justice during a se­
ries of investigations into the mat­
ter.

According to Ray, Clinton 
might not have realized that her 
concerns about the office led aides 
to fire the entire travel staff.

Ray’s decision to end a five-year 
investigation without criminal 
charges was announced in June, 
when he submitted a report on the 
travel office probe to a special 
three-judge panel. The report itself 
remained under seal until yester­
day, when the panel from the U.S. 
Court of Appeals unanimously 
agreed to make it public, along 
with the written responses from 
Clinton’s lawyer and others, which 
were submitted in recent weeks.

The latest development comes 
as the first lady enters the final 
stretch of her Senate campaign in 
New York, where she is in a tight 
race with Rep. Rick Lazio (R).

“We ... knew that there would 
be hell to pay if ... we failed to 
take swift and decisive action in 
conformity with the First Lady’s 
wishes,” Watkins wrote. He added 
in the memo that then-deputy 
White House counsel Vincent Fos­
ter and Hollywood producer Harry 
Thomason—a friend of the Clin­
ton family—pressured him to act.

From the start, Hillary Clinton 
said she had voiced concerns be­
fore the dismissals about the alle­
gations of financial mismanage­
ment and recommended that 
appropriate action be taken. But 
she denied playing a role or having 
any input in the firings when ques­
tioned under oath in a deposition 
taken by Starr’s prosecutors in Ju­
ly 1995.

Ray said her statements were 
“factually false,” noting that she 
had eight separate discussions 
about the issue with Watkins, 
then-White House Chief of Staff 
Thomas F. “Mack” McLarty, Fos­
ter and Thomason. However, Ray 
said he is -tnable to show t^at Clin­
ton ordered Watkins to act or had 
the other aides communicate her 
wishes to him.

in the office. But soon after the fir­
ings, the White House began back- 
pedaling. Five employees were giv­
en other jobs and one retired. Billy 
Ray Dale, the office’s former direc­
tor, was charged with embezzle­
ment but acquitted.

The firings led to a series of oth­
er investigations by the General 
Accounting Office, Congress and, 
finally, an independent counsel. 
Kenneth W. Starr began investi­
gating the matter in 1995; Ray suc­
ceeded him in the job a year ago 
and wrapped up the probe.

Ray concluded that the firings 
were legal, noting that the employ­
ees were political appointees who 
could be removed without cause 
and that the concerns about fi­
nancial problems were legitimate. 
He next turned to the question of 
who triggered the dismissals, and 
whether Hillary Clinton had at­
tempted to illegally cover up her 
role in the matter.

Investigators reviewed, among 
other things, a 1993 draft memo 
from Watkins in which he said he 
reluctantly fired the travel office 
employees at Hillary Clinton’s “in­
sistence.”

noted that she had said in June 
that she was glad Ray’s investiga­
tion was over “after all these years 
and mihions of dohars. IjeaUy 
have nothing to add to that.”

Lazio told reporters that “we be­
lieve that character counts in pub­
lic service.”

The report provided few new 
details, but offered the first de- 
tailed analysis of Ray’s view that 
no criminal prosecutions are war­
ranted. The bottom line, accord­
ing to Ray, is that there is “in­
sufficient evidence” to support 
charges.

The investigation delved into al­
legations that Clinton and David 
Watkins, a former White House 
administration chief, lied or ob­
structed justice in connection with 
their 1995 statements about the 
May 1993 firings of seven travel 
office employees. The employees, 
responsible for arranging press 

•travel, were fired and replaced 
with Clinton friends and relatives. 
Congressional critics said the fir­
ings appeared motivated by crony­
ism.

Watkins had said that he acted 
after outside auditors found evi­
dence of financial mismanagement
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Hillary coasting to victoryw But now, Gotham favors Guiliani /
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i

 ?"S >

A Fiahtin’ Al

1

/

RRESE'RVATl

&

1 Gore is running for the 
wrong office. So often did 
he talk about “fighting”

Giuliani. The tough, abrasive 
mayor who cleaned up the city 
that everyone assumed no one 
could ever make livable again is 
probably still as tough and abra­
sive as he ever was, and that was 
enough to make a lot of New York­
ers grow tired of him. He wasn’t 
showing nearly as well in the pub- 
lic opinion polls last January as he 
shows today. But he was available

ly that makes him more attractive 
now.

Not with everybody, of course. 
Some of the Republican barons 
here in New York are sympathet­
ic, but only up to a point, with his 
health concerns. They notice how 
healthy he looks, and how 
unhealthy Rick Lazio’s numbers 
look. “He wanted to be a candidate 
for the Senate badly,” the wise-

_______  „ r    . He continues: “Not since
iyvotera'polied for New York mag- where she goes. Michael Wolff, Richard Nixon has the essential

crack about Mr. Lazio goes, “and 
he got his wish, he is running 
badly.” They grumble that if the 
mayor isn’t history already he’ll be 
history long before his term ends 
on New Year’s Day 2002, and it 
serves him right for letting their 
side down.

Even if he had lost, the barons 
generally agree, the mayor would 
have had a future in the party, per­
haps as a candidate for governor 
two years hence. But now, though 
he is not yet 60, his history is over.

His health aside, His Honor 
may be more astute than his crit­
ics. When everyone was saying 
that Hillary’s carpetbagger status

shows. She appears to have worn She would have done it (or 
 away at least a little of the emo- endured it), don’t you agree?” 

heidtoday, 49 percent of 600 like- tional animus that dogs her every-  He continues: “Not since

at the top of the agenda), turns out 
to be the perfect celebrity candi­
date, famous for being famous and 
forgiven for everything because 
she is famous, and nowhere is this 
more appreciated than in the city 
that imagines itself to be the man­
ufacturing center for celebrities 
and fashions. And what is fashion, 
after all, if not the yearning for 
something you can’t have?

Hillary Clinton was actually made 
for New York. Besides, calling a 
Southerner, even a pseudo-South- 
erner from Illinois via Arkansas, 
a carpetbagger bends irony out of 
shape.

When New York magazine’s 
pollsters asked 600 professionals 
from across the state for their 
impressions of the two Senate can­
didates, they got interesting

J

would think that protecting the asserting that they would be the 
existing education cartel and the primary beneficiaries of Mr. 
teachers unions that profit from it Bush’s proposed tax cut. It’s a

answers. Reporters, editors and 
others from newspapers, televi­
sion stations, magazines and book 
houses by the expected over­
whelming margin (62 to 25 per­
cent) like the first lady best. 
Despite her debacle with the 
health care initiative, so do sur­
geons, physicians and various 
medical administrators (60 to 35 
percent). Tkial lawyers like her, 
and so do “fashionistas” and Madi­
son Avenue hypesters. Only on 
Wall Street does Rick Lazio have 
more friends than the first lady, 
and there by only a razor-thin mar­
gin (54 to 52 percent).

r  The first lady, whatever her pol-
 would kill her in Gotham, the itics (still evolving, with the trade- 

then, and he isn’t now, so natural- mayor might have known better, mark Clinton self-interest always11 '

humanity (does she think 
what we think, feel what 
we feel, bleed what we 
bleed?) of a politician been 
so much the underlying 
issue.”

This is ironic, because 
Hillary’s first real job out 
of Yale Law School was a 
position on the Senate 
committee studying the 
impeachment possibilities 
against Richard Nixon. So 
maybe the old school yard 
taunt, flung back at bully- 

_____  _ ing accusers, is right: “It
The Washington Times, is national- wrenching, painful, shameful takes one to know one.” (And my 
ly syndicated. Her column appears thing she could have done (or had daddy can lick your daddy.) 
here Monday and Thursday. done to her) to have gotten this far? Which brings us back to Rudy

NEW YORK CITY. 
------------anting what you 

can’t have is only 
human, but it’s a 
phenomenon per­
fected in New York. 

Only yesterday Rudy Giuliani was 
the Senate candidate everyone 
loved to “dis.”

Not now. If the election were

azine say they would love to vote writing in New York mag- 
for the mayor. Only 42 percent azine, even sees the first 
would vote for Hillary Rodham lady as this generation’s
Clinton. Richard Nixon: She won’t

This seven-point margin mir- ever escape the scorn of 
rors almost exactly the polling per- half the population 
centages in the race between because so many people
Hillary and Rick Lazio, the actual see in her their own “dark 
Republican candidate. Only it’s the side.” That seems to be 
first lady who appears to be coast- OK with the other half, 
ing toward a victory next month. , Z2:

Hillary has been campaigning gation, or accusation
nonstop for nearly a year, and it about Hillary becomes, if SllZanne 

not the truth, a working
--------------------- -------------------------- metaphor,” he writes. riclus

Suzanne Fields, a columnist for “What is the most

L r 11
1


