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Editorial Observer/1iOWELL RAINES

When Personal Appeal Trumps Party Labels

Political consultants, pollsters and
commentators like to nurse the un-
pression that pohtical outcomes are
Inghly predictable along proven ana-
lytical haes, and sometines they are.
For example, a Democratuc prest-
dential candidate with A 1F.L.-C 1.0.
backing is very hind to defeat in the
lowa caucuses, as Bill Bradley wish-
es he had remembered

But even heyond upset-prone New
Iinpshire, thete 15 a wild-card fac-
tor an presidential pohitics  that 1s
tuch harder to predict, ad that has
to do with the myst-1isus chemistry
that develops hetween certan candi-
dates and those inhe clectorate usa-
ally referred to as swing or crossover
voters They may he true independ-
ents o1 peaple with wabbly party loy-
alty. They may be reacting to hard
thnes, war or a pohncal crisis hke
Watergate or sunply fechng an incho-
ate longing for a leader who scems
new. trustworthy or just different

From time to time, a candidate
pops up who can get votes even (tom
prople who understarnd that they dis-
agree with the candidate on specific
1ssues or even hroad weology In 1976
Jimmy Carter, with his proniise nev-
er to he, ran strongly among ide-
pendents and soft Repubhcans of-
fended by Watergate and among
workimg-class  Deniacrats  in - the
Notth who thought their party had

John McCain and
independent voters
stir up the G.O.P.

drifted too far to the left.

Four years later, those same cul-
turally conservative Democrats had
become Reagan Democrats. Ronald
Reagan won the presidency tn 1980
by cutting deeply into such tradition-
al Democratic blocs as union mem-
bers and urban Catholics. Mr. Rea-
gan Is remembered as the classic
example of the candidate with supra-
ideological appeal, and that is why
John McCain paid a visit this week to
Macomb County, Mich, a Reagan
blue-collar stronghold, to appeal
openly for independent and Demo-
cratic support. 'That's the way you
lead the country,'’ he said.

Itis also,handily, the way to defeat
a primary opponent who is favored
by the party cstabhshment. A par-
ty’s Congressional leadership and its
governors seldom, if ever, favor in-
surgents who try to flood their pri-
manies with independents and cross-
overs. In 1976, estahlishment Demo-
crats ginned up the Anyhody But
Carter movement. In 1980 Northeast-
ern and Beltway Repubhcans tried to

lure former President Gerald Ford
out of retirement to stop Mr. Reagan,
whom they regarded as an unelect-
able extremist.

But one of the greatest upsets of a
seemingly inevitable nominee came
in 1952, when Dwight Eisenhower
defeated '‘Mr. Republican,” Rohert
Taft. In that campaign, Peter G. Pe-
terson, the New York investment
banker who became Commerce Sec-
retary in 1972, was polling and inter-
viewing voters for a group called
Citizens for Eisenhower. The inter-
views, he recalled, showed that with
Eisenhower, '‘there was something
there that transcended the issues.
The stuff on Eisenhower would come
pouring out: ‘That’s a guy | really
like.' 'l trust him.' ' really think he'd
do the right thing.' *'

“l wrote up a memo,” Mr. Peter-
son recalled, “‘that talked about the
transcendent importance of charac-
ter and trust and how it was a far
better strategy for Dwight Eisen-
hower to build on that than get on
overly gritty nuances of his positions
and Taft's positions, because he was
seen as a transcendent figure that
people trusted."”

It is too early to know whether Mr.
McCain can sail above the issues
with a modern approximation of
lke's father-figure appeal. Mr. Mc-
Cain is a hotter and, potentially, a

more divisive presence than Eisen-
hower was in 1952. Yesterday
George W. Bush's surrogates weie
condemning Mr. McCain as hothead-
ed and disloyal for airing commer-
cials that accuse Mr. Bush of Chnton-
esque dishonesty.

One danger for Mr. McCain is that
he could wind up looking too hbeiu)
for G.O.P. voters and too conservi-
tive or overly abrasive to independ-
ents and crossover Democrats he
needs. There can be other pitfalls as
well for candidates who run as tiue
outsiders. **“McCain doesn’t quite say
if 1 ever lie to you, don’t vote for me.
but he says something hke that."”
says Jody Powell, who was Mr. Car-
ter's press secretary. *‘l{e should re-
member that if you say that, the
press will hold you to it and decide
that it is all right for all the other
candidates to lie since they never
promised not to."”

Another kind of expectation game
is, however, working in Mr. McCain's
favor. Designated nominees are ex-
pected to operate with a tough pro-
fessionalism and steady competence
that Mr. Bush has not projected since
he got tagged in New Hampshire. A
defeat in South Carolina could be an
irremediable blow to his standing
with a Republican establishment
whose support came to him so early
and easily.




Liberties
MAUREEN DOWD

Shes
Dropping
Names!

WASHINGTON
1 just love the perky campaign
slogan.
HILLARY!

It evokes all those shiny divas who
need only one name — Cher and
Madonna and Charo and Ann-Mar-
gret. It also has a whiff of royalty.
Those House of Windsor gals never
bother with last names.

And yet there's something very
“That Girl’"" about it. (Remember
how Marlo Thomas, a struggling ac-
tress, had this inexplicably huge New
York apartment? And now Hillary, a
struggling candidate, has this inex-
plicably huge New York house?)

The familiarity of it makes you
want to just call out to her, over the
white picket fence in Westchester:
“‘Hey, HILLARY, heard any hot com-
modities tips?"*

Her new mwniker crystallizes the
question posed by the first lady's
campaign: Is it possible to wipe out
evervthing people know about you
and start over again?

*In this moment of McCauin, in this
day of authenticity and character
and personality driving much of the
presidenuial race, can HILLARY
wipe out the CLINTON in her life?"
wonders Paul Costello, a crisis-man-
agement expert who worked as a
press secretary for both Rosalynn
Carter and Kitty Dukakis.

It 1s the ulimate in re-branding, as
they say in the ad biz. If you theught
it would be tough for VialuJet to teave
behind grisly images of the Ever-
glades by chang:ng its name to Atr-
Tran, that was nothing compared
with this bit of name-dropping

Hillarv s the first Cuhus: potine
cian. All vou see are the parts, not the
whole, because she's alwavs re-
arrang:ng and changing the perspec-
tive Different names and hairst;les
and clothes and issues arc dep'oved
to serid the message of the day and
we're left with a fractured jumh'e of
pink and black, frizzy and straught.
Cubs and Yankees. staff firings and
ossed salads, second fiddle and first
string, two for the price of one and
one for the price of two.

Che New jork Times
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I picture her corner office at cam-
paign headquarters 1in New York
with four incoming phone lines: Hil-
lary Rodham. Hillary Chinton, Hilla-
ry Rodham Clinton and HILLARY.

Suha Arafat can send kisses on the
H.R.C. hne, while her new Jewish
relatives can say '‘Shalom’ on the
HILLARY line.

Hollywood can come in on all four
lines, Socan Al Sharpton, but he goes
straight to voice mail.

It's hard keeping all those lnes
from getting crossed. The blond Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton wears pastels
and pumps and plans state dinners.
The blonder HILLARY wears black
pantsuits and black androgynous
shoes and brings chicken and rice
casseroles to suburban potluck din-
ners.

H.R.C. always lived in taxpaver-
financed housing. HILLARY can't
believe how much she has to pay in
taxes. H.R.C. was the great liberal
hope. HILLARY believes the era of
big government is over. H.R.C. be-
hieves in redemption. HILLARY be-
lieves in the death penalty.

H.R.C. is introduced by her hus-
band on stage. HILLARY doesn't in-
troduce her husband on stage.
H.R.C''s husband is the president.
HILLARY's husband needs a caddy.

HILLARY told The Times's Adam
Nagourney that she was stung when
some of her early Senate supporters
deserted her when the going got
rough. But H.R.C. and her husband
are famous for turning friends and
supporters into roadk:ll when the go-
ing gets rough.

The last few years, HR.C. acted as
though her loftiest goals were deco-
rat:ng at Christmas and lunching
with gossip columnists. But now HIL-
LARY's aides are busy spinning that
backstage she has been, as News-
week putit, ‘*a West Wing fixer ... an
aggressive and committed policy-
maker and strategist.”

What HILLARY really wants is a
time warp where evervone would
forget the last eight pesky years. If
only she could recapture her age of
innocence, before her tacky brothers
tainted the name Rodham and before
her husband tarnished the name
Clhnton

Mayvbe, as the campaign wears on,
the candidate formerly known as
first lady will shed her first name
also and. Prince-hke, adopt a symbol
instead of a name.

Maybe, given the vorers she most
desperately necds, she could use the
circle and cross that designates
Woman. Or have just a perky "'"

Given that she 1s such a puzzie,
there s really only one perfect sym-
bol: **2* =









THE RELIABLE SOURCE

By Llvyd Grove

NI | Touched Ly a Peacemaker

AL e i L8 Sonmy 4'7”:;:’\ “The sony encourages young “This gives me a chance to point e Wi . =

e pu ate So 1L . i e heavenly Roma ol MG f zlit e
g?gm ::[mr ;:.-.\-.-_\ alr(‘ (.3..|.~. Jo raise ( f’, ), people to use dnus and out the dtfferences in our Downey— FEnt ; . g )
SIS, 00 for her reclection " r ] ; Mbriea e P . ]
caunpaigm, Rep. Mary Bono \,", " masturbate. campaigns. I'm talkm'g about “Touched hy an

(R-Calif.) has invited sapporters to
Cher's beh, 27 concert at MCI
Center. The lobbying fir ol

Angel”—wings her way o
Capitol Hill tonight for a
special screening of this

issues that are going to make a
difference in the lives of New

—New York Mayor Rudolph
Giuliani on A Rochester, N.Y,
radio station yesterday.

re o H i \ SN o 0 3
L;::“";"hg':";('l"'l'l‘\‘:‘k"‘l"'(‘)’:‘ las referring to a Billy Joel Yorkers. Sunday's episode of the
v, PRl tune, “Captamn Jack,” ‘ . popular CBS series. The

i o that was inadvertently —Firstlady Hillary Rodham episode is dear to the

8 Residents of Georggetown's tony
N Street hetween 30th and 31st
have heen muttering for weeks
about their unplowad parking

38year-old actress because
it focuses on the struggle
for peace in her homeland

Clinton, a few hours later in
Albion, N.Y., according to The
Post's John Harris.

played before his Senate
rival's anit..uncement
speech.
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spaces. Yesterday, after an army of
plinvs was deployed 1o
accommexlate a nighttime visit by
President Clinton, a few residents
were kvetching (off the record,
nateh) that they'd
been forced to move
their cars. Physician
James A, D'Orta
hosted the
Denuncratic
National
Commillee
fund-raser at his
home, previonsly
owned by Pamela
Harriman, an the
plows arrived in the
afternoon. At least
one N Strecter was delighted. *I'm
so glad they're taking the snow and
ice with them.” i Valerie Burden,
wiin happily removed both her cars
to make way for the Big Kahuna,

8 We goofed in yesterday's column
ahaut Harriett Woods's book party.
1S tonagtht. Our apologies to
anylexly who showed up last night.

Cher, helping
out Mary
Bono.

In this cormer . . . : Rudy Giuliani takes a jab at the first lady.

FRE IO RS

From ‘Meathead’
To Agency Head

8 ‘[he multifaceted Rob
Reiner, in town yesterilay to
tout a natiomwide survey
sponsored by Parents
magrazine an'his | Am Your
Child Found-tion, is not only
an actor, wriler, director and
movie mogul tounder of
Castle Rock P utertainment),
T he'sastate povernment official
in Calilornia
Atter 1elling us about the

poll’s highlights—-sach as the
finding that three out of four
parents worry that their
children will be the victims of
violence—Reiner explained
that he's so busy with his
goveriment il advicacy
work, “U'm o inshow
husiness anymore.” What a
‘\ill\ll'r-

“l was appointed hy Gov.
Gray Davis,” Reiner said about
his unpaid state job—the
result of a hard- fought 1998
referendum that he
spearheaded to raise cigarette
taxes hy 50 cents a pack. “The
tax generates almost $700
million for programs for
children. I'm chairman of the
state commission that oversees
the implementation of the
program.” Reiner, a 52-year-old
father of three, said he's ready
to heat back Big Tobacco's
attelpt to overturn the new

With Beth Berselli

tax in a referendum next
month. Meanwhile, he's raising
money for Vice President Gore.

And even though Castle
Rock's “The Green Mile™ is in
Academy Award contention,
Reiner plans to stay home for
the Oscars. “l don't go out. I'm
very boring,” he insisted,

~4"" 3
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adding that he’s not even
kibitzing with his pal Billy
Crystal, who is hosting the
March 26 ceremony. “No, no.
He's so great he doesn’t need
my help. My only role is to
prod him todo the Oscars, just
because | know it’s going to be
a good show.”

Rob Reiner,
quite possibly
the hardest
working man
in show
business—
and politics.

FRE PIOTO/BY LUCIAN PYEXINS — THE WASIBNGION POST

of Northern Ireland. It's
about a group of Catholic
and Protestant tecnagers
whom Monica takes on a
summer trip to the States.

“Ihey bring with them
their suspicion and lack of
trust for each other,” A
Downey said from her
home in Salt Lake City,
where the series is ilmeil.
“There's a Romeo-Juliet kind of
romance that hlossoms . . . but it
has aslightly happicr ending.”

Downey hersell was raised in
Derry, the youngest of six
children. “l grew up Roman
Catholic. I went to Catholic
schools, and we lived in the
Catholic areas of the city,” she
said. “l wasin my middle teens
before | knowingly was in the
company of Protestant young
people.” Her homeland's
“trouhles” have had a lasting
impact. “Still to this day, I jump
dramatically when a door sluns,
thinking it's an explosion or
gunfire.”

Last night, Downey, wha's

“Touched by an Angel’s” Roma Downey.

stayings in Washington with puds
Smith and Elizabeth Bagley,
headlined a Kennedy Center
fundraiser for 'rojeet Chibdren,
the organization whose mission
inspired the “Angel” episiale:
bringing Nortiern Irish toons here
for summer hondingsesspos.
“We've taken o lots ¢f vo
issues, sucha shvery s adan,
but as an angé Lwith an - b
accent, 1elt i was time oo this
one,” she said. “Itis nn hoe 1that
when thisepicale airs tha v
have the potcatiab lor 20 00 then
people to be educated ain
Northera Irel sk and t!

can send thew *hougtin Ao
hack home.”




Royalties
Ruling Mixed
For Navajos

Judges Scolds U.S.,
Awards No Money

By WiLLiam CLaIBORNE
W ushington Post Staff Wnter

CHICAGO, Feb. 8—A federal
judge dismissed a $600 million min-
ing royalties claim against the Interi-
or Department but sharply criticized
a former Reagan administration
Cabinet member for secretly siding
with the world's largest private coal
producer in a dispute with the Nava-
jo Indian nation.

U.S. Court of Claims Judge Law-
rence M. Baskir said that although
federal law did not explicitly require
then-Interior Secretary Donald P.
Hodel to act in the Navajos’ best in-
terests, the Interior Department had
“violated the most fundamental fidu-
ciary duties of care, loyalty and can-
dor” in dealing with the Inéians in
their dispute with Peabody Western
Coal Co.

The Navajos' principal claim of
breach ot trust was upheld, but their
attempt to obtain monetary relief
from the federalgovernment was re-
jected. The tribe still has a compan-
ion lawsuit pending against Pea-
body.

Nawjo Natior: President Kelsey
A. Begave said today that the tribe
was pleased with the “factual find-
ings™ in the case but disappointed
that Baskir ruled the court does not
have junisdiction to award damages.
He saii the tnibe is considering filing
an appeul.

In their 1993 lawsuit, the Navajos
accused Hodel of derailing a deci-
sion by the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) to increase the tribe’s royalty
rate on Peabody coal mining opera-
tions in northeastern Arizona from
an effective rate of 2 percent of the
coal’s value to 20 percent. The law-
suit contended that Interior’s intent
was to let Peabody negotiate directly
with the tribe for a royalty rate of
12.5 percent.

The court found that in 1985 Ho-
del met privately with Stanley Hu-
lett, a Peabody lobbyist and former
Interior official, after which Hodel
ordered subordinates to block a de-
cision on the 20 percent royalty rate
and send tribal officials back into ne-
gouations with Peabody without
knowing about the earlier BIA deci-
sion. Hulett was described in court
papers as being a “close friend and
later business associate” of Hodel.

In a 26-page opinion issued in
Washington late Friday, Baslar said
there is “no plausible defense for a fi-
duciary [Hodel]l to meet secretly
with parues having interests ad-
verse to those of the trust beneficia-
ry ... and then mislead the benefi-
ciary concerning these events.”

Such private meetings, the judge
held. “betray the public trust.” None
theless, the Navajos had been unable
to cite any federal law that would re-
quire compensation for the govern-
ment's “fiduciary wrongs,” Baskir
said.

Huodel, who served as interior sec-
retary and as energy secretary in the
Reagan  administration and Later
headed the Christian Coalition, lives
in Siiverthome, Colo. A spokesman,
Joel Vaughan, said Hodel “remains
convinced Uie depariment conduct-
ed itself properly at all times.”

The ashinaton Post

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY . 2000
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Giuliani Letter Has Clinton ‘Outraged’

g,

4 .
By-foun F. Harnis
Wabington Post Staf] Water

*The New York Senate race
efupted yesterday in a barrage of
angry words, as first lady Hillary
Roclham Clinton accused New York
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani of mak-
ing false statements about her re-
speet for religion in a fund-raising
leues aimed at social conserva-
tibele "

_Hillary Clinton's comments
were’ the latest in a series of pro-
tests she has made about her Re-
publican opponent’s fund-raising,
which the Desmocrat’'s campaign
spokesman recently called “hate-
filled appeals to the far right.”

* At an afternoon news confer-
ence, Giuliani said he stood by a
letter accusing her of “hostility to-
ward America's religious tradi-
tions™ and wished that every New
Yorker could read his letter.

At its root, the exchange re-
vealed a paradox of the campaign.
While hoth candidates are taking
pains to present themselves as
moderates, agreeing on support for
ahortion rights and other hot-but-
ton issues, an ideological battle is
raging. Most of the time it is being
waged through the mail, only epi-
sodically breaking through the sur-
face.

Giuliani's mail is more rhetori-
csally charged: A typical letter ac-
cuses her of being “a leader of the
ultra left-wing Democrats™ and
claims his conservative values
make him a prime target of the

“left-wing elite.” But Hillary Clin-
ton’s mail also plays to the resent-
ments, and sense of victimhood,
that motivate the most commited
activists—the ones most likely to
write a check.

“They can launch anti-Hillary
Web sites,” she writes in a “Dear
Friend" letter. “They can use their
limitless war chest to run negative
television ads. They can publish
mean-spirited books and news re-
leases. But they can never stop me
from standing up for what I believe
in.”

In yesterday’s clash with Giulia-
ni, rather than relying on aides or
surrogates as she has done for the
most pointed criticisms, Clinton
took up the charge herself. A Giu-
liani fund-raising letter, which was
published in full on the Web site of
the “Village Voice,” notes the may-
or's recent clash with Clinton over
his effort to shut down an exhibit—
featuring a Virgin Mary painting
encrusted with elephant dung—at
the city-funded Brooklyn Museum
of Art. It continued: “Hillary Clin-
ton further revealed her hostility
toward America's ‘religious tradi-
tions when she attacked Gov.
George W. Bush's idea that we
should look toward America's faith-
hased charities irore than govern-
ment programs to address social
problems.”

“As a person of faith,” Clinton, a
Methodist, told reporters in Roch-
ester, “I am appalled that he would
make false statements about me
and my respect for religion in order

to raise money for his campaign.
...l amoutraged that he would in-
ject religion into this campaign in
any form whatsoever.”

At his news conference, Giuliani
said, “I did not inject this into the
campaign,” and accused Hillary
Clinton’s campaign of raising a let-
ter he sent four months ago “to cre-
ate an issue.”

His campaign manager, Bruce
Teitelbaum, said Clinton's cam-
paign was trying to raise the issue
to distract attention from a New
York Times article published yes-
terday noting that some of her con-
tributors were ensnared in ethical
questions over their involvement in
the 1996 Democratic fund-raising
controversies.

Hillary Clinton's campaign has
criticized the fact that some of Giu-
liani's direct mail is produced by
the firm of Richard Viguerie, a
fund-raising veteran who has
worked for such conservative
causes as the National Rifle Associ-
ation and for Sen. Jesse Helms (R-
N.C.).

The Clinton campaign said Giu-
liani’s charge was inaccurate: She
has not opposed Bush's plan and
supports faith-based social pro-
grams if done “within the constitu-
tional framework.”

Teitelbaum would not say who
drafted and distributed the letter
that sparked controversy. He also
refused to release all the mayor's
fund-raising appeals.

In response to a reporter's re-
quest, Hillary Clinton’s campaign

Fund-Raising Piece Accuses First Lady of ‘Hostility’ Toward Religious Traditions

did voluntarily release what it said
were all the fund-raising letters she
hasmailed. Her direct-mail solicita-
tions are devised by the Washing-
ton-based firm of O'Brien and
McConnell, campaign spokesman
Howard Wolfson said.

Not all Democrats appreciate
her letters' combative tone and ap-
peals to grievance. Upon receiving
an appeal last month, District resi-
dent Kate Blackwell sent not a
check, but a letter of protest to Hil-
lary Clinton. She said the candi-
date’s letter reflected “an unprece-
dented polarization of Americans,
which you nourish with your allu-
sions to unnamed others who you
say are trying to stop you from
standing up for what you believe.”

Blackwell, who said last week
she has not heard back from Hillary
Clinton, said “to my shame as a
Democrat,” her party had joined
“Gingrich Republicans” in resort-
ing to inflammatory tactics. “Mrs.
Clinton, no one is trying to stop
you from standing up for what you
believe, as you claim,” she wrote.
“Political opponents may be trying
to stop you from being elected to
the U.S. Senate, as is their right,
but no one is trying to stop you
from speaking out on behalf of your
beliefs. ... In certain countries,
people are stopped from speaking
out—by fear of being sent to the
gulag, by beatings, by book ban-
nings, and by bullets. Please do not
have the temerity to compare your-
self to people living under these
conditions.”




China, Russia Solidifying Military Ties

By Josuin Pomrrer “\

Washington Post Foreym Senace

BEUING—China's purchase of
two $800 million, Russian-built de-
stroyers, the first of which sailed
through the Strait of Taiwnn this
week en route to a Chinese naval
base, highlights a blossoming mil-
itary relationship between Moscow
and Beijing that is raising concerns
in Asia and the West.

Western experts and Asian diplo-
mats say that over th:: last year. and

especially since the Kosovo war last
spring, Moscow's security ties to
Beijing have surpassed the simple
cash-for-weapons transactions that
characterized the relationship for
years and are evolving into some-
thing more complex and potentially
far-reaching.

In October, the Chinese and Rus-
sian defense ministries signed an
agreement to conduct joint training
and to share data on the formulation
of military doctnne. The same
month, the elements of Ehe Russian

and Chinese navies took part:in
their first joint exercises at sea, The
two governments also removed’a
major obstacle to bilateral military
sales, currently valued at about $1
billion a year, by compromising on
China’s desire to pay for weaponry
and technical assistance with goods
and Russia’s demand for bard :Cur-
rency. Tt

Asian officals, meanwhile,” say
that as many as 2,000 Russian' tech-
nicians are employed by Chinese re-
search institutes working on laser
technology: the miniaturization of
nuclear weapons; cruise missiles;
space-based weaponry; and nuclear
submarines. On Jan. 19, Russian
Deputy Prime Minister lya Kleba-
nov told reporters that Beijing and
Moscow “are close cnough”™ to
agreement on joint use of Russia's
GLONASS satellite-based global po-
sitioning system, an accord that
would aid the Chinese military in
targeting its rockets and air-to-air
missiles. Russia and China also have
announced a willingness to collab-
orate on a ballistic missile defense
system to counter U.S. efforts to cre-
ate its own missiic defense system.

Western experts are split over
whether Russia ar,d China will be
able to overcome their historic ani-
mosilies to turm these agrcements
into durable cooperation. There are
questions too about the ability of
China’s lumbering anned forces to
absorb Russian technology and
about the overall impact of Russian
imports on Chinese  military
strength. Nonetheless, diplomats
and scholars with a variety of vicw-
points agree that the Sino-Russian
relationship has acquired new ener-
gy since the Kosovo crisisandmenits
closer scrutiny from Western cap-
itals.

“To pretend that this trend to-
ward greater strategic coordination
will simply dissolve before our supe-
rior strength or wisdom, or because
in the past China and Russia have
been unable to forge an enduring
partnership is to abdicate the re-
quiremients of statesmanship,” said
Stephen Blank. a professor at the
Strategic Studics Institute of the
U.S. Army War College, who has tak-
en a hard line on the emerging ties.
“In general, | think we have been far
too complacent about this relation-
ship. but I hope that will change.”

Just two years ago, a senior West-
ern diplomat soft-pedaled the
emerging ties, quoting Russian
sources as saying that the quality of
the systems Russia was selling Chi-
na was inferior. Last week, the same
diplomat cautioned that “if the Rus-
sians are givingthem stuff that is as
good as in their own arsenal they are
caminally stupid.”

The diplomat added, however,
that there has been no concerted
pressure on Moscow to stop sales
and transfers of military technology

to China. He said Washington had
pressured Israel to halt the sale to
China of a $250 million airborne ra-
dar system, “but there is no united
response to Russia.”

China and Russia are moving to-
ward a closer security relationship
largely in response to what they see
as growing American hegemony
around the world. This concern was
spurred by U.S. global military and
economic dominance, NATO expan-
sion into eastern Europe, and what
Beijing and Moscow view as U.S.
use of the United Nations as a for-
eign policy tool.

The Russian-built Sovremenny-
class destroyer Hangzhou left St. Pe-
tershurgon Jan. 4 with a mixed crew
of Chinese and Russian sailors. The
vessel, which will be the largest war-
ship in the Chinese navy, will be
equipped with sophisticated anti-
ship Sunbum missiles. A second
Sovremenny-class  destroyer  is
scheduled to arrive in China later
this year, followed by more Sunburm
missiles in October.

As it sailed toward the East China
Sea, the Hangzhou passed a U.S. Na-
vy task force led by the USS John C.
Stennis, a nuclear-powered aircraft
carrier that on Tuesdav became the
first U.S. warship to visit Hong Kong
since the Kosovo war.

China's shopping spree for Rus-
sian weapons has not been limited to
naval equipment. In 1992, China
bought its first batch of Su-27 fighter
jets. In 1996, it signed a contract
worth an estimated $2.2-2.5 hillion
to huild 200 of the aircraft in China.
Last year, it signed u $2 billion con-
tract for 30 to 60 SU-30MK fighter
planes. a senior Asian diplomat said,
adding that negotistions apparentiy
are underway on a deal involving the
Su-37, a more advanced model.

Western analysts say China ac-
quired the Sunburn-cquipped ships
as part of a long-term strategy—
which also included the 1994 pur-
chase of four Kiloclass diesel-pow-
ered submarines—to make US.
forces in the region think twice
about defending Taiwan. Taiwan,
which China considers a renegade
province. will elect a new president
next month. The last time Taiwan
held a presidential election, in 1996,
Beijing fired missiles near Taiwan,
and the United States responded by
sending two aircraft carrier battle
groups to the area.

While the Chinese are expanding
their military ties with Russia, they
are also pursuing a broader security

relationship with the United States.
US.-China military contacts, sus
pended after the NATO bombing of
the Chinese Embassy in Belgrade
during the Kosovo war, resumed at a
high level last month with the visit to
Washington of Lt. Gen. Xiong
Guangkai, director of intelligence
and deputy chief of staff of the Chi-
nese army. Later this month, the
vicechairman of the US. Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Gen, Joseph Ralston,
is scheduled to visit Beijing as part of
adelegation of senior U.S. officials.

By almost every measure, China
remains decades behind the United
States and some of its Western allies
in key areas of military technology.
Some Western analysts see China’s
acquisitions from the Russians as an
illustration of the failure of its own
rescarch and development agencies
to close the gap.

“I think what the Chinese buy
from the Russians or {other foreign
sources] is a tacit admission that
their defense industries cannot de-
sign and make the stuff that the [mil-
itary] thinks it needs,” said John
Frankenstein, an expert on China's
military-industrial complex. “The
Chinese defense industries re-
present a worst case example of the
problems of the Chinese state-
owned enterprises—under-apital-
ized, lagming technology. over-
staffed and poorly managed.”

Even attempts by Chinese scien-
tists to “reverse engineer” foreign
weapons systems have failed, said
Kenneth W. Allen, a senior associate
at Washington's Henry L. Stimson
Center and an expert on China’s air
force. Allen said that after China
agreed to buy the first batch of
Su-27s, it halted negotiations on fur-
ther purchases because luck ap-
peared to be on its side. Following
the Persian Gulf War, he said, China
obtained from Iran at least four mod-
els of Russian-built aircraft that used
to belong to the lraqi air force but
were flown to Iran at the beginning
of the war.

Negotiations for joint production
vf the Su-27 only resumed in 1994 or
1995. he said, after China's acronau-
tics ministry acknowledged it could
not build its own sophisticated air-
craft. “This was the final nail in the
aviation ministry's coffin,” Allen
said. “Since then, almost every up-
grade of existing Chinese aircraft
has involved Russian major sub-
systems.” The trend is not good for
the aviation ministry and self-suffi-
ciency.”
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