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Glintons and Gore rattle cups

By DEBORAH CRIN,
GREGG BIRNBAUM
and ROBERT HARDT Jr.

[t was three for the money
last night in New York as
the trio of President Clinton,
wife Hillary and Veep Al
Gore teamed up — for the
first time in 2000 — to raise
$2.2 million to fight for the
Clinton legacy.

As he revved up for the
fat-cat bash, the president
fretted that voters are so
content that they're sleep-
walking, and an “almost
somnambulist  electorate”
will let Republicans win
next November.

It marked the first time in
the 2000 campaign cycle
that the Clinton-Clinton-
Gore trio teamed up side-by
side to raise campaign cash.

The president hopes boost-
ing his wife into the Senate
and his deputy into the Oval
Oftice will become his real
legacy — instead of Monica
Lewinsky and impeachment.

Last mght's fat-cat bash at
the Sheraten New York —
featuring filet mignon and
grilled veggies for 1,000 peo-
ple — came just a few days
after the controversial raid
to seize Elian Gonzalez, an
issue where Gore split with
his boss.

About 50 protesters op-
posed to the raid marched
outside the hotel.

Hillary Clinton yesterday
offered belated support for
Elian’s return to his dad, but
Gore was still ducking the

at Apple

question of whether the hey
should be returned to his fa-
ther, or whether the armns-
heavy raid was the right
way.

Hillary and Gore kept
their distance from the scan-
dal-scarred president this
year — he didn't even speak
at her campaign kickoff —
but now that impeachment
seems to be fading, thevre
reaching out for his fund-
raising clout.

Earlier, President Clinton
made a solo lunch stop on
Fifth Avenue to help raise
$500,000 for Republican-
turned-Democrat Rep. Mike
Forbes (L.I.) — one of the

Republicans who voted to
impeach him over Sexgate.

Both men sing a different
tune now that Forbes is
fighting to keep his seat and
is one of the GOP’s top tar-
gets in the race for control of
the House, which Republi-
cans now hold by six seats.

Forbes hailed the presi-
dent whom he once voted
unfit for office as “somebody
I've grown to have great af-
fection for.”

Clinton praised Forbes in
a low-key fashion, but fret-
ted that voters are so happy
basking in prosperity that
they'll sleepwalk into a 2000
GOP victory.

He claimed Republicans
will try to "paper over” dif-
ferences between the two
parties “in the hope that ba-
sically a satisfied and almost
somnambulist electorate will
give them the reins of
power.”

Conspicuously missing
from Clinton's speech at the
Forbes bash was the presi-
dent’s usual stress on the
need to elect pro-choice can-
didates — since Forbes is a
right-to-lifer.

After the lunch, the presi-
dent lobbied for the em-
battled China trade deal —
an issue he also left out of
his pro-Forbes speech since
the congressman intends to
vote “no.”

Today, fresh from the
fund-raiser, Hillary Clinton
starts a three-day upstate
campaign swing.

24-CARROT DAY: President Clinton gets a little help
from a big-eared buddy in welcoming kids to yesterday's
Easter Egg Roll at the White House. Later, he and Hill
came to her new home state for a fund-raiser. Reuters
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Youngsters
scramble on
South Lawn

ASSQOCIATED PRESS

With just a hint of melan-
choly in his voice, President
Clinton yesterday kicked off his
final Easter egg roll to the
cheers of 30,000 children
scampering across the South
Lawn.

Mr. Clinton, who wore a tie
decorated with colored eggs for
the event, shook hands with a
life-sized Easter bunny, said a
few words to the crowd and then
officially started the egg roll.

“Are they ready over there?”
Mr. Clinton asked. “Wave your
hand if you're ready. All right,
on your mark, get set ...."

He blew a whistle, laughed
and then pumped a fist into the
air.

He shared the whistle-
blowing job this year with mas-
ter of ceremonies Bernie Fair-
banks, who has been attending
White House egg rolls since
Franklin D. Roosevelt was pres-
ident. The two blew whistles to-
gether.

Children, dressed in their
Sunday best, tried their best to
get a glimpse of the president
and first lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton and shake the presi-
dent’s hand. Fathers hoisted
toddlers on their shoulders.

“I would say, ‘Nice to meet
you, Mr. President,” said Sarah
Williams, 7, who traveled from
Pleasanton, Calif., to attend the
egg roll. “I would tell him that 1
know a friend named Chelsea.
She's in my Brownie class.”

Mary Claire Veirs of Be-
thesda said it wasn’t hard for
her to get her sons, Colby and
Hunter, up this morning to get
to the egg roll. Their sleep pat-
terns are still on European
time.

“We were in England last
week. We've come from Buck-
ingham Palace to the White
House,” she said.

see ROLL, page C2

ROLL

From page C1

The White House dyed 7;200 hard-
boiled eggs for the egg roll. An-
other 2,500 eggs are cooked for
children to decorate. Also, 20,000
souvenir wooden eggs, printed
with the signatures of the presi-
dent and first lady, were distrib-
uted at the event. The souvenir

eggs, designed by artist Mary En-
gelbreit, showed a chick pushing
an Faster egg in a carriage on the
South Lawn.

The Easter egg roll, begun on
the Capitol grounds, was moved to
the White House South Lawn in
1878 by Lucy Hayes, wife of Pres-
ident Rutherford B. Hayes. It has
taken place there cvery year since,
except during World War I and
World War II.
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Giuliani Gives
Political Events
A Rain Check

By ELISABETH BUMILLER

Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani abruptly post-
poned four upstate political events for his
Senate campaign yesterday, saying unapolo-
getically that he wanted to go to today's
rescheduled Yankee opening game instead.

“Long before 1 was a politician, I was a
Yankee fan,” Mr. Giuliani said at his daily
City Hall news briefing as he grinned broadly
and put on a Yankee cap. *“What can I tell you?
This is me. I'm a Yankee fan. I love the
Yankees. I haven’'t missed an opening day
since I've been the mayor. I'm not going to
have another opening day as the mayor, may-
be, if I get my wish, right?” i

At least one of Mr. Giuliani’s upstate Repub-
lican hosts reacted plaintively. *‘I hope in the
futuré that he’ll find some time for us up
here,” said Stephen Minarik, the Republican
Party chairman in Monroe County, who was
expecting the mayor in Rochester today at a
Lunch With Rudy for more than 400 women.
“I'm not going to kid you and say that there’s
not disappointment. A lot of people did put a
lot of time into this event.”

One was Mr. Minarik’s wife, Renee, a chaiﬁ-
woman of the event. She and the other organ-
izers called 400 people yesterday and told
them not to come. The other upstate events —
a women'’s forum, a question-and-answer ses-
sion at a center for the elderly and a $1,000-a-
person fund-raiser — were planned in' the
Buffalo area today. In Rochester, some organ-
izers of the lunch first heard of the cancella-
tion from New York City reporters.

Other Republicans reacted with astonish-
ment to Mr. Giuliani’s decision. “If he keeps
this up, it won’t be his last chance to go to
opening day as mayor of New York,” said one
state Republican political consultant. “And
that’s all I can say, because otherwise it’s like
tossing a match into a fireworks display.

““You've got to admire him, though. Because
nobody else would admit it, that ‘I’m blowing
it off to go to opening day.’ They’d come up
with come cockamamie excuse like ‘I've got
to go to a ribbon cutting.’ "

Advisers to the mayor's opponent, Hillary
Rodham Clinton, reacted to the decision with
astonishment and then delight.

“*Well, you know he’s had a tough couple of
weeks,”” Mrs. Clinton said yesterday, alluding
to the mayor’s sagging polls. “It might be
good for him to go to a game.”

Then she added brightly: ‘“And you know,
I’ve had a great couple of weeks traveling
around upstate New York. Last week I was in
Binghamton and Greene and Rochester and
Corning and Albany, and I'm back in Albany
today. I'll be back in Buffalo tomorrow.”

Republicans north of the Bronx County line
have been complaining for months that the
mayor is ignoring them and that Mrs. Clinton
is receiving alarmingly lavish news coverage
from her frequent trips upstate. Last week,
when a New York Times/CBS News poll
showed that Mrs. Clinton was 8 points ahead of
the mayor over all and was even with him
upstate — an unusual situation for a Demo-
crat — Republicans consoled themselves that
at least the polls might propel Mr. Giuliani out
of City Hall and into Broome County.

They apparently did, even though Mr. Giuli-
ani says he pays no attention to polls, even
though the mayor left a Broome County din-
ner last Friday after a 22-minute speech,
before dessert. But he stayed long enough to
plead for understanding from the 1,000 guests.

““If you've felt I haven’t been here enough, I
ask you to please give me a break: I have a
full-time day job,” Mr. Giuliani said to laugh-
ter and applause. “Tell your friends and
neighbors that. Tell them that the mayor of
New York City is like them. He works for a
living.”

Mr. Giuliani has frequently said that the, L

first lady has no full-time job and that she is
free to campaign as much as she chooses.
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: Ozier Muhammadf‘[he New York'funes
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani at the Women s Natlonal Republlcan Club, seated between Ninfa Segarra and
Irene H. Impellizzeri, his school board appointees. The woman standing with them was not identified.
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JcCain stumps for Giuliani,
vho makes pledge to fight for
‘ampaign-finance reform, but
soft money’ is big part of race

y Martha T. Moore
nd Kathy Kiely

NORTHPORT, N.Y. — The self-described crusader for
ampaign-finance reform stumped Tuesday in a Sen-
te race that campaign-finance watchdogs say is mak-
1g a travesty of their cause. L

Former presidential candidate John McCain cam-
iaigned for New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani,

whose contest with first lady Hillary Rod-

ham Clinton is awash in cash, including

y the so-called soft money:McCain has
tried to ban. The two candidates, who
have raised $31 million between them,

# are on their way to breaking the record
I for the most expensive Senate race ever.

As Giuliani and McCain were pledging to fight for
:ampaign-finance reform legislation in the Senate,
wao watchdog groups were holding a news conference
n Washington to accuse Giuliani and Clinton of “bra-
zen” violations of campaign contribution limits.

Both campaigns insist they have done nothing ille-
zal, but no one doubts that Clinton and Giuliani are
working very hard when it comes fo ﬁmdmisn%

Both candidates entered the race “with the funda-
mental assumption that their opponent would raise
zigantic sums of money,” says Anita Dunn, a Demo-
cratic media consultant, As a result, she says, heavy
fundraising “became a given."

The astronomical totals are being raised in a race in
which polls indicate that most people made up their
minds ggfore a single ad was aired. It's raising ques-
tions about whether there is any limit to how much
candidates can collect and spend to win election.

“It's a nuclear arms race in terms of money,” says
Scott Harshbarger, president of Common Cause.

The non-partisan advocacy group and another, De-
mocracy 21, contend that both campaigns are circum-
venting limits by setting up arm's-length “victory
committees,” technically separate from their cam-
paign committees, to accept what is called soft money
— contributions that if given directly to their cam-
paigns would be subject to strict federal limits. Soft
money is supposed to be used for generic party-
building activities and not for a particular candidate,

The Federal Election Commission (FEC) has shown
little” inclination to go after questioned soft money
contributions. For that reason, the two watchdog
ﬁmUPS also asked the Justice Department’s campaign

nance task force to conduct an inquiry. The depart-
ment had no immediate response.

Both campaigns say there is nothing illegal about
their fundraising. Giuliani says he supports a proposed
ban on soft money but has to match the efforts being
made on Clinton’s behalf. “I have to (face) the reality of
the situation that I'm in, but I would support and do
sugggrt campaign-finance reform,” he said. ;

‘That was good enough for McCain, who was making
his first appearance for a candidate since he dropped
out of the presidential race last month.

“I don't approve of soft money,” said the senator,
who accompanied  Giuliani to a Long Island district
that McCain won in the New York primary. “I want to
change it, but I also understand that given the huge
amount of money that's coming into this campaign, he
has to fight fire with fire."

- So far, Giuliani has raised $19 million and Clinton
1$12 million, according to their campaigns. Sen. Robert
Torricelli of New: Jersey, head of the Democratic Sena-
‘torial Carnfgaign Committee, predicted that the final

rice r the New York Senate race will exceed

55 million, which is well beyond the $44.3 million .

record set in the battle between Sen. Dianne Feinstein,
D-Calif,, and GOP oil heir Michael Huffington in 1994.
- Most of the money will pay for TV ads in a state
that's home to one of the most expensive TV markets
in the nation, Prized suburban swing voters watch
New York City stations, where a 30-second ad on a
top-rated show such as NBC's ER can cost $30,000,
says George Hayes, head of local media buying at New
York ad agency Universal McCann, To run an ad fre-
quently enough that most viewers see it once a day, as
campaigns do in the final weeks, “you're running
through a million dollars easily a week,” Hayes says,
Ad prices will get higher when demand rises this

]

By Jim McKnight, AP

Clinton: The first lady, center, spoke at the National
Education Association-New York meeting Saturday.

fall, as consumer-product advertisers grab spots dur-
ing the Summer Olympics in September anc}J new fall
shows in October. Candidates in the New Jersey Sen-
ate race, which is also expected to be a big-dollar con-

test, buy time on New York City television, too.

Do two candidates whom voters already feel they
know on a first-name basis really need the commer-
cials that former New York governor Mario Cuomo
calls “perfect devices for seductive distortion”?

For $25 million each, roughly the amount the cam-
paigns are likely to spend, Clinton and Giuliani could
send 7,350 students to the State University of New
York for one year, fully insure 19,000 New York kids
who don't have health-care coverage or pay prescrip-
tion premiums for 20,000 senior citizens, according to
calculations based on the New York state budget. .

Or the candidates could treat all the undecided vot-
ers to dinner. Polls show that about 11% of voters,
about 300,000 ggoi)!e, haven't made up their minds.

“It would probably be cheaper to take every one of
those 300,000 people out to dinner,” says Democratic
consultant Hank Sheinkopf. In fact, they could all eat at
top New York City restaurant Le Cirque 2000, where
the prix fixe dinner is $90 plus tip, and have almost
$20 million left over,

Contributing; Jim Drinkard
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This basic rule of New York politics explains
the ups and downs of the Hillary- Rudy race

HERE is one basic axiom
which dominates all elec-
tions in New York state and
New York City: So virulent

are the media and so cynical the
voters that if the focus is on you,
you're going to lose. If the atten-
tion is on the other candidate,
you're going to win. s,

Just as in modern, precision-
guided warfare — if they can see
you, they can k:ll you. The way
to win is to stealth. Neither
Rudy nor Hll — two of the

highest-profile people in America -

— are much good at stealth. But
the rule still applies. If the race
is about Hillary running for the
Senate, Rudy wins. If it's about
Rudy running, Hillary wins.

In this way, New York is the

o-p ite of anyplace else. In

er states, you want to control
the spothght and hog the center
stage. In New York, you don't.
You want the other guy to have
that honor.

Examine the precedents:

1977: The issue in the mayoral
race was Gov. Hugh Carey’s at-
tempt to push Mario Cuomo as
mayor of New York. The winner?
Ed Koch. .

1982: The issue in the
governor's race was Ed
Koch’s attempt to be-
come the first city
mayor to be elected
statewide. The win-
ner? Cuomo.

1989: Ed Koch and
his scandals were the
issue. The winner? David
Dinkins.

1993: The issue was Din-
kins’ conduct in the Crown
Heights affair. The winner?
Rudy Giuliani.

1998: The issue was Al
D’Amato’s negative rhetoric,
calling his opponent a putz-
head. The winner? Chuck
Schumer. R i

Follow the Hillary vs. Rudy
race so far to see how the rule
operates:

In February-April of 1999, the
focus was on the Diallo shoot:mgs
and Hillary had a big lead.

From May 1999 to March 2000,
the focus was on Hillary run-
ning. The newspapers 'talked
about the move to New York, her
listening ‘tour, Hillary’s fund-
raising, the FALN on, her
mortgage, the use of the White
House aircraft and so on and on
and on. During this period, Rudy
had the lead.

Now the talk is all about the
NYPD and its trail of unarmed
dead. Now it's Hillary’s turn to
take the lead.

The irony of this year’s epic

Photos: AP; N.Y. Post: Tamara Beckwith'

contest for the Senate in New

York is that the fate of both

Rudy Giuliani and Hillary Clin-
ton depends on factors they can-
not control. Rudy is dependent
on the performance of New York

City’s cops. Hillary’s rests on

what Robert Ray, the special
prosecutor does.

If the trigger fingers of the
34,000 men and women of the
NYPD twitch when they
shouldn’t, they can send the
mayor’s fortunes plummeting. It
took Rudy three months to re-
cover after the Diallo shooting.

Now, another shooting has sent
Rudy into a 10-point skid and
gﬁn Hillary the lead in most

Presumably, Rudy will recover
again. But when will the next
shooting occur? In October,
20007 If so, the bullet will pierce
the mayor’s candidacy just as
surely as it strikes its victim. If
the police make the spotlight
focus on Rudy, he’s cooked.

Hillary’s fate is similarly be-
yond her control. A negative re-
port or two from special prose-
cutor Robert Ray could destroy

he Spotiight Means Death

her viability. Ray’s reports will
focus attention on key questions
in the summer and the fall of
2000:

H Did Hillary lie to mvestlga
tors when she disclaimed an;

sponsibility for the firing the
“lrhlte y%ﬁe Travel Office em-
ployees s perjury run in the
family? i
W Did Hillary conceal evidence
when her billing records for the
Rose Law Firm disappeared
into the bowels of the White
House mmflflll]ce glr:lgy to re-

emerge, wi er ints,

literally and figurativ Sy, a]l

over them? = -

M Did Hillary lie. when she
billed for 60 hours of legal
work on the Castle Grande
real-estate deal, or did she lie
when she said that she had no
involvement in the deal? Fed-
eral regulators have already
determined that Castle Grande
involved a phony sale of pro g,'rty
to a straw purchaser (W %b
bell’s father-in-law) in order to
deceive federal bank examiners.
Ray will tell us the extent of
Hl]}ary’s culpability.

None of these questions will be
fun during a Senate race. Even
less fun for the president and the
first lady is the possibility that
an indictment may be waiting
for them on departure from office
in January 2001.

New York is a tough state in
which to get elected. It is so dom-
inated by the press and media
that it is almost impossible for a
candidate, no matter how well
funded, to escape their gravita-
tional pu]l. If the headlines have
your name in them, you are not
going to win. If they are Iookmg
at you, look out.














































































How Hill’s Hanging Herself

Clinton’s secret police Ieft their footprints this time

York Times reporter Jill
Abramson the same day
and left a message on her
voicemail describing the
existence and the content
of the Willey letters. The

‘invading the privacy of Pat-
rick Dorismond by releasing
his juvenile criminal justice file,

[ as she complains loudly
that Mayor Rudy Giuliani is

inte tories provided by a
White House aide in a proceed-
ing in Washington’s U.S. District
Court indicate that Hillary Clin-
mr:l %tanﬂmuolated the Fed-
€ vacy Act in appro
release  of letterspp “?lgl
Willey wrote to the president. -
It been widely reported
that U.S. District Court Judge
Lamberth found that
_Pres:dent Clinton willfully com-
mitted a criminal violation of the
Privacy Act in releasing W]lley’s
lethers But if Bill is guilty, Hill
guilty as well. Indeed,
ﬁ]lnry‘s involvement in the ille-
ﬁ'a.l release of these protected

ocuments is even more overt

than her husband’s.

In his answer to interrogatories
before Lamberth’s court, White
House aide Sidney Blumenthal
testified that he. called
Clinton ‘'on March-16, 1998, the
day after Willey had described
on the TV program “60 Minutes”
how Clinton tried to grope her.
Blumenthal relates that he and
}hllaa' d the content of
the Willey letters. to the presi-
dent and their = inconsistency
with what Willey had said in her
mt.erv'lew He says he and Hill-

that the letters

ahould released.” :
Ene by his call with Hill-
ary, lumenthal called  New

next day, March 17, Blumenthal
learned that the letters had been
released to the public.

Now that Lamberth has held
that the release of the letters
was a “criminal violation” of the
Privacy Act and has mentioned
Bill Clinton’s culpability, it is
logical to deduce that the gander
is as guilty as the goose. The
Hillary-Blumenthal phone * call
makes her so.

Those who have worked with
the Clintons for years know that
Bill is in charge of positives and
Hillary is in charge of negatives.
You go to the president over pol-
icy and to her over politics, to

him concerning initiatives and to -

her where the focus is on com-
bat. Whether the subject is nega-
tive ads or generating negative
press publicity against an oppo-
nent, Hillary is in charge of the
White House’s noir operations,
just as she was in Arkansas.
Blumenthal has been Hillary’s

hatchet man for almost a decade. -

In the 1996 campaign, it was he
who worked to generate negative
press on Kenneth Starr. Sidney
was particularly gleeful when he
got New York Times columnist
Anthony Lewis to write a piece
critical of the special prosecutor.
It was his success in this en-
deavor that earned him promo-
tion to the White House staff

‘after the election.

_ Even while he worked at the
New Yo_rker, Si_dney was Hill-

ary’s boy. It was she who pes-
tered me to involve Sidney in the
campaign and she who con-
stantly mouthed what I knew
Sidney had said to her the day
before. The negative food chain

ran from Hillary to Sidney to
Blumenthal’s journalistic friends
and former colleagues. '

It would be interesting to ex-
amine any role Blumenthal (and
- Hillary) may have played in the

Hillary to
the Senate.

violation of Linda Tripp’s privacy
as well as Willey’s. In 1998, this

-column first made the

that the release of Tripp’s Penta-
on persoﬁmel file i teu& & el:l'l‘nort to

t her viola
statute. The special prosecutuﬂv?cs
office has since been investigat-

ing the question. The journey of
that particular file went from

‘Pentagon spokesman Kenneth

Bacon (the %.ly who hired Mon-
ica) to New Yorker reporter Jane

r (who co-authored a book

dJill Abramson and worked
thh Blumenthal at the maga-
m]?hec)l Hillary Bl thal

or Blumen

know of or order the release of
the Tripp file?

In any event, there is enough
in the Willey letter case to hang
Hillary. We have Blumenthal’s
sworn statement that he talked
to her, that.she wanted him to
release the file, and that he then
released it, all on the same day.
We have the ruling of J
Lamberth that the release of

file violated the Privacy Act.

Ergo 1red Hﬂlag amiu eE‘;lr'd.ney con-
spired to violate Wi
All'this will be very dlﬂgcu]m%r
lain as she runs for
ow, in addﬁl':;)lon toa
negative report from
S e
wﬂl l.tkel{ indicate that testx-
fied falsely over the White House
travel office firings and that she
hid documents in the Whitewa-
ter investigation, she must face
hablhty for a violation of the Pri-

A\

aPz)re ominously for her, there
is an aggressive litigant in the
conservative  group ' Judicial
Watch, headed by Larry Klay-
man, on her trail and the matter
is before the no-nonsense Judge
Lamberth. Bad news for the Sen-
ate candidate.

The White House secret police
struck again. But this time, they
left footprints.
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