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Clash Time in the Senate Race

New York’s Senate race had settled recently
into a tediously safe campaign between two cau-
tious candidates. All that changed over the weekend
with the politically motivated White House decision
to release a 1998 photograph of Representative Rick
Lazio shaking hands with Yasir Arafat, the Pales-
tinian leader. As a result, Mr. Lazio and Hillary
Rodham Clinton will likely use their debate in
Buffalo on Wednesday to continue their highly
charged battle for the Jewish vote and to defend the
tactics being used in that competition.

Indeed, New York voters will have to judge
substance as well as tactics. On substance, they
should be clear that both sides are trying to sell
pejorative explanations of acceptable diplomatic
behavior. President Clinton was right to shake the
hand of President Fidel Castro of Cuba when they
met at the United Nations last week. Mrs. Clinton
made the correct protocol judgment not to have a
public confrontation with Suha Arafat during a trip
to Israel last year. Finally, Mr. Lazio and the other
Congressmen who joined Mr. Clinton in a meeting
with Mr. Arafat made the appropriate judgment in
shaking Mr. Arafat’s hand.

What New York voters should look for Wednes-
day is the level of maturity with which Mr. Lazio
and Mrs. Clinton discuss the whole range of issues
and the level of skill with which they address this
skirmish. After weeks of long-range exchanges, the
public will at last get a chance to see them really
tested. Mr. Lazio will now have to show that he can
explain the seeming hypocrisy of his position that
some handshakes are worse than others. For her
part, Mrs. Clinton needs to show that she does not
need meddling from a White House well known for
trickery to prop up her candidacy.

PHOTOCOPY

PRESERVATION

With polls showing a very tight race, the debate
offers the advantage of broader exposure for Mr.
Lazio. But with the exposure will come a more
intense kind of testing. So far, Mr. Lazio’s ability to
respond under pressure has been an unknown fac-
tor. His supporters have counted on the deep
animosities that many people feel toward Mrs.
Clinton to keep his campaign moving. Those feel-
ings among conservatives have helped boost state
and national fund-raising for Mr. Lazio. But many
people still want to vote for somebody they feel can
do’the job, not merely against someone who irri-
tates them.

Like the two other debates scheduled before the
election, this one presents difficulties for the first
lady. Since she lacks a legislative record, she must
convince voters by the force of personality and
conviction. Her advisers want her to focus on issues
like education, health care and the economy. Polls
show that Mrs. Clinton has recently gained support
among Jewish voters after months of tension. She
won some applause for using her White House
influence in the effort to keep Jonathan Pollard, an
American convicted of spying for Israel, from being
transferred to a rougher prison environment. Fur-
ther attempts to meddle in this case would almost
surely backfire, however, because of its serious
national security implications.

Against this landscape, we can see key tasks for
each candidate. Mr. Lazio has to show that he can
function outside the cozy world of Long Island
G.O.P. politics. Mrs. Clinton must prove that she can
fight her corner without help from her husband or
the White House press office. And the reality for
both candidates as they face the cameras is that the
winning votes are still in play.







2R E‘rtgc;nt\!._ i e e _

200571 e e s

R & RACES TO WATCH

-~~~

NOLLVANASTHA
AdODOLOHd

Is Senate up for grabs? 13 races are

These seats will
decide control
as Democrats
try to erode,

or even erase,
the GOP's edge

By Kathy Kiely
USA TODAY

WASHINGTUON — The worlds
areatest deliberanve body. as
members like to call 1t wasn't on
nany pundits’ radar screens at the
-art of this political season. Few
nured that Republicans were in
any danger of losing their majority
n the Uniied States Senate.

Buc with eight weeks untit the
election Nov 7 and the GOP hald-
ing a 34-16edge, some Demaaiats
have changed ther minds

“There is an increasing chance
ihat there could be a Demoacrauc
majon ity says Sen. Robert Torn-
L'e'[ll. D-NJ., who teads the party's
Senate campJign committee. Sen-
ate Minority Leader Tom Daschle of
south Dakota now rates his
chances of hecoming  majority
leader as “slighiy less than 50-50."

Republicans don't dispute that
assessment. “it's a very compel-
mve situation.” says Sen. Mich
McConnell, R-Ky. who is directing
the GOP efiort to win Senate races
nationwide, Rather than seeling to
build on their numbers. McConnell
€avs. “our goal is o be still in the
majotity” Thirty-four of ihe Sen-
ale's 300 seats are on the line this
fall. In mosi of those races In-
cumbunits are udds-on lavories o
win re-election. But i least 13 are
likely to be close. with hoth parties
making big mvestments to win,

At siake 15 more than a gavel. A
majority i the Senate means con-
trol of the ksuslative calendar, all
committee  charmanships  and.,
most IMportant next yean, the con-
lirnation pracess. More than 1,000
of the nest mesident’s appointeds,
including  his entire Cabinet, are
subject o Senate approval. So are
Supreme Court justices: the next
president cauld have the chance to
appoint as many as ihree

Even o Democrals dun't win a
majority. nairowing the GOP edue
could pave the way tinr key legisla-
tve vicinies, To Baschie, who has
seen several of his party’s per -
natives defeated by one or twao

Arizona

Incumbent - jon Ky (R)

Challunger Barry Hess (Libettarian)
Curtent outlook Safe Republican

California

fncumbent: Dianne Feinacn (D)
Challenger: Tom Campbafl (R)
Cutsent outlook . Safe Democralic

Connecticut

Incumbent: Joe Licherman (U}
Chaltenger: Plal Giordano (R)
Cuerent nutlook. Safe DemocTatic

Delaware

{incumbent; Wialliam Roth (&)
Chalteager: Tom Carger (D)
Currentauttook: Yossup

Florida

Incumbent: Colitne Mack ), ety
Ropublican: Bill M Coflurax

Dentat Bill Nelson

Independent: Withe lagan

Curtene outlook. Tossup

Georgia

Incumbent! Zell Mller ¢1))
Challenger: Mack Mattingly (i)
Curtent outlook: Sfe Demacratic

Hawaii

Incumbent: Damel Akaka (£}
Chatlenger: Winnet of Sept, 23
Kepubhzan prumary andon jonn
Cartall_fames Delure Fugene
Douglass and Harrw Fresd

Curtent outlook Safe Democratic

Indiana

Incurmbent: Ricluird tugar (R)
Challenger: Daviid lohnkoa (D
Carrent outlonk- Safe Republican

Maine

hcumbent Qlyinpia Sneawe (10)
Challenger: Mark Lavtenceddd)
Current outlook: Sale Republican
Maryland

Incumbent: Paul Sarhanes 1))
Challenger: Paul i(.\?papun IR} |
Cusrent outlend:. Safe Demacratic

Massachusetts

Ecumbent: Eward Keanedy(0)
Challenger rjad: Robinson ' K)
Currel:: outlool, Safe Democratic

The battleground for control of the Senate

Thirty-four stales hold US. Senate elections in Novembes. On this page is a s of 1he leadrng contenders. At the nioment.
rune of the »2lections appear ceffain to be won by Republicans, and 10 are considered sure Demiacralic victories. Among
the more hotly contested seats, six fean Republican, two lean Demiacratic and seven ate consideted tossups.

e
£ e (\
/ P \/ f Mon.

ol

LS

——

1‘. .

ﬁ

Texas ey
” Hana o= ”’. ’-
T N e =
=, g, ’
i, clectavs D T4
Michigan Challenger: Brian Schweitzer 1D)

Incumbent: Spem.e Abraham 'R}
Challerger Dabhie Stabenow (1)
Current ouvetd.. Tossup

Minnesota

< o Grams 1K)

7, WVinker of Tuesday

1 primary amuong Michaz)
N Dayton, jeny lancaich
‘@ Yaninch

Currenl nintoot: Tossup

Mississippi

Inenmbent: heat Lot |K}

Chatte meer: Triay rown «13)
Current sutlaok. Safe Republican
Missouti

Incumbxent; Jubn Ashcron (1)
Chatkanger . Met Cinaklan iD)
Curlent ikl Tossup
Montana

trcurzbent Comad Runs [R)

Current pulovk: Leans Republican

Nebraska

Incumbent: Bab Kueres <1, setinng
Demorrat. Ben Nehon

Repubhican, Don Stenbeay

Cutren outlook, Leans Demotratic

Nevada

Incumbent: Richad Brvan : DL 1etning
Dencarat” Ed Bernsien

Republican: John Easten

Cutien putlogk. Leans Republican

New jersey

Incurnbent; Frank Lauenbery s D)
netnng

Demeaarr fonCoizine

Repmilican’ tab Fiaghs

Curient vullook:, Leans Denweratic

New Mexico
Incurmbent: Jeff ngaman(ly)
Challengesr: Bil tedmond (R}

in the davs leading w Election Day. USA
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Current cutlook: Safe Demuocratic

New York

Incunibent: Dantel Ptk Moyothan
Dl tetsung

Deamaceat: Hallany Rodham ¢ lizton
Republican: Rick L

Current suttook. Tossup

North Dakota

Incumbent; Kemt Conragi{ 1)
Challenger. Duane Sand R)
current outlook: Sefe Democratic

Pennsylvania

Incuznbwent: Rich Santatum iR
Chalterrer- Roa Klink | D)

Custent sull¥-k: Leans Republican

Rhodc Island

hcumben: Lincoln Chake (R)
Challenger: \Wininver of Tue day ¢
Nemun raric primary eiween Richant
L and Holy Weyand

Cutrent outt 4k L-ans Republican

FODAY wiill teature important and llusera-
tive non-piesidential races around the USA.
Today: The battle for the Senate.
Next: The battle tar the House.

Ohio

Incumbent: Mike DeWnne (R)
Challznieet fed Coleste (1))
Cutren owtlook: - Safe Republican

Tennessce

lncwnbent Bilk Fos(R)
Challenea erlf Clark 1))

Curneat outhock: Safe Republican

Utah

Incumtrent: Oson itatch (R)
Challenger s Sats Howell (01
Current vutlock, Safe Republican

Texas

v umhent: Kay Baldey Hutchison (R
Challanger Gene Kelly (D)

Carrent bl Safe Republican

Vermont

Insupibeni: hm jeflords (R
Chiallemzer Winner of Tuesilay ¢

1 1=im0n Tatic Lninmly Iorween Jan
Backus ant B¢t Flanagn

Current autlovk Leans Republican
Virginia

Incuinbeat: Charles Rebl (1)
Chatlenger: Ceorve Allen R}
Current outont.; Fossup

Washington

Incumbesn: Slade Corton (R)
Chall2nger: Winpet of Sept. 19 pnmary
Irenwecen Maria Cantwell and Debcrah
senn

Current aulluok: Leans Republican
West Virginia

Iacunmnent Robert Ryid D)

Challenges - Dovid Gallaber {12)
Cupent outlok, Safv Demuecratic

Wisconsin

Icumpent. Hery Kohl (D)
Challenger: Winnet uf Teesduy's
Demociatic primary benveen j:hn
Cillespres and Bill l aree

Current outleuk: Safe Democratic

Wyoming

hcumhent Cralg hamas(Ry
Chaltenzer Mel Lugan (D)
Current autlovk: Safe Republican

Va0

e GOMs ariginal 55-45 marem of
control i the Senate was whittled
to cight seats wih the death in July
of Sen Paul Coverdell, R-Ga. (eor-
gin Gov. Roy Barnes appointed lel-
Jow Democrat Zell Miller to Cov-
erdells seat. Miller. a populai
formes governor. is heavily favored
to win a sp2¢ial elecnion this fatl

But that gan potennally  was
canceled oui when Vice President
Gore named Sen. Jov Licherman.
D-Conn.. 1o be his running mate, If
fieborman s elected vice presi-
dent, Connecticut’s Republican
governor, John Ruwland. will name
b o~

o wirt @ magority i the Senade
for the: first tume since 1994, Dem-
otrat: need to gam fve seats, Re-
publicans have titne Nest-tenm sen-
alors up o re-clection. many m
states that tend io vote Deno-
cate 2ut only three of those —
Spencer Abraham o Michigan,
John Ashicroft of Missoust and Rod
Grams of Minesota — Jc seri-
ously threatened thiy year,

In ather states where they ap-
peared 1o have appartumbies,
Demeerals couldn’t vecrud sttong
candidates. /s 3 result. Sem. Mike
DeWme of Ohio. John Kyl of Arizo-
na andd Rirt: Saarnenoy of Penn-

sylvania. all once though to be val-
nerable, have substanhal leads
Fow vetetan Demacrats are ietir-
iIng this year. but onlv one Repub-
lican 1s, Demaocrats are favored 1o
winl twoaot the open seats. Two are
tassips. One i< leanng Republican
For now. the conseensus among pol-
ilcians 15 1hat Democrats wilt chip
away at the Repubbcans’ Senate
majorty. but not elimnate it
Senate races to walch.

VULINERABLE DEMOCRAT

» Virginia: Democrane Sen
Chuch RohY has narrieaed the dou-

ble -t leadt that fortes governas
Ceeorze Allen once had over tim
the palls. Allew s sel) leading, how-
eve, and Republicans aie conlidert
e will hee ahead an Electon Day.
Allei 18 2 1ty amony senate chal
lengers: He has 13ised more maney
than the incumbent. As of june 30,
Allen had collected 36,7 million o
hohh's 34 million.

VULNERABLE REPUBLICANS

» Delaware: Senate Frsance
Conyvanrtee Chairm:zn Williaim Roth
tices s toughest fizht an years
azame: Democratk Gov lom Carp-

e1. Given his post atop the Senate™s
poweriul ax-wnting panel. Roth
has the lead i fundiaismg, But age
could be d factor: Roth 1s 79, Carpet
53 Carper’s eanly lead i the polls
has vanished. Republicans sav Rath
has momeanrm

» Michigzan: Abraham is seen as
one of the COP's most vuinerable
Irechmen. He's drawn a tough op-
prnenn an Rep, Debbie Stabeanw.
Although Abrahany s running far
ahead of Stabenave m fundraising
and haz bren the beneficlary of 4
multinnllion-doltar  television  ad

chllnuml on 184w




Continued from 17A

campaign underwritten largely by
business groups, recent polls show
the race is a dead heat.

» Minnesota: Despite a four-
way Democratic primary that
won't be decided until Tuesday
night, strategists in both parties
think Grams is vulnerable.

A Minneapolis Star Tribune poll
of 1,034 adults taken in late August
gave him ratings of 38% favorable,
39% unfavorable. Two of the Demo-
crats seeking the Senate nomina-
tion are independently wealthy;
the national Democratic Party is
prepared to bankroll the winner.

» Missouri: Democratic Gov.
Mel Carnahan kicked off the first
2000 Senate campaign in the na-
tion when he declared in Novem-
ber 1998 his intention to run
against Ashcroft, this state’s conser-
vative Republican senator. The can-
didates have accused each other of
everything from racism to consort-
ing with pornographers.

Democrats and Republicans alike
rate the race a dead heat.

»'Montana: One top GOP strat-
egist says that Democratic chal-
lenger Brian Schweitzer is running
the best campaign in the country
as he seeks to upset Republican in-
cumbent Conrad Burns. But run-
ning on the same ticket as Gore
could hamper Schweitzer, a ranch-
er and herb grower, in this conser-
vative Rocky Mountain state. Re-
publicans rate this a tough race but
think Burns will triumph.

» Rhode Island: Republican

By Mark Foley, AP

Nelson: Florida's Democratic trea-
surerf/insurance commissioner,

Lincoln Chafee inherited the seat of
his late father, popular 23-year
Senate veteran John Chafee, last fall
and has done nothing to alienate
voters in this Democratic-leaning
state. In fact, the National Repub-
lican Senatorial Committee is pay-
ing for ads that boast about the
number of times Chafee voted
against his own party. Meanwhile,
Democrats are having a family feud
over their own nominee. The bitter
Democratic primary between Rep.
Ron Weygand and former lieuten-
ant governor Richard Licht will be
decided Tuesday night.

» Washington: GOP Sen. Slade

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

By Shawn Baldwin, AP

Lazio: GOP representative campaigns in New York City on Saturday. He
became the party’s Senate candidate after Rudy Giuliani dropped out.

Gorton has to disassociate himself
from his party’s conservative Capi-
tol Hill leadership in this moderate
state. He's under fire for voting
against a glan to provide prescrip-
tion drug benefits to seniors. Maria
Cantwell, a businesswoman, is fa-
vored to win the Democratic pri-
mary Sept. 19 against state Insur-
ance Commissioner Deborah Senn.

OPEN SEATS

» New York: Democrat Daniel
Patrick Moynihan is retiring. The
National Republican Senatorial
Committee’s bumper sticker for
this race doesn't even mention the
party’s candidate, Rep. Rick Lazio.
It simply says. "l Wish | Lived in
New York — So | Could Vote Against

Hillary Clinton.” This contest has
been all about the first lady. the
first presidential spouse ever to
seek elective office. More than $60
million has been poured into the
race, which is a dead heat. The first
debate is Wednesday.

» Florida: Republican Connie
Mack is retiring. Rep. Bill McCol-
lum, one of the House Judiciary
Committee members who prose-
cuted President Clinton during his
impeachment trial in the Senate. is
the GOP candidate. He faces Demo-
crat Bill Nelson, a former congress-
man who now seives as Florida's
treasurer and insurance commis-
sioner. a job that puts him in front
of the TV cameras every time a
hurricane strikes. Another Demo-
crat, state Rep. Willie Logan, an Af-

e, ©

By Eric Brady. The Roanoke Times, via A

Robb: Virginia's Democratic incumbent. who is trailing in polls, waves
to voters last week during a Labor Day parade in Buena Vista.

rican-American, is running as an
independent. Nevertheless, Demo-
crats think this race is one of their
best chances for a pickup.

» Nebraska: Democrat Bob
Kerrey is retiring. Former Demo-
cratic governor Ben Nelson is bet-
ter known than GOP Attorney Gen-
eral Don Stenberg and has nearly
twice as much money. But Nelson
blew a big lead in a 1996 race
against Sen. Chuck Hagel. And he
has to try to keep his distance from
Gore in this heavily Republican
state. Republicans hope Stenberg
will be helped by a big win here by
GOP presidential candidate George
W. Bush.

» New Jersey: Democrat Frank
Lautenberg is retiring. Democrat
Jon Corzine and Republican Rep.

Bob Franks each had raised about
$2.5 million as of last month. How-
ever, Corzine, a retired investment
banker, has underwritten his cam-
paign with $33 million of his own
money. That gives him a big boost
in a state served by the expensive
New York and Philadelphia media
markets.

Nevada: Democrat Richard Bry-
an is retiring. Former GOP repre-
sentative John Ensign, who two
years ago came within 428 votes of
knocking off Nevada's other sena-
tor, Democrat Harry Reid. entered
this race a heavy favorite. He has
raised nearly rwice as much money
as his Democratic opponent, Ed
Bernstein. Repubtlicans consider
Nevada their best bet for picking
up a Democratic seat.
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She adds

a Kennedy;
ne’s getting
PBA’S nod

continued  vesterday  as
Hillary  Rodham  Clinton

picked up the support of

Robert Kennedy  Jr. and
Rick Lazio was o get the
nod from the city police
union today.

Speaking to reporters at
the 79th Street Boat Basin
in  Manhattan, Kennedy
vecalled watching his fa-
ther successfully shed the
“carpethagger” label in his
1964 New York Senate
race — and predicted this
vear's  Demwocratic  candi-
date will do the same.

"It is against everything
we stand for as a state to
say that vou can’t partici-
pitte in public life in this
state because you weren't
born here,” said Kennedy.,
who was 10 when his fa-
ther was clected.

“We are the Empire
State. The  best  people
from all over the country

HICK LAZIO
Defends enviro record.

SAILING ALCNG: Robert Kennedy Jr. literally stands
behind Hiflary Clinton as she accepts his endorsemenl
yesterday at the 79th Street Boat Basin.

in every walk of life gravi-
tate toward New York.”

Rennedy, who runs an
environmental-law pro-
gram at Pace Unmiversity
and the Hudson River-
keeper program. said Re-
publican Lazio hasn’t done
enough to protect the envi-
ronment in his eight vears
in Congress.

“Rick Lazio can’t point to
a single instance in which
he has ever demonstrated
environmental leader-
ship.” Kennedy said.

But he  conceded  that
l.azio helped his River-
keeper group this year by
writing a “very good letter”
to the Army Corps of Engi-
neers  about  protecting
New York City’s upstate
water supply.

In a statement e-mailed
to supporters on Tuesday,
Lazio  noted  that  he
drafted a bhill that would
allocate $80 million ta pro-
tect Long Island Sound.

“New York State has a
wealth  of  natural  re-
sources  guarded by both
state  and  federal  law
While in Congress. | con-
sistently voted 1o uphold

Hillary

Robert Kennedy Jr. predicted
will successfully shed the

“carpetbagger” label, just like
his dad did in the 1964 New
York Senate race.

and  strengthen  those
laws,” Lazio saud.

After  fund-raising  in
Texas. Alabama and Loui-
siina vesterday. Lazio will
be in the city today to pick
up the endorsement of the
Patrolmen’s Benevolent
Assaciation, the union rep-
resenting 27,000 New
York City cops.

Meanwhile. a poll of up-
state  residents  shows
Lazio leading Clinton in
the heavily Republican re-
gon, 50.8 percent to 41.]
percent.

The Zogby International
poll of 1.200 likely upstate
voters also had Al Gore
leading George W, Bush in
the presidential race, 45.4
percent to 41.1 pereent.

Pollster John Zoghy siand
his =urvey’s findings were
“not the greatest news tor
Rick Lazio.”

“Generally  speaking, o
Republican should win up-
state New York by better
than 10 points and Lazio
15 right on the neorgim,” he
said.

The poll. conducted trom
Aug. 29 to Sept. 2, has a
margin of ervor ot plus or
minus 3 percentage points.
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Pol tweaks Guomo on
‘political’ $$ handout

Senate investigators charged
yesterday that Housing Secretary
Andrew Cuomo played politics
and ignored his department’s own
rules when he tosk away New
York City’s ability to hand out
homeless grants last year.

Sen. Kit Bond (R-Mo.), who

By Brian Blomquist in
Washington and Kirsten Danis
in New York

oversees funding of the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, hinted that Cuomo
targeted Mayor Giuliani just to
help fellow Democrat Hillary
Clinton in her Senate race.

“There were other motives at
play,” Bond said yesterday. “This
was a fundamental abuse of due
process.”

At the time Cuomo yanked Giu-
liani’s power to hand out home-
less grants, Giuliani was running
as the GOP candidate for Senate
against Clinton — and Clinton

ANDREW CUOMO
Trumped Rudy.

had announced that one of Cuo-
mo’s top aides, Bill de Blasio,
would become her campaign man-
ager. Cuomo himself has repeat-
edly said he’s keen on running for
governor of New York.

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION

Bond’s investigators concluded
Cuomo had no authority to sanc-
tion Giuliani and that his aides
used repealed and irrelevant laws
to justify the action.

Giuliani charged yesterday that
the report showed the “federal
government was being used to
help Hillary Clinton’s campaign.”

“I have no doubt that was being
done ... It was absolutely an in-
correct way to use the federal gov-
ernment,” the mayor said.

Cuomo announced last Decem-
ber he would hand out grants di-
rectly to homeless centers in New
York, rather than let the city dole
out the funds. His order came a
week after a federal judge ruled
the city had improperly down-
graded a homeless shelter, Hous-
ing Works, to keep it from getting
a $2.4 million grant. The judge
ruled that Housing Works should
get the grant.

Cuomo’s spokeswoman, Lisa
MacSpadden, said the judge’s rul-
ing gave HUD officials the au-
thority to revoke the city's author-
ity to hand out $60 million in
homeless grants, but Housing ofti-
cials didn’t respond to the specific
charge that Cuomo’s aides justi-
fied their decision with repealed
and irrelevant laws.

MacSpadden accused Bond of
“playing election-year politics”
and producing a “political report,”
and Cuomo’s aides stressed none
of the many e-mails turned over
to Bond’s investigators contained
any reference to the New York
Senate race.

Bond'’s investigators also chided
Cuomo’s staff for neglecting to tell
the federal judge in the Housing
Works case that they had plans
all along to provide enough money
for the shelter, regardless of how
the city ranked it.
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sbert Kennedy Jr. said at a Manhattan news conference yesterday that the “carpetbagger” tag should not be an obstacle to Hillary Clinton’s candid:

Robert Kennedy, Citing Environment, Endorses Hillary Clinto

By RANDAL C. ARCHIBOLD

Robert F. Kennedy Jr. endorsed
llary Rodham Clinton’s Senate
ndidacy yesterday, declaring that
e would show leadership on envi-
nmental concerns he champions
id would overcome the “‘carpetbag-
T tag that also threatened his
ther’s bid for a Senate seat from
2w York in 1964.

Mr. Kennedy, an environmental
wyer in Westchester County who
id considered running for the seat
rs. Clinton is seeking, stood at her
de at the 79th Street Boat Basin in
anhattan and delivered her second
idorsement on environmental is-
es in two days. On Tuesday, she
as endorsed by the Sierra Club.
Mr. Kennedy credited Mrs. Clinton
ith exerting influence on the Clin-
n administration to take steps to
‘otect the lands around New York
ity’s upstate drinking water sup-

plies from development, a battle Mr.
Kennedy has waged for several
years. He said that during a “‘semi-
nar” he conducted for Mrs. Clinton
this year, she had demonstrated a
strong interest in that problem and
in such other issues as cleaning up
chemical contamination from the
Hudson River.

Although Mr. Kennedy acknowl-:

edged that Mrs. Clinton’s Republican
opponent, Representative Rick A.
Lazio, had agreed to write a letter to
the Army Corps of Engineers urging
further protection of the watershed,
Mr. Kennedy faulted him for not
taking the initiative on protecting the
environment.

Mr. Kennedy adopted the favored
Clinton campaign tactic of linking
Mr. Lazio to his former ally, former
House Speaker Newt Gingrich, who
Mr. Kennedy said was vehemently
against the environment.

Speaking of Mr. Lazio, Mr. Ken-
nedy said: ““You can’t point — and
Rick Lazio can’t point — to a single
instance in which he has ever demon-
strated environmental leadership on
any environmental issue. He walked
in lockstep with the Gingrich Con-
gress.”

Mr. Kennedy also addressed an
assertion that Mr. Lazio has con-
stantly repeated: that Mrs. Clinton is
a “‘carpetbagger’” who moved here
in January only to establish residen-
cy for her Senate bid. The same
charge was leveled against Robert F.
Kennedy Sr., who moved from Mas-
sachusetts to New York City in 1964
for a Senate run that he won by a
narrow margin.

Mr. Kennedy, who was 10 when his
father ran, said: ‘The passions
against my father were equal to or
exceeded what I have seen. This is
the question that was asked about my

father: Is somebody who is not 1
in this state capable of putting i
offering leadership to this state?
my answer to that is resoundir
yes, they are. New Yorkers ¢
from everywhere. We have the 1
cosmopolitan community in N
America and maybe one of the r
cosmopolitan in the world.”

Dan McLagan, a spokesman
Mr. Lazio, dismissed Mr. Kenne
assertions as partisan rhetoric,
said the congressman had a ¢
environmental record that inch
supporting the cleanup of Long
land Sound and more closely reg
ing mining practices believed thi
ening to the environment,

“I think New Yorkers are r
impressed by Rick Lazio’s
record on the environment,”
McLagan said, “‘than by Mrs.
ton's empty promises and par
endorsements.”











































































































































































































































































































