




































































































































































































































































Clinton had reached.

‘At that point we went to Mrs.
Clinton and said, ‘You've got to get
the president to come around on this
thing,’”” Mr. Littlefield said. ‘‘And
she said, ‘Absolutely.” And we very
quickly noticed a change. The presi-
dent was very much on board.”

She also said she helped to write
bills on adoption and foster care, and
lobbied for them.

At the end of the 1997 Congression-
al session, Representative Dave
Camp, a conservative Michigan Re-
publican who was frantically negoti-
ating to save an adoption bill, got a
call in the House cloakroom from
Mrs. Clinton.

“It was 9:30 or 10 at night,”” Mr.
Camp recalled. ““I thought only Con-
gressional night owls did that. I was
surprised. You know, you're working
wearily on these things, and you’re
worrying whether this is doing any
good.”” Mrs. Clinton gave him a pep
talk, Mr. Camp said, and told him the
bill was worth it. Today, although
Mr. Camp is enthusiastically sup-
porting Representative Rick A. La-
zio, Mrs. Clinton’s opponent in the
Senate race in New York, he admits
that the first lady’s intervention was
important. ‘I want to be honest,” he
said. It was helpful to me.”

The bill, an administration priority
intended to speed up the adoption of
children in foster care, had been
heavily promoted by Mrs. Clinton on
Capitol Hill. Four days after her call,
it passed the House and Senate and
was soon signed into law by the pres-
ident. Almost immediately, Mrs.
Clinton and her White House staff
began working with the Department
of Health and Human Services on a
new, related bill to provide more
government help to 18-year-olds who
leave foster care because of their
age. One version of that bill was
virtually written in Mrs. Clinton’s
office, according to Representative
Benjamin L. Cardin of Maryland, the
Democrat who sponsored it.

““This was the first lady’s priority,
and she developed the administra-
tion’s legislation,”” Mr. Cardin said.
‘‘And pretty much what was passed
by Congress was what the adminis-
tration proposed.”’

Mrs. Clinton's role, however, is dis-
puted by Republicans, who say they
knew nothing about it. “I wrote the
bill,”” said Representative Nancy L.
Johnson of Connecticut, the Republi-
can sponsor who introduced her own
version in the House. Representative
Tom DeLay of Texas, a foster parent
and the aggressive anti-Clinton
House majority whip who pushed the
bill, said that if Mrs. Clinton was
involved, “I never saw it.”

She said she oversaw and helped

develop a $21 billion White House
initiative on child care. Mr. Reed, the
presidential adviser, said that he,
Mrs. Clinton and others at the White
House worked with other agencies of
the government to develop the pack-
age of programs, culminating in a
December 1997 meeting with agency
heads ‘‘that the first lady chaired.”
Present at the meeting, Mr. Reed
said, were Robert E. Rubin, then the
secretary of the Treasury, and Don-
na Shalala, the secretary of the De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices. So far, Congress has given the
Clinton administration a small part
of what it requested.

She also took credit for helping to

Expansion of
Medicare to
preserving Edith
Wharton’s home.

procure $140 million annually in the
foreign aid budget for micro-credit,
or small-enterprise loans, to help
poor women around the world.
“What we did at her behest was to
negotiate a micro-enterprise initia-
tive with Congress,” said J. Brian
Atwood, who was the administrator
of the United States Agency for In-
ternational Development at the time,
1997, when Mrs. Clinton announced
the initiative in a speech on Capitol
Hill. ““The Congress was very inter-
ested in it, but I think she clearly was
a catalyst for doing as much.”

Mr. Rubin said she also sparked
interest in micro-credit programs
among treasury officials. It isn’t
that she came out of the White House
and said ‘Do this, do that,’ *’ said Mr.
Rubin. But he said that after Mrs.
Clinton saw a successful bank for
poor women in India, she spoke to
him about importing the methods to
this country.

“l don't think people were un-
aware of micro-credit,”” he said.
‘‘But she really brought the issue to
life, and gave it energy. And she did
it by persuading everybody else what
she had seen.”

- These are other initiatives that
Mrs. Clinton lists as accomplish-
ments:

1“Save America's Treasures,”
which has raised $100 to $200 million
in public and private money to help
preserve 593 designated ‘‘treas-
ures,”” among them the homes of
Edith Wharton in Massachusetts and
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Harriet Tubman in upstate New
York.

QPushing the administration into
expanding Medicare coverage, since
January 1998, to pay for annual
mammograms for Medicare pa-
tients age 40 and over. Previously
Medicare covered mammograms
every other year.

qProcuring $40 million in govern-
ment aid for the training of pediatri-
cians at children’s hospitals. “I fi-
nally got it into the president’s budg-
et,” Mrs. Clinton said. “‘And I think |
got it into the budget for '99, if I'm
right. Then we had to make sure that
it stayed in the budget.”

David S. Weiner, the chief execu-
tive of Boston Children’s Hospital
and a leader of the hospital lobbying
group that worked with Mrs. Clinton
to get the money, said that *“‘there
were many people involved, but with-
out her initial championing we would
have been simply another voice in
the wilderness.” He added that *‘she
really helped our group of institu-
tions strategically, and she advised
us to who the key legislators were
that we needed to connect with.”

In the interview this month, Mrs.
Clinton also said that after the pain-
ful health care defeat, she learned
more subtle approaches to dealing
with Congress.

“It's important that you get total
congressional buy-in from the very
beginning,” she said, ‘“‘and not just
lip service about the process.” She
explained: ‘‘We thought we were do-
ing what the leadership wanted us to
do when it came to health care. But
we assumed too much. We should
have had them do much more of the
involved work. They basically said,
‘We can't figure out how to do this
ourselves, so you go do it’ And we
didn’t understand that at that mo-
ment we should have said: ‘Well, no,
that’s not the way it’s going to work.
We’ll help you do what you want to
do, you know,’ even if it was our
idea.”

On the subsequent adoption and
foster care bills, Mrs. Clinton said:
‘“You had to go around planting ideas
with people. You had to go around
sort of eliciting interest, and then
saying, ‘What a good idea. We might
be interested.’ "’

She added, ‘“We always tried to
create the opportunity for it to be
their idea, their legislation, their
name on it. We'd push it, we’'d help
draft it, we'd lobby it, I'd do what |
needed to do. But it needed to be a
real partnership in order to be suc-
cessful.”

MAKE SUMMER DREAMS COME TRUE:
SUPPORT THE FRESH AIR FUND
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v-ro-choice, no feminist

“Abortion is the political issue
that supermodel Cindy Crawford
won’t compromise on. ‘I’'m very
pro-choice, says Mrs. Crawford.
‘If someone opposes abortion,
that would pretty much make me
1| not vote for them. ...’ But that
| doesn’t mean she ... would auto-

matically support any pro-choice
candidate, like, for instance, Hil-
“lary Clinton. ‘It's inauthentic that
-Hillary is running in New York,
says Mrs. Crawford. ‘It’s, like,
pick a state and then go run. Why -
.there? Go back to Arkansas or
~even Washington or wherever. If
any other person did that, they
. would be booed out of town. . .
' “Feminist is a word that gets on
the model’s nerves. ‘It has such a
negative connotation to me, she
says. ‘It's like man-hating. I want
a guy to open a door for me. ... I

B t* s 40 %

Cindy Crawfo

“like all that. I like being treated — Michelle Willens, writing on
like a woman. I don't want to be “Strange Bedfellows” in the Sep-
equal in every way.’ " tember issue of George
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NEW YORK POST,

ELLING me that Hillary

Clinton is a liar is a little
like telling me that boiling water
scalds.

But it had to be done, and it
was great that we did it. Chris
Hitchens, a self-confessed liberal
political bomb thrower, said it
simply:

“Oh, yes, | have little doubt she
said it — probably to her own
surprise.”

Hitchens, who has caused no
end of mischief in Washington,
was talking about The Post's ex-
plosive move to give Paul Fray a
lie-detector test. Fray, you'll re-
member, said Hillary called him
a “f---ing Jew bastard” in 1974
and Hillary, of course said it
never happened.

In the polygraph test, he forth-
rightly claimed again that Hill-
ary hurled the anti-Semitic slur.

And guess what.

He passed.

“Oh, yes, she probably cer-
tainly said it. That would be part

STEVE o
DUNLEAVY

of her angry makeup, although I
don't think she's anti-Semitic,”
said Hitchens.

Hitchens has recently written a
book called “No One Left to Lie
To,” which, as a conservative, I
must say is a pretty good book
from the left.

In it, Hitchens, who always
causes trouble in Washington,
examines a litany of lies by the
Clintonistas.

“Strangely enough, of course, if
Clinton %imself. let’s forget Hill-
ary, was put under a lie-detector
test, he would pass with flying
colors,” Hitchens was saying in a
phone conversation from Los An-
geles.

e detector with t

“And that simply just goes
down to the fact that he's a
pathological liar. And pathologi-
cal liars, I suspect, can pass lie-
detector tests.”

However, Larry Klayman,
chairman of Washington’s con-
servative Judicial Watch, says:
“Sadly, the comments with re-
gards to her Jewish slur are con-
sistent with the language that
she uses in the White House all
the time.”

We've gone through the Hill-
ary-Yankee fan phase, we have
gone through the kissing of Suha
Arafat phase, we have gone
through Hillary's “little wife™
routine — in which she said she
had nothing to do with influ-
encing her husband's decisions
and then told us completely the
opposite.

Her lies, compounded by Bill
Clinton’s lies, would be amusing
if you were in Peruvian politics
— but this is America.

The bar of fidelity to the truth

ar

is set so low that anyone who ac-
cuses the Clintonistas of duplic-
ity. crookedness or outright lying
is looked on as a little idiotic.

It's a case of recognizing that
Mike Tyson bites the ears off op-
ponents.

“Of course he did, but you
know Mike,” is the response.
“You know how Mike is.”

It is a sad case where people
concede up front that the Clin-
tons are beasts with the truth, so
what’s the big deal? You knew
that comingin. Poor us.

So Barbra Streisand will sing
for millions and give them
money, knowing full well they
are both pathological liars.

The tragedy with the Clintonis-
tas is that they're not embar-
rassed by the litany of lies, it is
something else.

They are embarrassed by the
fact, these millionaire Hollywood
moguls, that with all their
money and sophistication they
can fall for such a massive Ponzi

3 »‘3'-" SERVAT‘DN

e

scheme.

How could all these million-
aires, so many of them legiti-
mate and committed Jews, fall
for the giggle of a couple of red-
neck anti-Semites?

Despite what liberal author
Hitchens might say about Hill-
ary, | can’t see anyone calling
anyone a “f- - - ing Jew bastard,”
without poison on their tongue.

[ stand before you as a regular
blasphemous brute who has
scant concern for the politically
correct.

But I'm paralyzed with amaze-
ment.

She allegedly calls someone a
“f---ing Jew bastard,* and peo-
ple are pretending it matters
not.

When will she get around to
the rest of us? Blacks, Hispanics,
Catholics, Protestants, Muslims,
Buddhists, Shinto, Calathum-
pian?

I can hardly wait for the bile.
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Federal watchdogs yesterday dropped their two-month in-
vestigation into GOP Senate candidate Rick Lazio’s quick-
profit 1997 stock deal and said no action would be taken

against him.

The news from the Securities and Exchange Commission is

a welcome turn of events for
Lazio, who also 1s set within
days to bare at least eight
years of his state and federal
income-tax returns.

Lazio’s Democratic rival Hill-
ary Rodham Clinton and her
supporters had been raising
questions about Lazio’s stock-
options trades, as well as his
decision not to immediately
make public his tax records.

In a one-paragraph letter
dated Monday, the SEC in-
formed Lazio the brief probe
into his Quick & Reilly trades
was over.

“I am pleased that this matter
has been quickly settled,” Lazio
said in a statement.

“I hope Mrs. Clinton will now
join me in a campaign about is-
sues and finally abandon her

By Gregg Birnbaum in New
York and Robert Hardt Jr. in
Rochester

tactics of personal attacks and
innuendo.”

Clinton  campaign  spokes-
woman Karen Dunn said, “Now
that the SEC probe is over,
maybe Congressman Lazio will
come out of hiding and begin de-
fending his record.”

The feds had been looking into
whether Lazio had insider info
when he bought $2,300 worth of
options on Quick & Reilly stock
and sold them less than two
months later for almost $16,000
— the same day the brokerage
firm was acquired by the Fleet
financial company.

Lazio had suggested in June,
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when he revealed the SEC’s in-
vestigation, that it had been or-
chestrated by the White House
as part of an cffort to use the
Clinton-controlled federal bu-
reaucracy against him.

In other developments in the
Senate race:

8 The Clinton campaign un-
veiled a hard-hitting new state-
wide TV commercial blasting
Lazio’s congressional voting re-
cord.

The 30-second spot, which vis-
ually and musically mimics La-
zio's own ad touting his legisla-
tive accomplishments, is
intended to tell voters “the rest
of the story” — according to
Clinton, listing votes by the
GOP candidate against nursing-
home standards, education and
Medicare.

B The first lady is set to meet
today for the first time with As-
semblyman Dov Hikind (D-
Brooklyn), one of the most influ-
ential political leaders in the Or-
thodox Jewish community.

The long-anticipated private
session will take place on necu-
tral turf — Assembly Speaker
Sheldon Silver's Manhattan of-
fice. Hikind is expected to make
his endorsement next month.

@ Clinton and her campaign
manager, Bill de Blasio, kept
mum about a report in Tuesday'’s
Post that Paul Fray, who had ac-
cused the first lady of hurling an
anti-Semitic slur at him in 1974,
passed a lie-detector test on Sun-
day.

“l have nothing to say,” the
tight-lipped first lady responded
when asked about the story dur-
ing a press conference in Roches-
ter.

B Clinton gave no hint about
whether she will tune in tonight
for the eagerly anticipated final
episode of the hit show “Survi-
vor.”

“Im just focusing on surviving
the campaign,” she quipped.



OF NOTE: Hillary Clinton, at City Hall yesterday, signs a letter to
Congress supporting a federal hate-crimes bill that she erroneously

claimed was opposed by rival Rick Lazio.

N.Y. Post. WA Funches Jr

DOV STATES

HIS GASE
TO HILLARY

By GREGG BIRNBAUM
and ROBERT HARDT Jr.

Hillary Rodham Clinton got an
earful yesterday from one of her
toughest Jewish critics — As-
semblyman Dov Hikind, who

ressed the first lady on freedom
For convicted spy Jonathan Pol-
lard.

Clinton and Hikind (D-Brook-
lyn) held a 1V2-hour session be-
hind closed doors in Assembly
Speaker Sheldon Silver's office
in Manhattan, a meeting also at-
tended by Silver and a handful
of aides.

Absent from the meeting was
Clinton’s chief Jewish adviser,
Karen Adler, who is not well-re-
garded among the Orthodox
Jews whom Hikind represents.

Hikind, who has said he will
make an endorsement in the
Senate race next month, told
The Post the meeting was “ex-
tremely constructive.”

“I was very strong in bringing
some of the [Jewish] communi-
ty's concerns to her”
Hikind, who also raised the issu€e”
of certain anti-Israel Arabs
being guests at the White House
years ago.

Clinton spokesman Howard
Wolfson said only, “It was a pro-
ductive meeting.”

The first lady — who is strug-
gling to win support among Jew-
1sh voters — has not taken a po-
sition on whether Pollard, a ex-
U.S. Navy intelligence' ‘officer

\

said .

serving a life sentence for spying
for Israel, should be granted
clemency.

Neither has her Senate oppo-
nent, Rick Lazio.

Lazio is set to deliver the first
major policy speech of his cam-
paign today, unveiling an eco-
nomic and tax-cutting plan in
BufTalo.

The size of lLazio’s proposed
federal tax-trimming package
will fall between the one offered

by Vice President Al Gore, of

about $500 million, and that put
forward by George W. Bush, for
about $1.3 trillion.

Also yesterday, Clinton chas-
tised her Republican rival for not
backing federal hate-crimes leg-
islation — but Lazio shot back
that he already is on record sup-
porting the measure.

The Lazio campaign distrib-
uted a June 28 New York Post
article, in which Lazio is quoted
saying he backed the hate-
crimes bill and would vote for it.

The proposal would extend cur-
rent bias-crime law to cover sex-
ual orientation, gender and disa-
bility.

In another development, the
Center for Responsive Politics
calculated that the Clinton-Lazio
contest is the nation’s most
costly Senate race, with the can-
didates having raised $49.2 mil-
lion. The runner-up is the New
Jersey battle,  which came in at
$48.1 millipn.
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Wants Social Security
levy to be deductible

By GREGG BIRNBAUM
Post Correspondent
BUFFALO — Rick Lazio rolled out a $776 billion tax-cutting plan

yesterday that would allow workers to deduct Social Security taxes —
a change that would save the average New Yorker about $1,200 a

year.

Seeking a dramatic economic
proposal without too much risk,
Lazio outlined a 10-year tax-re-
lief program that his campaign
estimated would cost less than
George W. Bush’s plan, but is
more generous than Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore’'s.

Bush's tax measures carry a
$1.3 trillion price tag, while
Gore’s add up to $500 billion.

Lazio’s centerpiece initiative
would permit taxpayers to de-
duct the Social Security share —
but not the Medicare portion —
of their Federal Insurance Con-
tribution Act tax, just as they
can now deduct state income
taxes and property taxes.

“I ... believe it is time to be
bold and to provide tax relief to
those suffering under one of the
most regressive and unfair taxes
in the tax code — the payroll
tax,” Lazio said in a speech at an
Ambherst Chamber of Commerce
lunch, near Buffalo.

“The principle is simple: Pay-
ing taxes on taxes is grossly un-
fair, and I won’t tolerate it in the
Senate.”

Lazio was referring to the fact
that the amount of income on
which a person pays federal
taxes includes the amount taken
out of his or her paycheck by the
FICA tax, which is 6.2 percent
for individuals on wages of up to
$72,600 a year.

PHOTOCOPY
SRESERVATION

SCHOOL OF THOUGHT:
Hillary Clinton’s tax-cutting plan
would make college tuition de-
ductible. AP

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s cam-
paign charged that the real cost
of Lazio’s plan is $1.2 trillion —
almost as much as Bush’s.

“Rick Lazio offers New Yorkers
yet another reckless trillion-dol-
lar tax plan that simply doesn’t
add up,” said Clinton spokesman
Howard Wolfson.

“He is now the only candidate
in the race who won’t rule out
voting for the irresponsible Bush
plan.”

Clinton’s plan, which would
make college tuition tax deducti-
ble, offers high-tech incentives
for businesses and provide tax
credits for child care, totals $496
billion over 10 years — just like
the Gore plan, her campaign
said.

But Lazio — who has taken a
wait-and-see stance on Bush's
plan — stood behind his propos-
als and said they are “aimed di-
rectly at overtaxed middle-class
families.”

The Republican Senate hopeful
also proposed ending the “mar-
riage tax,” abolishing the estate
tax, slashing the capital gains
tax rate to 15 percent, and ex-
panding the IRA coutribution
limit to $5.000.

Lazio said his tax-reduction
package was made possible by a
federal government surplus that
he estimates at between $4.2
trillion and $G trillion.

Prez race is nip and
tuck / Page 16
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Shop Talk: Waters Aids Mmonty Convention Contractors

Continued from page 15

Lazio’s campaign refused to comment to
the Daily News, which also reported that
Lazio has raised the consternation of his Fire
Island neighbors in the community of Fair
Harbor because he has not paid his home-
owners associationdues.

But it seems the property’s been eaming
him some money.

According to the Senate wannabe’s finan-
cial disclosure records, the house is valued at
between $100,000 and $250,000 and he de-
rives between $1,000 and $15,000 in rental
income from the property annually.

Lazio’s Fire Island abode also raised some
controversy earlier this summer when the
press questioned whetheraLong Island beach
restoration project he was pushing might raise
the value of his own property.

Fundraising Madness. Lazio's opponent,
meanwhile, is being chided for a fundraising
invitation she sent out recently.

Rep. John Sweeney (R-N.Y.) issued a
snide press release last week, stating that he
and retired Rep. Gerald Solomon (R-N.Y.)
were both a bit confused about a fundraising
solicitation they received from Hillary Clin-
ton’s (D) campaign... s

= The invitation asked recipients to join her
for an evening of cocktmls ‘gnd conversation

-".r.l" 4 R ’
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in Columbia County, New York. For $100
supporters can get into a general reception and
for $500 they can attend a special private re-
ception.”

But Sweeney stated that he was confused
because the invitation was addressed to
Solomon but mailed to Sweeney’s Hudson
Congressional office.

The mix-up isn’t that hard to fathom.
Sweeney succeeded Solomon in 1998 and it
seems the Clinton folks had an outdated —
and, it seems, Republican — mailing list from
which they were working. Still, Sweeney and
Solomon couldn’t resist making light of the
situation.

“I doubt Jerry or I will make it,”” Sweeney
quipped. “‘She’s been campaigning in New
York State for year and a half, on the taxpay-
ers’ dime, and still doesn’t know the elected
officials.”

Solomon had his own words of wisdom:
“Maybe John and I should show up. We
wouldn’t give them a dime, but at least there
would be some officials there who know New
York and know the people of ColumbiaCoun-
ty.”

But maybe they shouldn’t be so hard on
Hillary. It seems that Sweeney’s office had
some trouble remembering how to spell
Solomon’s first name. Throughout the press
release, the first letter of “Germry” is crossed

File oto

Rep. Rick Lazio

out and replaced with the correct letter ““J."

Waters to the Rescue! Some minority en-
treprencurs and business owners in Los An-
geles are steamed this week — complaining
that they weren’t given more opportunities to

provide services for the Democratic Nation-
al Convention.

While the Democratic National Conven-
tion Committee encouraged community
women and minorities to register with an on-
line business directory earlier this year, many
feel that it did them little good and that big-
ger, whiter firms landed the major contracts,
the Los Angeles Times recently reported.

Minority businesspeople had similar com-
plaints about the Republican National Con-
vention in Philadelphia earlier this month.

The DNCC, however, told the LA Times
that it has pledged $3 million of it’s $13 mil-
lion in contracts to minority and women-
owned businesses. The committee also pro-
vided a list of contracts showing that by mid-
July African-Americans had received
$751,000 in contracts, Latinos $642,000,
AsianAmericans $60,000, American Indians
$5,000 and women $885,000.

Insiders toldthe newspaper that Rep. Max-
ine Waters (D-Calif.) deserves much of the
credit, because she brought in her own audi-
tor and formed a task force to press for more
contracts — and that’s pleased some in the
community.

“I'm grateful for the one job ... Maxine lit
a fire under somebody’s butt.” said one busi-
ness owner who landed a $1,600 contract to
paint a convention sign.
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Some People Have All the Luxe: A Rich Tribute to Clinton

0
CLINTON. Fram C1

freated as the purest happenstance
that as Gore embarked on his whis-
th-stop tour tu Los Angeles, Clin-
tus alighted in [linois to talk—
2ublicly—with his ministers about
hi~ efforts to button his id.

He recaps the pain he caused,
the ¢bb and flow of his spiritual
tife, and how he's working to get
past his anger. In his telling, the ex-
posure of his thong-snapping affair
and subsequent impeachment trial
wits a useful purgative, a 12-step
program for wayward presidents.
“I think I have given evidence that
1 need to be in church,” Clinton
<ays and the pastors chuckle gent-
y.

Darned if Clinton’s session with
the ininisters doesn’t wind up at

tup of the front page. In some
cuwspapers he relegates his vice
presideni to the inside pages.

I hen he and his wife and daugh-
st arrive in Hollywood for a casual
neal ar two at Spago—the least
ww-key Look-at-Me! catery in Los

Anpeles. Saturday night he ad-
jeurns to Mandeville Canyon.

Yuu drive up along a twisting,
turning, Jaguar-BMW-Mercedes-
encrusted canyon, past Tudor and
adobe palaces and waves of the
sweetest-smelling  coastal — sage.
'he many-acred estate---owned by
radio magnate Ken Roberts—has a
splendid little sound stage and is
set in a natural amphitheater. A ra-
zor-sharp white moon hangs over-
head, there are trees with lemons
the size of grapefruits, and coyotes
nuse along the hill walls.

You are in a city only in the loos-
estsense of that term. This is what
Mike Davis, the Los Angeles essay-
ist, refers to as Walden Pond on
LSD. A trans-shipment point for
Hollywood stars to offload love
and adoration and bundles of cam-
paign dough for their favorite poli-
tician.

The guests add a piquant je ne
sais quoi. Men with parchment
brown tans stride by dressed in
suit jacket and gray Armani T-shirt
combos. A few of the truly daring
arrive sans the T-shirt. Just a suit
jacket and a hairy chest. There's
the blonde with peacock feathers
in her hair and an it-must-be-spray-
painted-on teal dress designed to
emphasize some prodigious mam-
mary glands.

And a bald, squat and muscular
fellow with a gold pendant the size
of a small free weight, who keeps
looking to see if you are watching

im.

The only faux pas this night
would be to inquire too loudly:
Who's that?

The talk is of politics and their
latest movies. Specific knowledge
of politics is not required. In a
memory book handed out to every
guest, actor after actor salutes Bill
and Hillary and writes of their mu-
tual “journey” through the past
eight years. The Potomac River
hoofer is one of theirs.

Michael Bolton writes that-the
“country will miss you and so will
L.” And Melissa Etheridge credits
Clinton's inauguration for helping
her come out of the closet. The
cause and effect on that one isn’t

BY SUSAN BODUE — THE WASHINGTON POST

= 4- ~endidasn wiltary Rodham Clinton, left, greeting Rep. Carolyn McCarthy at a party

immediately clear.

Travolta and his wife, Kelly
Preston, sidle over to the press
throng. (The etiquette is that you
leave the stars alone unless they
wander by. Most do, and those
who don't—Jimmy Smits, for in-
stance—make sure that they're
scen and that you know they don’t
deign to talk.)

Later this night, Travolta will
mention to the president that he
owns a 707 (“one of those pup-
pies™) and note that he'd be glad to
give Clinton “and the missus a
ride.”

But now the reporters want to
get so serious. John, what do you
think of Hillary Clinton running
for the Senate?

“I'm fine on that. But*—he
holds up a hand of caution—"you
know you're not talking to a politi-
cally savvy guy hete.” s

Jesse Jackson ambles by, his
black shirt unbuttoned halfway
down. Back in the day, he was the
Democrats’ own wild card, a mer-
curial rainbow man whose moods
and politics set two or three of his
party’s presidential candidates to
twitching. Now gray flecks his
mustache and chest hair. He's old-
er and plumper and a party gran-
dee. He's losing the ability to sur-
prise.

So he renders his verdict on
Gore and running mate Joseph Lie-
berman. “A Southern Baptist, a
Jew, a dream team.” He moves on
to the next clump of reporter
types. “A Southern Baptist, an Or-
thodox Jew,a ...~

There’s a rustle from down the

The president and first lady at Saturday's party that raised $1 million for Hillary Clinton’s Senat

hill and the orchestra strikes up a
tune, and there they are: the first
lady in pink and Chelsea in black,
and Himself, grabbing hands and
holding dozens of his very best
friends in that trademark rocking
embrace.

Applause washes over and over
him. He wig-wags that head, and
smiles and moves to the front
rows. He takes a seat and watches

Cher and Toni Braxton and Patti
LaBelle and Sugar Ray sing and
shout. When it's Michael Bolton’s
turn, the singer looks at him with
genuine yearning and belts out
“When a Man Loves a Woman.”
The romantic-sexual theme re-
curs throughout the evening, as
guest after guest talks of his will-
ingness to “do it his way.” To be
Bill Clinton is forever to be a walk-

BY QLT B —REUTLRS

Read Pitt and new bride Jennifer Aniston huddle with boxing great Muhammad Ali.

6 Jnt 34— VNS

ing double-entendre. o

The night will raise more tha
$1 million for his wife’s campaign.
Hillary Clinton appears on a vidéo
talking about the animal attraction
of her husband. and she draws
much friendly applause and advice.
Muhammad Ali’s wife advises her
that they are both “married to ‘the
greatest’ " and that’s not an easy
life. To run for the Senate is seen as
sensible and salutary.

“The last eight years have beena
gas,” enthuses Whoopi Goldbers.
“And now, girl, you're going to be
my senator!”

So she teok her cameo. But the
top billing’s never in doubt, not be-
tween the president and the vice
president, or between the presi-
dent and his wife.

Clinton himself limns the mo-
ment dead-on.

“Franklin Roosevelt once said it
was necessary for the president to
be America’s greatest actor. When
I read that, I had no clue what he
meant. Now [ understand that all
too well.”

He's the king of the party of Hol-
lywood. From “The West Wing™ to
“Boogie Nights” and back again.

Sarah Booth Conroy is
on vacation. Her Chron-
icles column will return
in September.
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TV
A' Schedule

Major networks

ABC (Channel 7 in New York)
10p.m.toll p.m.
c8s (Channel 2 in New York)

10 p.m. to 11 p.m. live coverage on
*48 Hours"

CNN

7p.m.toll p.m.~ live coverage

11 p.m. to midnight — postconvention
wrap-up

FOX (Channel 5 in New York)

No special coverage

FOX NEWS CHANNEL

8p.m.to 11 p.m. — live coverage
Midnight to 1 a.m. — convention
wrap-up

MSNBC

Sp.m.tol a.m.—live coverage

NBC (Channel 4in New York)

10:30 p.m. to 1] p.m. live coverage
with Tom Brokaw and Tim Russert
PBS (Channel 13 inNew York)
8p.m.topast 11 p.m. — Jim Lehrer
will interview Bill Bradley. then live
coverage

Other networks

COMEDY CENTRAL

11 pom.to 11:30 p.m. —* Daily Show
With Jon Stewart”’

C-SPAN

Live gavel to gavel convention
coverage

t

come to agree with Mr. Gore on a
core issue of the campaign — wheth-
er to allow taxpayers to invest some
of their Social Security payroll taxes
in the markets — Mr. Lieberman
exposed another rift in their views.
While Mr. Gore has insisted that he
would not consider raising the retire-
ment age for Social Security or Medi-
care, Mr. Lieberman said today that
any debate on keeping the system
solvent should include that idea.

““We should keep it on the table for
the good reason that people are liv-
ing loager,”” Mr. Lieberman said on
‘““Meet the Press.”” Later, on CNN's
‘Late Edition,”” Mr. Lieberman said,
“There is very little you take off the
table if you want to be an honest
public official."

Today's interviews capped a re-
markable week for Mr. Lieberman,
whose selection by Mr. Gore six days
ago infused many Democrats with a
new sense of optimism about the
race. But the ability of television
interviewers to throw Mr. Lieber-
man onto the defensive today, over
his differences with Mr. Gore and his
past criticisms of President Clinton,
suggests a line of attack that the
Republicans are likely to pursue re-

| lentlessly in the coming days.

Mr. Gore has denounced the idea
of raising the retirement age for
Social Security, and the party’s plat-
form is unequivocal on the issue.
Moreover, the Gore campaign has

| hammered the Republican candi-

Workers and party members made final preparations at the Staples Center in Los Angeles yesterday

The Democrats hope
to cast Mr. Gore in a
more appealing light.

date, Gov. George W. Bush of Texas,
for even considering the notion.

But today, Mr. Gore’s aides sought
to play down the differences, saying
that Mr. Lieberman supported Mr.
Gore’s broad plan to keep Social Se-
curity solvent through 2055 by using
general tax revenues instead of rais-
ing the retiremaent age, cutting bene-
fits or increasing taxes. The current
retirement is scheduled to rise to 67
over the next several decades.

*1 think Mr. Lieberman was sug-
gesting that at some future point,
perhaps after 2033, that it might need
to be considered,”” said Doug
Hattaway, a spokesman for Mr.
Gore. **But not now."

Mr. Gore campaigned today in
Ohio and Missourt, moving west for a
Wednesday arvival in Los Angeles
and a Thursduy evening coronation
as the party’s standard-bearer.

The Democrats are looking to
their convention to cast Mr. Gorein a
more appealing light, hoping to close
whatt has been a double-digit lead for
Mr. Bush in many polls.

The four-day extravaganza has
been choreographed to help Mr. Gore
step out of President Clinton’s shad-
ow, but the president and his wife,
Hillary, have been in town for two
days, raising money, visiting sup-
porters, soaking up attention — and
causing grumbling in the Gore camp.

(Mr. Gore did little to build a sense
of separation from the president to-
day when he told The Associated
Press that he would continue to seek
Mr. Clinton’s counsel after he leaves
the White House.)

Asked on Fox News whether he
was worried that Mr. Clinton, who is
scheduled to address the convention
1 prime time on Monday, might
dominate the convention spotlight
this week, William M. Daley. Mr.
Gore’s campaign chairman, said no.
1 think it's totally appropriate for
him to be here to thank the Demo-
crats, because the Democratic Party
stood with him during good times
and difficult times over the last eight
years."" Mr. Daley said. *‘But after
tomorrow night's speech — which is
an important speech for the presi-
dent. for the campaign and for Dem-
ocrats — this is Al Gore's conven-
tion.”

President Clinton and Mrs. Clinton
appeared tonight at a reception or-
ganized by four Jewish groups on a
set at Sony Siudios in Culver City.

Mr. and Mrs. Clinton spoke w:
of Mr. Gore and Mr. Lieberma
the President also used the opj
nity to recount a so-far-unsuccs
effort at Camp David to for
peace agreement between Israc
the Palestinians.

**But I can tell you that signit
progress was made at Camp Da
Mr. Clinton said, adding tha
would work every day for th
mainder of his term to try to ac
plish what he acknowledged
mained an extrememly dift
goal.

And 1n the midst of his sobe
counting of the Camp David t
Mr. Clinton offered a defense .
subject that Mr. Gore had been
culed for: his suggestion that he
served credit for inventing the Ir
net. "“‘And by the way, Mr. Gore
sponsor the legislation' that le:
creating the Internet, Mr. Clii
said. “*Part of my job, since I'm
running is to correct the rec
here."

The Demaocrats are counting
the convention to show that they
every bit as unified as the Repu
cans. But some liberals have be;
warning that Mr. Gore and Mr. |
berman’s centrist positions on
portant issues may have dampe)
enthusiasm for the ticket among
tal parts of the party’s base |

THE VICE PRESIDENT

Touch of Comedy an

By DAVID BARSTOW

CLEVELAND, Aug. 13 — It was
the Al and Rob show, an unlikely new
comedy duo now making occasional
appearances on the camnaian trailtn
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the sleek computers, made
2 and supplied to eacli dele-
1 the floor, are intended sub-
nforce the idea of the Demo-
the party of the future, and
sident Al Gore as the candi-
anovation. (Cornputers were
n the floor of the First Union
1 Philadelphia.)
s amessage in and of itself:
ifferent,’ '’ Mr. Andrew said,
the theme of the Apple com-
ivertising campaign. "We
side the box."
2mocrats promise a conven-
overtly rehearsed than that
-ivals. The party is not well
T sticking to the script any-
was demonstrated over the
by the tussle over the plans
sentative Loretta Sanchez of
2 (o stage a benefit at the
Mansion, and Representa-
2 Jackson Jr.'s tepid expres-
ipport for Mr. Gore.
other ways symbolic and
ve, the Democrats are tak-
to turn the Staples Center
vace devoted to the art of

rout of the hall is an answer
Jublicans’ goal of a four-day
ww: while the Philadelphia
was modeled on an Oscar
complete with wide steps
> the stage, the Democrats
talled a more traditional-
wium, with a 12-foot retract-

able wail between the speakers and
the delegates.

The approach to selling the mes-
sage also is different. {n Philadelphia,
the Republicans came up with a slo-
gan, ""Renewing America's Purpose.
Together,' that was used as the gath-
ering's overarching theme. The Dem-
ocrats chose not to adopt a slogan,
using instead the blandly generic
**America 2000 as a kind of cam-
paign trademark. The party talks so
much about how itwants to differenti-
ate itselfl from Philadelphia that the
motto could have been ‘‘Not the Re-
publican National Convention."

“'The Republican convention made
no mistakes, but it wasn't successful
because it didn't leave people with
anything,” said Senator Charles E
Schumer, Democrat of New York. *I
think what we're trying to do is focus
on some issues, not abstract tssues,
that make people's lives better. I
think that is going to be our theme,
and that theirs was sort of all fluf(."”

To make this the convention of anti-
fluff, the Democrats are putting
bright party lights like Mr. Schumer,
and celebrities like the actor Jimmy
Smits, in major supporting roles.
They will be moderators of talk-show-
style panels early each day in the
proceedings, which are called to or-
der at 5 p.m. Eastern time, to accom-
modate prime time on the East Coast.
The panels, called "American Dia-
logues,” will feature everyday Ameri-
cans talking about the issues that
affect their lives.

Mr. Schumer'’s panel, on Wednes-
day, will examine €rime ind victims’
rights. Among his *'guests"* will be the
parents of Matthew Shepard, the
young gay man who was murdered in
Wyoming in October 1998. **The chal-
lenge of our convention is going to be
to stick to the message,” the senator
satid. “If 1t doesn’t seem meaty 1n
comparison, we've sure (lunked."

The attempt at message discipline
may not reach the levels of those at

Using computers to
reinforce the idea of

a party of the future.

the Republican convention, where
copies of media talking peints nine
pages long were placed each day on
the seat of every delegate. In Los
Angeles, the emphasis will be on a
reiteration of Mr. Gore's positions on
i1ssues that have tested well. Across
the board, for instance, candidates,
offictals and Gore surrogates will talk
about the vice president's advocacy
of adding a prescription drug plan to
Medicare.

The Democrats may find obstacles
to delivering their message on televi-
sion from a surprising source — their
own speakers. Addresseson the initial
nights by President Clinton, Hillary
Rodham Clinton and Senator Joseph

1. Lieberman of Connecticut could be
major media events unto themselves,
and thus could be the kinds of distrac-
tions for Mr. Gore that Gov. George
W. Bush of Texas largely did not have
to deal with in Philadelphia.

Marc Burstein, executive producer
of special events for ABC News, said
those spe:akers had the potential to be
riveting. *‘The fact that you're going
10 have the president and the first
lady speaking, in light of his com-
ments thie other day, it's certainly
going to be compelling television,”
Mr. Burstein said, referring to Mr.
Clinton’s talk in Illinois on Thursday
about his adultérous affair. Gail Ev-
ans, executive vice president of CNN,
added that Mr. Lieberman’s nomina-
tion as the first Jew on a major na-
tional tickel is great talk show fodder,

“It's wonderful for discussion be-
cause everyore's got an opinion about
it,” Ms. Elvans said

Still, Democratic officials contend
they have: developed a strategy that

ensures they will get their message
out even if the national news media
and the political talking heads are not
cooperative. They say they have com-
mitted vast resources to the creation
of their own Democratic News Serv-
ice. 1t will deliver news feeds via
satellite to more than 500 locat televi-
slon stations around the country, as
well as provide sound bites for radio
and content for Web sites.

Mr. Andrew says this dimension of
the convention may be the most im-
portant. *Our money is being spent
more on that than on the show,” he
said. And as for those iMacs, Mr.
Andrew said they, too, are part of that
mission.

"' The reason we have computers on
the floor 5 not s the podium can
communicate with the delegates,” he
said. “'It's for us 10 be able to track the
officials in each delegation so we can
send the message back home, 'Here's
what’'s happening in your Indiana del-
egation.’ "'
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President
nostalgic as
Hillary looks
to Senate

By Andrea Billups

and Andrew Cain
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

LOS ANGELES — As Hillary

Rodham Clinton takes aim at her |

political future, her husband basks
in the sunset of his presidency.

Tonight, the first lady and the
president deliver prime-time
speeches at the Democratic Na-
tional Convention as their lives
head in different and uncertain di-
rections.

Mr. Clinton yesterday struck a
nostalgic tone as he mused about
charges from Republicans that his
administration has squandered
countless opportunities. “When I

see COUPLE, page A15

COUPLE

From page Al

heard them talking about how we
coasted through the last eight
years, I 'sort of thought, where did
I get all this gray hair, anyway?” he
said.

Mrs. Clinton, for her part,
sounded like the politician she has
become.

“We're going to be staying out of
sight. Really,” Mrs. Clinton told the
New York Times in an interview at
the St. Regis Hotel in Century City.
“We don't want there to be any at-
tention — anywhere — except on
Joe and Al.”

But the Clintons have been any-
thing but low profile.

On Saturday night, the pair ad-
dressed a star-studded fund-raiser
for Mrs. Clinton’s campaign, at-
tended by a constellation of Holly-
wood luminaries such as Cher,
Whoopi Goldberg, Gregory Peck,
John Travolta and Stevie Wonder.

Last night, she attended a con-
vention kickoff party at the Bev-
erly Hilton Hotel hosted by People
for the American Way.

Still, she said her 10-minute
convention speech tonight will be
a boost to Vice President Al Gore
and she didn't need any help com-
posing it.

“They don't really need to give
me talking points,” said Mrs. Clin-
ton. “We know what our talking
points are for this administration.”

The Clintons maintained a furi-
ous pre-convention fund-raising

and schmoozing schedule during
the weekend.

William M. Daley, chairman of
the Gore campaign, downplayed
Democratic concerns that Mr.
Clinton is addicted to his starring
role as the toast of Tinseltown.

“President Clinton is here to
thank Democrats who have sup-
ported him over the last eight
years,” Mr. Daley said yesterday in
an interview on the Fox network.

Following tonight’s speech,
“which is an important speech for
the president, for the campaign,
for Democrats, this is Al Gore's
convention, i%. is Al Gore’s cam-
paign and it’s Al Gore's election.”

But from their actions so far, it
appears supporters of Mr. Gore
are not too far off in their criticism
that Mr. Clinton is hanging on to
the Hollywood attention like a pit
bull on a postman.

Yesterday Mr. Clinton attended
a brunch in honor of his Cabinet at
Casa Del Mar, a restaurant in
Santa Monica. He then headed to
Barbra Streisand’s home for an
event to raise millions for his pres-
idential library. Next he attended a
“Jewish community celebration”
at Sony Pictures Studio. He then
dropped by a private reception for
the Arkansas delegation to the
Democratic convention.

Mr. Clinton likely previewed his
valedictory address during the
brunch for his Cabinet. He
tweaked Texas Gov. George W.
Bush, who said at the Republican
National Convention that the

Clinton-Gore administration has
refused to lead.

“I sort of thought, where do they
think those jobs came from, where
do they think those educational
statistics came from?” L

Tonight, Mr. Clinton is expected
to review the nation’s progress
during his presidency, such as a
surging economy, lower crime
rates and shrinking welfare rolls.

Mr. Clinton said there will be no
surprises in his 30-minute ad-
dress. He likened himself to Tina
Turner, noting that she has sung
“Proud Mary” at every concert for
25 years.

“It's kind ‘of like these singers
who have been around a long time
— they always sing their old
songs.”

White House spokesman Joe
Lockhart says Mr. Clinton re-
viewed President Reagan’s ad-
dress at the Republican National
Convention in 1988 as he prepared
his own remarks. Mr. Reagan
praised his understudy, George
Bush, and countered Democratic
calls for a new course by saying:
“We are the change.”

White House aides say Mr. Clin-
ton is unlikely to offer another
apology for the Monica Lewinsky
scandal. Mr. Clinton irked the Gore
campaign Thursday when the
president’s latest personal reflec-

tions about the affair became
front-page news.

In comments yesterday, ‘Mr.
Clinton acknowledged that Mr.
Gore is down in the polls less than

PHOTOCOPY
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three months until the election, but
he told members of his Cabinet to
take heart.

“You should be of good cheer be-
cause we can turn around these
polls,” Mr. Clinton said. “But it’s
not the work of a day. It’s going to
take every day between now and
November and you're going to
have to go to every friend you
have.”

Once the Clintons deliver their
hotly anticipated speeches tonight,
the pair leave Los Angeles and
rendezvous later this week at a
friend’s cabin near Lake Placid,
N.Y.

Mrs. Clinton was upbeat in in-
terviews with reporters from a
handful of New York newspapers
when she talked about her neck-
and-neck Senate race with Repub-
lican Rep. Rick Lazio. She was con-
fident that her differences with
Mr. Lazio will become clearer
after the hoopla subsides.

“It's a question of time,” she
said. “It's a question of issues. And
people understanding what's
really at stake in the election, and
what the differences are between
us.”

Mr. Lazio’s strategy so far, Mrs.
Clinton said, has been a ‘“deliber-
ate obfuscation” of his record that
she finds “troubling.”

Mr. Lazio’s spokesman, Dan
McLagan, countered: “It's flatter-
ing that the first lady would take
this time out of her busy soft-
money feeding frenzy to attack
Congressman Lazio.”
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Lazio Says Mrs. Clinton Deliberately Distorted His Record

By ADAM NAGOURNEY

Representative Rick A. Lazio
harged yesterday that Hillary Rod-
am Clinton had deliberately distort-
1 his voting record in Congress, and
2 prepared to unveil a new adver-
sement today that aides said would
:ature Senator John McCain harsh-
* challenging Mrs. Clinton’s fund-
iising practices in New York.

“I will not be a doormat,” Mr.
azio, a Suffolk County Republican,
2clared outside Junior’s Restau-
ant on Flatbush Avenue in Brook-
m, where he had just consumed a
reakfast of scrambled eggs, home
‘ies and cheesecake. “It is fair to
riticize my record. It is not fair to
iake things up about my record.”

Mr. Lazio made his remarks as
oth Senate candidates struggled to
size the high ground in the debate
7er who went negative first, even as
sth exhibited a level of bellicosity
iat is unusual coming the week be-
re Labor Day, which traditionally
iarks the start of the full-fledged
umpaign season.

The state Democratic Party an-
nounced that its new ad on behalf of
Mrs. Clinton began broadcasting yes-
terday. It ties Mr. Lazio to Newt
Gingrich, the former House speaker,
and asserts that Mr. Lazio supported
Mr. Gingrich in Congress while ex-
pressing opposition to some of his
initiatives while campaigning in New
York. The ad says, “Tell Lazio to

stop playing both sides.”

Even as Mr. Lazio complained
about Mrs. Clinton’s campaign tac-
tics, he prepared to escalate his own
offensive with his second attack ad in
three days. This one, an adviser said,

features Mr. McCain, the Arizona

Republican who has championed
campaign finance reform, asserting
that Mrs. Clinton’s embrace of the
issue was untrustworthy given her
extensive reliance on so-called soft
money, the largely unregulated do-
nations raised by party committees
and outside groups.

Mr. McCain is a prime sponsor of
legislation in the Senate that would
bar the use of soft money, Mrs.

Clinton has endorsed the bill. Mr.
McCain has also praised Mrs. Clin-
ton this year, saying she would be a
Senate ‘“‘star” if elected.

The McCain ad, as well as another
asserting that ‘‘you can’t trust” Mrs.
Clinton, will be the two main Lazio
TV commercials on the air leading
up to Labor Day. Although the osten-
sible issue raised by the McCain ad is
campaign finance, aides to both can-
didates say there is little evidence
that New York voters are particular-
ly interested in that subject. The real
purpose of the ad, a Lazio adviser
said, is to use a politician popular
with New Yorkers to raise questions
about Mrs. Clinton’s credibility in an
area where Republicans and Demo-
crats both believe that Mrs. Clinton
is vulnerable.

Both ads have long been planned,
although Mr. Lazio asserted that he
was introducing them only in re-
sponse to Mrs. Clinton’s attacks over
the last month. She has cited votes he
has cast against Democratic initia-
tives to provide federal financing for

rea Mohi e New Y

epresentative Rick A. Lazio campaigned yesterday at Junior’s Restaurant in Brooklyn. His campaign plans
1 advertisement featuring Senator John McCain challenging Hillary Rodham Clinton on fund-raising.
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hiring teachers, and to expand M
care benefits to pay for prescrip
drug benefits for the elderly.

““The more down in the mud
they get, the more they distort
spout untruths, the more it’s goin
be necessary for us to correct
record,” Mr. Lazio said, add
“You know what the story is. S
stuck in the 40’s in the polls. T
can’t win by being positive. They
only win by trying to tear me dov

Mrs. Clinton was on a campi
fund-raising trip in Seattle yes
day. Cathie Levine, her spokesw
an, challenged Mr. Lazio's as
tions. “The day Lazio entered
race he promised to run a posi
campaign, and has launched n
tive attacks against Hillary since
announcement speech,” she s
“Maybe it’s the drop in the p
Maybe it's because he can’t rw
his record on the issues.”

Mr. Lazio’s aides have clail
that Mrs. Clinton was distorting
record; the candidate went fur
yesterday, suggesting that she
lying. Asked for examples, he ni
that she had said he had voted to
Medicare spending, when in fac
had voted to cut increases in M
care spending. Republicans
Democrats have long argued ¢
whether it is fair to refer to that"
as a vote to cut spending.

With Mrs. Clinton out of tow
fell to State Comptroller H.
McCall and City Comptroller Ala
Hevesi to continue the first la
attacks on Mr. Lazio's tax plan. T
said he had deliberately undert
mated the cost of his plan to diste
himself from George W. Bush’s.

Mr. Lazio attacked Mrs. Clit
after stopping by Junior's, whert
had breakfast with Ruth Morri
Democrat from Brooklyn, am
others. Mrs. Morris said she did
approve of all the negative c
paigning. But Mrs. Morris also !
she might vote for Mr. Lazio becz
she was unhappy with Mrs. Clint
failure to enact a national he
care plan. And her enthusiasm
Mr. Lazio grew after he told her
he would pay for her eggs and hc
fries.

“We came in here to have br¢
fast — and next thing we knew
had an entire contingency from
press,” Mrs. Morris said. “We as
him to pay. And he did. First t}
the Republicans have done for m
a long time."”









WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2000

NEW YORK POST,

SAY that Hillary Clinton

can't be trusted is a little like

describing Charlie Manson as a
jaywalker.

And yet that very decent million-
aire Ni/ort Zuckerman, who owns
the Daily News, has another take
on the matter.

With the News' front page that
screamed, “Rick Gets Personal,”
Mort the Sport, somehow thinks
that Rick Lazio is dealing from the
bottom.

It all has to do with Lazio’s new
TV ad, which simply says: “Hillary
Clinton. You Just Can't Trust
Her.”

Mort, who clings to a disastrous
'60s liberalism, despite his Hamp-
tons lifestyle, somehow thinks this
1s “negative campaigning.”

I talked to Mike Murphy, a bril-
liant political strategist who runs
Lazio’s campaign, and, frankly, I
accused him of getting soft in his
middle years.

Can’t trust her? You should have
given her the whole nine yards, 1
mstructed.

“OK, you want it? Hillary Clin-
ton’s whole political career has
been a negative ad campaign,” said
Murphy.

“We want to stay positive, but we
are not going to let her get away
with trying to lie, distort or destroy
Rick, the same way as she and her
husband tried to do with George
Bush Sr. and Boh Dole.

s should get
down and dirt

STEVE e
DUNLEAVY

“We're not going to go into all her
various scandals, because that
would insult a voter's memory. But
we all know that when you're in-
volved with the Clintons, truth is
the first casualty.”

Well, Murphy works for Lazio.
What would you expect him to say?

But I don't. So I will ask Mort the
Sport or any other Clinton backer
this simple question:

Would you feel comfortable hav-
ing a friend’s daughter working for
Bill Clinton or would you equally
feel comfortable investing in a com-
pany headed by Hillary Clinton?

The bottom line is that Rick
Lazio, a decent husband, father
and longtime pol — whose only
drawback is that he looks too dis-
gustingly young for his age —
should put on his comhat boots.

Get a bit rough son. Tell it like it
is.

I listened to Professor Mitchell
Moss, of the New York University
Taub Research Urban Center, an
organization that deals with ques-

Sce BUNLENYY on Page 32
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. - the New York State

-prise me”

TLE: "Stand :
LENGTH: 30 seconds. o ;
PRODUCER: David Axelrod for

_ Democtatic Gommtttee -
AIRING: Statewide. =~
senm- Male Voice: ;Fxcuse
~ me, did you know that for four
~ years, Rick Lazio was deputy
wh!pto Newt Gingrich i n
Gongress?” o
Woman on street: “No i didn’t :

know that.” -
Man on street: “This does sur— ;

Voice: “And that he help»ed
write and pass the Gingrich
budget, with $270 billion in
Medicare cuts?"

Man: “| find that rather dlsap~
pointing, yes.” .
Woman: “| thought he was
more pro-health care.”

Voice: “And that Lazio followed
Gingrich’s lead and voted for the fargest education
cuts in historv?”

Woman: “Oh, my goodness, | didn’t know that.”
Another woman: “That's not good.”

Voice: *Tell Lazio to stop piaying both sides.”

. Woman: “Who knew?”

\GSUALS: Woman on street; Gingrich asd Lazio
footage with a budget ehart. Words on screen
repeating questions aszked o variois pecpte on
street. The penuliimate screen urges viewers 10
“Call Lazic 202-225-3335" hiéiore ona last coupie

Nas a'deputv‘
o \Jewt Gmgnch

. Sourexs Roll Gall

- on the streetis
showri,

_ AGCURACY: All of
the claims about..
Lazio are true,
except thatthe
Medicare “cuts” -
were actuafly
reductions in pro--
jected spending
increases.

ANALYSIS: o
This Democratic.
Party ad continues:
to hammer away at
Lazio on the hot-
§| button issuesthat
- the first {ady has
been stressing in
her own pofitical
commercials. The
use of the “man on
the street” is-an
attempt to human-
ize Clinion’s nega-
tive claims by focusing on actual people rather
than a politician. Ads like these were eifectively
used by the party against Al D’Amato in 1998.

RESPEESE: “This is like televised push-polling,
where vou czll your opponent a cirly so-and-so
and then ask people what thiey think of him. Team
Clinton has been lving fer so long that now they
can't eveit tell the ditfererce petween reatity aind

fiction. They make ihie boy who cricé walf [ook like
a credible source.”

—- L2zie spokesiman Dan MoLagan.

cOPY.
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@ Dick Chency — His retircment millions
as an oil company exccutive will surely be
cxploited. Even Bob Novak is fretung about it.

{ < Tim Hutchinson
| — Hc'd best enjoy the

TO MARSHA BERRY

Thatdoesn'tsound severed to e, though
the judge says he still intends to (ry to get the
Black Alumni Society, when it meets in Linle

Rock next month, to jerk
its money out of the

e |wouldn'twantto  Unverycf Anars
He should do lhe: be in that Chappaqua - Arc‘hie Schaffer
ot s e DOUs@WithjustBill - tom ey e
nominee, a Democrat — and Hill the morning him a full pardon.
mreioaoffou 8 Butlhope - s

& Mike Huckabee Chelsea’s there. to be n‘egalivc about

— The tnost popular
Arkansas politician sincc
David Pryor. A bass boat,
a black Lab, a guitar, personalized shotgun
shells, a shiny ncw triple-wide with a
whirlpool, 4 wife who bccomes the Lcslie
Basham of the house trailer industry — whuil
clse could a mman want?

Sugar Bution invited even me out for a tour
of the triple-wide. But she did advise me 1o
take a good long look because I more than
likely wouldn’t be invited back.

= Jay Dickey — Only one thing cun beat
him, and that's a massive tumout of black vote
from Pine Bluff south and cast.

& Mike Ress — Be awarc that remnants
of Bill Clinton's old get-out-the-vote appa-
ratus have been spotted in and around the
4th District latcly. And Rodncy Slater, the
secretary of franspontation who was part of

[T RN TS R R R SR TR N O R S TV R

& Janet Huckabee — Talk about grucious.

something this important.
But we're one sprained
ankle away from a real
quarterback void, and the guy on whose ankle
we rely has limited experience and average
skills. Our secondary is so spotly we were
counting on a true freshman to whom the
NCAA has declined to grant an acadcmic
waiver, at least until Woody Bassett gcts
through with them. Now there's a little NCAA
problem with a defensivc standout. Cedric
Cobbs may be the real deal, but he ain't God.

Come let us lower expectations. From 8-
37 No, lower. 7-47 Lower, still, Above .5007?
Yeah. we could do that.

@ Mc — Fear not. I don’t know diddly
about football. &

John Brummen is a columnist and reporier
for Donrey News in Little Rock. His e-mail
address is jbrummett@donreypews.com.
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TO MARSHA BERRY

Hiring arrows from

Al to Hogs

B The lellows in the Monday moming coffec
club at the Temple wanted me to come by and
firc some of conventional wisdom's arrows to
feed their political hunger. [ said I'd be
delighted. You don't see a lot of political
hunger these days. You'd best feed it where
you find i,

But if I'm going to do it for those guys, I
may as well do it for readers.

& Al Gore — Out of Clinton’s shadow,
onto Tipper’s lips.

o Tipper Gore — You know whatpeople
want in politics? They want real. Tipper gives
'em real.

- Hillary Clinton — Each day she takes
on more the look of a loser. Her speech at the
convention flopped. The point of her campaign
still seems to be that New York provides a
convenient venue to receive one's personal
entitlement. Rudy Giuliani was the only thing
she had going for her. I wouldn’t want to be
in that Chappaqua house with just Bill and
Hill the morning of Nov. 8. But I hope
Chelsea’s there.

= Bill Clinton — The political Tiger
Woods of his age. They may indict him. But
all they’ll get is backlash and acquittal.

@ George W. Bush — Ronald Reagan's
policies, Dan Quayle’s brain.

-« Jue Licberman — You know what
peoplc want in politics? They want honor and
integrity. Joc gives 'cm honor and integrity.

iR R

BRUMMETT
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that apparatus, lct slip last week that Clinton
will come to the district for Ross at least once,
maybe twicc.

- The 4th District race — Jt*]] be a good
one with two candidates with their arrows up.

@ John White — The ham-handcd but
visionary chancellor at the University of
Arkansas at Fayeneville managed 10 perform
a public apology to snot-noses in the Legislature
for having comnuaied misdemeanor candor by
declaning thatit’s a joke to expect our legisla-
tors to fund higher education properly.

And here's an update on another of White's
recent problems: Wendell Griffen, the Coun
of Appeals judge who got mad about the reas-
signment of an African-American pal in the
administrative hierarchy and declared that
he was severing all his associations with the
universicy, spoke last week at the Law School
orienation and is in discussions with the polit-
ical scicnce deparunent Lo be a guest lecturer
in the spnng.

P.01-/64



























































