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WARSAW, Oct. 5—Marking 10 years of often-painful transition in
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She also met with Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski and 
Prime Minister Jerzy Buzek.

By Peter Finn
Washington Post Foreign Service
Wednesday, October 6, 1999; Page A26

In Poland, First Lady Backs Free-Market 
Reform Despite the Pain for Some
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The first lady's trip comes as Buzek's Solidarity-led government is at 
the lowest levels in the polls of any postcommunist government, with

Clinton, who is planning a bid for the U.S. Senate from New York 
next year, is visiting Poland, Slovakia and Italy before traveling to 
Iceland to deliver a speech on women and democracy. White House 
officials said the trip had nothing to do with domestic politics or the 
cultivation of ethnic constituencies in New York.
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In Warsaw, Clinton met with a group of female entrepreneurs at a 
textile factory and opened a new Jewish school that is funded by the 
U.S philanthropist Ronald Lauder. At the school, Clinton said, the 
children who sang "Shalom" to her were a testament to the revival of 
Jewish life in Poland, which saw much of its pre-World War II 
Jewish population of 3 million people exterminated in the Holocaust. 
There are now about 20,000 Jews living in Poland.

r Related Hems

M a L.ih ■ rTry.TTra ra

aiu

"Senior citizens are asking what good are free markets when our 
hard-earned pensions are worthless," said Clinton, speaking here at a 
regional conference sponsored by the U.S. Agency for International 
Development and the German Marshall Fund of the United States. 
"Workers are asking what good is democracy when the closure of our 
factories has left us without jobs and the skills to gain new 
opportunities." But, she added, "I know people have not lost faith or 
given up. They understand that reform is the answer to all of these 
problems."

"She'll be continuing her work as an ambassador of the United 
States," White House press secretary Joe Lockhart said in 
Washington. He said the trip focuses on "democracy in Europe, and 
the many programs that she's worked so hard on," including women's 
rights and economic empowerment
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- NeMrswoek.com WARSAW, Oct. 5—Marking 10 years of often-painful transition in 
Bittaaiiica iww Guide post-Communist Europe, Hillary Rodham Clinton said today there 

was no alternative to continued democratic and free-market reforms 
in Central and Eastern Europe, but she acknowledged that change hets 
been painful for some segments of society that pine for a return to the 
old order.
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Without mentioning the troubles of the Solidarity government, 
Clinton said that the experience of the United States shows that 
nation-building is a slow, multigeneration process. "We have been 
striving to perfect democracy for 223 years," she said. "It took us 
more than 10 years to draft our constitution, almost 90 years to rid 
our nation of slavery, almost 150 years to give American women the 
right to vote, and even longer to ensure that all of our citizens are 
equal under the law."

Clinton compared the travails of the emerging democracies with the 
biblical flight of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt. "Oftentimes, at 
moments of great change, it is tempting to turn back," she said 
"When Moses came down with the 10 Commandments, he was met 
by people who said this is too hard. . . . Let's go back to slavery." 
But, she said, "The path of reform may be long and it may be rocky 
and the goals my not be reached in the next decade or even the 
decade after that, but it is still worth the journey."
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24 percent support. The government has been criticized for allegedly 
botching the introduction of ambitious reforms this year, particularly 
in education and health care.
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II ministro Melandrl e Hillary Clinton In piazza Signoria prima di entrare In Palazzo Vecchio
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'iornata densa di 
opuntamenti per Hillary 
'linton. Dopo I’intervento al 
invegno Internationale sui 
eni cultural! ha pranzato, 
spite di Donatella Dini, 
ella villa di San Martino 
Ila Palma. Nel pomeriggio 
mr deforce artistico con 
isita all’Antiquariato, alia 
lostra di Michelangelo, a 
’alazzo Vecchio e agli 
Jffizi.
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Tiratori scelti 
e Intelligence 
per Hillary

Una valigia abbandonata 
fa scattare I’allarme bomba
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La signora Clinton, dopo il pranzo a casa Dini, ha visitalo la Moslra dell’Antiquariato,

quella su Michelangelo e gli Uffizi. Sempre sonidente, ha stretto ccntinaia di mani

. MN

fano gli onori di casa. raccon- 
tandoTe per filo e per segno la1t

con la valigia di cartone per 
cercare fortuna negli Stati Uni-

provata nel suo tailleur panta-
loni grigio ferro illuminate da

stretta di mano dallo staff Fer­

na degli Uffizi, dove I’attende- 
va la direttrice, Anna Maria Pe-

soffennata ad ammirare alcuni

Ugo oggt, a sinistra c, a de- 
stra, Giorgiana Corsini. Sot-1 aspettavano Giovanna Me-

landri, il sindaco I Leonardo Do-
stra, Gtorciana Corsini. Sot­
to ncll’atelier di Ferragarno
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ni, dove Wanda, Giovanna e
Ferruccio Ferragarno hanno

trioii Tofani.
Dopo tanta cultura, i stata la 
volta di un altro museo (ma di 
scarpc, articolo che ha confes- 
sato di adorare), di un’altra 
grande famiglia: Palazzo Fero-

pagrunata da Livia Corsini 
Branca la signora Clinton si fc

gioielli e i capolavori della col- 
lezione Corsini. Poi via, frno a 
piazza della Signoria dove 
r aspettavano Giovanna Me-

Pi

___________ ______________________________________________

L’ ultima tappa al museo Salvatore Ferragarno 
dove ha ascoltato la storia di famiglia 

Dalia partenza del capostipite alia volta degli Usa 
al successo, fino alia naturalizzazione americana 
Oggi per la First Lady una mattinata di riposo 

prima di incontrarc la "sua" comunita al consolalo

Susanna Agnelli. Eancora Me- 
lanee Verveer. Marsha Berry, 
raggiunte con un’oretta di ritar- 
do anclic dal mimstro alia Cul­
tura Giovanna Mclandri giun- 
ta in auto con Bona Frescobal- 
di. «E‘ stata un’occasione ric- 

amichevo- 
, ! abbiamo

parlato di cultura e sorvolato.
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all’Excelsior e, perchd no, an 
che alia cronista che era riusci- 
ta, silenziosamente, ad arriva- 
re fin 11. Guancia a guancia 
con la First Lady.
Nelle foto: in alto. Hillary 
Clinton fra Donatella Dini e

una camicetta verde acqua Po- 
chissimo trucco, le mani Icg- 
gcrmenle mascoline con le un- 
ghie corte, come tutte le donne

amvata alia Fortezza da Basso
in perfetto orario per il suo in-
tervento. durato poco meno di
mezz'ora), 13 first lady si t con-
ccssa una giomata tuna fioren-
tina all'insegna del sole e dei 
capolavori: campagna, arte, an-
(iquartiato e altissimo artigia-
nato, tutto il meglio di Firenze
4 stato messo a disposizione
della signora in corsa nelle ele- 
zioni dello Stato di New York. 
«Si — ha confermato Hillary
Rodham Clinton — tomerd in
novembre per accompagnarc
mio manto e ho intenzione di
concedenni piu tempo per visi-
tare questa splendida citU, ma 
anche la Toscana, una terra
che adoro».
La sua voglia di toscanitA 4 sta­
ta. almeno in parte, soddisfatta
a Villa Torrigiani, sullc colli­
nc di Scandicci, dove la signo- de Donatella Dini — una 
ra Donatella Dini, moglie del
ministro degli Esteri, in un mo-
memo di pausa le ha fatto visi-
tare le cantine in cui aleggia
I’acre odore del mosto. Un
pranzo per poche elettc, orga-
nizzato dalla signora Donatel­
la a cui hanno partecipato solo
donne che contano, e non solo
per il cognome che portano o
per 1'uomo che hanno sposato:
accanto a Donatella Dini, Mar­
lene Fresco, Letizia Moratti,
Annalii Corsini, Wanda Fcrra-
gamo, Marisa Monti Riffescr,

straordinara storia del caposti­
pite, Salvatore, dalla partenza

in tubino albicocca e rifiniture 
castagna. «Ho conosciuto la si­
gnora Clinton durante il Veni­
ce del G7, nel'96, e in seguito 
abbiamo avuto diverse occa­
sion! per rivederci — riprende 
Donatella Dini —. Sono estre- 
mamente soddisfatta che ab- 
bia colto I’occasione del Con- 
vegno per venire a Firenze, un 
appunlamento veramente im- 
portante per la citta. Un’espe- 
rienza positiva, dunque, solto 
tutti i punti di vista, non solo 
per la visita di Hillary Clinton. 
Quello che pib mi colpisce in 
lei e la sua volonti il suo I’im- 
pegno nel cercare di migliora- 
re il mondo in cui viviamo, 
con un’attenzione particolare 
per i bambini c per le donne®. 
«E’ un orgoglio rapportarsi a 
una donna come lei — conclu­
de Donatella Dini — una per­
sona impegnata nel socialc e 
in politica. una professionista 
nel suo lavoro. Tutti meriti 
che le devono essere ricono- 
sciuti, a prescindere dal mari- 
to...».
Insomma le signore avevano 
molte cose da dirsi e, quello 
che doveva essere un pranzo 
frugale, si 4 cosl protratto fino 
alle 15,40. Fra i saluti festosi 
della gente di San Martino alia 
Palma che aspettava il lungo 
corteo che scortava la limousi­
ne nera lungo strada, la moglie

.L

dcH'uomo pit) potente della 
terra 4 arrivata a Palazzo Corsi­
ni. suH'omonimo lungamo, ri- 
cevuta da Susanna Agnelli e 
Annalu Corsini che 1’avevano 
preceduta, per visitare la Bien­
nale dell’Antiquariato: accom-

MMW 

___________ di Letizia Cini

Chi si aspettava una primadon- 
na, per di piu american style, 4 
nmasto deluso. Hillary 4 riu- 
scita a spiazzare Firenze con 
la sua semplicita. con le sue do- 
mande peninenti, con quel sor- 
riso misurato e "vero” capace 
di renderla squisitamente a

ti. fino all'incontro con Hol­
lywood, lo star system fino al­
ia naturalizzazione americana 
Lei, carina e incuriosita, ha 
ascoltato tutti, ha guardato 
qgni bacheca, chiedendo chia- 
rimenti e indicazioni, un po’

portata di mano. Sbrigati in 
fretta gli impegni official! (4 

la alia Fortezza da Basso

per amore dell’arte

J' IL
menici, soprintendenti fiorenti- 
ni e Cristina Acidini, con cui 
ha visitalo la mostra Gioventu 
di Michelangelo, che 1’ha la- 
sciata estasiau: «Tomerb con 
mio marito®, ha assicurato in- 
camminandosi verso la Galle-

I- c■
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chissima, un pranzo i 
le durante il quale

solo qualche cermo, sulla poli­
tica®, confida Donatella Dini,

che hanno bisogno di praticitA, 
ha accellato di buon grado una

ragamo, un bacio alia signora 
Wanda prima di rientrare
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sono qui da un mese (qualcu- in borghese per mantenere un fc 
briciolo di discrezione. Ollre ?

postazioni sirategiche possibi- vano parte del corteo, piii due dei passaggio del corteo, tipo 
li e immaginabili, alle scorte. tir di bagagh. le aree della Fortezza da Bas-’

te tutto da soli. Grandi e po- tingenti di riserva, sia della 
tend si, ma anche gli speciali- polizia che dei carabinieri.

Antonio Ruggiero e dai funzio- 
nari deU'ufficw di Gabinetto.
Hillary Clinton, che ha viag-

n

L'ordinanza e stata curata Ma gli americani, che diami- 
personalmente dal questore ne, non hannofatto certamen­

ta, aveva sempre al fianco un 
agente della sua scorta perso-

dell'Arkansas), ai nostri lira­
tori scelti piazzati in tutte le

Pi3 Lb)

a-

do, alle guardie del corpo che e che da oggi stenderanno 
un’accurata relazione su Fi­

no solio le mentite spoglie di renze in vista della visita che 
giornalista o di uomo d'affari Clinton e la moglie faranno it

da un contingente del Noes, il 1 
Nucleo operativo centrale di g 
sicurezza, le «teste di cuoio» g 
addestrate ad ogni tipo d'in-1 
tervento ad altissimo rischio. S 
Furono loro, tanto per cenno r 
storico, a liberare il generate S 
Dozier rapito dalle Brigate‘

La limousine di Hillary Clin- 
ton per le vie di Firenze ha g 
sempre avuto doppia fcorta.-.S 
un 'auto blindata con tre uomi- ft 
nt del Noes davanti e una die- S 
tro con altri tre. Gli agentig 
speciali non erano in divisa, & 
cioi non in tuta scura e passa- £ 
montagna, ma rigorosamente n

a loro, perd, e stato schierato^ 
anche un pugno di tiratorii. 
scelti nelle zone nevralgiche

mese prossimo. Una sessanti- 
na in tutto le persone che face-

so e di Borgo Ognissanti. Pre- 
visti naturalmente anche con--

■Mil

di Alessandro Antico

Dicono che per lei sia stato
predisposto un piano di sicu­
rezza identico a quello cite
fu organizzato per la visita
del presidente francese Chi­
rac. Nd piit, ne meno. Per la
first lady a slelle e strisce —
tutta sorrisi, tailleur e propa­
ganda in vista delle prossi-
me elezioni al Senato degli
Stati Uniti d’America — su
Firenze si sono puntati di
nuovo occhi e mirini. Giusto,
giustissimo, sacrosanto: con
che faccia si sarebbe data una
giustiftcazione (ammesso che
si fosse trovata...) al pur mini- 
mo incidente di percorso a Hil­
lary Clinton?
E' bastata una borsa abbando-
nata accanto a un cassonetto 
per irifiutiall'angolofra Cor­
so Italia e via Garibaldi, pro­
pria di fianco al consolalo
Usa, a far sudare freddo tutli  
fra le 17 e le 18,30. La polizia

Chiuso Corso Italia
fettuare la bonifica: nelta bor­
sa non e'erano bombe, ma so­
lo indumenti. 
La questura aveva studiato un

stile, ma discreto. *Correct»,  

il concetto non fa una grinza.
Insomma, Hillary e Hillary. 
Se non altro perche ha un ma-

sulle vicende mondiali. E allo-
ra via libera ai servizi di sicu-

per una valigia sospetta 
che era stata lasciata 

piano di sicurezza in grande vicillO 3 UI1 CaSSOnCttO Posse.

o sli italiani non possono consi- per far fronte ad eventuali va-
giato sulla limousine blinda- derarsi da meno. L'incolumi- riazioni di programma lungo

' " id della first lady a Firenze i il percorso, oltre alle imman-
stata garantita infatti anche cabili pattuglie della Digos. \
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«Teste di cuoio» e intelligence per la sicurezza
 Falso allarme bomba vicino al consolato Usa
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  nale. Dalia Casa Bianca se ne
rito ancora' molto influente e portatiper I’esattezza ventt- 

■ • ■■■ -■■ quattro, piu sei dei servizi di
 intelligence che sono rimasti

rezza sincronizzati al secon- per cost dire dietro le quinte.

un’accurata relazione su Fi-
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trenta ore fiorentine della «first lady» che punta al seggio di New York. Cena a casa Dini: tavolo per dodici signore vip 3
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due orc o

iltura e sviluppo». ha preso 
arula cnticando «un cetto

E’ poco. ft molto? Di certo 
Hillary ha pariato in mode

campagna el 
a New York

spiccano i Lippi, i Caravaggio, 
i Raffacllo. Poi ancora in

4

-s

&rl

Vai

io di intenderc la 
’alizzazione-, che ci riduce 
i mondo «usa e gctta» e ci 
ie xCiienti pnmachft 
idini» 
etcva, Hillary Clinton, 
i che scno cari alia vecchia 
opa almeno da vent'anni, 
16 faceva con cosi grande 
jsiasmo da meritare 
tunque I'attenzione Poi ha 
>due proposie operative

convincente, ventinove minuti 
tondi tondi, sbirciando 
solamente una «scaletta» 
nascosta dal leggio E non ha 
mai rinunciato al sorriso 
Conclusa la parte ufftciale, su 
una limousine ncra ha 
raggiunto la villa del ministro 
Dim, a San Manino alia 
Palma. Per lei, la moglie del 
ministro degli Esteri, signora 
Donatella, aveva organizzato

Dove un cantastorie 
fiorentino, Riccardo Marasco, 
ha intonato antichc canzoni su 
strumenu altrettanto antichi 
Poteva bastare. per farsi 
benvolere daglt Italian! che 
hanno ascolto in America? 
Macche. Hillary ha voluto 
visitare anche la biennale 
dell'antiquariato, che si svolge 
a Palazzo Corsini. Accolta 
dalle padrone di casa. Ic 
principesse Annalu e 
Giorgiana Ha provato un 
anello di Cartier, un braccialc 
del 1820 con diamanti a tesla 
di elefante. Ha visitato la 
collezione privata della 
famiglia Corsini dove

La prima: «A Palermo e 
Napoli i bambini hanno 
adottato un monumento. E' 
un'iniziativa che si pub 
allargare al mondo- La 
scconda: «Moltiphchiamo Ic 
banche della cuhura che ho 
gift visto in Mali. Le famtglie 
ricevono denaro se portano 
oggetti stonci al museo tnvece 
che venderli ai turistt- 

iit che una first /tidy, in 
ta corsa contra Rudolph 
ham per il posto da 
note a New York, si ft 
nata 30 ore a Firenze E 
alia conferenza su 

un tavolo per dodici donne 
Che erano Susanna Agnelli e 
Letizia Moratti. Giovanna 
Melandrt e Bona Frescobaldt. 
Annaltt Corsini. Marlene 
Fresco. Marisa Monti Riffcscr. 
Wanda l erragamo, Mclanec 
Verveer e Marsha Berry. 
Owero politica e cultura. 
editoria. moda e finanza Le 
signore hanno mangiato 
raviolini ai funghi. anatra alle 
olive, zucchine’e carole lesse. 
frutti di bosco Hillary ha 
preferito Ic verdure e la frutta 
Poi ha pariato della sua 
______ ,na eicuorale: -Perchft 
__ _----. „.a — ha detto chiaro 
e tondo — contano tre grand! 
comunitii. Quella irlandcsc, 
quella ebraica, ma sopratutto 
quella vostra, la comunitft 
italiana-.
Al termine del pranzo, una 
v isila alle cantinc di casa Dini

Ultima visita al 
palazzo-negozio di Wanda 
Ferragamo e finalmente, prima 
di tomarc al suo albcrgo sui 
Lungami, il comnuato dalla 
principessa Corsini: -Torncro 
a novembre con mio marito- 
ha detto Hillary E la 
principessa Fiorentina: -Non ci 
sono problemi. siamoqui- 
Gia. scinpie nclla stessa cilia, 
sempre negli stessi palazzi. 
Piit o mcno da un paio di 
secoli prima di Colombo. 
Nella foto: Hillary Clinton 
valuta la folia, accanto a lei il 
ministro Giovanna Melandri

lillary, party elettorale per sole donne
poco piu. mentre al 

consolato Usa. sui Lungami, 
scatlava I'allarmc bomba. Era,

pi

plo

Palazzo Vecchio, accolta dal 
ministro Melandri, per vedere 
la mostra su Michelangelo 
giovane e gli Uffizi II tutto in

in realtA. una valigia di 
lenzuola sporchc.’rna Cft rt'era 
abbastanza perche le 30 
guardie del coqxi di Hillary 
cnlrasscro in Fibrillazionc.

M .1
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r.:

di Maurizio Naldini 

ENZE — Prove tecniche 
ampa-na elettorale. Hillary 
fham Clinton, ormai molto

k-ui



October 8, 1999 

(Translated as written)

Media Reactions: Local Press

From La Nazione, 10/8/99

La Nazione published two articles on the First Lady’s visit to Florence: one in 
the national section and one on the local pages.

Headlines:
“Hillary, Electoral Party for Women Only"
“Face-to-Face with the First Lady”
“Hillary, a Tour-de-force for the Sake of Art"
“Swat Teams and Intelligence for Security. False bomb Alarm Next to the 
USA Consulate" 

“The thirty hour Florentine stay of the First Lady who is running for a Senate 
seat in New York. Dinner at the Dinis' house: a table set for twelve VIP ladies" 
writes Maurizio Naldini in the national section of La Nazione. “...Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, now something more than just the First Lady and running for 
the Senate in New York against Rudolph Giuliani, had a thirty-hour stop in 
Florence. Here, at the Conference on ‘Culture and Development’ she spoke 
against ’globalization’, that creates a ‘throw-away world’, making us 
‘consumer more than citizens.’ Hillary Clinton was echoing topics that have 
been popular in Europe for the last twenty years, but she was so enthusiastic 
that she managed to draw additional attention. She made two suggestions. 
The first: ‘in Naples and Palermo children have adopted a monument. This 
initiative can be transplanted to the whole world’. The second: ‘let us increase 
the number of “Culture Banks” like the one I saw in Mali. The families there 
receive money if they lend historical objects to the museum instead of selling 
them to tourists.’... Hillary spoke in a convincing way, for 29 minutes taking a 
look, from time to time, at a schedule hidden under the podium. And she 
never gave up her smile. When the official visit was concluded, she arrived at 
Minister Dini’s villa, in San Martino alia Palma, in her black limousine. In her 
honor, the Minister of Foreign Affair’s wife had set a table for twelve women. 
They were Susanna Agnelli and Letizia Moratti, Giovanna Melandri and Bona 
Frescobaldi, Annalu Corsini, Marlene Fresco, Marina Monti Riffeser, Wanda 
Ferragamo, Melanee Verveer and Marsha Berry. Politics and culture, press, 
fashion and finance, (the dinner menu was reported in its entirety). Hillary had 
vegetables and fruit. She spoke of her electoral campaign: ‘In New York - she 
said - 'what counts are three important communities: the Irish, the Jewish 
and, even more, yours - the Italian community' ... Hillary paid a visit to the 
Biennale of Antiques at Palazzo Corsini. She tried on a Cartier ring and an 
1820 bracelet with diamonds in the shape of elephants' heads. She visited the 
private collection of the Corsini family, which includes pantings by Lippi, 
Caravaggio, Raffaello. Then she was welcomed at Palazzo Vecchio by
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Minister Melandri, visiting an exhibit on the young Michelangelo and then she 
visited the Uffizzi Gallery. The whole tour took two hours or a little more. 
Meanwhile.at the American Consulate on the Lungarno a bomb threat was in 
full swing. It turned out to be a suitcase full of dirty bedclothes, but still enough 
to make Hillary's thirty body guards nervous. Finally, a visit to Wanda 
Ferragamo’s palace-boutique. Then, before heading for the hotel on 
Lungarno, she parted from Countess Corsini: 'I will be back in November with 
my husband' Hillary said. And the Countess replied: 'No problem, we are 
here.’ Same city, same palaces. As it has always been even before 
Colombus."

Letizia Cini, who dogged the First Lady's footsteps, writes in the local section 
of La Nazione: "Those who expected a VIP style, were disappointed. Hillary 
caught Florence off-guard with her simple style, her good questions, her 
smile, sober and true that makes her so friendly. Having gotten away from 
the official events in a hurry (she was at Fortezza da Basso perfectly on time 
to deliver her speech, which lasted less than thirty minutes) the First Lady 
devoted the sunny Florentine day to works of art: the countryside, antiques 
and high quality handicraft - all the best was placed at the disposal of the lady 
who is running for the Senate in New York. ‘Yes,’ confirmed Hillary Rodham 
Clinton, ‘I will be back in November with my husband and will reserve more 
time to visit not only this beautiful city, but also Tuscany, a region I adore.’ Her 
desire for Tuscan things was satisfied in part, at least, at Villa Torregiani, in 
the hills of Scandicci, where Donatella Dini, the Minister of Foreign Affairs’ 
wife, during a break, guided heron a tour of the wine cellars where the air has 
a musty smell. The lunch arranged by Donatella Dini included a few selected 
guests, women whose importance does not depend only on their husbands’ 
names. (The list of guests is reported in its entirety). ‘It was a valuable 
occasion, a friendly lunch during which we talked of culture and left out, 
except for a few sentences, politics,’ recounts Donatella Dini, wearing an 
apricot and chestnut sheath. 'I met Mrs Clinton during the 1996 G-7 and since 
then we have seen each other many times,’ resumes Donatella Dini. ‘I am 
very happy that she has seized the opportunity of the Conference, an 
important event for the city, to come to Florence. A valuable experience, 
then, not only due to Hillary Clinton’s visit. What strikes me most is her will, 
her commitment to the improvement of the world we are living in, paying 
special attention to women and children.’ Donatella Dini concluded: ’The 
opportunity to establish a relationship with her, a person committed to social 
and political issues, is something to be proud of. Her merits are widely known, 
regardless of her husband...' The ladies had many things to talk about and a 
lunch, that should have been frugal, lasted until 15:40. Greeted by the people 
of San Martino alia Palma, waiting along the road for the motorcade escorting 
the black limousine, the wife of the most powerful man in the world arrived at 
Palazzo Corsini, welcomed there by Susanna Agnelli and Annalii Corsini, to 
visit the Biennale dell’Antiquariato: escorted by Livia Corsini Branca Mrs. 
Clinton admired jewels and the works of art of the Corsini collection. Then she 
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Then ... a new museum (of shoes, which she said she adores) and another 
important family: Palazzo Feroni, where Wanda, Giovanna and Ferruccio 
Ferragamo entertained her with the extraordinary story of the founder, 
Salvatore, from his departure for the US with a cardboard suitcase, to 
Hollywood, the star system and his naturalization as a U.S. citizen. Mrs 
Clinton, nice - and curious - listened to everyone, looked at every showcase 
and asked for explanations and information, although she seemed a bit tired 
in her grey pantsuit and water green shirt. Wearing light make-up, her manly 
hands with short clipped fingernails, like those of women who are practical, 
she shook hands with the Ferragamo staff and kissed Wanda before going 
back to the Excelsior. And, why not, also this journalist who quietly managed 
to get there too. Cheek to cheek with the First Lady.”

headed for Piazza Signoria where Giovanna Melandri, Mayor Leonardo 
Dominici, Florentine superintendents and Cristina Acidini, were waiting for her 
to visit the exhibit ‘Michelangelo’s Youth' which aroused her enthusiasm: ‘I will 
be back with my husband,' she assured walking towards the Uffizi Gallery, 
awaited there by the director, Anna Maria Petrioli Tofani.
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AUarme bomba nella giomata fiorentina di Hil­
lary Clinton. Il ritrovamento alle 5 e 30 del po- 
meriggio di una valigia abbandonata accanto a 
tin cassoncllo per rifiuti viciiw al consolalo sla- 
tunitense ha infatti suscitato il panico nei sen.1- 
zi di sicurezza. Sul posto sono subito intervenu- 
ti gli artificieri della polizia che hanno utilizzato 
una micro carica per aprire la valigia rivelando- 
ne 1'innocuo contenuto: solo si racci. Corso Ita­
lia, dove si aflaccia il consolalo, e Stala diiusa al 
trafiico cosl come le strade di accesso alia 
via.Due edifici sono inoltre stab evacuati sin- 
che I’allarme non e riencrato. In precedenza, 
alia Fortezza. la Digos ha fermato tre persona 
sospette che volevano awicinarsi alia First La­
dy.

La visita della First Lady b stata ieri densa di 
appuntamenb. alcuni dei quali non previsti dal 
protocollo. Dopo 1’intervento in mattinata al 
convegno «Cultura e sviluppo sostenibile», la 
signora Clinton ha pranzato a Villa Dini per poi 
fare tappa a Palazzo Corsini. a Palazzo Vecchio 
e anche al negozio Fcrragamo.

Ma i «fuori programma» hanno creato nervo- 
sismo tra i G-men che scortavano Hillary e che 
hanno. tra 1’altro. spintonato accidentalmente 
il Ministro ai Beni Cultural! Melandri.
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llarme bomba, paura per lady Clinton
'sa sospetta, evacuati due edifici. La Melandri si becca uno spintone da un body-guard

el pomeriggio a un ferreo proto- 
lella mattinata la signora Clinton

ACECCHI

E Firenze si e fermata per far passare Hillary
ALESSANDRO GIANNOTTI

•passagglo* di Hillary Clinton da 
Firenze. Dope il suo arrive all’ae-•Dobbiamo imparare a rispett 

version ha poi osservato la Clinl

/ir. •»: ... .a.;

ina lettera Ipcr^il. marito. Una volta 
itificati, e giudicati innocul, gli uorai-

na.

. A ALAGIORNATA
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Zb____

la first lady si fermer  ̂per un caffi 
al consolato americano. Nell'oc 
casione il console generalc. Hila 
rlnn Mnrtlncz, potrh pntsentarh 
tutlo lo stafT dipiomtitico.

Non fc passato inosservato, anche 
al Fiorentino piu disattento, il

ve della World Bank all’estero, ve 
ne sono stall di piit frivoli. La sera- 
ta die si t svolta in tnaniera tnol- 
to vivace con una Hillary (31nti> 
chc ha date, peril. I’ldea di aver

giJ "spelluzzicato" qualcosa in ae- 
reo. In un'altra sala, veniva con- 
temporaneamente servita la cena 
allo staff americano. Tutto si i 
conduso intomo alle 2330.

Rientrata all’hotel Excelsior,

V

'a polizia era gid, 
i messa in allerta
-jersone 
ate in questura

.llarme bomba ha oscurato la gior- 
Fiorentina di Hillary Rodham Clin- 

II ritrovamento alle 5 c 30 del pome- 
j di una valigiaabbandonata uccan- 
un cassonetto per rifiuti vicino al 
olato statunitense ha infatti suscita- 
panico nei servizi di sicurezza. 
dare I'allarme £ stata una guardia 
ita in servizio di vigilanza proprio 
nti al consolato Usa. Sul posto sono 
to accorsi gli artifideri della polizia 
hanno utilizzato una micro cariea 
iprire la valigia rivelandone I’inno- 
contenuto: stracci. 11 ritrovamento 
>orsone ha comunque provoeato, ol- 
11a paura, mold disagi.
>rso Italia, dove si affaccia il cbnsola- 
stato chiuso al trafFico cosl come le

esteri, dove i'aspettavano, pei 
una colazione per sole donne • 
allietata da un Riccardo Maraset 
vestito da menestrello la mar 
chesa Bona Frescobaldi. Letizii 
Morattl, Susanna Agnelli, la prin 
Cipessa Annalii Corsini. Wand; 
Ferragamo, il ministro Giovann; 
Melandri. Maria Luisa Riffesei 
Monti, Cecilia Scognamiglio Ur 
salto in albergo, intomo alle 15 
eppol alle 16, la Clinton e usciu 
per una visita privata nella Galle 
ria di Palazzo Corsini, sull’omoni 
mo lungamo. ha fatto una "punta 
tina* alia Mostra dell'antiquaria 
to dove ha provato un orologlo 
interessandosi molto ai gioiell 
esposti. Verso le 17 si ft recata ir 
Palazzo Vecchio dove, accompa 
gnata dal sindaco di Firenze e da 
ministro Giovanna Melandri, h; 
ammlrato la mostra ‘La giovine? 
za di Michelangelo" eppoi, un; 
breve visita nella Galleria degli Ul 
fizi. Uscendo, ha salutato i tant 
turisti che si erano fermad incu 
riositi dal grande spiegamento d 
forze e di guardie del corpo. 11 po 
meriggio della first lady ft conti 
nuato con shopping nelle vie de 
centro - alle 18,30 era nella bouti 
que di Ferragamo - e un thft d; 
Rivoire. A cena ft rimasta nell. 
sua camera d’albergo. Quest;

- ■«

nersi nel 
collo. Nt
ha infatti seguito il regolare programma 
della visita fiorentina intervenendo al 
convegno su «Cultura e sviluppo sosteni- 
bilc» organizzalo a Firenze dal Ministc- 
ro degli Esteri, dalla Banta Mondiale e 
dall’Unesco.

In un intervento fortemente incentra- 
to sulla difesa della individuality cultura- 
le la First Lady ha alfermato: «La globaliz- 
zaziono minaccia tradizione e cultura» 
-Dobbiamo imparare a rispettare le di- 
versiuiz. ha poi osservato la Clinton soste 
nendo la necessity di responsabdizzare i 
giovani nella salvaguardia della cultura.

Ma dope fl pranzo a Villa Dini il ptoto- 
collo della First Lady ft state improntato 
alia •spontaneity*. Creando cosl un cer- 
to nervosismo nei nerboruti G-men al 
suo seguito. Dope la breve tappa a Palaz­
zo Corsini. dove ha visto la quadreria pri 
vata della famiglia e la Mostra delTanti- 
quariato, e la visita alle opere del giova­
ne Michelangelo esposte alia Sala d ar- 
me di Palazzo Vecchio, Hillary ha spiaz- 
zato mtti. scorta compresa, entrando 
nella Galleria degli Uffizi.

Poi. la First Lady ha optato per una 
tappa pib -Irivola- dirottando tutti verso 
il negozio Ferragamo dove ad artenderla 
e'erano Wanda e le figlie.

A fare le spesc di tutti questi imprevisti 
sono stad alcuni giomalisd, spintonati 
senza troppi compliment!, e nienteme- 
no che il Ministro ai Beni Cultural! Gio­
vanna Melandri sospinta da un body 
guard troppo zelante. Tanto che la poli­
zia italiana ha inviuto i colieghi d'oltreo- 
ceano a essere meno rudi. Per non men- 
zionare i fiorentini che hanno subito i 
pesanti ingorghi provocati dalFimprevi-

de di acccsso alia via. Due edifici so-
noltre stati evacuati fino a quando
ft nentrato I'allarme.
a gli uomini della polizia di stato, 
-dinati dal questore di Firenze Anto-
Ruggero, nocs e tiratori scelti erano 
■tati messi in stato di allerta quaiche 
prima quando alcuni agent! della 
is avevano fermato e portato in que- 
a tre sospetti: un maniaco religiose.
che si professava scienziato atom!-
un >imprudente» che si era awicina-
;oppo alia signora Clinton tcru:ndo,N j.ta£hjusuradiLunga/no AacciaioluCorr,... 
aniintascapqfchftvolevaconsegna- sin! e Vespucci.

II traffico ft stato comunque ieri estre“ i u. 
mamente intense. E, per una giomata 
tuna particolare sotto i rifiettori. gli auto- 
mobilisli Fiorentini hanno pagalo forti ri- 
lardi c lunglie permanenze in macclii-

mattina alia Fortezza da Basso. Al­
le 13 ft ripartita in direzlone di vil­
la Torrigiani, a San Martino alia 
I'ulina, ospltc di Donatella Zingo- 
nc Dini, moglic del ministro degli

reoporto di Pisa, la prima serata
della first lady, ieril'altro, era tni-
ziata con un incontro a Palazzo
Vlvarelli Colonna, in un quartiere
di Santa Croce presidiato dalle
forze dell'ordine, dove ha incon-
trato il sindaco Leonardo Dome-
nici - che 1’ha omaggiata con due 
dagherrotipi dei fratelli Alinari - e
il prefetto di Firenze, Achille Ser­
ra. Pili tardi, la signora Clinton si
ft recata a Fiesole dove ha parteci-
pato a un pranzo a villa Medici, 
ospite di Anna Marchi Mazzini,
preceduto da un drink privato ,
con la padrona di casa e 1 suoi 
figll, Giuseppe. Donata e Claudia
accompagnata dal marito Paolo
Martinelli. La cena ft stata servita
su un tavolo con tovaglia giallo
oro, arricchita da un centro tavo-
la di garofani e roselline del giardi- II saluto di Hillary Clinton
no e da tante candele, ed ft stata
accompagnata dalla musica di monsignore della Chiesa di San-
un quintetto d'archi. La first lady t’Egidio. Una cena leggera di quat-
era seduta al centro del tavolo tro portate, tipicamente toscane,
con accanto James Wolfensohn, tra cui una specie di tagliata con
presidente della World Bank, il mele, tutto cucinato da Jeff Thick­
console Hilarion Martinez, Tarn- man. uncuoco americano che vi-

. ..basejatore americano, a. Jloma........ Firenze. Accanto ai discom.,. Hillary Clinton ha javorato fino a ■ mattina, alle-13, pcimadi ripatti
-Thomas Foglietta; ancora Passa-<■ ufficiali come.qugllo dedicatoal*-a tarda1 notte perpreparare 11 di- reperraeroportodiPisa.dadovt 

• cantando, un rappresentantodel*i-. cKappogglo dcll’ltalia alle iniziatb- ■: scorso che ha ptonunciato ieri | deCollerii alia volta'dell'Islanda 
la World Bank, la marchesa Cristi­
na Pucci di Barsento con sua fi- 
giia I-audomia accompagnata dal
marito Alessandro, II ministro del­
la cultura. Giovanna Melandri, il

»

rano poi stad rilasciad. 
crcarc comunque tin ccrto netvosi- 

> Ira gli addcltl nlla sorvegllanza ft sta 
i scella della First lady di non attc-
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PRESS COVERAGE OF FIRST LADY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

FIRENZE, ITALIA

October 8, 1999

IL GIORNALE. influential rightist daily: three separate articles 

2) Headlines: (Inside Page - note that the first few paragraphs are a virtual 
repeat of the article on the first page) "Bomb Alarm - Fear For Lady Clinton”

The visit of the First Lady yesterday was full of appointments, some of which 
were not foreseen by the Protocol Office. After her appearance at the 
Conference in the morning - “Culture and Sustainable Development” - Mrs. 
Clinton had lunch at Villa Dini, and afterwards made stops at Palazzo Corsini, 
Palazzzo Vecchio and even the store, Ferragamo.

1) Headlines: (front page Tuscan section): “Hillary Discovers Firenze" 
Subhead: “Alarm At A Suitcase Found At The American Consulate. Three 
Suspects Held At The Fortezza” 

"A bomb alarm darkened Hillary Rodham Clinton's Florentine day. The 
discovery at 5:30 p.m. of an abandoned suitcase next to a trash bin near the 
American Consulate caused the Secret Service to panic.

But the 'outside-the-program' stops made the G-men who escorted Hillary 
very nervous. They even, accidentally, pushed away Minister of Culture 
Melandri.”

Subhead 1: “Suspicious Bag, Two Buildings Evacuated. Mrs. Melandri 
Pushed By A Bodyguard”
Subhead 2: "But The Police Were Already Put On Alert. Three People 
Brought To The Police Station”

“A bomb alarm during Hillary Clinton’s Florentine day. The discovery of an 
abandoned suitcase at 5:30 p.m. yesterday afternoon near a trash bin next to 
the American Consulate caused panic among the Secret Service. The bomb 
squad arrived immediately and, using a small amount of explosives, opened 
the suitcase to find innocuous contents - only some rags. Corso Italia - over 
which the Consulate faces -was closed to all traffic, as was the access 
pedestrian area. Two buildings were evacuated. At the Fortezza, Italian 
Secret Service stopped three people who wanted to approach the First Lady.
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Continued: II Giornale, Octobers, 1999:

Going along on all these unexpected stops were several journalists kept away 
without much graciousness (by the Secret Service) - including no less than 
Minister of Culture, Giovanna Melandri, who was pushed by an over­

In a speech strongly concentrating on the defense of individual cultures, the 
First Lady affirmed: ‘Globalization threatens tradition and culture. We should 
learn to respect diversity,' she later observed, supporting the necessity of 
making young people responsible for safeguarding their cultures.

Besides the above, a certain nervousness was generated among the Secret 
Service because it was the First Lady’s choice yesterday afternoon to not 
follow strict protocol. In the morning, Mrs. Clinton had, in fact, followed the 
regular program of the Florentine visit, attending the Conference on "Culture 
and Sustainable Development,” organized in Florence by the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, the World Bank and UNESCO.

But after her lunch at Villa Dini, the First Lady’s protocol was fashioned on 
‘spontaneity’ - therefore, creating real nervousness among the strong G-men 
who follow her. After a brief stop at Palazzo Corsini, where she saw the 
private art collection of the family and the antiques show and a visit to the 
works of the young Michaelangeo, exhibited at the Palazzo Vecchio, Hillary 
amazed everyone, including her escorts, by visiting the Uffizi Gallery.

Afterwards, the First Lady opted for a more ‘frivolous’ stop, taking a detour, 
everyone in tow, toward the Ferragamo store where she was attended by 
Wanda and her daughter.

But the State Police, coordinated by Florence’s Chief of Police, Antonio 
Ruggero, the anti-bomb squad and shooters were already on alert because 
several hours earlier several officers of the Italian Secret Service had stopped 
three suspects at the Fortezza and brought them in for questioning. They 
included a religious fanatic, one who professed to be an atomic scientist and 
someone who was imprudent enough, hands in pockets, to get too close to 
Mrs. Clinton because he wanted her to deliver a letter to her husband. Once 
identified and adjudged to be innocent, the men were allowed to leave.

The American Consulate faces on Corso Italia, which was closed to traffic, as 
was the pedestrian access. Two buildings were also evacuated until the ‘all- 
clear’ sounded.

The alarm was sounded by a guard who was posted directly in front of the 
American Consulate. The bomb squad arrived immediately and used a very 
small amount of explosives to open the bag and revealed the innocent 
contents - rags.
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3) Headlines: "And Firenze Stopped To Let Hillary Go By” 

zealous bodyguard. They were so overzealous, in fact, that the Italian police 
cautioned them to be less rude. Not to mention the Florentines who 
immediately were inconvenienced by the heavy traffic jams occasioned by the 
unforeseen closure of the Lungarno Aacciaioli, Corsini and Vespucci streets.

The traffic was extremely intense yesterday and, for a day, the Florentine 
drivers paid heavily with long waits in their cars.” 

Re-entering the Hotel Excelsior, Hillary Clinton worked until late at night 
preparing the speech that she gave yesterday morning at the Fortezza da 
Basso. (After the speech) at 1:00 p.m., she left in the direction of Villa 
Torrigiani in San Martino alia Palma, a guest of Donatella Zingone Dini, wife 
of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, where a number of female-only guests 
awaited her for lunch. They were treated to songs by Renaissance-style by 
Minstrel Riccardo Marasco. Guests included Bona Frescobaldi, Letizia

“The ‘passegiata’ of Hillary Clinton did not go by unobserved - not even by 
the most unobservant Florentine. After her arrival at the Pisa Airport, the first 
evening of the First Lady was initiated with a meeting at the Palazzo Vivarelli 
Colonna, in a neighborhood of Santa Croce, where she met Mayor Leonardo 
Domenici - who honored her with two daguerrotypes of the Alinari brothers - 
and the Prefect of Florence, Achille Serra. Later, Mrs. Clinton went to Fiesole 
where she dined with her hostess Anna Marchi Mazzini, preceded by a private 
drink with the mistress of the house and her children, Giuseppe, Donata and 
Claudia, who was accompanied by her husband Paolo Martinelli. The dinner 
was served at a table with a golden tablecloth, enriched by a centerpiece of 
carnations and little roses from the garden, as well as by many candles. A 
quintet orchestra accompanied the dinner. The First Lady was seated at the 
center of the table with James Wolfensohn, President of the World Bank, by 
her side, along with the American Consul General, Hilarion Martinez and the 
American Ambassador, Thomas Foglietta. Also present were Mr. 
Passacantando, a representative of the World Bank, Marchessa Cristina 
Pucci of Barsento with her daughter Laudomia, accompanied by her husband 
Alessandro, the Minister of Culture, Giovanna Melandri and the Monsignore of 
the Church of Sant’Egidio. It was a light dinner of four courses, typically 
Tuscan, including a special type of tagliata pasta with apples, all prepared by 
Jeff Thickman, and American chef who lives in Florence. Along with the 
official topics discussed, including those dedicated to the support of Italy 
initiated by the World Bank, there were also more frivolous themes. The 
evening progressed in a very vivacious way with a Hillary Clinton who gave 
the idea, however, that she had already eaten something on the plane. In 
another room, the American staff was served their dinner. Everything was 
over by 11:30 p.m.
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Moratti, Susanna Agnelli, Princess Annalu Corsini, Wanda Ferragamo, 
Minister of Culture Giovanna Melandri, Maria Luisa Rifesser Monti and Cecilia 
Scognamiglio. A quick stop at her hotel around 3:00 p.m., and then, at 4:00 
p.m., Mrs. Clinton exited for a private visit at the Gallery of Palazzo Corsini, 
along the Lungarno. She made a short stop at the antiques show there, 
where she tried on a watch and seemed to be very interested in the jewelry 
displays. About 5:00 p.m., she went to the Palazzo Vecchio where, 
accompanied by the Mayor of Florence and Minister Giovanna Melandri, she 
admired the exhibition of ‘The Young Michaelangelo,'. Later she made a brief 
visit to the Uffizi Gallery. Exiting, she waved to the many tourists who had 
stopped in curiosity at the great show offeree and bodyguards. The First 
Lady's afternoon continued with shopping in the Centro - at 6:30 p.m. she 
was at Ferragamo - and tea at the Rivoire. She remained in her hotel for 
dinner. This morning, before leaving for the airport in Pisa, where she will 
take off for Iceland, the First Lady will stop for coffee at the American 
Consulate. On that occasion, the Consul General, Hilarion Martinez, will 
introduce her to the diplomatic staff."
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Le signore vipsegue dalla prima di cronaca • • •

LA signora Clinton era in quel momento 
ben distante, fra Palazzo Vecchio e gli Uf-

quasi un'ora finche gli artificieri hanno 
fatto esplodere una valigia di giacche e len- -I-

■esponsabile della scorta del presi- 
della famiglia, aveva ordinato il

Corso Italia a pochi passi dal teatro Co­
tnunale. Moltoprobabilmente una valigia

il pizlio. «A Firenze non mancano le pi 
c-J: 2are il bcnvenuto». hanno dello le
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una bomba.
Fortezza da Basso, hotel Excelsior, San 

Martino alia Pal ma, poi di nuovo hotel, pa­
lazzo Corsini, palazzo vecchio, Uffizi, Fer- 
ragamo: ad ogni spostamento di Hillary, 
anche di pochi metri, il secret service ame- 
ricano, responsabile della scorta del presi- 
dente e della famiglia, aveva ordinato il 
blocco totale del traffico ordinario per far 
passareilcorteodioltrediccimezzi.Inuna 
citta come Firenze, strade piccole e molto 
trafficate, quest© ha significato non pochi 
disagi. Ma le disposizioni degli ospiti ame- 
ricani sono state tassative e non c’fe stalo 
margine di trattativa per il servizio di si- 
curezza Italiano che pure ha messo a di- 
sposizione per tre giorni Digos e reparti 
special! dei Noes e del Gis. Anzi: il pro 
gramma della first lady 6 stato sempre le- 
nuloscgrelofinoall'ultimo sccondo anche 
ai funzionari della questura. Qucstionc di 
privacy c di sicurezza.
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Frescobaldi dentro la Biennale e la Quadre- 
ria di palazzo Corsini. -.Noi siamo qui», ha 
tranquillatnente risposio la contessa. E le 
Ferragamo. Wanda. Giovanna e Fulvia, han­
no atteso senza fare una piega ■ prima in pie- 
di nell'atriodi palazzo Spini Feroni e poi con 
Donatella Dini sui divani del negozio - per tre 
ore e passa che si presentasse la signora che 

zuola.
L’allarme era stalo date da un vigilantes 

dei consolato americano che, molto zelan- 
te in questi giorni di visita ufficiale, si e in- 
sospetlito per una valigia blu appoggiata 
all'esterno di un cassonetto dei rifiuti in 

Ha fatto amicizia con poche ma pregiate si­
gnore che non la considereranno mai piii la 
rr.ogliedi Bill, ma-una delledonnepiitintel- 
ligehti e piacevoli che abbiamo mai incontra- 
to ,E volata cost la due giornidi Hillary Clin­
ton. arrivata a Firenze mercoledi per interve- 

| nire ieri. al convegno internazionale sulla 
culturaalla Fortezza. e in partenzaoggida Pi­
sa.

L inflessibile security americanae I'aliret- 
tantoinfiessibile toglia di privatezza della fir­
st lady hanno fatto impazzire anche il bel 
rr.ondo cittadino. Agitazione soprattutto tra 
le signore. Le moltissime escluse dai pro- 
grammi e le poche indusce magari costrctte 
ad asix-ttare per ore. Nessuna pero ha perso 
il pizlio. -A Firenze non mancano lepersone 
cu: dare il benvenuto». hanno dello le esclu- 
sc. Le altre si sono profuse in conversazione 
ma senza tanii fronzoli

A novembre lorsc lornerd con mio mari- 
to ha dello Hillarx a Livia Corsini Branca 
che le aveva fatto da guida insieme a Bona

mostratoa un'entusiasta Hillan il museodel- 
le scarpe di Salvatore, si e consolata parlan- 
do della doppia porzione di buonissimi ra­
violi alia selezionata colazione di Donatella 
Dini che. di fiorentine, avev a invitato solo lei, 
Bona Frescobaldi, Annalu' Corsini Sanmi- 
niatellic Marlene Fresco, I'americana moglie 
del presidente Fiat, naturalizzata fiesolana. 
Insieme al ministro Melandri. una rispolve- 
rata Susanna Agnelli. Letizia .Moratli, Maria 
Luisa Riffeser. c due signore della Casa Bian-

ILARIACIUTI

7
dimenticata.Maieri nonerapossibilecor- 
rerc rischi. Cost e stato bloccato Corso I ta- 
lia, il lungarno, evacuate il consolato e i 
due palazzi piu vicini. Per un’ora, finchc* 
gli artificieri della polizia hanno fatto 
esplodere una valigia di slracci. Al boato 
secco dell'esplosione una giovane impic- 
gala del consolato si e messa a piangere: 
pensava che quclla valigia fosse davvero

fizi. Ma tutto I'apparato della security, 
questura compresa, andato in tilt per 

finche 
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era andata prima alia mostra di Michelange­
lo e agli Uffizi. La signora Wanda, che poilta

zrarpe di Salvatore, si e consolata parlan- 
della doppia porzione di buonissimi ra-

2-S S'“2

e 
s-i

To.'S.,



Hillary Clinton ha chiuso il convegno della Banca Mondiale

all’appiattimento culturaleLAUDIAR1CONDA
■•J.?

ventisette minuti serrati c appas-
sionati. E maeari perchd le paro­
le di una first lady americana pe-

quaranta ministri della cultura 
faccia a faccia con operatori del-ano fiorentino. organizzato dal- 

la Banca Mondiale. dall'llnesco

per parlare di cultura a cost alto 
li vefio sia stata sceka come sede

progettodi cilia e di belle; 
le persone che le hanno

laggi anziche vendere gli oggt 
antichi ai turisti, possonodarl

*

la finanza, delle fondazioni, del- 
le banche. E non £ un caso che 

odiscorsoladifesa 
radizioni culturali: 
uardatei nostri 
ani: tutti uguali”

sano di piii di quelle di un dele­
gate del Pakistan. Ma il conve- 

Hillary Clinton 
durante la 
visitaalla 
Biennale dell’
Antiquariato.
La first lady 
Usaera 
intervenuta 
poco prima al 
convegno 
organizzato 
dalla Banca 
Mondiale

uLi globalizzazione porta
59

'43

PHOTOCOPY
PRESERVA1 lO.'M

sco ancora in fase di elaborazio- 
ne, che ha visto per quattro gior- 
ni i rappresentanti di tutto il 
mondo confrontarsi fra di loro.

e dal ministero degli esteri italia- 
no. d stato molto oi piii: e stalo il 
tentativo di mettere insieme 
mondi diversi.quello della cultu- 
ra e dell' economia e della finan­
za, per capire quanto possano la- 
vorare insieme. stringereun pat­
io di alleanza e trovare strategic 
di interventi. Perche la cultura 
diventi motore di crcscila econo­
mica e di sviluppo sociale, come 
ha ricordato Giovanna Melan- 
dri, ministro della cultura. che 
ha concluso il convegno enun- 
ciando un decalogo cne scandi- 
sea Tagenda internazionale in 
materia di interventi in campo 
culturale. Un convegno. da cui 
uscirii un documento dell’Une­

1

ha create una banca della cultu­
ra e adesso le popolazioni dei vil- 
.............................................. tetti

liin 
esposizione ai musei e in cambio 
ricevere soldi pe rcomprare le se- 
menti e coltivare i cam pi.

Ci si ricordera soprattutto di 
Hillary, per la semplicita e la 
profondit^ del suo intenento, 

proprio Firenze. Unacittache al 
delegato della Jamaica ha fatto 
direr«Labellezzadi Firenze non 
e solo nci suoi monumenti e nol­
le sue statue, ma in quello che 
queste opere rappresentano; il 
progettodi cilia e di bellezzache 
le persone che le hanno create 
avevano in mente e ci hanno la- 
sciato in credit^. E' questa la )e- 
zione di Firenze su cui dovrem- 
mo riflettere, noi che viviamo in 
una society dove tutto d congela- 
to, dove non siamo piu capaci di 
pensare con la prospettiva e la 
grandezza dei vostri antenati».

I”'

porre il proprio tipo di cultura e 
di economia, costruire strade 
asfallate in mezzo al niente, stra­
de che la gente del posto non usa, 
non sa che farsene, che non le ha 
mai chieste, quelle strade. solo 
che non e mai riuscito a dirlo per- 
ch<S nessuno li ha mai voluti 
ascoltare, Hillary che dice di 
prendere esempio dal Mali che

) che tutto finito. che il 
ripartito per il mondo. 

il convegno intemazio- 
a cultura nello sviluppo 
de si 6 concluso e i mille 
sono tomati nei loro 
esso sembra ci sia stata 
Solo Hillary, qui dentro 
ezza da Basso. Solo mrs 
Hillary con le sue dure 
ilia globalizzazione: ■E' 
tie vernice sull’identita 
hepudcreare moltipro- 
ntra in conflitto con i te- 
nondo. pud minacciare 
zioni culturali. creare 
ttori e non cittadini. Ba- 
Jare i nostri giovani, so- 
iguali: portano le stesse 
tangiano gli stessi ham- 
a loro fantasia e anima- 
itessi personaggi televi- 
lary cite riconosce 1’ ar- 
dei paesi ricchi che ere- 
e aiutare un paese stra- 
via di sviluppo sia im-
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ipa italiana delsuo tourelettorale. Panicodi un ’ora peruna valigia sospetta
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a First Lady: “Cost conquisterd il Senate
di LAURA LAURENZI
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•gia per conauistare un seg- 
Senato, parla di spot e par
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auro giorni la first ladv visi- 
attro paesi: Polonia. Siovac-
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Hillarv Clinton con il ministro Giovanna Melandn A sinistra, con Donatella Dini
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lillaiy, visita con brivido 
llanne bomba a Firenze
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NZE — Si scaglia contro la 
lizzazione, annuncia la sua

icio. schierandosi contro le 
•agne elettorali fatte in tivii. 
>ove e aaisce non certo come 
’.sone <Ti un capo di State in 
bensiconlagrintaeilpiglio 

leader politico a tutto tondo. 
tata intensa e carica di signi- 
> quella di Hillary Clinton ie- 
irenze, con tanto di allarme 
>a. rapidamente rientrato, 
nte il bagno di folia pomeri- 
3. Somiglia molto a un viag- 
lettorale ouesto suo tour au- 
tmozionale, questa campa- 
I’Europa dai ritmi frenetici;

1H

ieri 1 Italia, oggi 1'Islanda. 
nuova era di Hillary comin- 
al look £ in perfetta tenuta 
>nna in camera: austero tail- 

p.iiil.ilniie grigiu aslallo, 
h' Jll.lllC. c.iiuici.i iii.im liilc 
c < luaro. tnicco ap|x na ac-

Appare in Im ina. ilima- 
'i csa hnaliiieiile a quota in 
licsc.i di lilting, con i c.i|>cl 
i: cspoi tivi ncl nuovo-taglio 
m dn* nitf'lbx rb*’ !•»
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1 xi nioglic di Clinton contro la Gioi nata da turista, poi pranzo a 
globalizzazione: “E’ unavcrnicc casa Dini pcrdodici “power 

die copre Fidcntita uniana e women” tra mcnestrclli c
riduce lacultura” slornelli d’epoca 
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ippare in forma, dima- 
a tinalmente a quota 65

Hillary Clinton con il ministro Giovanna Melandri. A sinistra, con Donatella Dini

rodel mondo». Senato, Hillary dice che deve permettersela soltanto i ricchi».
Molli applausi; la first lady 
ringe con forza decine e decine

«espugnare ire i: i come comunita 
italiana, come comunita irlande- : proprio ieri si inaugurava 

ide mostra sul primo Mi-sini, e lunga sosta alia Biennale di

fatte a colpi di spot, la signora 
Clinton si dissocia: «Non fate 1' er- gioielli antichi: su un orologio 

Cartier degli anni Vend con qua-:i gusti e dei riferimenti 
“La globalizzazione e

in piena zona Mostro di Firenze. 
Nella lussuosa dimora 1’attendo-

tavolo elegantemente imbandito 
sono seri, di stringente attualita.

nounadecinadipowerwomenfra Parlando della sua corsa per il

traffico. Grande agitazione per 
un’ora, fino a quando gli artificie-

lol € 33
ra Dini ammira le scarpe di Au­
drey Hepburn, Gregory' Peck, Ava
Gardner.

PHOTOCOPY
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se, come comunitA israelita, chi 
ottiene il consenso di queste tre 
comunita vince le elezioni». 
Quanto alle campagne elettorali

Anti
mol__
casa post-presidenziale, ma 1’oc- 
chio le cade su una vetrinetta di

pano attorno.
Proprio in quei momenti — so­

no le cinque e mezzo—una guar- 
dia giurata trova una valigia so- 
spetta accanto a un cassonetto a 
50 metri dal consolato Usa. Allar- 
me bomba, sirene, security in fi- 
brillazione. Corso Italia e le stra- 
de adiacenti vengono chiuse al

si riprova entusiasta. Poi va a Pa­
lazzo Vecchio, dove nella Sala 
d’ \rme proprio ieri si inaugurava 
la grande mostra sul primo Mi­
chelangelo. Ammira il Fanciullo 
Arciere, il San Petronio, la Ma­
donna di Manchester, chiede, 
ascolta, si informa. Passando da 
una porticina interna, cambian-

drante.di smeraldo, su un brac- 
cialetto deed tempestato di bril- 
lanti, su un anello con due dia- 
manti blu cabochon che si prova e

Pomeriggio culturale, con visi­
ts alia quadreria di Palazzo Cor- 

> • » .11 V. • 1 1.
-------- - -----------------------------1 
tiquariato. La first lady cerca 
ibili d’epoca per la sua nuova 
- oost-presidenziale, ma 1’oc-

e vemice sull'identita 
ud create molti proble- 
e inguardia la first lady 
giovani sono tutti cosl 
mgiano gli stessi ham- 
•rtanole stesset-shirt e 
itasia e animata dagli 
sonaggi televisivi. Si 
alto per prodotti che si 
presentino la cultura: c 
usa e getta in cui la glo- 
ne entra in competizio- 
astri tesoriculturali». 
t cominciare, sono le 
ste per assecondare «il 
dej popoli di vedere as- 
a propria individualita 
cultura di massa»: isti- 
«banca della cultura” 

Vlali ed esportare la for- 
ottiamo un monumen- 
■■ponsabilizzi bambini e 
oerchd sono loro il futu-

stringe con forza decine e decine 
di mani, distribuisce sorrisi e in- 
coraggiamenti. Poi la sua limou­
sine, una lunghissima Cadillac 
nera targata Washington DC, la 
conduce con la scoria di una ven- 
tina di auto nella casa di Campa­
gna dei Dini, la rinascimentale 
Villa Torrigiani, sopra Scandicci,

tore che abbiamo falto noi negli 
Stati Uniti. La politica con troppi 
spot in tivu disaffeziona la gente, 
la allontana. E poi e troppo costo- 
sa, cosl va a finite che possono

ri non fanno saltare la valigia con 
una carica esplosiva: dentro ci so­
no solo vestiti vecchi. Del tutto 
ignara, Hillary continua il suo 
tour fiorentino. Va anche da Fer- 
ragamo, in boutique e al museo 
storico, dove scortata dalla signo-

a di lifting, conicapel- 
ortivi nel nuovo «tagl io 
, quello che la Wa-

Post, ironizzando 
ima metamorfosi della 
la ribattezzato il »taglio 
me». 11 suo intervento, 
la alia Fortezza da Bas- 
'.aconvegno internazio- 
nizzato da Farnesina, 
■ndiale e Unesco dal ti- 
ilturaconta»,euna du- 
oria contro la massifi-

do programma e spiazzando la 
scoria, entra agli Uffizi, che ri- 
mangono aperii al pubblico, con 
grappoli di turisti cne le si assie-

cui Lctizia Moratti, Susanna 
Agnelli, Marlene Fresco, Marisa 
Riffeser, Vanda Ferragamo, An- 
nalu Corsini, Bona Frescobaldi, e 
naturalmente Donatella Dini. Il 
ministro Giovanna Melandri 6 
1’ultima ad arrivare. Pranzo per 
dodici ladies un po' folcloristico, 
con un menestrello in panni quat- 
trocenteschi che suona stomelli 
d’ epoca, ma i discorsi attorno al

.. w WMjlVI U Lc.1-

alone grigio aslalto, 
me, camicia maschile 
iro, trucco appena ac-

La moglie di Clinton contro la G iomata da turista, poi pranzo a 
globalizzazione: “E’ una vemice casa Dini per dodici “power

che copre I’identita umana e women” tra menestrelli e
riduce la cultura” stomelli d’epoca



Hillary conquers the VIPs

HEADLINE: A bomb warning and so much bad feeling

The inflexible American security and, in addition, the First Lady’s inflexible desire for 
privacy drove even the elite crazy. Above all, agitation among these ladies. The many excluded from 
the program, and those few included but unfortunately forced to wait for hours. Nonetheless, no one 
lost her cool. “In Florence, we aren’t lacking people to make her welcome,” said the excluded. The 
other were profuse in conversation but not so complimentary.

PHOTO HEADLINE: The First Lady
PHOTO CAP HON: Hillary and Melandn at the Michelangelo exhibition

She made friends with a few, but privileged, people who no longer consider her the wife of Bill, but 
“one of the most intelligent and pleasant women we have ever met”. And so the two days of Hillary 
Clinton, who arrived in Florence Wednesday to speak yesterday at an international congress at the 

Fortezza about culture and who leaves today from Pisa, have flown by.

“Perhaps I’ll return in November with my husband,” Hillary said to Livia Corsini Branca, who 
acted as tour guide together with Bona Frescobaldi at the Biennale and at the art gallery m the Palazzo 
Corsini. “We will be here,” the Contessa replied serenely. And the Ferragamos, Wanda, Giovanna and 
Fulvia, waited without moving - first standing in the atrium of the Palazzo Spini Feroni and then with 
Donatella Dim on the sofas in the store - for more than three hours they wailed for the woman who 
went first to the Michelangelo exhibit and to the Uffizi to show up. Wanda, who then showed 
Salvatore’s shoe museum to an enthusiastic Hillary, consoled herself speaking of the double portion of 
wonderful ravioli at the exclusive lunch hosted by Donatella Dini, who, among Florentines, had invited 
only her (Wanda), Bona Fescobaldi, Annalu’ Corsini Sanminiatelli and Marlene Fresco, the American 
wife of the president of FIAT, a naturalized Florentine. Together with Minister Melandn, Susanna 
Agnelli, Letizia Moratti, Maria Luisa Riffeser, and two women from the White House.

Hillary arrives: applause, parties, elegance. And someone upset. Because the petite, grand First Lady 
of the United States, more than once during the day, halted traffic and passersby with her motorcade 
composed of her limousine and vans full of bodyguards with their dark glasses and eaipieces, who 
presided over her every movement The peak of the chaos came around 5:30 in the afternoon when 
personnel from the American consulate issued an alarm because of a suspicious suitcase. 
Continued Page 2

She was struck by the young Michelangelo, and she listened to the songs of Riccardo Marasco, who 
was dressed in 1S* century costume. She ate a flood of duck - with Ruffino and Fontodi wines at 

Wednesday’s dinner in the home of Anna Marchi Mazzmi and grapes and olives yesterday at Donatella 
Dini’s lunch. And she talked with the mayor about tickets for tourists. She found the Antiquities 
Biennale much too crowded. Continued Page 2

HEADLINE:
By Ilana Ciuti

LA REPUBBLICA
(influential left-of-cenler daily)
October 8, 1999
Page 1 - Florence section

Page 2
(Continued from Page One) * The VIPs ...



PHOTO (caption):

Headline:
Headline:
Headline:

Hillary Clinton with Minister Giovanna Melandri. On the left, with 
Donatella Dini.

Italian stop of her campaign tour. An hour of panic over a suspicious suitcase 
Hillary, a visit with a chill; a bomb warning in Florence
The First Lady: “That's how I’ll win the Senate race”

LA RLPUBBLICA
(influential left-of-center daily)
October 8, 1999
Page 8 (World News section)

FLORENCE - She attacks globalization, she announces her strategy for winning a Senate seat, she 
speaks about ads and equal time, agreeing with those who oppose election campaigns carried out on 
television. She moves and acts not like a chief of state’s wife on a visit, but with the firmness and 
strength of a complete political leader. A intense and meaningful day in Florence, with a bomb threat, 
quickly resolved, and with large crowds in the afternoon. It greatly resembles a campaign trip, this 
frenetic self-promotional tour of Europe. In four days, tire First Lady visited four countries: Poland, 

Slovakia, Italy yesterday, and today, on to Iceland.
The new Hillary era begins with her look. She’s the perfect career woman: an austere pantsuit 

in dark gray, flat shoes, a masculine shirt, light green, and light make-up. She’s in great shape, has lost 
weight, finally got down to 65 kilos, fresh from her face lift, with a short, sporty “campaign haircut”, 
which the Washington Post, in comments about the numerous metamorphoses of the First Lady, 
ironically dubbed the “vote-for-me cut”. Her presentation yesterday morning at Fortezza da Basso at 
the large international conference organized by Farmesina (Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs), the 
World Bank and UNESCO, titled “Culture Counts”, is a strong rebuke of the massification of taste and 
cultural references: “Globalization is a thin veneer on human identity, and can create many problems,” 
the First Lady warns. “Our youth is all the same, they eat the same hamburgers, wear the same T-shirts, 
and their fantasy is inspired by the same television characters. One spends a lot for products that we 
think represent culture. In a disposable world, globalization competes with our cultural treasures.”

To begin, she offers two proposals to affinn desires of peoples to see their own individuality 
assured in the face of mass culture: institute a Culture Bank like the one in Mali, and export the formula 
“Let’s Adopt a Monument” that gives children responsibility “because they are the world’s future.”

Applause; the First Lady shakes hands with many people, distributes smiles and 
encouragement. Then her limousine, a long black Cadillac with Washington, D.C., plates, together with 
a motorcade of about twenty vehicles, drives her to Dini’s country house, the Renaissance Villa 
Torrigini, above Scandicci, in tire middle of tire haunts of the Florence Monster. In the elegant home 
were waiting ten “power women”, including Letizia Moratti, Susanna Agnelli, Marlene Fresco, Mansa 
Riffeser, Wanda Ferragamo, Annalu’ Corsini, Bona Frcscobaldi and, naturally, Donatella Dini. 
Minister Giovanni Melandri is the last to arrive. A somewhat folkloric lunch for the twelve ladies, with 
a ministrel in 15th century costume who plays songs of that era. But the talk around the table, which is 

elegantly appointed, is serious and very timely.
Speaking of her Senate race, Hillary says that she must “win over three groups: the Italian 

community, the Irish community, and the Jewish community. Whoever gets the consensus of these 
three communities wins the election.” As far as television campaign advertising, Mrs. Clinton disagrees 
and says, “Don’t make the same mistake we made in the United States. Campaigns with too much 
advertising drives people away. It also costs a lot, which means that only rich people can afford it.”

A cultural afternoon, with a visit to the Palazzo Corsini gallery and a long stop at the 
Antiquities Bienalle. The First Lady is looking for period furniture for her post-presidential home. But 
her eyes go to a small antique jewelry case, to a 1920s Cartier clock with an emerald frame, to an art 
deco bracelet full of diamonds, to a ring with two blue diamond cabachons which she tries on and tries 
on again, enthusiastically. Then she goes to Palazzo Vecchio, where yesterday, in the Arms Room, a 
great exhibit of early works of Michelangelo opened. She admires Fanciullo Arciero, San Petronio, 
Manchester’ Madonna. She asks, she listens, she learns. Leaving through a small interior door, 
changing the schedule, she goes to the Uffizi, which is still open to the public, full of tourists who 

gather around her.
In those very moments - it is about 5:30 - a security guard finds a suitcase near a garbage can 

50 meters away from the American consulate. A bomb warning, sirens, and security has a fit. Corso 
Italia and the nearby streets are closed to traffic. Great agitation for an hour, until the bomb squad 
blows up the suitcase. Inside are only old clothes. Ignorant of everything, Hillary continues her tour of



In her speech she defends cultural traditions: “Look at our youth: they’re all the same”

Headline: Hillary Clinton closed the World Bank Congress 
Headline: “Globalization levels the cultural playing field”

Now that everything is over, now that the world can start all over again, now that the international 
conference on culture and sustainable development has ended and the thousands of delegates have gone 
home, now it seems that only she was here. Only Hillary, here inside the Fortezza da Basso. Only Mrs. 
Clinton. Hillary with her strong words about globalization: “It’s a thin veneer on human identity that 
can create many problems. It is in conflict with the world’s treasures, it can threaten the cultural 
traditions, create consumers rather than citizens. Just look at our youth - they’re all the same. They 
wear the same T-shirts, they eat the same hamburgers, and their fantasy is inspired by the same 
television characters.” Hillary acknowledges the arrogance of rich countries that believe that helping a 
developing country means imposing their type of culture and economy, building roads in the middle of 
nowhere, roads that the local citizens don’t use and don’t know what to do with. They were never asked 
if they needed them, and they never had a chance to tell anyone because no one ever listened. Hillary 
says to take Mali as an example; it created a Culture Bank and now the residents of villages, instead of 
selling artifacts to tourists as souvenirs, give them to museums to be displayed. In return, they receive 
money to buy seeds to plant their fields.

One will remember Hillary above all for her simplicity and the depth of her speech. Twenty­
seven passionate minutes without pause. And perhaps the words of an American First Lady are more 
influential than those of a delegate from Pakistan. But the Florence conference, organized by the World 
Bank, by UNESCO, and by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, was much more than this: it was an 
attempt to bring together different worlds - those of culture, economy and finance, in order to 

understand how they can work together, form alliances and find strategies to become involved. So that 
culture becomes an engine for growth for economic and social development. Italian Minister of Culture 
Giovanna Melandri, who concluded the conference, offered an international agenda checklist for 
involvement in the area of culture. A conference from which UNESCO will issue a document, still in 
the works, that during the past four days representatives from all over the world have studied and 
discussed. Forty ministers of culture, face to face with the financial officers from foundations and from 
banks. It’s not by chance that Florence was selected as the site for such high-level talks about culture. 
A city that made the Jamaican delegate say, “The beauty of Florence is not only its monuments and 
statutes, but rather what these works represent. The project of city and beauty that the people who had 
them in mind, created them and left as their legacy. This is what Florence teaches us, something on 
which to reflect for those of us live in societies that are stalled, where we are incapable of thinking with 
the perspective and grandeur of your ancestors.”

LA REPUBBLICA
(influential left-of-center daily)
October 8, 1999
Page 2 - Florence section

Photo caption: Hillary Clinton, during a visit to the Antiquities Biennale. The First Lady spoke 
earlier at the conference organized by the World Bank.



Continued from Page 1 * Bomb warning ...

At that moment, Mrs. Clinton was far away, between the Palazzo Vecchio and the Uffizi. The entire 
security apparatus, city policy included, went full-tilt for almost an hour until the bomb squad exploded 

a suitcase full of jackets and sheets.
The warning was issued by some guards at the American Consulate who, very zealous during 

these days of the official visit, found suspicious a blue suitcase leaning against a garbage can on Corso 
Italia, a few steps from the city theater. Very likely a forgotten suitcase. But yesterday it was not 
possible to take a chance. So Corso Italia was blocked, as was the riverfront street; the consulate and 
the two neighboring buildings were evacuated. For an hour, until the police bomb squad blew up the 
suitcase full of rags. At the loud noise of the explosion, a young employee of the consulate began to 

cry: she thought that the suitcase really was a bomb.
Fortczza da Basso, the Excelsior Hotel, San Martino alia Palma, again to the hotel, Palazzo 

Corsini, Palazzo Vecchio, Uffizi, Ferragamo: at each Hillary movement, even for a few meters, the 
American Secret Service, responsible for the protection of the president and his family, ordered the 
total blockade of normal traffic in order for the motorcade to pass an additional ten vehicles. In a city 
like Florence, with its narrow streets and heavy traffic, this meant not a small amount of inconvenience. 
But the attitude of the American guests has been unswerving and there has not been any maneuvering 
room for the Italian security service; Digos and special forces of the police and the carbinier! (military 
police) have put themselves at the disposal of the Americans for three days. Instead the First Lady’s 
schedule has always been kept secret until the last second, even from city police officials. Questions of 

privacy and security.



SVBJECT7TITLE RESTRICTIONDATE

002. report re: La Repubblica [partial] (1 page) 10/08/1999 P3/b(3)

Presidential Records Act - (44 L'.S.C. 2204(a)]

2015-0275-S

rcl894

PI National Security Classified Information 1(a)(1) of the PRA| 
P2 Relating to the appointment to Federal offiee 1(a)(2) of the FRA] 
P3 Release would violate a Federal statute ((a)(3) of the FRA] 
P4 Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential commercial or 

financial information ((a)(4) of the FRA]
P5 Release would disclose confidential advice between the President 

and his advisors, or between such advisors (a)(5) of the PRA| 
P6 Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of

personal privacy [(a)(6) of the FRA]

b(l) National security classified information [(b)(1) of the FOIA) 
b(2) Release would disclose internal personnel rules and practices of 

an agency [(b)(2) of the FOIA|
b(3) Release would violate a Federal statute ((b)(3) of the FOIA) 
b(4) Release would disclose trade secrets or confidential or financial 

information ((b)(4) of the FOIA|
b(6) Release would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of 

personal privacy [(b)(6) of the FOIA)
b(7) Release would disclose information compiled for law enforcement 

purposes [(b)(7) of the FOIA)
b(8) Release would disclose information concerning the regulation of 

financial institutions [(b)(8) of the F()1A|
h(9) Release would disclose geological or geophysical information 

concerning wells [(b)(9) of the FOIA|

DOCUMENT NO.
AND FYFE

Withdrawal/Redaction Marker
Ci inton Library

FOLDER TITLE:
October 1999 - Clippings [4]

COLLECTION:
Clinton Presidential Records

First Lady's Office

Lissa Muscatine

OA/Box Number: 20096

C. Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in donor’s deed 
of gift.

PRM. Personal record misfile defined in accordance with 44 II.S.C. 
2201(3).

RR. Document will be reviewed upon request.

RESTRICTION CODES
Freedom of Information Act - (5 II.S.C. 552(b)|



*

♦ »

CooxJ

Florence. She goes to Ferragamo and to the museum, where, escorted by Mrs. Dina, she admires the 
shoes of Audrey Hepburn, Gregory Peck, Ava Gardner.
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CERRELL ASSOCIATES, INC.
320 N. Larchmont Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90004

U.S. first lady in Italy,
urges 'cultural literacy'

By C ANDICE HUGHES

FLORENCE (AP) — First lady has refrained from com- 
Lady Hillary Rodham Clin- menting on U.S. political 
ton, on a visit to Italy last issues. Mrs. Clinton, a likely 
week, urged more support for candidate for a U.S. Senate 
museums and cultural institu- seat from New York, also vis- 
tions in the developing world, ited Slovakia and Poland,

Mrs. Clinton, speaking at a where she spoke at another 
conference on culture and development conference, 
economic development. The White House says the 
warned that development trip is not linked to domestic 
projects risk failure unless politics, and in this supreme 
they "reflect the lives and tra- city of art, Mrs. Clinton pass- 
ditions of the people they ed up what might have been a 
serve." golden opportunity to com-

Italy was the third stop on ment on artistic expression — 
a four-nation tour that takes a subject in which her poten- 
Mrs. Clinton to Iceland on tial opponent, New York 
Friday to give a speech on Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, is 
women and democracy. The now deeply embroiled.
25-minute speech in Florence Giuliani has criticized the 
was her only public appear- Brooklyn Museum of Art and 
ance in Italy. cut off city funding over an

"I see the desire of so many exhibition he deems sacrile- 
to try and assert their identity gious, in part because it 
against the mass culture includes a painting of the Vir- 
fueled by globalization," she gin Mary embellished with 
said during the speech. 'We elephant dung, 
must bring a new cultural lit- Mrs. Clinton confined her 
eracy and cultural respect to remarks here to the rather 
all our development strate- drier realms of development .• 

policy.gies.'
During her trip, the first
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From II Giornale, 10/6/99:

Headline: "Hillary Clinton's Travels To Florence Are About To Begin" 

r

"Due to arrive this afternoon in Pisa, America's First Lady might be coming 
with her daughter to two social events," writes Alessandro Giannotti in II 
Giornale. “The reason for the American First Lady's visit to Florence is the 
speech she will deliver on Thursday morning, when she will speak (on the 
same program with) Italian Minister of Culture Giovanna Melandri who will 
close the conference organized by the World Bank, UNESCO and by the 
Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, on “Financing, resources and economics of 
culture in sustainable development". The First Lady will be involved in two 
major social events. The first at Villa Medici, in Fiesole, hosted by Anna 
March! Mazzini, this evening at 8:15, where Hillary Clinton will be escorted by 
James Wolfensohn, the president of the World Bank ... Tomorrow Donatella 
Zincone, Minister of Foreign Affairs Lamberto Dini's wife, will host a breakfast 
at her villa in San Martino alia Palma... an opportunity to introduce the First 
Lady to the important women of Florence. On November 20 Bill Clinton 
himself will be in Florence for the conference on the so-called “Third Way" on 
politics, social issues and economics.

I
i i
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October 6, 1999

(Translated as written)

Media Reactions: Local Press

I

The local press is interested mostly in the agenda and the social events the 
First Lady will be involved in during her stay in Florence.

Headline:
“Everyone Is Crazy For Hillary. The First Lady in Florence for "Culture Counts" 
(La Nazione)

Letizia Cini, in her article in La Nazione headlined: “Hillary: Guess where she 
is going to dine?", writes: “All are keeping quiet about the Florentine stay of 
Hillary. Many know, or they make you believe they do. There are...many 
sources, too many in fact, so it is hard to find real information...One thing is 
certain: the First Lady will speak tomorrow morning, after Giovanna Melandri 
(Minister of Culture), on the closing day of the international conference, 
"Culture Counts: Financing, resources and economics of culture in 
sustainable development" organized by the Italian government and the World 
Bank with UNESCO ...The First Lady will land at Pisa airport at 6:30 p.m. with 
10 people and, so it seems, her daughter Chelsea... The American
Ambassador Thomas Foglietta will meet her at the airport. Anna Marchi 
Mazzini will take care of Mrs. Clinton’s first Florentine dinner at Villa Medici ... 
“Lady USA will have dinner with a few select friends and with World Bank 
President James Wolfensohn.”
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PM-Slovakia-Mrs Clinton, 1st Ld-Writethru, a0550,0391
U.S. first lady to praise democratic efforts in Slovakia
Eds: LEADS with six new grafs to UPDATE with Mrs. Clinton's comments after 
talking with the premier; picks up 3rd graf pvs: 'On the first..'
By MELISSA EDDY= Associated Press Writer=

BRATISLAVA, Slovakia (AP) In her second visit to Slovakia, Hillary Rodham 
Clinton today praised the democratic changes she said have taken place in this 
small central European nation and reiterated U.S. support.

Speaking after a meeting with Premier Mikulas Dzurinda, Mrs. Clinton 
encouraged his government to work on behalf of Slovakia's minorities, a clear 
reference to the 600,000 ethnic Hungarians in the southeastern part of the 
country.

Dzurinda and President Rudolf Schuster are credited with having brought 
Slovakia closer to Europe, following five years of authoritarian rule by 
Dzrinda's predecessor, Vladimir Meciar.

''Many of you know the contribution Slovak Americans have made to the 
United States ... and the role all citizens play in building
a strong future,'' the first lady said.

She also praised the completion of a bridge across the Danube River 
linking Slovakia and Hungary a statement, she said, that the country wants to 
be connected to Europe.

"I know very well (that) the spirit and character of the Slovak people 
will demonstrate absolutely that Slovakia is ready to take its rightful place 
in Europe,'' she added.

During Mrs. Clinton's initial visit to Slovakia three years ago, she met 
only with pro-democracy groups, who were struggling against Meciar's regime.

During this trip, she plans to applaud the groups' efforts and to work in 
bringing about the changes that have made the former communist nation a 
leading candidate for European Union membership.

On Tuesday, Mrs. Clinton visited Poland, where she met with President 
Aleksander Kwasniewski and focused on women's rights and economic development 
in Eastern Europe.

She met with female entrepreneurs at a textile factory, where she lauded 
Poland for leading the way in economic reforms among the nations of the former 
Soviet bloc since the collapse of communist rule 10 years ago.

After Slovakia, Mrs. Clinton continues to Italy and Iceland, where she 
will take part in a conference on women and democracy.

filed by:APE-(--) on 10/06/99 at 10:59EDT 
printed by:WHPR(SCOH) on 10/06/99 at 12:16EDT
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Poznan Wprost in Polish 17 Oct 99 page 116SOURCE:

TEXT:
[Commentary by Tomasz Lis: "Visiting with You’’]

Of course, the successful photo-for-photo deal does not change 
the fact that reports on the visit, which failed to notice why 
Mrs. Clinton had come to Poland, were truly hilarious. American 
journalists did not have the slightest doubts about that, and when 
the American first lady was talking about the growing number of 
automobiles and restaurants in Warsaw, in Washington they were 
grilling the White House spokesman. No, it is no election 
campaign, he said. What was he supposed to say, after all? Of 
course, it is not a campaign. It is a coincidence that Mrs. 
Clinton is visiting the Warsaw Jewish school founded by Ronald 
Lauder, a hugely important person in the World Jewish Congress and 

[FBIS Translated Text]
Senate Speaker Alicja Grzeskowiak, who has been fighting to 

win favor with Warsaw, must have been dying of envy when she saw 
this. Warsaw was being conquered by a person who was not even a 
Senate speaker, not even a senator or a candidate for a senator. 
She was a candidate for a candidate for a senator — but she came 
from the New York State. Hillary Clinton arrived, and did not 
even have the time to see, but she conquered, She had Warsaw and 
the entire Poland at her feet. Senator Grzeskowiak, sensing what 
was cooking, had gone to New York City a few days before Hillary 
Clinton's visit. The senator marched in the first row in the 
Pulaski parade together with the person who may defeat Hillary a 
year from now —■ the Republican mayor of the city Rudolph Giuliani.

Humiliated by vocalist Houston, Poland needed confirmation 
that we belong there and that others are reckoning with us. The 
U.S. first lady sensed this grass-roots demand and responded to 
it. In return she got what she came for —• photographs from 
Poland. Of course, the time of our president, prime minister, and 
foreign affairs minister is precious, but Mrs. Clinton’s visit was 
an exceptional opportunity to specify its value fairly precisely. 
The 30 minutes with the president, 32 minutes with Minister 
Geremek, and 35 minutes with Prime Minister Buzek was converted 
into a piece of good press in the West. The world heard Hillary 
Clinton's words about difficult reforms which were yielding 
results. The moment was appropriate because a few days earlier 
the world saw a report by the New York Times correspondent about 
Lepper and attempts to call Poland's successes of the last decade 
into question. I totally disagree with those who say, outraged, 
that Poland was used as an element of Mrs. Clinton's election 
campaign. It was exploited just as much as our visitor was. For 
97 minutes with the most important people in Poland we had gotten 
the least expensive portion of good publicity since the time 
General Wilecki was fired as chief of the General Staff (at that 
time it was evidence to prove that Poland was not a banana 
republic in which generals tell civilians what they are supposed 
to do).
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[Description of source: Wprost — Leading centrist political 
magazine)

Hillary Clinton likened Poland's transition from communism to 
the Jewish flight from Egypt through the Red Sea. She is right 
about the sea bit. By saying that "there are always people who 
want to return to Egypt" Mrs. Clinton proved that she was familiar 
with the results of the most recent polls presenting the ratings 
of Polish political parties. How much different those ratings 
could be if there were at least one politician on our right who 
knew as much about politics as the New York state candidate for a 
senator does.

Let the Americans worry about assessing whether, as the White 
House spokesman says, Mrs. Clinton is acting as a U.S. ambassador 
and so her trip can be paid for by American taxpayers, or she is 
acting as her own ambassador, for which she should pay herself. 
Or, perhaps, she is acting as both a U.S. ambassador and the 
ambassador of her candidacy, in which case the costs should be 
split. As for ourselves, we can stop the worshipping and just 
conclude with satisfaction that, just like Mrs. Clinton, we got 
what we wanted — a pat on the shoulder from a person whose words 
carry a lot of weight today and probably will not matter at all 13 
months from now. This seems to be the inevitable end to the 
phenomenon called the Americans' tiredness of the Clintons, which 
the U.S. president speaks about quite frankly.

probably her election sponsor. It is a coincidence that she is 
visiting the country in which thousands of New York Poles were 
born. It is a coincidence that, when she leaves Poland for 
Slovakia, she will visit the tomb of a famous rabbi and a Jewish 
nursing home. It is a coincidence that from there she will go to 
Italy and that she is already planning to visit Ireland and Israel 
(Italy, Israel, Ireland — these three "I" are the greatest 
political power in New York). Hillary Clinton is running for the 
senate in New York and is right about that. But why is she 
seeking applause in Warsaw? However, it is not Warsaw that is at 
issue here. Warsaw is bowing — the most famous woman of the 
world has shared with us a handful of her golden thoughts about 
transition, globalization, cultural heritage, problems of women 
and children, art, etc. I understand that, if a person tried to 
please the Big Brother, out of a habit he will do the same to the 
Big Sister. The difference is, the Big Sister does not care too 
much about that. The Italians, who received Mrs. Clinton after 
Poles and Slovaks, at least acted rationally. They realized that 
this was a campaign against Giuliani, who comes from Italy, and 
focused mainly on Hillary's coiffure. The coiffure was the work 
of a French woman, a Ms. Goetz, one of the six personal 
hairdressers of the woman who is interested exclusively in the 
fate of those who are in need the most.
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inched, gniRging,

merd

origami of fleeting smiles. 
_Her basic smile is sort of chip- 
munky and schoolmarmish, 
but sometimes, when sbe is 

...pouncing on the possibility of'

harsh, unforgiving, and grimly deter­

mined—nippy—bur when she is at 
ease, free co discuss, you know, rhe 
issues .. . well, then her mouth be­
comes the very instrument of her 
freedom, and her laugh rings the bell 
of her throat. Her laugh is the sexiest 
thing about her, in fact; it packs 

wallop ir QIS

an idea, her lips extend their reach into 
ier cheeks and carve out a wolfish, 
arnal line, as though nothing could 

please her more than her own hunger.
— Her mouth is enigmatic in its capacity 

for adjustment—it seems both the
— origin and repository of her secrets.

Sure, when she is under duress, it 
 r.in appear sinaltu pi

~ ~ By To in Jt

Sbe Kas^n sexy mouth, 1 think. ?
That slight palatial overbite—it 
gets to me. Sbe seems expert

— -3- 5944

_at marshaling ber moutb^s re­
sources. at inspiring its inge- 
nnity Sbe can fold ber lips into 
an orip’ami of fleetin o’ smiles.
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owns things that spirkle in the hirshrrt illumination—her car 

rings, her wedding ring. Of course, her hair is bright and fixed, 

but sometimes s tendril of it w,|) come loose »nd fol! into her 
face and the will Mem open to the intrigue of dishevclment Of 

enurse, rhe Ult of her ehln is proud, and her ponurt impeccable  ̂
She shows eery link skin other than her throat and hands. buL 

her throat is clean and delicate and alive, and her hands arc 
small and vivid, organs of attack and exclamation and instruc­
tion and delight She is nor a large woman; she is on the short 

Side, and sparse in the shoulders and the ebesc. She looks up at 

most of the men she meets. She wears expensive pantsuits, 

Jr.ipcy around her legs, and Oar shoes. She projects an aura of 

power bur not uf invincibility, and rhe men who surround her 

often seem inspired ro prorect her. or at lease to offer her escort. 

She soil looks like the smartest girl at rhe dunce, waiting, the 

girl not snurt enough io escape het vulnerability nor ambitiout

I wssflynif «ouprtac*Mew'— - . ~
I heard the Hilbry joke. I had a window mm. I was reading a

The most 
salient and 
interesting fa<

'KI

, V i ly

interesting tact 
about Hillary/ 
listhat so many 
men absolutely 
harf her anas, 

that their 
(hatred is not ) 
^o much / 
political as if 

is sexual. 
Under rhe 
guise of 

political 
discontent, 
|raen say 
things about 
(Hillary they 
would never 
say about 
other women, h

rile—in regard co everything elsr, particularly polifki and rhe S 

masj media. He was «oo big far his scar and ate his allotted bag > 

of snack mix with a kind of puxzkd, proprietary disappoint-
mert. He was an engineer in hu early fifties with an imposing 5

enough to escape her longing, and now like a "Oman of incipi­

ent bloom. I imagine « would be easy to make her blush. I 
imagine her easily courted and easily seduced by a certain 

stripe of practiced icducez, and if you were to ask—ax all men 

eventually do, when the subject ii Hillary Rcdlum Clinton— 

that terrible quernon, "Would you ... ?- I would have to 

say, yes, I would.
Sure I would. Of ceursa 1 would. Hell yes, I would

I would do it

1 would voce For Hillary Clinton in a New York minute.

V>z IJ

A*
to rake her b» surprise. There's a wickedness about her laugh, in
its offhand suggestion that she is willing to be entertained, to be

(t's quick and sudden, an unabashed, throary gargle, and
u sccins to put dazzle in her eyes from below, like footlights.

$hr har pretty ryes, J think. They're dirrc:, almost imperi­
ously 10. but not cold. They seem shy—shy bencaih their vt-
Acet of command- They are almond shaped, slightly catty, set

high in the broad planes of her fact, abo«c rhe shadowed (nan-

gio of her mighty cheekbones- when she is tired, her eyw arc
the Fiztr to show jt. to betrav the accumulation of everything she j

has gone through, to reveal di* Surplus of her makeup. She

wears plenty oj makeup. Her skin it lined and slightly worn and

depends on light from other sources—from her eyes, from her
smile, even from the hounding incandescence of television. Like 

het husband, she knows how to look good —hen she’s tired She the man rvert ic me leaned ift co

my car and In a loud, plain 

whisper said, “What’s the Hd- 
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I put che magazine inmpiap^ 
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sn» looked virginal o« til* day »hc low her political viijini- 

tv—the Ja» the and Senator Daniel Paencfc Moynihan made the 

Juste march down 1 country road arm in atm. in order to tend 

rhe rrjnjl to New Yixlr and all Ac world that if she wanted hit 

job. he accepted her ambition. Don't take my word for it; the 
metaphor nf Hillary’s maidenhead was tusgesred by one of

Io « 
:o®A 
«alr«|

—Mid, as tuch. the mo»t interfiling seAjai penon* of our nax^ 

/ nouig^mention Ac mew pplaruirie Dohrio.t'Wlfc lir.re Marte 
■Kntoinetce- Ycit flut'i tighc Accused of ahnexatme her proper

what the teems to embody is nothing more and nothing leu 

than their own resrnnnent that they didn't marry a woman with 

better legs and bigger hrs. For iniuncc: I once asked a nun 
whether he could e»w bring himaelf io cart a vote for Hillary 

Clinton, only to hear him soy, “Arc you kidding? Not with that 
sss.*1 Since then, 1 have heard so many variations of Ail Stock 

answer—from “She hss thick ankles" to “She couldn't satisfy 
Bill, so how’s she gonna satisfy me?"—that I’ve come to realise 

that instead of Slking “Would you vote for Hillary Clinton?" 

I may at well be asking, "Would you do Hillary Clin­
ton?" lnde«d, in reference to our First Lady, the two questions 

ire practically one and rhe same. To say chai you wouldn’t vote 

for Hillary Clinton is not only to exercise political choice but to 

maintain the only sense of superiority—sexual supanority— 
that she allows. She suras men priggish, Hillary docs; she turns 

them into prudes, always forced to say what they wo»>t do — 
what they urox/dn t, and if by that turn she doesn’t quite beci 

an object of desire, she becomes at the very least a test of deain

mulation of Hillary's politic*! and sexual standing—chai is. M 
polirical hiary and sexual doormat who in order eo fulfill hydlTb 
Dtud/ls Ant ftlfTfo*depend on ficrlsusbud's K?3Ml a'lilf" *nt^
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kept on saying whets the reporters got claurrropbobec under rhe 
benign dissolve of the Nue iky and want in March of local color 

“We know Pat, and we're here for him. He’s otn. 'Course, k'> 

not very often that someone like Av Fltn Lady enmes to Findus 

Corners, so thereat chat, too."
Pindars Comers—Cod, as tbe name of the emsroads where 

Moynihan tilled his earth, it wu downright Caprauque, and the 

neighbors liked saying is u much •> the reporren hkad wnnng it. 
There was Joe, for instance Joe a guy. Joe w*» originally 

from Lindenhurst, Long Island. Joe wore a ribbed tank top and 

black thons Joe kept hi* urns oroued. For Joe, it was sub­
text. He had done sotne work foe Mn Moynihan around Ac 
farm, and now, under hii brea A, working the words between his 

teeth the way he would work a tpoApsck, be said, "I don't think 

Mr*. Moynihan Lises this. I don’t dunk Ac like* dm ar all. In 

fast, I know *he doesn't. Why? You know. Hillary. The Clinton*. 
This means he's coming. You g« heq you get him. Thcc’s just the 

way it i*. First Genniftt Rowers, then Paula Jone* and Morrcw- 

Vho * ncm—ray mother?" It wa* in affectively complied for-

»txual role m return for powec she has gained A« ability to get 

under men’s sexual skin* in a way no actress or tupermodel ever 

could, and srands a* the incarnation of every unrerolved >nd ir- 

.'esoncilablc Feeling a er train kind of man has about his wife and 

aboui feminism and about marriage and about foe entire que*- 
tion of sexual fidelity and about women in general. Indeed, »o 

\ potent a totem ha* she become that tome itko—the man in rhe 
\ middle leal, for example—refuse even ro grant that A«’> a 

1 woman. And when ihe runs for rhe Senate, she will have to Con- 
rroat men who answer the question “Would you voce far her?" 

w«h a vehemence only *hc can inspire: 
'^Li'Hey, man; Not with your lever."

"had always been inrr w<e7iad“n<c!?re power without the neco- 

tiry check of dectoraj occoumabiliry and so communicated »or- 
ual threat without the compcmarion of sexual radiance—that 

she had ne»cr made herself available in Ac way her huAand had. 
On this day, howr»ec, all that was about to cfiingc, for through 

foe arcuir of she media Ac wa« presenting herself co Ac voting 

public for the first 5tnc. and, upon hearing Joe’s complaint, a 
neighbor sitting oa a blanket made the nature of the rraasfocma- 

oon dean •Nonsense." rhe said. “Hillary’s here because rhe 

wane to help. She’s beta because Ac liter people Just like her 

husband. She’* not even really a politician." A grave pause- 

•NFall, I guen Aar change* today,* th* said. "I guae* today 

Hillary loses her virginity. ...“
And so she did. There was an ungnatioa. Moynihan mar 

her Ln a historic little white schoolhouse he bad convened Late 
his study. It was said that he wrote his books there. He was 
waiting for her, cur of sight, when A« reporters arrived, and 

Lata, when Hillary pulled up in a secured minivan, he stepped 

outside and opened the screen door for her. He was a gentle­
man, ipd the a lady. They stayed imide the schoolhouse for 

abovr twtniy minutes, then emerged into • sylvan scene tainted 

only by Ar inescapable apparatus of in political purpose—the 

big white satclliu trucks, Ac serried ranks of block camera*, 

the clicking, whirring, humping, griping Aronj. Reporter* 
were kept behind * rope, and io the First Lady and hw etcort

drily, Aick forearms, reddish hands, squarish fingers, graving 
hair vombed to the side, and a well-kept, graying beard. He w>» 
wearing aviator-style eyeglasses, • golf shirt, blue jeans, and 

white Sneakers. He hud a laptop ’Jt'hen I told bun, wifo a Craven 
ind guilty chuckle, whar 1 thought of his joke—‘That’* cold, 

man"—he shrugged, as if m noncommma! apology, and then 
said confidentially, Til btc you she has bigger balls than Bill. *

I tried to return my attention to the article about Hillary but 

couldn’t. It was a long article, full of fact* about Whitewater 
and cattle furores and Trpvelgacc and health c»tt, but now ir 

seemed incomplete, as sny article would that did OOt iddreSS 
what is to me the most salient and interesting and inexplicable 

fact about Hiflary Clinton—thf fain ilui suuiany mm iTiCTutcly 

hart her and that their hatred is leiJ poiilltll lfB"Tt ■< sexu*L 
Iridited, if Cccrge Bush wa* said to remind women or :neir first 
husbands, Hillary reminds men of. .. well. It’s herd «»say, ex­

actly, fot to ask men to eonrempl*« die question of Hillary 
Clinton it <o open oneself to an entire subterranean world of 

men, an underground encounter group where the gripes are Var­
ious and specific and churlish and childish and reflexive and pal­

try and endless. Under the guise of political discontent, men ny

ID-212 633 5944
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Moynihan's neighbors, who gains authority unply by being one 
ol Ae.vcry few people who watched Ae spnud. wiAeur Ae 

added indw-'emetu of an editor astigning her ro ba Aera. This 

was July 7.19R9 Thu «u Ac day Hillary Clinton w*s to inau­
gurate bar “listening tour" of New York State and thereby—by 

deed if nor by word—announce her design* on Ae Senate *cat 
Alt Moynihan was vacating. A tribe of rwc hundred reporter* 

gathered on Moynihan's cight-hundred-acre farm, debauching 

from Arce air-conditioned tour buses and squcealiig dsamselves 
around rhe bkachcij set up far the occasior. on a field of tram­

pled grass and clever. The neighbors invited Aan»et»c» and wem 

proud co do so. They trickled in and eMabliAed Aemseives on 

the outskirts of Secret Servire perimecen, the skeptics standing 

with crossed arra, Ac aupporret* spreaAng blankrtl and taking 
pierore* of those taking pictures. “We’re Jusr neighbors," they
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how tanScnrial ro HilUry j pSfitfcal forumw, jfttr all. No,, it » 

abtaiutcly rentr»>, became jt i» throu<b the mayc oj mxu»I hu-

a poignanrfy brave Kt of the i»W 
nd interna! arfiahc; ’tut now, on

one dung aundi dear She would nor he ninaine at all tf jt wcr 
jot for Monica Lewinsky In this country, HiU*<7 Clintok
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hid io advance upon them, K/ty yards or io down a dairy, un- 
paved road. They cook their time, as though unaware of what, 
they were there for. They even dawdled, Moynihan pointing into 
the woods, Hillary nodding, forcing h« gate io follow rhe path 
of his finger, like a coed still obliged to be incrreirrd in her dace 

She was tvearing a dark blue pantsuit that flowed around her 
bod» as she walked- He—with his courteously stooped shoul­
ders. his tinctured face, his flaxen white hair turning a blue mir­
ror to the arc-light sky—was wearing khakis and a lighr-blu* 
shirt, burtoned-dowp and oxford-clothed. Ever gallant, he 

hooked his arm into hers, and suddenly, as he squired hex, she 

looked . . . well, she’d never looked better in her life, if you want 
to know the truth; she looked innocent but tiger; she looked 

ripe, »redy—free. In the company af u*"d, «hc often dis-
plays the classic appearance of a wronged wife—snjf. ciekn-

~ionli notlU lUIBllh g fbr"the Senate, oe at least running with a 

mliftk chance of winning, had she not been sufficiently humil­

iated, or chastened, or Feminised, or desexuaided, or, as some 

would ha-e it, emasculated, to satisfy rhe public craving that 

this woman be pur through rose kind of trial. Are quesnoAf 
about Monica Lewinsky legitimate and neccuary, then, because 
they Will help ut gather tome kind of ewdenw, because they will 
help us know what uanspired berween the Pfcridcnr and the 
Fust Lady in the calami to us and—for bet—redemptive year of 
1„8? Not They art legitimate and necmary ptcctsely because 

wc will n«zrr know whar happened between them, and sha will 
never tell. She is the Mona Liu of lor<»suffering wives, and un­

less we find a new way to read her—uahss wc ask her queruons 

trvif .naw UTlb fWd I tel tn nMllllTl|KF that aoenr c belong to j 
her husband—we wdl find burseIver unable to read her ar all. '*'

BUENA VISTA 
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apsotutciy centra/, because it u through the magic 
milMnoo dut sbe w-u iomchow" paMtqnn«jfem rhe woman 

the lepublicans ran so successfully aqq/wM rhe

woman WUtl did IIir best to dnappear in 'ES, *X, and *F7—into 
tfiTInbat admired wi 
what ' V ■.r"
For afl theTpcoJatson conarrung her reasons for running for 

the Senate—for all the *b-it-hunger4»r-power-orv<hirn-for- 

reveftge’’ psychodrutw bruited about by polirical re porta n— 

were

The guy setting behind me was tlrod. Over three days, wc 
had traveled with Hillary from Pladsrx Camerr ro Oneonta, 

from Oneona to Cooperstown, from Cooperstown to Utica, 
Ftobi Utica to Rome. At each stop, there wax a bit of achcdulcd 

political rheacer called, *ldi Orwellian flair, a ‘listtiling 
event*; at each stop, wc had listened to—and watched—Hillary 
lima. Soy. could rhe listen. She was an ifidefarigabk lisrcnsr, 
insatiable. SM listened first to panels of selected guests, rhei* to 

gennal audiences, and it must be said tbac she war Clinton- 

esquet No story was coo trivial, no nugger of wotikety too ar­

cane, no concern coo parochial for Hillary to make eye contact 
with the speaker, nod her head in a pattern of ehrse.chorc. ewo- 

long, say, 'That's very ieiecrcsong," scribble some no«« in a 
notepad, and then evince not only determined empath* buc 
also a desire for mere—more itoeio, more wonkery. more 
parochial concexns. Neither the bua travel nor the listening «u 
what exhausted rhe guy behind me, howc-cr; no, whgt tired 

him out was »or knowing. He was ■ White House correspon­
dent for Time magatinc. H« had been covering the Clintons for 
quite a while, and now, well, he wa« Hillaryfied. He was Clifi- 

’onded. He couldn’t seem co gee over hu—and everyone else'*— 

lack of clarity when it came to rhe Clintons- Hillary in particular. 
He said that last year, while it was all happening—when HiUvry 

attacked th< “right-wing eotupirecy" in January and her hus­
band admitted his deceit in August—rhe editorial staff at Tims 
was split into two schools of thought: one insisring that Hillary 
had known all along about Morucu even as she was out defend-

neutered rort of popularity: ‘Lm iookirw Forward.* she tai J. 
“ro meeting with New Yorkers- . . ■ tbe/n havf aloe to fell me 

about what they th"i- mr- t u wgg « wwei; a jail*

fieid-tb'aniwejJnujJ uracafraeettirr marc humeri t^an most 
writew and commentators gave her audit fot—marc human, 
certsinly *an the question Ttsdf, although it^gHutha.^id chat 

ihe question itself wa* emireky fcgjtunjteXe^cn necxcxaohJtT 
not as though her husband's affair with Min Lewinsky i't some-

plays the classic sppesrance of a wronged wife-
HycK wary co the couch, with a ~ ~ 1 '
Signaling excernal surrender trud intetj________________

rhe arm of New fork's reiilBesenior senator, she looked 

ygung and restored, dcspire the dark circles acteoding her eyes. 
Hell, they both looked young, even wistful, and when Moytu- 

han ended his introductory speech to the press by saying, ‘I 
hope she will go all the way," he might have been a nice Har­

vard boy voicing hit sccrer desires for the nice, studious, slightly 

. mousy Wellesley girl he’d come co fancy.
f Does Hillary go all the way? Speculation has been offered, in 

numerous inidei and peychobiogjipfuci, that she was in fact a 
virgin when she met her husband at dear old Yale, that she has 
gone all the way with him and with him only. Now she stood 

without him in front of a pack of reporters and—Moynihan’s 
i courtly presence notwithstanding—she stood very much alone, 

conspicuously alone, as she announced her dcrermination ro lis­
ten to New Yorkers before she spoke to them: io c£fe«. to rurn 

herself into a New Yotker by first turning herself into a blank 

slaie. The announcement lasted hut a few minutes; then she took 

questions She aecmed extraordinarily brave ac this moment— 

beave and a little foolhardy, for she was clearly In the process of 

remaking herself, as a dtizen and as a woman and as a politician 
and as a wife, and y« she had ® knew that her purity in that re­

gard would remata iorx« only as long as teporrert refrained 
from mentioning him or from otherwise reminding het that 

even now her fare was tied co bis expansive sense of xnrual pic- 
rogauve. As might be expected, they did nm tefrain for loog: 

three or four questions, ma* Then, after she had dispensed with 

reporters chaUenging her right to call herself a New Yorkst, her 
knowledge of Canadian trade agreements, and her ueceu ar 

hocking cattle furureo—yes, that old chaatnut—she heard a 

woman from the crowd’s parti ng middle ask if she, Hillary Clin­
ton. had somehow profited from Mt husband’s dalliance with 

that woman, Min Lewinsky ... if she expected to recrivc “rhe 
rympathy vote* ... if, in effect, she expected to become a United 
Stares senator because she expected voters to pity het

It has been laid—heck, it woi said, in the next morning's 

news stories—char ch« Erst Lady did not answer the question, 
Out she somehow failed to respond. This is not precisely nue. 
She responded, all tight. She jusr jeeponded like a Fnc Lady— 

like a wife—rather than like a politician. She glased over. She 

paused for a second, as though she had been interrupted by a 

plune bussing overhead, and then she forced an expression of 

brisk, uoffer-klitch cheerfulness upon her face. She has a $«y 

voice, a pliable and ptofeseiorul voice, clarion and piping, verg­
ing toward the range of alto, but now sb* tightened its timbre 
and. as though she were running nor for the Senate bur rather 

for junior-high class president, used ir co c.xprtss a wish for a

U7/ .?33 S9**
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pable or iuie about anything her 
accuser: QiA cnniurv- ^eT^fe

The micro- 
phone was 
networking.
Finally, some­
one on her 
staff scooted 
up and adjust­
ed it on the 
lapel of her 
pantsuit “Is 
that okay?" 
Hillary said. 
It was—her 
voice was now- 
amplified. 
"Well,” she said 
as she crossed 
and recrossed 
her legS-Tve 
been waiting 
for someone 
co turn me on."

‘'th.

■4?-

\ -T *'

____ _ ___ ______ , __ Je and me fair gcTefall rhe 

wdy'and the___________________________ ■> all mmi eihwiw ra

doesn't ii? The Bad Hillary ir not only nobcically cuthlcu, jhe'» 
seeually unavailable—or. worse, sexually withholding, She :> the 
Hillary who. along with Lady Muebeth, prays to be msde less 
or a wnteuin so she can muster what's neeeuaiy for a man's 
work, who, along with Lady M-, be^s rhe spirits to “unsex tnc 
here / And 6)1 me from the crown to the toe lupful / Of Jirett 

cruelty! ... Come to my woman's bc£3S3./ And take my milk 

for gall, you munh ring ministers." She’s the Hillary who. in 

lhe words of a lot of men 1 talked ro in ytisjaTe hlrw York, 
‘made hef deal" and now was gening “paid off" with this, her

■

adherents has always been to unscx he: as eagerly as her ene­
mies do, so that love of Hillary winds up wan and chasre and ha­

tred of Hillary rums out dark and sexual and jealous and po­
tent The Hillary I saw was nor unsexed—she was rese.xcd, by 
the words in her own mouth. She was conducting one of her 

panel discussions. She was speaking, instead of listening, but 
nobody could hear her because of a problem with her micro­
phone. At least, the television men couldn't hear her. and they 
made themselves known. They had primacy, so they Started 
yelij'ig ar hec. Finally, someone on her staff scooted up and ad­
justed the microphone on the lapel of her flawy blue pantsuit. 
"Is that okay?" Hillaty Mid. It was oksy—her voice was now 
amplified into its fleep clarion call. “U'dl,'’ she sa.d as she crossed 

»nd rccrosscd her legs, ‘I've been waiting for someone to turn 
me on ” Her timing was perfect, and she got a big Laugh, because 

suddenly the Fint Lady was ... aaucy. |coHr<™rd on pagt 174]
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SMtadvi run for the Senate, and the_Posftbility of power.
As for the ocher Hillary, Hillary rhe Good—1 think I might 

have seen her in New York, early on. maybe in Oneonta. She 
was listening. She was nodding. She was weiring stuff in her 
notepad. The harsh television light softened in her eyes and 

bourwed around like the bounding light on □ swimming pool. I 
had assumed that 1 would ha»e to choose blindly berween the 
Good Htllary and rhe Bad—-that I wouldn't have enough to go 

on: chat in the end my choice would boil down t0 a question of 
belief or, rather some kind of cxistsrcial decision, * Hinging of one­

self into the abyss where the truth once was. This is not quite 
how k happened. 1 had to make a choice, all right, but it came 

simply, a function of instinct nod feel, when I thought I recog­

nized a woman up there in the hot lights. She was not the saindy 
victim proposed by her adberenu—but then, the mistake of b^

89-13-99 11:45
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ng her h.uiband 05 vjctiiTi or' entrenched and implacable enemies; 

he other trusting that he had deceived her M he had deceived 

jveryone else. The schism did not bother the correspondent, 
sowrvet, nearly as mu<:h as the fact thm in support of its argu­
ment each side had amassed *har seemed to be equally reliable 

badica oi c«idence. "Each side had sourcts." he said, almost 

abjeert". srill unable to accept that rhe truth o.’ the mitret 
seemed out of reach and thue the rpht was not resolved by fact 

but rather reconciled by belief, ns fhough Hillary were some 

kind of religious figure.
Anti there you have it. or them—the two Hillarys. Tha one 

a good wife wronged; the ocher . the other almow unirongin- 
abre.”npr 16 ninth Ms ihijvelmn Ji VBtjian. a monster of cyh»- 

■ T 1 ' *“*1 Cism ana cola comptotnue,
I 1 bloodless and, yes, sexless, ca-

4

completely different women, 
yet nor much sepatases chew  ̂really, except for Some eight or nine 
niuiil.SS worth of kr.owl33T;
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n te a suanca experience moling wtz£ 
the Good Hillary, bsautc when one cunei 
upon dw haired mspired by the B*d Hillary, it

?A.?VO BUENA ru
----- J DAILY Ntws bUi^tbS

(corarufrf/rompujrJlS] One could jAafjoe 
her talking dirty—hale, the was olklng 

dirty, jott of—and a few nuautss Utas, "ken 
one of th* women ondu pud ttarud M/int 
■Bill* thia and "BUI" that, lie pulled hand! 
vp chorr and, with her hand over ha baan. 
apologized co Hllliry far iieuig io informal, 
for <uing her Surbaod’S fine aaoe. FGUtry 
reaehed one, placed ket hand o*V the 
wotnaa'i wren, and >«id with an amuecd, ia- 
cimas chvdde, "Tlur's all right, f know who 

you're talking about.’ 
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srecu TO eonx without lufflcicne came or *b« 
ecrxdent. bls just thtfr. waidag for the bus in 
dnsxm and Una sad danced Hale pockets, 
shrieking tad frothing, mu and women with 
raiding lipu and auassim' mouths. They 
vrxi put al the luteauiE roun they traveled 

with Hl from daptmed up tax river town to 
depressed upmee river town, and so wha 
HUlary was listening, lay, to onnloc dss 
side a tuux centre ia dw ncarty gutted city of 

f Utica. she alio bad co lister u people chudjig 
forufally from outside, Co komtHUlaryi Go 
home HHUrfi Ge bear Hilary! They had rhe 
place snreaundu. these folks, beck door to 
froar, spu&ig down the itrp of n old rnd- 
brick Catholic church across the ktmc. Some 
of their Jtpu were pretry Sood—KTUnMJ,

dihough of course diert were (he yellow ban- 
aert emblazoned with pictures of mangled 
ferevesand the —srdi MtUAlT't CHOICE, U 
though Hillaryh ambipon nood in affront to 
-be womb itself. Ouoide the senior contet in 
Utica, one woman spat and said, •She’s nor my 
kind of people. She only haa one child. I b*«e 
three and reiad thorn myself. She's never ewn 
owned a hoWL* Aaothct num aaid, "How 
can she expect to run a rtacr when she can't 
«»« run a martuga?" Aldusugh it nut be 
added that his friend iatempted and mid, 
ieftly ifid almorr chivalrously, "Hey, now, 
tlurS Bor free fault.'

1 didn't ger it—bow personal the opposi- 
doc, how pupitiva, ho w... m«lo. 1 didn't get 
it ihoa, and I don't get it even now, for ro oow 
ccmpbtc Hillary Clineon is to ree a woman 
who it ar leas u much a ’irtuecrsi aa William 
Beanam. I toon, isn't she the lond of wjfo moi 
are auwwi to w-r1 n.dr'-r she support hre 
gwyt Diia'i She forgive him even while areing 
u in ens blw of ku, urr,, ereunienarr brand 
of scruahtyl Han't she rescued hi* polirical 
career on at least three ecasiotu. always a< 
great cost to hcnclf? Sure, coospictcis V xsught 
eay she W to save him. for power and payoff, 
but one might also ague Agt she had mere 
pewtt than anyewe in she world last year— 
cb*, ud ar it runicd out she alone, had dec 
powu. m bring down the ProidcQt of the United 
Scazts—and she did oat esterdsc it. Even in the
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M diac Hill*ry ><ic«cded is rwryint
her type when the married rhe Prewdene. Of 
course, -hit cneued wm bath mcady end 
comedy in e«aal mcuurc tragedy for him in

I
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rh»r he will ilwayi be pcrtti»ed M comic 
comedy for her in that the will etwaye be per- 
ceired » tra(i« Mt^hehcc wilt (H the lair 
L»ta$h. She 8*a co be heroic in a way thu -iU

Even her liberalism hat nothing to de wieh l»- 
centq rather, it bee (“erythin^ io do with 
crucnng the government u (hr orpn ead ■■• 
Itrumcn? and very ■oearnaeion of her own 
virtue. She is a libera] funtUmeaulur. Al* 
chough girded with her own fatal Uwe of mob* 
ing policy, hoc pobiicx art IO ncnalgie thet 
they are almorc Proacriaa. ul tup afmr atop 
oa hsrUrtcnuig roar fouod her leo Ung manily 
hock to th' days when go-rrament iaeU wu 
held in high ud uncomplicated reyord— 
when rather thu> in the precuraprion of pri- 
vatc sin, govrrbinent found iu ioomatjon la 
the augar eaba handed o« m pubbe-school 
pmnaxiurne in the *tf agafaut polio. She bar a 
taste for government, becaure for her gp*rro 
mctu has a caste, and it ta jos .,. ewoei. *W«U, 
I've icraiily ecicytd my dnu in ths white 
House.‘ the mid on the firtt d«y of the tom 
and cure ebotxgh, cm the last day, when the 
traveled ell the way from Utica to Kame to 
Syncun co Albany, she wote around her neck 
the pcaidcodal seal, >u iveagfog eagle instr- 
posed beeweez: golden globes of chlngy co* 
tume jewelry. The ceal itself was a chcap- 

lookitg thlag of lumped gold, fou sIbjx it 
allowed her to make oac thiag perfectly 
dcai—the fact that by ruaoing fo» the Stowe 
she was Boe mrt so repudiate the Qlraro lega­
cy but M utud it*—lhe wore ir as laaocencly 
at a sophomore weanag her boyfrkadh ring 
and as braaealy as a biker duck tperar-g ha 
ride) name la filigrexd tactno.
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act of ninoing lot the Senate she may be an­
nouncing her inuntiea m my with her hus­
band—for lurely it would be too much for 
anyone » UAdtrake a htseric pohtlral cam­
paign while at the same time Underrating a 

fonoric divwtc'.
It is indeed because of the probity of her 

penonal example that her poiirical oppeocas 
ha«e found it naeusary w continue holding 
her in scanial Mpidon sad sexual CMtaspt.

cd her off the staga, and about a« hour ^■rr. 
they rurnrrl up again on another srsge out­
doors. where a local cheater W*1 ragtag a 
performance of Gfpty under rhe itara. 
Hillury was supposed r» speak ot truer mis- 
siort, bur the start disappeared behind a 
pulpy Jketn of cfouds, and by th* time the 

reached me microphone, dw sky was pouring 
ram. She spoke anyway, pluckily, and as 
quickly at she could, with Jenninga giving her 
hit cant and shitfoiag her with hie umbrella. 
They both got spattered, then Jenniny got 
leaked; be stood *ery dose to het, in his wet 
white dress shire, and, by God. »bc looked 
rbn/w. Would he have} Would Jerry Job- 
■logs have, iur>. voted for her chat rushr- Sure 
U would have. Of courts h< would have. 
Heil, yet. he would ha'*- She waa J. woman, 
after all. and rhr looked lovely <n »h« rain. I*

historic io a way 'hat will mockJiL-n throuRh- 
.TrftB.li ■■ ■. ■

, weeolved ftxukl teMioru, she , 
wS'fo tryto rriolve tbemTAs a'MSnerof

fact, it may fee ivd tbnc anti'/ Hillary Clinton 
runs for the Senate and wins, <*"r»/ the tutu 
for prwldenc aod —Lna, chia country will al-
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culaa how consequcorial m bcr curmr po- 
licial ambiuoru, one need only imagine ch* 
mad focus of feeling that will attend ba Sen- 
arc campaign come, soy. Uk Oaober MOO 
and the ituuiry that wlU accompany her 
prsiidcOTbl campaign come, say, October
2001. The tragedy of the Qiccotu- marital 
•arraugamoit" is that it doomed tbcm both 
to tker own kinds of humlliaBoo—hen ter- 
ml, his political— uid y« because her humil­
iation forced her co Seek a new beginning 
ev«a aa hi* ipokc tn hue of bis end, Hilary 
Omron will wind up being more meaningful 
then Ml Oiocoa s«w was. The President of 
the United Ststel of America? He will became 
nathlng mor* *nd nothing leu tfean Hillary'S 
ocore. As ska remained at his fide^ be wfD rj;_____
main at hen. u her gilded.gigolo, as her sex­
ual fall, u her type, th* m*n who makes her 
rcapoHcf, rhe way aha responded in Albany to 
JcnyJenafop.

Jerry Jnnings. r*t Yoh should he»e sren 
hxr with hint. The fundraiser —as fer a con­
gressman named Michael McMuliy, bur it 
was Jennings'S show trace Hillary aamn »n- 
nage. He imroduad hex He testified for her. 
He wooed her, this slighdy O—dry Romeo 
with the ajuuBg-baotb era. She was tired, 
taUtid-OUt, slightly enuhed looking uonnd 
her nhaujttd eyes, fox —hen Jannmge surg­
ed extwiUug bee, she looked laatandy tr- 
nored, el owev shy nod grabbed, with a deep- 
ened color asd ■ flushed radraOCo—the had 
that gJoui She clutched her handc in front 
of her hodfea. cod. ooca or twice, as she actu­
ally bent *r the wade to accowutlodarr her 
laughter and feeling, she looked sorr of like 
Donna Reed er foe end of It'r * Venitrrful 
Lifr—^c kind of w-omaa actually turned on 
by die spectacle of goodwill. Jennings mcorr.

DAILY NE^sVAlsT

C L I H T O N

make hna lookJikej efowAi she gea ro be
—___ Zk -si 1 ■

ooc hSgy"

09-13 99 15:17 L CAPUTO BUENA

- SEP. 13. 199!M(l:45Amr- - - -

I nave uld tfur tn» fest Kilhry Oimon 
ever looked in her life was rhe day she pre­
sented herself to the press on the arm of 
Dsalel Patrick Moyaihu. I was wroag. The 
best she ever looked io her life was the Iasi 
Eight of the lismiag tour, as a foodrurer io 
Albany, on the arm =f * man turned Jerry Jen- 
oinp. Jerry Jennlop is rhe mayor of Albany. 
He is a big, beefukry ma*, shiny on the 
srump. publicly effulgent, with a thick head 
of w»«r silver hale tn ocher words: jun her 
type. Everyone has a type, sexually, and if it is 
cxstain that the Praaifoar foiled tt marry hit 
tjpe whta be curried HiOary—bra'^pe loh- 
Im reward w^ara.^lopTag IraiiasVU 
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Faced with an extraordinarily long campaign, Giuliani and Mrs.

10/28/1999 10:27 AM1 of5

Homs Site Index Site Search Forums Archives Marketplace

HSX.

Fintf oti

Interviews with aides to both likely candidates suggest a common 
motivation for this: to save money.

Related Article 
e C ampaigns: New York Senate

Forum
e Join a Discussion on New York's Senate Race

But the two incidents illustrated, in a visible way, a striking 
similarity between Giuliani's and Mrs. Clinton's exploratory 
campaigns for Senate Both are, to various degrees, being 
subsidized by the resources and stature of the governments with 
which they are associated.

s Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani began taking questions at his 
daily news conference the other morning. Sunny Mindel, the 
City Hall press secretary, quietly passed a reporter a slip of 

paper suggesting a subject to raise On the paper was a news article, 
but it had nothing to do with Giuliani or his administration. It was 
about upstate broadcast editors' complaints about Hillary Rodham 
Clinton's campaign for the Senate.

In the first instance, Ms. Mindel failed to coax the reporter into 
asking a campaign question. And the aide with Mrs. Clinton, Kevin 
Parker, later said that he had exaggerated his credentials: while he 
worked on White House advance teams, he volunteered his time for 
the First Lady that day.

In July, at a public libraiy in Bath, N. Y., a young aide traveling 
with Mrs. Clinton on her "listening tour" stood before a group of 
voters waiting for the First Lady to arrive. "I am Kevin, from White 
House advance," he announced to a stir of excitement, as he 
proceeded to prepare the crowd for Mrs. Clinton’s arrival.
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In ways that are sometimes obvious but often not, the result of this 
ambiguity can be seen played out almost daily in the two 
campaigns.

On Monday, Giuliani ordered two city agencies to conduct a 
city-financed study on what has surfaced as an early issue in the

Federal campaign contribution laws do not count the work of 
government employees who might arguably be helping out a 
candidate as in-kind contributions, said Trevor Potter, a Washington 
lawyer and former chairman of the Federal Election Commission.

Similarly, the City Charter and the rules set down by the city's 
Conflicts of Interest Board prohibit the use of city resources for 
noncity purposes, but offer a fairly broad definition of what is 
considered legitimate public business. Press secretaries are exempt, 
said Mark Davies, the executive director of the board

"There is a clear separation between the campaign and the White 
House," Wolfson said.

Clinton are delaying the hiring of a campaign staff for as long as 
possible, conserving resources for what is expected to be a 
tremendously expensive television advertising campaign next year.

While there is a long history of the use of official resources by 
officeholders to aid in their re-election, the emerging race for 
Senator from New York is different, because Giuliani and Mrs. 
Clinton are not incumbents trying to stay in office. Instead, they are 
drawing on the resources of City Hall and the White House to 
pursue new jobs, and pushing their campaigns into what other 
politicians and lawyers say is an ethically murky area.

Aides to Giuliani and Mrs. Clinton say they have been scrupulous in 
following Federal, state and city laws that might apply to their 
situation. "There is no campaign as of now," said Bruce J. 
Teitelbaum, the director of Giuliani's political action committee 
"Only an exploratory committee. So for the time being, we're doing 
just fine with the staff we have. Should there be any changes, we'll 
make the appropriate adjustments."

Howard Wolfson, Mrs. Clinton's campaign press secretary, that the 
First Lady's exploratory committee complies "fully and completely 
with the law." 

"Campaign functions are handled by campaign staff."

But the lines appear fuzzier than the aides suggest To different 
degrees, their campaigns have the advantage of Federal and New 
York City laws and regulations that ethics experts have long 
described as pockmarked and full of loopholes

"There are going to be issues here," said Gene Russianoff, the senior 
lawyer for the New York Public Interest Research Group, a civic 
advocacy organization. Russianoff said that he had seen nothing that 
had struck him as crossing the line, but he added, "It's certainly fair 
game as a political issue."
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Davies, while declining to comment on this specific case, said that 
past examples in which elected officials had been accused of using 
their own staff to deal with a campaign issue that was arguably 
germane to their office had been judged as falling within the city's 
ethics regulations. "If it's within the elected officials' jurisdiction, 
that's just the power of the incumbency," Davies said.

Giuliani has yet to hire any issues advisers, and the study is being 
done by the city's Human Resources Administration and the 
Economic Development Administration.

For her part, the First Lady's daily campaign strategy conference 
call of top advisers typically includes Ann Lewis, the White House 
communications director. The First Lady also regularly turns to 
Sidney Blumenthal, another White House aide, for campaign 
advice.

Senate race: a proposed increase in the minimum wage, which Mis. 
Clinton has supported, and which Giuliani said he would support if 
a study proved it would not hurt New York's economy. In most 
full-bore campaigns, a study of this sort might be done by a 
campaign's issues department, providing the candidate with the 
statistics and arguments to back a position.

Teitelbaum said the travel costs of some of those trips are covered 
by the State Republican Party. But, he said, when Giuliani went to 
California to deliver a speech at the Reagan Library, in which he 
paid tribute to the former President and appeared to lay out some of 
the ideological framework of his campaign for Senate, that was 
considered part of his mayoral responsibilities, and was financed by 
City Hall

Federal ethics law prohibits the use of government resources for 
nongovernmental functions. "The problem would come if she were 
using White House staff for what was clearly campaign purposes, 
and the government was paying for it," Potter said.

The extent to which this is going on is difficult to measure 
precisely, given the often unclear distinctions between government 
work and campaign work. Campaign finance reports, which will 
give an accounting of what the committees are paying for, will not 

But Mrs Clinton's campaign aides said that kind of business is 
conducted outside normal work hours, and thus does not fall under 
the purview of Federal ethics regulations

Travel costs are also ambiguous Giuliani is typically accompanied 
on his campaign trips by Ms. Mindel and his chief of staff, Anthony 
V. Carbonetti.

Mrs. Clinton travels with a personal aide, who is her liaison to the 
White House and Secret Service. She is also typically accompanied 
by an official White House photographer, whose travel and salary 
are paid for by the White House

"We are not using those pictures," Wolfson said. "Those pictures are 
taken for archival purposes. That is for documenting history."
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"If it were a campaign-related issue, such as how much money did 
you raise, I would obviously steer clear of that. That's why we had a 
campaign office "

"1 pretty much stayed out of it," said Cristyne F. Lategano, who was 
Giuliani's communications director during his 1997 mayoral bid.

Parker's advance work, on the other hand, offered a glimpse at a less 
obvious way in which White House connections help Mrs Clinton.

Joe Lockhart, the President's spokesman, recently mocked Giuliani 
for staging a trip to Arkansas.

Mrs. Clinton appeals to have set up a more extensive paid campaign 
organization than Giuliani has. The First Lady has 12 people on a 
full-time staff.

Mrs. Clinton's White House press secretary, Marsha Berry, has 
declined to answer questions about Giuliani. But Mrs. Clinton has 
received political support from the other wing of the White House.

As a result, Mis. Clinton is enjoying the voluntary services of 
people at the top of their profession.

Thus, one reason Ms. Mindel, who is paid $120,000 a year as City 
Hall press secretary, tried to offer a reporter a question is that the 
Mayor, unlike Mrs. Clinton, has yet to hire a campaign spokesman.

Since the campaign has yet to hire people to plan logistics for daily 
events, Wolfson said, it has relied on volunteers, many of whom, 
like Parker, also work on contract as advance workers for the White 
House.

Ms. Mindel said she was merely responding to reporters' needs. "I 
find it somewhat ironic that you would ask me that," Ms. Mindel 
said. "I responded to questions that came to me."

But in other, similar cases involving officeholders during a 
campaign, press secretaries have gone to considerable lengths to 
avoid a public role in the campaign.

Mrs. Clinton hired Wolfson as her exploratory committee 
spokesman in June

Two weeks ago, when Mis. Clinton gave a speech attacking 
Republican policies without mentioning Giuliani by name, it was 
Ms. Mindel who offered a response, attacking the First Lady for not 
living in New York.
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Howard Wolfson said the filing by Mrs. Clinton with the 
Federal Election Commission would allow her to raise 
$2,000 from each individual donors instead of the 
maximum $ 1,000 she has been raising through her Senate 
exploratory committee.

While the Clinton camp has refused to say how much 
money it has raised, Wolfson said fund raising was going 
"very well." The first lady's campaign finance team has set 
a goal of raising $25 million for the race.

As of the end of July, the Giuliani camp had raised just 
under $3 million. His aides have said they expect to raise 
between $15 million and $20 million for the Senate race

Nonetheless, the filing announced Thursday was the latest 
evidence the first lady plans to go ahead with her 
candidacy for the seat being vacated next year by fellow 
Democrat Daniel Patrick Moynihan. The race is expected 
to pit her against New York City Mayor Rudolph Giuliani

Giuliani has been collecting up to $2,000 from individual 
donors since he filed candidacy papers with the FEC in 
April, the first lady's aide said

Neither Mrs Clinton, who is on a week-long trip to 
Europe, nor Giuliani has formally declared their 
candidacies yet

Told about Mrs. Clinton's move, Giuliani campaign chief 
Bruce Teitelbaum said, "It’s symbolic of her campaign that 
she would take such a significant step while on foreign 
soil Not only is she not in New York, she's not even in

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) - Hillary Rodham Clinton has filed 
a "statement of candidacy" with federal election officials, 
but a spokesman said that is only a technical change, not a 
formal declaration that she is running

Wolfson said the change would allow Mrs Clinton to raise 
more money, faster. Some in the Giuliani camp speculated 
the change might indicate the Clinton team was having 
trouble raising money.

"We are just doing what Giuliani has been doing," 
Wolfson, the spokesman for Mrs. Clinton's political 
committee, said.

■alth careaccurate hT
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But the mayor's standing improved among the state's 
largest voting group, white Catholics, in the wake of the 
museum flap, according to the poll.

The telephone poll of 702 registered voters was conducted 
Sunday and Monday. It has a margin of error of plus or 
minus 4 percentage points.

The poll, from Marist College's Institute for Public 
Opinion, found the New York City mayor favored by 46 
percent of voters while 42 percent backed Mrs. Clinton, a 
statistical deadheat based on the poll's margin of error. A 
Marist poll out last month had Giuliani leading the first 
lady, 49 percent to 40 percent

Fifty-nine percent of voters statewide said Mrs Clinton's 
position was closer to their own while 33 percent said their 
opinion was closer to the mayor's stance

The show includes a black Virgin Mary surrounded by 
naked body pails and featuring dried elephant dung The 
mayor has said he wants to cut off city funding for the 
museum because of the exhibit. Mrs. Clinton has said that 
while she disapproves of the exhibit, she would not strip 
the museum's funding.

Thirty percent of those polled this time around said their 
opinion of Giuliani has gotten worse since the flap over 
the Brooklyn museum's controversial exhibit began 
Twenty-one percent said their opinion of the mayor had 
improved.

The poll did show Giuliani's standing among white 
Catholics had improved since the museum flap erupted In 
last month's poll, white Catholics favored Giuliani over 
Mrs. Clinton, 57 percent to 34 percent. In the latest poll, 
Giuliani topped Mrs. Clinton, 60 percent to 29 percent. 
White Catholics traditionally make up 40 percent to 45 
percent of the vote in statewide elections.

The latest poll found the mayor's unfavorable rating 
among New York voters had climbed to 39 percent, the 
same level as the first lady's. In last month's poll, the 
mayor's unfavorable rating was at 30 percent while Mrs. 
Clinton's was at 40 percent.

America. This further underscores her lack of connection 
to New York."

The first lady, who has never lived or worked in New 
York, mailed her statement to the FEC on Oct. 3, just 
before leaving for Europe, Wolfson said.

Meanwhile, a statewide poll reported Thursday that 
Giuliani has been hurt by his battle with the Brooklyn 
Museum of Art, causing the gap between him and Mrs 
Clinton to narrow
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The fund-raiser took in $500,000 for the 
Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, 
and some of that money will go to Mrs 
Clinton's campaign.

He praised Sens. Chuck Schumer and Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan and then said "In a little 
over a year, we hope to be represented by 
another vigorous advocate for New York And 
yes, she's also a Democrat."

Introducing Clinton, Local 1199 boss Dennis 
Rivera practically endorsed Mrs Clinton for 
the Senate.

Before leaving for New York, President 
Clinton jumped into the race for the White 
House, scoffing at Republican presidential

President Clinton yesterday cozied up to New 
York's most powerful union leaders, giving a 
lift to the first lady's campaign for the U.S. 
Senate.

When the president mentioned Hillary 
Rodham Clinton in a speech to more than 
1,000 rowdy Teamsters at the New York 
Hilton, the crowd broke into applause

NEWS

BILL GIVES HILL A 
BOOST WITH LABOR

By GREGG BIRNBAUM

Her top political aide, Harold Ickes, was 
among the small crowd of about 50 
supporters.

While the president was in New York working 
on her behalf, the first lady was traveling on 
White House business in Europe

Clinton quickly ad-libbed. "We need that 
response, in New York especially."
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Before the Teamster dinner, Clinton was the 
t ,star attraction at a fund-raiser hosted by Local 

INTE RACTIVE 1199, which represents 155,000 city 
FEATURES health-care workers.
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House, scoffing at Republican presidential 
hopeful George W Bush's high-profile efforts 
to distance himself from the GOP’s right wing.

Clinton poked fun at Bush's inter-party spat 
with congressional Republicans and painted 
the Texas governor as a card-canying member 
of the right.

Bush has drawn the ire of Republicans in 
Congress by joining Democrats in slamming 
the GOP plan to revamp a tax credit for the 
working poor

Story Index | Home Deli veiy | Contact Us | How to Advertise 
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The president charged that the GOP 
front-runner has "stuck with" House 
Republicans in their drive to kill the HM0 
patients' bill of rights, stymie gun-control 
measures, and drastically cut taxes.
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And the Clinton camp stepped up its demand on Giuliani to 
take a stand on legislation opposed by the Republican

" Clinton and Mayor Giuliani are now full-fledged 
candidates.

Clinton's spokesman said yesterday that she has filed an 
official statement of candidacy with the Federal Election 
Commission

A Giuliani spokesman confirmed the mayor filed an identical 
declaration earlier this year.

DAILY 
NEWS

Spokesman Howard Wolfson said Clinton's Senate 
exploratory committee filed the statement of candidacy to 
accelerate and simplify its fund-raising, which he said was 
going "very well."

Clinton and Giuliani maintain that they still have not made 
final decisions about entering the race, although both are 
expected to do so.

-

■■
■

Bl

II

DON’T WAIT'

Online decisions can save

By filing such a document, someone eying a Senate race can 
raise up to $2,000 from each individual donor. That's double 
the $1,000 maximum Clinton was able to raise through her 
Senate exploratory committee.

Hillary & Rudy 
Now Real Candidates
By JOEL SIEGEL
Daily News Senior Political Correspondent

mb hey are still "exploring" campaigns for the U.S. Senate,

Giuliani and the Teamsters have a history. It was Giuliani as a 
federal prosecutor who filed the civil racketeering lawsuit 
against the union in 1988, and the Teamsters have been under 
federal supervision since.
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Clinton got a boost from Teamsters Union President James 
Hoffa when he paused in the middle of a speech before 1,200 
union leaders last night and said, "Hey, I got an idea. Why 
don't we all get together and elect Hillary Clinton senator 
from New York?" The remark drew a standing ovation from 
the dais and loud applause from the packed room.
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leadership in Congress giving patients the right to sue their 
health maintenance organizations.

Giuliani said he was not going to respond to a question posed 
by Wolfson.

"Why won't Rudy Giuliani tell the people of New York where 
he stands?" Wolfson said.
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Albany - Hospitals group has been critical of 
the White House's Medicare policy, which 
Clinton supports

"She is going to do her best that New York hospitals 
are not harmed. That's how she feels now and that's

Clinton has said she would protect hospitals from 
"unfair cuts" although she continues to support the 
White House's Medicare measure Asked to explain 
the apparent disparity Thursday, campaign 
spokesman Howard Wolfson simply said: 

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will face a 
potentially hostile audience next week in the Capital 
Region when she speaks at an annual meeting of the 
Healthcare Association of New York State.

The trade association, which represents more than 
500 non-profit and public hospitals statewide, has 
been highly critical of the Clinton administration for 
approving the 1997 Balanced Budget Act.

"We've had our problems with the White House, 
frankly," HANYS spokeswoman Jeannie Cross said 
Thursday. "There's basically a train wreck with 
health care. This is not what a Democratic 
administration should be doing..."

Clinton will be the keynote speaker at HANYS's 
conference next Thursday at the Sagamore resort in 
Bolton Landing. She has been in the region three 
times since July - most recently two weeks ago - 
and, so far, has been warmly received.

Qorayeb
Learning

Systems Inc.

By LARA JAKES, Capitol bureau 
First published: Friday, October 8, 1999

First Lady to address 
health care association

Specifically, the legislation cut Medicare payments 
to New Yorkers by $4 7 billion over the next five 
years, said HANYS President Daniel Sisto Several 
of New York's ranking congressional Democrats — 
including retiring U.S. Sen Daniel Patrick 
Moynihan, who endorsed Clinton's run for his seat 
should she want it - has since been working to make 
sure the state's hospitals survive in the face of the 
cuts

St. Peter’s
Hospital

S,W
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how she would feel as a senator."
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Giuliani is the likely Republican candidate in the 
Senate race, but also has not yet committed to 
running. His political adviser, Bruce Teitelbaum, 
could not be reached for comment Thursday.

"Why won't Rudy Giuliani tell the people of New 
York where he stands?" Wolfson said "What is he 
afraid of?"

Clinton supports the right-to-sue legislation, which 
passed the congressional House on Thursday 
evening by a bipartisan vote of 275-151.

Because Clinton was the key White House lobbyist 
on Capitol Hill during the 1994 health care reform 
initiatives, which failed, it comes as no surprise to 
political observers that she should make the issue a 
pivotal matter in her still-unannounced Senate 
campaign. For the second day in a row, her staff 
lashed out at New York City Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani on Thursday for sidestepping questions on 
whether he would support a patient's right to sue 
health maintenance organizations.

Copyright 1999. Capital Newspapers Division of The Hearst Corporation. Albany, N.Y The information you receive 
online from Times Union is protected by the copyright laws of the United Stales The copyright laws prohibit any 
copying, redistributing, retransmitting, or repurposing of any copyright-protected material
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Last-minute court filings by each side depict the show as 
either a gross misuse of public dollars or the victim of a 
discriminatory, dictatorial mayor.

The museum asks the court to force the city to resume its 
$500,000-a-month funding and end its attempt to evict the 
museum An affidavit filed by Deputy Mayor Joseph Lhota 
accused the museum of violating its lease by exhibiting the 
sexually graphic show, which includes a dung-decorated 
painting of the Virgin Mary.

Hih
I

ity Hall's crusade to shutter the explosive "Sensation" 
exhibit lands today in federal court, where Mayor 
Giuliani stands accused of trying to smother artistic 

freedom at the Brooklyn Museum of Art.

A memo filed by city lawyers argues, "The First Amendment 
is not a sledgehammer to bludgeon taxpayers into paying for 
art displays that express religious intolerance "

"The city has no obligation to fund any museum, but if it 
does, it cannot direct a museum to choose one artist's views 
over another," City Council Speaker Peter Vallone 
(D-Queens) and Public Advocate Mark Green argued
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The show includes a black Virgin Mary surrounded by
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Howard Wolfson, a spokesman for her political 
committee, said the filing was not a formal declaration of 
candidacy, but simply a technical change allowing her to 
raise $2,000 from individual donors instead of the 
maximum $1,000 she has been raising.

But the New York City mayor's standing improved among 
the state's largest voting group, white Catholics, in the 
wake of the museum showdown, according to the poll

The poll from Marist College’s Institute for Public 
Opinion found the mayor favored by 46 percent of the 
state's voters while 42 percent backed Mrs. Clinton, a 
statistical dead heat based on the poll's margin of error of 
4 percentage points. Other polls have also shown them 
about even.

A Marist poll last month had Giuliani, a Republican, 
leading the Democratic first lady, 49 percent to 40 percent

Also Thursday, Mrs. Clinton's aides said she had filed a 
"statement of candidacy" with the Federal Election 
Commission, another signal she intends to run for the seat 
being vacated by Democrat Daniel Patrick Moynihan

The new poll found the mayor's unfavorable rating among 
New York voters had climbed to 39 percent, the same 
level as the first lady's. In last month's poll, the mayor's 
unfavorable rating was at 30 percent while Mrs. Clinton's 
was at 40 percent.

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) - Rudolph Giuliani has been hurt by 
his battle with the Brooklyn Museum of Art, narrowing 
the gap between him and potential Senate rival Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, according to a poll released Thursday.

Giuliani has been operating under an FEC statement of 
candidacy since April, Wolfson said.

Thirty percent of those polled this time around said their 
opinion of Giuliani has gotten worse since the flap over 
the Brooklyn museum's exhibit "Sensation" began 
Twenty-one percent said their opinion of the mayor had 
improved because of the way he handled the situation

Poli: Senate race tightens; Giuliani hurt by 
museum flap

N‘^ a „o income check mortgogo?
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Mrs. Clinton has said that while she disapproves of the 
exhibit, she would not strip the museum's funding

In last month's poll, white Catholics favored Giuliani over 
Mrs. Clinton, 57 percent to 34 percent In the latest poll, 
Giuliani topped Mrs. Clinton, 60 percent to 29 percent.

White Catholics traditionally make up 40 percent to 45 
percent of the vote in statewide elections, and Giuliani - 
himself a white Catholic - saw his standing among that 
group improve.

Mrs. Clinton continued to have the edge among women, 
46 percent to 41 percent, while Giuliani was tops among 
men, 52 percent to 37 percent.

The telephone poll of 702 registered voters was conducted 
Sunday and Monday.

naked body parts and dried elephant dung. The mayor has 
said he wants to cut off city funding for the museum 
because of the exhibit, which he called "sick."

Copyright © Associated Press. All rights reserved This material may 
not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed
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HILLARY'S RAINBOW TOUR t CONTINUES: ON TO REYKJAVIK’

Friday, it's on to Reykjavik!

There is "an urgency to nurture culture in a throwaway world," Hillary said.

The White House refuses to reveal exact costs, citing security concerns.

The DRUDGE REPORT has obtained the first lady's itinerary for Friday in Reykjavik:

Friday, October 8

4:40 p.m. Arrival at Keflavik Airport

Reykjavik, Iceland

6:10 p.m. Courtesy Call with President Grimsson

1 of 2 10/8/1999 9:09 AM

r ■
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"Culture counts!" the first lady declared to a World Bank sponsored conference in 
Florence, Italy on Thursday.

8.99%
FIXED APR

When Hillary lands in at the Keflavik Airport in Reykjavik, Iceland on Friday, it 
will bring the number of countries Hillary has visited to 74, during 25 solo trips 
abroad since her husband took office in 1993, at an estimated cost of more than 100 
million dollars to U.S. taxpayers!

The escalating costs of protecting the First Lady and her staff while they are 
abroad has pushed the price tag of the trips through the millions.

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton continues her new international tour that has 
already taken her to Poland, Slovakia and Italy this week.

Hillary staffer jokingly call the First Lady's travels "The Rainbow Tour," a 
reference to political trips taken by Argentinean First Lady Eva Peron.

"We must remind children of their heritage and teach them to respect culture... You 
can see how young people today look so similar, wearing the same brand name 
tee-shirts, drinking the same brand name drinks."

One State Department source estimates that the total cost to U.S. taxpayers for this 
week's trip will reach $3 to $7 million.
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Presidential Residence

Reykjavik, Iceland

8:15 p.m. Dinner hosted by Prime Minister Oddson

Perlan Restaurant

Perlan Veitingahusoskjuhlid 101

Reykjavik, Iceland

Saturday, October 9

9:45 a.m. Visit to the GLOBE Program at Lava Field

Westmann Islands, Iceland

1:40 p.m. Visit to Viking Ship - Photo-op

Viking Ship dock

Reyk j avik, Iceland

3:40 p.m. Visit to Thingvellir/ Press Statement at Prime Minister's Summer Residence

Reykjavik, Iceland

Sunday, October 10

City Theater-Lestabrat 3

Reykjavik, Iceland

*

The first lady will spend the weekend at the White House resting.

«

2 of 2 10/8/1999 9:09 AM

Editor's Note: This schedule is subject to change. In case of inclement weather, the 
First Lady will not be able to travel to the Westmann Islands.

Filed by Matt Drudge
Reports are moved when circumstances warrant 
http://www.drudgereport.com for updates
(c)DRUDGE REPORT 1999
Not for reproduction without permission of the author

Editor's Note: In the afternoon, the First Lady will depart Reykjavik and travel to 
Washington, D.C. The departure and arrival are closed press.

11:15 a.m. Vital Voices Conference on Women and Democracy at the Dawn of the New 
Millennium

* * * *
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First Lady Serves to Renowned Chef

A P INDEXES: TOP STORlliS NEWS SPORTS | BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY ENTERTA1NMEM

Filed at 4:24 p.m. EDT

By The Associated Press

Though lunch had yet to be served. Child said she was "very much

l of2 10/21/1999 7:24 PM
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Past winners include poet Maya Angelou, Health and Human 
Services Secretary Donna Shalala and Martin Luther King's widow, 
Coretta Scott King

On the menu: chicken with pesto, potato and goat cheese puree, 
autumn greens with artichokes and pumpkin mousse.

But the country still has "work to be done" to ensure equal pay for 
women, access to affordable child care and health care, Mrs. 
Clinton said

WASHINGTON (AP) - First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton won 
praise for courage Thursday after serving lunch to celebrated chef 
Julia Child, one of four women honored at the White House for 
advancing women's causes.

The Sara Lee Foundation will make a $50,000 donation in each 
honoree’s name to the nonprofit organization of her choice.

Honored for "shattering glass ceilings" were Herman, Child, 
University of Pennsylvania President Judith Rodin and Ann Fudge, 
Kraft Foods executive vice president. Child was the first person to 
have a televised cooking show and to win an Emmy Award for her 
culinary expertise.

’ Tt is exciting for me as I travel around to meet young girls who are 
no longer in any way limited by what they see as visions for their 
own lives and potential," thanks to women like the honorees, Mrs. 
Clinton told guests in the White House State Dining Room

"Hillary, it takes a lot of guts to serve lunch to Julia Child," joked 
Labor Secretary Alexis Herman
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impressed" by the White I louse.
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Bon appetit," John Bryan, chief executive officer of Sara Lee, told 
the guests, borrowing Child's trademark line

Related Information From Hoover's Inc. 
Sara Lee Corp

Copyright 1999 The New York Tinies Company

The information contained in this AP Online news report 
may not be republished or redistributed 

without the prior written authority of The Associated Press.
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Hushed Millennial Party Goes On

Here’s the ultimate trivia quiz stumper:

_ | _ J . IMITC nvavcw UUKC UVU1UCI syd and schoolyard gardens m every fop p^d, compared with the 

■mallow nAkKloc fka I Tm

roots, she explained, and more

i

She points to projects such as

eljc IVasljiiujton post

and fireworks, the ceiebration continues 
until 2001. So does the White House Mil­
lennium Council, the small umbrella orga­
nization that essentially lias been in busi-

Indeed. at the local level, there’s 
significant support for those peb­
bles and the ripples they’ve already 
made—regardless of whether mon­
ey has flowed from them.

idea dubbed Millennium Green Likes off, 
by summer they’ll be sprouting in back-

fir Susan Levine

ITa'hHiftnn Fmi Siiff Vnt^
“It’s speeding up the process," 

D.C. Parks and Recreation plan­
ning officer Ted Pochter said of the 
Millennium Legacy honorific be­
stowed on the scven-mile Metropol­
itan Branch Trail, which ultimately 
will connect Union Station with Sil­
ver Spring. The White House rec­
ognition included no direct funds 
but has helped prod negotiations on 
trail sections. There is no target 
date for completion, but "the expec­
tations are high to build this." Poch­
ter said.

Similar enthusiasm exists in Gai­
thersburg, which applied early to be 
an official Millennium Community. 
A citizens panel, assembled to sug­
gest ideas that would earn the des­
ignation. came up with proposals 
such as a millennium garden and 
millennium museum. The museum 
will open Feb. 16 in Lake Forest 
Mall, with hundreds of items donat­
ed by local residents.

"Any time the White House en­
dorses something, it's just kind of a 
feather in your cap." said city 
spokeswoman Suzanne Ross.

Other millennial ventures, in­
volving a jumble of federal agencies, 
dvic groups and foundations, have 
hit home on several fronts. More 
than 123,000 Mars Millennium Pro­
ject kits were distributed or down­
loaded from the Internet last year to 
schoolchildren designing a livable 
Martian community circa 2030. 
Millennium Green aims to get 250 
million trees and 1 million gardens 
planted across the country during 
2000, and the America the Beautiful 
Fund is supplying the starter seeds.

Still, little of of the millennium 
commemoration has permeated the 
national consciousness, according 
to Todd Gitlin. a professor of cul­
ture, journalism and sociology at 
New York University. Even with 
Hillary Rodham Clinton as its most 
forceful advocate, the program as a 
whole didn’t catch on with the me­
dia, he said, so there was "no way 
jfor it] to break through the static.*

Clinton's spokeswoman insists 
the first lady is no less committed to 
seeing the millennium programs 
through this year, despite her Sen­
ate campaign in New York. "This 
stuff is so tied in her mind to civil 
society," Lissa Muscatine said. “She 
will continue to participate and 
oversee some things and remain as 
involved as much as she can."

There will be more historic trea­
sures named, and in June, 2,000 
Community Millennium Trails will 
be announced. The White House al­
so will host several more Millenni­
um Evenings, which in the past 
have featured such prominent fig­
ures as historian Bernard Bailyn, 
Nobel Laureate Elie Wiesel and jazz 
musician Wynton Marsalis.

And, McCulloch-Lovell delights. 
"We still have people coming to us 
with ideas!"

and old.
And those seeds? If the plug-a-plant

will l>e—is no trivia question. The coun- cu^t s more
oil’s programs, often publicized through American in spirit* 
the prominence of first lady Hillary Rod- _ _

dren. The rail bed is among 50 Millenni- luiuvu U1 a,, vuuuu,. uuc ul , uc 
™ Trai13 for hiker-bikOTS Washington Post in October.

Others say the countn’s more 
modest and diffuse tack will prove 
itself in the end. The British may 
have heaved one huge boulder into 

! nu­
merous smaller pebbles the United 
States has tossed. Since New Year’s 
Eve, the Millennium Dome has

ham Clinton, have tried to span culture, Savf America s Treasures. With 
history, science and community. More ‘ ~ *
than $140 million in federal and private
funds already have been pledged for the
larger initiatives, though a total cost may-

two congressional appropriations 
and intensive private solicitations, 
it has raised $100 million to help 
rescue, at last count, 454 deteriorat­
ing or endangered historic sites, rel­
ics and documents, including the 
Mesa Verde cliff dwellings tn Colo­
rado, the Thomas Edison Invention 
Factory in New Jersey and the Apol­
lo Space Program Artifacts at the 
National Air and Space Museum.

Tm really proud that in ... 50 
years, well look around and see all 
these treasures that have been 
saved.* McCulloch Lovell said.

Nearly five dozen of them are in 
Maryland, the District and Virginia, 
including the Hanover Tavern 
north of Richmoni Its historical 
claim dates to when Patrick Hen­
ry's in-laws owned the property in 
the 1760s and he argued key legal 
cases in the courthouse across the 
street

“This is kind of a validation.* said 
Joseph Kyle of the Hanover Tavern 
Foundation, which in December re­
ceived a $30,000 millennium grant 
to catalogue the building’s age and 
the changes made in three centu­
ries. "We're thrilled that we've been 
listed.*

Although many Americans probably
figured that they were done with the M- ulv wullIC Ila3
word after the New Ws Eve ball drops been beset by controversy, plum- 

meting attendance and cash-Cow 
problems.

*We just took a really different 
approach.* said Ellen McCulloch 

nrss since 1997, creating or coordinating LoveU- executive director of the 
the national activities for what President Millennium Council. More grass- 
Clinton has called "this historic time." 1 • —--------------- --------

Asking what the effort has accom- democratic. *lt may make [the cele- 
plished so far—or what the lasting impact bration’s sweep] a little more diffi- 
wiil l>e—is no trivia question. The coun- '

~ never be calculated.
. Here’s the ultimate trivia quiz stumper: To some critics, the country's in-

Wh.it do $1 million worth of donated vestment has bought nothing truly 
M-rds, Gaithersburg, Mars and a stretch of significant, nothing to match a pi o- 
old rail bed through Washington have in ject like England's Millennium 
common? Dome, for example. That immense

I hey n* all part of the nation's official structure, built for $1.2 billion on 
millennial ohsenunce, which, yes. is stiil the banks of the Thames River in 
going on and seems to include a little bit of Greenwich, will showcase educa- 
everything these days. Gaithersburg is tional exhibits.
one of 424 Millennium Communities “The wealthiest, most powerful 
across the land The red planet is the focus nation on Earth will leave little per­
ol the Mars Millennium Project for chil- manent behind to mark the mo­

ment" author James Reston Jr. 
fumed in an Outlook article in The

Wednesday. February 2, 2000
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HEADLINE: Kicks Off The Millennium With New Album 'Willennium'

<•<

The project's kick-off 
instant smash when it hit 
sound of K-Ci, celebrates

And, in addition to a hodgepodge of songs with guest performers that range 
from Lil’ Kim to Eve to his former "Fresh Prince of Bel-Air" TV co-star Tatyana 
Ali, the album also includes a spoken word from his actress wife, Jada Pinkett 
Smith, on the song Afro Angel.

A true rap pioneer who's won notoriety for more than a decade while staying 
true to witty, good-humored rhymes. Smith believes that the album is his best 
thus far.

Ringing in the millennium with a new album wasn't the only way the handsome 
performer celebrated 2000's inception.

summers.
here," he explained, 
getting better.

"Historically, rap music has been a genre of disposable artists and one-hit 
From one summer to the next, there's no telling who's gonna be out 

"I feel blessed at this point in my career to still be 
Willennium is unequivocally the best work of my career."

Willennium also includes the popular songs Wild Wild West, taken from the 
soundtrack of the movie by the same name in which Smith starred, and So Fresh, 
featuring rap veterans Biz Markie and Slick Rick.

Willennium is the follow-up album to his debut solo album Big Willie Style. 
The multiplatinum album produced the top-selling tunes Men In Black, Gettin' 
Jiggy Wit It, Just The Two Of Us and Miami. Men In Black, the title track taken 
from the soundtrack of the movie by the same name in which he starred, and 
Gettin' Jiggy Wit It both earned him Grammy Awards.

BODY:
Will Smith always knows how to let the good times roll when it comes to 

making music. The famed rapper-actor also knows how to keep a crowd moving on 
the dance floor as he recently ushered in the new millennium with his second 
solo album, Willennium.

He also hosted one of the top end-of-the-century bashes of the year, 
America's Millennium, a national millennium block party that was the official 
entertainment of the White House. Held on the Washington Mall, the

song, the millennium party anthem Will 2K, was an 
the airwaves. The tune, which features the soulful 
the coming of 2000 and the hype that centered around 

ringing in the new millennium.



event in Washington.
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It's a new millennium and you can surely bet that Smith plans to keep it real 
by making music the Big Willie way.

But, the handsome multi-Grammy Award-winning rapper hasn't let people’s 
opinions pressure him into wanting to stray from doing songs that center around 
fun, family and fame.

Though the superstar entertainer has inarguably won the hearts of the masses 
as an actor and as a rapper thanks to his firm stand to promote lyric-friendly 
rhymes without profanity, the 30-year-old performer has often been criticized by 
his rap counterparts for being too fluffy and not hard-core enough.

much-talked-about gala was co-produced by music mogul Quincy Jones and filmmaker 
George Stevens Jr.

As he always does with his music. Smith had the crowd rocking, including 
President Bill Clinton, as he performed Will 2K, where he urged Clinton during 
the celebration to join in and "Raise the roof. Bill."

With an explosive acting career that boasts such blockbuster films as 
Independence Day, Men In Black and Enemy Of The State, Smith has the best of 
both worlds as a hot actor and top rapper.

He also manages to find time to be a husband and doting father to two sons, 
Trey and Jaden.

"You can be more aggressive without being profane," Smith pointed out to 
Billboard. "I could easily write an album full of profane records. But that's 
way too easy. I challenge profane rappers to do what I do -- write an album 
full of non-profane records."

GRAPHIC: Picture 1, Rap Star Will Smith is ringing in the millennium with a hot 
new album Willennium; Picture 2, Not just a popular rapper, Smith also is an 
accomplished actor and family man. He attended the premiere of the film in 
which he starred last year. Wild Wild West, along with his wife, actress Jada 
Pinkett Smith, their toddler son, Jaden, his son, Trey, and his nephew, Kyle; 
Picture 3, Smith recently celebrated the millennium as host of the White House 
gala America's Millennium. Joined by his wife, and famed husband-wife actors 
Ossie Davis and Ruby Dee, the versatile performer enjoys festivities at the big

Priscilla Clarke; Picture 4, The fun-loving entertainer 
has earned crossover appeal with his lyric-friendly raps which have earned him 
numerous accolades. Last year he won a Grammy Award for the song Gettin' Jiggy 
Wit It; Picture 5, "Willennium is unequivocally the best work of my career," 
boasts Smith, whose single W2K has become a party anthem of the millennium.

"Rap music has always been a music that's about records; it's never been 
about musicians," he added to Billboard. "Being a rapper is about who you are, 
who you've been, and how you've grown up. The records are completely about 
yourself."



Hillary’s Senate run

gets a holiday boost

Big donors attend Washington gala

see DONORS, page A4

i unitary

Rivera’s Service Employees Inter­
national Union contributed 
$10,000 to her campaign.

The EEC reports and other new 
information also show:

• At least seven of her donors 
attended the White House New 
Year’s party.

• Many more contributors may 
have attended that and 10 other 
holiday parties, but Mrs. Clinton’s 
office only identified 288 of the 
“thousands and thousands" of the 
guests at one event

• One of Mrs. Clinton’s joint 
fund-raising committees raised 
nearly SI 2 million as of Nov 30.

• A contributor to that commit­
tee works for Refco, the trading 
firm involved in Mrs Clinton's 
controversial 1978 cattle futures 
deal that turned her $1,000 invest­
ment into $100,000 in 10 months.

• Many donors won’t be identi­
fied until committees file their bi­
annual 1999 EEC reports on Jan 
31 and their 2000 reports m Au­
gust.

By Barbara J. Saffir
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Staying in Washington for the 
holidays did not keep first lady Hil­
lary Rodham Clinton from her 
New York Senate race

During a star-studded White 
House dinner on New Year's Eve, 
Mrs. Clinton invited two of her key 
supporters to share her head table:' 
Dennis Rivera, chapter president 
of a union with 300,000 members 
in New York, and Bernard 
Schwartz, a wealthy Democratic 
donor who heads the New York­
based Loral Space and Communi­
cations Ltd.

Newly released campaign fi­
nance reports show that Mr. 
Schwartz and his wife, Irene, 
donated $40,000 to a special fund- 
raising account created to help 
Mrs. Clinton beat New York Mayor 
Rudolph W. Giuliani.

Although Mrs. Clinton will not 
file her first report with the Fed­
eral Election Commission until 
Jan. 31, records recently filed by 
her donors indicate that Mr.
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Loral Space and Communications

Agnes Gund New Mark's Museum of Modem Art

Liz Robbins AssociatesLiz Robbins helped Monica Lewinsky gain a 
White House internship, also at-

Vinod Gupta INFOusa

TM Wl TimeB

tion. The group was formed by the 
White House Millennium Council,

tended. His name does not appear 
on campaign finance reports filed 
to date and he did not return calls.

Although Mrs. Clinton named 
virtually all of the 288-plus guests 
at the New Year's dinner, she de­

committee was Wasl
Robbins, who donated 
nes Gund, president of New York’s 
Museum of Modern Art, donated 
$20,000 to the committee and was 
also a m^jor sponsor — a “vice 
chair" — of the year-2000 extrava­
ganza. Her financial assistant, Pa­
tricia Lazak, represented her at 
the White House soiree.

Walter Kaye, whose $330,000 in 
donations to the Democratic Party

Nan Mr Oupa h* may donaiad mor» Mr Rmra <• prn’daa o’SEM? Health and Hwnan S«Ma« 
Emptoynt Union 1199 ctraptor in New ’rbrt C»y Mi Gunfi Nwroal nipstaa. Panel Liuk. reprnwwd her. 
Source* Fedora Eleclion Commrjsion reports, .mennwi. WMe House juesl 1st

dined through her spokesman to 
disclose the names of the roughly 
700 additional partygoers who 
mingled with celebrities and other

While the intertwined web of 
donations may not be uncommon 
in presidential politics, he said it 
could cause political fallout for 
Mrs. Clinton if it reminds "people

ton.
Individuals can give a candi­

date’s own committee $1,000 for 
the primary election and another 
$1,000 for the general election. But 
the two joint fund-raising commit­
tees set up for Mrs. Clinton’s race 
can collect unlimited “soft money" 
from corporations. Soft money — 
the unlimited donations parties 
can receive for so-called "party­
building” activities — has already 
paid for TV ads featuring Mrs. 
Clinton.

"New York Democratic Victory 
2000,” a joint fund-raising commit­
tee of Mrs. Clinton's committee

Ionian Liz 
,000. Ag-

PROM PA

a cultural history project Mrs. 
Clinton has directed since she and 
President Clinton created it.

— Researchers John Sopko and 
Jae Dell Smith contributed to this 
report.

luminaries at the White House 
disco-type.party later that night

Florid/businessman Paul Mc­
Carthy moved to Washington for 
six months to direct the public and 
private festivities that made up the 
"America’s Millennium” celebra-
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about the systematic way in which 
President Clinton used the White 
House to raise funds for his pres­
idential campaign.”

The first-time candidate is using 
the same fund-raiser for her Sen­
ate race, Mr. McAuliffe, who 
helped her husband craft the 
much-criticized practice of invit­
ing big donors to sleep in the Lin­
coln Bedroom.

Nirapjan Shah, one of Mrs. Clin­
ton’s donors and a former guest at 
a White House coffees, once told 
the Vfoice of America that the In­
dian community he represents 
tries “to influence the U.S. foreign 
policy." He said its lobbying helped 
defeat a bill that would have cut off 
aid to India — the same type of 
legislation Mrs. Clinton would vote 
on as a senator.

The Chicago-based company 
Mr. Shah heads, Globetrotters In­
ternational Inc., donated $3,000 to 
"New York Senate 2000,’’ a joint 
fund-raising committee of Mrs. 
Clinton's campaign and the Demo­
cratic Senatorial Campaign Com­
mittee. Another one of his compa­
nies, Globetrotters Engineering 
Corp., made a generous tax­
deductible donation to "America’s 
Millennium.”

Mr. Shah did not return calls but 
a fund-raiser for the festivities said 
the contribution may have been in 
the $100,000 to $250,000 range, 
Mrs. Clinton’s office, the National

Park Service foundation, which re­
ceived the $15 million in dona­
tions, and other top officials con­
nected to the event all declined to 
disclose a complete list of the do­
nations.

A $1 million sponsor of the gala, 
Vinod Gupta, said he also donated 
the "maximum" legal amount he 
could to Mrs. Clinton's Senate 
campaign.

Mr. Gupta, founder of INFOusa, 
a company that sells computerized 
mailing lists, said he thinks he 
donated $ 1,000 but that it may have 
been $2,000. He also said he plans 
to hold a fund-raiser for Mrs. Clin-

A PLACE AT THE TABLE
White House Millennium Party guests known to have donated to 
Hillary Clinton's Senate campaign committees:

Bernard Schwartz_______ Loral Space and Communications $20,000

20,000

Company Donation

and the Democratic National Com­
mittee, will not file its first report 
until Jan. 31.

Mr. Gupta sat at President Clin­
ton’s table at the New Year’s gala, 
where they dined on truffle- 
marinated rack of lamb, beluga 
caviar, lobster and foie gras. They 
were joined by Mr. McAuliffe, 
Elizabeth Thylor, Sophia Loren, 
and several others.

Also seated with Mr. Clinton was 
Walter Shorenstein, who was just 
named in a new book, "The Buying 
of the President 2000,” as one ol 
the Democratic Party's top 50 “soft 
money” patrons. Daniel Abraham, 
who made a $1 million tax-deduct­
ible donation for the year-2000 
extravaganza and heads the Fiori 
da-based Slim-Fast Fbods and the 
New-York based Thompson Medi­
cal Co., was also at the president's 
table.

Mr. Abraham made Mother 
Jones magazine’s list as one of the 
country’s top 10 political donors. 
Active on behalf of Israeli causes, 
he could help Mrs. Clinton win 
over the important Jewish vote in 
New York.

Mrs. Clinton headed her own ta­
ble at the gala. She sat with Mr. 
Rivera and Mr. Schwartz, whose 
foundation helped sponsor the 
event, along with actors Robert De 
Niro and Lynda Carter.

One of the guests who also con­
tributed to Mrs. Clinton’s joint

From page Al

• Other notable guests included 
the Clintons’ longtime friend and 
fund raiser, Ihrry McAuliffe, and 
Walter Kaye, the Democratic do­
nor whose clout helped get Monica 
Lewinsky her internship.

Several other guests were re­
cently named the Democratic Par­
ty's 50 wealthiest donors. They 
made tax-deductible contributions 
to a foundation for "America’s Mil­
lennium,” the White House-spon­
sored public extravaganza on the 
Mall that was held in conjunction 
with the private party.

"Big gifts like that are rarely 
given with only one thought in 
mind,” said Larry Makinson of the 
campaign finance watchdog group 
the Center for Responsive Politics. 
"If you give to a foundation that's 
also connected with a politician, 
there’s an extra bonus there be­
cause the politician will be grateful 
to you for doing it. And that can 
come in very handy years later if 
there's a particular issue where 
that politician could be helpful to 
you."
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District’s Y2K Party
Turns $40K Surplus
Organizers Report a Bug-Free Festival

a.m
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I he Clintons attended the natron's Hew Year's F»e party on the Mall, which 
unlike the city's party on Constitution Avenue has come under criticism.

Bi Susan Levinl 
tt ashutflon Post StatTB ntr>

The universal praise tor the Dis­
trict’s millennial welcome was in 
sharp contrast tn assessments of 
the New Year’s Eve celebrity show 
at the Lincoln Memorial, which 
was faulted by some in-thc<rowd 
critics as a television event cater 
inn mainly to the White House and 
its VIT' guests There were com 
plaints about long lines to get onto 
the memorial grounds, long waits 
between acts to accommodate 
commercials, and a midnight fire 
works display that, w’hile spcctac 
ular. was too brief, with many in 
the audience nol aware that more 
fireworks would be going off at 1

Washington’s two-day New 
Year’s festival, a homegrown affair 
along Constitution Avenue NW 
that was planned in just five 
months, came off with nary a hitch 
and cleared about $40,000. accord­
ing to its organizers

The District s ‘Main Street Mil 
iennium," overcoming skeptics 
who doubted the dty could throw a 
successful party, drew a crowd esti 
mated at more than 300.000 people 
Dec. 31 and Jan . 1. Organizers also 
made good on their pledge that no 
public dollars would be spent, rais­
ing $465,000 in sponsorships and 
about $310,000 in food, drink and 
souvenir sales

This was the best ol D.C..‘ said 
Sandy McCall, executive director 
of Millennium Washington, an ef­
fort that will continue through 
2000 to commemorate the city’s 
200th anniversary as the nation s 
capital. There were no alterca 
tions. no public drunkenness, “not 
even one incident of a police officer 
going up and saying. ‘Hey buddy, 
calm it down.’ * McCall said

And the Jan. 2 cleanup went so 
smoothly that workers were able to 
reopen Constitution Avenue sever­
al hours ahead of schedule, city of 
hdais said

For 20 hours of celebration, the 
festival filled four blocks of that 
prominent thoroughfare with a 
sweeping melange of music, food 
and people On one stage alone one 
afternoon. Celtic song followed sal 
sa rhythms followed doo-wop beat. 
It was intensely up close and local, 
in part because of jiertormers like 
Mary Jefferson, who began her 
blues career on (J Street almost six 
decades ago

“Nearly all of Washington. D.C.. 
turned out." the Washington Afro 
American applauded in an article 
last weekend The newspaper, of 
ten critical of Mayor Anthony A 
Williams (D). ottered him a grudg­
ing compliment, saving the festival 
“may have been one of the feu- 
events the mayor has sponsored 
that turned out to be a success, and 
one where the residents of the city 
finally <»nl tn SPA him in rare form

■

For the dty celebration, several 
firms initially submitted proposals 
that would have cost well over $.1 
million. A few bills remain to he 
paid, but McCall expects the bot­
tom line to be about $734.00(1, 
nearfv half of which went tor tents, 
generators and signs.

How to spend the leftover 
$40,000 is voder discussion One 
option is to use it to kick ofl a non 
profit city parks conservancy to 
help fund vouth recreation pro­
grams

An announcement likely will be 
made next month when the mavor 
unveils the city’s “legacy year" pro 
gram of events and exhibits tn 
mark its bicentennial A high-pow 
ered committee headed by James 
V. Kimsey. a founder and chairman 
emeritus ol America Online Inc., 
has raised nearly $500,000 so tar in 
support of those activities.

Relaxing in his office this week, 
surrounded by the leftover pam 
phlets, McCali said several things 

helped the small contingent of dty 
employees consultants and volun­
teers pull off a successful party. At 
tendance likely was boosted by the 
cancellation of two other down 
town Neu- Year's Eve galas. Moth 
er Nature cooperated, too. offering 
the crowd springlike temperatures

But McCall never worried about 
the weather.

"When you go through as many 
ups and downs as wr did to pull 
this off in five months, with as feu 
resources as wc had except for the 
goodwill of people. 1 had no doubt 
xtm’rl ho«»r> rrrvvJ c»Url

w
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century, he said, “will require 
us to share—with our fellow. 
Americans and, increasingly, 
with our fellow citizens of the 
world—the economic benefits
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BY HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON

“So we begin this jubilee year in 
humility, with profound thanks for 
the divine light first revealed 2,000 
years ago that has brought us now 
to this sacred place today. Each in 
our own way. we thank you for the 
blessings of this life. For me and 
my family, I give you thanks for 
good health, good fortune, and the 
opportunity to serve the American 
people.

“We thank you for the amazing 
grace you have shown in getting us 
through and beyond our individual 
and collective sins and trials. 
Through the darkest hours of the 
20th century, the shameful trauma 
of racial oppression, the pain and 
sacrifice of war, the fear and 
deprivation of depression, when all 

we could do was walk by faith, it was your guiding 
light that saw us through.

“We thank you for the promise of the new 
century, and ask your guidance and grace in 
helping us to make the most of it; to free our 
children of hunger, neglect and war; to ease the 
burdens of the less fortunate; to strengthen the 
bonds of family; to preserve and protect our 
earthly home; to use new advances in science and 
technology to lift all the human family and draw us 
all closer together.

‘Finally, we thank you for the rich and wonderful 
diversity of human life with which you have graced 
this planet, and ask you to give us the strength 
and wisdom to give up our fear, distrust and 
hatred of those who are different. Teach us 
instead to learn from each other, and celebrate 
our differences, secure in the knowledge that we 
are all your children,

“Our Constitution tells us you created us all 
equal. Jesus told us to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. The Koran says we must do unto all 
men as you wished to have done to you, and 
reject for others what you would reject for your­
self. The Talmud instructs us, should anyone turn 
aside the right of the stranger, it is as though he 
were to turn aside the right of the most high God. 

“By your grace, we have survived in spite of our 
blindness to this, your truth. Help us now to 
accept, at long last, the enduring truth that the 
most important fact of life is not wealth, or power, 
or beauty, or scientific advance, but our kinship as 
brothers and sisters, and our oneness as children 
of God.

“This, Holy Father, is our prayer for the new 
millennium. Amen."

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton's column is 
distributed by Creators Syndicate, Inc.

On Jan. 2. my husband and I
were honored to participate in
services at the Washington
National Cathedral. Many presi­
dents and their families have
worshiped in the magnificent
Gothic structure that sits on the
highest point in Washington. But 
until that Sunday, no president
had ever taken an active role in a 
service.

Bill and I were asked first to
read the “Prayers of the
People"—a responsive litany of
prayers and thanksgiving. Then,
the president offered his own
“Prayer for the New Millennium."

That weekend marked an
extraordinary event in human 
history, as the world ushered in 
not just a new year, but a new century and a 
new millennium. Thanks to the wonders of 
modern technology, billions of people were able 
to share in the excitement and spectacle of 
celebrations around the world.

With so much attention focused on the count­
down to midnight, it could have been easy to 
forget the true meaning of the millennium. A 
Christian concept marking the birth of Jesus 
2,000 years ago, the turning of the millennium 
year offers us an opportunity not only to reflect 
on the past, but more importantly, a new chance 
to do better in the future.

God is offering America a new chance as well, 
for in the new millennium, the world will look to 
our country for leadership in meeting our com­
mon challenges. If we take this opportunity to 
extend our prosperity to those who have been 
left behind, then, perhaps, the global economy 
will bring a better life to the 1.4 billion people 
who live on less than $1 a day. If we provide our 
children with a world-class education, then, 
perhaps, every child in the world will have a 
chance for a good education as well. And, if we 
can build one America, making our diversity our 
greatest strength, then, perhaps, other nations 
will see the advantage of working to overcome 
their own ethnic and religious tensions.

Bill’s Jan. 2 “Prayer for the New Millennium" 
asked God for the strength and wisdom to meet 
these challenges. As we take our first steps in 
the new millennium. I’d like to offer this prayer to 
you as well: “Dear Lord, as we awaken to this 
second morning of a new millennium, help us to 
remember that all we are and all we do begins 
with you, for whom a thousand years are but as 
yesterday when it is passed, and as a watch in 
the night.

I

My Own ‘Prayer For The New Millennium’
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acting on it, instead of scratching 
their heads and wondering: Is that
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— to a new century of young Amer­
icans " It sounded more like Dick

moment — an opportunity that 
won't come again for another thou- Sheila what was the hardest thing 

about living there, she dkin‘th«si-
he said/ 
tMreirt

/

tate: “The cold Sometimes ait flight 
we’d have to bring our mattresses 
into the kitchen and put them by

Anonnu Huffington is a nation 
ally syndicated columnist

sand years. What made this sense 
of "what might have been" even 
more poignant was my turn-of-the- 
millennium experience with Habi-

I
t

Clark's Rockin’ Eve than an epoch­
inaugurating speech.

It was truly a squandered

X
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the stove in order to be able to 
sleep."

Yet Sheila Singleton was not 
included in any government statis­
tics that quantify our social prob­
lems: She was not homeless; she 
was not on welfare; she was not 
unemployed (she works at a child 
care center); she was not below the 
poverty line. A family of five living 
tn Third World squalor is appar­
ently no reason to put a damper on 
the celebration of our economic 
good times.

For Habitat, eliminating such 
conditions is more than a New 
Year's resolution. Its 21st Century 
Challenge Program works with 
communities to set a date no more 
than 20 years out to eliminate sub­
standard housing. “The vision,” 
Millard Fuller told me, “is not to 
build for a few lucky families. We

hS®

e are a week into the 
new millennium, and 
there is a definite feeling 
of anti-climax. The best 

anyone can say is nothing horrible 
happened —no terrorist attacks, no 
Y2K meltdown — and that the fire­
works were fabulous. But this was 
the beginning — at least the sym­
bolic beginning — of the third mil­
lennium, and even among those 
who were not looking for “a q£w 
heaven and a new Earth," a new 
messiah or the Four Horsemen of 
the Apocalypse, there was a sense 
of expectancy surrounding the 
start of Anno Domini 2000. After 
all, this was an event less of the cal­
endar than of the imagination. No 
wonder we feel let down.

Tbchnically, it was superb. The 
transglobal wiring really worked, 
but the substance didn't rise any 
higher than comparing the fire­
works in Sydney to the fireworks in 
Paris. And as for the message from 
the leader of the Free World, it was 
flatter than week-old champagne. 
There was no challenge issued, no 
call to action, not even a phrase to 
carry with us as a memento a little 
less ephemeral than the confetti 
and Kenny G’s rendition of "Auld 
Lang Syne.”

“The sun will always rise on 
America,” said President Clinton 
just after Tbm Jones belted out "It’s 
Not Unusual.” “Our children are 
ready. So, again, the torch is passed

Hti
Bi®*81

VS

all there is? Is that what all the 
buildup was about — Thm Jones, 
cool fireworks and warmed-over 
homilies? The alternative — 
starting the new century by giv­
ing a family a new start, being 
part of something bigger than 
oneself — may not have been as 
spectacular as the fireworks that 
lit up the sky across the country, 
but the memory of the glow on 
Sheila’s face will last a lot 
longer.

are not ’Lottery for Humanity.’ Our 
goal is that everyone should have at 
least a simple, decent place to live. 
But we build relationships — not 
just houses. That’s what breaks the 
cycle of poverty”

This was hammered home dur­
ing the sunrise dedication -- a 
giddy mix of the sublime and the 
comic. “Don’t you love my driver 
way?” enthused one Renaissance 
participant who had spent the pre­
vious day shoveling gravel. I, mean­
while, was offering guided tours of 
"my” state-of-the-art tool shed. But 
the underlying mood was crystal­
lized by Tbny Campolo — minister, 
anti-poverfy crusader and presi­
dential spiritual adviser — in an 
emotional barn-raising etpeedh., 
"Visions and dreams," h<j said? 
“energize people. Where tlidre are 
no visions and dreams, the people

shall perish."
If that is indeed the 

case, most of us must 
be ready for life sup­
port. At the White 
House black-tie din­
ner preceding "Amer­
ica's Millennium Gala 
Event” (a Quincy 
Jones production), 
the president toasted 
the first lady: "No one 
has done more to 
infuse this milestone 
with national pur­
pose.” But that is pre­
cisely what was miss­
ing from all the 
hoopla^— a national 
purpose. It was, 
instead, provided by 
Habitat.

Think how many 
more millions could 
have been inspired 
and engaged if Habi­
tat’s 21st Century

Challenge had been the millenni­
al message issued from the Lin­
coln Memorial. People would still 
be talking about it, and better yet

tat for Humanity in Hilton Head, 
S.C. The local Habitat, with the 
help of the Renaissance Weekend 
(a four-day forum-filled retreat 
founded in 1981 by Linda and Phil 
Lader, who is now U.S. ambassador 
to Britain), had decided to ring in 
the New Year by building a house 
in 3.5 days for Sheila Singleton, A 
single mother of three daughters 
who also is helping raise her grand­
daughter.

So before dawn on Jan. 1,2000, a 
few hundred of us who had helped 
with the building got on buses and 
arrived at 89 Gum Tlee Rd. to ded­
icate Sheila’s new home. Still stand­
ing beside it was her old bouse, 
awaiting demolition. The day 
before, Sheila, along with Uiliard 
and Linda Fuller, who founded 
Habitat for Humanity, had taken 
me inside the ramshackle place 
Sheila has called home for the past 
30 years. The ceiling was caving in, 
the electrical wiring faulty, the 
foundation infested with termites. 
And the smell of mold and mildew 
was everywhere. When 1 asked

o
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ning with great, great emo- 
i," she said catching her breath.

House

a
Drubeck, Bobby McFerrm, and Hope native and Washington loth 
Doh’McLean; opera divasWfessye byist, and Mary Mel French, the 
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fuuus. vast frontiers of possibility 
stxlHo be explored."
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i While the White House tends to 
throw a good party, this one was

Norman and Kathleen Battle; and 
historian Arthur Schlesinger.

While many Americans chose 
to spend New Year's Eve at home, 
these guests were in the mood to 
celebrate.

“It's a huge honor. I’m thrilled," 
said actress Elizabeth Taylor, re­
splendent in burgundy velvet and 
diamonds, as she arrived so late 
she missed the president's toast "I 
can’t think of anyplace else I'd 
rather be."

Nicholson agreed: “It’s the be­
ginning of a new year, a wonderful 
new year, and a new century."

So why mark the occasion at the 
White House?

"This is America here,” Nichol­
son replied, flashing his trade­
mark grin.

For Loren, wearing a low-cut 
Armam gown accented with dia­
monds and rubies, the evening 
was an opportunity to reflect on 
history and the American libera-

Arkansas was represented at 
Dave the dinner by Janice Griffin, a

and technology, and sports and en- 
ti rtainment

“Hehind us we see a great expanse in the sculpture garden that bears 
oEZmerican experience, and be- the name of Jacqueline Kennedy.

>r the Clintons, dinner came 
a fUll-day of events to wel- 

i the new year. With his toast, 
Uiflltiresident set the tone for the 
eJWmg — historic and reflective, 
bjScot so much as to dampen the 

mood.
•fiSJbmght, we rise to the moun- 

tai^top of a new millennium."

Lynda Bird Johnson Robb, 
daughter of Lyndon Johnson and 

j^pr the dinner heralding the wife of Virginia Sen. Charles 
so-Mlled millennium, the Clintons Robb, contributed to that feeling 
lifted "renowned American in- by donning a red and black velvet 
nruators and creators” from the smoking jacket that had belonged 

•fiqUs of art and history, science to her father.

taift before heading to the Lin- 
colrrMemorial for a three-hour en­
tertainment extravaganza that cul­
minated in midnight fireworks. 
And then it was back to the White 
"louse for dancing into the wee 
J__ , followed by New Year's Day

brthkfast

War 11 “I come here for this 
evening with great, great emo­
tion.” she said catching her breath. 
"See — I'm getting already very 
emotional about it"

Historian John Hope Franklin, , 
who earlier in the day had con­
tributed a copy of the 14th Amend­
ment to a time capsule filled with 
20th-century artifacts, was looking 
to the hiture. “I have a regret that 
we have not yet achieved full 
equality and a hope that in the 
next century we will achieve it," 
he said.

PAST AND PRESENT

The air of history was palpable 
, r — - — --------------- - as guests arrived and headed to a
Unjon told the 320 dinner guests, pre-dinner reception under a tent

all-dUt — A-list guests such as Eliz-

3^ ?' her-nat‘,‘ wo"d
eluded caviar, lobster, oysters and

An all-star A-list 
glitters, shivers and 
dances the night 
2f¥ay as the Clintons 
go all-out to
welcome new year, j..

- BY LANE FULLERTON 

-? ARKANSAS OEM OTA ATX aZETTE
______ ______ ■ President

Cjiitfon and first lady Hillary Rod-

Schlesinger, the noted writer 
who served as a senior aide to 

That meant the evening was John F. Kennedy, seemed ready to 
heavy on star-power boxer cast the century to the history 
hpihammad Ali; Olympian Carl books. When asked whether he 
Lewis; actors Julie Harris and had a "millennium message,” he 
Mary Tyler Moore; playwrights replied succinctly. "I’m glad it’s 
"yeil Simon, Edward Albee and over."
Jugust Wilson; violinist Itzhak
Perlman, musicians

ha» Clinton rang in the new year 
wiffi a star-studded “millennial 
baa" at the White House featur- 
ulgjj black-tie dinner and all-night 
dancing.



T

jp

Asaoc tltd Preu

Muhammad AU is greeted by President Clinton.

many of whom arrived to greet the 
new year with their children —

suburban Virginia, missed the 
White House dinner. His wife, Cas­
sandra, arrived without her hus­
band just before the president of­
fered his toast But Slater was able 
to make it over for some of the fes­
tivities at the Lincoln Memorial as 
well as the party at the White 
House afterward.

What was biUed as the "White 
House Millennium Dinner" fol­
lowed the format of a State Dinner, 
with the president and first lady, 
joined by their daughter, Chelsea, 
greeting their visitors in a formal 
receiving line. The first lady opted 
for a black satin gown with rhine­
stone buttons and a rhinestone 
choker, while the first daughter 
wore a midnight blue satin gown.

The Clintons were joined by so 
many guests that the meal had to be 
served in both the State Dining 
Room and the East Room, where 
the shimmering tables were set 
with gleaming white china and dec­
orated with silver bowls overflow­
ing with white flowers. Another 100 
family members of the guests — 

dined in a heated tent in the Rose 
Garden.

The president presided over the 
East Room, where he was seated 
between actresses Taylor and 
Loren. The first lady's table was in 
the State Dining Room, where she 
sat between De Niro and Washing­
ton Mayor Anthony Williams. 
Chelsea Clinton began in the East

State Department’s chief of proto­
col.

In addition, deputy White 
House counsel Bruce Lindsey, the 
presidential confidante and for­
mer Little Rock lawyer, came with 
Cheryl Mills, the former White 
House lawyer who captured the 
spotlight with her defense of the 
president during the Senate im­
peachment trial.

ABSENT BUT INVOLVED
Among those not on hand for the 

dinner were another pair of 
Arkansans playing key roles in 
monitoring events as the calendar 
flipped from 1999 to 2000 — James 
Lee Witt, director of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, 
and Rodney Slater, secretary of 
Transportation, both of whom were 
invited to join the White House fes­
tivities.

Witt, who spent the day and 
night keeping an eye on the nation­
al computer-glitch situation from 
FEMA’s operations center just a 
few blocks from the festivities on 
the National Mall, declined the of­
fer. With the “Y2K bug” essentially 
eradicated, he and his wife, Lea 
Ellen, wanted to take in the fire­
works from the roof of FEMA’s 
headquarters, but security issues 
prevented that So they had to settle 
for watching the festivities on tele­
vision.

Slater; who spent most of his 
time monitoring the nation's air­
lines from the Federal Aviation Ad­
ministration command Center in 

I



"inspired us all to welcome the new with nvg children standing 
millennium by honoring our past flt foot of Lincoln Memorial

the Reflecting Pool to spark the

In the new millennium, Uie
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said
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INDEFATIGABLE EXECUTIVE ,

Despite the late night, the Clin-

liSHcU JvUmKy, WLUUAJ VI Ba* r —•• -La
ihoto montage of the M- great common challenges, she

The Clintons wrapped up the 
more

we m^d at toe changes of the laTt yoJir^idance and grace in helping 
hundred years, we dream of what us to make toe most of it

Assoculad Pr»««

President Chnton pives hia daughter, 
Chelsea, a New Year's kiss

so indelibly to the nanative of this cbanges ne3rt hundred and the 
American century, his Wile who 

fered a photo montage oi we n; 
lion's 20th-century history to date.

mon destiny” in the next. vices of 2000 at the National Catoe-
“We celebrate the future, imag- dral. , .

ining an even more remarkable 21st "We thank you for «
century," he said on the marble the new century, he sald in leadmg 
steps ofthe Lmeota. FW« J.

Room at her father's table, but
wound up with family and friends
dining in the Rose Carden.  

If this celebration called for a
"once-in-a nullennium’’ meal, toe 
White House did not disappoint
The guests began with beluga
caviar, lobster, foie gras and oyster 
veloute — and that was just the ap­ 
petiser. They then moved on to truf­ 
fle-marinated rack of lamb accom­
panied by roasted artichoke and
popper ragout with a crispy garlic
polenta. After a salad course, they
ended with a dessert billed simply
as "chocolate and champagne de­ 
light"

With diners at either end of the 
White House and in the Rose Gar­
den. the president had to offer his
toast three times.

And Clinton toasted three 
things: the guests who “contnbutod
l_ 2 - ** " LUC UW IUU..V..-

.American century," his wife who next thousand bring.’

and imagining our future, and, fl- H-hted a that ran the length of 
nally. "a thousand years of history Reflecting Pool to spark the

"By far, my most solemn prayer ^^,^5 that illuminated the 
for this new millennium is that we WashlI^ton Monument at the 
will find, somehow, the strength 5^^ ofnudnight.
and wisdom in our hearts to keep gala concluded, toe
growing together — first as one colons returned to the White 
America, and then as one people House to host a private party fbr 
on this ever-smaller planet we all some j qqq gue^ that featured fbr- 
call home," he said. mer Supreme Mary Wilson provid-

After dinner, toe guests bundled j dance musie the East
up against the chilly winter evening Room The party lasted until 5 a.m 
— tbe White House provided goody included a New Year’s Day
bags with seat cushions, bats and hreakfact
gloves — and shuttled to the Lin­
coln Memorial, where they sat up
front for the three-hour, $12 million. __r._  -
nationally televised gala produced tons were up early New Year's Dny 
by Quincy Jones and George to give a televised version of the 
Stevens Jr. The evening featured president's weekly radio address, 
entertainment by toe likes of Will Hillary Clinton joined her hus- 
Smith, Item Jones. Kenny Rogers, band and called on Americans to 
Trisha Yearwood, Kathy Mattea, lead by example in making the 
Don McLean and Luther Vandross, world a better place for all its in-

As midnight approached, toe habitants. 
crowd viewed the premier of “I" »v'-
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JOYCE PURNICK Metro Matters

London and Paris Dazzled

As New York Dropped Ball

B'

J

Doubletree Hotel and the Times 
Square Business Improvement Dis­
trict. Timothy’s donated thousands 
of cups of coffee.

The very idea of asking the federal 
government for money never even 
came up, said Brendan Sexton, presi­
dent of the Times Square B.l.D. In 
fact, Washington chose to compete 
with New York. In any case, "We do 
a different kind of event," Mr Sexton 
explained. "Don't get me wrong, we 
could have used more money, but the 
crowd is the event here."
O.K.. then why not stage something 
grand elsewhere in New York City? 
We’ve done it before. The shimmer­
ing Brooklyn Bridge Centennial cele­
bration in i983, for instance. "This 
should have been the occasion to do 
something grand and permanent for 
the city," said Senator Charles E 
Schumer. “If Americans had the 
same attitude toward New York 
City, regarding it as a jewel as the 
French do toward Parts and the Eng­
lish do toward London, we could do 
these things, and we should.”

jEFORE we forget New Year's
Eve and let our appallingly 

' short attention spans wander 
to the next distraction, a moment of 
reflection on New Year’s Eve.

Paris gave us the sight of a breath­
taking Eiffel Tower, encircled ui as­
cending spirals of fireworks. Britain 
offered fireworks sweeping over the 
Thames and a new Millennial Dome 
in Greenwich. Red Square turned 
ethereal, with fireworks and snow­
flakes falling on St. Basil's Cathe­
dral. Sydney was aglow and so was 
Beijing, even though the Chinese new 
year is next month

New York? A pretty ball descend­
ed a tower in Times Square, illumi­
nating an ad for Discover, the credit 
card. Fireworks were hard to see, 
scattered pyrotechnics around town 
were nice.

Yes. it was fun and orderly in 
Times Square. The 24-hour street 
show was impressive, the N Y P D, 
did great, people behaved The ball 
(made by Waterford) was a new im­
proved model and the electronic glitz 
of a renewed 42nd Street area pro­
vided a glittering backdrop.

But let's face it: for a world-class 
city we didn’t measure up. Anybody 
who saw those stunning global pro­
ductions has to admit that. Washing­
ton's was O.K., with its lasers and 
fired-up Washington Monument, but 
it was so packed with celebrities that 
it seemed like a cliche — a political 
cliche thanks to President Clinton’s 
platitudes.

Washington is a capital city, like 
London and Paris, but New York is 
New York, so back to the ball and 
Times Square. Why so unmillennial?

The main reason was money. Ex­
cept for Sydney's fireworks, paid for 
by corporate sponsors, celebrations 
in the other great cities were govern­
ment-financed. The City of Paris 
spent about $550,000 to create that 
magical Eiffel Tower, and the Minis­
try of Culture Invested $11 million for 
those Ferris wheels on the Champs- 
Elysees The fireworks on the 
Thames (spectacular even without 
the promised flames) cost $8 million, 
and the permanent Millennium 
Dome $1.2 billion. Most of the money 
came from lottery profits, appropri­
ated by the government.

Times Square got no government 
money at all (unless you count the 
cost of police, fire and other city 
services). The celebration cost less 
than $5 million, contributed by Con 
Ed, Discover, Waterford, Korbel, the

EWEL is not exactly the word the 
average American would use to 
describe the city. It is a place 
most love to hate, or at least dis­

trust. And that showed on Dec. 31. 
Even now, despite our celebrated 
Wall Street-driven renaissance, 
crime-fighting mayor, kinder, safer 
streets and Seinfeld legacy, New 
York remains alien territory to 
many in the country.

Ask John Rocker Look at the pres­
idential candidates who never men­
tion New York unless they rush 
through to raise funds or are fighting 
to get themselves on our well-guard­
ed ballots. Consider also how we are 
perpetually shortchanged by Wash­
ington, getting back fewer federal 
dollars than we contribute in taxes.

It took a mighty struggle just to 
prevent Congress from cutting oper­
ating subsidies to mass transit last 
year, recalls Mr. Schumer No New 
Yorker could even dream of getting 
fancy subway extensions of the kind 
bestowed on Paris and London last 
year by their national governments

Those projects “were done with 
purpose of having them stay global 
cities," said Robert Paaswell of the 
University Transportation Research 
Center, at City College. "They know 
their position in the world.”

So does New York. It's the rest of 
America that hasn’t figured it out 
yet.
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"It seems crass and inappropriate," said Charles Lewis of the 
Washington-based Center for Public Integrity, a watchdog group. "Americans don’t 
begrudge the president and first lady for wanting to make the millennium 
celebration a significant event, but most people don't like the idea that it 
might be used for political purposes."

The made-for-television event was made possible by a list of contributors 
that reads in part like the roster of Democratic National Committee supporters. 
The first couple dominated key parts of the televised spectacular.

In exchange for financing the event, many contributors were invited to 
ringside seats at the extravaganza. Afterward, they and a thousand other guests 
danced with the Clintons, members of the cabinet and the other luminaries at a 
White House party closed to the media.

Not only did the event showcase the Clintons, but it also rewarded longtime 
contributors with what Lewis called "one of the ultimate perks," being included 
in an exclusive White House millennial celebration.

Hillary Clinton's office was in charge of the New Year’s celebration, dubbed 
"America's Millennium." And once again the Clintons called on McAuliffe.

The guests, mingling with the likes of actress Sophia Loren, boxer Muhammad 
Ali and jazz musician Dave Brubeck, dined on Beluga caviar, lobster and rack of 
lamb before heading to the Mall, where they had front-row seats at a two-hour 
show emceed by actor Will Smith.

"From the beginning, it was decided that this event should be funded by 
private contributions," said Toby Graff, deputy press secretary to Aillary 
Clinton. "There was no quid pro quo. The guest list at all events was balanced, 
including friends, family and supporters." Financial backers, she said, were 
publicly acknowledged in the widely distributed program.

BODY:
The National Mall in Washington rivaled Times Square as the place for network 

television cameras to be New Year's Eve, thanks to an entertainment spectacular 
created with $16 million in private donations.

To be sure, some of those listed as sponsors are non-partisan organizations, 
or contribute to both parties. But fund raising for the event was led by Terry 
McAuliffe, a real estate and banking baron who gained national attention as 
finance chair of the Clinton-Gore re-election campaign in 1996. The 
controversial use of the Lincoln Bedroom as a perk for donors grew out of a memo 
he wrote the president during that campaign.

HEADLINE: Clinton contributors joined in millennium party
Those who financed festivities were invited to private gala with president

At midnight, the guests watched an initial burst of fireworks before 
returning to the White House with 1,000 other guests, many of them contributors 
as well. A second fireworks display at 1 a.m. was visible from the white House 
lawn and kicked off a second round of partying from which the media were

She said that two prominent Republicans, House Speaker Dennis Hastert of 
Illinois and Majority Leader Trent Lott of Mississippi, were also on the 
committee for America's Millennium. Neither was on the guest list, however, and 
they could not be reached for comment.

Many of those who gave were treated to one of the most opulent evenings 
Washington has ever seen. The big contributors, such as real estate investor 
Walter Shorenstein or Teligent Vice President Laurence Harris, joined luminaries 
from the worlds of sports, entertainment and the arts at a private White House 
dinner.

After the election, McAuliffe helped raise money for the inaugural
celebration. He then turned to raising money for the president's legal defense 
fund, presidential library and, more recently, Hillary Rodham Clinton's Senate 
campaign.

- •> ■
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But one can accuse Hillary Rodham Clinton of cooking up a pseudo-event on 
public property, having it scripted by loyal Democratic operatives such as Bob 
Shrum, and paying for it with $ 16 million in fat-cat funding shaken loose by 
first friend Terry McAuliffe, all to advance her own ego gratification and 
political ambition.

To be sure, the Spielberg film and the entire extravaganza -three hours of 
pop-rock music interspersed with long, loving shots of the first family hugging 
and nuzzling each other -were televised on only one network: the faithfully 
Clintonophilic CBS. So one can’t accuse the Clintons of being 
media-monopolizers.

Emcee Will Smith opened the show with these words: "We’re all here because 
one person had an idea. Let’s give a warm round of applause to the architect of 
America's Millennium, our first lady, Hillary Clinton." (Note to Will: If you 
ever want to see the inside of the Lincoln Bedroom, remember the "Rodham" next 
time.) But, if first lady Nancy Davis Reagan had ever had such an idea for an 
event, she would have been run out of D.C. faster than Katherine Graham could 
say "Unfair!" The gala's performers danced and pranced on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial, facing the Mall, but they were invisible to ordinary people on 
the grass beside the Reflecting Pool because huge bleachers and camera stands

BYLINE: James P. Pinkerton. James P. Pinkerton's e-mail address is pinkertofix. 
netcom.com.

Just as Orwell's "Ministry of Truth" propagandized on behalf of Big Brother, 
so Spielberg's 18- minute film was yoked to the political ambitions of Big 
Sister-Hillary Rodham Clinton. And American history was indeed double-thinked by 
the Washington-Hollywood axis.

IN HIS NOVEL "1984," George Orwell wrote the formula for would-be thought 
dictators: "Who controls the past controls the future." By that reckoning, 
Steven Spielberg's new movie, "The Unfinished Journey," which premiered Friday 
night as part of "America's Millennium Gala," ranks as a minor classic of 
neo-Orwellianism.
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Yet, even here, the historical value of "Journey" is marred by an ahistorical 
skew toward liberal Democratic icons.

Kennedy, Malcolm X, Cesar Chavez, Gloria Steinem, Barbara Jordan, Harvey 
Milk-even Madeleine Albright.

Spielberg does delight in American technical and scientific exuberance, from 
rolling assembly lines to towering skycrapers to rocketing space ships. But a 
larger share of the film is dedicated to leftward social and political change.

Legendary labor leaders such as Samuel Gompers, John L. Lewis and Walter 
Reuther have all disappeared down Spielberg's memory hole, replaced by a 
Clinton-baby boomer cavalcade of stars, including Martin Luther King, John F.

In one of her many appearances Friday night, Hillary Rodham Clinton quoted 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. He was first elected from New York, get it? But, after 
reciting FDR's "four freedoms" -freedom of speech and religion, plus freedom 
from want and fear -she neglected to mention the freedom that's really needed 
right now: freedom from being propagandized by one's own government.

Yet Spielberg the cineaste gets the better of Spielberg the chronicler; the 
World War I snippet in his movie features French, not American, soldiers. If 
only the Tennessee-born Sgt. A.lvin York had thought to bring a camera crew as he 
won his Congressional Medal of Honor! The film makes time for Spielberg's own 
"Jurassic Park" dinosaurs, but has no time for U.S. war heroes such as Audie 
Murphy, George Patton or the Marines planting the flag atop Mt. Suribachi.

All one really needed to know about Spielberg's "Journey" came in the first 
few seconds as the image of Abraham Lincoln morphed into Bill Clinton, who 
recited the words from the 16th president's "with malice toward none" second 
inaugural address.

had been set up in front of them. That's right: At this "people's" event, only 
VIPs and pressies could see the show directly; mere taxpayers had to crane their 
necks toward jumbotrons.

That the Clintons love the lifestyle of the rich and famous is not new; what 
is new is their effort to shape American history to their own advantage. Enter 
Spielberg and "The Unfinished Journey"; this film will surely turn up in 
libraries, museums and schools, subtly shaping perceptions of the future by 
bending the past.

Then comes the rest of the film, seemingly a history of America in the 20th 
Century, done in rapid-fire style, set to John Williams' score.
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“Finally, we thank you for the rich 
and wonderful diversity of human life 
with which you have graced this plan­
et, and ask you to give us the strength 
and wisdom to give up our fear, dis­
trust and hatred of those who are dif-

Bv'Caryik Murphy

Post Staff IT nirr

J
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"So we begin this jubilee year in hu­
mility. ... For me and my family, 1 give 
you thanks for good health, good for­
tune, and the opportunity to serve the 
American people.

“We thank you for the amazing grace 
you have shown in getting us through 
and beyond our individual and collec­
tive sins and trials. Through the dark­
est hours of the 20th century, the 
shameful trauma of racial oppression, 
the pain and sacrifice of war, the fear 
and deprivation of depression, when all 
we could do was walk by faith, it was 
your guiding light that saw us through.
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Baptist but often attends services at a 
United Methodist church.

The 11 a.m. Eucharist service 
opened with Clinton and his wife join­
ing the procession of clergy and choris­
ters, all singing “The First Noel,’ down 
the cathedral's main aisle.

Clinton, dressed in a black suit, and 
his wife, attired in a wide-striped, blue 
and purple suit, sat in the left front pew 
beside Mary Ellen Baxter, wife of the 
cathedral's dean, the Very Rev. Nathan 
D. Baxter.

Baxter sermonized on religious tol­
erance. “If there is anything we have 
learned in the years since the birth of 
Christ, it is that there is no world peace 
wit bout peace among the religions,” he 
said.

“We must expand the sense of who is 
in God’s family beyond our own reli­
gious identities," Baxter added. “We 
must grow beyond any bigotry or arro­
gance that keeps us from loving and re­
specting others as God would have us 
to do."

After the sermon, Clinton and his 
wife were escorted to a wooden lectern 
on the left of the sanctuary behind the 
altar where they alternated reading the 
communal prayer petitions written by 
cathedral staff.

The final petition was Clinton’s own, 
which echoed the millennial themes 
preached in religious services around 
the nation yesterday. It said in part:

“Dear Lord, as we awaken to this 
second morning of a new millennium, 
help us to remember that all we are and 
all we do begins with you, for whom a 
thousand years are but as yesterday 
when it is passed, and as a watch in the 
night.

• 1

ferent...
“Help us now to accept at long last 

the enduring truth that the most im­
portant fact of life is not wealth, or 
power, or beauty, or scientific advance, 
but our kinship as brothers and sisters, 
and our oneness as children of God. 
This, Holy Father, is our prayer for the 
new millennium."

Clinton and his wife then shook 
hands with clergy around the altar and 
with a few members of the congrega­
tion seated in the right front pew. Both 
received communion following the Eu­
charist prayer offered by the Rev. Can­
on Frank M. Harron II

“It was beautiful ami heartfelt." Kim­
berly Collinsworth. 33. of Los Angeles, 
said of the president's prayer. “And it 
meant a lot to me, to give us hope and 
peace and that we should love one an­
other ami help each other out."

President Clinton offered a “prayer 
for 'the new millennium" on behalf of 
the patiou during services yesterday at 
Washington National Cathedral, giving 
tblinks “for the promise of the new cen­
tury" and asking divine guidance “in 
helping us to make the most of it."

'Clinton was accompanied by his 
wife, Hillary Rodham Clinton, who al­
so read parts of "Prayers of the Peo­
ple," the communal petitions offered at 
each Worship service. Nearly 9(10 peo­
ple, including six Cabinet members, 
filled the cathedral, which was decorat­
ed with boughs of pine and red poinset- 
tias.

The Clintons had attended funerals 
and Christmas Eve services at the im­
posing, hilltop cathedral in Northwest 
Washington, seat of the Episcopal Dio­
cese of Washington. But yesterday was 
the first time any president had taken 
an active part in services there, cathe­
dral spokesman Bob Beckett said.

“It s important and appropriate for 
us to have the president at the first Eu­
charist of the millennium, and we feel 
his presence fulfills a symbolic role that 
the cathedral fills as a house for prayer 
for all people," Becker said. Clinton is a
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After reading prayers, the Clinton-1 are escorted from the lectern at Washington
National Cathedral by its dean, th* lev. Nathan 0. Baxter, right, and verger Stephen Lott.
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~ the scene of the capital’s bip-

 pest party.
Smith, who hnsterl the

S13 million America’s Mil­
lennium Gala, pnt jiggy with

------- a troupe of dancers nn his -------
bouncy VViKJK. pushing his
palms to the open sky and
chanting to President Clin­
ton, "Raise the roof. Bill."

The estimated 300.IHMI 
people who thronged the Mall enjoyed mini-sets from 
some of music's biggest stars.

Leading up to midnight, it was the past century in 
song — jazz, rock n’ roll, pop. folk, country, opera and 
hip-hop — that was celebrated in the Quincy lones- 
and George Steveas Jr.-produced spectacle

Some of the night's unusual combinations worked 
— Trisha Yearwood and Brian McKnight crooning 
Abraham. Martin and John, or Kathy Mattea. Luther 
Vandross and violinist Michel Bell doing People Get 
Ready. Others, such as R&B star Usher and Kris Kris- 
tofferson struggling with The Weight, did not.

Stars like Tom Jones tit's Not L'niisuaf). Kenny 
Rogers (The Gamblen. Foreigner's Lou Gramm and 
Mick Jones (I Want to Know What l.nve Isi and Don 
McLean (American Pte) had the chance to do their 
signature tunes in front of a once-in-a-lifetime crowd. 

The most stirring sounds came from divas Jessye 
Norman and Kathleen Battle, singing on the site of Af­
rican-American opera star Marian Anderson's 15*39 
Easter Sunday concert, which followed the Daughters 
of the American Revolution's refusal to allow her to 
perform at Washington's Constitution Hall

After midnight, most of the crowd began driftine 
off. but those who stayed for another hour saw most of 
the night's cast return to sing /America, the Beautiful 
before U2's Bono performed and the cast of Stomp 
put a percussive stamp on the evening
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------- Smith and a few dozen other 
stars brought in the new mil- 
lenmum Friday by turning gg- 
the Lincoln Memorial into '"J
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The nation celebrates a new century in concert
Sweet harmony from Miami to the Mall, 6D
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A rare appearance: Barbra Streisand's 
Las Vegas concerts were big hits.

By Ken Barnes 
USA TODAY

While most Americans witnessed the 
dawn of the millennium from their 
couches, those willing to forsake their 
cocoons (and most of the contents of 
their wallets) celebrated in style at con­
cert venues across the USA.

Arenas were sometimes less than 
full, but the atidiences occupying the 
seats experienced marathon musical 
retrospectives with spectacular stage 
sets and special effects galore.

Music lovers ventured to locations 
ranging from the Florida Everglades 
(where quirky rockers Phlsh staged a 
massive concert) to San Rafael, Calif, 
(where Bonnie Raid headlined).

An estimated 2 million people packed 
New York's Times Square area to watch 
festivities, musical and otherwise.

► An estimated 300,000 thronged the 
National Mall in Washington to watch 
the fireworks and hear a galaxy of stars 
spanning a wide musical range — Will 
Smith, Kathleen Battle, Don McLean, 
John Fogerty', Trisha Yearwood. Luther 
Vandross, Tom Jones, Jessye Norman, 
Brian McKnight and more.
► Fans in Las Vegas watched Bette 

Midler combine the traditional and the 
satirical as only she can in a show that 
featured both Auld Lang Syne and im­
pressionists mocking Cher. Michael 
Jackson, Rod Stewart and even Strei­
sand.

Inside today’s Life section, a team of 
USA TODAY reporters recounts the 
sites, sights and sounds of some of the 
weekend’s hottest millennia) concerts.

a! w

Also on display”
► In Las Vegas, fans who paid up to 

$'2,5(10 a ticket saw Barbra Streisand re­
cap her storied career in what may be 
her last U.S. concerts.
► Country devotees witnessed the re­

union of The Judds in Phoenix and the 
union of two fans (via a midconcert 
marriage proposal) at Tim McGraw and 
Faith Hill's Nashville show.
► Boomers celebrated L.A.-style with 

local icons The Eagles, partied in Miami 
with hometown heroine Gloria Estefan 
and entered a New York state of mind 
with Long Island's Billy Joel.
► High rollers and hipsters saw pri­

vate shows by Elton John, Tina TUmer 
and Celine Dion in Vegas and by Sting 
and a glittery MT V lineup in New York.
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Well, that had to be the most un­
eventful 24 hours of “event TV" ever.

And wasn’t it wonderful?
No terrorist attacks, no power fail­

ures. no airplane or computer crash­
es Instead, New Year s Eve offered a 
day of celebratory TV — an im­
mensely entertaining lesson in com­
parative cultures laced with music, 
dance and fireworks.

It was a grand party, and there was 
no better host than ABC, led by a re­
laxed, appealingly avuncular and 
emotional Peter Jennings He even 
kept his dignity when a string from 
his suit became a prop in David 
Blaines magic act, and that was no 
easy trick.

Though cable's 24 hour newscasts 
all offered coverage. Jennings and 
ABC best captured the shifting mood 
of the day. At first, as he waited to see 
whether problems would arise, Jen­
nings exuded caution and a bit of un­
certainty As Australian drag star 
Dame Edna told him. it was as if we

interview with tiresome self pro­
claimed Washington society queen 
Sally Quinn, who prattled on about 
the social ambitions of the George­
town party crowd.

There were, of course, plenty of 
other TV choices CNN was steady 
and newsy, but its corres|x»ndents 
can’t match ABC’s for star power, 
and its regularly scheduled shows 
were a drag on the proceedings — 
particularly TalhBach Lives U’eb 
cam chat with author Arthur C. 
Clarke Internet interviews may he 
the technology of the future, but 
they're unwatchable in the present

PBS ran the most complete foot-

iV*»
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By Robert Blanco

were all having “terrible problems 
summoning up the right emotions" 
for the millennial shift.

But as the day progressed without 
disaster, you could almost hear Jen­
nings lead a communal sigh of relief 
By the time Cokie Roberts launched 
into a silly but spirited debate with 
Barbara Walters and Charles Gibson 
over the respective merits of Italy. 
France and Great Britain, it was 
clear ABC had let its guard down and 
was ready to celebrate.

The other broadcast networks 
came to the party late and never 
caught up. CBS misjudged the spirit 
of the occasion, opening with a David 
Letterman special designed to prove 
he’s too smart for the millennium. 
(Letterman has precisely one note, 
ironic distance, and this was not the 
night for it.) While CBS' slate im­
proved with its broadcast of Washing­
ton, D.C.'s America's Millennium, the 
network w’as too tied to one city to 
convey the global nature of the event.

Worse still was NBC, which 
seemed more interested in promot­
ing Jay Leno than in covering the 
worldwide countdown The nadir, 
however, was Tom Brokaw’s fawning
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age of international artistic perfor­
mances but undercut them with a 
steady stream of somnambulant nar­
ration .MSNBC was often annoyingly 
chipper, particularly in those painful 
hours when Jodi Applegate anchored 
from London with al) the decorum of 
a tipsy sorority girl Fox News Chan­
nel was too tied to New York and to 
tabloid fluff like Page Six and its 
imaginary gossip of the future — 
though to its credit, it was the only 
network to have a translator ready 
for the pope's address from Rome.

Still, by the time midnight ap­
proached. most viewers were prob­
ably in such a good mood, even the

shots of Barn Manilow trying to 
dance were endearing Some other 
moments to remember
► The pyrotechnics at Australia's 

Sydney Harbor, though I would have 
advised them to drop the smiley face 
from the bridge
► Cokie Roberts ending her in­

terview with her mother. Lindy 
Boggs (ambassador to the Holy See), 
with “Thank you. Mommy. Happy 
new year."
► lhe light shows at the Pyramids

and the Parthenon
► The Eiffel Tower seeming to ex­

plode in Pans, easily capturing the 
world's prize for Best in Show.
► London s Big Ben signaling what 

was claimed to be the world’s largest 
fireworks show It was something, all 
right — though if we were the ones 
w ho had spent a billion dollars on a 
huge dome, fireworks and Vegas 
dancers in skimpy clothes, we’d be 
hearing about our ostentatious bad 
taste for the rest of the century.
► The incredible countdown at the 

Washington Monument. America’s 
only real monumental challenge to 
Paris and the only event ABC un­
dercovered.
► A befuddled Barbara Walters 

getting so lost in a card trick with 
Blaine, he had to tell her to drop out.

And there was so much more, as 
we saw the ways the world has been 
Westernized (they sang AnW Lang 
Syne in Thailand, which doesn’t hit 
the new year on its calendar until 
April) and the ways it hasn’t. ‘We’ve 
looked at the world with such a sense 
of awe today." Jennings said — and 
we had fun. too

Not a bad way to spend a New 
Year’s Eve
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of malice made 
it a grand party
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A magical night Peter Jennings, left, 
with Da-id Blare; David Letterman, 
above right, with Rudy Giuliani
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White House shimmers with celebrity guests
By Ann Geracimos 
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Several hundred more guests Singer Mary Wilson was the en- 
were invited to attend a post-gala tertainer at what was being billed

Dining Room and a tent set up in
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party at the White House, in addi­
tion to the earlier crowd.

as a breakfast feast scheduled to 
last until 6 a m.
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President and Mrs. Clinton and their daughter, Chelsea, greet 
Muhammad Ali at the White House Millennium Dinner yesterday.
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Representing the world of 

sports were Carl Lewis, Moham­
mad Ali and Bill Russell. The arts 
were represented in part by archi-

■' Movers and shakers from the 
fields of art, sports, entertainment 
and business were among more 
than 350 guests at last night's 
White House millennium dinner.

Even with Elizabeth Taylor 
stalled somewhere in traffic before 
the start of the evening, the Holly­
wood celebrity quotient was easily 
filled by the likes of Sophia Loren, 
Jack Nicholson, Mary Tyler 
Moore, Robert De Niro and Martin 
Scorsese.

The dinner was billed as a trib­
ute to American creators and inno­
vators. But the more obvious ma­
jority was the number of private 
company representatives on the 
list, at least one of whom conceded 
that the million dollars his com­
pany contributed to the weekend 
celebration was well spent.

Some guests were known to be 
invited to contribute as much as 
$100,000 to take part in the festivi-

the Rose Garden for family mem­
bers of honored guests). First lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton and 
daughter Chelsea Clinton were at 
his side, both in black gowns.

Sen. Patrick J. Leahy. Vermont 
Democrat, attended with his 
daughter, Alicia. He was celebrat­
ing the fact that "our country is 
probably in the best condition it 
has ever been and also has the 
most responsibilities it has ever 
had," Mr. Leahy said. "And I think 
we can meet them.”

“A century ago, blacks couldn’t 
come to dinner here," the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson said upon entering 
the gala.

Humor wasn’t entirely absent, 
however. Asked by reporters to 
name the greatest invention of the 
century, Miss Moore responded: 
“The blow dryer."

Sen. John B. Breaux, Louisiana 
Democrat, was more conventional 
in his reply: “The jet engine. It has 
brought the world closer together.’’

*1*

And why was Mr. Nicholson

here, rather than in Hollywood? /tr/v ever find And I "This is America, honey. America U 1

is here," the actor said. .
Perhaps the real story of the

night had to do with who wasn't
present, given the draw of the
White House and importance of
the evening.

In addition to the regular holi­
day decorations, the mansion was
transformed into a white and silver
fantasy land, with glass tree sculp-

IM
” ‘ M • 'a I

rial; poet Rita Dove; playwright Condition it haS eVCT 
Edward Albee; actors Ruby Dee » , > t
and Ossie Davis; and jazz musician UCeH 011(1 (llSO flOS the 
Da^d wSy wS'Mn'lJ'chohon most responsibilities it

President Clinton gave the 
tures by artist Dale Chilhuly on toasts —generally optimistic horn­
show in the Grand Ftoyer. ages to the future — in the three

The menu included caviar, lob- dining areas (East Room, State 
ster and rack of Iamb. T’ ”
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Conversation was “very strong,” 
Mr. Nicolson reported later in typi-

■■ m ■iW’inftr1-

■ u

r•

>

'G-

Lir’i
J fl

• ■ >

//'I"

Photos bv Ashid Riecknti The WAsh-nqton Tirn&s

all

H
n

IK

Rsj

mi;

/i

States Ardeshir Zahedi, with whom 
Miss Ihylor was linked romantical­
ly in the 1970s. President Clinton, 
no fool he, chose Miss Loren and 
Miss Ihylor to be his tablemates at 
dinner along with Mr. Nicholson. 
(Hillary Rodham Clinton sat beside 
District Mayor Anthony Williams, 
with a national labor union official 
Dennis Rivera at the same table.)

Boyle of TV’s “The Practice," who 
was Mr. Nicholson’s date, looked 
alarmingly thin in her strapless 
pink creation worn without cover. 
Mary lyier Moore chose a jewel- 
encrusted baby blue gown with 
tiny sleeves. Lynda Johnson Robb 
was a standout as well in a red and 
black brocade smoking jacket that 
she said had once belonged to her 
father, the late Lyndon B. Johnson.

"W" f clothing choices worn by
I guests to tite White House mil-
| lennium dinner are any indica-

Ation of trends to come, then
more men will be wearing more
colorful hats and more women will
be in strapless dresses with shawls.

Fabrics were luscious. Jewels
w’ere eye-catching, especially
when seen atop a generous bosom.
Designer dresses garnered the
most attention — as usual.

In other words, extravagance _____ ___ _________
may well be the theme of next cen- Iranian ambassador to the United 
tury's fashions.

The economy booms on as mere
mortals continue to ape celebrity
attire.

Jack Nicholson arrived at the
White House East Wing entrance
dapper and smiling, as did Will
Smith, the titular host for the late-
night gala. Mr. Nicholson had on a
black fedora above his signature
bad-boy grin. Mr. Smith a porkpie.

Even better, Mr. Smith was
wearing a sparkling coral-colored
vest made to order for the occa­
sion by Donatella Versace to
match the knockout clinging chif­
fon number worn by his wife, Jada
Plnkett Smith. The couple proud­
ly paraded before the press as
they hun ied into the pre-dinner
reception being held under a tent
in the sculpture garden.

Sen. Patrick J.
Leahy and his 

daughter, Alicia 
Leahy, arrive for 

the Millennium 
Dinner (below) 

hosted by
President and 

Mrs. Clinton.
Singer Mary

Wilson, an 
original member 

of the
Supremes, 

chats with the 
assembled 

press (below 
right) in a 

heated tent on 
the White 

House grounds.
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cal wise-guy manner.
Perhaps mindful of unexpected­

ly benign weather conditions, 
singer Kathleen Battle and many 
other women had on equally color­
ful strapless taffeta or satin gowns 
under furs and stoles. Miss Bat­
tle’s was a light pink, worn under 
an enveloping cape of quilted 
white satin. Actress Lara Flynn
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in extravagant fashion
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Revelers welcome ye

Next to draw gasps of surprise 
and admiration was the low-cut 
black Armani gown chosen by 
Sophia Loren to show off her dia­
mond and ruby necklace from Van 
Cleef & Arpels. (Whether bor­
rowed for the occasion or a gift 
from admirers, she didn’t say.) Eliz­
abeth Taylor showed up later in 
shimmering burgundy velvet with 
a feather shoulder wrap in a lighter 
shade, escorted by photographer 
Firooz Zahedi, nephew of former
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Singer Mary Wilson, entertainer was “roll-on deodorant —- it made 
for the early-morning post-gala us all more social.”
White House party, hit all the right — Ann Geracimos
notes in her brilliant sweeping red
satin gown and sequin-trimmed
Coke bottle purse. She was both
elegant and sassy at once.

It certainly wasn’t an occasion to
be modest or mercenary. Bring on
the glad rags. Internet entrepreneur
Vinton Cerf, senior vice president
for Internet architecture and tech­
nology at MCI WorldCom, said he
had looked forward to the evening if
only because of the opportunity to
wear the top hat given him along
with an honorary doctorate from
the University of Lurea in Sweden.
‘T've been waiting for more than a
year,” he said “I'm celebrating the
21st century infrastructure. It is all
going to immerse us in a sea of
connectedness.”

With 360 guests, to be joined
later by some 500 others frolicking
in two dining rooms and two out-
sized tents, closeness and connect­
edness were certainly the evening's
themes. No wonder a former White
House communications official Don
Baer suggested jokingly that the
best invention of the last century
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I’he Clintons on Friday attended 
the session called “Bluegrass: 
America’s Roots Music," which 
featured a conversation with musi­
cian Ricky Skaggs, who has been 
hailed by music critics as a "Mas­
ter of Bluegrass.'*

The National Air and Space Mu­
seum also welcomed 2000 by host­
ing the Mars Millennium Project, 
a nationwide contest to design a

The visitors, who continued to 
file into the museums along Con­
stitution and Independence ave­
nues at 4 p.m. yesterday, agreed

“It’s been very impressive,’’ said 
Doris Sprull, a DC. mother who 
brought her 9-year-old son, .Malik, 
to the programs this weekend 
"There was a wide variety of pro-
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New \&ars events
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Freestyle Union, a rap group that promotes positive images, performs yesterday as part of the Smithsonian's year-2000 celebrations.

c/)
© 
a
o 

i 

o
C/2 

45

An estimated 10,000 people 
crowded the museums of the 
Smithsonian Institution this week­
end to honor the country’s past and 
reflect on its future during the 
America’s Millennium on the Mall 
celebration

Area residents, tourists and po­
litical leaders — including Pres­
ident Clinton, first lady Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and daughter 
Chelsea — began celebrating the 
new year Friday morning, when 
the Smithsonian kicked off its free 
programs, which focused on pass­
ing traditions — from music and 
cooking to scientific knowledge — 
from one generation to another.

The unseasonably warm weath­
er helped contribute to the success 
of the Mall events as temperatures 
yesterday reached 68 degrees, 
nearly beating the record high of 
71 degrees set in 1876.

Legendary blues musician B.B. 
King concluded the three-day 
event last night by performing his 
signature “The Thrill is Gone” on 
the electric guitar he calls Lucille, 
before a crowd of 565 fans at the 
Baird Auditorium at the National 
Museum of Natural History.

"We wanted to offer a moment of 
a little more quiet reflection on the 
millennium, on the new century,” 
said Richard Kurin, director of 
folk life and cultural heritage at 
the Smithsonian and organizer of 
the weekend events

“It's really about bringing peo­
ple from all backgrounds together 
and building a bridge from the 
past to the future," Mr. Kurin ex­
plained.

The events took place at the Na­
tional Museum of Natural History, 
National Museum of American 
History and the Hirshhorn Mu­
seum and Sculpture Garden. Each 
museum hosted a different menu
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village settlement on Mars. All 
participants received a Mars Mil­
lennium poster.

“The celebration has been pret­
ty successful,” said Vicki Moeser, 
a Smithsonian spokeswoman. 
"We’ve seen a lot of people who 
had a lot of enthusiasm come to the 
museums to participate in the pro­
grams over the weekend. It's been 
a wonderful weekend."
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of programs, which included “Fu­
ture Visions," "American Voices" 
and "Story Circle.”

Among the events were: "Tech­
nologies id' the Millennium,” 
"Searching for Extraterrestrial 
Life,” "40 Years of Sports Photog­
raphy," "Blues Music Past and Fu­
ture," <md "A Heritage of Pictures 
and Words.” Each program was 
about an hour long.
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^rams people of all ages could be 
interested in. I had a good time.”

So did Malik, a student at Shep* 
lerd Elementary School, who on 
Saturday enjoyed seeing award- 
vinnmg actors Ossie Davis and 
<uby Dee read vignettes about the 
ives of abolitionist Frederick 
3ouglass, scholar W.E.B. Du Bois, 
’oet Langston Hughes and educa- 
or Booker T. Washington.

Tourists also got a chance to take 
>art in the activities even though 
ickets were required to attend the 
vents. All 12,000 tickets were dis- 
nbuted by Dec. 10.

Mr. Kurin said organizers ex- 
ected that about 25 percent of the 
.cket holders would not show up 
or the activities. That gave tour- 
ts like Thmmy and Wayne Cuslik, 
f Cleveland, a chance to enjoy the 
rograms.
“We got lucky," Mrs. Cuslik said. 

What better way to spend the first 
eekend of the new year and the 
ew century than being in the na- 
on’s capital and taking in all that 
ie city has to offer.”
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Cherokee storyteller Gayle Ross tells tales inspired by her grandmother at the Museum of American History.
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Clintons offer preview of

■Rie time capsule will be madg-:

14^h' Amendment of 1868, which Age. popper for the Infonnatiotil^e 
granted citizenship and equal legal ax^l, titanium for the age to edmcL 
protection to^U, people ^om in the
United States. . . . . 'ITie flag" design symbolizes'"015

Dr. Maurice Ililleman, a pioneer optimistic country that is alwayjjj^

vials of 20th century vaccines that technology and progress, of told©- 
have “nrpvpntwt illnece Hiuhilitv nnrl n>c+;~» •> rkaance and justice," she said. 

versify history professor emeritus, ’ r
suggested a copy of the Constitution's three metak steel for the indii

Retired Army Gen. Colin PowgjJ,

fered a set of Gl dog tags to honor the 
it »* ■ • j* a • ■ • _jT'

builders and students who submit- been willing to go in harm’s way/,',^ 
• • ’ ■ • ” 1 And Washington sixth-grader Eric
first lady onstage to offer proposals Timmons expressed the hopei ,cf 
for VL’h^t tn inrluHp in thp ranciilo _____ ’1?

r »” • k

feThe prototype will go dm-dur- •<. of Jj^turajHistory, r,.>£ world.apd the parcel of the Berlin
pUy at the Smithsonian's Museum’'/’ y “We invited the thinkers and Wall 'announced the tnumph of 
jf American History. The actual'?|huUders and creators ofthhs century democracy over dictatorship, the 

■■mH Ua rillArl Ai-iTn - Li dll tkA WwMnionfc nf A11F rtn. flTSt 13QV S3JQ.

optimistic country that is always^ 
motion, always moving forwardjqh

. all the past recipients of our na- ^dy said.
 1 Some of the other items submit-

senting America as the century humanities, in science and technolp- ted include a World War II helmet.

capsule will be filled in the com- ----- --- r——r-------------------
mg months with artifacts.repre- - tian's highest honors in the arts and
< ‘ *__ i__"_  "2__ __ 1_. *"_____,____ '_ *
epds. It will be sealed in a year gy’ in citizenship and leadership, as singer Ray Charles’ sunglasses, a

ir’

And Washington sixth-grader Enc

■ what to include m the capsule. ‘‘stopping violence so that we ■ wm 
John Hope Franklin. Duke Um- live in peace"

v^__. The time capsule will be madg-rf
iudrlg
ioti Age

 

century time capsule®
• r.u A'*

piece of Coming Ware and many and death and changed the facedf 
photos — of the earth &v>m space, of the world." ■

in immunology, contributed a trans- . r   
parent Lucite block containing eight ways pushing back the froutien^

have “prevented illness, disability

BY SUSAN ROTH 
ARKANSAS DEN«X KaT-Ga/FTTF

WASHINGTON - A Twinkle, a 
•ell phone and a copy of the Log 
~abin Democrat newspaper from 
Conway. Ark., may be in a time 
capsule unveiled by the president 
and first lady Friday.

President and Hillary Clinton 
presented a prototype of the cap­
sule, which resembles a large 
trunk bearing an American flag 
design, at the opening ceremony of

ji downtown-Washington

and stored in the National well as builders and creators of the 
Archives, to be opened in a centu- future, the students who are taught 

by the state teachers of the year 
 across America. We asked them all 

the ~White * House“* Mmennium to help us fill this time capsule, and

whelming" Mrs. Clinton said.
Three of the suggestions alone — 

__r   a transistor, a piece of the Berlin
wo'uld be by filling a national time Wall and Louis Armstrong's trumpet 

* _ - » . a * ■ • • ■ 4 • 4 A 4 * ~ — - •

crowd of 1,500 people gathered on- tury, she said. The transistor started

^^aT’New'Year’rcVkbrations ’ Nalipqali-Museum7 of American strument heralded the rise of jazt 
„ ’ Htctftrv and the National-Museum and American music around the

ry-
■'Almost three years ago, when

Council began planning a celebra- their responses have been over- 
tion for the National Mall, we de- “ """" e”
cided that an important way to
capture this moment in time

capsule," the first lady told a —could tell the story of the 20lhcen- 
crowd of 1,500 people gathered on- tury, she said. The transistor started 
der a cloudless sky between the the information age, Armstrong's in-

Histpry and the National Muset^ and American music around the 
nC N^tnmi'O'icFnm/ > A '• wArld and the nanrnl of fh«» R*»rlin

the liberation of a Nazi concentra- Retired Army Gen. Colin PowgU, 
tion camp, of Cast food restaurants who received a rousing ovation itf- 
and of convenience stores. fered a set of GI dog tags to honor die

A group of those thinkers and “millions of Americans who>ha^£

ted ideas joined the president and

for what to include in the capsule.



4 Hi * AMilhGrON t'OSF STYLE J
f -

*

A)

I-

il J
i i It

r/

uftT Fmraliik Im» v

LJd

I 11

r
t,l»' tlfl St

MeflwUI mttfennhim: Moit of the crowd tfut throflBed to the MjII ?ot to sw the perfonnete-tuch ai Keonv Roqors and (Xm Mcleon-onty on ftdeo »cre«m.

A Grand Night of Eclectic Performances

lull

I'

iIHI
■ t

.•

!:h hit k 7 ISi

s
1]
♦

1

i
!■

IKj1‘lfl

•I

r

Jilt

1 ■M

■I! |

• tU"
u«- ••.

<1

Jis'’.
[lyFij!

rffft-'.wllt.,

I
r

.

J

A

ra

IfI
ii! Hw

I'! lud

jiiiaiii

■1 ■

fl

I
Wv .

• [hi

'OM■B«SHi8

.ife

K.,

HMi
Si

Maas
Ssa

fcl I
S«:!

7'

’.T

Sffi

Lf,
®1F

1 «
'5

t'Sj

It
,il.



rxy

A s the cent 
tures fron 
across big

JL JLmorial—ai
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By Mjcan Rosenfeld and Teresa Wiltz
STojAinsron Pott Staff Writers

s the century drew to a close last night, pic- 
from the “American Century" flashed 

across big screens set up near the Lincoln Me- 
 anxious immigrants, scared soldiers, 

tap-dancing entertainers, construction workers, celeb­
rities and other examples of American iconography. 
Compiled by director Steven Spielberg, the 20-minute 
film titled "The Unfinished Journey" tried to capture 
the country’s agony as well as its gjory, with the live 
grace note of an unknown elderly couple exchanging a 
kiss at the close of their turn as narrators.

However bombastic the film may seem to partygoers 
in the year 3000, it led up dramatically to a speech by 
President Clinton and the eagerly awaited fireworks 
display that climaxed the “America’s Millennium" gala, 
a three-hour smorgasbord of entertainment that drew 
thousands to the Mall to celebrate the New Year. In- 
deetLnll across town, America's music sounded—from 
gospe[ to folk, Vegas to Broadway, opera, jazz and 
rap—as hundreds of performers brought in the new

 ■
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WtM. wild Witt Will Smith hams it up during the opening 
of the millenmum celebration.
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Performance

&

And Beyond,
A Night of Epoch, 
And Odd, Proportions
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mer. arranged the evening as if to say 
■Relax, the modern orchestra has bee: 
bug-free for 300 years ‘ He played sooth 
ing music—Faure s "Pavane"—and mu 
sic that looked back to this centurr's for 
gotten technological marvels—Lero 
Anderson's “The Typewriter" and "Th< 
Syncopated Clock " He played the typt 
writer himself—The hardest thing I'vt 
had to do in four years." Hohenfeld san> 
songs by Jerome Kern, and Siegel am 
Kalichstein were the pianists in tht 
Saint-Saens

But no audience will leave without th 
New Year's hit of all time, die Straus 
“Radetzky" March. They applauded un 
til Slatkin gave it to them., as an encore 
They clapped in tune, as audiences hav 
for decades, a small nod to traditioE. be 
Lire heading out into the brisk night l< 
greet a new century.

No one would mistake the Black Ca 
on 14th Street NW for the Kennedy Cer. 
ter, but the post-punk club glittered las 
night, with strands of tiny white light 
hung from the ceiling and the bar Th 
entertainment was equally grunge-fret 
Peaches O’Dell and Her Black Cat Or 
chestra, a 10-piece combo that specian; 
ea in songs originally recorded by th 
likes of Frank Sinatra and the Andrew 
Sisters.

Fewer than 50 patrons were in atlenc 
ance when the orchestra began playin 
shortly after 10 p.m., but the dance flo. 
was nearly full an hour liter, a credibl 
turnout for a club that reaches capa- i: 
when a hot alternative-rock band draw

Cecelia Porter, Philip Kemicott, Mik 
Joyce. Hamil R. Hams, Mark Jenkin 
and San Horuritz contnbuted to this 
report.

- TT------ ? 1" T“.

I
laa

was dressed as if for a Fred Astaire raw 
ie, others wore the club’s custcmar 
black-on-black uniform.

O’Dell promised to return in a “tack 
er' outfit as her group finished its fir? 
set and yielded to the Hidden Persun 
ers, a minimalist trio that pertorme 
such lounge standards as “Moon Rivet 
and The Look of Love "

At midnight, after the stunning fias 
that bt of the Washington Monunu-n 
the Mall gala continued along it’s gun 
bo-like way. Following the inevilabl 
“Fanfare for the Conunon Man" and 
children's choir leading “America ti 
Beautiful,'a panoply ot notables cam 
out to read quotes from other noumt- 
They included a surprise visit from Eli. 
abeth Taylor (dark-haired again), an 
people like Edward James Olmos quo 
ing Ronald Reagan and Atallah Shaba/ 
quoting Ceasar Chavez.

Will Smith was seen leaving arout. 
then, carrying a child and accompanyii 
his wife. The show wasn’t over—it w 
scheduled to continue with the cast < 
Stomp and Irish singer Bono, plus a i< 
more fireworks—but for many, the mgl 
was over and the new century was u 
derway.

----- s=5i.arr-^:
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fetnan of Frederick, Md. Td rather feel
*afe.“
Others were not so sanguine. They

>hould at least tell us what's going on.*
■aid Eldred Deklerk, a police trainer
rom Cape Town. South Africa. “Some
r^aple are giving up and going home."

1 p jn., the crowd was pushing down
:)W*humcane fencing to get in. accord-
ib?to television reports.

At least they didn’t have to listen to
commercials, as the cocooners at home
did. And even the elite ticket-holders
iifimd themselves waiting in line, trying
td get up the stairs to their seats xs per-
ionners were trying to get down.

. Across town, the superb mezzo-sopra­
no of Washington's own Denyce Graves
soared into the far reaches of the Nation­
al City Christian Church before an audi­
ence of 700. Wearing a stunning coat- =
iyess of white and gold brocade and ac- history of jazz piano with great verve journalists from The Washington Post. 

. » a » _•___• _a r» -L. _ * J • ° ■ aar a ■ . ■ a a.

sang a versatile mix of classical anas.

aria from Handel’s opera “Amadigi di lobby was in a tuxedo with sneakers—
Gaula," which she performed with spec- prnMrefi for all eventualities.

tacular ornamentation, and her signa- ; 2,...r'- , - -=
ture tune, Camille Saint-Saens' “Mon New Year’s Eve concert was equal parts TYie Part’s Henry Allen, who had the

Coeur s'Ouvre a ta Voix” (“My Heart Old World music making and New “Cuckoo" movement, chose a poetical al-
Opens at Thy Voice’), which brought World slapstick. While grand divas Kath- lusion—"In Xanadu did Cuckoo Kahn, a
wild applause. ^tt]e an(j Jessye Norman were stately Measure nest decree...“ And his

In Landover, there was a big party at dowF on Music Director colleague Tony Komheiser mockingly
the Jericho City of Praise—in the name Leonard Slatkin chose to spend the eve- went for the jugular with a discussion of 
of Jesus—with laser lights, a live band ning ^jjy an{i friends—his wife, local fossils (he began with Sens. Jesse 
and bellowing gospel singers. And just ^^0 Linda Hohenfeld and old Helms and Strom Thumond. and ended 
across the Beltway, at US Airways Are- churrs from his salad days. pianisU Jef- with himself).
na. Ebenezer AME Church drew more frey Siege] an(i Joseph Kalichstein. Slatkn. always a masterful program-
than 10,000 people to its “Holy Ghost
Praise Party “ The old basketball floor
trembled as people rocked in their seats
and sang an old song titled “Can't No-
tx^iy Do Me Like Jesus."

On the Mall, the lineup at the millen­
nium gala was eclectic, to say the least,
too often saddled with a tired variety­
show feeling The combination of pop
heartthrob Usher, looking uncomfort­
able m a tuxedo, with aging folkie Kris
Knstofferson for a rendition of The
Weight’ was the oddest of several odd
pairings during the evening. To add to
the made-for-TV-feeling, the announcer
broke into a powerful rendition of “I’ll
Take You There* by BeBe Winans and
Patti Austin with an inappropriate “Only
on CBS!"

During lulls in the show—and there
were many—Smith hammed it up in
front of the bleachers to the delight of
the ticket-holding crowd. Inexplicably,
producer Quincy Jones failed to use
Smith much beyond the opening and the
dosing, a mistake considering how ad­
ept- the actor is at impromptu crowd­

pleasing.
•Not far from the mall, Billy Taylor pre­

sided in the Kennedy Center's Terrace
Theater as the first century of jazz gave
wav to the third millennium. The sold-

• » t____I I

century in so ng.
The Mall gala often seemed designed

• more for television (on CBS) than for
those who were actually present, as only

■ the 3,000 ticket-holders in the bleachers
near the Lincoln Memorial could actu­ 
ally see the stage. The masses thronged
ardund the Reflecting Pool could see the
performers only on big screens, which at
times—as when Will Smith's “Willenni-
um" video was playing—meant that au­ 
dience members stood in line to see tele­
vision. 

 

Nonetheless, it was probably the first
time Abraham Lincoln got to watch a
“Soul Train’ line. As 30 dancers leapt 
around a stage built for the event. Ins 

 
marble eminence looked on

Smith also got President Clinton to
pump his fist in a “Raise the Roof dance
moment “Yo. bro," he called to the com- British star Tom Jones croons “tt’s Not UnusuaT at the Uncoir. Memorial.
mander in chief.

Thousands of folks hoping to get a National Public Radio, initially found aeveral thousand listeners and a
glimpse of Smith or Trisha Yearwood Taylor leading a septet composed of the passel of journalists This was a very
found themselves light-years away from evening's special guests, including tenor weird concert, weird and wonderful. Un-
the headliners, waiting for at least an saxophonist Stanley Turrentine, vibist like the usual New Year’s Eve concerts
hour to get through security check- Steion Harris, guitarist Russell Malone around the world that model themselves
points. “I don’t mind." said Patrice Haf- and trumpeter Terence Blanchard. The on the famous Vienna New Year’s Day

 ' ‘ ’ band opened with “At la Carousel," an event—dour Viennese soberly listening
upbeat charmer brightened by dashing 10 champagne music from the dead
solos from Taylor and Hams, tempered Strausses—Slatkin gave it a local twist
by the soulful attack of Turrentine and The maestro, who marked the miilen-
Malore and brilliantly illuminated by niuin by conducting the New Year's eve
Blanchard’s brassy fireworks. concert for the first time since he arrived

"Soul Sister," another Taylor composi- at the NSO, announced from the stage
tion, featured the pianist's trio alone on- that he would have none of the usual
stage, conjuring a relaxed, after-hours waltzes: too European, too not Amer- <^00 fans While the first couple to dar.c 
groove punctuated by bassist Chip Jack- ican. Bui he began with music of France.
son’s inventive and invigorating handi- Why? Because he wanted to.
work. Drummer Winard Harper, a new 

-----
■ i-’

;; .

h

work. Drummer Winard Harper, a new The centerpiece of the program was 
member of Taylor’s trio, then used Saint-Saens'"Carnival of the Animals," a 
sticks, mallets, rattlers and bells to ere- collection of fight character sketches de­
ate a festive symphony of percussion on w,ed to a baker’s dozen of nature’s wild 
Taylor s engaging Latin jazz piece Tito- creatures (this is the suite for which the 
ro." The band leader's open suite for pia- universally beloved The Swan" was 
no followed. And though the trio ar- composed). Slatkin dropped the Ogden 
rangement was pared down to the Nash poems that l-ave become attached

stiluted new verses by 14 prominent
elegant essentials, the piece neverthe- to. various movements and sub­

less managed to encapsulate mucn 01 the 1 \ ** ;

companied by pianist Brian Zeger, she and Lne!ae, r ~ ABC News and the Weekly Standard. It
sang a versatile mix of classical anas. Following the second set, the entire was a one-time event, he promised. The 
jazx and spirituals. Combined with her audience was invited to don party garb texts, kept under wraps until the event
noA-earthy. now-velvet tone, her lumi- (provided to each ticket holder) and wel- itself, stole the orchestra's thunder But
nofls stage presence and gracious song C(>r,e ;n rew year at a bash in the that was the point.
introductions clearly transported her au- grand foyer. Post Publisher Donald E. Graham

----------------j a u- Over at the Kennedy Center's Concert stayed above the tray, reminding the au-
Hall, some men wore suits, some wore dience of nobler things. ABC's John Co-

Her most striking numbers were an tuxedos. One man standing outside the chran. who read verses for absentee ver­
sifiers, contributed his own, a 

 philosophical query about the relative
The National Symphony Orchestra's ego size of journalists and conductors.
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Sparks Were Flying Before Fireworks
Concern for Washington Monument Initially Jeopardized l\ri>teiiinics Program
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The idea seemed brilliant.
Washington's millennial celebration on the 

national Mall would of course need fireworks. 
But there were fireworks on the Mall every 
July. How could these be made memorable? 
What would elevate this show above all oth­
ers?

The millennium gala's co-producer, George 
Stevens Jr., found the answer towering right 
in front of him: 555 feet of shimmering stone, 
caged for the moment in repair scaffolding: 
the Washington Monument.

It was perfect.
Might a l&second fireworks countdown, 

or count up, be created to safely ascend the 
hallowed structure right before midnight? 
Absolutely, repbed his fireworks contractor, 
the Long Island pyrotechnics firm of Fire­
works by Grucci.

But when the idea was posed to the Nation­
al Park Service, the monument's steward, the 
answer was a grade-A, government-inspected 
“No way."

The "Midnight Moment"—in which 
1999's final seconds were ticked off by fire­
works ascending the monument’s scaffolding 
in 50-foot increments—almost didn't happen

It grew out of Stevens's suggestion, and 
then survived a delicate, months-long waltz 
involving the advocates of showmanship, py­
rotechnic art and historic dignity that ended 
just days ago.

It weathered the Park Service’s initial no, 
evolved into a program in which three sides 
of the structure would be illuminated, then 
was almost canceled after a congressman 
called it a "desecration" and the Park Service 
got cold feet on Tuesday.

In the end. pyrotechnics were ignited only 
on the west side of the monument, where a 
$60,000, 500-fixit sheet of fireproof protec­
tive plastic had been hung between the stooe 
and the scaffolding.

The fireworks company, which dates to 

19th-century Italy, had 26 pyrotechnists 
working for 15 days to string 135 miles of 
wire and set up scores of Fibergias firing 
"guns' and hundreds of fireworks.

More than 700 cigar-size ‘waterfalls," for 
example, lashed to the monument scaffolding 
three feet apart, were used on the count­
down-leaving the structure fully illuminated 
for about 20 seconds.

Three hundred other small fireworks, ar 
ranged in a line of 100 stands in the Mail's Re­
flecting Pool, made up a simulated fuse pre­
ceding the countdown.

They were followed by a two-minute bar 
raj^t of more than 90 aerial fireworks shot 
from flatbed tractor-trailers east of the monu­
ment, ground-level 40-millimeter roman can­
dles fired north and south of the monument, 
and the ignition of red strobe fights framing 
the monument.

A 50-foot-tall structure facing the Lincoln 
Memorial flashed the number "2000" at mid­
night. The display at the monument lasted 
two or three minutes.

A second, six-minute aerial fireworks dis­
play was fired from two barges in the Poto­
mac River behind the Lincoln Memorial to 
cap the festivities about 1 a m.

The family run Grucci company, which has 
also done fireworks for five presidential inau­
gurations and the centennials of the Statue of 
Liberty and the Brooklyn Bridge, began plan­
ning the show in September in the face of the 
Park Service’s opposition.

They said no," recalled M. Philip Butler, 
the Grucci producer for the show. Then they 
saiil, “What part of no don’t you understand?' 
... It was tough."

Phil Grucci, a vice president of the compa 
ny and the grandson of its American founder, 
added: The first few responses were no, until 
we had an opportunity to really explain and 
present our case."

“Roman candles and fireworks spewing 
out of the top of it, Fm sure, was the first vi­
sion of the people that we proposed it to," he 
sa4
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David EUs, 13, visiting from Indiana, wears 
his year 2000 hat at the Mall celebratran.

cemed that there might be some slight soot. 
or something, which would require the clean­
ing of the whole monument," said Stevens, 
the legendary producer of the Kennedy Cen- , 
ter honors. Mid in an interview Wednesday. •

A solution had to be found, or the count­
down might have to go. I

The program was saved by plastic. The so­
lution was to erect a polyurethane sheet over 
the whole west side of the monument," Ste-. 
vens said, "500 feet."

In addition, the producers agreed to ignite 
the waterfalls only on the monument's pro­
tected west side and to forgo the unprotected 
north and south sides. '

"We all wished to take every precaution to. 
make certain that it was totally safe," Stevens 
said, and to exert "the last full measure of de­
votion to the monument to our founding fa­
ther."

For the Gruccis, “It's an honor for our fami­
ly,' Phil Grucci said. This is one of the major 
benchmarks of our careers, if you will, in the 
pyrotechnics and the fireworks industry.

‘Having the opportunity to do the Amer­
ica's millennium, certainly it’s a moment that 
when you sit down and you speak to your chil­
dren and grandchildren, as the years go on, 
this is one that's going to be one of the high­
lights.'

1 £
B91I

In an interview last month at company 
headquarters in the pine barrens of central 
Long Island, Grucci stressed that they 
planned to work with “the utmost dignity to 
the structure."

‘It’s very important for us not to turn it in­
to a roman candle," he said. "It’s very impor­
tant to the nation that we present this with 
the highest degree of dignity.'

The government finally gave the green 
light for the countdown just three weeks ago. 
Initially, the plan was for the monument to be 
‘wrapped’ in curtains of fireworks on the 
west, north and south sides.

Grucci technicians traveled to Washington 
and quickly wired the monument scaffolding 
on the three sides with hundreds of the mod­
est "waterfall* devices.

The waterfalls were connected with hun­
dreds of yards of pink ‘shock tube," a light­
ning fast fuse made of thin plastic filled with 
powdered explosive. Shock tube can carry a 
spark 6,800 feet per second.

Then, on Dec. 17, Rep. Ralph Regula (R- 
Ohio), chairman of the House subcommittee 
on interior and related agencies, wrote a let­
ter of protest to the White House. Regula 
pointed out that the scaffolding was part of a 
multimillion-dollar effort to refurbish the 
monument's exterior stone work, which 
might be damaged or soiled by the display.

In addition, he wrote, such a fireworks dis­
play would be a “desecration" of “one of the 
most important symbols of the nation's cap­
ital, a monument to the father of our country, 
and a symbol of our patriotism and Democra­
cy.'

At the White House, a millennium gala co­
ordinator Mid all precautions had been taken 
and no problems were anticipated. Grucci 
Mid the waterfalls were too small to be harm­
ful

But the National Park Service was still wor­
ried.

On Monday, the Park Service test fired one 
of the waterfalls at the monument, and didn't 
like the results. The agency "became con- 
\ *
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MALL metal detectors. Lines waiting to
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Security produces long lines for entry
By Jabeen Bhatti 
the Washington TIMES

running the length of the Re-

"This is really cool," said David

see MALL, page A5
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Debbie and Johannes Williams of Silver Spring celebrate along with 
500,000 of their closest friends on the Mall just after midnight.

►

A manmade “sunrise" this 
morning lit up the National Mall as 
tens of thousands of revelers wel­
comed the year 2000 in a glitzy 
celebration bursting with celebri­
ties, costumes, music and foods 
from around the world.

The Lincoln Memorial was the 
focal point of the White House's 
three-hour "America’s Millen­
nium: A Celebration for the Na­
tion" — a $12 million Hollywood- 
produced extravaganza of lights 
and sounds.

Just before midnight, President 
Clinton, in his New Year’s address, 
encouraged all Americans to 
“celebrate the future.”

“When memories outweigh our 
dreams, we become old. It is the
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rap and the smooth strains of the Giampocaro, of Arlington. "I don’t 
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Clinton, flanked by the 19-foot 
statue of Abraham Lincoln

Actor-rapper Will Smith, wear­
ing a zoot suit, kicked off the fes­
tivities with a song-and-dance per­
formance that energized the 
crowd, which enjoyed the outdoor 
gala in the unseasonably warm air 
with little apparent concern for 
terrorist threats.

Other celebrities quickly fol­
lowed, including actor Sam 
Waterston and singers Tom Jones, 
Kenny Rogers, Thsha Yearwood, 
Brian McKmght and John Fogerty.

First lady Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton welcomed the crowd and 
evoked memories of the 1963 civil 
rights march on Washington that 
ended at the Lincoln Memorial: 
"Here we have come again as indi­
viduals with our children in hand 
and by the hundreds of thousands 
to witness and strive for what is 
best in our country and ourselves."

Filmmaker Steven Spielberg de­
buted his 18-minute film montage, 
"The Unfinished Journey," salut­
ing America's role in the past cen­
tury, accompanied by an orches­
tral score by John Williams.

The film, narrated in part by Mr. 
Clinton, actress Ruby Dee and poet 
Maya Angelou, was projected onto 
large screens near the memorial, 
while Mr. Williams conducted a 
symphony orchestra.

D C. police had fenced off the 
Mall for extra security and allowed 
revelers to enter the area only 
through a few sites monitored by

•"' th’’, q
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get onto the Mall last night 
stretched forblocks.

At 9:45 p m., Police Chief 
Charles II. Ramsey saw the crowd 
and stopped his cruiser at 19th 
Street and Constitution Avenue.

Patrick Shamburg of Herndon 
walked up and asked. "Are you the 
chief of police? I can't believe you 
invited us down here and won't let 
us in."

Chief Ramsey replied: "I agree 
with you." He then asked Park Po­
lice to move the folks along —- and 
offered help.

Soon after, a busload of D C. of­
ficers arrived to confront lines that 
stretched for eight blocks.

Mr Shamburg said he and his 
friends had waited in a line that 
didn't move for two hours.

"We just got tired of it and are 
going home to watch on television," 
he said.

By 10.20 p.m., police dropped 
the barriers and allowed party­
goers to enter the Mall without se­
curity checks. The revelers 
swelled the area until it was a 
standing-room-only event.

Police reported that a man was 
killed in the 5300 block of Fifth 
Street NW about 9:15 p m.; other­
wise, there were only a few arrests 
for minor infractions. Few cele­
brants ignored the police ban on 
bringing alcoholic beverages to 
the event.

The rest of Washington was a 
virtual ghost town. Police officers, 
waiting for the Mall crowds to dis­
perse, stood on street corners with 
no cars or pedestrians in sight.

Throughout the District's "Main

iin’

destiny of America to remain for­
ever young We Americans must 
not fear change. Instead, let us 
welcome it, embrace it and create 
it," the president told the throng 
moments before fireworks illumi­
nated the balmy winter sky.

Five children representing dif­
ferent ethnic groups ignited a fuse 
running the length of the Re­
flecting Pool from the Lincoln Me­
morial to the Washington Mon­
ument, which lit up section by 
section as 2000 arrived. Then a 
bank of lights lifted by 175-foot 
cranes created a "sunrise" for the 
new millennium.

"If the story of the 20th century 
is the triumph of freedom, then let 
the 21st century be the triumph of 
freedom wisely used," said Mr.

Revelers make Mall hum 
with no trouble in sight
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Tom Jones performs his hit "It s Not Unusual' with the Lincoln Memorial as a backdrop at the beginning of last night's Mall celebration.
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id heath opportunities for us 
‘'I don’t think that any magic is 

going to happen just because we 
are changing a century,” said Marc 
Stecker, of Manassas. "I am just 
looking to blame anything I can on 
the millennium "

Terrorist threats didn’t keep 
these partiers away Most inter­
viewed said they believed the

i

I:?

It

fcri

S i .

It

t.

i.ir-

jviii

wl■■

*'* J
s.

.It

*»■» &i AH &MM *fe*r
Will Smith was master of ceremonies for the festivities, which many Mall 
visitors had trouble getting near, thanks to light security

warnings were overstated
"I'm not worried,” Steven Hiet- 

pas said "You can’t stop living or 
experiencing out of fear. What’s
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see this much of Constitution Ave­
nue closed in celebration."

Scores of residents and visitors 
strolled Constitution Avenue, stop­
ping in large, white, heated tents to 
sing, dance and be lured to food 
stands by the smells of barbecue 
and jerk chicken.

On the main stage at 12th Street 
NW, a big screen flashed scenes of 
New Year's celebrations around 
the world. Drums rumbled, bells 
clanged and dancers moved to Af­
rican rhythms

Celebrants offered differing 
views about the coming millen­
nium.

*T hope for good tilings for the 
world, that things change for the 
better,said Patrice Dayes, 16, of 
the District. “I also hope Die new 
year brings better job, education 
and heath opportunities for us ”
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going to happen is going to happen 
This celebration is a once-in a- 
lifetime chance."

Earlier yesterday, the Clintons 
and Mayor Anthony A Williams 
started the District’s year-2000 
celebration by showing off the Na­
tional Millennium Time Capsule, 
to be opened in the next century

Hundreds of the nation's most 
celebrated inventors, entertainers 
and industrial leaders contributed 
items to the time capsule, which 
will be housed at the National Ar­
chives.

Around 1:30 p m., the World 
Children’s Choir performed songs 
of peace from around the globe to 
more than 300 from the city’s inter­
national community

The Clintons and Secretary of 
State Madeleine K Albright joined 
the celebration, held in the light 
and airy atrium of the Ronald Rea­
gan Building and International 
Thade Center to salute children 
around the globe.
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At midnight, white fireworks cascaded up the 555-foot Washington Monument, 
sparked by a fuse that ran along the reflecting pool from the Lincoln Memorial.

At the Lincoln Memorial, actor and musician Will Smith hosted the three-hour 
America's Millennium Gala for Clinton and other dignitaries . The show was 
broadcast on giant-screen televisions on the Mall.

Clinton, the first president to bring in a new century since William 
McKinley, stowed 20th century artifacts into a time capsule, including Army dog 
tags and a library card.

BODY:
Mild temperatures and a string of flawless midnight New Year's rollovers 

around the globe enticed tens of thousands to the National Mall for a fireworks 
spectacular ignited by President Clinton to welcome 2000.

For his final speech of the century, Clinton quoted Abraham Lincoln: "Let us 
pledge that the new millennium will bring, in the words of the Great 
Emancipator, 'a new birth of freedom.' "

Throngs of people streamed in by nightfall to find grassy seats on the 
heavily-secured Mall. They choked into long, thick lines through a handful of 
security checkpoints where revelers submitted to searches. At one point, crowds 
on 17th Street pushed through barriers and rushed past police .
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HEADLINE: CHICAGO QUIETLY BIDS 1999 GOODBYE . . . WHILE AN EXUBERANT WORLD 
GREETS 2000;
A BASH HEARD ROUND THE WORLD

"They canceled everything in Seattle, so we're glad to be here," said Todd 
Lucas, 26, a commercial fisherman from Washington state. Seattle may have had 
the grimmest New Year's Eve celebration on the planet, shutting down its 
festivities at 6 p.m. because of security concerns.

Gazing up at the glittering millennial ball, August Diarrassouba, 28, of 
Ivory Coast, was still wondering why so many people would gather outside for 
hours just to watch a ball fall from a skyscraper. "No one knows why," said the 
mystified Diarrassouba, after quizzing some of those jammed in around him.

In the other Washington, the nation's capital, the final countdown was 
punctuated by a rising cascade of lights that worked its way up the Washington 
rlonument, moving one stage higher with each final second of 1999. Fireworks 
exploded from the top of the familiar obelisk in a spectacular finale.

Under the watchful eyes of 8,000 police officers, merrymakers donned shiny 
Mylar hats and waved balloons within a 75-square-block "frozen zone," where 
manhole covers and mailboxes had been soldered shut for security.

"It's like a new beginning," said another New York reveler, Marilyn Shure , 
50, a nurse from Atlanta. "It's like watching the odometer change in the car," 
she added, clearly struggling for a suitable metaphor.

BYLINE: By Lisa Anderson, Tribune Staff Writer.; Tribune correspondents Michael 
Lev in Tokyo; Liz Sly in Beijing; Colin McMahon in Moscow; Paul Salopek in 
Johannesburg; Hugh Dellios in Jerusalem; Tom Hundley in Rome; Ray Moseley in 
London; Paul de la Garza in Mexico City; Laurie Goering in Rio de Janeiro; 
Stevenson Swanson, Julie Deardorff and Pat Cole in New York; Michael Kilian and 
Naftali Bendavid in Washington; V. Dion Haynes in Seattle; and Vincent J. 
Schodolski and Gary Dretzka in Los Angeles contributed to this report.

A chance to celebrate like this comes only once every 1,000 years, and 
Americans made the most of it.

In New York's Times Square, ablaze with the lights of television cameras and 
Lowering electronic billboards, some 2 million people cheered as a sparkling 
Waterford crystal ball dropped at the stroke of midnight and some 4,000 pounds 
of confetti rained onto the square.



In Tokyo, thousands of people filled the streets around Zozoji Temple, one of 
the largest temples and a traditional site to ring in the new year.

An appearance by President Clinton capped a three-hour extravaganza on the 
steps of the Lincoln Memorial dubbed America's Millennium Gala by -the White 
House. Hosted by actor-singer Will Smith, it featured a dazzling array of 
artists, from Bobby McFerrin to Kris Kristofferson.

In Rome, tens of thousands of shivering celebrators from countless countries 
packed into St. Peter's Square, the spiritual epicenter of millenium 
festivities, to receive the pope's New Year's blessing at midnight.

The new year arrived in balmy Rio de Janeiro to a samba beat, as nearly 3 
million Brazilians packed the city’s famed Copacabana neighborhood for what was 
billed as the world's largest party.

At midnight in Moscow a heavy snow fell like sparkling confetti on crowds 
gathered to watch the fireworks blazing over the Kremlin and St. Basil's 
Cathedral in Red Square.

Standing on the Mt. of Olives, gazing at the illuminated Dome of the Rock, 
Perniooe Rohadneier, 26, of Copenhagen said it was all very beautiful, but 
"we're a bit disappointed. The old city wall didn't cave in, and the messiah 
didn't come. But it's OK because we had run out of film, anyway."

On the Pacific Coast in Los Angeles, the famous “HOLLYWOOD" sign in the hills 
above Tinseltown was illuminated for the first time in decades. In Pasadena, 
where preparations for the annual Tournament of Roses Parade went on throughout 
the night, Disney's new film, "Fantasia 2000," premiered, accompanied by a 
midnight display of fireworks timed to live classical music from the movie.

Russia is struggling, but optimism reigned. "It's the Russian mentality," 
said Svetlana Vorobetz, 35. "Things can be really bad, but one still hopes."

For the first time in its 5,000-year history, China witnessed mass 
celebrations of a Western new year. Chinese usually mark the traditional lunar 
new year in February.

As for the close of the 20th century, American historian Arthur Schlesinger, 
celebrating at the White House dinner, may have had the final word: "I'm glad 
it's over."

New York may host the most famous New Year's Eve party in the U.S., but the 
nation's official "It" party unfolded at the White House, where Clinton and 
First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton welcomed a glittering list of America's best, 
brightest and most glamorous.

At midnight, with the crowd counting down the seconds, the bells began to 
ring--108 times to rid man of all the sins and evils Buddhism ascribes to him.

The even more ancient city of Jerusalem was solemn and subdued as midnight 
arrived. Fear of terrorism and a heavy police presence weren't the only factors 
that kept partying to a minimum. Many parties were canceled in Jerusalem, where 
the chief rabbi forbade public celebrations because of the sabbath.

Figures as illustrious as DNA discoverer and Nobel laureate James Watson, as 
creative as poet Rita Dove, as high-flying as septuagenarian astronaut Sen. John 
Glenn and as stupendous as film legend Sophia Loren dined on caviar and lobster.

While all the major European capitals glowed on New Year's Eve, London staged 
the most expensive celebration in Europe. In what Prime Minister Tony Blair 
called "the greatest show on Earth in the year 2000," the city unveiled a
443-foot-high Ferris wheel, called the London Eye, along the Thames, as well as 
a $1.25 billion Millennium Dome entertainment complex, the largest structure of 
its kind in the world.

"To be invited to the White House," said Loren, "my mind went back like a 
flash to the war, when the Americans invaded Italy and liberated us. I came here 
this evening with great, great emotion." .
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President Clinton and first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton played leading roles 
in the public celebrations Friday and early today, while thousands of government 
workers stood guard m virtually every federal agency and department to monitor 
systems against Y2K gremlins.

The program included Muhammad Ali, Bill Russell, Robert Duvall and Diane 
Keaton. At an earlier White House dinner were Robert De Niro, Jack Nicholson, 
Lara Flynn Boyle, Sophia Loren and Carlo Ponti.

As 1999 passed into 2000, Clinton touched off a fuse that sent sparks flying 
across the Reflecting Pool and up the scaffold-surrounded Washington Monument 
for a countdown to the New Year.

The gala at the National Mall drew thousands of revelers on what was, even 
for Washington, a balmy winter respite. Of necessity, the celebration was sober 
as well as enthusiastic. The U.S. Park Police banned all alcoholic beverages on 
the Mall.

The climax of the day's public events was a "millennium gala" at the Lincoln 
Memorial, featuring nationally televised performances by an array of 
entertainers and a special 18-minute film by director Steven Spielberg and 
composer John Williams.

Clinton said there was no better time than rhe new millennium to start a new 
chapter of progress and possibilities for everyone, "no better time to be a 
truly good neighbor to the people of the world who share this smaller' and 
smaller planet."

Powell, who received a standing ovation from more than 1,000 people gathered 
for the opening ceremony, brought a set of military dog tags, inscribed "the 
American GI." Franklin's contribution was a copy of 1868's 14th Amendment to the 
Constitution, which guaranteed Americans equal protection of the laws.

At an opening ceremony sandwiched between two federal buildings just off the 
Mall --a location chosen for maximum security -- the Clintons showed off the 
prototype of a time capsule that will contain artifacts of American life in the 
waning days of the 20th century. It will be scored at the National Archives and 
opened 100 years from now.

The Clintons also hosted a dinner at the White House before traveling to the 
Lincoln Memorial for the $12 million gala.

Symbolic deposits into the capsule were made by, among others, historian John 
Hope Franklin and retired Gen. Colin Powell.

After the opening ceremony, the Clintons moved to the Ronald Reagan 
International Trade Center, which was given over to performances and works of 
art by children from around the world.

BODY:
Fortified against terrorism with the possibly pesky Y2K bug hovering in the 

background, the nation's capital welcomed the new millennium with all the warmth 
and spectacle it could muster.

In the "America's Millennium" official program, the sponsors conceded that 
the U.S. Naval Observatory had stated unequivocally that the third millennium 
starts not in 2000, but on Jan. 1, 2001.

• "Even so," it said, "most Americans and much of the world will focus on the 
flip of the calendar from '99 to '00. . . . Greeting a new millennium is a
once-in-a-thousand years experience. . . . Let's make the celebration last!"

"As the calendar carries us ever forward from our nation's birth, let us 
pledge that each year we will be closer to this, our founding principle," 
Clinton said. "Let us pledge that the new millennium will bring, in the words of 
the Great Emancipator, 'A new birth of freedom.' "
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As Clinton spoke, the new year had already arrived in Asiawithout significant 
incident or disruption. As the hours passed without incident, the mood relaxed 
and confidence rose and the Clintons prepared for a boisterous celebration.

A CHORUS OF HELLOS. President Bill Clinton greets members of 
the New Millennium Chorus yesterday during thhe opening ceremony of the " 
America's Millennium" celebration.

The president, taking his cue from the song "Rising Like the Sun," performed 
by a special children(s choir, ad-libbed for a cheering crowd of about 4,000: 
"Their voices are living proof that the light may be fading on the 20th Century, 
but the sun is still shining on America." From the sidewalks of the city, to the 
expansive atrium of the Reagan International Trade Center, to a lavish White 
House dinner, and finally to a planned midnight entertainment and fireworks 
spectacular on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, the nation's host in chief 
balanced a tribute to past accomplishments with anticipation for the next 
century.

Washington-Surrounded by Hollywood celebrities and children from around the 
world. President Bill Clinton confidently led the nation's capital into a new 
century yesterday.

Yet on this night, I am struck not only by what has changed, but by what 
endures: our freedom, our faith, our ceaseless pilgrimage toward the ideals of 
our fathers."

For the public, the highlight would occur around midnight, when Clinton was 
to join the entertainment extravaganza in front of the Lincoln Memorial 
featuring a film by Stephen Spielberg and music composed by John Williams. 
Just before midnight, Clinton planned to welcome the new year with a tribute to 
Lincoln.

"This is a unique moment in our calendar-but it is also a unique moment for 
our country," he said, opening the city's weekend festivities. "Our social 
fabric is on the mend. We're moving forward on America's remarkable journey 
toward a more united nation, a more just society and a more perfect union." 
First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, who over the past two years has directed 
preparations for the celebration, presented a steel, copper and titanium time 
capsule that will be displayed at the Smithsonian Institution over the next 
year, then closed and stored at the National Archives for a century.

LOAD-DATE: January 1, 2000
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Yesterday, retired Gen. Colin Powell presented a military dog tag in the name 
of ''The American GI'' and John Hope Franklin, who had chaired the White House 
Commission on Race, placed a copy of the 14th Amendment guaranteeing equal 
protection under the law to all Americans, in the capsule.
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Parties for All, at Home or on Mall
Fireworks to Dazzle, Delight
Pyrotechnics Prepared for Monument
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It should be way better than 
the ball.

The last 10 seconds to 2000 
will be counted down, or rather 
up. tonight in a spectacular pyro­
technic display of light that will 
ascend the Washington Monu­
ment. fracture the midnight sky 
and be visible for miles.

A simulated "fuse," consisting 
of a line of 100 separate fire­
works positions suspended three 
feet above the Reflecting Pool, 
will he ignited hy President Clin 
ton and a group of children from 
the floor of the Lincoln Memori­
al—the focus of the evening s en­
tertainment gala - and signal the 
start of the monument count 
down.
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Then, using hundreds of cigar­
sized pyrotechnics lashed to the 
monument's scaffolding. Fire­
works by Grucci, the venerable 
Long Island fireworks firm, will 
sheath the 555-foot monument 
step-by-step in ten 50-foot seg­
ments of glittering white light 
At the climax of Washington's 
"Midnight Moment,* the monu­
ment will he almost fully illumi­
nated for 20 seconds.

Next will come a barrage of ae­
rial fireworks shot from three 
flatbed tractor-trailers east of 
the monument; the ignition of 
hanks of ground level 4ft milli­
meter Roman candles north and 
south of the monument, and the 
firing ot scores of red strobe 
lights framing the obelisk
$<-.• I till WOItkS. M.Col I
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Pyrotechnists Bob Citko, left, and 
Matt Carrara load Gnicci fireworks.
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Firfeworks Producer Predicts the Mall Will Beat ‘the Ball’
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1. The “Fuse": A series 
of fireworks 
electronically linked 
together are triggered 
from the Lincoln
Memorial This "fuse," 
made of groups of 
Roman candles, runs 
the length of the 
Reflecting Pool.
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mac River will probably be near 
the Iwo Jima Memorial or Lady 
Bird Johnson Park.

Many local roads will be

In addition, a 50-foot tall 
structure bearing the number 
“2000" and facing the Lincoln 
Memorial will be switched on at 
midnight and will then flash on 
and off.

The Midnight Moment will be 
brief, lasting about two or three 
minutes, but “inspiring," said 
George Stevens Jr., the co-pro- 
ducer of the America’s Millenni­
um extravaganza.

As for New York’s legendary 
ball—“The ball’s going to be 
blown away," said M. Philip But­
ler, the Grucci producer for the 
Washington show. “I won't hype 
it beyond the obvious."

A second six-minute aerial 
fireworks display over the Lin­
coln Memorial is scheduled to 
follow 50 minutes of post-mid- 
night entertainment, capping 
the evening's festivities about 1

3. Strot 

monuri
strobe
display

’ 1

closed on both sides of the river, 
though, and access to many 
viewing spots may be only via 
Metro or on foot.

The monument countdown is 
a stroke of sheer coincidence, 
fireworks producers have said. 
Had the scaffolding—which was 
erected as part of a S5 million ex­
terior stonework restoration 
project—not been in place, such 
a show would not have been pos­
sible.

Stevens is generally credited 
with coming up with the idea of

Ui

the scaffolding, to protect the 
stone from soot.

The Grucci company, which 
helped put on the fireworks dis­
plays at the centennials of the 
Statue of Liberty and the Brook­
lyn Bridge, won't say exactly 
how much the show, which is be­
ing funded by private donations, 
is costing.

It’s in the “high six figures," 
Butler said, and is believed to he 
the most expensive fireworks 
show being staged for the millen­
nium.
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That display will be launched
from special barges that will be from all sides," Butler said of the 
anchored in the Potomac River pyrotechnic display. “It has a lot 
just west of the Lincoln Memori­
al.
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an illuminated monument 
“count up," though he said this 
week. “Victory has many fa­
thers.”

Even with the scaffolding, 
there have been complaints that 
fireworks on the monument are 
potentially dangerous and dam­
aging to the national treasure.

White House and Grucci offi­
cials say all precautions have 
been taken, and Stevens said 
Wednesday that a giant sheet of 
plastic has been erected on the 
Monument's west face, behind

8W

of wander to it.”
Some prime viewing spots be-

The best place to see the yond the Mall are expected to be 
whole show will be the Mall, Meridian Hill Park at 16th and 
which is expected to be ground W streets in Northwest Wash­
zero for tens of thousands of rev- ington; the Jefferson Memorial; 
elcrs assembled to party and wel- the U.S. Capitol; Hains Point; 
come the next 10 centuries. and West Potomac Park. Good

But the countdown should be vantage points across the Poto- 
visible from any locale where the
monument can be glimpsed.

"It’s going to have some over­
lap, and it’s going to be visible

2. Monument countdown: The "fuse" 
signals a chain reaction from the 
bottom to the top of the 
monument s west face, counting 
out the final 10 seconds of 1999. 
Spaced in 50-foot increments, 
clusters of waterfall fireworks are 
connected by Shock Tube, a 
powdered explosive that ignites 
at a speed of 6,000 feet per 
second.
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New Year’s Pyrotechnic Countdown

Seconds before the new year begins, a chain of fireworks along the Reflecting .
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want to tee haw big you can dream. And this is big," Jones says.
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George Stevens Jr. and Quincy Jones scope out their New Year's tva production. “Sometimes you

« 1 .
.. 'Mi • ■■•

‘4J .■” ’

I

’'■ r ..-■ -i

Lr

fest-
■'J" *?'' '

M0

Hi

= a s SJ&5® a-“
LIJb

$•£ 8S.-S85

»K-

?.

.!

’ 'Sl

I
•» t 1

f f K ■a 11

A.

“"■T-h
t

p-a 
. I -r 

I s o|

HherilOi

t

iV,;‘,lL‘'

^-•v-S2 ‘Sms lilh

3 Pip

ihhi
Phi?

c.2* «§

liiqviirio

?=2?32-~i.ii!§22Si



Riffirg With Quincy
JONES, from Cl

still.

There's the im?e of Quincy, 
the cool Q, the yjng Q, the Q 
seen in black-and-viite, clutching 
his horn to his che; as a cigarette 
dangles from his ps, a haze of 
smoke misting ovehis pretty-boy 
face.

Back in the day. he was a devo­
tee of healthful living, sweaty ses­
sions of Bikram yoga and sushi. 
But never mind all that Right 
now, what he’d really like is some 
ham hocks and salami.

Greasy food. Really-bad-for-you 
food.

Because, hey, when you’ve got a 
show to pull out of thin air, you’ve 
gotta have sustenance.

-Where can 1 get some soul 
food around here? I've been feel­
ing like I’m homeless.*

The week of the show, Jones is 
on the phone in his makeshift of­
fice just outside the Lincoln Me­
morial. where the New Year's Eve 
gala will take place. He’s talking 
to South Africa, trying to nail 
down Nelson Mandela for the 
show. No need for him to fly in, 
but how about wishing the United 
States “Happy New Millennium­
via satellite?

Mandela’s people promise to 
get back to him. He hangs up. and 
the fax machine spits out pages 
upon pages of the score from his 
hip-hop hybrid hit, “Stomp!"

“This is great," Jones says. 
“This is just great. Fm so excited."

In the show, he explains, the 
song will introduce the drum­
dance ensemble Stomp!, which he 
says was named after his song.

It’s another example of things 
coming full circle, a notion that he 
likes.

Four days until showtime and 
he’s still looking for some local 
rappers to fill out the hip-hop quo­
tient and he really can’t tell you 
just what Robert De Niro and Kris 
Kristofferson are going to do, but 
Q is playing it cool.

He doesn’t believe in the “paral­
ysis of analysis," preferring in­
stead the rush of deadlines, that 
gun-to-the-head feeling that forces 
you to “write from your belly but­
ton."

Which means sleep gets short 
shrift. Fine by him. If you’re sleep­
ing, he says, the muses will pass 
you by, on down the street to 
someone more receptive to their 
charms.

His is the classic case of the 
workaholic artist, living the life of 
a man so absorbed in the process 
of creation that he doesn’t look up 
until his lovers have moved on and 
his children are grown.

“I substituted my need for a 
mother with music," Jones says. 
*If I had a great family. I’d prob­
ably be a sad musician."

To that end, he's spent much of 
his romantic life hooking up with 
a succession of glamorous 
blondes, including actresses Peg­
gy Lipton and Nastassja Kinski. 
The relationships, which resulted 
in seven children ranging in age 
from forty-something to 7. inevi­
tably broke up, casualties of his 
career. This time around he's 
spending his time with Lisette De- 
rouaux, an ebony-haired, olive­
skinned publicist of Zairean-Bel­
gian-Portuguese descent.

They met four years ago at the 
Montreux Jazz Festival.

First we were friends, De- 
rouaux says.

"Then we became better 
friends," Jones says, beaming like 
a man who just won the lottery.

Derouaux is wise beyond her 
years, Jones says, *28 going on 
50."

ing from Bird’s hoi.
In other words, juincy Delight 

Jones Jr. is a motonouth.
But then he’s £ a lot to talk 

about. This is a rm who’s spent 
his life amassing major musical 
portfolio, workingn his award- 
winning. nearly 9-year career 
with everyone frorMichael Jack- 
son to Sarah Vauian to Count 
Basie and Frank Siitra.

And along the vy he's seen it 
all: The gangster ife in Al Ca­
pone’s Chicago. Lring his moth­
er to mental illne. Dining on 
naked ‘rats and fril greens" as a 
hungry kid growir up in Chica­
go, and then Seatt. Playing pol­
kas with a ver young Ray 
Cliarles. and thenaking on jazz 
with Charlie Parke Miles Davis 
and Lionel Hampn. Watching 
Billie Holiday seHestruct. Suf­
fering through thie failed mar­
riages. Surviving to brain aneu­
rysms that have It him with a 
metal plate in himead. holding 
things together. Srmounting a 
nervous breakdow and a couple 
of near-death exeriences and 
coining through te oilier side, 
convinced that lif is ... “Awe­
some! Just awesom"

These days, hean’t seem to 
contain that muctexperience in 
the narrow confineof a recording 
studio. In fact, he asn’t released 
a CD of original nordings since 
“Q's .look joint" ’95. Instead 
he’s turned his attition to large- 
scale endeavors, fnn overseeing 
a multimedia conany to foun­
ding Vibe magazin to producing 
the Oscars and CLton’s inaugu­
ral fete to his last effort, co­
producing the Whi House's New 
Year’s Eve celebition, “Amer­
ica's Millennium."

“It's going to : a smoking 
night," jones says*Almost any­

thing we can corrive, we can 
achieve. Sometime you want to 
see how big you a dream. And 
this is big."

But big is whahe does. At 
heart he’s a conduor who relish­
es pulling togethethe disparate 
components of symphony, 
smoothing over te discordant 
notes until they’re 11 on key. Do­
ing his bidding.

“You have to ke the people 
you’re working wh enough to 
dig and probe." 1 says. “Then 
you have to creat the environ­
ment so that they ave no choice 
but to give it up. \u hit that but­
ton. The emotion »tion."

Most of the timihe chooses to 
ignore “no." As hchael Jackson 
once attested. “I »ld him that I 
had something bul didn’t want 
to play it for him. Ad so he forced 
me to drive to my buse, he forced 
me to get the engber and do the 
song. I was there s ging my heart 
out to this song, ad when it was 
over, he just lov< it He said, 
That was just th'song that we 
were looking for. It was 'Beat 
It.’*

And then there the other Q, 
the cuddly Q. the (who is poised 
on the edge of a nw century: the 
66-year-old grandfsher who’s giv­
en to wearing sued bucks, gabar­
dine slacks and aireppy V-neck 
sweater, a tiny gd hoop in his 
right ear the onlyietrayal of his 
hipster roots. Themce-sleek bel­
ly has expanded nto a gentle 
paunch, pads of fasoften hooded 
eyes. Time change things. Time 
changeshim.

_ She dotes and she coos, plying 
him with a concoction of echina­
cea and Snappie for his cold, urg­
ing him to eat the smoked-salmon 
sandwich that she’s brought just 
for him. He stubs his finger; she 
picks it up and kisses it.

Quincy soaks up the love, melt­
ing into mellow mush. And for a 
little while, the motonnouth is...
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“A lot of what I do comes from 
me being a writer," Stevens says.

-.1
A

well. And he’s got the pictures in 
his office to prove both connec­
tions: There he is, hanging out on 
the set of "Giant" with Lil Taylor

  

The Production     

Of a Millennium
ByTaaxBAWun   

      

 Fot/wngton Port Staff WnUr

e«Mya StovaM, wtth cc prodtar Qetney
George Stevens Jr. is no longer a itier after his writing-directing-

A--

Place in the Sun." He’s a Holly- "America’s Millennium.’ In fact, 
wood native who’s been in this this whole millennium celebration 
business for a very long time. nSing came about when Stevens sat 
writing, directing and producing next to Hillarv Rodham Clinton at 
films and TV shows. At 67, he’s
also a naturalized Washingtonian
who’s been in and around the

pl

nvhat are you doing New Year’s. hc-s t0 be terrific and

add something to the show."
Grab him in an interview, and 

he’s got his back up, wary and 
defensive. But then he gets going

"The phrase that stuck was to do 
something ’entertaining and enno­
bling/ * Stevens says. "You realize 
it’s an extraordinary moment, go­
ing from one century to the next 
... One would have to be cynical 
not to have feelings about our 
democracy on this night"

Bi

George
Stevens’s

AH.
Suggest that the evening is 

geared more toward boomers than 
the younger set and Stevens bris­
tles.

"Will Smith?" he says, throwing 
out names as evidence of Gen-X
credentials. "Usher? Fm not at 

turned to the first lady^and asked. home pUying Usher records. But I 

business of politics a long time as

He couldn’t resist the challenge
of putting on a puD-out-aD-the- 
stope production on the most

’ . • £ /■
* T?—.- „

I

^or just a minute, the

?-1 J dock is pushed back,
S * and there’s no such  
g thing as this impending

-hL millennium, no such
thing as deadlines and divas and 
no-it-can’t-wait faxes.

The construction scaffolding I

Never mind that he’s George "Someone told me once, 'You’re a 

Stevens Jr., and not the Sr. who’s historian.’ It colors what I do." 
known for directing such classic Indeed, the idea of making histo- 
flicks as "Giant," "Shane" and "A ry inspired him to get involved in

rrtucwKWm-M xbi

“Sonwon* toM me Mie*. Ta’r* a historian.’ It e©*or» what I ds." 
bration and this great country of 
ours and, well, he gets all misty- 
eyed.

He’s a seemingly unassuming 
man whose office passes out a 
41-page bio to the press. He’s a 
behind the-scenes man who’s 
made a career of supporting the 
arts more than creating them. Not 
that he sees things that way. 

"Creating is what I epjoy, wheth­
er' it’s creating the Film Institute, 
which is a lot like making a movie, 
or when I was in the government 
creating nearly hundreds of films 
that Fm actually still very proud of. 
Your question leads me into an 
immodest description of myself. 
There’s the Kennedy Center 
Honors, where Fm figuring out 
what’s going to be on the stage. 

"My real satisfaction is creating 
things that engage people. And if 

* they're good enough, they’ll be 
around for people to see. My appe­
tite has never been to be a person- ‘ 
aHty."

He points to his horoscope— 
he’s an Aries—hanging on the’

harried co-producer of the Y2K p producing turn with the TV mini­
gala to end all Y2K galas. Instead, series "Separate but Equal." Then
he’s morphed into the lord of the there are the photos of the Clin-
country manor, out for a stroll with tons and the Kennedys. And more
his faithful companion. Samantha, photos of Bobby Kennedy. (Ste-
an English springer spaniel vens’s wife, Liz. serves as trustee

You can almost see the mist of the Robert F. Kennedy Founda-
drifting off the moors. tion and worked on President Clin-

Except that there’s this security ton’s 1992 campaign.)
guard who’s frantically waving his He started out working with his
arms. He’s waving his arms and dad on "A Place in the Sun."
he’s yelling. "Giant," "The Diary of Anne

AtStnens. Frank" and “The Greatest Story
The waving arms are accompa- Ever Told." At 30, he was tapped

nied by a question: to run the U.S. Information Agen-
'Who are you?" Gy’s motion picture division, where
So Stevens tells him—like, hey, he oversaw the production and

he’s the guy running this thing— distribution of 300 documentaries
and suddenly the guard is all apolo- each year. Later, he helped create
gies and just-doing-my-job. the American Film Institute, where

“I don’t have too much pull he served as director for more than
here," Stevens tells a visitor. And 12 years.
grins. George Stevens Jr. is nothing if

His grin is the satisfied smile of not connected.
a man who knows he’s got juice— Those connections hold him in
especially when it comes to the good stead each year when he puts
White House’s New Year’s Eve together the Kennedy Center
shindig, "America’s Millennium,’ Honora. (The Honors earned him
to be held tonight at the Lincoln an Emmy, although critics have
Memorial. Never mind the win- accused the show of pandering to
dowless office in an obscure corner the lowest common denominator: Battle. An 18-minute film by "Circumstances turn in your fa-
of the Kennedy Center, where ev- TV, rather than art) And those Spielberg chronicling the high- selective. Imprint style,
ery year he heads up the Kennedy connections helped him pull in lights of the century, accompanied initiative; let others know

-——------------------------—,•—yuumeau uusmess wiicii you say, 1,

ing hands upon marching bands. de9eTVC VCTy nothing

gaping tourists trekking through that he wrote, directed and pro- the evening's host A parade of
the Mall were trying to get next to duced: "George Stevens: A Film- celebrities: Robert De Niro. Diane
Stevens’s far more famous c»pro- maker's Journey." Keaton. Kris Kristofferson. Usher,
ducers—Steven Spielberg and "A lot of what I do comes from Luther Vandross. John Fogerty.

Quincy Jone*.  me being a writer," Stevens says. Trisha Yearwood. Tom Jones.
Kenny Rogers. Bono. Muhammad

Stevens’s buddy Quincy Jones
(Stevens calls him "Q") came on
board, as did Spielberg. And aa
they planned for the event, Stevens
and Jones rode around Washing­
ton, imagining what could be.
They stopped at the Mall, and
stood on the steps of the Lincob
Memorial and said, “Why not?”

These are, after all men who
know how to orchestrate grand
moments. And they figured that
ringing in the New Millennium
under the watchful gaze of Abra­
ham Lincoln would be the grand­
daddy of all grand moments.

To that end, there will be foot­
age of Marian Anderson singing in
her famous Lincoln Memorial con­
cert, followed by a performance by
two present-day African American
divas, Jessye Norman and Kath-

 WIV   leen Battle. An 18-nunute film by <■—
of the Kennedy Center, where ev- TV. rather than art5 And those Spielberg chronicling the hi^i- selective. Imprint style.

Center Honors. Never mind that at luminaries like Warren Beatty and by a John Williams score. March- mean business when you say, 1
an outdoor news conference for John Huston for a valentine of a L “J‘ —,-J— 1 -
"America’s Millennium,* all the documentary about his father’s life Dancers boogying with Will Smith, i
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Security, Computers
Readied for Real Test
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By Susan Levine 
and David Montgomery
IFiwhincten Post Staff Vriters

havoc on power, telephones and 
other aspects of modem life. 
_ Shoppers stocked up, nonethe- 

Ytsftors at the Lincoln Memorial last evening look toward the east end of the Reflecting Pool, where the 

Illuminated ‘‘1999’’ will change to “2000" tonight as fireworks ascend and light the Washington Monument

I

I

From the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial to Hie aisles of a Bur­
tonsville grocery store and the 
emergency operations headquar­
ters in Fairfax County, dress re­
hearsals for both celebration and 
disaster filled the final hours of 
preparation yesterday for the 
most anticipated New Year's Eve 
of this or any millennium.

Government agencies and pri­
vate companies alike tested com­
puter programs yet again to make 
sure their systems recognize the 
new calendar's double-nought as 
2000—averting, they hope, any 
Y2K crashes that could wreak

ticed repeatedly yesterday, de­
spite the actor-singer's afternoon 
absence.

And police forces, already on 
heightened alert because of secu­
rity concerns, reviewed their 
preparations for the tens of thou­
sands of people expected on the 
Mall and the major crowds likely 

.to be lured to numerous other 
public celebrations across the 
Washington region. District offi­
cials even have a new mobile com­
mand center, equipped with infra­
red camera, generators and 
satellite phones, capable of re­
sponding to such catastrophes as 
riots or terrorist attacks.

*We are definitely taking a lot

Set CELEBRATION. A21. Col. 1

------- less, just to be safe. Some local 
grocery storesand gas stations re­
ported higher than usual business 
but assured customers that tlieir 
inventories are not depleted.

Performers from Don McLean 
to Kathy Mattea rehearsed tlieir 
numbers on the massive outdoor 
stage that the Lincoln Memorial 
has become, a scene of organized 
chaos of musicians, set-builders, 
cables, cameras and squealing mi­
crophones that tonight will jell in­
to a kaleidoscopic extravaganza 
of sound and light

“Ladies and gentlemen, your 
host for America’s Millennium, 
Will Smith!* the announcer prac-



Singers, Systems Awaiting Tonight’s Tests New Year’s Performances
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high C’s. the clashing chords of 
■‘Also Sprach Zarathustra* and the 
percussive parade of the Broadway 
show “Stomp" will carry nearly to 
the Washington Monument.

“ This is the place to be if you're 
going to be anywhere," Jones told 
reporters. Asked if this was how he 
had envisioned the century’s end. 
the 59 year-old veteran entertainer 
cracked, “It's good just to be here, 
to still be alive at this point "

Minutes later. Kris Kristofferson 
laughed off the notion that anyone
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At the state's emergency opera­
tions center in Reistertown, repre­
sentatives from more than 30 fed­
eral. state and nonprofit agencies 
drilled once more with software de­
signed to track any possible prob­
lem. Still, the day was one of rela­
tive leisure. Even Y2K information 
hot lines were quieter than usual.

Some restless county leaders hit 
the streets, however. Howard 
County Executive James N. Robey 
(D), a former police chief, toured 
public buildings and emergency 
centers in a spot inspection of 
county preparedness. Montgomery 
County officials deployed portable 
stop signs in case of power mal­
functions.

At the Burtonsville Giant, Noble 
and Denise Jolley lay in supplies. “I 
think there are only going to be 
sporadic problems, but you never 
know," she said, glancing at the 
five gallons of water and 24 rolls of 
toilet paper in their cart. “With five 
teens in my house, you can't take a 
lot of chances.”

Those worries aside, this is a 
New Year's Eve fraught with com­
plications—the most contentious 
of which is the mathematical reali­
ty that, zeroes or not, 2000 is one 
year shy of a new millennium.

But few have paid attention to 
that distinction, and hotels and 
special events have promoted it to 
the hilt, with prices to match. Since 
Thanksgiving, numerous celebra­
tions have been scaled back or 
scrapped, including, this week, a 
huge affair at MCI Center and a 
turn-of-the-century masquerade 
ball that was to have been part of 
the Maryland city of Frederick's 
ringing-in. According to a USA To- 
day/CNN/Gallup Poll released 
yesterday, nearly three-fourths of 
Americans still had no special 
plans (or tonight.

With some, blame procrastina­
tion. In the Washingion area, nu­
merous businesses that specialize 
in catering, limousines and baby­

if precautions." said Sgt. Rob Mac­
lean of the U.S. Park Police, which 
.vill deploy hundreds of officers for 
he Lincoln Memorial extravagan­

za. State Department alerts in re­
cent weeks have warned about pos­
sible terrorist threats both abroad 
and at home, but MacLean 
stressed. “We do not have any spe­
cific threats for this event or gny 
monument."

An equal show of D.C. police 
force will be evident at the city's 
two-day block party along Consti­
tution Avenue NW. and some of 
those officers were kept busy yes­
terday responding Io three sep­
arate bomb alarms. All were false.

The first occurred about 6:40 
a.m. when bomb-sniffing dogs do­
ing a routine check of the Ronald 
Reagan Building and International 
Trade Center signaled the possible 
presence of explosive chemicals. At 
3:30 p.m.. police searched the Ad­
ams National Bank branch at 
Union Station because of a letter 
saying a bomb had been placed 
there. Half an hour later, a report of 
a suspicious package at Chevy 
Chase Pavilion forced evacuation 
of that shopping center and the 
nearby Mazza Gallerie, as well as 
closing several blocks of Wisconsin 
Avenue during rush hour.

“These fake threats are some­
thing that we, unfortunately, know 
we are going to have to spend a lot 
of time looking into over the next 
few days," said Officer Kenny Bry­
son, a police spokesman. “We don't 
want to alarm people, but we have 
to look into each one.”

For the most part, though, the 
penultimate countdown focused on 
the future.

“Everything we have done is 
ready," said Quentin Banks, 
spokesman for the Mary land Emer­
gency Management Agency. “We 
are just waiting for the time to 
come upon us."

Capt. Tom Walezyk, a dentist 
with the Navy, strolled over from 
his nearby office—-and will return 
tonight.

“This is the essence of America.” 
he said. “To be able to touch and 
see this... . It's got all the lights, 
the actors, the music, the volume. 
It epitomizes gung-ho America."

Jennifer Schonberger, 16, a ju­
nior at West Springfield High, felt a 
little disappointed that she 
couldn't get closer to the stars on 
stage. But just approaching ground 
zero of millennial hubbub made the 
trip worthwhile for her and her 
mother, Farideh.

Not that the Schonbergers will 
be grooving on the Mall tonight. 
They have a party scheduler} with 
friends.

Program organizers say they are 
expecting 101),000 revelers, 
though since this New Year’s gala 
is a first, they have no real way of 
estimating the turnout. Four large 
screens are in place on the west 
and south sides of the Reflecting 
Pool, which is how the real-people 
crowd will see most of the action. A 
sizable contingent of VIPs, includ­
ing the president and first family, 
will enjoy up-close seats and 
bleachers.

The public must enter the area 
through four gates on Constitution 
Avenue. Independence Avenue and 
17th Street, and anyone is subject 
to a search by Park Police. Security 
measures will force closure of the 
Last Firebase, a camouflage- 
painted kiosk near the foot of the 
Lincoln Memorial where veterans 
sell souvenirs and keep hope alive 
for comrades missing in action. 
Their vigil has continued nonstop 
since 1986, but tonight, per U.S. 
Secret Service orders, they'll shut 
from 9 p.m. until the president de­
parts.

As yesterday’s dry run of the 
nearly $13 million spectacle 
proved, the croonings of Lorn 
Jones, Kathleen Battle's soaring
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The “America’s Millennium Gala'' at the Lincoln 
Memorial tonight features nearly 500 singers, 
musicians and dancers. The tentative lineup and 
schedule of the three-hour show includes:

9:58 p.m. National Anthem,
Bobby McFerrin

10:01 p.m. Opening. Will
Smith.

10:18 p.m. Tom Jones. Kenny
Rogers, Foreigner, Don
McLean.

10:23 p.m. Welcome, Hillary
Rodham Clinton.

10:27 p.m. Trisha Yearwood
and Brian McKnight.

10:33 p.m. Avery Brooks.

10:40 p.m. Kathy Mattea.
Luther Vandross. Mark
O'Connor, Kris Kristofferson.
Usher. BeBe Winans. Patti
Austin.

10:45 p.m. Jack Nicholson.
John Fogerty. Vernon Reid.
Slash. Nathan East. Greg
Phillinganes, Kenny Aronoff.
Edgar Winter.

11:01p.m. Kathleen Battle,
Jessye Norman, the
Symphonic Choir. Bobby
McFerrin

11:12 p.m. Mary Tyler Moore,
Brian Stokes Mitchell, the
Savion Glover Tappers.
Michel Bell. Renee Fleming.

should be worried about seqipty; 
during the evening. “I hav^^oy, 
cerns about breathing." said^h^, 
singer-songwriter, 63. “I’m an^l^i 

man. I have concerns about, ^ipg,, 
hit by a car. I don't live in 
terrorists."

Ll“
Staff writers Rajiv ) (j

Chandrasekaran, Stephen Qq,
Fehr, Raja Mishra, Tracey , /j-jiwu 
Reeves, Michael D. Shear, vj

11 ox and Scott Wilson
contributed to this report.
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11:31 p.m. The Unfinished g,, (

sitters found themselves besieged 
this week for last-minute assis­
tance.

At White House Nannies Inc. of 
Bethesda, the calls in the last few 
days became increasingly urgent, 
according to Mary K. I.yddane, di­
rector of temporary services.

“It's been pretty busy," Lyddane 
said between efforts to aid several 
hotels in locating sitters for their 
guests. “We've been able to place 
some sitters, but we’re still work­
ing on getting help for other fami­
lies."

One nanny was able to negotiate 
a lucrative deal with a couple who 
plan to celebrate the New Year by 
staying out all night. For a flat fee 
of $600, she will arrive at their 
home this afternoon to feed her 
charges dinner. She then will spend 
the night, get up with the children 
and feed them breakfast.

Other families have planned a 
celebration to include young and 
old alike. Edwin Jesiolowski, a 
Haddonfield. N.J.. architect, 
should be arriving in Washington 
this afternoon with 19 relatives 
and friends, including eight chil­
dren, all pumped about the fantas­
tical fireworks finale promised on 
the Mall at midnight.

“My wife is a fireworks nut.” he 
said earlier this week, explaining 
why he had called Fireworks by 
Grucci, the Long Island pyrotech­
nics company doing the show, to 
determine the premier place to be 
Dec. 31.

“They said, ‘If you want the best 
of the best that we've ever done, go 
to Washington.' " So. he recounted, 
“I told my wife, ‘We’re going to 
Washington.’"

Some of what Jesiolowski and 
crew will get, well before the clock 
strikes 12. was on display yester­
day afternoon, to the delight of an 
impromptu audience of hundreds 
who strained to see celebrity per­
formers during an extended re­
hearsal.

11:31 p.m. The Unfinished ,1 
Journey" by Steven
Spielberg, music by John hi>| (1 
Williams, readings by Ruby n W1
Dee. Ossie Davis, Sam ibhuti . 
Waterston, Nathan and mod i 1 
Evelyn Hoffman, Rita Dove, <» 1 
Robert Pinsky. Edward James,, -i , 
Olmos.

11:59 p.m. “Millennium
Address" by President 
Clinton.

Midnight Fireworks and 
music.
12:02 a.m. U.S. Army Heralc|,| 

Trumpets. Symphonic Choir,, 
World Children's Choir, Briap,L, 
McKnight. Luther Vandross, 
Trisha Yearwood. Kathleen 
Battle. Renee Fleming. JessyBq 
Norman, the Garrett Gospel . 
Choir. rj

12:16 a.m. Bono and Daniel I' i»n 
Lanois. qiosc
12:35 a.m. Broadway cast ol* '■ 

"Stomp."

12:52 a.m. Fireworks finale 
and song medley.
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Corauunontanue: 
te A.M. - MMnv Btatatat

The District
Of Columbia 
Celebration

-By Larry Fox
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.Mayunta.wi 

Smith, Maya Aonata 

■itartttal
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I V

lxl>Ml-Phy«eistt*Wi 
GeryNrnlwIc Mtd Plwltp Momsor, 
2 Dr<dD« WrMe. 16-yur-oM
H*»ry MeQu^d. md MlT docttx.l 
“2?°^ * v«^*wr. -Whrt-x
n Vour htfur.7* 
lOb RM - CMH Ujrtrt Ym. 
Vt4>n»» Grosvenor and Rai: Jib.mT1 
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LAt/atwrestriAt tmHkgOTcc) tnmtut. 

liM RM — Computer 
•rnrtpreneur/ 
MIT orofmoot ft.y Kurrwe.l dtacusMs 

tor OuaaM CMrol m Pwwrtior 
Awm -Ar. kuwn Endvw'rtr 

Saturday

?Kfc*S?SZr.-'*- —'
NATIONAL MUSEUM 
OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

*'XIU>rtum. Uth Sinn

Friday

202/357-17^j.'

The Khedule of events:

NATIONAL MUSEUM 
OF NATURAL HISTORY

BaMAuMorta. lOWSwrw 
utltuknAxm. NW (MMro. tadwit

»»n»n«ot h "I B«n«nb« | ■
io* UM - Author/uunr.™ O.vM 

•*"<>■* P-Uta ‘ 
• ’* — ChiUtr.n s author/ 
XtatMo, Ytta Hm on -A Harluo. Ih 
h>et>x«A Worth-

Saturday

^■tanoowaWtaw WMwma. tatr. 

JManM-AttartataUj™ 
Ota»..Mtamta htrary o< utta, 
*<’wrtaw a,-Anwtav*. • 
f -*«« Ow- t>*w«t

Sunday

—. —rr*1” Stao.

Arena. .. ...___ ~Tj-J
^gh the ■

America’s
Millennium

The tmln evert Rtd*y fa the at- 

ebrttion at the Uncob MemoriaL 

Actor WiJ Smith will boat the 

UtreehournationaDy televised 
*how oh CBS. which <ms at 10

. aon, taw.
tU Mr* Ms on -nw Fuhn l» Our 
CNMr<r *

“XvjUarmarmanaowar ta M« 

J-VwunjMk^'tatU. 

Wandr LtaWta
1 — tMcummo > .oac. «tgii 
Donn.SNrWy.
O-vmtnaMr.byWentfy 
Lm«rT.nce

Saturday

tSSStei
premiere t 

Awi^wtanbK compoeer Jotat;

ft^Omho.^peV^n

Awrions Mrtorjriasirf t** 

Notions Museum of Natural 

nvtoiTf.
TicLetrtofharr/hwattair

mv- Undi^die^'wiUbe -

Anthony WtMtrru * ’
11M — Ok>Mr«m. Aunt c with 
RMfUty (AhKAn p^cuwon)
3 — Ar other Ah WortB IAac 
Vnemhl.
•ill-H.;TumerS«Atet(t>bJe*i 
UM-M'Machen 1 Too Much Fur 
(toil)

/crtwol uftiibyADm-lOa.m. to' 

rntd/ufW and Saturday from 11

eac.to6p.rn. alongConrtitutwn
- ^“^-h^tenNithand

~ The festival will feature hugs

. ^howcatipg ^aPungUm aruTfive

- r-eiagaqfeoiBiaittmenL
_ fartytoencmbuytidietsfortiu 

foodanddrushthatwillbe 

served atfour heated pavdwnt 
-throughout thefestival area. 

Eight twhsts will cottSS. Food 

and dnnh items wdi require ’ 
differing numhm of tiduts. L 

For mart mfiprmatvm, call 
202/727-M9orvifUUu Web 

site: wwwJOOOdc.txm.

Here is the scheduU (subject to 

change):

Friday ,
Millennium Stage

oniithStatMtwnhor

«» an hout eartier, ate pun.
hymflitmy bmth Xanfag./■.

Smith will be Jemye Norman and E
nBow open din KathJeot n^ru- I
acton Robert PtmH Brian Smlta - BH

MitcheO. Sam tentonand Di™. ■■„_r|

Keaton. Luhe Creawtil .amL-tbe =7 
Sra^KLtS I

SnSrj—Sjg Smithsonian '
AngtiouwiD read original ooenM 4 „

At the "

Unh.'*i»>M>nn IWUr. adnunutota- - 
I MttwHaMMrOMao-»nwnow<w<n

k *^ov~’-‘~«tata»w.Ihou<. 

< run.
. ■aIMaM--taMwv<<e-:

tawion -CwhirinvHwMeota «o 
Or Sports rhotoorMhy • 

IMS—tareuwOtaNaaw 

■f ;i !■■ »■ MtaUntaly W tax

ANO SCULPTURE GARDEN. - - 14thstmeti~---------------------

L Infant Ptaaa). ---------- ' - - --

ftHay __
SSaOW-RtadnNHTGwvIw.Md

OtaWtkCwty siJi J?0*" 

Saturday • 
uaoAM-noptaaawEta

’ *■“■ ~t1*on" "•a"*** 

MtaAaWM “Antic Otar taM
■aw-Jag wwtaoa »>aw 
*<WUtatal to Mcarwta. 

-1 'f’***4 <*1 fantasy for the Uhtwraal 
- Ch<d" 
-aaM-TWtatoi.tac 

ta*w<u -SLAM! htoy hr Vtoo 
F>°p*e • T _if.

HIRSHHORN MUSEUM

Matom.

Heac."by Richard M. Sotanon ( 
o< the U S. tmtMute of feacc.

NADOHALAM
AND SPACE MUSEUM .

Sixth Star and CawMutlon Axww. 
W MW (Matra L totant Plau)
M Ctatai MUCntad u> (MrtiacuwS UwUwvAMtotoftaKt^ax.tote 

"taltotocMxita Th. 
actMw. nn Mm 11 w 3 Mg ms 
tataw A»tax ttaetacm m. to

e - brmaaaaatawWHaawCMuch.
W. 1—AuWmaU— >_n—

- ••■x. ..

. Sunday •

• Tree family programs, 
a score bv Aaam^ ‘Oh^iSiperfomancesand

i miii nj os a w“Lrn thsMalf^

-r

fcl^aftereachemnt. 

nuc behind the Ltooob Manorial

29W100

•vwwjs.edu/americasmillemi-

tm.
The area of the Mall from 17th

Street west to the Lincob Memori­

al between Constitution and In­
dependence avenuen, will befencert'e^z—_________ ___ ________
ofl. Public access will be through
four entrances only: 17th Street at Friday

--aaass.
NW and Independence Avenue at HMocwnwotow 
the D.C War Memorial entrance, S***!“¥*w- «»am 

just west of the Kuu Bridge. These

entrances will open at 6 pm. Ako- '------------
hoi will not be permitted on the

Mafl. The Wfcihingtor. Monument --------------------------

ffpunds will he dosed to thyajhli^ * *ree»w .< m. tawrai iitato. u w

Sunday

MBiw*',

11:30 to 5 ui ttusemusewmc 
The Hinhhom Museum and

the nation on television. And at AmmrM ------------

midnight, there wiD he a high.

powered fireworks show, with py-

Here't your guide to 
celebrating New Year’s onthe 
Mali On these four pages we 
teUpou about events, how to ' 
get around and suggest

diversions in the area. Tism
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Places to Eat ■J
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4
fl

toNttK - 12thSttw(

i)Other Things -401

To Do

* J4< wnZ/heoptJt ffwrtAr 

: M0MCA — h Urma Statton at SO

ajrfwwftta

>MhMi

-500

r»

tattlltaS. *■- ••’ff
itatt.TS.1Wj

ifc-Wri
m

10 ta 4 <
rV

•IS*' •’Starttol

^t2

"-1000

WtaatotogN -k
to Oto O.Ortto WTtoi

frumpa# 27 Saturday felt - Don Shaatty > Mauch

c u- 12th

3

1 — Sunny Sumtor Quartet10th

Northeast Stafte:till - Lmtta to Mount Ptoownt (wtoa)
11 - Bob Snwth as Bantomin

12 — Lamwr Lows oorvayi a uava 0id

}
Northwest Stage

.L5*

CttiOtaoonfcMay 10 
ton Saratov noon to

otoiinjwrnoo ostmwhS. Mto
■-------------------------- -----------------------

totarS.

thoma of Ononttottm. Antonn Sowutonn » 
photo* of ban from tha Imo 11701 to Ifta

Mtotottoaota to*. X (Motto. Ur* 
Staton) 202/612^555. Qpan Fntoy 11 JO 
Ml. Souxtoy and Stodw M>n» 11.20 a.to. 
on. CmW mara af aandMEfm. tttooaa art

MW (Matra Ibton 
Md»y lOtol ctaa 
Wwtor noon tot

On CtovtMuton Monua btowo 
14th
12:11 - Bob Srumaa lantonon

Strwt batwvto6«toF ntwtoMW v
(Metro Gtotory Ptoco/Ctowtmrn} TM 
buJidine. home to two muaeumt. to 
gattme ready to (hut down tor throe yttaca 
of rotovottan tto can stm catch .

nt voe anda caltotoihy umpto- from 
anttotov to today Wtthout aver teawng tH 
tonldme you can atoo toary immrground 
to tha noaroy MA TXtoAl MUtoOJM OT

AMtoCAM MT (1050 
SW). where an uNM

on Emeet HemMgway. tM cartcamief 
Edward Sorot Mm pAatorapha ef ftanr

2 
a
1 •i 
$2
1
3
-• 10 — toe Stamey/B-0 Eour Combo
5 (owmo^U)
- — $tantey/B  ̂Four Combo

11 - Chartoe Sayto* Quartet 
(etoctronK hormonKa)

MtotaMBIO MOMTto- to the Ranald 
Beaton tmametorto trade Center at 12th 
and Rmrwyhwea A«o MW (Metro. Hdarto 
Tnanate) 202/142-MOO Cato mm 
Mdoy at 11:30. MmnQ room ooww 
Satawdoy at 5. Stewtoy at noon

Mtnoatoto. MUMUM OP MHMAL 
MOTOOT - 10th Svoot w Corantutton 
Aeenua MW (Metro, haderai Triage) 
Itoiapoooe.* the Mmnt I D IMAX ftan to 
the Samuel C tohneon Theater m its own 
Mund-and bfht show Whaeattha

1 — itoter Bens Tnu * 2 

liM - CurtM Pope 1 the Midmgnt

MAMT MUVWMO - 1101 
Ptotnaytoaraa Am. NW (Metro fodvto 
Manito). 2O2/7BJ-7B27 Open fcidoy and 
Satuntoy Nam 11 to 7. Sunday from 11 to 
10:20 hbetohn. 
TW RM AM" I - L2th md Poro«yfvww NW 
(Metro FedarW Tnanato) 202/621^443 
(toon Mday at noon. Sanntoy and Svatoy 
from 11 an. Hndtar tomdy franchtoa with 
reMMe and toirtyytod torn.

atoCtoi eaMbiuon ‘Arntr Speh of a Northern 
Pooom * The muoaum s open dady from 10 
to 5 30 "Gatapagto-Kreona dady at 
10.15.1.2 and 4 40 TcMts are $6.50. 
$5 50 tar chdtoan 2 through 17 and for 
•amort 55 and ©Mor AAtuuron to tha 
muw^aWe 202/357 2700(700 
357 1725)

Of Edward Manar and a smad taste of 
pambngs and •cutoUees from the Sara 
Ratty Mundatwn cobocton Both 
muooumtoden 10to5:30dody Nw 
202/357 2700 000.357.172B). 

-MicftoefO'SutoMon

•uadtagto Ldthanrfl tomato u
Macro C~«w) 202^0-7400 fttoh 
MM to S.kmutatolOBM'^Mtoto 10 
to I waipwi at eatota and aattoitaM^ _

Yrtotte) 202/54 ■’-EJMl 
illjjipimuo Amt—> 

.tot

K CAR-B99C Si MV (lam
-- ---------- -------- ----------- 37-7625.

g'. =
■s

a Southwest Stage

B

a

. r>«« tmwU! 
------- ------------------------------- 202/393-3776. 
Open Mdtty 11» 3. Batwdoy and tarnty 
Man Hon.Got tatau food mralenr

Sojm,vt<iendtdtoluad 
dotniown (aloof vU* omptaen a! 

pottr cioaest fnmUl to partada m 

•X«n<3 i MiUmmvm <m Uu UoU’ 

andtku'MamStnelMillmiiai.'

Southeast Stage

On Conuwuon Itannun Mt. 
and 14 th streets
12 — Chtnese entertainers
I - Shu Dotae (taeimer)

12tand 2iM-0onNurdeyTno(s*s)
4 — Loe Oa ia Mount Ptea&ant

— Cacdy Pon arson as Soft 
Truth 
BilB - Bob Smnh ae Beniamin 
Banneiier
6-16 — Rning Sun (reggae) 
B — Movement (boetry) 
•tM - Chartea Sayles Quartet
II — Kenny Rood Quanat (trump*t)

tawefia—iMXDwto_____
ry-MtolOJQ. 11 JO. 2:30and 
4AA Team* Wywa/MByto 104$. 
IZ 55.3.05 and 5:15 ’Mwn to Mr/

tnort ntbtiafitial, Adrt to* joww 
^rutM/ranti miht vicinity that

.202)73 74200,Cto*n MMy U .30 to 3. 
tbnrwrimrt ji gS. BandAletoy. > 
Sabmtoy end Sumtoy from 5 on ¥ 
Fcpanea arrmeg tlittfind wdh . 

S3Si,S3S185F^?’ 
PwewtattM Jhto MN (Metra Mdwto 
Tr—atol 2UV*264taM. Open Mitoy and 
Sotutoeyfrom!! SO.fadWPtoA Utoac—

streets NW (Metro Archwoo^tovy 
Mamariel) Theeriginto. signed 
( mancipation Prociamat— will be an 
stowthroutftSundm OpenlOtot M 
•NN tape 202/501•5000

•MTtoStAL PLAd - I]} 1 PenrsyK—a 
Am NW (Metro Metro Carver) Krodcoxt 
<»on Moey noon to S ctoeed Saee—y. 
epenSw—y RoontoS 

at 15th and Ptowroyaronto NW (Metro 
Metro Cantor). 202/763 1475 Opwe 
Mdpy lor fbedgnoe only at 5 . macwtos at 
7 JO and 10. Saturday al 5 and Staetoy

>w -7-
—* t

AU what to de if you am tftt m 
ioemltidtpShatP.arifymij'ut 

oatd to hitl tmu betwm Poohn 
Hudtoamd Robert fhtuky? 

FortwuUely, you br m mumwi 
armtry, when plenty of gnat 
aUentativee to millennial euutnett

___________
Saturdays, wto deaaM 5 an Wtdey and 
went rimi. wMSaMw fiwii 11 to 10.

Donovans h—y ■ 
taro tarceef nyton1 
of aHfrrontoeeefl 
tmlonreBy totach c___ ______
unwerwtiea. The Corcoran Is c
Friday and Sunday: Ns dosed 1___ _
New year's (My AAn—ton » tty. 
suggested donate at 61; *1 tar a 
and studenti S 5 tar froMy graiMB 
202/63* 1700

Cartror -B 
O* August
roof, the

________ ttrns 
*EaK.BttPHtounto2. / 
intThotowwtataM'

mnumro-rwai. 
... - .- •

a.av — uw w w r lav
5 2J4 - Nan Cuesta y Sul VaUenatos
- Autenticos (Laun/Cotomtoan)

4 — CeOy Patterson (as Soyournor 
5 Truth)

C B — Umo»a Stnng Quartet 
1 fcW-UnrtodNoueeoftapywtoa» 
r •**>

1 - Oumn Kouvate 1 Mamayt Afncan

IrlS - Poet toon Claude Toron 
J - Poohw Hudson & the Sparuets

of Painting -aaieoett I haeutaqai thy ; $ MVTMS 
Pension ehuto^aphs of Brosaat end ' GeberyPic
(evortte worts from the endeetton of Mr. 
and Mrs PbwMeeon Froe
202/737-42 IS CTO. 202^42-6X76) 
a-------------------- ---—~~~
ITthSt NW (Matte: Forroput Wttet). The " 
Corawan has wlntoto etoibtttom. r' 
the boat of wtath era An—ItotaMtr s 
photographa of iamous. todbroous and

___________ Cdld^nsrumoR
Bl— A—btiwvcn l(fth and 14ih

.•du2u!r

■

ta46 - S*mny Sumter Quartet
6 — Movement (poetry and muaic)

Northwest Stage.
11 - Blues Wort Tno

12J4 - Don Nuntoy Trio 
2:16 - Star Dohte 
UA-Danny Doyte (Irish) 
S - Oeyerema Asante with Ptortty
6cM - Umoto Stnng Quartet 
a - broto Roy A Gang* 
BiM - Kanny Reed Quartet
11 - Mary Jeftarsor

Northeast Stage

On Constitutton Averse between 
and 12th streets
12JE - United Nouoe of Prayer Brass 
Bend
2 - Bdl Kirchen 1 Too Muth Fun
3 JB - Bob Snwth as Bontomm 
BannoAer
4 - man Claude Teran (poet) 
1-DanwyDoyto
6J6 — Brothe’Ah 
a . *>-T------ e—.

Natal. 460LltoantRamSW(Matra ttfCuW^rtL
•roetapoctal IWwtt Ptatal 2Q2/4B4- 100QL Open dttly • UUNlA^UOlA
(rsHheArt ^Awa BJO on. Moe. broad famdy tare. ----------------- "

-----------------------------

AMaonTARKl-675 IStnScMW 
(MR4» Metro Car—) 202/347-4601 
Op-Mrxtoy 7 to 5 SottoMy wto Sun— 
from 5 30 on Tavern taro mode modmn

4 ./^sscassg. s ;:§EESSr

~ “St

-taUnmnStoounaiSO 
etts Ave. X (Metro Umon 

Staoon) 2Q2/2S»616fi (toons Hetty at 
5. Satxedey M noon and Sunday at 1130 
Updased seutrwm tare w«h both amd aruf

I BUI II to Btl MUMUM AIM bCtAtoTUM 
dAMKN — Independence Acronuo and 
Seventh Street SW (Metro: L Intent Plan) 
Thare s a tot of new stuff , including the 
•roe -and largely tovohr--Rogardmg 
Beouty-surwy eT<---------
aataM of woia 
i»m man-bom

While veml of the muMunu 

<m Uu Mall have cafeUruu, 
nctadt^UuNahonal Gallary of 
Art and Uu Air and Space, 
Natural History and American 
Hutory muuvmj, they art Iduly 

to bt padud during Uu ftstwUut. 
The pavilioru at UuDutnd't 

•Mam Strutt Mdlennium'

•ammn - 601 PWewyhroraa M NW 
(Metro Arttaveu-NevyMemmei) 
2O2/636 2I4O OpenFrotoy 11.30tot. 
ooned Saturdey open Sunday HiOtoB 
Moden>ltaAan yupem magnet 
BM — In Hotel Geurge. 15 E St NW (Metro: 
□man Station) 202/661 2700 Opan 
Mdm. ftoae pnee only aher 5 JO Sattoday 
11.30 ta 4:30: StKtoy from 11 JO on 
Ctoear froreh taatro taro m largo poraons

UMT- 14th Stteet and CmroroNtae Mtotoebg2«l
AronueMWOtatra taderoiTneroR. 202/200-1631

’ IMoamvtdU^nbfrvmllto

vudnsghi Friday and 11 tog 
---------- . Saturday. And Uundcwaih

Both aroapw. 10 taJJBdSy  ̂ *»

202/357-2700(700:357-172*) -• For Uuat who'd hlu something 
MA71OMM BAimY OT ABT-xThe 
Gabery la at Feroth Strata wrf 
CorwUUdton Avtataa MN. and »e ttb 
Matingnrd aat Sai—h and -. 
Ganstituttan (Matte AnJd.auteew 
MemorwQ. The gatan UM a 4pad RABp 
from 10 to 5 and SMy from H to 6. 
but is etoeed Now tears Day. Its now 
ScutotaraGrodWitoeSkattagRiniL *

so-

1206 - Don Rouee Spasm Band 
2 — Sonny Til s Legendary Onotos 
Mb - tohn Cephas 6 Phil w.Wm 
B-Mtar BottsTre> 

Southwest Stage
11 — Sonny TcTs Legendary Onvtaa 
1206 - BtoM Wort Tno 
a-CephatlWggms 
life - tohn Aacbson 
B-Rmngiun 

Southeast Stage:
11 — Lauren Lawn portrays a Nove get 
11126 - Amroyeh Hyman portrays an

nwwenaesby
Shahlta SMwndar 

------------------------------- jr ewtabed acuigtires 
by the mmrotK AAahi dl Suvero Md the 
mercenary toff Koons The Hirohhom n 
open 10 to 5 d»By Frae 2O2/357-2TOO 
(TOO 357-172*) 
AATMURM. 6AC«LDta6UaV - *50 

w Initaa erate ry p Ara. 5 W (Mm/o 
; SMtMoman) Thn gabery has momd
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Millennium Mania
Thp millennium Arrives, with these cele- 
brations in Washington:
■ America's Millennium is the big New
Year's Eve celebration on the Mall. Actor 
Will Smith will host a free, three hour na 
iHinallv televised show featuring nu­
merous stars of stage and screen, 
starting Friday at 10 p m from the Lin­
coln Memorial, followed by a Steven 
Spielberg film. "The Unfinished Jour j, 
ney." and a midnight fireworks t
show Seo Page 27 for more details V 
Call 888/29'! 2100 or visit the Web 
site naviv .imprir.7snuMonnnim.gov '

■ The Smithsonian Institution will 
host three days of indoor activities. Fri­
day through Sunday 11:30 to 5. with 
dozens of discussions and performanc­
es about a variety of subjects. See 
Page 27 for morn details. Call 
202/357-2700(TDD 202/
357 1729)
• The District of Columbia 
will hold a festival Friday from
10 to midnight and Saturday 11 
to 6 along Constitution Avenue NW “""E 
between lOlhand 14th streets NW. 
The festival will feature huge tents with 
exhibits and activities and five stages of 
entertainment See Page 27 for more de­
tails. Call 202/727-8449 or visit the 
Web site: www.2000dc.com.
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Officers of the U.S. Park Police 
will be stationed at each of the 
four entrances to the viewing 
area to inspect packages and 
look for suspicious behavior, of- 
ticials said.
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Producer Stevens and Ellen 
Lovell, director of the White 
House Millennium Council, dis­
missed thoughts that their 
grand plans will fall victim to 
concerns generated by terro­
rists. ‘Its never crossed our 
minds to cancel this. We are 
prepared," Lovell said.
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[he program, which will be 
aired live by CBS, includes a 
dramatic fireworks display that 
planners say will out sparkle 
anything ever done in Washing­
ton, a city that takes its July 4th 
festivities seriously.

So how do you protect half a 
million people on a night that 
prompted cities such as Seattle 
to call off plans for galas be­
cause of secunty worries?

You put the District of Co­
lumbia's 3,500 police officers 
on extended shifts, and then 
ask the Defense Department 
and the city's National Guard 
for additional help.

Law enforcement officers 
will direct traffic at about 150 
street intersections Large sec­
tions of major arteries in the 
city's downtown will be shut 
down, as will die Memorial and 
Theodore Roosevelt bridges 
and the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway.

Snow fences have been set 
up in the area between the Lin­
coln Memorial and the Wash­
ington Monument to help con­
trol and monitor the crowd.

and sound-and-lighl displays 
centered on the 555-feet-tall 
Washington Monument.

Worries about possible vio­
lence surfaced Thursday when 
police briefly closed the city's 
second-largest federal govern­
ment office complex and a 
road just four blocks from the 
WTute House because of a secu­
rity scare. Police converged on 
the Ronald Reagan Building 
and International Trade Center 
after a government bomb-sniff­
ing dog on routine patrol re­
acted to what could have been 
explosive material, a police 
spokesman said. The police 
bomb squad found no explo­
sives there.

This afternoon, the president 
and the first lady will partici­
pate in a celebration of chil­
dren around the world at the 
building, which is the largest 
U S government office struc­
ture after the Pentagon
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‘Midnight moment’

About 50 stars and 450 sing­
ers, dancers and musicians will 
participate in the extravaganza 
produced by Quincy Jones and 
George Stevens Jr. The fist of 
entertainers includes such stars 
as Will Smith, who hosts the 
event, Tom Jones and Diane 
Keaton.

Clinton, who will host a pri­
vate gala at the White House 
earlier in the evening, plans to 
read some passages from the 
w orks of Abraham Lincoln dur­
ing remarks just before the 
stroke of midnight.

Organizers say the "midnight 
moment' will feature fireworks

Special, and safe

Gazing at the preparations al 
the Lincoln Memorial, Stevens 
agreed: “I have a feeling the 
space we re on will be the saf­
est place anywhere in the Unit­
ed States. People should enjoy 
the night and live it and consid­
er it as a night of celebration.

"There's lots to be said about 
staying at home near the fire­
place,” the producer said, "but 
for those who come here, they 
will see something special that 
they will remember for the rest 
of their lives.”

*• f

USATODAY.com
USATODAYcom covers 

the world as it moves into the 
21st century. Coverage be­
gins with the fust New Year's 
celebrations {5 a m. ET Fri­
day) and includes
► Worldwide photo cov­

erage
► Interactive map tracking 

the dawn of 2000
► Conversations with cy­

bercafes around the globe
► Exclusive reports from 

the USA and atiroad
► Live cybercasts from 

big-city celebrations

6, a

Outside the Lincoln Memorial: U.S. Part< Police officers keep watch near the memonal Thursday in
Washington. The District of Columbia s 3,500 police officers also are on extended shifts.
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2^Organizers expect about 500,000 at 
the S12 million fest. Officials are 

closing streets and bridges and rr

WASHINGTON — President 
Clinton has been dreaming of 
ushering in 2<M» with a cele­
bration like none other in the 
stoned history of Wksliington, 
where party planners always 
try to outdo their preder essors.

It looks like his dream will 
come true.

Never before has there been 
an extravaganza with such 
glamour, glitter and fireworks. 
Never before have government 
officials shut down bridges, 
closed so many streets and 
called out the National Guard 
to do it

(he "Americas Millennium" 
celebration is being tempered 
by concerns about potential 
terrorism and possible Y2K 
glitches. Officials are happy to 
make grand predictions about 
the next 1.W0 years but are less 
certain about this weekend. 
We're trying to strike a bal­

ance between taking the right 
precautionary measures and 
letting people know the in­
formation we have and not cre­
ating an unnecessary fear," 
Deputy While House press sec­
retary Jake Siewert said

"We obviously wouldn't have 
invited people to the Mall un­
less we were intent upon mak­
ing il safe," he said

...................... ..

Cm 
OjO

Gala security

Organizers predict that 
about 5(111,01)0 revelers will turn 
out for a SI2 million New 
Year's Eve celebration set at 
the Lincoln Memorial. It fea­
tures an array of big name per­
formers and a special ISs-mm- 
ute Steven Spielberg film The 
event is funded by private and 
corporate donations.
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Clinton’s speech 
featured on Mall
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By Patrick Butters
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

President Clinton will light a
fuse at the Lincoln Memorial just
before midnight tonight, setting
fireworks — and America’s cele­
bration of the year 2000 — in mo­
tion. 

It is the climactic moment to 
“America's Millennium: A Cele­
bration for the Nation.” Children 
also will light fuses to spark beads 
of light dancing over the Reflecting 
Pool to the Washington Monument.   

The scaffolded, 555-foot obelisk
will then light up in sections, timed
with Mall revelers counting down  
Hie seconds to midnight.

Finally, the piece de resistance:
The Ferris wheel next to the Lin­
coln Memorial, which has been 
lording over passing traffic on
Henry Bacon Drive, will rise 175
feet into the air. Powered by three
massive cranes, the fat hunks of

metal will ignite a circle of beams.
More than 500 stage lights will
form a sun to blaze in the new year.

This caps a privately funded but 
very public $12 million pyrotech­
nic blast that will ring in 2000. Not 

surprisingly, Steven Spielberg,
Quincy Jones and George Stevens
Jr. all have a hand in the produc­ 
tion.

The celebratory spectacle ex­  
tends from the Lincoln Memorial
to other sites around the city. 

Archbishop Desmond TUtu, a
Nobel Peace Prize winner, and
eight other clerics will lead ser­vices at the Washington National  

Cathedral. Thousands will gather
at the U.S. Naval Observattiry for 
the time-ball drop and time­
cannon blast. (The observatory,
however, is sticking with its insis­
tence that the millennium , offi­
cially begins on Jan. 1, 2001.)

“We expect two to three thou­
sand people,” says spokesman
Geoff Chester, who added that all 
public tickets have been snapped
up. “Anybody who didn’t get a
ticket can’t get in.”

The mega-bash “National Mil­
lennium 2000” at the Grand Hyatt
features four party’ “levels” with

see MALL, page A10
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C. set to celebrate - in style
Spielberg’s film.
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performances by Marvelous 3, 2 
Skinuee J’s and Emmet Swim­
ming

• Washington will sell out today,” 
said Jennifer Fonts of Lindy Pro- 
mot unis, which has also organized 
parties in Baltimore and Atlanta. 
“Baltimore's selling rapidly and 
Atlanta’s skyrocketed. There's 
absolutely no way we are canceling 
any of our events "

This comes on the heels of can­
cellations of three major DC. 
events Yesterday, a New Year's 
Eve gala at the MCI Center featur­
ing Third Eye Blind was scrubbed. 
Earlier, fetes at Georgetown Park
— which had merged into the MCI 
party — and the Ronald Reagan 
Building — with a charity show 
starring the Who’s Roger Daltrey
— also fizzled due to lackluster 
sales

Daylight will still see the Smith­
sonian Institution holding more 
than three dozen programs spread 
out over three days “America's 
Millennium on the Mall" touches 
on the U.S. experience in four tour­
ist hot spots: "American Voices," 
Natural History; “Story Circle," 
American History; "Future Vi­
sions," llirshhorn Museum; and 
"Launch 2000," Air and Space

Terrorist fears — including 
Seattle’s cancellation of its festivi­
ties — haven't shaken the film di-

on the Mall” program Born i 
1815, Stanton delivered the "Dei 
laration of Sentiments” al the fit 
Woman’s Rights Convention . 
Seneca Falls, N V It led to th 
eventual women's suffrage amem 
ment to the Constitution 70 ycai 
later Miss Perry’s show was lc; 
Hired at the 150th anniversary Sh 
also performed it for New Yoi 
Gov George E. Pataki's Econoim 
Summit for Young Women

"1 wanted to show a woman wit 
love in her heart for humanity 
said Miss Perry "There is a vie 
of (some women as being as| out 
spoken as battleaxes That's not m 
view or my experience. And l'i 
glad when men come to my pla 
and bring their sons, becaus 
Elizabeth loved her husband an 
her sons.”

Over at the State Theatre i< 
Falls Church, rangy blues guitari. 
Tom Principato will be cuttin 
loose when the clock strikes 1 
The local guitar hero said he ju 
bought a European gypsy guita 
and is experimenting with worl 
music

Southern rockers Little Feat an> 
local folkies Seldom Scene w il 
headline Montgomery County 
fifth-annual, nonalcoholic Firs 
Night celebration For the firs 
time, it will be held at the Mont 
ginnery County Fairgrounds n 
Gaithersburg instead of downtowi 
Silver Spring Fireworks will go ol 
at 6 p.m.
• This article is based m part oi 
wire service reiwrls
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minute film, "Unfinished Jour­
ney,'’ which will be shown on three 
screens near and around the Re­
flecting Pool On Tuesday, Mr 
Spielberg called il a "kind of musi­
cal and poetic celebration of why 
we are all here today, w hat were 
the shoulders we stood on to 
achieve this moment in time and in 
history"

The film includes poems bj’ U.S 
poet laureate Robert Pinsky, pre­
vious laureate Rita Dove and 
author-poet Maya Angelou Mr. 
Clinton will read from Abraham 
Lincoln John Williams conducts 
his own orchestration. Then Mr 
Clinton addresses the expected 
crowd of 100,000 as well as a na­
tionally televised audience

The huge stage at the base of the 
Lincoln is ribboned with 250 miles 
of cable, which workers were still 
threading through trees yesterday 
morning The president, first lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton and thou­
sands of his closest pals will sit on 
heated risers, buffered from the 
crowd.

"Are you looking forward to this 
great mess on the Mall?" asked ac­
tress Elizabeth f
New Y’ork home.
talking about on TV — in Washing­
ton, New Y’ork and Seattle — is 
scary stuff.”

Her one-woman show, "Sun­
flower, the Life and Loves of 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton," plays at 4 
p.m. today at the National Museum 
of Natural History. It's part of the 
three-day "America's Millennium
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rector, musician and producer be­
hind the New Year’s Eve "Amer­
ica's Millennium" gala on the Mall

"I have a feeling that the space 
we’re on, on Friday night is going 
to be the safest place in the United 
States,” said Mr Stevens in a press 
conference 'Aiesday at the base of 
the Lincoln Memorial

"We have to feed into fear or love 
at one point,” Mr Jones added. "We 
refuse to feed into fear."

The District will have 3,500 po­
lice patrolling the city, buttressed 
by the FBI and 300 members of the 
National Guard. Although there 
will be no metal detectors on the 
Mall, bags and packages will be 
screened Alcohol is not permitted 
at the event

The public gala, which begins al 
9 p ni, is hosted by movie star­
rapper Will Smith. Others appear­
ing include actors Jack Nicholson, 
Sam Waterston, Robert Duvall and 
Diane Keaton, former Sen. John 
Glenn, presidential candidate and 
Sen John McCain, ex-Boston Celt­
ics center and Hall of Earner Bill 
Russell, ex-boxer Muhammad Ah. 
children’s author illustrator 
puppeteer David Wisniewski, gos­
pel singer Bebe Winans, pop sing­
ers Bono, Tom Jones and Don 
McLean, opera singer Kathleen 
Battle, country singers Kenny 
Rogers, Kathy Matlea and lYisha 
Yearwood, “Ragtime” star Brian 
Stokes Mitchell, and the cast from 
Broadway's 25-tnember "Stomp”

At 11:30 p m., Mr. Spielberg tops 
the show by presenting his 1H-
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White House jubilee

denfs victory speech in ’96? “We all 
look forward with great pleasure to
four yea 15 of wonderful, inspiring 

talk about a New Year's Eve 
bash: The Clintons are plan­
ning one that perfectly cap­
tures the spirit of this new

so attractively packaged, and fire­
works right up the Washington Mon­
ument

The first couple will be having 320 
people in for dinner. The guests will 
have to be split between the State 
Dining Room and East Room, with a 
hundred more in a heated tent out­
side, not counting the additional 500 
to 600 who are invited for a post-mid- 
night dance before breakfast.

I feel full just reading about it. 
Between dinner and breakfast, 
there’ll be a three-hour show outside. 
(Have no fear: The goody bags for 
the guests feature scarves, seat cush­
ions and hand warmers; heated air 
will be piped in under the seats.)

Not even the shah of 1 ran ever put 
on a bash this splendiferous. Every­
thing's been provided except that 
indefinable quality that Mr. Jefferson 
called republican simplicity. It won’t 
do for this, an imperial age.

The president himself is to ignite
Paul (ireeiibt rf’ is a nationally 

synriiculrd c oluntnist.

a long fuse that goes from the Lin­
coln Memorial across the Reflecting 
Pool before it sends a cascade of 
fireworks all the way up the Wash­
ington Monument. Hot ziggedy It’s 
hard to sum up the spirit of this 
whole enterprise in any single word. 
Rome, maybe.

“This will be no ordinary party for 
no ordinary time,” to quote the first 
lady. "This is a tremendous oppor­
tunity to really unite the nation." And 
indeed the size of the guest list does 
approach the U.S. Census.

Actually, it all sounds like an ordi­
nary party in ordinary times, only 
with elephantiasis. Fbr the outsized 
arrangements are enough to make 
ordinary wretched excess seem 
modest

Why is it that the Clintons' nation­
al celebrations tend to turn into cel­
ebrations of themselves, or at least of 
their—and this time the awful word 
is appropriate — lifestyle?

Because the Clintons R Us, circa 

comments sotto voce, all this might 
be fun. Then again, as Bill Eaulkner 
commented on declining an invite to 
the White I louse, it's a furpiece to go 
for supper

It was John F. Kennedy who 
greeted a gathering of Nobel Prize 
winners at the White I louse (the one 
Mr Faulkner couldn't make) by say­
ing they represented the greatest 
collection of intellect under that roof 
since Thomas Jefferson dined there 
alone. This little gathering New 
Year’s Eve represents the greatest 
collection of showmanship under 
that roof since Teddy Roosevelt 
dined there alone, if he ever did.

Looking over the extent of the 
guest list and the Olympic nature of 
tin? partying, it’s all enough to make 
one yearn for a quiet New Year’s 
evening curled up in front of the fire­
place with a book and somebody you 
love. Maki? that an old book. Maybe 
one of Mr Faulkner’s. Not lor noth­
ing does the Constitution itself extol 
domestic tranquility.

from past and future that eliminates 
any need for moral consistency.

Some concern has been expressed 
about the effect of these fireworks on 
the Washington Monument, but the 
only’ thing really Io be feared is that, 
at the stroke of midnight, the famil­
iar handwriting will appear on the 
walls: Mene mene tekel upharsin 
But HRC knows that, should she tie 
weighed in the balance, she will not 
be found w anting if she can just keep 
her thumb on the scales. Perception 
is reality.

Hillary Clinton says it’s a great 
opportunity to unite the nation. 
(The way she's united New York?) 
But the Clintons are never so polar­
izing as when they are intent on 
uniting us. How can that he? Maybe 
it's their perfectly fabricated 
authenticity. The '90s have had 
much the same effect, stirring the 
same vague dissatisfactions — and 
sparking sudden outbursts of tem­
per. What was it that poor, embar­
rassed David Brinkley, thinking his 
mike was off, said after the presi- 

T
gilded age. It sounds boffo: There’ll 
be celebs galore, deep thoughts ever

speeches, full of wit. poetry, music, 
love and aft'ection, plus more . . . 
nonsense.”

At the time, David Brinkley was 
only at the halfway point of the 
Clinton administration, and he’d 
already lost it. His extemporaneous 
analysis had to he one of the great 
unrehearsed and unrehearsable 
moments in the history of Ameri­
can television, though you are not 
likely to see it mentioned in any of 
the endless turn-of-the-century ret­
rospectives this weekend 'h ue art 
seldom is.

Speaking of “wonderful, inspir­
ing speeches, full of wit, poetry, 
music, love and affection, plus mure 
. . . nonsense." don’t you wish you 
could spend New Year's at the White 
House? You could hobnob with Eliz­
abeth (Cleopatra i Thylor, a legend in 
her own time and several others, 
and Arthur Schlesinger Jr., noted 
polemicist and son of the great his­
torian. You could hear a poem by 
Maya Angelou, and not one but two 
toasts by Bill Clinton —plus still 
another of his speeches.

Maybe if David Brinkley were 
seated across the table afirering bis 

1992-00. Because they’re the very 
image of the strangely spiritless spir­
it of the age. Because they could 
hare stepped out of, or into, the pages 
of Vanity Fair, or the advertisements 
in the New Yorker, or the inter­
changeable Arts and Style sections 
of the New York Times at any time 
during this directionless decade.

How do they do it? How do the 
Clintons manage to capture us at 
any given, passing time? It's not just 
the emphasis on PR, the habitual 
spin for the sake of spin or the 24- 
hour war room. It’s not even the 
inevitable next election coming up, 
this one in New York.

No, it’s something more: It's the 
Clintons’ perfect, conscious contem­
poraneity. They're the spirit of the 
Nineties to the bollowed-out core. 
They're completely Now There is no 
room in their omnipresent for any 
thoughts of past greatness or future 
destiny, except perhaps for rhetori­
cal purposes. And it is this freedom 
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HIS WILL be no ordinary 
party for no ordinary time,” 
to quote the First Lady. 

'This is a tremendous opportunity to 
really unite the nation.” And indeed 
the sue of the guest list does ap­
proach the U.S. Census.

Actually, it all sounds like an ordi­
nary party in ordinary times, only with 
elephantiasis. For the outsized 
arrangements are enough to make or­
dinary wretched excess seem modest

Why is it that the Clintons’ nation­
al celebrations tend to turn into cel­
ebrations of themselves, or at least of 
their—and this time the awful word is 
appropriate—lifestyle’

concern has 
been expressed about the 
effect of these fireworks 
on the Washington Mon­
ument, but the only thing 
really to be feared is that 
at the stroke of midnight 
the familiar handwriting 
will appear on the walls: 
Atone mene tekzl upharsm. 
But HRC knows that 
should she be weighed m 
the balance, she will not 
be found wanting if she 
can just keep her thumb 
on the scales. Perception

1
i

Because the Clintons K Us, circa 
1992-00 Because they're the very im­
age of the strangely spiritless spirit of 
the age. Because they could have 
stepped out of, or into, the pages of 
Vanity Fair, or the advertisements in 
Thf New Yorker, or the interchange 
able Arts and Style sections of the 
New York Tlmzs at any time during 
this directionless decade

How do they do it? How do the 
Clintons manage to capture us at any 
given, passing time? It’s not just the 
emphasis on PR. the habitual spin for 
the sake of spin, or the 24-hour war 
room. It's not even the inevitable next 
election coming up, this one in New 
York.

No, it’s something more: It's the 
Clintons’ perfect, conscious contem­
poraneity. They're the spirit of the 
Nineties to the hollowed-out core. 
They’re completely Now. There is no 
room in their omni-present for any 
thoughts of post greatness or future 
destiny, except perhaps for rhetorical 
purposes. And it is this freedom from 
past and future that eliminates the 
need for moral consistency.

By now the country’s First Lady has 
moved qualmlessly through more con­
flicting roles than a Hollywood bit 
player. The activist who denounced 
the 1980s as a Decade of Greed was 
making a quiet killing in cattle futures 
at the same time. The socially con­
scious candidate who$ running for the 
Senate in New York is also the im­
presario of this Belshaz­
zar's Feast at the White 
House.

■Some 

ALK ABOUT a New Year's Eve 
bash: The Clintons are planning 
one that perfectly captures the 

spirit of this new gilded age. It sounds 
boffo- There’ll be celebs galore, deep 
thoughts ever so attractively packaged, 
and fireworks right up the Washington 
Monument

First Couple will be having 320 
people in for dinner. The guests will 
have to be split between the State 
Dming Room and East Room, with a 
hundred more in a heated tent out­
side. not counting the additional 500 
to 600 who are invited for a post­
midnight dance before breakfast

We feel ftill just reading about it 
Between dinner and breakfast there’ll 
be a three-hour show outside. (Have 
no fear The goody bags for the guests 
feature scarves, seat cushions and 
hand warmers; heated air will be 
piped in under the seats.)

Not even the shah of Iran ever put 
on a bash this splendiferous. Evety- 
tbing's been provided except the in­
definable quality that Mr. Jefferson 
called republican simplicity' It won’t 
do for this, an imperi j age.

The president himself is to ignite a 
long fuse that goes from the Lincoln 
Memorial across the Reflecting Pool 
before it sends a cascade of fireworks 
^11 the way up the Washington Mon­
ument Hot ziggedy. It’s hard to sum 
up the spirit of this whole enterprise 
ip any single word Rome, maybe.

; X I Hey, what a party 
New Year's at the White House 
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with a book and some­
body you love Make that 
an old book. Maybe one 
of Mr. Faulkner’s. Not for 
nothing does the Consti­
tution itself extol do­
mestic tranquility. ;

is reality.
When people speak of First Cou­

ple's sense of history, if they do, they 
must be referring to last week. The 
Clintons glide along the surface of his­
tory. they don’t make it Or bear it 
Their sympathies, like their animosi­
ties, are remarkably' weightless. They 
are the picture of cool.

Word has it William Jefferson Clin­
ton himself is to recite Honest Abe’s 
lines in this New Years Eve pageant 
Whoever writes these scripts has a 
natural talent for irony. For some ir­
repressible reason, we can't help but 
think of that costume party in The 
Manchurian Candidaie, complete with 
Red Queen and Abe Lincoln in 
stovepipe hat and fake beard.

LLLARY CLINTON says this 
party is an opportunity to unite 
the nation. (The way she's unit­

ed New York?) But the Clintons are 
never so polarizing as when they are 
intent on uniting us. How can that be? 
Maybe it’s their perfectly fabricated 
authenticity. The Nineties have had 
much the same effect stimng the 
same vague dissatisfactions—and 
sparking sudden outbursts of temper. 
What was it that poor, embarrassed 
David Brinkley, thinking his mike was 
off, said after the president’s victory 
speech in '96? "We all look forward 
with great pleasure to four years of 
wonderful, inspiring speeches, full of 
wit, poetry, music, love and affection, 
plus more goddam nonsense."

Still not finished. Mr. Brinkley 
added that this president “has not a 
creative bone in his body. Therefore, 
he’s a bore, and will always be a 
bore." Oh. dear. The commentator's 
unintentionally public thoughts were 
all the more embarrassing for being 
so widely shared by any Americans 
still sentient four years into the Age of 
Clinton. But it's one thing to notice 
such things, quite another to say them 
out loud. Why belabor the obvious?

At the time, David Brinkley was '• 
only at the halfway point of the Clin­
ton administration, and he’d already 
lost it His extemporaneous analysis 
had to be one of the great, unre­
hearsed and unrehearsable moments 
in the history of American television, 
though you are not likely to see it 
mentioned in any of the endless tum- 
of-the-centmy retrospectives this 
weekend. True art seldom is.

PEAKING OF “wonderful, in­
spiring speeches, full of wit po­
etry, music, love and affection, 

plus more goddam nonsense," don't 
you wish you could spend New Year’s 
at the White House? You could hob 
nob with Elizabeth (Cleopatra) Taylor, 
a legend in her own time and sever­
al others, and Arthur Schlesinger Jr. 
noted polemicist and son of the great 
historian. You could hear a poem by 
Maya Angelou, and not one but two 
toasts by Bill Clinton—plus still 
other of his speeches.

Maybe if David Brinkley were seat­
ed across the table offering his com­
ments sotto voce, all this might be fun. 
Then again, as Bill Faulkner com­
mented on declining an invite to the 
White House, it's a fur piece to go for 
supper.

It was John F. Kennedy who greet­
ed a gathering of Nobel Prize winners 
at the White House (the one Mr. 
Faulkner couldn’t make) by saying 
they represented the greatest collec­
tion of intellect under that roof since 
Thomas Jefferson dined there alone. 
This little gathering New Year’s Eve 
represents the greatest collection of 

showmanship under that 
roof since Teddy Roose­
velt dined alone, if he 
ever did, 

Looking over the ex­
tent of the guest list and 
the Olympic nature of 
the partying, it’s all 
enough to make one 
yeam for a quiet New 
Year's evening curled up 
in front of the fireplace
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As the final seconds of the 1900s tick away the monument willI
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be
Transformed into a giant Roman candle, sheathed in cascading pyrotechnic light.

The show's co-producers are director George Stevens and composer Quincy 
Jones.

Opera divas Jessye Norman and Kathleen Battle will be there 
brow of the event.

A half-minute before midnight, a burning fuse will travel the 
reflecting pool, ending at the base of the Washington Monument.

A crowd of more than 100,000 is expected to gather at the base of the 
Lincoln Memorial on New Year's Eve for the celebration
Millennium,' a $ 10 million extravaganza on the Mall.

While the producers have devoted thousands of hours to planning the 
entertainment and the speeches, the event may be 
fireworks.

BODY:
WASHINGTON - The plan is to end the year with a bang, not a whimper.

President Clinton is scheduled to speak a few minutes before midnight, after 
a 19-minute Steven Spielberg paean to America called 'The Unfinished Journey' 
accompanied by an original score by film composer John Williams.

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: Knight Ridder/Chuck Kennedy Workers assemble scaffolding at the 
end of the Reflecting Pool at the site of the Millennium Celebration on the Mall 
in Washington.

At the stroke of midnight, the sky behind the obelisk will turn golden with 
fireworks, symbolizing, Stevens said, 'something about aspiration and the 
future.'

The idea of the whole program, Stevens said, is to celebrate the American 
experiment in popular government - and to have a little fun along the way.

In keeping with the patriotic theme, the host will be Will Smith, the actor 
who saved America from aliens bent on annihilation in 'Independence Day,' 
backed up by 30 dancers.

'Despite all the persiflage and hype and expense,' he said, 'our hope is to 

somehow capture a little of the wonder of democracy on the swamp that George 
Washington chose as our capital and designed into a city, between the monuments 
to Lincoln and Washington with the Capitol in the background.'

'In this cynical age,' he concluded, 'it makes your heart beat a little 
faster.'
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Organizers say the "midnight moment" will feature fireworks and sound-and- 
light displays centered on the 555-foot-tall monument.

Worries about possible violence surfaced Thursday when police briefly closed 
the city's second-largest federal government office complex and a road just four 
blocks from the White House because of a security scare. Police converged on the 
xonald Reagan Building and International Trade Center after a bomb-sniffing dog 
on routine patrol reacted to what could have been explosive material, a police 
spokesman said. The police bomb squad found no explosives there.

This afternoon, the president and first lady will participate in a 
celebration of children.

The "America's Millennium" celebration is being tempered by concerns about 
notential terrorism and possible Y2K glitches. Officials are happy to make grand 
predictions about the next 1,000 years but are less certain about this weekend.

About 50 stars and 450 singers, dancers and musicians will participate in the 
extravaganza produced by Quincy Jones and George Stevens Jr. The list of 
entertainers includes host Will Smith, Tom Jones and Diane Keaton.

Never before has there been an extravaganza with such glamour and fireworks. 
Never before have government officials shut down bridges, closed so many streets 
and called out the National Guard to do it.

Clinton, who will have a private gala at the White House earlier in the 
evening, plans to read some passages from the works of Abraham Lincoln during 
remarks just before the stroke of midnight.

"We're trying to strike a balance between taking the right precautionary 
measures and letting people know the information we have and not creating an 
unnecessary fear," Deputy White House press secretary Jake Siewert said. "We 
obviously wouldn't have invited people to the mall unless we were intent upon 
making it safe," he said.

Snow fences have been set up between the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington 
Monument to help control and monitor the crowd. Officers of the U. S. Park 
Police will be stationed at each of the four entrances to the viewing area to 
inspect packages and look for suspicious behavior, officials said.

The program, to be shown live on CBS, includes a dramatic fireworks display 
that planners say will out-sparkle anything ever done in Washington, a city that 
takes its Fourth of July festivities seriously.

You put the District of Columbia's 3,500 police officers on extended shifts 
and then ask the Defense Department and the city's National Guard for additional 
help.

Organizers predict about 500,000 revelers will turn out for a $ 12 million 
New Year's Eve celebration at the Lincoln Memorial. It features an array of 
big-name performers and a special 18-minute Steven Spielberg film. The event is 
funded by private and corporate donations.

So how do you protect half a million people on a night that prompted cities 
such as Seattle to cancel galas because of security worries?

By LAURENCE McQUILLAN
USA Today

BODY :
for tonight's unprecedented gala

Washington, D.C. - President Clinton has been dreaming of ushering in 2000 
with a celebration like none other in the storied history of Washington, where 
party planners always try to outdo their predecessors. It looks like his dream 
will come true.

■ Law.,enforcement officers will direct traffic at about 150 street 
intersections-. Large “sect ions of major arteries downtown will be shut down, as 
will the Memorial and Theodore Roosevelt bridges and the adjacent sections of 
the George Washington Memorial Parkway.
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BODY:
Yearlong celebration- President Clinton opened America's millennium 

celebration New Year's Eve Friday by saying it was not just "a kick off" but a 
whole yearlong of events throughout the coming year. He deferred mainly to first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton who has been planning the celebration for the past 
two years and set the tone with the motto: "Honor the past and imagine the 
future." Several activities were planned, including a star-studded, black tie 
dinner at the White House, and a three-hour gala at the Lincoln Memorial. A 
highlight of the program under blue skies and a bright warm sun on the Mall was 
the first lady's announcement of the items to go into the refrigerator-sized 
national time capsule, including: Louie Armstrong's trumpet:, a piece of the 
Berlin Wall and a transistor that launched the information age. Retired Gen. 
Colin Powell contributed dog tags from the wars American soldiers fought. The 
time capsule, to be stored in the National Archives, will be opened m 100 
years. "This is more than a unique moment for our calendar,- it is also a unique 
moment for our country," Clinton told the outdoor crowd.

"Our economy is strong, our social fabric is on the mend. We are moving 
forward on America's remarkable journey of creating a more unified nation, a 
more just society, a more perfect union," he added. In introducing his wife, 
Clinton said: "Now, it is my privilege to present the person who has done more 
than anyone else in America to help us appreciate and properly celebrate the 
dawn of the new millennium. Ladies and gentlemen, the first lady of the United 
States." "Almost three years ago, when the White House Millennium Council began 
planning a celebration for the National Mall built around our theme, 'To Honor 
the Past and Imagine the Future,” the president said, "we decided that an 
important way to capture this moment in time would be by filling a national time 
^■apoule -- filled not only with the symbols and achievements of the century just 
past, but with our hopes and dreams for the next." The first lady said thinkers 
and builders and creators of this century were invited to contribute to the time 
capsule, including "all the past recipients of our nation's highest honors in 
the arts and humanities, in science and technology, in citizenship and 
leadership -- as well as the thinkers and builders and creators of the future" 
and students from across the country. "We asked them all to help us fill this 
time capsule, and their responses have been overwhelming," she said. Teachers 
and students nominated computers, while scientists nominated the transistors 
that made them possible, the first lady revealed. She said Bruce Penniman's 
English class in Amherst, Massachusetts, sent a highlighted copy of Ralph 
Ellison's "The Invisible Man," while novelist Philip Roth recommended works by 
wilxiam Faulkner and Saul Bellow. June Moore's second grade class in Laramie, 
Wyoming, selected the sport of baseball, while playwright August Wilson 
suggested a recording by Bessie Smith. -- --
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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Making Music for the Millennium
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Pedorrrers from the cast of the New York ^mtsical “Stomp" rehearse at the Lincoln Memorial for their New Year’s Eve performance 

in “America's Millennium Gala." A list of events, including times and acts, is available at u'umr.americasmillennium.gov.
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Time Capsule Contents 

Th1’ nation's millrnnium time 
capsule—which won’t be opened until 
•j KM)—will contain items like these: a 
Hostess Twinkic. Ray Charles's sunuiasscs. a 
chunk ot the Ih-rlin Wall, a cell phone, a 
World Wat II helmet and a student-made 
collage tealuring pictures of I’okemon 
cartoon characters. Fidel Castro and a box oi 
Lean Cuisine. President Clinton and Hillary

Rodham Clinton, who hatched the idea of 
the capsule to symbolize America at the 
century's end. will officially unveil its 
contents at a ceremony tomorrow. A 
prototype will then go on display al the 
National Museum of American History, and 
the actual capsule—a 4-by 6-l»y-2-knit 
cliest— will be limit in the spring and then 
stored in 'he National Archives.

ThIIRSPAV. I>V< iMtint Io. IQ'IQ



Daily News (New York)

December 29, 1999, Wednesday SPORTS FINAL EDITION

SECTION: NEWS; Pg. 6 MILLENNIUM COUNTDOWN

LENGTH: 254 words

HEADLINE: MILLENNIUM SPECTACULAR SET FOR D.C.

BYLINE: By KENNETH R. BAZINET DAILY NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU

"We refuse to feed into the fear," said co-producer Quincy Jones.
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Before partygoers get a chance to see the fireworks or listen to entertainers 
- ranging from U2's Bono to Las Vegas crooner Tom Jones to opera diva Jessye 
Norman - they will have to pass through one of four security checkpoints.

Clinton will later play host to a couple of black-tie White House parties, 
although he may have his sleeve tugged in mid-waltz if any serious Y2K problems 
flare up.

Unlike Seattle, where fears of a terrorist attack shut down that city's 
millennium celebration, the show will go on in the nation's capital, with the 
President and First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton in attendance.

"America's Millennium Gala at the Lincoln Memorial" will be a star-studded 
extravaganza that CBS will air live from 10 p.m. Friday to 1 a.m. Saturday.

Much of the mall will be fenced in and lined with personnel from the FBI, 
Washington police, U.S. Park Police, Capitol police and Secret Service agents, 
among others. Bomb-sniffing dogs will search coolers, backpacks and purses.

BODY:
WASHINGTON - The most spectacular New Year's celebration may not be in Times 
Square, but on the National Mall, where President Clinton and 500,000 others 
will celebrate - guarded by a thick cordon of police.

The highlight of the Washington bash will occur at midnight, when Clinton 
lights a fuse that will run down the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, over the 
Reflecting Pool and shoot up the Washington Monument to ignite a massive 
fireworks display.
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Called "The Unfinished Journey," Spielberg has collaborated

And in the middle of the frenzy that is transforming the mall 
into one of the world’s largest sound and stage theaters, Spielberg 
rushed to finish his latest cinematic wonder, an effort that has 
consumed a hefty block of his time since June. But he isn't being 
pressed to meet the deadline of a major motion picture studio. 
Instead, he's busy wrapping up a movie for the president of the 
United States.

Tuesday, a contingent of workers raced to complete the giant outdoor 
stage featuring jumbo movie screens and thousands of lights at 
the base of the Lincoln Memorial that will be the centerpiece 
of the gala. Beyond the Reflecting Pool at the Washington Monument, 
a similar group of workers worked feverishly on final details 
of a pyrotechnic outburst that is set to explode at midnight.

Americans not on the Mall can view it on CBS, which has the exclusive 
broadcast rights to what is being billed as "America's Millennium 
Gala." The show starts at 10 p.m. Eastern.

And before the evening is over here -- sometime around 1 a.m. 
Eastern -- about 50 stars and almost 450 singers, dancers and 
musicians will have appeared during the three-hour New Year's 
Eve extravaganza at the National Mall co-produced by Quincy Jones 
and George Stevens Jr.

"You will see almost everything you could imagine," 
Jones said.

BODY:
WASHINGTON -- When midnight tolls on Friday, the Washington Monument 

will become a giant sparkler. Thirty minutes before, the Lincoln 
Memorial will be a giant movie screen for Academy Award-winning 
director Steve Spielberg's tribute to the nation as some 500,000 
celebrants will hear the strains of composer John Williams' latest 
original score.

December 29, 1999, Wednesday,



"The music runs the full gamut," Jones said.

I

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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"It's never crossed our minds to cancel this. We are prepared," 
Lovell said.

"There's lots to be said about staying at home near the fireplace, 
but for those who come here, they will see something special that 
they will remember for the rest of their lives."

"It’s just a thank you to the past and a present for the 
future, and this is the most symbolic setting to bring in the 
next 1,000 years and salute the last 100."

Slated for an 11:33 p.m. showing, the movie features five acts 
- immigration and the building of America; the various wars the 
country fought; sports and show business personalities; the Civil 
Rights and Women's Rights movements; and flight and technology.

with Williams to develop a 20-minute concert of original music, 
poetry and Images highlighting the 20th century.

"We've put together a musical and gaudy celebration of why 
we are all here today, and what were the shoulders we stood on 
to achieve this moment in time," Spielberg, whose credits 
include "Schindler's List," "Saving Private Ryan," 
and "E.T.," said about his movie.

Stevens and Ellen Lovell, director of the White House Millennium 
Council, said the show would go on rain, shine or snow - and despite 
concerns over possible terrorist acts that led to the cancellation 
of Seattle's millennium party.

President Clinton and first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will host 
3,000 stars, diplomats, congressional leaders and friends for 
the millennium gala. Among the celebrities invited to an elegant 
White House dinner and the festivities on the Mall are Muhammad 
Ali, Elizabeth Taylor, Don McLean, Robert De Niro, Robert Duvall, 
Bono, Diane Keaton and Jack Nicholson.

The celebration culminates at midnight with a high-tech, sound 
and light display. Clinton will light a special fuse at the Lincoln 
Memorial that will race down the middle of the Reflecting Pool 
and ignite a pyrotechnic explosion that will feature two separate 
bursts of fireworks. Cascades of fireworks will turn the 555-foot 
Washington Monument into a giant sparkler.

"I have a feeling the space we're on will be the safest place 
anywhere in the United States," Stevens said. "People 
should enjoy the night and live it and consider it as a night 

of celebration.

The high-profile, celebrity-studded party will also include performances 
by Tom Jones, Trisha Yearwood, Kenny Rodgers, The Supremes and 
the 25-member company of "Stomp," along with a 100-piece 
orchestra and the combined bands, choirs and marching units of 
the U.S. Armed Forces. Everything from jazz to rock 'n' roll to 
country and western will be played.

Clinton will make a brief speech. The gala's emcee is actor Will 
Smith.
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fund-raiser Terence R.
McAuliffe declared gleefully,
having helped to raise what
White House organizers ex­
pect they wall need to host
the weekend of celebration.
'There’s been a huge out­
pouring of people... on very
short notice "

The nail-biting, three-month time line to pull in the 
money was "very late," McAuliffe said, especially be­
cause many corporate and philanthropic budgets had 
been committed for the year. It also complicated plan­
ning for the show, which is costing nearly $13 million, 
and for the Smithsonian Institution s three days of pro­
grams. demonstrations and exhibits.

T r------ -

Nearly $15 Million Raised 
In 3-Monlh Money Sprint
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Dave and Vickie Spencer, visiting Washington from 
Newport News, Va., huddle for warmth near the Lincoln 

Memorial, which is closed to the public during the 

preparations for the New Year’s Eve extravaganza.
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By Susan Levine

U a«hingt»n Post .Stn/f Itntfr

The New Year’s Eve extravaganza that will r<x k the 
Lincoln Memorial is being financed with nearly $15 mil­
lion from about 40 companies, foundations and individu­
als. the event’s main money man said yesterday.

The total includes more than $3.2 million that CBS 
television paid to broadcast the Friday night show live, 
which means the network
will not be cutting away to --------------------------------

the traditional ball-drop at
Tunes Square in New York

“It’s been a huge success," Street ClOSIIIgS
Some sections of 
streets in the District 
will be closed, starting 
today. A map showing 
the closings appears on 
PageBS.
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that will provide one of the pro­
gram's most illuminating surprises.

Tourists and gawkers stopped 
ami pointed, and those who followed 
Lincoln’s gaze toward the Washing­
ton Monument could see the line of 
fireworks stanchions down the mid­
dle of the Reflecting Pool.

Just seconds before midnight Fri­
day. President Clinton will light the 
fuse that will race down the pool and 
ignite a pyrotechnic razzmatazz at 
the monument.

The show will l»e topped by two 
separate bursts of fireworks that one 
organizer estimates are costing 
$500,000 to $1 million.

The front steps of the memorial 
were a hectic, scaffolded scene yes­
terday as hundreds of workers in 
hard hats continued construction of 
the wide stage floor and elevated 
VIP seating. To the right and left 
stand the massive light towers that 
will spotlight performers, and two 
huge cranes hold a metal-framed sun

By then, the memorial's trans­
formation into giant outdoor stage 
will be complete. And before the fi­
nal bow's at 1 a.m. New Year's Day, 
some 50 stars will have paraded be­
fore the audience, joined by almost 
450 singers, dancers and musicians 
in the three-hour production.

y

Washington 
Monument

But by mid-December, he and fi­
nance co-chairman David Jones 
knew they would meet their goal 
and surpass it by a healthy million. It 
didn't hurt that they pitched the 
fund raising as a way to help the en­
tire nation celebrate the millenni­
um—or that other major events 
elsewhere folded for lack of interest 
and support.

Three companies contributed at 
least $1 million, and the names of 
Slim-Fast Foods Co., of West Palm 
Beach, Fla., Cisco Systems Inc., of 
San Jose, and lnfoUSA.com. of 
Omaha, probably will be displayed 
prominently at the memorial Friday 

night.
Three other companies gave 

$500,000 to $1 million, according to 
sources involved in the planning. On 
that short list are Discovery Com­
munications Inc., of Bethesda, Lock­
heed Marlin Corp., of Bethesda, and 
Tommy Hilfigcr Corp., of New York.

Programs to be distributed Fri­
day, starting at an 11 a.m. opening 
ceremony with President Clinton 
and Hillary Rodham Clinton, will 
list the dozens of others who donat­
ed at least $100,000—including 
Synergies Energy Development, of 
Annapolis; the Kovler Foundation of 
Washington; James Kimsey, chair­
man emeritus of America Online 
Inc.; America Online, of Dulles; Fan­
nie Mac and Freddie Mac; Jonathan 
Ledecky, co-owner of the Washing­
ton Capitals; and Larry Harris, gen­
eral counsel for Teligent Inc. of Vien-

SF

3. Tomorrow (starting at 1 pan.) 12th Street between Independence 
and Pennsylvania; both reopen at 11 p.m. Jan. 2.

4. Thursday (starting at 12:01 p.m.)

Tenth and 11th streets. NW. between Constitution and 
Pennsylvania avenues, until 7a.m. Jan 2.

— Street closings |

i-c=s

Road Closings

A number of street closings will be in effect for this weekend, 
but some streets are closing sections as early as today. Below 
are the street closings for the District up to Friday. A more 
complete guide to street closings, including Friday and 
Saturday closings, will appear later in the week.
1. Today (starting at 7 p.m.)

Constitution Avenue between 9th and 14th until
11 p.m. Jan. 2.

2. Tomorrow (starting at 1 p.m.) 12th Street Tunnel northbound
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Workers erect scaffolding as part of the process of transforming the Lincoln Memorial into a giant outdoor stage.
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Stars, pyrotechnics to shine brightly as

White House welcomes 2000

I

• » « -W

fulfill their theme to “honor the 
past — imagine the future"

"This will be no ordinary party 
for no ordinary time,’’ Mrs. Clinton 
said recently in announcing the 
events. "This is a tremendous op­
portunity to really unite our na 
lion.’’

Indeed, it will be no ordinary 
party for the approximately 320 
people invited to ring in the new 
year by dining at the White House

s \<W\

* —and that^ the short list Another 
100 family members of those 
guests also have been invited, but 
they’ll be dining in a heated tent 
in the Rose Garden. And yet an­
other 500 to 600 guests will join the 
White House party for post-mid­
night dancing.

While White House dinners al­
ways include an assortment of big 
names from the worlds of enter- 
ainme^t, business, government

and academia, this one looks to re­
ally pull out all the stops.

‘These people are innovators 
and creators, from the fields of art 
and history to sports and enter­
tainment, who have greatly con­
tributed to our American culture 
and heritage,” said lbby Graff a 
spokesman for the first lady's'of­
fice \

The illustrious list includes 
• • See PA1HY, P^ge’BA 
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BY JANE FULLERTON unveiling a lime capsule, hosting a
axxansas DEMocRAroAZETTr. White House dinner and attending

WASHINGTON — Leave it to a three-hour extravaganza at the 
the Clinton White House to cele- Lincoln Memorial, culminating in 
brate the -advent of 2000 with a a midnight fireworks show at the 
Hollywood flourish set against the Washington Monument 
backdrop of Amencan history. It’s all part of a threeday ccle-

ThatY fte plan for New Year's bration of "America's Millennium" 
Eve as President Clinton and first in the nation^ -capital that com- 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton are bines blg-namc entertainment 
set to lead a full day of festivities with deep-thought seminars in a 
to *ark the beginning of 2000 by iMetade that organizers hope will



Party guests — the White House diners, 2000."
along with various diplomats. • 
members of Congress and local 

But organizers and White

hew3S

elected officials — who’ll also be 
sitting outside for the show, sched-

partyers and the purists.
Nevertheless, come Friday the

pull off this spectacle It seems the 
National Park Sendee was a bit

ed “2000" in front of the monu­
ment

Stevens, one of the event’s pro­
hospitality centers will be located ducers, has characterized the dis- 
along the Mall. play as “a once-in-a-lifetime sight"

While the White House is mak- Part of the reason it's once-in-a-
ing arrangements for any guests lifetime is that organizers had to 
who don’t want to, endure the secure a change in the regulations 
open-air show, most seem to be regarding use of the monument to 
game for the millennial event -

“I don't think anyone’s had a 
problem so far” said one White concerned about the use of py- 
House aide. rotechnics so close to the monu-

In the final half-hour of 1999, went, which has just undergone a 
those willing to sit it out will hear SlOmillion cleaning, 
from the president as he makes re-

Tbat Web site, which includes 
details on the festivities, is at 

ww-wamericasrnlllcnninm.gov 
____ _________ The pyrotechnic spectacle will 
uled to begin at 10 p.m. Washington be started by the president who. 

in the moments before midnight

• Continued from Page 1A 
$ych cultural icons as boxer 
Muhammad Ali and actress Eliza­
beth Taylor. Also on the piest list 
ace . actors Robert DeNiro. Jack 
Njcbolson and Mary Tyler Moore; 
playwright Neil Simon; violinist 
Itzhak Perlman; opera divas Jessye 
Norman and Kathleen Battle; and 
historian Arthur Schlesinger.

.The millennium dinner will fol­
low the format of a state dinner, 
with the president and first lady 
greeting their visitors in a formal 
receiving line. But so many guests 
will be present that the meal will 
be served in both the State Dining 
Room and the East Room, an 
arrangement that will require the 
president to offer two toasts

After dinner, the Clintons and 
their guests will head to the Lincoln 
Memorial for a three-hour gala pro­
duced by Quincy Jones and George 
Stevens Jr. That site was chosen be­
cause of its significance, having 
been the site of such historic events 
aS Marian Anderson’s 1939 concert 
after being denied access to Consti­
tution Hall by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr.'s 1963 "I 
Flhve a Dream" speech. It was also 
Mdf* that Clinton celebrated his 
1993 inauguration.

I • “This time, the entertainment is 
scheduled to include actor and 
singer Will Smith, who will serve 
as master of ceremonies, along 
tffth actors Robert Duvall, Sam 
Waterston, Diane Keaton and 
Earthy Mattea; singers Bobby Me- 
Ferrin, Kenny Rogers. Luther Van- 
drbss, Trisha Yearwood, BeBe 
Winans and Don McLean; Broad­
way star Brian Stokes Mitchell; 
producer Luke Cressweli and his 
25-member company of the Broad­
way production Stomp, as well as 
the-combined bands, choirs and 
marching units of the U.S Armed 
Fprces The show will be broad­
cast nationally by CBS.
;• JJere's the catch: While the invi­
tation to join the Clintons may be 
lipCjt’s a good bet the weather will 
be Sold.

go what, precisely, should one 
wbal to a black-tie dinner at the

- ;e House that includes a three-
■ after dinner show held out- 

dows in the middle of a notorious- 
lk fibkle Washington winter? 

J ; Silk long johns. 
; At least that's what White House 
aides are recommending to their 
dinner guests And it's good advice 
fpr the rest of the 3.000 invited

time and last until 1 a m.
The event is also open to the will light a long fbse at the Lincoln 

public, but organizers won’t predict Memorial that will travel the 
how many people will turn out length of the Reflecting Pool to ig-

Despite the tricky fashion logis- nite the fireworks at the Washing- 
tics. White House aides and event ton Monument At 11:59:50 EST, a 
organizers are confident the invit- countdown of 10 firework cascades 
ed guests are up to the challenge, will start, ascending the monu- 
And they’ll be receiving goody ment to ultimately illuminate the 
bags with “warming items" — as entire obelisk at midnight
one aide described them — such That will be followed by the 
as scarves, seat cushions and lighting of a 50-foot-high illuminat- 
hand-warmers.

In addifion, warm air will be
piped under the seats, and heated

from the president as he makes re- The idea even elicited a letter 
marks and will watch the pre^ of opposition from Rep. Ralph 
miere of an 18-minute film. The Regula, R-Ohio, who chairs a sub- 
Vnfinished Journey, produced by committee overseeing the Interior 
Steven Spielberg. Department, which oversees the

The film will feature "original park service. Regula objected to 
music, poetry and images, evoking fireworks being attached to the 
the highlights and spirit of the last scaffolding that now covers the 
century," according to organizers. 555-foot monument ■
Poets Robert Pinsfot Rita Dove "A fireworks display attached 
and Maya Angelou are contribut- to the monument is a desecration 
ing original works, while conduc- of the values inherent in our des- 
tor John Will i ams is composi ng an ignation of such monuments." Reg­
original score. ula wrote in a letter to Interior

The event will build toward a Secretary Bruce Babbitt, 
"midnight moment" fireworks
spectacle that organizers say will House aides insist steps art? being 
"mark the time we pass into the taken to protect the monument 
new century and new millennium." They point out the fireworks are

But not everyone, even the or- not the large, exploding kind, but 
ganizers, agrees with that interpre- “sparkler things, like you set off as 
tation of the timing. a kid." which will be attached to

On its Web site, the White House the scaffolding rather than the 
Millennium Council, which is coor- monument itself,
dinating the events, acknowledges After the midnight display, the 
that, technically speaking, “the next entertainment will continue for
millennium is not officially reached about an hour. It will conclude
until January 1.2001." with a fireworks finale originating

That’s why the White House is from barges anchored in the Po-
actually celebrating a “millenni- tomac River behind the Lincoln
um year” to accommodate both the Memorial, similar to the setup

used for July Fourth festivities.
In the wee hours of the morning, 

show must go on, because, as the the Clintons and their guests, now 
council's Web site points out totaling about 1,000 people, will 
“Much of the world is planning to make their way back to 1600 Penn- 
celebrate on December 31, 1999, sylvania Avenue for dancing fol 
when the calendar flips to the year lowed by another meal: breakfast.
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HEADLINE: Fireworks cascade to welcome Y2K in Washington

BYLINE: Jeff Nesmith

That's quite a drop from the 600,000 originally expected.

The president will speak briefly, then light the fuse.

You may contact Jeff Nesmith atjeffnfcoxnews.com. A

Then, starting at 11:59:50, 10 successive bursts of brilliant white stars 
will rain down the sides of the monument, each 55 feet above the one before it.

The Clintons will host a dinner for 1,000 invited guests at the White House. 
A select 320 guests, including Muhammad Ali and Elizabeth Taylor, will sit down 
with the first couple in the White House. The rest -- members of Congress and 
others -- will dine in a heated tent in the Rose Garden.

A 37-foot-long mobile command center has been stationed on the Mall for use 
by police, fire and other emergency officials -- another reminder of the vague 
but real concern about Y2K terrorism.

If all goes well, a daylong celebration will climax with a pyrotechnic 
extravaganza described by its producer as a once-in-a-millennium cascade of 
brilliant white "stars" raining down from the 555-foot Washington Monument.

After dinner, the Clintons and 500 of their guests will go to the Lincoln 
Memorial for a splashy "America's Millennium Gala," hosted by actor-rapper Will 
Smith.

From the Lincoln Memorial several hundred yards away, Clinton will light a 
fuse 20 seconds before midnight to set off the finale. It will take 10 seconds 
for the fuse to burn its way to the base of the Washington Monument, currently 
surrounded by an elaborate scaffold because of refurbishing work.

Beer, wine and champagne will be sold at the Mall celebration, but alcohol 
consumption will be monitored with a wristband accounting system and limited to 
a four-block area east of the Washington Monument.

The difference is likely the result of continuous cautions from President 
Clinton and other officials for Americans to be "vigilant" about possible 
terrorist acts during the holiday season.-

For a period of 20 seconds, all 10 segments of the fireworks display will 
bum simultaneously. Then, beginning again at the bottom, they will start 
shutting down. . 

An "America's Millennium Gala" show preceding the fireworks will be televised 
by CBS.

In the last half-hour of the year, large projection screens erected beside 
the Lincoln Memorial will show an 18-minute movie, "The Unfinished Journey," by 
Steven Spielberg.

But the millennium events are to take up most of the day, beginning at 11 
a.m. with performances on the Mall by youth choirs, the U.S. Marine Corps Band 
and other performers. The president and first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will 
unveil a "National Millennium Time Capsule," containing artifacts representing 
America at the end of the 20th century, at the 11 a.m. event.

Finally, beginning at precisely midnight, the entire monument will be covered 
with "a stunningly beautiful waterfall" of white pyrotechnics, said Philip 
Butler, who is producing the show for Fireworks by Grucci, a venerable Long 
Island company.

The White House office of the first lady, which is coordinating the plans, 
was predicting last week that 100,000 people would show up for the festivities.

BODY:
WASHINGTON -- Champagne, music, a fireworks display -- and a touch of anxiety 

-- will set the tone of the "America's Millennium" celebration on the Washington 
Mall on New Year's Eve.
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That's quite a drop from the 600,000 originally expected.

>

In addition to the customary "lost kids" tent, a new 37-foot-long mobile 
command center has been stationed on the Mall for use by police, fire and other 
emergency officials --  another reminder of the vague but real concern of Y2K
terrorism.

From the Lincoln Memorial several hundred yards away, Clinton will light a 
fuse 20 seconds before midnight to set off the finale.

The difference is likely the result of cautions from President Clinton and 
other officials for Americans to be "vigilant" about possible terrorist acts 
during the holiday season.

If all goes well, a daylong celebration will climax with a pyrotechnic 
extravaganza described by its producer as a once-in-a-millennium cascade of 
brilliant white "stars" raining down from the 555-foot Washington Monument.

It will take 10 seconds for the fuse to burn its way to the base of the 
Washington Monument, currently surrounded by an elaborate scaffold because of 
refurbishing work.

Then, starting at 11:59:50 p.m., 10 successive bursts of brilliant white 
stars will rain down the sides of the monument, each 55 feet above the one 
before it.

The White House office of the first lady, which is coordinating plans for 
ringing in the first year that starts with a "2" the next millennium won't 
actually start until Jan. 1, 2001   predicted last week that 100,000 people 
would show up for the festivities.

BODY:
Champagne, music, a spectacular fireworks display --  and a touch of anxiety --
will set the tone of the "America's Millennium" celebration on the Washington 
Mall on New Year's Eve.



The president will speak briefly, then light the fuse.
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In addition, auditoriums in the Hirshhorn and the museums of American history 
and national history will present a continuous series of 33 hourlong lectures on 
subjects ranging from bluegrass music to the future of sports in America.

"The monument is a national icon which is held in great reverence," Butler 
said last week, "and we could never use it as a fireworks stage, except for the 
scaffolding being there.

Beer, wine and champagne will be sold at the Mall celebration, but alcohol 
consumption will be monitored with a wristband accounting system and limited to 
a four-block area east of the Washington Monument.

After dinner, the Clintons and 500 guests will go to the Lincoln Memorial for 
the splashy "America’s Millennium Gala," hosted by actor-rapper Will Smith.

The Clintons will host a dinner for 1,000 invited guests at the White House. 
A select 320, including former boxing champ Muhammad Ali and actress Elizabeth 
Taylor, will sit down with the first couple in the White House. The rest, 
members of Congress and others, will dine in a heated tent in the Rose Garden.

"America's Millennium Gala," a TV show, will be televised by CBS preceding 
the fireworks.

Streets immediately around the Mall will be closed, and city officials have 
urged those attending the celebration to use the subway system. Subways will 
operate until 3 a.m. and buses until 4 a.m.

The gala will include entertainment by Robert Duvall, Diane Keaton, Kathy 
Mattea, Bobby McFerrin, Don McLean, Brian Stokes Mitchell, Kenny Rogers, Luther 
Vandross, Tricia Yearwood, Sam Waterston, BeBe Winans and Luke Cresswell, 
accompanied by the 25-member company of the Broadway production " Stomp."

Tickets are free, but have all been given out on a first-come, first-served 
basis, a Smithsonian spokesperson said.

The president and first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton will unveil the ” 
National Millennium Time Capsule," containing artifacts representing America at 
the end of the 20th century, at the 11 a.m. event.

Finally, beginning at precisely midnight, the entire monument will be covered 
with "a stunningly beautiful waterfall" of white pyrotechnics, said Philip 
Butler, who is producing the show for Fireworks by Grucci, a venerable Long 
Island, N.Y., company.

In the last half-hour of the year, large projection screens erected beside 
the Lincoln Memorial will show an 18-minute movie, "The Unfinished Journey" by 

Steven Spielberg.

Four Smithsonian Mall museums --  the National Air and Space Museum, the
National Museum of Natural History, the Hirshhorn Museum and the National Museum 
of American History --  will operate at their normal hours, 10 a.m. to 5:30
p.m., throughout the New Year's weekend, Dec. 31 through Jan. 2.

But the millennium events are to take up most of the day, beginning at 11 a. 
m. with performances on the Mall by youth choirs, the U.S. Marine Corps Band and 
other performers.

GRAPHIC: Photo
Actress Elizabeth Taylor
Photo
Former boxing champ Muhammad All

For 20 seconds, all 10 segments of the fireworks display will burn 
simultaneously. Then, beginning again at the bottom, they will start shutting 
down.

"Through a lot of effort on everybody's part, including the National Park 
Service, we worked out a way to use the scaffolds and not the monument itself 
for our spectacular. This will never be done again --  unless maybe in the year
3000."
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New Orleans: The passing of 1999 will be mourned in New Orleans as the Big 
Easy ushers out the old year with an old-fashioned jazz funeral. Beginning at 10 

on New Year's Eve, a Mass of resurrection (formerly known as a requiem 
Mass) will be held at St. Augustine Catholic Church. A traditional jazz funeral
follows: a full funeral cortege, with dirges playing and a horse-drawn casket, 
will progress from the church to the gates of the St. Louis No. 1 Cemetery.
There, a gate-side ceremony in which "the body is cut loose" will officially put
the 1900s to rest. Participants then will march and dance through the French
Quarter, symbolizing the good years ahead. For more information: (504) 565-8104.

New York: More than 1 million people are expected for what's supposed to be 
the biggest Times Square New Year's Eve party ever. There's even a new ball that 
will drop at midnight -- a 6-foot-diameter, 1,070-pound ball covered with 504 
Waterford crystal triangles and illuminated by 600 multicolored light bulbs and 
nearly 100 strobe lights and mirrors. Whew!

Lubec, Maine: The small town of Lubec, Maine, will usher in the new year with 
fireworks at dawn rather than midnight. Lubec, the easternmost point in the 
continental United States, is taking advantage of its distinction: Residents and 
visitors can park cars at the water's edge and face east to see one of North 
America's first sunrises of 2000. For more information:
www.nemaine.com/lubecmillennium.

Las Vegas: Barbra Streisand's show at the MGM Grand is getting all the press, 
but there are plenty of other things going on. For classic rock fans, there's 
the Fremont Street Experience, a trippy light show and rock concert starring REO 
Speedwagon, Guess who and Starship. Bette Midler plays the Mandalay Resort and 
Casino; Pat Benatar is at the Las Vegas Hilton; Rod Stewart is at the Rio Hotel; 
Hall and Oates are at Caesar's Palace; and Elton John and Tina Turner play the 
Thomas Mack Arena on Dec. 30. For a complete lineup: millenniumvegas.com or 
(702) 892-7575.

Anchorage, Alaska: The streets of Anchorage will blaze with light when the 
city welcomes the new millennium. Lighting one candle from another, residents 
will march in a parade through the city. The Night of Light also will feature a 
giant lighted arch leading into a downtown area filled with such displays as an 
outdoor garden of lights that will seem to turn the night sky into day. For more 
information: (907) 274-3531 or www.anchorage.net.

The party begins at 7 a.m. with the arrival of the year 2000 in the South 
Pacific. For the next 24 hours, six gigantic Panasonic Astrovision video screens 
set up around the square will broadcast live images of the people and cultures 
of each of the world's time zones. At midnight, the ball drop will be 
accompanied by a light show, fireworks, puppets, waves of confetti and thousands 
of balloons. Can't stand crowds? For high rollers there's a party with 
entertainment by Sting, Aretha Franklin, Enrique Iglasias and Andrea Bocelli. 
For more information: (800) 692-84-748 NYC-VISIT, or www.celebration2000.com.

BODY:
Washington, D.C.: There will be lots of flag-waving in the nation's capital, 

which is throwing a three-day America's Millennium party on the National Mall. 
New Year's Eve events will feature a stirring show at the Lincoln Memorial, 
hosted by the Clintons. Stars of the entertainment world, including Quincy Jones 
and The Supremes, are slated to perform, along with a 100-piece orchestra and 
the combined bands, choirs and marching units of the U.S. Armed Forces. An
18-minute Steven Spielberg film about the highlights of the 20th century will be 
shown for the first time. The celebration culminates at midnight with a 
high-tech sound-and-light display. Meanwhile, the four Smithsonian museums are 
staging special exhibits and performances Dec. 31-Jan. 2. All are free. For more 
information: (202) 789-7000 or (800) 294-2100. On the Web: www.washington.org; 
www.americasmilennium/.

Chicago: The Windy City is throwing a 2,000-Minute Party, dubbed Dance 'til 
the Dawn of the New Millennium, at which a dance step commissioned for the 
occasion, the Milly, will be introduced. At Navy Pier on Lake Michigan, a clock 
posted on the 150-foot Ferris wheel will count down the seconds until 
midnight, when the sky over the lake will light up with fireworks and lasers. 
For more information: (312) 742-2001 or www.chicago2001.org.



«

For more information: (206) 615-0345 or www.seattlecenter.com/millennium .
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GRAPHIC: The Queen Mary, a ship turned hotel in Long Beach, is among dozens of 
California hotels planning New Year's Eve celebrations. The Queen has the 
advantage of offering front-rail views of the fireworks at midnight.

Seattle: The party of the century in this neck of the woods takes place at 
Seattle Center, a 72-acre urban park downtown. The Seattle Millennium Festival, 
Dec. 26-Jan. 1, is a free family event featuring cultural music and dancing, 
light shows, a performance by Cirque Eos, a sculptural fire ceremony, art and 
food vendors and street performers. The celebration peaks at midnight with the 
launch of thousands of fireworks from the Space Needle.

Louisville, Ky. : It sounds like science fiction: At the stroke of midnight, a 
"phototonic transmitter" (giant laser) , will power up and launch the official 
Millennium Message of Louisville into deep space. Driven by a massive array of 
YAG lasers, a collection of humanity's thoughts on the new millennium - sent to 
the city via e-mail from around the world - will be digitized and beamed into 
the night sky. For more information: (888) 568-4784.

Key West, Fla.: Key West never drops the ball when celebrating the new year. 
The Florida city just drops everything else. Thousands will flock to Sloppy 
Joe's Bar to watch the annual dropping of the conch shell to welcome 2000. The 
Atlantic Shores Resort invites celebrants to watch as an "alien" is dropped into 
the resort's swimming pool at the stroke of midnight. If those celebrations are 
a little too tame, revelers can head over to upper Duval Street, where they can 
count down as a red, 6-foot-long, high-heeled shoe lowers Sushi, a drag queen, 
from the balcony of the Bourbon Street Pub/New Orleans House. For more 
information: (800) 527-8539 or www.fla-keys.com.

Philadelphia: More than 2,000 Rockys - identical in gray sweats and navy knit 
caps - will storm up the steps of the Philadelphia Art Museum like the hero of 
the 1976 Sylvester Stallone movie. The running of the Rockys, at 7 a.m. New 
Year's Eve, kicks off 24 Events in 24 Hours, a citywide celebration. For more 
information: (215) 686-2000 or millennium.philadelphia.org.
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tioned in certain areas.
“It’s not going to be business as 

usual. Things will be increased as 
far as visitor protection,’ a Park 1*0- 
lice supervisor said.

People who come—braving low 
teniperatures that typically hover 
just below freezing on Dec. 31— 
will have to pass tlirough one of 
four secured entrances off Consti­
tution Avenue, Independence Ave­
nue or 17th Street. Nearly all of the 
area immediately around the Lin­
coln Memorial will be off-limits to

tuning. With only one week to go. 
construction of the stage is nearly 
complete, and the fireworks tech­
nicians are checking their count­
down. Stevens and co-producer 
Quincy Jones were at the memorial 
last night looking things over.

"Quincy and 1 are exhilarated," 
Stevens said. “We were just out on 
the stage, looking at the Washing­
ton Monument reflected in the Re­
flecting Pbol.... It’s the best can 
vas two struggling producers could 
ask for."
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The orchestra seats are all taken 
If there were a dress circle, it would 
be filled, too. On New Year's Eve, 
the closest the hoi jxilloi will get to 
the star-packed production at the 
Lincoln Memorial will l>e down and 
out—quite literally—al the edge of 
the Reflecting Pool.

A map put out yesterday by 
White House organizers shows 
that public viewing areas for 
“America s Millennium Gala" will

I

CD

start well beyond the drive that en­
circles the memorial, behind a huge 
VIP section for such famous faces 
as Robert De Niro, Elizabeth Tay­
lor and Muhammed Ali.

But the show’s co-producer, 
George Stevens Jr., said distance 
should matter little for the tens of 
thousands of people expected on 
the Mall that night "We've been 
very attentive and most interested 
in making this work for the public," 
he said.

Four huge video screens will be 
near the stage and along the south-

Obituaries
Federal Diary 

Weather

begin at 11:59.50, Stevens said 
witfi delight, the people farther out 
will have “the absolute best view of 
the only, once-in-a-lifetime ... illu­
mination of the Washington Monu­
ment."

In several key ways, the Dec. 31 
production will differ significantly 
from its most frequent comparison, 
the annual Fourth of July show at 
the Mali’s Sylvan Theatre. That 
owes in part to the demands of the 
site: The Lincoln Memorial drops 
away sharply from its top steps, 
pushing the public back farther.

■
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em edge of the Reflecting Pool to 
provide close-ups of host Will 
Smith and nearly three hours 
worth of entertainers. An extensive 
sound system will carry the music 
well down the Mall. Stevens said, 
so that people will have no trouble 
hearing Bono, Luther Vandross, 
Usher and Tom Jones—four more 
periormers whose names were 
added to the program yesterday.

And anyway, by midnight, the 
best seats in the open-air house will 
be those facing in the other direc­
tion. When the aerial pyrotechnics

/■
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the public, according to the White 
House map.

First aid tents will be on either 
side of the Reflecting Pool, and con­
cessions and souvenirs will be sold 
from a large wanning tent.

As the audience gathers that 
night, military bands will begin 
playing at 9 p.m. The Clintons will 
be bused over with their celebrity 
entourage at 9:30. The show, 
broadcast nationally by CBS, will 
start half an hour later.

Now comes the last-minute fine-
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"They’ve done what they could 
to strike a bahnee between securi­
ty, overcrowding and the reahty of 
the terrain," a White House official 
said.

U.S. Park Police will be out in 
force, as wall the Secret Service be­
cause of the presence of President 
Clinton and Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton. Metal detectors will be posi-
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The size of the show also lias re­

quired special staging accommoda­
tions.

"It’s a very unique situation." 
said \5kki Keys, a deputy superin­
tendent at the National Park Ser­
vice.

In addition, given increasingly 
dire alerts this week about possible 
terrorist attacks in the United 
States over the holidays, the gala's 
organizers have scrutinized their 
plans. But there apparently has
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The National Economic C ouniil is ucarimj up. 
Gigi Georges, director of povernment relations 
for the American Federation ot leavhers, is to hr 
National Economic Council chief Gene Sperling s 
overall riRht-hand policy person on several bin 
issues, incltidimf China and the World Trade 
Ori’anization Also. California lawyer David 
Tseng, who worked at the Labor Department in 
this administration and went home to l»e chief 
assistant treasurer o| San Francisco, returns i<> 
be NEC staff director. And. histon- professor 
Sean Dobson who worked at Ute Holocaust 
museum, is advisimf on communications and 

slTateKy.
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—z-rS h'-' planned New Year s Eve millennium 
g fireworks extravaganza, featuring

E=i fireworks cascades down the sides of the 
Washington Monument, is almost certain to be. 
as event cieprnducer George Stevens Jr. says, "a 
once-ima lifetime sight."

That's Irecause the scheme had to overcome a 
federal rule against hanging things from the 
monument and some strong objections from the 
National Park Service. NPS, after a meeting 
about two weeks ago between Stevens and NPS 
chief Robert Stanton, nixed
the idea of using the
Founding Father's
monument as a giant launch
pad.

NPS officials said a
longstanding
regulation—enacted to keep
the monument till limits to
anti-war. abortion and other
demonstrators—barred
hanging explosives from the

monument.
The Park Service

apparently was concerned
that pyrotechnics can be a 
bit dirty and it had just
spent more than $10 million
to clean the monument.
Also, the Park Service is
renting that scaffolding by
the day and was hoping to
take it down by the end of 
the year or thereabouts, but
this will delay that and the
reopening of the
monument. And then there
was the question of creating 
a precedent for getting an
exemption to the regulation—not for some 
important political issue with free speech 
implications or even for some patriotic 
event—but for a New Year’s Eve bash.

But this will never do. the millennium 
planners protester! Their exceptionally fine plan 
would have President Clinton light some kind of 
fuse at the Lincoln Memorial that would go down 
along the reflecting pool and then over to and up 
the monument to start the cascades and other 
explosions This would be huge.
extraordinary—millennial'

So. not to be deterred, the millennium 
planning folks went to the White House to see if 
they could roll the Park Service. The story gets a 
bit murky here. Naturally, there w ere suspicions 
of political string-pulling, what with Steven 
Spielberg and other big contributors involved, 
hut While House folks say their lawyers simply 
referred the planners' lawvers to the Department 
of Interior. No indication of anv call from Clinton 
to Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, said an 
Interior Department spokesman, only questions 

from the planners on "how to make this hap|>en.' 
And guess what? Department lawyers 

scampered down Wednesday—that would lx* the 
200th anniversary of George Washington's 
death—to file a rule revision in the Federal 
Register to allow the fireworks.

A key point favoring the move is that the rule 
against using the “restricted zone" around the 
monument had an “exception" for the “official 
annual commemorative Washington birthday 
celebration." according to the filing 

Of course, that 
“exception" only allows 
chairs to be set up near the 
monument and a wreath to 
be placed inside the 
monument al the foot of 
Washington s statue. 

Chairs, fireworks Hey. 
one exception's as good as 
another.

Francis, Airborne Till 
His Wings Get Clipped

Highflying National 
Transportation Safety 
Board vice chairman Robert 
T. Francis may lx’ spending 
more time on the ground 
next year. His five-year term 
expires at the end of the 
month, though he may slay 
on lor a couple of weeks. 

Francis, who hasn't been 
talking much to colleagues 
since he learneil he was not 
being renominated—he 
ruffled feathers by skipping 
holiday and goodbye parlies 
for senior officials—is 

report’ll to have circumnavigated the globe at 
least three times to carry out his NTSB duties

And there was still one more trip to go. 1 his 
was a 10-day jaunt last month to Paris. Brussels 
and Toulouse on his way to a speech in Morocco. 
NTSB pair! only $2,366.18 and the Moroccan 
government picked up the rest.

NEC and NEC
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Smithsonian Sets Final New Year’s Party Plan
Hr Susan Levink
IFuJuigrun Poti SuffU'riur

The Smithsonian Institution's 
party planners yesterday issued the 
final word on their New Year's week­
end headliners: The king will be 
coming, tire queen won’t

Legendary bluesman B.B. King 
will appear the afternoon of Jan. 2 as 
part of the Smithsonian's “America's 
Millennium on the Mall" festivities, 
although not in an outdoor concert 
as organizers announced premature­
ly in September. Instead, King will 
play and talk about the evolution of 
his music in the far more intimate 
setting of the National Museum of 
Natural History's 565-seat Baird Au­
ditorium.

Intimacy has its drawbacks, how­
ever. Tickets for New Year’s week­
end prognuns became available only 
on Monday, and those for King al­
ready are gone—-although Smith- 
soiiian officials were not allowed 
even to utter the initials B.B. pub­
licly until tixlay because of contrac­
tual obligtitions related to the mu­
sician’s concert last night at
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the Search for Extraterrestrial In­
telligence Institute—are part of the 
eclectic discussions and performanc­
es the Smithsonian will offer Dec. 
31-Jan. 2.

About 12,000 people will be able 
to attend the nearly three dozen 
events in the auditoriums at the Na­
tional Museum of Natural History, 
the National Museum of American 
History and the Hirshhom Museum. 
About 5,000 tickets—which are free 
but required for admission—already 
have been requested through the 
Smithsonian’s number (202-786- 
9115 or 202-633-9467 TTY).

“My only sorrow is we don’t have 
places to accommodate larger audi­
ences,’ Kurin said. Already, tickets 

lectures. “Because we’ve changed also are gone for the Dec. 31 dis­
cussion with Neil Gershenfeld of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technol­
ogy on future technologies.

One small consolation is that all 
sessions will be taped for dissemina­
tion through cyberspace Webcasts. 
The schedule, including plans for 
the outdoor gala that will begin at 10 
p.m. New Year’s Eve at the Lincoln 
Memorial, is on the Internet at

the nature of the event... we feel we 
cannot do inside a museum what 
they’d like to do.*

Although Franklin and Berry 
were among the biggest names in 
the initial lineup, Kurin is taking 
their loss in stride. More than 50 
people—from actor Edward James 
Olmos and civil rights activist and 
scholar Julian Bond to scientists at

Constitution Hall
The Smithsonian had hoped for a 

similar millennial “conversation” 
with the queen of soul, Aretha 
Franklin, who agreed months ago to 
perform Jan. 2 on the Mall. But 
when budget constraints forced or­
ganizers to move the program to 
three museum auditoriums, Frank­
lin's promoters nixed her participa­
tion. The changed venue also led to 
the cancellation of rock-and-roller 
Chuck Berry’s Jan. 1 show.

"We're disappointed, of course," 
said Richard Kurin, director of the 
Smithsonian Institution's Center for 
Folklife Programs and Cultural Stud­
ies and the man in charge of the 
weekend's exhibits, readings and 

umni'. americasin Ulen n i u >n.gov.
The Smithsonian's program 

schedule and ticket information also 
are lister! today in the Weekend sec­
tion of The Post.

Details for the District’s “Main 
Street Millenniiun" on Dec. 31 and 
Jan. 1 are still being fine-tuned, 
though city officials said yesterday 
that a complete schedule soon will 
be posted on the Internet at 
uww.2000dc.com. The centerpiece 
of the free D.C. festival, which will 
stretch four bkxks of Constitution 
Avenue NW, will be the “Millennium 
Washington Stage’ at 12th Street. 
Music will begin at 11:30 a.m. on 
New Year’s Eve with the Latin band 
Ivan Cuesta y sus Vallenatos Autenti- 
cos, and Big Joe & the Joe Stanley 
Quartet will swing from 10 p.m. to 
nearly midnight.

Organizers said yesterday that 
about two dozen food vendors will 
offer Jamaican, Indian, Asian and 
other cuisines in heated pavilions 
that will spotlight each of the city's 
quadrants. The city is charging each 
vendor a $1,000 upfront fee and will 
receive 15 percent of sales.
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PARTY CLASHERS
Next November, Hillary Clinton and Rudy Giuliani will trade political 
punches in a battle to win a New York Senate seat. But first, these Capitol Hill 
hopefuls square off to determine whose New Year's Eve wingding will be wilder.
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New Year’s Eve, of course, is known for 
disappointment, freighted with the pres­
sure to be the wildest night of the year but 
often ending in ennui, regret and beer 
stains. Is this one simply shaping up to be 
a letdown on a millennial scale? Not neces­
sarily. Party planners and business people 
predict that customers will start filling ho­
tels, parties and restaurants in the next few 
weeks—especially if prices drop enough.

r. ;

phenomenon, and so are 
its attendant worries. The 
question of how you mark 
this millennium is partly a 

question of faith-not reli- !

■ '
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millennium,” says Imtiaz Muqbil, executive 
editor of Travel Impact Newswire. In Lon­
don there’s a prospect of empty seats greet­
ing the Queen and the Prime Minister as they 
open the much vaunted Millennium Dome 
on New Year’s Eve, while all six suites in the 
New York City Palace’s $25,000 “Splurge of 
the Century” are yours for the taking.

There are economic reasons for some 
of these millennial disappointments. Pre­
dictions of widespread, money’s-no-object 
revels were just that—predictions, of an 
event that hasn’t occurred since the air­
plane was invented, the Crusades gave way 
to package tours and Dick Clark was sol­
dered together in a top-secret government 
warehouse. So proprietors aimed for the 
stratosphere and whiffed. Hotels super­
sized their room rates; tour operators as­
sessed $1,000 cancellation fees; property 
owners in New York City and Miami put up 
their pads for sublet at five-figure rates 
(few takers, so far); British star chef Marco 
Pierre White tried and failed to auction off 
private parties at his restaurants at Sothe- 
by*s in London. Even in this boom time, 
the millennium is, like Yogi Berra’s fabled 
night spot, so crowded nobody goes there.

UT MORE IMPORTANT, AN UNDEH- 

booked New Year’s is a letdown 
only by a fairly consumerist 
measure, one that assumes you 
can divine enthusiasm and mil­
lennial spirit in terms of buzz 
and box office, units _ 
moved and luxi

suites occupied. People an 
not so much dismissing the 
event as trying to deter­
mine how to mark it in a 
way that’s meaningful to
them. So a lot of people are 
making low-key, local 
plans, like neighbors and 
single dads Bruce Rave and

will be 
spending New 

Year's at home in 

Los Angeles with 

my kids and 

husband... just 
the four of us, 

something very 

simple.??

JOHN MCCAIN ■ 
The Republican f 
presidential 
hopeful will 
spend New
Veer's with his 
family at a cabin B 
in Cottonwood, Artz.

HOW Will TH 
SPEND NEW YEAR’S?
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K1RSTIE ALLEY 
The Veronica's 
Closet star will 
be in Paris with 
her boyfriend 
when the dock 
winds down

W how much will you spend 

Year’s?,

k mXZa
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BILL AND HILLARY CLINTON |-
The First Couple will mix with the I 
people at ceremonies along the 
National Mall in Washington. 
Then they will attend a show 
produced by Quincy Jones that <
will showcase music by John Za I
Williams, a 17-min. film by 1
Steven Spielberg and the IMtamsrL^—rs'aa,i iiiBggl
marching units of the U.S. Armed Forces. Aretha Franklin and 
Will Smith are among the celebrities who will join the festivities

DONALD TRUMP
The man who 
would be 
President is 
throwing a party 
attheMar-a- 
Lago in Palm

A . i ’
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j EVANDER 
. HOLYFIELD 
(The former 

champ will be 
praying at the 
World Changers 
Church In 
Georgia. Service 
starts at 10 pjn.

RICHARD
SIMMONS -
“It will be a spotty
one for me,” says
TVs frenetically
cheery fitness \
guru. “It will be 
me and my
Dalmatians listening to
Broadway tunes. And, yes, they 
will be wearing millennium 
party hats." Maybe he can see 
if Dave Letterman is doing 
anything

RICKY MARTIN 
He’s leaving La 
Vida Loca to 
spend the : 
evening with 
histamilyin

Puerto Rico
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Charlie O’Dowd of Albuquerque, N.M.,: 
who are planning a minimalist block par­
ty. “We’ll set up a tent with a kerosene 
heater for the old people and probably me 
too,” says Rave, 45. There will be meat 
cooking on propane grills—no electricity 
at this Y2K-themed party-and plenty of 
soccer, football, basketball and Hula 
Hoops. “Kids and adults playing together 
in the street-a family day,” says O’Dowd, 
48. “We had this type of party constantly 
when I was growing up, and I want it to be 
memorable, you know, turn of the century 
and family and community."

That’s a heavy burden for one little 
weenie roast. But across the country and 
the world, people are finding as many 

reasons to stay in this New Year’s 
e as to go out. Most boil 
town to one thing: other 
people. With no basis in na­
ture, the passage of a thou­
sand years is a man-made 

| phenomenon, and so are
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ert Pinsky, his predecessor 
Rita Dove and poet-writer 
Maya Angelou will accompa­
ny the orchestral-film ar­
rangement.

From Dec. 31 to Jan. 2, the 
Smithsonian’s diverse lec­
tures and demonstrations 
will focus on a trio of 
themes—“Future Visions' at 
the Hirshhom Museum. 
“American Voices' at the Mu­
seum of Natural History, and 
“Story Circle” at the Museum 
of American History.

At the natural history mu­
seum. the lineup will include 
musician Ricky Skaggs, who 
will play and talk about that 
distinctly American art form 

of bluegrass, and Susan 
Butcher, who will recount her 
repeated championship runs 
on the Alaskan Iditarod.

At the Hirshhom, a panel 
of chefs will prognosticate on 
the future of American taste, 
and scientists such as MITs 
Neil Gershenfeld will discuss 
science, technologies, future 
explorations and extraterres­
trial intelligence.

At the American history 
museum. Sweet Honey in the 
Rock founder Bernice John­
son Reagon and music legend 
Ella Jenkins will wax melliflu­
ous, while authors and story­
tellers for children and adults 
alike will read aloud.

In addition, an interactive 
exhibit at the Air and Space 
Museum will offer visitors a 
chance to participate in 
“Launch 2000,’ a nationwide 
project challenging students 
to design the first village set­
tlement on Mars, circa 2030.

Officials estimate that 
12,000 people will attend 
Smithsonian activities, which

have been moved inside be­
cause of budgetary con­
straints. A complete sched­
ule, with the times of all 
lectures and exhibits, will be 
available in early December. 
Previously announced ap­
pearances by rock-n-roller 
Chuck Berry and soul queen 
Aretha Franklin still are be­
ing negotiated.

Also yesterday, organizers 
of the District’s twoday festi- 
val along Constitution Ave­
nue NW announced more 
performers who will help the 
city ring in the New Year. 
They include master percus­
sionist Okyerema Asante. the 
Midnight Movers reggae 
band, the Keter Betts Quintet 
and the BET Urban Nation 
Hip Hop choir.

The president and first la­
dy will celebrate New Year's 
Eve with a White House “Cre­
ators Dinner’ to honor some 
of the country’s most promi­
nent figures in sports, arts 
and sciences. Playwrights Ed­
ward Albee, August Wilson, 
Arthur Miller and Neil Simon 
will be among them, as well 
as musicians Itzhak Perlman, 
Pinchas Zuckerman, and 
Marilyn Home; and dancers 
Edward Villella and Arthur 
Mitchell. Artist Robert 
Rauschenberg, architect Ma­
ya Lin, Olympian Carl Lewis 
and Internet co-founder Vin­
ton Cerf will attend, too.

After dinner, a motorcade 
will take the Clintons and 
their guests to the Lincoln 
Memorial, where they will 
join a MaD crowd that—de­
pending on the weather— 
could number 100,000 peo­
ple, organizers said.

And then, at 10 p.m., come 
sleet or snow, the show will 

goon.

1
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By Susan Lzvinz
V’achincton Poll Staff Writer

White House organizers finally raised the curtain 
yesterday on New Year’s weekend festivities on the 
Mall, revealing a cast of performers and speakers in­
cluding actor Robert Duvall.
singer Jessye Norman, basket-
ball great Bill Russell and chil­
dren’s author David Wisniew­
ski.

Although the Smithsonian
Institution will host three
days of indoor activities—doz­
ens of discussions about sub­
jects both esoteric and every­
day—the brightest spotlight 
will be on the Lincoln Memo­
rial and the nationally tele­
vised New Year’s Eve show
that actor Will Smith will host
starting at 10 p.m.

Joining Smith will be coun­
try singer Trisha Yearwood.
Norman and fellow opera diva
Kathleen Battle, Duvall and
actors Sam Waterston and Di­
ane Keaton. Also appearing
will be gospel singer Bebe Wi­
nans, the New York cast of the 
musical hit “Stomp," Brian
Stokes Mitchell, former star of
Broadway’s “Ragtime," and
numerous other celebrities
that organizers, intent on the
element of surprise, declined
yesterday to identify.

But they promised that the
three-hour spectacle, the cre­
ation of musician Quincy
Jones and producer-director
George Stevens Jr., will live up 
to its advance billing and offer 
a thoughtful melange of 20th-
century America.

'It's meant to be moving '
and uplifting rather than just a
musical show," said Paul Mc­
Carthy, executive director of
America's Millennium, the en­
tity coordinating all Mall
events that weekend. The Lin­
coln Memorial has stood wit­
ness to key moments in histo­
ry, he noted: “The setting
where we’re doing this puts us
at a high standard.’

As midnight approaches, a
live orchestra will premiere a
score by award-winning com­
poser John Williams as images of the American centu­
ry—tableaux chosen by movie maker Steven Spiel­
berg—play on giant screens on three sides of the 
Reflecting Pool New works by U.S. poet laureate Rob-

‘ ,.T

Scheduled to 
participate in 
millennial events, 
from top: actor Win * ■ 
Smith, actress Diane 
Keaton, singer fessyo 
Norman and actor 
Robert Duvall. •.
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Celebrities to Pack Washington -
For New Year's Weekend Events
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tents, generators, public amenities a:
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tore, will be just as stimulating and fun
Some programs and panel discussio

Smithsonian Event Moved Inside L

SMITHSONIAN, From Bl

canceled.
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■ ■: Most of that funding is coming
Jf

DUL iHlVdii IUUICUC3 uic ivst U|r . num dpuinuiaiup vunuiuuixnur, 
portunity: If we'd started a year ; he said. Pledges from five individu- 

w ole ond r‘rxrrtr»r*ifirtne nn aago..

Staff writer Angela Paik 
contributed to this report.

were going to do."
At a news conference with Hilla­

ry Rodham Clinton in late Septem­
ber, organizers pegged their budg-

■ V .1.. '
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posted a sponsorship list on its 
Web site and, a spokeswoman said, 
raised about $850,000 of its $1 mil­
lion goal.

' - -I •'

and the Hirsbhom Museum for an 
array of performances, demonstra­
tions and talks Dec. .31 through 
Jan. 2. Baird Auditorium in the 
Natural History Museum holds 
fewer than 600 people, while Car­
michael and-Ring auditoriums at 
the two other sites have only 270 
seats each. -

The move parallels a decision 
last month by D.C. officials to 
downsize the festival they’re plan­
ning along a four-block section of 
Constitution Avenue; instead of 
three days, their “Main Street Mil­
lennium'’ will take place Dec. 31 
and Jan. 1.

. -

[MalPs Millennium Bash

. i . -

■o.htngwnPouS^ff^ : /^programs in the arts, sciences and ail- ingtonMonuments :■ . tents, generators, public.amenities a:
— - •  ---------— -------— ---------1 ': lure, will be just as stimulating and fun With just six weeks to go—and dead- security must be arranged.. ■
The Smithsonian Institution is mov-’ and that the New Year’s Eve concert at lines looming even sooner on contracts Some programs and panel discussio 
ig its New Year’s millennium cetebra- . the Lincoln Memorial and midnight fire- for performers and equipment—budget may be combined because of space a
omindoora and scaling back the scope;, works will go on as scheduled. - issues forced the decision, said Richard straints. The phis, however, is that the

nbitious party plans announced eariier the “Millennium on the Mall" which had al Studies. A major weekend program ed^itmakes it wanner.” —

2000. ;■ 
But McCall concedes the lost op- -from sponsorship commitments.

ugu..." • als and corporations make up a
Kurin declined Tuesday to say quarter of the $800,000, including 

how much money he has received one contribution of $100,000. Ex- 
from America’s Millennium, the en- cept for District Cablevision and 
tity coordinating all Mall events America Online, which are spon- 
among three federal groups. soring media and technology tents.

Its chief fund-raiser, Terry McCall wouldn’t identify contrib- 
McAuliffe, the same lead money ; utors.
man for the Clinton presidential li- The reluctance of dty and White
brary, to name just one project, said House organizers to release more 
he couldn’t answer any questions specific budget numbers and the 
about expenditures. He declined to names of sponsors and other con- 
specify how much of his $10 million tributors contrasts with the ap- 
target he’s met but emphasized proach of Maryland 2000, the orga- 
that, in the end, the fund-raising nization marking the millennial 
will do “exactly what we said we year in that state. The group has

For now, the Smithsonian plans
to use its Museum of American His­
tory, Museum of Natural History et at $12.5 million. America’s 

Millennium executive director,
Paul McCarthy, indicated this week 
that television rights cover the rest 
of the funding. CBS purchased the 
rights to broadcast the star-span­
gled New Year’s Eve show, which is 
being produced by composer-mu­
sician Quincy Jones and filmmaker 
George Stevens Jr. Neither the pro­
ducers nor the network will say 
how much CBS paid.

“You have to work it increment- 
ly, and it all comes together in the 
end," McCarthy said, voicing confi­
dence in McAuliffe’s ability to de­
liver the money. “Any privately 
funded program is a challenge."

Together, the changes suggest McCarthy supports bringing the
that fund-raising targets for these Smithsonian events indoors. “Not 
mega-events were too ambitious or having to deal with the weather... 
that the work to bring in the bucks probably will be a good thing," he 
started too late. Money concerns said. “I think it’s going to come to- 
have greatly complicated plan- gether excellently."
ning—from putting down deposits Additional details of the New
on tents to confirming guest per- Year’s Eve weekend program may 
formers to concerns about losing be announced next week, organiz- 
deposits if venues change or are ; ers said, letting the general public 

[ y know who is performing—as well 
'It takes a large effort that got' as when and where. Some of the 

started pretty late and that’s run-,: stars in the audience VIP section 
ning up against lots of other Dec.31mayattractjustasmuchat- 

___.*44 ra..things," said one official involved . tendon: McAuliffe said Mu- 
with the national celebration. > hammed Ali, Robert DeNiro and 
t “We’ve hustled like hell" to orga- Martin Scorcese have accepted io­
nize the District’s festival, said vitations to be the Clintons’guests 
mayoral assistant Sandy McCall, that night
He said $800,000 is in hand or '» w Although the District hopes to 
pledged for an event he expects to - spend most of 2000 commemorat­
cost under $1 million. In addition, ing its bicentennial as the nation’s 
the D.C. financial control board has capital, McCall said, the money 
approved a $175,000 float loan raised so far will pay for the two- 
from the Washington Convention day New Year’s festival on Consti- 
Center Authority to use for millen- tution Avenue between 10th and 
nium-themed programs through .. 14th streets NW.
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Rampur Manhyaran, about 100 
miles north of New Delhi, had no 
electricity, roads, toilets or phones 
when he was growing up. He left in 
1967—with $58 in his pocket, ac­
cording to his biography—to at­
tend graduate school at the Uni­
versity of Nebraska in Lincoln.

The village still doesn't have reli­
able electricity, but it soon will 
open a technical trade school for 
women with another $1 million gift 
by Gupta. He's given twice that 
much to the Indian Institutes of 
Technology, where he received an
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eVents ori the Mall. His seven-figute iion- *. iund-tais£r, l^rry McAuliffe, to ask how The 53-year-old Gupta is a philanlhni-

Iribiitidri was announced very’ publicly’-^- > he could assist,.' arid was told money, pist of some note in Nebraska, where he ? '
at a September hews conference with i would be nice. T figured, a million dol- founded the cohipany now called in-",-
Hillary Rodham Clinton. Since then, lars is a million dollars, but what the foUSA Inc, and in his native India, ‘
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undergraduate engineering degree, 
as well as $2.5 million to the Uni­
versity of Nebraska.

InfoUSA, which markets busi­
ness and consumer databases, to­
day is a $300 million firm with 
some 2,000 employees, and Gupta 
owns houses in Omaha, Colorado, 
California and Hawaii. Come Dec. 
31, though, he’ll be on the Mall. His 
donation should guarantee him a 
choice seat for the glitzy evening 
show and fireworks at the Lincoln 
Memorial.

“I would have loved a quiet New 
Year's Eve,” he said. “But this is 
definitely worth it’

f 
1

er individuals who are helping to pay for last eight years, including U.S. Sen. Bob 
the three days bf celebration. Kerrey (Neb.), Bill Clinton, Al Gore, the f

i Which leaves Gupta, and his $1 mil- Democratic Senatorial Campaign Com- P
lion check, alorie in the spotlight. mittee and the Democratic National

. 2 Committee* In 1997, public-interest^
fortune," he said; Ms if that alone might groups accused him of buying his way im < •» 

to the running for the consular general

IFashington Post Staff Writer
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America's Millennium

show will be an
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Organisers said President Clinton and the first lady will attend the Lincoln 
Memorial affair. The televised event in Washington will rival the traditional 
Times Square New Year's Eve celebration in New York.

Hillary Clinton, Stevens and District of Columbia Mayor Anthony Williams 
announced the millennium plans recently at the Old Executive Office Building, 
next door to the White House. They said $ 12.5 million has been budgeted for 
the national events, with funding coming from private donations and the sale of 
TV rights. The celebration will begin on New Year's Eve of 1999 and last through 
Jan. 2, 2000.

In addition to the national celebration, Williams said the District will 
sponsor a ''Main Street Millennium'' block party along Constitution on Dec. 31. 
Despite fears that the Y2K bug might render some computers useless, the mayor 
vowed that ''lights won't go out’’ and ''all systems are going to work.'' He 
urged tourists to book hotel rooms early.

On New Year's Eve, actor and rapper Will Smith will host a show at the 
Lincoln Memorial that will be televised live on CBS, beginning at 10 p.m. The 
program will include an 18-minute film highlighting the 20th century that will 
be produced by Steven Spielberg. Half an hour before midnight, the movie titled 
''The Unfinished Journey'' will premiere on giant outdoor screens as an 
orchestra plays an original score by composer John Williams.

'■extravagantly entertaining,

f »

through the air, 
event called ’'

Music of our century will be rocking and rolling, swinging and soaring 
'' said Hillary Clinton in announcing details of a three-day 

America's Millennium: A Celebration for the Nation.’’

America's Millennium'' will include the unveiling of a 
''show future generations how we lived and what 

At the Ronald Reagan International Trade Center, 
located near the White House, giant screens will show millennium celebrations 
and events from around the world.

Stevens, the producer of the movie ''The Thin Red Line'' and the creator of 
the television events ''The Kennedy Center Honors'* and ''Christmas in 
Washington,'' will co-produce ''America's Millennium Gala’’ with composer and 
musician Quincy Jones.

BODY:
Promising ''no ordinary party'' for ''no ordinary time,'' first lady Hillary 

Rodham Clinton invited America to a Y2K bash m the nation's capital.

HEADLINE: NATION'S CAPITAL PROMISES "BIG BASH" TO GREET NEW YEAR;
WILL SMITH, ARETHA FRANKLIN AND CHUCK BERRY ARE SOME OF THE STARS WHO HAVE; 
COMMITTED TO PERFORMING AT "AMERICA'S MILLENNIUM: A CELEBRATION FOR THE; 
NATION.

The show will be "extravagantly entertaining," Stevens vowed. He said the 
"expression of what this country is all about."

The arrival of the new millennium will be heralded by a ''Midnight Moment 
of fireworks and a laser light display between the Lincoln Memorial and 
Washington Monument.

Hillary Clinton said ’' 
national time capsule that will 
we valued most in our time.''

Organizers of "America's Millennium" said in a statement that "great stars 
of the entertainment world will perform'' but would only confirm appearances by 
Aretha Franklin, Chuck Berry and Mickey Hart (former drummer of the Grateful 
Dead). Producer George Stevens Jr. conceded that many top entertainers have long 
been booked for millennium appearances - Barbra Streisand, for example - but he 
predicted plenty of celebrity power at the Washington event.
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prognostication, lion,' •speakers comers’’ will be down party. Initial proposals wereafA.xuyu.7pi u^uu^uvauuii, uuu, a UJiuaa ww w UUWI1 party. UULUl prOpOSaLS WUTT
neigbbyr^d pride and unscripted available for anyone wanting to for a three-day festival that would 
fun. ‘ • Step onto a platform and hold forth have cost several times the current

over possible complica
Frederick Doug- lions because D.C. appropriations

minding their audience of the lennium staff decided the dty

They moved forward because, as

Nap Don't Forget the Blues’ Turn

i.t..
. • J

I...

f'i

1

Obituaries 
ledcrltl Di'urv

Susan Levine

A>ft Staff Vriier

J.'-

■ 
Cf“

Sandy McCall is looking for a few more stilts people, 
so, some wandering minstrels and magicians, a corps 
jitterbuggers, another theater troupe or two. And 
finitely Thomas Paine.
They're all needed for 'Main Street Millennium,' the 
-w Year's celebration the District will put on Dec. 31 
d Jan. 1. The family friendly festival, details of which 
■re released over the weekend, will be held along 
institution Avenue NW and is intended to showcase 
me of the best sights and sounds of the city at the Io- 
I—meaning real people—level.
The extended block party will include two major per- 
nuance stages, community exhibits focusing on the 
ist and the future, and a 'town hall" wall on which par­
goers will post their hopes for Washington in the 21st 
ntury.
"This is a work in progress, but we have a very defi­
le vision for these blocks.’ said McCall, a special as­
lant to Mayor Anthony A. Williams (D) and the man 

arged with pulling everything together.
The 20-hour food-and-music festival is the city's 
.unterpart to the threeehy spectacle the White House 
id Smithsonian Institution are hosting on the Mall 
at weekend. Although the District is a declared part- 
t in that event officials in the Marion Barry adminis- 
ation had announced that the District would throw 
s own affair, too—in part to kick off a year of cciebrat- 
g Washington's bicentennial as the nation's capital. 
Unfortunately, no one got around to any real plan-

' iriZ..

ning or fund-raising until summer.
And in any case, it would have been
hard to compete with Will Smith
and Steven Spielberg and the other.
still unannounced, Hollywood ce­
lebs who will play the Lincoln Me­
morial as the final hours of 1999
countdown? ' 

Instead^ nine-person crew of with White House and Smithsonian r
pmff members and con- i
^jltants has opted for a go back and forth to the hialL' he

rifwrtmm raf^Af-inrr »n_ rrrivl irri awl.

At wrveral spots along_Constitu- District's event will be a scaled-

celebration
?or the City

house exhibits and food booths. 
Through phqtos and archival docu 
ments, fougof these pavilions will

onstitution Ave. Block Party 
0 Star D.C. Food and Music

"There’s so much hype around in public discourse i la London's projected budget In August the
ther "' ' " *■ ” •  ................... .......................................................... .....................
-We want

For a <
bon.’which’

the '50s and '60s. of the historical reenactors secured they read. "Friday, December 31st
Seven heated tents, ranging from and all the -tents, generators and 1999:11 a.m. to 12 midnight Sat­

urday, January 1st 2000:11 a.m. to 
6 p.m.. Admission is free.’ 

Blues singer Turner, who consid-

xB

dents get a truc4o-life glimpse of 
other dty neighborhoods. Another 
tent will present technology, anoth 
er multimedia.

The food at the dty festival may 
be the biggest draw for those who 
otherwise might only attend the 
Mall extravaganza, according to 
McCall, who talks of the ‘synergy" 
local planners are trying to achieve

District Party Strives for ‘Simplicity’
MILLENNIUM, from Bl

millennuun'now,’ McCall said. Hyde Park Wandering through the dty broke off negotiations with a
? want simpbdty.’ . crowd will be the likes of patriot prospective organizer. Last month,

a coat of less than $1 mil- Paine, suffragist Susan B. Anthony worried
. '.lich organizers say will be and abobtionist Frederick Doug- lions be ,

paid (or mdSly through private do- lass, folks who will focus on re- had stalled on Capitol Hilf the mil­

nations, the simplidty will stretch minding their audience of the lennium staff dedded the dty
from 10th to 14 th streets NW. The rights and liberties fot which other would largely go it alone,
big stages will be at both ends and ' Americans have'fought and died. They moved forward because, as 

will feature rhythm and blues, , At least tluil'a the idea, and orga McCaUputit.’Thisiswhatgrown- 
swing, jazz, gospel and even a mari- f nizers—who will not disclose how up cities do. They celebrate in-
achi band. Already confirmed are much has been raised in contribu- credibly rare experiences.... We

tions—seem fairly confident that are delcrnpned to be a grown-up 
er and Mary Jefferson and the Otf will be the case in 60 more days, dty.’
oles, names that helped put Wash- They say about twodhirds of the The first invitations have been

ington on the musipil map during musical acts are booked, nearly half printed. "Main Street Millennium.*
the '50s and '60s. of the historical reenactors secured they read. “Friday, December 31st,

a. a.. • e aaa.a a . _ ..••.aa.

4,000 4o • 10,000 square feet, will other necessary infrastructure un­
der contract
- Still, acrobats continue to be _

uru.iw, .ww, «. sought, and performers who do ers Wasliington his adopted home,
highlight the communities that their thing on stilts apparently are expects the plans to work out fine
make up each quadrant of the dty, in short supply. McCall gave his and make for two fabulous days, 
their history and development— business card to a saxophone play- Tm honored to do it,’ he said Sat-

-^vliich could be, organizers point er he chanced upon outside Union urday. It will be a good medianism
rit» mi-. Station on Fridav rnnminef and for oulline ncobte together.’'

asked him to call (202-727-8449). 
He's still waiting but hopeful

The District's planners are not 
the only ones trying to book per­
formers at this late date. Last week, 
a spokeswoman for the White 
House said additional details of the 
Mall celebration, including the na 
tionally televised show that actor 
Will Smith will help host New 
Year's Eve, might not be' released 

mayoral staff members and con- coordinators. "People arc going to until late this month. 1 
tract corfsjltants has opted for a go back and forth to the Mali’ he What that means for the scope of 
more mMttt program offering en- predicted. '. • “ ' that gala is unclear. Definitely, the
tertairAtltjand education, intro- ' ' ' - - — ■ ■
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has been reced ing requests for space-age and Renaissance,get-ups
for pyera year. But if you want to go to Babbo on the big night you
can htn-e the whole place to yourself, for around $100,000. ’/'-< 

yjT vThe pressure is on, and itinerary’ envy is running rampant. “l’m>r 

thinking of becoming a psychotherapist,” says Simon Doonanras- 
he.ioys with the idea of setting up his practice in the front window^
pf:Bameys New York, .where he is creative’director/ “There lare so 

many people who are going to have breakdowns because they/je
expecting so muchf’’ Doonan plans to celebrate the occasion-
peacefully at his house on Shelter Island, “waitingjorihc-whole
thing to pass like a horrible gust of sulfqrous yvindf> 

i “Fabulous moments in history just happen," hejadds. ‘They’re
not attached io a date.”  Iv \ Z U ' f / , Z

I

-^BcB^Somc 'peopIctgDra jump w the-reservations cruncft^V'X- “j 
tandTnade^theirs^sTkr/as two decades ip fldvanpev'bu\ifXy^\ i|^ 

you’re notLone-pfthem^ou31 bejsUrprised tp^rid It]
__ A^^vabEhy-idr'a price. Of course Jf a/t^iejaFtiieFaur^^^-^: 

^^on^-resuurant:iri^^.Ncw Yorkis-whatjotfrelaftehnalk^fbien .J
Riggio, ceo. at Barnes & Nc^^j^hired iuoutjong ngp^Tht^^';^X<i’ 

levels of Seattle’s Spacc’Nccdle^were’ rented back inT992ZandlAt

■

I

Jewels of Seattle’s Space"NSdlpweretrcntedbmi inT992^ndla 
Tour d’Ar^ent, the.iwo-siar restaurant'in Paris knoym faults touristy-eb 

crowd and beautiful views,-has been ful!y booked-for over four jv
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Auckland. “I’ve already scnx.LjbbprtlefbfZLkjfffentiPefrier.'-^li 
Champagne in advance,” she s^^^B^b^usfcpfifeOrneditfer-'X^  ̂

ence, Gramont’s even thinkirig;bf3iTtfng,.irt-h Kcbhdpelebratiori 
that night in Los Angeles. “Quite giana;Ndy4 <I< Z~~\ "r- 

'Steep prices haven’t fazed cnthhsiastiptrgvelefsjn'theleast. At -1 
New Zealand's plush 1 luka'Lodge ip the remote town of Taupo,~X 
the going rate for a three-night holiday stay : icoirttnuetTo/ipageZlG).-
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The Mena House Oberoi
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Above: Seattle's Space 
Needle. Right: Sydney- 
bound Nicole Kidman 
and Tom Cruise. Below: 
The celebrated cuisine 
at Babbo in New York.

Simon Doonan: Seeking 
shelter on Shelter Island

i
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Right: Revelers will 
ride to the pyramids 
on camelback lor 
gala festivities there 
on New Year's Eve.
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“Fabulous 
moments in 
histoty just 
happen,” says 
Doonan.

Big Tip
The beet place to watch the unveiling 

of Cheops' restored golden peah during 

festivities at the base of the pyramids in Giza, 

Cairo, is from the terrace of the luxe Mena 

House Oberoi's gilded Churchill Suite. Too 

bad it's been booked since 1988.

. '’BM?
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(continued from page 2J2)ciimbed to S11.75O before it

sold out in mid-summer.

Nearby Sydney is a popular destination for

Hollywood’s celebrants. Tom Cruise and Nicole

Kidman will be sailing its harbor with a crowd of 

friends. American Beauty director Sam Mendes is

going Aussie, as is John Leguizamo. ‘Aeah, baby.” says

the actor TH be the first one to see the New \ear."

Of course the millennium—the pertect excuse for

a trip to the tropics—has rockers and socialites alike 

seeking warmer dimes. Mick Jagger has charted a

course for Mustique and will set sail with all six of his 

children, while Jackie de Ravenel will spend the holi­

day "en tamille" in the Bahamas at Lyford Cay. Expect Bali to be packed with those 

who require a little spirituality with their sun.

Egypt is also big on mystical appeal. That’s where members of the Millennium Society, w 

ties raise money for an international scholarship program, will tlirow dieir black tie gala, ridii 

to the foot of the Great Pyramid of Cheops The event has been in die works since 1979.

But just as many have planned excursions to exotic locales that are. well, a little m 

Socialite Nancy Hammond will hit a party in Cuernavaca. Mexico, while Tori Spelling 

Hawaii with her brother. “It’s such a spiritual and beautiful place,” says Spelling. “It seem 

right place to ring in a new century.”

It’s a popular notion. Wlule the Lodge at Koele and the M 

Hotel in Lanai—where Bill Gates staged his lavish wedding—e 

handful of rooms available, the bulk of their accommodati 

snapped up in 1994 when a couple from New Jersey decided to 

there with 198 guests.

Some claim, however, to be leaving their plans to fate— 

they’re just holding out. “I just know all the things I’m not do 

CAA superagent Bryan Lourd. “I know I’m late—but these dur 

way of coming together."

Rupert Everett foresees a night playing bartender wherever v 

him in the U.S. “I’ll be making myself a vim ’n’ vodka." he 

impossible to go anywhere because evervthing has been booked, 

years—in advance.”

China Chow—homebound? “I don’t know," sighs the v< 

actress. “I know some people who are going to I lawaii, and so 

friends are going to New Zealand. But maybe I’ll just end up at h 

Indecision will hold back some of society's most dedicate! 

but others hesitate to travel because of the risk that the world’s c

i

J

W1

Taupo. New
’>.< r

A

h' •< 
I 

V

5?

Sc S

life

t

_ -z

lvl.?«



••

 

  
MS

lEa£-

  

  
  

 

 ~-     

 

ra ~

 =ss:

  

    

 

 
  
 

,r.\-

 sr.-

!

i*.

i

Aerin Zinterhofer: Off to Palm Beach.

C5*=fe

J-  
    

‘TH get excited 
about the

could suddenly go on the fritz. Beauty queen Gale Hayman, who regularly spends New dear’s with her 

husband. Bill Haseltine, in Europe or India, has decided to stay Stateside, taking a house in 

Southampton instead. “We’re bringing our cook from New York.” Hayman repons, “and we're cele­

brating with friends. This year we didn’t want to take a chance.” 

New York socialite Nina Griscom will also celebrate American style, in Palm Beach with her hus 

band and daughter and a group of friends that includes Vera Wang and Anhur Becker. “I do have

my flight reservation, which is 

something,” she boasts.

New mother Aerin Lauder

Zinterhofer, of the cosmetics

dynasty, has made plans to be in 

Palm Beach as well, but flight reser­

vations are the least of her con­

cerns. “I’ll get excited about the 

New Year as long as I have a 

babysitter,” she says.

Enticing travelers to remain in 

the U.S. has led its top resons to

come up with some outrageous and 

ingenious package deals to suit every reveler's whim. Casa Palmero in Pebble Beach is offering use of 

the entire 24-room estate for a three-night stay spanning the holiday and will include tee times for 24 

players on the area’s famous golf courses. For the $200,000 asking price, they’ll throw in spa treat­

ments and a multi-course dinner for 48. Meanwhile, the Bernardus Lodge in Cannel Valley, where 

rooms are running $5,000 to $6,000, will ply guests with wine from their vineyard and many, many 

more to taste, as well as Riehl's products, down comforters and fireplaces in the suites.

If you’re in the mood for something a little louder, another solution: Spring for concert tickets. 

Sean “Puffy" Combs has rented out the Miami Arena for the night, and it can seat up to 16,500, while 

Barbra Streisand’s concert for 10,000 at the MGM Hotel in Las Vegas has nearly sold out with tickets 

running as high as $2,500. Patti Smith will rock New York's Bowery Ballroom. 

But if you’ve got really adventurous friends, Kevin Delaney, of Delaney Snowboarding, will train 

the lot in the techniques that made him the International Snowboard Federation’s overall world cham­

pion. Meet Delaney on one of his favorite mountains, Copper Mountain in Colorado or Mammoth in 

California, for a three-day course,

or he’ll send a staffer to a mountain

near you.
“I'd like to tell you that I’m

going to be in New Zealand and

then I’ll Concorde to London for a

second millennium celebration and

then on to New York for a third—

what a night that would be.” muses

Kevin Spacey. “But I’ll probably just

stay in New York.” He won’t be

alone. Over 1.5 million people are

expected to pack Times Square and

another billion people worldwide

are expected to watch them on TV

Entertainment runs 
hot and cold: At left, 
the view on Hawaii’s 
island of Lanai, or on 
the slope with
Delaney Snow­
boarding Camp, below.
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new year as 
longaslhavea 
babysitter,” says 
Zinterhofer.
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 Take the Concorde out foraipwuj

Big Flight
A stop at the Taj ia on tntrav’a route for 

a privately chartered Concorde tour of 

the world. Fbr $75,000 participant! will 

■pend 18 days traveling at twice the 

speed of sound and landing in eome 

of the eeaion's hot apoti, including 

Honolulu, Sydney, Hong Kong, Delhi, the 

pyramids of Egypt and Kenya.
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Annette Bening: Keeping it simple
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A fantastic view of it all is the least of the amenities offered 

by New York’s Four Seasons Hotel in its Presidential Suite 

package, up for auction to benefit the Memorial Sloan- 

Kettering Cancer Center. The starting bid is S75.000 for a 

five-night stay, which includes the use of a limo and a dinner 

for eight prepared by a private chef and served in the suite’s 

dining room. Not to be outdone, the Ritz-Carlton in San 

Francisco is offering up use of a chautfeured Jaguar, 24-hour 

butler, daily massage and vineyard tours, during a three-night 

stay in the Presidential Suite for $100,000.

In Paris, however, vou can party like the Sun King—that’s 

what Greek billionaire Tino Goulandris will be doing. He’s 

rented the Petit Trianon at Versailles for his party but the

doors of the main palace will also swing open for a separate party for 1,600 guests, who utII pay 

$2,500 a head, and are encouraged to dress like French royalty lor the occasion.

For something a little less regal, four million glittering and feather-bedecked people are expected 

to take to the streets of Rio de Janeiro and the beaches at Ip.inema and Copacabana, swinging the 

city into full Carnivale mode.

The Savoy, one of l-ondon's grandest hotels, will celebrate with a different kind of decadence. 

The first reservation inquiries came in the 1970s for its party, which will boast free-flowing 

Chateau Mouton Rothschild and Chateau d’Yquem in rare vintages.

Sofia Coppola, who has just had a wine named after her by her 

father’s Niebaum-Coppola winery in the Napa Valley, will go right to 

the source. “Most likely I’ll be up at the winery," she says, “where 

there's lots of wane and pasta " The real party, in Coppola's imagina­

tion, will be wherever Prince is, she suspects.

Marcia Kilgore, creator of New York's popular Bliss Spa, is planning

her own soiree at a new apartment overlooking the East River in the hip

DUMBO waterfront district of Brooklyn. She’s hoping that guests can

watch the fireworks from there and toast each other with Dom

Perignon. Kilgore, whose business u'as recently bought by LVMII, may 

have an easier time putting her hands on the the luxury giant's top­

tiered champagne than others.

For those with a taste for the finest but who lack corporate connec­

tions, Christie’s is hosting a series of auctions in the months leading up

to the big event, not only for prime champagnes, but ports, Madeiras

Tba climax of tbe New Year’s Eve celebrations 

in Times Square will come when the new 

ball, designed by Waterford Crystal, 

drops down its 77-foot flagpole at mid­

night. Waterford describes tbe ball— 

which bas already been nnveiled, 

toasted and toured around town— 

as a geodesic sphere that Is six feet 

In diameter and made of more than

500 pieces of crystal arranged into 

seven-point stars, to represent the
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makes the 
most sense,” 
saysBening.

Left: Part of the 
package at Casa 
Palermo in Pebble 
Beach. Below left: 
John Leguizamo.
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and cigars. Some bottles of 1900 vintage Bordeaux will go for an estimated 

$4,000 to $6,000, according to Christie’s Edward Brooks, while a rare lim­

ited-edition humidor of Opus X cigars from the Dominican Republic might 

pull in an estimated $20,000. With regard to his own cellar selections, “I’m 

going to be making some impetuous choices,” Brooks says.

Not so for Jacqueline de Ribes, who has been known to dance the 

night away in Paris. “I’ve never been a New Year’s Eve party girl," she 

insists. “I hate all the noise, and this year will be more cozy than ever—a 

fireplace ambience, not torrents of champagne."

That means more bubbly for the hordes of caterers and event planners 

scrambling for the stuff It’s almost as hard as find as a waitstaff, a valet 

parking company or a band.

As if those challenges weren’t enough, Jeffrey Best, an event planner in 

Los Angeles, had to come up with five and a half tons of sand and 20 belly 

dancers to work a Moroccan-themed gala in Orange County as well. 

‘"'Xaiters who usually charge $25 an hour are charging $125 with an eight- 

hour minimum,” he says. “Snake charmers who are usually charge $300 are

$ 1,000, and belly dancers who are usually $250 are asking $1,000 an hour.

“All the tents are gone, all the generators are gone, all the bands are gone,” he concludes, “but if you want 

to get ripped off, you can still have a party.”

Betsy Bloomingdale will avoid the catering conundrum altogether and hit the kitchen. “I’m going to be at home 

for the millennium with all my family” she says. “Ws always have champagne, caviar and chili. It’s homemade, 

from a family recipe."

According to Alyse Sobel, another Los Angeles event planner, creat­

ing a homey atmosphere is a priority among her clients. “No one's doing

black tic,” she reports. ‘They’ want to create an atmosphere that’s low- 

key and they want their guests to be comfortable.” Another trend is to

find ways to include children at parties that are traditionally for adults

only. Sobel has created a separate decor and entertainment for the

adults and for children at a private party for 150 in a Hollywood home. 

Andre Balazs, owner of the Mercer Hotel in New York and the

Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles, is also taking a low-key approach 

to the holiday. “My theory is that everyone wants to go home and get

away from it all,” he says. “We’re deliberately not doing anything."

Balazs plans a true getaway and will see the new millennium from a 

beach far away, he says.

For some, however, there’s no place like home. Bill Blass for one

will be tucked away at his country house with his dog Barnaby when 

the clock strikes midnight. “I shy away from big parties,” Annette

Bening concurs. “Spending that night quietly with my family makes

the most sense. Simple and quiet.”

In Washington, D.C., Hillary Clinton and Sally Quinn will play duel­

ing hostess at the two biggest parties in town. Hillary is planning a major

bash with a star-studded cast of performers on the Mall, to be foUow'ed

by supper at the White House and more reveling in a heated tent on the

South lawn where guests will be invited to party down until 6 a.m_

Quinn, who took a break from her annual New Year’s Eve party
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-BesCft Springs Resort

Marriott’* Desert Springs Resort 

and Spa baa come up with the aim­

pleat way to entertain everyone. 

Rent out the entire 400-acre resort, 

its two golf courses, 25 tennis 

courts, five swimming pools and 13 

restaurant* for a two-nlght stay 

and they'll throw in unlimited spa 

treatments, a lobster dinner, pgft$ 

with three live bands an4 cham­

pagne brunch for all your guests. 

Tboy’U even pick you up in a pri­

vate |et, all for only $1,999,899.

‘Td love to tell 
you that I’m 
going to be in 
New Zealand,” 
says Spacey 
‘Til probably 
uststayin 
NewYotk”
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last year, says she decided to revive the tradition after getting a slew of SOS phone 

calls from desperate friends. “I wasn’t going to do it,” she admits. “I didn't want to 

get into competition with everyone's grand millennium plans. But then about three 

months ago, everyone started calling saying. ‘Vic don’t want to rent an island, char­

ter a yacht or lease a castle. Vie just want to stay home.’ ”

Quinn’s regular guests include British Ambassador Christopher Meyer and 

his wife, Catherine. Andrea Mitchell, Federal Reserve Board Chairman Alan 

Greenspan and Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. “If people have lots of 

fabulous plans, that’s great.” says Quinn. “I don’t believe in the millennium 

anyway."

And she won’t be bothered if journalist friends like Mitchell, who has been 

put on standby to work New Year’s Eve. have to drop out at the last minute 

“because of the potential of a major meltdown "

To work or not to work is the question facing many whose company and 

services the elite count on. “All my fnends are going to Bali." says salon owner 

Laurent D., “but Fm booked like crazy, and I just bought a loft in New York, so 

I'll be working."

Besides ccxirdinating the Metropolitan Opera’s annual party for the night. Bill 

Tansey, one of New fork’s premier party planners, is setting up a private dinner in 

a tower overkxikmg Manhattan and pressing his clients to make their decisions 

regarding entertainment. “After June 15 the prices doubled." Tansey says, though 

those rates were high to begin with. “There’s a prominent family who called in the 

spring and said they wanted to do something big for the millennium," he says, 

“but in the end they just couldn't afford it—and these are people you would 

assume could entertain in any way they chose.

“It depends on how badly they want it," Tansey concludes. “Some have a 

mission and a bank account; others arc content to spend a quiet night with 

friends." Tansey counts himself in the second camp, although New Year’s Eve 

will find him, too. working.

Master of French cuisine Alain Ducasse. who has received thousands of calls 

for reservations at his eponymous three-star Paris restaurant, has decided to 

close his doors for the night—at least in Pans. His Louis XV in Monte Carlo 

(also boasting three-stars) will be open, and

Ducasse himself will be in the kitchen.

Despite the fact that neither the menu nor the prices has been set, the 

dining room has been booked for nearly a year. New dear’s Eve will

also find Los Angeles celebrity chef Wolfgang Puck working away. “I’m

going to be working as always,” he says, “but hopefully I'll be drinking 

champagne, and then having wild sex."

Richard Branson, owner of Virgin Atlantic Airways, will kick back in

the Virgin Islands, and has decided to ground all the company’s flights 

for the night to give his employees time off as well The doors of Chez

Panisse, Alke Witers’ famous Berkeley. California, restaurant, will also

remain shut for die night, but

Waters will fete her customers 

for the whole week pnor with 

a menu re-creating the cuisine 

of Paris circa 1900.

Throwing millennium parties before the actual millennium, in 

fact, has become a huge trend. Hot London florist Stephen 

Woodhams said he's hardly had any requests for big bashes on 

New Year’s Eve. Instead, many of his clients are holding their big 

parties as early as October. “I’m going to several myself," 

Wjodhams reports. “No one can decide what they're going to do 

on New Year’s Eve. I think there are just going to be all these sad 

people roaming the streets wondering what parties they can go to." 

Maybe they’ll get tired of wandering and check in to the 

Four Seasons Hotel in London. The hotel has created the ulti­

mate millennium-free zone: a suite complete with a pre- 1950s 

style menu, pre Fifties black and white movies available—and 

total soundproofing. •

Big Bubbles
Fbr ■ classic look on the big night, stick to DJ*. Othar 

champagns bottlss ars going in for dasignar 

makaovars: Jaan Paul Oaultiar has lacad up Pipar- 

Haidsiack’s $100 bottia in rod vinyi, at right, and tha 

housa of Christian Dior has taamad up with 

Champagna Ponunary to craata a silvor laotharmal 

magnum-sized backpack for transportation of its 

bottia. Veuve CUcquot has gotten in on the act. 

giving bottles of the 1990 vintage La Grand '*■_ 

Dame champagne a slick treatment: Each is rS 

packed in a Lucite case with Louis Vuitton ’r 

leather handles.
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‘TH be making 
myself a vim 
’n’ vodka,” 
says Everett. 
“Everything’s 
been booked 
months in 
advance.”

Above: Puffy’s 
party palace the 
Miami Arena, 
and the host, 
at right
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What advice would you give someone who is planning 
a party of his or her own?
The greatest lesson I ever learned from Mrs. Clinton is to keep 

it simple You want your guests to feel comfortable. If they feel 

relaxed, they will enjoy the event. If your party is simple yet 

elegant, people will enjoy it more. —Amanda Rock

* ■ 
• w

■Z1 r*.

Are there any notable events that you are planning for 
the holidays, specifically the millennium?
Mrs. Clinton feels it is important that the nation s capital 

celebrate the changing of time with a national celebration. 

It will be a joint effort between the White House, rhe 

Smithsonian, the National Park Service and a host of other 

institutions. On New Year s Eve. everyone will gather on 

the Mall, then move into the streets of Washington, D.C., 

where there will be rows upon rows of food vendors. Then 

there will be a parade back to the Mall with an extrava­

ganza featuring a variety of acts, as well as a film about our 

country. After rhe countdown, there will be laser lights and 

fireworks. The whole thing will be very grand and spectac­

ular, but it will also be safe and friendly. Most New Year's 

Eve parties are about adults. This will focus on the family.

What is a typical day at work like?
There isn't a typical day of work here in the social office! I 

can get a call at 11 P.m. that the President will need some­

thing planned for 8 A.M. the next day. I try to get into the 

office by 7 or 7:15 A.M. Often, we have events occurring 

simultaneously Mrs Clinton may have an event in the East 

Room, while the President is in the Rose Garden. 

Sometimes events are within two hours of one another. 

Sometimes 1 don't leave until 12 at night.
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WHITE HOUSE SOCIAL SECRETARY
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STS Capricia Penavic Marshall
J has been the White House 

ar 41 Social Secretary since the 
^-3 fall of 1997. She oversees 

every event inside the 
White House and on Its 
grounds. Above: Marshall 
and the First Lady. Above 
nght: NATO Commemorative
Dinner hold in April. Left: 
Marshall with President 
and Mrs. Clinton. Below. 
The First Couple and 
NATO Secretary General 
Dr. Javier Solana.
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BY ISTVAN BANYAI FOB THE WASHWCTOH POST

K‘\e Already Missed It1

3^-James Reston Jr.

I t is abundantly clear that this country has already missed out on 
the glorious opportunity that was the Millennium. In the endless 
blather about Y2K, in the correctly or incorrectly spelled commer­
cialization of the word, in the trivial topic of whether the new age 
begins in 2000 or 2001, in the worry about champagne supplies 
and the focus on the big bashes in Tunes Square and on the Mall,

here will be no meaningful millennial experience for the American peo­
ple. The failure of imagination is total and across the board: from the po­
litical leadership to the scholars, from the priests to the media. Look 
abroad if you want something for the mind or the soul or the heart. Go to 
England or Rome or Israel or even Canada.

The turning of a millennium should be a time of grand reckoning. Sym- 
bolic dates call for symbolic acts, and these dates and acts can acquire 
-eat concrete meaning if they are used as an excuse—and an opportuni­

ty—for innovative thinking. What better reason than the passing of 
1,000 years in the calendar will we ever have for grand dreams about the 
future and for a solemn reevaluation of the past? Coming to terms with 
the past can position a society for the future; it frees the imagination and 
allows us to dream.

This millennial season should have been the time for American artists 
and visionaries, builders and thinkers to take center stage, but there has 
been no effort to mobilize them. As a result, the wealthiest, most power­
ful nation on Earth will leave little permanent behind to mark the mo­
ment. American politicians speak as if the millennium were a decaffeinat­
ed Bicentennial, with cheap renamings of existing projects as 
“millennial." To official Washington this seems to be a time yet again to 
boast about American political institutions. Talk about Old Glory and the 
Declaration of Independence is safe and palatable, even if it really has 
nothing to do with a l.OOO-year block of time.

Potentially, the millennium is the greatest teaching moment of our
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philosophers, the poets and the priests who might guide
>

■culture"

ings—and that third year does not fall in the year 201X1 
Revelation s hopeful passages in Chapter 21, which
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What Is Going On?
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The KTiite House Millennium Council 

was created with the theme ‘Honor the 

Past—Imagine the Future. ‘Highlights of 

Us projects follow:

id

MILLENNIUM. From 81

e can forget about Prerident Ginion as our an 
swain lor this bent ride, but Congress could 

play a role In the year 2000. it might hold the

the new nuDennnim. if this country is Io stand lor any-' 

thing more than hs wealth and democratic ideal. Amer­

icans need to become comlortaHe with the word

The millennium could be viewed as a kind of bar mill 

vah or confirmation for a youthful nation that must bios 

som into a mature crvilizatxwi in the next millennium In 

the 1'XXK, F:rance showed what could be done for the 

creative life of a nation when a figure o( great artisbc 

stature, Andre Mabaux. became its minister of culture 

An American figure with Malraux a stature and MjI 
rauz's mandate could teach an section* of the country 

how to do that and could teach his or her own president 

how better to promote .American culture, without il 

sounding undemocratic. William Styron or Arthur MiU- 

e or Reynolds Price or Eudora Welty come to mind as 

candidates lor the job.

!
i

the last book of the New Testament Certainly, the 

church has its own debate about when Christ was 

born—and hence when to mark the 2,000th anniversary 

o< that event But the widespread recognition of this 

year offers an opportunity right now that the church is 

largely missing The Book ol Revelation is often seen as 

2 0 O O

occasional historical debate and thus fulfill its calling as 

an educational as well as a political body This is the time 

to revisit America's Founding Myth, for instance, bi 

1892. Congress designated Oct. 12 as Columbus Day 
since Columbus "discovered* America, anti in 1968 it 

decreed that Columbus Day hr a InlernJ holuby But Co 

tantras did not disrover America, he discovered a tew 

Caribbean islands, and then art about to ensbvr the na 

trie population. Consequently, Columbus Day. now 

freighted with emharnwmrnt and mumlornution. has 

become a sop to the Italian American community, and is 

the least widely olnerved federal holiday we have.

It has been establislied. through carbon dating, that a 

far earlier European presence in North America came 

with the Viking explorer Leif Ericsson ui the year ItXXl 

AD Canada has created a national park nt L'Anse aux 

Meadows in Newfoundland to avninemontr the Mir of 

the first Viking settlement. And it is widely accepted 

that the third Viking voyage was led by a woman. Cudrid 

Thorbjamardottir. the wife of Leifs younger brother, 

who lor a time lived on the island of Manhattan ami gave 

birth to the first known European-American child

Congress has acknowledged Ericsson's rlaim. it 

should now debate a resolution to broaden and invig 

orate the current federal holiday as Discoverers Day Er­

icsson and other explorers of the Americas, Irioce de Le- 

fin. Hernando de Soto, John Smith. Francisco Vasquez 

de Coronado, John Wesley Iriwefi, Merriwether Lewis 

and William Clark, the Polynesians who settled Hawaii. 

Sacagywra and, perha(is. Thorbjamardottir herself, 

should take their places alongside Columbus in a wwler 

celebration of exploration and the pioneering American 

spirit And the official holiday should embrace the pre 

sent-day explorers, the astronauts and astronomers, 

who are giving us a vastly expanded concept of hi» 

mankind s place m the universe and trama. NASA 

should name a space shuttle mission after Ericanon next 

year to draw attention to the shift.

It is time to stop the silty talk and to have a real na 

bonal conversation about the meaning of the miDmni 

uro for America. In this fleeting moment, the past ami he 

ture are majestkally and magically intertwined II 

abmild not be allowed to slip past us in a champagne fig 

or in the dare of a ternprramental computer screen

—compiled by Outlook

Sokt* Thp Milmnvn Comcrf Wrt tile M

and inspire us? We have a president whose personal dis 

grace and coemption ao degraded the level of polite con- 

versa Iron in America that he can scarcely be expected to 

transport the nation through a glorious and uplifting 

moment of history We have no minister of culture or in­

fluential endowments for the arts and humanities to CD 

Ginton's vacuum, and Hillary Clinton, who was sup 

posed to be in charge of America's millennium and 

launched the White House Millennium Council to "en­

courage a wide variety of projects and events thal cele­

brate our historical and cultural legacy." is now preoccu­

pied with sewers in Schenectady. N.Y.

steely-eyed look at the last 1.000 years of Amer 

ican history, as a whole, might have been part ol 

our millennial experience. Look at what a "divine* 

institution is doing. The Roman Catholic Church is en­

gaged in a process it calls historical purification as part 

ol its solemn celebration. For its spiritual well being at 

this jubilee year, and to position itself for the Third Mil 

lennium, the Church has intentionally revisited the 

darkest episodes of its past: the cases of Galileo, Jan Hus 

and Joan of Arc as well as its sorry record of acquies­

cence in the antisemitism during World WII.

Couldn't this country use a touch of historical purifi­

cation itself? Would it be so difficult lor America to con­

front its own dark aide, slavery and the genocide of the 

American Indian, and to find some mechanism, at the 

year 2000. to absorb those senurges once and for aD into 

our national consciousness? Pertups a Japanese-styie 

apology is not the American way, but with a little wiD 

and imagination, some form of consequential recogni­

tion and acknowledgment could be found.

Several weeks ago. we had a good example of an ac­
knowledgment that can lead to renewal and resolution 

the groundbreaking for a museum on the MaD devoted 

to the American Indian. This may in fad be the most toy 

portant single millennial act of this year, since, after aU, 

600 of the past 1.000 years in America belong to Native 

Americans. But no one thought to tie the event to the 

millennium, and the Clinton administration has made 

no effort to indude Native American in its celebration 

activities. A museum to the American Indian on the Mall 

honors the victims and recognizes with admiration and 

respect the richness of the native culture and the di­

versity of the peoples who were destroyed. That is an 

opportunity to teach, and to by to rest long-standing an­

imosities.

To view our history and world history through a 

1,000-year lens forces the mind toward new and original 

pathways. But precious little scholarship on the millen­

nium has emerged from the American academic com­

munity. The books that have been published on the mD- 

lenmum are, for the most part, few and lightweight. 

Wilh the exception of US. News's special edition in Au­

gust about the year 1000. the news magazines and four 

major television networks have focused on the century 

rather than the miDetinrum. since their craft is photo 

driven.
Even the Christian clergy seems oddly unwilling to 

draw attention to its own holy text, since the anxieties 

about an apocalypse and an end time are embedded in

The president and first lady have 

begun hosting Millennium Evenings at the 

White House—a series of lectures and 

cultural events with scholars and artists 

that are accessible to the public via 

cybercast over the Internet and 

broadcast via satellite.

In coordination with the Department 

of Transportation, the council plans to 

recognize more than 2.000 existing and 

new Millennial Trails, supporting the 

development of trails through new 

federal and state funding and private 

partnerships

As one of its International Millennial 
Events the council is encouraging the 
creation of sister-city relationships with 

communities overseas

With Its Save America's Treasures 
project, the council plans to stimulate 

private efforts to preserve our national 

heritage and history. The National Trust 

for Historic Preservation is providing 
leadership by inviting individuals, 

foundations and corporations to 

participate.

The council has created MHIennium for 
Dds Web sites, including an "Inside the 
White House* newsletter, an EPA

Explorers Club and FEMA for Kids.

an emharrwment, or worse, as a provneatiexi The 

Eastern Orthodux Church does not even read Revela­

tion from the pulpit, because the book is open to such di­

verse intorprrutmn. In the Catholic Church, the hook is 

part of the three year liturgical cycle of Sunday read­

promise that *1 New Jerusalem wiD come down from 

God ... and God shad] wipe away all tears... * may oc­

casionally hr evoked in the next lew months But how 

about the lore of Gog and Magog, the Antichrist and the 

Falsa- lYofihrt. the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse, 

the Seven Seals, the Mark of the Beast, 666 or the 

Whore ol Babylon? It is as if American clergymen hes­

itate tn address these wild allegories, because they fear 

more iniamalions of David Koresh or Heaven's Gate. 

The fascinating parables of the Book of Revelation, it ap­

pears. will be left largely to the novelists

With no guides and mentors here, we have to look 

elsewhere Great Britain leads the way in preparations 

for the millennium. In 1992, that nation established a 

commission of iLs best mimis to define what the milien 

nium was, how Britain should mark the occasion, how 

its millennial activities might be paid for. Britain has 

treated the coming of the year 2000 as an occasion to 

spruce up the whole nation By tapping the proceeds of 

its national lottery, it is offering every little village »n op­

portunity to refurbish • kval theater or park or histor­

ical site and make that refurbishment a miDenniuni con­

tribution. Prime Minister Tony Blair has already given a 

millennial lecture at Oxford University The Millennium 

Dome, bigj^r than our Georgia Dome in Atlanta and de­

voted solefy to education is nearly complete at Green­

wich. A millennium seed bank has been established to 

gather the seeds of the world into a single place to dem­

onstrate the biodiversity of die world at this magical 

time The Royal MaD has issued a series of miDennium 

sumjis thxt commemorate the inventors, the explorers, 

the entertainers, die workers and the scientists of Brit­

ish history And Britain talks comfortably about giving 

iU poiplr a "millrnnium experience *

What is the United States doing? No buildings. No 

stamps. No presidential lecture at Harvard. No in­

novative at visionary ideas. America in the An dr stecle 

of the 1890s did far better with a century 's end than 

we're doing with the end of the miDennium Then there 

was an expiosion of plays, art, music and books, in­

ducing Edward Bellamy's smash success, "Looking 

Backward." There was the monumental glory of Giica- 

go's 1893 Wirid's Fair and the spirit of inventiveness 

characterized by Thomas Edison and Alexander 

Graham BeD.

Perhaps it's not too late. The precious little dispute 

over whether the new miDennium actually begins this 

aiming January or the January of 211)1 nxn bouse an op­

portunity It gives us another 15 months to do some­

thing worthwhile.

Here are a few eleventh hour suggestions.

The United Stales is the only major Western country 

without a rabinetJevri mimser of culture ot natxxial 

haitage Only in the South of William Faulkner and 

Thomas Wille are Americana secure in talking about 

their literature and their regional identity. Other re­

gions ot the aiuntry have as rich a literary and artistic 

tradition, they just don't know how to talk about it In 
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no plans to leave town for the

Millennium, Schmillennium

Demand Low for Highest-Priced New Year’s Bashes

rk

. b

See PARTIES. A8. Co! I

I.

Ch

By Susan Livna 

jr'ashinfton Post Staff Writer I*
Three nights at the St. Regis Washington, 

with airfare and posh lodging for 12, limousine 
service, in-room massages, a cooking class, 
symphony tickets and a seven-course dinner— 
$110,000. Two nights in the Pentagon City 
Ritr-Carlton’s presidential suite, with his-and- 
her 18-karat gold watches, a chauffeured Jag­
uar, daily salon service and the obligatory 
seven-course dinner and ballroom extravagan­
za—$100,000.

The run of the entire 40-room Tabard Inn 
near Dupont Circle, with a private party and the 
feast and live bands to go with it—$50,000. An 
“Evening of a Lifetime’ at the Kennedy Center, 
where rooftop patrons dine and dance and 
receive “special commemorative gifts." Only 
$2,000 a person.

Looking for the bash to end all bashes this 
New Year’s Eve? Apparently not.

With rare exceptions, the most lavish, over- 
the-top enticements to greet the new millenni­
um in style are going begging across Washing­
ton and its suburbs. Only 74 days before the 
epochal night, the priciest promotions have few

/J

holiday. A third poll, released last 
week by the light-bulb company in 
charge of that big ball that drops in 
Times Square, noted that 43 per­
cent of Americans would rather 
stay home and watch television on 
Dec. 31.

I'm not going anywhere," pro­
fessor Misztal said emphatically.

Even Desormeaux. of the con­
vention bureau, confessed: ’Per­
sonally, I’m no big New Year’s Eve 
person.... I plan to be home or 
with friends."

No one doubts, however, lliat 
intense celebrations will occur, 
whether it s tire two women hosting 
60 guests alxerd Lire double-decked 
Miss Christin riverboat for $7/100. or 
the black-tie merrymakers assembled 
in three ballrooms at tire Willard 
Intercontinental Hotel

’If you look at evepdhing tliat’s 
indutled. our price is very, very 
reasonable.’ a Willard spokeswom­
an said of packages that run $2.tXX) 
or more a couple, depending on such

, ' .‘*'1
1,.

the Millennium" reads one typical 
promo—are almost counterpro­
ductive.

“There's so much pressure to do 
something awesome, you just don’t 
do anything at all," she said.

Strange times indeed, and soci­
ologist Bronislaw Misztal predicts 
they one day will be analyzed, not 
at all favorably, for the extreme 
marketing frenzy and commercial 
hype. “All of this is profoundly 
irrational," declared the Catholic 
University professor, who studies 
social movements and tire political 
and moral effects of rapid change.

To Misztal, it is scant consola­
tion that no one has yet shelled out 
100 grand for the Ritz Carlton 
package, because some couples are 
paying $3,000 to spend New Year's 
at the Hay-Adams Hotel across 
from the White House, or more 
than $2,800 for dinner and a single 
night's lorlging at the Inn at Little 
Washington near Warrenton.

Come January, he said, “there 
will be lots of consumer counsel­
ing.’

A few soirees already are being 
modified. The Kennedy Center 
several days ago “refocused" its 
New Year's Eve plans. Instead of 
$2,000 a person, partygoers will 
pay $250 to $350 each to dine on 
the terrace and then repair to the 
grand foyer for dancing. Tickets to 
any performances are, of course, 

extra.
Millennium or not. survey after 

survey has forecast a definite pub­
lic apathy. A poll this sununer by 
Blockbuster said 45 percent of 
those questioned intended to be 
home on New Year’s Eve. The 
Travel Industry Association took a 
head count and found that more 
than 60 percent of Americans had

celebration since the rental bids it 
received came in well below the 
$50,000 minimum.

Rather than folks splurging with 
abandon—the common prediction 
a few months ago—they're being 
more careful. “Ultimately," Cohen 
said, “a lot of people would rather 
spend that money on their kid’s 
college education or a longer vaca­
tion."

Donna Desormeaux, spokes­
woman for the D.C. Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, sees a more 
fundamental problem with such 
offerings as a $12,000 spa celebra­
tion for 40 in Bethesda or a 
$75,000 Potomac River cruise 
(sans food).

“The average Joe doesn't have 
this kind of money,” she said.

The convention-size New Year's 
Eve events, with thousands of tick­
ets, began serious advertising just 
this month. And those at the big­
name hotels and restaurants insist 
they’ll toast a full house when 
bubbly starts flowing. Potential 
revelers are merely shopping 
around, they explain, or just begin­
ning to focus on what they really 
want to do that night.

“People are making their plans 
real slow,’ said Katherine Kerley, 
who helps handle publicity for the 
St. Regis Washington, the Westin 
Grand and the W'estin Fairfax. As 
of last week, the Westin Fairfax 
had sold just three of its $1,299 
“Y2K" packages and not one of its 
$1,599 “Sweet ’99" packages.

Now that the White House has 
begun releasing details of its three- 
day celebration on the Mall. Kerley 
and others think reservations will 
pick up. But Kerley does worry 
that expectations about this New 
Year's—“The List Great Partv of

_____< ,
rriaoua «w«ciohh»t

The oenophile's New Year's Eve dream dinner at 
Sam and Harry’s wifi cost $19,999.99 for four, 

takers, and rooms and restaurants remain wide­
ly available—to the disappointment of their 
marketers.

The bids “just weren’t as great as we thought 
they would be." conceded Jeremiah Cohen, 
co-owner of the Tabard Inn, which has opted to 
throw a more typical New Year's Eve dinner



Sauteme you can find." Cognac of 
a 1900 vintage.

It's all about the wines," Wer- 
nick said, but rest assured that for 
this equivalent of a house down 
payment, folks will eat well. too. 
For nearly four hours, they will 
feast on Beluga caviar. Scottish 
smoked salmon, Swedish sea seal 
lops, Maine lobster.

Wemick began this ultimate 
oenophilc's search 18 months ago 
and expects the dinner will be 
great fun. Said he of the evening’s 
prospects. Tin a little bit in awe."

details as whether the glass is full of 
Dom I’erignon or Moet & Chandon.

The entire MCI Center is slated 
to become a “Millennial City," with 
more than 11,000 party-maniacs 
paying $199 to $349 apiece to dance, 
eat and drink on concourse after 
concourse after concourse. With 
enough bands to launch a new 
record label, indoor fireworks and a 
time-zone-by-time-zone countdown 
to midnight organizer Mike Harri­
gan at Shack Events is confident all 
tickets will go—though only a few 
hundred have been purchased since 

ever. A New Year’s Eve dinner for 
four at Sam and Harry’s will set 
patrons back $19,999.99, yet the 
downtown restaurant already has 
credit cards holding three reserva­
tions.

It will be worth every penny, 
promises Bill Wemick, the restau­
rant’s vice president with a mag­
num of Pol Roger Couve 2000 
champagne and bottles of wines of 
such quality that superlatives do 
not do them justice. "The finest 
white burgundy ever produced," 
he exulted. "The most wonderful

sales started Oct 1.
Several blocks south, the more 

high-minded and high-priced "Par­
ty With a Purpose’ will take over 
the Ronald Reagan Building and 
International Trade Center. The 
purpose: to raise $1 million for 10 
Washington area charities, from 
the Capital Children’s Museum to 
the Congressional Award Founda­
tion. And the party: for $500 or 
$2,000, the majority of which is tax 
deductible, nearly 3,500 hoped-for 
guests will dine on international 
cuisines and watch headliner Rog­

er Daltrey—yes. The Who's Dal- 
trey—lead a classical orchestra, 
rock band and gospel choir that all 
perform under the name British 
Rock Symphony,

Giles Beeker, the trade center 
vice president, knows he has com­
petition and bemoans all the "over­
commercialized" hype. Yet he can’t 
help but offer some of his own. 
"One of the best events in the 
world that night," he calls his 
production.

Not every bank-account-drain- 
ing affair is still advertising, how­
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surprise. Ht's the first I’ve heard’ 
that Smith was not nailed down, 
said spokeswoman Toby Graff. 
Producer Jones’s publicist 
sounded equally flummoxed.

We shudder to think what 
fortes were brought to bear on 
whom in the ensuing seven 
hours. All we know is that 
Marsha Berry, the first lady’s 
communications director, 
phoned Levine around 8 p.m. to • 
let her know that Lassiter would 
soon be calling. “Will is genuinely 
enthusiastic about being there," 
Smith’s manager gushed. “I’m 
sure Will is going to do anything 
Quincy wants him to do."

-J 
' -’’•I

THERE!

HI FMOKW mi oiE*rr—n« wuHMinn ran

WUI he w won’t he? Smith, not ywfta 
corvfinMd fer New yew's.

ill Smith may 
have clout in 
Hollywood, but 
hegotasharp

lesson in power
Washington-style this week 
when his people sent the 
wrong signals about his 
participation in “America’s 
Millennium," the White 
House-sponsored New
Year’s celebration on the 
Mall. Two weeks ago, 
White House organizers 
announced that Smith 
would serve as an emcee 
during the three-day 
mega-party produced by 
Quincy Jones and George 
Stevens Jr. But on 
Wednesday, when The 
Post’s Susan Levine phoned 
the movie star’s LA office, 
his manager, James 
Lassiter, wasn’t thrilled. 
"Will was never confirmed 
as host," Lassiter insisted, 
while another of Smith's 
Hollywood reps—who didn't 
want to be identified—suggested 
that the White House had 
jumped the gun. Organizers were 
“a little overly ambitious," the 
rep claimed.

That's when the interesting 
part began. When Levine phoned 
around to get to the bottom of 
this ambivalence, the staff of 
event chairwoman Hillary 
Rodham Clinton was caught by

Arm-Twisting 
To the Millennium
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Concluding with a "Midnight Moment," Steven Spielberg to produce a short film 
with a score by John Williams for the occasion; and the Smithsonian Institution 
to organize "Millennium on Mall: Traditions and Tomorrow," a three-day festival 
for families and children, all with the help of the National Park Service.

On Friday, Dec. 31, the Lincoln Memorial, the Washington Monument, and the 
U.S. Capitol will frame the celebration that will ring out the old millennium, 
and ring in the new.

The White House Millennium Council charged by the President and the First 
Lady with leading the nation in a celebration to "Honor the Past - Imagine the 
Future," drives the activities of "America's Millennium." These events will 
••.yify the goals of the Council, which are to educate, inspire and reflect on 
the creative spirit of America.

The "Midnight Moment" will light up the sky as our nation salutes the new 
century. Stars of the gala, choruses and celebrants on the Mall, will raise 
their voices m a rousing sing-a-long in the first hour of the new millennium. 
Over the course of the three days, the Smithsonian Institution will present. 
Millennium on the Mall: Traditions and Tomorrows," with literature, 
entertainment, sports, sciences and technology.

Washington, D.C. - A family-oriented celebration of the new millennium will 
be the focus of three days of activities on the National Mail m Washington, 
D.C. "America's Millennium" is free to the public and will begin on Dec. 31. 
1999 and continue through Jan. 2, 2000. The celebration, which will highlivLv 
all that is best about America, is a cooperative effort of the White House 
Millennium Council, the National Park Service, the Smithsonian Institute and the 
National Park Foundation.

A twenty-minute film, "American Spirit," by Steven Spielberg, will depict the 
highlights of the 20th century. John Williams is composing an original score 
that will be conducted live with the orchestra as the film is projected on 
huge outdoor screens. Inspired by Aaron Copeland's "Lincoln Portrait," the 
Spielberg film will have its world premiere at the Lincoln Memorial.

President Clinton and the First Lady have asked Quincy Jones and George 
Stevens, Jr. to produce a spectacular "America's Millennium Gala."

BODY:
Will Smith and Quincy Jones stars of White House millennium party

"America's Millennium Gala" produced by Quincy Jones and George Stevens Jr. 
will present a stirring show that will build toward an unforgettable "Midnight 
Moment" to mark the time when we pass the new century and new millennium This 
will be the nation's commemoration of this milestone in human history. Stars in 
the arts and entertainment world will perform with an orchestra, along with the 
combined bands, choruses and marching units of the U.S. Armed Forces who will 
perform outside, in front of the Lincoln Memorial, as celebrants watch from the 
side of the Reflecting Pool. The entertainment will center on great American 
music of the century, choreographed to summarize in song and memory the

■ •'"'bling achievements of our country.
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A Little Too Eager on That 2000 Gig
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By Susan Levine

U’nshinrron Post Staf] W riter

in," he said.
Not surprisingly, much is up in 

the air because the budget for the 
free weekend celebration is still so 
uncertain. Hie bills will be picked 
up by private donations, and orga­
nizers said this week that they have 
raised about half of their $12.5 mil­
lion target. That amount will cover 
only the events on the Mall, how- 
ever, not a companion festival on 
Constitution Avenue that is a coop­
erative effort with the city.

“What we’re trying to do is plan 
for different levels of programs,"

Only Tuesday, the White House 
Millennium Council and first lady 
Hillary' Rodham Clinton announced 
who will help Washington and the 
nation ring in New Year 2000: Will 
Smith! Aretha Franklin! Chuck Ber­
ry! B.B. King!

But yesterday, while not quite 
singing the blues, organizers were 
acknowledging an unfortunate— 
and they hope momentary—mis­
take. The King of Blues, it turns 
out. is not yet confirmed for the 
“America’s Millennium” spectacu­
lar being planned for the Mall. They 
want him, and he may be willing, 
but there’s no ink on a contract

The mixup over King began at 
Tuesday's news conference, when 
for the first time in months organiz­
ers provided details on the three- 
day celebration weekend. The trou­
ble was, they weren’t specific 
enough. Because most of the dis­

cussion w-as about the plans for 
Dec. 31—a show to be hosted by 

Smith, a made-for-the-millennium 
mom by Steven Spielberg, a tech- 
no-glitzy light display at the stroke 
of midnight—it seemed that per­
formers such as Berry were set to 
appear that day, too.

They're not. Mr. Rock-and-Roll is 

3k;

Kurin said. “If we don't get that 
kind of money, well scale back."

On the music stage on the Mall— 
the major draw—Kurin wants 
Franklin, Berry, former Grateful 
Dead drummer Mickey Hart and 
other unannounced performers to 
do more than play. What if, he 
mused, they talked about what has 
influenced them in their music, and 
how soul or rock might change in 
the 21st century?

“It would be Ires cool,“ Kurin 
said.

But with barely 90 days to go, 
time is growing short for Irooking 
other acts and contracting with ven­
dors. The Smithsonian has received 
less than $1 million through the 
White House Millennium Council. 
Kurin said. Despite that, he’s hope­
ful that all three days will be strong 
draws. “We’re negotiating. What 
can I say?"

Hie first lady’s press office, 
which is now handling inquiries on 
the event, said no timetable exists 
for releasing more information on 
the celebration. Filmmaker George 
Stevens Jr. and musician Quincy 
Jones are producing the Dec. 31 
show at the Lincoln Memorial.

And as Stevens said Tuesday, 
“It's always a great mistake to tell 
people what you’re going to do 
three months in advance."

to be on the Mall the afternoon of 
Jan. 1. The Queen of Soul, who's 
playing the Jacob Javits Center in 
New York on New Year’s Eve, will 
not show until Jan. 2. As for King, 
he has engagements in the Mem­
phis area Dec. 31 and New Year's 
Day and could arrive in Washing­
ton, if and when the glitch is 
straightened out, only on Jan. 2.

"It was the worst kind of mis­
take," said Richard Kurin, director 
of the Smithsonian Institution’s 
Center for Folklife Programs and 
Cultural Studies, who’s heading the 
planning for the many exhibits, con­
certs. lectures and demonstrations 
the Smithsonian intends to put on 
for those three days. He missed the 
news conference Tuesday because 
he was out of town, but much of his 
day yesterday was spent trying to 
resolve problems.

Paul McCarthy, executive direc­
tor of the entity that is trying to co­
ordinate everything among the 
Wiite House, Smithsonian. Nation­
al Park Service and National Park 
Foundation, also was trying to re­
gain lost ground. He lamented that 
the very thing organizers wanted to 
avoid—confusion over details— 
happened.

“We'd prefer to come out with a 
comprehensive list of all the enter­
tainers and the time slots they're

lit MOTO 

B.B. King has not been confirmed for 
“America’s Millennium" on the Mall.

%



*

tEke Washington Post ^ednesdai. SemMBER 29
• >999

1 >*'*

!

M V YEAR'S. From A J

music of our century rocking uxi 
rollinc. swincintf and vwrino^ •* ’ »>
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confidence in this new mayor
s e there’s been an immense vote 
0 confidence in this new mayor 
a id the renaissance of this dty.’

1
(ffort.

will Smith 
To Ring In 
New Year
On Mall

ew dear's 
Lineup of 
Performers 
Announced “This is a tremendous opportu-- 

r ity to unitfbur nation, to capture 
«i extraordinary moment in Amer- 
i an and human history." said Hil-
1 ry Clinton, who was joined at the 

’rews conference by Stevens and 
Mayor Anthony A. Williams

With congressional representa- 
t ves and local residents partidpat- 
i >g. the weekend's opening cere- 
r lony will take place near the 
( apitol as a time capsule is sealed 
m ith the reflections of national 
I aders in varied fields. Through- 
(ut the day on Dec. 31. Clinton 
s lid, the Smithsonian will offer a 
‘ iigital time capsule’ to which 
» sitors can add their thoughts and 
»ishes for future generations. 

Producer Stevens, the man be- 
1 ind the annual Kennedy Center 
1 mors program and founder of the 
7 merican Film Institute, gave no 
t metable for releasing a full sched- 
1 e of performers. For the moment, 
t le publidty boasts of bands, 
< loirs and military marching units. 
J (evens acknowledged that many 
c •lebrities were booked long ago 
I it said it was not too late to get 
c immitments from others. 

"It's a historic opportunity. You 
c in perform in Las Vegas any night 
cr the year," he laughed.

One lure would be the likely 
v orldwide audience. Organizers 
s nd CBS will broadcast live from 
13 p.m. through midnight, and 
a rangements to carry the show 
a ound the globe are pending. 
5 jielberg’s movie. "The Unfin- 
i hed Journey.’ will be shown on 
t ro giant digital screens to be 
jasitioned on either side of the 
I incoln Memorial.

Although the Mall will return to 
r irmal Jan. 3, the city’s bicenten- 
r al commemoration will just be 
s acting. James V. Kimsey, chair­
roan emeritus of America Online, 

leading the steering committee 
c dty and regional leaders that 
v ill plan a year of programs and 
f< stivities and raise the private 
fi nds to pay for them.

Mayor Williams’s special assis- 
t nt, Sandy McCall, said the calen- 
c^r of downtown and neighbor- 
h xxl events will not be publicized 
t itil January. Kimsey's committee 
r embers, however, will be an­
il >unced by early November. 

"When [others) see this new 
b >ard," McCall predicted, "theyll

Vhite House Millennium Council, 
imithsonian Institution. National 
>ark Service and National Park 
'oundation. The dty of Washing- 
on, which will mark its bicentenni-
1 as the nation's capital in 2000. is 
partner in the planning. 
The initial projection is for a 

umout of 600,000 people. Only 
wo gatherings on the Mall have 
een bigger President Lyndon B. . 
ohnson’s 1965 inauguration and 
he 1976 bicentennial fireworks. 

Already, the price tag has grown 
1 J $12.5 million from early esti- 
lates of $10 million. The total 
nhdes the lectures, demonstra- 

' ons and performances that the 
! njjthsonian will present from 

>ec. 31 through Jan. 2, but does 
1 ot account for the city’s compan- 
i >n block party along Constitution 
j venue—a "Main Street Millenni- 
t m* expected to resemble a winter 
(amival of minstrels, magidans. 
i crobats and food tents between 
J Oth and 14th streets NW. The dty 
I as not yet hired a contractor to 
1 in its portion.

JThe entire celebration will be 
ately funded, organizers reiter- 
I yesterday, saying that with 95 
I to go, half of the $ 12.5 million 
been raised. Democratic Party 
-raising magnate Terry McAu- 

ffe, who recently offered $13 
1 lillion from his own accounts to 
I uarantee a New York house mort- 
I age for the first lady and Presi-
ent Clinton, is leading the money 

(ffort.
Despite some private concerns 

t lat the ambitious and time- 
I ressed plans may exceed funds— 
t re Smithsonian, for instance, has’ 
jet to receive a budget for its 
1 ale—organizers were enthusias-' 
t c yesterday. One of the guests 
t ley introduced was their first 
f lillion-dollar contributor. Omaha 
tusiness executive Vinod Gupta. 
1 Io other individual or corporate 
< onors were identified, nor was 
: ny cost breakdown discussed.

be inspiring," Stevens said yester-

"America’s Millennium," as the 

billed, is being organized by the 
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MultuiiiUion-Dollar
Events Annour
Br Susan Levini
IFajhinpon Port Staff Vnter

Actor Will Smith will host 
Washington's ultimate party of'99, 
the multimillion-dollar New Year’s 
Eve celebration on the Mall for 
which a who's who of rock, soul 
and blues music will sing backup, 
organisers announced yesterday, 

imagine for a moment," 
'first lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
^egan at a news conference that 
provided few new specifics of the 
free, momingto-midnight event 
but much lyrical description of its 
atmosphere and purpose-—the 
r-------- .

rolling, swinging and soaring* 1 . - 

Some of those tunes will be 
belted out by Chuck Berry, Aretha 
Franklin, and BJB. King, who will 
perform during festivities that will 
stretch down the Mall and also for 
several blocks along Constitution 

'Avenue.

Come evening, the spotlight will 
.shift to the Lincoln Memorial, 
where Smith will lead a show to be 
produced by musician Quincy 
Jones and filmmaker George Ste­
vens Jr. And in the century's final 
hour, as composer John Williams 
conducts an original orchestral 
score, an 18-<ninute movie by Ste­
ven Spielberg will highlight major 
events of the last 100 years before 
a high-tech sound and light display 
punctuates the first minute of 
2900.

i ylt will be in the sky and it will

day.
/ ... ------------ 

family-friendly extravaganza is
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WASHINGTON - TTiat glittering ball dropping from Times Square 

on New Year's Eve?
It's got competition.
This year, "America's Millennium" will be marked on the National 

Mall with a "spectacular high-tech sound and light display" 
between the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington Monument Hillary 

Rodham Clinton announced Tuesday. The outdoor gala will include 
an 18-minute film by director Steven Spielberg of the highlights 

of the 20th century -- that averages out to just under 11 seconds 
per year — with an original score by John Williams. Plus an evening 
of as-yet-unspccificd entertainment hosted by actor Will Smith.

And a “Midnight Moment."
"It will not be something dropping from the air," says producer 

George Stevens Jr. "It will be something lighting up the sky."
The entire affair will be broadcast on CBS, which bought the rights 

for an undisclosed amount It's part of three days of celebration 

including the unveiling of a National Time Capsule and performances 

over the weekend by Aretha Franklin, B.B. Kang, Chuck Berry and 

scientists from Massachusetts Institute of Technology labs.
Stevens denied reports that most Hollywood headliners already 

are spoken for on New Year's Eve, although officials acknowledge 

they are still trying to line up first-tier acts.
The estimated price tag: S12.5 million, raised by fund-raiser 

Terry McAuliffe, who is also offering a SI.3 million guarantee 

for tlie first family's new mortgage in Chappaqua, N.Y. About half 

of the celebration funds are in hand or promised.
Speaking of New York, Hillary’ Clinton didn't seem eager to field 

questions about why she plans to spend New Year's Eve in Washington 

if she's set on becoming a New Yorker for her expected Senate 

run next year. After posing with a model of the Mall, she left 
before reporters could ask about the possible political implications. 

Aides said she had to hurry to New York.

Not to worry, says former New York mayor Ed Koch. "There won't 
be any New Yorkers in Times Square," he said. "They'll be tourists."

Where will the natives be?

"Home," he says. "Watching TV."

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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New Year’s fete
gets top talent
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By Donna De Marco
TH€ WASHINGTON 1*MtS

AMERICA’S MILLENNIUM
First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton announced plans yesterday for 
the America s Millennium celebration to usher in 2000:

Will Smith, Aretha Franklin and 
Chuck Berry are scheduled to be 
among the headliners at this year’s 
New Year's Eve party in Washing­
ton, the White House and millen­
nium celebration officials an­
nounced yesterday

America’s Millennium, the 
group coordinating the party, 
hopes to finalize plans by mid­
November, said Executive Direc­
tor Paul McCarthy.

He also said the group, a coop­
erative effort among the White 
House, the Smithsonian, the Na­
tional Park Service and the Na­
tional Park Foundation, has se­
cured half of the $12 5 million in 
private funds needed to stage the 
three-day extravaganza

First lady Hillary Rodham Clin­
ton will host the opening cere­
mony, where a national time cap­
sule with artifacts representing 
how the nation lived will be re­
vealed, at noon on Dec. 31.

"This is a tremendous opportu­
nity to really unite our nation, to 
capture an extraordinary moment 
in American and human history," 
Mrs. Clinton said in announcing 
plans for the party yesterday.

Mr. Smith will be the master of 
ceremonies for the "America's Mil­
lennium Gala" — a three-hour 
New Year’s Eve show produced by 
musician Quincy Jones and televi­
sion and movie director George 
Stevens Jr.

The gala will take place at the 
Lincoln Memorial and be broad­
cast live on CBS beginning at 10 
p m. The producers are still lining 
up other performers for I he event.

Director Steven Spielberg will 
present an 18-minute motion pic­
ture highlighting the 20th century 
at the Lincoln Memorial and on 
CBS beginning at 11:30 p m.

The film, titled "The Unfinished 
Journey,” with music by composer 
John Williams, will be shown on 

two digital screens on either side 
of the Lincoln Memorial.

Also planned is a high-tech 
sound and light display between 
the Lincoln Memorial and the 
Washington Monument Mr. Ste­
vens declined to give details.

"I think that's going to be some­
thing that will reveal itself at mid­
night," Mr Stevens said. "But it 
will be in the sky and it will be 
inspiring.”

He said the Lincoln Memorial 
was selected as the stage for the 
New Year’s Eve event in part be­
cause of its historical significance 
— it was where black opera singer 
Marian Anderson performed 
when the Daughters of the Amer­
ican Revolution barred her from 
singing in Constitution Hall in 
1939 and where Martin Luther 
King gave his "I have a dream” 
speech in 1963.

The Smithsonian will presentan 
array of exhibitions at its “Millen­
nium on the Mall” event that will 
run Dec.31 to Jan 2. Highlightsare 
expected to include performances 
from Miss Franklin, Mr Berry and 
former Grateful Dead drummer 
Mickey Hart

"Millennium on the Mall” will 
also include other family oriented 
performances, lectures and dem­
onstrations covering the worlds of 
music, art, literature, sports, sci­
ence and technology. Children’s 
book author Virginia Hamilton, 
song leader Ella Jenkins and other 
literary and scientific experts are 
scheduled to appear.

DC. Mayor Anthony A Williams 
also announced yesterday that the 
city will host a block party called 
Main Stream Millennium along 
Constitution Avenue on Dec. 31. 
That party will feature local and 
regional entertamment and food.

Officials said the number of peo­
ple expected at the celebration 
could range from 100,000 to 1 mil­
lion partyers.
■ This article is based in part on 
wire service reports.

Where: The Mall, from the Lincoln Memorial to the Capitol  

Headliners: Will Smith, Aretha Franklin, Chuck Berry

Cost: $12.5 million _________
Producers: GeorgeSteyenSjJr^Ouinc^Jones_____________________

Highlights: “The Unfinished Journey." an 18-minute motion picture by 
director Steven Spielberg at 11:30 p m.; high-tech display of sound, 
light and fireworks at midnight
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yesterday sparked a New Year’s Eve feud^ 
saying shell skip.the Big^ Apple’s party to be 
the queen of the millennium celebration in 
Washington. ' A “

The wannabe New York senator urged all Amer­
icans to ioin her for the-D.C. gala, which will fea-
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Square, Washington’s party

light and sound^'show (al- Ji 9ne

fkmtrrli nlannoro u/nn’t crivp Will D6 _
18-minute movie, “The Un- 
finished Journey,” which 
he’s making with documen­
tary filmmaker Ken Burns, 
historians Stephen Am­
brose and Henry Louis 
Gates, and Oscar-winning 
composer John Williams.

The other is the high-tech
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ney.”
“That is what we will be 

doing this New Year’s 
Eve,” Mrs. Clinton said 
yesterday- “This will be 
no ordinary party.”

Mrs. Clinton’s campaign 
spokesman, Howard Wolf­
son, denied the Washington 
celebration was aiming to 
steal New York’s thunder 
as die biggest party night

to tele- 
n party

&
(

W.ASHINGTON'— Hillary Rodham Clinton
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CBS has
vise the Wi .
from 10 p.m. until its early-
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ners of the D.C. gala said
y WhSX New York cole- ■ ^uckS to the Derooerotie 

bration will have its tradi- L” -
tional ball drop -but this •

Clinton’s presidential li­
brary and Mrs. Clinton’s 
campaign in New York.

Another key player is 
Spielberg, who Jias given

Party and twice -lent his

Clintons — most recently 
when Hillary Clinton was

time with a Waterford 
Crystal ball — in Times

-----• ~ - 
will have a spectacular

though planners won’t give K®18 

details).
Mayor Giuliani is set to 

push the button for the 
ball-drop in New York, 
along with a soon-to-be- 
named star or hero, accord­
ing to planners with the 
Times Square Business Im­
provement District.

Produced I 
Jones and

by Quincy sound and light display
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______ ________ ______ Memorial and the Wash­
ington will take place in mgton Monument
front of the Lincoln Memo- Washington usually is a 
rial on The MaU. low-key town on New

Controversial Democratic Year’s Eve compared to 
fund-raiser Terry McAuliffe New York, but Berry said,
is helping Mrs. Clinton This is a special celebra-
raise the $12 million to pay tion.”
for the gala. McAuliffe ac- The music of our century 
companied Mrs. Clinton rocking and rolling, swing­
yesterday at a Washington ing and soaring through 
event to promote the party. the night air ... I extend 

McAuliffe recently offered an invitation to all Ameri- 
to plunk down $1.35 mil- cans,” said Mrs. Clinton,
lion in collateral to help the who heads the White
Clintons buy their dream House millennium efforts.

their financial angel.
McAuliffe — the power 

behind the infamous White 
House -coffees — also 
helped raise money for the 
Clintons’ legal defense

it of the D.C 
Spielberg’s 
!, The Un-

Washington

icans to join her for the-D.C. gala,
ture actor-rapper Will Smith as the host, singer 
Aretha Franklin, and the world premiere of a new 
film by Steven Spielberg, “The Unfinished Jour-

Year’s celebrations," .Wolf­
son said.

But in the past, the na- upm 
tion s eyes and the net- house without
works’cameras — have fo-
cused on the New York
event, and now there’s evi- .
dence that the star power
and political-historical di­
mension of the D C. party
is diverting attention from

.1-

yesterday.

bration will have its tradi-
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Aretha Franklin, Chuck 
Berry (with Clinton left), 
former Grateful Dead 
drummer Mickey Hart.
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The premiere of Steven 
Spielberg’s (left) new 18- 
minute film, “The 
Unfinished Journey,” 
about America and the 
20th century.
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Visual ;

Indigenous music; more 
than 400 dancers, actors, 

musicians and puppeteers 
from New York and around 

the world.

Mayor Giuliani.

Unclear who will be the 
star or hero at Giuliani's ,4-tfj7if J.'j 

side to push the button to 
t drop the ball.

International. There willbe 
celebrations each hour for | 

people living around the g 
•; world in different time ' zl 

zones, and each celebra- 
bon will take on the 

theme of,the place enter- < 
ing the new year. Expect ^ 
to see a puppet of a 22- 

foot-long elephant in ? 

Times Square when the .^r-j 
New Year arrives on the I

Indian subcontinent at 3 <
? p.m. EST.
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Spectacular light and " 
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National Mall from the 
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! Washington Monument; 
the midnight marker is a 
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