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Hillary Clinton and Lazio Clash

On Donations, Taxes and Trust

Rivals for the Senate on Attack From the Start

BUFFALO, Sept. 13 — Hillary
Rodham Clinton and Representative
Rick A. Lazio slashed into each other
for nearly 60 minutes in a nationally
televised debate tonight, attacking
each other’s credentials, integrity

@ | anid political views. Near the de-
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*,‘M%'.ge’s end, Mr. Lazio crossed the
. & cxsetothefirst lady, waving a piece
“F5\ aper in his hand as he unsuccess-
v challenged her to sign a pledge
i uncing the use of soft money in
ampaign.

» two candidates for United

s Senate, in their first debate,
ed in what may well have been
ost raucous meeting of two

dates for statewide office in
{ York in a generation.

Lazio, viewing the debate as
st chance yet to introduce him-
) New York voters, took after
Clinton from the very first
{ ; ion and hammered her at virtu-
James Estrin/The New York Times Very opportunity for the rest of

During a debate last night Representative Rick A. Lazio asked Hillary Jurlong program. He attacked

; ; : s untrustworthy, mocked her
g of soft money. 2
Rodham Clinton to sign a pledge renouncing the use X‘wmpt o e e

state where she has never before
lived, and at one point grew visibly
angry as he described her as ‘‘be-
yond shameless.”

For her part, the first lady repeat-
edly sought to link Mr. Lazio to the
policies of Newt Gingrich, the former
House speaker, noting that Mr. Lazio
voted with Republicans in shutting
down the government in 1994. She
attacked what she described as his
“reckless’ plan to cut taxes by at
least $770 billion.

But perhaps the most striking mo-
ment of the evening came not with
Mr. Lazio and Mrs. Clinton, but with
the first lady and the host of the
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NBC's Sunday program ‘‘Meet the
Press.” He showed a videotape from
the “Today" program of Jan. 27,
1998, in which Mrs. Clinton, just after
the Lewinsky scandal broke, de-
fended her husband and denied the
allegations that he had had an affair
with a White House intern, Mr. Russ-
ert asked Mrs. Clinton if she regret-
ted ‘“‘misleading the American peo-
ple’ and if she would ‘‘now apologize
for branding people as part of a vast
right-wing conspiracy.”

Mrs. Clinton, who has declined to
appear as a guest on ‘“‘Meet the
Press,”” appeared shaken by the
question. Her eyes turned downward
and her face tightened.

“Well you know Tim, that was a
very, a very painful time for me, for
my family and for our country,” she
said quietly. “It is something that |
regret deeply that anyone had to go
through.

“I've tried to be as forthcoming as
I could, given the circumstances that

Continued on Page A25
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Senate Rivals Hold Back Little in Debate

Continued From Page Al

I faced,” she said, her eyes still
downcast. “‘Obviously I didn’t mis-
lead anyone. I didn’t know the truth.
And there’s a great deal of pain
associated with that and my husband
has certainly acknowledged that and
made it clear that he did mislead the
country as well as his family.”

The exchange came in a debate
that had been viewed as a critical
juncture for both sides — and partic-
ularly for Mr. Lazio, who seemed
intent on erasing any doubt among
Republicans about the vigor he
might bring to this contest against
Mrs. Clinton. And there was no doubt
that Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Lazio had
arrived with the intent of getting out
one central charge against the other.

Mrs. Clinton mentioned Mr. Ging-
rich a half-dozen times. “Time and
time again, when he’s had a choice to
make, particularly at the critical
turning point when our country was
really on the line with Newt Ging-
rich’s Contract with America, he
stood with the Republican leadership
and Newt Gingrich,”” Mrs. Clinton
said of Mr. Lazio.

Mr. Lazio’s use of repetition re-
volved around the words ““trust’’ and
‘‘character,” painting Mrs. Clinton
with the same broad accusations
that Republicans have used against
her husband. ‘At the heart of this
campaign are two critical issues:
character and trust,” Mr. Lazio said
in his closing statement. ‘“‘They’ve
come up all night. Now, the measure
of someone’s character and trust is
not what you say; it’s what you actu-
ally do.’

Both Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Lazio
arrived with presidential-campaign-
size squadrons of aides and support-
ers, in a city where a presidential-
campaign-size squadron of reporters
had descended. Mr. Lazio’s cam-
paign kept up a constant patter of e-
mails to reporters attacking Mrs.
Clinton during the debate, and both
candidates and their aides — not
surprisingly — declared victory once
they were done.

A number of Republicans had said
that Mr. Lazio, who remains a rela-
tively unknown quantity in the state,
had more to gain — and to prove —
with the presumably huge audience
he found tonight. And Mr. Lazio fair-
ly leapt from behind the lectern as he
went after the first lady, not even
backing away when Mr. Russert
gave him a chance to follow up on
Mrs. Clinton’s reply to her husband'’s
infidelities.

“I think that, frankly, what’s so
troubling here with respect to what
my opponent just said, is somehow

that it only matters what you say
when you get caught,” Mr. Lazio
said. “‘And character and trust is
about, well, more than that. And
blaming others every time you have
responsibility? Unfortunately, that’s
become a pattern, I think, for my
opponent. And it’s something that 1|
reject and I believe that New York-
ers reject. We can do well better.”
The first lady did anything but
turn the other cheek, even though
Mr. Lazio attacked first. In answer to
the initial question, Mr. Lazio at-
tacked Mrs. Clinton’s effort to advo-
cate a national health care system,
saying that ‘“a New Yorker would
have never made that'proposal’’ and
that ‘‘the bottom line is, it would
have been terrible for New York."”
Mrs. Clinton used Mr. Lazio’s re-
sponse to introduce one of her domi-
nant themes of the evening. ‘“Well,
you know Tim, listening to the con-
gressman’s response reminds me of

Squabbling aside,
two different views
of what government

should do.

a word I’ve heard a lot of this past
year: chutzpah,” she said. ‘‘He
stands here and tells us that he’s a
moderate, mainstream, independent
member of Congress. Well, in fact, he
was a deputy whip to Newt Gingrich.
He voted to shut the government
down. He voted to cut $270 billion
from Medicare. He voted for the big-
gest education cuts in our history."”

Mr. Lazio returned to the attack
two questions later, in response to a
question posed to him about the up-
state economy. “Well, I have to go
back to Mrs. Clinton’s last remark
because it has to redefine the word
chutzpah,” he said. ‘“Mrs. Clinton,
you of all people shouldn’t try to
make guilt by association. Newt
Gingrich isn’t running in this race.
I'm running in this race. Let’s talk
about my record.”

At times, the debate here seemed
on the verge of spinning beyond even
Mr. Russert’s control, particularly
when Mr. Lazio yanked the soft mon-
ey pledge from his pocket. Debate
organizers later said that Mr. Lazio
broke one of the debate rules against
using props, though Mr. Lazio’s ad-
visers said they would make no apol-
ogies.

The pledge produced by Mr. Lazio

called on the candidates to renounce
the use of soft money, the largely
unregulated campaign contributions
that have proven to be a major bene-
fit for the first lady. Mrs. Clinton has
raised almost $22 million for her
campaign, both through millions in
soft money and in direct contribu-
tions, and Mr. Lazio has accumulat-
ed about $19 million.

Mr. Lazio has, so far, not set up
any soft-money fund-raising commit-
tees on his behalf. However, he has
benefited from spending by inde-
pendent committees, which have
been running ads in New York at-
tacking Mrs. Clinton. The first lady
has said that she is willing to re-
nounce the use of soft money, provid-
ing that Mr. Lazio obtains ‘‘signed
agreements’’ from those committees
promising not to advertise in New
York or those sending ‘“‘mean mail’’
soljcitations.

In truth, a number of political ana-
lysts have suggested, Mrs. Clinton
and Mr. Lazio were probably more
interested in winning political advan-
tage than in actually changing cam-
paign finance projects. At the end of
the exchange, the two talked over
each another, with Mr. Lazio stand-
ing trying to press the piece of paper
into Mrs. Clinton’s hand, and Mrs.
Clinton trying to get Mr. Lazio to
shake her hand on the broader pro-
posal she was making.

“You know, I admire that,” she
said. “That was a wonderful per-
formance and [ —— "'

“Well, why don’t you just sign it?’"’
Mr. Lazio demanded.

“And you, and you did it very
well,”" Mrs. Clinton said, ignoring his
demands.

“I’m not asking you to admire it,”
Mr. Lazio said. “I’'m asking you to
sign it.”

For much of the evening, Mrs.
Clinton was serious; she did not
smile often. By contrast, Mr. Lazio
pulsated while smiling; one of Mrs.
Clinton's advisers suggested later
that he was almost smirking. -

Through all the squabbling, Mrs.
Clinton and Mr. Lazio offered clearly
different views of what government
should do and what they would do in
the Senate. Mr. Lazio advocated
large tax cuts as a way of invigorat-
ing the economy, and school vouch-
ers to help the nation’s education
system. Mrs. Clinton attacked those
as a threat to the nation’s prosperity.

And they sparred, but steered
around, the issue of whether a con-
victed spy, Jonathan Pollard, should
be granted clemency — a situation
favored by many Jews. Both candi-
dates said they did not have access to
classified information needed to of-
fer an informed opinion.
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TO MARSHA BERRY

Firing arrows

Dems up, Repubs down.

B As autumn shows a bit of leg and elec-
tion and football seasons merge, a man'’s
thoughts tum to a more frequent firing of
conventional wisdom's arrows.

« Hillary Clinton — She is beginning
to benefit from the residual modern-day
Democratic . advantage, which is the
buffoonery of Republicans.

® Rick Lazio — See above. He lost that
debate last week, which 1s to be distin-
guished from Hillary’s winning. He failed
On SO many counts.

Heoverplayed a stunt, tnvading Hillary’s
space to appear to badger if not bully her
about signing a pledge not to accept soft
money. The ploy was hollow to begin with,
since Republicans perfected soft money and
have come (o rely in recent years on another
cnd-run about campaign finance restrictions,
meaning the attack ads by so-called “inde-
pendent groups.”

Anyway, Lazio's eschewing soft money
1s a futile auempt to ingratiate with John
McCain voters. What Lazio and others don't
understand is that McCain didn’t capture
swing voters with message alone. He
captured them with iconoclastic policy as
combined with heroic biography, each
complementing the other. If youdon 't have
the heroic biography, you can'tso easily sell
the iconoclastic policy.

For the most part his policies are lesser
imitations of Gore's — some prescription
drug help, butnot as much, and some invest-
ment in schools, but not as much. An excep-
tion is his big tax cut that Americans don't
want.

Bush’s one domestic issue advantage
might be his plan to reform and update
Social Security to allow a private invest-
ment component. But it’s a tough sell. It
would be pretty easy to stir up fears about
it, and Democrats certainly know how to do
that.

-« Joe Lieberman — At the risk of over-
statement, I must say that polls suggest this
man has done nothing less than unitc
Amcrican Christians and Jews undcr a
banner of God and sharcd values. In the
process he’s reconnected Democrats with
religious people who went Republican after
Carter.
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And another thing: When Hillary fired
that tired old line at him about being an ally
of Newt Gingrich, Lazio shot back that she,
of all pcople, shouldn't accuse anyone of
guilt by association. He seemed hy that to
plead guilty both to an association with

Gingrich and to some-
thing sinful about ever
having agreed with the
guy. Worse, though, was

| think Al Gore

TO MARSHA BERRY P.B3-03

® Dick Cheney — Once a finc
congressman and later an even better White
House chief of staff and secretary of defense,
he is an' unmitigated disaster as a
campaigner. It's a l‘on'g‘ and bumpy ride on
that golden parachute from the corporate
board room (o the
campaign hinterfands.

@ Jay Dickey — He
wants to cast Mike Ross

the apparcnt suggestion won the race as a liberal by saying
that Hillary bears guilt % 7 that regardless of what
by association with on OPl'ah he says, Ross takes
Bill's sins. My good- and”l_etterman.” money from Clintons

ness. Every woman

and Kennedys and that

whose husband ever
messed around on her

and lied about it had reason to resent that

little Lazio salvo.

He ought to hit her on that cosmic-
proportioned blunder she committed both
in political and policy terms with that health
plan in 1993-94, since it reveals her spec-
tacular failings in style and substance in the
government arcna. Otherwise he ought to
let her arrogance and audacity speak for
themselves, as they do and as they inevitably

will.

loose, confident, funny.

he needed to avold.. . . - .

o Al Gore — [ think he won the race
on “Oprah” and “Letterman.” The rascal’s

@ Gcorge W. Bush — Now that the
character tactic has flopped and compas-
sionatc conservatism has been trumped by
competent centrism, he intends to run the
race on issues. Oh, no. That's the one thing

there'll be a cerrtain
“quid pro quo.” But he
fumbled so badly on “quid pro quo™ that
you'd have thought it was George W. talking.

And another thing: Dickey continues to
boast of not taking money from political
action committecs, even as he is awash in
soft money flowing from the party and inde-
pendent groups. Little Rock’s city fathers
could tell him a thing or two about how well
voters react (o shell games.

@ Uscd car salesmen — Bless their
hearts. A player for Boise State called
Houston Nuttone. and Arkies fell over each
other to rush to their coach’s defense against
such slander. My man Bubba McCoy over
at Bubba’'s Auto Emporium, formerly
Bubbu's Tote-the-Note, is stcaming. &3

John Brummett ts a colunnist and reporter
for Donrey News in Little Rock. His e-muail
addresy 5 jbrummert @ donreynews.com.
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Is Hillary Clinton Glowing? .

CONTINUED FROM PAaGL
s detimtedy andible.even sk W here
M Lazio’s Manstream Express Wares
Willie BNelson's “On the Road Ngam.”™ ihe
Hillary camp scems to e humming. ever so
sottly, anunprompiu tune that goes sone-
thing like: “Gol. she maght acmally win.”
Forallihe kot lngh negatives and law on
thusiasmz-her problem with Jewish verers
andwhitewormnen and nitide chanvimsts: her
hesitantcampagitsiyle, herunwaeldy can-
pangu siaft. herever-hungry campaign col -
fers. there do seem to be some blades ol
greengrass peclang through the frozen -
dra ofayear below 30 percent. She sull s a
Denocrwe candidate. thissall s o Denxcrun
staie, she mught actuatly wn,

“lthas nothing todo wath e, sitid Dem-
ocraticcunsuliunt Hank Slmukop( “Isthe
Gore-Licherman hatoetfece.” Well, perdiaps
onc ought give her son Ihmrg- fof showiny
upand |.\kmb shots these pastiwo years. but
there 1s no mttmizong the Gore-
Licbenman—aor raher. Gore-Licherman
halo—ea o which may a last have made
New York safe for i Sula Anstat-snwoclung
Democrat 1 endorse everyihmy he just
satd " Mes, Chinonsand dunng arecent vis-
1 she ande with the Vice Presidennal can-
didale to the Mark Twam School Tor the
Gilied and Talented i Brookiyn, She wis
seconding Mr. Lichenan's mnocuous an
SWET L0 INACUOUS (UESon Iroma youny
sident, butalso sucemetly suminanzmg
her campangn's plalosophy on omseach o
Jewssh New Yorkers

Thecampaign scems o 1obe pleening

abitcas ity g cua band new s et ea
hesta, wear sense At ket the waans
ate mnnmg < ime—orat east that the
Washington dispatches and the New Yok
dispatchers fimally have coordinted their
umetables. While such contentiment fie
quently grows Tromthe very nonon thanihe
campaign Wil be ending i o matter of
we ds adat may very wellemd victonous
ly. constderable credit is alse gven 1o ihe
preseiee m New York of Pat Solis- Doy,
the First Lady's longmne Wine Howe
scheduter: Descnibed as “sharp™ banh by
those who mean the word as a complimem
andthose swho donot. My Sohs-Doyle bas
been fundtional part ol the cannpingn trom
s incepuon. bur becamwe anofticial pan ol
st betore the Democrane Nanowal Con-
vention: Planted justoutaade the war rooniat
the campaign headyuarters on Sevemh A\v-
enue, My Solis-Doyle enjoy s the complete
trustand conndence ol the candidane.
theretore alevel of pamapatonin the cam-
pagnthat s top aificiatdesenbed as ol ™
Then there b tact that Mes: Clinton,
heing & Clinlon, o, an teastp unal ths
pomt, been funding remarkably good tortune
wherenemios Ts torune witlperistas lony
~ il Lazio campaign seenws to be Liboning
under the belicldutNew York swarg votens
can be poutded mlo hatng Mo Clinlon It
Was ronically enough, ansubstantive paanis
o the debale thal Mi Lazio came ofl hest
ad M. Clnoncankeoffwonst, Thosesub
stntive potnls cphanealty did nonmclude
the one i witich MeLazio'seemiede, wer to
skate over the econond hardship ol upsiate

IN THE FIRST OEBATE DETWEEN RICK LAZIO AND HILLARY CLINTON ON SEPT. 13,
MODERATOR TtM RUSSERT PLAYED A TAPE OF MRS. CLINTON FAMOUSLY OEFEND-
ING HER HUSBAND OM THE TODAY SHOW.MR. RUSSERT ASKED MRS, CLINTON If
SHE REGRETTEO "MISLEADING THEC AMERICAN PCOPLE."” VISIBLY SHAKEN, MRS.
CLINTON SAID "UM" 23 TIMES AS SHE CXPLAINED THAT SHC HAO BELIEVED WHAT

HEH HUSOANO TOLD HER. LATCR, MR,

LLAZIO CHALLENGED MAS. CLINTONTO

SIGN A PLEOGE TO UJAN SOFTMONEY FROM THE RACE: “SIGN IT! RIGHT NOW!" HE

DEMANDED. MRS,

CLINTON DEMURRED. LATER THAT WEEK, AT A G.O.P. CAM-

PAIGN STOP IN ROCHESTER, N.Y.. A SECOND-GRADER ASKLO MRA. LAZIO, “WHY
WCRE YOU FIGHTING WITH MRS, CLINTON?"

e P

Now Yok adnl S Cluen oo
tonive el mteat Athannse oGtk lonly
wuttder why the wotds “Naro Chioma™=
which remam. turdv o intanly, sviony
wons wWith “econoane blight'™ to many up-
statcns— Faled o pass Medazo's lips

RUN SILENT. RUN DEEP

Bulmthe debare. as thronghout the cun
peangn whian e Fast Fady does it sy -
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Y NENCD S Ppostlions entnentenset puthic pal-
ey, paaticnlarly wsthey relae o New Yaik
wseems meresngdy clear than she snever
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the sangle most <abent guestion o ibe e
bate was ameny the feast remabed I
19)3-00 voapropoasedadeaithcud Tall tha
AGIG Py Contteversial i this state © Nh
Russeatasked s hecaledupavisual gaph
1 uotng Senalon bamel Panch Mosinbans
vethally graphic concems about theClaton
plan’s connicahions for eadhimg hospatals
NCW York “\Why did you proposecutting
the numberol doctens v 28 pencentud e
nmbxcr of speviahsts iy S0 pewent ™ T
question pretced the heator Mes. Clinton’s
recotd and heratiorales and <he did not
CVUNTY todswet at
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Kids, husehold inconie s what ”
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ather patier.
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LAZI0'S SHADOWS
When prov-chawe prigesters shadow Mg
Laztoen b campaigi i l—or “bird dog ™
I as NI Conlmpunit—ihey camy asign
nat esetmees alarpe black-and s lquesion
s ks the gresaion“ Wk anopgaee e
tchonee midges s ysalseihe gistof an
al.preslinced by Mr Shewhopt. thateonsa-
tred 2 iedtest, SEO000 Gable- TV ad buy
nnde m Juiy and tugeted w Long Island,
annd il the st ot o loconwe, pee-
st i va coftanetiey deal s stk (a
sale presatipiion s hsalide the gistas well
ot telephone cals e nnsintdes of women
ul ‘Illlﬁ:'\hlllh\' past T onths “linthe vext
w b kg s ot thon
.uuls at phone calls,” siud Rebet Jalte,
depuis ditcaier o) WARAL New Youk,
Tl plvmzcalls, e sallhe the prowd-
el pheme calls e organezanon stan
cd mabang mtebaian, ol hsts ipuichased
Trom P New York vl mdependentand
Republican woutm, . agzed 24 w044
\WCdit ik the Tidlary son-Rick ques-
e, sk M Jatte histead, volers
tacted m ety votuices andhinpat by a
wlemabenng i cabtad eletad=have
Peeanpshed wheonle s sl e suppseinge Vive
Presshan AL Gore o Gaoldernen Ge
Bush. They e then been asked whether
ey constder themiselyes o he pro-chowee. it
nol the Gallends. IEsodhe call contimaes,
unl ol the voter mdicues thanshe grats sonke
consiherihle warghttothe e inthe voung
hvorth, she s lor magor tollow - up m the
torm ot direa manland more calls
Notthatthey “re dong all thas fod Fillary.
Tudeosd i s case, the pores forma made pet-
denbexpendiite-culies pleast non-coop-
crauortwath aspecttecampaign actally his
the ring ol truth: the NARAL New York et
lort began when Naser Rudolph Gruhant
wassublimdie race. and the orgaunzation had
10 plans to make: anendosementmthe US
Setine race bundidhope o allectcatiwes.
aleastan the Tong enn “This s project
s sl bear it over a tong peniad of
e sand Manhatan Stae Sewaior Eue
Schneadennan, wha depicied the eitort as
e pro chorce mesvements atiemptiomake
criseomsueey e muli- purpose baiter-
g vt that the Nanonal Ratle \ssocianon
iy socitectively mude ol 1ts oa “Onee
they find someone who'swath themon their
e, ey dactietthem go ™
lithe shortienn, though e ivone ma-
jon eneterany o abh s wekependenee, il
she'sdetumtety o Denweral
Onanecent weekend mommg. a Lz
s plane was oo swoop over the
Pesches on b g Islased NARAENew Yok
bod planned o tag reghe behimd we with
Pl aled by the messige “RBewaes Rick
Fazionsaml pan chonee
Bath planes were gesanded due woome
viemeniwe e Buthuree dweckeatiaen, ey
will o didi ba goangnghn back upagam

&

SARTTL Y 4

ol

l)ﬂ(“,"e'f“.f'.(ﬂ“f

PRESHIIVATI






VOLUME 14 NUMBER 36

Is Hillary Glowing?
Lazio’s Performance
Slides Women Voters

Mrs. Clinton’s Team Is Having First Happy Moment!
Her Campaign’s Even Preening in Wake of Debate;
Rick Lazio’s Base Is Energized, But Hers Is Optimistic

By Tisu DurkIn

“We wanted to see how this whole soft-
money thingshakesout,” said Kelli Conlin,
executive director of the National Abor-
tion Rights Action League of New York.
“I actually got a letter
from Rick Lazio de-
mandingthat the minute
Hillary signs the pledge,
we must cease and desist
any electoral efforts on
behalf of the candidate.”

As is known to any-
one who waltched, read
or heardabout the debate
held in Buffalo,N.Y.,on
Sept. 13, the “soft-mon-
ey thing” to which Ms.
Conlin referred was the
specter of Representa-
tive Rick Lazio waving
a piece of paper that he
termed the “New York

“reedom from Soft Money Pact™ into the
milingly appalled face of Hillary Rodham
‘linton, who dcclined to sign it. Mrs.
‘lintonrefused to forego the use of unre-

ricted funds raised and spent by political
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HILLARY CLINTON

parties as opposed to political candidates,

unless and until Mr. Lazio provided proof
that he had called off the well-funded in-
dependent-expenditure dogs braying on

his behalf. Ever since,

the moment has been

hailed as one of the
two when undecided
volers, particularly
women, could be heard
sliding from “‘maybe"”
to “no"” on the Lazio
meter. (The other mo-
ment, of course, was
when moderator Tim
Russert played clips of
Mrs. Clinton on the
Today Show, and Mr.
Lazio. rather than hit
a homerunby playing
the gentleman, struck
out by playing the
bully.)

But if it comes to fruition, what Ms.
Conlin was hinting at is a hope of much
greater importance to Team Hillary than
the hope that women will remember Mr.
Lazioas a fellow whodoesn’t know how to
trcata lady. The hope is that voters will get
to know Mr. Lazio as a fellow whodoesn’t

know how to treat some womenon the is-

sue of choice.

Ms. Conlin said her organization will
spend approximately $500,000 (o identify,
educate and turn out pro-choice female
swing votersin thestate’s suburban battle-

Hillary the Martyr?
Greg Sargent and Josh Benson,
Page 8.
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Gore’s MTV Culture War

CONTINVED FROM PAGE 1
there were “X-rated jokes told with the
Vice President of the United States sitting
there. withthe Vice Presidenthopeful siting
there.” And. added Ms. Cheney., “it's quile
amazing tome that they would gotosuchan
cvent,arcal X-rated event, onthe very day
that they are condemming people for mar-
keting X-rated materials toour Kids.™

Ms. Cheney was picking up where she had
leftolf a day before the concert. when she
had spoken ata Senate hearing that had
been arranged to discuss a newly released
Federal Trade Commussion report which
concluded that adult-oriented entertain-
ment was oftenmarketed to teenagers and
children. Mr. Gore and Mr. Licherman re-
sponded to the ET.C. report by devasing a
planthat gave Hollywood six months to get
usact ogetheror Lace regulation. But when
cight of the entertauinment-company' exec-
utives invited to attend the Senate hearing
did not show. Washington went on the at-
tack—and though the disc ussion was sup-
poscd 1o be limited to marketing. the criti-
cisins olten extended (o content, with Ms.
Chency specifically tuking Mr. Weinstein to
task for not showing up. and for the tilm
Kids. This. even though Miranxax—no
doubt sensitive o Mr. Wemstein's active
role in the Gore-Licberinan campaign—
had respondedtathe FT.C. report by rush-
ing out voluntary revisions ol its markel-
ing guidelines

Then. hours betore the D.N.C. concent,
Republican National Conunittee chiirman
Jim Nicholson stood in fromt of Radio City
Music Halland accused the Gone-Lichenman
ticket of hypocrisy for aking u stand
against Hollywood then taking money
from such show-business guys as Messrs
Weinstem. Sykesand Wenner.

tnthese NC-17 clays, " X-rated™ isaterm
thatconjuresup the 70°s, Manlyn Chamibers.
and. by association, the suft, uncomfort-
able Nixon administration. And in usmg
that term no less than three times to de-
scnbe the D.N.C. concert, Ms. Cheney. for
better or worse, appearcd to be recycling
the stale but. thanks to Willian Safire. more
clever strategy of Spiro Agnew's reference
1o the “eflete coms ofimpudent snobs™ in the
media who were opposing the Vietnam
War. Or maybe she was channeling Dan
Quayle’s criticism of the “culwral clite”
who saw no problem with Murphy Brown
being a single mother.

Rolling Stone publisher Jann Wenner with Aland Tipper Gore at the Democratic National Cunven-

they gave 1t 1o the wile ol the vice presi-
dential candidate to blurtout. It they were
really tryimg to make an issue out ol it it
would be connng Irom George or trom Ch-
cney himisell”

The gatherimg ol
three ol the Eagles.
Don Henley. Tamothy
B. Schimtand Glenn
Frey, was another
high point. but, truth
be told. the trio's
three-song sct, which
included Mr. Henley's
“Boys of Summer.”
as well as “Peacetul
Easy Feeling™ and
*Desperado™ evoked
aosexy, hosialgic
mowd  that seemed
more intune with Bill
Clinton  than  Mr.
Gore.  (Could  this
have had something
to do with the video
camera person—
what icam were they
on anyway?—cich-
ing Hillary Cimton
looking like a dead
mackerel during their
performance.) The
Eagles may be seri-
ous old men now,
consigned o the V-
I playlist. but you

O M ARG CUETIS

liun concertat Radio City Music Hall on Sept. 14,

Ns Treciokas, Mr. Legmzamodechined to
comment on the matier, “We're notgoing o
further the Republican agenda.™ sad Ms
[reciokas. She added that*“The Democrat-
1c panty shouldt not be implicated i this,
JohnisaNew York comedian and he went
oft-book, It's subjectto mterpretation what
one person thiks s funny.™

Indecd. according to Mr. Wennet. who
wis sittnga seat away tromhe Vice Pies
wdent. Me. Gore “did not appreciate {Mr.
Legmzamo’s] performance. Lean tell you
that.” But he added. “The rest was line.”

leagne assholes really love that.”

Ms. Midler tried to move on, but the
crowd caught her allusion to George W,
Bush's remark ahout New York Times re-
porter Addam Clymer. and reacted enthusi-
astically.

M. Midler beamed, "I'mso excited at the
prospect of electing Aland Joe,” she siud,
“Ihey're going to roll up therr sleeves and
digus out of this cultural morass that we've
been i for so many years. I know you find
this very hard 10 helieve. but 1 personally
canot wait for the day whenitis socially un-

MTV Networks Chairman Tom Freston (center) shows CBS Television chief Les Moomes
and Viacom president Mel Karmazin around the MTV Music Awandson Sept. 7.

©. %1 0AVE ALLOGCA

look in their cyes and
you know they once
5 dicl ali the decadent
things thatrock "n” rollers did. Andit MTV
had come along a decade carlier. they
would have been all over it
In that sense. you could say that Mr.
Clinton was the MTV president, and Mr,
Gore, ifhe's elected. will be the VH-1 can-
didate. The group that followed Ms. Midler.
the geezer brigade of Crosby Sulls & Nash,
seemed more Mr, Gore's speed as did Paul
Simon and his very large band. which
lodked like M. Simon had picked them up
atthe U.N. cafeteria. They knew their stut?,
but took thim zsa bit oo seriousiv.
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OLYMPICS

From page Al

— medals that would have drawn
them even with the Americans in
the gold count.

The Australian 4x200 freestyle
relay team, led by O'Neill, was
'heavily favored going into that
race.

. But the American women —.
+Samantha Arsenault, Diana Munz,
Lindsay Benko and Thompson —
edged the Australians. They set an
Olympic record of 7 minutes, 57.80
seconds, just beating the Austral-
ians and breaking the old mark by
more than two seconds. The vic-
tory gave the American women
four golds in two days.

The victory also gave Thompson
another piece of history and put a
golden finish on games that began
with a bit of tarnish.

Thompson created controversy
before the games with a provoca-
tive, topless pose (her fists cover-
ing her breasts) in Sports Illus-
trated. She finished last night as
the winningest female swimmer
ever.

The victory gave Thompson
seven golds for her career, one
more than German Kristin Otto.
All seven of those golds came in
relays. Her only individual medal
‘was a silver in the 100 freestyle at
the 1992 Barcelona Games.

“People shouldn't say anything
about that,” Munz said. “Who else
| 'has seven gold medals? That’s in-
| credible. She’s the best anchor
| swimmerthere's ever been.”

Said Thompson: “I’'m not think-
ing about gold medals. I'm trying
to take these events day by day.”

Hyman considered quitting
competitive swimming in May be-
cause of sinus and performance

problems. She had used an under-
water fish-kick style that was
banned in 1998. Hyman, forced to
change her style, fared badly. US.
coach Richard Quick talked her
out of quitting, she qualified for the
Olympic team and improved
greatly at the pre-Sydney training
camp.

“To come this far since May is
really a credit to my support peo-
ple,” she said. “There are so many
people who supported me, and it’s
been their love and prayers that
got me here.”

She won in the best race of her
life. She had never broken 2 min-
utes, 9.08 seconds in the event
coming into the games. But she led
O’Neill by a body length before
winning and discovering her
astonishing time. “Oh, my God,”
she mouthed over and over.

Australians finished second in
both races, and the pressure they
felt to win gold in a swim-crazed
country was apparent.

Michael Klim felt as bad as his
mates on the women'’s team. The
outspoken Australian finished
fourth in the 100-meter freestyle,
behind gold medal winner Pieter
van den Hogenband of the Nether-
lands, Alexander Popov of Russia
and — the crowning embarrass-
ment — American Gary Hall Jr.

Klim and Hall warred before the
games. Hall predicted the Amer-
icans would “smash them like gui-
tars,” and Klim called Hall a “drug
cheat” When the Australians de-
feated the U.S. team in 800-meter
freestyle relay on Tuesday, the
swimmers mocked Hall by
strumming on imaginary guitars.

Klim said last night he gave it
“my best shot.”

e The article is based in part on
wire service reports
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TODAY’S HEADLI

Vietnam memorial conferenc¢
Nebraska Republican, and Rep. Jc
Democrat, announce legislation to
Education Center for visitors to the
Location: Steps of the Lincoln Men
202/224-4224.

Energy hearing — 1 p.m. — Tt
Committee holds a hearing to seek
officials and affected businesses at
witnesses include Energy Secretar:
Environmental Protection Agency a
Federal Energy Regulatory Commi:
Rayburn House Office Building. Co,

PRESIDENT
CLINTON

Travels to Flint, Mich., to highlight
several model programs that provide
access to information technology for
people with disabilities and increase
their ability to get a job and acquire
new skills.

VICE PRESIDENT
GORE

10:30 a.m. — Discusses energy
independence, Burch Oil, 45370
Clarke's Landing Road, Hollywood,
Md.

ECONOMIC
REPORTS

8:30 a.m. — Bureau of Labor
Statistics releases a report on un-
employment insurance claims for the
week. Location: 200 Constitution Ave.
NW. Contact: 202/606-5902.

2 p.m. — Treasury Depart-

ment issues the Treasury statement
for August 2000. Location: 15th

+Easy to Clean Street and Pennsylvania Avenue NW.
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The Whitewater Verdict

In a brief and businesslike statement, the inde-
pendent counsel Robert Ray said yesterday that the
six-year investigation mto Whitewater had pro-
duced “insufficient’” evidence to justify criminal
charges against President and Hillary Rodham
Clinton. But while the statement came as a great
relief to the White House, Mr. Ray's terse legal
judgment does not excuse the White House's long
record of obfuscation in the Whitewater matter,
including its clumsy meddling with official inquiries
and its failure to produce relevant records in a
timely manner.

After tidying up some loose ends, Mr. Ray will
turn his full report over to the three-judge panel that
oversees his office. It should then be released so that
the public can draw its own conclusions. In the
meantime, Mr. Ray is to be commended for resist-
ing any temptation to convey his private thoughts
about these tangled events or otherwise politicize
his conclusions in the final weeks of Mrs. Clinton’s
Senate campaign in New York.

Earlier this year, in a report on the so-called
Travelgate case, involving the firing of seven White
House employees, Mr. Ray likewise found no ground
for prosecution. But he had been openly critical of
Mrs. Clinton’s sworn statements that she had noth-
ing to do with the dismissals. Mrs. Clinton can
probably be thankful that Mr. Ray avoided similar
commentary in this case. The flat tone of yester-
day’s statement is a plus for her, and is unlikely to
affect her growing lead over Rick Lazio, her Repub-
lican challenger, as reflected in the latest New York
Times/CBS poll.

The Clintons themselves are largely responsi-
ble for the late delivery of Mr. Ray’s statement.
From the day that questions were [irst raised about

Speedier Trains

On days when gridlock paralyzed Newark In-
ternational Airport this year, Continental Airlines
resorted to putting some of its short-flight passen-
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their relationship to Madison Guaranty, an Arkel|
sas savings and loan that went bust at a costof mc|’
than $70 million to the American taxpayers, th|
and their political confederates in the White Hou \1
and the executive branch went to puzzling lengths |;
hobble legitimate investigations. Instead of candi|:
ly laying out the facts of the matter, the Clintc|'
apparatus instead stonewalled the investigato |'
and defamed the Clintons’ critics. All this gave ri:
to suspicions that the Clintons had something
hide, and prolonged the investigation.

Mr. Ray said his office had investigated at lea
seven separate criminal allegations involving tl
Clintons, including the mysterious matter of tl
Rose Law Firm billing records, which detailed My,
Clinton’s legal work on behalf of the failing saving
and loan. In each case, he found that there we
insufficient evidence to prove that the Clintons wer ||
involved in any crime related to Madison Guaranty
or other aspects of Whitewater, or that they hac
committed perjury or otherwise obstructed justice.

Even in advance of the full report, there are
obvious lessons to be learned. One is that full disclo-
sure from the outset would have been much the wiser
course for the Clintons. Another is that the public is
poorly served when senior executive branch officials
try to control legitimate inquiries into matters in-
volving the president. In that regard, Congress’s
decision to allow the independent counsel act to lapse
has left the job of investigating executive mishehav-
ior to the Justice Department — an agency, as recent’
experience shows, that is ill suited to pursue mis-
deeds elsewhere in the executive branch. Congress
will need to devise some sort of independent mecha-
nism to deal with investigations of potential criminal
conduct by the nation’s senior federal officials.

blame for the continued skepticism facing rail
travel. Its failure last fall to launch the Acela
Express service hetween New Yaork Citv and Boston
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LAZIO

Says he’s
being held
to double
standard

By GREGG BIRNBAUM
in BuHfalo and
ROBERT HARDT Jr. in N.Y.

GOP Senate candidate
Rick Lazio yesterday said
the criticism he's faced
after confronting Hillary
Radham Clinton near the
end of last week’s debate is
“sexist.”

“I think the idea that
somehow there's a double
standard because you're a

* 2000 %

man or 4 woman and that
you can't make a point
forcefully because you're a
man and the person you're
makmg the point with is a
woman — 1 just think
that's sexist,” Lazio said
while campaigning in Bufl-
falo.

Lazio was referring to
his “soft-money” challenge
to Clinton last Wednesday
when he walked over to
his Democratic rival's po-
dium and repeatedly asked
her to sign a campaign-fi-
nance-reform pledge.

After the hour-long de-
bate in Bufialo, Clinton
spokesman Howard Wolf-
son said Lazio appeared
“menacing”  during  the
confrontation while other
Clinton supporters com-
rlnined that the Long Is-
and congressman had “in-
vaded Hillary's personal
space.”

Lazio said the attacks on
him are ofY base.

NEW YORK POST,— WEDNESDAY SEPIEMBER 20 2000

RIPS ‘SEXIST’ CRITICS

WINGING IT: Rick Lazio (above) partakes of a Buffalo wing yesterday in the so-
named city, while Hillary Clinton (right) attends opening ceremonies for a pediatric

emergency room at Montefiore Hospital in The Bronx.

“I just think the idea
that men and women have
different standards in con-
temporary life is wrong,”
Lazio said.

“I think the notion is sex-
ist.”

“Maybe it was just a
little too New York for the
other side,” he said at a
later campaign stop in

Syracuse.
Wolfson ridiculed Lazio's
defense,  saying:  “Poor

Rick. Let me he the first to
offer him my support.”
Lazio also said he

thought Clinten had asked
him to come over to her
side of the stage.

“I believe she actually in-
vited me over,” said Lazio.

But a review of a tran-
script of the debate shows
that Clinton never called
Lazio to her podium.

Lazio also spoke about
The Post's revelation yes-
terday that the first lady
has spent several nights at
the Trump Tower home of
director Steven Spiclberg
when the moviemaker has
been away.

AP (above). Rick Dembow (nght)

“She's obviously free to
stay with whoever she
wiints to stay with,” Lazio
said.

“My point is about her
relationship with Holly-
wood, her friendships with
Hollywood people. that
that compromises her abil-
ity to make independent
judgments, whether it’s
about the quality of con-
tent coming out of Holly-
wood or whether it’'s her
insatiable appetite for soft
money coming out of Hol-
lywood.”
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Museum Ceremony
Links Past, Present

Clinton on Hand at Constitution Center

By Dessie GoLDBERG
Special to The Washington Post

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 17—
Under a glorious blue sky, Presi-
dent Clinton put his signature on
a metal girder that will form the
foundation of the National Con-
stitution Center, not far from
where the original document was
signed 213 years ago today.

Also signing the beam was
newly naturalized American citi-
zen Susan Yuh of South Korea,
who was one of 72 immigrants
who took the oath of citizenship
as part of today’s groundbreaking
ceremony.

“These young immigrants re-
present our future, our steadfast
belief that we grow stronger with
diversity,” Clinton told the
crowd.

While the degree of diversity
in America today would probably
astound the country’s founders,
Clinton said, it is “a product of
their own handiwork.”

The National Constitution
Center was established by Con-
gress in 1988 as an independent,
nonpartisan organization
charged with increasing aware-
ness and understanding of the
Constitution.

Underscoring the need for
such a museum, a poll two years
ago by the center found that
while only 2.8 percent of teen-
agers surveyed could name the
chief justice of the United States,

almost 95 percent knew Will
Smith played the Fresh Prince of
Bel Air on television.

The $105 million ‘museum,
which will be built in the heart of
Philadelphia’s historic district, 1§
scheduled to be finished in time
for the 215th anniversary of the
original signing of the Constitu-
tion on Sept. 17, 2002. The muse-
um is being financed by govem
ment and private funds. .

Clinton was flanked on the po-
dium by a who’s who of Penn-
sylvania politicians, including Re-
publican Sens. Arlen Specter and
Rick Santorum, Phxladelphla
Mayor John Street and forme{
mayor Edward Rendell.

Specter, noting that Clinton
was wearing a “Hillary button” as
he arrived from a fundraising
event for his wife’s New York
Senate race, drew laughs when
he said the president was work
ing hard for his wife's election be-
cause he is “anxious to join the
Senate Spouse’s Club.”

Specter also cited the protec-
tions guaranteed by the Constntu—
tion and praised Clinton for ques
tioning the treatment of Wen Ho
Lee, the former Los Alamos sci-
entist who was freed last week af-
ter spending nine months in jail
on chargesthat he misused nucle-
arsecrets. Specter said Congress
willlook into “how a man can be a
threat to national security one
day and walk out a free man the
next.”

BY PAUL J, RICHARDS —AGENCE FRANCE -PRESSE
President Clinton Joins 72 immigrants who took the oath of citizenship as

part of groundbreaking ceremony for the National Constitution Center in
Philadelphia’s historic district. Museum is scheduled to open in 2002.
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Museum Ceremony
Links Past, Present

Clinton on Hand at Constitution Center

By Densie GoLpBERG
Special to The Washington Post

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 17—
Under a glorious blue sky, Presi-
dent Clinton put his signature on
a metal girder that will form the
foundation of the National Con-
stitution Center, not far from
where the original document was
signed 213 years ago today.

Also signing the beam was
newly naturalized American citi-
zen Susan Yuh of South Korea,
who was one of 72 immigrants
who took the oath of citizenship
as part of today’s groundbreaking
ceremony.

“These young immigrants re-
present our future, our steadfast
belief that we grow stronger with
diversity,” Clinton told the
crowd.

While the degree of diversity
in America today would probably
astound the country’s founders,
Clinton said, it is “a product of
their own handiwork.”

The National Constitution
Center was established by Con-
gress in 1988 as an independent,
nonpartisan organization
charged with increasing aware-
ness and understanding of the
Constitution.

Underscoring the need for
such a museum, a poll two years
ago by the center found that
while only 2.8 percent of teen-
agers surveyed could name the
chief justice of the United States,

almost 95 percent knew Will
Smith played the Fresh Prince of
Bel Air on television.

The $105 million museum,
which will be built in the heart of
Philadelphia’s historic district, i‘ﬁ
scheduled to be finished in time
for the 215th anniversary of the
original signing of the Constitu-
tion on Sept. 17, 2002. The muse-
um is being financed by govern
ment and private funds.

Clinton was flanked on the po
dium by a who's who of Penn-
sylvania politicians, including Re-
publican Sens. Arlen Specter and
Rick Santorum, Phxladelphna
Mayor John Street and former
mayor Edward Rendell.

Specter, noting that Clinton
was wearing a “Hillary button” as
he arrived from a fundraising
event for his wife’s New York
Senate race, drew laughs when
he said the president was work
ing hard for hxs wife’s election be-
cause he is “anxious to join the
Senate Spouse’s Club.”

Specter also cited the protec-
tions guaranteed by the Constitu-
tion and praised Clinton for que§-
tioning the treatment of Wen Ho
Lee, the former Los Alamos sci-
entist who was freed last week af-
ter spending nine months in jail
on charges that he misused nucle-
ar secrets. Specter said Congress
will look into “how a man can bea
threat to national security one
day and walk out a free man the
next.”

! - !!FAUL ). RICHARDS —AGENCE IRANCE-SS(
President Clinton joins 72 immigrants who took the oath of citizenship as

part of groundbreaking ceremony for the National Constitution Center in
Philadelphia’s historic district. Museum is scheduled to open in 2002.
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