


Hushed Millennial Party Goes On

By Svsax Livine
Wachineron Fost Staff Wnger

Here's the ulimate tnivia quiz stumper:
Vohat do S1 million worth of donated
wods, Gaithersburg, Mars and o stretch of
old rail bed through Washington have in
common?

They're all part of the nation’s official
millennial observance. which, ves, is still
going on and seems to include a little bit of
everything these davs. Gaithersbhurg is
one of 424 Millennium Communities
across the land. The red planet is the focus
of the Mars Millennium Project for chil-

dren. The rail bed is among 50 Millenni-
um Legacy Trails for hiker-bikers young
and old.

And those sceds? If the plug-a-plant
idea dubbed Milennium Green takes off.
by summer they'll be sprouting in back-
vard and schoolvard gardens in every
state.

Although many Americans probably
fimured that they were done with the M-
ward after the New Year's Eve ball drops
ard fircworks, the celebration continues
until 2001. So does the White House Mil-
lenntum Council, the small umbrella orga-
nization that essentially has been in busi-

ness since 1997, creating or coordinating
the national activities for what President
Clinton has called “this historic time.”
Asking what the effort has accom-
plished so far—or what the lasting impact
will be—is no trivia question. The coun-
cil's programs, often publicized through
the prominence of first lady Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton, have tried to span culture,
history, science and community. More
than S140 miilion in federal and private
funds alrcady have been pledged for the
laryzer initiatives, though a total cost may

never be calculated.

To some critics. the countny’s in-
vesument has bought nothing truly
significant. nothing to match a pio-
ject like England's Millennium
Dome, for example. That immense
structure, built for $1.2 billion on
the banks of the Thames River in
Grecnwich, will showcase educa-
tional exhibits.

“The wealthiest, most powerful
nation on Earth will leave little per-
manent behind to mark the mo-
ment,” author James Reston Jr.
fumed in an Outlook article in The
Washington Post in October.

Others say the country’s more
modest and diffuse tack will prove
itself in the end. The British may
have heaved one huge boulder into
the pond, compared with the nu-
merous amaller pebbles the United
States has tossed. Since New Year’s
Eve. the Millennium Dome has
been beset by controversy, plum-
meting attendance and cash-flow
problems,

“We just took a really different
approach,” said Ellen McCulloch
Lovell, executive director of the
Millennium Council. More grass-
roots, she explained. and more
democratic. “It may make [the cele-
bration's sweep) a little more diffi-
cut to grasp, but it's a lot more
American in spirit.”

She points to projects such as
Save America's Treasures. With
two congressional appropriations

- and intensive private solicitations,

it has raised $100 million to help
rescue, at last count, 454 deteriorat-
ing or endangered historic sites, rel-
ics and documents, including the
Mesa Verde cliff dwellings in Colo
rado, the Thomas Edison Lavention
Factory in New Jersey and the Apol-
lo Space Program Artifacts at the
National Air and Space Museumn.

“Tm really proud that in , .. 50
years, we'll look around and see all
these treasures that have been
saved,” McCulloch Lovell said

Nearly five dozen of them are in
Maryland, the District and Virginia,
including the Hanover Tavemn
north of Richmond. Its historical
claim dates to when Patrick Hen-
1y's in-laws owned the property in
the 1760s and he argued key legal
cases in the courthouse across the
street.

“This is kind of a validation,” said
Joseph Kyle of the Hanover Tavern
Foundation, which in December re-
ceived a $30,000 millennium grant
to catalogue the building's age and
the changes made in three centu-
ries, “We're thrilled that we've been
listed.”

Indeed, at the local level, there's
significant support for those peb-
bles and the ripples they've already
made—regardless of whether mon-
ey has flowed from them.

“It's speeding up the process.”
D.C. Parks and Recreation plan-
ning officer Ted Puchter said of the
Millennium Lemacy honorific b
stowed on the seven-mile Metropol-
itan Branch Trail, which uliimately
will connect Union Station with Sil-
ver Spring. The White House rec-
ognition included no direct funds
hut has helped prod negotiations on
trail sections. There is no target
date for completion. but “the expec-
tations are high to build this,” Poch-
ter said.

Similar enthusiasm exists in Gai-
thersburg. which applied early to be
an official Millenniuim Community,
A citizens panel, assembled to sug-
gest ideas that would earn the des-
ignation, came up with proposals
such as a millennium garden and
millennium museum. The museum
will open Feb. 16 in Lake Forest
Mall, with hundreds of items donat-
ed by local residents.

“Any time the White House en-
dorses something, it's just kind of a
feather in your cap.” said aty
spokeswoman Suzanne Ross.

Other millennial ventures, in-
volving a jumble of federal agencies,
civic groups and foundations, have
hit home on several fronts. More
than 123,000 Mars Millennium Pro-
ject kits were distributed or down-
loaded from the Internet last year to
schoolchildren designing a livable
Martian community drca 2030.
Millennium Green aims to get 250
million trees and 1 million gardens
planted across the country during
2000, and the America the Beautiful
Fund is supplying the starter seeds.

Still, little of of the millennium
commemoration has permeated the
national consciousness, according
to Todd Gitlin, s professor of cul-
ture, journaliam and sociology at
New York University. Even with
Hillary Rodham Clinton as its most
forceful advocate, the program asa
whole didn't catch on with the me-
dia, he said, so there was “no way
[for it] to break tvough the static.”

Clinton's spokeswoman lnsists
the first lady is no less committed to
seeing the millennium programs
through this year, despite her Sen-
ate campaign in New York. “This
stuff is 80 tied in her mind to civil
sodety,” Lissa Muscatine said. “She
will continue to participate and
oversee some things and remain as
involved as much as she can.”

There will be more historic trea-
sures named, and in June, 2,000
Community Millennium Trails will
be announced. The White House al-
80 will host several more Millenni-
um Evenings, which in the past
have featured such prominent fig-
ures as historian Bermard Bailyn,
Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel and jazz
musician Wynton Marsalis.

And. McCulloch-Lovell delights,
"We still have people coming to us
with ideas!”
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Hillary Clinton isn’t clicking with women in N.Y.

‘The female vote has been

key to recent statewide races

By Martha T. Moore
USA TODAY

ROCHESTER, N.Y. — Chris-
tine Keough is all for Hillary
Rodham Clinton's proposal to
add prescription drug coverage
to Medicare. Before her grand-
mother died at age 100, she of-
ten had to “choose between I:er
groceries

says Clinton,
who spoke at the hospital this
week before several hundred
nurses and administrators, is a
“born leader.”

Will Clinton get Keough's
vote for senator? Righi now it
doesn't look that way, even
though the New York chapter
of the American Nurses Associ-
ation just endorsed the first la-
dy. “Pari of it isn't her fault,”
Keough, 42, says almost apolo-
petically. “But (it's) just the
whole Clinton mess.”

That whole mess — a combi-
nation of the president and first
lady's personal troubles and
their political legacy — is caus-
ing Hillary Clinton problems
with female voters in.her in-

tough Senate race
against New York City Mayor
Rudy Giuliani.

Clinton's ratings with New
York women soared in early
]999 atuxet:meothermss-

might run for the Senate seat
being vacated by retiring Sen.
Daniel Patrick Moynihan. A
Marist College poll in January
1999 showed her with a 10-
point lead over Giuliani. Wom-
en favored her by 24 points.
However, recent polls show
Clinton and Giuliani virtually
tied among women. And white
female voters, the very group
that might be expected to be
enthusiastic about a history-
making run for office by a first
lady dedicated to education
and health care, have fled. Ina
Qu'u'lnipi.ac College Poll re-
leased Monday, white women
favored Giuliani, 52%-34%.
“With regard to women, we
have work to do, and we're go-
ing to do it," campaign spokes-
man Howard Wolfson says. “It's
incumbent upon us to make the
case on the issues and also her

are uncomifortable with Clin-
ton's rapidly shifting roles of po-

At Syracuse University: Hillary Rodham

litical partner, wronged wife,
first lady, Senate candidate and
new New Yorker.

“Younger women are looking
for her to be more in her ad-
vocate role, and she really
hasn't been doing that,” he says.

‘That could change with the
campaign’s new emphasis on
policy proposals. Clinton has
spent this week laying oul spe-
cifics on education, job creation
for upstate New York and
health care reform.

There has also been a new

By Bobeto Mattmews, AP

Clinton announces an education initiative Wednesday.
her primary issues usually appeal to women, she and Rudy Giufiani are even among women in polis.

emphasis on Clinton's life story,
with barely a mention of her
husband. Although Clinton has
downplayed her last name —
her campaign staff and her
press materials refer to her
simply as Hillary — she can't
as easily dismiss public aware-
ness of the personal and politi-
cal froubles the Clintons have
experienced.

“1 will not vote for Hillary
Qlinton, not ever,” says Kate
Carbone, a mother of two who
was shopping at a suburban

Rochester mall this week. “1
feel they both deceived the na-
tion. I fee] they don't have high
standards of integrity. There-
fore, 1 don‘t want her repre-
senting me.”

“If she got rid of Bill, I'd
think about it. 1 lost respect for
her because she put up with
that," says Carole Kancar, 52, a
marketing representative for a
Buffalo car dealer,

Yet, on a fourday swing
through upstate cities, Clinton
spoke to enthusiastic invited

A pall shows first lady Hillary
Rodham Chinton trafling New
York Mayor Rudy Giuliani
among male and white
female voters:
Wiciinton | Giutiani
All voters
N 40

| 47%
Men
R 3%

| 53%

Women

44%

43%
White women

34%

52%
Non-white women
79%
11%

Source Marist Poll o £ registovnd Mew Yok
voees Fo 2-3 Mearght of mror 14 pamantic
pant 0w ot oW

By Marcy £, Muline USA TODAT

audiences, some made up
mostly of women.

“I didn't vote for Bill, but I'I
vote for her: She’s smart, a hard
worker,” says Pat Davis, an
Erie County child welfare
worker.

Clinton’s recent arrival in the
Empire State, while bother-
some (o some, seems no more
disturbing than Giuliani's status
as mayor of a distant city.

“When was Giuliani ever

here in Buffalo?” Davis asks.
(As a matier of fact, the Repub-
lican mayor Is scheduled to be
in the city today.)

Clinton’s standing with white
women is crucial because they
are a bellwether for eléction re-
sults, says Doug Schwartz, di-
rector of the Quinnipiac Col-
lege Poll. In every statewide
race in the past decade, the
candidate who won the vote of
white women won the election,
he says.

“If she can'l win among
white women, historical trends
say she can't win the election,”
Schwartz says.

Among women who support
Clinton, word that other women
aren is troubling.

“Women will eventually rally
around her. 1 don't think they've
separated her from her posi-
tion at the White House yet, and
her role as first lady,” says Jan-
ice Dunne, a retired local gov-
ernment worker from Am-
herst, a Buffalo suburb. *I
really admire her for what
she’s doing. She’s putting her
life first now.”

At a stop Clinton made at the
Village House Restaurant in Al-
bion, Karen Sedona, a retired
teacher and lifedong Repub-
lican, became a supporter. “She
comes from a much broader
perspective than most politi-
cians. 1 feel badly they are say-
ing women are not for her. I
like to hope they're just talking
to the wrong women,”
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