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" Hillary’s Jewish Cabinet

Who's got the first lady’s ear as she struggles for Jewish votes in Senate race?

illary Rodham Clinton’s delicate
dance with Jewish voters contin-
ued this week.

The good news for her cam-
paign: Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak gave
hermenﬂmsasuc thumbs-up, com-

iz ing just short of endorsing her unan-
| ! nounced Senate candidacy while
{ praising her conduct during a foray
into the West Bank that exposed her
to Palestinian anti-Israel propaganda.
{ . - The bad news; She faceda new
| scandal regarding a Boston fund-
| e raiser hosted by attorney Robert
F Crowe, who has worked on behalf
of Swiss banks refusing to pay
claims to Holocaust survivors; a
- pro-Republican Jewish organiza-
k=t tion launched a TV spot that raps her for em-
i— 4 - bracing Suha Arafat and urges her to “'stand
; up for Israel, stand up for the truth.”
! And Councilwoman Ronnie Eldridge, a
henlo i - Democrat who represents one of the city's most
= liberal districts — the Upper West Side —
urged her 1o drop out of the race. - -

~Clinton’s Jewish support remains solid, even

A new poll by the Zogby Group shows .

rising slightly after the controversy. But she
clearly has her work cut out for her in captur-
ing the two-thirds of Jewish votes observers
say a Democrat needs to cary New York state.
Consulting with Democratic insiders and other
sources, The Jewish Week ident-

(o111} | [ fied a cadre of confidanies on whom

Clinton will depend to accomplish
that task.”

Karen Adler, a Manhattan
real-estate developer, was na-
- tional Jewish coordinator of the
1992 Clinton-Gore campaign, but
-her relationship with the Clintons
dates back to the 1980s, when she
served with them on a Democratic

: erate progressive policies formed
after the Canter administration. A board mem-
ber of the trans-denominational CLAL-Na-
tional Jewish Ceriter for Learning and
Leadership, chair of UJA- ‘Fedemnm 's L.egaq
Fund and a congregant of B'nai Ji
the Upper West Side, Adlerwasmmcdd:mc-
tor of the General Services Administration's
Northeast and thbe:m region before re-
u.mmgwdwmmmm Sqmm‘bu- 199'?

“leadership council pushing for mod- .

ot sp:ak 1o her prenry frequently,” said Adler
ol‘CIuncn_ "f'lmmarmgeo{pomleshemiks
to."

But one insider said Adler has emerged as
one of Clinton's most loyal and called-upon al-
lies. *“There are a number of people on the list,
but none are as close to [Clinton] personally as
Karen Adler,” said a Democrat knowledgeable
of the campaign, who said Adler is one of a hand-
fuul of Jewish advisors who participate in the daily
conference calls convened by Clinton’s ex-
ploratory committee. Others include commiuni-
cations consultants Mandy Grunwald and
Marla Romash. Grunwald, who lives in Wash-
ington, has advised the Clinton campaigns as
well as Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan.

Romash, of Maryland, is deputy campaign
spokesman for Vice President Al Gore. An-
other participant in the calls is the deputy White
House chief of staff, Maria Echaveste, a Mex-
ican American who has cor d to Judai
making her a twofer as an adviser. “*She trav-
els in both Hispanic and Jewish circles,” said
an insider.

Peggy Tishman, a former UJA-Federation
president and Clinton booster, is available to
provide a window into the organizational

Israel Policy Forum leader Jack Bendheim
offered advice on Hillary's recent Israel trip.

world. For a younger perspective, Hillary can
lock to Jody Schwartz, a partner in the Jaw
firm of Wachtel Lipion who recently chaired
the General Assembly of the United Jewish
Communities. Schwartz is a board member of
the Israel Policy Forum, which was formed to
gather support for the Oslo Accords in the
Continued on page 60











































































