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Senate candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton fields questions in front of New York's €ity Hall
after receiving endorsements yesterday for her commitment to homosexual issues.

Conservative group puts
Hillary’s record in book

Paperback going to 6 million New York voters -

By Steve Miiler

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

More than 6 million New York voters will
receive copies of a 90-page book that calls
Senate candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton'’s
record one of ‘“scandal, corruption and
radical politics.”

The Virginia-based American Conserva-
tive Union (ACU) is mailing out copies of
the paperback book.

Authored by the group’s executive direc-
tor Christian Josi, the book has been mailed
so far to nearly 2 million people on the con-
servative union’s nationwide mailing list.

It is part of a $7 million effort to distrib-
ute the book to New York voters, an ACU
spokesman said.

Titled “Hillary Rodham Clinton: What
Every American Should Know,” the book
discusses the first lady’s ill-fated health
care plan, the Vince W. Foster Jr. suicide,
the firing of White House travel office em-
ployees and Whitewater.

“The goal is to get this into the hands of
every voter in New York,” said Ian Walters,:
the conservative union’s spokesman. “Lib-
eral, conservative, Democrat, Republican.”

Clinton spokesman Howard Wolfson said
the multimillion-dollar push to distribute
the book is transparent.

“Unfortunately, there are conservative
groups that are willing to spend millions of
dollars spreading lies around the state,” Mr.
Wolfson said. “They can't rely on issues so
they rely on insults. I think New Yorkers
will see this for what it is.”

Mr. Walters said the book was being
readied when New York Mayor Rudolph W.
Giuliani was still the presumed Republican
opponent of the first lady, “and I want to
emphasize very much that we are not
Giuliani fans,” Mr. Walters said.

New York Rep. Rick Lazio, who replaced
Mr. Giuliani as a candidate in April, has
received only average ratings by the con-
servative union daring his three full terms
as a congressman.

‘“This is not done in behalf of any oppo-
nent [of the first lady),” Mr. Walters said.

A spokesman for the Democratic Sen-
atorial Campaign Committee called the
mailing a “$7 million smear campaign.”

“Theoretically, we could put together
something to counter this,” said committee
spokesman David DiMartino. “But it is not
something we would do. Most of the things
that have been published accusing Hillary
of things have been discredited.”

The book mailing project is the largest
ever for the 35-year-old group, which has
aligned itself over the years with stalwart
conservatives such as Ronald Reagan and
Sen. Jesse Helms.

“I have received hundreds of phone calls
and letters,” Mr. Josi said. “They are pretty
evenly split — some say I was too easy on
her and on the other side, I get calls that say
I'm the son of the devil.”

He wrote the book with a single purpose:
“Any one of these scandals would doom anv
candidacy in the country, yet she has tons
of scandals and the media has been willing
to give her a pass. So this is a voter educa-
tion project.”

Also enclosed in the mailing is a letter
from former Rep. Gerald Solomon, New
York Republican, who retired last year.

In the letter, Mr. Solomon, who now runs
his own lobbying firm, tells voters: “Mrs.
Clinton is intent upon seeking the power to
tell the rest of us how to live our lives.”

Mr. Solomon said in an interview yester-
day that the media has fallen down in its
coverage of Hillary-related controversy.

“The media just does not tell the whole
story,” said Mr. Solomon, who has been af-
filiated with the ACU for many years. Mrs.
Clinton “really believes that big govern-
ment knows best. I really think she would
be a disaster for our state.”

Polls have Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Lazio
tied, with the first lady keeping an edge in
New York City while Mr. Lazio continues to
play well in the suburbs.
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Former sex-hias club ho$ted Lazio

ICK LAZIO attended a fund-

raiser-this week at a ritzy
New Jersey country club that was
part of a sexual-discrimination
controversy in 1997.
- Lazio and New Jersey GOP Sen-
ate candidate Bob Franks ap-
peared at a joint fund-raiser for
the Monmouth County Republi-
can Committee at the Navesink
Country Club.

The club had been one of about

)

30 in the state that placed restric-
tions on when female members
could play golf. Until a state law
was passed in 1997 that forbids
the practice, female members at
Navesink couldn’t hit the links on
the weekends until after 11:30
a.m.

“Rick obviously opposes discrim-
ination in any form, but this club
doesn’t discriminate [now] so I fail
to see the relevance,” said Lazio
spokesman Dan McLagan.

“Mrs. Clinton’s state of Arkan-
sas flies a flag with confederate
flag elements in it. Does that
make Mrs. Clinton pro-slavery?”

|

Hillary Rodham Clinton bet on
Dictator Rudy yesterday — and
lost.

The first lady campaigned at the
racetrack in Saratoga Springs, as
the state AFL-CIO was hosting its
annual outing in this summer re-
sort town.

Clinton was besieged by sup-
porters, several of whom gave her
their betting tickets. One was for
Dictator Rudy — a long shot that
finished dead last in the seventh
race.
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CAMPAIGN BUZZ

Clinton also hit the -grandstand,
where a spectator gave her tickets
for all the horses in the eighth
race.

“I've got a winner here some-
where,” the first lady said, but she
didn’t cash any of her tickets.

|

It seemed odd at first that La-
zio’s chief Jewish adviser, Jona-
than Greenspan, accompanied the
Republican candidate to greet the
lunchtime throng at the South
Street Seaport this week.

Greenspan doesn't often join
Lazio at public events and there
was no obvious “Jewish angle” to
the appearance.

But a busload of Syrian Jewish
children suddenly materialized
and Lazio quickly plunged into
the sea of yarmulke-wearing kids.

Oy! What a photo op!

One of the kids’ supervisors said
he didn't know Lazio was going t.
be around, but could it really jusi
be a coincidence?

Greenspan only smiled.

|

A remarkable videotape of an
unguarded Sen. Chuck Schumer
letting it all hang out with a
small group of supporters recently
at a private home on Long Island
is chock full of stunning revela-
tions.

On the tape made by cable TV
host Zev Brenner, not only does
the Brooklyn Democrat say Hill-

ary would vote lock-step with him_

on Israel, he also:

@ Heaps praise on Mayor Giuli-
ani as a great friend of the Jews
and says he would “have a diffi-
cult time” if he had to make the
case that Hillary would be better
for Jews than Rudy.

B Expresses fear that President
Clinton may lean on Israel to
grant peace concessions because
the president is thinking about
his post-White House legacy.

W Predicts newly installed Sy-
rian ruler Bashar Assad will be
ousted within three months.

B Discloses he cut a deal two
decades ago to endorse Rep. Major
Owens (D-Brooklyn) if Owens
agreed to vote like Schumer on
the Mideast. Schumer said Owens
kept his side of the bargain.
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Mrs. Clinton a Name to Beat
Even in a New Jersey Race

By DAVID M. HALBFINGER

TRENTON, July 25 — As Repre-
sentative Robert D. Franks gets his
campaign for the United States Sen-
ate from New Jersey up to speed, the
liberal Democrat he says he is run-
ning against is beginning to sound
like someone named Hillary Rodham
Corzine.

At a news conference here on Mon-
day, Mr. Franks said Jon S. Corzine,
the Democratic nominee, was trying
to bring back Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton’s failed health care reform plan,
and he attacked both Mr. Corzine
and Mrs. Clinton as ‘‘celebrity candi-
dates' trying to fool voters with fan-
cy television commercials.

Today, Mr. Franks sent out 100,000
fund-raising letters citing Mrs. Clin-
ton as one of the liberals ‘“‘New Jer-
sey can’t afford.” Tonight, he joined
Mrs. Clinton’s opponent, Representa-
tive Rick A. Lazio, at a New Jersey
fund-raiser for both men.

After the June 6 primary, advisers
to Mr. Corzine said he would attack
Representative Franks by linking his
most conservative votes to the for-
mer House speaker, Newt Gingrich.
He has yet to do so, however, and the
Gingrich name does not seem as
potent with liberal voters as it used
to be. But Mr. Franks has found his
own Newt Gingrich, it seems, and
she is just across the Hudson.

*] don’t think voters know Jon
Corzine as well as they know Hilla-
ry,”" said Candace L. Straight, Mr.
Franks's finance chairwoman. ‘‘But
we've had eight years of Hillary.
She’s a national figure, she has a
record, and she has a very liberal
agenda. And from what I can see and
watch of Jon Corzine, he's to the left
of Hillary.”

Stephen Salmore, a Republican
strategist and retired Rutgers pro-
fessor, noted that although Mrs. Clin-
ton had tried to link Mr. Lazio to Mr.
Gingrich, she soon abandoned that
approach. But turning that tactic
against her could work for Mr.
Franks, Mr. Salmore said.

“He’s trying to define himself,”
Mr. Salmore said. ‘‘He can't say he’s
not Corzine, because nobody knows
who Corzine is. So he’s not Hillary.
And unlike Newt Gingrich, Hillary
not only hasn’t lost her power as an
icon, she’s going to be in everyone’s
face.”

Ms. Straight said tonight’s joint
event with Mr. Lazio, a house party
in Red Bank, was merely a chance
for the two men to tap into each

P
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other’'s database of donors. ‘“My
mother's maxed out for Bob, so she's
bringing her $1,000 check for Rick,”
she said.

Still, raising Mrs. Clinton’s name
has become a surefire way to ener-
gize conservative donors across the
country, as Mayor Rudolph W. Giuli-
ani found when he raised millions
through direct-mail solicitations be-
fore quitting the Senate race in New
York. And for Mr. Franks, whose
opponent can tap into a personal
fortune of more than $400 million,
every dollar will count.

The event with Mr. Lazio was ex-
pected to produce only about $50,000
for each Republican candidate. A
more important test will be on
Thursday night, when Mr. Franks
holds his first major fund-raiser, a
dinner honoring Senator John Mc-
Cain of Arizona that is expected to
draw 500 contributors paying $1,000.

In his letter to prospective contrib-
utors, Mr. Franks styled himself a
David taking on a financial Goliath,
and freely acknowledged that he has
no hope of outspending Mr. Corzine,
who spent more than $35 million in
the primary alone. ‘I don't have to
match Jon Corzine’s spending dollar-
for-dollar,”” he wrote. ‘‘But I do need
enough advertising to let voters com-
pare my platform to Jon Corzine’s
ultraliberal agenda.”

Mr. Salmore said Mr. Franks was
wise to link Mr. Corzine’s advertise-
ments to Mrs. Clinton's, since most
New Jersey residents will be bom-
barded with both.

‘‘He's trying to get people to the
point that when they see Corzine’s
ads, they go, ‘Here’s the ad again,’ ™’
he said. ““Franks is saying, ‘Here's a
guy who doesn't know the value of a
dollar. He's teamed up with Hillary,
who wants to spend your money ex-
travagantly. Just like Hillary, he’s
cosseted from the press, avoiding
debates, and trying to introduce him-
self to the public solely through TV
ads." For someone who's going to
lose the TV war, at least in volume,
that’s not a bad strategy."

Whether it will work with moder-
ate Republicans, Democrats and the
unaffiliated voters who make up
nearly three-fifth of the New Jersey
electorate, of course, remains to be
seen.

“The 15 percent of the country that
really hates Hillary Clinton thinks of
her as just a rigid socialist,”’ said one
Corzine adviser. “You’re just not go-
ing to sell that on Jon Corzine, the
former C.E.O. of Goldman Sachs.” _

B

——a .-

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVATION


























































































THE NEW YORK TIMES EDITORIALS /LETTERS TUESDAY, JULY 182000

Mrs. Clinton’s Credible Response

It is a sour coincidence that Hillary Rodham
Clinton should be accused of using anti-Semitic
language while negotiations are under way at Camp
David that represent the best chance in decades for
a comprehensive peace settlement in the Middle
East. But in another sense, this juxtaposition of
domestic politics and foreign policy provides an
opportunity to examine a serious underlying princi-
ple. There is no doubt, in our view, that Mrs. Clinton,
if elected to the Senate, would be a firm supporter of
Israel’s security, its aspirations for peace and its
economic vitality. We say that without imputing any
weakness on these issues to her Republican oppo-
nent, Representative Rick Lazio. Our intent is sim-
ply to say that this is one of those campaign
moments when voters need to look at long-term
policy prospects rather than the controversy of the
moment.

To be sure, Mrs. Clinton’s handling of matters
important to New York’s Jewish voters has been
fraught with controversy since the start of her
candidacy to succeed Senator Daniel Patrick Moy-
nihan, a fellow Democrat. But her early gaffes were
not as shocking as depicted by detractors who want
to see her lose part of a constituency that is essen-
tial to any Democrat in a tight statewide race. Mrs.
Clinton’s 1998 remark that she would favor creation
of a Palestinian state is now not far afield from
current Israeli and American policies. Both govern-
ments are open to establishment of such a state as
part of the Camp David negotiations. Her appear-
ance with Yasir Arafat’s wife, Suha, last year, while
awkward, was nonetheless handled in a way that did
not disrupt sensitive negotiations between Israeli
and Palestinian leaders. The Israeli prime minister,
Ehud Barak, was among those defending Mrs. Clin-
ton.

The current complication centers on the report
in a new book about the Clintons’ marriage, ‘‘State

of a Union,” by Jerry Oppenheimer, that she used
an anti-Semitic slur in an argument with the man-
ager of her husband’s losing Congressional cam-
paign in 1974. Those not present can never be '
absolutely certain about what was said at the cam-
paign headquarters that day. But the circumstan-
tial evidence inclines us strongly toward believing
Mrs. Clinton when she says she never used such
language. The alleged remark took place only a few
years after Mrs. Clinton’s expansively humanistic
commencement speech at Wellesley and soon after
she had worked in a sophisticated legal environ-
ment for the impeachment of a president, Richard
M. Nixon, who did use anti-Semitic language. Mrs.
Clinton by her own admission has a volatile temper,
but this kind of language seems out of keeping with
her philosophy and a well-documented history of
public remarks and private political conversations.

The latest Quinnipiac University poll shows
Mrs. Clinton getting 54 percent of the Jewish vote to
34 percent for Mr. Lazio. In order to win, she
probably has to come close to the 76 percent gained
by Senator Charles Schumer in 1998. Her decision to
abandon her usual no-comment mode in favor of a
passionate, almost teary response to the allegation
of anti-Semitic language was a sound one. President
Clinton’s decision to step into the fray, while under-
standable as husbandly concern, was probably less
helpful to the political task confronting Mrs. Clinton.
Her problem extends beyond any single constituen-
cy group.

This is going to be a grindingly brutal campaign.
FFrom now on, Mrs. Clinton will be under continuous
pressure to assert her independence from her hus-
band and to fight her own fights. She also has to
explain her policies and reveal her personality to an
electorate that does not know her well. In this in-
stance, we think she made a convincing case that she
did not use the language ascribed to her.
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True or net, sickening story is all too easy to helieve

ID Hillary Clinton really
call a cowed campaign
worker a “f- - -ing Jew bastard™?

It may not really matter.

Clinton and her newly obedient
husband are whining that the
story of a slur Hillary is alleged
to have screamed in disgust
some 26 years ago was planted
by a fuzzy conspiracy of disgrun-
tled ex-staffers, unfriendly
media and political rivals.

Blaming others without proof,
ruining reputations to pay for
real or imagined Clinton sins is
nothing new. But this time, use
of the trademark Clinton tactic
points to a deeper problem.

It may not matter to some
Jews whether Hillary hurled the
offensive phrase. Hillary’s Jew-
ish problem centers on the fact
that the remark rings believable.

For the first time in Hillary
Clinton’s public life, she needs
the support of Jews to get ahead.

But do they really need her?

Hardly.

Jews don’t need to believe she

called anyone, Jewish or other-
wise, a “f- - -ing bastard” to real-
ize that the woman has long dis-
played indifference, bordering on
hostility, to Jews.

Her horrendous record dates
back at least to 1987 and '88,
when Hillary Clinton served as
chairwoman of the New York-
based New World Foundation,
which  bankrolled left-wing
causes.

As Evan Gahr, an adjunct fel-
low of the Hudson Institute, has
written, the foundation awarded
$15.000 to an organization that
openly funneled cash to two
groups controlled by the Pales-
tinian Liberation Organization
— in the days before the PLO re-
nounced violence toward Israel.

Hillary’s tin ear on things Jew-
ish surfaced again early in her
Senate campaign. She voiced
support for Palestinian state-
hood. Then, after the predictable
outcry, she turned around and
called Jerusalem the indivisible
capital of Israel.

In January, she marched to the

ANDREA
PEYSER

headquarters of the Rev. Al
Sharpton, whose gentler euphe-
misms for Jews include “dia-
mond merchants” and “white in-
terlopers.”

In her presence. the Rev. Floyd
Norris saw fit to tell a story
about his experiences being fired
from jobs by “two Jews.” Nice
company she keeps.

Hillary has yet to offer a satis-
factory explanation as to why it
took her weeks to rebut Suha Ar-
afat’s reckless accusations, made
in Hillary’s nodding presence,
that Israel was poisoning Arab
children.

Hillary's Jewish problem is of
her own making. But don't ex-
pect a Clinton to accept responsi-

bility. Last week, The Post’s
Gregg Birnbaum reported that a
memo circulating within the
Clinton camp blamed *“inaccur-
ate, misleading” press coverage
for Hillary's failure to win the
hearts of a sufficient number of
Jews.

She just doesn’t get it.

This weekend, Hillary un-
leashed an eager attack dog —
her husbhand, Bill.

It's not surprising that the
president chose to defend his
wife to the fawning Daily News
— whose owner, Mortimer Zuck-
erman, played Hillary's host last
March at the Inner Circle char-
ity dinner.

But the list of enemies Clinton
singled out for slander was
breathtaking in scope. Not to
mention. chutzpah.

Without offering proof, the
president seemed to blame Sen-
ate rival Rick Lazio for Hillary's
“character assassination.”

He trashed Jerry Oppenheimer
— author of “State of a Union:
Inside the Complex. Marriage of
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Bill and Hillary Clinton,” which
contains the “bastard” quote —
for having worked for the Na-
tional Enguirer. Never mind
that Oppenheimer's sources were
quoted on the record, in keeping
with the strictest journahstic
standards.

Clinton attacked Paul Fray.
the ex-campaign worker who
maintains Hillary called him a
“Jew bastard.” Fray, according to
the president. had shown “irra-
tional behavior.” §

Another man who says he
heard the “bastard” remark, ex-
campaign worker Neill McDon-
ald — a Clinton supporter to this
day — was bashecf) g the presi-
dent as a failure who went to
work for his brother because “no
one else would hire him.”

In defending Hillary against
one “character assassination,”
the president has committed sev-
eral more.

The president has handed New
York Jews yet another reason to
believe the “Jew bastard” re-
mark could be real.

Nice work. - - .
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Bill’s help could
backfire on his
wife’s campalgn

By DEBORAH ORIN
and RITA DELFINER

President Clinton’s dash
to his wife’s defense over
her al-
leged use
of a Jew-
ish slur
had some
analysts
debating
yesterday
whether it
is a boost
— or will
backfire.

It was
the latest
example of
presiden-
tial remarks and adminis-
tration actions that some
have interpreted as a bid
to help Hillary Clinton in
her race for a New York
Senate seat.

Clinton, in weckend
phone calls to the Daily
News, denied his wife

called a campaign aide a ...

CLINTON
Defending his wife.

..... g Jew bastard” in

“T was there and (Hill-
ary) never said it,” the

president  de-
7 clared.
One Demo-
cratic  strate-
gist, who re-
quested
1 anonymity,
said it may re-
mind voters of
another denial
— when Clin-
ton said of
Monica Lewin-
sky: “I did not
have sex with
that woman.”

“To have someone who is
known as a liar basically
entangled makes no sense
for (Hillary Clinton),” the
strategist said. “It links it
to the central problem of
obfuscation and lying.”

But Republican strate-
gist Rich Galen said Clin-

See BlLLom Page.2Q, -,
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Bill’s help could prove a hindrance

BILL from Page 4

ton had to speak up.

“He couldn’t stand aside,” he
said. “What if he were silent and
didn’t defend his wife? (White
House spokesman) Joe Lockhart
would have been besieged.”

Here are some other examples
of presidential words and actions
some believe were a bid to help
Hillary Clinton in her race
against Mayor Rudy Giuliani
and Rep. Rick Lazio.

B Last August, the president
granted conditional clemency to
several members of the FALN.
The move was popular with
members of the Puerto Rican
community, but backfired when
it sparked heated opposition and
the first lady said she opposed it.

B In December, Secretary of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Andrew Cuomo took con-
trol of $60 million in federal
grants earmarked for the city’s
homeless. Cuomo denied politics
was involved in the takeover.

B Earlier this month, the presi-
dent ridiculed Lazio’s claims
that he supports the GOP ver-
sion of the Patients’ Bill of
Rights.

“A patients’ bill of rights?

Clinton said, lifting his necktie
at a union rally in Philadelphia.
“This tie here, it’s got a little red
on it. That don’t mean I'm wear-
ing a red tie! “They call me slick?
.. You're going to need a shoyel
to deal with this between now
and November.”

B In June, Lazio accused the
Clintons of siccing the Securities

.and Exchange Commission on

him with a probe of a profitable
1997 stock options deal.

| “He couldn’t stand aside. What if he
were silent and didn’t defend his wife?”

RICH GALEN
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