








Hillary
aide cries
foul on
Arafat ad

Blames Giuliani,

calls 1t ‘an outrage’

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

By Joyce Howard Price B [

A spokesman for Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton's Senate exploratory
committee said yesterday he be-
lieves New York Mayor Rudolph W.
Giuliani is behind a new political
ad that shows Ntxs. Clinton em-
bracing the wife of Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat.

The ad, sponsored by a group
called the Republican Jewish Co-
alition, 1s slated to debut in New
York today. The coalition will
spend $50,000 to air the spot,
which was seen by a national audi-
ence yesterday on ABC's "This
Week."

The ad shows Mrs. Clinton and
Suha Arafat together during the
first lady's recent trip to the Mid-
dle East. A narrator says:

“With Hillary Clinton at her
side, Suha Arafat made the false

and disgraceful claim that Israel
was poisoning Palestinian women
and children with toxic gases. In-
stead of reacting with outrage, Hil-
lary Clinton sat by silently. When
Arafat was finished, Hillary gave
her a hug and a kiss. It's sad. While
Israel sacrifices for peace, Arafat
spreads hatred and lies, and Hil-
lary embraces her. Tell Hillary
Clinton, ‘Stand up for Israel. Stand
up for truth.'”

“This ad is an outrage,” Howard
Wolfson, spokesman for Mrs. Clin-
ton's committee, said on the ABC
show yesterday. “New Yorkers are
accustomed to the negative cam-
paigning of Rudy Giuliani and his
team, but this is really a very low
blow.”

Mr. Wolfson charged there “are
clear connections between the
mayor and this organization."

He said he's not implying any
inappropriate coordination. ‘‘What
I'm saying is that-these are the
mayor'’s ads in all buteffect, and he
ought to take them down.”

The new ads are the latest in a
series of setbacks for Mrs. Clin-
ton's unofficial bid for the seat be-
ing vacated by Sen. Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, New York Democrat.

On Saturday, New York City
Councilwoman Ronnie Eldridge, a
Democrat who represents the Up-
per West Side of Manhattan, called
Mrs. Clinton the “weakest candi-
date" and urged her to stay out of
the race.

Yesterday, a headline in the New
York Post screamed, "Hillary,
Don't Run” The newspaper re-
ported a new.poll that found that
53 percent of New Yorkers believe
she shouldn't, v ,

While many are growing impa-
tient for Mrs. Clinton to declare
her intentions, Mr. Wolfson yester-
day refused to state categorically
that she plans to run.

I know that a lot of Republicans
are hoping that she won't run be-
cause they know that she will be a
very formidable candidate. I've
got news for them. This campaign
1s moving full steam ahead,’ he
said, adding:

varia

“Hillary has spent the entire
summer and the fall traveling
around the state. She's gone to 35
counties — I suspect some places
the mayor couldn't even find on a
map — and she is committed to
New York. She's committed to New
Yorkers. And when she makes a
commitment, she sticks to it

Asked if that means Mrs. Clin-
ton is definitely going to run, Mr.
Wolfson said, “I’m not going to
make any announcement for her.
But I can tell you and reassure all
New Yorkers that we are moving
full steam ahead.”

Mrs. Clinton's supporters point
out that Republicans are also in the
dark as to Mr. Giuliani's political
intentions. Like ‘Mrs. Clinton, he
has not yet officially declared him-
self a U.S. Senate candidate.

On ABC, Mr. Wolfson was asked
about reports that Mrs. Clinton has
already named a campaign man-
ager.

“Well, I expect we'll have some
sort of official announcement
within a week or so. Perhaps a cou-
ple of weeks. I know that there's
been some talk about whether we
should hire a manager, who our
manager should be,” he said.

The Wolfson interview was fol-
lowed by observations of 12 per-
sons who made up a focus group
from Westchester County, a New
York suburb where the Clintons
have bought a home and which is
known for swing voters.

“Divided between men and
women, Democrats, Republicans
and independents, these New
iYorkers are classic ticket-splitters.
A majority voted for both Bill Clin-

< ton In '96 and Republican Al

D'Amato for Senate in '98. Looking
ahead, four favor Rudy, four Hil-
lary, four are undecided. All say
they could change their minds. But
their ambivalence is not apathy.
It's rooted in intense feelings,” said
George Stephanopoulos, the for-
mer Clinton aide turned ABC
News reporter who presented the
segment. )

Opinions of Mrs. Clinton in-
cluded everything from “liar” and
“sneaky” to “classy” and “coura- .
geous” Mr. Giuliani was described
as “great,” "“tough,” "effective,’
“pigheaded,” and, 1n one case, “a
slob.”
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Colombia surrenders suspected drug bos

By Jaime Acoslta
REVTERS NEWS AGENCY

BOGOTA. Colombia — The sus-
pected head of a heroin smuggling
mob was rushed aboard a US.
planein Bogota amid tight sécurity
yesterday to become the first Co-
lombian extradited to stand trial in
the United States in nine years,
authorities said.

Jaime Orlando Lara, arrested in
Bogota late last year, was whisked

by helicopter from a police bar-
racks in the south of the capital to
the police airport early yesterday
morning.

Colombia banned the extradi-
tion of its citizens in 1991 after
Pablo Escobar, the kingpin of the
notorious Medellin drug cartel,
waged a bloody campaign of
bombings, kidnappings and mur-

ders. The last Colombian was sent
to the United States for trial 1n late
1990.

But Congress lifted the ban in
December 1997 after intense U.S.
pressure, which included black-
listing Colombia for failing to co-
operate in the international fight
against drug trafficking.

“The national government took

the decision to authorize the extra-

dition of Colombian'citizen Jaime _
Oflando Lara Nausa.” In accor-

dance with that decision, we have
today transferred that person to
the United States,” senior police
commander Gen. Ismael Trujillo
told reporters minutes after Mr.
Lara’s departure.

In Washington, national drug
policy director Barry McCaffrey

issued a statement saying (‘olom-
bian President Andres Pastrana
“must be commended for his cour-
age and dedication.”

“Today’s action will send a pow-
erful and helpful signal” Mr.
McCaffrey said. “Colombia faces a
severe crisis, with coca cultivation
doubling in three years and with
the nation becoming a major her-
oin exporter to the U.S. The United
States government is committed to
supporting Colombia counter-
narcotics effort.”

Mr. Lara, head bowed and hand-
cuffed, was led about 100 yards
across the runway to a waiting
Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion aircraft under the watchful
gaze of more than S50 heavily
armed Colombian police.

An armor-plated police truckes-
corted the plane a short distance
as it began taxiing for takeoff. The
aircraft was believed to be headed
for Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

If convicted in a US. court, Mr.
Lara faces a much stiffer sentence
— including the possibility of mul-
tiple life terms — than in Colom-

bia, where penalties for drug traf-
ficking are still relatively lenient.

A New York federal court re-
quested Mr. Lara’s extradition,
shortly after his capture, on
charges of trafficking heroin to the
United States. U.S. authorities
have so far requested the extradi-
tion of some SO suspected Colom-
bian drug smugglers since the end
of the constitutional ban on the
practice.

Colombia's highest court ap-
proved the request two weeks ago,
and Mr. Pastrana and a handful of
his Cabinet members met late Sat-
urday to reject a final appeal by
Mr. Lara's lawyers.

Colombian officials never said
what quantity of heroin Mr. Lara is
believed to have shipped to the
United States.

Colombiais currently estimated
to produce 6 tons of high-grade
heroin a year, much of which is
destined to cities on the US. east
coast. The DEA also estimates Co-*
lombia is responsible for 80 per-
cent of the world cocaine supply.

Gen. Trujillo declined to com-
ment on the possible threat that
the country’s violent drug gangs
could launch a wave of bomb
attacks in retaliation for the resur-
rection of extradition.

‘Traffickers, led by Escobar,
waged a virtual war against the
state in the late 1980s and early
1990s in a successful bid to ban the
practice under the slogan, “We
prefer a tomb in Colombia than a
)ail cell in the United States.”

Ten days ago, a powerful car
bomb exploded in northern Bogo-
ta, killing seven persons and in-
juring dozens more. Police said
drug traffickers or Marxist rebels
g;ay have been to blame for the

ast.
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